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an act to amend an act concerning Dower. Which was placed

among the orders of to-day. ‘

Mr. McLean gives notice that he will on some future day ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act
concerning roads, highways, and ferries.

Mr. Pelot gives notice that at seme future day he will intrc .

duce a bill to amend the sixth sectien of an act entitie:! an ac,
relating to crimes and misdmeanors.

" A bill, to be entitled, an act to repeal an act entitled an act ¢
amend an act concerning Dower, was read.

', The Senate then adjourned until Monda~

R
.

: R ' ‘Moxpay, Janﬁary 25, 1841,

The benatc met pursuvant to adjousr. - sat and Friday's pro-
ceedmg s were read. -

: Mr. Walker agreeable to previous notice '\sked and ohtals
Jeav:c to introduce a bill, to be entitled, an 4,.(." ‘o pstablish o
for the trial of crimes and misdemeanors, . itted by slaves
or free persons of colour. . Which was read twice, the rule be-
m" waived, and referred to the Committee on the Jur{mtr‘rv

Ml Dupont gives notice that he will, at an eaviy s v, nalk
lleavc to introduce a bill, to be entitled, an act Lo prevent Duel-
ing.

‘Ths Senate received from his Excellency the Governor t’m

followm" message, viz: .
: : I‘\{ELUTIVL DLPART\ILHT
N _ Ta”ahassee, Jan. 25th, 1841, E
- Te the Honorable the Senate .
. of the Legislative Council of Iloride.
I herewith (mnsnnt to you the statement of "m t'om..,ww of
the Southern Life [nsurasce and Trust Cou: ’
from George I‘xeld,qu the President of tzmt i
BOBERT RAYS
', Which was read and laid on tuc table, and wi{h accompany-
documents orderdd to be prinicd.

Ir. Walker from.the (Jommlttcc on Claims made the follaw-
mtr r(‘!‘mt :

- Clommittee to whom ‘was refered so much of the Govern-

ers Mcbsa"c as relates to ¢ aims against the Iennona] (_.o. .

i '



K3

vétififient for ihi ilitary servides in 1838, bee fehve re<neclfu]f‘f"
to report in part: that they have. had uudcx consiceraion s
Slaims of the” ncmment under Col. L.uwu,and lhe Batalicn

under Ma]on Isiae Garrigon, for military servrccs iin thc year -

1888, ender authority of the Territory.
It appears from the documents and other sources of informas

fion sought by your comipittee, that in the sping of 1538, the ~
frontier “connties of Hamil ton, Columbia and Alachua, were ieft ©

almost defenceless by the United States troops. — The lidions
were overruning the ‘seitlements without check, and massicre
and plunder were of daily occurrence.  The inhabitznts reduced
to a state of desperation, were begining to agitate the propriety

of a general abandonment of their settlements, and such yonr
- committee believe waquld have been the disastrous result, but

for the spirit of patriotisin and endurence that ammated the
mmass of the population of that region.  The conimittce find in

the corroborating testimony of all they bave conversed with,

who were coumzant of the condition of the country at that

Aime, a full sup,unt for the opinion o( the Grand Junv of Co-

luinbia, Alachua and Hillsborough, veived 1o them by this body
that the triuls endured by the frontice people in the spring wud
summer of 17388, have been almost without parallelin the jros

gress of this C'ﬂamnluus war, the brunt of wh-oh it has fuilen

lo the lot of our Tastern bletlnen to sustuiy:  Under these cir-
cuinstances it appears that the local militia was called out for
defence. -On the 19th March Col. Robert. Brown dup'\tdwu
to Gov. Call information of the state of the country, and of the
nccessﬂy of lmmedmle and permanent pmlu,(mu ;o ICPI- to
which Gov. Call, under dite of 26th March, 1838 writes ag
follows :

©# Tghall - lmmed"\tely send an express to Gen. Jessup, and

request him to detach a force for the defence of your scction of
country ; but in the mean time you will order Capt. Cason’s
company into service, and such other forces as you may deem

necessiry for the protection of the inhabitants of your county, .

unless Gen. Jessup shoald send other troops. Those which you
may raise will be continued in service cither under the author-

ity of the United States or of the Territory.”

