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o Tallaha.ssee 26th January, 1841. !
Ta the Honarable the Senate : :
of the- Législative Council of Florula. S

a,

1 herewith, transmit to you the Report of the Auditor of Pubt--
Ilc Accounts, for the year 1840, -

The Auditor has béen recently appomted, to ofﬁce and labors -
under such dlsadvantnge in making his Report in consequence .
_ of the absence of the Treasurer, which is occasloned by a

famlly aﬁhctlon. e
: ROBERT RAYMOND REID.‘. o B
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" were outstanding by the last Auditor’s report, the sumy of ($7,-

APPENDI\. ‘

The Auditor of Pubhc Accounts ilas the honor to make
- fo his Dxcellency the Governor his Annual Roport for the year
1840. )

Exhibit No. 1 will shew that there has bcen paid into the
Territorial Treasury on nccoum. of Aucllon Tax for the last.

{
,year the sum of $3,448 54 .
And on account of arrears of Aucuon Tax, and Rev- .
cnue for the year 1839 thc sam of 257875 N
: —
. R $G,02729 . .|
By the last settlement with the Treasurer there was i

remaining in the Treasury on the 26th day of De- . : .

comber 1839, the sum of 31243 “
— AR
© Six thousand three hundu,d smt_y nipe dollars seventy- B
two cents, ' . 86,369 72

Bt as the Treasurer is at this time absent, (from domestic af-
fliction) Iam not-able to. report an ‘annual settlement’ ‘with him, .
so as to show the amount now remaining in the 'llensmy or
what amount of Treasury warrants have been paid ofl’ since
the. last apnual report. So soon as he returns, which is daily
expected, the proper settlement will be mada and reported.

_Therg appears to -have. been issued of Auditor’s warrants,
sinceé the last report, the sum of ($10,294 36) ten. thousand two
hundred ningty-four dollars and thirty six cents, and that there

656 93) seven thousand six hundred and fifty sixty dollars nine+
ty three cents.

But until a settlement is had with the Territorial Treasurer,
am unable to report what amount has since been paid, and con-
<equemly the amount now due ana outstanding. :

‘The amount must-necessarily be large, as no revénue was as-
sessed or coliected last year, and the sum paid into the Treasury
on account of Auction Tax and arrears of last year, 1839, as
will be seen, was 'small,- -proportioned to the demand of Treasu-
¥V, p‘nlu,ul.nlv for the expence of prosecuoting criminals,

A large amount of Auction Tax reported to be due would

have been paid, but for want of the reccipt of” the ‘Treasurer,
aud has been withheld until his retarn,
All of which is respectfully submitted - - -
by your vbedient servant,
JOHN MILLER,

Auditor Public Accounls lor Territory of l' lorxda,
Te his Bxcelleney .

Rosert Ravmonn Rein, A
Jnnu.uy 18, 1841, ‘

‘
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Esmrmir No. 1. E
ng the Amount Relm ned on Auclion T'ax and the Amount paid ino the T nas‘ury on Tax, mzd ar-

A Statement showt
T'az and Revenue for last year, smcr’rhe last Auditor's Reporls, and Amount paid on Orphan 1. winds.

rears of Auction

— Amount Auction Keturns, 1840, N . Arrears Bevenue, ' -0
- - O AT Awt || At || Arrears | ; Am’t. | Am't. a'm’t
Auctioneers. Counties. | | fetd. | Paid. || Due. ‘ll4c’t Tar T. Coltectors. _C'ouniws. Paid. | Due. | 0. F. .
R®.J. Hackley, |Leon Couuty 343240 ¥235[60}) {1052 10 |1006]87;| 19650
AL M. Alesander] ’ 143'10“ uze | [ ] 5 16 04 L
F.B. Whiting, | & 2 o‘ ‘ 550, 4 ” ' I
. B. W. Dorsey,. - N ‘ ‘ Z 3¢ ?Z 38197 : o . ] 10' ) 3'188
%Bﬁﬂd&me 1Gadsden, 43 :l’B 43 ol || |E Stephens, Hamilton,| 161 847
1 H. Parke} . 'Jm:ou .| 1880 18 so‘ o Jc=see Carler,* Ahchua 250  {4839'77), _-" PR
. Esb’?owgim b, [rkin 411]82 '1 411j02 W.R. Tﬁylor Sefferson, | 913'50i1 50 | - =
E Fher. - Tef ' I 1 215 1 1. L.Baryt Cileon,. | 1287 .. 119}50. , =
J. 21 Palmer, -)Jellerson, iD gl 4D, eCl d Walt;m - 119150: . 5
J. L. Phiilips, St. Jolms 50:86 1158 39128 AP McCloug, | ) | S _il_g?_l_) J— N .
R.D. Fontane, 34677 212 134)77 A0 L 5501755563 38) | ia77i08
Y. Killgere, Hxllcborouch 1200~ 130] AR A S o EOTETONOSG IBINET
W.H. Wall, " |Mooroe, | 20549/ 47521 24363~ . | | : :
C. M. Wells, }- 27 25 o : :
J. A. Thouron, ay 47 76 | 4776 f
J. B. Brown, . ,{ IR 122 89]| 122,89 o i
? A. C. Teft, o sTo4f 85319t T T
A. T. Telt, « 134 73| 132 765 N T :
. A.Pattersom. ] K ' 58/95! N A U B | EE
!14085‘221 3148:51 100G'S8.

. JOHN MILLER, Auditor Public Accounts, Fla.

A

¥ Collection resisted. -t Amourt a5 pcr former Report, ©.. ... -
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- . Exumir No 2.
A General Statement shewing the aggregate of Auction Taz
- and Ariears of Revenue and the Ezpendltures of the Ter-
nta? "y, under their respective heads, for the year 1840.

Dr.

Expenses State Convration,”. : - 173°00
Ig prosecuting criminals, Western District, 8,826 55

. Do. do. do.  * Middle do. 1,246 65
Do. do. . do. - Apalachicolado. = 1,718 13 -
Do. . do. - do. Tastern, do. 1,332 87
Do. do. de. Southern  .do. . 206 62
Do. Exccutive Department, 800 00
Do. Trcasury do. 1,542 00
Do. Collecting Revenue, . ' 1,454 05

i . $12,360 60
’ : ©. Cr.

Bv ‘balance in the Tr easmy, 26th Dec 1839, - 342 48

By amount received on Auction Tax, 1840 ' 8,448 5¢

By amount received on arrears of Auctlon Tax 4nd _
‘Revenue, 1439, . 2,578 715

By IMines and Foxfentmes, - ' 1,558 10

By balance Auditor’s Warrants nssued 4,432 78

@

| $12,360 60

v, "
—_—

Avprror’s Omrxcn, Januarv 18,.1840,
To st Excellency Robert Raymond Reid, Esq.

Sir,—Annexed is a list of Auctioneers that have tendered
payment, but in the absence of the Treasurer tannot obtain
receipts for commissions on muction sales: .

R. J. Hackley, Leen County
I.. W. Dorsoy, « “,
I". B. Whiting, «  «
A. M. Alexander,% . “:
13. Byrd, “ “
ob’t Mvc:s, Fjanklm Countv
John M. Palmer, Jefferson “ =~
1. D. Fontane, St. Johns ® _
Respectfully, '
_ Your obcdxent servant, -
. , . JOHN MILLER,
- Auditor Public Acoeum;s.

P
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2 ' . _ Taﬂahassee, Junuary 11th, 1841. § K
f . To the Honomble the Senate” . . i
f ©} . of the Legislative Council of Florida. ¥
5 . “. ] herewith transmit to you a * statement”, of the condition of it
] the Union Bank, just received from John G. Gamble, Esq., i
the President of that Institution. !
ROBERT“RAYMOND REID ")
. i
. coey. " . -
' Union Bank or FLonmA, j
‘Tallahassee, Jan. 5th, 1841. :

. Sir :—) herewith enclose a statement of the condition of this

- - Bank, as on the 1st January, 1841, Also a list of names of

o Stockholders of the Bank, who are proprietors of 20 shares and

upwards. . .. Yery respectfully, '
g ; . _ ; R Your ob’t, serv’t.
. JOHN G. GAMBLE, I’res’t
. j - 'To Robert Raymond Reid, Esq. Governor of Flonda
i N ’ [
s % . )

o
By
§
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- STATEMENT
’ ' QF THE

GUROW BANK OF PLORIDA,

©On Friday Morning, January 1, 1841

S _ . ‘ :' . .@ﬂ’e
Stock Notes discounted, $1,902,159 23 . s
Do. in suit, 8,302 00 e
— 1910461 23

Notes and Bonds discounted, -
Do. insuit,

Bills of Exchange’returt_\'éd,‘protested,
Do. . in suit,

Territorial Bords unsold,

- Florida 8 per cent. Bonds,

N

Premium on Bunk Stock,
Protested Account; : -

Interest on Post Notes, due i'n '1.841., -

Do. do. . do. - 1842,

Due by Banks and Agents, :
Agency at St. Joseph, o

Cotton Account;

Real Estate in Tallahassee,

Real Estate in St. Joseph and Jack-
son County,

Real Estate in Richmond, Virginia, -

in trust,

Cash Ballance, Specie,

Notes of other Banks and Corpo-.
rations, -

968,824 62
388,188 07~ . - -
———— 1,356,962 69
106,790 05

21,778 57 :
—— 128,568 62
704,000 00 .
50,000 00 , -
— 754,000 00
3,801 00
= . 693 49
13227 86 ... .
11,986 17 - -
- ~ - 25214 03
163,118 48 !

. 93,406 00
L ey 1 256,525 98

4,664 53
25,169 90 -
'59,18532
9971 84 N
———— 04,327 06
2,022 88 .
19,528 00 X
.- 21,550 88

Dollars, 4,556,768 81
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Capital Stock, . 88,000,000 00
Cash Stock, o . 143,700 00 v
) : 3,143,700 00
Due to Banks and Agents, .= - . 864,193 15
Bills Payable, Lo T - 33,455 27
Post Notes issued payable in 1842, - 216,154 71
- Bank Bonds payable in New York, - . . .
1841, o ' 25,000 00
Deposites, including Certificates, 184,337 69 -
Circulation, . , . 365,111 00
"Sinking Fund, - . 330,962 12
Interest upon $497,000 of Bonds of RN

-the Bank issued in 1837, and loss- . Coe ol
on exchange in refnitlance to pay | ... - .- .
principal and interest of the same §
also, loss on exchange in remit-
tances to pay interest of Territo-

rial Bonds : also, discount on sales

of $476,333 33 of Post Notes of

-the Bank of the U. S, all of which . g
sheuld have been charged in the
annual statements for January, . , .. :
. 1839 and 1840 ; besides the sums S
then charged,* = 100,847 020 .

Which will reduce the Sinking Fund, S L
tothesumof . . = 230,115 10 .
Discount Account,  $216,901 16 SR

Incidental ex- _ .
penses, . 32,638 00

In’t. on Terri- , . B .
torial bonds, 137,760 00 o : : -
Do. Bank do. 7,727 76

Loss on cotton L
shipped to
pay interest
& exchange . o
thereon, 44,073 51 222,108 27 5,208. 11 224,816 99

T - — — Apa——— -

Dollars, 4,558,763 tﬂ

# The. 1itoms here reforred to were included in the account ot Joha G.
Gamble, Agent, which was nat adjusted until after January, 18.0, »

B -

A




. There are arrears of interest due the Bank upon Bonds and

Notes in suit, arid other papers lying over -under protest, exceed-’

inz in amount $110,000, which added to the ‘above sum of

$224,816-99 would make the Sinking Fund $334,816 99. - - -
‘ R. L. RUTGERS, Assistant Cashier.:

‘A

- TerrirorY OF FrLoRrIDA, z *
. o : . County of Leon. #
' Personally appeared before’ me, a Justiee of the Peace for
the County aforesaid, Henry ‘L. Rutgers, Assistant Cashier, o
the Union Bank of Flerida, and made oath that the above state-
ment is correct, to the best of his knowledge and belief. .
Given under my hand and seal, this fifth day of January, 1841,
: ' A, SPENGLER, Justice of the Peace.

3
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vt Bsrcutive DEPARTMENT, g
g wan Ans w7 Tallahassee, 25th January, 18416
“To-the Honorable-the Senate N

x "o} the Legislative Council of Florida. * - =™

[ herewith transmit to you the statement of the condition of
the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, just received

from Geo. Field, Esq. the President of that Irstitution. =
C ) "+ " ROBERT RAYMOND REID

tEs)

PR
- — -

-1+ Soururry Lire InsuraNcE AND Trust CoupaNy, |
' Tallahassee, January 22d, 1841. 'y ¢

* " To his Excellency o R
o Robert Raymond Reid. -~ _ - %
"Str :—1I transmit herewith the annual statement of the cons
dition of this Company. . A little delay has unavoidably occur-,
red in consequence of the difficulty of communicating betwecn’
iis.various offices. . -
At the date of the last annual report, this compary stood al-
most alone, in the Southern country, in its policy of paying coin’
for its notes and obligations on demand. Conscious of the jus-.
tice of this course, and desirous of sustaining as far as practica-

" ble, the credit of the Territory abroad, and by its example and.

influence to induce resumption on the part of athers, the Trus-
tees hesitated at no effort or sacrifice in their power, to maintain.
the character which they claimed for the Institution, and to
which they felt themselves justly entitled. : _
Notwithstanding the liberal facilities aflorded by this company .

“toits dealers, in furnishing exchange, and the indulgence granted

1o its debtors, such had been the credit of the Instilution at the.
North, in consequence of their manner of doing business, it was
not doubted, that either by sale or hypothecation of its bonds
guaranteed by the Territory, (of the usc and full eredit of which,
they could not expect to be deprived, having strictly complicd

* with the requisitions ot their charter) and by a like use of the.

$50,000 of ‘T'erritorial Bonds received for a loan negotiated by -
vour Excellency, they would be enabled to meet all their engage.,
ments.  Nor will it be contended in view of the then immedi;taf
liabilitics of this company, that such expectation was not well
fourded. The most extraordinary character of the report, how-.
aver, of the Judiciary Committec of the popular branch of the .
last Legislative Council, and the subsequent action of that branch
upon it, had the cfiect of deleating every attempt at negotiating
on any thing like fair terms, not only the §400,000 3{' bonds.
guaranteed by the Torritory, (and for which guarantce abund-
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ant security, as required, was given,) but also the $50,000 loaned -

~ to the Territory, for a.part of which, New York funds were

paid. Nor was this all.  The company, unable to resist the in- -

fluences thus operating- to its prejudice, could not make its own
credit available. : , . ..

A general and fatal distrust of all Florida securities arose in
the money markets, and as the engagements of the company in
New York matured during the summeér, they were compelled
on some of them tosuffer protest. -

Anxious, if possible, still to sustain thamselves and meet the -

just expectations of their creditors, an earnest appeal was made

to the Northern Stockholders who had originally paid in about

two thirds of the capital. They were made familiar with the
situation of the company, and the immediate 'causes of our ina-
bility to meet engagements, and were urged 1o lendjus 200,000
dollars, either in money or credit, a sam deemed amply sufficient
to place the company upon high and independent ground. It
was feared by the Stockholders to whom the circular was ad-
dressed, that the same unlooked for measures, on the part of the-
constituted authorities of the Territory,.which had operated so
seriously to our prejudice heretofore, might be continued, and
thus zhis attempt proved fruitless. They had through the me-
dium of this Company, invested much money in I'lorida, and
without some better assurance than the ufidersigned felt author-
ised to give, that the company would be permitted to enjoy its

chartered rights in quiet, so long as they acted in good faith, they -

were unwilltng to invest more, -
Anxious to relieve ourselves as far as possible, an effort was
made which, in most cases, proved successlul, to get indulgence

. on a portion of the amounts protested, by paying the balance, . 5

which was done. And in New York, where our credit had suf-
fered most, our efforts tended in a considerable degree to restore
it, not however, to a suflicient cxtent, to bring relief from all
our eagagements; nud until some favorable action of the Coun-
cil, which shall -tend to wipe away the stain cast upon the cred-
it of the Territory, and thus enable us to disposc of the $175,-
000 of bonds, necessity will force usto a rigid curtailment, to
meet the expectations of your Excellency. It will readily be
perceived, by reference to the report herewith, that the secvri-
ties in bonds held by this company (if made available by a res-
toration of their credit, so far as it may depend upon the faith of

_ the Territory,) will be suflicient to render unnecessary any press-
ing measures agaiust their debtors.

The present circulation,und other immediate liabilities of the -

company are not large, compared with its assets, a suflicient
amount of which, it 1s hoped to malie available to meet the lia-
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bilities abroad as they mature. Our policy has nat becn to ez-
pand, nor to contract faster than seemed compatible with the
safety of our debts, and particularly as collections could only be

made in the notes of Bunks whu,ll neither gavc specie or ex-

change.

Our first object has bccn to do justice to our creditors. If -

other Institutions have succeeded in this better than we have, then
it may be proper (o institute compar isons between us, unfavora- -
ble to this Institution. If * serious doubts are entertained of the -
solvency” of this company, the undersigned is unable to perceive

reasons for such doubts, which wauld not apply with at leastas -

: great force to the other Banks of the Territory.”
The Trustees have loaned no money at any time, to such as
they did not think able and willing to pay according to agree- .

ment.  They have sometimes, like others, becn deceived in this,

but claim for themselves, the ability to profit by experience.~—
Thcy"havc constantly aimed to have their doings characterized -
by the strictest impartiality, looking always calcfullv to the pe-

cuniary ability of the applicants, and to t'xc natare of the secu- &

rity offered.

The Trustees are well awmc of the disadvantages- undcr
which they labor at a time, when the patience of ncarlv every .
sound business man in the community, has been eshausted by the
continued suspension of the Southern Banks. ‘T'hey know, too,
how dclicate a thing the credit of a Bank is, and how easvnl is
by a single expression to injure it, B

Awme of the high obligation and neccctlly that exists to ree
sume specie puvmcnls as soon as practicable, the Trustees will

do all in their power, consistent with a due regard for the in- -

terest of their debtors, to bring about so desiyable -a result. - To
regain the same flattering conhdencc which has herctolore been -
extended to them by the ¢ citizens of the Territory, and to mcnt
its enjovment will be their constant aim. :

All of which is respoctiully submitted.

CLO FIELD, I’xcsndcm.
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STATEMENT " -

of the condition 'qf the Sovrnenn Eirs ]N_SliRA.NCEVQND. Trusr
Comrany, compiled from returns of the Apalachicola Office
. of fifteenth current, returns from Tallahassce, St. Augusiine

. and Jacksonville Offices, und from Agency_ at New York, 12

- the 1st day of January, 1841.
. L RESOURCLS.

Notes and Billswdiscounted,

Amount due on Bonds and Mortgages,
Suspended Debt, ’
-Loans on collatteral security payable on demand,
Bonds including $25,000 loaned to the Territory

on Territorial Bonds, and yet unsold, .

~ Bonds guaranteed by the Territory and remaining

uusold, ‘
Bonds of Union Company and Union and Poto-
. mae Company of Maryland and Virginia,

+ [This amount is amply secured by mortgages -
- on real estate in’ New York, Maryland and

_ Virginia.} o r .
Balunces due from sundry Agents, Banks, Bran-
. ches, &e. other than Branclies and New York
o Agency of this Company, ’
Bulances for wdvances on account of ecotton at

.. Apnlachicola, 52,163 49

AL Talluhagsce, 96,602 09

" Bank Stocks, . .

Reul Kstato, including (wo Banking Mouses and
1 sots, . .

