- Johnson and Tabor—8.
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A bill to 'beentitled an aét amendatory to the several acts in-

gorporating the city of Apalachicold; ] -

. Mr. Floyd offered the followingas an amendment t6 said bill,
Viz: Amend the fourth section as follows: Provided that no-

Yhing in this section shall prevent the mayor and aldermen from

lévying a tax upon retailers of spirituous liquors, keepers of nine
. fﬁhd ten pin alleys, billiard _tables and public drays, within said

dorporation, which amendment was adopted and the bill as a.

- fnénded ordered 1o be engrossed for Monday.
Having gone through with the orders, on motion, the rule was

- waived, and the following bills introduced : :

* .’-.By.the President—pursuant to previous notice, a biil to be enti-

tled an act to amend an act entitled an act to authorize the sale of
Equities of Redemption to mortgaged property, and for other pur-
poses, approved December 23d, 1845 ;- also, , ,

. Without previous notice Mr. Fairbanks introduced the following
bill : \A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the executors of

" Nehemiah Brush, decéased. o

‘On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monc}ay, 11Ao"cyloék'.

Monpav, 28th December, 1846.

" The Senaie met pursuant to adjournment, and a querum being
- _present the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and ap-

proved. .-

"Mr. Fairbanks moved that the resolution offered by Mr. McI‘)ea‘n

" on Saturday last, directing the Secretary to returna bill en-

titled An act relating to Grand and Petit jurors, to the Printers of
the Senate, &c., be stricken from the Journal. . On the question of
adopting said motion the ayes and nays were called by Messrs.-

- Kelly and Lorimer, and were

-Yeas—Messrs.Bird,Bradley,Broward, Carter, Fai\r.banks, Floyd,

Millan, and White—6. ‘ _
So the motion was decided in the affirmative. _ .
_Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were presented,

viz. : : L o
By Mr. Carter, a bill o be entitled an act . to provide for the re.
establishment of the records of the county of Columbia, and for
other purposes, which was read the first time, and ordered to be
printed, also, : ‘ o e ‘
By Mr. Broward, a bill to be entitled an act to. provide for the

 Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Kelly, Lorimer, McLear_l,. Mc-

- sale of Seminary lands, -and fof other purposes: - which was read

the first time, and ordered to be printed. .
Mr. Kelly moved that the resolution stricken out this morning trom
the Journal of Saturday’s proceedings, which is notwithstanding
21
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an order of this House, the same not having been reconsidered, or
annulled be recorded in a book to be kept by the Secretary of the
Senate in which all proceedings ofa similar clraracter shall be re.
eorded.  Which motion was lost.

Pursuant 1o previous notice Mr. Broward introduced the f Hlow-
lng bill, viz: A bLill to be enttled an act to provide for the election
of electors of President and Vice President of the U. btates, which
was read the first time, and ordered to be printed.

M¢. Lorimer plesemed a memorial from certain citizens, prop.
erty bolders and 1ax payers, of the city of Tallahassee pxavmc that
the General Assembly would not restrict the corporalion in their
powsrs of taxation, and protesting against any action of the Legisla.
ture which would retard or d-feat the honest and- praiseworthy ob.
ject of the city authority, in paying the city debt, &c.: which was
read, and referred to ihe commiltee on Prope:mona and  Griev.
ances.

Mr. Falrhanks offered the fnllowmc resoTunon. .

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Florlda in General Assembly convened, Thal the Comp-

‘ troller of public accoums be and is hereby authorized to employ a.
i €levk in his office, When absolutely necessary for the prompt per.
formance of his duties ; Provided, that the sum so allowed shall
i not exceed twohundred dollars per annum.

f Which was read the first time, and ordered for to morrow.

