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SENATE JOURNAL.

Moxnpay, 22d November, 1847.

The Senate was called to order at one o’clock, P. M., by H.
Archer, Secretary of the last Senate ; and the roll being called, the
following Senators answered to their names, viz :—

From Alachua and Marion—Gabriel Priest.

From Jeflerson—John- M. Smith.

From Franklin—R. J. Floyd.

There not being a quorum present, the members present adjourn.
ad until to-morrow, 10 o’clock. -

Tuespay, 23d November, 1847.

The roll being called at 10 o’cloék, ‘pursuant to adjournment, the

following members answered to their names, viz :—

Messrs.” Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorri-
mer, McLean, McMillan, Moseley Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tha.
bor, Tracey, Walker and Watts, ' _ _

A quorum being present, on motion, Mr. Fairbanks was called to
the Chair. . -

The following members: produced certificates of their election, and
were sworn by Edward M., West, Justice of the Peace for Leon
County, viz ;~— i

Messrs. Avery, Floyd, Burritt, Brett, Watts, Tracey, Smith, San-
derson, Moseley. : ' -

On motion of Mr. McLean, the business of the session was opened
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Choice. ;

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of President.

Mr. McLean, of Walton, received thirteen votes ;

Mr. Burrrrrt, of Duval, received:four votes;

Whereupon Mr. McLea~ was declared duly. elected.

- Messrs. Floyd, Avery and Tabor, were appointed a Committee to
conduct the President elect to the Chair, which duty they performed,
and the President, on- taking the Chair, returned his acknowledg-
ments, in a short and appropriate address. _

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of Secretary ;

" When Mr. Chas. W. Downing was declared unanimously elected. -

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an Assistant Secre”
tary ; and, | ' k '
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Bilas W, Sanderson was unanimously elected Assistant Secretary
of the Senate.

The Senate next proceeded to the election of Enrolling and En.
grossing Clerk. The vote was as follows : )

A. H. Bush, 13
Blank, 3

Mr. Fairbanks was excused from voting.

Mr. Bush was declured duly elected. 5

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of Sergeant-at.
Arms;

Mr. W, W. Taylor was unanimously elected. .

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the elgction of Messenger.

A. G. McLean was unanimously elected,

The officers elected were severally sworn by the President, as the
Constitution requires.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the Rules of the last Senate were
adopted as the Rules of the present Session until other Rules be
adopted.

On motion of Me. Avery, a committee consisting of Messrs. Avery,
Sanderson, and Austin, was appointed to inform the House that the
Senate was organized and ready to proceed to business. ;

On motion, Messrs. Tabor, Burritt, and Fairbanks were appointed
a commillee, on the part of the Senate, to act with a similar com-
mittee from the House, to wait upon his Excellency the Governor, and
inform him that the two Houses were now organized and ready to
proceed to business.

Mr. Smith offered the following :

Resolved, That the Senate go into the election of Printer, at a com.
pensation to be fixed on afterwards. ’

Mr. Fairbanks offered the following amendment to the above reso-
lution :

Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate obtain sealed pro.
posals for doing the printing of this body at its present session—that
said proposals shall state—

1st, The price they will furnish 500 copies of the Journals per page,

and the additional price for daily slips.

2d, The Miscellaneous Printing of the Senate, such as Bills, Re.
ports, &c., counting 75 copies, per 100 words,

That such sealed proposals be opened by the President.

Which amendment was rejected.

Mr. Avery offered the following as an amendment to the original
resolution : ’r

Add the waords “ by the Senate” after the word afterwards.

On the question of the adoption of the amendment, the ayesand
noes were catled by Messrs, Fairbanks and Floyd, and were as fol.
lows: '

Ayrs—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lorri.
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Sunderson, Smith, Tracey, Walker, Watts
—13. :

-

5

Noes—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, and Tabor—A4.

q

So the am was adoy -

The resolution as amended was then adopted.

On motion the Senate then proceeded to the election of a Printer. .

S. S, Sibley and Smith & Bartlett were nominated. The vote
was as follows : 8

For 8. S. Sibley-——MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett,
Burritt, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, I'racey,
Walker, Watts—13. )

For Smith & Bartlett—Mesers. Fairbanks and Tabor—2.

Blank, Mr. Smith.

Mr. Floyd was excused from voting.

Mr. S. 8. Sibley was declared duly- elected Printer to the present
£ession, ’

Mr. Fairbanks offered the following :

Resolved, ‘That the compensation of the Printer of the Senate be
now determined. :

Which was adopted.

Mr. Fairbanks offered the following :

Resolved, That the Printing of the Senate, during its present ses.
sion, be executed by S. 8. Sibley upon the following terms, to wit :

‘That he furnish 500 copies of the Journals of the Senate: at $2
per page, counting one copy; and daily slips of the proceedings at
25 cents per page of 550 words. That-he shall execute the miscel-
laneous printing of the Senate, such as bills, reports, &c.; at 4 cent
per 100 words, counting 75 copies. .

Which was adopted.

Mr, Fairbanks moved that the Secretary of the Senate be author-
ized to purchase stationery for the Scnate, not to exceed the sum of
filty dollars.

Mr. Lorrimer moved to amerd the ahove resolution by striking
out the words * not to exceed the sum of fifty dollars.”

Which amendment was lost.

Mr. Avery moved to amend by striking out the words “ fifty dollars,”
and inserting * twenty dollars.”

Which amendment was lost.

Mr. Lorrimer moved to amend by striking out the word “ filty,” and
inserting *“ten.”

Which amendment was lost.

‘T'he vote being taken on the original resolution, it was lost.
< On motion of Mr. Avery, it was ! A

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate -be authorized to fur.
nish stationery to the Senate, in an,amount not to exceed twenty dol.
Jars, :

Which was adopted.
Mr. Tabor moved to adjourn until to.morrow, at 10 o'clock, A. M,
Which motion-was lost.
On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the Scnate adjourned until 3 o’clock,.
.M.
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8 o'cLock, P. M,

Mr. Fairbanks gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask
leave to introduce the following bills, viz :

A bill so altering the Constitution of this State as to make the ses.
$ions of the General Assembly biennial instead of annual.

Alsoa bill soamending the Constitution of this State as to extend
to all free white inhabitants, being citizens of the United States, who
shall have resided within the State one year, the elective frunchise.

Mr. Sanderson gave notice that, on some future day, he would ask
leave to introduce the fullowing bills, viz:

A bill to abolish the office of Tax Collector and Assessor.

Also a bill to provide for the payment of Jurors.

The Committee appointed to wait on the House, and inform them
of the organization of the Senate, reported that they had perforined
that duty.

On motion of Mr. Avery, Mr. Austin was excused until Monday
next.

Mr. Sanderson submitted the following : )

Resolved, That the Comptroiler be requested to furnish to the
Senate separate statements of the expense incident to the assessment
and collection of the State and County revenue in the several coun-
ties of the State.

Which was adopted.

A message was received from the House. informing the Senate
that that body had organized, and was ready for business.

The committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency the Gover-
nor and inform him of the organization of the Senate, reported that
they had performed that duty.

[lis Excellency the Governor transmitted to the Senate, by his pri-
vate Secretary, O. A. Myers, his third annual Message.

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

Gentlemen of the Senale
and House of Representatives :
“In the communication made to the last General Assembly, the
Executive had the happiness to congratulate his fellow citizens “"ilh
regard to the blessings of health, and of prosperity, in their varied
pursuits. It is a source of heartfelt satisfaction to be enabled to give
you, at this tiine, new assurances of the continuance of the hn’nrs,, of
Providence. ‘The current year has hut increased our obligations to
the great Source of our nltiplied bounties. At no period, since the
orzanization of the State Government, have we had more cause of
giatitude for the continuation of health, the rich rewards of industry,
and the steady advancement of our great social interests and moral
improvement, than at the present.  Being thus signally blessed, it
becomes our duty, when entering upon the discharge of those trusts
confided to us asthe representatives of the people, not only to express

§
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our thankfulness and gratitule for the past, but so to invoke the aid
and guidance of that Almighty Being who controls events, as that all
our deliberations may be directed to the advancement of the great -
interests of the people, and the promotion of the honor and reputat‘on
of the State. Without such aid, we cannot hope for success.

With these preliminary remarks, I proceed to the discharge uf'a high-
ly responsible and important duty, imposed upon the Chief Executive
Magistrate of the State, at the commencement of the annual sessions
of the General Assembly, contained in that clause of the Constitution
of the State, which requires of him to lay before that body * informa.
tion in connection with the administration of the Government, and
the recommendation of such measures as may be deemed expedient
and proper to promote the general welfare.”

Upon a review of the Acts and Resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly sinco the organization of the State, I take this opportunity
to invite your altention to the act of 10th December, 1845, providing
for a Digest of the Territorial and State Laws, and to a supplemen.
tary act of the same session, providing for the collection and arrange-
ment of the Statates of Great Britain of force in this State. It will
be seen by an examination of the Acts referred to, that the purpose of
the General Assembly was not only to have a thorough Digest of all
the Acts of the Territorial Legislatore, of a public nature, and then
in force, including such as might be passed by the General Assembly .
up to the Fall session of 1346, but to collect and arrange, under ap-
propriate Jheads, all the Statutes of Great Britain of force in this
State. I have now the satisfaction to inform you that, in the dis-
charge of the duties assigned the Executive in the Acts above named,
L. A. Thompson, Esq., was commissioned to carry into execution
this wisc measure of the General Assembly. A complete Digest, in
accordance with the provisions of the first Act, of inestimable value
to the State, the compilation and completion of which might well have
been considered the work of years, has been carried through the
press within a year from its inception, and is now submitted to the
General Assembly for such additional legislation, if any, as may be
necessary to perfect the work.

I'have deemed it proper to give this work a prominent position in
this communication for several reasons, the Jjustness of which will be
readily scen.  Frequent changes in public laws are of themselves
evils of no ordinary magnitude.” In A government like ours, with a

“population comparatively sparse, scaltered over'an extensive territo-
1y, with few facilities of intercommunication, such changes are pe-
culiarly so. 'That the Digest unde notice will meet the reasonable
expectations of the public, the high reputation of the Commissioner is
believed to be a sufficient guaranty, independently of the unqualified
approval and commendation of the commission appointed to approve
or disapprove of the work, as their judgments might dictate, Fromr |
thesc considerations, it is earnestly but respectfully recommended,
that no additional legislation, (at least of a public nature, and in re-
peal of the'acts composing the Digest,) may be had at the present
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session, unless such legislation will be obviously productive of positive
public good. It would seem to be wise policy at least, to allow ex.
perience to test the inefficiency of this work—a work of industry, en-

ergy and talent—before we attempt to improve it by legislation of’

doubtful expediency.

The collection and arrangement of the Statutes of Great Britain of
force in this State, contemplated in the provisions of the supplemen.
tary act referred to, have not yet been completed, but will receive the
prompt attention of the Commissioner at. an early day.

In the annual message to your immediate predecessors, I felt it
to be my duty to recommend the following amendments to the Con.
stitution of this State, to wit ;

1. Biennial, instead of annual, sessions of the General Assembly,
and the term of service of the members thereof se amended as io
conform thereto.

2. A residence of six months, instead of two years, within the
State, as a necessary qualification to suffrage,

3. So amend the 12th section of the 5th article, that the election
of Judges of the Circuit Courts be hereafier made directly by the
people by general ticket from the entire State, without in other res.
pects interfering materially with the alternating system as at present
established by law ; and lﬂat the term of serviee should not continue
more than ten nor less than five years. :

Itis a gratification to embraco this opportunity to advise you of
the adoption, in part, of these recommendations, by the last General
Assembly, (and of their publication in the public journals of the State,
in conformity to that clause of the Constitution” which provides for
amendments by your body ;) but this gratification on the one part, is
coupled with a deep regret on the other, that the amendments were
not adopted to the full extent of the recommendation.

The first'amendment provides that the members of the House of
Representatives shall be chosen by the qualified voters, and shall
serve for the term of two years from and afier the day of the first
election under the amended Constitution, and no longer ;-and the ses-
sions of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and commence on
the 4th Monday in November in each and every year, or at such

,other time as may be prescribed by law. The second amendment
designates the first Monday in October, in each and every second
year, as the day on which elections shall be held for members of the
House of Representatives, or on such other day as may be directed
by law. The third amendment provides that Senators shall be cho-
sen by the qualified electors for the term of fours years, not differing
in other respects from the existing Constitution, The fourth amend.
ment provides for the classification of the Senators, so as to confur:i
to the third amendment in the extension of their term of service fro
two to four years,

The foregoing are in substance the amendments, as agreed to by'
the last General Assembly, to the 4th article of the Constitution. I
it should be the pleasure of the Legislature now in session to estab.

g s .

lish biennial instead of annual sessions, the adoption ofithe first
clause of the first amendment, as to the term of service of members
of the House, and of the entite second amendment, as to the day and
year ‘of election, will necessarily follow. - By the third amendment,
it will be seen that the Senatorial term.is extended from two to four
years, In regard to this amendment, I may remark that although it
15 the privilege of, and may be considered an imperative dufy imposed

upon, the Executive, to recommend such amendments to the Consti-

tution as in his judgment the public good may demand, that privi-
lege extends no farther. Such, at least, was the construction placed
upon the powers of the Executive by himself and by the General
Assembly, atits last session—namely, that the General Assembly
was to all intents a convention of the people when amendments to
the Constitution were under consideration, and as such, entirely inde-
pendent of the Executive. But to recur to the amendments jn ques.
tion, it is to me a matter of unfeigned. regret that the adoption of bi-
ennial sessions, (2 measure which I have advocated at all times and
on all proper occasions, from a conviction that, if incorporated into
the Constitution,apart from much positive good resulting from its adop-
tion, many existing evils ‘would be avoided,) should have been ren.
dered highly objectionable by extending the term of service of Sen.
ators to such an unusal and extraordinary length, Long terms of
office, particularly of a political nature, are, it is believed, in opposi-
tion to the genius and spirit of our Republican Institutions, and may
be said to be indirectly in violation of the maxim, that « frequent re-
currence to fundamental principles is absolutely necessary to preserve
the blessings of liberty.” It is therefore most earnestly recommen.-
ded to you, as the immediate representatives of the people, 8o to
amend the amendment of the last session as that the term of mem-
bers of neither branch of the General Assembly shall extend beyond
two years. Aside {rom cbjeotions founded on’ principle, it may be
remarked that, in a young and growing State like Florida, whose
population is gradually increasing by accessions composed of much
of the intelligence, wealth and industry of sister States, upon whom,
without delay, the burthens of government wre imposed, it is surely
impolitic, to say the least, ta dzprive them, by the organic law, of the
privileges of citizens for a. protracted length of time..

It is also recommended to amend the amendment to the 1st section
of the Gth article, by striking. out the words “ one year” wherever
they oceur, and inserting *six months.” ] readily admit that I am
at a loss to see either the justice or policy of the article as it now ex.
ists. So far as it discourages emigration to the State, it is most cer-
tainly objectionable, as a-wise policy would dictate every possible
incentive to emigration not endangening the public safety. So far as
it operates unequally upon all who are citizens of the same State, it
is not only anti-republican, but unjust.

I avail myself of the present occasion, also, to invite your aften-

tion to another suggested amendment, of paramount importance to
the interests of the people of the State. My views in relation to it,.
:
2
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to a very limited extent, engaged the attention of the General As.
sembly at its last session. I allude to the change then recommended

by me as to the tenure of office and the mode of election of Judges of”

the Circuit Court. If the existing provisions of the Constitution be
not changed, an election of Judges, during good behavior, will be
made by the Legislature two years from this time. - It is obvious, then,
that there is no time to be lost in discussing and maturely consider-
ing any proposcd change of the Constitution in that regard, as it
must be adopted, if at all, by two successive Legislatures within that
period. This circumstance, coupled with a sense of duty, is my
apology for what might otherwise scem undue importunity in again
earnestly invoking your attention to this subject.” Reflection, subse.
quent to the date of my last message, and continued and anxious ob.
servation of the two modes of electing Judes, as exhibited in other
States, have but confirmed my opinions heretofore expressed, and in-
creased my desire to have the Constitution so amended as to provide
for the election of the Judges of the Circuit Court by a direct vote of
the people. It is difficult to account for the existing anomaly in our
State Constitutions which forhids to the people a voice in the selec-
tion of those of their public servants who, perhaps, of all others, have
the most to do with taking care of their interests. Though the laws
under which we live be enacted by the immediate representatives of
- the people, yet it is obvious that their true value depends upon their
proper administration Ly the judicial officers of the Government.—
An incompetent or faithless Judge may render practically worthless
the best system of laws, while an honest one has it in his power to
avoid many of the evils of hasty legislation. The adoption® of the
existing system, is regarded as a lingering distrust of the capacity of
the people for self-government, derived from our English ancestors—
manifestly a system opposed to the spirit of our free institutions and
to the rights of the people. The objections usually mado to the pro-
posed system of election, I have reason to believe, exist more in ap.
prehension than in fact. So far as my observations and enquiriee
have extended as to the effects of the system in other States where
it bas been adopted, none of the results usually predicted by its oppo-
‘nents have been experienced, while all the benefits anticipated by its
friends have been realized in an eminent degree. 1If; then, the po-
sition here assumed be true, that the system proposed secures the se-
lection of Judges not less vigilant in the discharge of their dutics,
and in other respects equally entitled to public confidence with those
selected by intermediate agents, no exceptions can be takeh to it on
these grounds. And the Legislature certainly will not desregard
another very important consideration, namely, that a direct vote by
the people tur Judges of the Circuit Court is their undoubted right—a
right hitherto withheld ; nor will they lightly esteem the fact, not legs
worthy of’ consideration, that a postponcment of this subject to anx-
ther session of the General Assembly, virtually nullifics this right—
which you alone, under existing circumstances, have the power to re -
store.

S ——
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Tn connection with this subject of the Judiciary system, my atten-
tion has been directed, at the request of mapy respectable fcitizens,
to another important change in the organizatign of our Courts—hereto.
fore recommended at the adjml'ran term of the first General Assembly.
I submit this to you, a second lime, for youy consideration, on account
of its great utility.and importance. ude to a separate Chancery
Court.  Among the many advantages of this measure which will oc.
cur to you, [ will confine myself to one only ; and upon this point my
own ohservations have confirmed the reports of those better qualified
from their position to judge, and more directly interested. Most of
the suits in our Courts, involving large amounts of property, and which
render necessary the examination and discussion of the more abstruse
principles of the law, are, technically speaking, to be found on the
equity side of the Court docket; and yet it is believed to be a rule
universally observed, (growing out of the existing system,) to give
precedence to law cases ; the consequence of which, so far as my
observation has extended, has ever been, in all the States where this
system is in [urce, to postpone the more important business to thy
very last hours of the Court, which is then disposed of hastily, and
in most cases unsatisfactarily ; or from necessity continued from term
to term, to the great detriment of the rights of the parties. I will
not enlarge upon thistopie.  The experience of every lawyer and ma-
ny a long.sufloring suitor, will furnish evidence of what I have stated,
and ot its injurions effects.  Many of hoth classes, have seen an entirs
day devoted to the trial of some petty offender for some trifling mis-
demeanor, or to establish the relative rights of parties to property of
less value than the costs incurred in the investigation; when afier-
wards a single.hour of the Court (usually fror exhaustion and the want
of time) could not be afivrded 1o acontroversy involving a large amount
of property and resting on complicated questions of law.  The es.
tablishment of a separate Clancery Court would correct these evils,
and atlord ample time and opportunity for the deliberate administra-
tion of justice. [ am aware, of course, that the proposed Court would
involve an additional espense, which should not be incautivusly in-
curred.  Buc il the advantages are such as I have been induced to
suppose, I have reason to believe that'a very briel experience would
reconcile every person to the expense.  Moreover, the expense of the
Court might measurably be thrown upon those who would derive
most immediate benefit from it, and who would, doubtless, rejoice to
incur a small adlit

itional expense in exchange for the delays, embar-
» rassments and cther inconveniences ta which they are now suljected
from the present system, Tt is believed that a tax of five dollars upon
every suit, with a small additional per tentage on the amount finally
recovered, to be ascertained in some mode readily devised, would
onearly, perbaps enticely, puy the expénses of the Court, and, I think,
give general satisfuction. :
At the first session of the General Assembly, a resolution wae
adopted authorizing the Exccutive to appoint fit and competent per-
€ons to act and conler with persons to be appointed by the Esecutives

-
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of Georgia and Alabama, as commissioners to run and mark the boun.
dary line between the States of Georgia, Alabama and Florida, in
conformily with the treaty of 1795, between Spain and the United
States. [ regret to have to inform you that in regard to the line be.
tween Georgia and-this State, Commissioners were appointed on the
part of both, who, afler a protracted effort to carry into effect the ob.
ject of the resolution, eventually separated without having accomplish.
ed that object. This information having been communicated-to your
immediate predecessors, with the correspondencé and report of the
Commissioners, and no new instructions having been received in re-
Jation to the subject, no farther attempt at negotiation has been made.
The same doubt and uncertainty as to the true line still exist. The
subject is again referred to you as a matter of deep concern not only
to the people of the State, but more especially so to those who live in
the immediate vicinity of a line heretofore.run and marked from El.
licott’s mound, near the source of the St, Mary’s River, to the junction
of the Flint and Chattahoochie Rivers.

It is truly gratifying to me, however, to be enabled to inform vou
that our negotiations with Alabama have been entirely successful.—
Commissioners on the part of the respective States, together with a
gentleman, of no ordinary reputation, as Engineer, convened imme-
diately after the adjournment of the last Legislature, and without en-
countering any serious obstacles to an adjustment of the line djviding
that State and Florida, united in a Report to their respective Govern-
ernments ; which, with all the Documents in connection with it, is
now on file in the Executive office, and will be submitted to the Le-
gislature without delay, whenever its wishes in that respect are made
known, It may not be improper to remark, at this time, that the re-
port is highly satisfactory to the Executive, from a conviction that the
Commissioners have identified and agreed upon the line originally
marked, being latitude 312 North, and which, it will be remembered,
is the boundary as fixed by the treaty of 1795.

As the control and direction of the very liberal grants of Public
Lands made by the Federal Government to the State for Seminaries
of Learning, Common Schools, and Internal Improvements, were con.
fided by the General Assembly almost exclusively to the Register of
Public Lands, it will scarcely be expected that I should do more, at
this time, than merely to remind you of the inestimable value of these
donations, and of the heavy responsibility resting upon those to whom
they have been entrusted.  In my annual communications, heretofore
made, I bave considered it a paramount duty to invite the attention
of the General Assembly to this subject, so as to secure for those who
succeed us, the full benefit of the grants. I have on all such occa.
sions expressed fully and without reserve my views in relation to this
subject, and feel gratified that I am now enabled to assure you that the
Jast General Assembly, with a zeal and industry worthy the object to
he attained, adopted such preliminary measures as will, it is believed,
if’ sustained by subsequent legislation, attain the ohject desired.

With regard to the Sisteenth Sections of each Township, it is re.
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<commended that Congress be memorialised for permission to sell them
on such terms as may be deemed advisable, on condition that the pro-
ceeds of such sale be secured for the exclusive benefit of the Town.
ships in which they aré located, and to he applied to the purpose for

which they were originally intended, and no other. I have deemed .

it proper to refer particularly to these lands from the consideration that
experience has fully established the truth that unless some i liat
steps be taken to change the property, this fund (which of all others
might be rendered most valuable for the support of Commeon Schools,
the great nurseries of virtue and intelligence among the people,) must,
at-no distant day, he forever lost. Itis furthermore recommended, that
similar application be made to exchange Sixsteenth Sections that are
utterly worthless for others more valuable, and that the inhabitants of
Townships covered by large grants, have the like privilege. Like
privileges have been granted to the States of Indiana, Arkansas, Illi-
nois, and probably to others.

Since the establishmenit of. the Office of Register of Public Lands
within the State, locations in conformity to the several grants of Con-
uress have been made to a considerable extent. In the discharge
of their duty, it is to be presumed that the agents of the State have
made such selections as they deemed most valuable, without regard
to any claims existing, the validity of which was based exclusively
upon pre.occupation, without a color of legal title or of the right of
possession as opposed to the Federal or State Governments. it is

helieved that hany such cases must have heretofore vccurred.  With

the view, therefore, of obviating any difficulties that may have arisen,
in all cases similarly circumstanced, it is recommended that provi-
sion be made for all such occupants, where the possession existed pre-
viously to the year , 80 as'to secure to them privileges similar to
the provisions of the pre-emption law now in force, and extending it
to such time as shall be deemed advisable, when the privilege shall
cease. The provisions of such a Jaw would, to sume extent, lessen
the fund, (especially in cases where lands of the first quality had been
selected,) yet a consideration of this character will, it isto be pre.
sumed, have but little weight with you, when it is recollected that
the alternetive may be the ruin of many worthy pioneers with help.
less families, i
There are other subjects to which the attention of the General
Assembly has heretofore been invited, and which, without entering
tnto an extended consideration of them, are again submitted for such
action as in your judgments they may respectively demand. Among
«these, the most prominent are, the Finances of the State—the several
Acts in relation to our Coast Fisheries—and the fitness of the existing

Militia Laws to the prompt and efficient organization of that arm of

the Government.

In relation to the Finances of the State, the Reports of the Comp.
troller and Treasurer, herewith transmitted, furnish a clear, and,
it is believed, a very accurate statement of the receipts and expendi-

tures for the last fiscal year, with such remarks and explanations upos -
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each item in the expenditures appended asa sense of duty may have
demanded. From a critical examination of the expenses of the Gov.
ernment since its organization, it will be found that no material dif-
ference exists in any of the items of expenditure for the years 45,
"46, ’47, with the single exception of the items of expenditure for
Criminal Prosecutions and contingent expenses of Courts. These,
in my judgment, demand of the General Assembly a thorough inves.
tigation. They are large. The increase in one year has been
without a parallel. Independently of the salaries of the Judges,
(which, it will be remembered, are placed at the minimum sum au.
thorized by the Constitution,) the amounts alone of the Contingent
and Criminal expenses of the Courts, exceed thé entire expenses of
the General Assembly for the year 1846. The aggregate sum of
these expenditures, throughout the State, for the fiseal year ending
31st October, 1846, is $8,362.31; and for the year ending 31st Oc.
tober, 1847, §18,061 48, making an excess of expenditures for the
last beyond those of the preceding year of $9,699 17, and exceeding
the expenses of the General Assembly for the same year in the sum of
84,508 20. '

In conclusion, I may remark that, although the expenditures have
thus been increased in the last year nearly ten thousand dollars, it is
not doubted, if there should be prompt collection of the entire assess.
ment of the taxes for the same time, the balance, afier deducting the
ordinary expenses for collection, will be found adequate to the wants
of the Government. But I have no hesitation in saying, (and my
duty to the public would seem to demand it of me,) that if any addi-
tional burthen shallbe imposed upon the T'reasury, increasing thereby
the annual expenditures of the Govermmnent to any considerable catent,
there must be a corresponding increase in the receipts, or the credit
of the State must necessarily be depreciated.  The fucts are before
you—uwith you isthe remedy.

The cost of the Reports of the Supreme Court of the State, has
been suggested from various sources, as a fit subject for the conside-
ration of the General Assembly.  The decisions therein are the law
of the land, a knowledge of which cannot be less important to the
people than the Statute Laws.

Having thus recommended such measures of domestic policy as
were deemed entitled 1o a claim upon the consideration of the Repre-
sentatives of the People, they are submitted under the conviction that
not only these, but such additional subjeets as you may think advisa.
Lle, will receive proper consideration. i

Within the present year, three requisitions for Volunteers for the
service of the United States, have been forwarded to this department
ofthe Government.  Itis really and truly gratifying to be enabled to
inform you that they were met with a promptness worthy of all com-
mendation.  When it is remembered that our State had so recenfly
been the theatre of a war almost without a parallel for its savage
barbarities, and for its withering and deadly influences upon all the
elements of its prosperity, it is deemed complimentary to our fellow.
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citizens that under such adverse circumstances, these calls upon their
patriotism -and gallantry have been made. In remarking upon this
subject, I will not forego the present opportune occasion to bear testi-
mony to the gallant spirit, which, from every portion of -our Southern
Peninsular State, has manifested itself for the energetic prosecution of
the war with the Mexican Republic—a manifestation not in words,
but in action., Notwithstanding a combination of influences, all hav-
tng a direct tendency to dampen the ardor, diminish the resources,
and paralize the energies of our fellow citizens for many consecutive
years, they have gallantly rallied at their country’s call in numbers
proportioned to our military strength, that will bear an enviable com-
parison with any of the Sovereignties of our great Republie.. With-
out stopping either to count the cost of the war, or to investigate the
truth of Senatorial denunciations that it is “unjust,” “unholy,” and
“anti-christian,” they have volunteered in the common cause of their
common country, with a determined zeal, and a patriotism becoming
American citizens, and have thus added new lustre to the honor of
their State. )

Congress having made no provision to meet the expenses of Volun-
teer companies contracled previously to their assembling at the place
of rendezvous, except on conditions hereinafter referred to; and no
provision having been made by the State for companies heretofore re-
ceived, it is most earnestly. recommended that a Resolution may be
adopted by you authorizing the payment of these claims. Their re-
cognition on the part of the State, it would scem, would be but an
act of justice to our gallant Volunteers, under any circumstances ; but
when it is known that many-of them were without the pecuniarymeans
to meet their unavoidable expenses, it becomes a matter which not
only addresses itself to your sympathies, but places it upon the higher
claim of undoubted right. It will be seen, by referring to a Resolu-
tion of Congress approved on the 3d of March last, that the Secretary
of War is required to refund to the States expenses incurred under
similar circumstances,—which would seem to imply a payment pre- -
viously made by the State. Whatever construction may be put uporr
the Resolution referred to, may be a maiter of adjusiment hereafter
between the Federal and State Governments.  The-expenses of the
Volunteer Companics from Florida, were incurred on the call of the
authorities of the State, and their services have been rendered in ohe-
dience to that call. From such premises, the responsibility of the

»State to rccognize these claims, in the first instance, would scem tc-
be thé only legitimate conclusion. -

Although our more immediate concern is in legislation upon such
matters as the State, in its independent capacity, is directly and ex-
clusively interested; yet, as one of the sovereigntics of the Federal
Government, we cannot be indifférent either to the principles upon
which its legislation is based, or to the influence and eflect of such
legislation when put into practical operation.  Without again recur-
ring to the leading measures of the National Administration, [ take
this occasion to remark that the views which I have heretofore ex-
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pressed in relation to them, have in no instance been changed ; bat,
on the contrary, their soundness has been attested by experience and
observation. In regard, however, to the War with Mexico, it is to
me, | assure you, a source of deep and unfeigned regret that each and
every effort on the part of the National Government, heretofore made,
to bring it to a happy and honorable termination, have been wholly
unsuccessful. A succession of victories unsurpassed for their brillian-
cy either in ancient or modern times, leaves but little room-to doubt
s 1o the ultimate result of this unequal contest.

The solemn declaration of Congress, apart from other considera.
tions, made with an unanimity unparalleled in the annals of its legis-
lation, that “THE WAR EXISTS BY THE ACT OF MEXIco,” affords am-
ple and gratifying assurance that the National Legislature will never
direct its victorious troops to be ingloriously withdrawn from the fields
of their fame and their glory ; and from a contest, thus solemnly de.
clared to be brought about by the acts of its adversary, wiTHouT Ix-
DEMNITY FOR THE PAST, AND SECURITY FOR FHE ¥UTURE. If such
indemnity shall he secured by the accession of territory, (of which
there can be but little doubt,) it is believed that any act of the Na.
tonal Legislature which shall appropriate such territory to the use of
oue portion of the confederacy to the exclusion of another—or which
in its provisions shall annex as an express and fundamental condition
to the acquisition (ifsuch terrilory, * that neither slavery nor involun-
tary servitude shall ever exist in any part, except for crime whereol”
the party shall first be duly convicted’—that any and all acts with
such provisions, would be usurpations of power not delegated by the
Constitution—unequal, unjust and oppressive in their effects; and to
which that portion of the confederacy, thus iusulted, abused, and in.
jured, can never consent without an inglorious surrender not only of
their reserved rights, but of those guarantied by the letter and spirit
of the National Compact.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
W. D."MOSELEY.

ExecuTive Orrice, NovEMBER 22, 1847.

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, one thousand
copies were ordered to Le printed.

On motion of Mr. Watts, Messrs. Watts, Burritt, and Fairbanks
were appointed a committee to prepare Rules for the government of
the Senate during the present session.

On motion of Mr. Smith, ordered that five hundred copies of the
Documents accompanying the Governor’s Message be printed.

On motion of Mr. Tabor, the Senate adjourned until to-morrgw a¢
10 o’clock, A. M. !
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WepnEspay, November 24, 1847,

_The.Sepale met pursuant to adjournment ; the Rev, J\ir. Choice
being invited, delivered an appropriate prayer. A quorum being
present, the proceedings of yesterday were read and approved. .

. Agreeably to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced the follow-
ing bills, viz : )

An act 50 to amend the Constitution of this State as to extend to
all free white male inhabitants, being citizens of the United States
“i]h‘o shall have resided within this State one_year, the elective fran.
chise.

An act to amend the Constitution of this State

: e ! 80 as to make t
!ES(S)IOH! of the l(naueral Assembly biennial instead of annual %

- On motion, the first reading was dispensed wit »

oo ot 44 g P h, and ordered for a

Mr. Lorrimer moved that the Rev, Mr Choice be invi

r . Z invited ¢
as thrfplam to the Senate during its present session. .

Which was adopted, )

On motion of Mr. Lorrimer, Messrs, Lorrimer, Floyd, and McMil.
]aré\'ver_e ngpomted a committee to wait upon the Rev, Mr, Choice,
and invite him to officiate as Chaplain to the S ing its pr
o e p! o the Senate during its pre-.

Mr. Fairbanks gave notice that he would, on some fit

y 2 ; e future da <
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An a(':t to make the cerlif'iy;;af::l;
of the 'I“reasurer of this State receivable in payment of public dues,

l!vlr. Floyd gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask leave
to An;’rnduce the following bills, viz : L '

ill to be entitled, An act to autherize the qualified
e ent 4 [ electors of ,
eaihl Coun% ;;1 this State to elect Judges of P_rnbg!e. e
80, a bill to be entitled, An act to ‘prohibit the introducti
slaves in‘ !.his State for hire, belonging to non-residents, wi

Mr. I‘ulrb.:mke offered the following resolution ;

Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to report the number
of criminal prosecutions in each County in this State, the nature of
the prosecutions, and the amount of expenses of eriminal prosecu-
tions audited by the Comptroller for ‘each Circuit, and "the amount
paid in eapital cases.

Which was adopted. ’

I‘l‘w committ?e appointed to prepare Rules for the goverument of
the Senate, during the present session, beg leave to report the rules
of the last session, and recommend their adaption, .

(‘;r'hlch report was received and adopted.

n motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Aver allowed i

: Mr. to giv
notice tkat he would, on some . future day, ask ]ea):'e to intmdura::;z

bill to provide for the payment of jurbrs from the State Treasury.
. On motion the rule was waived, and Mr. Watfs allowed to give no.
lice lhurt' he would, on some future day, ask leave to introduce a bi!l
to establish a bail law and a county attachment law, -
3 :
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On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Sanderson allowed to
aive notice that he would, on some future day, ask leae to introduce
a bill to amend an act entitled * An act more particularly to define
who are retailers of spirituous liquors,” approved January 1, 1847.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate adjourned until to.mor-
row, at 10 o'clock, A. M.

Trurspay, November 25, 1847.

‘The Senute met pursuant to adjournment.

There not being a quorum present, ) .

On motion of Mr, Fairbanks, the Senate adjourned until to-mor
row, 10 o'clock, A. M.

Fripay, November 26, 1847.

‘The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

The Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of Wednesday were read
and approved. -

Notize being given that the Hon. John Costen, Senator elect
from the counties of Dade and Monroe, was present, on motion, Mr.

Costen presented his certificate of Election from the Secret%‘l}y ol
e

State, and was sworn according to the Constitution by E. M.
Esq., a Justice of the Peace for Leon county.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the resolution adopted on Wednes.-
day last, dispensing with the first reading of the following bills, viz :—

An Act so to amend the Constitution of this State as to extend to
all free white male inhabitants, being citizens of the United States,
who shall have resided within this State ono year, the elective fran-
chise ; .

An Act to amend the Constitution of this State so as to make the
scssions of the General Assembly biennial instead of annual ; |

Was rescinded, and said bills placed upon their first reading, ‘and
ordered for a second reading to-morrow. )

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks intrl')(!uced a bill to be
entitled, An Act to make the certificates of the Treasurer of this
State receivable in payment of all public dues;

Which was placed upon its first reading ; and ordered to a secont
reading to-morrow. ’ . )

"The President announced the following Standing Committees :—

8t,
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STANDING COMMITTEES FOR THE SENATE,
Appointed by the President under the Rules of the Senate.

Judiciary.
Mesars. Burritt,
Sanderson,
Floyd.
State of the Commonwealth.
Messrs. Sanderson,
Lorrimer,
Brett.
Comom!ion.r.‘
Messrs. Floyd,
Smith,
Moseley.
Schools and Colleges.
Messrs. Avery,
Sanderson,
Smith.
Propositons and Grievances.
Messrs, McMillan,
Priest,
Watts,
Internal Improvements.
Messrs. Moseley,
'racey,
Tabor.
Elections.
Messrs. Priest,
Avery,
Walker.

Mr. Avery moved—

Enrolled Bills.
Messrs. Fairbanks,
Brett,
Floyd:
Claims and Accounts.
Messrs. Brett,
: Moseley,
Smith.
Amendments and Revision of the
Constitution.
Messrs. Tahor, -
McMillan,
Austin,
Exzecutive Department.
Messrs. Austin,
Lorrimer,
‘Avery. !
Militia,
" Messrs. Tracey, -

B Walker,
Floyd,
Tazation and Rervenuc.

Messrs. Watts,
Burritt,
Smith.
Federal Relations.
Messrs. Lorrimer,
Fairbanks,
Sanderson.

1at. That so much of the Governoi’s message as refers to amend.
ments of the Constitution, be referred. to the committee on Amend.
ments and Revision of the Constitution,

2d.. That so much'as refers

te the establishment of a Chancery

«Court, and to the Reports of the Supreme Court, be referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary.

» 3d. That so nfuch as refers to the Northern boundary of the State,.

be referred te the committee on the State of the Commonwealth,
4th. That so much as refers to the grants of public land made by

the Federal Government tothe State for Seminaries of Learning and

Common Schools, be referred to th

leges.

© committee on Schools and Col.

5th. That so much as relates to Internal Improvement, be referred
to the committee on Internal Improvement.

Gth. That so much as relatest
committee on Propositions and Gr:

to the fisheries, be referred to the
ievances,
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7th. That so much as relates to the Militia, be reforred to the com.
mittee on the Militia.

8th. That so much as relates to the finances of the State, be re.
ferred to the committee on Taxation and Revenue.

Oth. That so much as refers to the expenses incurred on account of
the Volunteer Companies, be referred to the committes on Claims
and Accounts. e

10th. That so much as refersto our National affairs, bo referred to
the committce on Federal Relations.

Which motion prevailed and the references ordered.

Mr. Avery moved that the committee on the Judiciary be instruct.
ed to bring in & bill to amend an act entitled ““ An Act to provide for
the Election of Electors of President and Vice President of the United
States, approved January 6, 1847,” so as to have the said nct conform
to the law of the United States, entitled * An Act to establish a uni.
form time for holding Elections for Electors of President and Vice
Prosident in all the States of the Union, approved January 28, 1845,

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would on some future day ask leave
to introduce the following bills : :

A bill, to be entitled, An act to so alter and change the Constitu-
tion of the State as to allow the qualificd electors of this State to elect
the Judges of the Circuit Courts by general ticket.

A Dill, to bo entitled, An act to abolish the pay of the Adjutant
General of this State.

A bill. 10 be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of Jurors.

Mr. Fairhanks offered the following :— ]
Resolution relative to the presentation of Swords to Major Lqrzng and

Liewt. M. C. Marin, citizens of Florida in the service of the
United States. . .

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida, in General Assembly convencd, That the Governor of this
State procure and cause to be presented to Major William W. Lor.
ing, of the United States army, and Lieut. Mathias C. Marin, of the
United States navy, Swords suitably inseribed, in leslimonly of the
appreciation entertained by the people of this State, for their distin.
guished gallantry and services in the war with Mexico, the expense
of the same ta be paid from the Contingent Fund. )

Which was read the first time; and ordered fora second reading on
to-morrow.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock, P. M. i

3 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The following message was received from his Excellency the Gov.

ernor:

!

Execytive DeparTMENT, §
November 206, 1847, §
Gentlemen of the Senate
and House of Representatives : .
I herewith transmit to the General Assembly the Report of the
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Adjutant and Inspector General of the State, enclosing the Repor
of the Quarter Master General. )
Very Respectfully, .
W. D. MOSELEY.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, referred, with the accompanying
documents, to the committee on Militia.

Also the following : .

Execurive DeparTyEST,
. November 26, 1847. g
Gentlemen of the Senate
and House of Representatives :

I herewith transmit to the General Assembly the Report of the
Attorney General of the State, made to the Executiie under the pro.
visions of the 5th section of the Act of 23d J uly, 1845, prescribing the
duties of that office. -

Very Respectfu)ly,
W. D. MOSELEY.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, refarred, with the accompanying
documents, to the committes on the Judiciary.

Also the following : »

Execurive DeparTyENT, ;

y November 26, 1847. .
Gentlemen of the Senate < s
and House of Representatives : g

In confornity to a  Preamble and Resolution relative to the es-
tablishment of 'a complete Educational System, approved December
21, 1846,” (Seo-pamphlet laws, 2d session, page 83) Hon. 0. M.

Avery and Walker Anderson, were appointed from the Western

District; Wm. Marvin and Rev. C. C. Adams, from the Southern ;
B. F. Whitner and J. E. Broome, Esq., from the Middle ; and Hon.
G. R. Fairbanks and W. F. orward, from the Eastern ; to report upon
the object in view. I herewith transmit the Reports of three of the
Commissioners, Hon. Wm. Marvin, W. Forward, ‘and G. R. Fair-
banks, for the consideration of the General Assembly.
d Very Respectfully, )
, Y W. D. MOSELEY.
On motion of Mr. ‘Avery, referred, with accompanying documents,
to the committee on Schools and Colleges.
On motion of Mr. Avery, ordered that 500 copies of the above mes.
.v8age, and the documents accompanying the same, be printed.
On_motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Sanderson allowed,
agreeably to previous notice, to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act
to provide for the payment of Jurors.
Which' was read the first time and ordered for to-morrow.
On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Lo;rimer allowed to in-
troduce the follewing :

lved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring,

That the Senate and House of Representatives do go.into the election
for Comptroller of this State, on Tuesday next, at 10 o’clock.

[
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Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by striking out the word “ Tues.
day” and inserting * Wednesday.”

Which motion prevailed. ¢

The resolution, as amended, was read the first time and ordered for
a second reading.

Mr. Lorrimer: moved that the rule be waived, and the resolution
be read a second time ;

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Burritt moved to reconsider the bill entitled, An act so to
amend the Constitution of this State asto extend to all free white
male inhabitants, being citizens of the United States, who shall have
resided within this State one year, the elective franchise.

Also, An act to amend the Constitution of this‘State so as to make
the sessions of the General Assembly biennial instead of annual.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Burritt moved that said bills be read a second and third time,
as of the first day ;

Which motion prevailed, and said bills were read the second
and third times, as of the first day, and ordered to be read afirst,
second and third time, as ofthe second reading, on Monday next.

On motion of Mr. Tracey, the Senate adjourned until Monday
next, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

Moxpay, November 29, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. A quorum being pre.
sent, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate,
the Journal of Friday’s proceedings were read, amended and ap-

roved,
g On motion of Mr. Priest, so much of the Governor’s message as
relates to- settlers upon the lands located by the Agents of the State,
was relerred to the Committee on Propositions and Grievances.

On motion of Mr. Tabor, Mr. Costen was added to the Committee
on Claims and Accounts.

On motion of Mr. Tabor, Mr. Costen was added to the Committee
on Amendments and Revision of the Constitution.

On motion of Mr. Lorrimer, Mr. Costen was added to the Com-
mittee on the State of the Commonwealth. '

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Fairbanks was added to the
Committee on the Judiciary. i

- On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Burritt was placed on the Com-
mittee on Federal Relations.

On motion of Mr. Avery, Mr. Fairbanks was added to the Com-
mittee on Schools and Colleges.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to}be
entitled, An act to provide for the Assessment and Collection of 'the

State and County Revenue ;
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Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading -
lo-morrow. ;

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Ordered, that said bill be! ;}riulod.

On motion of Mr, Sanderson, Ordered, that 500 copies of the At-
torney General’s Report, and 500 copics of the Reports of the Adju-
tant and Inspector General, be printed.

Pursuant to a Resolution of the Senate, adopted on Tuesday last,
the Comptroller transmitted the following to the Senate :

o ComrrroLLer’s OFFICE, §
Tullahassee, November 29, 1847, g
To the Honorable President of the Senate :

St :—In obedience to a resolution adopted by the Senate, T have
the honor to furnish a statement of the expenses allowed by the
County Commissioners of the several Counties of this Stato for as.
sessing and collecting the revenue of the Stato,

1 bave the honor to be,
Most respectfilly, &ec.
- N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller.

COUNTIES.

B e AM'T. PAID FOR AM'T. PAID FOR
metons “ ASSESSING. “ COLLECTING.
St. Johns, B S G i 8141 05 8123 66
lDu\'u], 5 2 - 137 95 97 99
Alachua, ; . : 133 95 106 20
Marion, : § . 02 15 42 27
Qolumbia, : B 0O® 113 03 67 93
Nassau, . . . 67 76 . 43 93

. Orange, = . 5 49 31 - 80 B1
i':ev_y, ] - . s 9 63 "6 02
St. Lucie, - - . 20 06 . 12.54
Monroe, s = = 04 19| 65 58
Benton, ; . o |} 23 30 14 62
Hillsbore’, - " 5 32 62 20 00
Hamilton, 4 . . 67 38 41 48
Madison, - . . 131 47 124 96
Jefterson, a ® g = 186 21 203 29
L(:on, - r “ 301 50| . 337 84
\} akulla, 3 . - ’ 102 30 ‘33 82
(‘:adsdc.n, . - - 2325 16 301 51

'l"rankhn, - - % 270 50 144 77
Calhoun, = . = . 27 27| 22 03
Jacks?n, = - - 161 85 154 63
Washington, . - b 31 77 19 13
Walton, . 2 - 44 49 26 27
Santa Rosa, - 5 . 76 56 39 11
Escambia, - 127 39! 60 G4

“ 82.665 51 $2,130 02

On motion of Mr. Burritt, Ordered, that 100 copies be printed,
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The following message was received from His Excellency the

Governor:
Executive DEPARTMENT, !
November 29, 1847,
Gentlemen of the Senate |
and of the House of Representatives :

I herewith transmit the Report of the Regisier of Public Lands
for the State of Florida, showing the action that Officer has taken,
respecting the several interests placed by the General Assembly un-
der his especial charge. "

I cannot permit the present opportunity to pass, without some com-
mendation, (though inadequate, perhaps,) of the manner in which the
Register has performed the highly responsible duties assigned him.
Besides being responsible in respect to their objects, his duties have
been necessarily arduous, from the fact that he has occupied a newly
created office, demanding great care, and business tact, in its proper
disposition. The year preceding the election of the Register, the
General Assembly committed the business of that Officer to the Ex-
ecutive, who, of course, could not devote that amount of attention to
the digestion of a systematic plan of conducting it, so necessary to the
organization, increase and preservation of the several funds designa-
ted in the Acts relating to the Office. Hence, the whole burden of
digesting such a plan, has fallen upon the present Register. ‘How
well he has succeeded in this undertaking—the carefulness with
which he has watched over the great interests committed to his
hands--and the prompt and efficient manner in which he has dis-
charged his duties altogether—may be seen from the Report and
accompanying Documents.

Very respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.

Which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Ordered, that
500 copies of said message, and the documents accompanying the
same, be printed,

Mr. Sauderson offered the following :—

Resolved by the Senate, That the Comptroller be requested to
furnish a statement of the amount paid witnesses summoned on be-
halfof the State, for mileage and attendance each.

Mr. Avery offered the following amendment:

Add : With name of each witness, the days on which herattended,
the amount paid each, and the term of the Court in which it was

aid.

The Chair decided that such resolution was a resolution of a
public nature, and required three readings,

Mr. Sanderson appealed from the decision of the Chair. i

The question being put, the decision of the Chair wasnot sus.
tained.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, said resolution and amendment were
ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Sanderson offered the following :—
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Resolved by the Senate, That the Comptroller. be requested to
furnish a statement of the amount paid witnesses summoned on be:
half of the State,for mileage and attendance each. ‘

Mr. Avery offered the lfltﬁlowing amendment:

Add : With name of each witness, the days on which he attended,
lht_:damount' paid each, and the term of the Court i which it was
paid. '

‘The Chair decided that such resolution was a resolution of a
public_nature, and required three readings.

Mr. Sanderson appealed from the decision of the Chair.
tailfb; question being put, the decision.of the Chair wasnot sus.

ed. L

“On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, said resolution and amendment were
ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Sanderson offered the following : —

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, in Gencral
Assembly convened, That a Commiltee be appointed for the pur-
poses and requirements of section 8th, of the act to organize the of.
fice of Treasurer of the State of Florida—and the 9th section of the
act to organize the Office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the .
State of Florida,

Read first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow,

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Abill to be entitled, An act so to amend the -Constitution of, this
State as to extend to all free white male inhabitants, being citizens
of the Umted States, who shall have resided within this - State ong *
year, the elective franchise ; . g

Was read three times as of the second day, and, on motion of Mr.
Floyd, ordered to he engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An act so to amend the Constitution of this
State, as to make the sessions of the General Assembly biennial
instead of annual; g

Was read three times, as of the second day.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to refer said bill to a Select Committee ;

Which motion was lost, . ’

: _]II\dr. Sanderson moved (o go into a Committee of the Whole on said
hill ; ) :
On which motion the aycs and noes were called by Messrs. Floyd
q,ug Lorrimer, and were : )
‘eas—Mr. President, Messrs,- Avery, i i
Moseley, Sanderson, W:’ms—s. oty ol Lorrimer,
Nays—Messrs. Brett, Fairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Prieat, Smith,

“Tahor, Tracey—8.

_'I‘hem being a tie, the motion was lost.
Mr. Burritt moved to lay said bill on the table :
On which the ayes and noes were called by Messrs. Floyd and
Fairbanks, and were : '
4.
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Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Lorrimer, Mosaley,
3anderson, Tracey, Watts—8.

Nays—Messrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Priest,
Smith, Tabor—8. ) :

There being a tie, the motion was lost. )

Mr. Sanderson moved to refer said bill to the Committee on A-.
mendments and Revision of the Constitution ;

On which the ayes and noes were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Fairbanks, and were:

Yeas—Messrs, Avery, Burritt, Moseley, Sanderson, Tabor—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tracey, Watts—11.

So the motion was lost.

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the said bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading on to-morrow, ’

A bill to be entitled, An Act to make the certificates of the Trea-
surer of this State, receivable in payment of all public dues,

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, refer-
red to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the payment of Jurors,

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson refer-
red to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Resolution relative to the presentation of swords to Major Loring’
und Lieut. M. C. Marin, citizens of Florida in the service of the
United States, was read a second time.

Mr. Avery offered the following as a substitute :

Wiiereas, By the 2d section of the 8th article of the Constitu.
tion of the State, “no other or greater amount of tax or revenue can
at any time be levied than is required for the necessary expenses of
government,” and consequently no appropriation can be made for the
purpose of procuri&such testimonials as are usual in like cases:—
And whereas, the members of the General Assembly desire to ex-
press their appreciation of the services rendered by Major Wm. W.
Loring, of the United States Army, and Lieut. Mathias C. Marin, of
the United States Navy, in the war now waging between the United
States of America and the United States of the Republic of Mexico :
T'herefore,

Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That the thanksfof
this Government be tendered by his Excellency the Governor to ;(he
said Major Wm. W, Loring and Lieut. Mathias C. Marin, for their
distinguished services and gallant conduct in the war now waging
Letween the United States of America and the United States of the
Republic of Mexico.

The question being put on the adoption of the substitute, the ayes
and noes were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks and Avery, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costen, Lor-
rimer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Walts—11.

Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Tabor-~5.
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So the substitute was adopted.’

Mr. Lorrimer offered the following as an amendment :

Add, That the two Houses of the Legislature contribute an am-
-ount sufficient to purchase swords to be presented to Messrs. Loring
and Marin for their gallant and distinguished services in the Mexican
war. 1

.On the adoption of which, the ayes and nges were_ called for by
Messrs. Floyd and Fairbanks, and were ; -

Yeas—Mr. President, Messra. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorri-
megl, Sﬂnd;lmn_% :

Nays—Messrs. Brett, Costen, Floyd, McMillan, Mosele ies
Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—10. © " ' Bkt

So the amendment was lost. .

Mr. Floyd moved to lay the resolution upon the table,

On which the ayes and noes were called hy Messrs. Avery and
Burritt, and were : i

Yeas—Messrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Watts—7. .

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burri, Lorrimer, McMillan,
Moseley, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey—9. ]

So the motion was lost,

On motion, the resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third *

reading on to-morrow. s
On motion of Mr. Priest, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 10 o'clock. ‘

‘Tuespay, November 30, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment ; a quorum being pres-
ent, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate,
the proceedings of yesterday were read and approved. .

On motion of Mr. Avery, a committee, consisting of Messrs, Ave-
) Fairbanks and Costin, were appointed to act with a similar com-
mittee on the part of the House, to adopt joint rules for the govern.-
ment of the two Houses during the present session.

« Onmotion of Mr. Brett, Mr. Lorrimer was added to the Commit-
tee on Schools and Colleges. :

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Resolution relative to'the election of Comptroller of this State,
Was read a second time.

Mr. Avery moved that the rules be waived, and said resolution .

read a third time ;
Which motion was lost.
A motion bzing made to engross said Resolution, it was lost. -

a
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An Act to amend the Constitution of this State so as to make the
sessions of the General Assemblybie nnial instead of annual,

Was read three several times, as of the third day. .

On the question, * Shall the bill pass?” the vote was as follows :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messra. Austin, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fa.lr.
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
Tabor, Tracey, Watts-16.

Nays—Mr. Avery—1. . )

Soa the bill pasaeciv by the requisite constitutional majority. Title

tated.
“ (s):d?:red, That the same be certified to the House of Representa.
tives. .

An Act so to amend the Constitution of this State as to extend to
all free white male inhabitants, being citizens of the Unite.d States,
who shall have resided within this State one year, the elective fran-
chise, .

Was read three several times, as of the third day. :

On the question,  Shall the bill pass ?”’ the vote was as follows :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, }.Surrm, Cos-
tin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sander.
son, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walt_s.—-17. L o

Sothe bill passed by the requisite constitutional majority. ' Title

tated. - i
as(!):d:red, That the same be certified to the House of Representa-

tives. .
w;sn Act to provide for the assessment and collection of the State and
County Revenue,

Was read a second time. )

On motion of Mr. Pairbanks, referred to the Committee on Taxa.
tion and Revenue. . . i _ )

Resolution to appoint a Committee in relation to the offices of
Comptroller and Treasurer,

Came up on its secé)nd ll:admg. dfort

On motion, Ordered to be engrossed for to-morrow. .

Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and Lieut. M. C.
Marin,

Was read a third time and adopted. .

Ordered to be certified to the House. :

A Committee from the House, consisting of Messrs. Hagner,
Blackburn and Allison, informed the Senate that the messages trans-
mitted to the House by the Secretary of the Senate, relative to the
amendments of the Constitution, did notlspeglf_y_' that the bills; had
been passed by the requisite constitutional majority. , Z

eMr? Fnirba)l’lka mo(!red that the House be u_lformed, “Th tghs
bills had been agreed to by the Senate as required by the Constitu.
tion of this State.”

