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- Which was read and oneé thousand copies-ordered p{intéd

On motion, the message was relerled to lhe Committee on '

the State of the Territory. "
The Senate received from the House as p l'\\Pi] a bill entitled,
“an act to incorporate the Tampa Bay and St. Johns Rail Road
and Steam Boat Company ; which was read.
Alsu, a bill, entitled, an act 10 incorporate the St. Marks Mon-.

“ticello, and Tallahnssee Rail Road Company; which was read

a first time.

Alsoanact in addmon to the several attachment laws now - =
n force in this Territory, on which the Senate went into com-.

mittec of the whole, Mr. Hart in the Chair, after some time spent
in its consideration, the committee rose and reported progress.
On motion, said vill was referred to the comm:ltqc on the ju-
“diciary.
Also, an act to regulate the fees of Notanes Pubhc in the
Territory of Florida;. which was twice read, the rule being

~'waived, and referred to the Committee on the State of the Ter-
ritory. -

Also as passed. an act to incorporate the St. John_s Silk

Company in East Florida, before passed by the Senate.
Also a resolution as adopted, a resolution .before adopted by

the Senate, requesting our Delegate: to urge the settlement of -

all equitable claims of this Terntory, for tnonics expended in de-
“fence of the Frontier.
The Senate went into secret scssion on Dxccutwe busmess
"~on motion the doors were. opened.
* Mr. Berthlot from the Committee on Enrollments, reported
. as correctly enrolled, “ an"act to repeal the second section of
. the.act approved 10th Feb., 1838, supplemental to the several
_acts incorporating the bank of Pensacola, and to revive the 8th
“section of an act to increase the capital of the bank of Pensaco-
" la, and to amend the laws incorporating said bank, and for
other purposes, approved 14th Fe ruary, 1835.
"The Senate thea took a recess until 4 o'clock, v, M.
4 O’crock, P. M.
] The Senate met pursuant to adjournment, and there being no
_ business, adjourned unul Monday 9 oclock

. Moun.u' March 2, 1840. .
The Senate met pursut\nt to ad_]ournment. and the pmceed-
inos of Saturday last were read. :
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Apllowing message ;-

TR AR SRR ST
: His:Excellency; the Governor, transmitfed to the Senate; the

Florida.”

/o

o .- confirmation of the.

mend-the act, in¢orporati

Horwird to the enale, 4 letter

nomination

77+ ito whom was referred the speci
-Governor, on the subject of the
- report: LI R

=" the subject of the Indian, war,

SRR . -Governor, bs now removed by the Senate ;
"« .-Upon the confirmation ar rejection of each n
o lished with, “the journals of the Senate,
-+ .and- nays thereon ;- Wwhich ‘motion unanimously prevailed.
My 3lls, from ‘the comi mittee on th

-7 .- The commitice on the state of the Territory,
... referred the special message .of his I

L ¢ - Bxecorive Depasrient, ).,
R L SRR * Tallahassee,. March 2, 1840. § -~
T’ thé Honoradle the Seqate...of “the Legislaive: Council of

réferred ‘to’in the message

ntiining-the -_Exéc_gtivi_a—,Ve_t-o.,:.r_eport’a bill, entitled an act - to
ng thecity of St.” Augustine. -

i 2w ROBERT RAYMOND REID.
Mr.. Bcn‘[helot,'_moved'.that the injan

ction of secrecy upon the -
s made by -his Excellency - the. -
and that the votes
omination, be pub-.
‘together with the yeas

e state of the Territory,

al message’of his Excellency the -
In"digm war, made the following

! to-whom was
xeellency the Governor; on,

.# . the condition of the Territor
v 1 mediate active. measures
L TStates, to repress the r
;. those saviige murderers,

- ", The .murder of . the two

~been for the last' twa-years,
- . previous sessions, strongly
i %uited States; the adoption
"~ tion to this war, and, the late

SR with the:murders in the West;
.- message referred, (although awful i
o -_,Elace the condition of affairs in any worse light th

make ‘the following report: That,

v call loudly for the adoption.of im-

by the Governmeént of - the . United.

ecuarrence of further acts of hostility by -

a their character,). scarcely -
an they have.

- The Legislative Conncil have at. .-

‘urged upon’”.the -authorities of the.
of some vigorous measures in rela- )
Exceative officer of .the Territory, .

mail ém}i"icr‘siii,tﬁe_East,.'tégetHéi‘ "
so: pathetically: pourtrayed in the . —.

., - was incessant jn his appeals to W
* - Which various plans were recomm

ashington on this subjeet, in L
ended, all of which, aswellas -

T - the memorials of the |

“the war Department.

»> . -on their part, generally, to s
.-+ of Departments at Washing
¢ “and so ineflectually. ueged s
- " obtrude ourselves further on

ton, than had been already so ofien.

he n | «egislative Council, have been treated witht .
. silent contempt;-and the people of Florida have been abandoned
- ato their fate, in a.stern and ‘unrele

e During the present session of the L'egislalive Council, not-’
o wnhstanding the members w
. - ‘the conntry called loudly’ for

ere satisficd that the situation of
relief, there was a disinclination .- S
ay more to Congress, or the heads - -

and it . was nos intended by us.tg .-

the notice. oflh_c-.G‘ovprn_I_nent: But - -

nting manmuer by the head. of %
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-the inessage of the (overnor has called on us to make one more
appeal and which it 1s earnestly hoped will not share the fate of

* previous memorials.and petitions on this subject. :

. The committee had indulged the hope that the bill passed by
the Senate of the United States, (which "bill was introduced by
the Hon: Senator from Missonri) would have been so modified
as to have-required an organization of the settlers proposed to

Legislative Council of the last session—this measure adopted,
. would have rendered the more efficient, by encouraging emula-
, livn between the different Corps or commands, and would more- .
“over have secured to us the services of a body of respectable and
nardy citizens from the adjoining States, of Georgia, Alabama
- -and Soath Carolina, who will never enter the service under the
provisions of the bill as it has passed the Senate. . .
A copy of this memorial is sent herewith, with the hope that
the suggestions contained in it may meet with the favorable no-_
tice of Congress, should this bill be still under consideration. ’
Should not this or other measures be devised by Congress
your committee would respectfully urge the adoption of the:
‘measures proposed by bis Lixcellency the Governor; the men
proposed to be raised, can be immedately enlisted on thase -
terms, and favors a judicious plan, of ridding the country of this
-murderous band with which it has been so long infested. :
The committee ask to introduce the following resolution:
. Resolved by the Senate of Florida, That copies of the mes.’
sage of his Excellency the Governor, together with a copy of
this report, and a copy of the memorial of the Legislative Coun-
. cil to Congress adopted last session, be immediately forwarded

- to the Delegate in Jongress to be laid belore them.

o

. W. J. MILLS, Chairman. *
The same from the same committee, reported nafavorably on
- an act, to regulate the fees of Notaries Public in the Territory
- of Florida. R
<. The samé from the committee on militia, to whom was refer-
- red abill, to be entitled an act to repecal an act, in addition to
the military laws now in force. - '
- - Also a bill, to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled an
-act, i addition to the military laws.now in force, approved 4th
March, 1839, report that the committee have had the said bills -
under consideration, and think it inexpedient to act on them dur-
- ing this session. From the disturbed state of the country and
. the frequent murders of the inhabitants, it is requisite that there
should be some force under the control of the Exccutive—the
committee therefore ask to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the subject. R
Mr. Berthelot; from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported
. as correctly enrolled, :

.« be introduced, in the manner suggested in the memorial of the °
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A résolutlon relatmo' to the payment of P A Havwnrd for:

hndmg the laws of Florida: . :
~-..7_Also,an act to mcorporate the St. Johns Snlk Company in
.. East Plorida.

An engrossed | bl" entitled an act, 'to incor porate the Tampa :

."Bav and St. Johns ‘Railread and Steamboat Company, was

" read a second time. .
The Senate went into commlttee of the whole, mr. Hart in -

the chair,ona bill:entitled an act, to incorporate the St. Marks,

* Monticelio and Tullahasseo leroad Company ; after sorme time
‘spent in its consideration, the eommittec rose and )eported the

bl” as amerded, which was concurred in. .

- The Senate received from the House as annended and passed .

before passed by: the Senate, an act'to incorporate the Apala-

chicola- mutual. Insunance Company, whleh amendmems were .-

concurred in,

Alsoa resoluation, askmo oar Delenate in Conrrress, io ur(ro'_

- "the passage of a law ofbongrcss, organizing an armed force for

- the defence of the .people, and prosecution of the war in I‘lorl-

da, which was read, the rule waived and adopted.
Alsoan act, before -passed by the Senate, entitled an act, to
‘suspend the operation of the revenue laws for the vear 1840,

" .and to provnde for the settlement of all arrears due to and from -

" the Territorial Treasury, as amended, whlch amendments were
concarred in by the Senate.

Also ah act, belore passed bv the Senate;. entitled an act, to.

- dncorporate the city of Tallahassee, without amendment.

Also an act, to ‘fix the county site of. Washmrrton county,'-

'whnch was read, the rule being waived and-passed. -

Also an act; further to amend the charter of the Southern
" . Life Insurance and Trust Company, which was read a first time.
~ Also a bill, before pased by the Senate, entitled an_act, to re-

* peal the several acts, incorporating the town of Jacksonvnlle,_

- without amendment.
Also, as passed, an act to amend an act approved 20th Feb..

1837 giving-a lien  to mechanics in certain cases, wlnch was’
" read and laid on the table.”

Also, a bill before passed by the Senate, entitled an act con-
" cerning the Semmole Indmns, as mdethmtely postponed by the

~- House.

. Also, a bill as passed by the House, entitled an" act to pro- B
=" vide for auditing all accounts of executors, admlmstratoxs and

:guardians,. which was read u first time.