Mr. rdlrndnks from lhe Judluarv commmee made the followmg
report : \

TheJudlclary committee to whom was referred the bill enmled
P an act to ‘establish and: regulate |)|lmage in the waters and harbors
of St. Lucie eounty ; and alsothe bill in relation to pilotage in-
Dade " county, report; that they have examined the same and-
recommend the _ following amendment :—to elnl\e out the 5the
section, and insert the foliewing:,
/ 8ec. 5 Beiifurther eriacied; That the boald of county commis-
b / sioners shall have péwer to-annul any license granted to pilots in-
cases ofincapacity,negligenge or incompetency, and if any person-
‘ whose license has been annuiled or who has tol been regu]dnly ap-
i pointed a pilot asabove directed, and shall actually pilot a-vessel or
! vessels into any of the harbours or waters of said county, for which:
a pilot has been appointed and received compensation for the-
same shall be ficed a sum oot exceedlng twenty-five dollars for
each and every offence recoverable as is by law provided for the’
recovery of other penalties, incurred for breach of penaliies in the
pame and for the benefil of said county., -
' In the 2nd section strike out « $1,000”” and insert « 500, -

Which was received, and the . bill ordered for to-morrow.

Mr. Lorimer from the commiitee on Corporauons presented*
the following report:-
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The Committee on Corporations to which was refcrred so much of the mes-
sage of his Excellency the Governor as relates to the condition of the Banking in-
stitutions which still continue in the exercise of many of their franchises, &c.,
and which contains various suggestions as to the proceedings proper to be taken

- on the subject, have had the same under consideration and beg leave respectful-

iy to
REPORT: -

Your committiee, for reasons which will appearin the sequel of this report,
and which will point out a clear, certain and efficacious remedy for all the evils
likely to result from the future operations of these Institutions, will not dismniss
the important guestion suggested in the message of his Excellency the Govern-
or, whether any Banking Institutons organized_ and instituted under the pre.ex-
isting Territorial Government “may, since the admission.of the State into the
confederacy, rightfully exercise the powers conferred without the express assent

- of the Liegislative Department of the Government?”

- Upon this very drlicate question his Excellency, with a cdmmendable_ cau-
tion, gives no decided opinion of h sown but stdtes it as “*a question seriously

- doubted by many ;" and he adds, as ane which “was not without its influence

with the last General Assembly, in their refusing to appoint Dircclors in behalf
of the State.” DBut he states the more decided opinion of the Attorney Gener-.
-al, (in his report to the Lsgislature,) that for certain imputed. violations of the
charters of each of these Ins itutions, *the State is absolved from all obligation

- to continue the franchises granted ; and may righifully resume them.” His

Excellency very properly rem rks that *‘the questions involved between the
State and these institutions are (in the opinion of the Executive) more properly
within the jurisdiction or the Judicial Deparfment of the Goveinment,”  Leav.
ing, then, to the Judicial Department of the Go-ernment fo weigh and decide
upon the opinion and reasons of the Attorney General whén a proper case arises
for its consideration, your committec will content itself with the discussion of
stch remedial legislative measures as may meet the emergency-..while they a.
void all violent and questionable measures of resort, and such as might needless-

- ly'intarfere with vested rights, and mischievously affect the property of citizens.

While itisadmitted, then, that the question of forfeited franchises belongs ex-
clusively to the Judicial department, so far as the question.affects the Institu-
tionsand the State, your commiitee will add, that to the same department also

belongs questions between these institutions nnd their creditors.

By the 24th section of its charter, ene of these institutions, (the Union Bank,)

" is liable fo its failure to meet its liabilities in cash, torespond in large pecunia.

ry damages: and it is known that it bas been repeatedly mude subject to this

- penalty, so long 2s any considerable amount of - .ts notes or deposites remained

out the subject of such demands. Thevé.considerations would scem 1o relieve
the Legislature from the neccssity of taking any action in referénce to the past
transactior.s of these corporations..-and to suggest 1he propriety of such remedial
measures for the future, of such “regu’ation and control” as may (in the lan.

. guage of the constitution of our State) “‘guard, protect and sccure the interest

of the peuple of the State, not viclating vested rights or impan 'y the obliga.
tions of contracts.” The last clausé contains all the authority confeired upon
the Legislature of the State in relation to “corporate privileges clained by as-
sociations” created by the térritorial government. And without dizcussing the
question whether that pewer, having been limited in its excreise to the first seg,
sion of the Legislaturc, has been lost by mon user, (an opinion which certainly
has influenced former Legislatures of this State,) it must be evident that the
power conferred was to ‘‘regulate, restrain and control,” and not to subvert,
nullify or destroy.  If any doubt could exist under the provision quoted, it would
be dispellcd by that part of the schedule or Bill of Rights which declares tliat
“nothing in this constitution shall impair the obligation of contracts, or violate
vesled rights, either of individuals or of associations claiming to exereise corpor.
ate privileges in the State.
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Reg_a.rding these provisions of our Constitution as of imperative sanction, thix:
commitiee would lim.t its recommendation to.measures, not of destruction, but
of ‘“‘regulation,” “resfraint” and “*control ;" and to the end pointed out by the:

same instrument, “so as to ‘guard, protect and secure the interest of the people
of the state.)” )

