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-« other Corporatioas.
According to a resolution ado
ted i
nate-proceedefl to cast lots forpSens:tr:r(; ((])zll'ytsl PT%UOUS]}’, the Se
class, as required by the Constitution o
}'hc foll:;wmg was the result: .
st Class—Messrs. Berthelot
Pogter, li’irlcce'st, Walker and Wright—’—Bcemcr,
econd Class—Messrs. Bellan .
briid, Ha\ykins, Mays, Wall an(;y{V}]?ifBL-%mward’ Carter, Gaod:
o gc;r:r:mefa, consisting of Messrs. Wrigl'mt, Hawkins and W
€T, ppointed 1o report a resolution respecting sai g
sen pecting said classifica-

The Committee, throuzh i i
- ) zh th i
shc'ifi.l time, made the following :elz;ocr??"man Mr. Wright, after a
e commiltee appointed to re . i
fecin,Commities app port a resolution expressive of th
following, enate upon the allotment of Senators, report 'lhz
Whereas, the members
> t nbers of the Senate have b
l\‘fist(l)]h:;:gnétihls day divided by lot into two classﬁeesn,irrl,l;r(il:]c';‘;:lt nes
o tho 6L s'It‘a}(I:uon of the 41h Article of the Constitution lhero?nce
bropasoloed, at Messrs, Bellamy, Bell, Broward Car,ter éorg‘
bre: y;ars .valnnds,thl\;ltal)\rds, \VallBanthhite, shall ho]d’lheir o!iiceocf)'o;
B Pri’est \ipat essts. Bert elot, Center, Haughton, McLe
your » Walker and Wright, shall hold their office for oilné
Which report was concurred i
( ed in and the resoluti
The Senate then adjourned until Monday, 10 o’lco][c])cakdnxtelt\]'f.

aqd second

Haughton, McLean,

Monpar, Jory 14, 1845,

The Senate met pursuant to adjour
present, the proceegings of Satur(Jic':ll;: I\T:r)gtl"e::lldanil o oved "€
Mr. Bellamy, from the Commitiee on Bank LA
following report : ks, &e., made the
The committee to which was i
Constitmifm, entitled * Banks and :)eli?;:ecdo:ggrn)l(if)lnls. 31'“050 of the
XVII. artlcle_, entitled “ Schedule and ordinance,” \’vit%n ha]so the
of the cominittee to which the last ariicle was ﬁrs:t ref lde e
sgl‘certam res_oluuons respecting the faith bonds and e and .al-
s:ued to certain baqking corporations by the GovernoriuZFaatcgf‘ o
;ét;‘:'g t(:)frflzzxtd&; in part fulﬁl_ment. of thg duty assigned the]r(:] beerc;
feave o) “;’)rm lelaccompa_nymg bill, entitled * 4 bill to be ent,itleZ'
Lo B,Z’uka e, r;:sl‘tr.qm and f:oz.zlrola cerlain associalion, called
. the Union Da zl of Florida, claiming to exercise corporate ‘z,arivilc—
S tate, so0 as to guard, protect and secure the interests of
the people of this State, and for other purposes.” e

h]ch documents were re]er]ed to the COlllmlttce on Bﬂnl\S (
W anc

-

“'he committee do not deem it necessary to make a lengthy re- Py
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,port explana
iains, or the
.to the moral

tory of this bill or defensiv
policy it is intended to ¢

or legal responsibility of t

e of the principles it main-

arry out.

The questions as

he State or People of Flori-

da for these faith bonds an

d guarantees, hav

e long since been defi-

The grounds on w

hich it is denied any

nitively settled in Florida.
such moral or legal liability exists, except t

hat existi

ng on the part

of the Stockholders of the corporations to whom the bonds and
guarantees Wwere issued, have heretofore been p]aced before the
world. The committee feel content to refer to. the report of the
Judiciary committee of the House of Representatives of the Ter-
ritorial Legislature of 1840, to the report of the committee on banks
of the same year, to the reports of the committees on corporations,

and the com

mittee on the Judiciary, an

d especially to the resolu-

House-of Repre-

tions it reported, and which were adopted by the

sentatives of the Territorial Legislature in 1842, and to-the other

resolutions adopted at differe
the Territorial Legislature; a

nt times by the different branches of

nd to the action of the Constitutional

Convention of the State in 1838—9 on this subject.
We are aware that the hounor and character of Florida has been

assailed, and it will be again

of “ Repudiation” attempted t¢ be cast upon us.

assailed——and the odious imputation
This is to be re-

gretted ; but when the facts and principles which constrain the peo-
ple of Florida to the course they have adopted are fully known—

when the ignora

nce whic

h allows such

imputzalion to be made is

It will decide that in our

dispelled, the world will do us justice.
courses we are but upholding the constitutional rights of the peo-

ple against usurped power, and attempted unjust spoliation. The
committee deem it not irrelevant to invoke the following extracts

from some of the reports abg

ve referred to in reply to the imputa-

.tion of our people dishonoring their plighted faith and repudiating

their obligations. They do
ples of our constituents.

but justice to the feelings and princi-

1n the report of the Judiciary committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives of 1840, itis said, E

«“But it }\as been urged

by some who cannot repel the force of the consider-
% ations which the committee have presented, that the question of the validity

«of these faith bonds and guarant
“«wiions of the banks with respect

ies, should remain untouched, t

ill the obliga-

to them are violated, and the government or

payment.