Which motion prevailed. . ,

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow at 10 o'clock,
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Web~Espay, Décember 1, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment ; a quorum being pres.
ent, after Frayer by the Rev.. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate,
the Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Mr. Fairbanks moved the appointment of a select committee to re. -

port to the Senate upon the operation of the present revenue laws of
this State, and whether the same conform to the Constitution in pro.
viding for an equal and uniforin mode of taxation, to report as early
as practicable. : ‘

Which motion was agreed to, and Messrs, ‘Fairbanks, Tracey and
Smith were appointed such select committee.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Mr. Burritt was added to said com-
mittee.

Mr. Burritt gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to amend an act to
organise the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida.

Mr. Moseley gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill giving to the Judges ol the Circuit Court the
power to impose fines and forfeitures in criminal cases.

Mr. Sanderson moved the' appointment of a joint. committee, the
House concurring, for the purpgse of ‘examining the accounts of the
Comptroller and Treasurer, as required by the law organizing the
said offices of Comptroller and Treasurer of this State.
 Which motign prevailed, and Messrs. Sanderson, Smith and Avery
were appointed said Committee, =~

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Fairbanks was added to said ’

Comnmittee. )

Mr. Austin gave notice that he would, ‘on some future day, ask
}ea\'e to introduce a bill to reduce the fees of Tax Assessor and Col.
ector. )

Mr. Burritt presented the.Memorial of John S. Sammis and Oli.
ver Wood, Executors of George Kingsley, deceased, praying the
passage of a law authorizing them to sell certain lands therein nanied.

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Baurritt, referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

The Committee orr the Judiciary; to whom was referred tha bill
entitled, ““ An Act to make the Certificates of the Treasurer of this
State receivable in payment of all public dues,” report in favor of

Jhe passage of said bill, with the following amendment, and ask the
concurrence of the Senate therein :

Sec. 2, Beit further enacted, That the officers charged with the

* eollection of the State taxes shall be, and they are hereby required -
to receive the said Certificates at par; and any such officer who

shall directly or indirectly receive'the same at a less sum than the
sum therein expressed to be due, shall be deemed guilty of extortion.
: S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which was read and concurred in.

The committee appointed by thé Senate to act with a similar com. _




30

mittee on the part of the House, to adopt joint rules for the govern-
ment of the two Houses during the present session, reported the joint
rules of the last session of the Legislature, and recommended their
adoption.

\%hich report was received and concurred in, and the rules of the
last session adopted.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed Resolution to appoint a Committee in relation to the
offices of Comptroller and Treasurer,

Was read a third time, and lost.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow, 10 o’clock.

Taurspay, December 2, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain,

A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and
approved. )

ursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en-
titled, An Act to amend the Constitution of this State so as to have
the Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors, and Judges of the
Circuit Courts, elected by the vote of the people of this State';

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow.

Mr. Burritt moved to rescind the 25th rule ;

Which motion was lost.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en-
titled, An Act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and Inspector General ;

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-moerrow.

Also, a bill to be entitled, Av Act to authorize the qualified Elec-
tors of each County within this State to elect Judges of Probate ;

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
{o-morrow. .

Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act to prevent the introduction of
Negroes into this State for hire, belonging to non-residents,

. Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

Mr. Sanderson gave motice that he would, on to-morrow, ask
Jeave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act more particularly f‘to
define mortgage liens; ) )

Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act in relation to roads in Colum-
bia county.

Mr. Avery gavo notice that he would, on to-morrow, as}: leave to
introduce a bill to amend an act entitled an act to organize Courts
of Probate for the State of Florida, approved July 25, 1845.
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On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the resolution in relation to the Of.
fices of Comptroller and Treasurer of this State, was taken from the
table, and placed among the orders of the day.

On motion of Mr. Lorrimer, Ordered that 75 copies of the bill to
be entitled; An Act to prevent the introduction of negroes into this
State for hire belonging to non-residents, be printed. ;

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Ordered, that 75 copies of the Joint
Rules of the Senate and House of Representatives be printed.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, Ordered, that 75 cepies of the bill to be
entitled, An Act to amend the Constitution of this State so as to have
the Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors and Judges of the
Circuit Courts, ‘elected by vote of the people of this State ; and 75
copies of the bill to be entitled, An Act to authorize the qualified
Electors of each county within this State to eleet Judges of Probate,
be printed. ;

Mr. Floyd introduced the following preamble and resolution :

Whereas, the end and aim of civil government is to secure to
overy individual in the community the enjoyment of his rights of per.
son and property ; and whereas, the pure administration.of justice is
of the highest q to any people, and h the judiciary of
our country is most.important among the diflerent branches of gov-
ernment ; whereas, it is now a general and incontrovertible truth,that
the mode of appointment by popular election, is the best system ever
invented for securing to the State, the services of competent and faith-
ful public officars; and that-this truth lies at the foundation of our
theory of government ; and whereas; the good people of Florida, have
sufficient intelligenee and integrity to qualify them to make a judi.
cious selection, not only of members of 'the Legislature, Governor,
and other State officers, members of Congress, but also of Judges ;
and whereas, it is a cardinal principle in our republican creed, that
the governed shall have a voice in the selection of those, who are to
govern, and that the will of the majority shall rule ; hence the ap-
pointment of Judges who are to dispense justice among them, should
be in accordance with their wishes ;" and whereas, the original pur-
pose in England, for which Judges were appointed for life, was to ren-
der them independent of the crown, and thereby protect the people
against its corruptions and oppressions; but in a government like
ours, founded on the-public will, such a principle operates in a con-
trary way, and against that will ; and whereas, it is absurd in a rep-
gesentative government, to create a set of officers, holding office for
life, irresponsible to the people in the exercise of the powers thereof;
and whereas, governments are,only republican in proportion as they
embody the will of the people and ekecute it ; whereas, a life tenure
in office is a vestage of an imperfect, anti-républican model, and
should not be adopted in this age of liberty and enlightened enquiry,
and in a government like ours. '

Be it therefore resolted, That the Judiciary of our State should be
republicanised, by rendering all the Judicial officers thereof elecitve
by the people, and for a term of years only.
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Resolved, That in our opinion the good people of Florida are ca-
pable (both in regard to intelligence and integrity) of selecting their
Judicial officers, and that the Constitution of the State should be so
amended as to give to them the election of said officers. ]

Which was read and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow.

The Committtee on the Judiciary,to whom was referred the pelition
of John 8. Sammis and Oliver Wood, of Duval county, Executors of
George Kingsley, deceased, have instructed me to report—

That they have had the same uvnder consideration, and have pre-
pared the following Bill, and ask the concurrence of the Senate there-
in:

AN ACT to authorize the Executors of George Kinsley, deceased, to
Sell Real Estate.

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tiees of the State of Florida, in General Assembly convened, 'I'hat
John S. Sammis and Oliver Wood, or either of them, Executors of
the last Will and Testament of George Kingsley, deceased, be, and
they are hereby authorized to sell either at public or private sale, any,
andynll of the real estate of the said George Kingsley, belonging to
him at the time of his death ; provided, that nosale shall be made by
either of them until he shall have first filed in the office of the Judge
of Probate of Duval county, such security for the proper application
of the proceeds . of such sale as the Judge of Probate of said county

may require.
S. L. BURRIFT, Chairman.

The Commitee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred
a bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the Assessment and Collec-
tion of the State and County Revenue, beg leave to report, that they
have had the same under consideration, and return the same herewith
to the Senate, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration
thereof. JOSEPH B. WATTS, Chairman,

Which was read and concurred in. ;

The following message was received from the House, and read ;

Ho. Rer. Nov, 30, 1847,
Honorable President of the Senate :

Enclosed is * An act so to amend the Constitution of this State as
to extend to all free white male inhabitants being citizens of the Uni.
ted States, who shall have resided within this State one year, the
Elective Franchise,” .

Which this day passed the House by a constitntional majority of
two thirds, and was ordered to be certified to the Senate;

Very Respeetfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.
And on motion, the said bill was laid upon the table. !

Also the following : ]
Ho. Rer. Dec. 1, 1817,

Honorable Fresiden! of ile Senate :
Sir :—Enclosed is an Engrossed Bill entitled,  An act so toamend
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the Constitution of this State, as to make the Sessi , I
Aa:‘c;;]nbllly :iennial instead o;' annual,” by gGonural
ich this day passed the. House by a constituti i
two thirds, and was ordered to be ceﬂiﬁ{d to Irlllsalsuell;}:l:l. i
: Very Respectfully,
) W.B. LANCASTER,
: Clerk Ho. R

Which was read, and on moti id bi i ho tah

b ibar ﬁ)"oWil;g: motion, said bill was laid upon the table, -
Ho. . ;
Il?lr‘tzrable lPrexidtmt of the Senate : R

© enclosed “ Preamble and Resolutions relatin to a Mail
lr.om .! asper, Hamilton county, via Blount Ferry, Suwgnnn: Rmsrng:ll‘.’
1:’::?] ]se F ar;))r, S_t.,pfzfy: River, in Columbia county, Florida, to Cen-
i rgia
b0 43 mg S;nal:f ay passed the Hosue, and were ordered to be
Very Re[?ec(fully,
W. B. LANCASTER,

, 3 Cl .
mu{j‘l:; prfeiuml!le and resolutions accompanying sni;::e!slszgf‘£;rﬂ
T li:’na ;‘sr lime, and on motion the rule waived, and read a se-

On motion of Mr. Sand i
a3 M O :h;rson,. referred to the Committee on the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to make the certifi
sur‘e‘; ol‘thiudSmte reﬁeivable in payment of’ aﬁr;ugﬁ::efjuoef;'”
as reada i ' f
o lo-mor::\':r'.m time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third

Rissolutten ’
adnp:;:c:ll.uuan in’ relation to the'Office of Comptroller, was read and

The following message and accompanyi :
ceived from His Excellency the Goveri:mr{lgfddfec:ﬁma i

Execurive DeparTsesT,
December 1, 1847, g

he Trea-

Grentlemen of the Senate
and House of Representatives ;

[i'l have the honor herewith to transmit g c

resident of the University at Cambridge, with.the accompanying
(-]

Resolution, adopt » C i ituti
e Februaryogselt.' by the Corporanoxln of that Institution, on thy

ommunication from the

L . Very Re_speclfully,
i ! W.'D. MOSELEY.

Usiversity atm Caxprivc,
8th March, 1347,

Bir:—I h i ion of
:w; been directed by the Corporation of the University,

-~
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t it through the proper channel to its destination, the enclos:-
::i I:I;‘i:ril:l copy %f a v&tepc;:f thanks, unanimaualy_ldopt_ed by ths"‘
Board onthe -27th ult., in n.cknowledgl:nenl of the ilbel’l_ll.l of the
General Assembly of Florida, in directing a copy of their Journals:
and other Public Documents, to be furnished for the Library of this
In‘[u;::ol“e‘ue to assure your Excellency that this act of public cour-
tesy on the part of the Government of Florida is"fully appreciated by
the Corporotion, and that they regard it a striking indication of the _
enlightened interest taken by the General Assembly in the promo-
tion of Letters in our common country.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,
Your Esxcellency’s obedient, faithful servant,
EDWARD EVERETT,
‘ President of the University.
His Excellency Wirniax D: MoseLey, &c., &e., &c.

At a stated meeting of the President and l"‘ellows of Harvard
College, in Boston, February 27, 1847, the .Pren!dent communicated
a Resolve of the Legislature of Florida, directing the Secretary of
State to transmit & complete series of the State Documents. )

Voted—That the President be requested to convey to the, l:!‘gl;l-
lature of Florida, the thanks of this Board, for their |berah_ty in di-
recting a copy of their Journals. and other Documents, published by
their order, to be trunsmill::ii to the Library of the University.

of record.
- JAMES WALKER, Secretary.

A bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the Assessment and Col-
lection of the State and County Revenue— _
uca?:soren; a second time, gnd, on motion of Mr. Laf‘rlm_ar. the
Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole on said bill, Mr.
A in the Chair. . )

vxe\?‘t{::nsome time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back te the House, with sundry amend.
ments, and asked Jeave to be discharged from the further ponsldcra.
tion thereof. ” !

Which was received. .

TheI question then being upon concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, the ycas and nays were called for by Messis Sanderson and

loyd, and were— .
5 ?z:\s—h[eun. Austin, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, D‘c-
Millan, Smith, Tabor—8. .
INA\:S—-MI': President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Mosely, San-
derson, Tracey, Wamh—s. . N
being'a tie, the report was not concurr ” )
gﬂer':oﬁon gof Mr: Fairbal.)nks, the Senate adjourned until to-mor-
rew, 10 o’clock.

5]
Fripay, De;:embe: 3, 1847.

"T'he Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved. :

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sunderson introduced a bill to be
entitled “ Au act more particularly to define mortgage lines.”

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, ordered that 75 copies of said bill be
printed. .

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be en-
titled, An act to amend an act entitled, * An act to organize Courts
of Probate for the State of Florida.”

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second-reading to-
morrow,

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be
entitled, An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit Courts of this

-State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in criminal cases.

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading to-
morrow. : g

. Mr. Lorrimer presented the memorial of Asa B. Clark, praying
that the Comptroller may be directed to audit and allow a certain
claim therein Aamed.

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Lorrimer, referrad to the
«commiltee on clafms. ‘ :

The following communication was received from the Comptvoller :

ComrrroLLER’s OFFIcE, Tallahassee, Dec, 2, 1847.

T'o the Honorable President of the Senate :

Sz :—The undersigned respectfully represents that the manycalls
for information from the Treasury Department, and the current busi.
-ness of the office, renders it impossible for him to answer all the Reso-
lutions without assistance ; he therefore asks of the Hon. Senate,
-authority to employ such aid as may be found requisite, to meet the
-demands of the General Assembly.” _

Very Respectfully,
Your Ob't. Serv't.,

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller.
¥ Which was read. ) A

On motion of Mr. Burritt, said communication was referred to &
+select committee—said select commiltee consisting of Messrs. Bur-
ritt, Fairbanks and Avery.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule was waived, and he allowed
“to move that the Senate, the House concurring, will go into the eleg-

[

-tion of Comptroller and Treasurer, on to.morrow at 12 o’clock.

Which was adopted.
Ordered that the same be cerlified to the House.
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" ORDERS OF THE DAY,

A Dill to be entitled, An act to provide for the Assessment and Col.
lection of the State and County Revenue—

Was read a second lime.

On the motion to engross said bill for a third reading, the yeas and
nays were called by Messrs. Sanderson and Priest, and were—

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Brett, Lorrimer, Moseley, Sanderson, Tra.
cev, Watts—7.

‘Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt; Costen, Fairbanks,
Floyd, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor—10.

So the motion was lost.

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to make the certificates of tho
Treasurer of this State receivable in payment of all public dues—

Was read a third time, and on the question, shall this bill pass?
the yeas and nays were— .

Yras—Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorrimer, Moscley,
Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Watts—9. )

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brett, Costen, Floyd, Mc.
Millan, Smith, Tracey—8.

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. p

A bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the Executors of George
Kingsley, deceased, to sell real estate—

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on to-morrow. ]

A bill to be entitled, An act to prevent the introduction of Negroes
into this State for hire, belonging to non.residents—

Was read a second time.

Mr. Floyd moved the following amendments to said bill :

After the word * hire” in the Bth line of section 2, add, ** and such

" glave or slaves shall be held in custody until said penalty be paid off

and discharged.” ] )

After the last word * County” in the 3d line of section 6, add,
Provided, That this act shall not be enforced within any other county
of thie State than the county of Franklin.

Which amendments were concurred in, f

- On motion of Mr. Floyd, said bill was referred to the committee
on the Judiciary. _ .

A bill to be entitled, An act to amend the Constitution of this State
50 a6 to have the Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors, and
Judges of the Circuit Courts, elected by the vote of the people—/

Was read a second time, and on motion Mr. Floyd, ordered to' lio
on the table.

A bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the qualified voters of each
county within (his State to elect Judges of Probate—

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, referred
te the committee on the Judiciary.

]
L]
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A bill to Le entitled, An act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and In.
spector General of this State— -

Was read a second time, and on motion Mr. Floyd, referred to the
committee on Militia.

Preamble and resolution in relation to the election of Judges—

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, refer-
red to the committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and the commiitce
on the State of the Commonwealth allowed to report.

The Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, to whomn was
referred the Engrossed Preamble and Resolutions relating to a mail
route from Jasper, TIamilton county, via Blount’s Ferry, Suwannee
River, Rawlison’s Ferry, St. Mary’s River, in Columbia county, Flori-
da, to Centreville, Georgia, beg leave to report the said Preamble and
Resolutions, with the following amendments :

Afier the word “ Georgia,” in the 5th line, add—

Whereas, mavoy inhabitants residing at and near Rawlison’s Ferry.
on St. Mary’s River, in Columbia county, suffer great inconvenience
for want of mail facilities, there being no post office within the dis-
tance of thirty-five miles of said place. ;

And after the word “and,” in the 8th line, add ** Rawlison’s.”

Which report was received, and the amendments concurred in.

Mr. Sanderson moved to waive the rule, and that said Preamble
and Resolutions be read a third time. .

Which motion was lost. . ; '

Mr. Floyd moyed that the rule be waived, and he allowed to give
uolllicc that at some future day he would ask leave to introduce certain
Lills. *

Which motion was lost.

‘T'he orders of the day having been gone through—

Mr. Fio¥d moved to adjourh until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

On which motion, the yeas and nays were called hy Messrs. Sun-
derson and Waltts, and were— y

Yras—Mr. President, Messrs. Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley,
Smith, Tabor—7.

Navs—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brelt, Burritt, Lorrimer, McMillan,
Priest, Sanderson, Tracey, Wattis—10,

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Austin moved to adjourn until 3'0’olock, P. M.

Which motion was lost. .

« »Mr." Avery moved to adjourn until!to-morrow, at a quarter of 10
o’clock. -

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs.
Floyd and Sanderson, and were— * .

Yeas—DMr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costen, Fairbanks,
Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts—9.

Navs—DMessrs. Austin, Brett, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Mose
ley, Sanderson, T'racey—8, .

So the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, at  of 10 o'clock.
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‘Sarurpay, December 4, 1847,

“The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. -

A quorum being present, Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as'Chaplain.

The Journal of yesterday was read, amended aiid approved.

Mr. Avery moved, that the Governor be requested to inform the
Senate what action has been taken upon the Resolutions in relation to
Seminary lands, &c., approved Dec. 20, 1845.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Sanderson moved to strike out of the 24th Rule of the Senate,
{he words “ in cases of emergency.”

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would, at some future day, asks leave
10 introduce the following bills :

A bill to be entitled, An act to organize a Common Scheol within
the county of Franklin.

Also, a bill to be entitled, An act to prevent Bank Agencies in this
State from putting into circulation bills of a less denomination than
ten dollars.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill, to be entitled, An act to authorize the Executors of

‘George Kingsley, deceased, to sell real estate—

Was read a third time, and, on the question * ghall this bill pass 1’
the yeas and nays were— .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos.
sten, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sander-
son, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—16.

Navs—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

A bill to be entitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage
Jiens— f

Was read a second time,

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by striking out the word * of ”” oc-
«curring afler the word “ whatsoever,” in the 2d line of section 3, and
dnserting therein the word “ for.” ;

Which was adopted.

Mr. Burritt moved to amend hy striking out the word * record” ir
fine 6, section 2, and inserting therein the word * recorded.”

Which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, said bill was referred to the commit-
tee on the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, * An act to
.organize Courts of Probate for the State of Florida”—

Vas read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred te
the committee on the Judiciary. L
A bill to be entitled, An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit
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Courts of this State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in crim.-
inal cases— i

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Tracey, referred
to the committee on the Judiciary.

Engrossed Preamble and Resolution of the House, as amended by
the Senate, was read a third time and adopted.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the Senate adjourned until Monday
next, 10 o’clock.-

Moxpay, December 6, 1847,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Choice offi.
ciated as Chaplain. The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was
read and approved.

Mr. Sanderson moved that the amendments to-the Constitution, laid
upo::' the table, be taken therefrom, and placed among the orders of
the day. :

Which motion prevailed. : ;

Mr. Brett moved that the Committee on Schools and Colleges be
instructed to bring in a bill providing for the establishment of a Com+
mou School System. .

Which motion prevailed, and the committee instructed.

Mr. Fairbanke gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to amend the act in relation to the Board of”
County Commissioners.

Mr. Avery moved that the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct-
ed to bring in a bill so amending the law of elections as to have the-
State officers and electors of President and Vice President elected
upon the same day. ’

Which motion prevailed, and the committee instructed.

Mr. McLean gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask-
leave to introduce a bill to amend the 12th section of the 5th article
of the Constitution of this State so that the Judges of the Circuit
Courts shali hold their term of office fot six years instead of during
good behavior. 4
. Mr. Sanderson moved that his Excellency the Governor be re.
quested to communicate to the Committee on the state of the Com--
menwealth any information in his possession relating to the Northern
boundary: of this State.

Which motion prevailed.

The following communication, from the National Medical Con-
vention held at Philadelphia in May. last, was received by the Presi-
dent of the Senate, and read:

To the Honorable President of the Senate of Florida :

S :—The following Resolutions were adopted by the National

Medical Convention held at Pbilacfelphiar_in the month of May last.
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 Resolved, That it is expedient for this Convention to recommend
to, and urge upon, the various State Governments, the adoption of
measures for procuring a Registration of the Births, Marriages, and
Deuths, occurring in their several populations. 3

“ Resolved, 'Fhat the paper hereto annexed be adopted as the voice
of the Convention, be printed, signed by its officers, and transmitted,
under their direction, to all the State Governments of the Union.”

In compliance with the second of the above Resolutions, I have the
honor to transmit to you the enclosed Memorial.

Your very obedient Servant,
ALFRED STILLE,
Secretary.

Philadelphia, Nov. 23, 1847.

Memorial of the National Medical Convention held in Philadelphiu,
in May, 1847.

The United States National Medical Convention, assembled in the
City of Philadelphia in May, 1847, desirous of the promotion of the
true and vital interests of the people of their commen country, in all
their varied locations, circumstances and conditions, do respectfully
recommend to the governments of the several States of the Union,
the adoption of measures for a GENERAL REGISTRATION oF THR
Birtus, MARRIAGES, AND DeaTns, which may occur within their
respective borders.

No effort need here be expended in elucidation of the more(ordi-
nary purposes for which such a Registration should be universally
adopted, such as proofs of linenge, rights of dower, and bequests of
property. 'The importance of these cannot but be perceived on the
least reflection.

But there ure reasons more profound and far reaching, results more
important to the welfare and glory of’ man, obtainable by this meas-
ure, which not only justity, but demand its early adoption, and thorough
consummation,

There are two facts to be noticed in this connection, which may
not be denied :—

First. Upon the circumstances connected with the three important

. eras of existence, birth, marriage and death, are dependent, to a very
great extent, the physical, moral and civil condition of the human
family. i

Second. A knowledge of these circumstances is necessary for a full
comprehension of important means for the certain advancement of the
population of States, in prosperity and civilization.

“T'o the political economist and vital statist the laws which regulate
and control the lives and destinies of the people of the present, can)
not be a subject of indifftrence ;—to the legislator and statesmad,
iznorance of them is a bar to the full appreciation of their responsi-
bility to the people of the future. ‘I'he philosophy of the increase of
population is intimately connected with, and dependent upon, the pro-
posed measure, and can be properly learned only from its fucts and

-
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deductions. In countries longei settled than ours, this science has
come to be one of profound importance to those who are called to
legislate for the future as well as for the present, For example :—
The population of England has increased, as the census prove—and
the excess of births over deaths leaves beyond a doubt—in a geomet.
rical progression for forty years, and ata rate by which, if continued,
it will double every forty-nine years. Whether the means of subsis-
tence keep pace with that irtcrease, or whether the density of popula-
tion will, ere long, be too great for ils area, are important questions
to be decided by their own statermen.

An increase of population has, however, nothing in it irresistible
or inexorable ; it consists in nothing but dn increase of the births over
the deaths—and will be suspended if the births cease to nmaintain the
same ratio to the population ; and the births may always be reduced
rapidly, by retarding the period and number of the marriages, with-
out taking into consideration the increase by immigration. Circum.
stanced as this country i now, with its millions of unreclaimed acres,
its exhaustless resources of subsistence and wealth, in its mountains
and valleys, in its mines, rivers and forests, it would be’ judicious to
invite, even with the vast immigration to he expected, rather than
discourage, an increase of a native population, by encouraging early
marriages, provided that thereby immortality or misery in any form,
will not advance with them. )

But before we can make any recommendations on this subject, or
before we canseven intelligently discuss it, we must have a knowledge
of the facts as they are. By commencing a-Registration now, our-
successors will be furnished with the necessary material in time for
any exigency that may arise. g

Conclusive evidence is furnished to us of the value of a well.digest.
ed system of Registration for the improvement of the people in their
moral and physical condition, and in the length of their lives. From
the facts obtained thereby, are deducible the rules and inferences of
health, and the sources of disease and premature mortality—many of
which need but'be known to be avoided. Coincident with improve.
ments in the health and condition of individuals, are iicrease of years,
and advancement in private and public morals, and in the strength and
virtue of the State. * )

Among the first communities to establish a system of Registration of
Births, Marriages and Deaths, was Geneva, where it was begun as

wearly as 1549, and has since been continued with great carc. ‘T'he
registers are there viewed as pre-appointed evidences of civil rights,
and it appears that human life has wonderfully improved since they
were kept.  The mean duration of life increased more than five times
from 1550 to 1833 ; with the increase of population, and more pro-
longed duration of life, happiness also increased; though with  ad.
vanced prosperity, marriages became fewer and later, and thus the
number of births was reduced, a greater number of infants born were
preserved, and the number ‘of adults—with whom lics the true great.
ness of the 5latg-—-became larger. ‘Towards the close of the 17th
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century, the probable duration of life was not 20 years—at the close:
of the 1Bth century it attained to 32 years—and now it has arrived’
to 45 years; while the real productive power of the population has-
increased ina much greater proportion than the increase in its actual
number, and, Geneva has arrived at a high state of civilization.

‘These results, so glorious for individuals, for the community, and for
humauity, are derived from the better knowledge and understanding
of the science of life and health, the-data for which are furnished by
the statictics of the Registers.

The information obtained by the Natural History surveys which
have heen made of many of the States of the Union, is directly in-
teresting only to a very small number ;—while the facts and infer-
ences deducible from a sanatary survey and registration, interest and
benefit, directly, the great mass of the people, for all are interested in
their personal condition. Thus are produced in them more expanded
views of the worth of life, and the necessity for its preservation; a
more thorough appreciation of the importance of purity in the prin.
cipal sources of its continuance, air and food; more attention to
the comforts of dwellings and clothing, more refined sensibilities,
greater energy, and a better regulated state of public and private
morals. These results have been obtained in Gencva.

In Prussia these measuresare attended to in a mode deserving the
highest commendation. Every fact relating to the health, lives and
condition of the population, is there collected with great care by a
central officer at Berlin, and published for the benefit of the people.
The most beneficent results have accrued from the admirably arrang-
ed statistical returns made for several years past in England, Of
more than one large town, but of Liverpool especially, it was ascer-
tained that the mortality was great, and the average age at death of
the population low, whereas before, the inhabitants had boasted of
their salubrity and longevity. The registration has, to them, truly
proved the means of increase of health and years, after removing
from their eyes the scales which blinded them to their own destruc-
tion.

In many of the European States besides those mentioned, facts in
connection with this subject are registered and collated, in the most
scientific and systematic manner, and to use the language of a dis-
tinguished American statist, ** whatever we Ainericans may say to
the contrary, the average longevity, in many places, where these
measures have been in operation, appears greater than with us.”—
Indeed we have no little reason to apprehend that, unless something
is done to arrest the progress and pressure of the causes of premature
mortality in this country, we shall be in danger of possessing only a
very young and immature population, The average age of death in
many of our large cities, as far as returns enable it to be shown, |is
under 20 years, a fact which can only be due to the unfavorahle pl} u
sical circumstances of the people, and their ignorance of the true
means of living and avoiding disease.

‘Lhe registers of the ancient Romans, which were preserved with
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-great care, and recorded the births, seses, periods of puberty, man-
hood, age at death, etc., kept by order of Domitius Ulpianus, prime
minister of Alexander Severus, afford us the means of ascertaining the
mean duration of life in Rome nearly 2000 years ago, and compar-
ing this. with the results of estimates made at the present day in
places where similar records are kept, we are thus emabled to es-
tablish the gratifying fact of the great extension of the average pe- .
riod of human life in various cities and countries. y

Of the results obtainable by the suggested measure, in connectio
with the census returns now regula;iy made in each of the United
States, not the least important and desirable are tables ezhibiting the
probabililies or expectation of life. ; ‘

By this simple and elegant metbod, the mean duration of life, un.
‘certain as it appears to be, and as it is, with reference to individuals,
can he determined with the greatest accuracy in nations, and in still
smaller communities. Thisis important not merely in reference to
the pavments of life annuities, and the business of life. insurance,
whose great value is but just beginningto be felt in this country, but
it is of inestimable interest as determining to individuals their proba-
bilities of living in their different classes, occupations, lecations, and
habits. * As-it might be expected from the similarity of the human
organization, that all classes of men would, caleris paribus, live, on
-an average, the same number of years, it becomes important to as-
certain whether this be the case, and if it be not, to determine to
what extent tife is shortened in unfavorable circumstances. The
Life Table answers this purpose, and is as indispensable in‘sanatary
inquiries as the: barometer or thermometer, and other instruments,
in physical research. Upon applying it to any number of ‘well.se-
lected cases, the influence of any external cause, or combination of
causes, can be analyzed ; while without its aid, and extended obser.
wation and calculation, we are liable to be misled at every step by
vague opinions, well concocted stories, or interested statements, in
estimating the relative duration of life ; which can no more be ac-
curately made out by conjecture, than the relative diameters of the
sun, moon and planets of our system.”—Fifth Annual Report of the
Registrar-General ip England. :

It these things are so, and of their truth there cannot remain the
shadow of a doubt, it is plain that with this measure are entwined
the highest earthly interests of humanity, and it belongs to the legis-

* lators ofthe New World, the guardians and custodians of the inter-
ests and glory of the American Republic, to consider well ere they
longer postpone the adoption of a measure so essential thereto, “A
comparison of the duration of successive generations in England,
France, Prussia, Austria, Russia, America, and other States, would

¢ throw much light on the physical'condition of their respective popu-
lations, and suggest to scicntific and benevolént individuals. in every
country, and to the governments;ymany ways of diminishing the suf-
ferings, and meliorating the health and condition of the people ; for
ithe longer life of a mation denotes more than it does in an individual

-
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—a happier life—a life more exempt from sickness and infirmily—a
life of greater energy and industry—of greater experience and wis-
dom. By thess comparisons, & noble national emulation might be
excited, and rival nations would read of sickness diminished, deform.
ity banished, life saved—of victories over death and the grave—with
as much enthusiasm as of victories over each other’s armies in the
field ; and the triumph of one would not be the humiliation of the
other, for in this contention none would lose territory, or honor, or
blood, but all would gain strength.” (Idem.)

JONATHAN KNIGHT, M. D., Conn., President.

ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, M. D., N. York,

GEORGE B. WOOD, M. D., Pa. VicePre.

A. H. BUCHANAN, M. D. Tenn. sidents.

JOHN HARRISON, M. D., La.

RICHARD D. ARNOLD, M. D. Ga. }

AEFRED STILE, M. D., Pa. Secretaries.

F. CAMPBELL STEWART, M. D., N. York,

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, referred to a select commilttee.
Messrs. Fairbanks, Burritt and Avery composed said committee.
Mr: Brett, from the Committee on Claims, made the fol}owifng re-
t: {

PoThe Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition of

Asa B. Clark, with the papers accompanying the same, have instruct-

ed me to REPORT:

That they have duly considered the claim preferred, and deem it
highly meritorious, and they recommend the passage of the bill here-
with submitted, JOHN BRETT, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in, and the !:ill therein
reported, read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor-
TOW.

M. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol-
Jowing report: .

" The Committee on the Judiciary, who were * instructed to bring
in a bill to amend an act entitled,  An act to provide for the election
of Electors of President and Vice President of the United: States,’
approved January 6, 1847, so as to have the said law conform to the
law of the United States entitled, “An act to establish a uniform time
for holding elections for Electors of President and Vice President in
all the States of the Union,’ approved January 23, 1845,” have u}.
structed me to report the accompanying bill, and to ask the concuf-

rence of the Senate therein. .
8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in, and the bill therein
reported, read the first time, and ordered to a second reading on to-

morrow, .
Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol.

lowing report : :
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The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to
e entitled, ¢ An act to prevent the introduction of negroes into this
Btate for hire belonging to non-residents,” report :

That they have had the same under consideration, and ask leave
to return the said bill, and to be discharged from its further consider-
ation ; and they ask the eoncurrence of the Senate therein.

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received and concurred in, and the said bill placed
among the orders of the day. ; )

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol-
lowing report :

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to
be entitled, “ An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit Courts of
this State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in criminal cases,”
have instructed me to REPORT:

That they have had the séame under consideration, and that they
approve of the objects of the said bill, and to ask the concurrence

of the Senate therein.
S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which was received and concurred in, and said bill placed among
the orders of the day. '

ORDERS OF THE DAY. -

House engrossed bill entitled, An act.so to amend the Constitu. °
tion of this State as to make the sessions of the General Assembly
biennial instead of annual; :

Was, on mo ion, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, a committee was appointed, on the
part of the Senate, to eonfer with a similar committee on the part of
the House, as to the disposition to be made of the several bills to al-
ter and*amend the Constitution of this State, passed by the respec-
tive bodies; said committee consisting of Messrs. Fairbanks, Burritt
and Sanderson. .

House engrossed bill entitled, An act so to amend the Constitution
of this State as te extend to all free white male inhabitants, being
citizens of the United States, who shall have resided within this State
one year, the elective franchise ;

Was, on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, laid upon the table.

A bill to be entitled, An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit
Courts of this State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in crim-
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inal cases ;

Was read a second time. ;

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair. After
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their Chairman,

“reported the bill back to the Senale. with amendments, and asked

leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof.
Which report was concurred in.
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On motion of Mr. Lorrimer, said bill as amended was laid upon
the table. p

Mr. Lorrimer moved that 75 copies of said bill, as amendgd, be
jprinted ; .

Which motion was lost.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to prevent the introduction of Ne-
groes into this State for hire, belonging to non.residents,

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate
resolved itself a Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Barritt in
the chair. Afier some time spent therein the Committee rose, and
by their Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amend-
ments, and asked leave to be discharged from the further considera-
tion thereof;

Which report was concurred in, the amendments adopted, and
said bill as amended ordered to be engrossed lor a third reading on
to-morrow.

The following message was received from the House :

House oF ReprEsENTATIVES, Dec. 3, 1847,
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir :—The communication from the Senate stating that it would
go into the election of Comptroller and Treasurer on to.morrow, at
12 o’clock, was received by the House and amended by striking ot
4 to.morrow,” and inserting * Thursday next.”

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the amend-
ment of the House was concurred in.

Ordered, That the same be certified to the House.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule was waived, and he allow.
.ed to move that 325 copies of the Reports of Commissioners relative
40 the establishment of a complete Educational System, be furnished
410 the House of Representatives by the Messenger of the Senate.

Which motion prevailed. '

Also, Mr. Sanderson moved (in pursuance of the 18th Joint Rule,)
¢hat the order of the Senate requiring that 500 copies of the Report
«of the Register of Public Lands to be printed, made on a previous day,
e rescinded.

Which motion prevailed.

The following message was received from his Excellency l}xe
Governor : f
Execurive DEPARTMENT, g

December 4, 1847.
Gentlemen of the Senate : .

In reply to your call for information as to the action had upon a
request contained in a preamble and resolution relative o Seminary
Lands, approved December 21; 1946, extending resolution approved
December 20, 1845, on the same subject, I have to state that the res-
olution of 18453, and the preamble and resolution of 1846, were foc-
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warded to our Senators and Rapfese.::tative in Congre k
fave not been advised by them of any action on theg:ug;'ecl:.n ik
Very respectfully,

) _ i W. D. MOSELEY.
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow 10 o’clock.

Tugspay, December 7, 1847,

The Scnate met pursuant to adj :
! ljournmeént,
ﬁev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.
appmgggrum being presentT “lhe>J9umal of yesterday was read and
Mr. Brett gave notice that he would, at some future d
I ; t re day, ask leave
tl; ;ﬂ'tll;fuce a bill to be enutled,. An Act to organize the county of
Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bi
ent‘iélgfi,hAn Act in relation to roads in Columbia couclfiy? i
:o.mor:-?: w‘was read the first time, and._ordered for a second ruadi'ng
Mr. Fairbanks moved the appointment of a Committ i
Mr. s mov ; to act with
a similar Committee on the part of the H iy
ﬁc;l of Register of Public Langs. s SRl S IR ok
- Fai j p :
Com:‘:iat;:e. airbanks, Avery and Sanderson, were appointed said
Mr. Lorrimer presénted the petition of sundry citize i
B ns
the recognition by the General Assembly of cert{tin debts ig;?xj;:'z%

- by the Territory of Florida ;

am?; :::;tl:z?!.of Mr. Lorrimer, referred to the Committee on Claims
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referr i
: y erred a b
be entitled, An Act to amend an " act entitled an act to otgr:llzliztg
Courts of Probate for the State of Florida, beg leave to

, REPORT:

That they have had the said bill under considerati
; ation ; that

are in favor of the passage of the bill, with the accompany}ng :mg:xed].,
ment to lhg enacting clause, and to ask the concurrence of the Se-
nal‘;avil;zl:elﬁ. . S. L BURRITT, Chairman.
N lld‘}pm;.purt was received and concurred in, and the amend.

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the co icati

m

of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the 2d instant, a:?:i!:ém}g)u;
the Senate authority’to employ such aid as might be found necessar
to meet the demgnds of the General Assembly, beg leave to J

REPORT :
That they have had the same-under cousideration, and have made
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such examination touching the subject matter of the said communi-
cation, as to the Committee seemed meet and proper; and respect-
fully recommend to the Senate to grant authority to the Comptroller

as therein requested.
8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which Report was received and concurred in.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, Anactto prevent the introduction of negroes
into the county of Franklin for hire, belonging to non.residents—

Was read a third time, and on the question, *shall the bill pass?”
the yeas and nays were :

EAs—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos.
ten, Floyd, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,
Watts—14.

Naxs—Messrs. Fairbanks and Priest—2.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

A bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, * An act to
provide for the election of Electors of President and Vice President
of the United States, approved January 6, 1847"—

Was read a second time, and ordered to be’ engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Asa B. Clark, assignee
of Thomas M. White— ;

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, * An act to
organize Courts of Probate for the State of Florida”—

as read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on ‘o-morrow.

Mr. Floyd moved that the Rule be waived that he might be allow-
ed to make a motion.

Which motion was lost.

The following message from the House was received and read :

House oF RepreEsENTATIVES, Dec. 6, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir :—The House has this day passed a bill entitled, *“ An act to

amend an act to provide for the election of Electors of President and

Vice President of the United States,” which is herewith transmitted.

‘Also a bill entitled, * An act to define the Western boundary of
Jackson county, and to repeal an act therein named.”
Very Respecttully,
W. B. LANCASTER, {
Clerk Ho. Rep.z
The House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to provide for the
election of Electors of President and Vice President of the United

States—
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Was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, laid upon
the table. I

House bill entitled, An act to define the Western boundai'y of Jack.
son county, and to repeal an act therein named—

Was read the first time.

Mr. Tabor moved that said bill be laid upon the table.

Which motion was lost.

On motion, said bill was ordered for a second reading to-morrow,

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to:morrow, 10 o’clock.

Webnespay, December 8, 1847,

" The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved. ‘

On ln:otion of'dM;. ];:rrilu, House ]l;:ill entitled, An Act to amend
an act to provide for the election i i
I 2 tx Efthe LR of Electors of President and Vice
i Was taken from the table, and placed among the orders of the

ay..
_ On motion of Mr. Tracey, bill to be entitled, An Act i
Judges of the Circuit COUI‘{S of this State the ,poweriol?mgl;;:et%;ti
and forfeitures in criminal cases, ,
i Was taken from the table, and placed among the orders of the
ay. . j '

Mr. Smith presented the memorial of certain officers and members -
of the First Regiment of Florida Cavalry, praying the repeal of a
certain act therein named ;

Which was referred to the, Committee on Militia.

The following message was received from the House and read :

House of RepresexTaTives, Dec. 7th, 1
Hon. President of the Senute : S
_Sm—Mess.rs. Aldrich, W. M. Maxwell and Collins, have been
this day ?.ppomletli n.aéloint Committee on the part of the House, to
unite with a similar Committee from the Senate, in'th inati
of the office of the Register of Public Lands. o S
Very respectfully, Y
s \; B.LANCASTER,
erk House of R tatives.
Also the following : ' RppREraE,
House oF RerrEsENTATIVES, Dec. 6th, 1847.
v B Plesient of the Bendtes | g’
Str :—Messrs. Hagner, Chain and Forward, have been appointed
& Joint Commiltee on the part of the House, to act with the Com.
mittee of tln; Senate, for the disposition to be made of the several
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bills to alter and amend the Constitution of this State, passed by the
respective bodies.
Very Respectlully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.
Also the following :
Ho. Rer. Dec. 6th, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senate : - ;
Sia—The House has this day ordered to be printed, for the use of
the General Assembly, 75 copies of a bill entitled, An Act in addition
to several acts concerning Wills, Letters Testamentary, Letters of
Administration, and the duties of Executors, Administrators and
Guardians. Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
: Clerk House of Representatives.
Also the following t

House or RepuesenTaTIvVES, Dec. 6th, 1847.
Hon. President of the Senate :

Sta—The House has this day ordered to be printed, for the use of
the General Assembly, 75 copies of a bill to be entitled, An Act for
the relief of the Settlers on Forbes’ Purchase in Gadsden county.

Also 75 copies of a bill entitled, An Act in addition to an act to
organize Courts of Probate for the State of Florida.

' Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives.
Also the following :

House oF RepresenTATIVES, Dec. 8th, 1846.
Hon. President of the Senate :

Sin :—It was this day resolved by the House, That the Select
Committee, having in charge the question of the Northern boundary
of the State, be instructed to act jointly with such Committee of the
Senate as may have the same subject in charge, and that the Se-
nate be requested to take such action in the matter, as to manifest
their concurrence in the objects of this resolution.

The Committee of the House consists of Messrs. A. E. Maxwell,
Hagner, Mitchell of Jackson, Chain, Blackburn, King.

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Represenlutijs.

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Committee on the State of the
Commonwealth be instructed to act with the Committee appointed
by the House ;

Which motion prevailed.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Floyd was added to the Com-
mittee on the State of the Commonwealth, to act with said Commit-
teo in said matter.
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Mr. Fairbanks, from a Select Committee, made. the following re.
port :—

“The select committee appointed by the Senate upon the 1st inst., to
report upon the operation of the present Revenue Law, and whether -
the same conforma to the provisions of the Constitution requiring
an equal and uniform mode of taxation—

REPORT:

That they have examined the subject with much care and atten.
tion, and from the examination so made' by them they have come to
the conclusion that the present Revenue; Law of this State does not
conform to the constitutional provision requiring an equal and uniform
mode of taxation.

It is to be presumed, as a matter of course, that the meaning of the
terms “ uniform and equal” as used in the constitution, are intended
to prescribe not only that all classes of persons should be equally
taxed, but that the citizens of the State individually should bear their
equal and just proportion of taxation. , -

By an examination of the tabular statement hereto annexed, (mark-
ed A.) it will be seen that the owners of improved and unimproved
town property pay a tax of 20 cts. per $100 upon the assessed valua-
tion of their real estate, while the owners of lands not within the
corporate limits of a town, pay a specific amount per acre; without
discriminating as to the value given by improvements, buildings, &c.,
and without distinguishing between.cleared land and wild lands ; that
while the locdl situation of one tract of first rate land near a large
town, or upon navigable waters, may give it a very high value, the in-
accessible situation of others render them (although of first rate quali-
ty) almost valueless, from their inaccessibility or distance from a
market, and other depreciating circumstances. ‘That there is.conse-
quently a very great difference in the nmount of taxes paid by indi.
viduals upon the real valuatien of their property—an estate worth
$20,000 frequently paying no more tax than one worth $2,800.
That again, the relative difference of taxation upon 1st, 2d, and 3d
rate lands is not in accordance with their true relative valuation, that
while first rate lands are taxed upon a valuation of but 85 per acre,
including the value conferred- by buildings, &c., second rate lands are
valued but 81.25 less, and third rate lands are valued at the i'ery
high valuation of $1.87 per acre—a thousand acres of the best plan-
tation thus paying but $6.25 more' than 1000 acres of the poorest

*sand hills in the State. !

That the present taxation upon gold watches places a valuation of
two hundred and fifty dollars upon every gold watch, and upon silver
watches a valuation of sixty-two dollars and half each—a manifes
over valuation—rating a gold watch at the value of a slave. :

That by the present Revenue Law an average value of two hundred
and fifty dollars each is placed upon all slaves, without distinction of
age. That such a mode of valuation is unjust as between individu-
als—that while the one mayown a slave worth one thousand dollars, -
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his neighbor may have one not worth filty, and yet they are called
upon for the same tax. “That this species of property in this State
is, and will probably continue to be, owned in small numbers by
different owners ; and that no fair average can be consequently made
which will give a fair distribution of taxation, if made in this man.
ner.

Your committee further observe that the present revenue act omits
large and valuable species of property ; among which we would no-
tice that money is not taxed, unless at interest ; horses, mules, &c.,
constituting a very large portion of the property of the country, are
not taxed ; furniture and plate pay no tax ; manufactories, other than
saw mille, are left out ; and the capital invested in improvements, (and
which must be as large an item as land,) are entirely exempt , ship-
ping is exempt, &c.

We would call attention to the tabular statements herewith re-
ported, by which it will be seen that the present valuation of the
property now taxed amounts to above twenty millions of dollars, now
paying, exclusive of specific taxes, 20 cts. per $100. Your com-
mittee believe by adding to the articles already estimated, according
to the present system, lands and slaves, &c., a more perfect revenue
system would come into operation, and that with the addition of the
species of property now omitted, a tax of 20 or 25 cents per 100,
upon the valuation, would furnish a fund equal to the expenses of our
Government, without increasing the burden upon the tax payers ; that
each would pay according to his ability, and the provisions of the
constitution requiring an equal and uniform mode of taxation, would
be complied with, A course so reasonable and just could not but
meet with the approbation of all.

As an evidence of the uncertainty of the present mode of assess-
ment upon lands, your committee would call attention to the fact that
above 300,000 acres of land returned last year as second rate, has
Deen this year as third rate—making a difference of ahove $1100, the
present year, from that single item. ~ And it is within the knowledge of
all that the returns of this character have no uniformity—some lands
worth 10 per acre being returned as third rate, while others of less
than half that value are returned as first rate.

A bill to provide for an equal and uniform mode of taxation, is

herewith returned.
G. R. FAIRBANKS,
JOHN M. SMITH,
E. D. TRACEY,
S. L. BURRITT.

Which report was received and concurred in, and the bill acgom.
panying the same read by its title, and 75 copies of said bill, ang the
documents accompanying the same, ordered to be printed.
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l’l;he following message from the House was also received and
read :— ~

House or REPRESENTATIVES, Dec. 6th, 1847.
Hon. President of the Senate :

Sir :—The House has thisday concurred in the amendment pro.
posed by the Senate, relative to the Preamble and Resolutions for a
Mail Route from Jasper to Centreville, Ga. ]

Very respectfully,
w. B LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act
to organize Courts of Probate for the State of Florida,

Was read a third time, and on motion laid upon the table.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act for the relief of Asa B. Clark, As.
signee of Thomas M, White,

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass? .
she yeas and nays were: ‘

Yeas—MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Floyd,
Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts
—14.

Nays—None. ;

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act to
provide for the election of Electors of President and Vice President:
of the United States, approved January.6, 1847, ’

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the Bill pass?
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair. .
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor,
Tracey, Watts—15. .

Nays—None.

8o the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House..'

A bill to be entitled, An Act to give to the Judges of the Circuit
Courts of this State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in
Criminal Cases, :

* Was read a second time.

Mr. Burritt moved to strike out the word * forfeitures” in the
enacting clause, and insert  penalties ;”

Which motion prevailed, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading to-morrow. : ;

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to provide for the E.
I?‘eclion of Electors of President and Vice President of the United

tates, -

‘Was read the first'time ;

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itsell into a
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General Statement of the Assessmont of Tazes for the year 1847—the amount and mode of Assessment,

; " P Number by|Quantity by ;

1. Items of Taxation now taxed| Am’t taxed|, oA " Aggregate | A te
according to valuation. year 1847. | 4 e A::.?;T;?l Mode and rate of taxation. I n]ua.g:n. a:g‘

Money loaned at Interest, $444,482 20 cts. per $100. : 444,482 00| 888 96
Bank Stock, 680,538 “« ©« 680,538 00| 1,361 07
Merchants stock in trade, 802,825 «“ T 802,825 00| 1,605 65
Commission merchants, 118,825 P ‘“ «  w 118,825 00 237 65
Carriages, &c., 93,496 “ [ U s 93,496 00 186 99
lmprovod town lots, 1,653,507 e il 1,653,507 00| 3,307 OL
Unimproved town lots, 454,518 w & g 454,518 00 809 03
Value of saw mills, 103,150 5 oo 103,150 00 206 30

. %  Wharves, 167,620 “« 6 o« : 167,620 00| 334 04

: 11. Items of taxation taxed speci-| _ '

¢ fically which may be reduced

to a valuation. s :

Slaves, 33,233 Tax'd 50c ea. being 20c per $100 on a val. $250.00each. 8,308,250 00| 16,616 50

Cattle of residents over 100 head, 37,454 b R I e 2,50 -« 93,625 00 187 22
“  non-residents 5,775 LA - L U U e 2.50 14,437 50| 28 82
Gold Watches, 851 ¢ B0c e« e« e w owe o 950,00 + 212,750 00{ 425 50
Silver Watches, 167 € Jof e e e e wow 62.50 « K 47,937 50 95 87
1st rate land, 249,969| ¢ 1c per acre, ¢ ¢« « @« 5.00 per acre, 1,249,845 00| 2,499 69
24 « e 601,980] « 2° “ € &6 ¢ [T T “« 3.75 % & | 2,5%925 00 5'192 35
3 ¢ « 2,068,483 « Bc & & @ « o« g e 1874 « 3,868,063 21| 17,756 80
111, Items of specific taxation not - ;
reducible to a valuation. : $20,898,793 21

‘White males over 21 & under 50, 7,796 Taxed 50c each. . 3,898 00
Free negroes, . 157 “ g3 u 471 00
Bank agencies, -5 “ 150 <« . . : 750 00
Insurance agencies, 6 CH . 150 00
Retailers of spirituous liquors, 83 “ . 9Q . 1,660 00
Tavern and Inn keepess, 38 &g e @ .380 00
Bars and restaurauts, 13 “« 9p 260 00
Ten pin alleys, 12 “« 10 120 00
Billiard tables, 10 « g5 ) 250 00
1v. Miscellaneous:

Doctors’ incomes, 41,490, “  20c. per $100 received. 82 95
Llwyers’ “ 50’230 " “ (1] “@ 113 . 7 100 46
Weighers of Cotton, &c., 17,576 wow oo B 35 15
Auctioneers’ Sales, 39,440 “ 2 per cent. t 788 82
Fines and Forfeitures, . 618 66

$50,379 52
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Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Floyd in the Chair. Af.
ter some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their Chair-
man reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment, and
asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof;

Which report was concurred in, i

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, said bill was laid upon the table.

A bill to be entitled, An Act in relation to roads in Columbia
county,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for g third
reading on to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act to define the Western boundary of
Jackson county, and to repeal anact therein named,

Was read a third time, and on motion of Mr. Brett, laid upon the
table until to-morrow.

Resolution .in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and Lieut. M.
C. Marin, as ameneed by the House, was read, and the amendment
of the House concurred in.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o’clock.

Taurspay, December 9, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournmeat.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. )

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved.

The following communication was received from his Excellency
the Governor, and read :

Execurive DEPARTMENT,
! December 8, 1847. g
Gentlemen of the Senate :

In reply to your call for the correspondence relating to the North-
ern boundary of the State of Florida, I have to state, that the whole
.correspondence on that subject has been transmitted to the House of
‘Representatives on a prior call.

Very ResBeetfully.
W. D. MOSELEY.

Also, the following :

ExecuTive DEPARTMENT,
December 9, 1847.
Gentlemen of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

The taxes assessed in the county of Leon upon the capital stock of
the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, and which amonEt
to a considerable item, have not been paid ; and, as I am advised, the
laws of this State afford no remedies to the State sufficient to coerce
the payment of the same. The Board of County Commissioners has
already determined the amount of the assessment againt this Institu.
tion, under the existing Revenue Laws, as will appear by a certified
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copy of the decision submitted herewith. It is manifest that some
sufficient remedy for the collection of this and like assessments, should
be provided by the General Assembly.

Very Respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, referred, with the accompanying
documents, to the committee on corporations.

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Register of the Land Office be re-
quested to report to the Senate, whether the “ eight sections granted
by Congress for the purpose of fixing the Seat of Government of this
State,” can be located in conformity to the construction placed upon
the act of Congress making such grant, by the Commissioners of the
General Land Office, at or near the centre of this State.

Which motion prevailed.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced a bill to be
entitled, An act to amend the several acts relative to-County Com-
missioners.

Mr. Fairbanks gave notice that he would at some future day ask
leave to introduce a bill to encourage and facilitate Internal Improve-
ments and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose.

Also, a bill to prescribe the fees of the Attorney General in certain
cases. :

Mr. Avery, from the Committee on Schools and Colleges, pre-
sented the following report : !

The Committee on Schools and Colleges, to whom were referred
the reports of Commissioners, refative to the establishment of an
Educational System, and who were instructed to bring-in a bill

roviding for the establishment of a System of Common Schools, ask

eave to
REPORT

the accompanying bill. It will be seen, upon examination, that. al-
though the system proposed contemplates the establishment of a
School Fund by the State, it may yet be supported without State aid.

Your Committee cannot refrain from here expressing their_re-
gret, that notwithstanding our members of Congress have been re.
peatedly requested by the General Assembly to endeavor to have
such laws passed, as would enable the State to make the Common
School Fund available, no attention has been paid, (so far as your
Committee can ascertain,} to those requests.

s the proposed system will, until a State Fund is created, depend
wholly for its support upon the people themselves, your Committee
recommend that its adoption be left optional with the different
counties, ) A

For the information of those who have not the time or inclination
to examine a bill of the great length of the one before us, your Com-
mittee will state that it provides :— ’
1st. The Secretary of State shall be ez-oficio Superintendent of

Schools for the State..
2d. A County Superintendent shall be elected in each County.
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3d. County Superintendents to divide the counties into suitable
School Districts, and have over them a general superinten.
dence. .

4th. Three Trustees to be elected in each District, to have charge of
the affairs of their several Districts.

5th, When the State has a fund to distribute, each county to raise
within itself an amount equal to the sum received from the
State. »

6th. Until the -State has a fund to distribute, the County Commis-
sioners may. levy a tax sufficient to pay the teachers. )

7th. Should they fail to do so, the Trustees of the School Districts
may collect the wages of teachers from the parents or guar.
dians of pupils.

Respectfully submitted, s

0. M. AVERY, Chairman,

J. P, SANDERSON,

JOHN M. SMITH,

JAS. H. T. LORRIMER.

Having presented a Report to the Legislature upon this subject, [
have declined acting with the Committee in framing the bill which
is now presented, but concur with the Committee in the report pre.
sented, which, I observe, proceeds upon the same basis as l!:e 8yB-
tem proposed by me. G. R. FAIRBANKS.

Which Report was received and concurred in. o

On motion, the bill accompanyins said Report was read by its title,
and 75 copies ordered to be printed. - .