To apply these principles your committee will briefly advert to the state and.
condition of these institutions :. and first to the Union Bank. :

Looking to objects as they actually exist, this Institution is found invested
by law with all the corporate franchises of a Bank of Discount and Deposit,,
with a large capital, but from losses or- embarrassments. unable without det-
riment to the people of this state and to the public generally, to use or exer-.
cise any of the active and essential operations of such a Bank. To loan mon.
ey or discount paper it has neither means nor credit; and the want of this last
forbids its use as a Bank of Deposite. For years past its chartered rights in
these respects have been merely nominal and inoperative. That this has been.
the case for years the public have the a-surance of the Bank itself. in its fre.
quent reports to the Governmerit, and evidence unanswerable in the necessities
of its condition, which imperatively torbid all such banking- operations. Nei..
ther does the Bank profess the intention of ever again exercising: such privile-
ges. But in the opinion of your committee such a power under the circum..
stances of the case should not be left in the discretion of the Bank, - The law
here should authoritatively interfere, (if such power belong to the Legislature
of Florida,) and divest the Bank of a franchise or privilege so. susceptible of
abuse. It was a restraining power, such as was vested in the First General As.
sembly underthe state; and such as this General Assembly may exercise at Jeast
with the consent of the Institution. Sensible of the proprietv of such a restraint
the Union Bank (heretofore at a former session of the Legislature and againby a.
report to-the Executive at the present session,) submits to such a divestature.

of its former chartered privileges. Divest the Bank of these attributes and .

franchises and what wili remain ? Merely an Institution in a state of liquida-.
tior and final settlement; allowed its chartered existence solely with the view
of fulfilling its chartered duties, of collecting and paying out its assets, ot

redeeming its faith and that of the late Territory. Sueh an act as this com-
mitiee contemplates, grants nothing, imparts nothing—is solely a restraint and.
binds.or commits this Legislature to nothing. Why should any further action
be necessary ? No one contemplates a bare nullification of its present charter-
with no provision for-securing and distributing the propery and funds of the
Bank amongst those sntitled to it and in the order, proportion and due priority of
their claims! But it has been suggested that the charter of he Bank should
not only be nullified by the direct act of the Legislature, but its effects should
be divested from its present lrolders,(the Bank directors) and assigned to receivers
or trustees or commissivners. Forsucha course your ecommittee can see no expe-
dient reasons, while justice and a regard to the rights of property, seem absolutely
to forbid 1t. Indeed the failure of all former attempts in the Legislature to.
draft a law which presented even a feasible plan for such a difficult operation,

ought to deter from any such attempt in future. Not only has every scheme

heretofore Projected failed in this state to promise success, in securing the end-
desired by his Excel'ency the Governor; of making satisfactory provision for-
the collection and rightful application of the assets; but the actual experiments

made in other states through the agency of Receivers or Trustees, to wind up

similar Institutions have been attended with vast expense of time and money

and have produced needless litigation and difficulties. At present the organi..
zed agency of the Directory has been found most cheap, expeditious and effi
cacious and when certain unsettled quéstions of law which have heretofore re..
tarded their operations shall have been determined, rapid prograss will be made

in the liguidation and settlement of the concerns.

o \ From a report made by the Bank to the Executive to be submjited to this.