Also, an act to amend the several acts m forcc relatmﬂ to

~-execulors, which was read.

e Yeas—-Messns. Hart and’ Duval, 2

.On the guestion of the indeffinite postponemnnt the vens and B
“nays. were called by Messrs. Berthelot and Daval, and wele,
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Nnys-—-—Mr. Presndent, Messrs. Balley, Berthelot, Duponl andﬁ
Wﬂlker, H

-So said bill was not mdeﬁmtelv postponed :

Mr. Berthelot then moved that. the rule be wawed and tha,bt.

.?.

; ' the bill be vead a second time, which motion was ohjected to.

‘Also, a' resolotion. for-the. relief. of R. H. Berry. which was

‘vead, the rule bema wawed and referred.to the commutee on
* Finauce.

“Also, as ¢ qﬂopted a nesoluuon before adopted by the Senate,

- inrelation io elaims for supplies and” subsistence, forage and
. uwansportation, furnished by-the citizens of the Termonv for lhe
. Territorial troops.

- 'Also, a preamble.and resolution «: .mssed by lhe Hou;e, ine -
. stracting our Delegate in. Congress 10 urge the payment of the:
_claims of Levin Brown, deceased. either before Congress or at
the proper Department, which was read,.the rule wawed and -
“adopted.. :

he Senate -again went mto committee of the whole. Mr.

" Hartin the chair, on-a bill entitled an act in addition to the sev-

eral attachment laws now in force in-this Territory : afier soma

...time spent inits consideration, the commitiee rose and reported

the bill as amended, which was concuned in. Said bl“ was -

. read a third time . and passed. -
~ Mr. Depont, from the Finance commluee, to whom was re-.
¥ ferred a cesolution passed by the House of Representatives, al-
- lowing payment to- R. H. Berry, for arms and accoutrements
< farnished for persons who voluntered to go in'pursuit of Indians
_in February, 1839, reports that the commitiee have examined
- - the account and vouchers accm{fﬁanvmu it, and although the
~ proof is nov as full as might be required-in a strictly Ienul voint
- of view as regards four of the guns ; still. the committee, under
the particular circumstances of the time when said arms were -

procured ‘report ‘the resolution without amenden., and recom-
mend its adoption, which was concurred in.

- Onmotion, said resolution was agair read and adopted.

‘An act to regulase the fees of Notaries Public.in the Territo-
ry - of Florida, was again read and mdeﬁmtelv postpened.

Anact to 1epml an act entitled an act in addition to the mili-
fary laws now in furce, approved March 4th, 1839 was again
read and indefinitely postponed. -
"~ The Senate received {rom the House as passed. a bill before
passed by the Senate, entitled ai act to-amend an act entitled an

* act to provide for bmldmg a capitol,and for other purposcs.

The Senate lhen went mto secrel session on Executive busi- -
ness. -

On motion, the_ doors were opened.

The Sonate then took & recess untll 40 clock T, m
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¥ Ml. Mllls oﬁ'ered a resolution requesting the Gov. to direct
ﬁle proper officers to collect all arms and other property pur-
ghased by Territorial officers, for the use of the militia of FPorv'
" ida, which was read, the rule being waived, and adopted.
.. Mr. Berthelot, from the committce on enrolled bills, repnrted’
"« ascorrectly enrolled, an act to repeal the several acts mcorpo—
- & s rating the tawn of Jacksonville.
Also, an act to suspend the operation of the reveuue laws,
for the year 1840, and to provide for the settlement of all :vrears
L Y ' due toand from lhe Territorial Treasury.
.~ 'The Senate took a recess for one hour.
¥ The Senate again met and went into committee of the
“ whole on a bill passed by the House of Representatives, entitled
- an act to provide for the compensation of the oflicers of the Le- \
~ gislative Council, and for other purposes. Afler some time IR
spent in its consideration, the commitiee rose "llld reported the 1
- bill as amended. - ‘ |

The bill was again read and passed ordered tlnt the title be !l [
as above. : ’

His Excellency ‘the Gove1 nor transmitted-to the Senate the
followmrr message : -

o : Tallahassee, March 2, 1840.
A To the Honorable the Senate : 1
“of the Legislative Council of Florida. . (

oI respectfully inform you that I have approved the followmo
“acts of the Legislative Councily; o

An act to repeal an act in addition to an act entitled an act to
o revent any person in'this Territory from carrying arms secret-
o y, approved Feb. 10th, 1838, ’
L - Anact toauthorize Rebecca Charles to I\eep a I‘erry onSu- -
' -wannee River.
An act to provide for i lssumg writs of (‘crtlorarl and to repeal ‘
“the act heretofore passed on that subject. -
An act to change the llme of holding the County Court of
Walton county.

- _ An act to authorize John M. McIntosh to establish a ferry el
: on Suwanee river.

An act to incorporate the St. Johns Silk Compuny in Fast -
Flor-da.

A preamble and resolution relative to the payment of P. A, .
- Hayward for Book Binding. e

A preamble and resolution relative to the payment ofC H
Edwards for taking census.

A preamble and resolution instructing our Delegate in Con- =
gress to use his best endeavors to procure an apploprmtlon of -~

c o Extcurive Dnmn'rm:vr, z |
= o : ;
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Moctawhatchie, as far as the mouth of Pee river. .
X ; “

+ A resolution instructing our Delegate in C

tive Council of Florida. = - _ DL
Resulutions requesting our Denegate in Congress to endeavor

b procure the passage of a law for the paymént of horses mus-

tred into the service of the: United States, which have died

while in service by ‘disease or accident, or have been shat.

f Apreamble and resolution requesting the Delegate to pro-

pre-cmption,

FPittman and his. staft. o i

" Anact to incorporate the Presbyterian Church of Jackson-
vile. - S »

- Anact in relativu to the Trustees of Leon Academy.

farms, dec. ) -
. An act to authorize the Judge of the County Court of Alach-

Fthe same to purchasers.- : : o :
: Anact for the rvelief of Joseph Hall. - :
An act to legalize the election of county oflicers for Jackson
 county., : ’ : s ’

A Ross, late Sheriff of Calhoun 'count\s. : , :
| An act to alter the time of holding tfid County Court of Frank-
lia county, - _

g . - ROBERT RAYMOND REID.
Mr. Berthelot, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported

“ihe Quarter Master’s Department.

building a capitol, and for-other purposes. -

AMr, Mills offered a preamble and resolation in rclation to the
| disagrecment of the two houses of the Legislative Council ot
Florida, upon the subject of appropriation, which were read.

- nese. o
‘(‘ On'motion, the doors were opened.

Wlereas, it has been made known to this Senate, throagh

poncy - by : Congress - to imprave 'the navigation of the river

-ongress Lo procure
e prssage of a law to alter the me of meeting of the Legisla- -

Yerc the passage of a law giving to certain setlers the right of *

{ A preamble and resolution relative to the payment of Col. -

. Arcsolution relative to the payment of Betton & Iisher, for

' county to appoint a Commissioner to make sale of town lots -. -
Linthe town of Newnansville, and execute ard deliver titles for -,

. Anact for the rclicf of the legal representatives of Francis

as correctly enrolled, a resolution in relation to the transfer of
chims for supplies of subsistance, forage and transportation to -

Also, an act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for .

The Senate then went into sceret session on Exccutive busi-

Mr. Dapont oflered the following prcnmble.nnd Declaratiou :

the journdl of the House of Representatives, that the said House'
Joof R_epresentati_vcs (being but a co-ordinate branch of the Leg-
F lslan‘ve Council,) did, on the 29th day of February, Anto
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Domlm, 1840 concurm and 'adopt a eertam report and resolu-
- tiors; purporting to be the report aird resolutions, of the Judi-
ciary commitiee, which report, and lesolulwns are in the words
following, to wit : .

The committee on- the Iudlclaly, to whom was referred so
“much of the Governor’s Message as relates to the power of the
Legislative Council of the Terr Ttor y, to create and charter Bank-
ing Qorporations, and to plédge the faith and credit of the peo-
ple of Florida, for the axd and benefit of such- corparatwns, with
1nstr uollons to. report thereon, &c.—— _

REPORT: .
_ The power of the Territorial Legislature to creale banking
. corporations of a more permanent “and Indissoluble character

“than the Teritoriel Government, has heretofore been questioned -

. by those whose opinions are entitled tv consideration, in and out

“of Florida. As early as the year 1829, the Executive of Flor-

-ida rejected two such acts ef incorporation. passed by the Leg-
islative Cosncil; and stated in his message, among other rea-

* sons, that “it is doubtful whether, from the character of the
- * Territorial Government, derivig its power solely from an act

“ of Congress, and dependent, for its very . existence.in its pres-

- «ent form, upon the legisla‘ion of the National Government ;
- % being itself but an lmperfect, qualified and dependant corpora-

““ tion, wuhout any certain term of existence—it can properly
“ create other borpmauons, and make them of moure indissoluble

“character than itself” Messages of other Executive officers of
thlb Termory,nt different tnmes, expressing similar dou!is,mi:ht..

* be referred to'; and it appears by the records of the h\e‘.uuv

" Office, that in 1833, scnléabs difficulties arose-as to the organiza:
tion of the first Bank to which faith bonds were issued, in con-
-sequence: sf the. opmion of the then "acting- Governor, as to the

questionable character of this power, and The dannelous features -

-of the charter.
The discussions in the - National nnd Smte Legusl.uuxes, and

in the publlc press, as to the power of the Federal Government

_toincorporate a National Bank, have “at dillercnt epochs exci-
“ted the attention of the people of the United States,- as much,
" - perhaps, as those on any other political topic. Our Territorial
- Government or Institute, deriving all its power and authority
* {from Congress, those dlscussmns have aflorded us some light,

as havm" a direct bearing upon the questions submitted to thc

* Committee. ‘The verdict of i nation, when the important sub-
- ject was submitted to thein in 1836, was that the states had
. conferred no such power on Congress.