Mr. Tracey, from the committee on Militia, made the following
report :

F',I‘he committee on the Militia, to whom was referred lhe_ bill “to
abolish the pay of the Adjutant and Inspector General of this State,”
have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to submit the
following

a

REPORT:

That they believe it improper and unjust to impose the arduous and
expensive duties which now devolve upon the Adjutant and Inspector
General, without rendering compensation. Aqd they are confirmed
in this opinion by reference to Article 1st, Section 14th, of the Con.
stitution of the State, which declares that private property shall not
- be taken or applied to public use, unless just compensation be ren-
dered therefor. . .

They have therefore considered it but fair and proper toiabolish a
portion of the duties of said office, believing the duties may be dis-
charged by the Brigade Inspectors, without detriment to the State,
and without expense. They therefore report the bill with amend-
ments, and respectfully ask the concurrence of the Senate. 1

E. D. TRACEY, Chairman,;

Which Report was recetved and concurred in.

=

o1

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act in relation to roads in Columbid
tounty— | :

W:{u read a third time, and on the question, “ Shall the bill pass?”
{he yeas and nays were—"

YEeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos-
ten, Fairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
"T'abor, Tracey, Watts—16.

Navs—None.:

So the bill passed=—title a# stated: .

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. g

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit
Courts of this State the power to impose fines and penaltiesin crim
inal cases— 2 .

Was read a third time, and on the question, * Shall the bill pass ?’
the yeas and nays were— . : ;

Yeas—DMessrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, McMillan, Moseley,
Priest, Sunderson, Smith, Tracey, Walts—10, ) .

% Navs—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brett, Costen, Floyd, Ta-
or—0.

So the bill passed—title as stated,

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. )

- Mr. Lorrimer asked leave to record his vote on said bill.

Which was denied.

House bill to be entitled, An act to define the Western houndary
of Jackson county, and to repeal an act therein named—

Was read a gecond time.

Mr. Brett moved the following amendments, viz : :

Strike out ** Western,” in the fourth line, and insert “ Southern.”

Strike out all after the word “ the,” jn the 5th line to the word * par.’
allel” in 8th line, and insert ** Apalachicola river, at the North side of
Ochesee, thence on the Southern side of the old Federal road to Wat-
son’s ferry across the Chipola river.”

Strike out “ North,” in 8th line, and insert “ West.”

‘Which were adopted.

Mr. Tabor moved to insert after the words * Chipola river,” oc-
curring in the bLill s amended, “thencé West toa point equi distance
in range twelve, thence North to the line that divides townihipi four
and five, thence due West to the €Choctahatchee river.” :

* Which motion was lost.

On motion of Mr. Tabor, said bill was referred to a select com-
mittee—said committee consisting of Messrs. Tabor, Brett, Fair-
banks and Avery. )

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was ready to go into the Election of Comptroller and T'reasurer for
the State; : ] X

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the House of Representa-
tiflves,‘ and the General Assembly proceeded, by joint ballot, in said
eicctions, . :

g 5 .
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By the invitation of the Speaker of the House, the President of
the Senate took the Chair.

The President having announced to the General Assembly tlat
nominations were now in order for Comptroller, :

Mr. Fairbanks nominated Nathaniel P. Bemis.

Mr. Wm. M. Maxwell nominated Stinon Towle.

The vote was as follows :

For Towre—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur-
ritt, Floyd, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, TFracy, Watts, Mr.
Speaker, Bannerman, Bradwell, Bryan, Clmin, Collins, Crawford,
Forward, Garrason, Hall, Hagner, Hendorson, Higginbotham,
Johnston, W. M. Maxwell, Morrison, Oversireet, Quigles, Ross,
Scott, Sheldon, Smith, Taylor, Tanner, Waterson—36.

For Brmis—Messrs. Costen, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, Tabor,
Aldrich, Allison, Burnham, Cook, Hancock, Hobart, King, Mitchell,
of Jackson, Mitchell, of Monroe—14.

So Mr. Towle was declared duly elected.

For Treasurer Mr. Floyd nominated Benjamin Byrd.

Mr. W. M. Maxwell nominated William R. Hayward.

The vote was as follows :

For Haywarp—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett,
Burritt, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts, Mr. Speaker, Ban-
nerman, Bradwell, Bryan, Chain, Collins, Crawford, Hall, Hagner,-
Henderson, I[igfinbﬂbum. Johnston, W. M. Maxwell, Morrison,
Overstreet, Quigles, Scott, Sheldon, Smith, Tanner, Waterson—30.

For Bymp—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanhs, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Aldrich, Allison, Blackburn, Burnham, Cook. For-
ward, Garrason, Hancock, Hobart, King, Mitchell, of Jackson.
Mitchell, of Monroe, Ross, Taylor—21.

So Mr. Hayward was declared duly elected Treasurer.

The Senate having returned to_their Chamber,

On motion they adjourned until to-morrow, 10-0’clock.

Fripay, December 10, 1847.

T'he Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being preseat, the proceedings ef yesterday were read
and approved. y

On motion of Mr. Avery, leave of absence was granted to Mr.
McMillan, Senator from the 2d District, until Monday next.

Pnsuant to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced 2 bl]! to en-
cvurage and facilitate Internal Improvements, and to authorize and

regulate proceedings for that purpose. o qL
On motion, said bill was read by its title and 75 copics ordeged to
be printed.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Brett introduced a bill to be en-
tied, An act-to organize the County of Holmes.

©
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“Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on
‘to-morrow., "Rk

Mr. Brett offered the following : :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened, That they will adjourn sine die on the 22d inst.

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading on
to.morrow. L

Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, -
Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and Licut. M. C.
Mavin, as correctly enrolled.

Mr. Brett, from the committee on Claims; presented the following
report :

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred the petition of
sundry citizens, praying the recognition by the General Assembly of
certain debts incurred by the Territory of Florida, have had the same
under consideration, and instruct me to—

REPORT:

That the petition sets forth only the fact that the petitiomers hohd
the scrip of the late Territory issued for debts incurred under the laws
of said Territory, and that no part thereof has been paid. The amount
of the indebtedness is not stated, nor have the petitioners furnished
the committee with the voucherstu sustain their <laim, or with evi-
dence by which its character may be ascertained. It is but an act
of prudence on the part of States, as well as of individuals, to scru-
tenize well, the demands which may be made upon their purses.
Such scrutiny is particularly demanded of us in regard to applications
of this character, when it is recollected that by far the larger portion,
if not the entire debt of the Jate Territory, was for objects properly
chargeable to the United States. In the absence of ail proof, this
committee does not conceive that the Territorial certificates preclude
inquiry into the character of the claims in their original shape, the
committee cannot say whether or not these claims belong to that
class. Nor can they recommend to the Senate any action-on the *
subject further than to relieve the committee from its consideration. .

JOHN BRETT, Chairman.

Which Report was received and concurred in. ) 5 %

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary committee, presented the following
report : ’ &

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be en-

* titled, “ An act more particularly to define mortgage liens,” have in-

structed me to—
REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration, and are in favor
of the passage of the said bill.as herewith amended, and to ask the
concurrence of the Senate herein. .

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which Report was received and concurred in. ‘

The following communication from the Register of Public Lands
was received-and read :

-
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Orricg oF RecisTER oF PysLic Laxps,
Tallahassee, Dec. 9th, 1847.

Sir :—I have received a copy of a resolution adopted by the Se.
pate to.day, as follows, viz : .

* That the Register of the Land Office be reques‘ed to report tp
the Senate whether the eight sections granted by Congress for the
purpose of fixing the seat of Government of this State, can be located
in conformity to the construction placed upon the act of Congress
making such grant, by the Commissioner of the General Land Of:
fice, at or near the centre of this State.” ;

In reply, I have to stgte that eight sections of good land, in one
body, cannot be located within one hundred miles of the centre of
the State, assuming such centre to be East of Apnlachicola river,and
West of Range 15 East. But that there are many places between
the lines I have designated, where there would be no difficulty in
locating eight sections of worthless land in one body,

Without knowledge of where the true centre of the State lies, 1
canpot give A more precise answer,

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN BEARD,
Register of Public Lands.
To the Hon. D. G. M’Leax, ‘

President of the Senate.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to amend the several acts in relation
to County Commissioners,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend said bill by adding the following :

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Board of County
Commissioners shall be, and they are hereby required to deliver to
the foreman of the Grand Jury a copy of said statement, at the firat
session of the Circuit Court of said county next ensuing the time spe-
cified for making eut said statement, and it shall be the duty of said
Grand Jury to examine into the correctness of said statement, and
report thereon to the Judge presiding at said Court.

Which motion prevailed, and the amendment adopted..

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An Act more particularly to define mortgage
liens,

Was read a second time, »

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself 1710 a
Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Burritt in the Chair, )

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Semate with amendments,
and asked lpave to be discharged from the further consideration
thereof ;

Which report was received.
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©On the question of concurring in the report of the Committee, the
yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sanderson and Floyd, gnd
were :

¥Eas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks, Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker—12.

Nave—Messrs. Brett, Floyd, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts,
—6. '

So the report was eoncurred in.

Mr. Sanderson moved to lay said bill upon the table ;

‘Which motion was lost.

Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment ;

Skec. 8. Be it further enacted, That all and every person or per-
sons whatsoever, now in possession of any personal property, ac-
quired by deed, gift, purchase, bill of sale, or other conveyance what-
soever, of a lawtul or valuable consideration, do possess, hold and
claim the same as of his, her, or their own right, in absolute proper.
ty, and the person or persons so in possession, or the person or per-
sons under whom they claim, have severally or successively togeth.
er, been quietly possessed of the same, under any of the titles, ways
or means aforesaid, and without interruption by suit or action at law
actually commenced, enjoyed the said property for the space of five
years, that then such person or persons so in possession as aforesaid,
shall have good right and tile to the same in absolute property,
¥ainst all and every person and persons whatsoever: Provided,

hat infants and married women shall have the space of five years,
after their sevaral disabilities are removed, within which to reduce
to possession any property in which ther were severally interested or *
entitled during infancy or coverture.

Mr. Avery moved to amend by inserting after the word “women”
in 9th line, the words “ and persons non compos mentis,”

Which motion prevailed.

On motion, said bill was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee.

The following communication was transmitted to His Excellency
the Governor : - ‘

Se~aTe Cuanser, Dec. 10, 1847,
‘To His Excellency W, D. MoseLey, ¢
Governor of Florida :

Sir—The following resolution passed by the General Assembly
of Florida, and signed by the presiding officers of the two Houses, is
sent for your consideration : J
»_Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and Lieut. M.
C. Marin. s :

" By order of the Senate, ! C..'W. DOWNING,
‘Secretary Senate.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and
Inspector General of this State, ) '

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on to.morrow

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.
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3 o’crock, . w.
The Senate proceeded with the orders of the day.

House bill entitled, An act to regulate the pilotage of the River
St. Johns—

Was read the first time and ord
morrow,

House bill entitled, An act to more fully define the rates of and
duty of Pilots for the port of Cedar Keys— "

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to.
morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to fucilitate the draining of the Twelve
Mile Swamp, in the county of St. Johns—

Was, on motion, read by its title and ordered for a second reading
on to-morrow.,

ouse Preamble and Resolutions relative to the expenses of the
l-'lorjdn Volunteers previous to being mustered into the United States
service—

Were read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to.
morrow.

House Preamble and Resolution relative to pre
this State—

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to.
morrow, ) {

Memorial and Resolution of the General Assembly of the State of
Florida to the President, Post Master General, and the Congress of
the United States, on the subject of & Mail Route therein mentioned,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to.
morrow,

House Preamble and Resolutions in relation to certain sections of
land granted by the U. 8. to Florida for the purpose of fixing her
Seat of Government—

Were read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-
morrow.

Mr. Floyd moved to adjourn until Monday next at 10 o’clock.

On which the yeas and hays were called by Messrs, Sanderson,
and Floyd, and were—

YEas—DMessrs. Burritt, Costen, Floyd, Smith—4. /

Navs—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Lorrimer,
Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Walker--11,

So the Senate refused to adjourn.
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

ered for a second reading on to-

-emption rights in

Saturpay, December 11, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read, a.
mended and approved.

|
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Grand Jury of Leon, in their General Presentment at the last tertn,
expressed the opinion that the arms in their present situntion were
insecure. I have therefore to call the attention of the General As-
gembly to this subject, and to request that provision may be made for
a more secure Armory, or that the building now used for that pur-
pose may be made more secure.

In addition, it is my duty to report that the proper keeping and
reservation of the Public Arms, &c., has been, and must hereafter
e, attended with no inconsiderable care, pains and trouble, and that

it is scarcely possible to procure the services of any competent Quar-
ter Master General without some compensation. In evidence of
this, I have to make known the fact that the present efficient Quarter
Master General, (Col. Shine,) has already tendered his resignation.
I have therefore to recommend in addition that some adequate com-
pensation be attached to the office of Quarter Master General,

Very respectfull
N W. D. MOSELEY.
On motion, referred to the committee on the Militia.
The following communication from' the Comptrollér was received
and read ;
CoxrrroLLEr’s OFricE, Tallahassee, Dec. 9, 1847,
Ifonorable President of the Senate : _
Sik :—In compliance with a Resolution of the Senate, of the 26th
ultimo, I transmit herewith a tabular statement of the * number and

nature of the criminal prosecution in each county of the State, also’

the amount of expenses of criminal prosecutions audited by the Comp-
troller, and the amount paid on capital cases.”
Very Respec!ful]{.
N P. BEMIS, Comptroller.
Ordered that 300 copies of the documents accompanying said com-
munication be printed.
Also the following :
ComrrroLrter’s Orrice, Tallahassee, Dez. 11, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senaté :
Sir :—I enclose herewith the information requested by Resolution
of the Senate of the 2d inst.
Very Respectfully,
N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller.
Ordered that 300 copies of the documents accompanying the sime
be printed.
Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary committee, presented the following
report :
I')l'he committee on the Judiciary to whom was re.committed tlhe bill

entitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage liens, beg leave

to report the said bill with the accompanying amendment, and ask the

¢oncurrence-of the Senate therein.
S. L. BURRITYF, Chairman.
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I dissent from the report of the majority of said committee in re.
ference to the amendment offered.
G. R. FAIRBANKS.

‘Which Report was received and concurred in.
.ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to amend the several acts relative to
County Commissioners— :

Was read the third time.

Mr. Burritt moved to amend by inserting after the word * paid,”
in 9th line, the words “ the date of said payment.”

Which amendment was unanimously adopted.

On the question, * Shall the bill pass 1” the yeas and nays were—

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos-
ten, Fairbanks, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priesl, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey,
Walker, Watts—15.

Navs—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and
Inspector General of this State— ¥4 :

Was read a third time, and on the question, “ Shall the bill pass 7"
the yeas and nays were—

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos-
ten, Floyd, Lorrimer, Mosely, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey,
Walker, Wattg—15. '

Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks and Smith—2,

So the bill passed. 5 . .. .

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend the title of said bill so that. it read
as follows, viz ;

“ An act relative to the duties and compensation of the Adjutant
and Inspector General of this State.”

Which was adopted.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. :

A bill to be entitled, An act to organize the county of Holmes—

Was read a second time and referred to a special committee—said
committee consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Brett, and Avery.

House bill entitled, An Act to regulate the Pilotage of the Bar of
theRiver St, Johns, was read a secondtime.

Mr. Burritt moved to strike out the word “assigned” in tenth line
of section three, and insert therein “aggrieved,” which was adopted.

On motion of Mr, Burritt, said Lill was referred to a Select Com-
mittee. Said committee consisting of Messrs, Burritt, Sanderson
and Fairbanks. > ) ;

ITou-c bill entitled, An Act to more fully define the rates of, and
duty of pilotss for the port of Cedar Xeys, was read a second time,
and referred to a Select Commiittee.  Said Committee consisting of
Messrs. Sanderson, Moseley and Costen.

House bill entitled, An Act to facilitate the draining of the Twelvo
mile Swamp in the county of St. Jolins, was reada second time by

9
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ita title, and referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements.

A bill entitled, An Act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode of”
taxation, and for other purposes, was read a second time by its ti-
tle, and laid on the table.

Resolution relative to the sine die adjournment of the General
Assembly on the 22d instant, was read a second time,and ordered to:
be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.. )

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to the expenses of Flo-
rida Volunteers previous to being mustered in the United States ser-
vice, was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on
Taxation and Revenue,

House Preamble and Resoluttons relative to pre-emption rights in
this State—

Was read a second time and ordered for a third reading on to-
morrow.

Memorial and Resolution of the' General Assembly of the State of
Florida to the President, Post.master General, and the Congress of
the United States, on the subject of a Mail Route therein mentioned,

Was read a second time, and on moiton, the rule waived, read a
third time by its title and passed.

Preamble and Resolution in relation to certain sections of land

ranted by the U. 8. to the State of Florida for the purpose of fixing
gor Seat of Government—

Was read a second time by its title, and on motion the rule waived
and read a third time by its title and passed. ‘

Bill to be entitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage
lions—

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on Monday next.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday next, 10 o’clock.

Moxpay, December 13, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of Saturday were read
and approved. :

Mr. Avery moved, that the Governor be requested to inform the
Senate what action has becn taken by our Senators and Represen-

tive in Congress, and by Congress, upon the resolution $pproved.

Jan. 1, 1847, so far as the same relates to the portion gf surplus
revenue to which this State is entitled under the act of Congress of
23d July, A. D. 1836.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Avery moved, That the Register of Public Lands be request-
sd to- inform the Senate how many whole townships have been sur-
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~veyed to which the State ‘is entitled to the sixteenth sections—how
many fractional townships im which there are no sixteenth sections,
stating the number of sections in each of these townships—how ma-
ny fractional townships in which there are sixteenth sections, stating
the number of sections in each of these townships, Also, as nearas
may be, the number of sixteenth sections which are valueless on ac- -
count of the poverty of the soil. Also, what townships have ap-
pointed trustees to take charge of their sixteenth sections. What
benefit has been derived, either by the State or by any county or
town, from the grant by Congress of the sixteenth sections. What
amount of funds has been raised from the sixteenth sections, and in
whose hands those funds are placed.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, ask leave to
introduce a bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the
sale of lands granted to the State for purposes of Internal Improve.
ment.

Mr. Lorrimer gave notice that he would, on some future day,
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act for the relief of
the poor and destitute of Leon county, and to guard against the ac-
cumulation of pauperism.

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow-
ing Report: ; ‘

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the pream-
ble and resotutions introduced by the Senator from the 'sixth district,
to the effect, that the Judiciary of our State should be republicanised
Ly rendering all the judicial officers thereof elective by the people,
and for a term of years, beg leave to )

REPORT :

That they concur in the sentiments expressed in the preamble, that:
the pure administration of justice is of the highest consequence to
any people ; and while they admit that it is an incontrovertible truth,
that primarily the people have the right of electing directly to all
offices, and may exercise that right according to their pleasure, they
deny that it by any means follows, that all offices can be better filled
by a dircct vote, than by servants appointed for that purpose; they
deny, that because the executive and the legislative branches should
be elected by a popular vote,any evidence is thereby furnished, that
the Judges should be elected in the same way. {In this Republic the
distinction has always been made, (and with the happiest results too,)
not only in the General Government, but in the various States—the
Judges of Law and of Equity are never elected by popular vote.

" This rule, in one or two instances, has recently been departed from.

But the wisdom of those who framed the Federal Constitution, has
never heen doubted—as little has their patriotism. And yet, they
and their constituents, the people of the United States, who set out
with declaring, that their object was *“to form a more perfect union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common

(s
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defonce, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty,” ordained at the same time, that the President of the United
States should nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, appoint the Judges of the Supreme Court.

The people themselves declining to exercise this power, and vesting
it in the Executive and Legislative departments, was one of the means
by which THEY proposed *to establish justice, promote the general
wellfare, and secure to themselves and posterity, the blessings of Re-
publican Liberty,” Havetheybeen disappointed in their expectations?
Or, are we wiser than they? Has not unexampled prosperity been
the result of their foresight in this particular ; and through them has
. not wisdom been justified of her works? Then, as now, and at all
times, a judicial office was beyond all comparison, above all others,

a high, responsible, delicate, and most sacred trust ; and the commit.

tee believe, that in proportion to the high and sacred character of the
office, should be the care and circumspection with which it should be
filled. Dothe “ good people” of this State desire that that high office
which holds the balance of justice between man and man ; that looks
tothe fountainof eternal justice for its guide ; and emulates in the dispen-
sations of human justice,the wisdom and purity of heaven ; that asks the
sanction of the most high, rather than of man, for what it does, should
become the sport and foot.ball of electioneering demagogues? This
must be the inevitable result of the exercise of that power to which
the people are invited by the resolutions—a power which the people
with all the forms of constitutional solemnity have themselves deter-
mined no! to exercise.

The committee believe that a tolerable share of general informa-
tion, without profound knowledge in any particular department of
science, is usually all that is indispensible in the proper discharge of
Executive duties—they are ordinarily few, plain, and simple. They
may be found embodied almost entirely in the Constitution ; and they
depend by no means upon a precise and accurate knowledge of mu.
nicipal jurisprudence. ‘The committee believe thut hundreds of their
fellow citizens, whose lives have heen passed in agricultural pursuits,
might, like Cincinnatus, be czlled from the plough to the Executive
office, and fill it with credit to themselves and advantage to the State,
All experience justified this conclusion—and, to such offices, there
can be little danger of electing persons incompetent. And as to in-
tegrity, deplorable as the want of it might be, it may be asked, what
opportunity has a Governor of our State in the ordinary routine of his
duties, of exercising partially, or indulging in prejudice, at the ex.
pense of the just rights of one man over another? And jthe com-
mittee ask, what opportunity the Judge has not in this partitwlar ?

But the Judge, or the Chancellor, to be qualified, should bring with
him not only all the general information which may be sufficient in
the Executive and Legislative capacity, but he must besides bring
with him a profound knowledge of law as a particular science, and
to varied and intense reading must have been superadded practice.
While the Executive branch of the Government finds its duty clearly
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defined in the Constitution, and perhaps a few statutes, the Judicial
branch must be familiar not only with them, but with all law, national
and municipal, common and statute, civil, ecclesiastic, and military, all
over the civilized world, if its duties are upon all occasions to be dis-
charged with promptness and ability. And the committee believe,
that it is no disparagement of the intelligence of the people of this
or of any other State to imagine, that there are many, very many,
who_wou)d not only fail correctly to estimate the necessary qualifica- ,
tions, but would from necessity, he without the advantages to know
who possessed them, or to sufficiently discriminate between competi.
tors, if they did.

These remarks appl{ to those who as individuals have nothing in
particular to gain orto lose by the election of one man more than an-
other—who are free from litigation, and who desire only the good
of society generally. But how many in every community, are thus
free from direct personal interest 7 And with such, can there be any
doubt whose interast is paramount, their own, or that of society 7
Vast interests are at stake, and bitter conflicts arise hetween man and
man; wealth and opulence frequently arrayed against comparative
poverty—can there be any doubt that each will be likely accordin
to his means, to support the candidate which he deems his persona!
or political friend, and most likely to favor his pretensions? The
committee would inquire in what school of philosophy it is taught, and

- by what system o ethics it is allowed, that 2 man should select the

Judge to determine his own cause 7 If in priuciple it is not right in
one man, in no number of men cdn it be made right. But it may be
eaid, as contending interest may be nearly halanced between litigants,
it will be as fair for one as for another.  True, it may be-so.  But
does that sanctify a syster of polity that must of necessity induce men
to forget the public interest in pursuit of their own? The system
proposed by the resolution, addresses itself not to the patriotism, but
to the vindictive feeling and selfishness of every man in the State,
who either is, or is likely to be involved in litigation. Both sides of
a question can hardly be right ; and while he'who knows he is right,
desires his case to come before an honest and learned Judge, his an.
tagonist who is wrong, foresees that kis only chance of suecess is in
the intervention of weakness or depravity, or perhaps of both. What
would be said of a system that should propose the election of Jurors
by a direct vote for each term, or for any other period? As no man
has a right to be a judge in his own cause, so neither should he con-
tribute by his vole or his influénce to the' election or appointment of
the man to decide that cause. Until man and his nature be changed,
it is obvious, if such a system-were adopted, that parties litigant would
be exposed to temptations, to consult their own interest rather than
that of society, in the election of these public officers. T'o be sure,
Judges must be created in some way or another, and it should be by
authority of the people—but the committee are of opinion that the
task should be confided by the people to agents elected by them for
that purpose. .
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The foregoing are some of the reasons why the committee deema
change in the Constitution, so as to authorise the election of Judges
by a direct popular vote, unwise and inexpedient. The wishes of the

reat body of the people, when ascertained, muat be the acknowledged
ﬁxw. But if such is the wish of the people of this State, the com.
mittee are without any evidence whatever to that effect. Until a ma.
jority of the people of the State have in some way signified their dis-
satisfaction with the present Constitution, they believe jt the du.
1y of the Legislature to support it as itis. It is the guide placed in
their hands by the people ; and if that instrument is indeed suscepti.
ble of improvement, it would better comport with Republican modesty,
that their servants, the Legislature, should wait to hear from them on
the subject, than that they should obtrude their notions upon the peo-
ple. It is indeed an anomaly in government, that the Legislature is
permitted to attempt the alteration of a Constitution, which they are
sworn to support. It is wise that the people should have the right to
alter and abolish their Constitution ; but the theory of a Republican
Government proceeds upon the hypothesis that the Constitution is su-
perior to Legislative wisdom—and the committee beg leave to say,
that if there is any portion of the Constitution less dem: :ratic or re-
publican than another, it is in their opinion, not that portion which
requires the Legislature to make laws and appoint Judges, but that
which allows them to set up their opinions against the declared wishes
of the people, as found in the Constitution. .

‘That it is the right of the people to establish the Government, its
form and organization, is what all must assent to. = It is no new doc-
trine. Itoriginated with the patriots of the American Colonies, prior
to the revolution, It was what oocasioned tho revolution. It is the
starting point in the declaration of American independence, and is
the.fundamental principle of the American Constitution. Since the
formation of this Government, it has received the united sanction and
support of all parties. It has not been, and it cannot now be, called in
question—and, it is believed, that no preamble or resolution can add
force to this greatand irresistible truth. How, and what the Govern-
mentshall be in general as in particular, and how organised and ad-
aministered, it is for the people to say. Who questions it? Happily for
the stability of a democratic form of Government, no one. The right of
the people is then admitted. The best mode and manncr of exercis-
ing that right, whether by the people themselves ina body, or some-
times by representatives, is another question. One mode may be
better adapted to the accomplishment of a particular object than an.
other, and every good citizen of this State must be ansious- that this
right should be exercised in the most judicious way. ‘The resolutions
submitted, propose that the system prescribed by the people Ehould be
abandoned, and that judicial officers should be elected directly by the
people themselves, and this, because, in the language of the resolu.:
tion the people are capable (hoth in regard to intelligence and in.
tegrity) of selecting them. But the committee would enquire wheth-
2r this is any good reason for changing the Constitulian? Does i
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follow, that hecause the people are capable, their repi'enn(alivea in
the Legislature are not? What a commentary is this upon the in.
telligence of the people, that they select representatives less capable
than themselves! Baut the people have chosen to impose this duty
upon their agents;the Legislature—and why should that body distrust .
its own capacity, and say to the people, you had better do it yourselves-
—jyou can do it as well as we? The committee believe that the Le- .
gislature should be satisfied not only that the duty can be performed
by the people directly as well, but better; before they should decline
the responsibility, and ask the people to do it themselves. Is it any
good reason for changing a law, that it will be just as good when
changed as it was before? It is believed that ordinary legislative
enactments, should not be changed or altered upon idle experiment,
much less should the Constitution of the State. Utilitarians may
speculate upon the advantages of some other system, but sober calcu.
lation is contented with that system which has been tried and found
to answer the objects for which it was created.

For seventy years has our Federal Judiciary heen appointed by the
President of the U, States, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. During that period, who has doubted its wisdom or its in-
tegrity ? These appointments have been made by the ¥ xecutive and
Senate, because the people in their sovereign capacity had so directed.
Have the people E:d cause to regret it? When and where?

- Was it in the appointment of a Jay, or a Rutledge, a Cushing, an

Ellsworth, a Marshall, a Livingston, a Van Ness, a Story,a Thomp-
son or a Tafley? When and where has the learning and ability of
the Supreme Court of the United States been impeached, and who *
has gainsayed the justice and legslity of its decisions? If the prin-
ciple contended for by the resolution be sound; by analogy the Presi. .
dent and Senate are not the proper depositories of the power by
which that great forum of ultimate justice is appointed, and Republi.
can principles require that the people should resume it themselves.
But, if the power to appoint the Federal Judiciary has been found tor
be safe, and still continues to be safe in the President and Senate, the
Committee can see no reason in principle why the people of this
State have not acted wisely in confiding a similar power to their Se-
nate and House of Representatives.

As to limiting the term of office to years instead of life, or good
behaviour, the committee discover less objection to it—but uporr
that point as well as the other, they would not feel themselves author--
ised to recommend any alteration, unless they had some unequivocal
evidence that a majority of the people of this State desired it.

The committee therefore foel compelled ‘to express themselves:
against the adoption of the resolutions, and they ask the concurrence

of the Senate in this Report.
S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
- J. P. SANDERSON.
Which report was received and concurred in.



72

Mr. Fairbanks, from the minority of said Committes, asked leave
to present the following Report :

That the Resolutions referred to the Committee are not introduced
in the shape of an amendment or alteration of the Constitution, but
are merely a declaratory expression of the views of the Legislature in
reference to an alteration of the Constitution, and as such, they will,
if adopted, have no more force than as an expression of individual
opinions.

I see no benefit to be derived from such an expression. ‘These
resolutions seem to'me extra legislative, and precede the action of
the people. The passage of such resolutiona. might be proper if
passed by the people in their primary capacity.

I do not assent to the propriety of an arguwment upon the pros and
cons of these resolutions : nor do I assent to all the grounds and po-
sitions taken in the report of the Chairman and one member of said
Committee, and cannot, therefore, affix his name to their said Re.
port, but consider that such Resolutions should not be passed or
acted upon. : GEO. R. FAIRBANKS,

Of Judiciary Committee.

Which Report was received.

On motion, said reports were laid upon the table until to.morrow.

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow.
ing Report :—

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to
be entitled, An Actto authorise the qualified Electors of each county
within this State to elect Judges of Probate, ask leave to

REPORT :

That they have had the same under consideration. That they
are not aware that the experience furnished under the present mode
of appointing those officers, authorize the belief that any other mode
would be preferable. That until some evil under the present mode
is pointed out, and a reasonable prospect of obviating that evil by
some other mode is presented, the Committee would hesitate in re.
commending a change. Besides this, doubt is entertained by many,
and in which doubt the Committee participate, whether a proper
construction of the Constitution does not confine the power of ap-
pointing Judges of Probate to the Legislature.

The Committee, therefore, feel it their duty to report against the
passage of the said bill, and ask the concurrence of the Senate there-
in. 8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Floyd, said Report was laid upon the tabie un-
til to-morrow.

Mr. Burritt, from a Select Committee, presented the following
Report : ‘

The Select Committee, to whor was referred the House Bill en-
titled, & n Act to regulate the pilotage of the bar of the River St. John,
beg lezve o

REDPCRT:
That they have had the same under consideration, and return the

3.
same herewith with an amendment, and toask the concurrence of
the Senale therein. i 8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which report was received and concurred in; and the amendment
adopted. y

Mr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, made the following re.
ort : 3
The Select Committee to whom was referred the bill entitled,
An Act to more fiilly define the rates of, and duty of Pilots, for the
Ports of Cedar Keys,
REPORT :

That they have had the same under consideration, and beg leave
to report said bill back to the Senate without amendment, and re-
commend its passage. J. P. SANDERSON, Chairman,

Which report was received and concurred in.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act more particularly to define mort.
gage liens, P i

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass !
the yeas and nays were : Pow ‘

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Floyd,
Lorrimer, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Walker, Watts—12.

" Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, Tabor—>5.

So the bill passed. Title as stated. .

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

‘The bill to be entitled, An "Act to amend the 12th clause of the
5th article of the Constitution of this State, so that the Judges of the
Circuit Courts shall hold their office for six years instead of good
behavior,

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committes on A.
mendments and Revision of the Constitution. y

House bill entitled, An Act to regulate the pilotage of the River
St. Johns, - . :

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row. &

House bill entitled, An Act to more fully define the rates of; and
duty of pilots for the port of Cedar Keys, .

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-

» FOW. :

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to pre.emption rights in
this State, ;

Was read a third time and passed.

Engrossed Resolution relative to the sine die adjournment of the
Legislature on 22d instant, was read a third time, On the question
of its passage, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Burritt
and Brett, and were : .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Coss
tin, Floyd, Lorrimer, Sanderson, Tabor, Walker, Watts—12.

-~ 10 .
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Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tracey—5.
8o the resolution was adopted.

A Dill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the establishment of

Common Schools, came up on its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into:a Com.-
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair.

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. -

Which report was received and concurred in.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3-o’clock.

3 o’CLOCK, P. M.

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was
received and read ;

Execurive DeparTHENT,
December 13, 1847.
Gentlemen of the Senate :

In reply to your resolution of this date, requesting to'be informed
what action has been taken by our Senators and Representative in
Congress, and by Congress, upon the Resolution, approved January
1, 1847, so far as the same relates to the portion of Surplus Revenue
to which this State is entitled under the Act of Congress of 23d July,
A. D. 1836, I have the honor to inform you, that certified copies
of the Resolution mentioned, were forwarded to our §enators and
Representative in Congress immediately after the adjournment of
the last General Assembly; and, that no information has been re-
ceived .officially, at this Department, that Congress has had any
action upon the subject.

. Very respectfully,
; W. D. MOSELEY.

The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera-
tion of the bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the Establlsh.
ment of Commen Schools.

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments,
and asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration
thereof’;

Which report was concurred in.

On motion, said bill was placed among the orders of the day for
to-morrow.

House Resolutions relative to the appointment by the Governor
of Justices ofthe Peace,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second rcz}'ding to-
morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An Act to prescribe an equal and uniform.

mode of taxation and for other purposes,
Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson,

the Senate resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on said-

bills, Mr. Sanderson in the Chair.
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After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by (heir
“Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

Which report was concurred in.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock-

Tuespay, December 14, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A qiorum being present; the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved. : .

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be enti.
tled, An act to amend an act to provide for the sale of lands granted
to the State for the purposes of Internal Improvements,

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
1o0-morrow, )

Pursuant to previeus notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be
‘entitled, An act in relation to fines and forfeitures, .

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-
morrow.

_ Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would on some future day, ask leave
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to make the Judgeship of the
Bouthern Jugicial Circuit permanent within that Circuit:

Mr. Lorrimer moved, the House of Representatives concurring,
that the two Houses of the General Assembly go into the-election of
Register of Public Lands for this State on to-morrow, 15th instant, *
-at 12 o’clock, A. M. i o i

Which motion was lost,

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced a bill to be
entitled, An act to prescribe the fees of the Attorney General of this
State in certain cases., s

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second.reading to-
-morrow, '

Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported the
bill entitled, An act for the relief of Asa B. Clark, assignee of Thom-
as M. White, as correctly enrolled.

Mr. Moseley, from the committee on Internal Improvements, pre-

» sented the following report ; -

The committee to whom was referred the bill entitled, “ An act to
facilitate the draining of the Twelve Mile Swamp in the counly of
-8I1. Johns,” beg leave to.

REPORT: | o
That they have examined the said bill, and report the same back
‘with the recommendation that the same do pass. .
) . W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman.
Which report was received and concurred in.
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Mr. Floyd, from the commiltee on Corporations, presented the fol.
lowing report :

The Committee on Corporations, to whom was referred the mes.

of the Governor in relation to the Taxes imposed by liw on the
Capital Stock of the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company,
beg leave to v
REPORT:

That the Institution in question, although insolvent, continues 1o
claim the exercise of corporate privileges in .this State, to have a
President and Cashier, to prosecute suits, and to appear and be re.
ceived in the Courts of this State, and to collect and receive moneys
by and of the process of this State, as well as by compromise and
otherwise, and to enjoy almost all the like privileges exercised by
natural persons in this State. That notwithstanding the privileges
enjoyed by this Institution, it not only makes no provision for the pay-
ment of its circulation in the hands of citizens of this State, but ut-
terly refuses to contribute, and pay to the State the assessments of
tazes against il, made under authority of its charter, to support the
authorities of the State, the aid of which it so often invokes. Doubt.
Jees the refusal to pay the assessments does not arise from disability
to pay. The advantageous seltlements and compromides so often
made by the Institution repel any such suggestion. The refusal is
obstinate and wilful, and must be the result of a settled determination
to reserve the funds of the Institution for less lawful purposes, to
take advantage of the deficiencies of the present remedies afforded
by law for the collection of taxes assessed against pérsons natural
and artificial, who have no property liable to execution, to refuse to
aid in any wise, in defraying the expenses of the State—to claim po-
sition superior to any of our citizens—in fine, to continue in that
course of iniquity which has marked the course of this Institution
from its organization to the present day, and which has reflected
more dishonor and disgrace upon the credit, name and fame of Flo.
rida, than any and all other like Institutions heretofore chartered by
the Territory of Florida. Under these circumstances, your Com-
mittee are of opinion that the most vigorous remedies should be pro.

vided for the collection of these assessments, And as all privileges
" and rights not natural, enjoyed under a Government, may be made
dependenrt upon the duty to contribute to the expenses of the Govern.
ment, your Committes recommend that provisions be made by law,
debarring this Institution from obtaining the aid of any proz':u of
this State in the collection of its claims, while it remains in arrears
for taxes assessed. Such remedy, though severe, would not, in the
opinion of the Committee, be beyond the authority of this General
Assembly to provide. The right to the process of this State is al.
ready dependent upon the payment of Clerk’s and Sheriff’s fees,
and the right of suffrage, quite as important as the right to legal
process has not unfrequently, (however unwise,) in other States,
been made dependent upon the payment of taxes by the individual
claiming to exercise the right. And although your Committes

<
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would never tolerate the exercise of the right to restrict in such
manner the right of suffrage in this State, they humbly submit that
the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company cannot lay claim
to an exemption from so severe a restriction of its rights, when it
presents itself, in the present position, before the authority of the
Btate, to ask the aid of legal process. :

In addition, your Committee recommend that the interest of said
Company in any bond and mortgage, note or other chose in action,
ma‘{ be made subjeet to sale for the payment of the said assessment,
and all other assessments hereafter to be made against it,

And in furtherance of their views, the Committee report a bill
herewith. :

All of which is respectfully submitted.

LR ROB. J. FLOYD, Chairman.

Which report was received. .

Mr. Avery moved to lay said report upon the table, on which the
yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and Fairbanks, and
were— y

Yeas—Mr., President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lorri-
mer, McMillan, Priest, Sanderson, Tracey, Walker, Watts—12.

Nays—Messrs, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Smith, Tabor
_ So the Report was laid on the table. S :
The following communication was- transmitted to His Excellency
the Governor s

SenaTe Cuamper, Dec. 14, 1847.
His Excellency W. D. MoseLEy, Governor :

Sir—The following bill, passed by the General Assembly, and
signed by the presiding officers of the two Houses, is sent for your
consideration, viz : ‘ ’

An Act for the relief Asa B. Clark, Assignee of Thomas M. White,

Very respectfully, ;
] C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow.
ing Report: .

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to
be entitled, An Act to provide for the payment of Jurors, ask leave to

' REPORT: »

» That they have had the same under consideration, and return the
same, with amendments, herewith to the Senate for its consideration,
; S. L. BURRITT, '
J. B. SANDERSON,
R. J. FLOYD,
- G. R. FAIRBANKS.

The following message was received from the House and read:

. House oF RepresentaTIvVES, Dec. Oth, 1847,
Hon. President of the Senate :
81z : The following resolution has this day passed the House, viz :
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida, That both Houses of the General Assembly aforesaid,
will proceed to.morrow, at 12 o’clock, to the election of a Register
of Public Lands, Clerk of the Supreme Court, and Judge of the
Southern Judicial Circuit for this State.

Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives.

The resolution therein contained was read the first time, and or-

dered for a second reading on-morrow.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The Report of the Judiciary Committee, on the bill providing for
4he Election of Judges of Probate, was taken from the Orders, read,
received and concurred in.

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Tracey allowed to move
that 500 copies of the preamble and resolution relative to the Elec.
tion of Judges by the People, and 500 copies of the Report of the
Judiciary Committee thereon, and the minority Report of Mr. Fair-
banks, of said Committee, be printed ;

Which motion prevailed. /

The bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the establishment of
Common Schools,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act to more fully define the rates of, and
duty of Pilots for the port of Cedar Keys, was read a third time by
its title. On the question, Shall the bill pass? the yeas and nays
were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson,
“Tracey, Walker, Watis—15.

Nays—None. ,

Sothe bill passed. Title as stated.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to reconsider the order to engross the bill en-
titled, An act to provide for the establishment of Comnion Schools.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend said bill by inserting the enacting
«<lause.

Which motion prevailed, and the bill ordered to be engrossf‘d fora
third reading to-morrow. /

House bill entitled, An act to regulate the Pilotage of the bar ef
1he River St. Johns.

Mr. Sanderson moved to waive the Rule and read said bill by its
title.

Which was lost.

Said bill was read a third time, and on the question, * Shall tbe
bill pass1” the yeas and nays were—

9

Yeas—Mr. President, Messra. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair. -
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan,- Moseley, Priest, Sanderson,
Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watts—17.

Nays—None.

8o the bill passed—title as stated.

House bLill eatitled, An act to facilitate the draining of Twelve
Mile Swamp, in the county of St. Johns—

Was read a second time. )

Mr. Sanderson moved to waive the Rule and read said bill a third
time. ' ‘ .

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sanderson
and Floyd, and were—

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brett, Lorrimer, McMillan,
Sanderson, Tracey, Walker—8. '

Nays—>Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley,
Priest, Smith, Tabor—9.. -

So the Senate refused to waive the rule. ‘

So said bill was ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An act to enforce the payment of taxes as.
sessed, and to be assessed, against all institutions claiming corporate
privileges in this State—

Was read the first time, and 75 copies ordered to be printed.

. Mr. Floyd moved to waive the rule, and read said bill a second
time. e

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Tabor, and were— ¢

Yeas—Messrs. Austin, Brett, Costin, Floyd, McMillan, Tabor—6.

Nays—Mr. President, Messra. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorri-
mer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tracey, Walker, Watts—12.

So the Senate refused to waive the rule. *

The bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of Jurors
and State Witnesses— :

Was read a second time.

Mr. Floyd moved to waive the rule and read said bill a third time.

On which the yeas and nays were called by Messrs. Floyd and
Tracey, and were— ;

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Floyd, McMillan,
Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watts—12.

Nays—Mr President, Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Lorrimer, Mose-

+ley, Smith—6. .

So the Senate refused to waive the rule.:

Mr. Austin moved to postpone said bill indefinitely.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs: Sander-
son and Tracey, and were : -

Yeas—Messrs. Austin, Brett, Lorrimer—3.

Nays—Mr, President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, McMillan, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker,
Watts—14, ‘

So the Senate refused to postpone said bill indefinitely.

= ¢
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Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on fo.
mOrrow. .

House Resolutions relative to the appointment by the Governor of
Justices of the Peace,

Was read a second time.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

p—
3 o'crock, Pp. M.

The Senate proceeded with the Orders of the day.

House resolution relative to the appointment by the Governor of
Justices of the Peace, )

Mr. Fairbanks moved to lay upon the table.

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Floyd moved to lay upon the table until Friday next.

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Sanderson moved to lay upon the table until to-morrow.

‘Which motion prevailed.

The Senate resumed, in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Sander.
son in the Chair, the consideration of the bill to be entitled, An Act
to prescribe an equal and uniform mode of taxation, and for other
purposes ;

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again;

Which report was concurred in. ‘

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

WebpnNEspay, December 15, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved.

Mr. Fairbanks moved that a Committee be appointed to inquire
of the House of Representatives, whether the Resolutions passed by
the House, and transmitted to the Senate, relative to the appointment
of Justices of the Peace, are founded upon any documents or papers
in the possession of the House; and that the House be requested to
transmit such papers and documents, if any, to the Senate, in pursu-
ance of the Sixth Joint Rule. !

Which motion prevailed.

Messrs. Fairbanks, Mosely, and Priest, were appointed said com
miltee.

Mr. Floyd moved, the House of Representatives concurring, that
the two Houses of the General Assembly go into the Elecfion of
Register of Public Lands for this State on to-morrow, 16th instant, at
12 o’clock, M.
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On whichthe yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Smith, and were— ; , s s

Yeas—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor
-8, . I
Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, McMillan,
Banderson, Walker, Walts—8,

So the Senate refused to adopt said motion. :

- Mr. Avery gave notice that he would on to.-morrow ask leave to

introduce a biﬁto provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted .
by Congress to the State for the support of public schools, and for
consolidating the school fund. i

Mr. Watts, from the committee on Tazxation and Revenue, present.
ed the following report :

Thé Committee on Taxation and Revenue to whom was referred
a certain Preamble and Resolutions, from the House touching expen-
ses incurred by individuals of this State in subsisting, organising and
transporting to the place of rendezvous, the Florida Volunteers raised
for the War ‘with Mexico, by authority of the State upon requisi-
tions from the War Department of the Federal Government, ask
ing leave to :

REPORT:

That they have had the' same under consideratibn, that they most
heartily concur in the object of the said Preambld‘and. Resolutions,
ahnd recommend their passage, and ask the concurrence of the Senate
therein, . .

JOSEPH B. WATTS, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in.

The committee appointed to enquire of the House of Representa-
tives relative to certain Resolutions passed by the House, reported
that they had informed the Speaker of the House, and that the, House
would take immediate action thereon. i S

Mr. Floyd, from a Select Commiitee, presented the following Re+
port : 3
The undersigned, a Select Conmittee, to whom was referred a
bill to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of Holmes, beg
leave respectfuily to, ;

. REPORT
the bill back, without amendment: The Committee cannot let so
favorable an opportunity pass, without stating some of the inconve-

¥ niences. which the people who seek to incorporate themselves

within the county proposed, labor under. They live, in many cases,
from thirty to fity miles distance from the Court House in Marianna
and the Court House of ‘Walton county ; that they, in many cases,
are poor, and unable to attend the Court at so great a distance,
without some remuneration ; that, under the existing law, they have -
never received pay for attendance on the Court; and they are thus
subjected twice a year for Court purposes, and once a year for mus.
ter duty. .

: 11
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They, said Committes, therefore deem it nothing more than: jus-
tice to these people, that the proposed bill be passed.
R. J. FLOYD, Chgirman.
Which Report was received and concurredin.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

House bill entitled, An Act to facilitate the draining of the Twelve
Mile Swamp in the County of St. Johns, ’

‘Was read a third time by its title, and on the question, Shall the-
bill pass? the yeas and nays were : =

Yeae—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Floyd, Mc-
Millan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, ‘['abor, Tracey, Walker,
Watts—14. '

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Bill to bé entitled, An Actto prescribe the fees of the Attorney.
General of this State in certain cases,

Was read a secend time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee..

Bill to be entitled, An Act in relation to Fines and Forfeitures,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by inserting after * paid” where
it occurs the second time in line sixth of section 1, * by the Board of
County Commissioners or other officers  having charge of the same,
to the Sheriff of said county, to be by him paid into the Treasury of
the State ;” fi0

Which amendment was adopted, and the bill ordered to be en-

rossed for a third reading to-morrow.

A bill to be entitled, An act to organize the County of Holmes,

‘Was placed among the orders for to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to provide for the sale
of lands granted to the State for the purpose of internal improvement,

‘Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to.morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to enforce the payment of taxes assessed
and to be assessed against all institutions claiming corporate privile:
ges in this State,

Was read a second time.

M. Floyd moved to amend by striking out “ of the existence” at.
the end of line 1, section 3.

Which motion prevailed. ' 7

On the question to engross said bill, the yeas and nays were call-
ed for by ﬁaun. Burritt and Floyd, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smill’. Tabor,.
Walker, Wattse—14. /

Nay—Mr. Burritt—1.

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to.mor-
TOW-

e
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‘Engrossed bill.entitled, An act to provide for the establishment of
Common Schools, &c., 4

Was read a third time by its title, and on the question, * shall this
bill pass?” the yeas and nays were : :

. Yéas—Mr, President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Ta-
bor, Tracey, Walker, Waits—16. 7 °

Nays—none. -

So the bill passed. Title as stated. :

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to provide for the payment of Ju-
rors and State Witnesses, : i

‘Was read a third time, and on the question * shall this bill pass?”
the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messts. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, McMil-
an, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Walker, Watts—11.

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Lorrimer, Smith—3. . ¢

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordéred that the same be certified to the House.

House preamble and resolutions relative to the expenses-of Florida
volunteers previous to being mustered into the United States service,

Were read a second time. .

Mr. Avery moved to amend by adding :

Provided, nevertheless, That should the General Government
neglect to make provision for the payment of the expenses ahove
mentioned during the present session of Congress, the Governor
shall cause the same tobe paid out of the contingent fund.

Which amendment was adopted, and ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading to-morrow. . F )

House resolution, adopted yesterday, relative to election of officers
to-morrow, (to-day,)

Was read a second time.

Mr. Burritt moved to amend by striking out “ to-morrow,” and.in.
serting “Tuesday next.” .

Which was adopted, and the resolution, as amended, ordered fc
a third reading to.morrow. . -

House Resolution relative to the appointment by the Governor of
Justices of the Peace—

Was read a second time.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to lay said bill upen the table.

Which motion was lost. ¢ ;

Mr. Avery moved to refer ta the Judiciary Committee, with in.
structions to report the proper action to be taken thereon.

Which motion prevailed, and the committee instructed.

Bill to be entitled, An act to facilitate 'Internal Improvements, and
to authorise and regulate partnerships for that purpose—

On motion of M. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a
committee of the. whole on said bill—Mr, Lorrimer in the Chair.
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After same time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again,

Which report was concurred in.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock,

3 o’crock, r. M.

The Senate proceeded with the orders.

‘The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera.
tion of the bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate in-
tetnal improvements, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for
that purpose.

After some time spent thergin, the committee rose, and by their
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to he discharged from the further consideration thereof.

Which report was concarred in.

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-mor.
row.

The Senate resumed, in Committee of the Whole, the considera.
tion of the bill to be entitled, An Act to prescribe an Equal and
Uniform mode of Taxation, and for other purposes ; !

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, with amendments,
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof;

Which report was concurred in.

Ordered, that said bill be read a second time to-morrow.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow, 10 o’clock.

Tnurspay, December 16, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain,

A quorum being preseat, the proceedings of yesterday were read,
amended and approved.

On motion of Mr, Fairbanks, leave of absence was granted to
Mr. Sanderson for a few days.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to pro-
vide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted by Congress to the
State for the support of Public Schools, and for consolidating the
School Fund ; |

Which was read the first time, and ordered to be printed,

Mr. Sanderson presented the petition of Major General Jas. G.
Cooper, relative to certain alterations of the Constitution ;

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on Militia, with
instructions to report a bill amending the Constitution in the point
suggested in the petition.

Mr. Tracey, from the Committee on Militia, presented the follow.

ing Report :
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The Committes on Militia, to whom was referred the petition of
eundry officers of the First Regiment of Florida Cavalry, praying the
repeal of the present law -prescribing the system of discipline and
drill of the Regular Cavalry of the United States, as the guide and
eystem of the Cavalry of this State, have had the same under con-
sideration, and ask leave to submit the following

REPORT:

That they do not, for several reasons, think it advisable to' chan,

- the drill of the Militia of the State. But a fow of the officers of the
Regiment have sought the alteration by. signing the petition, and
your Committee have no means of knowing the wishes of the others,
Again, should the troops of the State be called to act in concert with
the Regular Army of the United Btates, it would be of the utmost
importance to have but ene system of drill and discipline. For
these reasons they do. not feel at liberty to recommend any change
in the present law on the subject.

All of which is respeetfully submitted. :
E: D. TRACEY, Chairman.
H. H. WALKER.

Which Report was received and concurred in.

Mr. Tracey, from the Committee on Militia, presented the follow.
ing report : ; ‘

The Commijttee on Militia, to whom was referred the communica.
tion of His Excellency the Govertior, in relation to the safe keep.
ing of the Public Arms and the compensation of the Quarter Master
General, have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to
make the following :

REPORT:

They believe that, with some few additional securities, the build.
ing where the arms are now kept would be a safe depository for
them, and recommend that it be contracted for, and the necessary al.
terations made to render them secure, ;

They would also recommend that the arms belonging to the State,
uow lying at Apalachicola, be.brought hither, and deposited with
the others. 3 T g

They believe it wrong to. exact the present onerous duties of the
Quarter Master General, without rendering him a fair compensa.

¥ tion for his services. The care of the publiz arms devolves upon
him, and is a laborious and troublesome one. - They are of opinion
that he ought to receive a salary of at least 200 dollars per annum.

Entertaining these views, they herewith report bills to effect the
same, and ask to be discharged from further consideration of the
subject. E. D. TRACEY, Chairman.

: H. H. WALKER.

Which was laid upon the table until to-morrow.

M. Burritt, from the Judiciary committee, presented;the following
report : g
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The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed to bring in
a bill so amending the law of Elections, as to have the State Offi
<ers, and Electors of President and Vice President, elected upon the
same day, ask leave to report the accompanying bill, and to ask the
concurrence of the Senate therein.

8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which Report was received and concurred-in.
Mr. Brett, from a Select Committee, presented the following re.
rt '

The Select Committee, to which was referred a bill to define the
bouandary of Jackson county, beg leave to

REPORT:

That from all the information they can obtain, the bill ought te
pass without any further amendment. To take the district of coun-
try asked for by the Senator from Washington, would carry the
eastern boundary of that county to within eleven miles of the county
seat of Jackson county. It would disturb the boundary of the latter
county as it existed from 1833, until the last session of the General
Assembly. That, judging from the representations of the members
from that county in both branches of the present Assembly, the peo-
ple of that county, as well as those living within the line{proposed
by the Senator from Washington, are opposed to any change of the
houndary of Jackson, as it previously existed. And inasmuch as
the present bill only purposes to define its boundary, and claims no
territory from the other county, we conceive it wouldbe but an act
ol justice to pass it. JOHN BRETT, Chairman.

Which was read, and laid upon the table until to.morrow.

The following message was received from the House of Repre.
sentatives, and read :

House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Dec. 16, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir: Enclosed are the documents upon which is founded the * Res.
olution in relation to the commissioning by the Governor of Justices
of -the Peace to fill certain vacancies,” and which were overlooked
in the transmission to the Senate of said resolution. i

Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

The documents accompanying said message were referred to the

Judiciary Committee.

ORDERS OF THE DAY,

Bill to be entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode
of taxation, and for other purposes ;

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a
Comnmittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their

F
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ehmirman reported the bill back to'the Senate with amendments, and'
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereofi

Whicki report was concurred jn. - .

Mr. Floy:g)?noved_ to postpone said bill indefinitely.

‘Which motion was lost. . : .

On the: question to engross said bill for a third reading to-morrow,
the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Lorrimer. and Walker;
and were: ' ; )

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, McMil-
lan, Sanderson, Smith, Tracey—8.

Slays—Meu'm. Austin, Costin, Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Walker,
Watts—7. . .

So the bill was ordered to be enjgrossed for a third reading to-mor.
mw‘ s

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate
jnternal improvements, and to authorize and regulate partnerships
tor that purpose, :

Was read a third time. e

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by inserting after “ own,” in line
3, of section 13, the words, * or an interest in.”

Which was unanimously adopted.

On the question, “shall the bill pass1”” the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanksy
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tracex,' Watts—11. |

Nays—Mesars. Austin, Floyd, Lorrimer, Smith, Walker—5.

