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A me_rﬁoﬂal of the Governor ar” “epislative Coun-
- cil ef Floxida, before adoptec-ny the House of Rep-
" . resentatives, was again read, and referred to the com-
mittee on the State of the Terntmy

A bill to be entitled “An Act concerning Roxds,

Highways, and Ferries,” was again le'nl ordered

printed, and made the order of I‘uescLLy week.

. A Dill to be entitled “An Act to organize and reu-

ulate t_hc nulitia of the Territory of T lunda, :um to
repoal all former acts in relation to the sume.” wwas
agaim read, and ordered for to-morrow. ~

- M. Pelot moves that the 21st, 224, and 23d yules

be'rescinded so far as they relate to seeret session, or

clesed doors, which was read.

The ‘wu.do 1ecuv0d from his Excellency the ttov-'

Camor aoncssuge, which was luid on the table,
( )n_moi;xon, Lhe Senate adjowrned until to-morrow. -

R I _[ULbDAY January ’ath, 1842,
'l h(, Scnate met pursmmt to 'uhourmncnt

M. McLean gives notice that he will on some future day intro-

duee a-bill to bo ontitled “ An Act to amend an act to suppress the
‘issning or circulating of Change- bl“b and for olhel purposes,” ap-
pu)vul Feb. 11th, 1838

Mr. Drockenbrough offered the following resolution :

tesolved, ‘That the Committee on l‘nmucc be instrreted to re-

port a bill requiring the payment of all taxes, fins, aud other dues
t the Lenitoey, 1n specie, or such fands ns e roceivable by the
recoiving ollicers of the United States, or Anduor's waonans ouly,

Which was read. -

Mr. Brockenbrough offured the lullewing

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTLICNS

I coply to certain de meanids made wpan the Governor end Legisletive

Council, /ru tulerest suid -t be due uwpon certuir u’/h'a;‘m;,,
guaiantead by the Territory of Florida.

Wonreas the Congress of the United Btates, acting by amhontv
of the Constitution of We United States, the teath g lLl(‘h. of which

gives Congress “ power Lo dispose ol, .lml mahe all needtul rules . -
g

ol regulations respecting the tcmtory or other pxopclly bclon,.-
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- ing to the United States,” has passed laws from time to time, or-
- ganizing and censtituting the Territorial government of Florida, by
virtue of which laws only the people of Florida huve hitherto held”
and enjoyed a political existence and orpanized governmont ;—and . :
“whereas, by such organic aws a Legislative Council has been es- .~ © = &
tnbhshed the members of which are “elected by the people of Flor- - o
- da, with power to pass laws for the government ol the Territory, . T
extending 1o ¢ all rightful- subjects of legislation,” which laws are {
10 be of full force after their passago (and the sanction of the governor,
or the passage by a vote of two-thirds without his sanction,) unless
annulled by an act of Congress : -~
And whereas, the peopla of T‘loruh have expressly and tacitly,
_ uollcclwely and mdlwdually acquiosced. in and sanctioned such
" governmeni,—by voting for its-oflicers---by resorling to its tribunals
—b) relying upon its guarantees (or the protection of life and pro-
“perty—Dby general obedience to its 'mandates and the pumslunmn
“of those who violate its laws—and, lastly, by living and acting un-
_der its authority, without rcbellion, revolution, or lll(, ostall z\xlnmm
of any other form of govermment :
~And whereas, the suid Legislative Council, at the fnstunee prin-
+ cipally, of the people of Middle Florida, did in the year 1833 pass :
. an act entitled “ An_Act to incorporate the subscribers to the Unjon ; -
" " Bank of Florida,” by which act the Governor was required 1o sign, SR
seal and deliver to the said Union Bank of Flovida, (when eceortain e o=
onds and mortgages were oxecuted,) the bonds of thé ‘Lerritory, ’
first fur vne million, and subscquently for two swore millions of dol-
“lars, Tor the purpose of being sold to ruiss the eapital swek of ﬂu' '
l).ml;, which act was p\,nnlLL( A to pasy and heeamuo o oy, and wie
«duly publislied and carriod into full ¢lieet without remonstrance 1'r0m_ ~ _.
he people of Florida ox application to Congress to anuul the same Con
under. its reserved power, angd whicl uet has sinee been re-sane- ' :
Toned by amendinents passed in 1835, in 1836 and in 1839,—by.
- receiving and publishing the anuual statewments of said Bank, as
required by said act—Dby appointing committees to examing the af~
fairs of said Bauk wnder the authority of suid act—by the annual
. appointment of government directors, appointed hv virtue of s.ud
“uet—and by permitting said Bank to continue o ex COTROYL
functions and sue and be sued, as a body wlpomh., - r.az:hori-
ty of said et :
© And whereuas the said Legislative Couneil did, in the - S
‘pass an act entitlod ¢ An act to increase the capitui o co : Lo
- * Pensacola, and to amend the laws incorporating =aid Bani, :
] othor purposes,” principally at tho solicitation of the prople wink vepe
5 | - resentatives of - VWest Flovide, by which said et the said L.\uL m
© Pensacola was authorized to subseribe for certain l..ulmv Co
and o enable it s0 o do, to make its bonds for Nve bt
sand dollars payable to the Territory of IMlosi
bond:,, whcu saua'md of the snbsulpuon for sl
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B . of “the Liaver theraof, under the seal of the Tervitory, which said
“act was hkewise passed “into a law, published, and carried into ef~.