The power of the Legislative Council was deemed S0 ques-
"tionable, by those to whom it was first popused to sell the Zer-
ritorial bonds, issued in aid ot the Union Bank of Tlorida, that. -
the written opinions of several distinguished lawyers had to be
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wed before such sale could be effected. . Notwithstanding. - -
opinions affirming such power, the factthat in the foreign g .
mrkets our Territorial stocks are generally at a discounteon- . . .~ -
ilerably, greater than State stocks, ‘is-a remarkable proof of, - , - :
fe distrusts that still exists on this point. The difference be<- 7
fiweeen State and Territorial stocks is preserved amidst ‘all the - - -
Huctuations of trade, and must result from the apprehended. in- -
jrewity of the latter. It is in the nature of a premium of insu- . -~
Jruce against the risk of lending meney upon-questionable guar-" "~ -
ties; and if it shall be found that the Territorial Legislaturg
bad no power to bind the-people of [larida, such a result will”
i have been wiolly unapprehended or unprovided for by the
apitalists who have advanced their funds to the banks on these
stocks, o : S
" The committee believe that a question which affects vitally
lhe interests and honor of the veople of Florida,demands the most
erious consideration 5 and should not be carelessly or wantonly -
put aside until the lapse of time may convert acquiescence. in- _
ioapproval, and superadd the force of moral obligation to those . =~ - .. -
irow existing of a character so dubious and undefined. Fully - e
haware of the solemn responsibility . resting upon them, growing -
wtof the danger of delay in proclaiming to the world the scnse - -
entertained by the people of Ilorida, of the validity of these )
heavy libilities -imputed to them, your committee approach this- - ..+ -
momentous subject with a -due sensibility to the interests of the-- -~ - 7~ :
country, 8o vitally involved in the discussion, and withanearnest = .. . j L |
wish to preserve unsullied the credit and honor of Flovida. Itisno ~ .. - 1 i
light occasion that has prompted this enquiry. “Baoksincorpe- . - T
.nated by the Legisture of IMlorida, have already procured bonds;
purporting to be guarantied by the Tgrritory, to the amount-of o)
$3,900,000 ; and claim, upon the same’ authority, the right to: .. 7.0 ';f
others to the amount of $5,600,000 more—making, in the ag-- |
| gregate, $9,500,000.  The people, who are said. to have guar-
anted the payment “of this cnormous sum, do not cxceed, in
.umber, 50,000  souls ; and a portion of them arc houseless, and !
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wandering fugitives from a savage. foe, Before we. have as- ) H
- sumed the character of a sovereign State—while yet in a state sl ! g
' of pupilage and infancy, with our resources undeveloped,and | - i iy (6§
- our ability even for the support of a government wntried—we '/ 7 iy L |
" find that every man, woman and child, white or black, amongst = Tk, ]}'] i | i

us,;is already burdened with an imputed debt of ncar $200—a C N EL ' 1
.'debt as large as that of the people of Great Britain, which has- -~ = % © I L g
- heretofore been regarded as’ a-warning to the civilized world. S [H AR RNE 1D
.- Theamount paid for interest on the sums alveady borrowed is = .. 1?1 RIRE
. upwards of $230,000 per annum, and if the whole sum should . I AR
- be procured, will amount to upwards of $37,000 per annum, a : e E’i g
{* tax upon the people of Tlorida vastly beyond their ability or o AR ]::t‘r},

| K

y-endurance. - Indeed,- such -sum could not be paid by taxation,
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* but‘only by an absolute surrender of the property of our citi- Hit
* subject.. It shall be tound that the obligation has been rightfully

 magnitude and importance of the question involved, and as the
~ justification of your committee for the course they have adopted.

. distinctly understood, as to the extent to which they are- dispo-

R e

7 exercised in'behalf of the people of Florida. The concession may
" - be safely made, that regarding corporations not as contracts—

 the people,and subject,like all other laws znd all municipal corpo-

“"under its delegaied authority over all rightful subjects of le-
" gislation, possesses the power to give to such corperatinns an

“ of the people.
~must resist. This power your committee cannot admit, is either
- “They insist that itds an attribute of sovercignty; dormant it

“asa free” people, and cannot be- taken from us without at the

“‘making us slaves,

zens.- This'startling and painful exposition is not made withsa
view " of affecting the final decision of the people on this

" people of Florida, to induce them to shrink from a compliance
with 1it.  Insuch event, it would be the counsel of your com-
mittee, as they doubt not it would be the ready and honest de- |
termination of.the people to submit to any loss, rather than that 1.

-of their honor. - But this view has been presented to enforce the jif

coritracted, no apprehensions of ruin would be pressed on the i
il

In the outset of this cnquiry, your committee desire to be

sed to deny the powers heretofore assumed, and professed to be

not as private laws, but as public laws passed for the benefit of

rations, o control, revision and repeal, as the exigencies or in-
terests of the community may require—the Legaislative Council,

-existence like the power creating: ‘them, dependent on the will
But it is the power claimed for the Legislative Council to
‘exercise the attributes of Sovereignty—to call institutions into :
~an existence indefinite in extent, and protracled far beyond the ;
‘term of its own duration, and to invest them with a claim upon
“the properly and the hongr of the people—that this committec -

inherent in the Legislative €Council, or has been delegated to
.them by ‘the only authority competent to such delegation.

AT MO i . T
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may be as yet, while we remain under the guardianship of the
‘General governmeat, but indissolubly eonnceted with our rights

-l e v

same time degrading us from our birthright as freemen, and

In pursuing this enquiry as to the power of the Legislative
‘Cauneil of Florida to incorporate banks with exclusive privile-
‘ges and franchises, and to issue bonds on the faith and guaranty
of the Territory, your committee propose to enquire—firs,
‘where this power originally resides; and secondly, whether it

L

been derived by the Legislative Council from that enly proper
source. ‘ - . S

"The first branch of this enquiry rests upon very simpie prin-

_ciples, and will not detain us long. - We, contend that the right
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\§ éiedte such corporations, and to bind.the- people; can only

_ The
advocates of the constitutionality of the Bank of the United

[ States were obliged to concede this-position : “ 1t is incident,-
 (says Hamilton) to sovereign power .to create corporations.”

-The opponents of the Bank, (Mr. Jefterson and others) took the
same ground ; and . contended that such sovercign power had

not been delegated to,-and-did not belong to the Federal Govern- - -
The ad-

. vocates of the Bank werc driven by the force of this argument,

ment, but rested in the people of the several States.

(not to question the true source- of the power,) but to the as-

- sumption that this power had been impliedly delegated by the
" Sutes as being necessary to carry into eflect the other sove-
reign powers. expressly delegated,
tracing the power in question'to the same source, and the only
. contest was, as to the extent to which the power had been dele- -

All parvies concurred in

gated by the States to the Congress.
Itis an admitted truth, that in England it was the prerogative

- of the sovereign to create a corporation, ‘

+

Ina case decided in the Court of Iirrors in the State of New

| York, Chancellor Walworth says “that the power to create
- Weorporations with frachises, which belongs only to the sovereign
- “of the Territory, does not appear slrict?_v to belong to the law-
. “making power.
- %longs to the king, as a branch of the royal prerogative.
-“though parliament sometimes granted acts of incorporation,

Under the common law of . England, it be-
Al-

“it was generally in those cases where some extraordinary

_%“powers and privileges were wanting, not within the reach of -

“the king’s prerogative.” Even then the rule held good, that
“no corporation 1s good without the royal sanction, for the as-
-#sent of the king is nceessary toevery parliamentary act.  In

+ % this country, the people of the Siates, the only legitimate sove-
“reigns, have succeeded to the prerogatives which formerly . *

“belonged to the crown.” - -
In a debate on the renewal of the charter of the U. States

-+ Bank, it is said by Mr. Crawford that “the right to create a

corporation is a right inherent to every sovereignty;” and

i M. Clay, in the same debate, enquires, “ What is the nature of
“this Government ? It is emphatically Federal,vested with an ag-

- wgregate of specified powers for general purposes, conceded by
. “existing sovereignties, who have themselves rctained what is’

“pot so conceded. The power to charter ecompaniesis not spe-

- 16

¥ be exerched by the “soveréign authority—by the politically - -
‘umuipotent as to all purposes and: objects, and .not merely sus’ -
{.preme- in its action upon a limited pumber of description.

% cified in the grant, and, 1 contend, is'of a nature not transferra-
' . ¢“ble by mere implication: it is one of -the most exalted acts of
- sovereignty.” . :
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o _,-.Authontles upon ‘this pomt mmht be greatly extended but
“we deem: it unnecessary, as the; prmcnple itself'is not demed i
: “and has- only been dwelt dpoen so. long, because, in" the con- -
* stantly. accumuylating claims. of leglslauve power, the - funda-
" mental principles o" ‘our government are sedulously kept cut of
:" s:rre, “wickedly - pe1velted .or ignorantly ‘misapprehiended. . °

“The, right to issug" bonds: on (hé faith of - the- peop]e of
I‘]onda* in. axd of . corporatlons, obvicusly cannot exist. with- |
- out the right to creaté those corporations,and.as ohviously cannot-
‘be exerciséd but . by..the eople themselves, unleas hey h‘ucz'
deleaaled the ncrht to ot{]els T 1
_ Om gnvemment would cease 1o be a repubhc, ir power of A
) " any kind was assumed "by “the rcpru-scntatlvus of the. pcoplc,j o ‘ .
R whnch was not.derived-from the .people the:nselves.‘ R SRR L

A “The committee deem the" bonds ‘issued for the’ purpose of’ | M
ralsmg money. for the defence of the country, stand upon a foot-" - -
~ ing wholly. different, "1t may be justly regarded as a rightful ’
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“subject of lexrislation, to devise ineans -to  protect our famlhes._' $ f.& -
L . and our fiesides, and. the" people of Florida cau never be such™ l‘} .
' 07 < recreants to, the pnnuples -of justice and of honoras to disavow 7| 1j
S, 7 7 such lldblllll&h * The- imperative necesslty of the occasion pla-. f ;