So the bill passed. - Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to enforce the payment of taxes

assessed, and to be assessed, against all institutions claiming corpor:
rivileges in this State, ]
ate“g“ refd a third lime‘; and on the question, *shall the bill pass ?""

o yeas and 'nays were : -
th Yveas-Mr. P{esidenl. Messrs, Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks;

Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, 8mith, Tabor, Tra-
cey, Walker, Watts—15. !

Nay—Mr. Burritt—1. .

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

Y : 3 ‘o’crock, P. M.

The Senate proceeded with the Orders of the day.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to provide for (he’
sale of lands granted to the State for the purpose of Internal Im=
provement, .

Was read a third time, and laid upon the table.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act in relation to fines and forfeitures,

‘Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass ?
the yeas and nays were: ;

= 4
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Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Costin, McMillan, Mose.
ley, Priest, Tracey, Walker—8.
Nay—Mr. Austin—1.
So the bill passed. Title as l.tated.
Ordered that the same be certified 1o.the House. i
House preamble and resolutions relative to the expenses of Flori-
da Volunteers previous to being muatered into the Un:ted'Statol
o d a third ti d passed.
Were read a third time an A .
R:sﬁulion relative to the election of Register of Public Lands
and other officers on Tuesday next,
oy iy thirddlim?. id resolution upon the table
itt to lay said resoluli s
gr? Ellln::h trl:l: ';eas ant,i nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd
d were : )
‘N’Y::Vn.s--‘“‘‘livli’r.a I‘:reaident, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, McMillan, Sander-
-—6' . .
smi\,*grsaf{leurs. Avery, Costin, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, Smith,
Walker—8. .
Taggrl'he geneate refused to lay the resolution upon the table.
Mr. Burritt moved to postpone said resolution indefinitely. .
On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Austin
d 3 ) L
mg’e‘z:ﬁgi:i’r;g:m, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Coslm,’l'j‘loyd, Mec-
i Tabor, Tracey, Walker—9. o
Mlllﬁll‘;;;—?\leurn. AuZ&in, Mowleyi Priest, Sn:denon, Smith—5.
i lution was indefinitely postponed.
sl,}(:llu’::)db?seonrillled, An Act to organize the county of Holmes,
‘Was read a second time.
[ fored the following amendment : .
i[;é Sa:t 't]::r;gg .:f ‘:{1‘; seclion’-:Pn_mded' L :I'hat the said coun-
ty shall not be entitled to a Representative, unt!l, bg the ccmusﬁ il]:
t{n]l appear that the two counties from which this said cpgnty sha
be mkgn shall have the requisite number, ur!der the provision of the
apportionment law remaining in said counties afier the said county
hall be taken therefrom.
Of%oﬂzzﬁs \:'aa; adopt:d, and the bill placed among the orders for
m.gi(l’rt‘::“;;e entitled, An Act to provide for the safe keeping of the
i { this State, )
Pu‘c‘lv’l:sl:;::lstﬁat f;:st ti?ne, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-

r(wl;-ill to be entitled, An Act to establish the salary of the Quarter

Mw:: f';e(:l:lel'i::'ﬁrst time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-

B i i i f. holding elec
ill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the time o
Iio?sl}‘;:d l":::-e ltln:ldin’g the regular sessions of the General Assembly,
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Was read the first time, and ordered for a second rt;adihg to-mor-

row. :

The following communication from the Register of Public Land
was received, and read : :
. . Orrice oF Reeister or Pusric Laxps,

; - Tallahassee, Dec. 16, 1847,

Stx :—1I have received a copy of a Hesolution, adopted by the Sen-
ate, calling on me for information relative o the school lands.

Believing that I can impart the information desired more satisfac--
torily otherwise than by answering the interrogatories simply as they
are propounded, I shall reply accordingly. And as well to justify my
apparent deviations from the coursé indicated in'the resolution, as to
make the whole matter intelligible, I shall give an extract from the
Act of Congress of May :20th, 1826, and refer to the Act of 15th
June, 1844, making provision for the support of schools,

Eztract from Act of 1826.

“ For each township or fractional township, containing a greater
quantity of land than three quarters of an entire township of land,
(that is to say more than 17,280 acres,) one section is to be reserved.

For each fractional township, containing a greater quantity of land
than one half, and not more than three quarters of a township, (that
is to say, more than 11,520 acres, and less than 17,280 aeres,) three
quarlers of a section are 1o be reserved,

For each fractional township containing a greater quantity of land
than one quarter, and not more than one half of a township, (that is
to say, more than 5,760 acres and not more than 11,530 acres,) a
half section is-to be reserved.

'or each fractional township containing a greater quantity of land
than one entire section, and not more than one quarter of a township,
(that is to say, more than 640 acres, and not more than 5760 acres,)
one quarler section is to be reserved.

The: act of 15th June, 1844, provides that when 16th sections are
covered * either in whole, or in part, by confirmed or valid private
claims, other lands may be selected in lieu thereof.” .

By a construction put upon these acts by the Land Bureau at Wash-
ington, this State js precluded from selecting. other lands in lieu of
16th sections embraced in the Arredondo Grant, and the Forbes pur-
chase. 'This construction, being incompatible with the uninstructed
provisions of ‘the act of 1844, it is impossible to conceive on what it
is based. The effect of thedecision, however, which is detrimen-
tal to Florida, can be obviated only by an act of Congress declarato-
ry of the meaning and intent of the act of 1844. )

Computing the quantity of school lands to which this State is enti.
tled according to the said acfs, and decision, in those portions of the
State, the surveys of which have been approved and placed in the

district land offices, (in such only can selections be made, ) the follow-

ing is the result.

The whole:number of townships, including those which are frac-
12
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tional, is 734, Of thesa there are 551 containing whole 16th sec:
tions ; and there are 183 in which the 16th sections are deficient;
some wholly; others partly. . g

The aggregate quantity to which these deficient townships are
entitled under the act of 1828, is, 57,548 17-100 acres. They have
16,811 6.100 acres, and want 40,737 11 to fill their compliments,

Within the unsurveyed parts of Florida there are about 700 town.
ships in which the State is entitled to school lands. Without in-
specting these lands, it is impossible to say, with any degree of ac-
curacy, how many are “valueless,” and as' statistical information
vaguely derived is not only useless, but often mischievous, I- must re-
frain from making a statement founded on uncertain rumor.

In my late annual report I adverted to the difficulty of selecting:
proper agents in conformity with the act of 1846. Subsequent to
the time fixed by said act when the duty of making appeintments
should devolve on the Register, it has been impossible for me to
discharge such duty beneficially, without totally neglecting more ur-
gent business. And for the same reason I have not been able to ac-

quire any definite information, in regard to the school lands hereto--

fore appropriated.

If the Legislature should adopt my suggestions relative to the elee-
tion of agents, all the information now wanting, and much more, may
be obtained. But il that suggestion should be acted on, it'would be
advisable to provide for the early appointment of such agents toact
until the period prescribed for the regular election. '

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN BEARD,
Register of Public Lands.
To the Hon. D. G. M'LEax,
President of the Senate.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

Fripax, December 17, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and
approved.

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Judiciary Committee be instructed
to report a bill declaring the burning of Court Houses anl other
public buildings, felony, and to provide for their punishment, and to
prevent the uttering of counterfeit money in this State ;

Which motion prevailed, and the Committee instructed.,

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en.
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+itled, An Act to make permanent the Judgeship of the Southern
Judicial Circuit, -

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow. ‘

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Watls introduced a bill to be
entitled, An Act concerning Attachments in this State ; ;

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow. )

Mr. Smith gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to-amend an act
regulating the Statute of Limitations. :

Mr. T'abor, from the Committes on Amendments and Revision of
the Constitution, presented the following report :

The Committee .om Amendments and Revision of the Constitu.
tion, to which was referred a bill entitled, An Act to amend the 12th
clause of the 5th article of the Constitution of this State, so that the
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall hold their offices for the term of
six years instead of during good behavior, have instructed me to

REPORT :

That the Committee has given the subject referred to it that ma-
ture and earnest consideration which its importance demands. The

_ Committee recommend the passage of the bill, and would urge upon

the General Assembly the necessity of action upon the subject at
this session,s for the reason, that if its consideration should be’ post-
poned to another year, the amendments preposed could not' be adopt-
ed under the requirements of the, Constitution, until an election will |
have been had of those officers to hold during good behavior. Such
a state of things would present difficulties which may be obviated by
the prompt action of this General Assembly. T'o those who object -
to the amendments on the ground that they are not advised as to
the wishes of the people on the subject, the Committee ‘would say
that by adopting the amendments proposed, the whole matter would
be submitted to the people, and their will would be expressed by
the Representatives whom they send to the next session of the Gen-
eral Assembly. )
All which is respec:fully submitted.
) g : W. TABOR, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in. :

Mr. Fairbanks, from a Joint Select Committee, prescnted the
following report : .

The Joint Select Committee appointed to report what disposition
should be made of the alteratjons to the. Constitution of this State,
agreed to at the present session— )

‘REPORT :

Thatthey recommend that the engrossed bills passed hy each House
be examined and compared with the original enrolled bills signed by

-
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the officers of the two Houses at the last session, by the respective
enrolling committees, acting jointly, and that after such examination
and the report of the same, that the respective officers of the two
Houses certify upon the original enrolled bills of the last session
aforesaid, that “ the within alierations have been agreed to by two
thirds of each House of the General Assembly, at the present session,
and in the manner prescribed and in conformity to the provisions of
Art, 14, of the Constitution of this State.” .
G. R. FAIRBANKS,
Chairman Senate Committee.
THOMAS H. HAGNER,
Chairman House Committee.
Which report was received and concurred in.
The following message from the House of Representatives was
received and read :
House or ReprEsENTATIVES, Dec. 15th, 1847.
Hon. President of the Senate :
81 :—The amendments proposed by the Senate to a House bill
entitled, An Act to regulate the Pilotage of the Bar of the River St.
Johns, have been concurred in by the House,

Very respectfully,
' W.B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the time of holding E.
lections, and for holding the regular session of the General Assembly,

Was placed among the orders for to-morrow, and 75 copies or-
dered to be printed.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to establish the salary of the Quarter
Master General of the State,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow. i

The report of the Committee on Milltia, relative to the Public
Arms of the State, which was yesterday laid upon the table, and
placed among the Orders ofto-day, was read and received.

On the question of concurring in said report, the yeas and nays
were called for by Messrs. Tracey and Floyd, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker—12.

Nays—Messrs. Burritt, McMillan, Watts—3. i ’

So the report was concurred in.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the safe-keeping of the
Public Arms of this State,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for/a third
reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of Holres,

Was laid upon the table.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th
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article of the Constitution of this State, so that the Judges of the
Circuit Courts, shall hold their offices for a term of six years instead
of during good behavior, H

Was placed among the-orders for to-morrow.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

3 0'CLOCEK, P. M.

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uni.
form mode of taxation, and for other purposes—
n\}quread a lhirddti.me.
r. Austin moved that a committee be appointed to wai
Brgu to l:eche_ivlt: his vote and record it. i Sen s
n which the yeas and nays were called ]
lmdY Ws]k;;, and 3w:vere-- " led for By Mowens My
eas—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Lorri illan,
Waltor Waae o, 3 \ , Lorr mer.. McM;llan, Tabor,
Nays—Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costen, Fai i
Smith{ Wi Vs Z » Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest,
So the Senate refused.” -
Messrs. Austin and Walker demanded a call of the Senate, where-
upon, there were present— e
Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
{.;rrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker,
atts.
Mr. Tracey moved that the absentees be noted upon the Journal ;
Which was lost. : T
Mr. Austin moved to send the Sefgeant-at-Arms after the absent
members ; ' :
Which motion was lost.
On the question, Shall the bill pass ? the yeas and nays were :
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey—11. :
Nays—Messrs. Austin, Lorrimer, Walker, Watts—4,

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House, . -

The rule being waived, Mr. Lorrimer moved that Mr. Walker
have leave of absence until Monday next, ’

- }V}’bich \.lv{as g]nnted. ) >
ouse Resolution. expressive of thanks to Messrs. Rand
Brockenbrough and Baker, Exariners of Thompson’s Digeut,n wh
Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.
morrow.

‘Bill to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth Sections granted by
Congress to the State for the support of Public Schools, and for
cowlidat}ng r;:l;e Schsool Fund,

¥as referred to a Select Committee, consisting. A
Burritt and Fairbanks. ' R Moo ey
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The rule being waived, Mr. Tracey, from the- ittee i
litia, was allowed to present the I'ollov{’ing reptl::t C N
_ The Commiltee on the Militia, to whom was referred the peti
tion o.l' Major General James G. Cooper, relative to certain il!era:
tions in the Constitution, have had the same under consideration, and
ask leave to '

REPORT :

That they fully concur with the views of the petitioners, an
lieve the pr;oposed amendment would prove highﬁ; beneﬁr:}nl t;l :'I:Ge
Militia. They therefore submit the following bill, and ask to be
discharged from further consideration of the subject.

E. D. TRACEY, Chairman,
) _ H. H. WALKER.
Which was received and concurred in, and the bill accompanying

the same read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.
morrow. 5

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday next, 01 o’clock.

Moxpay, December 20, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of Friday were read
and approved. ;

_ Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, ask leave to
jntroduce a_bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to organize
the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Florida
approved July 23, 1845. ’

‘The following was ordered 1o be spread upon the Journal :

The Senator from the 13th district, Mr. Burritt, avails himself of
a constitutional privilege, and respectfully submits to the Senate the
reasons for his dissent from a bill passed in the Senate on the 16th
instant, entitled, * An act to enforce the payment of taxes assessed
or to be assessed, against all institutions claiming corporate privile.'
ges in this State.”

The first section of the bill is deemed objectionable. Tt provides
that corporations in the State who are or shall hereafier be in arrears
for taxes, shall not, while such taxes are unpaid, institute any suit,
or proceed in any already instituted, or have the aid off any writ or
process of the State for any purpose whatever.
~ The section, therefore, it will be seen, provides for suspending
important functions, which are supposed to be conferred by the char-
ter of incorporation. Ifthe power to do this resides any wherey it is
in the judicial department of the government, and not in the leéisla-
tive ; and whether it can be done at all, depends altogether upon the
charter itself. If by the charter it can be done, no legislation is ne.
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cessary. If by the charter it cannot be done, thea there is no pow-
er in the Legislature or in the Courts to effect that objeciv 3

Every charter of incorporation is a contract between the State on
the one hand, and those who apply for or accept it, on the other.—
When once made, it must be observed by both parties to it ; and if .
cither complains of any infraction, Courts must decide between them
—and the contract must speak for ilself, and the conduct of parties
must be judged of in reference to it. Neither party can change, al-
ter, or impair it without the consent of the other. This is the doc-
trine of all Republican Constittions: that the State shall pass no
law impairing the obligation of contracts.. Now, any incorporated
company of this State which refuses to pay its taxes, unless exempt-
ed therefrom by its charter, violates ils contract with the State, and
thereby releases the State frem its engagement with the corporation.

* If this section, then, declares no more than what is already found in

or deduced from the charter, of what utility 18 it? Tt is but a work
of supererogation. I, from a fair interpretation of the charter, no
such consequences should flow from refusing to pay taxes, where
does the State, as being one of the parties only to the contract, de-
rive her power to add, any thing to that contract, by declaring that
such consequences skall flow from such refusal !

The State may adopt means to enforce the lﬁt_l[illmsm of the con.
tract on the part of the incorporation as it already exists: and this
she should do: but she cannot, by any act of hers, in any way im-
pair that contraet.  And if the State would enforce her rights, by
altempting to resume any of the powers conferred upon the incor-
poration, she mustdo it through her Courts, ‘The remedy is not in
further legislation, but by ‘putting in force the legislation alréady ex.
isting in the charter—the law of the contract, by an appeal to the
judicial tribunals of the country.

No defence or justification is desired to be set up for any incorpor-
ated company of this State that resists the payment of taxes properly
chargable against it. The payment should be ¢nforced, and in every
such case power is abundantly found, either expressly or hy necessa-
ry implication in the charter, to suspend its functions partially or to-
tally, till it complies. As Courts only can decree the entire forfeit-
ure of a chaiter, so ¢an they only decree the forfeiture of any partic-
lar rights or powers contained in such charter. |

The section under consideration, assumes of course, that therc are
Jacts of incorporation, where a forfeiture would not follow from a vi-
olation of its provisions. Itis to be hoped, and it is believed, that
none such exist in this State. If they do, legislation can afford no
remedy. If they do not, then the Courts of justice are open to en-
force the penalty, and should be resorted to, precisely as they must
necessarily be under the law just passed in the Senate, if it shall be
deemed of force and validity. This law and the charter will go be-
fore the Court together. If the charter is sufficient, this law is not
necessary. If the charter is not sufficient, this law cannot supply
the deficiency.
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If any incorporated institution in this State neglects or refises fo
pay taxes justly assessed, it should be forthwith prosecuted, for this is
the only mode by which collections can be made or a forfziture en.
forced, unless a right is reserved in the charter to devise or adopt
some other mode. S. L. BURRITT.

Mr. Fairbanks gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend the act rela-
tive to Elections. -

Mr. Fairbanks presented the following resolutions :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That the Constitution of
the United States determined how the powers delegated to the Fed-
eral Government shall be appeinted, distributod and exercised, to
promote the welfare of the Union, and to protect the peculiar interests
of the respective members thereof: That the ratio adopted by the
framers of the Constitution as the basis and rule of apportionment of
political power among the several States, to be exercised through
the Federal Government, was intended not merely as a temporary
safeguard for one class of States, against the combinations of another
class, co-existing when that instrument was framed, but as means of
defence, which like the other stipulations of the compact, should be
preserved inviolate during the existence of the Union.

Be it further Resolved That any and every attempt, otherwise than
by an_alteration of the Constitution, to defeat or tmpair the opera-
tion of the rule referred to, is a violation alike of the spirit of that
instrument, and of the laws of good faith, on the part of those mak-
ing such attempt.

Be it further Resolved, That the Wilmot Proviso,((so called,)
which secks to prevent the increase of one class of States by impos-
ing prohibitions unauthorized by the Constitution, and subversive of
the conservative principles without which a portion of the original
States would not have assented to the Constitution, evinces on the
part of the advocates and supporters of said * Proviso,” a spirit hos-
tile to the compromises of the compact, reckless of the repose, har-
mony and permanence of the Union, particularly dangerous, and
grossly offensive and insulting to the Southern portion of the Re-
public, and tending, unless suppressed by those who alone can con-
trol it, to the inevitable dissolution of the confederacy, and separa-
tion of the States.

Be it further Resolved, That though one of the youngest members,
Florida is not the least attached to the Union. But participating in
illglory and its fame——partaking of the blessings which it secures,
and anxious to perpetuate them, she will not bestow her confidence
on men who advocate, either directly or indirectly, a course of poli-
¢y or measure, which, like the Wilmot Proviso, threatens to sunder
those ties which should bind the States indissolubly.

Be it further Resolved, That His Excellency the Govamm{ be re-
spectfully requested, to cause a copy of these Resolutions to bé trans.
milted to the President of the United States, the President of the

4

o

Senate, the Speaker of the Holse of Representatives, to the Sénid:
tors and Representative of this State in Congreds, and to the Gover-
tiors of the respective States. =

Which were read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow. <

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the fol-
lowing report :

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed to bring in
a bill ta declaré the burning of Court Houses and other publi¢ -
buildings felohy, and to provide for their ptnishment, usk leave to
REPORT the accompanying bill.  Asto so much of the duty where-
with the Committee are charged as requires them to report a bill to
prevent the uttering of counterfeit money, they ask leave to say, that
they have had the subject under cansideration, and are ‘of opinion
that the same is sufficiently provided for, in the 8th and 9th sections
of the act of-the 10th February, 1832, entitled, An Act relating to
Crimes and Misdemeanors—and they ask the coficurrence of the
Senate, &c. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the fol:
lowing report :

The undersigned, from the Judiciary Committee, to whom was

-referred certain Resolutions relative to the election of Justices of the

Peace in October last, begs leave respectfully to

' REPORT:

That a doubt as to the legality of the elections held in October
last, seems to have arisen from the supposed conflict of the Territo._
rial law of 7th of March, 1845, and 26th July, 1845. The first of
these laws provides for a districting of the counties, and the election
of Justices of the Peace during the month of May, 1845, and that the
second election should take place on the first Monday of May, 1847,
and every two years thereafter ; and the Justices shall hold their re-
spective offices for the term of two years, and until their successors
bhe elected and commissioned. Provided, that those elecfed at the
first election should: hold their offices until those elected at the se-
cond election should be commissioned. This act consists of several
sections. 'The act of July 26th contains but two sections; the first
of which only relates to the election of Justicess of the Peace, and is
as follows : * That it shall be the daty of the Judge of Probate, or a
tiuorum of the Board of County Commissioners, to order an election
for Justices of the Peace in-the various districts of their respective
¢tounties, on the first Monday of October next, subject to all the rules
and regulations contained in an act to provide for the election of Jus-
tices of the Peace, approved March Tth, 1845, not inconsistent with
the Constitution of this State, pr the laws of the present session of
the General Assembly.” ="

It is contended that, because the act of March 7th, 1845, pre:

13 :
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scribes that the second election should be held on the first. Mondny
of May, 1847, that therefore that is one of the rules and regulations
adopted. But this law prescribes a general election for al] Justices
of the Peace, (except those actually elected in May, 1845,) to be
held on the first Monday of October, 1845, and the law of March 7th
prescribes that the Justices elected under it, shall be elected for
two years.. Now it is evident that if an election was to be held in:
May, 1847, those elected in October, 1845, would hold their offices:
for but eighteen months, instead of two years, as expressly provided
for by the act of March 7th, 1847, and which provision is of equal
obligation or greater than any one merely directory as to the time.

But if the election in October was not intended as the regular
period of the election for Justices of the Peace, why should the com-
mission of the Governor have been required to nominate them 7 and
why is it to be supposed that the Legislature could have required an
election to be held for Justices of the Peace, whose terms of office
was fired by law at two years, at a period when they could hold their
offices but a year and a half? and what reason is there to suppose
that the Legislature, having changed and required all other elections
to be held on the first Monday of October, should have desired to
have called out the people of the State at_a different period of the
year, for the sole purpose of electing these Judges? Every conside-
ration of reason and expediency, seems to the undersigned against
the idea that the Legislature, by the act of July, 1845, intended to
retain the election in May. Andin the construction of statutes,
where any doubt exists, we are to look at the probable intentions and
effect of the law. 4

It was known at the time of the passage of the act of July, 1845,
that very few elections had taken place under the act of March 7ih,
1845, and that consequently the effect of placing the election on the
first Monday of October, 1845, would be to elect nearly the whole
body of the Justices of the State, whose term would expire at the
same period with those of all other biennial and annual officers, on
the first Monday of October, 1847, whilst no harm could accrue by
permitting those few who had been actually elected in May, 1845,
to hold over from May, 1845, to Oct. 1847, as the act of March 7,
permitted.

Many other satisfactory reasons are presented in the opinion of
the Attorney General, of which time will not permit the examina-
tion. This construction of the law has been adopted and sanc-
tioned—the elections have been held under it—and the officers elect-
ed have proceeded to the performance of their dutiés.

The adoption of the resolutions passed by the House would create
much injury and dissatisfaction, while they are badly calculated to
effect their proposed object. They propose to take from the people
the election of these officers, and to reinvest the Governorjwith the
appointing power until May, 1849—to turn out the entirp body of
the magistracy, and to nullify all their acts ; and interfere with the
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prerogative of the Executive in'the exercise of the appointin
The undersigned recommeénds that said resolutions &P:ot pagupom
G. R. FAIR .

Which was received. ! 2 i

Mr. Burrit, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the following :

The members of the Committee on the Judiciary to whom was re-
ferred certain Resolutions originating in the House of Representa-
tives, to the effect, that his Excellency the Governor be requested to .
commission suitable persons in the several Districts as Justices of the '
Peace, to fill the vacancies caused by the omission to hold electionson .
the first- Monday in May, 1847 ; and that the persons elected at the
last October election, (although the same was erroneously held,)
should be by his Excellency considered fit and suitable for that pur-
pose, entertaining different views on the subject, the undersigned one
of the members of that committee, respectfully submits to the Senate
the following :

_ That the act of March 7, 1845, providing that on the first Monday
in May, 1847, and every two years thereafter, elections should be
held for Justices of the Peace, is now the law of this State.

It is believed that no subsequent act has repealed this portion of
the act of March 7; 1845. The act of July following seems to con-
template, that there were certain Justices Districts in which elections
had net been held in the previous spring, and it provides therefore that
for such Districit, an election should be held on the ensuing first
Monday insOctober ; aud to guard against misconstruction, this last
act expressly provides, that it is not to apply to any Districts in which
elections had already been held—and in order that no inconvenience
might arise to the people of the vacant Districts until the October
e]ecuon,_]ust provided for, could be held, the Governor was authorised
to commission Justices'to act in those Districts until that period: -

Now as the act of July expressly declares that it shall not apply to
!houe Districts in which Justices had already been elected, how can
it be said that it does apply? It is believed that the act of July meant
to say, and it does say in effect, that whereas there were certain Dis-
tricts in which Justices of the Peace had not been elected, that an
election for those particular Districts should be ordered to be held on
the ensuing first Monday in October. It has no application whatever
tc any other Districts, and even as to these Districts, it becomes a dead
letter after the election in October had taken place—for it has no pro.
vision for an election in any other October than the oné rextensuing
that date, If-any thing is lefl to inference, it is, that as to the Jus.
tices to be elected in that October, they should hold their offices until
the election should take place in May, 1847. “The act of March
provides for an election in il the Districts in May, 1847—and the
act of July following no where says or itimates that it shall not be
done. The act of July provides merely.for a special election to fill
vacancies. It was not to repeal any act, but only to provids for the
time being for those who had neglected to avail themselves of the act

passed in March. How this act of July which is passed for and ex-
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pressly limited to vacant Districts, can be said to apply to other Dis,
tricts is not perceived, and when it merely provides that for the pur.

of filling vacant Districts an election shall be held on the first
mdny in “October next,” how it can be construed to change the time
of holding all subsequent elections, and to mean that every tiwro years
thereafter an election should be held all over the State for Justices of
the Peace, is not at all understood. Iaes October next, mean any
other October? Those who oppose these views contend of neces.
gity that October, 1845, means not only that October, but.October,
1847, 1849, 1851, and so on every second year, ad infinitum. Why
Jeap every other year in thjs way? Why not take every Qctober
as they occur T

If the act of July intended to have reference to or to effect any
other than vacant Districts, why does it say that it shall ““not ap-
Ply” to any others—and if intended to fix the time for holding any
other election than that for the ensuing October, why does it not say
20?1 It authorises no election hut one in * Qctober next”—mnch
less does it repeal an act that authorises them to be held in May in
1847, and every Lwo years thereafler. ;

It is believed that under the act of Dec. 24, 1845, the Governor
has power to fill vacancies in Justices Districts. The Constitation,
Article 5, sec. 10, provides that Justices of the Peace shall be ap.
pointed or elected in such mode and for such term of office, as the
General Assembly may prescribe.  They have prescribed, that in
certain contingencies, the Governor should do it.

The Resolutions propose that his Excellency the Governorshould
issue commissions to those persons who were elected as Justices of the
Peace in Muy, 1847—no reason is perceived why he should not do it.

Again, they propose, that where clections did not take place in
May, but in October last, the person so elected in October, should he
commissioned. = It is believed that his Excellency might in such cases
very safely regard the voles given for those offices in the vacant Dis-
tricte in October last as an expression of the wishes of the people of
those Districts in that behalf, f .

Itis believed proper and expedient therefore to adopt the resolutions.

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received.,

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow-
ing report : .

‘The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to
De entitled, An act to prescribe the fees of the Attorney General o
this State, ask leave to REPORT :

That they have had the same under consideration, that .lhcy are
in favor of the passage of the said bill, and return it herewith ; and
they ask the concurrence of the Scnate herein. .

. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which report was received and concurred in. )

Mr. Tabor, from a Select Committee, presented the following re.

Pprt :
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The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill entitled, An
act to define the boundary of Jackson County, and to repeal an act -
therein named, ask leave to report : b

That they have had the bill under consideration, and afier giving
the subject that mature deliberation which the nature of the case re-
quires, have agreed to the following amendments to the amended
hill, viz: after the words Chipola River, thence west to a point equi
distance in range twelve, thence due North to the dividing line be-
tween townghip four and five, thence west on said line to the Choc-
tawhatchie River. All of which is respectfully submitted.

I ‘ W. TABOR, Chairman.

Which was received, and placed among the orders, to come up
with the bill therein’reported on.

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was re.
cejved, read, and referred to the Committee on Corporations :

Execurive DzparTMENT,
December 20, 1847.
Gentlemen of the Senale
and of the House of Represenigtives :

I take occasion to. invite your attention to the two last clauses of
the fifth section of the Revenue Act, approved 24th July, 1845. (See
pamphlet laws, 1st session, page 22.) The cluuses referred to im-
pose a tax of 20 cents on every $100 loaned, or kept at interest :—

"and 20 cents on every $100 value of shares of incorporated compa,

nies. .

Agreeably to the construction heretofore given to this law, these
taxes are not equal. The money lender is required to pay a tax of
20 cents for-every 8100 of the nominal value of his debt, although
tlie borrower be utterly insolvent; while the share-holder who has
invested his money in a Bank, Rail Road, or other Corporation, only
pays a tax ypon the market vqlue of his shares. -

It is respecfully recommended that the law in this respect be sg
amended, or explained, that it may not impose an unequal burthen
upon any portion of tax payers. .

Is is also respectfully submitted whether or not the tax upon Bank
Agencies and Insurance Comparlies may not Le increased, withow
subjecting the General Assembly to the imputation of unequal taxa-
tion. ! Very respectfully,

*W. D. MOSELEY.

A message was received from the House of Representatives, sta-
ting that the House had refused to concur in the amendments propo.
sed by the Senate to the House preamble and resolutions relative ta
the expenses of Florida. Volunteers previous to Leing mustered into
the United States service,

Mr. Avery moved that a select commillee be appointed hy.the
Senate, to confer with a similar committee on the part of the House,
in relatjon to said preamble and resolutions.

Which motion prevailed, and Messrs. Avery, Fairbanks and Ta,
bor were appointed said committee.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to estalish the salary of the Quar-
ter Master General,

Was read a third time ; and on the question, “ shall the bill pass?”
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Falrbanku, Floyd,
Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts—9.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Breut, Lorrimer, Mchllan—4.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to provide for the safe-keeping of
the public arms of this State,

as laid upon the table.

B#l to be entitled, An act concerning attachments in this State,

Was read a ueoond time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to.morrow. .

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th ar-
ticle of the Constitution of this State so that the Judges of the Cir-
cuit Courts shall hold their offices for a term of six years, instead of
during good hehavior,

Was read a second time. .

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Floyd in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
chairman reported the Lill back to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof.

Which report was concurred in.

Bill to be entitled, An act so to amend the Constitution of this

.State as to enable the Governor, Majors General, Brigadiers Gene.
.ral, and commanding officers of Regiments, to fill their staff officers
.without taking them from commissioned officers of the line,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be-engrossed for a third
reading on to-morrow,

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the time of holding Elec.
tions, and for holding the regular sessions of the General Assembly,

Was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Fairbanks in' the Chair.

Afler some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof.

Which report was concurred in.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock. }

3 o’cLock, P. M.

The Ilouse returned to the Senate the following bills, as passed
by the House without amendment, viz:
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A bill to be entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act fo
provide for the election of Electorsof President and Vice President
of the United States, approved Jan. 6th, 1847.

Also, a bill entitled; An Act to make the certificates of the Trea-
surer of this State .recewabla in payment of all public dues.

The Senate proceeded with the Orders.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to make permanent the Judgeship of
the Southern Judicial Circuit, )
Was read a second time, and placed among the Orders for to.

morrow.

Bill o be entitled An Actto amend an act relative to Crimes and
Misdemeanors,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-
morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to prescribe the fees of the Attorney
General of this blal.e in certain cases,

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow..

House Resolution expresslve of thanks to Messrs. Randall, Brock-
enbrough and Baker, examiners of Thompson’s Digest,

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An Act to exempt the citizens of Levy coun-
ty from serving as Jjuryman beyond the limits of said county,

Was read the first time, a.nd ordered for a second readmg to-mor
row.

House bill entitled, An act in addition to the several acts concern- _
ing Wills, Letters Teslamemary, Letters of admmufralmn, and the
duties of Executors, Administrators, and Guardians—

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row. i

House bill entitled, An act to make valid the proceedings of
persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace of this Sta* sundryy

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second rr 6—
row. sading:to-mor-

House bill entitled, An act in addition to an a*
of Probata for the State of Florida—
m‘:Vas read the first time, and ordered f- a second reading. to.mor.
cag::fe bill entitled, An act to pr ovide Wi

Was read the first time, r
nmll{‘ia coplokonlonsd (e ::ﬁ::::}ﬁm second reading to.morrow,

ouse bill entitled, Ay a¢
wmend an. act 10 Catablich at :ﬁ.ffl’f'}leﬂ" act endmled An act to
1834, and which was a dD » approved February 15th,

Was read the first t pprmed EOBMLa 3ty 1At

s ime, and ordered for a secoud reading to-mor-

The report of the Select Committee to which was referred abillto

-t ta organize Courts

ts of Errors in criminal
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deﬁ;e the boundary of Jackson county, logethér with said bill, were
read.

Mr. Tabor moved to lay said report and bill upon the table,

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Brett and
Valker, and were—

Yeas—Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Mosel y, Priest, Smith, Tabor—s,

) Nays—Mr., President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lor-
rimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker—9. ;

So the Senate refused to lay upon the table. -
On motion, said bill was placed among the orders for to-morrow,
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock,

Tuespay, December 21, 1847,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain,

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yeslerday were read
and approved,

The following was ordered 1o he spread upon the Journals ;

And now, at this day, comes R, J, Floyd, Senator from the sixth
Senatorial District, and saith that a bill passed by the Senate on Fri.
day last, to wit: a bill to be entitled, An act to preseribe a uniforny
mode of Taxation, and for other purposes, is unconstitutional in this,
to wit: that it contemplates a larger amount of revenue than s ne.
cessary for the economical support of government, and aghinst the
spirit of the Constitution of this State. ~He being at the time confi.
ned to his room by indisposition, would, if present, have voted against
the said hill. He, therefore, asks that this, his protest, be placed up.
on the Journals of the Senate,

R. J. FLOYD.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be en.
titled, An act i» amend an act 1o organize the office of Comptroller
of Public Accounts of the State of Florida, approved July 23, 1845,

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-

" morrow,

On motion of Mr. Brett, the bill to be entitled, An act to organize
the County of Holmes, was taken from the table and placed among
the orders of the day.

On motion of Mr. Avery, leave of absence was granted to Mr.
Moseley until Monday next,

‘Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced a bill to be
entitled, Anact to amend an act relative to Elections in this State,
passed December 29, 1845, i

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a sccond reading
to-morrow. !

Mr. Burritt moved that the Senate will on to-morrow, at 12 o’clock,
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f’u’f-, the House of Representatives co:t.:urring, go into an election fuf
; the Southern Circuit of this State. g x Ty By
" -;t;fg ;‘l?:;d moved to strike out * to-morrow,” and insert ¢ Friday.”

Which motion was lost. - . . _

Mr. Floyd moved to insert Register of Public Lands.
i i tion was.lost. . ]
' 1‘\}’:';"}0?110:13:'& to strike out * to.morrow,” and inserf * 30th in-
stant.” = ;

Which motion was lust.d .

tion was then adopted. . : . )

g.?;ul:&lf: p‘raviou.s notice, Mr. Burritt introduced a bill to ]3_e en-

titled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to organize the Circuit
: of the State of Florida. : )
Co\lf‘;;fi:h wl:s rgad the first time, and ordered for a secou_d reading
to‘m:.".:‘l:,s.lin presented the petition of Alexander McKenzie, pr?z.
ing that his wife, Sarah McKenzie, might be allowed to take a childg
part, &c. . i
ich referred to the Judiciary Committee. .
I‘!'}/rl?lio;‘;:;er,bﬁom the Committee on Federal Relations, preasent-
following report and resolutions

ed'Il‘Ille (uJo?nmi]Eue l:)r: Federal Relations, to whom was referred so
much of the Governor’s message as relates to the Mexican War, beg

" leave to

. * REPORT:

That while they cordially unite with his Excellency in ei:pressmgl'_
a “deep and unfeigned regret that each and every effort ont }e-part'u
the National Government heretofore made, to bring the Mexlg.‘u'nff}\la,l; »
to a happy and honorable termination, has been wholly :Imlsucltia,aa ul,
they feel constrained to dissent from the view expresse b)y : 1)c mtes.r
sage in adopting the declaration, t'hnt “the war exists by the :}.c 91
Mesico.”  Your commiltee deem it unnecessary to notice in detai
the reasons for such dissent, and would snpply remark lh'«}t the nnnefa-_
tion of Texas to this Union placed us in such a relation to _.\lc.\tﬁu
that war was rendered probable ; that the march of the anpy}ulg_: e
disputed territory \was beyond a question the direct und_lm.m: iate
cause of hostilities. The difficulties arising from the am:_c.\:zuo_n
might doubtless all have been mmcubly'ndjusi,ed, the bﬂund:ll‘iCj }e.hd-
neLT, and our friendly relations with our sister l;up'ubllc g)l‘escr)'uc, had
prudent and diserect counsels go':crncd,‘and the mena:‘zdur-m-‘} ll_lffl‘
of our armies not ordered the-advance of our army from Corpus C lr(l]:‘ll
into territory claimed by Mexico, in defiance of the known ‘and L(_.l
clared wish of the Mexican people, and in disregard of the expresse
desire of that:people to treat \:‘llh us upon lhp subject of _allmex'an?dn
and boundary. “These facts ate the common property of the w 911:1 g
and we leave them for history to preserve in its truthful record, The
war itself is of deep and exciting interest to every 'porllou.pf the
Union-—our armies composed chiefly of the citizen-soldiers have gone

14
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foith to battle—for thirty years had our officers slumbered uper theii
arms—our soldiers engaged in peaceful pursuits—yet victories withs
out reverse have crowned our arms—deeds of noble and high daring,
unsurpassed for their gallantry and brilliancy by those of any age,
have characterized their every advancé—her sea-ports, her cities, and
even her magnificient capitol, have yielded to the prowess of our
arms—war has swept throogh the heart of their country at an im-
mense cost of blood and treasure ; and now-we gravely ask, what has
been accomplished? Have we *“conquered a peace”? Have we
obtained indemnily for the past or security for the future? Itisa
question of seriows import to detetmine what course this Government
ought to pursue. It ought never to-* direct its victorious troops to be
ingloriously withdrawn fromn the fields of their fame and their glory,”
nor should it do any act calculated to compremit its interest, its honor,
or its dignity. The present situation of the enemy, defeated, disor-
ganized, destitute of concert ; our army triumphant in many a well-
fought field—her strong eities—her capitol—her country in our pos-
session—may not this Government adopt any course of action worthy
of a brave and generous nation without dishonor or even censure ?
What is the desired result the ohject for which this war is waged? Isit
to “ conquer a peace”? or to dismember a nation? to redress wrongs,
or to despoil a people of their country, and incorporate them with it
nolens volens intothis Union? The chief Executive hds thus far con-
fined to the recesses of his own bosom what the real design of this
war was at its inception, or is now. Was it by conquest to indemify
us lor what he yielded on the North? The Chief Magistrate of the
Union has never thought proper to inform the American people, what
was the design, or what ne intended to accomplish by this war. At
the cry “that American blood had been shed upon American soil,”
that our litle army was in danger, the common heart of this great
Republic glowed with patriotic fire, and at their country’s call the
nation paused not—it was their country, right or wrong. Such is the
feeling of every true patriot. But now that our armies are in no dan-
ger, the enemy defeated, their country in our possession, we may with
propriety, pause and inquire, what does the Chief Magistrate propose ?
The accession of territory to be incorporated into this Union your
committee would regard as a measure impolitic, and fraught with
danger to this Republic. The difference of habits, of religion, and
language, are insuperable obstacles to a cordial union with us—
composed of a mized race, possessing a peculiar character, will they
forget the wrongs, or at least what they assume to be the wrongs,
they have received at our hands, lose their nationality and become
quiet and peace.loving citizens? /

We should draw wisdom from the past—sage lessons are writlen
out upon the page of her experience. The history of the Moorish
conquest of Spain, of the conquests made by Imperial Rome—
of the subjugation of the Emerand Isle, and of Poland, unfolds to our
view a scene well calculated to deter us from incorporating by con-
quest nine millions of people of such a peculiar race into this Uniov:
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“While the war itself has awakened a deep interest throughout the na.
tion, the action of & portion of the members of the last Congress, an

more especially the response that action has met with from the North-
ern portion of the Union, has given to it a character and importance
belore unlooked for. The Chief Executive having refrained from an
open, manly and frank declaration of its true design, has furnished
un occasion for a sickly, wild .and reckless fanaticism, to kindle a
torch of political discord, which unless met on our part with prompt.
ness and deeision, may eventuate in the final overthrow of our yet
infant Republic. Your committee have noticed with no small degree
of apprehension and displeasure the eagerness of a portion of the
North to seize upon and render available every occasion to interfere
with, and disturb the domestic institutions of the South, Such inter-
ference is calculated to deprive the South not only of their just rights,
hut even of that equality without which we are degraded beneath the
dignity of man. Should the National Congress in its wisdom con-
clude a treaty with-Mexico, by whieh she should cede to us a portion
of her territory, your committee feel ealled upon unhesitatingly and
unequivocally to declare in the language of the message, that any act
of the National Legislature which shall appropriate such territory to
the use of one portion ef the confederacy to the exclusion of another ;
or which in its provisions shall annex as an express and fundamental
condition to the acquisition of such territory, ** that neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any part, except for crime
whereof the party shall first be convicted,” that any and all such acts
with such provisions, would be tunsurpations of power not delegated"
by the Constitution, unequal, unjust, and oppressive in their effects, to
which that portion of the confederacy, thus insulted, abused and inju-

red, never can consent without an inglorious surrender not only of their
reserved rights, but of those guarantied by the letter and spirit of the
National compact. Viewing as we do the Constitution, an offspring
of concession and compromise, we hold and cherish it asthe only
safeguard of our rights—the only protection of our liberties—while
held by the nation sacred, unpolluted by the unhallowed touch of dema-
gogue or charlatan, it will continue to dispense to all equal justice.

Many of the Northern States through their Legislatures have
adopted as their creed the unjust principles of the Wilmot Proviso,
thereby arrogating to themselves privileges Lo the exclusion of citi-
zens interested in slave property. The injustice of such principles is
too apparent to require comment. OQur ancestors in common periled
their lives and property in the achievement of our independence their
blood commingled in that great struggle—and their united wisdom
and treasure have heen blended together in working out and estab-
lishing those free and happy-institutions, which have become the ad-
miration and envy of the world, )

We all constitute one common family, equal in our rights and
privileges, alike free to the enjoyment of our rich and extensive inheri.
tance ; and any action or principle subversive of a free, unrestricted
cnjoyment of the rich blessings handed down to us from the past, we
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yogard as a violation, aye & total abrogation of the Comlituiion,
which when carried into effect, absolves the unfortunate victims of
such action from all allegiance to that sacred instrument.’ Should
Congress by enactment give their solemn sanction to the' Wilmot Pro-
viso, your'committee hold that such action would not only justify, but
imperatively demand the South to withdraw her representation from
the National Congress, and sever the ties of political brotherhood,
which now bind together this great and glorious confederacy. The
public domain purchased with the common trensure and blood of the
nation, should be alike free to all. No enquiry into the quantity or
kind of property the citizens of any new State or Territory may he
possessed of should ever arise. 'I'be Constitution yields to each
State or Territory the exclusive jurisdiction over persons, and only
requires a Republican Constitution as an essential pre-requisite for ad.
mission into the Union. If our Northern brethren will adhere to the
provision of the Constitution, let that sacred instrument speak for it-
sell unquestioned. 'The womb of time alone can unfold the future
destiny and greatness of the American Republic. In view of all
which, your commiltee recommend the adoption of the following reso-
lutions.

’ JAMES H. T. LORIMER, Chairman.

J. P. SANDERSON.

Sgcriox 1. Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen-
iatives of the Stale of Florida in General Assembly roytjﬂmd, That
the power claimed by some of the States of the Union {for Congress
of the United States to exclude the institution of slavery from any
territory which may e hereafier acquired, is of vital importance to
the slaveholding States, and demands the serious and profound atten-
tion of all men, at the present momenteus and interesting period, in
consequence of the impassioned exciternent upon the subject of sla-
very, produced by the discussion of the * Wilmot Proviso” introduced
into the last Congress, and other exciling causcs.

Sgc. 2. Be it further Resolved, ‘That, in the opinion of this Gene-
ral Assembly, ajust and correct interpretation of the Constitution of
United States vests in the Territorial as well as Statc Legislaturcs
exelusive jurisdietion over the persons of individuals within their re-
spective limits, and that it would be arbitrary, unjust, and a usurpa-
tion of power, on the part of Congress, to annex conditions to the
admission of a State into the Union, or the annexing a Territory
thereto, involving the right of jurisdiction in Congress over this sub-
ject, which exclusively belongs to the Territory itself before its ad-
mission into the Union, and to the State afterwards.

Skc. 3. Be it further Resolved, That it would be an aybilmry
usurpation of power on the part of Congress to exclude slavdry from
any such territory as may hereafier be acquired by the United States,
either by way of indemnity, by conquest, or purchase ; that the peo.

le of the Territory alone have the right to determine upon this sub-
ject, and it is for them, while they remain a Territory, and for the
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. {
JState, when they shail ask to be admitted as g State, to say whether
{the institution of slavery shall exist within the limits of such Terri-
tory or State; they having, by a just interpretation of the Constitu-
tion, exclusive jurisdiction over the subject matter within their limits.

Whicli was received and laid upon the table. ; :
Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Federal Relations, asked
leave to present the following minority report:

Report of M. FAIRBANES, one of the Committce on Federal Relations.

) The undersigned, a member of the Committee on Federal Rela-
tions, to whom was referred that portion of the Governor’s Message
relating to our Federal Relations, begs leave respectlully to

REPORT :

That the sentiments expressed in that portion of the message of
his Excellency meet my most cordial and hearty concurrence, and
commeénd themselves to the consideration of this body, as a strong,
forcible, and correct statement of those posilions which we are call-
cd upon, as a onstituent portion of this nation, to maintain, and for
whidch our duty to ourselves and the South, demands we should con- .
tend.

More than cighteen months since, ourarmies wereattacked hy those
of Mexico, and afier a long series of unredressed wrongs, injuries and
insults, a stat ofopen hostilities commenced, and has been contin.
ued to this hour. It seems unnecessary to revert to the causes .
of that war in detail ; that * the war existsby the act 'ty“JIcJ:ico,” was
declared by the Congress of these United States more than eighteen
months since, with but nineteen dissenting votes in hoth hranccl’les of
the National Legislature.” It seems equally unnecessary at this day,
in view of the overwhelming tide of popular approval, to discuss the
question asto how farthe admission of the republic of Texas into our
confederacy, and the subsequent and necessary defence of her fron-
tiers against the attacks, planned and directed months previously, by
the Mexican government, may have had the effect of precipitating
the hostile action of Mexico towards us. Few at thisday, it is to be
presumed, will question the right of our associated Congress, to re-
ceive that sister State into the Union, or the propriety of extending
the protection of our arms over the lives, property, and lands of that

wsister State, so received by us, and of the measures which became
necessary in consequence thercof.

With a declared willingness and desire on the part of our govern-
ment at all times to entertain propositions'of peace, we have been
forced, by the anarchy and obstinacy of thé Mexican leaders, to ad-
vance from onc battle field to another, until we have advanced and
now.maintain ourselves in the heart of their country. But while
our patriotic citizens from the North and the South, and the East and
the West, have pressed forward to the front of our armies, cold, sel-
fish, calculating, and dishonest demagognes, in a portion of the States,
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empted to paralyze the operations of our Government, and
tgrea:r‘r:iesrlt)y aﬂix[;ng t eir.odioul: “ Wilmot Provi_so.:’ declaring' that
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist in any territory
which may be acquired in indemnity for the claims of our citizens and
the expenses of the war. On the one hand, proscribing the,war and
its supporters, and on the other, machmnlmg*'t_o secure far tl}mr ex-
clusive use the territory and the commerce which may be gained by
it—an attack upon the copstitutional rights given to the people of the
Southern Siates of this Union, to subserve malicious anq interested mo-
tives. 'Fo repel this aggression, we, the representatives of the peo.
ple of this State, are called upon to protest, and to contest against
such an infraction of our constitutional rights. o )
Apart from the constitutional grounds, such an exclusion is a dis-
honorable return, upon the part of its supporters, for the zeal and the
sell.sacrificing spirit in which the people of the South have fought the
battles of our common country, and to whose exertions, if territory
be acquired, the country will owe its acquisition, the principles of
those who would appropriate the territory gained by the valor of our
arms to the use of one portion of the States to the exclusmq of the
rest, are_alike discreditable for their violation of the Fqglglllullonnl
compact, as for their deficiency in honesty and fair dealing. )
Itis the right and prerogative of the future cilizens of such acqui-
red territory to decide whether slavery shall or shall not exist, and
this right cannot be withheld from them ; and all attempts at em-
barrassing the negotiations which may take place, or the future ac-
tion of the government in respect to the same, should bé unanimously
opposed by the people of this Union, aud particularly by the Southern
SmSii:i.sfaction for the claims of our citizens, the payment of which
has been long deferred by the perfidious conduct of Mexico, as well
us indemnity for the expenses of lhg war, in whole or in part, hou}d
be the sine qua non of any negotiations towards a peace, as being in
accordance with the usages of all civilized nations, and strict justice.
If territory be given as indemnity, as _from the situation of that coun-
try must necessarily be the case, it will take that she can best spare,
and which, under our form of government, will .exlenq the bles-
sings of civilization near uninhabited regions, which will .bccome
the future homes of the superabundance of our own population, and
the oppressed of every clime. To withdraw our armies withoyt such
satisfaction and indemnity, would be to place ourselves in lda atti-
tude of wrong-doers, and a confession that the acts of our C ngres;
and the united operations of our government, have been false an
fraudulent. It would be saying that wo had no wrongs to redrc;s,
no injuries to satisfy, no attacks to repulse, and to pronounce l' nﬁ
our hrave sons who have fallen upon the ﬁe}d (?f honor, wcred\\e
punished as marauders, and met the fate of villains. If we ha: the
cause o go forward, and those causes of our onward march ha"ie nei-
ther been removed nor accomplished, then a ratrograde movement
would be justifying Mexico and condemning ourselves. ‘The lives
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of our people and the treasure of our nation have been lost in vdin,
dnd we are branded with infamy for the past. v

I believe I express the voice of the Southern people in saying that '
we have the right, and should continue to occupy her territory, to
collect her revenues, and exercise all the accustomed and acknowl-
edged rights of war, until such satisfaction and indemnity be offered
and received as we are justly entitled to, and that such indemnity, il
territorial, should be received, unclogged with any restrictions, as the
common property of all the people of this Union.

In accordance with these sentiments, the following resolutions are
submilted, and the passage thereof recommended :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, "Fhat the declaration of
the Congress of the. United States, made with almost entire unanim.
ity, that the “ war erists by the act of Mexics;” renders that war na-
tional in its inception and progress, and as such, requires and should
receive cordial and united support.

2. Resolved, That it is the duty of the American Government to-
prosecute the war uatil an’ honorable peace, indenmity for the past
and security for the future, are obtained, and that to withdraw our
armies without obtaining the objects above specified, would be a re-
proach to them, and a shame upon-our common country. L, )

3. Resolved, 'That it is the duty of our Government to require sat-
isfaction of Mexico for the just claims of our citizens, and payment
of the expenses incurred in the prosecution of the war,

4. Resolvéd, That if any Territory shall be acquired by us, at the
close of the war, in eatisfaction of the claims of our citizens, and in
indemnity [or the expenses incurred in the prosecution of the war, it
is the right of the people who may inhabit such "Territory to decide
whether the institution of slavery shall exist there or not; and any
attempt by Congress to prohibit its existence by law, would be a di-
rect violation of the compromises of the Federal Constitution, and
an insult to the sovereignty of the States.

5. Resolved, That the restriction, known as the “ Wilmot Proviso,”
whereby it is attempted to appropriate any Territory which may be
acquired to the use of one portion of the confederacy to the exclusion
of another, or any and all such attempted acts and provisions, would
be odious usurpations of power not delegated by the Constitution, un-
equal; unjust, and oppressive in'their effects, and to which that por.
tion of the confederacy thus insulted, abused, and injured, can never
consent, without an inglorious.surrender, not only of their reserved
rights, but of those guaranteed by the letter and spirit of the National
Compact. ¥

G. Resolved, That the Governor of tbis State be requested to*
transmit copies of these resolutions to our Senators and Representa-
tive in Congress, the Speaker of the House of Represeutatives,and-
President of the Senate, and the Governors of the several States.

G. R. FAIRBANKS,
One of the Committee on Federal Relations,
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Which was received and laid upon the table.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported"

bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the
election of Electors of President and Vice President of the United
States, approved January 6, 1847 ;

Also, a bill entitled, An act to make the certificates of the Treas-
urer of this State receivable in payment of all public dues, as cor-
rectly enrolled.

Mr. Avery, from a Select Committee, presented the follawing re-

Tt

Mr. Avery, from the Seléct Committee to whont was referred a
bill to provide for the sale ofthe Sixteenth Sections granted by Con.
gress to the State for the support of Public Schools, and for consoli-
dating the School Fund, asks leave to REPORT the same back
without amendment, and to be dischurged from the further conside-
ration thereof,

Your Committee, aware that the opinion prevails, that so far as
the bill provides for the sale of the sixteenth sections, it would be void
if passed, have thought proper to embrace within this report, the law
under which the State holds the' Sixteenth Sections, together with
some facts connected with them,

The law under which the State claims the Sixteenth Sections, is
in these words:

Be it enacted, &c., 'That in consideration of the concessions made
by the State of Florida in respect of the Public Lunds, their be
granted to the State sectron number sisteen in every town-
ship, or other lands equivalent thereto, forthe wuse of the inhabitants
of such township, for the support of Public Schools, &ec.

The consideration for which the sixteenth sections were granted te
the State, was concessions made by the Stafe, not by the towaships to
which their use is limited. :

"The practice of granting the sixteenth sections to the townships
for the support of Schools, was first adopted with regard to the North
West ‘Territory—a country, in which the land is uniformly fertile,
and where the division by township lines could readily be made a-
vailable, in organizing communities.

It is well known that in many of the Northern States, every town
has a separate organization, is a republic within itself; possesses legis-
lative, executive and judicial officers, distinct from State control.

Under such circumstances, the law which limited the use of the
sixteenth section to the township in which it was sitvated, was wise.

The town, having an immediate and direct interest in the proper
management of the School Fund, would render it more eflicient than
it could be made by the State Government.

But our situation is widely different {from theirs. So diverse’ is the
character of our soil, such the nature of our instituttons, and disposi-
tion of our people, that it is impossible to organize school communi-
ties with mueh reterence to township lines,

It is not unworthy of note, that the grant to Florida is expressed
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in difforent Tanguage from the: grant to the other States,—the former
being made to the State for the use of the inhabitants of the town«
ship,—the latter directly to the inhabitants of the townships.

That it will be absurd and unjost to limit the use of the sixteentht.
sections to the inhabitants of the townships in which' they are sitoa.
ted, your Comnmittee think will clearly appemr from the following
statement. :

"The whole number of surveyed townships, whole and fractional,

in which the State is entitled tu sixteenth sections, is 734

The number of townships containing whole sixteenths, is 551

The number of townships in which the sixteenths is wholly or
!:nrtly deficient, 183

The number of sections and parts of sections, included in valid
private claims, your Committee have been unable to ascertain—it is,
however, large, : :

Some of the townships which contain whole sixteenths are only
fractional townships.

Many of the townships which contain fractional sixteenths are
nearly whole townships. : :

There are many of the townships in which the sixteenth sections
are valueless on account of the poverty of the soil.