Porsound property jn five ollices, 0

Ovordentla = Arroganto a't, at all the Branches
duo from 20 individualy,

Profit und loss, including all logses in nogotinting
Bouds, and aftor paying all expeuses to Jan-
ey f, 1811,

Cash——Bank Notes of other Banks,

30,217 00
Specie, ¢

3,010 89

Dollars, 2

v

774,762 49
659,961 23
15,305 23
29,158 17

17,000 00

150,000 00

- B7,622 48

- 47,884 of -

. B e

8,600 34
26,045 00

U1L,016G 0p
BAUUTIR B

20,160 51

61,972 81

33,227 89

e e

058,002 23

A ]

CSta aie
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'Gapltal Stock R Y
Due to sundry Banks and Branches, othel than = 2
' 18,088 32

Branches of this Company, ,
Deposns to apply to discounted papex past due,
Certificate account for deposits,
Certificates issued to the Umon, and Umon and
Potomac Companies,
Deposits due to mndividuals,’ ‘
Dividends unpaid, '
Bonds issued by this Company, payable in 1865,

897,075 00

16,608.22
22,281 73,

82,762 25
106,003 76
972 50

bearing five per cent. mterest, and guaranteed I

by the Territory,

;Bllls payable at Agency in New York in the

year 1841,
Other obllgatlons of thls Companv for loans,
Notes of this Company in circulation,

Resulting balances, being items of accounts of
the several offices in transztu, )

) Dollars, :

" 400,000 (0

253,692 95

© 187,079 91
© 111,595 00°

v
i

11 ,904 60 -

2,058,002 23

. -
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i 1t may be proper to’ remark that some interest is due
the Company on loans; but it s believ

~dnd due the " Gompany, -not ‘embraced
equal in amount,- - o

: from
ed the -interest earned
in:foregomg, is at least

oy Lo DT GEO. FIELD; President;"
“J. WiLriaus, ‘Caslier. » S
;" Terrrrory op FL'Q?‘,Iﬁi\{' ‘ ‘ . R

i . .. Leon County,” ' SNSESERS |

“George Field, President, and John Willirms, Cashier, of the -
Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, being duly sworn,
depose and say: that the above statement of the condition of
the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company is Just and -
trae according to the best of their knowledge and belief,

*.  A. SPENGLER, Justice of the Poacs,

. TaLranasser, January 22, 1 841
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nor Calls Messageto the Legislative Council atthe Ses-
i A_Lu ';siah.qf‘lssgtsz«-.J.." S Sl f

4

B Sl St . [ St
.on of the Legislative Cauncil, qur frontier sattler
ments have heen greatly harrassed by the marauding bunds of the ene~
any, notwithstanding the formidable and well appointed force employed
by the Government in.prosecuting the War, and in defending. the fron-
tier, the struggle with the Seminoles still continues with all the appal-
ling incidents of savage Warfare. During the last summer, numerous
and distressing instances occurred, in which whole families were mur-

" dered by the midnight attacks of the enemy. The froatier inhabitants

were kept in a state of perpetual danger and. alarm, and although the
troops of the Governmeunt were actively employed 1o their defence, it
‘became necessary in the opinion of 1the Executive, on the urzent appli-
cation of the pzople and the officers of the exposed districts, 10 order a

ortion of the Militin into seivice. In Middle Florida these trcops

ave been recognized by the Government, and most of them have been
mustered and paid for their services. Bat, in East Florida, where a
much larger force was employed, the Commanding General did vot con-
sider themn necessary for defensive operations. In consequence of whigh
the troops called out from the ccunties of Alachna and Columbia, huve
pot and perhaps will not be paid by the United States. A correct re-
tarn of the number of officers and men, or of their term of service, has
not been received from:the county of Alachua. Dut the- oflicer._epm-
manding the Mulitia of Columbia county, reports a whele regiinent. 1
have been in service, amounting in the azgregate to seven hundred ang
ninety-three officers and men. “Whether so large a force was neeessury
for the defence of the Settlements, is a question which the executive is

able him to form a correet opinion -on the subject.  ‘I'he Jaws. of (ha
Territory require the Txecutive, in cases ol invnsiun‘ur_insu_rrr.'v:ti'pui, 3
to arder out such portion of the Militia; as be may deem necessary
the defence of our citizens, . But velying on the protection of the s
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it was not until repeated outrages had been committed, and a number of
lives had been sacrificed, that recourse was had 1g the local militia forde-
fence. Inadopting this measure at a time wheg the Indians in small
bands hovered on the skirts of every settlement, and ever inhabitans
exposed to massacre, it became necessary to invest the oihcer in com-
mand with discretionary power, in relation to the number of troops ‘lo
be employed, for the purpose of restoring tranquility, and to ensure the -
gafety of thdse who were exposed to danger. But, he was specially
instrocted to employ no larger fosce than iu his judgment, should be ab-,
solutely necessary, for defensive opermions. The wagical oecurrences
on that frontier for some time preceeding, and sabsequent 1o she date of |
this order, demonstrates the propriety of the course pursued. It mat-
ters not how numercus may have been the regular force engaged on that” -
frontier, or what may have beeu its efficiency, gallantry, and enterprize;’
the unquestionable presence of the enewny, the suvasion of the country
and the murder of our citizens at their own threshold, or while engage&
in cultivating thier fields, without discrimination of age or sex, 15 the
best proof that sufficient protection was not given by the Army, and that”
it was necessary and proper that the wilitia should be called outin the
defence of their families and homes. Under these circumstances it'ap-"
pears to me that there should be no hesitation on the part of the Gener-;,
al Government in paying the trocps thus employed. 1am not disposed
o encourage an extravagant expenditure of the public treasure, or 10 ask
compensation for services which were never rendered. But, the troops
in question having been called into service, consistently with the laws §
of the Terrilory, so far as services have been petformed I recommend
that theiv cluims for compensation be presented in an appropriate mem-
orinl to Congress, and tEﬂt if they should not be paid by the United
States, that the Tgrritorial' Government promise the necessary compen~
- gtion. © 0 7 T T

[P RNS fa iy il e e A "
e R R EXTRACT L e
From the presentments of the Grand Jury of Alachua, g Nor.1840.,
e . .+ - +-Anacuua Suveemor Count, § .~
I BoaainE o - November, 1840, i :
The Grand Juross of the covnties of Columbin, Alachua, and Hills-
‘borough, before separating for. their homes, take ecemsiow to call atien- |
tion to such subfeets as they deeun important 6o oloe eountics from the
Body of which they eome, - o L
hey represent s am act of great injustice; chat the volunteers in- ',
Alachuzand Colubia, called owt by an ovdes of the Governor, in the
year 1638, still renrain vupaid for their services. They alfude’to the ™
regiment of Col.. Robert-Browan, and the battalion under Bajor Isnae ™
Garrisom. Both these corps were summoned inteservice for the protec- .
tion of this extensive frontier, at a time when the withdrawal of all
- the United States forces from the interior, and the repeated massacsve ’

-
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which were occireing, rendered it a matter of exceeding argency, and:
imperative necessity that they should take the field. They did so at:,
their own expence, under authority of the Executive of Florida, and the. |
Jaws then and sull in force upon the subject, trusting to the pledged -
faith of the "Territory, for their proper and stipulated remunecation.  The
Grand Jurg bear ready testimony to the activily awd efficiency of their:
services, duning the spring and summer of 1838, and Jo rot hesitate to:
declare their conviction that but for the protection atforded by these:
corps, the whole country East of the Suwannee aod West of the St.:
Johns, mast and wonld have been abandoned. - S
It was a year of great diffculty, distress, and misfortune to the inhab-:
itants, and wothing but the encouragementand support which the effvrts:
of the organised militia produced, sustained and carried the peaple !
through that peculiarly trying season, and resulted in the continued oc-
cupation of this region of country up to the present time, They ask:
asan act of justice,” due to the brave volunteers of whom they speak, -
a prompt and early liquidation of their claims, and request the Repre-.;
sentatives of their counties to urge the subject to the attention of the
next Legislature. . N

oW N S -

o]

f hereby certify that the foregoing is'a true extract from the general pre-
sentuents of the Grand Jury of Alachua, Columbia, and Hillsho-..
rough, at the November Term, 1840, of the Superior éourt, -this 2d
day of January, 1841.~ -~ - - S : '

3
R

“ BENNETT M. DELL, Clerk, .’

1 certify on hover, thatin compliance with the order of the Governor
of Florida, under date of the 26th Murch, 1838, I proceeded to organise
and muster a force for the defance of the county of Columbia, and ad~2
jacent frontier. That the adjutant of the regiment, pursuant to my or-
der, procecded to inspect and muster the following companies, to Wit ;om
those of Captains Martin, Pelot, Sanderlyn, Casdn, Roberts, Bryant,
Tillis, Hooker, Worth, Johnson, and Migell, that said eompanies were
brought into service on the sixth day of April, and continued in service
until discharged by niy order in compliance with the order of Governer- .
Call, on the twenty second day of July, of the same year, making a-
term of tiree months and sixteen days, with the exception of Capr,
Bryant's company, which was discharged by the Lieutenant Colonels s

in command, on the twentieth day of July, That said companies, while' -7

o _in service, were constantly in preparation for daty, and abeyed all..
orders issued by me throuzh their respective ofticers.  "I'hat they per-
formed a more arduous and active duty than was performed by the volun-

teer forces in the service of the United States in 1837, when I was my. <~

self in service, Were all che time on the alert, and engaged in & sys.
tem of scouts. Had several skirmishes with the enemy, and succee(ch
in a more effectual protecuion of the settlements than has been employed

before or since that period, . -~ . .. v
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Thlso certify; (laf 3peki-frage dnd subsistence as coulid be procured by
thé', Quarter Master;were' furniskied, and that when it could not be pro--
cyred by that officer, the ‘men were directed by me to-furnish their own:.

" forage and' sibsistence, which ‘they-did, upon the express understand- !’

@ that they should receivée therefor, the same price for which they cculd?
time, or which they might have to pay}

in
sell the same articles at the same’
forit.- - - @ P ' ;
“"And [ forther certify ‘that regular reports of the strength and completess
ness of each company were made at the time of mustering by the Adjua
tant, and that the regiment provided its own wmmunition, arms, and ac-L
coutrements for the’ service..” That the muster volls presented and cer-
tified to exhibited a report of the number of men and oflicers as reported:
by the Captains of companiés; that said companies were actaally in;.
service, and under ordere for the: period designated 1n the said rolls rese.:
pectively,'and that they aré justly and strictly entitled to pay for thes
said term. ce s T e : Cak
. ‘Witness my hand at Golumbi
1841 e .

D
)

an et

: c'oumyl’»i!his fifth d“.); of January, AD:

ROBERT BROWN,
Regiment Florida Militia.
R el B

* 'Col. 12th
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o ;;“_From ‘General-Bustis to Committee of Citizens, - "}
Heap QuirTens, 20 DivisioN ARMY OF THE Sou'ru,'g

ey ardy-b phes gl .G'm:g:_y’.s Ferry, ‘l_E)lh Apri), 1838,
<o the Committee.of the .Citizens of Newnansville: o 15
7! Gentlemen—Your communication of the 13th inst. was handed to m_'e_»;
“two hours since by Mr. Knight.. ... 0 | ) R
*  « No oné can regret mare than [ do, that the very smali military force,
* ““yuder my command has been found wsuflicient to, protect the inhabi-
tants of this frontier against the inarauding excursions- of the Indiansy

« and to enable them to pursue with tranquility their agricultaral laborsy

& -
;;-j >

- Such force as-was under my control was disposed of aceording to the. -

. best of my judginent to eflect that most desirable object.  T'hat there
has been no mounted force in service on this frontier has not been my:
fault. My earliestiand continued efforts from the day of my arrivak
here, hdve been -ta obtain for the service of the United States two qr;

= three companies ol nonted Flordia volunteers. 1 have not yet been,

. able 10 obtain a single company. . ) e

.- Lam happy, however, in being now able to say to you that I have

. reccived infornntion that severa  companes of regular troops (two of
‘them mounted) are on the march from the South, and may be expected
to reach Micaunopy this day, I have already dispatehed orders to the
commanding oflicer.of these troops, Major Riley, .to put al} the dispo-

« sable force; buth horse and foot, in motion, to s¢our the hammocks, and

.
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" endeavor 10 find, dislodge, and destroy all the parties of Indians, who
are supposed to be lurking on vhis frontier hetween the Suwanee and the
head of Black Creek. And now, gentlemen, 1 cull upen the citizens
of Newnansville to put-theirown shouiders to the wheel, ly giving to
‘Major Riley every aid in their power, by strengthening his uumbers, and’

- furnishing him with guides, séonts and.spiess 00 e T el
" You state that relicl is requived: in the way of subsistence fcr .the.
/many families assewbled at Newnansville,:and secm. Lo intimale that-

you expectine to farni-hofle =0 ond o AL

< You surely cannot b ignurant that.the business of® supplying rations:
according to law to the suflering inhabitants of F'loridas has bren taken.
out of the hands of the commanding oficer ol: the troops, and is placed.

. “entirely under the control of the Commssioners appdinted by the Wai:
cDepartment. = e e a0 o] AR S

Sa far as relates to the transportation of supplies necessary for thet

fhabitants of the €xposed part of “the frontier..I will with great pleas-

, ure instruct the officers of the Quarter.; Master General’s Department:

»cl give: every assistance which the public service will permit.

< * With the assarance ol my respectiul consideration;

: Doipen o

B U

tEAL

T -fam, gentleen, oo oatt pood
R =+ Your bumble:servant, = Voo wpezige s wzhe 0, o
§ Sdieix P . ABR’M. BEUSTIS, Brigadier Gener

g - Francis R.Sancugz, Y- 00 0" AR -
3 -Corron RLawes, - . ] X 4

w5 sF James Pinvanvis @
-4 ' Jease CARTER, and
el Chpps W, B,
Adl g D Ll Gy

D bshae

(}qmrh_ivlléé' of. illfﬁ. Cii:izcn,t‘ .
. of Newnansville. "

i
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Sets Anihal

Pote Ofa Lellczjjrbﬁ (r'éucrall;E{aStiy to;Mdjor'Gdrn‘son. P
L Heap Qusrtens, 20 Division Army-or tur Soutn, 2
AT Garey’s Ferry, April 15,1838, . § ¢4

Tt

i
i

3 -MaJon J. GAI(RISON; Newnansville, " "
. Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge your communication of the
7' “13th inst. and.in reply, being much hurried, I beg leave to refer you to

" aletter I have just addressed.to the committee of the citizens of New-
;.nansville, in answer to a communication from them of similar import to
T yours. - - oo )

"RUSTIS, Brig'.

- 1 am, with respect
Sl Yourhumble’survnn!
’ © o ADIVM.

[
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.-Lihereby certify; tipob honpr; to the accuracy and gorrectness of, the}
- folfowing statement, 1 Wit : - .qo .- . .- Ceas o Ty
The stute of this region of country in the spring of 1838, was such:
as to render 1t imperatively necessary that the militiz of this county
should be organized, and ‘called to duty. ‘The regular torces bad in a
great measure been withdrawn; Indian massacres were of daily oceur-
- rence; the trails of the enemy were fuund in every direction around the
settlements, and it became evident to all that without the most prompt
and decided measures, .the 'coqul,ry wust be abandoned to the enemy.
Being the senior officer of the reginient here, regarding mysell author-.
ised by the laws of the Territory, in the then emergency, I ordered &
Battalion into service; and directly afier; under date of the 9th April,
1838, infogmed the Exécutive of what { had done. Shortly afterwards
a meeting of the citizens of the county was held at Newnansville for
consultation, and a committee appointed to communicale with Brigadier
Gen. Eustis, concerning the defenceless condition of this frontier. A _
.copy of the reply of Gen. E. is annexed for the purpose of showing the
inadequacy of the means of protection at the command of that oﬁicer._'
After recetving Gov. Call’s order of 23d June, 1838, to discharge my
sbattalion from the Territorial service, I consulted with the principal and
- most discreet citizens of the county as to the propriety of complying with;
it, and in accordance with their unanimous opinion, sustained as it was,
by my own judgment, I decided to continue the battalion on duty, re-
Porting my course to Governor Call, under date of July 5th, 1838.
T'he battalion continued upon duty till the 19th September, when the !
neceissity of their longer service being less urgent, they were disbanded o
by my order, K oot * . ' ° \',.}
During all the period of its service the battalion was well organized, =
and performed constant asd active service. The men composing it

FAL U
bt

= T a3, o
i ot M 22 el

were all the while under orders, and did even more duty than has been & . -

usually required of volunteers mustered into the service of the United
States. It was engaged in one regular battle at Santa Fe Bridge with "]
a large force of Indians, and in repeated skirmishes, and by its vigilance ;
and constant scounting, effecwally kept off the enemy from the seltle-;_-’:'
ments. S Co oo o
If a military corps ever entitled themselves to pay this battahon did, uat
especially as it wag called upon duty at a season of the year, which
obiiged its members to _abandon their agricultaral pursuits, and com-
posed almost entirely of men upon whose single and unaided labor their 5
‘families were dependant for support..
. ’ '~ J. GARRISON,

Mu;ior 1st Battalion Gth Reg’t. Florida Militia.

The undersigned citizens of Alachua county beg leave respectfully: .
to add our tertimony as to the necessity and propriety of the course,: s
pursued by Major Garrison as detailed in the foregoing statement, in_
referance to the employment of his Battalion in the spring and symmer:
of 1838. The situation of the country at the time was such as
to render it absolutely necessary that a militia force should take the
field ; and that of necessity continued throughout that spring and summer,
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" jtorivus service, and was the means o
_destruction and abandonment.
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The number of men called ivto gervica 0 far from being too maLy’ for’ .
the od'ca’siol}, was lags thap the eircumsiances wonld have justificd-

We sdd further that the Battalion performed all the while most mer-
i saving this frontier froun tota
We cannot too strongly recommend theiy title 10 8 prompt and early
Yiquidation of \heir elaims, * 7 el Y ST Pt
. ~ FRANCIS R. SANCHEZ, Col. 6th Regt. F. M... %
PR f AL MeNEIL, . C T Sy B
‘i THOS. E. BARROW, Siieriff of Alachua Countys's- -
JESSE CARTER, " . A
JOHN R. STANDLEY, of Fort Tarver. -, -
GEO. F. OLMSTED, Int. of Town of Newnansvill?
. LIGHT TOWNSEND, =~ * e
< BENNET M, DELL, Lt, Col, Yols. in U. S, service:

bk

boae ¥

fndie V= .
® . ..

. HEL R AR \“%‘Vl:“‘;. T ‘i:';"‘:L“-u. . ) : s - s ) N
st il s O Letter frovaajqr’_Gurriaau fo Gov, Call, - .. v; .
A T e ok, 01N i f . ORELS 3 Y

LT Een ly'5, 1838.,: 21

e o7 bkt U I NUNANSNILLE, U
Dear Sir +—~Yours of the 23d nlt; has been received by the politene’gs'i'
of Capt, Byrd. " 1 can ¢nly say, that 1 am sorry 1o be informed, that the» - -
money cannot be refunded to me. But if that was all it could be easily R
got along with,as 1 shovld be the ounly sufferer, and 1 have got so much
accustomed 1@ (_lis_appoin_upeng and losses, that'l am taught 1o take them:ir
ymiently. B : R . L e d e
. But when 1 have to report the heart rending scenes thatare daily oc-' ¥ -
curing among Wy fellow citizens, it bears my 8 irit down. The brave "

- PR

Capt. Walker is no more, But, he fell honorably in battle, ‘the report of % .

which, 1 expeet you have scen before this. . As this battle was about®”

wwenty miles below bis place, and as the lndians were met, we ‘hadsi

flattering hopes that !he{dwmld wrot interrupt us. But how quick were-

- these hopes blasted! . Gwinn and his family left Fort Harlee on™+®
Sunday lstiostant, and on the 24 the Indians made an attack on him' 7
and murdered hismself, bis wile and children in their barbarous way.<~*3%

One of his sons luckily made his escape to Fort Harlee, and the troo[_)s:.t»! :

ased a1l their power to find the Indians, but failed. This tooltplace m .
about ten miles of Nunansville on the Santa Fe. .. - o

. No country can have a worse {eature than Alachua has at this time,
and Greneral Taylor is not near this place for me to report to. 1o that |
case Y feel com(relled to keep the battalion in service of the Territory, ull

further ordere

e ‘With great consideration, 1 am dearsir, - oo gy

Wit A Your humble servant, T '" EER
PR S §oa e S I1ISAAC GARR‘SON; "

gi -Mf‘j(_" 'co;_n‘rpgn‘di‘ng',‘ &e
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CORESENTMENTS. L . e

©oemtad

weogdng L n e e
- "*The Grand Jury empantielled and sworn in and for the coun-

“ty of Duval, being about to bring their official duties toaclose - -
. would vespectfully beg leave to submit the following present=

U ments A S ‘ e
.. They would bring to the consideration of the Court, the un- |
.7 settled state.of the codntry, arising from the. continuance of In-

© 0 dian hosilifies,—while suffering, danger and death, are daily

,_?i:!gi'ea'.enip’g"_sqimgl'(}lf oui fellow citizcus, nopart of East Florida

~is.cxempt from the evils incident 10 our Indian and Horder \yaﬁ.

v A lenity of morals:and a (requency of ‘érinie are the almost inx

‘veviiable result on every side;’ they witness - evidence of ‘this truth?
_Ina distarbed, and _unsettled state af the county, the inceatives -

" {0 crime are many and the, vestraints few, . From such a state.of

. “Mhings they daly ihope for velief, by -a removal of the Indians
., from the Territory®” Bythe frequent charges of those” entrust-

" Yed with the command, hopes’of » termination of these difficule
‘ties and evils,  have been .ofien excited , (o be as often’ blasted,’
but they never look forward (o a-change,- from which they an-

© " ticipate the happie:st“i'QStzlté;,"l)x restoring peace to our borders
and happiness to out’ howes: &, ¢ R S -
The Grand Jury would -present the - management of this war
with ou insignificant tribe of Indians, without- assuming>the
_province of condemning or, cc?\is\\x-i:xg"ﬁn\y"i’ro(._’"lf)é ~officers 10
whom the ‘conduct of the war have been committed.” Tt requires
o great wisdom’ ‘{0 discover, that it has beent unskilfully man-
~aged, and unnecessarily ’protraded, to the ‘great detriment of
" all Rast Florida.” In the'most public and solema wnnner diey. -

would repel the imputation, which some have been so ready to

[
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past upon, them, thay the citizens of Flonda have contributed to’
prolong the, war, .qr; have desired its continuance, of been bene-
fitted by it. - 'They hail with joy the prospect of an important
change in those who: are to.control and conduct ity - ©.: .