~ces hose-pbligations ahove the reach of the prmcnples by wlnch :
-our ordinary lemslatlon should be regulated.
. It remains then only 1o'be enquire Ld whet.lcr the Leﬂls]atlve‘ _
Counml of[‘lorlda, is mvested by dnect or rmphed delegauon, :
~: with-thie right toexercise, in behalf of the people of Florida, the
" exalted attributes ‘of- soverelgnty necessary. to the creation of . :
- bauks or other corporations, and bonds and gu*uanuea plednmcr Y
‘the faith of the people of Florida, :
7:,_-‘ "The Legislative: Couicil of Florida is- ‘the crealule of the.
" Congress of the United States; deriving alike its existence and -
1ts authorltv from that seurce, and ever sub]ect to its control-
ling and revising power. - ‘The Congress is the creature of the
people of the several States, - composmrr the copfederation of
) . which it.is the Leglslauve organ ; aud it derives all the author- .
o - -7 ity it can exercise or depute to others, from the pcople of those-
S States, the Constitution of the United States being the charter
p ', of this autliority. TFrom this statemeut of the case, the corveet-'
P - .ness dnd fairness of which will not bé questioned, - weé find,on:
L _-the very threshhold 'of -our enquiry, a_defect-in the credentials. -
o “which the Lenlslatlve Council claim to'have for the exercise of. !_
;. the powers lhey have assumed: © The peaple of Florida -have "
©.* 7= no‘ageney-in the formation of the Constiwation of the -United’ - !
s “States.. The-attributes of sovelemmy amang. which are rank--
' .. ed the power of creating corporations, and nml\mn‘ the people:
. 1espons1ble for their llabllmcs, so.far frony having becu ylel(.ed 5
by them; have becn hitherto. unsuscepllblc of concession,.— 7 7 !
Thut soverelgnty restmo m the peoplc ot I‘louda until they ""Ul‘v g
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k&come a. Statq:, hAs hot been gNen to Cono-reqs 3. 0ti8 not ‘i : S
e Legislative Councll nor, yet. in the: people of “the ‘confed~

wmled. States : it i8 for {,be time dormant—m obeyance; and:

Lan only. be brouglit into existencé, and. éxercised by the peor- |
Fplelhemsélvas What "American is. there-who will deny-the- . .-

et m el G b T

e
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deteine that all soverewnly onmnates and .rests’ i the peo-._* ‘
Je; and. that it canriot be. exércised: by any-other ‘power but
e people, or those o, whoin they have expressly delegated. it. _ _

Waving fiowever, for-the - present, this-claim to-a". sepaute RS
wvereignty for the peop le of IE!onda, as. dlstmumshed from the IR
§ rople. of the - confederated States, we will recur to the task of - ':' TR
ﬁ.-rracmw the authority assumed by the: Legislative' Council; . S .
'_‘lhrounll the channels.along which ‘it " flows,  comnenéing wnh
e authonty’ delegated by the péuple of the Stales to (Jonwress E
Gver the. 'lemtorv belonging t6 them.” |- - L T
- The whole power of (Jonrrless in refation to- the Terrllorlcs, S
‘scontaiped in the second secuon of -the foorth “article” of -the ,
f Constitution of the United” States<~ «The Congress-shall have . )
power to dispose of,.angd make all needfol 1u1es and regulations -7
srespecting ~the - Terntory and other:-property belonging tothe - 7. |
Umted States.” - “At the time of the adoption of the’ Consmu-
“tion, the only’ 'I‘unlory belonging to the U. States was, thut.ac-" _
 quired by -eession from different. States of the confederacy: - S
-Tiis clause then does pot in terins; and could not have been in- ..
tended to- apply to the cases'of Louisiaaa and Florida, the ac-
qytsmon of which wgs not ‘thet confeinplated, yet as there are
10 other riles for. the: exercise -of the authorityfound in the .
“Constitation, it inay' bé-conceded, that the ‘power of Congréss’
Cwith respect to the latter 'I‘emtones, is; proporly exercnsed -
der the delegated authority referred.to:. « . e e
But the' posmon that the authority tcr“ make all nedful ru!es Coleie e
“and regu ations vespecting the Termory and other propetty S
belonnmf! to: the United. States;™ gives 1o Congress sovereign °
and unhmlted power over thie personsand pmpertv of the peo- -
- ple of this territory,-¢annot be ylelded While the commitiee
: concede that with regard to the ‘mere police yovernment ‘of the ‘

Temtow, (Jonmess may ‘make all- necdful rules and regalar - L
“tions, they d(,nv its. power as' extending bey ond that limit. Itis - -
‘supreme and coritrolling within that llmlt ouly. It can make
o other rules or \cnulauons. the operation of which  will div
< vest or-impair the nlrhts of property of the citizens of the Terri-
" tory, or which encroach upon.their “rights, privileges and im-
munities,” securéd not only to all’ lh«, citizens uf the United
“States by other provisions of the Constitution, but expressly
‘ guwnnned Lo ‘the mhablmnts ot Flor lda by the’ Tlcat) of Cus-
sian..

- The ¢autious and Testricted terms, noedful rulcs and regu-’ S l%
( }atlons” uscd in the Conslltuuon, show tlnnt was not lnlondcd ' ot
i . . . r
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. to invest Congress: with the attributes of absolute sovereignty
=0 . over the Territories. Investing it with supremacy as to certain
"7 " specified objects,'does not include investiture of sovereiguty

with regard to other” objects. .The comnittee are aware that

-others contend for a different construction. and claimfor Con- % .Eﬁri'-r
S - gress under the delegation to ¥ make all needful rules and regu- i} !,-'i H
7 Tatibns” for the government of the Territories, the right to ex- ¢! i/ il
: - ercise exclusive, uncontrolabie and illimitable sovereignty over % ."ﬁ"'- 0 (
the persons and property—over all the political and natural ;é i 'i ‘
rights of the inhabitants.” This assumption originated with 72 'l-'lj‘,‘ Iiﬂ{ v
those political constructionists who have sought an aggregation ] At
in the Federal Government, by taking the Counstitution -in a3} i _{ '
- %large and liberal scnse” of all political power; and has been i i’ R
" recentlyscized upon by the advocates of a fanatical and dan;  {|t Il i
" .. gerous heresy, aiming at the destruction of the rights of proper- 2 J L
_ ty in the south. . It becomes the south to repel the- establish-  f{{ i it
7, ment of such doctrines. - . s A e
"~ " The committee will now advert to the terms .of the deleza. I} = l".l !
. tion of this power by Congress to the legislative Council of 3 !'l;l iy |
i« .- the Territory. Ifit stfill appear on ‘the one hand that such  j X o
“. . delegation was more exteusive than the authority of Congress | ! "i' i
itself, it must be confined within the limit of the original author- F it s,
ity ; or if, on the other hand, more restricted, in the enquiry as F L) t
, to the power of the Legislative Council, it must be still further * i i' L
limited to such restriction. By the Organic Law the power = ('}l 31
©* 1 - of the Legislative Council'is confined to “ all rightful subjects of &' 1] ! s
. .. ' legislation.” This right of legislation cannot be extended beyohd }1 ; h
I the original power vested in Congress by the Constitution.— ‘«f ) ’I § i
“This your committce have contcnded, Is limited, but even- § | |fi}f H
. . though Congress were ‘invested with ahsolute sovereignty, as B e
i " «=some contend, yet the delegation of power over “all rightful sub- ¥ .
.+ - Tjects of legislation” merely, to the Legislative Counéil, is re- - CH
“'stricted. But the committee regard the delegation of the au- | [ [k{i %
e : thority to the Council, as a Legislative construction by Congress ' ‘
i .of the article in the constitution with respect to its own power SRR
“over Territories, and that it is-confined to subjects of more mu- ' i
nicipal legislation only. Now to derive the authovity of the

Legislative Coancil to incoporate banks, and to pledge the faith
X ~of the people, from the powers delegated to Congress in the
.~ 7., Constitation, and by that body to the Legislative Council, must

" "% be to assume that those acts, so far from being the exercise of
sovereign authority, are but ordinary acts ot “ rightful legisla-
. © tion.” This must be necessarily assumed; but mark the incon-

sistency of the advocates of this power, when once the charter
is given, it is thenceforth elevated above the dignity of an act of

« - mere legislation—it is not merely alaw, but a grant, a contract,
w7 i Dbeyond the reach of any future legislative action. The char-
tgrs of the banks are either acts of ordinary legislation mere
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‘nles and regulations,” or they are not ; if they. dre. not, then
te Legislative Council has transcended its, authovity in crea-
ling them, and they are nall and void ; if they arec mere rules ™
fud regulations, they cannot elaim exempiion” from the control
flich the Legislative body must, from the very nature of itg
Coastitution, retain over all laws. The privilege of ‘annual or
pivdical elections, instead of preserving to the people, the
 bower to repair the mischiefs of ‘unwise legislation, and to res
thilie the assumptions of their faithless servants, as it has been
Ue pride dff Americans to believe, would be but a solemn mocke
iy, ifa single -legislatare, daving its ephemeral existence, had
be power to impose upon the people fiabilitics extending’
wrough an indefinite period, and vitally allocting their most
denshed interests. . . '

Itis not a little remarkable that the distinsuished individual
sthe head of the school of latitudinavian v nslructionists, in
bis celebrated argument to prove that Congress possessed the
jpwer to create corporations, classed the Terrvitorial CGovern-
meats as being “ but mere corporations,” and boldly claimed .
thatpower as devived from the article of the Constitution alyea- -

@y quoted, which has relafion to the territory belonging to the - -

U.States. A consideration of the mode of the ereation of the
Territorial  Institutes, called governmems—ithe clause in the
Coistitution - investing Congress with the power to organize
ten, and the objects and .character of those institutes, have sats .
bfied the commiittee, that they are not intended to be any thing ’
ure than mere municipal corporations for the police govern-
ment of the inhabitants of the Territories, till they assume the
kol independent States, and be admitted into the national
onlederacy., ’ R C o o
But yet 1t is contended that inasmuch as Congress has al.
wed the people of the ‘Lerritory of Florida, under certain re-
rctions and regulations, to designate the members of the Le-
slitive Couneil, that the acts of the Council are te be coisid- -
ted ag the acts of the people, and bind them in their sovereign
haracter. . : .
Ititbe true that the people in their sovereign character have
us delegated their sovereign powers to the Legislative Coun.
g, the commiittee would yicld the question in dispute, bat such,
they contend, is not the case.  The Council is, in srath, but the
'Feleagent of Congress in making the needful rules&regulations |
uhorized by the Conststution, the members of which the peo-
o e permaitled to designate, they having had no agency in
¢ establishment of the body, nor any power {o say it shall not -,
tisl. On the original organizution uf the Tuvyritory, and for
ome vears, this permissive v was oot extended to the peo-
e of Florida, but the memders ot the Council were appointed
the President of the United States with the advico and con'

v
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L - “haye -exercised the hoon of désignating thie agents of the Gener+
- - al-Governmeant; when they could not reject or qualify it, they

.' "7 ing ia'the'pepple? *" We think not.. It nine teniths of the people .
" »- of Florida had refused to give even ihis.colour: of apthority to
*.. the agents of, the Geireral -Géverninent; the other tenth under:

~..Territorial Government of Florida, the Govérnor of the . Terri-

. B .- . i - . - o . :i
_~ately been termed . an overseer of a.federal plantation.”. He.is -

*. 7 men® of their rights of sovereignty, . It must not be overlooked - ¥

. “sent of the S}é'!lét_é;-.‘ ., Cdn ithe {»r{i'l'y sid .v_.hitif_beéalisé thie "peé-)ple"

" ipvest'those agents with all the "powers of -sovereigity "belong=.