There are some townships in which the sixteenth seetion is al-
most the only part valuable. 0

These fucts show the unequal distribation of the benefits to be de-
rived from }he grant of the sixteenth sections to the use of the in.
habitants of the township in which the sixteenth section is situated. .

Again ; Where there are fractional townships in which there are
no sixteenth sections, the State is authorized to select for each town.
ship a quantity land, in lieu of the sizteenth section, proportioned to
the size of the township. :

Where the sixteenth sections are tncluded in private claims, other
lands “ equivalent thereto” may be selected in *lien thereof,” only
limited to the land district * most adjacent to said lands taken up by
private claims.” )

No provision is made for those townships in which the sixteenth
sections are valueless, on account of the poverty of the soil ; there-
fore should a village, or city even, be located in a township where
the sixteenth section is valueless, it is plain that the inhabitants
could derive no benefit from the prewent proviston. :

There are many of the townships, whole and fractional, which
will probably never be inhabited.

There are many, which will be inhahited by a class of people
who will not be able to derive any benefit_ from the sixteenth section
or fractional section, to which their township or fractional township
is entitled, owing to its being located in a part of the land district far
distant from their township.

In many cases it must so happen, thatthe benefit to be derived
from the sixteenth section, or the lands selected in lieu of deficient
sixteenth sections, to the inhabitants of the townships to which they

15
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beleng, would not compensale for the trouble and expense it would
require to- derive an income from it. Especially would this be the
case, where the land selected in lieu of a deficient sixteenth section,
or in lieu-of one covered hy a private grant, is at a distaince from the
township te whicly it belongs.

To make this-matter plainer if possible, an example will be given.

Fractional township one, North, Range 30, West, lies principally
in Escambia ceunty, North and- West of the mouth of Escambia
river. Its fractional sisteenth section; amounting to 320 acres, is:
included in & private claim. Land in lien ig about being selected-in
some part ofthe land district West of the Suwannee.

There is not, so far as your Commiltee can ascertain, one person
permanently located in the township, and probably never will be;
but should it ever happen that a resident desiredto avail himself of:
the fund to be derived from the School Land to which his township is
entitled, ho must first ascertain at the Register’s Office in ']-‘alla.‘
hassee, where the land is situated to which his township is entitled
the use—-not to the proceeds of sale—but the use. . Having: found
the land, he must devise some way by which an income may be de--
rived from:it. .

The lands selected to make up the deficient sixteenth sections are
taken in as large bodies as good vacant lands can be found—no legal
use can be made of them by the townships but- to lease them—if
leased, they must be at low rates, and generally to tenants not punc-
wal in their payments, and who will exhaust the land.

If not leased, and not constantly watched, squatters will take pos.-

session and commit waste. ] .
To collect the rents and prevent waste, will in most cases, evemr

where the recipients of ail the benefits-are few in number, cost more

in time and money than the value of the benefit derived.
These facts show us further :

First—That i the benefit to be derived from the sixteenth sec.-

tions is indeed to be limited to the inbabitants of the township in
which such section is situated, the land selected by the State for
those townships in which- the sixteenth sections are deficient, or in
which-the sixteenth sectiens are included in private’ claims, must, so
long as there are no “irhabitants of such townships,” be legally of
no use to any one.

Second—That the sixteenth sections, and the land selected by the
State for those townships-in which the sixteenth sections are defici-
ent, or are included in private claims, can Le of no latij_'ul use to
any one, so long as the inhabitants of the townships to which these
lands belong are either too few, too poor, too ignorant, 100 proud, or
100 indolent, to avail themselves of the use of them, or do not consid-
er the advantages to be derived from them, worth their time and at.
tention.

Much, therefore, of the School Lands, when selected by the State,

must remain forever without a legal owner—without any one receiv.-

ing lawfully the least benefit from them.-
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“To show more plainly the perfect folly of pursuing the plan te
which it has been supposed we were confined by law—and the-
unequal distribution which must be made of the School Fund, if this
plan is pursued, - your Committee will select a few of the counties
most favorably situated for the operation of the law, and show the
great inequality which exists even in them.

(It.is but just to state, that the facts in reference to these counties
were derived from the gentleman who formerly held the office of
President of the Board of Trustees of Seminary lands.)

Leon County has the largest proportion of good land, and the
densest population of any county in the State.

This county containstwenty-seven whole and fractional townships.

In twelve of these, the sixteenth sections are worth from one to
six dollars per acre.

In four others, .the sixteenth sections lie in other counties, (only
one believed to be of any value,) and the remaining eleven
fall within the pine burrens,; or Forbes’ grant—worth nothing. Yet
on these last class of . townships, there are resident more than one
hundred fumilies, most of them poor.

Guadsden Counly eontains in its area, sixty-two whole and frac-
tional townships—forty of them within Forbes’ grant.

Of the remaining twenty-two, not more than eight or'ten of the
sixteenths are of any value—leaving more than one-half of that pop-
ulation without any substantial School Fund. ' X

In Jeffesson * County there are twenty-seven whole and fractional
townships, affording not more than seven or eight sixteenth sections
of any value. d

Madison County contains one hundred and five whole and frac-
tional townships. ;

In ten of these, the sixteenth sections are of some value ; in the
remaining ninely-fice they are worth nothing. If this examination
be carried into East and West Florida, the result will bs fouad to be
even more unfavorable. ‘

All of which is respectfuily submitted.

0. M. AVERY, Chairman.
. - G. R. FAIRBANKS,
S. L. BURRITT.

Which was received and lajd upon the table until to.morrow,

The following communieation was transmitted to His Excellency
the Governor :

" SexaTe Cuamser, Dec. 21, 1847.
His Excellency W. D. MoseLey, Governor :

Sir :—I have the honor herewith to transmit, for your considera.
tion, the following bills, passed by the two Houses of the General
Assembly, and signed by the presiding officers thereof, viz :

A bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to provide
for the election of Electors of President and Vice President of the

Unitéd States, approved January 6, 1817,
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A bill entitled, An aet to make the certificates of the Treasurer of

this State receivable in payment of all public dues.
Very respectfully, o
i C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Joint Select Committee appointed to ex-
amine and compare the amendments to the Constitution of this State
passed at this-session with the original enrolled bill passed at the last
session, reported the bills as correct. !

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act relative to the
duties and compensation of the Adjutant and Iuspector General of
this State, as paased without amendment.

The House returned Senate bill eatitled, An act to authorize the
executors of George Kingsley, deceased, to sell real estate ;

Also, Senate resolution relative to adjournment sine die on the 22d
instant.

Said bill and resolution were merely endorsed * passed as amen-
ded.”

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the Secretary was instructed to re-
turn said bill and resolution to the House, and ask if they have been
amended by the House, and if so, wherein they have been amended.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act coneerning attachments in this
State,

Was, on motion, postponed until to-morrow. [

Engrossed bill entitled, An act sotoamend the Constitution of this
Blate as to enable the Governor, Majors General, Brigadiers Gene-
ral, and commanding officers of Regiments to fill their stafl’ officers
without taking them from commissioned officers of the line,

Was read a third time, and on the question, “ Shall the bill pass ?”
the yeas and nays were: .

eas—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor,
Tracey, Walker, Watte—9.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Buritt, Floyd, Lor-
rimer, McMillan—7.

There not being the requisite constitutional majority, said bill was
lost.
Engrossed bill entitled, An act to prescribe the fees of the Attor-
ney General of this State in certain cases, i

Was read a third time ; and on the question, * shall the bill pass 7"
the yeas and nays wers: i

eas—Mr. President, Measrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tncry, Walker
—13.
Nays—Messrs. Moseley, Tabor, Watte—3. /
So said bill passed. Title as stated.
Ordered that the same be certified to the House.
Biltto be entitled, An Act toamend the twelfih clause of the fifth
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article of the Constitution of this State, so thatthe Judees of the Cir-
<uit Courts shall bold their offices for eight years na?end of du?i:lrg
.good behavior, :

Was read a zecond time.

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by adding :

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the eleventh section of the
fifth article of the Constitution of this State be so amended as to read
as follows, viz; “ Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors, and
Judges of the Circuit Caurts shall Le elected by the vote of the peo-
pleoofl:iu State.” 2

n the question of the adoption of the ameadments, the yeas
nays were called for by Mesars. Floydand Walker, a:;d weL: s

Yeas—Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Walker, Watte—4.

N:.:ya--Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Smith, Tabor, Tracey—11.

So (he Senate refused to adopt the amendment.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to add the followieg ;

. Bec. 3. The eleventh clause of the fifth article of the Constitu.
tion of this State shall be amended so as to read as follows, viz.—
Justices ofthe Superior Coust, Chancellor and Judges of the Circuit
Courts, shall be nominated by the Governer to the Senate, and ap.
proved by a majority of the Senate. '

On motion, the Senate toek a recess until half past 2 o’clock.

—

- 2} o’crock, P. M.
Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to be enti
An act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th article of the Coh:t':'::ltll;.g;
of this State so that the Judges of the Circuit Courls shall hold their
offices for eight years instead of during good behavior.
by"I;{hu t]]“ue_sgonkbeigg put on ldhe adoption of the amendment offered
r. Fairbanks, the yeasan i
M s P i zem: nays were called for by Messrs. Fair.
Yeas—Messrs. Austin, Costin, Fairbanks, Walker—4.
Na u-—Mr President, Messrs, Avery, Brett, Burritt, Floyd, Lorri.
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts—11.
Bo the Senale refused to adopt the amendment,
Mr. Burritt moved to postpone said bill indefinitely.

‘On which the yeas and nays were call
Bl were’:-e y8 were called for by Messrs. Floyd and

xeu——h&eu;u. B:l)rrit.t and Tracey—2.
ays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, McMillan, Mosely, Priest, Smith, Walker, Watts—13,
So the Senate refused'to postpone said, bill indefinitely,
Mr. McLean moved to strike out the word “ nominated by the
‘Governor to the Senate, and_the nomination approved by & majority

-of the whole number of Senators” occurring in section 1.

On which the yeas and na: ! "
Tabor, and werg: ys were called for by Messrs. Austin and

-
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Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Lorrimer
McMillan, Moseley, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

Nays—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Tabor—17.

So said words were strieken out.

Mr. Tracey moved to lay said bill upon the table.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Tracey, and were : .

Yeas—Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorrimer, Mosely, Tracey—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts—12.

So the Senate refused to lay the bill upon the table.

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the time of holding elec-
tions, and for holding the regular sessions of the General Assembly,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Tracey moved o postpone said bill indefinitely.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, Fairbanks
and Walker, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Brett, Moseley, Tabor, Tracey,
Watts—-6.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Walker—11.

So the Senate refused to postpone said bill indefinitely.

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

House resolution expressive of thanks to Messrs. Randall, Brock.
enbrough, and Baker, examiners of Thompson’s Digest—

Was read a third time and on the guestion of its passage, the yeas
and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbank and Costin, and were:

« Yeas,—Mr. Presidont, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair.
bank, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tracy. Walker and
Waltts—14.

Nays.—Messrs. Costin, Mosely, and Tabor—3.

So said Resolution passed,

Bill to be entitled an act, o make permanent the Judgeship of the
Southern Judicial Circuit, was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, laid on the
table.

Bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, relating to crimes and
misdemeanors; was on motion of Mr. Burritt, postponed until to-mor+
row.

House bill entitled an act, to exempt the citizens of Levy County
from serving as jurymen beyond the limits of said County, was read a

a second time. IL .
Mr.Fairbanks moved to amend by adding at the end of said bill the
following, viz: o )
Excepting such of the inhabitants residing within forty miles of
Alachua Court House.
Which was adopted, the amendment ordered to be engrossed, and
she bill 3s amended ordered for g third reading on to-morrow.

‘
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. House bill entitled i Act in addition to the devetal acts coficern-
ing Wills, Letters Testamentary, Letters of Administration, and the'
d.uuel of Exetutors, Administrators and G uardians, was read s second
time. i d ! Y
?)Ir. Bhu_ﬂl'liu'hmoved to ﬁostpone said bill indefinitely, ;
n which the yeas and nays were called for by ) . Falir i
s B T y or by Messrs. Fairbanks
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burrit e
mer, McMillan, Moscley, Tracey, Walker, W11 o = Lo
Nayl—'-M.euru. Costin, Fairbanka, Floyd, Priest—4,
So said bill was indefinitely postponed.’
House bill entitled, An nct to make valid the proceedings of sundry’
persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace of this State,
Was read a second time, and.on motion of Mr. Butritt, ordered for'
to-morrow, :
House bill entitled, An act in addition to an act t i
of ‘Pvrobale for the St:ite of Florida, R
as read a second time, and on motion of Mr. [
the Judiciary Committee, ’ D
House bill entitled, An act to repeal an act entitled, An act to
amend an act to establish a tariff of fees, approved February 15
191‘3;, and vghich was approved Dec. 27, 1845, ‘
48 read a second time, and on moti A itt, p
i e X , z motion of Mr. Burritt, ‘postponed
Resolutich relative to the Wilmot Proviso, was read a second tinre
nngl ordcr;{l tol‘l:e engrossed for a third reading to.morrow. =~ = °
ouse Resolutions relative to the appointment by t
B s ppointment by the Governor of
Was on motion of Mr. Floyd, ordered to b
the orders for to-morrow, ¥ oo ik sy
House bill entitled, An Act to define the Western bound
Jackson county, and to repeal an act therein named, Y o
Was read a second time asamended. ,
The amendments ordered to he engrossed, and the bill as amended
orci:rltl:d fol;' a third reading to-morrow. :
ill to be entitled, An Act to organize th
car(r;e up on its second reading ; IS Bolag
n motion of Mr. Brett, the Senate resolved itself into a C it
tee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Floyd in the Chsiilr. o:’f:e:‘) T(:l:l:‘ﬂ
time spent therein, the Committee' rose, and by their Chairman re.-
ported the bill back to thie Senafe with amendments, and asked to-
be discharged fromn the further consideration thereof’;
ghlch ;elpon was concurred in, :
ouse bill entitled, An Act in relation to Roads and Hizh in
the counties of Wash;ngton, Benton and Hamilton, e
£z Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
w. ;
House bill entitled, An Act to authorize certain ersons to estab.-
kish a Ferry across the Apalachicola river at Chultagoochee, :
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Was read the first fime, and ordered for a second reading to.mor-

row. ‘

House bill entitled, An Act to authorize the Treasurer of Alachua
county, to pay over to the Treasurer of Marion county the amount of
the county tax in his hands assessed and collected upon lands lying in
Marion county,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
Tow. .

House bill entitled, An Act to amend the several acts regulating
Judicial Proceedings, "

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.
House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to amend an act to
amend the Execution laws, approved 15th March, 1847,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An Act te change the name of W.J. Me-
Caughan, of Gadsden county,

Was read the first time, and ordered for @ second reading to-mor-
row,

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Sarah A. Al
ston,

Was read the first time and ordered for & second reading to-mor-
row.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 16 o’clock.

————

Wepnespay, December 22, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved.-

Mr. McLean gave notive that he would at some future day ask
leave to introduce a hill to be entitled, An act to authorize James
Cockroft to establish a ferry across Shoal river.

Mr. Floyd presented the petition of sundry citizens of Apalachicola,
praying the repeal of their charter.

On motion of Mr. Floyd, referred to the Committee on Corpora.
tions. :

Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a
hill entitled, An act relative to the duties and compensation of the
Adjutant and Inspector General of this State, as correctly enrolled.

A message was received fromr the House informing the Senate that
the House had concurred in the resolution adopted by the Senate on
yesterday to go into the election of Judge of the Southern Circuit of
this State to-day at 12 o'clock, M.

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency,
the Governor:

e -1
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Sexate Cnayoer, Dec. 22, 1847.
To His Excellency W. D. MoseLEy,
Governor of Florida : )
Str :—I have the honor herewith to transmit for your consideration
a bill to be entitled, An act relative to the duties and compensation of’
the Adjutant and Inspector General of this State, passed by the two,
Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the presiding officers
thereof. y
By order of the Senate.
Very Respectfully, :
: W. C. DOWNING,
Sec: Senate.’

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

House resolutions relative to'the appointment by the Governor of
Justices of the Peace, &c.

Were read a second time and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

Engrossed resolutions in relation to the Wilmot Proviso,

Were read a third time. :

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by inserting the word * unanimously”
after * resolvéd,” in 1st section.

Which amendment was unanimously adopted.

On the question of the’ adoption of the resolutions, the yeas and
nays were,called for by Messrs. Floyd and Watls, and were,

Yecas—DMr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burtitt, Costin,
Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,.
Walker, Watts—16. : : :

Nays—None.

So the resolutions were adopted.

Engrossed bLill entitled, An act to amend the 12th clause of the
5th Article of the Constitution of this State so that the Judges of the
Circuit Courts shall hold their offices for a term of years instead of
during good behavior,

Was read a third time, and on the question, ¢ Shall the-bill pass1”
the yeas and nays were, )

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Costin, Fair.
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker,
Watts—14.

Nays—Messrs. Burritt and Fracey—2.

There being the requisite constitutional majority, the bill passed.
Title as stated. -

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to provide for the time of Lolding
Elections, and for holding regular sessions of the General Assembly,

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the Lill pass 7
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Lorri.
mer, McMillan, Priest, Walker—9.

Y16
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Nays—MTr, President, Messrs. Brett, Floyd, Smith, Tabor, Tra--

cey, Watls—7.-

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, Au Act concerning Attachments in this
State,

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass?
the yeas and nays were : .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt and Watts—3.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker—13.

So eaid bill was lost-

Bill to be entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act to or-
ganize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,

Was read a second lime, and ordered to be cngrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act to change the name of W. J. Mec-
Caugban, of Gadsden county, )

Wasread a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

House biil entitled, An Act to change the name of Sarah A: Alston,

‘Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.
" House bill entitled, An Act to authorize certain persons to estab-
lish a Ferry across the Apalachicola river at Chattahoochee,

‘Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

The time having arrived at which the two Houses were lo go into
the election for Judge of the Southern Circuit,

Mr. Burritt moved a call of the Senate.

Whereupon there were present :

Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tra-
cey, Walker, Watts—16.

On motion, Messrs, Burritt, Fairbanks and Avery, were aopointed
a Committee to inform the House that the Senate was now ready to
go into the election of a Judge for the Southern District ; which
Committee ‘informed the Senate that they had performed that duty.

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that that body
was now ready to go into the election of a Judge.

Nominations being in order,

Mr. Burritt nominated Joseph B. Lancaster.

Mr. Costin nominated Adam Gordon.

Mr. Smith nominated Thomas Randall.

Which nominations were sent to the House by a Committee, con.
sisting of Messrs. Fairbanks, McMillan and Lorrimer.

The House, by a Committee, informed the Senate that the fol.
lowing nominations were made in the House, viz:

Joseph B. Lancaster, Adam Gordon, George W. McRae, Thomas

Randall.
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FIRST BALLOTING. o

For Joseph B. Lancaster—Mr, President, Messrs, Avery, Austin,
Brett, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

For George W. Macrae—Mr. Priest—1.

For Thomas Randall—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Smith, Tabor
—4, ; P

For Adam Gordon—Mr. Costin—1. .

Which result was communicated to the House. ;

Mr. Fairbanks moved a call of the Senate, whereupon there were
present, .

Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker,'
Waltts—15, '

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the action of the Senate, relative to the
election of Judge, was suspended until the result in the House should
h:d communicated to the Senate, and the Senate proceeded with the
orders.

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act relative to Elections in
this State, passed December 29, 1845,

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to
the Committee on Elections, with instructions to report on said bill
to.morrow.

On motion, Messrs. Fairbanks, McMillan, and Watis were ap-
pointed a committee to inform the House that the Senate had suspen-
ded progeedings, relative to the election of Judge, until 24 o’clock.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 2} o’clock.

2} o’cLocK, P. M.

A committee froni the House informed the Senate that the result
of the vote for election of Judge for the Southern Judicial Circuit,
this morning, was as follows, viz:

For George W. Macrae, 5
- Joseph B, Lancaster, 19
Adam Gordon, ? 2
Thomas Randall, ; 8

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate proceed to the election of Judge
tor the Southern Circuit.

A committee from the House informed the Senate that Joseph B.
Lancaster had been by the House doclared duly elected Judge of the
Southern Circuit, *

The President decided that a majority of the whole number elect.
ed in each House being necessary to a choice, there was no election.

Whereupon Mr. Tracey appealed from the decision of the Chair.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Tracey
and Burritt, and werez .

Yeas—Messrs. Brett, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts—10. -
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Nays—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, Tracey—5.

go the decision of the Chair was sustained. '

On motion, the committee consisting of Messrs. Fairbanks, Mec.-
Millan, and Walts were instructed to inform the House that the Sen.
ate was now ready to proceed to a second voting.

Mr. Costin withdrew the name of Adam Gordon.

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the name of
Adam Gordon had been withdrawn.

SECOND BALLOTING.

For Joseph B. Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin,
Brett, Burritt, Lorrimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watis—10.

For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Tabor—86.

For Macrac—None.

Which result was communicated to the House.

Result in the House : :

For Lancaster, . 19
Randall, 12
Macrae, 4

The President announced that there was no election.
THIRD VOTINC.

For Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Brett,
Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Tabor—6. ’

For Macrae—0.

‘Which result was communicated to the House.

. Resultin the House ;
For Lancaster, 19
Rlllldl!", ' 13
Macrae, 3

The President announced that there was no election.
FOURTH VOTING.

For Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett,
Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

‘For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith
Tabor—6.

For Macrae—0.

Which result was communicated to the Houso.

Result in the House :

For Lancaster, 19
Randall, 12
Macrae, 4

The President announced that there was no election.
b i

/
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FIFTH VOTING.

JFor Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austip, Brett, liu:j-
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.
" For Randall—Messrs. - Costin, _Fairbmks, Floyd, IPriest, Smith,

.Tabor—6. '

For Macrae—0.
Result in the House :

"

For Lancaster, ~ L 19
" - Randall, } 12
Macrae, - 4

The President announced that there was no election.
SIXTH. VOTING.

For Lancastér—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur:
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Walts—10. .
" For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, Tabor-.5.’
For Macrae—0.
Which result was communicated to the House.
Result in the House : :

For Lancaster, . 19
Randall, 11
Macrae, b

The President announced that there was no election.
SEVENTH VOTING,

For Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur:
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watis—10.

For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Tabor—6.

For Macrae—O0. )

Which result was communicated to the House.

Result in the House :

For Lancaster, y 19
Randall, ! 12
Macrae, E & i a

The President announced that there was no election.
EIGHTI VOTING,

For ancaster—Mﬁ,President, Messra. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur-
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10. ‘

For Randall—Messrs. Fairbanks, Priest, Smith—3.

For Macrae—0,

Which result was communicated to the House.

Result in the House :

For Lancaster, i 19
Randall, - 12
Macrae, . 4

Tbe—Preaideut announced-that there was no clection.
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NINTH VOTING.

For Lancasier—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Brett,
Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

For Randall—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
‘Tabor—86. :

Which result was communicated to the House.

Result in the House :

For Lancaster, - . 19
Randall, . 12
Macrae, 4

The President announced that there was no election.

The House informed the Senate that the House would, the Senate
.concurring, postpone the election of Judge for the Southern Circuit,
until 12, M. on 29th instant.

The Senate concurred therein, and so informed the House.

On motion of Mr. McMillan, Mr. Brett was excused during the
remainder of the session.

Mr. Tabor moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Avery and
Floyd, and were :

Yeas—Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorimer,
Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts—11.

Nays—Mr. President, Messra. Avery, McMillan, Tracey—4.

So the Senate adjourned until to.morrow 10 o’clock.

Trurspay, December 23, 1847.

-The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and
.approved.

Mr. Tracey gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to
introduce a bill to exempt the inhabitants of Amelia Island in the
.County of Nassao, from working upon the roads on the main land.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. McLean introdyced a bill to be
entitled, An act to authorize James Cockroft to establish a ferry across
Shoal River.

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading

o.morrow.

On motion of Mr. Avery, leave of absence was gunte? to Mr.
Walker, during the remainder of the session. ’

Mr. Burritt moved to reconsider the resolution of the Senate,
adopted on yesterday, that they would go into the election of Judge
for the Southern Circuit of this State.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks
and Smith, and were :
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Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lori.’
mer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10,

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, Tabor—5.

So the resolution was reconsideged. ;

Mr. Fairbanks moved that the'election be had on the 28th inst.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks
and Smith, and were :

Yeas—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Tabor—8. .

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watte—10,

So said motion was {ost.

On motion, Messrs. Burritt, McMillan, and Floyd, were appointed
a commiltee to inform the House that the resolution of the Senate on
yesterday relative to the election of Judge for the Southern Circuit,
bad been reconsidered by the Senate, and that the Senate was now
ready to go into an election for said Judge, who reported that they
had performed that duty. o

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
had reconsidered the vote of yesterday postponing the election of
Judge for the Southern: Circuit of this State until 20th instant, and
that the House had resolved, the Senate concurring, to go into the
said election to.day at 12 o’clock, M. :

The Senate concurred therein, and by a committee consisting of
Messrs. Burritt, Walker, and Coslin, communicated the same-to the
House—which committee reported that they had performed that duty.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr., Lorimer introduced a bill to be
entitled, An act for the, relief of the poor and destitute, and to guard
against the accumulation of pauperism in the County of' Leon. .

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading’
to-morrow. ) :

Mr. Floyd, from the committee on Corporations, presented the fol-
lowing report : i

The Committee on Corporations, to which was referred the petition
of sundry citizens of Apalachicola in the county of Franklin, respect-
fully ask leave to -

REPORT :

That said petition is signed by the principal portion of the tax pay-
ers of said city, and the committee know of no reason why the prayer
of the petitioners should not be granted,and with that view the com.
mittee submits the accompanying bill, in which they ask the concur-
rence of the Senate.  All which is respectfully submitted.

) R. J. FLOYD, Chairman.

Which was received.

Mr. Priest, from the committee on Elections, presented the follow-
ing report : 3

The Committee on Elections to whom was referred a bill to be
entitled; An act to amend an act relative to elections, &c., report the

- 4
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same back with the following amendments, and ask the concurrence

of the Senate therein.

‘ GABRIEL PRIEST, Chai i
Which was received, . o i

Mr. Avery, from'a Select Committee, presented the following re.
rt:
The Select Committee appointed by the Senate to confer with
a similar Committee on the part of the'House, on the subject of an
amendment attached in the Senate to the House Resdlutions relative
to the expenses of Florida Volunteers, ask leave to
REPORT:

On conferring with the Committee of the House, your Committee

found that to insist upon the amendment of the Senate to the ubove.
resolutions would endanger their passage, and therefore recommend’

that the Senate recede from its amendment.
Respectfully submitted, O. M. AVERY,
Chairman Select Committee.
Which was received and concurred in.
The following message was received from the House and read ;
House or RerreseNTaTIVES, Dec. 23d, 1847,

Hon. President of the Senate : L

Sir : The House has this day reconsidered the vote of yesterday,
postponing the Election of Judge of the Southern Judicial Circuit,
and adopted the following, viz :

Resolved, That the House will go into an election of Judge of
the _Soulhern Judicial Circuit to-day, at 12 o’clock, the Senate con-
curring.

Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives.

. The House returned Senate resolution relative to the adjournment
of the General Assembly sine die, on the 22d inst. as amended by
the House, by striking out ““22d,” and inserting * 31st.”

Which amendment was concurred in by the Senate.

The House transmitted to the Senate House Preamble and Reso.
lution in relation to the removal of the Public Arms and Equipments,

Which was read first time, and ordered for a second reading to-
morrow.

The following communication from His Excellency the Governor
was received and read : |

Executive DeparTyENT, Dee. ‘.!:Zid', 1847,
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives :

I berewith transmit a communication from the Register of Public
Lands for the State, in regard to certain claims in the Newnansville
District, under the “ Armed Occupation Act.”

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY.

- portant to- the State, and in relation to a- matter on which I think

129

31z—I have just been put in posscssion of some information im=

the Legislature should take immediate action. . :

One of the State Locating Agents in East Florida, whilst examin-
ing the maps in the Land Office at Newnansville, preparatory to
entering upon his duties, ascertained that, in that District alone, one
hundred and fifty thousand acres of land are covered by claims under
the * Armed Occupation Act.” The probability is, that a large
portion of these claims will be f'ui'feilecf and the land revertto the
United States. The quantity in each claim is one hundred and
Rixty acres only, which would exclude them from location for the
State under existing laws, except 80 many of them as might be
wanted for deficient sixteenth sections, and even in such cases many
would be lost to the State by reason of their areas not corresponding
with_those of the deficient School sections. )

These lands are generally valuable. It is therefore desirable
that they should be open, if forfeited by the claimants under the act
referred to, to selection for the State : and it is the more desirable in
consequence of the doubt that exists whether, even then, the State
can find enough of good land to satisfy all her acknowledged claims.

As these lands are supposed to be already disposed of by the Uni-
ted States, and without any equivalent, there will probably be less
reluctance on the part of Cengress to allow Florida toselect them
by quarter sections, than there would he under other circumstances.

It has peen suggested to mo-that, if Congress should, in accord.
ance with the views expressed in & resolution adopted by the Legis-
lature, authorize the eight sections granted for fixing the seat of Go.
vernment to be located by sections, it would be more profitable to the
State to sell the right, and permit the purchasers to locate, than to
have these lands located in the usual mode. .

I mention this suzgestion without remark, as it is a matter on
which all-can form as correct an opinion as I can.

am, sir, respectfully yours, :
"JOHN BEARD,

' Register of Public Lands,
REecisTeR’s Orrice, Tallahassee, Dec. 22d, 1847.
To Gov. MoskLeY, Present.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, referred to the Committee on Schools
and Colleges. : ' .
ORDERS OF THE DAY:

House bill entitled, An act to authorize cerlain persons to establish
a Ferry across the Apalachicola River at Chattahoochie, -

Was read a third time, and on the question,  shall the bill pass 77
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—=Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Lor.
imer, McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Walker, Watis—11. e

Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks, Smith, Tabor—3.

t 7

4
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So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to’
organize the Circuit Courts of this State,

as, on motion, postponed until to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to change: the name of W. J, Mc.

Caughan of Gadsden County,

as read a third time, and onthe question  shall the bill pass 7"’
the yeas and nays were : ;

eas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Mc-
Millan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watts—11.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Sarah A. Alston,

‘Was read a third time, and on the question “shall the bill pass 7’
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watts—12,

Nay—Mr, Fairbanks—1.

So the bill passed—title as stated. ‘

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to define the Western boundary of
Jackson County, and to repeal an act therein named,

Was read a third time.

Mr. Tabor moved to amend by inserting after the words * Chipola
river,” the following, viz: “ Thence West to a point equi distant in
range twelve, thence due North to the dividing line between town.
ship four and five, thence West on said line to the Choctahatchie riv-
er,”

Which was unanimously adopted.

On the question * shall the bill pass 1" the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banke, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts—13.

Nays—None. i

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House resolutions relative to the appointment by the Governor of
Justices of the Peace, ;

Were read a third time.

On the question of their passage, the yeas and nays were called

for by Messrs. Fairbanks and Burritt, and were :
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Breut, Burritt, Lorimer, Mc-
Millan; Walker, Watts—8,

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Smith, Tabor—4.

So the resolutions were adopted.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Bill to be entitled, An act to abolish the charter of the city of Ap-
alachicola,
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"Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.mor-
TOW,

House bill entitled, An act to exempt the citizens of Levy County.
-from serving as jurymen beyond the limits of said County, :

Was read a third time, and on the question * shall the bill pass 7”
the yeas and nays were.:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messra. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lori- °
.mer, Walker, Watis—7. . !

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Brett, Costin, McMillan, Smith—5.

So the bill passed.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend the title by insertiug * certain,”
after “ exempt.” d

Which was adopted.

Ordered thet the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act in relation to roads and highways in
the Counties of Washington, Benton, and Hamilton,

Was read asecond time and ordered for & third reading on to-mor.
row, :

The following communication from the House was received, read,
and concurred in, and a committee consisting of Messrs. Burritt, Fair-
banks, and Avery instructed so to inform the House, who reported
that they had performed that duty.

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES, Pec. 23d, 1847.
Hon. President of the Senate :

81R :—It was this day by the House * Ordered that the election for
a Register of Public Lands and Clerk of the Supreme Court be gone
into to-duy directly after the election of Judge for the Southern Ju-
dicial Circuit, the Senate concurring therein.” :

' Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

A committee from the House informed the. Senate that the House
was now ready to proceed to the election of Judge for the Southern
Circuit of this Gtate, '

The House were informed by a committee, that the Senate was
also ready to proceed to the election.

Nominations being in order,

Mr. Burritt nominated Joseph B. Lancaster.

Mr. Floyd nominated John Coleman.,

Mr. Costin nominated Adam Gordon..

Mr. Tabor nominated Benjamin Wright.

Which nominations were communicated to the House by a com.
mittee cousisting of Messrs. Tracey, Fairbanks, und McMillan.

A committee’ from the House informed the Senate that the follow.
ing nominations had heen made in the House, viz :

Joseph B. Lancaster,
Adam Gordon,
George W. Macrae,
Thomas Rancjal!.
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But that a- communication had been received from Mr. Randall,
withdrawing his name.

TENTH VOTING.

For Lancaster—Mr, President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur.
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts—10.

For Gordon—Mr. Costin—1. )

For Coleman—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priegt, Smith—1.

For Wright—Mr. Tabor—1.

For Macrae—0.

Which result was communicated to the House. )

A commiltee from the House announced the result as follows, viz:

For Lancaster, 20
Gordon, _ 4
Coleman, - 3
Macrae, 2

But, there being some informality in the vote, they would proceed
to another vote, o o

Mr. Smith moved to pospone the election indefinitely.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Burritt, and were : N

Yeas—DMessrs, Costin, Fairbanks, Smith, Tabor—4. o

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Floyd,
Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Walker, .‘an.ln——l‘.,?".

So the Senate refused to postpone the election indefinitely.

ELE\'ENTi[ VOTING,

TFor Lancaster—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur-
ritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Walts—10.

For Gordon—Mr. Costin—1. )

For Coleman—Messrs. Floyd, Priest, Smith—3.

For Wright—Mr. Tabor—1.

Which result was communicated to the House.

Result in the House : i

For Lancaster, .]!((:
Gordon, g

Macrac, ) . Tl i
Mr. Lancaster having received the requisite constitutional majori-

tv, the President declared him duly elected Judge for thg Southern
Circuit of this State. g

On motion, a committee consisting of Messrs. Avery, McMillan,
and Priest, was appointed to inform the H.ouse that ﬂ][f Senate was
now ready to go into the election of Register of Public Llands and
Clerk of the Supreme Court, who reported that they had discharged
hat duty. |
; A cm)nmittee from the House informed the Senate that the ,Housu
had resolved, the Senate concurring, to take a recess pnnl Jo c]of:l\,
and that the General Assembly would then proceed with the election
of Register and Clerk of the Supreme Court.

T
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“Fhé Senate concurred, and by a committee so informed the House, *
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 3

3 o’cLock, P. M.

A Committee from the House intormed the Senate that the Hon.
Joseph B. Lancaster had resigned the -office of Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and that the House had elected Hon.
John Chain Speaker.

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
had resolved to postpone the election of Register and Clerk of tho
Bupreme Court, until the 29th inst, at 12 o’clock, M.

The Senate concurred therein.

The Senate proceeded with the Orders.

Bill to provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted by
Congress to the State for the the support of Public Schools, and for
consolidating the School Fund. )

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. T'racey in the Chair. After
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their Chair-
man reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments,and asked
to be discharged from the furthér consideration thereof:

Which report was concurred in. :

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend the 5th section by striking out “ of
this State’ in 2d line, and by striking out all afier ** United States” -
in line 3d;

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fair-
banks and Costin, and were : . .

Yeas—DMessrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Floyd, Lorrimer,
McMillan, Tabor, Tracey, Walts—9. "

So the Senate refused to adopt the amendment.

Ordered, that said biil be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

Fripay, Dgcemhcr 24, 1847,

"The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The roll being called, Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin,
Burritt, Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Waits, answered to
their names.

No quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery the Sergeant.
at-Arms was ordercd to go afterand bring in the absentees, ‘

A quorum having assembled,

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

On:motion of Mr. Tracey, the reading of the Jousnal of yesterday
was dispensed with, _ e ’




134

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Tracey introduced a bill to be
-entitled, An Act to exempt the inhabitants of Amelia Island, in the
county of Nassau, from working upon the roads on the mainland.

Which was read the first time, and.ordered for a secénd reading
to-morrow.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Walts introduced a bill to be en-
titled, An Act providing for bail in certain cases; which was read
the first time. On motion of Mr. I'racey, the rule was waived, the
bill read the second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr, Avery moved that hereafier the Senate meet every day, (Sun-
days excepted,) at 9 o’ciock A. M. :

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Avery
and Fairbanks, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Tracey—7.

Nays—Maessrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts—6.

So the motion was adopted.

Mr. Avery presented the following resolutions :

Whereas, N. P. Bemis did on the 21st instant resign his office of
Comptroller of Public Aceounts, and the husiness of the said office
.has in consequence of his illness not been brought up to the date.of
;his resignation, as it is necessary it should be to save his successor
elect from undue labor and responsibility, and to enable him to per-
form advisedly the duties of the said office—Therefore,

Resolved by the Senaie and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That Hugh Archer, (late
.Comptroller ad taterim) be, and he is hereby employed, t6 bring up
all the business of said office to the 21st instant, to be paid therefor
out of the contingent fund such sum as the Governor shall allow.

Which was read the first time.

Mr. Avery moved that the rule be waived, and said resolutions read
ithe second time.

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Lorimer presented the petition of B. G. Thornton, praying
relief for building the capitol, &ec.

On motion, referred to a Select Committee, said committee con-
sisting of Messrs. Lorimer, Floyd, and Avery.

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
-the Governor :

SexaTe Cuamser, Dec. 24, 1847.
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida : g

Sir :—I have the honor to communicate to your Excellency that
an election for a Judge of the Southern Circuit of the State of Flori-
. da has been held by both Houses of the General Assembly, and that
.on the eleventh voting Joseph B. Lancaster received ten votes in the
Senate, and in the House of Representatives, as reported to the Sen-
ale by a committee from that body, he received twenty votes, and that
the said Joseph B. Lancaster having received the concurrent}ota of
the majority of both Houses of the General Assembly, was déeclared

135

By the President of the Senate duly elected Judge of the Southern
Circuit of this State. ' :
Very Respectfully, ..
C. W. DOWNING,
Secrefary Senate.-
The following message, and the minutes therein mentioned, sign:
ed by the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives were transmitted to his Excellency the Governor.
- SenNATE CHAMBER, Dec. 24, 1847
To his Excellency the Governor of Floridu : e
Sir :~——We herewrth transmit to your Excellency minutes of the
proceedings of the two Houses of the General Assembly of the State
of Florida relative to the election of Comptroller of Public Accounts
and Treasurer of the State.
Very Respectfully,
C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.-
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

ORDERS OF THE DAY-

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to provide for the sale of the six-
teenth sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of
Public Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund, was read a
third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass? the yeas and
nays were : )

Yeas—Mr, President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
McMillan, Tracey, Watts—8, .

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Floyd, Lorimer, Priest, Smith, Tabor—6.

So the bill passed.  Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.. e

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to the passage of a
law in relief of certain citizens of this State, was read a first time,
and ordered for a second reading to-morrow.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act:
to organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida, was read the
third time, and on' the question, Shall the bill pass? the yeas and¢
nays were : :

Yeas—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith,
Tracey—7. g

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Lerimer, McMil.-
lan, Watts—6.:

So the bill passed. Title as_stated.

Ordered, that the same be certified to the House.

Senate bill entitled, An Act to authorize the Executors of George-
Kingsley, deceased, to sell Real Estate, which was returned to the-
Senate by the House with amendments,\was taken up, and the Se.-
nate refused to concur in said amendments. '

House bill entitled, An act in relation to roads and highways in-
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the Counties of Washington, Benton and Hamilton, was read a third
time, and on the question, *shall the bill pass 7" the yeas and nays
were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt,"Costin Lor-
imer, McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Watts—10.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

A billto be entitled, An act to abolish the charter of the city of
Apalachicola, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading on to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act relating to crimes and misdemeanors,
was read a second trme. f

Mr. Burritt offered the following amendments ; add :

Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That if any person shall in this
State have in his possession, custody, care or control, any forged or
fraudulently altered deed, bill of exchange, promissory note, order.
check, receipt, bank note, drafi, or any other paper, written or print-
ed, whatsoever, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently al.
tered, with intent to use, circulate, or dispose of the same in any
manner, either directly or indirectly, for any fraudulent purpose
whatsoever, such person shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall
on conviction be punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars,
and by standing in the pillory three hours, or by imprisonument not
exceeding three years, at the discretion of the Court.

Skc. 3. Beit further enacted, That if any person shall within
this State, pass, utter, publish or sell, or attempt to pass, utter, publish
or sell, or have in his possession with intent to pass, utter, publish or
sell, any false, forged or counterfeit coin, in the resemblance or simi.
litude of the gold and silver coin of the United States, or of any for-
eign country, which is by law made current, or is in actual use and
circulation as money, with intent to defraud any person or persons,
a body politic or corporate, every person so offending shall be deem-

. ed guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and standing in the pillory
three hours, or by imprisonment not exceeding.three years, at the
discretion of the Court: Provided, That no person, convicted of the
offences named in this section, in any Federal Court in this State,
under the laws of the United States, shall be tried or convicted for
the same offence in any Court of this State.

Which were adopted.

Mr. Avery moved that so much as relates to the' United States
¢oin be stricken out.

Which was lost.

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to organize thg office
of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Florida, approved
July 23,.1845, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to authorize James Cockrofi to establisly

. & Ferry across Shoal River,
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was, on motiom, read & lelcond;ima‘l:‘y _
i ird time by its title, and on the .

its title, the rule waived, read a third time by itle,
“:e::.g;; L :h:ll?ha bitl p'nu_’!" the yeus and mys were 3 o
! Yeas—-Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Burritt Costim, Lorimer,
McMillan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Watts-~10.

Nays—None. .

bill passed—title as sta}e_d.

%)n;::e:!"thsr the same be certified to the House, ‘s

H reamble and resolutions in relation to the remova, he
g d Equipments, was read a second time, and on the

:’ﬁ.‘:ﬁ:: ;?:e‘:éing a third time to-morrow, the yeas and nays were

; " Lorimer and Burritt, and‘ were:
cal{:’fn‘:i-g{ex:a:ver;, IAultin,_ Burritt, Costin, McMillan, Tabor, :
] Watts—8. : )
Tr;Tc:)'?rs'-—JGr. President, Messrs. Lorimer I}lld Priest—3.
So they were ordered to be read a third lime lo-morrow.d e s
The House returned Senate bill en.mled, Anactto nllt)nenlh s Soke
eral dcts relative to County Commissioners, as passed by the

without amendments.
Mr. Burritt moved t
a motion. -

d. : 7 )
"{‘22 FIT:::: ::{::I:zed House bill entitled, An act 0 exempt the cit-

1 . : £ hed
i 1 fi serving as jurymen bey ond the limits o
lz%:i“()‘::l‘;.lr];;evngzgnl:{d l;::;n amended by l_he Senate, with a mes;::g:
:::ling Hm{'lhe House would not concur in the am‘endments o .
Seg;:-?.l’riest moved that the Senate insist upon their amendment.
Which motion was lost. ’
Mr. Floyd moved that t

" i | d’ destitute,
i i n Act for the relief of the poor an 4
nngnt‘x]) lgﬁfd?f;;lil:ft, lte accumulation of pauperismn in Leon county,
was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, postponed uplll ltlo-morro;;;n -y
House bill, entitled, an act, to r_mke valid the prgccth. gm{e
dry persons commissioned=as Justices of the Peace in this )
Was read a second time-
Mr. Burritt moved to anren

hat the rule be waived, and he allowed to make

lie Senate recede. “Which mofion pre-

d by adding at the end of section 2, the

foﬂﬁyi:g;on of any real or supposed inequality or illegality in the said
e Which d the bill ordered for a third

Which amendment was adopted, an

ading to-morrow. . ) ,
g On gnotion, the Senate tovk a recess until 3 o’clock.

) —_——

3 0’CLOCK, P. M.

Fhe Senate proceeded with the orders.
- 18
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House bill entitled, An act to provide Writs of Error in criminal’
cases. .

‘On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a com--
miltee of the ‘Iho]e on said bill, Mr. McMillan in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose’and by their:
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof,

‘Which report was concurred in.

The bi]! asamended was on motion réad a second time by its title.

.On ‘motion of Mr. Burritt, the rule was waived, the bill read the
third time, and on the question,  Shall the bill pass?” the yeas and’
nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin i
McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Watlis—9. " b ek,

Nays—Mr. Tabor—1.

On motion of Mr. Tracey, the rule-was waived, and leave of ab-
sence granted to Mr. Lorimer until Monday next.

House bill entitled, An act to amend the several acts regulating
Judicial proceedings,

Was read the second time.

Mr. Avery moved that the rule be waived and the bill read the
third time.

Which motion was lost, and said bill ordered for a third reading
lo-morrow. !

House bill entitled, An act to authorise the Treasurer of Alachua
county to pay over to the Treasurer of Marion county, the amount of
the County tax in his hands, assessed and collected upon lands lying
in Marion county,

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to repeal an act entitled, An act to
amend an act to establish a tariff of fees, approved February 15,
1834, and which was approved Dec. 25, 1845,

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Avery postponed
until to-morrow,

On motion; the rule was waived, and Mr. Tracey allowed to move
a reconsideration of the resolution to adjourn sine die on the 31st
inst.

Whereupon said resolution was reconsidered. ¢

Mr. Burritt moved, that said resolution be laid upon the table.

‘Which motion was adopted.

House resolutions relative to locating the school lands in eights of
sections, f

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-
morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An act to-
amend the execution laws, approved 15th March, 1844,

Was read a second time and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

A bill entitled, An act to organise the county of Holmes,-
‘Was read a second time.-
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“Mr. Fairbanks offered the following amendments-
Add to the end of section 9, the following : ,
Provided, its population shall equal the existing ratio of representa-

“tion, and in such case the Judge of Probate shall order an election for

such representative according to law ; And provided further, that the
population of Walton county shall not be reduced by the taking of such

.county of Holmes from its territory below the exijsting ratio.; and the

Judge of Probate shall forward a copy of the list of remuneration to
the Secretary of the State of Florida, and no election shall take place
for such representative until such evidence shall ‘be produced to said
Secretary of State.

Mr. McLean offered the following amendment to the amendment :

Provided, that the expenses incurred by taking the census of said
counties be paid out of the State Treasury.

Which was lost,

On the question of the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr.
Fairbanks, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks
and McLean, aud were :

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Lorimer, Mc-
Millan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey—9.

Nays—Mr. President—1.

So the amendment was adopted. :

Mr. McLean offered the following amendment :

Skc. 10. Be it further enacted, That-a Circuit Court shall be held
in said codnty of Holmes, commencing first on Thursday after the
second Monday in' November, and the Spring term of said Courts
shall be held on third Monday in May, and the Spring term shall be
held in Washington county, on Thursday after the third Monday in
May in each and every year.

Which was adopted. :

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

A bill entitled, An acttoamend an act relative to elections in this
State, passed Dec. 29, 1845, as amended by a committee,

Was read the second time, and the question on the adoption of the
amendment suggested by said committee, being put, the amendment
was agreed to. ' ’ ;

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

Resolutions relative tothe Wilmot Proviso, offered with the majori-
ty report of the committee on Federal Relations,

Were read o second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
ing to-morrow. . .

Resolutions accompanying the minority report of said committee.

Were read the second time. ; .

AMr. Avery moved to strike outthe 1st, 2d and 3d resolutions.

On which'the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks
and Priest, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan.
Tracey—6. :

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest—3.

4
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On motion, Mr. Walts was excused from voting.
So said resolutions were stricken out.
On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday next,.10 o’clock,

—_—

Moxpay, December 27, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the proceedings of Friday were read.
amended, and approved.

Mr. Burritt gave notice that he would on some future day ask leave
10 introduce a bill for the relief of the Representatives of Samuel
Blair, deceased.

Mr. Smith asked leave to have the following spread on the Journals.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, Floyd and
Priest, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts—11.

Nays—Messrs. Floyd, Tracey—2. .

So the following was ordered to be spread upon the Journal :

And now comes this day the Senator from Jefferson county, and
explains the reason Judge Thomas Randall was nominated by me for
the Judgeship of the Southern Circuit of Florida, which is as follows :
I asked Judge Randall if he would serve if he was elected, and his
reply, as far as I recollect, was this: That if it was an open ques-
tion with his own party, he would be glad to have the office, as the
practice of law had declined very much, but that he did not wish to
be considered as the means of causing a split in his own party. I
then told him that he ought to know that I did it from respect to him

and not on that ground. ~ Judge Randall then said he hoped I under-
stood his position. And from that conversation I inferred I had a

right to nominate him.
JOHN M. SMITH.

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed to
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An
act to authorize and empower the Comptroller of Public Accounts to
audit and allow the contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts and Su-
preme Court of Florida, approved by the Governor Deg. 29, 1845,

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to-
morrow.

Mr. Fairbanks moved thatthe Committee on taxation and revenuo
report, as soon as possible to the Senate, the probable amount of
revenue which will be derived from the taxes under the law at pre-
sent in force : and what is the amount probably requisite for the
current expenses of tlie year 1849 ; and whether and what increase
of taxation is necessary, and to report a bill for that purpose.

Which was adopted,

ifn

On motion of Mr. Burritt, Mr. Fairbanks was added to the Com.
,mittee on Taxation and Revenue. :

Leave being granted, Mr. Floyd, from the Judiciary Committee,
.presented the following minority report :

The undersigned, one of the Committee on the Judiciary, to
whom was referred certain resolutions, offered by himself, and ..
which were relfml-led uponbby a Lm.jorily of the said Committee some
time since, asks leave to have this his minority report d
the Journals of the Senate. S

REPORT:

The first argument in the Report of the Committec is based upon
the success and usefulness of the Federal Judiciary.

The undersigned admits that the Judiciary system of the U. S.
has fulfilled the designs of those Sages who framed it; but he de-
nies that, in the circumstances of the Federal Government, and that
.of a single State, there is such analogy as would alike recommend
the application of the same principle, or the same practice to both.
The very nature and extent of jurisdiction that it was deemed neces-
sary to confer upon the Federal Judiciary, required that the people
of the respective States, in their-individual eapacities, and the seve-
ral States in their respective sovereign capacities, should both partic-
ipate in the appointment of the Federal Judges. And why? Be.
cause the Court was vested with power to decide cases in law and
equity, between individual men and between sovereign States, and
therefore as the most convenient mode of effecting this purpose—
protecting the rights of individunls and the rights of the States, as
far as the Court can’ do it—the right to nominate the Judges wasg
gi\'en' to the President, who isthe Representative of the_PcoTch. and
the right to confirm or reject stich nomination was conferred upon
the Senators, who represent respectively the States as Sovereign
communities. _

In regard to the Judiciary of a single State, the case is totally dif-
ferent. Here the jurisdiction of the Judge is more limited: it is
ct')nﬁned for the most part to the adjudication of causes between in.
dividuals of the same commdunity. That community therefore ig

. alone or chiefly interested in the matter of an upright, learned and

wise Judiciary; and in what manner they shall constitute the tribu.
nal, is, therefore, a question of mere expediency, as is admitted by
the Committee. 3

The Committee and the undersigned agree then, in oné point;
but they suddenly and widely diverge. 'The undersigued, in the
preamble to his Resolutions, which gave rise to the pious and elo.
quent Report of -the Committee, assigned among other reasons in
support of his propositions, the capability of the people to select their
Judges. On this proposition the Committee,. who are both lawyers,
adroitly evade the direct issuc, and ask whether this, (the capabili.t_z;
«of the people,) “ is any good reason for changing the Constitation,”
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-and devolving upon the people directly the rightto elect? In reply
to this question, the undersigned would say : Yes! it is one very good
reason, and another, still better, is that the people are honest, And
here, the undersigned would tenderthe direct issue to tlhre learned
and eloquent Committee, whether the people generally, (or the
common people, as they are sometimes called by un.common gentle-
men,) are not quite as capable intellectually, and much more so
morally, than their very select agents in the two ends of this Capitol 1
And the undersigned calls upon those learned barristers, and elo-
quent expounders of Constitutional law, to plead, answer or demur te
the issue tendered. .

Unusual alike aud averse to the subtile tricks of special pleaders,
he is willing to give his adversaries a chance to amend their plea,
provided they will allow him to file his answer, for he cannot but
think that, with all their learning and prudence, they have been be-
trayed by sudden indignation into the utterance of sentiments which
one of them atleast would gladly recall. “ Do the ‘guod people,””’
the Committee ask, * of this State, desire that that high office, which
holds the balance of justice between man and man ; that looks to the
fountain of Eternal Justice for its guide ; and emulates in the dispen-
sations of human justice, the wisdom and purity of heaven ; that asks
the sanction of the Most High, rather than of man, for what it does,
should become the sportand foot ball of electioneering demagogues?”

This is the pregnant plea—pregnant alike with reverence for infi-
nite purity and wisdom, with rhetorical elegance, and with respect
for the people—to which the undersigned refers, as one that may
have been dictated by excited passion.

In reply to that interrogatory, the undersigned would say that as
one of the peaple, he certainly desires no such sport ; and * as far as
he is informed and believes,” the people generally do not desire it.

He confidently believes that the honest, sober, sensible people of
Florida would revolt at the idea of making a “ football of the judicial
office” for the sport of demagogues, whether the game were to be
played throughout the State or only in the Capital ; but if the game
e inevitable, and demagogues must be indulged in it, the undersign-
ed thinks that Republican justice demands fair play, which can only
be insured by allowing all the people to participate, for he is opposed
to monopolies of all kinds, and especially to such as are calculated to
establish a virtual monarchy, or what is worse, an irresponsible and
Jheartless oligarchy. ?

And he further believes that}if the people knew how that * high
and sacred office that emulates, in the dispensations of human jus-
tice, the wisdom and purity of heaven,” had been debauched by King
Caucus and his subjects in their nocturnal orgies, the people would
rise in the majesty of their sovereign power, and hurl that Kinb from
his “ bad eminence” with all his satellites down to political perdition
as profound as that of another kind, to which the first arch rebel was
consigned.

It is said that when the arch enemy of man, meditated the ruin of
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our rice, he watched an opportunity when our common ‘mother was
separate from her mate. Is it not thus with the political adversary
of the people now? Does not King Caucus seek the occasion, when
the people’s Representatives are separated from their constituents, to-

0

seduce those Representatives from their duty, to * disrobe them. of”

their high Constitutional functions,” and, by blandishments as sincere’
and disinterested as those which Satan used, persuade his victims to-

eat of that political fruit, which contaminntes even the sacred purity .

of an embryo Judge ?

But to the argument.

The committee have drawn the portrait of a Judge—such a Judge
al;; the world has not seen since the days of Solomon or of Daniel, if
then.

* But the Judge or the Chancellor,” say the committee, “ to be
qualified, should bring with him not only all the general information
which may be sufficient in the Executive and Legislative capacity, but
he must besides Lring with him a profound knowledge of law. as a
particular science, and to varied and intense reading, must have been
superadded practice. While the Executive branch of the Govern-
ment finds its duty. elearly defined in the Constitution, and perhaps a
few statutes ; the Judicial branch must be familiar not only with them,
but with all law, national and municipal, common and statute, civil:
ecclesiastic and military, all over the civilized world, if its duties are .
upon all occasions to be discharged with promptness and ability. And
the committee believe, that it is no disparagement of the intelligence
of the peopde of this or of any other State, to imagine, that there are
many, very many, who would-not only fail correctly to eslimate the
necessary qualifications, but would from necessity, be without the ad- .
vantages to know who possessed them, or to sufficieritly discriminate

between competitors, if they did.” " And pointing to this picture, the

comnmittee tell us that there “are many, very many (of the people)
incapablo of discriminating between such a competitor and one of
inferior qualifications.” Hence, of course, it is necessary that the
people should send as they generally do, their wisest neighbors to e.
lect for them; and if the people should happen, through ignorance
and the want of discrimination, to send on such a mission,'agenta no
more enlightened than themselves, why these blind guides have only
to be conducted by some.kind, initiated friend, to the magical palace-
of King Caucus to have all that was dark, illumined.