-, The Grand Jury:would present, that a division of the Ters

yitony. is @ subject of great and abiding intereat, to the citizens
. !

of -this part of the Territory, -disconnected from the Middle and
West, in business, in :sympathy and in feeling. They regard
n separation from them Territorially ‘as a suhject of great con-

. cera to the whole of East Florida, and that the assamption of a*

\' State Government; with the taxes and responsibilities incident
thereto,would beget evils and suflering which they are reluctant
10 encounter. ;.f :io 40 £ '

The grand jury would present numerous lnstances of a ten-
surable neglect of daty by the justices of the peace, and other
judicial officers in this county, and particularly in Jacksonville
in not enforcing the Jaws, by restraiving those who, in the most

. daring aund: reckless ianner;; threatens acts of violence and
.bloodshed. To this neglect, in permitting men armed, and
using the most violent threats, to go unchecked for hours and
even days, would they - attribute, in no small degree, the fatal

i f £

to their notice at this session. - To prevent a repetition of such
acts, tending to disorganise society, aud jecpardise the lives of

‘ }Y_-unoﬂ'ending and quiet citizens; those who are by law conserva-

&

..ors of the peace, should be required to discharge, faithfully and
. fearlessly, thejr. duty by imposing a restraint upon all who arm-
#ed with deadly weapons, threaten viclent und murderous assaults
#upon others, or who threaten in any manner to violate or dis-
. turb the public peace.” 'The Grand Jury would present A. W,

-5 Crichton, Iisq., assessor of taxes for the district of Mandarin,

= fom neglect of duty in making returns of: assessments. A

‘-~ The Grand Jury would present the want of a competent :jail
- in the county, as a great grievauce, criminals are cither permit-
2 ted to go at large, ns the officers are compelled to mnster a large
g?force, to guard prisoners while carrvied forty miies, over a road

oy

.inanner as to create the probability of escape.
.- The Grand Jury , would also present the remissness of the
.. Port Wardens for the St. Johu’s Bar, from granting branches

T

:'ta. careless or improper persous, the number of wrecks has ,

‘greatly muliiplied, thoogh the bar is not believed to have
changed for the worse. * Tle importanee of this bar at this time

W vohe N, . Y

(oo i

“aflray that took placein May last, and which has been brought -

“"endangered by lurking Indians, thence to be confined in such a

'f-imperutively demands, skilful and faithfl pilots. To a few-
o D . e oAl
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Tl ”,l - menisehtrusted ot only & large ramount of property, but life.
. { i "Phey have deemed it their'duty,to call attention to- this subject, "
; 5? RN [ - that a reform may be effected. -+ R e
R LW Y B ‘The Grand Jury would take this opportunity to tender to his
) ':,"\Hf"j " Honor Judge Bronson, their thanks for his lucid and able charge
3| F -'\'i)g ] as they were entering upon their duties, and to express theie
<A pleasure and approbation, - of the prompt and efficient manner
KRN with which the business of the session has been conducted. :
2 ?; : . - The Grand Jury request that these presentments may pe read
o .~ in'open court, and pubhshed in the newspapers of St. Avgus-
~  tine, and that a copy be sent to our delegate in Congress, and to
the Governor of the Turritory. - : S

GEO. FLEMING, Foreman.- '
-1 J. GUTTERSON, Secretary. . - -

.+ Jacksonville; December 15, 1840. -~~~ : 7

il A true copy from the original now on file in-imy office. ~
ppscndiad o s ISAIAH Do HART, Clerk
:’f“i s Per Dy HIRAM B, HART, B.
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!'o ths Honorable the : s
Legislative Counclqu Florzda. o

Execprive DEPARTH!NT,
Tn]luhassee, Jan. 291h, 1841

The absence of the Treasurer of the Terrltory, havmg beeu
fonger than was anticipated by the officer or myself, at the time
of his departure for New Orleans, I submit, for the information
of the Legislative-Council, a Repo:t made to me in December
!m, at my specml request.

‘ROBERE‘ RAYMOND REID
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. APPERDIKG * -

OF PHE =~

"TREASURER.

y AEARYHANIT wvi T
LRal By gl

N ., . 1 h
=To His Ezxcelléncy

' +TREASURER'S
llahasses, Decem

Ll REPORT N

-

R 4

Caf e

Orercs, o
ber 23, 1840._

»

wkih

[ 3
R u’?

FO ' Robert Raympj‘ldeeld:\ oL T g i

< 1€

ba

" lars for the eregtion of Rublic Buildings in Flo

o paid over te the former Commissioner, Mr.

* + ., present Commissioner, Mr. Baltzell, and each
- with their respective amounts on my books.
The sum of three thousand two hundred

- Territorial Bonds sold to the Union Bank an

*" on file in this oflice. -

v Very respectfully, »
‘Your obedient servant,

i Sir—-Herewith I have the honot" (o hand, you my accougt
“.yeyrrent with the Territory for'the past year, shewin;i; all mo-,
‘neys received and’ disburged .during that perlod, and le ‘
fa,ncq in, the Treasury of (wo dollars and eighty-eight cenfs.®
Of the appropriation by Congress of twenty thousaid: dol-$
rida, as shewn by* -
his report’ of last year, in®sum of three thousand dollars was

, , Company, has been applied to the payment of the same, and
... the intcrest coupons received from those institations and placed

N )
ﬂvmg a

English ; the re- .

-mainder, seventeen thousand dollays, has been paid since to the -

account charged

and twenly-eight

‘-" “dollars and fifteen cents received of you on the 5th June last, to
ay the intevest due on the 1st July last on the onc hundred

d Life and Trust

-

There is but little alteration in the balance on hand of the
. School Land Fund since my last report on the subject, though
~ anaccount of its present situation will be submitted. s

. T. H. AUSTIN, Treasurer,

T gEE

T e 4l 37 mati ki oo

o e
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. The Tera itoy y af Florlda in Accounl Curnem wtth Thomas H.
Austm, Trcasw er.”

1840, . v - " Dr.
To expenses collectmg revenue, pﬂl(l Audntors_ .
warrants, PR S 80 00
“To uncurrent notes, paid Audltors w'mnnts, . 25 00 -
To expenses Indian War, paid Auditor’s warrants, 3,411 93,
To expenses Theasury Department, paid Auditor’s

warrants, 1,043 87
To expenses prosecuting crimes” Middle District,
paid Auditor’s warrants, 477 63
To expenses State Conwvention, paid Auditor’s
warrants, : 580 50
To expenses prosecuting crimes Western Dlall‘lct, -
paid Auditor’s warrants, -, -« 123 45
. To expenses tal\mu ccnsus, pald Auditor'’s war-f e
© o rapts, o - o . 45'50
To Treasury: Notes, amount redeemed ' T 29 00

.“To interest account, paid interest on- Txeasury‘ PRI
* Notes redeemed, : co 1775
T'o expenses ExecullveDepartment, pald Audﬂor’s A

'. L warrants, ;.. . 406 00
13* T expenses proseculmv crlmes Easlern Dlstrlct.
paid Auditor’s warrants, = "‘"3‘!411 59
To expenses prosecuting crimes Soulhern Dlstnct
. paid Auditor’s warrants, - 67 50
To expenses proseculing crimes. Apalachicela” -
Disistrict, paid Audltors warrants, e 637 12
To balance,- ) R o 288
. © . 87,355 64
By balance in Treasury, 261!1 Dec 1839, . 342 43
By revenue received on Auditor’s ceruﬁcates, ¢+ 3748 01
By auction tax received on Auditor’s ceruﬁcates, . 8265 20
787355 64
Bv balance in Trcasnrv Dec. 23, 1840, 2 -

THOMAS H. AUSTIN, Tressurer.
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X the Senate and House of ._Rrgpreéentalibés of Florida : -

The undersigned; Commissioner of the ‘City of Tallzhassec
-+ . for the past year, herewith encloses an account of receipts and

- sxpenditures since his appointment, shewing a cash balance in
his hands of $4 47, and in notes of $11,217 17 i total, B11,222 04,
He submits the following statement of the probable resources

of the capital fund: : .

"~ “The above balance, . 11,222 04
" Amount which may probably be collected on old , C
account, including suit on ‘official bond of Willis
Alston, . ‘ 5,000 00
- Value of lots unsold, o ) 5,000 00
Yalue of right of location of a quarter section . .
. Owned by the Territory, . 1,000' 00
3. L. A EA \'-‘,lr; L . X Lo | —— -
: v e ey $22,222 04
There is due o~ B
~ To Mr. Shine on his contract,, - . 9,937 00 N
g, M T 000
"t . Levinus & I iy 34,233: 00,.;"”: g ‘ TN

L extra work, &fr:;':ét_, i
. % Scott on contract, ah
oa"it J. R, quinson,
« - * = Johnson & Hoyt,
. Lontingencies, ~ © " _ .
.h“ Mo -’l" ELy W ifiay B ‘5' l.‘:;'a HYaEY
Clopytlo L i b 820,104700 70
" {Balance in hands of Commissioner afier the above* o
.t = .payments are made, AR 211804

L1700 00"
+ {467 00

P

}Thq estimated expense of completing the Capitol is 28:000 00 -

—

Leaving a deficiency of $25,881_ 96

The undersigned 'respect'full:v »éol‘icits the appointment of a .

. committee to examine his accounts, vouchers, disbursments, &ec.
. and particularly to inquire into the contracts he hag made with

workmen and the sale of drafis received from Government, and .

also to inquire into the general condition of the -fund ang his
office. . - '
He submits the necessity of asking an appropriation from

ongress, otherwise the buildine must remain in its nresent ig. | .
4 1 .

complete state, exposed to the weather and liable to greatinjury.

. Very respectfully, i
- ' N THOMAS BALTZELL. -
Tallahassee, Egb. 2,1841. = _ -

$ o APPENDIX. - - gy
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. The Commasuone) af the Citi iy of 'l Fallahasseé in Accounl wtlh:’

s ans o the Te.rrltm_/ of Florida,

1840. S
To amount rcéc vcd hom 'l‘rcnsuner uudcr appm-' T
priation of Conglcss, $17.000 00

" T'o amount of premiunt on drafts sold, ' 848 00,
- To amount of sales of 95 lots.in NW. qr. of 86, °
township 2 N, R; 1 W, aud in tl.e N - qr. of: 7 Yo
séet. 1, T. 1, R/ 1y i 15,813 50

To amount of sales of lS lots in sect. l town--*
~ ship 1, range 1, W. SE. and SW, qrs. © 3,655 00
" To amount advanced by Gov. Reid to contractors, - . 1711 00

To amount received on ac't. of old el'ums, .., 492 00 |

: To amount sale of old capital,” :

' 600 00
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48 00

. APPENDIR, CIXXRY
.. 1840, - L T o
.. By cash paid Shine, contractor for brick work, - $13,583-00
L ™ Levinus, « £ carpenter work, 5,767 50
oM Scott, w  for plastering « 800 00
% . Johnson & Hoyt, for carpenter work, . 033 88
. -« JR. Robinson, S . - 500 00 -
“ - % Gov. Reid for advances, .7 00
< % ate Commissioner, for bal. due lim, 533 89
2 ® John G. Padrick for fencing, &e. 2
"% J. 8. Robinson under resolution of - -
the Legislative Council, _ .. 200 oo
o« Mrs. Chavsler _ " 200 00
o Gow Duval, . - - I 750 00
w* T.H. Austin, . «“ " . 200 00
+  estate Chas. Austin o ' 100 00 -
“ R.B. Ker surveying, &e. . 491 00
Dorsey, auction sales, July, =~ v 50 00
., Apal'a. Gazette and Star printing, ¢ S 68 00
- Floridian printing, 1839,¢ .. 1 194 00
» : « ' “ - ‘1840,‘““_ & odin oy ;:‘,1‘1§1:.-,-' o7 00
“i - J B, Brown, assisting auctioneer, &a, 150 oo
Nunes for plats, &e, . 8800
~ discounts on cash pay to lots,- = - .-, 196 00
" stationery and furniture, ’ 97 75
clerks, costs, ’ 28 50
% % Levinus for capitols, : 100 0o
B “ A removing rubbish, . 50 00
% two lots sold and not taken‘out, T 800 9o
“  Commissiouer’s salary, A T 1,500 co
Balance, , 11,222 04
Consisting of e
Cash, 469 39,119 54
" Notes due Ist March, 11,217 37 . _
311,222 04 .

THOMAS BALTZELL, Commissioner:

. Tallahassee, Feb. 2, 1841,
g - i A
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Q) the Legzslatwa Couneil of Florida: . .

hcrewnh enclose the Latter

and Report of  the Treasurer

Fund for- the year 1840,
1 ROBLRL‘ RAYMOND REID.

’H"i

T

XTI

T R

B TR SEL T T LT A et DL el IS4 5 S g
A e A
ey Ea y " {y
. i
.ot - - . N . ) -
- 'XRXYY APPENDIR: ’ : :
. _ .. )
. :’-l
. . S ﬂ.
e . ' {




- v.kﬂ

” "&i‘_ v8T
& ‘.&i&. B "- - Tnnutmxns ‘Orvice,
Tallahassee. February 1, 1840
Hn F'::cellcncy Robert Raymoml Reid : :

Sir.—Herewith 1 beg leave to_hand.vou my account wnh
. the Territory ‘for the ﬁnt year on account of School Lands,
exhibiting all moneys received since my return of last year, and
leaying the balance .of cash in the Fund of seven hundred and
elghty-scven dollars and seventy-five cents,

. © Very respectfully,
CIE s Your obedieat servant,.. .

LN (Slgned) ,THOS. H.. AUSTIN. Treasurer. '
Cogd fE ) B B E U O 1 tLo
T g% & <o Gy . e
J4 8% . o “_,H'..‘\‘.I ¥ l'.*}.a‘:( l.v". . * v
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1840,

T T iy | LRl S EA LT e ey 0 N T S T A
e s e e e e
G
¢ 50 2ot <y i ' . S
T ixxxvii FLUARRENDI, . *
. N ' N 4 - " f
. .. '
- .

o The Terntory of Florlda 073 Accounl af School Lands, in A¢-

.count wzth ThomasH Austm, easurer., -
18400 L : . . ! Dra '
-j‘o balance, o ."{‘?ﬁf.'b B i 787 15 h
,_" - o o @181 75

:,yni’lw-swuul

—f.-f,-.t.,

‘By balance oﬁ Bénd as por raport. Tth Jnnu{:ry. 1840

?!“ A"

4 -cash reckivéd of . THomas L. Hall, for rent;
« «  « = of Frederick Scott, “ ¢ ~ 11 00
« .« «  of H. Doggeu, “ “ T 400
o4 e w of Wm, M. Maxwell,* . 73 00
cu w . w  of T\ P, Chairs, “ u 8 50
o " 8187 15
By balance on hand, Feb. 1, 1841, - 8:787-'15
(Slgned) 7 THOS. Ha AUST]N. Treasurer.
. A .
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‘ - . -‘;4' ; 1; < - L 2 PR ‘ Lo ) :: ‘
"A List of Arrears Due the Territory frem all Sources, as exhibited by the Books of the Office. - -

WWhcex Fbsie,!

Prom Whom. !Coauties.| ifices. |Am’t Due.||

| List not Retmrned.

1834
1835,

18 13.

“

&
[44

1839.

1836.

1635.
£

143

- 1836.
“

1837.
1838,
1839.

Fraceis J. Arvice,
‘Jas. D. Bullock,

Wm. lemﬂston
“Jaseph R. Belton
Daviel C. Hart,

Alex. Adair,

A G. hldVS,

" Waters Smith,”

-Blyden Vmbaun

Daniel 1\‘lt'C]l.)u¢.‘l~

A. G. Phillips,
Juiin G, Tyuner,
Joshua Joiner,
Jehn Duncan,
Tilmao 1. French

* 8 muel H. Duval
. Joha Evnderman,

do. de.

) [Ql Johns,

Franklin,
St Juhns,
Fayeite
Duoval, ’
Leon, - -
Jackson,
St, Johns,
E- eambla,
Walton, -
Duval,-
Alachua,

St. Johns,
Franklm, '

Leon,
do :
Frauklm,

do
Michelet & Vanbaun lFscambxa

Wm, H. Michael,

lLeon

8.J. & L.W.R.R.Co.! (,alhoun,

' IVVm E. Dav:s,

).

Y
L

Jdo

Sheriff,
Tax Collect’r

-Auctioneer, ?
do.

Shenﬂ' i
Marshal M. D.

Tax Coliect'r,
Marshal E. D,

Auctioneer,

Aucuoneer,
Tax Collect’r,
Auctioneer,
Tax CoHect’

K $3b,271 37§ |

Tas Colleet’s,

Remarks.
g 960 47& Ordered in suit.
106 9271 Lgo. do.
" 23 13  Not to be found.
w16 24 do, " do.
o 92 96" Ordered in suit,
276 11. .do, . do,
' 23 42 de. " do.
285 91.-. do. = do.
11602 70 - Go. do. . "7
=116 70 Chargeable to the Co.
- 127-57  Ordered i in suit.
©.273 28 do. ' do. .
1242 27 - de. o,
< 7-617 30 de.”  do
. 259‘ ‘SB " de. . de
- 2042 élv :
© 2376 58
688 30
©.1739 75
- 75006 00
. 228 33

. Numes of | Date since ., _ .
Counties. Returned. =
Hscambia, 1835,
\%% ashlnﬂon., 1835, -
Calboun, 1838, _-
'Franklin. 1838, - Ca
Columbia, No Returns. >
Alachua. 1838. .° w. -
Nassau. . (1835,
Duval. . 1834. .. '
St. Johns. Yy . 1835, 5. 5 -
Musquite. - ! 1835, § _
Hxllsborough 1836..:.: <

Dade. -

No Returns,
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70 the I.eorulatwe Cou'nﬂlof Florida.:.
. lhen,wnh transmit to you a letter. from the Auduor in rela-

uon to mrf‘arnges duer to and from the Territoriel Preasury. .

ROHFRT RAY W[O\‘D RFID
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b _ Tnnuvmr DEMnmm-,
ST R Auditor’s Office, -

. Tallahassee, February 9, 1841,

, " To Ius Ezcellqncy *

. Robert Raymond Reid. -

Sm :—On comparing debits and receipts with lhe Treasurer
of the Territory, I find there on outstanding warrants against

‘the Treasury, amounting io ($11,210 56,) eleven thousand two .’

* hundred and ten dollars fifty six cents. -

My recent appointment does not allow me to give you such
a statement of the condition of the office,as your Excellency or
the Leglslature have a right to expect.

You will however, discover how small a ‘number of those ap-
. pointed.to the office of Auctioneers, have made their quarterly
- regular reports, and how large an amount of deﬁclts remain
_ unsettled from other sources.

Tam not, at present, in possession of information necessary

" to inform you of the condition of the claims that are in pro-
gress of collection, or to insure in future, a prompt compliance
with the laws by those commlsmoned with_the collection of the
Revenue.

' The act of the last Legislature: authcmsm«T the ‘Treasurer to

issue his Execution in snxtv days after mformatlon is given him -

. of the defalcation of an officer, and on option with the Auditor
. to employ additional counsel to aid the District Attorney in pros.
- ecuting claims with the right to crimnal prosecuuon under par.
ticular circumstances, appears to the undersigned ‘to be all that

" cquld be reqmred to enforce a rigid (.omplmnce with their du-,

ties.. ‘How far this has had the deslrr-d effect, as vet I am vna-,
ble to state.. ‘The fines and forfeitures are a legitimate and
would be a fruitful source of Revenue for the application of
, discharging the expense of prosecuting crimes by the Territory,

-, It seems also to. be greatly neglected, us but few reports of

clerks - of the ‘Superior Courts of recent date, appears in this
olhce, showing the condition'of this important branch of finance.

- Attenlion to the last mentioned subject, with the Auctioneers,
and a zealous co-operation of the dificrent officers of the Ter-
' ritory, in forcing the collection of arrears due to the Territory,

should go far if not entirely discharge the liabilities of the Ter- )

ritory, wlthout rebomng to a permanent system of direct taxa-

' tlon. } ~Very respectfully, :
e Your ohedient servaat, b

V(Signed,)' L JOHN MILLER,

Y., . - .. Auditor Public Accounts. :!
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John P. Duval, : siont
aéting tor and in behalf of the ‘Territory,
the Petitioper undertook, for the sum of
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i /. . 'The: Special Committee, to .whom ;was, referred the petition  oft -
£ 1 .
’ Benjamin G. Thoraton, heg leave ta ;. v, CoLh e e, el
F . R . A AR I !
'!i ‘\ v Yoo e e +REPORT IN PART:: SRR
3 ) « PRI YEolo T e L gt Y gt
- , "'"That in the year 1828, the .thm_ner entered ‘into contract ‘witht

Esquire, Commissioner of the Tullohassee ‘Fundy *
to erect a Capitol, by which .
$17,000, to erect and cover

the building—which was desigiied to be a large one—and to‘furnish

.- glithe wood work, and

and was to be furnished by

the contract ; and in the..course .of the year
that which followed, 'orected
mill, which had commenced successful operations,
., . quantity of lumber,
lime stone sufficient to supply lime for the
wood necessary to burn it, purchased and maintained

other materials necessary for the purpose, "

* . gxcept the brick, which formed the subject of u separate contract;
another individual for $6000.
Pearsfrom the evideuce  before your Committee, that the petitioner;
Thornten, itnmediutely procecded to the ‘oxocution of his purt of the

1 nbovementioned, and -’

at great expense n ‘very substantinl saw
collected a large
constructed a lime kilo, quarried an amount of
building. and hauled the

wagous, &c., aud employed the requisite number. of workmen,

N\
It ap.

oxen, mulcs,
Duyy

\

.ing the wholé portion of the time he was engaged in these operations,

embruciug a period of filteen or eighteen months, the
though laboring under great cmbarrassments,
Territory failing to make adequatg advances in money,
in his efforts to tultil Lis part of the co wract.
Jatter part of the yeay 1829,

petitioner, als |

created chiefly by the

uever relaxed

It appears that, in the
the Commissioner dechued making fur.