-act- of amendment in 1838, and-by the other modes by which the
“charter of said Union Bank has been sanctioned :

Life Insurance and Trust Company,” by which .said ace the said .~ -
) pany,” by

- be 1o endorse thergon “ Endorsed by the Tervitory of Florida,” and
- sign his name and title of oflice thereto, and retury the swae to said -
‘company ; and the faith of the said ‘Territory was therehy pledged -

- tificates, agcording to the tenor and effect of the sme; the amount:

-lished, and acted-upon without remonstrance or petition :
to annul the same, and was dgain sanctioned by amendment {n 1837

“ 10 raiso funds in aid of ‘any carporation, wha ¢,

e ey

fect without remounstrance by the, people of Florida, or application
1o Congress to annul the same, and was further sanctioned by an

And whereas the said Legislative Council did, in 1835, princi-
pally at the solicitation of the pesple and representatives frow FEast
Lloride, pass an act-entitled % An act to incorporate the Southern

> 1 ; 1

Company wasg authorized to.issue certificates of one thonsand
dollars, hearing not more than six. per cent. iutevest, redecmable
within the range and limit of the charter, at such times as the Gov-
ernor and Company night agrec wpon, and present the same 10 the
Governer or acting Governor of this "Cerritory, wlhose daty it should

as secnrity for said company, for the faithiul payment of such cer-.

of which certificates was ouly limited by 1he amount of Jebts inder o

mortgage to the company at the time of ‘makiug applicurion, to be

seeured after the mode and in conformity to the manner pointed

out in the sixth section of said act: . o
And whereas' said act wis permitted to pass Into » i, Lo 'pube

e
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and 1838, and by the other modes entioned with regard 1o the , -
Hnion Bank of I7lorida ; and certnin certificates have been endor- .~ v
sed and sold under suid acts last mentioned : . T

And whereas the Legislative Council, in 1833, passed an act-™ -~ - .
entitled “ An act to call u convention for the purpose of organizing
a State Government,” and said Convention, elected under said law,
met in cunformity thereto, at the place and day appeinted, and did
frame “ u constitution ox form of government for the people of Fla-
rids,” in which ivis declared that © the' General Assembly (inder 1§
thut Constitetion) shall not pledpy the faith wud dy o the st |

’ fiatis fur- . 3

ther doclared, that “tho General Assembly s, w0 tts fhst session, )
havo power 1o vegulate, restrain and control all associstivns eluim-
ing-to cxereise corporate privileges in the state, so as @ yuard, pro- .
toet and sceure the interests of the poaple of thie state, wot clofating
cested vights, or Gmpuaiving the ebligation of. coniacts ©" and thys |

“ayain sanctioned, in another form, the obligations thew existing

And whereas said convention, assuming, as it woll might, though
rlected for aspeeifie purpose, to speak thie seatiments of the penple
of Florida upon important questions of general interest, expressly
refused to pass vanons resolutions and propositions introdeced, de-
wlaring the bonds and guarantees before issued, ur that might ho

.
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- issued, null and void, or_to repudiate the same,—but, on u'sg contra-
tv, pussed a certain preamble and resolution Ly which the attention’
of Congress was requested, and its aid invoked, * in the passage of

2 Iaw to remedy, us far as practicable, the evils that had already

vesulied from the improvident and injudicious acts of the Verritovial

T,ocislature, and to. prevent the disastrous consequences which it

was apprehbonded wight ensne from the same €ause; and (stuied)

that whilsi that Coioention would deprecate any course ealeulaled 1o

ipudr L abligation of econtracts, or, to weaken the eredil o wfjuci’
guriously the vharacter awd honer of the people of Flovidea, they gt
respectiully insisted that that Honovable body (Congress) would .
ruke such wction upon this subject by altering, repealing, or amend- ,

ing the charters that had been granted, or by so modifying the same,
as would proteet the people from {urther injary, maintain their rights
4z n free people, und preserve their just interests and privileges’—