"The committee not only distrust the intelligence of the people, but
are confident that the people are too much involved in litigation to
select a Judge, without a view to their own “direct and personal in-
terest.” Therefore the committee think that the only safe depository
of this * high constitutional finction,” is the hands of those select men
who never have any law suits! 'y Ty

The committee say, * as no man has a right to be a Judge in his:
own cause, so neither should he contribute by his vote or influence, to-
the election or appointment of the man to decide that cause.”

The corollory to.this proposition is similar to the last ; the people all’

-

el Lo i
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have causes to be tried, therefore they ought not to have any hand- i
electing a Judge; but the people’s Representatives are all a quiet
orderly set of men who never go teo law, and therefore they are alone
fit to exercise the “ high constitutional function.”

To sum up their cogent arguments, the committee conclude that
“until man and his nature be changed, it is obvious, if such a system
were adopted, parties litigant would be exposed to temptations to con-
sult their own interest rather than that o society in the election of
these public officers.” The committee are of opinion, that in the
present depraved state of society the only safe course, is,the one now
pursued, that is to say until the caucus machinery shall have been car-
ried to such perfection, that it can be made (o aet upon the whola
mass of the people, it will be wise and charitable to entrust the high
constitutional functions” exclusively to such number as can he conve.
niently subjected to the purifying process of King Caueus.

The undersigned, overwhelmed by the profound erudition, the co-
gent reasoning, the splendid Rhetoric of the commilttee, and rebuked
by their blushing * Republican modesty,” would have shrunk from
such an uncqual contest, but that he felt it to be his duty as an humble
Sentinel, to sound the alarm to the people when he saw King Caucus
with his ruthless host, casting lots for the spoils of anticipated vic.
tory.  Very respectfully submitted.

ROB. J. FLOYD.

Which was received.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills reported
bill entitled, An Acl to amend the several acts relative to County
Commissioners, as correctly enrolled.

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow-
ing report ;

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred an en-
grossed bill from the House of Representatives entitled, “ An act in
addition to an act to organise Courts of Probate for the State of Flori-
da,” ask leave to

REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration—that in their
opinion many if not most of the provisions of the biJl are already the
law of this State—that there are other provisions that the committee
cannot approve, and that although there may be some which are salu.
tary, as a whole, they cannot recommend the passage of the bill—
and they ask the concurrence of the Senate herein, and to be dis.
charged from its further consideration.

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received.

Also the following :

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the petition
Alexander McKenzie, praying that his wife Sarah Jane McKenzie be'
allowed to take a child’s part in licu of dower assigned her in the
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estate of her late husband, John Herring, of Gadsden county, dec'd.,

ask leave to 3
‘ - REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration-~that they are
not furnished with any evidence as to the number of children inter«
ested in said estate, and are without any means of knowing what
consequences would follow from attempting by an enactment to vary
the rights and interests of the said Sarah Jane and the children of
her said husband respectively as they.at present exist, - If there be
but one child, then the wife would gain by taking a child’s part, for
she would be entitled to half. If there were two children only, then
she would be entitled to one third-—which is the same as dower. If
there were more than two children, she would lose by taking a child’s
part instead of dower. ‘The petitioner sets forth that she would l_ostf,
and that the children would gain by allowing her to take a child’s
part. If that:is all that is wanted, your committee cannot see why
she may not attain the object desired, by a voluntary relinquishment
by her and her present husband, the petitioner, 1o the children of a
portion of the dower to which she is entitled. If the children are not
to gain hut to lose by the proposed law, then the committee are of
opinion that such a law would attempt to disturb rights already vested,
and which in the opinion of your committee cannot be done by legis.
lative enactment. ~ The committee therefore do not feel at liberty
to recommend the passage of the law proposed by the petition—
and they ask to be discharged from the further"consideration of ‘the

subject )
. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which.was received.
Also the following : )
The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a. bill to
be entitled, An act providing for bail in certain cases, ask leave to

REPORT :

That they have had the same under consideration, and they re-
commend the passage of the said bill as amended herewith.
8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received. . o

Mr. I'airbanks, from a Select Committee, presented the following
report :

r"I‘he Select Committee,appointed.to report upon the memorial of
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Philadelphia,

REPORT :

That the subject of providing for an accurate and careful regis-
tration of births, marriages, and deaths, is one well worthy of an at.
tentive consideration. _

To us as a community, dependent in a great measure upon the
healthfulness of our climate for an increase of population by immi-
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gration, it is peculiarly important that we should be able to demon:-

strate, by the unerring proof of statistical tables, its favorable vital: ¢

influences. This can’ in no way be accomplished but by a well
digested system of registration of births, marriages and deaths.

Great injustice is now done, we believe, to the South generally,
and to our own State particularly, in the estimate of comparative
healthfulness instituted between it and the Northern States. As
high an extra charge as one per cent on the amount insured is now
charg. d upon life insurance in this State over that in Virginia, Ma-
ryland, &c., while your Committee believe that the mortality and
proneness to disease are actually less h-re than'th-re. If we can
cstablish, as your Committee believe we can, by statistical tables,
the superiority of our climate in its exemption from disease, we shall
rapidly promote the ingress of population from more unhealthy and
sterile portions of the South.. The Registers kept by the Medical
Officers of the British army during its British occupation from 1763
10 1783, indicated that it was the healthiest point occupi d by the
British troops in any quarter of the globe : and the Registers of our
own army have showa that even during the Florida war the loss by
disease and death was less than at the garrison stations in the North
and West. Our towns upon the eoast have long been famed for
their salubrity, and it is believed the hea'th of the interior would
compare favorably with any portion of the Unite | States.

The following table of the number of deaths in proportion to the
population in the cities of Charleston and Philadelphia, show that,
whie the mortality of the white population of Charleston is no
greater than that of Philadelphia, the mortality among-the blacks in
Charl ston is fully - ne-thi‘d less than in Philadelplia, and is said to
be but one-fourth of that in Boston ; facts having an important bear-
ing upon the examination of the question as to the more sanitory
condition of blacks in the Slave States.

Tables of Mortality in Charlesion and Philadelphia.

CIIARLESTON. PHiLApELEPIIA.
Years. . Whites. Blacks. Whites. 1lacks..
1831 1 in 46 1 in 37 1 in 39 1 in 33
1832 1 in 55 1 in 55 1 in 28 1 in 22
1833 1 in 55 1 in 55 ' 1 in 47 1 in 35
1834 1in 42 1 in 44 Y. Fever, 1 in 41 1 in 33
1835 1 in 43 1in 46 do. do. 1 in 38 1in 21

Your Committee therefore recommend the passage of an vct t»

provide for tie registration of births, deaths and marriages.
G, R. FAIRBANKS, Chairman.

Which was received and concurred in.

Mr. Fairbanks, from a Select Committee, made the following re-
ort

The Joint Select Committee appointed to examine the office and
proceedings of the Register of Public Lands, ask leave to

/
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" REPORT: =
That they have examined, with much care and attention, the op-

-erations of this office,and have found it managed with the utmost

skill, order, and economy. It will be recollected that previous to

the election of the present Register, the office had been vacant for a

year,.and consequently the present incumbent hasbeen required'to
arrange and regulate, not only the business of the current year, but
the principal portion of that of the preceding year, and at the same
time to make a complete organization of his office. His attendance
at Washington for the purpose of securing. to the State an early re-
cognition of the selections made has also been required. He has .
also attended and made sales of above twelve thousand acres of land
in different portions of the State. - Your commitiee deem it but just,
to express their favorable opinion of the promptness, judgment and
ability with which'these varied and arduous duties have been per-
formed. : :

The operations of the office may be briefly summed up as follows :

QUANTITY OF LAND SELECTED.

“or Seminarie 48,437 acres.
For ool " § Approred. - e
% Internal Improvements, 155,061 «
“ Internal Improvements, selected,”but not
reported, 43,737 ¢
Quantity of land selected, __ 254,606 ¢
R T 7‘JI'IRHT ' SECQND-- -_'_';'l:l;]{D ’

BY WHOM SELECTED.

QUALITY. | QUALITY. |’ QUALITY.

A. M. Randolph, I |17,069 19|11,971 47| 20,927 92
A. M. Randolph, 12,134 00|22,286 00| 25,333 00
B. F. Whitner, i 25,303 37|16,639 70| 35,699 42
H. Wells, 4,154 18] 8,552 71] 10,303 06
B. Barkley, ' 3,291 10| 3,336 31| 17,934 92
8. J. Pérry, 8,190 00} 3,910 00} 7,570 08
70,141 84(66,696 19]117,768 32
v 66,696 19
70,141 84

Acres, 254,606 35

Cost of locating, $8,785 65

The amount of sales have been 11,805 acres, producing $32,825
24, and averaging 82 73 per acre. ‘These sales were, however,
miade of lands long since sélected, and some of which were apprais-
ed at only 81 peracre. The amount received seems to your com-
mittee fully equal to any.reasonable anticipation. The selection of

* State lands is proceeding as rapidly as practicable, five lecating

agents being now in the field.

o
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Further sales of lands are to take place, the ensuing Spring, in
Madison, Jefferson, and Marion Counties.

The result of the operations of the office during the past year have
not only enabled it to defray its current expenses, but to lay by a sur-
plus to be funded. It seems to your committee that some provision
should be made by law to enable the Register to comply with that
portion of it which requires his office to be constantly open, by au-
thorizing the employment of a clerk or deputy for the purpose of
keeping open said office in the necessary absence of the Register.

' G. R. FAIRBANS,
Chairman Senate Committee.
0. M. AVERY,
LOUIS ALDRICH,
Chairman House Commiltee.
B. J. J. MITCHELL.

Which was received and concurred in. :

The following message from the House was received and read,
and the order therein contained concurred in: [

House or Rerresextatives, Dee. 27th, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir: The House has this day adopted the following :

Ordered that, the Senate concurring, the General Assembly will,
at 3 o'clock on this day, go into an Election fora Comptroller of
Public Accounts, to fill the vacancy in that office occasioned by the
resignation of N. P. Bemis, the late Comptroller.

Very respeetfully, W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act relating to
crimes and misdemeanors, s

Was read a third time, and on the question, * Shall the bill pass 1"
the yeas and nays were ;

Yeas—Mr., President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,
Watts—14.

Nays—None. i

So the bill passed, Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to amend an act relative to elec-
tions in this State, passed Dec. 29, 1845,

Was read a third time.

Mr. Avery moved to amend the title of said bill so that it read as
follows :

An act in addition to an act relative to elections in this State, pass.
ed Dec. 29, 1845.

Which was adopted.

On the question, * Shall the bill pass?” the yeas and nays were :
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Yeas—Mr. President, Meesrs, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fai
Lorimer, McMillan, Tal;or. T:ac'ey, W{;ls—-lo.' e

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

ll)‘Lde;'eld that the same be eertified to the House,

The following communieation from his Excell
B o e xcellency the Governor,

Execurive DEpartMENT, December 27, 18
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Reprl’aenlatifes: .

] It beches my duty to inform you t at N. P. Bemis, Esq., re.
glgned his ofﬁce_ of Comptroller of Public Accounts, to take effect on
I.‘uesday _Ialt, the 218t instant. His commission would not have ex.
pired until the end of the present session. '

The office being thus vacant, and the power of appointing to fill
the vacaocy not being constitutionally vested in me, during a session
of the General Assembly, it becomes your province to decide whe.
ther or not you will elect some one Comptroller for the balance of -
Mr. Bemis’ unexpired term. Very respectfully, |

) ) L W. D. MOSELEY.
mEng}oséed bill ﬁmu]?'dl" Jtl.ln act to amend an act to organize the
oftice of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the Stat i
g L 8 of the State of Florida, ap.

Was read a third time, and on the question,  Shall the bill pass1?

Ihelycu and nays were : ’ X
'eas—Mr. President, Messrs., Avery, Burritt, Fai i
McMillan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Watls—10.” R

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certifiad to the House.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

3 o'crLock, P. M.

The following icatio i i
e G g comm-umcalwn was transmitted to His Excellency
Sexate Cuawser, Dece :
'I‘c; Ill]u Erlc]ellﬁncy U}t)e Governor of Florfdc; : ki
_ 1 have the honor herewith to transmit for your approva i
titled, An Act to amend the several acts relai’;ve Io')([))ounl;r !:j!;::l:lr:il:-
sioners, passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly ami
signed b! the presiding officers thereof, Very respectfully, ’
. © C. W. DOWNING, Sec. Senate.
On'monon,’ Messrs. Avery, Watts, and Austin, were appointed a
committee to inform the House that the Senate was now ready lo go
intoithe election of Comptroller of Public Accounts for the Slale!’ot'
_Flondn.. to act during the remainder of the Session, (z\fr. Bemis hav
ing resigned,) who reported that that duty had been performed. ’
A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
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eady to proceed to said elections; whereupon the Senate pro.
:?e‘:i:dntoylhe Elall of the House of Reprgselnlatives, and the Generad
Assembly proceeded by joint vote in said election.

By they i':witnlion of {hi Speaker of the House, the President of the
Senate took the Chair. . .

The President having announced that nominations were in .order,

M. Forward nominuated Simon Towle.

No other nominations being made, the vote was as follows :

For Simon Towle—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Au_stm, Bur-
ritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Lorimer, McMillin, Moseley, Priest, San.
derson, Tabor, "I'racey, Watts, Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Aldrich, Ban.
nerman, Bradwell, Burnham, Collins, Cook, Crawford, Forward,
Garrason, Hagner, Huncock, Henderson, Higginbotham, Ho!:an,
King, A. E. Maxwell, Morrison, Overstreet, Quiggles, Scott, Shel-
don, Smith, Taylor, Waterston—39.

So the President declared Mr. Towle duly elected Comptroller of
Jublic Accounts of this State to fill the vacancy caused by the resig-
ion of N. P. Bemis. )
nafllfl}:; Sgiate having returned to their Chamber, proceeded with
Jhel?a(i’rlrdt‘:‘)rsl;e entitled, An Act to provide for bail in certain cases,

econd time. )
wn;l:?l;'('ia?r;mnks moved to amend the title of said Lill !O'Ih'al. it read,
as,follows, viz: Bill to be entitled An Act to allow the privilege of
bail in certain cases. Which was adopted. L

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act in addition to an act to organize Courts
of Probate for the State of Florida, wasread a seFond time.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, said bill was indefinitely postponed.

House bill eutitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to
amend the execution laws, approved 15 March, 1844, was read a se-
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson referred to a sclece com-
_mittee ; said committee consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, Austin and

l':lc:lf:e bill entitled, An act to make valid the procee(!ings of sun-
dry persons commissioned as Justices of lhe‘l"ence of this State, was
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, referred to the
ici mmittee. "
Ju?;'i:;la:g b(ioenli:led. An act for the relief of lh!.! poor and qentllute.
and to guard against the accumulation of pauperism in the Cou:}ly of
Leon, was raed a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a

i ing to-morrow. .
:hlflf‘lh;emll::dng communication from his Excellency the (T\'ernor,
S l‘ﬂ“ll!;:zcu'rzvt: DEerPARTMENT, D_ec. 27, 1847,

p the Senate and House of Represenlatives : ]
¢ elnllfzr‘.-'l:ulhq{ honor herewith to lrai{smit the enclosed corpmumga.
tion, which I have deemed it my duty to luy before you without e}
Aay. The subject matter has so frequently engaged the attention o
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the General Assembly, in mentorials and resolutiens to the Federa?
Government, without a redress of the grievance complained of, that
I really feel at a loss- to make any suggestions from which I can
hope for success. The information communicated is derived from
a source entitled to the highest respect.: If you shall deem its consi-
deration sufficiently important at this stage of the session, to share 2
portion of yourlabors, it is respectfully submitted, without any special
recommendation on my part, from the conviction that you will do
what in your judgment may be necessary and. proper for the security
of that portion of our fellow-citizens' who, from their proximity, may ,
be more immediately interested in the removal of this remnant of
the Seminoles, Very respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.
Casa pE'Laco, Fla., 24th December, 1847,
His Excellency W. D, MoseLey,
Gorernor of Florida :

Stz It is proper that I should communicate to you the following
extracts from a letter of my son’s, (B. F. Whitner, jr.) Heis en.
gaged in a survey of Public’ Lands for the U. S, about sixty milesin
a North East direction from Tampa, on the old road to Fort Mellon.
The letter is dated at # Camp, December Oth, 1847.”

“I wrote you that I had lost one of my mules some time ugo,”
(about three weeks previously,) « supposed to be stolen by Indians;
Another has just died, and I am left with but one.” * TWe'sce Indians
cvery day—perfectly friendly-—but [ think the rascals stole‘my first
mule, and have since taken all iny corn,” ] have been compelled,
however, to hire another hand on their account, to guard provisions.”

Your Excellency will perceive that these Indians are from eighty
to a hundred miles outside of the boundary assigned them by the
General Government—many miles North of white settlements, al-
though there are no seftlers in the neighborhood of my son’s survey.
I this stafe of things is permitted to continue, collisions must inevi-
tably occur between the white settlers and these marauders, Prompt
communication of the facts to the Indian agent, to the U, S. officers
in command at Tampa, and through them to the Indian Chiefs, may
he the means of having these. robbers recalled within their proper
limits before any more serious consequences follow.

I have the honor to he your excellency’s obt. servt,
BENJ. F. WHITNER.

On motion of Mr, Burritt, referred to the Committee on the state
of the Commonwealth. . )

House preamble and resolutions in relation to the removal of the-
Public Arms and Equipments, were, on motion of Mr. Fairlianks,
postponed until to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to exempt the inhabitants of Amelia Isl.
and, in the County of Nassau, from working upon the roads on the*



152

main land, was read a second time, and order#d to be engrossed for
a third reading to-motrow.

House preamble and resolutions relative to the passage of a law in
relief of certain citizens of this State, were a second time.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by adding at the end of seetion 2 the
following : >

As also for all who have sustained losses by the Indians.

Which amendment was adopted, the rule being waived, the pre-
amble and resolutions read a third time and passed. -

House bill entitled, An aect to authorize the Treasarer of Alachua
county to pay over to the Treasurer of Marion county, the amount of
the County tax in his hands, assessed and collected upon lands lying
in Marion county, was on motion, read a third time by its title, and
on the question, * Shall the bill pass 1’ the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—=Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor,
Tracey, Watts—14.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated. :

Resolution in relation to the employment of Hugh Archer in the
Comptroller’s office, was read a second time, {

Mr. Avery moved to amend by adding,

Resolved 2d, That the amount of said allowance shall be withheld
from said N. P. Bemis’ salary, so far as the said N. P. Bemis is justly
responsible for the work done.

On which the yeas and nays wero called for by Messrs. Fair-
banks and Smith, and were: ‘

Yeas—Messrs. Avery and McMillan—2,

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Lorimer, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—12.

So the Senate refused to adopt the amendment. Ordered that
said resolution be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Actto amend the several acts regulating
Judicial Proceedings, was on motion of Mr. Fairbanks postponed
until to-morrow. ;

House bill entitled, An Act to repeal an act entitled an act to
amend an act to establish a tarifl of fees, appreved Feb. 15, 1834,
and which was aporoved Dec. 27, 1845, was on motion of Mr. Avery
laid upon the table. ‘

House resolutions relative to locating the School Lands if eighths
of sections, was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading
to.morrow.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to organize the county of Holmes,
was read a third time, and on the question, * Shall the bill pass?”
the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—NMr. President, Messrs. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts
—13. an

Nays—Mr. Austin—1.

-Bo the bill passed. Title' as stated. Ordered that the same bw
éertified to the House. :

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to abolish the Charter of the Cit
of Apalachicola, was read a third time, and on the question, Shall
the bill pass? the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,
Watts—13. : _ .

Nays—None ; so the bill ed by the requisite constitutional
majority, Title as stated. Ordered that the same be certified tor
the House. :

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.’

Tuespay, December 28, 1847,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. . .

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Tracey, the reading of
the Journal was dispensed with.

The following communicationr was transmitted to his Excellency -
the Governor by the Secretary of the Senite and Clerk of the House
of Representatives :

» House or RepreseNTATIVES, December 28, 1847,
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida : ‘

Sir :—The two Houses having met in the House of Representa.
tives on yesterday (27th inst.) for the purpose of electing a Comp-
troller of Public Accounts for the State of Florida, to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of N. P. Bemis, Mr, Simon Fowle wag
alone put in nomination, and, having received thirty-nine votes, the
President declared him duly elected Comptroller of Public Accounts
for the State of Florida, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig-
nation of N. P. Bemis. ‘

Very Respectfully,
g . W. C. DOWNING,
‘ Sec. Senate,
' . 1W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk.House of Representatives.

M:. Sandérson presented the following Resolutions, which wera
read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.morrow.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, 1st, That any Territory
which the United States may hereafier acquire by purchase or other:
Wise, becomes the common property of the several States composing
the confederacy ; and whilst it so continues, it is the right of each
citizen of each and every State to reside with his property of every
description within such territory.

Resolved, 2(1,2(;[‘1:&1 in their opinion the Compromise, known as
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the “ Missouri Compromise,” having been entered into by the Na-
tional Congress, under mutual concessions, should be sacredly ob.
served, and declared binding forever upon the Union, '

Resolved, 3d, That in the event the * Missouri Compromise” shall
be violated by our Northern brethren, it will be the duty of the
Southern representation to fall back upon the constitutional ground of
equality and justice ; and should the Constitutional barrier prove in.
sufficient to secure to us an equal inheritance, as well to the public
domain as to the rights and privileges of freemen, then to withdraw
from the National Congress, and return to their constituents.

Mr. Floyd presented the following pteamble and resolution, which
were read the first time and ordered for a second reading to-morrow.

Whereas, large tracts of the public lands lying in the vicinity of
lake Okec-cho-bee, and in that region South of said lake called “ The
Everglades,” being covered with water, are incapable of being sur-
veyed and subdivided, and are therefore valueless to the United
States ; and whereas, it is believed that a lurge portion of said lands
may be drained by canals, reclaimed, and made valuable fqr the cul-
tivation of tropical plants and fruits ; and whereas, itis believed that
these lands, if reclaimed, would not only remunerate this State for
the expense of such reclamation, but would yield a considerable sur-
plus above such expense—therefore, ) .

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represenlatives of the Stale
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That Congress be request-
ed to grant to this State all of said lands lying South of Carloo-sa-
hatchee river and of the Northern shore of lake Okee-cho-bee, and
between the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic ocean, on condition
that the State will drain them, and apply the proceeds of the sale
thereof, afier defraying the expense of draining, to purposes of educa-
tion. !

Mr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, presented the following
report : j . .

The Select Committee to whom was referred the bill to be enti-
tled, An Act to amend an act entitled an actto amend the Execu-
tion law, has had the same under consideration, and REPORT the
same back with an amendment, and recommend its passage.

J. P. SANDERSON, Chairman.

Which was received. ) .

The House returned House bill entitled, An Act to provide Writs
of Error in Criminal Cases, which had been ;amended by the Se-
nate, with a message stating that the House refused to concur in the
amendments of the Senate. .

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate insisted upon their amend-
ments. f

ORDERS OF THE DAY. /

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to allow the privilege of bail in
s8rtain cases,
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‘Was read the third time, and on the question * shall the bill pass? -
‘ithe yeas and nays were : !

Yeas—Mr. President,-Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, -
Tracey, Watts—15.

Nay—Mr. Tabor—1. )

So said bill passed. Title as stated. .

Ordered that the same be certified to the House :

Engroessed bill entitled, An act for the relief of the poor and des.
titute, and to guard against the accumulation of pauperism in the
County of Leon,

Was read the third time, and on the question “ shall the bill pass ?”
the yeas and nays were : ] j

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, Mcillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
Tabor, Tracey, Watts—16.

Nays—None. ;

So the bill passed—title as stated,

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Engrossed hill entitled, An act to exempt the inhabitants of Ame-
lia Island, in the County of Nassau, from working on the roads on the
main land in said County,

Was read the third time, and on the question “ shall the bill pass "
the yeas and nays were : .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, "
Tabor, Tracey, Watts—16. .

Nays—None. ko

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Bill te be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to au-
thorize and empower the Comptroller of Public Accounts to audit
and allow the contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts and Supreme
Court of Florida, approved by the Governor December 29, 1845,

Was read the second time.

On motiop of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into 2
Comnmittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments,
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof,

Which report was concurred in, the amendments adopted, the bill
read a second time, 2nd ordered to be engrossed for a third reading

{o-morrow.

Resolutions relative to the Wilmot Proviso, presented by Mr. Fair-
banks, the minority of the Committee on Federal relations,

Were read a second time. .

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the vote of the Senate, relative to stri-

- king out the first, second and third resolutions, which was taken on

Friday last, was reconsidered.
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On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

3 o’CLOCK, P. M.

The Senate proceeded with the consideration of the resolutions rela.
tive to the Wilmot Proviso, offered by Mr. Fairbanks, the minority of
the committee on Federal Relations. ”

On motion of Mr. Avery the 1st regolution avas stricken out.

Mr. Avery moved to substitute the following jn licu thereof :

Be it Resolved, That war, being the direst calamity which can
befal a nation, bringing, as it does, in its train the tears of the wi-
dow, the wail of the orphan, desolation, disease, and death, should
never be undertakes, so long as it can be evoided with honor, or so
long as difficulties between pations may be settled by negotiation.

Resolved, 2d, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, “ the
immediate cause of the war between the United States and Mexico
was the marching of our forces from Corpus Cheisti to the banks of
the Del Norte”—and that the President of the United States in or-
dering General Taylor to the Rio Del Norte, at a time when he
bad in his possession information from the commander of the Mexi-
can forces, that the Mexican troops would remain on the West side
of the Del Norte, if the American troops would'remain at Corpus
Christi, (the President withholding from Congress that information,)
is himself justly responsible for all the money which has been ex-
pended, the blood which has been shed, the lives which have been
Jost, the suffering which has been endured, in the present unhappy

. contest.

Resolved, 3d, That while we feel free to express our disapproba-
tion of the conduct of the President of the United States in precipi-
tating this country into a war with Mexico, we do not mean to he
understood as justifying the conduct of Mexico towards the United
States prior to the war, nor as proposing to withhold the support
necessary to bring the war to a speedy and honorable conclusion,
believing as we do, that had the Congress of the United Statss, even
before the order of the President above alluded to, deemed it expedi-
ent to declare war, that body would have been justified in doing so.
Therefore,

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbank
and Costin, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Sanderson, 'l'raceg’, Walts—9. [

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, Smith,
Tabor—7. :

" So the substitute was adopted.

Mr. Fairbanks offered the following amendment :

Resolved, That the war with Mexico is National and should re.
ceive our united and cordial support.

Mr. Sanderson offered the following substitute :

< A S B4 S e ORI GO e
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AWheroas, a state of war exists between the United States and
Mexico, therefore— :

Resolved, That the war is National and as such, requires and should
receive cordial and united support. )

Which was adopted.

Ordered that said resolutions be engrossed for a third reading to-
morrow.

Engrossed resolutions in relation to the Wilmot Proviso, accompa-
nying the majority report of the. commitlee on Federal Relations,
were read a third time and adopted.

House bLill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An act to
amend the execution laws, approved 15th March, 1844,

Was read a second time. :

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senale resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole on said bill—Mr. Avery in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendmients, and
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof.

Which report was concurred in, the amendments adopted, the hill
read a second time, and the amendments ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading to-morrow. ' .

House bill entitled, An act to amend the several acts regulating
Judicial proceedings, i

Was read the second time. : ‘

Mr.-Sanderson moved to postpone said bill indefinitely.

Which was lost.

Ordered that said bill be read a third time to.morrow.

House preamble and resolution in relation to the removal: of the
Public Arms and Equinments,

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Tracey, laid upon
the table. ; ‘

House resolutions relative to locating the School Lands in eighths
of sections, "

Were read the third time and passed.

Engrossed resolution in relation to the employment of Hugh Ar-
cher in the Comptroller’s office, i °

Was read the third time and passed.

House bill entitled, An aect to declare Pittman’s Creek, in Walton
County, a navigable stream,

Was read the first time,and ordered for a second reading to.mor-

W. J

House bill entitled, An act to provide for the qualification, and to
prescribe the duties, of Clerks, Sheriflz, and County Commissioners
elected on the 1st Monday in October, 1847, and for other purposes,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor- -
Tow. _ .

House bLill entitled, An act in relation to roads in Columbia and
‘Nassau Counties, )
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Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.mor-
row.,

House bill entitled, An act to provide for the sale of lands granted
to the State for the purpose of Internal Improvement,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Sarah A, Hol-
den, of Jackson County, to that of Sarah A. Howell,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row. .

House bill entitled, An act amendatory of the criminal laws now
in force in this State,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

House preamble and resolution relative to a speedy survey of the
private land claims in Florida,

Was read the first time and ordered for n second reading on to-mor.
row.

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to organize the Circuit
Courts of the State of Florida, ‘

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row. %

House bill entitled, An Act making appropriation for the payment
of the printing and binding of Thompson’s Digest, and finally dis-
posing thereof,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-
morrow.

On motion, the Senate adjourned-until to-morrow 10 o’clock.

WepxNEspay, December 29, 1847.

“The Senate me: pursuant to adjournment.
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.
A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and
approved.
The following message from the House was received and read ;
Hovse or RerREsENTATIVES, Dec, 28, 1847.
Hon. President of the Senate : [
Sir :—I transmit, with the enclosed bill, the documents res)}ccli\'e.
ly connected with the passage.
Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
. Clerk Ho. Rep.
Also the following :
House or RepPreEsexTATIVES, Dec. 27, 1847,
Hon. President of the Senate :
Sir :—Senate bill entitled, # An act to prevent the introduction of
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negroes into the County of Franklin, in this State, for hire, belonging
to non-residents,” was this day lost, in the House. ; _
Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
» Clerk Ho. Rep.

: e following :

s Hgous}: or RErmrEsEsTaTIVES, Dec. 28, 1847,
Honorable President of the Senate : .

S1r :—The amendments to House “ Preamble and Resolution rela.
tive to the passage of a law in relief of certain citizens of this State,”
were this day concurred in by the House.

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
P i Clerk Ho. Rep.

Also the following :

House of RepresextaTIVES, Dec. 27, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senale : J

Sir :—The House insists upon its amendment to the enclosed bil®
entitled, An act to authorize the Executors of George Kingsley,dec’d.
to sell real estate. :

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
’ "Clerk Ho. Rep.

Whereupon the Senate insisted upon their disagreement to the
amendment of the House, and Messrs. Burritt, Sanderson and Smith,
werd appointed a committee to confer with a similar committee on the
part of the House, on said bill. )

The following message was also received and read:

S House of Represextarives, Dec. 27, 1847.
Honorable President of the Senaic : :

S1r :—The House insists upon its disagreement to the amendments
proposed by the Senate to the House bill entitled, * An act to provide
Writs of Error in criminal cases,” and has appointed Messrs. Hag-
ner, Forward and Scott, joint committce of conference to.act with a
similar committee on the part of the Senate in the further disposal of:
said bill, g

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,

- ! A Clerk Ho, Rep.

Whereupon Messrs. Burritt, Fairbanks and Avery were appointed
a committee to confer with said committee from the House on said

bill.
ORDERS OF THE DAY-

Engn;sscd bill entitled, An Act:to amend an act entitled an act to
authorize and empower the Comptroller of Public Accounts to audit
and allow the contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts and Supreme
Court, approved by the G?vernor, Dec. 29, 1845,
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Was read a third time, and on the question “shall the bill pass ¥’

the yeas and nays were :
eas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks; Lorimer, McMillan, Sanderson, Smith, Watts—11,

Nays—Messrs. Floyd, Priest and Tabor—3.

So said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be
certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act ¢ntitled an act to
amend the Execution laws, approved 15th March, 1844, was read
the third time, and on the question, Shall the bill pass? the yeas and
nays were :

Yeas—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Sanderson—>5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Floyd, Lorimer,
McMillan, Smith, Tabor, Watts—9,

So said bill was lost.

House bill entitled, An Act in relation to roads in Columbia and
Nassau counties, . )

Was read the second time, and it appearing that said bill was
precisely like a bill of the same nature sent down to the House from
the Senate, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Secretary was ordered
to return said bill to the House, with the request that the House
transmit to the Senate the original Senate bill on said subject.

House bill entitled, An Act to provide for the qualifications, and to
prescribe the duties of Clerks, Sheriffs and County Commissionérs,
elected on the first Monday in October, 1847, and for othér purposes,

Was read asecond time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

House bill entitled, An act to declare Pitman’s Creck, in Waltonr
County, a navigable stream,

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
Tow.

House Dill entitled, An act to amend an act to provide for the sale
of the lands granted to the State for the purpose of Internal improve-
ment,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Avery offered the following amendment :

Be it further enacted, That all conveyances of ‘land made by the
Register of Public Lands shall be attested by the Secretary of State,
undey the seal of the State ; and that conveyances so attested shall
be permitted to be recorded in the same manner as other deeds are
recorded.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment :

Be it further enacted, That after said lands shall have been offer.
ed as is contemplated under the above sections of this act, it shall be
lawful for any person or persons to become a purchaser or purchisers
of said lands, that may not have heen sold, at the following prices, to
wit: for first rate land, one dollar per acre ; second rate, seventy.
five cents ; and third rate, filty cents; and said Register be, and be
is hereby, authorized to take the same security as in other cases ; and'
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that no ono person shall bé entitled to purchase, under this amend:
ment, more than eighty acres.

On motion, said bill was postponed until to-morrow.

Engrossed resolutions relative to the Mexican war, i
Were read a third time, and on motion of Mr. Avery, laid upor
the table. ;

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Sarah A. Ilol-
den, of Jackson County, to that of Sarah A. Howell,

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An act amendatory of the criminal laws now
in force in this State,

Was reatl a second time, and on motion of Mr. Burritt, indefinitely
postponed. x )

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to organize the Circuit
Courts ol the State of Florida,

Was read the second time. .

Mr. Sanderson tnoved to amend by striking out * five,” where it
occurs in the 8th line of section 1st, und insert * six.”

Which motion was lost.

Said bill was ordered for a third reading to-morrov.

House bill entitled, An Act making appropriation for the payment
of the printing of Thompson’s Digest, and finally disposing thereof,

Was on motion of Mr. McLean, postponed until to-morrew.

Resolutions relative to the war with Mexico, offered by Mr. San-
derson, : :

Were read the second time, and- ordered to bo engrossed for a
third reading to-morrow.

Preamble and Resolution relative to the draining of the Everglades,

Were read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow. i

House Preamble and Resolution relative to a speedy survey of
the Private Land Claims in Florida, )

Were read a second time, the rule waived, read a third time, and
passed. ‘

House bill entitled, An Act to amend the several acts regulating
Judicial Proceedings, was read a third time, and on the questiop,
Shall the bill pass ! the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs., Austin, Burritt, Costin, Lcrimer,
McMillan, Priest, ‘I'abor—8.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Floyd, Moscley, Tracey—1.

So said bill passed. * Lille as stated. .

House bill entitled, An Act for the relief of Craven G. Fift,

Was read the first time, and, ordered for a second reading to-mor-
Tow,

House bill entitled, An Act for the reliefof R. E. Little,

Was read the first time.

Mr. Austin moved that the rule be waived, and said bill read &
second time. .

2t
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Which motion was lost, and the bill ordered’ for a second reading
10-morrow.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of John Stone,

‘Was read the fitst time, and ordered for a'second  reading to-mor-
TOW.

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messre. Fairbanks, Tabo?
and McMillan, was appointed to inform’the House_that the Senate
was now ready to go into the election of Register of Public Lands
and Clerk of the Supreme Court, who reported that that duty had
been performed.

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was ready to go into said elections,

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the House of Representatives.

On the invitation of the Speaker, the President took the Chair.

‘The President having announced that nominations for Clerk of the
Supreme Court were in order,

Mr. Lorimer nominated D. P. Hogue.

Mr. Blackburn nominated Marianno D. Papy.

The vote was as follows : p

For Hogue—MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, ‘Fracey, Watts, Mr. Speaker,
Messrs. Bannerman, Bradwell, Bryan, Collins, Crawford, Hagner,
Henderson, Higginbotham, Johnston, W. M. Maxwell, Morrison;
Overstreet, Quiggles, Scott, Sheldon, Smith, Tanner, Waterson—29.

" For Papy—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Ta-
bor, Aldrich, Allison, Arnou, Blackburn, Burnham, Cook, Forward,
Garrason, Hancock, Hobart, King, Mitchell of Jackson, Mitchell
of Monroe, Ross, Shields, Taylor—23.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, thie elections were suspended, and the
Senate returned to their Chamber.

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock.

3 0'CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Mr. Sanderson was added to the
committee on Taxation and Revenue.

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and he allowed to
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to organize a s?ﬁool for the
education of poor children, within the county of Franklin.

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time
by its title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to.morrow.

The rule being waived, Mr, Moseley was allowed to present a peti-
ticn from sundry citizens of Columbia county, praying an appropria.
tion for the cleaning out of the River Sawannee.

Which was read and referred to the committee on Internal Im-
provements.

The rule being waived, Mr. Sanderson presented a petition of the
satne nature.
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Whi N , ;
-mentllrl.lch was also referred to the committee on Internal ImProve-
The House returned Senate reselutions in relation to the Wilmot
Proviso, as passed by the House, without amendments. ° S
Ordereq to be enrolled.
On motion, the Senate adjourned until tosmorrow, 10 o’clock,

Tiurspay, December 30, 1847.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. -
Eev. Mr. g:.oice officiated as Chaplain.
quorum being present, on motion of Mr, T i
thtzr.{loun_ml was dispensed .wilh. i L
e following message was received ;
i g sag received from the House of Repre.
Housr RerreskNTATIVES, Decemb
Hasnarablc President of the Senale: s Sl R
1k :—The House has adopted the followin lati
. Touse has g, relative to the sub.
Ject for the special eonsiderati i joi i
s adjoumege; ) fon. of which the joint Asgembly thia
. 1. Res?lved, As lha.sense of .this House, that when the Constitu.
tion of this State requires a concurrent vote of both Houses of the
General Assembly, or when it requires a joint vote of both Houscs
of the Qen.eral Assembly, then, and in such an event, there should
be a majority of all those who are qualited as Senators and Repre.
aentall]wes_(ti? constitute a choice, leaving out of the number any that
;l:_aal h a:;;i:;:d.’ resigned, or ob!.amed leave of ahsence for the balancs
2. Resolved, As the further sense of this Hoﬁse that
Constitution or the law requiring a joint vote of the aG‘ezlvchrir]. :i}l:
sembly, then, and in ﬂlxal: event, a majority of a quorum of those Sen.
ators and Rgpresentauveu who have gualified only is necessary toa
c.hmce, [eavmg_ out of the computation any that may have djed re..
signed, or obtained léave of absence for the balance of the session
Which is srdered to be certified to the Senate. '
Very respectfully,
) W. B. LANCASTER,
B . . Clerk. House Representatives.
n the question to concur in said resolutions, the yeas and -nays
wwere called for by Messrs. Floyd and Tabor, and were : -
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Lorimer and Tracey—3,
M'I:]l;i:i)ﬁ;—Mﬁssrsl. Av;ry, Agﬁlin, Buarritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
an, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, T /atls—
So the i‘ienaie re;'used to,éoncur. PGy (ks WAl 10
‘I\;’r_. Snnder.f,[on offered the following resolution ; '
HEREAS, It is important the there should be a uniformity of con.
:Eructlon for fulure_guidance and action of the two Housgsoofc?!?n
Leneral Assombly in-all cdses of election by said hodies : therefore,
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De it Resolved, As the sense of the General Assembly, that when
the Constitution of the State requiries a concurrent vote of both
Houses of the General Assembly, then, and in that event, there
should be a majority of all the Senators and Representatives elect to
constitute a choice ; and that when the Constitution of the State re-
quires a joint vote, then, and in such event, there should be a major-
ity of all the Senators and Representatives present, provided there ig
a majority of each body present. L

Which were received, and ordered to be placed among the orders
of the day.

Mr. Burritt moved the following :

Mr. Burritt moves that the Senate communicate to the House of
Representatives its readiness to wait upon that bedy, at any hour of
this day which may suit its convenience, to proceed in the election of
a Clerk of the Supreme Court of this State, and Register of the Pub-
lic Lands, and which election was suspended on yesterday.

Which was adopted, and the House informed by a committee con.
sisting of Messrs. Fairbanks, Moseley, and Costin.

Mr. Tabor offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this General Assembly, (the House of Represent-
atives concurring,) adjourn sine die on the Gth day of January, 1848.

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow. .

A committee from the ITouse informed the Senate that the House
was ready ta proceed with the election of Register of Public Lands
and Clerk of the Supreme Court so soon as the Senate should be
pleased to proceed therewith.

+ Mr. Floyd presented the following resolution, which was read the
first time. :

Rescleed by the Senale of the General Assembly of the State of
Florida, 'That the important public services of Major General Zacha-
ry Taylor, his admitted ability and strict integrity, his elevated posi-
tion in the confidence of the American people, his republican habits
and manners, and his independent relation to the two great political
parties of the country, all point to him, at a time so critical as this, as
the first choice of the American people for the office of President of
the United States. g

Mr. Floyd moved that the rule be waived and said resolution read
a second time.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Costin, and were : ,

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Coslin, Floyd; McMillan,
Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—9.

Nays—Messrs. Burritt, Fairbanks, Mosely, Priest, Smith—>5.

So the Senate refused to waive the rule.

Ordered that said resolation be read a second time.

Mr. Watts from the commitice on taxation and revenue presented
the following report :

The Committee on' Taxation and Revenue, who were instructed
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to report the amonnt which may be realized from the taxes assessed
under the present laws, and what amount will be necessary for the
current expenses of the year 1848, and whether any, and what
amount of other or additional taxes are requisite, beg leave respect-
fully to REPORT : ;

That they have fully and carefully examined the subject referred
to them, and from an examination of the asiessment rolls of the year
1847, they find that, the amount nassessed for that year was, includ-
ing double taxes, the sum of $51,731.80—thatthe amounrs deducted
for insolvencies and overcharges, including the expense of assessing
and collecting, would reduce the amount which has been, and will
probably be paid into the Treasury, to the sum of about $41,000—
that taking the assessment of. 1847 as our guide in estimating the
amount which may be collected for the yoar 1848, undes the rates
of taxation prescribed by existing laws, we can hardly estimate that
the nett receipts wvill be an amount exceeding $42,000.

‘The next point to which our attention is directed by the resolution
is the probable expenditure for the support of the State Govern-
ment for the year 1848—upon which point your Committee submit
the following estimate, prepared by the Comptroller under a resolu-
tion from the House of Representatives—remarking, however, that
we deem the estimate for paying jurors as too low, hut perhaps the
general estimate is very nearly correct ; and remarking further that
the outstanding balances due from the Sherifls for the year 1847,
are considered sufficient by the Comptroller to meet the outstanding
warrants issued prior to 1st Nov..1847.

Probable Expenditures for Fiscal Year 1848.
Estimated amount outstanding, not audited, and which

accrued prior to Fall Term, 1847, . - $1,200

Legislative Department.—Session of 45 days :—
Pay of members, clerks, and other officers, $10,860

Printing for the session, - - - 2,350
Contingent expenses, - . . 350
=13,560
Ezecutive Departiment.—Salary of officers, - . 4,200
Judicial Department.—Salary of four Judges, Attorney
General and four Solicitors, - - s 9,300
Militia, Expense of.—Salary of Adjt. & Inspector Gen’l. 500
Printing Laws, &c.—Printing Laws and Reports of Su-
preme Court, - b = - - 1.000
Supreme Court.—Fees and per diem of clerk,  $250
Per diem of Sherifl’ and servant hire, - 150
Contingent expenses, - - - . 300
. =700
Thompson’s Digest of Laws.—TPay to Compiler, $2,500
Expense publishing and distributing, . 2,500
—_— —5,000
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Hzpenses Public Lands.~Salary of Regi
Travelling expenses, . ry-o e-gxster-, 81'333

c?m:a: Pmecuwd ions and Contingent Expense of Courts, 7%’383
y ugges tha_t a specific appropriation for each =«
Lounty be made, keeping the expense of crimingls and
g(;;ltlng;l}! ©Xpenses separate and distinct.]
ay of Jurors, at one dolla
Contingent Fun’d. - ° ,-r per}day, . . . ;'333
L 'y

Toal, 861,86
* - + ! 0
The following table will show the estimate for each counl,y in

which courts are held.

Counties, No. of days||No. days|[Appro’n fot||Appro'n f T
Escmma LGramI J;ry Pet.;;ry[ Gran:;%ry.”Pelfi)t J;;_;i”ﬁm‘;:x‘r:t:
%l;nlm Rosa 6 8 90 ?gg ggg
b thqn 6 8 90 192 282
Jacal: ington 2 4 30 ' 9& 126

son 8 16 120 384 5
galho;:.n 4 4 60 96 Z.l)gg

ranklin 8 12 120 288 408
ks Total for Western Circuil, 2,166
- en : 13 12 120 288 408
Wolla x 24 180 576 756
Jefferson 8 1g lgg ég? ¢ o
?}:::islon 6 12 90 283 ggg
ton 4 6 60 144 2(‘14
Total for Middle Circui, F
Orange and St. Lucie 4 4 f !GOe C"’"‘“gﬁ 83,;03
arion 6 .
al:;chl;)a' and Levy 6 S gg 1l gé 332
Na::u ia 2 f 1623 192 ﬂlg
. 96
g;‘l\ Ja:}ms 8 8 120 192 ;?g
8 8 120 192 312
. Total for Eastern Circuit, 81,812
5 6 6 90 ¢
]l'{[:)l:;!;zrough 6 6 90 }23 : ég:
6 6 920
144
Pade 0 0 00 000 333
Total for Southern Circuit, 02
Grand Total, 87,006
N. P. BEMIS, Comptrolley!
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The third point referred to the Committee is, whether any artd
what increase of taxation is necessary 1 i
Your Committee would remark that, it appears from the foregoing
estimate, that aboutthe sum of $62,000 will be required to defray .
the expenses of the Staté Government for the year 1848, and' that
the present rates of assessment will not bringz over thé nett sum of
842,000, leaving a déficit of $20,000. Ifitis the intention of the
Legislature to raise the means of paying the amount appropriated, it
is evident that it will require an increase irf the present rate of taxa-
tion. 'The expenses of last year were $52,000, and the payment of
the Jurors and Compilation of the Laws, which will fall within the
present year, gives the increased expenditure. The exemption of
many articles from taxation, throws a greater burden upon other ar-'
ticles taxed, and upon the adoption and carrying into effect of an ad.
valorem system, it is believed the taxation may be reduced by the
greater and more general equalization of taxation, ¥n order to nieet
the necessary expenses of the curremt year, your Committee report
the following table of such a uniformi ncrease upon the present taxable
property of the State as will present the smaliest burden, upon any
one class of tax payers, while it will bring near the amount required,
and it is hoped by'an economical management, and careful hus.
banding of our resources, the State may come out at the end of the
year, with all its liabilities satisfied.
TayanLe Srecies o PROPERTY, AND AMOUNT WIIICH WILL)BE
REALIZED UPON: THE AMOUNT RETURNED FoR 1847.

Itens of Taxation. Amount returned for 1847 2

Money it Interest, $1.14,452 at 25 cts. on each $100, will

produce, ) . : $1,112 22
Bank Stock, 630,238« [ “ 1,709 .32
Merchants’ Stock in trade, SO2,505 (L L] 2,007 06
Commission Merchants, 118,825 ¢ L Ly, 207 (i)
Carriages, &c., 03,406 ¢ “ L] 233 74
Town Lots, ¢ 2,108,025 & - s 5,261 0
Yalue of Saw Mills, 103,150« € 4 257 87
“  of Wharves, 167,620 < 1 L 419 05
33,233 Slaves, average value $300, at 25 cts. per §100, 24,920 00
37,1454 Cat{le of residents over 100 head, §th cents each, 29721 08
5,775 Cattle of non-residents, ‘¢ ¢ {th cents cach, 36 (9
S51 Gold Walches, at 62§ cents each, - 031 sF
767 Silver Watches, at 31} cents cach, 239 68

1st rate Land, 219,069 acres, at 1} cent per acre, 13,123 74
20 o« 6O1,050 “ 1 [T ot 6,019 <6
3d & = 2008,4S3 ¢ S 7,756 80
7,776 White Males, Poll Tax, 50 cents, T 3,808 oo
118 Free Negroes, W =100 592 00

5 Bank Agencies, 200 00 1,000 oC

6 Insurance Agencies, 30 00 150 0

§3 Retailers Spirituous Liquors, 20 00 1,660 00

38 Tavern and Inn keepers, , 10 00, 350 00

13 Bars and Restaurauts, : 20 00 260 00

12 Ten Pin Alleys, 10 00° 120 00

10 Billiard Tables, 2500 250 00
Income of Lawyers, £50,230 at 25¢. per §100, - 125 57
" Doctors, 41,490 s 66 e 103 92

o “ 43 yo

L Weighersof Cotton,&c. 17,575 ¢
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Auction Tax, 2 per cent, 758 8o
Fines and Forfeitures, 618 60
In order to show the absolute necessity of an increase of taxation,
we would call attention particularly to the fact, that-the expenses of
the year 1847 have exceeded the nett amount of taxes by some
810,000 But for the year 1848, it is necessary to provide for an
expenditure approximate to that of last year, with the additional ex.
pense of paying Jurors added. Believing that it is the desire of the
people of this State to maintain its credit untarnishéd, and to keep
out of debt, that bane of all new States, we .pregent a bill to provide
for the payment of this increased expenditure, and to prevent a State
debt. S. L. BURRITT,
JOHN M. SMITH,
G. R. FAIRBANKS,
J. P. SANDERSON,

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the reading of the report was dis-

Eensed with, and 100 copies of the bill accompanying it ordered to
e printed. .

Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported
resolution in relation to the Wilmot Proviso as correctly enrolled.

Mr. Mosely, from the committee on Internal Improvements, pre-
sented the following report :

The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was referred
the petition of the owners of the steamer Glasgow and sundry citizens
of the counties of Columbia and Madison, have had the same under
consideration, and ask leave to submit the following

REPORT:

That in the opinion of the committee the removing of the obstruc.
tions so as render the Suwannee River navigable, is of great impor.
tance to a large section of this State, and deserves the consideration
of the General Assembly. This river, if rendered navigable during
all seasons of the year, will afford to the counties of Columbia, Levy
and a portion of Alachua on the one side, Madison and Hamilton on
the other side within the limits of the State, and of Thomas, Lowndes
and Ware, of Georgia, permanent and valuable facilities for con.
veying their produce to market, and returning with their supplies.
This river may be rendered navigable a distance of two hundred
miles into a valuable portion of the State, being the largést riverand
principal channel of commerce west of the St. Johns. An eflort
has been made during the past two or three years to transport the
Eruduce of the above-named counties through this river to the Gulf,

ut owing to the shoals and other obstructivns, this effort has been
attended with so much delay, danger and difficulty, that a large por-
tion of the inhabitants residing near said river have been compelled
to abandon it, and haul their produce and supplies a distance varying
from thirty to one hundred and twenty miles, Your commiltee are
fully of opinion that if this communication was opened, at least 8100,
800 worth of produce and supplies would annually pass up and down

3
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is river.  Agalii, the Sfate has located on its banks and adjacent
mle!rerlo, a lnrgEa po;lion of valuable lands, the value of which would
not only be greatly enhanced, bt would mu¢h more speedily find
purchasers, in consequence of the increased ._l'ac}lm,ea f_'or the trans:
portation of their produce to market. The committee, therefore, re-
commend the passage of a bill which they are preparing for the pur-.
pose of authorizing James Tucker, William E. Becker, Be_njnm!n
F. Scriven, and Edward B. Taylor to ‘remove the obstructions in
gaid river, upon the the terms imposed in said b“::l ang which bill the
ve to introduce assoon as completed.

SNBSS WILLIAM P. MOSELEY, Chairman.

E. D. TRACEY,

W. TABOR.

Which was received. . .

A Committee, consisting of Messrs. Avery, McMillan and Priest,
was appointed to inform the House that the Sénate wis now ready
to go into the election of Register of Public Lands, and Clerk of the
Superior Court, who reported said duty performed. ;

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was now ready to proceed with said elections. .

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the Housz, and upoh the
invitation of the Speaker, the President took the Chair.

‘The President declared that, inasmuch as Mr. Hogue had on yes-
terday received a majority of all the qualified members of the Gene-
ral Assembly, he wasduly elected Clerk of the Supreme Court. ,

Whereupon Mr. Sanderson appealed from the decision of the
Chair, and the yeas and nays wero-talléd for by Messrs. Forward
and Blackburn, and were :

Yeas+~Messrs. Butritt; Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey—4. Mem-

{ House—17. Total—21. )
bcgi:},_mesm. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest,
Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Watts—10. Members of House—20.
Total—30. : ; &

So the decision of the Chair wasnot sustained:

Whereupon the General Assembly proceeded 1o vote a second
time, and the' result was as follows :— . ) .

For Hogue—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori-

mer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts—10. Mem:
bers of the House—20. Total—30. ) e o
For Papy—Messrs, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Ta-
bor—6. Members of House—17. Total—23.
. The President declared M . Hogue culy elected Clerk of the Su:
reme Court. . )
d Nominations being in order . for Register of Public Lands of the
State of Florida,
Mr. Bryan nominated John Beard.
Mr. Collins nominated Edward Houston.
The vote was as follows: | s ) . .
For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori:
a3 ,
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mer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—B8. Members of the House—
17. Total—25.

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—20, Total—28.

So there was no election,

SECOND VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. Fresident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—8. Members of House—16..
Total—24. |

For Beard—Messrs. €ostin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21. Total—29.

So there was no election.

THIRD VOTING.

For Houston—MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—8. Members of House—16.
Total—24.

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of the House—21. Total—29,

So there was no election.

Mr. Sheldon moved to postpone the election indefinitely.

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Austin moved to postpone the election until Tuesday next, at
12 o’clock, M. On which the yeas and nays were called for by
Messrs, Blackburn and Bryan, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan,
Watts—6G. Members of the House—9. Total—15.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Sanderson, Smith, ‘T'abor, Tracey—10. Members of the House—
28. 'Total—38.

So the General Assembly refused to adjourn the election until
Tuesday next, at 12 o'clock. i

FOURTH VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor-

imer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—8. Members of House—16.
Total—24. f

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Mose]gy. Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21. Total—29.

So there was no election.

Mr. Mitchell, of Jackson, moved to postpone the election indefi-
nitely. 'Which motion was lost.

FIFTH VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor-
imer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—8. Members of House—16.
Total—24.

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21, Total—29,

So there was no election.

171

BIXTH VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori-
‘mer, McMillan, Sanderson; Tracey—8. Members of the House— °
16. Total—24.

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8, Members of the House—21. Total—29,

So there was no election. .

Mr. Burritt moved to adjourn the election until Monday next, 12
o’'clock, M.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Allison
and Costin, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan,
Tracey, Watts—7. Members of the House—15. 'Total—22.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Sanderson, Smith,I'abor—9. Members of House—22. Total—31.

So the General Assembly refused to adjourn the election until
Monday next at 12 o'clock, M.

SEVENTH VOTING. ' o o

For Houstin—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Sanderson—7. Members of House~—16. Total-.23.

I:‘or Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21. Total—29.

So there was no election.

v EIGHTH VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Sanderson—7. Members of House—16. “Total-.23.

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, .\Ioseley. Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8, Members of House—21. T 'otal—29.

So there was no election. -

NINTI VOTING.
For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori-
(2naer, McMillan, Sanderson—7. ' Members of House—16. Total—

For Beard—Messrs. bosthf, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, . Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21, Total—29,

So there was no election. '

‘ TENTH VOTING.