\ .

: :theb.advnncea;and-'thp;Lagisldﬁvb Cougcil afferwaris refused. to.prog '
- greas with'tha.work., Rejecting, .as far.as possible, the minor details -

of this ccontroverdy,  your Committes proceed' to observe; that:the. Pey
titioner nstituted suit against the T'erritory, which was throwh out .of

“Court, on:the ground that the TerritoFy wasnot: liable fo suit;’ That

in a suit braught immediately. after by the: Territory sgainst him, the
Jury, after a patient mvestigation, gave a verdict in.favor of Thoroton;
Your Committee take leave to recommend this solemn verdict of a
jury to-the attention of the -Council, a8 furnishing a type of "all .the
subsequent decisions on this claim, made by: men clothed.with legal
authority, and put upon their- honor and their oaths,w ith, perhaps, a
-+ gingle exception, v T el Gy ey

- It appears that the Petitioner then determined to seek redress in leg. :
islation,, and throw; himself on the justice -and generosity of the

- Council. His appeal, accompanied no doubt by requisite testimony,
_ sgoms -to have produced a just .impression in.this body. -In. 1833
the Council passed an act, providing for the settlement of:his- claim;

St appenpmn. L Comly

- by referénce to arbitrators. :It:appears that; Mr. Berthelot, chosen.by

the Petitionér, allosed all the charges of the :Commussioner.against
“the Petitioner, although .these icharges made ‘asimoney. advanced,;
veally consisted in goods and:uol mouey, and deducting theém from the

whole amount stipulated to. bo paid by the Territory,! uwarded the ba. -

.- ldncerrnearly $13,000—to Mr. Thoraton; +Mr. Chandler, in. his res
“ portyawarded nothing: .l In cousequenceé‘of this didagreement; the da:
vision -devolved. on' Col.. Randolph; thé umpire, who awarded, to .the
Petitianer . one-lialt. .thie:.umount .allowed - by, Mr, Bérthelot: Your

.« ‘Uommittee regret-that the report of the uipire. drawn up, as they -
" bave been informed, in' a masterly manuer, and presenting a very clear

, view of the cuse, has been lost while in custody of the Territorys and
“they further regret that this award was not adopted by the ‘Ierritory,
and made the basis of a_final settlement with the Petitiover, which

.

would have beep p z00d -comprom

" time have satisfied the Petitioner.".

,,,‘In short, it it appears to your Commuttee, thut Bonjamin G. \ThoLm.
W‘J- who at the date of the contract, gave fair promise, in his emiuent
skill and gonins us a mechanic, in his habits of indystry and subriety',
and in'his enterprising spirit, of becomingone of the most useful cifj.
zens of Florida, has been grossly wronged and injured by acts of ‘ihe
Territory and its public servants, and reduced (rom the condition of

that “ prosperous mechanic,” described in the important testimony of ’

Gen, Duval, to want and penury. It is a fuct of general notorioty,

_-that his mansion, several lots owned in this city, some slaves. and a .

very complete set of tools, together with a large number of mules,
the saw mill and workshop, kiln, limestone, waed, &c., were all
. sacrificed in consequence of the unfortunate interposition of the Ter.
ritory—and that it is the solemn duty of the Couucil to render him
" such imperfect justice as is now in its power to aflord.
It appears to your Comuitt=., ;
Ist. That the Territory—vither from ti wuut o funds, or rather

ise tg 1thé Teritqry; und at thut -
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the waste of ample fund

'at its- control—or Eapiice—~or some other

thée Petitioner for the full hmount of damages, according to the laws of
theldnd - vidwow oy o oy : e

! 2d. That the Petititioner,” Thoraton, was,"at times, willing an
anxious, to perform his part of the contract ; and, for a period of 16 or

.- 18 months, devoted himself with great zeal und fidelity to its performa
ance; - viet o e s e ' B T Y

- 3d. That the controversy between the Territory and the Petitioneg
has been decided in favor of . Thornton, by that tribunal- universallp
considered the mest holy and yacorruptible known to our free republis

* " oan institutions—an impartial jary ; T e
4th, That successive Loagislative Councils have evinced adispdsi-

" tion to decide, or have actually decided, in:the same. manner PRNINRTY
5th. That arbitrators, created by the Legislalive Guuncil, and com)
posed of competent and disinterested persons, have also decided i
the same manner; : - . T oo
6th. That' 1f the parties litigant had been private individuals,

‘

Thornton’s claim to the full amount of the bonds would have been )

long since established by a Court of Justice. Ch

In conclusion, your Committee are unanimously of opinion—an .

. opinion which, at'least with a majority, is a settled and solemn con.

.'viction, not to changed or shaken,~—that the claim of Benjamin G. -

Thornton is one of the clearest merit, and that he is entitled 10 the
 fullest reliel the Council can afford. “This conviction is founded on
"« evidence nlready in the possession of the Committee ; but they are lead
" " to believe that other corroborative testimony will be received in a fow
- days, when they will muoke their'final report.  In the mean time, they

" - beg leave to report the following bill : .. . . S e

o L - e L. L R W
s oo ,.h"';"l o "‘. AN ACT ok St L g
co ' U Ferthe Relief of Benjamin Gi Thornton! = " i:¥

Bg it enacted by the Legislative Council of the Territory of Flori-

. 'dd, ‘That Benjamin G. Thornton be u!lowed, cut of the ‘Tallahassee

" Fund the sum of . 1 " 5 and that the same be paid to him
. forthwith; upon hig'‘axeenting a ‘release in Sl to the Territory, of all

' claims and demands arising from his contract oz building the Capito}:
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e COMMITTER ON CLATMS, © %"

-t ON:THE PETITION OF

BENJAMIN G. THORNTON:

N . sy X oer s A
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e

. IAiﬂex_ the suspension of the building of the Capitol, by reason of the
"1 default on.the part of the commissioner in Jandary, 1830 ; I gave hi
* written notice of my .readiness 1o proceed, and demanded a compli-
ance with the coiitract on his part, which he failed 1o do, or respond to,
(See Records of Board of Directors for the notice.) I then brought
suit against the Cornmissioner ; the Court decided that an action could
"not be sustained against him. The Commissioner sued me, upon the
"+ tyial I recovered a verdict for costs,
& The Legislative Council passed, referring my demands to arbitration,
which was not acted on. (See Laws of ’33, page 136,
The Councilat its next session, passed a second law, still referrin
my demands to an arbitration. (See Laws of ’34, page 106,
+ The arbitrators under this law, awarded in my favor, 1n Sept. 1835;
and [ now claim the amount of said award, with_interest at 8 per ¢,
» .  from the suspensionof the work; in January, 1830, at which time due
.." " melice wad given the Commissioner by me. . .
e o : L ; B. G. THORNTON. .

1 v . N ety

I AL I A

S . TasLAuAssEE, 14th December, 1829,
. @enTLeMeN i—Agroenbly to your request, i hereby lay before you a
__statement of th'e('rrogress I have made towards building the Capitol.
I have prepared a large qunnlilg of timber for scantling, and sawed a
art of it, also .a quantity of the best, soft, yellow pine, for frames and
" cornice,
- . timber for the Capitol, by which means all the scuntling will be pre-
iared, ready to go into the building, in a superior manner to getting it b
N and. I have built a regular lime kiln, at great expense; quarried all
' my. lime stone, and hauled it to the kiln
" 1 hdve prépared the foundation for the buiiding, ready to commence the
. " Yaying of En‘ck. . ' o
" The preparations I'have made, and the facilities thereby aflorded 'me,

of the contract. This course has heen taken by me, with the advice
.. of thelcommissioger with whom'the contraot was made, and perpetuated

-‘ oy

g

.1 STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN G. THORNTON. 1 ~: -

o -
-1

st . e

I have erected a saw mill for the purpose of sawing all the °

and commenced burning it. .

whichareon'the spot; I thihk equivalent to'nearly ene half of my parg .

A e,
—




.. the date thereof, ¢ eigh _ ‘ =
- with, upon his execuling a release in full 1o the Tetritory, of all'claimg .
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" To Tuaa_urr,R.:Barro«,- Esq,, {Commi
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by- his successor, jn WhE¢b ev#ry_ifncilily was to be ufforded me, aceord. : L

ing to the true spirit of. t_be_contrac(, which reserves to the commissioner

- yetitis direct to the accomplishment o the objeet, in a berter manner,

. <« Respect(ully,.

Col. Rog'r, -Boryer, Chm'n, of the Committee,, | .

P 8.—1 would further 'ohserve, thar | am ready to go oh with the

brick werk as soon as the brick can be had.

I R A SRR oy WAL vy

v . 5 L . B .
AN ACT for the relief of ‘Benjamin G, Thornton,

- Beit enacted by the Governor and Lagislative Council of the Ter-~

K

ritory of » Florida,
ot of principal of (he award of Thomas P, -

U per cent, and that the'same be paid to him forth~

-+ Randolph'1a his favor against the Térritgr and entared thefegy Ifom -
; P ) adainst ¥, agd en I

and demands arising from his ¢oniragt tot the building ghé’:‘(;apilpl._'_g'.‘,"
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-, As the securities of Mi. B; G. Thotnton; for” the fultillmeat of - his |
* part of “the contract, for raising the'\valls and covering in the Capitol,

- We, as his securities, wish'ybu to'be- inforined, and to'‘take nolice;

: -ib:it'hllhough we have'been advised ‘and- beliaye that wé are 'teleaseqd L
~ already by (he failuré o0 your part, and, Heverilieless, if ou'“’boncéiv'g S
"usto be' responsible; as hig securilies, ‘you will_fo'rlhqu .
briek hecessary, and of such quulity s will be-ptopdr 1g° put- ictg-hg - :
= walls, and tunds aceording to the contract, otherwise we shall hold eur- -
- selvesas entirely released from such supposed liability,

farpish )

ours, .
DAVID FLOYD,

‘ ‘ . G. W.WARD,
SO e SAMIL, A SPENCER,

.’;A IR u. [ IS P v b [P ‘VESLEY ADA‘\‘IS"'Q .
' i JOSEPH McBRlDE.mpd; -

s3ioner.., , : e
;21 0f the City of Talluhqssé. -
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Al !
Made ind intersiy ingy this fourteenth @ay ' of May,'in the

DY g
ade nd en _ Jei o i Lty
"a,f,vhteen. Kundred an'd.timénl_i/;éighf, between John P, Dutal, Com Whionep
of the city of. 'l'allahas,\'ee‘qn'qu the Territory of Klorida, o the one payy,
dnd Beijamin G. Thotntyn and Jesse M, Wllis of the ot érf_pilrl.-'ﬂl; ¢

. A
LR <
.

vy i 5% WU e
f: .-Wuuw;-hy Yirtue of the, pat of thu.Legialaliv.e;Cpuncil, entitled ap

v

A )

B G THORNTON. Contractor.:. -

That Benjamin G. I'hornign be allowed, put of the -
, Tgllahassge fund, the amon

'.:".»r..-i ,f"n;m$ _-' .
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‘. actto provide for the laying off .the town; of- Tallahassee; and the sale .
» + of.the lois thereof, and 1he several actsipassed in amendment thereof;  *s.q.
-~ JoheiP::Duval bas heen. duly appointed sole Gyromissioner of the city e
. of Tallahasses, anid: vested .with full power andauthority, aud it being "
a part of bis:dyty, in virtae of the aforesaid acts, (o progress with the - e
- building of the Capitol'by cantract; nccording tothe plan already adopted, i
or such. other as might be adopted by the Counncil with some *fit person
most:likely 1o ;secure to the, Tersitory the:-ultimate:completion of the - = &
- work, aceording to the plan aluded to, and as the fun.ls of the Territory Wk
©. appropriated ta . that abject- would -otherwise, and the said Johu P, - i
Duval, Comoussioner as afuresaid, pursuant to the provisions of the o .
. aforesaid acts of 1he Council, on the tweitieth day of Januvary, eigiiteen TR
*  haadred and twenty-eight, gave public notice in the Florida Advocate, BLYy
. a publie.newspaper printed at ‘Tallahassee, thal he . would receive writ- FL
. ten proposals until the first Monday of April next, for the building and
-1 cuvering in of the Capitol according to the plan aloresaid: and, where- ‘ b
as, sundry proposals. were: received, and divers .offers made, but o a 4 !
character 8o°vague and indefinite; that the said John P. Doval, Com- = . L
missioner.as atoresaid, deemed it essenti:l to the interest of the Ter- "
yitory, ‘and a:faithful. performance .of the. work according to the plan, £
!
}

gy

" to reject all the propusals thug made,.and again te advertise and require P
Qf those disposed to contract for the wark to be precise in describing the © -
manner in which the work wounld be-executed; and the kind of mate- ; '
vials to be used, and so if practicable to insure a faithful periornance of AR
the contract .on the part ol.the contractors; and afso (o ensure o the: e
Territory - the erection .of such a building as was contemplated by the S
Legislative. Council; and on the ‘twelfib day of. April, eighteen hun- iy
dred and:tweaty-eight, :the said John. P. :Duval, ,Commissioner as 3
aforesaid,’ again gave -public ‘notice in the: aforesaid public news+’ i

5 paper, that.he. would-receive ‘writlen - proposals for the building

- of the walls.aud. covering in the Capitol according to the plan afore-,

gaid; until the: twentieth day of April, eighteen hondved and twenty-.

eight,.in .which those persops wishing to contract were notified 10 de- i

seribz the kindof .maternis:to be used, and manner in which the work

was intendedito bé executed, all of which will be more fully and at | N

length appearsby reference 10 the notices, and the sevéral proposals re- - 1

maiaiag in the office of the aloresaid Commissioner. ‘I'hat pursvantto * .
- the last notice as aforesaid, sundry proposals were received, snd amongst

others that of Benjamia G Thornton and Jesse H. Willis, marked es-

. timate.numbor two, and reierred to and made a part of this contract
", Wwihich propasal. the said Juhn P. Duval; Commissioner.as aforesaid, did
concéive the last, and miost likely to insure a due aud faithful perforina
ance.of the:wuork contemplated by the Legialative Council and of the.
malerials bast suited to the-building, and acrordingly the said .John D..

" Daval, Commis-ioaer as aforesaid, on the twepty-second.day of April,~

- ‘aighteen huudred and twenty-eight, did agree to and accept the last ..«
Emp()sal aforesaid of ‘Benjamin G. Thoraton und. Jesse. H. Willis, 1@ ® - ™~

uild the walls and cover n the Capitol according 1o the aforesaid estin ' -
mate,. No. 2, at and for the sum of twenty-three thousand three hundred:
and fifty.dollars. : Therefore, this agreement ‘Witnesseth, that the said
John P. Duval, Commissioner as afores:id, for and in behalf of the
Territory:of> Florida, and for aud in eonsideration of the premises and. '
covenams and the agreements of the said Thoruton & Willis, herein
after expressed, doth hereby covenant and agree.to and with the m.i‘

. Thornton &: Willis, and.their beirs, - executors;: administrators and as-
signs, that he will puy them or their legal representatives, the aforesaid

oy e T R G oIV B
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M sy of ‘twventy-three thousund three hundred and fifty: dollars,current -~ - ;-
5 | @it - money of the United States, in the manoer following, that is 10 say :— el
:Iil é" * The said Commissiongr-agiees to poy for the work aslast as itprogresses . . . .
' or as'materials are furnished, provided collections sufficient can be made . - .~
i - of the monies appropriated exclusively to the building of-the Capitol, ~ - . - -
] ! and in no event is the Commissioner to pay a greater sum io advance .. ) [
S| _ than the value of the work dose and materials (urnished, nor u greater S )
Rl | « . amountthawis collected, unless he deems it fit and proper sotodo. -
3

: And so soon as the work 1s. done and the building is completed accor-
"} - ' ding torthe contract, theo the said Commissioner agrees 10 pay over any -
i'l- . and every sum or soms that may be due and unpaid, jf so much may
} . have been collected, und if not theo s0 soon as said sum or sums may - s ;
. « be collected. “And the said Benjomin G. Thornton and Jesse H. Willis - : %
B wovenant apd ugree to and with the said John P, Duval, Commissioner L )
_ as aluresaid, that they will forthwith procees with the work and continue
i - with ali reasonuble diligence, until the same is compleled agreeableto = . .
£l - the contrnct, and 16 the plan adopted by the Counci), and to the estimate . |
1l L’ * -+ - No. 2, hereinafter referred to, that 1s 1o say the walls to be the dimen- + 4
" ©.. .- sions-stated in the advertisement, that is of the present walls, except ) B
. - - the partition walls which are to be four inches thicker, all hard brick, + *+ - ° F
: . " quoted and laid in the best manper, with pilasters, [ull cuped and based . . -«
& | -~ with their entabblurers of the Tuscau order, as perdrawing numberone; .~ .~
' ' the doors to be circular heads with double pilasters, as per drawing . .
number four, ‘referred (0o and made a part of this contract. The win-
. dow frames to be neaveled and made in the best manner; to receive
., ibe inside work for double hing sash, made of two inch stuff, as per
drawiag number five, referred to and made ‘a part of this contract,
The first floor of juists to be three by twelve inches, and not more than
sitxeen inches trom their centre apart. The second floor to be put in
- with trus-gurders as per drawing number six, referred to and made a "
.. part of this contract, which are not to be less than eighteen inches deep,
L ¥~ - with double floor of joist framed in to face at top and bottom of girder,
B . .-and not less than four girders over the represeniative hall with two
lain girders over the lobies. The whole of the other floors are to be
_ Joists three by twelve inches, and not more than eighteon inches apart
-from their centre, laid on girders. The whole of the partitions are te:
‘ - be six inches thick, full uunssed and tucked in posts and girderders with
"/ . . .straining beams, securely straped, and bolied, the studs 3by 6, trusses and

iy posts from six by six to six by eight in proportion to their lengthasper . =~ '~ k
<+~ drawing nuinber seven, refered to, and made a part ol this contract, PR
« - ... The dome to be trassed with the upright straped to their girdersagd - ¥ =k

. straining beams, the wholeis to be securely bolted as per drawing num-
ber eight 1eferred to, anit made a part of this contract. The wings und
angles 10 be covered with riged roofs and gutters iwo feet wide betwees R

+ . the walls, roof, angles and dome, and the whole 10 be covered with o, K
__sixteen, or line' fastened down with iron screws; it is understood that : '
ST the pilasters and cornace are to be put on the old wing, in the same
¥ . manner as the new part of the building; and it is further undersiood
U and agreed on, that in case the monies cannot be collected to pay for
the workdose and materiuls furnished, that the said Thorntorn & Willig T €
shall not be bound to proceed with the work, until the money can be TR 1
collected ; and it is further expressly understood and agreed to, by the - . - .-
arties to this instrument, that ope of the parties to wit: Jesse H. Wil- ~ =~ . F
is is not bound after the completion of the brick work, thatiste say, , =~ ' [}
that so soon as all the brick necessary for the bulding shall be by him

1 .
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’)de'l,i'_v,gred_‘_ai’gd,t’he‘brfck work shall be completed, then all obligatien »

*upon him cease and he'is not furiher bound by this_gontract. .

""" JOHN P. DUVAL, 1. 5.
v . Cowmissioner of Tallahlssee,

", fast,

. Horatio P, Vags. P . : _
A true copy from the original on filein my office, - L
T e R. G. WELFORD,
S S !y, o, Clerk Superior Court Leon C‘gunly. L

D | kg

Xeo 7. 1o testimony whereof the parties have hereunto set their bapds and &
- affixed their seals, the day and year first above written. | 3 %
<. - Agreed in the fourth line from B. G THORNTON, L. s, .’ 4
topentered before execution. .-, ., JESSE H. WILLIS, L. s, -~ - =

' i

=

. . . o
7. Know ALy Mex By TeYsE Peesents, That we, Benjamin G. Thorn-
- toryJoseph McBride, Geurge W. Ward, Davis Floyd, Samuel A. Spen-
;0er, and: Weéstloy Adams, nre held and tifmly .bound unto John P. Du-
i . val, Commissioner of Tallahassee, and his successors in office, in ths -
,l,genal. sum of seventeen thousand dollara, lawful money of the United
" Slates, to the payment of which well and truly to be mnade to the said -
John P. Duval, Commissioner as aloresaid, or his suceessor in office,
we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and ndministrators,joimly and
1:8everally, firmly by these presents,'sealed with our senls, and dated
- v.this 14th day of May, in the year of our Lord oue thousand eight hun.
" dred and twenty-eight. »
Y+ Whereas, the said Benjamin G. Thornton, .
. Willis have entered into a contract, bearing even date herewith, toe -
cerect the walls and cover in the Capitol, reference thereto being had,
will more fully appear ; und the said Thornton & Willis having agreed
. +between thewmselves that the said Willis is to fucnish the brick, and the
/" . sald Thornton is o find all the other materials, and execute the work, -
.. agreeably to the contract atoresuld, und the estimate No. 2, thergin .
“‘roferred to. Now the condition of thig obligation is such, that if the .-
. 88id B, G. ‘Thoruton shall commence, withong delay, and progress with
;. 8ll reasonable expedition, and shall well and truly complete the work
(i eforesaid, in o rood workmanlihe uidnier, nccording Lo the tenor and
“effect of the aforesaid contract, and the estimate No. 2, therein referred

1 £o, then this ebligation to be veid, and of no effect, otherwise to remain o
in full force and virtue, . :

FERSSTa

o
b
4
&
i

‘together with Jesse H.