-
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. Geneml Assembly, we learn. that in spite' of these retardmg caubes the Banlk I

has, ‘been able since the lst of January 1842 to psy off ¥
-of its liabilities, : ) e o $880 000 -

-{nterest on the same, » 323, 94 \

<-$1,203, 945
It Lias also dehvered to the Governor of the state to be ‘cancelled Terrltorlal

Bonds to the amounit of - $207,000 l
‘Add to these Territorial Bonds deposited with the clerk of the late superior (
court of ‘Lieon county, to be cancelled when. certain mortgaged property is sold,
$59 000 ; and other territorial bonds held by the bank to secure stock amount-
-ing to $266 000. - These exhibit an amount of liabjlity. discharged sirice 1842,
- of $1,745,945:" Itis obvions that the settlement thus far made towards closmg
this eoneérn, could only have beeri made by a directory acting with full author- 1
ity under the éxisting charter ; ‘any other agents ot trustees otherwise constitu. Vv
ted; would have been unable to effect so much, and their employment would: |
have, peen attendéd with vast expense and liable t6-loss froin various causes. \3
‘A& this committeé, then, have discovered nothmg in the past conduci of ‘the
» diréctors of the Bank evincing a wantof zeal or. efficiency, in the sole task |
" which remains—2/%dz of winding-up the mstxtutmn-——they cannot but op-ose I
the substitution of a less’ responsible and moré costly agency to fulfil their duties.- g
‘Confining then'its intérference to the degree of restraint above . indicated, the ]
present General Assembly will have fulfilled its.dities, both to the institution,
“to thestate Govemment, and to the people of Florioa, and will obyiate and re.
move that “ source of both personal and politica: hiostility,” which his Excel
lency--the Governor, so justly deprecates, and will also effectuate the object
wlhich-he recomniénds, tthé ddvancement of .the pubhc good at- the least prac.
tlcable sacrifice of individual interest.” .

“With these views, and in relation to the Union Bank of Flonda,, the commlt.
tee beg leave’ wrth thrs report to submit a bill:

"JAMES H. T LORIMER Charrman
k So LIF’E INSUR.ANL‘E &, Tnusr Co P N tl'\
’ - _ Tallabassee, Dec. 14; 1846, %

‘Sir~Tn accordance with vonr wish, I ‘furnish some. partlculars of the crr. 1
ciimstances and condition 6f this ¢ company l

It is 2 matter of hotoriéty, that early in the year 1843, 2 proceedmg was ihsti-
tuted; resulting in an injunction and appeintment of Recervers After many |
de]ays not accounted for, tho proceedmg was dismissed, leaving - the company
minus a large amount fof costs' and expenses of. the proceed.lngs so instituted,
which' the assets had to pay't “to enablé the company to gain possession of the
balance remaining. ' In the face of these difficulties, the company. have retired. .-
of its aggregate indebtednéss since Jahuary 1843, $276,000. Two hundred and ‘
seventy six thousand dollats of prineipal. besides interest. They-have negotia.
tioni pending for the settlement and cancellation of $100 000, besides its- ordma-_ )
1y collections. - ’ !\

This company has' ‘also suit perldmg in the chancery court of New: York for. g i
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the récovery of thé remaining outstanding certificates guarantled by the Grov- \— ” '

ernor, 233 in number, 167 having beeni previously cancelled.’ This suit wak I
orrgmally commenced by the proper’ rcRresentatlve of the. company, but dis- ;
missed on the appoiritment of Receivers, whose names wefe then inserted, and It
on their dismissal andther failure: followed for want of ‘the proper parties, cori. i
-pelling the company to begin a third,time, which suit is now. pending. .

It 15 believed that thé defendants in thiy were thereal parties for whose’ bcne- . P
fit the injunction before alludgd th was obtamed, the inference is ‘derived:from - "
this fact, the parties plamiff to the record were creditors#in-a’ surn less than
three thousand dollars, upon whose application the. couit, for reasons. not yet -
made known, en_]omed and ned up for near three years, $1 500,000 assets.

i
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Thls company would deeply re-'rret any action of the Leglslature tending 1y
" embarrass in its prcsent efforts to obtam these outstandmg certificates, as we]l
as some of its assets for Which guits are also pendihg ; any new nbetacles may
render further efforts totarly unavarhug and place the company bcyond a rem.
edy.