For Houslon—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Burritt,
Lorimer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—S. Members of House—
14. Total—22: X

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—21. Total—29.

Blahk—1. So there was no election. x

Mr. Avery moved to- adjourn the election until March 1st next, at
IQDo’clock, M. Which motion was lost.

' Mr. Burritt moved to adjourn the election until Monday next, at
10 o’clock. Which motion was lost. d o
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Mt. Lorimer moved to adjourn the election until 3 o’clock. Which
motion was lost.
ELEVENTH VOTING.
For Houston—MTr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor.
imer, McMillan, Tracey—7. Members of House—16. Total—23.
Far Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—20. Total—28,
Sq there was no elegtion,
TWELFTU VOTING.
For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt,
Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey—7. Members of House—16. Total 23.
For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—20. Total—28.
So there was no election.
On motion of Mr. Hagner, the election was adjourned until 3 o’-
elock.
Whereupon the Senate having returned to their Chamber, took a
yecess until 3 o’clock. )

3 o’cLock, P. M.

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor:

SexaTE CuaMber, Dec. 30, 1847,
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sig : I herewith transmit, for the approval of your Excellency,
* Resolutions in relation to the Wilmot Proviso,” passed by the two
Houses of the (General Assembly, and signed by the presiding offi-
vers thereof., By order of the Senate.

Very respectfully,
C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.

The Senate proceeded with the orders.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act ta organize a school for the educa-
tion of poor children within the County of Franklin, was read a
third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeasand nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,
Watts—14.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated. /

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

The following communication from his Excellency the Governor
was received and read:

. Execurive DEPARTMENT, {

December 30, 1847.

Gentlemen of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

I have the honor to submit, for your advice and consent, the fol

lowing nominations :
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Parry G. Wall, Judge of Probates for the County of Benton.

Charles S. Tomlinson, Benjamin Ellison, Wm. G. Porter, James
L. Barber, and William A. Kain, Commissioners of Pilotage for the .
harbor and waters of Apalachicola Bay.

A. M. Hobby, Port Warden for the port of St. Marks.

Hanson Kelly, 8r., John Campbell, Robt. A. Mitchell, William
J. Keyser, H. F. Ingraham, and John Jerrison, Jr., Port Wardens
for the port of Pensacola.

Aaron Smith, Auctioneer br the County of Levy,

Michael Usina and Francis P. Ferreira, Auctioneers for St. Johns
County. . . :

R. H. Berry, Auctioneer for the County of Leon.

Mathew Knight, Thomas W, Jones, Benjamin Wilson, and Chas,
Dewaal, Auctioneers for the County of Duval.

Geo. G. Pattison, C. P. Knapp, W, B. Davis, J. G. Michalloffski,
D. Davidson, Geo. W. Barkley, Alexander McVoy, Francis de la
Rua, B. F. Magee, Bithall G. Bell, James Gonzalez, Joseph Quig-
les, Auctioneers for the County of Escambia.

Emanual Forham, (of Milton,) Auctioneer for the County of San-
ta Rosa. :
Very respectfully,

o ' w.p D. MOSELEY.

The nominations contained in said communication were ‘advised -
and consented to by the Senate, .

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was ready to proceed with the election of Register of Pullic Lands,
whereupon the Senpate proceeded to the Hall of Representatives for
that purpose.

i 'THIRTEENTI VOTING. ]

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor.
imer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey—8. Members of House—17.
Total—25. g

For Beard—Messrs, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—20. Total—28.

So there was no election.

FOURTEENTH VOTING.

For Houston—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, Trﬂacey-—ﬂ. . Members of House—17,
Total—25. o :

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Smith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House—20. Total—28.

So there was no election.

FIFTEENTH VOTING.

For Houston— Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori,
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, T'racey—8. _

For Beard—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
Sinith, Tabor, Watts—8. Members of House--20. Total—28,

So there was no olection. -
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Me. . : :
& 0;}hl}“u[r-rut moved to adjourn the election
Which motion was lost,

Mr, A. E. " 5 i
Soatiiod, E. Maxwell moved that the election be indefinitely ad.

On which the ye
andl Wb w]'e:::and nays were called for by Messrs. Burrint
(eas— Messrs, Avery, Austin, Costin, Faj i
j.?:{osell)ey, Priest, Sanderson, S:nilh, r'i"lh?rrbu'i" :{:('::‘ on{"i’ I;o“m",
eNm ers n‘)'f thfc): House—29. Total—g0. £ Ranea
ays—Mr. Presid tt, 1 i
ofsllot;lao—s. Tot'alcll'l lh-rfessrs. Burritt, McMillan—3, Members
o the election was indefinitel j
v y adjourned.
ord’lﬁ‘he Srennie having returned to their chamber, proceeded with th
Tho rule b °
@ being waived, Mr. Mosely, from the Commyj
::rr.n:lc tIr:lprl-_m'g:ir.nenu. was allowed to i:;tioduca a hillin:(;11 I;!;ei:gllig-
5 éuw:nn:(: i;a::zrlhew;cn;ovnl of obatructions to the navigation ol,'
its Et:ille, nndd75 copie; ordered ‘!‘;uh'e o;-ir:lz‘cllon, S
.“ngrossed resolutions in relation to terr; hi '
qmlir:f:: 2;::: Unilter:_l States, were reudoa ‘lzl::::-:jml'iym‘;h;rcag [?;:3;(? o e
resolut i i ini ¥
rei}i o ”meu‘:::lls;:;lg'lmn to draining the Everglades, were
ouse bill entitled, An Act to chan,
e the
’!::tl;ienn,rzi J&?:I:Frdct?um’]: to that of Sgnrah A??:wgﬂ.saz’:h 3n
" ] . . Il ¥
bil{_pass ?;‘};e - and"::ysy ‘;Lsr:;t:la, and on the question, Shall the
eas: Mr, President, Messrs, A i i
Floot Lo eiond, - Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
bor,, Wauslzmle;., AeMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Ta.
Nays: None. So the bill i
one, passed. Title as stated.
loan(:)uset bill em_nled. An Act to declare Pittman’s Creek, in Wal
ounty, a nnwgnl_nie stream, was read the third time m;d th g
-‘1“9‘_?"0", %}m]lplhe bill pass? the yeas and nays were : | on e
€as : .Mr. President, Messrs, A i i i
Lorimer, Mc2Millon, Priest, Smith. -I%’Esfi‘{rﬁil; 5, U,
Nays : Messrs. Austin and Floyd : 2, o
IS{O saldb!)lllll pazTed. Title as stated,
House bill entitled, An act ( i !
CUI\!VCDumdor the Sta’te ofnl'-?lm:d:nend YN ACHA o the ¢If.
as read the third (i i i
Pl n:}s :vrgr:r:m, and on the question * shall the bill pass?”

Yoo b . ; 3
wa“:_a- 7: lessts. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest,

Nays—Mr. President, M. i i
B Smilh,s"](' :a':: éy _e;.:zr?. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley,
So said bill was lost,

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of John Stone,

uatil Monday next, 12

[
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Was read the gecond time and referred to the committee on Claim®
and Accounts. i iy ;

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of R. E. Little,

Was read the second time and referred to the committee on Claims
and Accounts.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife,

Was read the second time and referred to the commiltee on Claims
and Accounts. A )

House bill entitled, An act making appropriations for the payment
of the printing and binding of Thompson’s Digest and finally dispos<
ing thereof,

Was read the second time, -

Mr. Fairbanks offered the following amendment :

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said Secretary of State
shall furnish the Clerks of the Circuit Courts of the respective coun.
ties of this State each with a copy of said Digest, which shall be by
them kept for the use of the said Circuit Court, and shall be deliver~
ed to their successors in office, and upon failure so to deliver the
same to their successors in office, such Clerks so failing shall be fined
by the Judge of such Circuit Court twice the value of such Digest.

Which was adopted, the amendment ordered to be engrossed, and
the bill ordered for a third reading to-morrow. .

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act o provide for the sale
of the lands granted to the State: for the purpose of Internal Improve-
ments, was read the second time. -

Mr. Fl8yd offered the following amendments :

Sec. 3. Be it further’ enacted, ‘That when the lands shall have
been offered for sale, as is contemplated under this act, it shall and

may be lawful for the Register of Public Lands to permit private en.
tries of said lands to be made by any person or persons who may he
citizens of this State, or who shali swear or affirm that it is bona fide
his or her intention to remove to this State and become actual occu-
pant of said lands. .

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any
one person to make entry of more than eighty acres of said lands un.
der thisact ; that when application shall. be made to make entry of
any such lands,'it shall be the duty of'the said Register to cause to be:
administered to any such applicant the following oath, or affirma.
tion, to wit: “I, A, B,, do solemnly and truly swear, (or affirm,)
that the land about to be enteted by me,’is for my own use and occu.
pation, and said land is not entered with the view of speculalion, but
the same is intended for the purposes of cultivation ; and-I have nev-
er made any agreement, directly or indirectly, with any person or
persons for the sale or transfer of the same ; and I do further swear,
(or affirm,) that I have never entered any other land or lands be.
longing to the State of Florida.” And the said Register shall then:
give to the said applicant a certificate, under the same rules and re.

gulations as is provided for in other cases of the sale of said lands.
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the price of said lands shall-

¢
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be as follows, to wit : For first quality land, the sum of one dollar per
acre ; for second quality, seventy-five cents per acre, and for third
guality, fifty cents per acre:

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That any person swearing (or af-
firming) filsely under this act, shall be subjected to all the pains and
penalties of perjury.

Which were adopted, the antendments ordered to be engrossed, and
the bill ordered for a third reading to-morrow. ;

Resolutions relative to the construction of the Constitution in re-
gard to the Election of Offices, &c. came up in their order.

_ On motion, Mr. Sanderson was allowed.to withdraw said resolus
tions.

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was
received and read :

Executrive Derartaexst, Det. 30, 1847.
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

I have the honor to make the following nominatioris, for which
your advice and consent are respectfully solicited :

Stephen D. Fernandez, Arthur M. Reed, Thontas Holmies, Chas.
Willey, and John Middleton, Port Wardens for the Port of Jackson:
ville, Duval County:  Very respectlully,

W. D. MOSELEY.

‘The nominations therein contained were advised and consented to
by the Senate. :

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the rule was waived, and he allowed to
offer the following resolution : {

Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That in the election
this day by the General Assembly, upon joint ballot, for a Register
of the Public Lands of this State, John Beard and Edward Houston
having been the only candidates, and the said John Beard having re-
ceived twenty.nine votes, and the said Edward Houston only twenty-
four votes, the said John Beard is duly elected ; and that the resultof
the said voting, and a copy of this resolution, be furnished to his Ex-
cellency the Governor. .

On the question of the adoption of said resolution, the yeas and
nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and Sanderson, and were :

Yeas: Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, McMillan, Sander.
son, T'abor, Tracey, Watts : 8.

Nays: Messrs. Austin, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest,
8mith : 7.

So said resolution was adopted.

House Preamble and Resolution relative to the Indlans in South
Florida, and providing for the safety of the inhabitants of that gection
of this State, were read the first time, the rule waived, rumia sec
ond time by their title, and referred to the Committee on the State of
the Commonywealth.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock:
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Fripay, December 31, 1847. .

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiateéd as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
the Journal was disperiged with.

Mr. Walts gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask !ea.ve to
introduce a bill to change the name of Leonora M. Slade to that of
Leonora M. Watts. "

Also, a bill to change the name Vienne Slade to that of Vienne
Watts,

Mr. Moseley, from the committee on Claims and Accounts pre-
sented the following report: -~ '

The committee to whom was referred the House bill entitled, An
act for the relief of R. E. Little, have had the same under considera-
tion, amd recommend its passage.

3 W. P. MOSELEY, Chairnman.
JOHN COSTIN,
JOHN M. SMITH.

Which was received.

Also the following : ‘

The committee to whom was referred the House bill entitled; An
act for the relief of Craven G, Fife, have had the same under con-
sideration, and recommend its passage. )

. W. P. MOSELY, Chairman.
i JOHN COSTIN, .
JOHN M. SMITH.
Which was received, ‘

Also the following : . : C :

The committee to whom was referred the House bill for the relief
of John Stone, have had the same under consideration, and recom-
mend its passage,

W, P. MOSELEY, Chairman.
JOHN COSTIN,
. JOHN M. SMI'TH.

Which was received.

Mr, Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the following
report : ‘

j?l'he Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred an en-
grossed bill from the House of Representatives entitled, An act in
addition to an act entitled, An act to organise the Circuit Courts of’
the State of Florida, ask leave to

REPORT :

That they have had theisame under consideration, and recommend
that said bill be amended by striking out the words * same time” in
the 7th line of the st section, and inserting in lieu thereof the words
“term of two years,” and also, by striking out the word “same” in
the 9th line, and adding afier the word * manner” in the said 9th line.

o3 :

-
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the word prescribed ; also, by striking out the word “same” in the’
10th and 11th lines; also, by striking out the words * same time” in
the 4th line of the 3d section, and inserting therein term of two years.
Aud they ask the concurrenee of the Senate herein.

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received and concurred in.

Also the following : .

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was.referred an en-
grossed bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled, “ An
act to make valid the proceedings of sundry persons commissioned
as Justices of the Peace of this State,” ask leave to

REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration, and they recom.
mend that the preamble to said bill be stricken out; and also the
word “therefore” in the first line of the enacting clause ; and that
the word “such” in the 13th line of said bill be stricken out and the
word any be inserted in its place. They also recommend the adop-
tion of the following additional section to said bill, and ask the con-
currence of the Senate, &c.

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received.
ORDERS OF THE DAY..

House bill entitled, An act making appropriations for the payment
of the printing and binding of Thompson’s Digest and finally dispos-
ing thereof,

Was read the third time, and on the question, * shall the Lill pass 1"
the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—Messrs., Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorimer, McMillan, Mosely, Priest, Smith, Tracey, Walls—13.

Nays—Mr. President—1.

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to provide for the
sale of the lands granted to the State for the purposes of Internal
Improvements,

Was read the third time, and on the question; Shall the bill pass ?
the yeas and nays were : |

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Tairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Tracey—11.

Nays—DMessrs. Lorimer and Walts—2,

So said bill passed. ‘Title as stated. i

Resolution relative to the adjournment of the Leg(islalure on 6th
January next, sine die, _

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

Resolutions relative to the election of Major Gen. Z. Taylor to
the Presidency,

Was read the second time.

Me, Burritt offered the following amendment :
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Resolved, That the members of the General Assembly pled[;'e

.themselves, should the said "Zachary Taylor be a candidate for the

‘Presidency of the United States, to use their utmost endeavors to se-
cure his election. ‘

Which was adopted. ’

Ordered, That said resolution be engrossed for a third reading to
morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act for the relief of R. C. Little,

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-
morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act for the relief of Craven G. Fife,

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row. »

House bill entitled, An Act for the relief of John Stone,

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row. 4 g
House bill entitled, An Act in addition to an act entitled, an act to
organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
Irow. ¥

House bill entitled, An Act to make valid the proceedings of sun- -
dry persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace of this State,

Waus read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row. o

BiJl to be entitled, An' Act to amend the several acts to raise a
revenue for this State, approved July 24, 1845, and Dec. 27, 1815,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

The rule heing waived, Mr, Fairbanks was allowed to introduce
a bill to be entitled, An Act to amend an act prescribing Solicitor’s
fees ;

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow.

On motion, the Senate toak a recess until 3 o’clock.

! 2 o'cLock.

The following message from the House was received and read :
Hovse or RepresexTaTIVES, December 30, 1847,
IHon. President of the Senate :

Sir : The House has ‘appointed-a Joint Committee of Conference,
consisting of Messrs. Forward, Collins and Crawford, to act with a
similar Committee on'the part of the Senate, upon the Senate Bill
entitled, An Act to authorize the Executors of George Kingsley, de.

.ceased, to.sell real estate.

Very Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER,
N Clerk Ho. Rep.
House Memorial and Resolutions, asking Congress to appropriate

'on¢ hundred and sixty acres of land for the building of a Court House

¢
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in Hillsborough county, was read the first time, and ordered for a se;
cond reading to-morrow.

The following communication from His Excellency the Governor
was received and read :

Execerive DerartvesTt, Dec. 31, 1847,
Gentlemen of the Senale and of the House of Representatives :

1 have the honor herehy to nominate :

Wm. C. Campbell, as Weigher of Cotton for the county of Leon.

Benjamin J. Hagler, as Auctioneer for the county of Hillsborough.

Hugh Archer, as Auctioneer for the county of Leon.

Alexander Patterson, Edwin A. Falker, Wm. H. Wall, Wm,
Curry, Hiram Benner, James Filor, W. H. Vcn Pfister, P. J. Fon.
taine, R. I). Fontane, as Auctioneers for the county of Monroe.

Benjamin Sawyer, G. L. Bowne, P. J. Fontane, and I'rederick
Filor, as Commissioners of Pilotage for the county of Monroc.

And solicit your advice and consgnt.

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY.

The nominations contained in said communication were advised
and consented to by the Senate.

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday nest, 10
o'clock, on which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs.
Avery and Floyd, and were : %3

Yeas—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Lorimer, Smith, Tabor—6.

Nays—DMr. President, Messrs. Avery, Fairbanks, McMillan,
Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts—8&.

So said motion was lost.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o’clock.

SarTurpay, January 1, 1843,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Tracey the reading or
the Journal was dispensed with.

"Ihe following was ordered to be spread upon the Journal : )

The undersigned, Washington Tabor, Senator from the Fifth
District, spreads here upon the Journal his Protest in reference to a
Resolution introduced into the Senate on the 30th ult. by Mr. Bur-
ritt, declaring that John Beard had been duly elected Register of
Public Lands, having received twenty-nine votes. That jupon said
Resolution my vote was recorded in the affirmative ; but being very
busily engaged in other business at the time, and not fully compre-
Lending the bearing of the said Resolution, I did not give it any re-
flection-—which, as soon as I did, I perceived the error of my vote,
thus inadvertently given, and desired to change the same; but the
Senate immediately adjourned.  Upon the next morning, at the car-
liest opportunity, I moved to have my vote changed, which was
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yuled out. 1 then moved to reconsider the said vote, which motion
was declared out of order, the said Resolution having been transmit.
ted to.the House of Representatives, I therefore now here Protest,
gnd declare that such resolution does not contain or express my views
in reference to-such election, on the general principles therein in.
volved, but that I hold the contrary thereof. W. TABOR.

Also the following : ;

Joseph B. Waits asks leave to spread on the Journal his dissent'
from the report of the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, and the
Bill accompanying the report. He declined signing the report, and
dissents from the same on the ground that he believes it inexpedient
and unequal at this tjme to raise the taxes.

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was
received and read, and laid upon the table:

- . Execurive DErArRTMENT, Jan. 1, 1848,
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

Your attention is respectfully invited to the Revenue Law of 1845,
with the view of making such amendments as may be necessary,
more effectually to secure the collection of the public revenue.

The existing law makes it the duty of the Tax Collector to collect
and pay into the Treasury all such taxes as may be assessed, by the -
fourth Monday in November, while the same law forbids the levying
of taxes till the first of October, and then, in case of land, requiring a
notice of three months for residents, und six months for non-residents,
before a*sale can be had. From all which, itis quite obvious that
collections cannot he made by the time required by law.

The same law furthermore provides, in relation to County Com-
missioners, that they shall meet in September to certify.insolvencies,
while the provision that the payment shall not be enforced 1ill the
first of Octoher, putsiit out of the power of the Commissioners to as-
certain insolvencies till afier that time. . i

It is suggested that these defects may be remedied without incon-
venience to the public, by authorizing the Collectors to levy as early
as the first of June, and permitting a sale of lands after notices of
thirty and sixty days. g
) Very respectfully,

W. D. MOSELEY.

Mr. Lorimer asked leave to withdraw the petition of Benjamin
"Fhornton, relative to the bhuilding of the State House,

Which was granted. " ! 3 .

On motion of Mr. Floyd, leave of absence was granted to the
Hon. President during the remainder of the day. - :

Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the State of the Common-
wealth, which was instructed to act with a Select Committee on the
part of the House relative to the boundary of the State, presented the
following_report : . 3 :

The Joint Committee of the two Houses to whom was referred so
mauch of the Governor’s Message as rclates to the Northern boundary

¢
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of the State,ask leave, as to the boundary between Alzbama and
Florida, to
REPORT :

That the Commissioners appointed to negotiate this question have
agreed upon the line, commonly known as the Mound line, as the
original boundary between these States. The report of James T.
Archer, Commissioner on the part of the State of Florida, will show
the steps by which they arrived at this result. The Committee are
of opinion that the said line should be declared to be the boundary,
and they accordingly submit a bill for that purpose, and recommend
its passage. .

The Committee further recommend that a suitable number, say
230 copies of the report of the Commissioners of this State, together
with the same number of the copies of the agreement entered into
between him and the Commissioner for the State of Alabama, be
Pprioted for general distribution. Respectfully submitted.

J. P. SANDERSQN;
Chairman Committee of the Senate.
JAS. H. T. LORIMER,

JOHN COSTIN,

A. E. MAXWELL,
Chairman House Committee.

THOMAS H. HAGNER,

B.J. J. MITCHELL,

JAS. L. KING,

E. E. BLACKBURN.

Which was received and concurred in.

Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the State of the Common.
awealth, presented the following report :

The Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, to whom was
seferred ihe message of his Excellency the Governor, enclosing the

tition of Benj. F. Whitner, together with the resolutions from the
i;ouse, based upon the petition of Col. R. Brown and others, pray-
ing that some action be had by the General Assembly relative to
the Seminole Indians, have attentively examined the same, and ask
Jeave to submit the following.

REPORT: |

. s |

Your committee find, upon examination of the message aud seve-
#al petitions, that the settlers in the vicinity of the Indian boundary
are much harrassed by and exposed to the petty depredations of the
Indians. They are allowed to roam a distance of thirty miles or up.
avards from their limits, frequently becoming intoxicated, annoying
and disturbing the inhabitants, by stealing their stock, mules, and
other property, and driving them within the country assigned, whilst
the inhabitants, on the other hand, are not permitted to pass into the
Indian boundaries in pursuit of their property. It is unnecessary
for the committee to bring to the notice of the Senate the causes
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which: led to the late Indian' war. The Senate well remember that’
it had its origin in causes’ similar to these ; and unless the Indians.
are prevented from ranging beyond their prescribed limits, these dif-
ficulties will continually recur between them a-d the settlers, and un-
less Congress applies a remedy, and that soo.. again that portion of ,
the State will present the horrid scene of savage and brutal warfare.
The fact that during the past summer thé Indians have purchased an
unusual supply of powder and lead, coming as it does from a source
entitled to the highest respect, is of itself sufficient to cause great

nxiety to the inhabitants in that section, and deserves the consider-
Lion of the General Government. While your committee sympa-
thize with the petitioners in their presenf unhappy situation, and feel
that some, action ‘should be promptly had, some remedy speedily ap-
plied, either to renfove theny altogether, or at least strictly confine
them within their limits, by keeping troops stationed along the line,
and enforcing the most rigid regulations upon their trade ; yet, in the
absence of any suggestions from his Exeellency the Governor, they
are not apprised of any action the State can take in the matter (under
existing circumstances) other than again to bring it to the notice of
Congress, by the adoption of the resolutions referred to your com-
mittee.  Speaking :[Pthis subject, the message says: “ The subject
matter has so frequently engaged the attention of the General As-
sembly in memorials and resolutions to the Federal Government,
without & redress of the grievances complained of, that I really feel
at a loss to make any siggestions from which I can hope for success.”
The petitioners, in like manner, complain that their applications to’

. the War Department have been disregarded, and now turn to their

own Staté with commendable confidence that there their requests will
be heard with becoming respect and attention. The Senate are’
aware, too, that resolutions similar to the present were adopted by
the last General Assembly, and as your committee are advised, no’
notice has been laken of themn by any one of our Representatives in’
Congress at its last session,  This doubtless was the true cause why
the voice of the citizens of the-State of Florida, spoken through their
General Assembly, has not been listened to by the Federal Govern.-
ment. Individual officers of the various departments at Washington,
without doubt, frequently tutn a deaf ear to the prayers of the inno-
cent and suffering ; but Congress, when properly applied ta for the
redress of real grievances, is not wont to treat coldly such applica-
tion. Your committee, before taking leave of thig subject, feel con.
strained, under a proper sense of their duly, to express their strong
disapprobation of the marked neglect with which our delegation, at
the last Congress, have treated the various resolutions of the Gene-
ral Assembly in relation to this subject, as well as other important’
interests of the citizens of this State. :
Which is respectfully submitted. -
: J. P. SANDERSON, Chairman.
, JAS. H. T. LORIMER.
Which was received and concurred in.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY.

1louse bill entitled, An act for the relief of R. E. Little,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, thé'
jeas and nays were : . °

Yeas—DMessrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Lorimer, McMillan, Mose:
ley, Sanderson, Smith, T'racey—9.

Nays—Messrs, Floyd and Priest—2.

So the bill passed.  Title as stated.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the
yeas and nays were :

Yecas—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Burritt, Austin, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Smith, T'racey—9. .

Nays—Messrs. Floyd and Priest—2,

So the bill passed.  Title as stated,

The following message from the House was reccived and read.

Hovse or RepresextaTives, Déc, 3lst, 1817,
HHonorable President of the Senate : )

Sik : "T'he House has rejected Senate Bill entitled, An Act to pro-
vide for the establishment of Common Schools, and substituted the
enclosed, Very respectiully,

W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.
b'](l)" motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate insisted on the original
ill.

On motion of Mr. Avery, a committee consisting of Messrs. Avery.

Fairbanks, and Sanderson, was appointed to confer with a similas-

+ommittee on the part of the ITouse relative to said bill,
On motion of Mr. Avery, Mr. Burritt was added to the Committee.
Also the following:  ~
Hovsk or Rerresexrartives, Dee, 31, 1317,
Honorable President ‘!,. the Senate : !

S :—The House has concurred in the report in the joint confer-
ence committee upon House Lill entitled, * An act to provide writs ol
error in criminal cases,” and has receded from its disagrecment to
the two amendments proposed by tie Senate to the 2d secfion of said
bill, and to those in the Yth line of the 6Gth section, and atlopted said
amendments,

Also, upon recommendation of said committee, the Honse has pass.
ed the tollowing amendments in addition to the saud Gth section, to
wit @

Afier the word “ or,” in the 15th line, insert the words, *in cases
not capital.”

And in 16th line, after word * recognizance,” insert the words
% with one or more sureties,”

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

]
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On motion of Mr. Bprritt, said Report and amendments of thé
House were coftenrred 1fi by the Senate. ) ;

House Dill enfitled, An act for the relief of John Stone,

Was read a thitd time, and on the question of its passage the yeas
and nays were : ) ) ) :

Yeas—-Messré. Avery, Burritt, Costfd, Fairbanks, Lorimer, Mc-
Millan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey—11.

Nay—Mr. Floyd—1.

So the bill passed.  Title as stated.

House bill entitléd, An act in addition to an act entitled, An act to
organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,

Was read a third time, and posiponed until Monday next.

House bill entitled, An act to make talid the proceedings of sundry
persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace of this State, .

Was read a third time, #nd on the question of its passage the yeas -
2nd nays were : ] ¢

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Bufritt, Loriater, McMillan, Mose-
ley, Sanderson, T'racey—8.- ) Y ¥ .

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Smith, Tabor—5.

So said bill passed. Title ‘as stated. )

Engrossed resolutions relative to the eleetion of Maj. Gen. Zacha:
ty Faylor to the Presidency;

Were read a third time. )

Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment :

Resolved, That the members of the Senate pledge themselves so
long s the said Zachary Taylor shall be the independent candidate
of the people for the Presidency of the United States, to use their ut-
most endeavors to securc his election. )

Mr. Austin moved to lay said resolution upon the fable:

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and
Austin, and were : N

Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Fracey
—0. i

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, Sander-
son, Smith, ‘Fabor—8. !

So the Senate refused. :

On wotibn of Mr. Tracey, the resolution was indefinitely postponed.

The rule being waived, on motion of Mr. Mcl\lil‘lan, leave of ul-
sence was granted to Mr. Lorimer during the remainder of the day.

House preamble and resolutions relative to the Indians in Soutls
Florida, and providing for the safety of the inhabitants of that sec- -
tion of this State, S

Were read a sccond time, the rule waived, read a third time by
its title, and passed. '

" House memorial and resolution asking €engress to appropriate
160 acres of land for the building of a Court House in Hillsborough
county, :
W:is, on motion, read a second time by its title, the rule waived.
read a third time by title, and passed. :

’ 24
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House bill entitled, An act to providé a salary for ﬂm Quarter Mas-
ter General, and for other pu?on

Was read the first time and ordered for a second rendmg to-mor-
Tow,

Bill entitled, An act to define and settle the boundary between the
States of Florida and Alabama,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to-mor-
row.

Bill entitled, An act to amend the several acts to raise a revenue
for this State, approved.July 24, 1845, and Dec, 27, 1843,

Was read a second lime.

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a com.
mittee of the whole on said bill—Mr. Austin in the Chair.

After some time spent therein,. the eommittee rose and by their
chairman reported the bill batk to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to be discharged from the further consldernuon thereof.

Which report was concurred in.

The bill as amended was read a seeond time by its title and order-
ed to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to facilitate the removal of obstructions
to the navigation of Sawannee river,

Was read the second time.

Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment :- |

Sec. 10. Be it _further enacted, That this act shall De subject to
any amendments, modification, or repeal, hy any future General As.

sembly of this State.

Which was adopted, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the act prescribing solicitors
lLEs,

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow.

The House returned Senate Lill entitled, An aet in relation to roads
in Columbia county, as amended by the House.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate concurred in said amend-
ment.

Mr. Floyd moved to adjourn until Monday uexl, 11 o'clock.

Which was Jost.

Mr. Sanderson moved to take a recess until 3 o'clock.

Which was Jost.

On motion, the Senate adjourncd until Monday next, 10 o'clock.

|

Moxpay, January 3, 1843,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
tac Journal was dispensed with,

187

The rule bemg waived, Mr. Tabor was allowed to mlroduce n
bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the election of a county site

in the county of Washington ; which was read the first time, the rule

waived, read a second time by its title, and ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Tabor, leave of absence was granted to Mr.
Taylor, the Sergeant.at-Arms, uatil 3 o’clock,

'he following was ordered to be spread upon thie Journal :

The undemgned havipg voted in the negative upon the bill' to
amend the act lo organize the Circuit Courts of (his State, state their
reasons for voting against spid bill, were that they believed that per.
sons compelent 1o fill said office wayld.not accept such office with
such compensation, and .that the effect would be, to induce great
laxness in the prosecution of criminals, and would operate against
good policy. G. BR. FAIRBANKS.

J. P. SANDERSON,

Mr. I.Lnlmnks. from the Committee ou Enrolled Bills, reported
an Act in relation to roads in Columbia county, as correctly enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An Actto provide for the

paymeut of Jurors and State Witnesses, as passed by the House

without amendmaent. Ordered to be enrolled.

ORDERS OF THE DAY. )

Engrossed bill ontitled, An Act to amend the act prescribing So-
licitar’s fees, was read the third time, and on'the question of its pas-
sage the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, banderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey—12,

Nay—Mr. Costin—1.

So said bill passed, Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

The rule being waived,; on motion of Mr. Avery, House bill enti-
tled, An act to repenl an act entitled, An act to amend an act to es-

tablish a tarifl’ of fees, approved February 15, 1834, and which was

approved December 27, 1845,

Was taken from the table and plnced among the orders.

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to facilitate the removal of ohstruc.
tions’ ln the n.'.ulgallon of Suwannee river,

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, referred to
the Judiciary Committee.

Engrossed bill entitled; An act to'amend the several acts to raise
a revenue for this State, approved July 24, 1845, and Dec. 27, 1845,

Was, on motion, read the third time by itstitle, and on lhe question
of its passage the yeas and nays were;

Yeas—Messrs, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest,
Sanderson, Swith, Tracey—9.

Nays—Mr, President, Messrs, Floyd, Lorimer, Mc! \ltll.m, Tabor,”

Watts—6.
So said bill passed. Title as stated.
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Ordered that the same he certified to the House.

Bill 1o he entjtled, An act to define and settle the boundary between
the State of Florida and Alabama, 5

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading to-morrow. . ' '

[louse bill entitled, An act to proyide a salary for the Quarter
Master General, apd for other purposes,

Was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Tracey, the Senate resolyed itgelf into a com-
mittee of the whole op said bill, Mr. Fairbanks in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment,
and nsked to be discharged from the fyrther consideration thereof.

Which report was concurred in.

" (I)n motion of Mr. Floyd, said bill was referred to the committee on
Militia.

Resolution relative to adjournment sine die on the 6th inst., was
réad third time and passed. v

House bLill entijled, An act in addition to an act entitled, An act
to organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,

Was read the third time, and by unanimous consent, referred tq
the Judiciary Committee. (

House bill entitled, An act to repeal an act entitled, An act tq
amend an act to establish a tariff of fees, approved Feb. 15, 1834,
and which was approved Dec. 27, 1845,

Was read the third time.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend by striking out the words * having
for its object a remote probability,” agcurring jn lines 8 and 9.

Which amegndment was unanimously adopted.

On the question of its passage the yeas and nays were :

Yeas——Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Lorimer, McMillan, Mogeley, Priest, ‘Fubor, Tracey—11.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be
certified to the House.

‘T'he Housp retyrned House bill entitled, An Act making appro.
priation for the payment of the printing and binding of ‘I'hompson’s
Digest, and finally disposing thercof, with a message stating that the
House refused to concur in the amendment to said hill by the Senate,

On motien of Mr. Fairbanks, the Senate insisted on their amend-
ment.

House hbill entitled, An Act for the relief of-the Trustees of the
Township 1, Range 1, 8. and E. in the county of Leon, was read
the first time, and ordered for a s>cond reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to establish the office
ol Rt'g'islt‘r ol Public Lands for the State of Florida, was 1ead the
first time, and order. d for a second reading to-morrow,

ITouse Lill entitled, An act to define the term for which County
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Lommissioners shall hold their office, was read the first time, and
ordered for a second reading lo-morroy. : o ;
The following communication was transmitted to His: Excelency
the Governor :
- SexaTE CHAMBER, Jan. 3, 1848,

To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sir :—1 herewith transmit for your approval a bill entitled, An act
in relation to roads in Columbia.county, passed by the two Houses of
ghe General Agsembly, and signed by the presiding officers thereof,

! ¥
€, W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 2 o’clock.

3 o’cLock, P, M, -

T'he House returned Scnate bill entitled, An act to enforce the
payment of taxes assessed, and to be assessed, against all Institutions
claiming corporate privileges in this State, with an amendment made -
by the House. ¢ :

T'he Senate concurred in the amendment. ;

The following message from the House was received and read.

- Houss or RePREsENTATIVES, Jan. 1, 1813,
Horlorable President of the Senate :

Sir :=The House has concurred in the amendments offered hy
the Senate to the House Lill eptitled, * An act to make valid the
proceedings of sundry persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace
of this State,” with the following amendment proposed by the House :

In 5th line of 4th section, added by Senate, instead of words * duly
2lected” ingert “ who received the highest number of votes.”

In which the concurrence pf the genat_e is respectfully requested

Ver{VRespecll’ul!y.
. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

T'he Scnate coneurred in the amendment.

Ou motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and engrossed bil]
entitled, An act to define and seltle the boundary between the States
of Florida and Alabama, was read a third time by its title, and on the
fuestion of its passage the yeas and;nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Floyd, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor; Tracey—
13. .

Nays—None,

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow 10 o’clock.
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Tukspay, January 4, 1848.

“The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
<he Journal was dispensed with.

The following communication was trapsmitted to His Excellency
the Governor:

Howse oF ReprEspNgaTIVES, January 4th, 1848.
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sir : We hereby certify, that, at a joint meeting of the two Houses
of the General Assembly, held in the Hall of the House of Represen-
tatives, on Wednesday, December 30th, ult., for the purpose ot elect.
ing a Clerk of the Supreme Court for the State of Florida, Mr. David
P. Hogue and Mr. Mariano D. Papy avere alone put in nomination,
and, on the second voting, Mr, Hogue having receiv ed thirty votes,
and Mr. Papy having received twenty.three votes. Mr. Hogue was
declared duly elected Clerk of the Supreme Court ‘for the “State of

Florida.
¥ery Respectfully,
C. W. DOWNING,
~ Sec. Senate.
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House of Representatives

The rule heing waived, Mr. Avery was allowed to introduce a
hill to be entitled, An Act to ascertain the number of white children
between the ages of 6 and-18 years, and to obtain information re.
specting the Common School Lands ; which was read the first time,
the rule waived, and said bill ordered to be placed among the orders
of to.duy.

Mr. Sanderson offered the following :

That the Comptroller he requested to inform the Senate of the
«cost of publisbing the aa:endmenls to the Constitution, which were
adopted at the session of 1846 and ’47.

Which was adopted.

The rule being waived, Mr. Castin was allowed to jntroduce a bill
to be entitled, An Act regulating the fees of Notaries Puljlic in the
State of Florida, which was read the first tirne, the rule waived, and
said bill ordered to be placed amang the orders for to.day.

Mr. Moseley offered the following :

Resolved, ‘I'hat W. Bartlett be selected to print the laws passed by
the present General Assembly, on his giving boud to the Secretary
of State to exccute the same in a proper manner.

Resolved, That the compensation shall be the same per page as
she printer of the Housse of Representatives receives for printing the
Journals of the House.

Which was read a first time, the rule waived, read a second time
and passed.
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Mr. Burritt, from'the Fudiclary Commiltee, presented the following
report :

pTohe Cotmmittee on the Fudiciary fo whom was referreda bill to-be
entitled, An act to facilitate the removal of obstructions to the navi-
gation of Suwannce river, have had the same under consideratior,
and have mstructed me to

REPORT =

That the bill proposes to confer certain powers and to grant certain
exclusive privileges.to certain individuals, and although the committee
are not opposed to the objects of the bill, but on-the contrary believe
they comtemplate great public utility, aldl they helieve that the bill if
passed would be nothing less than a special act of ificorporation, and
which seems to be profiibited by.the Constitution. Fhe right of in-
dividuals to unite together by virtuo of a law for that purpose, in a -
joint enterprise with the capacity of suing and being sued, to transact.
the business of the company generally under that law, to be protected-
in the exclusive prosecution.of that enterprise, and in the benefits to
be derived therefrom, the committee believe amounts to an incorpo-
ration. And if 8o, as the Constitution provides that the General As.
sembly shall pass no act of incorporation unless public notice in one
er more newspapers in the State shall have been given for at least
three months immediately preceding the session at. which the same
may be applied for, the commiltee believe there is no power in the
General Assembly to pass the bill under consideration unless it shall
be +hown that the requisite publication has been made.

8. L. BURRIFTF, Chairman.

Which was received and concurred in.

Mr. Tracey, from the Committee on Militia, presented the follow«
ing report :

"I'he Committee on Militia to whom was referred the bill to provide
a salary for the Quarter Master General and for other purposes, have
had the same under consideration, and ask leave to report the same
back to the Senate with the following amendment, viz :

Fill up the blank in the 3d seclmn with 150, and ask to be dis.
charged from further consideration of. the subject.

E. D. TRACEY, Chalrman.

Which was reeeived and coneurred in.

Mr. IFairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bl”“ reported
the following bills, viz :

A bill entitled,” An act to enforce the payment of taxes assessed, -
and 16" be '\bsessud against all institutions claiming corporate privi-
leges in this State ;

“A bill entitled, An act to provide for the payment of Jurors and
Slate wilnesses ;- .

As correctly tm'olicda

The following ‘messago from His Excellency the Governor was
received and read :
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) e Exzcurive DepazTae~T, Jan. 1, 1848,
Glentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

I have approved the following Acts and Resolutions, to wit :

An act to exempt the citizens of Levy county from serviug as Jury.
men beyond the limits of said county §

An act to authorize the Freasurer of Alachua county fo'pay over
fo the Treasurer of Marion county the amount of the county tax in his
brands, assessed and collected upon lands lying in Marion county ;

.:n act for the relief of A. B. Clark, assignee of Thomas M.

ite ;

An act to authorize certain persons to establish a ferry acrose the
Apalachicola river, at Chattahoochie ;

An act to change the name of William J. McCaughan to that of
Wm. J. McGriff;

An act in relation to roads and highways in the counties of Wash-
ington, Benton, and Hamiltion ;

An act to change the name of Sarah A. Alston

An act to define the Western boundary of Jackson county, and to
repeal an act therein named ;

Anact to amend the several acts relative to County Commissioners 3

An act to facilitate the draining of the  Fwelvo Mile Swamp,” ir
the county of St. Johns;

An act to regulate the Pilotage of 1he Bar of the River St. Johns ;

An act to amend an act entitled, * An act to provide for the elec-
tion of Electors of President and Vice President of the United
States,” approved Janunry 6, 1847 ; /

An act to more fully defime the rates of and duty of Pilots for the
Port of Cedar Keys

Resolution expressive of thanke to Messrs Randall, Brockenbrough
and Baker, examiners of Thompeon’s Digest ;

Preamble and Resolutions in relation to certain sections of land
granted by the United States to Florida, for the purpose of fixing the
Seat of Government ; ‘

Preamble and Resolutions in relation to Pre-emption Rights in this
State ;

Resolutions in relation to the Wilmot Proviso ;

Preambie and Resolutions relative to the expenses of Florida Vol
anteers previous to being mustered into the United States Service :

Preamble and Resoluti ns relative to the passage of a law in relief’

of certain citizens of this State. v -
ery respectfully,
y ws!w”. MOSELEY.
Also the following :
Execurive DErarTENT, January 1, 1848,
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives ;
I have the honor to solicit your adviee and consent t¢ the following
nominations :
Wm. H. Andrews, John Wooten and L. B, Harber, as Auction+
eers for the county of Jeflerson.
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Mr. Win. C. Campbell having this morning;‘:lcclfned his nomina«
tion, which [ made on yesterday, as Cotton Weigher for the -county
of Leon, I hereby respectfully nominate Charles A. Nash for that of-
fice, und ask your advice and counsent to said nomination.

Very Respectfully,
o W. D. MOSELEY.

‘f'he nominations therein contained were advised and consented to
by the Senate.

Also the loilowing :

Execvrive Derarrussr, Jan, 3, 1818,
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

L vespectiully ask your adviee and censentto the following nomina«
tions :

John D. Sheldon, as Aucticaeer fur the county of Orange ; and
William B. Davis, as Auctioncer for the county of St. Lucic.

A. G, Miller, Geo. W, Cole, jr., Alex. Bushlatt, John W, [ines,
Julin W. Low, Moses Edwards, as Auctioneers for the county «f Co.
lumbia,

Very respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.

The nominations therein contained were advised and consented te
by the Senate.

Also the following :

. Exucrrive Derar xt, Jan. 1, 1919,
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House ol Representutives :
I respeetfully ncicinate the tollowing e gentigman for the of-
fices designated and ask your advice and eonsent @
L. W.spratt, as Julge aof Probate, and . W, Culled and Natlan
Bulker, as Auctioneers, lor the county of Franklin.
Very respeetfilly, W, D MOSELEY.
The nominationwtherein cen'ained were advised and eonsented te
Ly the Senate. .
"The following message from the Tlense was raceived and read ;
- Houst Reznpsexrarives, January 3, [818,
fioaorable Piesidect ¢! the Sein'e :
N :——Senzte bill entitled, ** An act more particularly {0 deiine
jeete !.\ tho House,
et o presevibe an eqaeal and un’.

rortrage leins,’ was this day re

And Henate il entitied, Ao

furay mode of tasaticn, anti for other purpeses,” was this day indei.

nitely l.vza"mln:nl.

e : 1% T 1
ry ros cifally,

W N, BANCASTER;

H A A » P RDOTLT T [
Ciek iluise Representatives,

Ry, Juncary 3, 1843,

<A oset to opanize n al for the
i the Umnry of Franklin” has
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passed the House, with the title amended as follows: Strike'owt
“organize,” and insert, “aid in support of.”
In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested:
Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives.

The Senate concurred in the amendment, and tte bill was order-
ed to be enrolled. .

‘The following also was received and read :

d House RerresenTaTivEs, January 1, 1848.
Honorable President Senate : ;

Sir :—The House has appointed Messrs. Forward, Hagner,
Mitchell of Jackson, and A. E. Maxwell joint committee of confer-
ence, to act with a similar committee on the part of the Senate, upon
the bill “mnaking provision for a system' of Common Schools.”

Very respectfully, '
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives:

'Fhe House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to authorize Jas.
Cockroft to establish a Ferry across Shoal River, as passed by the
ITouse without amendment. Ordered to be enrolled. -

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to amend an act
‘entitled an act to organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,
as passed by the House withoutamendment. Ordered to be enrolled.

The llowing communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Gavernor:

Sexate Cuaxper, January 4, 1843.
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sin:—1I have the honor to transmit, for your approval, the follow.
ing bills, viz: a Dbill entitled, * An act to provide for the pay-
ment of Jurors and State Witnesses,” also a bill entitled, An act to
enforce the payment of taxes assessed, and toihe assessed, against
all institutions claiming corporate privileges in this State,” passed by
the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the presi-
ding oflicers thereof.

Very respectfully, |
C. W. DOWNING,
Suurclery Senate.

The House returned Senate resolutions in relation to Territory
whick may be acquired by the United Staies, as passed by the House
withowt amendment.  Ordered to be enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to encourage and
fucilitate Internal Improvements, and to authorize and regulate part-
ships for that purpose, as amended by the House.

The Senate concurred in the amendment, and the bill ordered to
be engrossed, .

A message was received from th: House, stating that the House
hiad adupied the resolution passed by the Senate on the 30th ult. rel-
ative to the election of John Beard, Register.
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The following communication from the Comptroller was received
and read, and referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts,
with instructions to examige into, and repsrt as to the reasonableness
of these charges:

CowrrroLLEr’s OFFICE,
January 4, 1848, ;
Hon. President of the Sepate :

Sir :—In answer to the request of this date, for information as to
the costs of publication of the amendments of the Constitution adopt.
cd at the session of 1846, ’47, I have to say that the following ac-
counts for that service have been presented at this office for allow-
ance, lo wit :

J. L. Wyman, 10 sq. 6 m.

Jas. M. Gould, 10 sq. 6 m. 135 00—St. Augustine.

Sibley & Dyke, 9 sq. 6 m. 100 00—Tallahassee.

J. A. Baughey, 14 sq. 30 insertions, 217 00—D’ensacola.

Total, $387 00
Gf these accounts, all, except the last named, have ‘heen audited,
and, I'think, paid at the Treasury—making a total paid of $370 00.
I have the honor to e,
' Very réspectlully,
SIMON TOWLE, Cowmptroller.

The rule being waived, Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on
Enrolled Bills, reperted bill entitled, An Act to authorize the Exec-
utors of George Kingsley, deceased, to sell real estate, as correctly
enrolled.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the rule will be considered as waiv.
ed during the remainder of t e session, and the Committee on En.
rolled Bills allowed. to report at any time.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

8135 00—Apalachicola.

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to provide for the election of a
county site in the county of Washington, was read the third time, and
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson,
Watls—13. '

Nays—None.

So said bLill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be -
certifiéd to the Iouse. ol .

The following communication was transmiited to his excellency
the Governor: 5

b SevaTe CmaMBER, January 4, 1848,
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sir :—I herewith transmit, for the approval of your Excellency, a
bill entitled, An act to authorize the Exccutors of George Kingsley,
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deceased, to sell real estate, passed by the two Houses of the General
Assembly, and signcd by the presiding officers thereof.
Very respectfully,
. W I)UW\[\(r, Sec’y. Senate,

House bill entitled, An \t.t for the relief of the ‘T'rustees of tho
Township 1, Range 1, 8. and E. in the county of Leon, was read a
sccond time, and postponed until to-morrow.

Bill to be entitled, An Act to ascertain the number of white chil.
dren hetween the ages of 6 and 13 years, and to obtain information
respecting the Common School Lands, was read a second time.

Mr. Avery moved to fill up the i:lank oceuring in the third line of

section 2, with 2 cents; which was adopted, nud the bil! ordered to
be engrossod for a third reading to-mo:row.

House bill entitled, An Act to provide a salary for the Quarter
Master General, and for other purposes, was read a second time, and
the amendment proposcd by the Cor:mittee on Militia adopted. 1
rule waived, the bill read a third time i+ iis title, and on Ui question
of its passaeze, the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—DMr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austing Borritt, Coslin,
Floyd, Lovimer, MeMillan, Meseley, Priost, =inderson, Tabor,
Tracey, Watts—1 1,

Nays—None.

So said bill passed.  Title as stated, Crdeved that the sans Do
certitied to the House.

Bill to bo entiticd, An act regulating the fees of Notaries Public
in the State of Florida, was read n secom

Mre. Sunderson nroved menid by stril
tion 1, and inserting 33 which vas adopted,

M. Avery moved lu amend by adding “and coples” afier * san”
in line 13 of section 1; which was adupted.

The hill was ordered.to Le engrossed tur a third reading te.no:.
row.

Hounse Lill entitled, An act to define the toie for which Coanty
Comnmissioners shall hold their oflice, was read a secend tize, and
postponed until to-morrow,

Hoase bill entitled. An aet fer the reliel of setlers on public s,
and to grant pre-cir vtion rights in certain cases, was read the first
it -, and ordered for a sccoh\l reading to-morrow.,

House bill entitled, An act relative to I adges of Propate, Couniy
Connnissioners, and Sherifls, was read the first tine, and ordered for
a second reading to-morrow,

House bill vnlulud. An act o deciare and make the c'tizenshin of
the keeper or keepers of the Live Oak Plaatation, o p;ms iie the city
of Pensiecly, inthe County of Escambia in place of the Connty of
Suanta Rosa, was read the first time, ike rule wiived, read a second
aud hind time by its title, and an the question o its pasase, the
yeas and pays were ;

Y ras—>Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austit, I}

imer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sandrrson, .70 v Sl Tl

L T

gl in

12 of aez
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Nays—None.

- So said bill passed—tiile as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the [ouse.
~ House bill entitled, An act ts amend .the criminal laws now in
force in this State, was read the fizst time, the rule waived, read a
second time by its title, and referred o the Judicmr) Cummutee with
instructions to report on said bill this evening.

House bill entitled, An nct to authorize Blake Jernagin te estab.
lish a Ferry across Peusac«)h Bay from Deer Foint to the city of Pen.
sacola, was read the first time, the rule waive xl, read a second and
third time by its title, and on the question of its pussage, the yeas
and nays were :

Yeas—3r. President, Messrs. Avery, Buoreit, Flood, MeMiilan,
Moseley, Priest, bandl-non, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—11.

Nay—Mr. Austin—1.

Ho said bill passed. Title a s stated.

Ordere ] that the same be certified to the House, .

The bilowing comnamunication from [is l'Txcullénc_',' the Governor
was received and read : b

Execvrron Davans T, January 4, 19,8,
Gentlemen of the Senate anel of the iémse of ’(qu esentulives :

I have the honor to ask your advies and consent ta the Hllowing
nominations: Levi Le<, Stephen S. Smith, and Wiiliam: Dees, as
Auciioneers for the’ county of diawilton

Very respectfully, W. D.MOSELETY.

The nominations theron ¢ontained were advised and consented
to by the Senate.

Honse Lili extitled, Ao Vet 1ze the nanetof Jues Sem.
tet, of Mouroe coumy, to that ol Junies Theothy Wali wos read
the first time, the rule waived, re d a second and third (e, and on
the que-'ion of its nassage, the yeas and nays were

Yeas—MNir. President. Messrs, Averv, Avstin, Burritt, Costin,
Floyd, l,arimcr, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, {abor,
Walts—12

Navs—-Noue.

. L < »

So suid Lill passed. Title as stated.  Ouwdered that the same be
cestitied to the Mouse, ! B

House Preamble an:! Resolation askiog Cungrc‘ss te provide
lands for the inhabitants of certain lu\\nsl.\ps for the suppost of Pub-
lic Schools, was read the first time, the rofe waived, read a second
time by its litle, and referred to the Committee o Schools and Col-
leges. d

Huusn resolutions relative to the nldms ard orphans of thoese
who have died in defence of their country iu Mexico, vere read the
first time, the rale waived, read a secobd :m] third time by title, and
passed,

'On mmiou, thc Se,n ve took a rece s unt
\
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34 o’cLock P. M.
The Senate proceeded with the Orders.

House bill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act amen.’

datory of the Criminal Laws now in force in this State, approved
January 6th, 1847, was read the firsttime, the rule waived, read a
second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Avery moved that the rule be waived, aod the Lill entitled,
An Act to ascertain the number of white children between the age
of six and eighteen years, and to obtaia information respecting the
Common School Lands, be read a third time, and put upon its pas.
sage ; which motion was lost.

House bill entitled, An Act to regulate the time of holding the
Circuit Courts in the Middle Circuit, were read the fust time, and
ordered for a second reading to-morrow.

House resolutions relative to the Chcular issued from the office of
the Comptroller 24th Angust, 1846, was read the first time, and the
Senate refused to read the resolution a second time to-morrow.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on: Eunrolled bills reported
the following bills, viz :

Bill entitled, An Act toamend an act entitled, an act to organize
the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida ;

Bill entitled, An Act in support of a -School for the education of
poor children ithin the county of Franklin ;

Bill entitled, An act to authorize James Cockroft to establish a
erry across Shoal river;

As correctly enrolled.

The following commupication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor: .

~ Sexate Cuamser. January 4th, 1848,
To His Exccllency the Governor of Florida :

Sir: [ herewith transmit for your approval the fullowing bills, viz:

Bill entitled, An act to aid in support of a School for the education
of poor children within the county of Franklin ;

Bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to organize
the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida.

Bill entitled, An act to authorize James Cockroft l? establish a
ferry across Shoal River ; /

Passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed
by the presiding officers thereall
’ Very respectfully, C. W, DOWNING.

; Secretary Senate.

The following message from the House was received and read.

House or RepresenTaTIvis, Jan. 4th, 1813,
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir: The House has this day apopted the following :

Ordeicd, That (the Senate concurring) the Commiltee of the
House on Finance and Public Accounts, be instructed to unite with
the Senate Committec on Taxation and Revenue, to draw up and

R
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report an act todefray the expenses of this session of the Genera
Assembly. Very respectfully,
: W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

The Senate concurred.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to define and set-
tle the boundaries between the State of Florida and Alabama, as
passed hy the House without amendment, Ordered to be enrolled.

House bill entitled, An act to alter the Criminal laws of this State
in relation to burning of woods, was read the first time, and ordered
for a second reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, Arr Act for the relief of W. J. Armistead, was
read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An Act providing compensation to be paid to
L. A. Thompson for preparing a Digest of the Laws of Florida, was:
read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow. .

House bill entitled; An act to define and seitle the houndary be-

‘tween the States of Florida and Alabama, was read the first time.

‘The Senate refused to read a second time. v .

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of E.D. Howse, Sheriff’
of Marion County, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a
second and third time by title, and on the question of its passage, the
yeas and nays were : ;

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Lerimer, McMillan
3. ; .
Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Fabor,
Tracey, Watts—8. :

So said bill was lost. )

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of R. A. Shine, was read
the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow. :

“The following message from the House was received and read :

Hovse RepreseNTaTIVES, January 3, 1848.

Hon. President of the Senaie :

Sir:—The House has this day passed Senate “bill relative to
Territory which may be acquired by the United States,” with the
following amendment : * Strike out the 2d and 3d sections.”

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. Suid bill
has been transmitted to the Senate without proper message.