“s; L : 'B.G. THORNTON, y.s.
s JOSEPH McBRIDE, . s,
LS ‘ © UG, W. WARBD, L8

) L DAVIS FLOYD, - L. 8,

e s ‘ SAM'L. A, SPENCER, L. s.
o . ; o WESTLEY ADAMS, L. a.
R Test. - : '

Horatio P. Vaas, : . _

I, Thowas H. Daval, do cer!if{ that the above is a trne eopy of a hond
filed in the Superior Court for Leon County, Middle Distriet, Florida,
" (of which I am olerk,).in a suit of the Comuiissioner of Tulluhnsses
* . 'against the said B, G. Thoruton, and others, :
" . . Given under wiy hand and seul of said Couirt, -
- , . this Gl day of Febraary, 15938,

’ : THOS. H, DUVAL, Cik.
By J, W, D. Swone, D. Clk.

e




R

=i s ine

S b

i

e e

LI

e b ) S v
‘¥

;Statement of the award of the arbltrators in the case of B.G. Thorn-

L
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o é"" Ata session of the: Supenor Caurt for the Middle District of Florida .
ﬂ"é’g"‘ " Eeon county, coitinaed and held at the city of lelahassee, on Fnday o
” " the 20th day of April, A. D. 1832, !

%+ Present the same Judae as on yesterday. : '

o The Commlssmner of Tnllalasseo, plaintiff, ) - -

v L against z In debt. L
.- ! Benjamin G. Thornton and others, defendants. T
* Tlus ‘day came the parties by their aueroeys and thereupon the jury -

\zoru in this cause on Wednesday last, appeared in Court agreeable to -
their adjournment, and upon their oath ’returned the followmLr verdict:
£ We the jury ﬁud for lhe defendants.” .

\ A true copy.
%

G. WELLFORD, Clerk. '

—-‘:r,

o

«:ton against the Commissioner of Tallahassee.

“Mr. Berthelot, one of the'arbitrators, award to Thoraton the amount
of bis contract, deducting therefrom the amouat paid hin.

Mr. Randolph awards half ‘the araount of Mr. Benhelot,

TATEMEN T.
" Amouat of comract

By amount paid, .

Ca Tlns amount awarded by Berlhelot

et ‘And lhe half of l.hal sum by Mr. Randolph makes

§17,000 00
4,034 30

$12,965 70"

&

t

4.

~ standing of the ese.

- '$6,432 85

f oL —."-" . R [E
'

ST A Slatement of emdencﬁ I 'un{:h to la Y before the C'ammztle? in rel‘a- < .

tion to my claim. -
’l‘here is no Commissioner.of l‘nllahassee, and the books of the
- Commissioner, and the books of the' Bourd ot -Diréctors of the Talla~ .
hagsee fund, are in the hanils of Douor Kaglish, aub_]ect to the o:der ,
of the Governor. '

:1 wish those books to be broua'hl before you and Capt. J. P. Duval,
and J. A. Berthelotte, to be summoned s neces 3sary 1o a propar uoder
.'The evidence taken by the arhitrators, and all”
other papers reluuve lo the t.nse, Leing gone trowm the office, and are not.

R ¢
tobe touud. ! Yo
7 . B. G, THORNTON.
- . - .
- ' ' oo
-~ i}_’ )
'
1 vy i .
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1838, . _ Account with the Commissioner of Tallahassee.” ;|

“ " June 14, to draft on Treasurer, " 7 $1000 ° . Lo -

L Jaly 28,.% - ¢ do.’ L : " 2540, .

AR ERE LT do.’ g 400, g

1 oet. 10,4 @ do. . T 150—§1575°40 . -

. Above amount paid by J. P. Duval,’ oo L
;. December 1, draft’ on Treasurer, . °, ° ‘243 e
- 18200 Cash. . . 0T T

*" February 24, to draft on Treasurer, ° "'.. . 50 00 v .
1.~ May 23, doo . do. o707 30000 7
§. Aprl13, do.  for Wm, Hall,, ~ 150 00 - i .
.- June8, do, " & Jas. J.'McMullin, " 260 00 .

. July 20, do, ~ # Thos, Brown, 120 00 - .
ol e e & on ‘I'reasurer, 267 11 S
oo s das « John P.Duval, . 38 02, L
T Sept. 1, do. « D. B. Douglass, , 150 00~ .~ "%\ . 0

LT gor Tt ¢ HL Wil 59 17,
October §, “do. _ = “ Beiton & Emmory, 300 00 ~ N
" do.' " ‘do... 't 4 Cash, 100 0@ . T
1830, v X ' S - Co
. January 1, “do, " V.70 ‘¢ draftperacet. Floyd,200 ¢ AP
*Aprill, . .do. N B W.Levinus. 30 §2,458 €0 O

. ; " §4,034730
Note.—$4034 ‘received chiefly in Merchandize and Groceries.

. TESTIMONY OF GEN.DUVAL. " '"' "
PR lb G. Thornton's Case, ., ., . | .. v

§. " Johu:P, Duval appeared before tlie Conmitiee,-and wis: duly sworr.
" He deposed and said, that being Commiissioner ol ‘the Tallahassee fund =’

£ - in 1828, and authorised by act of the Legislative Council, to contraer

for building the Capitol, he did.contract with Jesse H. Willis and I'en< -~

1o receiverthe sum of §23,000, or

.- {urnish lumber, lime, &ec., and er

-/ jamin G. Thoraton, Lo erect and cever the building for which they were

thereabouts; not a‘joint cootraet, but

ect the building for 17,000. * Witness

«
o4

v+ geparate; Willis to furnizh the brick and, receive $6,000; Thornton to ~

believed. hechnd made a greut bargain for the Territory, the build-".©
ing was designed to be nearly or quite us large - as that now being ' -
"o erected ;- -designed to be a splendid stroctore.  Thon.ton gave

' wilness a complete drawing ; from witness’s knowledge of architec -

" taral design, is able to say it was an admirable drawing. Thore-

' ton manifested a perfectly honest disposition, detailing things very pre-

- ¢isely to the Commissioner, making every requisite explanation; wit-

. pess made the contract with

Thornton, parily on the ground of his he-

ing, at that time, in prosperous circut
the first architects in Washington.

nstances, and was esteemed one of
Thornton seen commenced the ex-

i ecution of hia contract, erected u mill for sawing luiber, which witness
saw working well, and quarried stune vud construcied o lime kilo j wits

¥ .
LS

- . o

~

2T 4G e s
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} ll,}?'gi .+ . - nes§sanctioned all these measures, considering them useful prepara-

tions to complete the contract in the best manner. Timber roued in
consequence of the Commissioner and Council refusinz te furnish mo- .
ney; t was an entire loss to Thornton. He believes Thernton receiv- )
ed byt little money ; 'what he did receive was chiefly of witness, while -~
he acted ‘as Commissioner; he balieves 'his successor paid Thornton
chiefly in goods out of his store. - Witness resigned his office of com-
_ " missioner, and became attorney for the comnmissioner. While he acted
', . . as Attorpey, there was more than §23,000 due the Territory. out of the
T Tallahassee fund ; which witness could have collected, and, as attorney
" offered to collect, but the commissionet Mr. Betton, directed him cotig
make the money; ahout that time, there wasa party here, hostile to the com-
pletion of the Capitol.” Witness went away in’31; had he coitinued
‘10 be commissioner, lie believes, Thoraton would have conipleted the
Capitol according to contiact.. The successor of wilness at first en-
couraged Thornton to proceed. Witness believes that Thornton sus-
tained a great sacrifice ot property in consequence of the refusal of the
Tesritory, to proceed in the fulfilment of its partor the contract. Thorn-
ton always evinced a disposition ta proceed with the contract and com- .-
plete the Capitol ; deponent believes that when the attempt was made
tp arrest the progress of the Capitol, the late Maj. Chaires, made an
offer to take the contract himsclf; to become responsible fer its tulfil
_ ment, and (o finish the Capitol. The depouent first heard this from
.;  Jesse . Willis “wHo was very intimate with Mr. Chaires, the assertion
.. .. has been ofien since, repeated in his presence, and he has'never heard it -
; denied. . - . :
. N ' - JOHN P. DUVAL. .
Feb, 8, 1841. . .

—e e
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CASE . OF BENJAMIN. G. THORNTON.
, R . Fen. 6, 1841.
This day appeured before the Committee, Richard Shefler, who be-.
ing duly sworn, said that aiter Mr. Spencer lett the service of Mr.
" “Thornton, he, Sheffer, had charge of the hands ; that the stone quar-
ried and ready for the kiln, was suflicient, us he believes, for all the: -
purposes of the contraet: a large quantity of wood was transported to :§ -
. the kiln, sufficiont to burn all the lime. Thornton erected and set in .

" motion a large will near Washington Square, and collecied a large..;
i ' ) number of stocks, or logs, for sawing lunber, when all further procee- qj
i dings at length eeascd by order, hs the deponeunt belioves, of the Terri. .-+
n ! toripd nythorities, . Yo ] -
ah % o - - Witnesy says Thoraton was vory nctive and pressing in pushing his
b el operationys forward, und.appeared to be, while witness remained in his -1 -~

4 " .o seryice, anXious and awpbitious Lo equnplete the Capitol. ek

. : iy ‘ - _ .RICHARD SHEFFER. - -

b -
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" Tasnrrory or Fror

.Leon County, Rl 2 Petition of Benjamin G. Thornton.

Parsonally appeared before. me, & Justice of the Pence, in and for raid

*."County, Samuel A. Spencer of the County aforesaid, who being duly

. Thornton, since the lattell-“part of the year 18
-deponent, together with

sworn, deposeth and awith ;

“That he has been.t.tht;aim;d with the pe
27, thatinthe year 1628, -
essrs. Floyd, McBride, Adams and Ward,

_ becamue sesurity for the performauce of:a tontract entered into by the

petitioner for building the Capitol, to a certain extent ; that petitioner,
as deponent understood, underiook te erect the building and furnish
every thing necessury for Lhat purpose, except the brick, and that he

" was to receive for the sume the sum of seventeen thuusand doltars ;. .

- .~ that the petitioner, soon after signing the bonds, proceeded to the ex-

ecution of the work he had undertuken ; that he hired a nuniber of
hands—deponent thinks, including both black and white, frem 20 10 T
25—a portion of them carpenters, one blackemith and striker ; he
erected a blacksmith’s shop, and had also a carpenter’s shop on the

- same lot, and erected a large building for sawing lumber. The depo- |

nent, (who was st that time engnged by the petitioner to asgist him in

building the Capitol,) quarried a lurge quantity of roek for making time, ...

and had it carted from the quarry, but being compelled by circumstan- _,

ces at that stage of operations to withdraw from his engagements, hus

no personal knowledgpe that the petitioner burned and prepared any

lime. Deponentalso superintended and directed the Inborers engaged , . -
in cutting, hewing, and hauling lumber to the mill in Pallahassec ; a

titioner, DBenjapin G. -

eonsiderable quantily wae collected, enough to build the saw-iili—the .. :

. -, frame of which, as well as the carpeniers’ work shop, still remain in”

the pluce where (hey were erected, and a number of hewn logs or

sticks—say 200—capable of muking of planks, designed, as de,

f)onent believes, to be sawed into 1aterials for the use of the Cupitol.
eponent says that the petitioner, Mr. Thornton, displayed great in- -

- dustry and energy in the prosecution of the business; he seemed to

be resolutely determined nnd devoted to the'completion of the Capitol,

and the honorable fulfilment of his contract, us any man could pussi- .

. bly be; deponent can truly aver that liis soul appeared to be enguged

in and almost wholly devaled to this object; it was the subject contin-
ually upperiuost in his thoughts, and predominant in his conversation. .
To the completion of the @apitol ha looked with obvious pride and tri-

umph. Every thing done or directed in this matter wus pluinly inten- "

- ded to accomplivh that end; and to the accomplishient of that end, it

-~

was generally believed by Mr. Thornton’s friends, that the mill, the ]
lime kiln, the horses, mules, wagons and carts, purchased by him, were
useful means ; and the deponent is under the strongest persuasion

‘that Messrs. 3etton & Duval, the Commissioners on the purt of the i :

Territory, approved these measures and sanctioned thein. Deponent

remained five or six months as the superintendent of what way be ‘

enlled the out door bosinesy, and during all that time, the hands, and |

tioner. After deponent left Mr. Thoruton, he oceasionally visited
lahassee, and fouad that the zeal of the petitioner in the prosecution of

the great poblic contract he had undertaken, was not in the slightest .,

dt-_gn':a abated. ‘I'he friends of Thornton believed that building the
mill and other proparatory measures, were, in the then eircumstances |

of the country, judicious, dictated by gound judgment and would serve.it

-

s

mules, and oxen were all actively engnged al the expense of the Pl:-gi. 5 BN
al- "

s



s f o b ' o v
) \2 ﬁ’i J ' ‘.- - .{ . - . . ‘ - 1“1. . . ‘-~ r:ri - b A'-".
j ik - Wiy aPpENDIXIT ot
o . c o S , . " A
L S I R - R - o v e B S, "7_ l,,._ ot e :5_, u.
: j N 1 A to econpmize.the expenditured,‘and hnsten;the‘éonnplethn'gf’ be Capi:
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TH ' . ‘The déponent further-says that he :knows ‘that- a large’ proportion
: ‘ ... of the payments-made by the Commissioner to Mr. Thorntén, was vot’ *

made in maney, but in groceries and other erticles from his stord in" ¥
.. " Tallabassee, and as he presumes, ut the retail prices of that duy, *
o " B B ©  SAMUEL A. SPENCER: -

S\;vorn and subscribed to before . . I

. me, this 3d day of Feb. 1841, - - R — o v
“ -~ GEO.E.DENNIS, J.P, -~° - o7 thonEe
[ N (. \ ‘_1\.. o : : I\ .,,_‘I_".‘:i_é
. n o :.- . FRN N RN ."','i i3
! Tearireny or FLorina, ) In the case of the peition of Benjamin'G. ',
© Coupty of Leon. - o ‘ ‘Thoraten., =~~~

. ~Personnlly appenred tofore me this day, David M. Shetlield,?who ',
béing duly sworn,deposeth and saith : ' L :

Y T'iat being one day in casual conversation with Turbutt’ RZ'Betv’éﬁ;‘::
Esq., during the tinie he acted as' Commissioner of the Tallahassea

.. Fund, he, the said Cuotnmissioner, remnarked that the office had been a.
matter of considerable convenience to him, for had it not been for tliat

he would’ not have been‘uble to make his remittances, implying, ag ~

< this deponent then understood, und does yet beliove, that he used, the

fuads as axchanges or remittances. oo o

Doponent {urther saithi that he hag often seen the lima_kiln built by

. Mr 'lehoruton 3 large quantitics of lime stone and wood at the kiln j—~

+ . but knows very littie about burning the lime ; recollects to have seen

one kiln burnt. Deponent understood that these were all prepara. o

o b e 1 Akt

+

)

. tions for building the Capitol. D. M. SHEFFIELD. .,
Sworn to before e, this 3d of Feb. 1841}  © 7 Y
+.°. °, Givenunder wy hand and seal, the day e T

* and year before mentioned,
" E/R.GIBSON,J.P. Le

[ S

on (',‘ou'n.tr_v.’’.:'!",'I"i,‘i e
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[EEREN T A ESTIEE I I I

' s Biaptes b House ' oF REPRESENTATIVES, E
. STt e DL January 26, 1841, " s : X
». .- The encloséd petition was referred to o Seleet Coinmittee,” sonsigh. '
¢~ ing of Mesars, Duval, McKinnon; Thigpin, Priest and Stecle, ROTES
T Y Attest, v “ . JAMES H:GIHSON, ' 7
to e . Clerk Housw of Representatives; - *

. P R LT [FT3H
- .7 Tothe Hogorablethe Governor and membersof the Legislative Connd=
- 1. ¢il of the Territory of Wlorida. - e . S
_ The petition.of Benjamin G. Thornton respectfully sheweth—<that- -

~ - in the year 1828, he entered into an engngement with the Territory of **

oy Florida, through their Commissioner John P. Duval, for erecting a Capi.~

" tol, as. will appear- by eertain ‘articles concluded by and ketween' said "

_ Cothmissioner ol the une part, and Jesse H. Willis and yoai petition- * 7
.- verol the other part; by ‘whigh:it will be seen that said Willis was to i~
’ furuish. the brick,.and your petitioner was 10 construct the walls and%!"
cover in the building. ! Your petitioner alter entering into said contract, ©
.immediately inade his prepnrations in oed frith, with a view to its fule - -
filment, in the shortest period, and. in the best manner.. ‘With the advice; '

~
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9% the Commissjonor and aeting under the exercise qf.ms.l.;estjudgment,

;7 Yhd-erected a Saw Mill for the'culting of his lumber at suitable lengths,
s “*which was in hetive operation ; he constiucted a lime kiln, and was pre-’
¢ -pared with limefor the purpose——had hauled his timber for the building

‘—hiil purchized Oxen, Mules, Wagons and other things requisite in -

“such an undertaking, and had his workmen engaged, and ready to pro-
- Sgress with'it.  Your petilioner was employed for nearly two years ac-
o "’Eivel)’, apd with the greated diligence, neglecting all other business and
%0 énuagements, and directing him<elf his time and talents to this a'one.
The preparations thus made fromn the high price of every thing in this

country, involved a very heavy expenditure, Your petitioner is unable |
. at this time to-present an accurate account, but from loose nlemoranda

& + - vinhis possession; he inakes it amount to the sum of - ,as will »
' " i appear by anaccount filed herewith,-and prayed to be taken as part thereof.
¢ Your Honorable body will perceive thar the ereztion of the building
. «and covering the Capitol—the naterials having been prepured for that
"4 purpose, was but a slight matter in comparisen and might and would
. *have been accomplished in a few months, and your petitioner regarded
. -ithe undertaking as almost completed, and was looking with ittense anx-
-liety to u termination of his labors tor the reward ol his great exeitions.
. These anticipations were destroyed, to the great distress of your peti-
“r tioner, by the avowal of the Coriunissioner that the funds were exhausted, -
andafterwards by a refusal of ‘the Council o' progress with the work.
He believes the fact to bethat having erred in contracting for a building,
; - themere erectionand covering in of which alone was 10 ¢ ost $24,000; 2
« .. . building in wize,farkurpassing any probable wants of the*Territory,oreven
- . of u contemplated Stute—the Cuuneil were anxious o be relieved from
. it. -Suits were. accordingly commenced by ihe - Territory against.your
, ‘l“_pgzlilioner, and his securities in their bond; which, after a long and paio-
" “ful suspense, was decided in his. [avor. The consequence of these piro-
) 'l.ceédings wiis most ruinous to yoar vetitigner—all the 1unds he reeeived
< ¢ fromthe Commissioner were exhausted upon the work—his large inn.
~ terials accumnlated, at such vasi expeuse and. with iafinite labor, were
_thrown upoa his hands as almost useless, his preparations in other res-
. . pectsof Horses, Vutes, &e. &e, were also left.upon his hands—his work-
. ymen were lelt with their wages unpaid, and were clamurous—the eredit
"ol"ypur petivioner alre‘ady strajued 10 the utmost, in the endeavod to ful-
fil his conteuct, was now prostrated—bhis ereditors alarined—pre:sed in

, every direction—compencing their suits, and his entire property, even
2T

_.his toolswere, sold under execution.
" " Your petitioner though suilt

. . . [ RLT

P t ;though suiloring under.the ‘weight of -these hardships,
g . . thus pressiug upon him with a severity unknown toany but himselt;and
e, - not 'easily congeived, has ever had un abiding confidence in the sense.of
© L Cjustice and right of his cpunteyanen, he accordingly made application .t
\varjous times for reliel. 'T'ohis ppplication in 1833,.the Council passed

. ,a law appointing arbitratora to decide the question as will appear by
itheir act oi 1834, Under this law Jumes A. Berthlot. and Wdward
Chandler, Esqrs., were selected as arburators, but they dilfering. in opinn
“who gave it'as his' opinion thag your petitioner was entitled to the sum
of six thowand four hundred aud eighty-five dollars,  Although yorr
etitione; regarded this sum _as un inkdeguate allowanee for his heavy

- losses «nd expendirares, the value of s services fur so long a time and
his injorie: sines, still he was disposed to abide by-ths umpirage, having

»y 0 subimtted to the arbigration in .good frith. - Bysthe luw however of the
:5 Council, the'decision of the arbitrators was much to the disadvuntage

R

I

"‘ii;n the matter. was referred to ‘Thomas P.: Randolph, Lsq. as umpire, -

o ooz -
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“of your:petitionar:

. e
. *who efused toabi
. .~ 'mains'in this position,

made again subjeet’io the aprobation of the Auditor *

-, ) » .
ide by the decision of the umpire, and the matter re-

¢ " Your petitioner therefore,
" - @ law, either in confirmation

, Prays that yoar -honomblé'bod! will pass .
o

of said award of the said Ran

Iph, w0 be,

. *be feasonubly found entitldd to,

AN ACT for the reli

"

 paid him, with interest, or that they will give him such compeansation -
:for his losses, damages and jq uries, as under the circumstances, he may
H h ) (-] J td

" And your petitioner will ever pray, &e.
: .. B. G. "THORNTON.