“And again under date of April 13th, the Governor wites to
the same officer, who had been 1o see Gen. Bustis for the pur-
‘pose of offering his foree to the United States:

1 hope your interview with Gen. lustis has been pxodmlnc
of more beneficial resoits than you anticipated, and that he hias

consented to receive into the service of the United States a

suflicient volunteer force for the protection of the frontier. if,
however, he still refuses to do so, on the receipt of this, and vou

" find the settlements in danger, you will immediately organize

a
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such a force 18 you. mdy deem necessary for tlhie defence of the

inhabitants; you will assign to each company a suitable posi-
‘fion, 0 - 1o cover the whole line of vour fronticr and keep ihe.

troops cunstantly and actively employed in driving back the
enemy. . - .

F

“ And in defending ke scttlements in the excercise of the au-

thority with which vou are hereby invested, you will use = sound

discretion, and call out no larger force than in your judzgement

will be absolutely necessary. for. defensive operatvins.  Should

the troops thus organised and ordeved out, not be received inte

the service of the United States, they will be recognised in the -
service of the Ternitory, and I will endeavor 10 have them paid -

as soon as funds can be procuied for that puronse by the author-

ity of the Legislative Council. With regard 1o forage and sab-

sistence, it is impossible for me to provide either.”
- Acting ander the, order of the Governor, Col. Broww ordered

all his available force into the field, and tesdered them tothe .

United States without success. "These troops centinued under
- order until the "22d July, when they were dishanded by Col.
Brown; in complinnce with the order of Gov. Call s contained
ina letter to Major Garrison of 23d June, n copy of which was

sent to him ; and under date of 23d July, Col. Brown thus ad-

dresses the Governor: .

. With regard 10 a report of the troops in the Teritovial scr-

vice, I kept defering it, thinking I would come on and sce vou
first, but was prevented by the frequent assaults of the enciny,
However, a correct report, I believe, accompanies this letier.

- As regards the time, I saw no law for taking them fora less torm .
than four moutbs, unless sooner discharsed., They were cae - - -

rolled for that time, but some companies fall short of it. I deem
it entirely unnecessary to say, that their services were valuahle
and could not’be dispensed with ; but T refer your Bxcelleney to
the extent of frontier, the United States lorces on that frontier,
and our-resources for support, and I'know that your lixcollency
will be bound to say that we deserve well i€ we never are paid,
The most of these men have beén in the United States service
the two past summers, and assore you that they will al! conenr

with me in saying, ihat there has been more o TAINTIURNER
calls this stunmer than ever before, and that their 12 Leen
more arduous. I therefore hope your Vireclleney ool s able
shortly to contract a loan that will relicye them in soue degree

from their present distress.” :
Uuder similar circamstances to those heretofore referred to,

a Batalion of the Militia in Alachua county, under Alnjor [sane

Garrison took thie ficld. Under.dates of thv: ©th and 11th April,

1838, Major Garrison inforns the Govert - of the situation of

the country, and states as follews: |
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“1 have been under the neceqsxty of calling on ) the d’xf’ferent
Captains for aid in putting down these hostilitics if possible §
and I must respectfully solicit your Excellency’s advice o
the subject, as my or ders will not be obeyed long without your
approving the same.”

. Under date of the 15th Apnl the Governor authorises him
in case General Ilustis should refuse to receive into service a
sullicient volunteer force to co-operate with the regular troops in
defending the country, and driving back the cuemy, “to organ-
ise such a force from his ba uahon, under the duthor-ty ot the
Territory, as w1l|gwe security to the frontier of Alachua.”

Under date of the 8th April, Col. Brown, who was at New-

V'll]o\’l“(, on his way to see General Bustis, wvrites to the Go-
nernor, * I have beer on my way to sce General Bustis who is

charged with the protection of this frontier, and am sorry toin-
form you of the dreadful excitement that prevmls here. There
appears to be considerable of Indian signs in the neighborhood,
and the families have all nearly got safely into this place ; they

are in a great state of confusion. General Eustis has refused .

to reccive them into the Government service they say, and to
enrol without the hope of pay or rations, in their present con.

dition, secems impossible.  In order to hold them together. T 31’uc,

assured them ol your power and ability to give them prs
and have 'ldVl‘:Cd 1\1'1101 Garrison to order ont his \\]lO.t, awxl-
able force.”