Great apparent alarm is ex-

«people of Florida are called upon for
.« pressed, least the reputatio

n and credit of the people sheuld be impaired,
h ']

'« their interests jeopardized, and their honor tarnished by a different coursé-—

"« Gome have been impelied as far by their zeal and anxi

ety on this account, as

_« to declare any attempt to es

tablish their invalidity, infamous. The commit-

« tee have not been deterred from what they conceive to be the performance of

« 5 solemn duty to the peo

«the holders of these bonds and g

ple of Florida,

and to those who may have ‘become

uaranties, and to the Government of the

« United States, by such denunciation.
« game dictates of honorable fecling and true honesty which would induce ar

On the contrary, they hold that the

. individual in socicty to withhold his name and credit from the porpetration’

N
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“of an imposition, should constrain the peopls of Florida to announce to tha
*world their truo relation and position in regard to this subject, at the earlist

“~.4period. At all hazards and at all sacrifices, they should not quietly lie by

*and tacitly permit obligations purporting to pledge their credit to be sold or
* pawned in the public markets, and not avow their rights and intentions.

“ No'! If infamy there be, it will rest upon those who, fearful of the decision

*of the people upon this point, are sedulous to conceal, from the purchasers
** of thesc bonds, the doubts which rest upon the imputed liabilities of the peo-
iple. It might even be contended, with great force, that continued silénce
**would impose a moral obligation upon the people of Florida to redeem such
 contested liabilities, even though'they might be originally invalid.”

Again,

‘“The people of Florida are not bound by the acts of any who may profess
*to be their agents, who are not in fact legally constituted 3s such. Assump-
“tion of their name and authorit » without their consent, creates no obligation
‘“upon them, either legal or moral ; and it is only by their silence, by their ac-
** quiescence in such usurped 2uthority—so eamestly pressed upon them as
“dictated by expedience and policy, and by a morbid and mistaken notion of
* honor—that such obligation can be incurred. This false notion of honor
‘““may be purchased al the price of real degredation ; and your committee do
*“not think the Legislature would be justified in withholding the expression of
‘ their opinion, when silence may involve our constituents and their poster-
“ ity in irredeemable dishonor and ruin.” -

‘The Committee on Corporations of the same House, in 1842,
says :—

*The Committee do not, on this occasion, deem it necessary to comment
* upon the effect of this heedlessness or disregard of the express stipulations
“of its Charter, manifested by the Bank, in its eagerness to-procure these
* bonds, raise money by the sale of them, and make loans to its stockholders,
“or upon the efect of the disposition of them under par, as above mentioned.
** Ifthe validity of the bonds, as binding the people of Florida, was acknow-
“ledged, these would be questions well worth considering.

“But the People of Florida have decided the qQuestion as to their liability
= for these bonds, upon other and broader principles and grounds. They have
* said emphatically, that the Territorial Government is not competent to bind
*“ them, or pledge ‘their faith, for the use and benefit of private Corporations.
* No people on the face of the earth would revolt with more indignation, at the
*‘ commission of an act, which would bring dishonor on their country, than
“those citizens of Florida who have decided these bonds to be nullities. 1f
“we were g sovereign State,—if the Constitution of such State authorized the
“ Legislature to make such pledge,—they would scorn its violation. The
* last vestige of their property would be cheerfully yielded upto redeem it, and
“preserve the reputation of their State unstained. But the case of thess
* faithbonds is widely different. With strict adherence to the nicest rules of
“ honor ; nay, with a_ humble, but firm and abiding confidence that they do
“not trangress those more immutable and sacred precepts of justice enjoined
*“by that Great Being, who punishes the sins of nation’s and of men ; have a
“large majority of this people resolved not to wear the manacles sought to be
“ridited upon them, upon their children, and theirchildren’s children. They
“deny that these faith bonds were made by their consent, or that the money
* obtained by the sale of them, was for their use. They have been created, by
**a government, not of the people, but placed over them, a mere temporary ar-
" rangemert by Congress, a police regulation only, a fugacious institute, threa
" removes below even the Legislature of a State, and \\'T)ich in chartering this
“ Bank, and issuing these bonds, has attempted to usurp two of the highest
" attributes of sovereign powor. Theso agents of federal authority, in the
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: it i ) I3
* gelection of but part of which to rule over us, tho citizens of Florida are per- ”