~ the-act of .Congress” might have exercised this privilége.of se-

" lecting those; agents and’ giving :them-all - the gauthority thcxﬂ"

LMW possess. - s S e o e R i
- Besides, by the terms of the act of Congress; organizing the. -

“tory is made a'component and indeed controlling part of the Le- "
- gislative auathority. . The-people of the Territory have no.part.
~-or 'voice in his selection or-appointment ; he is_ the'mere oflicer

- -and-agent of the Federal Goverament, appoiated by the: Presi-.

;. dent and Senate of the United States, and bhas not inappropri-_

-~ ‘invested with the power-of veto of all the enactments of ‘the Le- .-
- gislative Council against any ‘vote of less than two thirds of the
.- members of both-Houses.. He is- invested. with ‘the ‘potwer-of . §
. suspending the execution bf the criminal laws—he is commander
- -in chief ofthe mihtia of the: Territory, and has the noinination of
most of the civil: Territorial officers.. The chief military officers
- of our Territory.are also appointed by the Gencral Government,
‘" as-are thé Judges and.Fxccutive officers of joyr Courts of jus-,
. tice ; the qualifications of thé members of the Legislative Coun- ¢
"~ cil-as ‘well as of the electors; the ‘place and.period of its sessions 1
“and the pa'y:of its members, have been prescribed and regulated
. by Cangress, and vet on the sole pretence that. the people under -
.“this:Government are permitted to designate a small portion of -
. :the agents thys exercising the,_.-powc_:rs_ of " the Tederal Govern-
", ’ment, .it-is contended that they are” in-the exercise and enjoy-

" also, that itis within the conceded power of Congress to ‘take - i
“away. even this privilege and so to change the Territorial Goy- - f
erminent at its pleasure, as to prevent the people from being in
“anywise heard or felt, in' the conduct of its aftairs; and ahove -
all, Congress has reserved to itself unconditional ‘and sapreme
-control over the whole legislation of this body, asserted to be -
the representatives of the people and-invested with the authority =

" to excrcise their sovereign powers.’ o

..+ Partially represented .as they now are in the Leaslative |

* - Cauncil, their voice can be stifled and their.actions paralyzed in
a moment by the evercise of this rescived controlling power ‘of .
Congress, and yet thjs power so restricted, so dependent on the-

~.will of another, has been claimed at this enlightened day and in

 this land of freedom, as -sovereignty ! and this claim ‘must: be

~ . i
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‘property {6 corporations jn the manner prescribed by-their char-
'.E'go’p_le',: as a people or as a political - government, they -are- not
inding, because thev ~have not beep

'

| wmpetent to create such obligation, - ;

I T ,

investing them with power to hypothecaté their individual prop-
trty, tocreate capital for banking corporations for the benefit of
third, persons, and in two instanées, of those ‘who'are not wholly"

have obtained the faith bonds arid guaranties had:applied-to the

will not be prétended,

obtained the assent of .a single individual . .amongst them ?7° It

hypothesis: that the sovereignty of the people of Florida, before

 bestow, and give to the rightful acts of the council force and ef-

gress; but the committee cannot. forbear the remark that the
reservation of the power of repeal by Congress of all - the laws
of the Territory, appears to’them _inconsistent with the inten-
fional delegation by Congress of tlie power to.crcate gorpora-
lions and:"pledge the faith of the péople by solemn contract,

| power of repeal, might, according to the opinions of the advo-

: trtes.of the banks, restrict or even - wholly destroy the veserved
' power.of annulment.. -Congress; in; its delegation “of authority.

2
3
b

iiceded before wé can acknowlédge the bitiding ‘obligation’ of 7.
1the faith: borids. and- guaranties apon” ilose of theinhabitants of.” - 7 . L
| Horida who have not by .the _individwal act - of “pledging their .~ "'

r, made ‘themselves - directlv : responsible. . Upon_ the wholo - "
created by any-authority. "

.Another view of thi§ question, it_appears to ‘the’ commiiice, -

:rres_ents'the. same cenclusion in an‘equally strong paint of view, " -
It can scarcely be pretended that the voters ‘of this Territory at R
-the elections of the-members of the council, believed they were . i

titizens of the Territory. - Can it bé suppesed, that if those who - -

individval-citizens to sign-and: seal such:mortgages, or pledge of ~ ™ .
heir lands and other  praperty for their benefit, they would have "

~-But it has been urged:-that'the neglécét by Cengress to exefcise. .

the right of supervision and Tepeal of the acts of the Legislative .
 council,‘even if the alleged power of theicoingil was insufficient, - -
rendered those acts valid. Thls argument is based npon the .= -

_we assume the rank of a state, is deposited.in Congress. . The " .
tommittee conceive they have befare shown such hvpothesis to ;"
‘beincorrect, and that the people of Florida never did-and never 5~ - °
could have placed their sovereign power in their keeping, and
that it is not there deposited by any_provisions of the constitu--
tion. _ The omission on the part of Congress to cxercise their .
reserved right of repeal would at most but leave with- the legis- .~
tive couricil such authority as it is competent to. Congress to .

t fect, until they were deiermined by the direct: negation of Con-

“which if executed, in part-or in whole, before: the exercise of the

10 the Liegislative council, reserved ilie right of repeal'and ap-

.hulmenl-in.u'nqualiﬁ'ed and’ unrestricted lers; aiid could not - .
khqve contemplated that thig_right should ‘be fetiered -and re- .. -




- 35th section of the bill.  If it does not destroy it, it must inev-
itably postpone the advantages so obvious and desirable, to an |’

v . .

'e’rh"a'inéd-l-))?:'thé Léigvisira'tiv'e countil,-in 's6 framing their acts, &5

that the doctrine of the obligation of contracts should -intervene:

‘The committee thérefore conelude that ta establish the position

that the ¢haracter of these laws and the acts, under them, pre-
vent the exercise of the power of annulment involves those who
so contend, in the dilemma that the establishment of their posi-
tion would incontestibly prove that the power to pzss such laws

-and authoriZe such act was never delegated.

In connection with these remarks on the extent of the agency
which the people of Florida have in the cnactment of these laws,
and on the power .of repeal reserved by Congress. the comivitice

- deem it appropriate to advert to a fact which forcibly illustrates
" many of the positions they have taken.

The law incorporating the Union Bank, when it first passed
the Legislative couneil in 1883, contained the prudent provision
“that it should not go in force until approved by Congress’—in-

. dicating the opinions of the then members of the council that the
_express sanction of Congress was necessary to give validity to

the extraordinary provisions of the charter. The Dbill was re:

", . turned without the appsoval of the Governor of the Territory;

an ofticer in whose appointinent the people had no voice, be-

" cause it contained such a provision! - The following extracts
~ from his message present, it is conceived, the considerationg

which induced that course: .
“ A sense of duty demands that the bill should be returned to

" your body, with my objections to one of its provisions, which

seems calculated to defeat the objects of the bill and the intens
tions of the Legislative council.” | '

# Believing that the objects proposed in the establishment of
the Union Bank of [lorida..are of the greatest importance to

. the general welfare of the good people of the Territory, and es-

pecially to the planting portion of our citizens ; and that if once
in successful operation, all other banking institations among us
will yield toit. [ trust that the Legislature will not retain the

indefinite period.” : ‘

On the return of the bill to the council, it was reconsidered; .
the clause referred to was discarded by a majority of one; the’.
bill passed by a majority -of fwo, and then being unencumbered

. with the obnoxious clause, was approved by the Governor.