“yhus agaie sanctioning, in the name of the people oft TFlorida, the =’

inviolubility of the fuith pledged, and tho obii: won of the contracts.

made :- - . .
~cAnd whereas the said acts have thas i.od thie sanetion of the:
puoplg' of Ilorida, by their l'elsl'(as_«.:xrlaxlivf. i -._:-.w-rf form tn which
they could aut, awel sl sanction of the CGoverniment ol Vlovida ex--
isting de facto,and the only one which cver has ¢laimed to exist, or

. yet exists, and the same being also the government de jure, existing,

of vight by the Counstitution—the acts QI‘Cungress,——':md the acqueies- - -
 cence of the people througl all ime passed, and an ordinance passed -

.. by their Convention in which the authority of the same Is acknow-

C oo ledged, and its luws continued in force until repeated or altered by

1the Clencral Assembly of the State ; and inasmuch as nations are
Leld bound for acts of aggression or spoliation committed by any’
government exisling. de fucto, however tyrannical or arbitrary such
yovernment may he, ox Lowover odious or unjust may be tho usurpa
#ion by which such government exists, or however mucl oppusced
e nation may have been to snch government, ov its acts of es-
sion and spoliation ; und inasmuch as the obligations ‘of pedple
actie by thete own representalives, in @ governent aeguicseed in
by them, jfor-the loan of money i expeattod apiony e, hows-
ever ijudn 1ously, SCem 10 Present w i pirher moval claim. 1t
“appeats Lo the mewbers of the preseut \egislative Couneil, that

T propet lespect for themselves, misd adue re wl for the character of
dieir eoustituents—thie imperative oblig siem of comnon hovesty—
“he inviolable sacredness in which the ik and honer of a frec peo-
e nliould be Leld—tho Blighting ollects of infumy, and the scorn of

aankind, npon the h.npes andd destinies of a youny Hepnblic, alikere-
auive that howevor Himited way be their preseit resouress ey should
pot undenake o deelare null, abligations 50 rcpentx‘:({'v_\_“ sanctioned ;
sepecially when it is considered that those obligations depend only
wpont Tonoy, and cannot be enlorced by law, and that the mouey bor-
conersd his been wsed and expemded mong et awn people, and te
e extunt Jost or s el by e T Dlessness or incapaeity of

jii}




‘ our ows. agents,—and when i{ is remembered that the incapsciiy «f
~this government 1o bind the people, wis vuwhispered in the Conc s
_'as long as money could be obtatned by the pledge,~and it wa
held omnipotent to borrow,—and the doctrine that it was power

10 pay, (though .still held c.Lptmlo to repudiate 1n the name of thy

people) was only heard in indistinet murmurs when the golden
strean first ceused to flow, and hasonly inereased to @ voice of thon-

*dernow since payment is dun'mdcd 5 and vt the foree and aetherity.

~ of adeclaration made by thefepresentatives of the savae people, acilug
under the samne organie Jaws and form of government, to v wuel
ubligations, is more than questionable, Liowever polent it aay bein
b]mmc and mischiel; and it may be apprehended thas the oo
nion of wankind aud our sister States mioht still compel vs 1o
.the burthen of the debt, as well as the Lamiliation of reprdiali
And whercas the pussage ¢ the Acts in question was a o
sabuse of power, in every aspect unwise and unstatesinan-like.
" in results ynfortnate and disastrous, innsmueh as it gaverto o
and their stockholders monstrous and dangerous privi
created more bauk, capital than was, or ever wi
the most prosperous times ; as it caused o vast ene :
10 be issucd (into few hands aud on long eredits)) hey uml v
of wholesome trade, "which was natumlly squandered o wiid
- wravagance, or sunk in vislonary speculation ; as it violuted
principle of sound hanking by requiring more movey to be foam
on real estale upon long . cradits, than ever could be done with safe-
ty and continue spoeie paymonts ;s it enibied o -\mml oy
acenmnulate vast possessions'of unproductive prop.
up-at extravagant prices, thereby veturding the v e
try, and sending the small pl.mtua and the he ml\ HIEIITHES lnn 0oy
doors tu seck cheaper funds' elsewhere ; ;oand as i produced asys-
teim of wasteful extravagance and: vicious lubits, corrapiing ihe
© tastes and morals of the people, and utterly at war with steady
. economy and wholesome industry; )
Tt was ihe duty of Congress, by its prudent cave and proicetive
power, to have saved us llom lh(, evil eflects of the Dling, p.mml
amd Jmpjondont acts of our deluded or intercsted representarives,
then acting e ¢ ~ingle House, and, therefore, move linhle 1o the
errors anising {roi Llu, arts of dL stgning nnn‘ ur hae Bt
And dh.hl)ll“h we by no means ;
to sl those acts ou ’-ht i
the United States, y :
ble claim'to such « » Uongress m.x) ]mh()n.\h ¥ peve when ealled
upon by us for aid in the Lonest discharge of vur obligutions.
A whereas the said banks have been grossly e
live violated their charters—have permitted the S isith to ba
violated, and placed in jeopardy much of the fined wd sovvel s
vided 10 save us harmmless; and have fuiled o fumish ¢ soue s eur-
reney, but on the contrary, by their long siepengion ol payments
wud the exceysive depreciation of their money, have proalized de
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encrgies of industry, an:t poisoned gvery arlery i trude, enivnei,.y
“the evils arising from other. causes, and fromn those which their -

