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|b be inscled No. 6. , 

M llr. Marvin, from a select committee to whom was referred the
petition of the inhabitants of Monroe county. Key Vacas in Dade
county, the depositions of William H. Eldaidge ad-of John Sicker,
espectfully reports -'I 

That they have had the spime for somecime under eareful'conside- 
ration, and are forced to tile conclusion that the petitioners are en- 
titled to relief. The petitioners of Monroe county state , that ;136~ ig~~~~~ / eomrne three years since by a law of the Legislative Council, the -
county of Monroe was divided, and a new county called Dade was
set off from it," and that, at the titne of such division, u the in-
habitants of Monroe, with one or two exceptions, had no knowledge 
thatiicli a division was jn contemplatior." They olso state that,
before the division of the counties, it iwas with great difficulty that 
offences could be punished on account of the paucity of jurors, and
that since such division, Monroe county is in as bad a condition as 
before, and that in the county of Dade it is utterly impossible to
obtain a legal grand and petit jury. The administration ofjustice, -
so desirable to every good and quiet citizen, is therefore rendered ,¼~~~~~~ j;~~~~~~~ - ;; ~~~~~~impossible in the county of Dade, and veiy much embarrassed if;
the county of Monroe. 

* ! t .' The consequenea necessarily is that the laws of the Terrilory do
not extend over the county of Dade, and that no person who visils ' I

S · l ; # 'i that county or, resides in it, is protected by Iaw, for by oul organic 
.t~~~~~~~~~ I -; ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~law, no person can be punished for the violation of the law, but by

Iii1 the intervention of a grand and petit jury, which grand and petit jq.-
:l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ h- I~~~~~ry must come from, and the ofence be punished in the county wbero

it is committed, unless otherwise expressly provided by law. Dade
c ounty has, according to the best information in possession of yout 
committee, about sixteen legal jurors, Monroe bhs about forty, the 
whole put togelhervwill hardly enable the court to punish offence. 
where tile whole extent of peremptory challenge is allowed, but
are sufficient to secure thle punishlment of offence. where the whole 
extent of these peremptory challenges ire not allowed.

The petition of the inhabitants of Key Vacas is signed by sixtly-
five persons, constituting a majority of tile Inale adults residing in -
the county of Dade. This fact unexplained might go to alshow that

-·! ~there were suficient jurors in the county of Dade to secure the ad-ministration of justice; but there are but very few of the petition-
ers competent jurors. By our organic and Territorial laws jurors
must be householders and citizens. But few of the petitioners arehouseholders and citizens; some are young men not householders,
and some, thollugh resident at Key Vacas. are not yet citizens of
the Uni(od State. The tatter therefore canlnot vote or sit on i j1
ties; but it is believed Ithat while lthuy . irSiding among us, occu. 
pied in the ipeaceful pursuit of peacefui .sdustry, and are ndding 
wealth to the country, bthey possess at least the right of petition,

s. al . . ' e i I
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qd are .eiille4d to I prQ1OCiI9F! thf lows of tIle, countrY. ,Tc 

qrPnwiw1914r 4,i ns .s so tbirs petiliooto prOporttoln to the PO 4

troo of thq couflW. v*Y. Sbyhow! the almost yniversal desire of the ti-¶

habitants gf pade mjCntv thati'he Quncil should extend to Lhem

te uqu administration 
Che law'.

TI~he petition of the irabitants of Monroe county further states
Thq pre qtiO ando tequlaniitait ftelw *~ 

thnt on account 6 the want orjucors in Dade county, and of the

conarqueat perfect irres~ponsibility of ita officers, and on accoullt ofi
thq superior power which wealth and position always gives, all pow-,

er"clth Executive udJudiciai is exercised by one man, t~e pro-.
prieLor of Indian Key. Thepetition states that the clerks of the:

court of that county lately refused to give a copy of the

poll book of the late election held at that island, or allow a copy to,

be taken after his fees had been tendered him. This charge is veri6

fled by the oaths of two creditable witnesses. This clerk is in the,

employ of the proprietor of thq Island, Jacob Ilousman. There

can he no prosecutions against the officers, fW here are not enough
Thn e afidvi pofsetorsge Elrdesaes"htwiettIda e

jurors in the county to indict and try them.
The affidavit of George Eldridgo states" thatwhile at Indian KTey,

in the month of August Last, he saw in the warehouaU of Jacob Ilous-

man, two white men, of the sloop Brilliant, confined in stocks, by

order of Capt. Housman,-ntid that in the month of October he als'o

saw two other white men, belonging to the schooner Sylph, in like

manner, and by the orders of the said Housman, confined in stocks;

red that it is a general report that, such practices are common with'

the said Housman at that place." Mr. Eldridge is known to one of ill

your commiltee as a man incap~able offalsehood. M r. Bicker states'

in his affidavit "that in July or August last, he saw two white menw - 1
named Charles Schanks and Charles Thormpsoni, confined in said