“mitted by Congress to havc a voice, have by this Ch:u'tcr.l ?t)_;lgl‘nh(::edliul;lﬁ
“ us subject to their unlimited taxation, and render our l’f)ls erl ytend o thi, o
*‘bondsmen.’ The question of * repudiation,’ (as those who 'colil ond joT the
*¢ validity of the bonds have sneeringly called 1't.,) ‘is forever d-!l” o i]'n}"oked
“tled in Florida upon these principles.’ No aid has, or \:il  pivoked,
‘ from other circumstances, or by a resort to technicalities or »cgrar;"fng e
**bles ; and the facts above mentioned are only ref_erred to, as exemﬁ i _)rc{uu“e. ,
¢ defects of the Charter, and the heedlessness of its conductors to the req |
““ ments of its lctter and its spirit.”

In the report of the Judiciary Committee of the House '6’f‘Rep>re~
sentatives of 1842, it is declared :

«“ entiment ropeated in varied expressions several times in the mes-
" sag:, (:}111: :ommitl.ee col;lcur most cordially and fully. Ttis the duty ol" h.oldmg
% sacred the public faith : of preserving thohonor and integrity of'a Gov cnt)mcl;n
‘“or people unsullied. He who would tarnish the reputation of hll: ;oun‘ryS y
“the denial or repudiation of her just liabilities, or who would seek for edl\crl est
‘“ and pretexts to evade or shufile oft'such liabilities is one of the basest and wors
i H a”

?!'i‘r}?:(()}r:).vemor seems to have entertained some ap;{rchenrs‘mn that the people
*¢ of Florida might violate these rules of National morality. They were don;! t1}111-
‘justice by the suspicion. It is true .thgy have resolved not to pay alll_v~0 le:
‘‘bondsor guarantees referred to, but it is denied that any of these rules apply
. i j iabiliti 1 11y bind-

‘It is asserted they are not rightful or just liabilities legally or morally
“ing upon the whole paoplel oi;]l‘:lori,da.

“ ly question involved is:’ .

“« 1'1;23 ?l:::%}'x;lvernor of Florida, or the Council, or boik, Il;f' power thus to bind
‘“the people of Florida; thus to plight their faith and honor?

After referring to important facts bearing on this question, the
report proceeds

“ Other facts could be referred to, redeeming the people of Flond? from th:,
“ jmputation, ignorantly or wantonly made, of being promgyted by ‘¢ wicked,
4 4¢ selfish,” * shameless,” “ dishonorable,” and * dishonest” motives to den._v
‘this power. And, that in so doing, they but fulfil the solemn duty of patri-
“ otic freemen, to preserve unimpaired, the rich legacy of political prl\'lleg'cs
“ they received from their fathers ; to protect their just rights from encroach-
‘“ment, and hand down these privileges andrights to posterity, as perfect as
* when entrusted to their keeping.”

And further,

“ se faith bonds and guarantees, so far forth as they are sought to be
o m;lt‘ll;ebi‘;ding on tke peopl% of Florida, are null aud void. They are yet held
“to be binding on the Corporators—those who obtained the proceeds of them.
** And it is the solemn duty of the Penple of [lorida, of the Legislature of Flo-
‘““rida, and of the officers, Federal and Territorial, to use their utmost eﬂ‘oyts to
¢ effect the sccurity and honest payment of all of them by those who do right-
*‘ eously owe them. Every principle of justice—every dictate of honesty de-
“mands it.” . ) L

‘* But the people of Florida never will—they hever can, keeping in view the -
* obligations they owe to themselves and to their posterity, rightfully consent
“ to have this spurious simulated faith—these odious usurpations imposed upon
“them and their descendants. They do not “ repudiate” or ¢ _dxsavow" any
“act of their own. They only rcfuse to sanction unjust and illegal acts of
“ others, in which they had no agency, but which are sought to be established
" ag their obligations.”