1t may not be ont of place to state, that over one hundred and thirty origi.
nal stockhslders, mostly residing out of the. Stute, paidin to this company over
" five hundred thousarid dollars in cash, who are not indebied one dollar fo the
‘company, aiid- have only recelved thel.r dividends, when the bank was pying .
them. .-
" 'This cnprtal w1th the subsequent mcreasc ' has been luaned to individuals in
thé State; a large number of whom, for causes'in- no manner connected with
the bank, re unable to pay cither pringipal or intérest, even at the present de.
préciation of 'its paper; others, from the low price, of the sta le, have required
mdulgence, which has béen.extended, with -favorable. results. Phe general
cladior against banks heretofore, has ténded to a laxity in the disposition of deb.
tors to pay, most partienlarly so while their abili y was linited; but reflection
hds brought a more- _]ust apprecmtlon of their. obllgatruns to ba.nks, as wcll as
mdrvxdualq
- Ity not dobfed, by:the trustees, tha,t they will, in as short a tlme as 1§ prac.,
ticable, in view of the intergsts of hoth creditor, and debtor, have ¢angelled all
their obllgatlons in the manner now adopted, to the satisfaciion of both; nor
have they any doubt-of- their abiity fo compel the sun‘Endf,r of the guar anteed o
certificates, for which ‘suitis now pending.

Any further information will be cheerfully fu.rnwhed thatyour commlttee tiay.
desrre ' © Tamj vuy respectful]y. -

; - ROBERT LYON Cashier.’

-P. 8. —I wrll add for fhe farther mformatron of your commrttec that mort,
gagés are held by.the Eixécutive to meet any claxm that may arise from the
guaranteed certlﬁcates now out . .

Kl

‘Which was recerved ‘and 5()0 romes ofthe repnrl, and 7.) copies
of the. bill+&ported o dered 1o e printed. ;

-My. Fairbanks from the Judiciary - conimittee repnr!ed the fol-
Towing bill, viz: . A billito be emitled Au’act to aulhr rize Bliza A.
Crews and J M Crews.administraiors of Fames ‘Niblack- deceas-
éd to sell cer|a|n real eslale,_“hlch \Vas redd lhe ﬁrst time, and or-
deréd for 16 motrow. © -

Mr. Flnvd was o4 mouon excused flom setving on lhe commll
tee on Elections:

Mr. Bnoward from lhe commmee on elecuons made the follow~
ing repmt ) e
~ -The commlttee of the Senatc on Electxons, to whrch was referred the contes.

ted election bétween Danicl ‘G: McLean, the sitting ‘member, of the Senate,
contestant, and John Ghent, rontestor—bolh from ihe countyof Walton , compri-
sing the third Senatorial DHtl'lCt «of this State : “and Jyour committee, alter ex-
amining all the ducumcn!s and papers refeérred to them in relation to eald elec-
tion, and having given that subjeet the care and attention which to them ap-
peared necessury_to arrive as far as possible to the facts in felation to that mat:
ter, and how far the laws on the sabjeét of élections was comphed with in con-
ductmg the same, in said Drsluct have:thé honor to

"REPORT: ~

- That the ﬁrst question which was presented to the consideration of vour com.,
mitttee was a protest (bya letter to the Judge of Probate) by the said Daniel G.,
Mc Lean, contestant, protnstmg against any testimony belng taken by sdeoh}l

»
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Ghent gontestor, on the ground that said Ghent had not sefved the lawful no-
iice 61 Hum, the said contestant. In the absence of any testlmony before your
toramittée to show that such notice was served by the said John Ghent on
the said Daniel G. McLean, thefe would -have been no difficulty for your~com-
'mxttec to decide, had not the said Daniel-G:McLean appointed, (as appears

i by the testimoniy.taken) counsel to appesr in his behalf before the ' Judge of Pro-

bate, in taling teshmony in his behali'; and the said counsel in behalf-of the’

_said McLiean, cross interrogatinig the witnesses introddced by the said Ghent

before sard court—and tltereby joining issue with him, the said contestor, in ta.
king testmony and availing himself of the same advantages as if_ such notice
had been served on him ;. and your committee -are not aware, if thére “wag
no nolice served on thie contestdnt, as allegéd, why he, by his attorney, appéar-
ed hefore the Judge of Probates a.nd introduced witnessés on' his part and cross
examm .d the witnesses in behalf of the said John Ghent.