'

ef of Benjamin G, Tﬁor_nton.

/. Ske. 1.

out of the

- the erritory of Florida,

Be it enacted by the

Tallahassee fund,

Governor and

That Benjamin G.
the sum of six thousand four hun<red and

Legislative Council of '
Thornton, be allowed

.» eighty five dollars, the amoun

Lof principal of the award, of Thomes R.

; Raundolph, in his favor,
;. thereon, fromn the date th
", paidto him forthwith, up,
“ing of the Capitol.

- . tory, of all claims and demands, arisin

against the

ertitory, and, likewise, interest

ereof, at eight per.cent; and that the same be

on his execati

ng a release in full,to the Terri--

g from his coutract for the huild-

.. Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That

. v
this taw shall be in full forao

 * from, and imme

diately after its passage.

This Bill passed the House in 1839—not acted bn in Seoate:
P A , Lo '

4H

; Know avr Men »
~aud Benjanin Chair

Y THESE Prasents,
es, ure held, and firml

That we, Jesse H. Willis, -

y bound, unto Jodn P. Daval

- Commissioner,

of the City of 'T'aHahasse

¢, aud his successor in office,

< oney, ot the United States to
"~ -be made to the said John P.

!in the penal sum of six thousand three: hundred and fifty dollars law(ul

the payment of whicy well and truly to
Duva), commissioner ag aforesaid, or

"~ his successor inoffice ; we bind

inistrators, joiutly, and severally,

ourgelves, our heirs,
firmly, by

thes

executors and ad-
@ presents, sealed

-‘our Lord one thousan

" t'with our seals and dated this fourteenth day of May, in the'vear of

Wugrgas,

d eight hundred twenty eight,

‘The said Jesse H. Willis, together wit)

ton, hitve entered into a contract, beuring oven date

i Benj. G. Thorn-

herewith, o erect

. more fully appear, und the

* . 1aud the said Thornton is to

» therein reieresd to npw, the

<apitel, according to the pla

. aongst thewmselves, thatche 8aid }

* with all rensonable despatoh,

s the walls and cover in (he Cupitol, reference th

said Willls and T'ho
tind all

condition of this obl;

t aforesuid, and ostimate,

ercto being had, will
roton, huving agreed

Villis is to furnish tha brick only ;
the otlrer natarials,
14hn work, ugraeibly to the contrae

and execute
_oai No. g,
gution is such that if

8he said Jessa L. Wiilis, shall commence without delay, and furnish
The quality of brick required for szid ’

ommissioner, in estj-

i

-\ Witness, .

", mite No. 2, theu this obligation 10 ba void, und of

no effect, otherwige

JESSE H, WILLIS, y, g,
BEN. CHAIRgS, 1. 8.

I3
H

A true copy fr

HORATIO P. vASS.

ow the original on file in m o

office.

T T

R. G. WELLFORD, Cik. Sup. Ct, Laon co, RE
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s, -+ PETITION OF BENJAMIN -GQH‘HORNTON. T
ST . LR S IR Koy 1 - . L.
oo This day appeared befora e Special Committoe 1o 'whom was re.
7 “ferred the claimn of B, G. Thornton, Jas. A, Berthelot, Esq., who depo-
" ., weth and sdith, that the laim of said Benjamin G. Thornton having .
" beeu, by an nct of the Lidgislative Couaell, npproved February 17,1834,
e eubmutted to the dacisiofi of arbitrators, and the said J. A. Berthelot ha.
.. . ving been chesen by Mr. Thorntott‘orieoF the urbitrators, and Edward
Chaaidler another_ on the part of the Territory, they proceeded to in<
vestigate the cluim, and make thesr geveral reports ; that deponent, af-
. ter devoting wuch time to the subject, upon full and mature delibrra.

"

o ——

.
.
N
PSR

tion, awarded to ‘Thoruten the whole amoant of the contract, after de- r -
ducting the shmus paid him,; wi;iicl\_nymrd,' ‘made’ by,"d?ppnem, amonnted i
toabout $12,700, ' -toed oA TG : B
That Mr. Chandler awarded bim nothing; that in consequenee of b
-the disagreament of the arbitrators, Thomas P. Riandolph was cliosea it
. -umpire, who allowed and awarded to the said Thornton one half of the. Wi
above sum, to wit, the sum of $6485. i
e e ~JAMES A, BERTHELOT. i
Sworn before me. . : b
E. R.GIBS0ON, J. . L ;i(f
[' B

T N R A e L T B 0 L R I L ALt

: ] . ' Quincy, Feb. 10, 1841,
[’ Dear, Sir :, Your letter bng, been dzly received,.and I should' have
' bebi'it Tallhhussea  two rcekd’ dlide, but foF iuidisposition, nnd bdd

P b

wanther. In Sept. 1 was caiifined. with: bilious: fevey; ‘and.until the (i .
ndrd . theee,ar:folin Weeks past, huve heen upyble to walk 49 the publig, part i
‘ of the yij)qget‘pqg. naw have fpver nnd pain in the head every otherday, . . ° |
. which, though it does not confine mé all the day, rénders iu'e,us:ﬁl‘ for= T Ed

the trahsaction ofuny, bifsinesg, >t~ = [t DU s e e ARt

You stite iy you? last letter thnt'the Commirtes are ankious to haveg
_ Iy testimony. -:1 have: given it 'oncein a.wni'uéui"regart. and: twice be- :
< forp Committees, wha “have takenijt’ down'; perhaps among some "of ot
.. ’the papers it may.be found. If, howavar, my lealth nnd the weanther -,
wil] perunt, (before thie adjournment of the Council) I' will come to” =
Tallahiiesée dnd checrlilly state beforé’thé’ Committee all that Ieatt -

. recollect at this didtant ‘period respecting the: case at issve,”
Moo W L e i+ Respeottully yonrs, . - - 0 F

.05 0 teaaKk Ly L !, W FHOS. P, RANDOLPH . .., !

3. G. Tuonnron, Ll'alluhusce. : ) o

T
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* - Bank of. Florida; respectfullyurepresents:s 1.« & .. v

) their lasi annual’ meéting, they:are instructed 1o ask’of the Leg-'

‘¥
. L N A -y
> ,}r - ‘o
APPENDIX:A wY, Lok
. A oA
.. - ' A .
B T O TR o ey
C e N AR ITES 74 A0 YOrTITig A
< - MEMORIAL A N
VBT BEW TGOV OF 0l i e a0 T RSN TR MY 43} S I . .
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REHII sopdaT b e e d
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Qo namsnparean an el syl et Lalpenns e i LS .
- QeEai s oot ;3 q IR R P
ol bt s e PN S N P T .
L . - ) ! X A ca Uil e T e el
B O NISATR N KTV N o4 (VS SNSRI '
: g o ‘ - Lot oAt e E
. T Aty
" - .
s ‘v-— C N \1' . o N . ' o ." '
. To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Territory of e
o I‘-‘ll')"ri{ia(o-' N G e : : . )

e RN ST TR L TRIC JE 1 ) R I T I I TR T R BT | Co
"Fhe.Memorial - of ‘the Prasidant and.Directors ‘of;the Union ¢

S Y L A
“That, by : the unanimous” resolution: of ‘thein stockholders, at. :

-"i!:n
" islative Council, a repeal of the 34th" s¢ction “of ‘the! charter of -

the Baok, which forbids a sale “at a disgount” of, the bonds of

the Territory, upon which- the capital of the Bankiis founded. : .1

“The motives which prompted the restriction - may be found in?
the circamstances under which the charter was graoted, * o

'Of these circumstanicés, two only_need be adveried to herg,y:
because they. were most, prominent, and inflaentind. 1y L ion -y

1. Uncertainty as to- the adequacy of the security which -
was 1o b given by the-stackholders for the protection of the
Tewritory. : e

. 2. A pervading dishelief of the possibility of selling Territo-
rinl Bonds at any reasonable price.

The Territorv was to be secured by mortzages of propert
which liad not then been appraised ; and which, it was feared,
might be estimated a1 rates which would nat indemnify agninst -

© a defwlt ot the Bank to pay the interest and principal of the
bonds. The resalt proved this fear to be grouadless,
~As evidence of the disheliel of the possibility of selling the
bonds, it is ouly necessary to recur to two or three facts,

1

v

.t
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.-t s}a The.vepy-tardy subscription..of, the ofirst, million ofsthe **
*.. - capital of thg, Bian,k'..wh.iqh;,-was;;,nO.t,lzqamp}e.tpii;tgl;ﬁizhlm.
wmenths siand then ‘ouly .affex a-.contract, had,, heen _made for
i the, a;;ﬂe_.qﬁ,;h@?lnmds..,,,,’-":',,”j;ifx“,,v.,;;,.,,, TR PR

e T SV |

! RN N A (AP P ST
ot The- refugal of the, sgackholders to advance, the mogey,
01 pecessary; (o, defyay the expenses of, the agent, appointed tosell

- the bonds ; because of a-belief,that the eflory ,_WO‘U]dng.’alb_Qlfﬁven .
. and the noney thrown AWAY. st ey iy g s
_ - 8. Thetunjversal,, as, well as extravagant joy , expressed
' authroughgpt, the . Territory, atithe success, of the'agent, who efe
fected the sale. T ! ’ e
6 .,’l‘.uase,_p(cvalprnt...doubtg,_pf_-,‘whjch‘,the.,,_Legislative Council -
largely partook, account for a restriction ,upon the sale of. the
* ! bonds, nowhere to he discavered in the Louisiana Bank charters,
. erffona . which that of the Union Bapk, was copied, nor in the sub-
/7. 4l sequent, charters of other.B_ank,s._in..lhe_f'_l‘errj,(ory, for.whose cap-
G e dts failis pledged. ooy o n L e Pt
* wiv Suchy however, was the..credit . of all.-Amerjcan stocks, both
. -8 home gnd abroad, at thetime, they .were . offered. in the New
o Yark market, ; that the restriction in. the: chayier interposed no
" obstacle to the sale of, the Territorial. Bonds., The baak, there-
- fore, went. into. suncassfu) operation,; and so continucd uptil the
uniyersal,suspension of. specie payments, in. 1837. ., o
son the‘qnsu,';ng..yea,r.,.-.thp Capital of.the: Bank was Ailled. up
o -,z!by,g;the.subscr,_ipt‘i'(_»vrg-_ of two, milliops of dollars;. gnd bonds
" @l the Texritory, 1o, corresponding - amoynt, were reeeived by
A T it.ilo,b0;80|d-s:q Coreiony Blece oy Vi e
© oy -Of these,: the. agent; of the Bank. sold 1296 honds, of onc e
~rthousand dollars,each, . at: prices which netted 1o the Bank a

'

i

Vi

i premium, L But the sale of the remaining 704 . bonds was ar-
-7 rested by the aprehension of hostilities - between the United
.2 Sties jund ‘Great. Britain,, on.accqupt of the disputed ;North-
~7 yreastern houndary.. . cletwdi D e L
Cwle v The sume, canse arrested the gale of . all American Stocks in
1, Burope ;; and . before .the fear, of, foreign hostilities,had subsided,
- ,|‘.;he.-diqusu‘0us_.'prugrcss of ithe Indian war :within the . Ter-
riory,’-combived |, with . a venewed suspension of specie,: pay-
- o-ments by all the. Banks- #oath of the Hudson, rendered ahor-
L. tive overy gffort to, sell the, remaing “I'erritorial bonds,: Itis
- . needless 10 add, that siill areater difficulties were supéradded, -
. by theaction of the Jast House.of Representatives, e
U But the time has -arrived when a sale of the remaining 704
« 4 bonds:ig imperiously demanded by the best_-intcres!sotﬂ;he Terr’.
...‘"‘ory'.!‘.‘ LSRR B I P T FE Y
« .. The e unlyy..is lahoring pnder great and, complicated pecu.

3
' »-n.ni-a.r.";jcl;nbﬂl‘l_‘ilssme"ls-i;.lht?-‘causes whereuf,beiug misunder- 3
SRRV ERRRC R IR N {
) Ve ;3’
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vé ) afe un-.
| rsiiited 1071hE objéct, ind thust agravate the'evili’ - Uyt
1! Phg ublic! mind-hak -been 'impressed ‘with a belief that the .
- existing evils are all attributable to the Banks; who, by anim-" . . ...
-t h-Pradéent exténsion of discounts have made over issues of -Bank -

“Vpaper.”- Hences: every ‘remedy proposed -has for 'its’ object, to .-

[ SN Sy b

x"t“.‘ T Ny . ? ) \ _

i _ S - b ‘_ » S A

i :i L LAY 257 » SRR

4 s T o » . .
i - 9 glgod; Whve odtdsiontd' rethedics to'be prapased, which
i

i :

S

=127 compel the' Benks to reduce Wheir circulatio.
' The evils comptained of are - /- = i L
. 9901 Bx(ravagant rates dmanded for northérs exchange. " :
coe g An olledged depreciation’in the value of our Bank cur-
.- ., Teney. . Lo T :
kg And at snrhe"timé"a_n-'ackndwlcdged and distressing scar- "
2tlcity of that very earreney. v e T
Wt This last admitted fact sheuld induce’a doubt,whethér the pub-
*"“lic'mind has not mistaken the'true cduse of our embarrassmerits,
“"And that doubt must be'sirengihicned, by ‘two other undeniable -~ . _
.+ ' facts, to wit: That the Bank circulation-"of the Territory is o

e o,

L

. #ess, by one fialf, than it was, before the spspension of specie
" payments :, aid that. the circulation’ of this Bunk ‘is.much less
* ""in amount than’ will- be due and payable to it, in the course of
"' the year, for interest alone upon‘its discounts. ' s JA
"7 Surely these facts ought to disabuse the public mind.” -~ S
The true cause of the high rate of Northern exchange, is
. lithe ‘northen indsbtedness of the Territory ; ' an" indebtedness
.* "exceeding the value of her exports.” - And if, by cyrtailinents, N :
““the Bank could have withdrawn every dollar of “its notes from = .~ '
.. circulation, the measure would neither have paid-oné dollar of - ok
“'northern debt ; nor have reduced the rite of northern 1f':)r(:hange, _ A
“ one per cent. ; dhhough it would hive ruined many. and have
;T'added to the ‘embariassments ‘of* the ocountry, by depriving it
« of its chief cafrency; " =il te st TT T TS

The obnoxious remedy for! the: derangement of inland ex- N
* . changes,as well as for most of the other evils endured by gur ~ . -
' community, . is he “payment of’ the northern debt. “And the
""ebvious’ means of paying u-litee aniount ‘of it; is 'a-sale of .
i .+ Uthe 704 Territorial bonds, held by the Bank. -~ Without' such . é
7 sule, thé Bapk and the' comitinity musi:continue to suffer,
| 74 The only ‘other veicdy’ 10" Which the Bank can have recourse
IF s . Pisthe cortailment ‘of its' disevonts ; a remedy; which it'has al.

. ~""ready sipplied‘to the extent af it power, unaided by the coer-

f .
A cion of the courts of law;* Mo thai coercion it. may* be driven,
; - 2'The eredit of the ‘Territdry ‘must he sustained, by the punctual «
'L! T 'payment of the intérest o ‘the Pérritorial ‘bondsi The Bank :
'k - must comply with 1tz engagements, no multer at what cost. .
(19

MAnd if' the:means of sustiining that credit, and of imecting these
“engagements are 1o be supplieit by curtailments, th rough the'in-
" slramentality of judgments at law, and the enforcement of BXg.

|
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. txluitloha; i pecds Mo ispirit: of ‘p}dphecynmforetellnhe-ru,m' of
t.o o Unindeviduals;and the postration of everyuinterest in-our:commu-
O chmitw T et el st

v ni.A-sale of those bonds‘at the greatestrprobable discount :can-
2 dnet invelvethe:Territory inany loss s becauseithe present sur-
. " 07 plus profit of ‘the Bank, exceods any ‘possible loss upon thesale.

\l “"iThe capital: of 'the Bnnk,_lhéreforé, .willr‘rcnly'in’?unimpah’ed;
i ~ahd constitute of itself, a cdmplete protection to the Territoiy ;
. . _while she has the further security 'of property, worth five will-

- ~'4ons of dollars, mortgaged for thiee millions only. - Né rational

| " ®.the charter, the Territory will hazard any'ahing:: - F
i Yol Whatever loss may attend-: the sule-at.:a:discount, will fall
- -upon the stockholders of the Bauk ; to whom and their agents,
A - 24he directors, the: right tosell at a discéunt, mav-be ‘safely'con-

.. ='fided, since motives. of privale:interest;:as wallia’srofpubiic‘duly

. Yvawill prevent -any improper and ounecessary sacrifices:, - -

.- The immediate -effect”"of &' sale Gf' the ‘bonds' wonld be ' the
(- " ‘payment of s much of the' Nofihern® debt’ af the Territory.:
+"and a corresponding ‘reduction ‘of the'liabilitics of* the Bunk;

Al ;;;Jelievgd from* allthe ‘evils niténdant iupbu’ & high Tate of éx-
§, *"change, hnd upon a‘depreciated cirrencyiiwhethey that depre-

N ciation be real or imaginary ; and without having’ edisskd ‘the
“fuin of 'an iudividial ; and even Without'siny Setere pressure
£33, upon its debtors, ‘the Bapk. would be' cnibled 1o resurhe spécie
A p':‘lyments.’ L T L T T W13 TS I L T S S PR S

L .

, ‘ : ,ltl'll;hé'_:fpvo{ablé régard of the représcitalives of the pebplel

|© .commerce; and from u;;f:tu'gtfu.l: sensons, goyernmen(s have in- .
i -f‘.!,t_!erposcd fur the prqtection. or ' relicf of their pc(leg‘, ,.,T'.'.e aov-

meroment of Great Britain, much_less, popular in its form’ Than

-, " that of republican America. has beeti known io aid iis merchants

joning State, reeommend {o the Legislature to lend 'to their peo-

ple, millions of dpllyrs of Statd bonds, to assist them in paying

. payments.

“q 2" ., .xaepewprx. il

faree RN ONTITIIE SR TN B PR
i '} “Phess consequences can beinveited rgnly- by ‘giving to the
~ e Bank the use'6f that portion of: its Capital which: now lies-dor- -
v Aemantin the 704 “unsold: bonds < 4f-the: Territory: and;.which
. v wwil] continbe dormant ‘unless. the restriction: in the 34th :sectivw
‘oo i of ‘theichartedishall be vemoved,: i it "ot oL il

i . -i'man, then,'can bglicve, that by the repeal:f:the:84th scction ot :

¥ 0" that with'the #id" of anbther crop, the'community wotld be .