former lavish liberality produced and fostered : ]
- And whereas, these evils and the misfortunes incident to the

Ny long protracted Imdian war, and the vast bodies of laud held up by

speculators, by reservations and by Spanish grantees, have pre-
vented the imumipration of new capital and industry into Tlovida ;

and the general prosiration of credit incident to the times has pro--

duced distrust and put in motion tire crushing engines of the law,
pulverizing ideal wealth and grinding the substance from our peo-

" ple, chielly 10 pay debts abroad, insomuch that it is difficalt to meet

by taxation, the trivial expenses of our ‘Lertorial* governmens,

and wtierly impossible 10 lay new burthons upon a country so

prostrated by misfortune, whilst its vituls are torn hy war, and it is
already blecding at every pore : ° :

: And whereas, the genial nature of onr climate and the genarons
. character of our soil, together with the native industry and energy

of our people, when deprived of wnusnal and tnnatural resources,

give us reason to hope and belicve that the san yet shining above . -
“the clouds which lower over us, will again shine on us, when the
‘war terminates and when the erisis in our money aflairs shall have
* passed, and the change and’ division of properly and the influx of

population and capital incident thereto shall have followed thoso

o ovents, and when the explosion of credit shall have brought our

people back from gewgaw finery and idfo specutations, 1o the sub-
stantial comlorts produced by ndustry und cromamy 3ot s hen,
wmidst the blessings of peace and ahindunae of Preapering oo
light taxation will ensble ws 1o puy the imoresn el svadiiliy sing,
the pringipal of all the abligations which they will wver, probably,
be called upon 1 pay, alier exhausting the securitios of the banks :

And whereas, it is our imperative duty to° protect the peeple of
Florida and the. honest holders of their obligations {rom loss, by
all lawful means,~—and it is hoped and belicved that o vory lurge

amount of the obligations for which the Territory is liable. is abun-
, =) ~ :

dantly secured, abliough now in jeopardy, and unavailable 1o meot

© present payments, hy the mismanagement of the banks —

Be it therefore resoloed—First. "Fhar the honds hitherto issued
-and the gaaranteos given.to the banks of Flurida, are binding upai
the people of Florida, in the hands of all lawiul holders; b that,
in the present sitmation of the country, it is impossible for (.o gov-
ermuent of lorida to meet thise obligations . by taxatios or any
other means in our power.

Resoloed—Secondly.  That holders of all such obligations are
advised o take active measures agniust said banks and their stock-
liolders when tiable ; to obtain sceurity or payment, and that 3t is
the duty of the Legislutivo Council 1o render them all possible aid,

Resoﬁwzl—-f['Iu'rclly. That s o wittes be appointed with ip--

structions 10 report a bill t 550 for the protection sud preser-

— .,
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vation of ‘the securities given for the benefit of the Territory and -
the bondholders, so as best to secure the interests of both from loss _
by mismanagement or fraud. : o

Rea-olvcd——l"ourtlzly. $hat it will be the duty of the legislative

-power of Florida, under whatever form of government we may then

1

. ritory, Mr. Edivardsin the Chair.  After son:.- -

be, to redeem the obligations of ‘this Territory, which shall remain.’
unpaid or unsecured by the securities and eficets of said hanks or
their stockhiolders, by taxation or such other means as may be un-
der the coutrol of such legislative power. B}
Resolved—Fifthly. 'Tliat the Governor be instructed to forward .
& copy of this Preamble and these Resolutions, as the response of

" the Legislative Council to the persons demanding payment of in- .

‘terest.