The committee eannot yicld to the force or propricty of the ,
reasons urged in the Executive message, for strikiug out this
provision ; but on the contrary they regard the object of evading
the right of supervision and annulment in Congress, by cua-
bling the corporation to go into existence and form contracis
which were supposed to be thus placed beyond the exercise of
that power, as an unauthorized invasion of the powers of Con- ¢

. -
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tess, and a violation of the right of the people of Florida to the
pardian protection of the superior wisdom of that body. - The
National Govermnent, too, is the owner of more than pineteen- - —
wentieths of the land thus pledged to secure the debts of this -
Justivation ; and its interasts being consequently deeply involved,
{ihad an unquestionable right to have been consulted. - ot
But it has been urged vy some, who cannot repel the force of
be considerations which the committee have. presented, that™ .
{iie question of the validity of these faith borids and guaranties
ihould rémain untouched, till the obligations of the banks with
wpect to them are violated, and the government or people of
Porida are called apon for payment. Great apparent alarm is
espressed, lest the reputation and credit of the people of Florida
sould be impaired, their interests jeopardized, and their honor
wrnished by a different course.” Some have been impelled so
1hir'by their zeal and anxicty on this account, as to declare any .
illempt ta- establish their invalidity, injanious. The committee
lave not been deterred from what they conceive to be the per-
frmance of a solcinn duty to the peovle of lorida, and to those
who may” have become the holders of these bonds and guaran-.
ties, and to the Government of the United States, by such denun-
dation. On the contrary, they hold that the same dictates of
honorable feeling and troe honesty, which would induce an indi-
vidualin society to withhold his name and credit from the per- -
petration of an imposition, should c¢onstrain the people of Flori- -
dato announec to the world their true relation and | position in
 regard to this subject, at the carliest period. At all hazards and
at all sacrifices, they should not quictly lie by and tacitly permit
obligations purporting to pledge their credit, to be sold or pawn:
edin the public markets, and not avow their rights and intene
tions. Nod if infamy there be, it will rest upon those wha,
fearful of the decision of the people upon this point, are sedulous
' to conceal from the purchasers of these bonds the doubts which -
| rest-upon the imputed liabilities of the people. It might even
be contended with great force that continued silence would in- |
. pose a moral obligation upon the people ot Florida to redeem.
' such contested responsibilities, gven though they might be ori-
 ginally invalid. Further silence and delay may increase the
" evil, already grown to an alarming extent, till it becomes irre-
parable, It is believed that more than a million of the bonds’
already issued are yet unsold; and as before stated, above five
and a half millions claimed by the banks, have not yet received
| the signature and the seal of the officers of the Territorial Gov-
" erment.  Timely warning may afford to all parties opportuni-
[ 1y totake such measures as will secure their respective rights
. and interests, which might otherwise become still further jeopar-
- dized. :
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S Mtis contended by some, ;tﬁét-Céﬁgre'ss,'.havingﬁ neglected ity - _
/ daty as guardian of the people of Plorida.in superyising theacty * . -
:‘of the ‘council,'and having suffered the interests of third persons
~—foleigners, said to be unacquainteid with our _peculiar_consti- _ .

- - futions—to becume involved, are justly responsible for such ne.
* glect, and bound to indemnify all who may suffer thereby,—
‘Whether these premises and this econclusion are .sound, and - !
~Whether that body will accede to the .force and justice of this™. '~ -
‘argument, it is not necessary for.the Legistative Conncil to ex. -
.-+ = press an opinion ;° but the committee will observe, that inasmueh -

o]

-as the purchasers of these bonds and guaranties were' hound to, & ' !,: R

_ look to the competency and authority of those wlio professed to -, Vi p
.+ .be clothed with the power to’create. them, if they have been . J 'lgy-. ! -Ii'l

.~ .misled by the dicta and representations of those to. whom they . ¢ Jul A

. -preferred to resort, rather than to the constitntional rinciples - '
:. of our gcvernment, the fault is their own. The people of Flor-  * |
~ ida are not bound by the acts of any who may profess to-be their
_. - agents, who are -not in fact, legally constituted as -such, As- "
"7 "sumption of théir name and authority without their consent, cre- - :
: Btes nd obligation upon‘them, either legat or moral; and it is. . .
. only by their silence, by their acquiescence in such usurped’ au-
“thority, so-ea:nestly pressed qun them as dictated by expedi-
-, enceand policy,-and by'a morbid and mistaken notion of honor.
.0 that such obligation can be incurred.  This fulse . honor may be [
- purchased at the price-of realdegradation ; and your committee
» == -do 'not think thie legislature would be Justified in.withholding the
- - expression of their opinion, when silence may involve our ‘con-
/., atituents and their posterity in irredeemable dishonor_dnd ruin. -
AR Ir)'ent'er.‘taining'and'avow_ing these opinjons, to ‘prevent mis~
- apprehension of the effects of their approval and establishment, .
", "either by the legislation of Congress or that of the future State -
- .of Florida, we would observe, that if-carried out’ by the most
I j-igoi-ous']égis_la—tive action, they ‘do not destroy or. weaken -the
., security of those who held the bonds and guaranties created by

S TR e BT B teion o

" 'the hypothecations'or.mortgage_:'s given.in conformity to the acts

R =T

- .. .‘anywise disturbed, or the “ ohligation of’ contracts” in regard to -
" them impaired. Pretensions claimed asrights, illegally. usurp-
- ed, and which never-have bee’njvesled,_may be repudiated ;. and

L alleged contracts wluch create 'no obligation cither legal -or mo- :

- ral, may be placed upon their proper and true basis, without the
commission-of fraud or justice.” S e

. -The nosition has been.assumed by thé counsel whose opinions

- were sought by the.Union Bank, that the State of TMlorida, when -
—-organized, will be responsible for those bonds and’ guarantios ;

i
incorporating the banks whose capital has been raised on the e | i
- ~eredit of the-Territory.  Nor will the legally vested rights. of T
) - - thecreditors, other than the holders of the bonds and guaranties, . =l
8- or-the responsibilities of the'debtors of those'institutions,  be in. i l I
_the Sl |
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‘nd thotigh this”

| sibjects.expressly refetred to them; they. will bestow a few re-
parks. upon its consideratioc. .. . .- . .~ : :
- It is apparent that the position is based entirely u
smption which we haveé already-contested, that the- Territorial
crporation is a Government of the people of Florida. " “The ex- .

Florida—the infringement by it of tha rights of the people of -
Porida—the attempt by it to act forand in the pame. of ‘the
“wople of IMlorida, are USURPATIONS ; and aceording to the .

ding obligation. s R S S ;

The convention which-formed the constitution for the State_
of Florida, lately adopted by the people, after full discussiorni s0-
kemnly decided this question. They possesse
stible power to make such decision, andit is binding and valid.

No action, either of this council; or. any "future legislatire of

- reign will of the peopleyand o its mandate -all .must bow. A

"contains the following. provisions:

-0 regulate, restrain, and control, all associations claiming tu.¢x+
. eroisc corporate privileges'in the State, sq as to. guard, profcct
and secure the interests of* the people of the State—not viulating’
“vested rights, or impairing the obligation of contracts.”—[Arts-
-t an Banks.: T e
£ “uIn order’. that no inconvenience may-arise from the ‘organi-
' 7ation and establishment of the State Governuient, it s declareds
. #That all laws and parts of laws, now in force, or which may.
' be herealtér passed by the Governor and Legislative councii. 6f
the Territory of Floridu, not. repughant to the provisions ol “this.

[, provisions or limitations, the same shall cease tobe. in force, ar,
- until the General Assembly of this State shall alter or repeul the
- “same ;. and all ‘writs,’actions, prosecutions, judgments, and con-
“tracts, shall be, and continue, Junimpaired, and all process which
" has heretoforc issued, or which may be issucd, prior to"the last
“'day of the first scssion of the General Assembly of thus. Stae, -

'+ ingin this constitution shall impair the obligation of contracts,
climing to exercise corporate privileges in this State,”—Sched-
|- Ttalso contains other general provisions in relation to banking’
P ) L fon T PR
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ue_s)iio,n'__i& not-directly embraced in_the vefer - -
 tnce to.the committee, yet, as’it'1s anim po_r'tgm_t-and.irilereslihg .

Lpic to the public, and s in some- degree conneéted ‘with the

on.the ag- -

acise by this corporation of - the prerogatives, of the people of . "~
‘acknowledged p,ringigles of national law; they can be _of no bin- .

sed full and wcon-" . -

Florida, or of Congress, can revoke_or alter it.” It was the sove- <~

 fuare convention, with the same sovereign authority, s alone .
“competent to change it.  -Thé constitution formed at St.Joseph -~ 7 -

“uThe general assembly shall, at its first.session, have - power * T

- constitution, shall continae in force, until by:. operation - of their. - -

" shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the State; and.nuth- '

or violate vested rights, cither-of individuals, or of associations, . -
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_ -and other corjoration, restricting the power of the legislature -
.7 of the State on those subjects, and prescribing provisions to be . I
' inserted in bank charters, which are entirely  inconsistent and = ‘ i
irredeemable with provisions to be found.in the acts incorpora- . Vi
_ - linv the banks dow existing in.the Territory. The power del-
egated to the first legisiature of the State, under-the provisions °
abuve cited, is plenary, to require of those incorporations a con-
.. formity to all the constitutional requisitions in regard to banks,
_-to be created by the State legislature, under penalty of a total
- .- divesture of the right to exercise corporate privileges and fran-
~-chises. It may be sought to restrict or evade that power. but
" the general terms employed can leave no doubt on the subject.
" ~The qualification of not violating vested rights or impairing the
~ ...+ obligation ot contracts, can have no application to these institu-
" " »1ions, unless the power of'the Legislative Council to create them,
", and.bind the peovple for their labilitics, was conceded ; further
" than to restrict the legislature from disturbing the claims of the
. creditors and the liabilities of the debtors of the banks.
. The convention also adopted resolutions, which were trans-
mitled to Congress and laid before it at its last session, calling
. _its attention to its duties and responsibilities growing out of the
" ‘existence of these corporations,and the extraordinary privileges
" they claim the right to exercise. ' :
.~ That Congress wilt adopt such measures as will tend to the
" protection of the just rights and interests of all parties, your com-
" .mitiee do not doubt. While the T'erritorial Government exists,
_ Congress is the proper tribunal of appeal, the members ot which
.. " are more disinterested and impartial than our local legislatures
. are likely to be. Even if our State Government was organized,
. affected as our Stat: Legislatures might be by the influence of &
_interests hostile to those of the people, a settlement by Congress %,
§
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- of the important questions would be more desirable and satis-
-+ -factory, and probably mare consonant to justice. [t is not to be
.. donbted that the action of Congress, alrcady commenced, will .
-be full and complete ; and save any necessity for action, either
by the Legislative Council or by the General Assembly of the
State of I'larida. .
It is not for your committee to suggest what that action should
., be, or to conjecture what it may be; but full confidence is en-
tertained that it will be such as will secure the true honor of
our people, and protect the just rights of all parties. In glanc-
_ing then briefly at the situation of the holders of the bonds and
" guarantics, and at the mode by which their interests may be.
] protected, the committee hope they will not be understood as
;. thereby dictating to Congress ; but only as being desirous toal- -
- lay the anxieties of the people of Florida on this point, who, as
. b(_acomes a free peonle, are solicitous that not a shadow of sus-
]~ . picion may cloud their integrity, or dim the splender of the ris- ., -
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. Inthe two largest banking institutions, the stock is secured