- In compliance with the order of Governor Call, the battalicn
ordered into scrvice continued upon duty and rendered ac

-

and eflicient service. The letter of Geueral Eustis addressed

to a committee of the citizens of Newnansville, as well as ,.-IS
lettr to Major Garrison are hereto anncxed ; shewing clearly
that the country was in fact withou!t protection, there being no
mounted force whatever on the fronticr up to the date of his
letter. The two companies of Dragoons spokeun of by him as
likely to arrive for the purpose of “ scouring the hammod\s,”

could aflord but litle relief upon so extensive a frontier, and

wuh such an cnesy. Upon the receipt of Gov. Cull's order

23d June, it appears that Major Garrizon, upon cousideration
oi he continued want of defence, and the inpossibility u[ Com-
! tha
most disereet citizens of the county, determined to postpone his
exccution of the order to disband, aud comunicated his course
to Gov. Call by letter, dated July 5th, 1838, a copy of which
is hereto annexed.  In this letter it will be scen that Major Qar.
rison informs the Governor that under the circumstances, “ he
feels compelled to keep the Battalion in service of the lu;umy

till further ordered.” No further order for the discharge of the -
troops having been giveu by the Governor, they were continued..

it o e



i service till the 19th of September, wlien tlie pressure of tho
necessity ceased, © "+ ¢ . ]
_ In the Annual Message -of the Executive, delivered to the
Legislative Council at its next session, (1839,) the subject of

[

-the services rendered by these troops is presented to its con-
sideration. It will be seen that the Governor states that “it
- became nccessary to invest the officer in command with dis-

cretionary power, in relation to the number of troops to be em <"
ployd for the purpose of restoring tranquility, and to insure the
safety of those who were exposed to danger.” 'The only point
refered by him to the Legislature, was as. respected the neces-

sity for the number of men ordered out.

The commitiee have taken pains to posscss themselves of all
the information necessary to salisfy their minds npon ihis coiat,
and they concur in the opinion of the Grand Jury of those
counties, that the force called out by Col. Brown and Alajor
Garrasod, from their respective commands, was by no means
more than the exigency required, = that the discretion confi--
ded to them was discreetly and properly exercised.  With res-
pect to the service performed by these troops, the committee
have examired with scrutiny, and are satisfied that they were.of
¢ssential aid and benefit to the country, and that both the corps
referred to, have entitled themselves not only to the remunera-
tion" guaranteed by the Territory, but to the thanks of the
country. . '

The committee cannot but express surprise at the delay swhich -
has attended the liquidation of these claims. Having been call--
ed into service and continued upon duty by oflicers authorised
to do so, under circumstances of great sacrifice to themselves.—
The men composing these troops should not have been thus leng .
postponed of their rights by any question as to the manner in

“which their commanding ofhcers had exercised a discretion le-

gitimately confided to them. It was enough that the command-
ers' of their respective regiments were authorised to call them’
into the field in the Territorial service, and that they obeyed
and performed their duty faithfully and ereditably. ’

The committee afier due and full examination of the - 7 zet,
concur in the judgment that the regiment of Col. Brown per-*
formed duty, 2nd are entitled to pay for threz months and six--
teen days. And that the battallion of Majur €7 ~»uzon perform-
ed duty, and are entitled to pay for six monti, wnd that both
said corps were legitimately in the service of the - Territory,
providing their own  forage, subsistence, arms and ammunition,
and did not comprise a greater force than the extent and condi-
tion of the frontier peremptorily demanded.