Housman's warehouse in the stocks. They had been in thatsitua-"

* tion three days and were only allowed biscuit and water and no bed-'

ding, or musquito bars, and were obliged to sleep in that situation,' '

and that they were plaemd in that 'situation by order of Jacob', 

Housman, the reputed owner of Indian Key." -

*Mr. Housman holds no office. It is in vain for these men to ap-

peal to the laws for redress. The suit must be tried in the countyt

of Dade, and there, there is no jurj. -: Their only redress is in their'

own strong arm and stout hearts. Whether it be wise for the La-'.

gislature to encourage this state of things is respectfully subtnitledt'

It is certainly unjust that that portion of the citizens of South Flo-

rida, who are endeavoring to support .the laws, and to lead a quieC

and an honest life, should be made to suffer in tlheir character and

reputations, by the wanton outrages of others; If a 6ommtnity do'

not possess the power of restraining attd punishing offences, it ought

not to ho hold responsible in its character or reputation for any out-

rage committed within its borders.

The petitiqas pray ist for the repeali c tie law establishing Dade

county, and 2nd, if t ls ta not daoe, L.. O A' the laws establishing

S uperior and county court in Dade .. t..Iy.
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. .Te recontit fTongress 'havi'g 'Fcognized the- !iitfle 'ubf
e Dadeounty, ard iiseignedo to' it orie Bepresantativ in the Couicil,

it'is not deemed by your commiltoe advisable to repeal the law e-
-- tablishing that county. put it is evidert to jour committee that thn

xistence of courts in Dade county, with their clerks and other offi-t
tabishnthtcut. ti isevidets tof yorcommitt, tatd other
cers to issue nnd execute attachments, writs of replevin, and other
process by which a man's property or person may be seized and de- 

tained, without any possibility of bringiog the matter to a trial, for
want ofjurors, may be used to the very great oppression and injury
of the petitioners. Your committee therefore recommend that the

2 jurisdiction of the county court in Dade county be taken away, and
-transferred to he county court of Monroe county, and the jurisdic-

- tion of the Superior court in Dade, be also transferred to tbe Supe.

rior court of Monroe, until the increase of the jurors in Dade county

i ~' ''justirfy the re-establishment of the courts in that county, and they re-
_ J . . spectfully report a billtor that pupose. 

j- WILLIAM MARVIN,
'Chairman. '

No.~~~~~~~~~~.1
ii - ,1 T!c l.n.e!. r1 . i. Q..:
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', - F FYo4r corjirnite in oblijenc to the order of tb Senate have had.' 
-xteir qonsideration the- hill for the relief of W. Davis, Jailorof St;.

oh! county, with the vouchers, and beg leave to report that the
iAditor has properly rejected the said vouchers as uncertain a4d;.
vague; nor do your committee deem it just or proper that the Seo-;
nate ohould pass the bill for his relief, for the following reasons:,
tha Jailor should have proven his account at court before the Judge-
flSi tha law requires hiin to do; in this there can be Do difficulty, as.

tile magistrate, sheriff, marshal, or court who committed a prisoner 
to the custody ol tbe jailor; can always show the date of such com-
mitment by his record ot precept, or order of said court. And the
tiPe of a prisoner's discharge can certainly be ascertained in the
same nanner. The oath of the party should not be received as
evileurce of the justice of his accounts. This practice is unusual.
and never allewed in lthe settlementl made at thlla tr'Loasury; it would
at once place the public money within tho reach of any unpriocipled
and reckless individual.

The vouchers, so called, as exhibited with the bill, are in fact
without form, matter, or certainty. The Judge could not have had.
any evidence before him, and must have taken the statements of the.
jailor as true, vith the slight knowledge which he seems to have
that certain prisoners, which he names, was in the custody of the
jailor some time. Ieo does not specify the lime of commitment or
the day of their discharge.