In ordinary cases such an issue would have; in our opinion, barred the plea of

. hot being suninioned to appéar ; But your committee, not feelmg disposed torisk |

any decision on their part that would tolerate _any transaction 1n this cése that

" was fiot done accordmg tothe laws in such cases made and pruvided, do decide

'ﬂll‘! point of the question in faver of the said Daniel G. McLean: there being

+* fin eviderice before us that notice was served on- the contestant m the ‘manner
: f,he aw directss.

... . The sccond point insi-led on by tho contestant i is, that the perhﬁcate of _the’
Judge of Probite is valid-and conclusive on this subject. - -On which point jour
-.gomuii' tee are of opinion that, to'sustain such a pusition each bradeh of the’

Legislature would be depnvcd of thic fight -of judging :the. -qualification of its’
_members. And to exeréine that right; guamnteed hy the constitution; it-neces. .
" sarily follows, that the iny# st;gatlon of every coritested elegtion must look behind’

the certificate of the Judjre of Probates, and 1nve=t1gate &h a- question on its’

- merits. The decision of the Judge of Probates is only‘thé n‘ enor trlbunal—

and an appeal lies to the legislaturé to decide.

“T'he third point under consideration of ‘yotir committet-is the dllegatlon of

. hoth parties, whieh is, that at the election held in the county and district afore:
_#aid, that there were illegal votes taken—and that theére wefo illegal roturns of
“-eldction made out and sent to the Judge of Probates. Allof . which your com.”

. fhittee, on examindtion of the retutns, find the assertlon o be trie’; 5 and. in the’

‘pinion of a majority of. your eomunittee, thatineither tlie comtestant of contestor.

:4re; according to the. laws of this State, lawfuliy_elected toa seat ift the presené*
.sessmn of the General Assembly.of the State of Florida.

_All of which is repectfully submitied, anh yout. commlttee ask to be dlschar.’

. ged from further consideratior on this sub_]ect
. JOHN BROWARD Chmrman:‘
s : . A G. JOHNSON: o

Which was read v
Mr. Whiie offered the f'ollowmtr repont e

The committee on propositions and grieviinces i3 whoih Was rcferred a. pre-'

‘gmble and résolutiow 1n relation to the claims for military supplies sold to Rob.-

. ért Armttrong, assistant quaftermaster, kave had thé same under: consideration .
., -and ask leave to report the same back to the Senate without améndment, and’

ask tobe dlscharged from the furtlier consxderatlon of the subject..
- . THOMAS M. WHITE, Ch'mn.

Which was received, and the bill placed among the orders
Mr. Carter presenied the following report :

Theselect committee to whom was réfetred a petltmn praymg a division of

the county of Columbia, ask léave to REPORT: “That they have had ithe

subject under consideration, and return the petition to the Senate, atid-recom. :

riend that the prayet of. the petmoners be riot: grantcd and ask to bE dlscharged-l
tfom its furthier- consideration;” s

O
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. 'The commiittee deem it ulinecessary at this time to offet argument touching
the expediency of the question, from the fact that so small a number of signa.
tures acéompany the petition that they eannot regard it as an expression of the
JYiews of -a majority of the people of Colurrbia county. The ineasure sought
by the petitioners would cffect; préjudicially or favorably, the pecuniary, social,
and political rights and interests of every free inhabitant of mdture age within
the county, and should therefore receive legislative sanction only upon the ex-
Pressed assent of a majority of those interested. . -
Respectfally sﬁbmittet{ J. CARTER, Chm’n Select Committee. -
Which 'was receivéd, e C .

The sélect committee to whom was referred a bill entitled “ an Act to feg*u:
late the rublic printing for.the state of Florida,” have had the same undeg.
consideration, and report the same back to the Senate with sundry amendments
viz: Inthe sixth section strike out hetween the word Comptroller,” in the
sixth ling, and the word * and,” in the ainth line, **and the clerks of the cir-:
euit couts of this state, each with a copy, and one other copy for each of the
clerks of the General Assembly;” and in the 13th line, same section, strike out
the words * clerks as aforesaid,” and insert in licu thereof . ** clerk of the citenit |
courts;” and in the 5th line strike out the word * theteof,” bétweon the words
*‘member,” and ‘- with” and insert in lieu thereof, “of the (temeral Assembly.”