. by the mortgage of the. property of the stockholders, alleged to

be ample security ; while the- Territory. in c'onsi_d'eratio_n of her
.character as guarantor, has retained the right of appointing a

-portion of the directors; and is entitled to a share of the sur-

plus profits. Let this_right and this interest, be abandoned to

i ‘the bond-holders as an additional security to that arising from

* the mortgage of. the property of the stockholders, and there’

- _cannot be a doubt that their interests will be better guarded than

~at present, with the shadowy interposition of the unauthorized = -
Territorial guaranty. The bond-holders having a direct inter- : -
est in the -proper conduct of the banks while they remain in ex-

.-istence ; their voice being heard in the management of them

. .through the directors now allowed to the Territory, and them-

"+ selves aroused froni the delusive sécurity in which they are re-

‘posing on the imaginary pledge of the people of Ilorida, their
qultimate interests must be subserved by the proposed relinquish-
ment. But let the people of Florida postpone the disavowal
and repudiation of this pledge ; let those distant bond-helders

. sleep urder the false delusion. of the liability of the people: let
' these securities, now said to be ample, remain under . the undis-

turbed and exclusive control of the party whose interests it is

- .-to impair and destroy them, and who can doubt (without the
_-imputation of fraud on the present stockholders) that in the long

lapse of thirty years, either mismanagement, misfortune, vicis-

- situde or fraud will.greatly weaken, if not totally destroy them,

leaving to the bond-holders no other security than illegal obliga~
tions and endorsements, and to the people of Florida the regret
‘that their name was prostituted to purposes so unworthy !

The committee deem it an act of justice to piesent the opin-.

" ons of those who entertain the converse of the propositions they

have maintained ; and have annexed to this report the opinions

. “of the several legal gentlemen who were gounsci to the Union

Baok in the negotiation of their bonds.

WALKER ANDERSON, Ch’m.

The committee, in conclusior, recommend the adoption of the .

following resolutions:

1. Resolved, That the power of the Governor and Legisla- .

tive Council of the Territory of I'lorida. delegated by Congress
over “all rightful subjects of legislation,” under that clause in
“the constitution which invests Congress with authority “ to make
“all necdful rulesand regulations respecting the territory "and
other property belonging to the United States,” does not extend
to the creation of banks with exclusive privileges and franchises,
nor to the issuing of bonds and guarantics, in" aid of such insti-
‘tutions, pledging the faith and credit of the people of Florida:

- - B
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".. 2. Resolved, That sucll pledge of.the faith and “crédit of the-. .
'-...l'jebp]epf‘F!ori(Ia'is;riull and void. " . .. o T
S -And whereas, it 18 .tbe.déliben"a'te"opinip'n-0[_' ‘this Senate, (be-
. ingalso.d co-ordinate’ branch_ ofthe . Legislative .Council; and~
- ., alike ihe - representative of the wishes and opinions of . the peo-- -
. "ple.of Florida) that .the.‘doctrines. and.views cortained" in the . "~ -
7" said report.and resoldtions, are: wholly at variance. with " the
+ . doctrines and-views, entertained by the people of Florida : Now: .
e orey T T T i
.~ Be 1r Known, ‘That this.Senate, do, in the name of the peo-- .
ple of - Florida, ‘Solemnly - Protest, ‘against -the doctrines and
views, set forth; in tha aforesaid report and resolutions, as-dis--

' organizing in “their- character—subversive of . the settled order

o of_'_soéiét_y—-f'—da‘ljgerqqs:_in their tendencies, and calculated, in the . -~ <.~

s, . N ~ R _..
e A
4\_-—"'-_&__ B

“eye.of the civilized world, to destroy all confidence.in the honor, ¥
integrity and good-faith of the people of Florida.. -~~~ - KR i
- 'On the question ofadoptng’ said Preamble and Protest. and i L
- . gpreading them on the Journals of the Senate, the yeas and il 1 4

. yays were called by'Méssrs.:Ber__thelol and Dupont, and were :
o “Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Duval, ‘Dupont and -
L e e T
RN Nays— Messrs. Borthelot, [fart and Walker, 8.

- L

“QOrdered; that the Secretary of tlie Senate cause the foregoing ~- ¥
~ Preamble and Protest to be-entered in: full upon the journal of -
* ..+ ihe Scnate, arid.that he be direcied forthwith to prepare and :
.- - certify four. copies-of the said ‘preamble and protest, together
F - with the vote thereon; and to transmit without delay, to each of
“%7 . the following -persans, one of the said certified copies,to wit: -’ t
. the Presidentof the {United States, the President of. the Senate -

of the United States, the Speaker. of the Housé of Representa-
_ tives of the' United States, and the. Delegate in Congress {rom

. Florida, - e S
, i - Ordered further, that fivé hundred copies of the. same, be’
.. ~printed under the supervision of the Secretaty- of the Senate. - -
{ . Mr. Dupont asked and obtained leave to lay before the House ™
£« the fullowing preamble and declaration : L e T

- “W hereas'this  Senate did;on the 23d day of January, 4. D.
o .1840,in accordance with the suggestions contained in the annu- -
£ :." -al message of the Execative, ‘and moreover in obedience to the.
" © known wighes of the people of Florida, unanimously adopt the. -
i following joint. resolutions, to wit: e T e

' S RESOLUTIONS. o T

‘7. Resolved, by the Legslative Council of the Territory of Flor- - '
¥ - ide, That ajoint committee of the Senate and House of Repre-
v+ -gentatives be appointed in such manncr as the respective hous-
~** es may deem proper, which said committee shall cousist of three
members from edch house to examine sl luspect the books et
-the Union Bank of lorida, containiyy; he rulés, regulations, '

.




- - oFditiancés and- proceedings of said bank, ind all the books ¢on--
-+ taining the, general accounts'of said bank, S0 'ag to.ascertain the

_mames of the stockholders; the number of sHares_owned'by_ each k_j_'-
" . and the amowt lent to each on pledge of _Stock, the names of -

. -the Directors, and the amount due by edich on pledge of stock, -

©oon mortgage of landand slaves, and on other securities—the -
- amount of- Territorial bonds actually sold, how sold;-and for

- .- what funds—the total amount of bills ,ar;d:no_teq lying.0ver.and -
-+~ under protest—thetotal amount of bills in shit—wha. amount

“has the bauk ia its: vaults, and ‘what steps have been taken to-

wards. a_resumption of specie-payments at an early day; the - .-

<. amount of cash on hiand, the amount of nétes in: circulation, the

balance due.to'and froin other banks, the amount of- deposites, -
. " the amount of hills, notes, or bonds. discounted, and all other
. aflairs of said bank, so-as to know “ifs true situation, and be en- . -
. abled to' malke a true veport thereof (o ‘the Legislative Council, : . -

-asfaras‘may be, without examining theé individual accounts-of

“the cuS;ofners_o'f;he"said'bahk_, and also that said committee have. -

" leave to employ one or two-competent clerks, and that said com-

- mittee be empowered to send for persons and papers, and to ad- : .

- Mminister an oath, to-all’ peigons “whom- they ‘may see. fit.to ex-

auine in relation to the affairs. of said bank.. -.

- Resolved, That the "Governor - of 'thc.»'I_‘el_'r'it'b'fy’lie,, and he o
* ishereby requested tor appoint a commissioner, not a member -

: aof either-House; to proceed to Pensacola; to examine fully into.
-the management’ of the' Bank of Pensacola, and to make repory

" thereof,.to the Governor, for the nformation .f the Legislativa

Council.

. Resolved, That a'.joi‘bt' committee of one from the Senate and . -° )
ch =~

- ane from the House of _"Representati_ve',s, be:appointed in _su

~manner as the respective houses may deem proper, to proceed

. “without 'deh_ly. to St. :Adgustine, thera to. inspeot-.the'-boqks and ‘
- migutes of proceedings- of the board of T'yusiees of the Southerp " - -
-Life Insurance and - Trust Compaiy—to ascertain the amount - .~

of deposits therein—an exact list-of balances duo. to and frony

. ..8aid .bo_dy_politic'a;‘ndjc.oxqurat_c,.- and all - ather aflairs éffecting - :
.~ _the credit’and: solvency of the said body politis ‘and carporate—.. .. %
-‘and that said committée be instructod to make report as speedi- T

"~ “ly as_possible. -

"Resolved, That the Commissioner’ appaintod by :tlxéCov-é_‘rh-. o

' - 0r'to_examine into the affairs of the Bank of Ponsacola, be.al:
lowed sush compensation as may bo deemed -reasonable by the

) overnor, not’ éxceeding. 200 dollars—and that the members of - e
-+'the joint committee, ‘appointed -to_exarine. into the affairs of -
"+ the Southérn Life. Insurance and “Trust Company, he allowed -

"'+ the.same eompensation which- is allowed by act of .Congress -
1o members of the Legislative Council, for travelling to and

. {rom-St, Augustine, to be. paid-out of ihe Territorial Treasuryg ~ - %
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}. - and spreading them on tiie
" and nays were called for and appeared as follows: -

?rﬁ S Mills, 5. : S

U

- following message.

' -...S.a,iﬂ'joiﬁt résdihﬁohs‘ ‘were, on the 24th day of the -sime -

"~ " mpnth, transiitted by the Secretary to the House of: Repre-
. sentatives of the Legislative Council of Fiorida, for their action

thergon.: and whereas this Senate have not, up to the present
day, (being the last day of its present’ session) “received from’
the said House of Representatives any response .upon the sub»-
ject of the said joint resolutions, therefore, :

Be it known to the people of Florida, That this Senate holds
jtself absolved from any reproach which attaches to the Legis--"

lative Council for failing to cause to be made-a free, full,” - -

thorough and impartial investigation into the state and condi
tion of all the banking institutions of the Territory,and there:

i by setting at defiance the will of the people.