. Surely such gonsiderations ought to commed-the wjghsdre to *

In public clamities, resulting from war i/ frpm rey ulsigms’ in. -
s bnder. serians;pezynjary difficultics, by, Joanjs'from the National
b " Treasury ; and we have recenjly seen -the Governor of an ad-

- the curtailments requiréd to enable ‘their banks to résiinie specie °

. Great public calamities, resulting from a savage war, from re--

o
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1 - mvulsions in-commeree, and-froin. an-unfruitful season, have fallen
4 UPON,OUr young.commuanity sone venheleps your. memorialists do
g Hot ask you 1o put your hands into the publie treasury, ur: to.of-
“+ferr any sacrifice! upon . the altar of patriotism, for the relief of
¢ your constituents, * But.in the name of their stockholders, who
“compose a respectable portion..of those constituents, thev ask
"4/ permissiona by m sacrifice of their. own - interests, 1g: shield their
Aellow citizens from further and greater calamities.. : They  ask
« ufor: power, by one measure. to equalize exchange;and to make
-uthe circulation of the Unioy Bank equal to specie. . Thev..ask
. .n.this boon at the hands of the Leaislature, to enable them ta save
¥ ;1the property.of debtars’ from .the gripe of the usurer, and from
7+ 1 the grasp of: the, rapacious specnlator, i Its ‘refusal will indeed
. ..itmake-the rich, richery; and the poor.poorer..;: .1 ' .
- {:+ -To the wisdom of .anenlightened assembly, your memorial-
- i ists:confidently isubmit. the. qhoice  between conflicting:alterna-
- tives presented to their judgment by the existing circumstauces
=11 of : the Union-Bank, of . the paper. currency,and of the people of
t!FlOI‘id\-.i.‘ P e : " b FUPEE *

L T ML AL R FERNLER S R O
‘Ou the- one. hand :the resumption :of* specie pavments ;.:the
.5 s.consequent.rediction-of therates of.exchange,. and the allevia-
e ttion of the pressure on the connnunity for,debts, . which a:short
. .iycrop has denied the means of paying. v, . et
... On the other hand, a continued oppressjve’ and wastful strog-
-, ; .gle to preserve from further injury abroad, the credit of the Ters
‘ «mitory,. gnd of, the Bank ; and . the prostration ;of the value "of
- ow Cevery. description pf private .property, by forced colléctions,
‘.t 7, profitable gnly. to speculators and usurers, and accom panied; by
Y n i the utter ruin of  individuals, . L R

o I, further, argument is necessary to° tnduce the’ l.egislgitin","to
.-grant,their prayer, your. memorialists beg Jeave 'rle'speclﬂ_ﬂlyl to
suggest, that it be embudied in the following modification, of
ara0y.act. which may pass on.the subject. = . 7
-+ L.1'That the Union Bank shall be.compelled to pay specie fo?
;18 notes in circalation, from and afier six months froim tliq‘ time
-+ " of 'the sale of the Bonds,” ' e e et
&7, 2.0 Thvi the Bank shall aunuallv apprépriate tuo per cerit on
.. the amount of said honds, as a. sinking find'for their redemption.
oo Ap anudity ' of two per ceiit would pay ‘off those ‘bonds ' in
. 'jtwenty“ue yeq'rs';"‘ T LT P ; .'1|:'-3"=f —i-': \'n IM
o0 7 And your membrialists as in duty bound will ever i)fa'\f.'"‘fzc.
. LN T Magtf o, TUNTR S L S T sornd, e
Ly By prgaref o biurd of Diresre,” T PR
Cmaiime e s T iy ey l-JOHN- Gy GAMBLE,"P;GSMGM.‘-
DN a8, Flrids, Febroary10, 1641, "4
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L ",:kJ(_Jlll(.‘i,i"r.").'ﬂ‘ JRUS ON.THE PETITION OF. o e ', ' 1}} ' ‘()
® L Cute :‘r.l':i.l"r)ri'\‘;;;uf R R R TR TR PEPR RN I | k. e !
!\ E Clatil i liGHAEL I‘EDWJTH"-i_ e T b : : ‘
b I_ml'. T TP IE I LR TL IR KPR T colt g gt An ob fan S
‘ | ':\v':qﬂ‘il Wi to e b o —— g 0y .
. J . wblivd ud i bt TO Lo TTPRTIES T SRR I ;,i\;,-z“ .
|, The Committee to whom was teferred 't’he"pgtiﬁ'drj of Michael !

~* Ledwith'have’ had the samié 'u'ri'dé'r‘dbhsi‘de'r':itiob"'and report as
_'fon’(',!w'sl’:-liz ..1 ' [ BT PP B R h!..v _y,-]: L O (':‘:-.5_11
~ 1t'appedrs that Mr. Ledwith'mddéa‘contract ‘with:the Com<
. _ missioner, of the Tallahassee Fand, on'the 14th!Nov.; 1839, tb*
¥, . 7 furaish the materials  and exbcute thie work ‘on‘the Capitol ac-
U cordin¥ to certain speciﬁt:al_inﬁsf';'—-‘he"W':fé't'o‘_-'m'zike and- furnishi ¥ -
e Ba the lintels! window frames. floors, jdrsts',‘-'rdof.‘ &e. ot the build=+? o
: ing:"' For-this he' was 10 receive §13:957; the Value' of the nas!?
Y clerigldta’bé advanced asthey” were delivered on ‘the ground.™
e SEME Ledwith alsh ' particularly boiind himself: 16''liave the win="T
: * o idow iril‘m'e’s.ilihtélsi and jolsts far the flodr,” r'c'ai’d_v'by’such time' " i
oo \ \ sxecuation of thét

T Ao or dela TRV
as’ {0’ 'prevent'ahy occasion ‘for*delay" inl‘ ‘lhc‘ ex
R AT R

e G b gy oy e Tt e

e misonry Y ‘ g : _ :
4. ‘Fhe fodndation of the ‘-C:ipilbl"wh’é"lﬁid"b_w',"'Mr'i‘Sliiné,ithbf:"ﬂ’ Co
- contractor for the brick work, wlio’ pro_._zressed until he wag'# '
stopped fur theiwant of theswindow: frames) joists; &e. *:Having
. been ‘delayed fot'somes times:he raddressed & letter te the com=1t.
~* mibsioner-requiring hin to: furaish thé frames. &e.- The comai't o
I mi':;sibne.r,im‘anmlim.elyvadd're.i%scdm'!Ile'uer tocMur: Ladwith, re-¢d ’
"l . questiug-that-the: praper - materials cinight be* (urnished; ands
" offering as there were:- untpublic fands, to pay from-his privateci. .
means, for these ‘maiesials. when. delivered. - Mun., Ledwith.ra:

b S

el SO
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o e
A

. . e . . . N . A . . A
bt Elled,’.d.echnmg to lqrmsh,lho-a\vlmluwlfrumes.‘:slall.u'.'. that he s . x40
AR ad -nlready. furpished anaterials, (eonsisting of* a librze quantity, . T i
b, of . whitenpinepliuk,) sto,.ihe ;annuut of. #1000 and upwardsyy s

e Tamrcwht e

"~ . for which heihad. been unable'do et -pay, and that these shonld.. ;
" bepaid for-beforenny thing fuvther wus vequired;ali im.t; 0
0. (fha.lcuers -arehereanto agoexed-and made part of thayes. !
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( (E bt g P In this state of thinas the Committee are(»f«n|)||1{011_tl)e Com-
AN A dh missioper acted properly in engaging some other individual to-
TR - ¢ folfil:Mr. Ledwith’s contraot, It was pecessary that some steps
’-{331 o shuuld be taken by the Jom:issionér to“prevent a long delay'in
7{ ' u"zi‘ % the progress of the building. . The ason could not be stopped
o] gt

in his work until a court of justice should decide by whom the
" contract had been violated. The Commitiee arc of opinion
. that Mr. Ledwithjshou)d have -proceeded to pet thegdintels and
" window fraies as the first part of the work ; hc hadexpressly
“enaged to furnish these so as not to delav the mason, - The
building could not have piogressed without them. They do not
© .4 " think it was proper for him to get materials for other parts of -
the building, for instance for- the second-and ‘third stories and
toof, and to exact pay for these, neglecting the basement and
arts below. If so, then payfor-the-wood work of the twhole
. Euilding might be demanded and obtained before the building
(- 3,  ecouldbe raised beyond the foundatioun.. . ., oy
‘ They, uaderstapd the trug construstion.and intent of, the con-, -
tract o be-that * Mr. Ledwith was to farnish the naterials spey,-
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| |
‘;! cified in . the agregment as, they might be sneeded by the masan

1 il inthe progress;of his work” - . e
b by ‘o Thay,do not.undgrstand the materials; mentioned in the con- -
3 ! ;';.E " 1. traet g mean raw,materials, such as plank, bat matevials it for .
| :i} " use in,parrvipg on the building, Thé damages, sustamed by ;.

i

£y M, Ledwith, if: any, are-then chargéable to. himself, as being |
', praduced by his.own acts, The Committee, however, anxious',,
~ 4y, to.du justice 1q,the petitioney, have endeavared to consider the, .
- oy’ subjeet Jiberally,, withont, reference, to, the lsgal rights of the
" parties.,, Jf in aay, spirit of cquity, the petitioner, has sustained.
a bouna fide damaue, although caused by his own misconstrug- ..
tion of the:contract, theyrare. willing to allow. him_a.remuner-
ation, -, e 0 L : S e e
It appears.that-Mr., Ledwith had purchased..a large quantity, 1
of lumber, for which the commissioner was unable to_pay him.- -
This inability on the .part of’ the: commissioner was. construed.,;,
by Mr. Ledwith-into. a violation . of - the coutract. .- Supposing.; |
the contract violated he refusci. to proceed and furnish .the win= p
-dow frames,.&c. when called for by the.mason... . o . . i,
... The counmissioner ‘therefore engaged another to furnish the-in
ec0 . mateMals; Mr. Ledwith is:left with this large quantity of - lumberit
: . on hand which he alledges he. was compelled to sell at a sacrifice:
. .- This sacrifice or loss amounting -as near as the comittee can i
" aseertain to about $379, they are of “opinion should-be allowed
him. Also $60-for shop -rent. - Itappears that the petitioney:d
¢ has'paid” Messrs.: Thompson &-Haguer $200 for logal advice
* Tujs item the commitee are of opinion should also be allowediie:?

ara < P
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.- Be it resolved by the Governor and Legislative Council, That '
. Michael Ledwith

be allowed out of the Tallahassee Fund the . ~ - *
" eum of six hundred and twenty-nine dollars, to be paid after Mr.
7. Ledwith has executed a release in full to the Territory of all '
< clims and demnands, arising from his contract- with the com.. - = .4
& missioner to perform certain work on the Capitol : provided, E
. ‘however that the commissioner shall not be .required to pay. -

this. claim whilst it will in any way interfere with the progress
¢rcompletion of the Capital,” * . : S

.
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i+ . . ARTICLES OF AGREEMENTY .~
Between MicHaEL Lepwrirn, of Tallalgil;icb,'_Florida. ofthe one -+ -
part, and C. G. Encrisa, Commissioner of the city of Talla-

', hassee, in behalf of the Territory of Florida, ( pursuant to un
: An act to provide Jor

“act of the Legislative, Council, entitled «
¢ builting a Capitol, and for ather Ppurposes,” approved Muych
' 4th, 1839,) of the other part. . R

4% The said ' Ledwith, for the consideration hereinafter men.
' foned, doth hereby for himself, his heirs,

_ executors and admin- .-
'/ istrators, covenant, contract and agree to and with the said - Lo

-, "commissioner and his successors in office, to furnish the mate.
._rials and execute the work on the Capitol of the Territory, men. -
* tioned in the following specifications, and agreeably o the ace ..
. *-companying plans and elevations, which plans and elevations '
3 mle hereby agreed upon as constituting part of the present ar.
ticles. ’ ' ' B ‘
- Al the lintels, window frames, and sash for the building, for R
. 1 . : . .

.
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. twenty:six windows in the basement story, each of sixteen

“lights of twelve by eighteen inch glass, and for fifty-four win-

;. dows in the other story, each of -twenty-four lights of twelve by
" "twentyinch glass, All the’ windows te be double hung with .
" weights and pullies. Ths outside hanging stiles of the frames

~ 1o be set tour inches back from the face of the wall, to shew a
face of three inches, and to be one and five eighths of an inch
thick. The bottom rails of the sash to be fuur inches wide;

 the top rails and the stiles to be each two and a half inches

* wide ; the meeting rails to be one and three cighths of an inch
. wide ; the muntens to bedoweled ; .the sash to be one and five

e

eighths of an ince thick. The window frames and sash te be
of heast timber, and the lintels of heart yellow pine, -
- The floors of the two upper stories and of the porticos—the
- boards to be yellow heart pine, free from knots, one and a
- quarter inch thick, about five and a half inches wide, and to be
<secret nailed to rest, (except the two large passages in the mid-
‘dle of the building,) on Joists three inches thick, twelve inches
. deep, and sixteen inches from centre 1o centre. The joists in
the two middle passages to be three inches thick, fourteen inches
" deep, and sixteen inches from centre to centre, and to be -
strengthened by thres rows of bridging. The joists to be of ™
: yellow pine, to shew heart oh two sides and two edges, their

:* whole length; to beof uniform depth, and to have their under
. »: edges on a level.

- The entire entablature and pediments of the porticos to be of
. wood, and to be constructed with a good and sufficieat, frame
to sustain the roofs of the porticos. . :
All the projecting cornice of the body of the building, which »
must run eatirely around the building, and be continued up the
"gebles tolay pecfi'méms. This cornice to be of weod, and to .
- contain the eave-gutters. , . ‘
The wall plates to be of the widih of the top of the wall, to be
three inches thick, and to be of heart yellow pine. ) .-
The entire roof of the building and porticos, both frame and
. covering. The framing to be principal, with two qucen posts, -
strongly trussed. The principal rafters not to exceed ten feet | <.
“from centre to centre—the common rafters two feet. Thegir- .
ders to be strengthened by three rows of timber crosswise, The
timbers for the frame to be heart vellow pine.. The covering
.of the roof to be slate, and the valleys and the gutters behind the
chimneys 1o be lined with lead or copper, of sufficient width 1o .
prevent leakage. The covering to be of copper seven inches )
wide, to be constructed in the cornice. Eight conductors of -
copper, each four inches in diameter., <

The said Ledwith doth hereby bind hjmsclf, his heirs, ex;cu-

d ..
- .
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" tors, and administrators, faithfully to execute the work above .
: srcciﬁed, and in accordance with the arcompanying plans and -
ele

vations, in a neat, substantial,’and the best workmanlike man-

ner, with materials of the best quality, and to have, the window .
frames, lintels, and 4imbers for the floor ready by such time as .
to prevent any occasion for delay in the execution of the mason- -
ry. and to have the whole work completed by the fifieenth day - -

of November, eighteen hundred and forty.
And in consideration of the premises, the said commissioner
doth hereby bind himself and his successors in office, to pay te

* the said Ledwith, his heirs, executors and administrators, the

sum of thirteen thousand nine hundred and eighty seven dollars,
to be paid as fellyws : The value of the materials to be advanced

. as they are delivered on the ground, the residue upon the com-
pletion of the work. ' :
And the said I.edwith doth further agree that he will execute

" any change which may be made in plan of said building, by said
commissioner, a reasonable allowance being made,; whether of

_ increase or diminution of price, according as such change may
_occasion, increase or diminutior of labor or' materials for rts‘*

- @xecntion. .

‘ Itis further the understanding and agreement of the parties, .
+ that the paymeats for materials delivered, are not to be ‘in less

amounts than three hundred dollars.
In witness whereof, the said parties to this agreement have
 hereto set their hands, and affixed their seals at Tallahas-

_and thirty-niue, _ . -
Cesl _ © MICHAEL LEDWITH..
: C.'G. ENGLISH.

Ao . -~
. T
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see, on the fourteenth day of November, eighteen hundred .
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' UNION BANK OF FLORIDA,

-7 AprENDIX,

OF THE

¢ PRESIDENT AND DIRECTORS -

OF. THE "

}

A

- To their Slockholders Ass:%pbkd in Annual Meeting. g

.. Since the last meeting of the Stockholders, the President
and Directors have had to performa task alike delicate and
-difficult. - .. : : . .

"> The Stockholders had scarcely adjourned, when a scrutiny
into the affairsof the Bank was. instituted, by a Committee of
the House of Representatives, not only without the concurrence,
but after declining the co-operation of the Senate. :

. In prescribing the manner of conducting such a scrutiny, the -
charter of the Bank provides in section 18. . ’

“ That the Board of Directors shall keep one or more books,’
in which shall be entered their rules, regulations, ordinances,
and proceedings ; which hook shall at all times, be open for the -
inspection of any committee appointed for the purpaose, by the
Legislature ; and such committee shall have access to all books ,

~+" >coutaining the general accounts ot the Bauk, so as to ascertain™

the amount ot cash on hand—~—the amount of notes in circula~
tion—the bnlqulce due 10 and from otiher banks, the amount of
deposits—the amount of bills, notes, or bonds discounted, and
all the other aflairs of the said bank, so as to know its true
situation, and to be enabled to make a true report thereof to the
Legislature.  Provided, That said committee, shall not. have a
righ. 'to _examine the individual accounts of the customers of
the bank.” ) ‘ .

Your Board believed that a committee authorised to esamine
into the conditien of the Bank, should have been appointed by.
both branches of the Legislative Council, since neither house,
singly, constitutes the ¢ Legistawre.” ‘Bt having nothing to

' .- conceal, which the Board had a right to disclose ; and courting, -

L2

rather than avoidiag scruting, all the enquiries of the committee
were met with alacrity and willingness, except such as related,

a
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1o the is prwate arcoums of the- customers of thg bank * whrch
the-chartet had forbid them 1o publish. - - ¢ oo

In the progress of the investigation, there was mamfested as
the subsequent report of the committeé clearly demonstrated a

- decided homhty to the Bank and a predelermumnon to con- ..

dem it .
“The most innocent, nay, the most commendable transactmns
of the bank, . with its-stockholders and others, ‘'were. construed

“the- -part ‘of the Directors, its whole tenor, contradicting its con-

‘¢lusion, was calculated to leave on the public mind, the most un-

‘into mismanagement, favoritism, or. fraud ; and while the .report -
- . wound up with an equivocal acquital of intentional wrong on

“favorable impressions with'regard to their integrity, as well, as

their capacity. Such constructions were put upon the legal
éffect of the charter, as to bring in " question, not only the con-

" duct of the directors, but the existence of the bank 1lself and -

the faith of the Territory.

‘The Board ot Directors felt it to be an lmperallve duty to .
correct the mistatements, and meet the'arguments of the two

committees of the House of Representatives ; and did so, ina
reply, the appearance of which was long delayed, b_y the state
‘of the press, inrusted with its publication;

In the interim, as was foreseen by the drrectors, and must

‘have. been anticipated by the authors of the two injurious re-

" ports, the credit, and charter, as well of the Territory, as of the .

- ‘Bank, suffered materially at home and abroad ; extinguishing'
for the present, all hope of eflecting a sale of the $704,000 of
~Territorial bonds which had been left in T.ondon.

Had the conduct of the directors even merited -their unjust

censures, it would not have justified the Bouse of Repre~em-

atives in/a course produciive of great, public and prwale mJu-

ry, without the alleviation of one public goed.

As a Florida institution, in whose failure, or success, are in-
- volved the fortunes of a large number of her citizens, the bank
ou'rhl to have received help, and not harm, from the Represen-
lauves of the people. :

S,

=5

In its inception,and durmg various slages of its being, the bank
had received the sanction of seven successive Legislative Conn.

“cils, as well as of the judicial tribunals of ‘the counwry. This

"consideration alone, should have restrained the House of Rep- -
resentatives from denonncing the leg.rluy of lhe acts of theu-'

predeccssors.

The confidence :of the Stovkholders, who had mortgaged '
therr estates ; of the slrangers akroad, who had supphed its cap-_:
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pital; and of the péople of Florida, who had’ given ereditto its

.. paper, was based upon a reliance on the justice, good faith,

and sound policy of the Territorial Government. “All those

principles were vivlated by the House of Representatives, in its .

extreme auxiety to destroy the banks.

The Territory was suffering in. consequence of a supposed
depreciation of its currency; the depreciation was attributed
to a redundant bank circulation ; the odium naturally fell upon

', the banks, and it was thought that their destraction, would prove

‘a popular remedy. - i . ‘
If a redundant circulation had been the cause of the evil, the

remedy would have been obvious, and easy. - The cure would .-

“have been certainly and speedily effected by a curtailment of

. /'discounts. = - :

The true cause of the evil, however, is the foréigti' indehted-
ness of the Territory ; an indebtedness which,” in amount, has

greatly exceeded the valuc of the exports of the country : in .
other words, an unfavorable balunce of twrade. In the creation ot o

~* this indebtedness, the banks have had no agency. It hasbeen the.

-act of the merchants and planters of the Territory. And if by
curtailmeits, the bank could have withdrawn from ci-culation,
every dollar of its notes, the measure would Have neither paid

" -one dollar®of northern debt ; nor have reduced the rate of nor-
- ’

thern exchange, one per centum ; although it would have ruined
many individaals, and would have greatly added to the embar-
rassments of the Territory. by depriving it of a currency,which,
at home, at least, subserves all the purposes of specie; and is
only said to be ** depreciated,” because it will not pay a debt in

New York.

_ - So far from beiﬁg }edundant, the amount of the bank circula- .
tion of the Territory, is less, hy one half, than it was, prior to

the suspension of specie payments. And so far as this bank is -
-concerned, the circulation will continue to be reduced.

In this country, no institution can long oppose public apinion,
however mistaken that opinion may be. This bauk has yielded
to the carreat of prejudice, and throughout the past year, has

ersistedin a rigid curtailment of discounts. During that time,

-1t is not recollected that new discounts to the extent of ten thou-

sand dollars have been granted. It is presumed that the sam

~course will be pursued by our successors, until the whole circu-
‘lation of the bank shall have been withdrawn. And then, when -~
no cemand can be made upon it, the bank may make the empty

boast of * being ready to pay specie.”” Then, too, the people

will see, that in grasping at a shadow, they have lost the sub- - -

f
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- # 'The evil under which the country suffers, Hdmits. of bat two'

| remedies—TImE, or crEDIT. L o
*" Time, for'ths production, and sale, of future crops ; which, - :

|, aided by strict economy, will pay oor foreign' deht. IR

~ Credit, which-would enable us -to ‘anticipate the benefits of

|" those crops. S _ S
If the last House of Representatives had been as anxioqsg for'

- the resumption of specie payments, as for the destruction of the -

1 bank, their true policy was obvious. . ) )

The bank owns, as has been stated, seven hundred and four + -

thousand dollars of the bonds of the 'I‘erritory, forming so much = .

of its capital. The sale of those bonds would produce a (wo

| fold effect, in facilitating a resumption of specie payments,

1 l1st. The payment of so much of the Northern “debt of the

{ bank of the Territory. o o

2d. The reduction of the ecirculation of the bank by a sale

{ of the northern exchange, which the price of the bonds would

{ place in its possession, o

Those results would have obviated the necessity of measures

| which must press onerously upon all, and rainously upon many. -

| But intent upon a more favorite object, the last House of Rep- o
{resentatives declared the bonds void; the bank bankrupt; and the- '

{Territory fuithless. ‘ : ‘ -

The hope is indulged, that the present Legislative Councit -

will be actuated by a better feeling ; and that jis measures will

be conservative, rather than destructive, ”

{ By a harmonious co-operation of the Legislature, the pro-

ple, and the bank, the evil, now existing, may be reinoved with-

{out great injury to the country. :

- The sale of the Territorial bonds will eaable the bank 1o pe.

lme specie payments, - .