. U —
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w They repel the foul charge of ¢ disho Mg
- their rights, as u_nfoundcd and unjust. ! ’T‘?xre,y ]s':rf’&ltlﬁgéio :.?\en! o ass.erting
. ‘: 1ho's‘e who 'm:lkc it, and tell them the * dishonor,” and « shal‘;c:n’]’l)mf;tf?'n o
“ my rcsull'tl}n_g from the non-payment of the last dollar of these bo;u]:n d it
':‘]?éﬁ)csnn“tlhcju\sl:'l);) fall on lhdnsc who created, who used them whoa?mpgo“s.ma
. ch & ave s i imp .
e Peoplc,"P sers, and have sought and still seck to impose them upon
r’g]e %ommlltee deem the only duty yet unfulfilled by the People
oI (()]l‘l la, '1_n regard to lhesc' Banks and faith bonds, is to see tgat
:1ey ‘ c:_]usri‘lcchlo lh]cu‘ creditors, wind up their affairs, and cease
o0 exist. o have this done, the General A "ar
o ; ssembly are mor
nndk]egfxlly public Trustees for all parties. The Stat(}a’ Constitu:;](:z
?lglltlas it 'our duty to act, and to act this session. We should be
aithless to our trust and duty, if we ne ' :
ur uty, glected so to do. Asi
:'?ls]pects the Lmo(rl] B;nk, this duty is fulfilled by the passage of tsh]e[
iill now reported. It winds up the bank It depri 1
) ¢ ! . eprives 1t of t
'fliar;cl;:]st:rc;l;:):g}\mﬁ. It provides for the settlement of its aﬂ'ai?se
all parties—of the public, of the S ) .
stockholders and debtors of h P ouate, of ahe
$ the bank, of the credito
rs, bona fi
tgﬂg‘};o:iers_, alsl}vell ;IS olhel('ls, are all looked to, and lho,Commiltgz
ve no violation of vested rights has becn commi ‘
ieve mmitted
obligation of contracts has not been impaired. The cc;r;g?at‘i}c:ri
lt,:;x‘nen“ol"t)e atonce {olarllylal)olishcd ; nor till the bonds and mortgages
giv secure the faith bonds, are due, which i i 368,
Aut it is disrobed of its usur A TR S
; ped and abused powers and privile
;"Frt;':,ned to l}]e S];atc, and abrogated by the change of gor:rernmge?lst:
ey ever legally existed. Itis placed in a posilti ’
_ : position where, b
coursgof probity, prudence and econowmny, the reputation of ali cgna:
lccrne may yet be redecmed_, their interests preserved, and the
nor of the State saved from impeachment. The Committee ur.
{)os'c reporiing other bills, necessary as to other Territorial bol; 0-
ations, on to-morrow. All of which is respectiully submitted P
VGVILLIAM BELLAMY,
EO. CENTER C i
-.Committee.
W.H. WALL,

Which was received and read, and the bi i
, bill ther i
real | . T he ein mentioned,
pr:ilnteg? first time, and one hundred copies of both ofrdered to be
ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The bill to be entitled, A i
, An Act to organize the office of C -
troller of the State of Florida, made the special order for lo-‘c)ll:}',
C'{-"ﬂ}el usp on a second reading. v
e Senatc resolved into a Committee of the Whole id bi
Sen: > on said bil
l:ir. White in the chair, and aflter some time spent therein, rose alnlci
Pv%r_lgd the bill back with sundry amendments. '
v hli:;l re;‘)lort was concurred in.
~ Mr. Haughton moved to strike out the words “and ions,”
: . ro tions
in the 8th line of the 4th section of the bill. prosecutions
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Which motion prevailed.

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.

The resolution to go into the election of Judges and other oiti-
cers on Wodnesday next, came up on & third reading. .

Mr. Mays moved to lay the resolution on the table.

Which motion was lost.

The resolution was then read a third time and adopted. )

Engrassed bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the making
2n enumeration of the inhabitants of the Siate of Florida,

Was read a third time. .

On the passago of the bill the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bellamy, Broward, Carter, Cen:
ter, Goodbread, Haughton, Hawkins, Mays, McLean, Porter, Wal-
ker, Wall, White and Wright—15.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

The engrossed bill to be entitled, An Act 10 organize Courts of
Probate for the State of Florida,

Came up and was postponed until to-morrow. -

Mr. Well. from the Select Committee, to whom was referred 2
communication from the Secrctary of War, relative to the purchase
of land by the United States,

Reported a bill to be entitled, An Act supplementary to and ex-
tending the provisions of an act assenting to the purchase by the-
United States, and ceding to the same jurisdiction of certain Jands
on the Island of Key West for the purposes designated in said act.

Which was read the first time.

Engrossed bill to be entitled, A1
Courts of the State of Florida, came up.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were;

Y eas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bellamy, Bell, Broward, Haugh-
ton, Hawkins, Mays, McLean, Porter, Walker, Wall, White and
Wl’ighl—13. .

Nays—Messrs. Carter, Center and Goodbread—3.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

The bill to be entitled, An Act t0 provide for the registration of

the qualiﬁed voters of the State of Florida, 7
Came up, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed

for a third reading.
The House bill to be entitled, An Act to change the connty sitc

of Orange county,
Was read a second time and ordered for a third reading. &%
The bill to be entitled, An Act to establish a board of Commis-
gioners for the regulation of county business,
Came up on a second reading and was made the special order

for to-morrow.
The Senate adjourned until to-morrow g o'clock, A. M.

fe

) Act to organize the Circuit

-,