And also strike out the words court of Appeals” wherever it oceurs in said .
bill, and insert in lieu thereol,**supreme court.” S L

Which was received, and the bill and amendrents offsred pla:
ced among the orders. - ‘
“The following message was received from the House.
. House or RepRESENTATIVES, -
B - December 28[h,.1846.§
Hon. PrESIDENT of the Senate: o o

Sir—The following resolution has been adopted by the House;
viz.: . - . e

Resolved by the Senate, and House of Representatives, of the State
of Florida, in General Assembly convened,. That this General As=
sembly .do adjourn_“sin¢ dig” on Saturday the 20d January
1847. R ) ..

I'am also instructed to nolify the Senaté that the House will be
réeady on Wednesday next at 12 o’clock M.; to go into the election
of a soliciter for the Southern Judicial Circuit:
Respectfully your ob’t. gerv’t.
. 'M.D. PAPY, Clerk House of Representatives.

Which ‘was read—the notice of election dgreed 1o; and the res.
olution tead the first time, and ordered for to:morrow, also the
following : e - B
» ., House'or RepresentaTIVES, December. 28, 1846.
The Hon. President of the Senale: - . . ‘

Str,—The following resolution has been adopied by the "House,
viz.—Resolved - by ihe Senate and House of Representatives, That
no new bill shall be iatrodued into either House by any member,
after the 29th iastant.. ~ -~ - :

Respectfully, your obedient sérvant,
M. D. PAPY, ClI'k H, Rep.




' ‘Genilemen ‘of the Senate,

L sy

’Whlch way read, a4nd laid on the table. '

- Hid Evcellency the Govemor transmmed the foﬂoivmg mes-
*sages : j"

December 28, 1846

Gentlemc’n of The oenate,

" and House of Representatmes

' hereby ‘nominate ‘James H Stephens, as- Auctloueer for the
fcounty of Hamilton. e

1 have the hohor to:be, very Tespectfully, your ob’t serv’t,
.'D. MOSELEY.

Whlch as read, and lhe nommahon advxsed and consemed to,

'~also the followmg o
. Exzcotive DEPAKTMENT». -
A ~ December 28‘Lh',. 1846.°%

" and House bf Represeiitatives:

- I herewith nominate George G. Holt, as Auctloneer, in and for

the county ‘of Wakulla.

I have thé honot 1o be, very respectfully, yourob’t serv’t,
W: D. MOSELEY

Whlch was reaa and laxd oni the table, alid the following ¢
s : . Exicurive DepaRTHENT, §

' S .. December 28, 1846

Gentlemcn of the Senate,

~and- House of Representatwes

:

-

y I have approved the following act, to wit: ——An act to exempt
-._'.from the: ‘paymsunt of Gapitation tax, ceriaio persons thefein named

I have lhe honor 1o be, very respeclfully, your ob’t serv’t,
. D, MOSELEY

Whlch was read

The Senale took a recess untll 3 0 c]ock

30

3 (1) clock P. M

The fo]]owmg bills and 1esoluuons were recewed from the House
izt

Resolunon dlscharglng the fine lmposed on Franc1s M Der-— .

rance, at the last term of Marion Circuit Court,: also,
‘Resoluticn amhorlzmg the Governor (o allow all. accounts for

—_1he tram,portatlon of the laws, ]ournals, &c also, o

Resolution in' relation to the claim of Dr B. S. Scriven, for

medical services rendered to prisoners in Leon county ‘]a\.’l/]a also,

Preamble & resolations exémpting the eitizéhs of Si. Luci> coun.
ty from serving asjurors beyond the limits of said county, also,

. A bill to be entitled An'act to change the time of holding the
. 22

2

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 3 g .
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Cireuit Courts, fot the ¢ounty of Orange, which bills ahd resotus
tions were read the first time, and.ordered for to'morrow.

. The House returned a:Senate :bill’ entitled -An act - providing,
for- the " payment of Solicitors ifers, and designating the mode of
collecting the same, as passed’by ithe House without amendment:
also received from the House:’ . - ' .