On the question of adopitng said Preamble. and declaration
'3'0urnuls of the Senate, the veas

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs Bailey, Duval;rDupout and

Nays— Messrs. Berthelot, Hart and Walker, 3.

Ordered that the Secretary of the Senate, cause the forego- -
ing Preamble and Declaration to be entered in full upon the
Journal of the Senate. : . I

Ordered further, that five hundred copies of the said preams:

.~ ' "ble and protest be printed under the supervision of the Secreta- -

ry of the Senate. _ . o ‘ :
His Excellency the Governor, transniitted to the Senate the‘ )

-

, Execurive DeparTMENT, |-
. ‘ . :.g - Tallahassee; March 2, 1840. g
To the Honorable the Senate - o
L " of the Legislative Council of Florida.: , ~ -
. “Y return the bill; entitled an act, to enlarge the -Jurisdiction of |
the county Gourt of Hillsborough county, with the following

« v objettions:

_ 4

1st. The bill gives civil and criminal jurisdiction to thé coun-
ty Court of Hillsborough, which." the Legislative. Council have

¢ - . hot the power to comier, to the extent contemplated. The

court is to possess the same civil and criminal jurisdiction which
the Superior Courts of the Territory never exercise. The act .
of Congress of 15th May, 1826, gives to the Superior Courts
exclusive cognizance of all civil causes of admiralty and mari-
- time jurisdiction, including all seizures under the laws of im-

and or water ; also suits for penalties or forfeitures incur. .
under the laws of the United States, and also of all crimes and
offences which are cognizable under the authority of the United
. 8tates, commitied within the Districts of Fiorida, or upon the
High Seas. Itis obvious that the words of the bill being gen-

L rorl, navigation or trade of the United States, whether madi oy
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b thisbill. o

- the organic:law. » ¢ .

RO o . . C e . o Do, o~

', eral, include the jurisdiction of : these cases, which, already éx-.
clusively imparted to the Superior Courts, mav not be bestowéd
elsewhere, by the Legislative Council, without :a - violation * of

2ud. Were the jurisdiction properly conferred, no - provision
is made for summpning Grand Juries, and for prefering and
- prosecuting Indictments. _The District Attorney is not bound
~ to~ aitend the. .county Courts of Hillsborough—he is .the
only prosecuting oificer known to the law, and without his aid
and presence, even should provision be made for summoning
* Grand Juries, the bill if passed into a law would be inoperative. .
. There are other objections which occurred to me, but for .

. want of time ace not stated. ;b

. Regretting the condition. to which the county of Hillsbo-.
rough is made subject, as'déscribed in the Preamble, I am nev;
ertheless coastrained, for the reasons. given, 1o disapprove of
. H L o
An act, concerning -Jurors in the Southern : District, is ap-
proved ; asalso, .o . —_—
An act to amend an act entitled an act, relating to crimes and
misdemeanors, comiitted .by slaves, free negroes and mulat-
. toes. Coaef iyt ' '

'’ "ROBERT RAYMOND REID,

©y M. Bgrthelot,!frqni't.he committee on enrolled bills; repr.t.d. - .
as correctly enrolled, ar act to.incorporate -the Apalachicola. =~ - ! |

Muwal Insurance Company. o e,
.. The Senate received fro:n the House as adopted, certain res-  ~
olutions requesting the Goverpor to prepare and present to the .
.officers .and privates of the defendérs of the Outhlacooches ~ :

~ Block House, also, to the officers and privates by whom they . e
were rescued, a suitable medal, commemorative of their servi-
ces, which was read, the rule waived, and unanimously ad-, '
. opted. _ oo . : S,
. Mr. Duval offered the following resolution : :‘
Resolved, that the thanks of the Senate be tendercd through.

the Secretary to the Hon. John Warren, for the dignified, able

and impartial manner in whicn-he presided over the Senate, up.

to the period of his resignation. * . | S e

- “Which was read, the role waived, and unanimously adopted., . .
His Excellency the Governor thransmitted to the Senate the

* following Message: ... ’ . Ce a

Execvrive DEPARTMENT, "
S ... .,y ., Tallahassee, March 2, 1840. g R
To .the . Honorable the Senate of the Legislative Council of

* Florida: | o U )

I respectfully. inform you that I have approved the following .~ -~

\ 2

4 agts of the Legistative Council .
' ) - 17 -

Vi rx L

R tare——— e T b R

— T e




i

: folluwmb messnge :

_u,ljl._al‘-h‘-.»q TN - N

BT Y

A tesulumon relatwe to the prosecu:tson of tbe war.in Florida.
i~ A-resolution relative to: the late Col. Levin Brown.
Anact to fix: the County Site of ‘Washington county.

ROBE R.T RAYMOND REID.. v
Also, the followmg

L Exncmvg DEPARTMENT,

J Tt Tallahassee, March 2, 1840.

To t/ze_ Honorable the Senate of 1 the Legzslazwe Council’e of

. Florzdu

: 1 respectfully inform you that [ have’ approved the followmg

. -:',acls of the Legislative Council :

An act to repeal the several acts mcorporatmo “the town of

T Jacksonville,

~An act to amend an act enmled an act to provnde for bmldmg

i a ‘Capitol, and for other purposes.

- A resolution relative to the transfer of claims to the Quarter

‘-'.Master General.

- A vesolution rehtweto the petltlon of R. A. Shme. ' i
. An act to suspend. the operation of the Revenue Laws for the:

... year 1840; and for other purposes, pad to provide tor the setile-
" ';'ment of aII arrears dueto and from the Territorial Treasory. * ™

ROBERT RAYMOND REID.
" The House sent back 1o the Senate an act to provide for lhe o

) _compensatlon of the officers of the Legislutive Council and for

. other purposes, with their refusal tocoucur |u the amendments.
- of the Senate thereto.

On' motion - of Mr. ‘.Ber—thelot, the Sennte appomted the foi

‘ Jowing committee, to meet a similar committee of conference -
. of the House, to take into, consnderuuon said bill, con:xstmg of :
* Messrs. Berthelot and Puval,”

. Mr. Berthelot, from the committee of confelence on the part
of the Senate; to whom was.réferred - an act to provide for the

compensation of the officers of the Legislative Council and. for

- -other purposes, repmlcd the same as. mnended which amend-
- ypent was concurred in.

The bilt was again’ read‘ and: passed ordered that the utle bc
as above.

Mr. Bcrlhelot, I'rom the commmee on enrolled bl"b, reported
as corréctly eurollcd an- act to incor porale the clly of Talla-
" hassee.

His Excellencv the: (Jovernor transmltted to the Senate the

Exncu'mvn DEI'ARTMLNT, ,
: Tallahassee, March 3, 1840. . §
To the Honorable the Senate .
: “of the qulalwe Counc:l of Flor ida, ‘
I ‘ospectfully inform: you that 1 have approved the following
acls of tllo Lt‘blslatlve Councll

' . [
. . . .




Au[ act: {9 rqpeql the second sectlon of gn act approved Feb,., _
10 3843, supplemental to. several acts ingorpyrating’ the Bank;' -
*of Peasacola, and to review the. 8th section of 'an act 19 increase ’
. -the capital of the Bank’ of Pensacola, and toamend the laws .
. incorporating said banl, apd for other purposes, appx'oved 4l.h 2
~ February, 1885, - -

.An actto msorporale the Apalachlcola Mutual Insurance

Lompany P
% 7 ROBERT RAYMOND REID.
Also the foIlowmg

:  1 Tallahasaee, March 2, 1840. AR
To the Honomble the Senate of the chlslatwe Council of
Florida. R
I respectfully mform you that T have approved the resolution . "

.relative to the Block House on the Withlacoochee ; and .

+ .+ Also, the act to lncorporate the city of Tallahassee. . °

o ' ROBERT RAYMOND REID. -

s On mouon, the Senate appointed Messrs. Hart and Mills, .

.’ acommittee to wait on -the Governor and it form him.that the -

Senatc is now- ready to receive any communication he may. be

‘pleased 10 make previous to adjournment sine die; -

Mr. Mills offered the following resolution : R

.- Resolved, That the tharks of this Senate be tendeled to the

. ‘Hon. Geo. S. Hawkins. for the dignified and impartial manner

. in which he has dlscharged the duties of President of the Sen-

. - . ate since the resignation of the HoM. John Warren, which was =

. read, the rule waived, and unanimously adopted ,

" The Senate received from the House as passed, a resolution
for the cBmpensatlon of the Private Secretary of the Govemor,
which was read, the rule waived, and adopted. .

His Excellency the Governor . transmitted to the Senate the

. 'lollowmrr messago:

A . _ C Exncu-rxvr Dx:PAnTMENT. .

o Tallnhassee, March 2, 1840. z . -

: To the Honorable, the Senate of the Legislative C’ounc1l of |

Florida. . -

- - Irespectfully inform: you that I have approved the reso]uuon

- relative to the payment of R. H. Berry, for arms &ec. and '

v Also, a resolution relatlve to the collection of arms, accoutrc- :

- ‘meuts, &e. .

-I approve of the act to provide for the coinpensation of the
'Lemslauve Council, and for other purposes, with the protesta-
tion, that until advised of the decision of the Secretary of the

" Treasary, upon the question of double pay iper diem, to the

. President of the Senate and Speaker of -the House of Repre-

: sentuuves, whlch questlon I have already. submitted to him— .

Exncu'nvn DEPARTMENT, E
A}

¥
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Jthe pav of the said oﬂ’xcers shall be the saiiie as ‘of* ov.her mem-r
bers of the Legislative Councﬂ. ' Terpee
I have also approved of the resolutlon makmg certam apprOa

pnanons. b
(ARRIY AN ROBER'I‘ RAYMOND REID.-
The Sgnate then adjou"ned sme dle, -
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