IF '~ Most of the charges rendered by the said Davis are for services
perfotmed from the year 1836 to late in 1837. The charge for ime

:1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·



'prisoniag and releasing A PtisQter is twolky-five cents, not twenty-
five cents for imprisonng and twenty-five cents for releasing; seethe act of 1832, pag e 99, two acv9uctfl' ag agist Luke Daily and EJ4mo; Carrot for their' impriognieiti is contrary, to law; bepausethey iwepqwitnesaea i/ a case pending in court, and f9r fear they 1 AImight get intoxicated, they were sent to jail to keep them sober.- ' IIf this course should bq pursued throughout the Territory with 've-ry witness,'that the district attorney apprehended, might drink toomuch liquor, the comimittee fear and justly believe' the whole
revenue of the Territory would not more than cover annually thisexpense; particularly if the county courts and the magistrates
should resort to the same Spanish plan of confining witnesses in
jail. Mr. Davis states he had no commitment for Ned and Stephen ' -
Hernandez, two prisoners,'but says they were put in his chargewhile the court was in session. The amount of the account for oneof the persons is $88 75, and an account of the other is $89 62 1-2.
Davis should have shown by the order of the court when these4 prisoners were committed and when discharged. -
" ' The Senate would soon become an accountant's offie, and be - -

cowpqlled,'if they acted on such claims as now presented, either toi do great injustice to the Territory, or the individual applicants, as
At must bq obvious to this body that it could not properly investigateaccounts so numerous and various, and discharge the high duties -
which demand their time and attention: Your commistee deem it-bad policy to intrfere'with tke duties of the officers appointed ur '-der the law to settle the accounts against the Territory where the
pplicant has not performed his duty in arranging and having hiswor old i'accounth and vouchers properly certified or proven, and it would -.bo wise anidjust never to pasniany relief law, for'any person, ex- '' X'Cept whore it appears that tbq applicant has conformed to the requi-e * ' sitons of the law, andheofficer has evidently erred in decidingAlFagainst his claim'

Your committee can see nothing in this case that requires the ac-tion of the Senate, nor is it at all distinguished from a thousand
t other claims which the Auditor is more competent to investigater iwith care and accuracy than is to be expected in a Legislative body, 
crowded with important business.

Your committee therefore report it inexpedient to pass the saidbill and recommend that the bill and vouchers be returned to the
House of Representatives to be delivered to the said Davis, that
the same may be proven before the Judge of the Superior court, -

- and certified as the law direct. hr
- - ~~~~~~~~~~WM. P. DUVAL,

Chairman. - l
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; 'The ommittee onsch'ools and colleges* to0ivhhom were re d IARf

the ball entitled " act to raise a fund by taxation for the ed4t! 1 1,
don of poor childrpn,

1'. have the honor to report that they haps CI

U amined the provision contained in said bill with core and delibef¶~' 

[ · tion, and believe that the bill is perfect in all its parts, with two rcl-

Caeptious only. Xour·comfittee is well aware of the importance of 4
voucation, and particularly tile education of poor. children in fthe

Tertritory. But while they feel every disposition to aid and further

this mostlaudable obuject; they cannot but take into consideration

'7 ·' * . the present impoverished state of our finances, and the debts which

will naturally accrue from the passage at this session of several mn-

portant bills, in order to protect our bleeding frontier from the indis-

criminate and ruthless attacks of the Seminole Indians. Were we

livinw in a state of peace, your committee would have no objection

that one half instead of 20 per cent, of the Territorial tax should

ituated t oinita te for the atti Vi
be paid to the county Treasuier, for a limited time

meat of this most laudable of all objects; but as we ale at present

situated, your committee are of the opinion that the figures "20 II

in the bill he stricken out and " 10 " inserted.

Your committee is of the opinion also that the following section ij

should be substituted in lieu of the original of said bill:

Sec, 3. Be it further enacted that it shall be the duty of the as-

sessor of taxes in each of the counties of this Territory, to take an-

nually, while assessing the taxes, a list of all poor orphan children, i

residing within the county, tdgether with the name. age. and sex,

respectively; and whether the father and mother both be dead, or

only one, if that one be the mother, then to file in the county court,

a list for tIle information of the cowlt.
JAMESA.BERTHELOT, A i
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