~ ‘A bill to be entitled an-act to-«change the time of holding the
Cireuit-Courts in the county:of @range, which were read the first
time, the rule waived, read a-second time, and referred to the Judi-
ciary committee. . - : SRR : B

- . oo ORDERS:OF 'THE DAY. - L
A bill to be entitted An:actsto provide for the: sale of the lands
granted' to the State for the purpose -of intérnal improvement, was

read a second time. Mr./Carter offered the following amendment .

to the bill viz., strike out ifrom :the :3d section after the words
“to'wit” to_the word annually .in'the Bth line and insert the fol-
lowing as the terms of :sale:; ;one.fourth-of the purchase money to

be-paid in cash at the itime.of purchase and the balance thereof,

being secured by.the bondror:bonds .of :the purchaser, on a credit
of two, four; and six yea,r.s&inA‘equal.instalmems with interest atthe
rate of six per centum, from ithe :date of the purchase, payable
annually in' advance. - . :

W hich amendment was;lost.-

After which on motion;the Senate:resolved itself intoa commit.’

tee of the whole, Mr. McLean in-the chair on said bill, after some
time the committee rose, ‘reported the bill back to the Senate with
sundry amendments, and-asked to be discharged &c., which report
was received. Lo . ‘

Mr. Fairbanks offered as an amendment to the amendments
made in committee, as follows: Strike out “three’’ and insert 2 50,

strike out “two” and insert one dollar and fifty cents, and for one
dollar twenty five insert one dollar, which amendment was agreed
to, and the amendments made in the committee concurred in.

Mr. McLean offered the following as an additional section to the
bill, viz: - _

Be it further enacled, That nothing -contained in the provisions
of this act shall be so.construed as 1 invalidate the claim of any
person or persons who may hold said lands by right of pre—emption
under the laws of the United States at the time of the lecalion of
said lands, for the purposes of internal improvemeant.

_Which amendment was lost. = - _

Mr. Floyd offered the following as an additional section to the
bill, viz: ‘

Sec. 9 Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of this State shall |

and 1t is hereby made his duty to examine into the affairs of the
office, of the Register of publie lands of this State, and report to
the governor; and it is hereby made the duty of the-Register to

LT m‘
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make monthly reports to the (;overnor, of the lands" sold, to whom,
and - the amount of money on’ hand; and in case of hls failute
to thake such report for the space of five days, then and in' that
case he shall be removed by the Governor; which amendment
was lost, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for to-morrow,

A bill to be entitied an act to amend an act entitled an act . to
atthorize the sale of equities of redemption.to morigaged prop-
erty, and for other purposes, apploved 23d December, 1845, was
éad a second time. . On the question of engrossing the bill for
a third reading, the yeas and nays were called by Messrs. Floyd
and Mays, and were,

- Yeas—-Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Broward, Carter, Fairbanks,
Fiovd and Johnson—17.

Nays— Messrs Austin, Bradley, Kelly, Lorlmer, McLean, Me.
Millan, Tabor and White—9.

So the bill was lost. .

* On motion the Senate took a recess until quarter before7
oclock P. M. .

Quarter of seven o’clock, P. M.
A quorum being present, Mr. McLean moved to recorisider the
vote on the passage of a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the
“mode of appeal in criminal cases, wlich motion prevailed.
- A'committee from the House informed the Senate that they were
now ready to go into the election of a_ Register of public_lands;
\whereupon the Senate repaired to the Hall of the House of Repre-
sentatives, wher, by invitation, the President look the (‘halr, and
-, called the joint meeting to orde| .
[See minutes joint meeting of this date.]
" The Senate on returning to their Chamber, on motion adjourned

unhl to- morrow, 10 o ‘clock. .

Tuespay; December 29, 1846.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment, -and a quorum being
present on motion, the reading of Journal of yesterday s proceed-
iligs was dlspensed with.

-"On wotion, messrs. Fairbanks, Ke]ly and Carter were appointed
-a committee to inform the House that the Senate was-now feady to
_ go into the election of a Judge for the Southern District, which
committee informed the Senate that they had performed that-du-
ty. A committee from.ithe Housé informed ‘the Senate that that
body was now ready to go into the election of a Judge.

Mr. Floyd nominated Hon. G. W. McRea—Mvr. Bradley nomi.
nated B. M. Pierson—Mr. Kellv nominated Joseph B. Lancaster—

Mr. Tabor nominaied W, P, Duval: which nominations were sent

to the Houss.