Itis wrue that their value has been reduced by the con-
{luct of the :ast House o R@presemalives{ But it is in the
power of the present Legislature to do mach for the restoration -
if the credit, and character of Florida, Let her nn longer oc-
{upy that “ bad eminence” of furnishing the only  Government
b the civilized world, which denies the obligation of its cop-

Confidence in the faith of the Territory may be restored by
‘ore prudent connsels ; but it is futile to expect thiii ¢ Terrie
orial bonds can be sold for more than the bonds of older and
icher States, whose. Legitlawares have ever manifested a deter-
fination to sustain 'llleir'llq#nof and credit.

The bonds of all the States are now selling for less than par.

[




&

xxivi 0 7 ApeRNDIX. \

“Therefore, - while the. vestriction in 'the’ charter of the Union
Bauk remains; no sale, can lie made of the Florida bonds. .
:The bank has been discounting for three years upon that por-
tion of its capital,. which was - expzcted to be obtained by the

" sale of these bonds, and the interest from this fund during that
time, bas exceeded 25 per cent, so that a sale of the bonds at
75 per cent, would still leave the bank without loss on them. .
‘The terms of the sale may, therefore, be safely left to the dis--
cretion of the Directors, whose personal interests, as well as'
- public daty, will forbid any unnecessary sacrifice. S
The right to sell at a discount, will not uecessarily cause such,
., sale, or discount, to be made:. The bonds may be hypothecated,
" as collateral security for the payment of the Bunk bonds, 1o
" which reference will presently be made ;.and before the maturity
of the bank bonds, the credit of the Territory may be complete-
ly restored, and a sale of them be .effzcted at pur, or at: a pre-
miom. .. R :
While the restriction continues, itis obvious, that.they can-
- " not be hypothecated with the same advantage to the bank, or to
_ the Territory, L S
A repea: of the restriction in the 34th :section of the charter
~-will do more for the restoration of specie payments, than every
~ other act of legislation to which resort can be had.

Under the complicazed difficulties of their sitnation, your
Directors have done all that was in their power ; and have tried
to effect more than circumstances at home and abroad, have en- .
abled them to accomplish.. - - L S

_They have paid to the Bank of the United States, two hun- . >
dred and thirty-seven thousand dollars, in part of the debt which,
had been contracted for the purpose of paying protested checks
of this bank, unadvisedly diawn, before the return howe of the
President, or the provision of adequate funds to meet them. ..

This payment, with the purchase of cotton, and advances up-.
on it, in order 10 provide the interest upon the ‘I'arritorial bonds,,

- necessarily caused a great . increase of the circulation of 1he
bank ; so that between the 20th November, 1839, and the 18th.-
© of March, 1840, the circulation of the bank had been angment- °
ed from $293,000, to $653,000, making au increase of $360,-
. 000. - . .

To reduce this circulation, the bank hns,,throughnut the
whole year, persevered in a curtailment of its d'scounts:, and -
the rate of curtailiment would have been greater, . if* there had
existed a hope that furiher exaction could be bumplied with,
But with a crop of cotton, less, by one half, than that of 1839,

oy
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no _i'ncre"gse,o_f the rate of g:u;tg:illmengt ean be effected, until ano-
*This.is demonsurated by the ‘ameunt of vetes, which have ‘been
. l-‘ N . . LIRS ’ 4

... amount_of unquestionably good paper, now under protest from
the inability of the parties to pay their curtailments. . It will bes

By .curtailments, payment of interest: npon renewals, and
0 other measures, which will be ' mentioned presently, the circnias

) lx,x.g

. thererop. shall have" been brought 't the aid of the country, - -

! . put in suit sinde the last annual meeling, , as well, as, by the -

" come. tnore-apparent, by the large amount of pew suits which .
. will swell'the court dockets at the next spring term. . =

. “tion of the, bank, ‘which; o the 1'8.th' of March, last' wag .

:% -~ $653,000, has been reduced to' $355,667, Including " §7825 of

" the notes'of the Centi'al__Bank,"}Iw greater, part whereof, have

ing that wterest, the circulation of the -bank .would ihave been

less thanone haif :of its'present amount. - ..o - . - o

. I The unprecedented short crop of ‘the past yéar has now.beer
so]d,_aqd its avails disposed of. SR ‘ N

And there ‘are arrears of int rest now dge to it of ~ $110,000

| R So that, the interest alone,which should bé recéived by the bank

" in the coarse of lié year, greatly exceeds its circulation,

{7 ..The suits already instituted by the bank, and upon whick |

' Judgment will probably be obtained, at the spring . term of the |

" qQourts,,"alsa greatly exceed in amount, the circulation of the -
baok. . And there are other wSuits, besides those of the bank, - -

- . and to a'much larger amount, upon which: judgment will be ob- i -

TR P R

. tained at the ensuing spring terms, - : -

| . what is theré besides ihe circulation of- this bank, which can be
o -dsed in the' liquidation of this imigense. amount of indebted=
‘mess? o e .
o+ . .; These are facts. meriting the ;eansideration  of this general
njeéting, ‘and which willclaim the, serious regard. of those, to

Wwhom the  Stockholders may commit the, management. ot the

v the people of Florida; and are'not unworth
".". Their.Representatives.. LU AT SRR
. 1 Besides curtailments, your Directors adopted - other:in

the'reduction of the cireutution of the bank..~ v . -0 -, .
- 'vThey issued ' post notes, payuble in Now York,at periods not'ex:

y of-the notice! of

easures-fot
b ey

eeeding-two years, with interest ut the rate of ‘deven per centum por
¢ ' 8nnum, payable half: yearly, "This was done'with a double object. "

'probably been.destroyed, or lost.  But'(or the payment of the -
i ' . interest upon the capital of the bank, and the heavy lossesupoy
Ca gotton, substitnted for .inland exchange, for the purpose of .pays

- Tlie anoual ‘interest payable to this bank, exceeds $270,000 |

Until the ‘proceeds of another - crop can become “available, .-

- -bank for the ensning year. They deserve the. cousideration of
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15, To !!I‘(!II!'B)B’SO he value'of the' notes  of the bank, by making:

PO ey g )
AT e ~
YT
T
S S

o
S
Liing

s et LB A §

—ﬂ,—_._._,,_
e
~ LT -
- o

N '(Hér’l‘li’ﬁt_‘l‘hv‘aniﬁ o' \iito ‘paper,. which,' bf:sliﬂ!es»i)‘&;iri_n%'lhé li:'gﬂ':ill.iérj
- &3t of Now York; his ‘atfacRed to it, 'no’ uncertaiuty, a3 to thé f&l'dr‘e
16lb of exehinge betwéon that city; dnd Talluhawseei= 0 1000
- 1241 To fupd present liabilities; by converling "theny' fato a'loants = -
bo repaid in the year:1842. = .~ . . o e e atay !

T e SRS

E,_. 2. 11T insvire evefidence in the punctual payment of those post notes,
P * 7 goms of the directors agreed to. mike themselves personally respon.
(¢ eibleby indorsing themas .y oy Lo
' . Slrangors cunnot bp expected to possess such a knowledge of the
condition of {he bunk,” as to know whether it is really entitled 1o
gradit. Moreover, universal distrusthad been the natural wffspring of
_the reports of, the conniitiees Bafore roférred fo, . But the Directors;
_ @il Stockholders, frouws iheir coniection ‘with the’ bauk, must pos.
E ,. fess & knowledge of “its trué conaition.” And Wien'they gave prodf .
oo " éfchiifidence in‘its s8ouhdness, by making thenseives and ihelr s
|
b
E

TR

v

e

e T N em——
ATl -
T F et

“tates. résposisible for ity debts,the coniidence of sirangers it wus thought'
‘would wot!bb.withheld. - -~ % . . b e
These were the motivea which actuated, the indarsers of the post
potes, -and also of the bonds of the Bank, ol .which, mention will -
.+ presently be made, S rae D pe + L inie 7 on
.. ;. Besides post notey, the Directors issued Honds of ;the bank, in the - o
¢+ bope that a loan migh( be effected in New- Yok, to such extent, ng . - R
~+ would ‘cuable if {u resunie Spacie paymonts: but thu gbject was foyad, .
whattainable, ."Only a ‘small -dmouvit of thém,, p: yabl: at a short.
IR d&lf! were 's'(')hli 10" meat l:i'h'i'n'y('iib i ié‘a_iflld‘vUrgé:}i'ﬂqﬂu})d. oo
L.y Disappdinted, yet dotériiliied to spats'ii éMfok( which give a hope,
. ofvadtaining ieir: great objeet, of a 'veaumdpiion of "Specle’ paynients,
. the. ‘Buurd --.of: Diroctors. détided i ury the Eaviipesn m-.lrkat. ahd: B 3
* fokithiat ‘putpose, caustd bonds of the: bank, 10 be.prépated to thei v 4
#0 T ameunt '6f ape hyndrad thousand pounds sledling, inide payable jn; © &
v . .. ... Loudon;and to bear such rate of jnteres!, and’ to become due, ne -
© 707 such peripds ns might be ngreed,on with the purchaser. ..., 1y L
BT !')_(;!'1‘!,‘,.. ;()ﬁshiq;,_gttfpgrp!‘:Melcgr;:}l_i_\d previously vons to New Yarl,
- " @0 arrange - the ‘puyment of the July. intercst upou the Lerritorial,

s
o st e bR =

k_ _+ . boads, payable in New York, London and A materduin ; (o vegotinte
Wi }.he exchange of centificates of deposit, beld in New York, forpost

. - oléd ;'and (o ‘atreild” (o' Gthee intbresis'of ‘the bnhk, Fequiriad his
: presviee a0 thir éity! The ‘Géiling Luilda §oré; ‘therefore; sont to!
b, ‘with a veqiest-that hic Wold pracead to Lurops, for the purpose’
f cflecting adoan,- o o b e en 0 LT L s
$olothe dnterimy however, M Jaudon, ‘the Agedt of theé Bankof 6

T g A
o —_—

i t
{ .7 the United Stales, in Loudon, had aurived.ig the United States, sud:

F;
b
5 . alisr. some intqrviawy with him,, ihe -,f?,'.a,lxshiq'[.‘.'_ with the concufrence of '
&  the l?oard of Diiectors, ¢onmitted  the ugency for the sale of .the; - .
i . sierling bonds,. ta that.genttemun, whose. hich charactor for fipuncial . . -
f i S e talyat, unquestioned integrity, <nd.. established conneclions ubroad;, .
P .« giveassurance-that.a galewill be offacted, it pracicuvle. C G e
a L, - \ N i Y’H’ ,
i f
: C . o
,
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Hege ru TN H e U R M T .r! ety bon g 31
Lu)e‘]nle igence ﬁ:om nn\c!on le"p Q" lig Ruccess jn ohtamlng a.
pan [91; thy usg of qn. B.m ol the I.Inued q;dles. . Hns connecuou
with that institation reqmred zfm bis first eﬂ'or;s ghould be’ gweu ;o
ltsm;eres,t;. i I' el .
> sate ot the slmlmw bam bond s, \vnll .endi)le us tq pay the .)alo-
‘agee sull due to, the ,B.mlf of the Ulll eJ Smes, and muderu.e cur~

ity of the bank. , The repayment of, the bonds, apd pnst nules W|Il
be 'm.\de from the I‘e(‘elplﬂ of mto*rrst. ax curlallmenl; sprend over
'une twa, lhree ‘and our yedr - whwh Wl" brmg 28 many crops to,
aid_ of lhe dvbtms of ‘the’ l;dpk\ Lndqar such circumstances,
Florldu, would pas~ wuh lnlle dumage. thouﬂh the ordeal, whlc)l m
ad}-ncent Stutes, has h(aen .mendl.d with: blwhlmg Lﬂ'ur-ls.

i Aﬂer huvmg, with "oeat ubllny and suce ‘es¥, achieved the ohjecls

air-of his migsion, among Which was the. pu\mvm of the Janu.ry inter.

et “I"'" the 'lenmurml I)onds, the (,aahler h.ls returned to, hl)s post
i th? ;puk, mu”! in (IﬂVIsll]g 'nul e;ecuun" sut‘h furlhc,r measures,
_ a;i nv‘he nacgssary fo IhB complule f-storutmn ol ns credn. .y
“Since the last annua[ meelmu of he bmcl’hu‘(i
mynt of[ the charter on tlw suquq of duhuquqm stock hds been
twice put in force. o
o Delmquent bhnr«s were adverhsed lo be sold on? hh of June
= Iast, when 144 shure-s were suld dl a prt»mlum oftwemy fve dollars
per share, . The wther’ sh«ueﬂ wlpc h,td been ndverllsed, wero {e-
. "deemed dofore the duy of gal .
Another sald was adv GIIISBE gor the 161}" of December, and ha-
- {ore_that day, all but one of thé Stm,kholdeLs had redeemed their ’
-hures! ltmvmg ...32 shares, dclmqueut whicly were. soid at pubhc
auction, for‘n preanam of twenty-nine dollars ' per sh.ne. " Bui it
having since, ;Appeared, that, thq sup had be q adveriised in only ope
. ng\VEpaperln lalldh.naqee, the, pu r}m:aer:s \ve been supplwd with
- shares prvkusly held, by the bunl(‘ ,md he dehnquon! slm.khnl(lers,

" (ure by | paym;., t‘helr arrears of inf.rest.
. Forpoeusogs unknowr to, lhu pueclors tlue, commuteb nppomted
by the Sio: kln()l(!erq. at their st anpia) ,n'eeuug' to ‘exaiiiny, and
mpurt the condumn nl tlw bank. thB Tallt‘d to_ ‘makie the lequned
. exdmlnuunu., The m-;mbg.rs of lhe commutee wt.re duly nouﬁed of
. thuir u|)puln-mun[
dn comk)lmucv with them_;-mcuon of the S(ockholders the’ B“dl‘d
of Divbciors bave ¢ontracted for 1he bulldmg of & tire piool bankmg

lng has 3 ‘iront of ‘33 h-ot, and i is Sl,fee( in eng:h _The bankivg
" room 18 28 by 30 feet i in the clqar-—-a Presidents: room {1 by 154

" feet 'in'the (k-.nv—and 8 vault Tor books and Rapers. ll& by 15%

feet i the cleyr,
The rooms will he ﬂoored with marble. By coutract, it must be
- eomplated by the 26th of next month + (March.) The contract piice
is $11.760 ; butns the bauk had tu furnish granite, for steps, sills
and copiug, thu cost will be twe orthreo thousand dollais more.

'lmlmeum dunnur thep year pow cummPnLed to dlsclmroe every habnl- .

els. the amend- )

apprlsed by the Dlreclp{s, of nq-uher nppurtuuny of ayoidng forfei~ 5

~ hogse, on the sme_Jot with the, present baakin Iumse. The buld.”

PN
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i . R | ﬂnd lﬂ HPH ) e
fith . Melween d m.;;;hfl;;-'-'--?ﬂ“h.?; building were djrected by ‘a compromjse -
T I, - diti e 1 P'n""]§|'|m00('_t lé' 'Dl"r otiites 'and’ Lcomy }__e S
qhe 4. lition"shall Ug ‘made 1o it, the board' my reetars; and dotil some dd-
1' ! PO "ﬂ"'l"'}: ﬂl;-;i,i):‘ln’kiili:)roﬂlﬁ.'i}"' Beal e lJIlm?llcmm"ue lOuS? !!‘e.br_‘?seﬂl‘:"
RN . 1he Board of il'eclnr;l- TR IR PN b
1 4o oor€ O Directors hve resolve N P
:J!"fj i Ssopf b soniud praciicb, ved o close the sgéncy i St/
1y [ S s L0g onrd’ of "Dir o 'g O TP S !
t'}"‘! i the divine injincho 'e(}‘it.f"v.“h"ve. been wiforined that, unmindful of*
ol et v o' unto you ",’do ;'vé’.:at"'" ‘,“"halsoev'er you would that men shoulo‘
bl {'! {; S fdeinaof ‘jl"féuzn'(:n'r‘ vl‘:.", 80 to them,” specie is demanded in sulisu‘
g. u” %31 A bavk; and eVPn-'B a’ . Pe.r.'?""’.‘ }yhp‘ure' themselves indebted to th .
Ll b 7 jhdgments, ] by -parties "iguinst ' whom the' buiik™ has' unsiti 18
Lol BN tdements,  These parties'say 1o 1he ba uiik™ has unsatisfied’ .
i 41 and'V'wi : e p s sny to‘the bipk, ** hay : ; A
l"ll [' . aud d will pay theo all;" whilo théy take :l‘lé.ir “l(;lvl:' patience with me,
l’;., i T ment .elf:l""'l:dh.?r —-h“" the pouud of flesh’; refusin oo b-y l.he '—.hm"""z -
Wl o Menty from Bum, that, which would pay’ thei 1§ 10 receive in pay.”
TL S B TR It i$ subwitted 1o the S‘Békh_"ldepdy' their own debt (o the bank 11
i tf i ooof D!fctlo;s_should not be lns’lrucleds‘! 938}"_ Wh:,lhe:- thp'new Board ™
{ i . of any debt due to the barnk’ 0" enforce immediate payment
N1 RUL " his debtor, and, lso ;‘,:0. 329(5; l}y A dp',ﬂrly thus ‘exar-iing specie ﬁ;':::r
e i against such creditar s ne e, Yudgment whict : v hold:
B R l’ll C L Ty :h:‘;f:(m-‘??l‘p;‘" suas to protect his debm:‘ ‘he,bdglk.!,l]a) hold”
e R . B ' - ol | Wil . . . N ¢ - ; ey
ke o Resolved, .%‘hat:r:hem(?g::i:g the followiny'resolation was'idopted :*
3 V) (S shall ‘bp ref-kred'ihe Sl)b'ect:’l’”;mm‘a{com-n""e" of four, to whom'
NSS! IR individuals; with the bar |J t" of the chsh stack amouut; of various.
i v 1{= - 77 si'nie, and hakar * banl; with-instructions to inspect ﬂl'ld i _' ,usi
S thoy shall not conent oy giereof“to the’ Board uf’ Direct o
G Gn e the Qb oo in the sqnoe, shall'refer the ‘tars, who,'if
] ’i. O Gitkholders i general meeting. to final quesitin theye.” |
:g:‘ f ; . viz: Rich CPPX'I:::: 'Jll:]: %“_'Elsng gentlemen on the Commiities,’. | 3
b ' : ’ S ry N 1) . . . . oL A LY .
Al e Brodon, Baqiires,' 10 v 7 wards, A. M. Gatlin, ‘and H. W.* .
XN ‘ ., 1he Comidittee met in the njonih” o i : s
b repont Auhiich il be 'tbml‘hq month”of March; last,, and”adopted'n’ '
1 f ! ii} T . awﬂ,-de'd!‘. l‘hdtn.”jhn :;‘ ‘g‘";dl {o llhlsld.h'li.‘etiﬂgl-i-“ ,rhev unﬂll;:f:::.sl;‘( . .
! vardedy that Joha G. Ganble shqild be'pad for hi ssly”
l s, ; .,‘ oo Gl-uc'k dundeliod by thé Béard of Dq e e Pﬂlq ﬂ.Jr .h_,ls shares of cush’ N
R SRR hf‘,lll dollars per. share o Directors the sum of twélve and a° - :
e . "This'report 'w: ] A T AP o
. 13 . ;. msreport wasacted'd ( ) _ . Rk
e i - 'sance of ‘the * Prowident mP_‘:E’,I!)y the " Board 'of Directors, in the ab
Lt tors being Pies““l'“—'(‘ol”.\ﬁv‘ & 30th December, 1840.—Nine D; ab-.
sttt o illiiess ot hig fmiiii)" :i’nd.D illiatns boing detained at' home bl‘relc.u
kit P Byavoteof b (0'4 N oct. Holland, having resioned; * y'the
i 3 - cimiten,  The matter s el o0 10 confim the award of ihg'
'- 1 ot N8 atiens thereldre rofe ack to the '
uf KJ ,o dors, puisuant to their Fefolutioh. ' - I'N}d back to the Stockhol- _
o ] ';]- e .ﬁfldlg,nem of “the liabilities of the'directors i £ e
1ELE N A I which is respctiilly subited, "+ T Sexed.
{ ; Loy e Vi . I Rt
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