“* Which was rcad. -

On the question to print 100 copies, the yeas and nays were

E ;_callled by Messrs. English and Cooper, and were—-

Yeas—Ni. President, Messrs. Dupont, Edwards, Livingston,

“"McLean aud Walker—6.. - = .

N :Lys——Mésérs. Berthelot, Cooper, English and Pelot—4.

S0 the printing was ordered, and said resolutions, &e., made the

. order for Friday next.

- On motion of Mr. English it was ordered that the resolutions on
the same subject hitherto offered by Mr. Cooper, be printed on the
same papor with the said preamble and resclutions. _
M. Livingston, from the Conunittce an the State of the Territo-
1y, reported a memorial wud reselniions respeeting th jmprovement
of the harbour at the mouth of the Apaluchicela River, withow

. amendment. !

Also, a bill to be.entitled An Act for the reliel of Jesse Carter,
as amended. - R c ' '

Wlkich reports were concurred in. L '

. A Dill entitled An Act concerning Public Defanlters, was agiin
read, and copies ordered. , - .

The Senate went into Commmittee of the whole, Mr. English in '
the Chair, on a bill to organize and regulate the militia of the Ter-
ritory of Plorida, and to repeal.all formor aets in relation to the -
same.  Alter some tine the Comnmiltee rose wini woported progress, |
and asked leave to sit again, which was granted. ‘

The resolution of M, PPelot in relation to reseinding da ol §o
secrel sessions was again road, on its passage the yeas and nays
were called by Messrs. Pelot and Cooper, wnl were—- <
.. Yeag-—Messrs. Berthelot, Coopor, Luglisli »ud Pelot——d. -

Nuys—Mr, President, Messrs. Dupont, Fdwards, Livingston,
McLean and Walker—6. '

So tha resolution was lost. Cl

Tho Senate went into committee oi ihe whole on a bill to pra-
vent the future migration of free negroes and mulattoes to this Fap-

ase the commitiee
1054 nud reported said bill as amended.  Whicl: was received, and

13
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S The Senate wentinto committeo of the wholo, Me, M .con 2 the

“said amendments concurred in. * Said bill was mado the order for

Saturday. -

‘The Senate received from"fh»e' House of Representatives a pre-

dopredations, which was read. ,
Also, a resolution respecting a revision of the Laws, which 'was
read, and laid on the table. . . -
A memorial of the Governor and Legislative Council of Flo-
- rida was read, and adopted:. ; )
2. Abillto be entitled An Act for the relief of Jesse Carter, late
Tax Collector of Alachua County, was again read. .

amble and resolution in relation to the Commissioners on Indian

The Senate went into secret session on certain nominations of. -

‘his Excellency the Governor. - - .
On motion, the Senate adjourned unti} to-morrow.,

"

e .o Webyespay, January 26, 1542,
... 'The Senate met pursuant to adjoufnment, - :
~. Mr. Cooper offered the {ollawing.preamble and resolution :

States Army, while in Tlorida, won for Lim in o high degree the
‘confidence of the people of Floridn, and his with:drawal from Flo-
rida is groatly regreticd by them, and his veturn o this Territory,
In his proper command, would give generul ‘satisfaction—

v Be it therefore resolved, by the Seaute and House of Representa-

" “ives of the Lerrvitory of Floride, "Fhat the Llonorable tho Secretary of
- War be respectfully requested, if consistent wiili the pubdic nterest,
" and if agreeable to Col. Harney, to order that officer to this 'I'crrito-

~ . ry, and give him a command suitable to his rank ; and that a copy

~of this preamble and resolution be sent to the Delegate in Congress
* ‘lorthwith, and that he be requested to lay the same before the Seere-
tur}f-gr War. ' - -
‘Which was read. . 0 _
Mz. Dupont, from the Committec on Judiciary, reported a hill to be

-+ ontitled “ An Act to amend an act to provide for the collection of
- Rents,” approved Nov. 31st, 1828, amonded, whicl, TEPULT WAS Te-

ceived, and said bill ordered for to-day.
A resolution offered on yosterday, giviug eertain instructions to the

committee on finance, was again read and adopted,

‘Clanir, ou a bill to bo ontitled “ An Aet concerning Public 1

ers.” -After some time, the commities rose, and reported

A bill

. amended, which report was recoived ; and on the question of con-

curring in it, the yeas and nays were called by Mossts. Clooper and

Lnglish, and were— ,

ingston, M’Lean, Pelot, and Walker—8. . ‘
Nays—Mossrs. Cooper and English—2. .

Yeas—My, President, Messrs. Berthelot, Dupont, Edwards, Liv- -

NVnEnlms the conduct of Col. William S, Tarney, of the United

-
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