The commiitce have appended hereto, cortain certificates in
reference to the battalion of Major Garrason, which will serve
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to c‘zphm the reason of tho longer contmu'mce of his b Mlaiice:
in the service of the Temtorv, than the forces under Coleael
Brown. . . ©

- They xeport the annwm" resolutions upon the subject refir-
red to (hem, and ru,ommend their e'un lmssune by the Leyss
latave. :

Resolved, I‘hat th(, Governor bey and e is hereby authorised
dnd requested to settle under the act for the reiief of the,
Tlorida troops, during the Indian war, approved Pebroary 10,

11838, the claims of the regiment commtnded by Col Robert
~Brown, for military services, in 1838, for a term of three months

and sixtcen days. _

i Resolved further, That the Governor be, nnd he i3 hereby au-
ihmlsefl and wquostcd to settle in like manngr, the claims of the
battalion of Ma)m [sanc Garubou, for like services, for a time of
six months.

Resolved further, Th'\t the Governar be, and he is hereby au-,
thorised and réqacsted to allow 1o cach oflicer and man, “such
sum for the forage and sabsisteace. provided by himsell, accord-
ing to the prices carrent at the time, for such articles, as may hc,
IC schthly duc thewn.

Resoleed further, 'Chat immediately upon making such %ttle-
ment, the Governor be requested 1o apply to the proper authori
tics at Washington, for the reimbursement of the amvunt to the
Tarmunv ot Florida. .

'GEO. WALKER, Chairman,

o J. G.COQPER, . )

<. JOUN C. PLLOT: S

- o WM. I ENGLISH, ' :
thch iwas re'\d, ‘and 'with. thc\m,compan) ing documents or-

' dered to'be prinied. -+

‘Mr. Bnockmbmu"h from the Committec on the .Judi lr‘\ary,

' repnrtcd & bill 1o be. entitled, an act to incorporate the town of

Madison” Court House, amuoded, which. r('poxt was lLC(‘lVCd,
and suid Lill ardered for to-day.

A-Bill to be entitled, an act to repeal an act entitled o ant '.o
amend an act, conceruing Dower, was read a second tinz, taid re-
ferred to the Committee on the Tudicim'y. ‘

An engrussed bill, entitled, i ot 1o allow wwrits of exrm‘ in
eriminal cnses, onl\ ‘upon cer lmn cois u.tlun:., ACHE s;mn taken up
in comantiee of the whole, Mr. M'Lean .in the chair.  Afier
sometiing xpvnt in its cousideration, the committee rose amld re-
ported.as o substitute for said bill, a bill to beentitled an act to
repeal all acts allowing writs of exrvor or appesis in .criminal
cases 3+ which repovt was concurred in, and .said bill oruczed 10
be engrossest for to-day,

A il to be entitled, an act-to mcorpoxate the towu of M«dz-
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son Court House, was again read and ordered to be engrossed
for ro-mureow, - - . g , o
- A bill to be entitled, an act to repeal all acts allowing writs of
error or apreals in criminal cases, was read a third time, and
passed—-nrdered that the title be as above,
The Senate then adjourned uutil to-morrovr.

: o “Tuespay, January 26, 1841,
"~ The Senate met pursuant to adjournment and yestsrday's

" proceedings were read.

Mr. Duval gave notice that he will introduce a hill, at an
early day, to suppress aflrays, riots and breaches of the peace.
- Mr. Prlot from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported as
correctly enrolled, an act to repeal the last provision of the filth
section of an act entitled an act 1o establizh n hoard of Wardens
and Commissioners of pilotage for the = of Kev West,

An cngrossed bill to he entitled, *an act to incorporate the

* town of Madison Cowrt House,” was read a third time and pass-

ed—ordered that the title be as above.
The Scuate then adjourned until 1o0-morrow.

WEDNESDAY January 27, 1341,
‘The Senate met pursuant te- adjournment, aund resterday’s
proceedings were read. - . '
Mr. Duval.cave notice that on to-morrow he wonld intva: .-
a bill, to be entitled, an act to amend ‘an act concerning execi.
tions, and also a bill to be entitled an act concerning the publi
cation ol the decision of the Court of Appeals.
© Mr. Duval gave notice that he will nitroduee a bill at come
carly day to suppress allrays, rgnts and breacher of the peace.