Very Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER,

. Clerk Ho. Rep. .
"I'he Senate concurred in the amendments. ‘ .
Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the following

report : B
l"’l'hc Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred an engross-

ed bill from the House of Representatives, entitled,  An act to amend

the criminal laws of force in this State,” have had the same under
consideration, and have instructed me to
REPORT:

That they are of opinion that a distinotion should be made between
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the burning of court houses, jails, churches, and other public bLuild.
ings, and the hurning ot gin-houses, corn-pens, stables and other
private out-buildings, &c., both astothe character of the offence, and
its degree of punishment. By the bill un'ler consideration, the burn.
ing of any of these is made a misdemeanor only, and the same lati.
tude or scope of punishment is allowed in the one as in the other.
The committee therefore réeommend that the bill be amended by
striking out of the first section the words “ or any ghurch, meeting.
house, college, academy, court-house, jail, or other building erected
for public use,” and in lieu thercof adopt the section herewith accom-
panying this report.

The committee also recommend to sirike out * five years” in the
first section and insert in licu thereof, twn years, nor less than six
months.  They also recommend to amend the 2d section of said bill
in reference to the punishment, by striking ont the words “ three
years,” and insert in lieu thereof one year, nor less than Jour months.

‘The commiltee recommend also that the 4th scction of the said
bill be amended by adding afier the word “oftences” in the 3d ling
thereof, mentioned in the first and sccond scctions of this act, and by
adding at the end of the said section the following, and if any colored
person frec negro, mulalto, or slave, shali be convicted of the offence
or offences mentioned in the 3d seclion of this act, he shall be deemed
guilty of felony, and shall be punished by whipping not excceding one
hundred lashes, and by having his ears nailed (o posts there to stand
Sfor half an hour, and if a free colored person he or she shall besides
pay the expense of the prosecution, or be sold to service for that pur-
I}"S('.

It is also recommended that the section accompanyiyg this report
be inserted as the 3d section, and that the 3d and 41l » ctions of the
Lill be imade the 4th and 5th sections.

S. L. BURRITT, Clairinan,

Ske. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person sh ! willully
and maliciously burn, or cause to be hurned, cr aid, assist in. counsel,
proctire or consent to, the burning, or shall zci fire to, or uid, assist
in, counsel, procure or consent to, the seiting ire 1o with intent to
hurn, any court-house, jail, church, meeting.hoist, college, academy,
or other builiing erected for pulilic use, or in whick State or county
records, or other public. pronerty is lawiully und ¢
persen shall be deened guilty of feleny, ac tin Lie
puniched, by standing in the pilluy ane o, 3y & exered-
ing five thoe g dellars, nor less than one thonana .!}-'!:us. or by
hnprisonmeut. not exceeding five years, por less thau cee year at the
diserorion

b hich repert

aeury,
as concurred fu, the amoerdments erlernd o be
enzrose ' and the bill ord. e !

{lor ] reading teamostow,
U notion of Mr. Burrit, Mire Avory wosadied to the Comaittee
nanmd Revenue.

il

en ‘i

Mp, Saoter s owas olde! to the
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WxpxNEspAY, January 5, 1848,

" The Senate met pursuant tp adjourntent,

Rev. Mr: Choice officiated ds Chdplain. , .

A quorum being present, on midtith of Mr. Tracey the reading of
the Journal was dispensed with. .

Pursuant lo previous notice, Mr. Waits introduced a bill to e en:
titled, An act to chunge the fidie of téitain persons therein named.

 Which was retid the first time, the rule waived, rédd a second and
third time by its title, and on the question bf its passage, the yeas and
hays were: . :

Yeas—Mr. Predident, Méssérs. Avery, Burritt, Floyd, Fairbanks,
Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smitk, Tabor, Tra:
cey, Waltts—14,

Nays—Nong. - .

So said bill passed—title ds stdted: ;

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. ‘

The following was ordered to be spread upou the Journals :

The Senator from Leon, in voting in favor of the passage of the
bill providing for the appropriation of payment to the Quarter Mas-
ter General, and for other purposes, protests against ‘the enactment
of thiat section . of the bill which provides that:a part of the rotunda .
of the capitol shall bie used for the sife-keeping of the Public Arms,
or made an Arsenal of. - The Senator from Leon would view with
sincere regret the mutilation of the capitol of the State for any pur-
posgs whatever, and greatly prefer voting an appropriation for the
erection of an Arsenal to be used as a safe depository for the Public
Arms. ;

Mr. Moseley, from the-Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre:
sented the following report : .

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred a
communication from the Comptroller relative to the expense of pub-
lishing the amendments to the Constitution, adopted at the session of
the General Assembly in 1846 and 1847, beg léave to submit the fol.
lowing ) REPORT : :

That in the discharge of their cuty, called at the Comptroller’s
office for jnformation, and find that the atcounts of

J. L. Wyman, for the sum of : 8135, Apalachicola,

Jas. M. Gould, - - - - 135, St. Augustine,

Sibley & Dyke, ) - sy - - 100, Tallahassee,
have been audited and pald for said publication, and that the account
of James A. Baughey, for publishing the same amendments, and for -
the same time, as rendered by him, $217, transmitted with the fol-
lowing communication :

Pexsacora, December 10, 1847.

Hox. Jaues T. Arcuer, ’

Dear Sir:—I herewith enclose to you my account against the
State for advertising in the Florida Democrat, which you will oblige
me by attending to forthwith, as T am in need of money. I know
| . 26 .

= 4
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the Stale is rather poor, but you know also that publishing a demo:-
cratic paper in this Gibralter of Whiggery is a thankless and prefit.-
less business. I feel confident, lherel(g:g:,» that you will do all you can-
to assist me in the hour of need. .
Respectiully, yours, &e.
) JAS: A.- BAUGHEY,
After comparitig the” accamt of Baughey with those of the above
famed Printers, they find that Baughey’s account exceeds that of
Bibley & Dyke in the sum of $117, and of each of the others the
sum of $82. Your committee are uaable to discover any reason
why one paper should receive mote compensation for the same ser-
vice than anotherrand: believing that the accounts paid are as muckr
as ought to be allowed, (

_ Resolved by the General Assembly, That the Comptroller is hereby
directed to allow James A. Baughey, for tha publication of the
amendmenta to the' Constitution adopted by the General Assembly at
its session in 1846 and 1847, the sum of 100, and for other items
the sum of $35. ‘

To all which they ask the concurrence of the Senate, and beg to
be discharged from the further consideratien thereof.-
: W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman.
Which was received and concurred in, and the resolution therein
contained, read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.
morrow.
Mr. Avery, from a Select Committee, presented the following re--

rt

The Select Committee, appointed by the Senate tp confer with a
similar Committee on the part of the House, respecting the disagree-
ment of the Senate to the House substitute for Senate bill entitled,
.lﬁn Act to provide for the establishment of Common Schools, ask
eave to

REPORT: /

Upon conferring- with the House Committee, your Committee
found it impossible to reconcile the various points of difference be.
tween the Senate and-House bills—and believing that it would be
far better for the State in the end, to have no School bill pass the
present session, than the one substituted for the Senate bill, recom.
mend that the Senate adhere to its disagreement.

Your Committee think it proper to make a fetv comments up.
on- the bill substituted by the House for the Senaté bill—which
comments will present some of the reasons for their advising to ad-
here to the disagreement.

It should be premised, that before the School bill had been finally
acted upen by the House, a bill had passed the Senate, authorizing
the Register of Public Lands to sell the sixteenth sections, and pro-
viding for the consolidation of the School Fund—and also. for having
it so invested as to draw interest, payable annually, which interest
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-was, by the Senate Bchooi bill, to be distributed among the children

of the State equally. * ’

By section first of the House bill, the State of Florida gives her ,
consent, and directs the sale of section sixteen heretofore located, or
which may be hereafter located in each and every township in the
State. Provided always, says section 2d, that the proceeds of said
1ands when sold, shall be disbursed, expended and applied, for the
use of the inhabilants of the townsihp for which the same was selected,
&e. :

By section 2d, it is also provided, that sales shall be made of the
sixteenth sections, uponthe consent of the inhabitants of each town.
ship and fractional township within said county, given in the man.-
mer expressed in section 8th, to wit: The qualified electors whe-
shall vote for Commissioners, shall be desired to state, 1st, of what
township ! in the county such voter is an inkabitant. 2d, whether or
not such voter desires the sale of the sisteenth section -in his town.
ship? The section then provides, that the Commissieners of Com-
mon Schools for the county, (who are to be seven in number,) shall,
by vote, declare whether or no they, (the Commissioners,) ‘desire
the sale of the said sixteenth sections or fractional sections, &c.

Your Committee would here refer the Senate to the report made
by the Select Committee of the Senate upon the Senate bill entitled,
An act to provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted hy
Congress to the State for the support of Public Schools, and for con-
solidating the School Fund, which report contains the law under
which the State holds. the sixteenth sections, and also facts relating
to them, showing the absurdity and injustice of limiting the benefits
10 be derived frcm the sixteenth sections, 10 the inhabitants of the
townships in which the sixteenths are situated. Those who propose
the House method of disposing 'of the School lands, deny the right of
the State to sell, and consolidate the fund derived from the sale. . But
your Committee would ask—If the State cannot sell the sixteenth
sections, how can she empower seven men in each county to sell?
as is provided in the eighth section of the House bill—for it will be
seen, upon examination of that section, that, although the volers are
required to-state whether they do or do not desire the sale of the
sixteenth sections, yet the Commissioners may decide as te the sale,
without reference 1o the wishes of the voters.

Section 4th of the House bill says : Seven Commissioners of Com-
mon Schools shall be eleeted in each county—cach Commissioner
to be taken from differént townships, &e.

Your Committee would ask, who will take the initiative in this
matter? Who would probably be at the trouble and expense of as.
certaining the township lines, in order to know with certainty whe-
ther or not those who were to he appointed Commissioners lived in
different townships *—for be it remembered, that as it is required
they should be taken from diflerent townships, no act of theirs can
be valid unless they are so taken. And be it also remembered, that
the disposition which this bill makes of the sisteenth sections, debars
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many of our cities and villages from any participation in the fund—
nd all of them irom their proper proportion—and therefore the . in.
habitants of villages and cities cannot he expected fo exert them.
pelves ip this matter. d
hese Commissioners, moreover, must be intelligent, zealous, inde.
fatigable men, for they not.only receive nothing for their time, ex-
pense and troublg, put by sec. 25th, they are liable to indictment
and fine, i they do not perfprm ihe following duties, to wit :

Take care of the School Lands, and lease the same. Collect
the rents; preserve the School Lands from waste and damage—
=—(these School Lands, it will be recollegted, pre relocated in many
cases, in distant eounties.) Meet al the Court Hopse at least once
in three months. Keep a record of the proceedings of each meet-
ng. Act as School Inspectors—examine and license. Teachers.

ake annual reports to the State Treasurer of the proceeds of
the School Lands, and all their transactions relative thereto—
each township account to be kept geparate—(some of the counties
have from 50 to 100 townships.) If the sixteenths are sold, they are
to attend to the sale. If default is made in any payment, (which
are to be made on time,) they are to see that the sums previously
paid are forfeited, and the lands resold. To erect school houses
and assess & tax for building the same, and for purchasing school
house lot. 'To assess a tax on the inkabilants of the county, al their
discretion, for the pyurpose of paying the wages of the teachers, &c.

These duties must be performedﬁ:y the Commissioners when once
elected—no matter whether they are elected by friends orienemies
—hy three, six or a hundred yolers—they are not allowed to resign,
or to plead inability. J

These Commissioners when chosen, whetber by one, two, three,
or a hundred voters, are by section 23d, empowered not only “ in
their discretion, io vote a tax upon persons and property,” but “ o en-
force the collection of the same under such rules and regulations as
‘they may prescribe. No bond is required for the faithful performance
of their duties—no security is to be given that they will not, afier
levying and collecting the tax, “ in their discretion,” apply the pro-
ceeds to their own use.

It is true by section 26th, “ any of the officers anumerated in the
act, wilfully misappropriating, or applying any of the funds to his
own use, is liable to be indicted. But your Committge think he
who would appropriate the School Fund to his own_ pse, would
doubtless plage himself beyond the reach of an indictment.

In corclusiop, your Committee cannot but express their regret
that the bill  providing for the establishment of Common Schools,”
which was passed by the Senate without a dissenling voice, did not
receive the sanction of the House—for by it an equal and uniform
system would have been established, simple in its organization, yet
as your Committee think perfectly practicable, and with the means
provided by the Senate bill for * selling the sizteenth sections, and
consolidating the School Fund,” (which bill was also lost in the
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House,) would have enabled the State to dispense the blessings of
gducation with an impartial hand. '

Al of which is respectfully submitted.

: O. M. AVERY, Chairman,
J. P. SANDERSON,
G. R. FAIRBANKS,
S. L. BURRITT.

Mr. Avery, from the Commiltee on Schools and Colleges, made
the following report : L ; ' ;

The Committee on Schools gnd Colleges, to whom was referred
the preamble and resolutions asking Congress, &c., ask leave to re-
port the same without amendment. )
Q. M. AYERY, Chairman.

Mr. Sanderson, from a Joint Select Committee, presented the fol-
Jowing report : . '

The Joint Committee lpgoir_lled by the General Assembly to ex-
amine the Comptroller’s office, infurnuunpa of section nine of the
act organizing said office, approved July 24, 1845,

REPORT :

That they have examined -the condition of said office, and after
due investigation into the proceedings of the said office, find that the
Comptroller has discharged his duties strictly according to law.

! J. P. SANDERSON,
B Chairman of Senate Committee.
O. M. AVERY,
‘G. R. FAIRBANKS,
A. K. ALLISON,
Chairman Hoyse Commitlee.

Which was received and concurred in,

Also the following : :

The Joint Commiltee appointed by the two Houses of the General
Assembly to examine the office of the Treasurer in pursuance of
gection 8, 9, 10, and 11, of the act to organise such office, and ap.
proved July 26, 1845, . ’

REPORT :

pe {

That they have examined the accounts and vouchers relating to all
monies reccived into and paid out of the Treasury during the fiscal
year ending 30th Movember, and we report that the amount of monies
received into the Treagury for such year is the sum of $45,357 60,
and the amount paid oyt on Treasury certificates during such year
was the sum of $47,331 40.

That the amount in the ‘I'reasury on the 1st day of November,
1846, was the sum of 85,728 90, and the balance remaining in the
hands of the Treasurer on the 1st day of November, 1847, was the
sum of §3,755 10.

That we have compared the warrants drawn by tho Comptroller -
aon the Treasury during said year with the several laws under which

!
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the same purported to be drawn and certify that the Comptroiler had
power to draw such warrants.

We further certify that the duties of said office have been perform.-
.ed with care, diligence and fidelity. ’

J. P. SANDERSQN,
Chairman Senate Com,

0. M. AVERY.

G. R. FAIRBANKS.

A. K. ALLISON, ~
Chairman House Com.

Which- was received apd concurred iy.

Mr. Smith presented the account of Jas. C. Johaston, Justice of
the Pa‘u:e, for certain services rendered to the State. °

Which was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, Anactto allow the privi-
lege :l bail in certain cases, as passed by the House without amend.
men ’

Ordered to be enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to exempt the in-
habitants of Amelia Island, in the county of Nassau, from working
on the roads on the main land ip said county, as passed by the House
without amendment.

Ordered to be enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to organize the
Office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Florida, as
passed by the Senate without amendment ;

Ordered to be enrolled.

The following message from the House was received and read:

Houvse or RermresEnwarTives, Jan. 4, 1848,
Honorable President of the Senate :

Stz :—The House has receded from its disagreement to Senate’s
amendments to House bill entitled, # An act making appropriation for
the payment of the printipg and binding of Thompson’s Digest and
finally disposing thereof,” and has concurred in said umendéenu.

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

Also the following :

. House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Jan. 4, 1848,
dlonorable Presidest of the Serate :

Siz :—I am instructed to inform the Senate that the action of the
#House upon Senate amendments to House bill entitled, “ An act to
snake yalid the proceedings of sundry persons compmissioned as Justi-
ces of the peace of this State,” was as follows :

The House concurred in the amendments except as to the first,
¥iz : “ Strike out the preamble and the word therefore in the first
jine of the enacting clause.” Which was not concurred in. In 4th
#ection strike out in the 5th line the words “ duly elected,” and insert,
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# who received the highest number of voles.” In which changesthe
concurrence of the Senate is requested. -
Very Respactfully,
) . B. LANYCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

The Senate insisted upon their smendment. o

The following communication was transmitted to His Excellency
the Governer > - )

Sexare Cuampes, Jan. 5, 1848.
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida ¢

Siz :—The following nominations made by your Excellency have
been advised and consented to by the Senate, viz:

Perry G. Wall, Judge of Probates for the County of Benton.

Charles S. Pomlinson, Benjamin Ellison, Wm. G. Porter, James
L. Barber, and William A, Kain, Commissioners of Pilotage for the
harbor and watérs of Apalachicola Bay. . =R

A. M. Hobby, Port Warden for the port of St. Marks. )

Hanson Kelly, Sr., John Campbell, Rob’t. A. Mitchell, William
J. Keyser, H. F. Ingraham, and John Jerrison, Jr., Port Wardens
for the port of Pensacola.

Aaron Smith, Auctioneer for the Cotnty of Levy.

Michael Usina and Francis P, Ferreira, Auctioneers for St. Johns
County.

R. il Berry, Auctioneer, for the County of Leon. ~ ~

Mathew Knight, Thomas W. Jones, Benjamin Wilson, and Chas.
Dewaal, Auctioneers for the County of Duval.

Geo. G- Pattison, C.P. Kuapp, W. B. Davis, J. G. Michalloffeki,
D. Davidson, Geo. W. Barkley, Alexander McVoy, Francis de la
Rua, B. F. Magee, Bithall G.-Bell, James Gonzalez, Joseph Quig-
les, Auctioneers for the County of Escambia.

* Emanual Forham, (of Milton,) Auctioneer for the €ounty of San-
ta Rosa. . .

Stephen D. Fernandez, Arthur M. Reed, Thomas Holmes, Chas.
Willey, and John Middleton, Port Wardens for the Port of Jackson-
ville, Duval County. -

Charles A. Nash, as Weigher of Cotton for the county of Leon,

Benjamin J. Hagler, as Auctioneer for the county of Hillsborough.

Hugh Archer, as Auctioneer for the county of Leon. :

Alexander Patterson, Edwin A. Falker, Wm. H. Wall, Wm.
Curry, Hiram Benner, James Filor, W. H. Von Pfister, P. J.'Fon-
{ane, R. D. Fontane, as Auctioneers for the county of Monroe.

Ben.'lamin Sawyer, G. L. Bowne, P. J. Fontane, and Frederick
Filor, as Commissioners of Pilotage for the county of Monroe.

Levi Lee, Stephen S. Smith, and William Dees, as Auctioneers for
the county of Hamilton. . -

‘L. W. Spratt, as Judge of Probate, and P, W. Cullen and Nathan
Baker, as Auctioneers for the county of Franklin. i

John D. Sheldon, as Auctioneer for the county of Orange ; and
William B. Davis, as Auctioneer for the county of St. Lucie.
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A. G. Miller, Geo. W. Cole, jr., Alex. Bushlatt, Jobn W. Hines;
John W. Low, Moses Edwards, as Auctiowesrs for tire county of Cos
lumbia. . : ) _

W:. H. Andrews, Yohn Wooten and L. B. Harber, as Auction-
¢ers for the county of Jefferson. .

© d Very Respecifally

€. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Engrosséd bill entifled, An act regulating the fees of Notaries Pub-
Yic in the State of Florida, i )
Was read the third time, and on the question of ils passage, the

28 nays were :

”Y;Mu;—‘hl{. President; Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Floyd, Lori-
mer, McMillan, Modeley, Priest, Sandergon, Tracéy, Watts—12.

Nays—None. "

So said bill passed. Title as stated. , ’

Ordered that the same be certified to' the House. o

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to ascertain’ the num'be_r 9[' white
¢hildren between the ages of 6 and 18 years, and to’ obtain informa-
fion respecting the common school lands,

Was read the third time.

Mr. Avery offered the following amemiment :

Skc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the tax assessor and collector,
upon entering upon the duties herein assigned him, shall take und.
subscribe an eath before some Judicial officer, faithfully to perform
the duties required by this'act, and on failure to perform said duties,
shall be liable to indictnrent for & misdemeanor and',ﬁnec! in a sum
fiot less than ten nor more thaw fifiy dollars, at the discretion of the
Court.

Which was unanimoutly adopted. . _

On the question of the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burrut._Fa.ubnnks,
Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor,
"Fracey, Watts—14.

Nays—None. ’ . ‘
Igoaytsho;s bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be
ified to the House.
ce?‘lls:ie bill entitled, An act to amend an act _enlilleq, An act
amendatory of the criminal laws now in force in this State, approved
B47 :
J"\‘\‘;:;yrgz'u:ll a third time, and on the question of its passage the yeos
aud\’::y—glertel;residanl, Messrs. Burritt, McMillan, Moseley, Priest,
n, Watts—7. . ,
Sall:;i:yr:o—,\[essrs. Avery, Austin, Floyd, Lorimer, Smith, Tabor,

Tracey—7.
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So said bill was lost. -Ordered that the same bhe certified to the

ouse.

House bill entitled, An act to alter the criminal laws of this State
in relation to burning of woods,

Was read the first time and ordered for a sec>nd reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of W. J. Armstead,

‘Was read a second time and referred to the committee on Claims
and Accounts with instructions to report thereon this evening.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of R. A. Shine,

Was read the second time and reférred to the committee on Inter.
nal Improvement. a e . . ;

House bill entitled, An act providing compensations to be paid to
L. A. Thompson for preparing a Digest of the laws of Florida, was
read a second time and referred to a select committee, consisting of
Messrs. Lorimer, Fairbanks, Avery, Sanderson and Burritt. |

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend the criminal laws now
in force in this State, was read a third time, and on the question of
its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Mosely, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor,
Tracey—14. . i

Nays—None.

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be _certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of the Trustees of town«
ship 1, range 1, South and East in the county of Leon, was read the
third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Messrs. Austin and Lorimer—2,

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanke, Floyd,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey—12,
" So said bill was lost, Ordered that the same be certified to the

ouse.

House bill entitled, An act relative to Judges of Probate, County
Commissioners, and Sheriffs,

Was read a second time and referred to the Judiciary Committee,
with instructions to report thereon this evening. L

House Preamble and Resolution asking Congress to provide lands
for the inhabitants of certain townships for the support of public’
schools, ‘ - ¢

Was read a second time.

Mr. Burritt moved to postpéne until to-morrow.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs,- Lorimer
and Burritt, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Floyd, McMillan, Moseley, Sunderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts

—13.

Nay—Mr. Lorimer—1.

So the resolutions were postponed until to-morrow,

2
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Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported bill
entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate Internal Improvements,
and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose, as cor-
rectly enrolled. ‘ .

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of settlers vpon publie
lands, and to grant pre.emption rightsin certain cases,

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-
row.

House bill entitled, An act to regulate the time of holding the Cir-
cuit €ourts in the Middle Circuit, :

Was read a second time, the rule waived, read a third time by its
title, and on the question of its passage, the yons and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tra-
cey, Watts—14.

Nays—None.

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to define the term for which County
Commissioners shall hold their office,

‘Was read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee..

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to establish the office
of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida,

Was read a second time, and ordered for a_third reading to-mor-
row.

House resolutions in relation to Internal lmprovements,

‘Were read the first time.

Mr. Austin moved that the rule be waived, and said resolutions
read a second time by title.

Which was lost, and the said resolutions ordered for a second read-
ing to-morrow. )

ouse preamble and resolutions in regard to the existing war with
Mexico,

Were read the first time.

M. Burritt moved that the resolutions be rejected.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Fairbanks
and Floyd, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts—10.

Nays—Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Tabor—5.

So the resolutions were rejeeted.

Ordered that the same bo certified to the House.

House resolutions relative to the removal of the United States
Land Office from Newnansville to Ocala,

Were read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time and passed. .

House bill entitled, An act to require the County Commissioners
in the several Counties of this State to examine and allow accounts
of Clerks and Sheriffs against the State,
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Was read the first time,’ the rule waived, read the second time by
its title, and indefinitely Eoupoued.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported
resolution in rélation to Territory which may be azquired by the
United States, as correctly enrolled, - '

On motion, the Sepate look a recess until 3 o’clock.

3 o'crock, . M.

The following communication was transmitted to #is Excellency
the Governor: .- . . .

- Sexate Crampex, Jan. 5, 1848,
To his Ezcellency the Governor-of Plorida :

Sir : I have the honor herewith to transmit for your approval,
Resolutions relativeto territory which may be acquired by the
United Siates;

Also, bill entiiled, An act to encourage and facilitate Internal Im.
provements, and to-authorize and regulate partnerships for that pur-
pose ; passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and sign.
ed by the presiding officers thercof. By order of the Senate.

Very respectfully, C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate,

The following message from the House was received and read.

: ] House or RerresextaTives, Jan. 5, 1848,
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sz : The House has concurred in Senate amendmentis to House
bill entitled, An actto repeal an act entitled an act to amend
an act to establish a tanff of fecs, approved Feb. 15, 1834, and
which was approved Dec. 27th, 1845, .

Very respectfully, - W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk Ho. Rep.

House Preamble and Resolutions requesting our members in Can-
gress to procure the passage of an act fo graduate the price of the
Public Lands in this State,

Were read the first timé, the rule waived, read a second and
third time, and passed. )

House Dbill entitled, An act to provide for the location of the
County site of Calhoun county, =

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time by its title, and-on the question of its passage, the yeas and
nays were : : :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Flayd, Mc-
Millan, Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts—10,

Nays—None.

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House resolutions requesting the Senatorsand Representatire of
Florida in Congress, to procure copies of all the surveys and reports
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made thereon, of canal and rail road” Toutes in Florid

ted States Government, for the use of this State, P i
, Were read the first time, the rule waived, read ‘a second and third
time by title, and passed.

House Resolutions in regard to Tands which have reverted back
to the Genernl.Govercn.)enl, under the armed occupation act, and in
regard to the eight sections of land granted to Florida for the fixing
of :V seat of government, ' ’

ere read the first time, the rule waived i
|imﬁ byMtil.le, b iy s aived, read a second and third

r. Moseley, from the Commiltee on Clai ' .
sented the ﬁ)lla\'uing report : R o

The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was referred
a bill to be entitled, “ An act for the relief of R. A’ Shine and Jo.
seph A. Edmondson,” have had the same under consideration, and
ask leave to REPORT: . N

That they recommend the ‘passage of the bill, with the additional
section accompanying the report. ‘They also recommend to add, at
the end of the title to said bill, the words, and for other purposes.

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman,

. Which was received, the bill therein reported read a second time,
as amended, the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and on the
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Lori.
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tracey—11.

Nays—Meassrs. Floyd, Tabor, Watts—3.

So said bill passed. Title as amended.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre.
sented the following report : :

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, have had under their
consideration the claim of Jas. C. Johnston, a Justice of the Peace
for Jefferson County, and including an of Hermon High,
Constable, for services rendered the case of the State vs, Cato, a
glave, who was indicted for an assault and battery, with iq ent to kill,
and recommend the following bill,

W. P, MOSELEY, Chairman.

Which was received, and the bill reported therein read the first
time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, and
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorimer,
McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts—10.

Nays—Messrs. Floyd and Tracey—2.

So the bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre.
sented the following repoit.

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred a
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bill to be entitled, An'act for the relief of Wm. J. Armistead, have
had the same under consideration, and report :

That; in the absence of any evidence in support of said claim, youp
committee believe that all necessary authorily is vested in the Board
of County Commissioners for all proper relief in cases of improper
taxation, and do not therefore deem lu;y legislation either necessa
or proper, and ask to be discharged from further consideration of

said bill,
W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman.

Which was received and'concurred in.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported
the following bills as correctly enrolled, viz; -

Bill entitled, An act to allow the privilege of bail in certain cases;

Bill entitled, An actto define and settle the boundary between the -
Btates of Florida and Alabama ; i :

Bill entitled, An act to exempt the inhabitants of Amelia Island in
the working on the roads on the main land in said county, :

The rule being waived, Mr. Lorimer, from a Select Committee,
presented the following report ;

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill entitled, An
act providing compensation to be paid to L. A. Thompson, for pre.
paring a Digest of the laws of Florida, have had the same under con-
sideration, and beg leave to report favorably thereon, and recommend
the pgssage of the same. .

JAMES H. T. LORIMER, "Chairman.

Which was received and the bill therein, reported read a second
time and ordered for a th.id reading to-morrow.

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was

received and read :
Execurive DerarryENT, Jan. 5, 1848,
Gentlemen of the Senale and House of Representalives :
I respectiully ask your advice and consent to the following nomina.
tion, viz; . . o
Henry C. Wilson, as Judge of Probate for the eounty of Alachua,
Very respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.
The nomination therein contained was advised and consented to
by the Senate.
Also the following : )
- Execurive DeparTMENT, January 5, 1848,
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :
; I respectfully solicjt your advice and consent to the following nom.
nation ; '
R. S. Dickson, as Auctjoneer tor the county of Jackson.
. A Very Respectfully,
' W. D. MOSELEY.
The nomination therein contained was advised and consented to
by the Senate. . . #

'
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The following communicati . i j
P s g ication was transmitted to his Excellency
) SenaTe Cuamseg, Jan
“B:.l" Thie foll the Governor of Florida : i 18'48.
= wing nominations made
be;;azdruced ‘lvr;dbconuenleﬂ to by I::s Senz{a.y\‘r‘iz{ A el
ry C. Wilson, as Judge of Probate for the co
R. 8. Dickson, as Auctioneer for the county :f?::l:{o‘i S
‘Very Respectlully,
C. W. DOWNING,
R . s Sec. Senate.
o c:“; ;'lonl relative to the payment of Capt. Wm. H.
Iin;; ::l panlo':io first time, the rule waived, read a sccond and third
. gl‘;x:r:m, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow.
e Committee on the Judiciary, to whom w i
fr‘o‘);a the House ofReprese_mllivea g;iiled. A‘:lml.;ar!t!l:lei?: I‘ITJ’:IJ :db.n
of Probate, County Commissioners and Sheriff, ask leave to g

REPORT :

That they have had the same under considerati
erat
:iecomm.end that lh? words, “ interrupt their bu;?:;s:n:r"l:ait 1}::’
: hr:l :;F':on otl' thebl:ll, be st:Iicken out. They also recomrr’wm';1 thai
ird section be amende by adding after t i
the ,ﬁ'ﬂl line thereof, the words “ from End :f{erhfh:' ::du: l!:' :)'f.',:bl'n
_act,” And they ask the concurrence of the Senat heming *
. ‘ S. L. BURRITT, Chairman:
d“ hich was recel_vod and concurred in, and the bill 1he::ill:";:n'rl
ed read a lecom.i time, the rule waived, read a third time b lR?l .
and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : il
F.?E;:;TM::L ?relld;ll:. i?leurs. Avery, Austin, Burrit r: Costin
}ng--l:;, rimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Snndersoxi Tmcey:
Nays—None.
So the bill passed. Title as stated.
%I:deref, :::‘t the lll:; be certified to the House.
e rule being waived, on motion of Mr, T'
on House bill entitled, An act for the relief ST E-D. Hover Shens
of M_nnon county, was reconsidered, and said bill’ rel'erre‘d bw1
unanimous vote, lo the Committee on Claims and Accounts B
The ['ollowmgl message Rf‘rou'l the House was received and read :
ousE oF REPRESEN ’
HS TI;r H g 2 sem:i\'ru'lvn, January 4th, 1848.
& :—The House has indefinitely postponed Senate bill i
An act ?o amend the act prescribing Solic';:)r’l fees—:.uc'l, !A:n:::]teie;
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addition to an abt relative to elections in this State, passed Dec. 20th,
1845. Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,

Clerk House of Representatives.
House bill entitled, An act for the relief of Daniel McRaney and

Alfred A. Fisher,
the rule waived, read a second time by its

Was read the first time,
fitle, and referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts.
On motion of Mr. Tracey, Mr. Sanderson was added to the com-

mittee on Claims and Accounts.
The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency

the Governor of Florida :
. SenaTE CHAMBER, January 5, 1848.

To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Str :—I herewith transmit, for your approval, the following bills,
passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by
the presiding officers thereof, viz : i '

Bill entitled, An act to allow the privil

Bill entitled, An act to exempt the in
in the Counfy of Nassau, from working on

in said County ; .
Bill entitled, An act to define and settle the boundary between the

States of Florida and Alabama.
- Very respectfully, .
" C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senale.
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock.

ege of bail in certain cases ;
habitants of Amelia Island,
the roads on the main land

On motion,

Truespay, January 6, 1848.

The Senate met pursuant 'to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Phelps officiated as Chaplain.
A quoruny being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of

the Journal was dispensed with.
Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported

the following bills as correctly enrolled :
Bill extitled, An act to abolish the charter of the city of Apalachi-

cola;

'Bi'll to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to or-
ganize the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of
Florida, approved July 23d, 1845. ’

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on
sented the following report :

The Committez on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred
a bill entitled, An act for the relief of Daniel McRaeny and Alfred
A. Fisher, have had the same under consideration, and rccommen d

Claims and Accouns, pre-
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its passage, and beg leave to be discharged from the further consid.
enlr;m thereof. ' w, P.‘KddOSELEY. Chairman.

The rule being waived, Mr. Sanderson was allowed to introd.ice
a bill to be entitled, An act to improve the navigation of the Suwan.
nee river;

Which was read the first time by its title, the rule waived, and
placed first among the orders of the day :

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow.
ing report : .

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whoma was recommitted a
bill from the House of Representatives, with certain amendments
therein proposed by the Senate, entitled, An act in addition to an
act entitled an act to organize the Circuit Courty of the State of
Florida, ask leave to

REPORT::

That they understood the object of the recommittal of the said
bill, to be for the purpose of ascertning whether any, and what dis-
crepancies existed belween ifs provisions, and those of a bill which
hurnlrendy passed the Senate, and was before the House of Repre-
sentatives for consideration, entitled, “ An act to provide for the time
of holding elections, and for holding the regular sessions of the Gen.
eral Assembly,” and to reconcile those discrepancies, if any, by sui-
table amendments for that purpose. The Committec are advised,
however, that the said bill so passed by the Senate, has been indefi-
nitely postponed in the House of Representatives.

They therefore recommend the passage of the bill under conside-
ration, with the amendments heretofore proposed by the Comnmittee,
and concurred in by the Senate ; and asked to be discharged. &c.

8. L. BURRITT, Chairman.

Which was received. ;

Also the following : |

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred 4 bill to be
entitled, An act to change the time for which County Commissioners
shall hold their office, ask leave to

REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration, and that they are
of opinion that the objects of the bill are sufficiently provided for in a
bill originaling in the House of Representatives ducing this sessign,
and now before the Senate, entitled * An act in addition to an act en.
titled an act to organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Flofida,”
and which last mentioned bill, if passed, will obviate any necessity
for the bill under consideration. The committee recommend, there-
fore, that in case the said bill shall pass, the bill under consideration

be indefinitely postponed. .
. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman.
Which was received.
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Mr, Moseley, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre.
sented the following report :

‘T'he Committéa on Claims and Accotints to whom was referred &
bill entitled, An act for the relief of E. D. Howse, have had the
same under ¢onsideration, and after careful examination,

REPORT:

T'hat they think the Comptroller should allow the sum of 40c per
day for keeping provision in_addition to the allowance for guard,
which has been requested. Your cemmittee having conferred with ’
the Comptroller in relation to such further allowance, and understand-
ing from him that he feels authorised by law to make such further al.
lowance, think that ho legislation is necessary. el 3

: W, P, MBSELY, Chairman,

‘Which was received and cencurred in.

The House returned Senate resolution in relation to the employ-.
ment of Hugh Archer ic the Comptroller’s office, as passed by ﬂ{o
House without amendment. ’

Ordered to be enrolled. .

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor : .
Bevate Cuauser. January 6th, 1848.
Ty His Exzcellency the Governor of Florida :

Sim : [ herewith transmit for your approval the following bills, pass.
ed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the
presiding officers thereof, viz: ' ’ ;

IBil‘l' entitled, An act to abolish the charter of the city of Apalachi.
cola ; . .

Bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An act to organize
the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the Stato of Florida,
approved July 23, 1845. :

Very reapectfully, C. W. DOWNING.
Secretary Senate,

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Bill to be entitled, An act to improve the navigation of the Suwan.
nee river,

Was read a second time. F

On motion of Mr, Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a com.
mittee of the whole on said bill—Mr. Avery in the Chair.

Afier some timeTapent therein, the committee rose and by their
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof,’

W:xich report was concurred in, and the bill reada second time by
its title, '

Mr. Sanderson moved to strike out the amendment mads in the
<ommittee of the whole to the 11th section.

23
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On which the yeas and nays were ealled for by Measrs. Sanderson
and Fairbanks, and were :

Yeas—Messrs. Lorimwer, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbaaks,
Floyd, McMillan, Priem, Smith, Tabor—101

8o the Senate refused to strike ont. ‘

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the 11th section was stricken out.

Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment: Insert in liew of
section 11 just stricken out, -

“PRBe i Rer enacted, That this act shall be subject to amend-
ment, iBcation or repeal, by any two succeeding General As-
semblies of this State.” \

Which was adopted, and the bill ordered’ to-be sugrossed for a
third reading to-merrow. )

©On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the vote just taken on the engross-
ment of said bill for to.morrow, was re.considered; and upon the
reconsideration thereof, the bill wae ordered to be engrossed for &
third reading to-day. :

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported
resolutions in relation to the employment of Hugh Archer in the
€Comptrolier’s office, as correetly enrolled.

The following communication was transmitted fo his Excellency
the Governor :

SexaTte Cmamser, January 6, 1848.
To his Exceliency the Governor of Florida :

Sir :—I herewith transmit, for your approval; * Resolution in re-
lation to the employment of Hugh Archer in the Comptroller’s of-
fice,” passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and sign.
ed by the presiding officers thereof.

Very respectfully, |
C. W. DOWNING,
. Secretary Senate.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of Daniel McRaeny and
Alfred A. Fisher,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the
yeas ahd nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President,” Messrs. Avery, Austin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—12.

Nays—None. '

8o said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Qn motion, the Senate took a recess uatil 3 o’clock.

3 0'CLOCK, P. M.

The House returned Senate resolutions in relatien to draining the
Everglades, as passed by the House without amendment ;

Also, Senate bill entitled, An act for the relief of James C. John.
son and Harman High, as passed by the House without amendment;
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Onrdered (o beenrelled

Mr. Fairbanks, frem the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported
resolutions in relation ¢o the draining of the Everglades, as correctly
enrolled. - -~ i

The following communication was tranemiiled to his excellency

the Goveraor:
Sexate CHanszm, January 6, 1848,
7o his Ezxcellency the Gevernor of Florida: ,

Sin :—I berewith't ansmit for your approval * Resolutions in re-
lation to draining the Everglades,” passed by the two Houses of the
General Assembly, and signed by the presiding officers thereof

i Very respectfully, €5 &
‘C, W. DOWNING, Sec’y. Senate.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An Act te amend the
twelfth clause of the fifih article of the Constitution of this State, so
that the Judges of the Circuit Court shall hold their offices for a term
of eight years, instead of during good bebavior, as passed by the
House without amendment. ’

Ordered to be enrolled.

The following message from the House was received and read :

House RergesextaTIvES, January 6, 1848.
Honorable President Senale :

Sz :—The House has concurred in Senate amendments to House
bill entitled, “ An act relative to Judges of Probate, County Com-
missioners, and Sheriffs.” -

Also to a bill entitled, “ An act to amend the eriminal laws now
in force in this State.” :

Very respectfully, .
*W, B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives.

The House returned House bill entitled, An act to amend an act
to provide for the sale of the lands granted to the State for the pur-
pose of Internal Improvement, with a message stating that the ~
House refused to concur in the amendments made thereto by the
Senate.~ ’

The Senate insisted upon the amendments.

Mr. Burritt moved to amend by siriking out the words * out of,”
in line 5th of see. 53

Which motion was lost,

On motion of Mr.' Austin, said bill was laid upon the table.

House bill entitled, An act for the relief of settlers on public lands
aad to graat pre.emplion rights in certain cases, .

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the
yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. DPresident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbanks, Lorimér, McMillan, Moselcy, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
Tabor, Tracey, Watts—15. "

Nays—None.
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8o said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the-same be
certified to the House.

House Resolulions in relatition to Internal Improvement,

Woere read the second time and ordered for a third reading to-
morrow,

House bill entitled. An act in addition to an act entitled an act to
organise the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the
yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey,
Walts—13.

Nays—None.

8o said bill passed. Title as staled. ;

Ordered that the same be certified to the House..

House bill entitled, An act to define the term for which County
(Commissioners shall hold their office,

Was read a second time and laid upon the table.

House Preamble and Resolution, asking Congress to provide
Jands for the inhabitants of certain townships for the support of Pub-
lic Schools, :

Werc read a second time.

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by siriking out the words * second,
where in fractional townships there are no sixteenth sections,”

Which was adopted, the rule waived, the resolutions read a third
time by title and passed.

The House returned House bill entitled, An act for the relief of
R. A. Shine and J. A. Edmondson, which bill had been amended
by the Senate, with a message, stating that the House would not
concur in the amendments.

The Senate receded from their amendments. 8

The following message from the House was received and read ;

Hovuse RerrEsENTATIVES, January 6, 1848,
Honorable President of the Senaic :

Sir : Senate bill entitl d, An act to prescribe the fées of the At.

torney General of this State in certain cases,” was this day rejected

by the Houss,
" W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives,
Also the following ¢
Houss RgprEsENTATIVES, January 5, 1848,
Henorable President of the Senate :
. 8 :—The House has indefinitely postponed Senate bill entitled,
An actto amend an actentitled anact to authorize and empower
the Comptroller of Public Accounts to audit and allow the contingent
expenses of the Circuit Courts and Supreme Court, approved by the
Governor Dec, 20th, 1845,
"An act to provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted by

221

Congress to the State for the support of Public Schools, and for cori.
solidating the School Fund.

And, An act to provids for the time of holding elections, and for
bolding regular sessions of the General Assembly.

Very respectfully,
WB. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives,

Engrossed .bill entitled, An Act to improve the navigation of the
Suwannee river,

Was read the third time.

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend by inserting after the word in
line 2 of sec. 11, the- following ;- “ A" majority of all the members
elected to ;" .

Which was unanimously adopted. ‘ ‘ -

On the question of the passage of said bill, the yeas.and nays were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Moseley, Priest, Sander-
son, Tracey, Watts—7. - RS

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Smith, Tabor

So the bill passed. Title as stated.
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. ‘
House bill entitled, An act to regulate the fees of collecting officers
in cerfain cases,
Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by its
titles and ordered for a third reading to-morrow. )
House bill entitled, An act to regulate and define the duties of the
County. Commissioners of Calhoun County,
Was reud the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by
its title, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow,
The following message from His Excellency the Governor was
received and read : '
Execurive DeparTMENT, January 6, 1848.
Gentlemen of the Senate: )
and of the House of Representalives :
I respectfully nominate. the following gentlemen for the offices de.
signated, 'and solicit your advice and tlo said inations :
Wm. H. Mitchell, as Judge of Probate for ths County of Calhoun.
Joseph A. Strischska, as Auctioneer for the County of St. Johns.-
= Very respectfully, : :
W. D. MOSELEY.
The nominations therein contained were advised and consented to
by the Senate.
Also the following : ;
- Execurive DeparTaENT, January 3, 1848,
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives :
I have approved the following Acts and Resolutions, to wit :
An act in relation to Roads in Columbia county; |
An act to amend the several acts regulating Judjcial Proceedings ;
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Anact to declare Pitman’s Creek In Walton county a Navigable
Btream ;

An act to chanpe the name of Sarah A. Holden of Jackson county,

to that of Sarah A, Howell;

An act to enforce the payment of Taxes assessed; and to be asses-
ssed. against all Institutions claiming Corporate Privileges in this

tate ;

An act to authorise the Executors of George Kingaley, dec’d., to
sell Real Estate ; ) % *

An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife ;

An act to provide Writs of Error in criminal cases ;

An act for the relief of John Stone ;

An act for the relief of R. E. Littlo ;

An act to amend an act entitléd, An act to organise the Circuit
Courts of the State of Florida ; .

An act to aid in support of Scheols for the education of poor chil-
dren within the county of Franklin ;

An act to authorize Jams Cockroft to establish a Ferry across
Shoal River; .

An act to allow the privilege of Lail in certain cases;

An act to exempt the in'iabitants ol Amelia Island, in the oounty
of Nassau, from working on the roads on the main land in said county;

An act to define and settle the boundary betwéen the States of
Florida and Alabama ;

An act to abolish the charter of the city of Apalachicola;

An act toamend an act entitled, “ An act to organize the office of
Comptroller of public Accounts of the State of Florida, japproved
July 28, 1845 ;” J

An act making appropriation for the payment of the Printing and
Binding of Thompson’s Digest, and finally disposing thereof;

An act to declare and make the citizenship of the keoper or keep-
ors of the Live Oak plantation opposite to the city of Pensacola, in
the county of Escambia, in place of the county of Santa Rosa:

An act to change the name of James Simlet of the county of Mon.
roe to that of James Timothy Walker ;

An act to provide a Salary for the Quarter Master General, and for
other purposes ;

An act to authorize Blake Jernigan to establish a Ferry acroas Pen.
sacola Bay from Deer.point over to the city of Pensacola ;

Preamble and Resolution relative to the speedy Survey of the Pri-
vate Land Claims in Florida ;

Resolutions relative to Locating the School Lands in Eighths of
Sections ; :

Resolutions relative to the Indians in South Florida, and providing
for the safety of the inhabitants of that section of this State ;

Memorialand Resolutions asking Congress to appropriate 180 acres
of land for the building of & Court House in Hillsborough county ;

Resolution in relation to Territory which may be acquired by the
LU nited States;

_ Hesolution in relation to the employment of Hugh Archer in the
Comptroller’s office ; P -

Resolution in relation to the draining the Everglades; 4

Resolution in relation to Widows aud Orphans of those who have
died in defence of their country in' Metico.

? Very Respectifully,
: W. D. MOSELEY,

House bill entitled, An act providing compensatidn to be paid to
L. A. Thompson for preparing a Digest-of the Laws of Florida,

Was read a third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeas
and nays were : g s

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Fairbands, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
‘Tabor, Tracey, Watts—15.

Nays—None. ¢

So ssid bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be
certified to the House. -

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Commiitee on Enrolled Bills, reported
the following bills as correctly enrolled, viz:

Bill entitled, An act for the relief of James C. Johnston and Har-
mon High ; .~

Bill entitled, An act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th article of.
the Constitution of this State so that the Judges of the Circuit Courts
shall hold their offices for a term of years instead of during good be-
havior.

The' rule being waived,’ on motion of Mr. Moseley the vote on
yesterday, concurring in the report of the Committee on Claims and
‘Accounts on House bill entitled, An act for the reiief of W. S. Arm-
istead, was re.considered, the bill read a third time by its title, and on
the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : ’

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Tabor, Tracey—10.

Nays—None. :

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Mary Elizabeth
Ledbetter, of Callioun County, to that of Mary Elizabeth Doles,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays
were : . -

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sandersou, Smith,
Tabor, Tracey. Watts—16. .

Nays—None.

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to empower Robert Higoon Hall, &
minor, to assume the management of his own estate,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
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timo by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and
nays were :

eas—Mr. President, Messrs.. Avery, Burritt, Floyd, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Trucey-~10,

Nay—Mr. Fairbanks—1,

Bo said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House Preamble and Resolutions resolutions relative to the six.
toenth sections granted by Congress for Public Schoels,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time by title, and passed.

House bill entitled, An act to define the duties and prescribe the
compensation of tax assessors and collectors in this State,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, and read a second time
by its title.

Mr. Burritt moved to amend by striking out the words * now are,
or,” in line 4, ofsection 1;

Which was adopted, and the bill ordered for a third reading to-
morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to es.
tablish a tariff of fees,

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor.
row,

House bill entitled, An act for the relicfof H. N. Andrews and
others,

Was read the first time by its title, the rule waived, read a second
time read a third time by title, and on the question of its passage,
the yeas and nays were :

. Yeas—Mr. President, Messsrs, Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts—12.

Nays—None.

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

House bill entitled, An act to amend the several acts concerning
1 imitations of actions,

‘Was read the first time. »

Mr. Sanderson moved that the rule be waived and said bill read a
second and third time by its title.

Which motion was lost.

Ordered for a second reading to-morrow,

House bill entitled, An act 1o authorize Judges of Probate of the
several counties in this Stite to appoint Guardians for free negrocs,

Was read the first time by its title and ordered for a second reading
to-morrow.

House bill entitled, An act to authorize Thomas L. Barnes to con.
vey a town lot in the towh of Quincy, Florida, and for other purposes,

Was read the firsttime by its title and ordered or a second reading
to.morrow.

House Resolution relative te the printing of the School bills,
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Was read the firsf time and ordered for a second reading to-mor:

row. ve

‘Thé rule being waived, Mr. Fairbanks introdiced the following :

Resolied by the Senate and House of Represenlatives of the State
of Florida in General Ass mbly convened, That in addition to the
copies of the laws now required to be distributed, each member of
the General Assembly shall receive ont copj of the session laws;
and the Secretary of State shall cause 200 extra copies of the same
to be printed and placed in the various Clerk’s offices, to be sold at
the price of fifiy cents each, and the proceeds accounted for to the
said Becretary by such Clerks. ) :

Whichawas read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and
third time -and passed. )

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock.

— Fripay, Januaty ¥, 1848.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum heing present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
the Journal was dispensed with. .

The following communication was transmitted to Ifis Excellency
the Gorvernor :

A . Sesate CnaMBeg, Jan. 7, 1848.
To his Excellency the Governor of Florida :

Sir :—I herewith transmit for the approval of your Excellency the
tollowing bill, passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly,
and signed by the presiding officers thereof, viz :

Bill entitled, An act for the relief of James C. Johnston and Har-
mon High.

Very Respectfully,
€. W. DOWNING,
Secretary Senate,

Mr. Lorimer offered the following :

Resolved by the Senate, That the Sccretary of State he requested
to furnish to each Senator a copy of Thompson’s Digest, to be re-
ceipted for by such Senator and returned by him to the Secretary of
State at the close of the session.

Which was adopted.

The following was ordered to he spread upon the Journal :

The Senator from Duval county (Mr. Burritt) who is one of the
committee of Federal Relations, asks leave to say upon the Journals
of the Senate, that as to so much of the majority Report of the said
commiltee as declares that should Congress by enactment give their
solemen sanction to the Wilmot Proviso, such action would impera-
tively demand the Syuth to withdraw her representation from the Na-
tional Congress, and sever the ties of | olitical brotherhood which now

29
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bind together this great confederacy, he is not prepared to assent.
The Wilmot Proviso is regarded as unconstitutional, and is Justly
odious to the Southern portion of the confederacy, and if persisted in
would doubtless, when no other alternative was lofi, aatify extreme
measares ; but whether it would be wise and politic ot once, if at all,
to adopt the extreme measures, might be worthy of great considera-
tion. What course would in such an event be most prudent, is mat-
ter of speculation, and it is believed better that the State should be
left uncommritted upon so momentous a question.

Resolution in relation to James A. Baughey, was read the second
time and ordered for a third reading to-morrow.

House Resolutions in relation te Internal Improvement, were read
the third time, and on the question of their passage the yeas and nays
were called for by Messrs. Sanderson and Priest, and were : -

Ye~s—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor,
Tracey, Walts—8.

Nays—Mr. President, Mesars. Avery, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan,
Smith—86.

So said resolutions passed.

Pursuant to leave granted this morning, Mr. Floyd offered the fol-
lowing :

Rc:gahwd, That the Secretary of State be and he is hereby author-
ized and requested to furnish to each Justices District in every Coun.
ty of the State, one copy of Thompson’s Digest, and that each Jus.
tice or Justices shall receipt for the same, and the same shall be:
turned over to his successor or successors in office, the said Digest
for the use of said District; and in case said Justices shall fail to turn
over said Digest to his successor in office, he shall be liable for the
value of the same, recoverable before his said successor in office =
the value of said Digest shall and is hereby declared to be three dol-
lars and rifty cents, which amount shall be laid out in the purchase
of another Digest.

Which was read the first time.

Mr. Floyd moved that the rule be waived, and said resolution be
read a second and third time.

Which was lost, and the resolution ordered for a second reading
to-morrow. .

House hill entitled, An act to regulate the fees of collecting offi-
cers in certain cases,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the
yeas and nays were :;

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan,
Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor—9,

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Fairbanks, Tracey—3.

So said bill passed. Title as stated,

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to regulate and define the duties of the

County Commissioners in Calhoun County,

iy
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Was read the third time by its title, and on the question of its pas.
, the yeas and nays were :
“?eu—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair-
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor,
Tracey—14.

Nays—None.

So said bill passed. Tiue as stated. Ordered that the same be
certified to the House.

Heuse Lill entitled, An act 10 define the duties and prescribe the:
compensation of Tax Assessois and Collectors in this State,

—~Waus read a third time, and on the question ef its passage the yeas
and nays were :

Yeas-~Mr. Presidont, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan,
Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tracey—9.

Nays—Messrs. Avery, Floyd, Smith, Tabor—4.

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be ocertifred to the House.

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to es-
tablish a Tariff of Fees, approved January 6, 1847,

Was read a second time.

On motion, the Senate resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair. Afier some time spent
therein, the committee rose, and by their chairman reported the bill
back to the Senale with ameadments, and- asked to be discharged
from the further consideration thereof.

Which report was concurred in, the bill read a second time by its
title; the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and on the ques-
Lion of its passage, the yeas and nays were : ?

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks
Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Smith, Walts—11.

Nays—Mcesrs. Floyd and Tracey—2.

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

House hill entitled, An act to amend the several acts concerning
Hmitatipns of actions, was read a second time, and referred to Judi.
ciary Committee, with instructions to report thereon this evening.

The House returned House bill entitled, An act to define the du-
ties and prescribe the compensation of Tax Assessors and Collectors
in this State, which had been amended by the Senate, with a mes.
sage stating that the House refused to concur,

The Senate receded from its amendments.

Ou mation, the Senate took a recess until 8 o’clock,

3 o'cLock, r. .

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, the vote of the Senate taken on House
bill entitled, An act to define the duties and prescribe the compen-
sation of T'ax Assessors and Collectors in this State, whereby the
Senate receded from its amendments, was re considered, and upon



228

the re-consideration thereof, the Senate insisted upon its amendments,
and Messrs, Avery, Fairbanks, and Smith were appointed a commit-
tee to confer with a similar committee on the part of the House on
said bill.

On motion, Messrs. Floyd, McMillan, and Tracey were appointed
a committee to confer with a similar committee on the part of the
House on House bill entitled, An act to provide for the sale of the
lands granted to the State fur the purppse of Internal Improvement.

Housé bill entitled, An act to authorize Judges of Probates of the
several Counties in this State to appoint guardians far free pegroes,
was read a second time.

Mr. Fuirbanks moved to amend hy striking out the words, *of i)

ages and sexes,” in line 4 of sectjon 1, and inserting in lieu thereof

the words, “ over the age of twelve.”

Which was adopted, the rule waived, the bill read a third time by
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. I'resident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair.
hanks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moscley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,
Tabor, Tracey, Watts—16, :

Nays—Nan-.

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Iouse.

The following communication was received amd read :

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
Capitol, Tallahasse, Jan. 7, 1848, g
To the President of the Senate :

Sk ; I have been furnished with copy of Senate Resolution, ask-
ing copies of Thompson’s- Digest, and should be most happy to fur.
nish them; but it will be perceived that a compliance with the
resolution would be a violation ofsthe law just approved, which does
not authorize any disposition of this work, (except to Clerks,) but
by sale. I am sir, with very great respect,

Your most obedient servant,
JAMES T. ARCHER.

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to the passage of a law
granting Rail Road Companies hereafter to bo chartered every al.
ternate section of Public Lund over which said Rail Road may pass,
was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time, and passed,

House resolution relafive to the printing of the Comman School
bills, was read the second and third time, and passed.

M. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow-
ing report : :

The Committee on the Judiciary, to wham was referred an en.
grossed bill from the House of Representatives, entitled, An act ta
amend the several actsconcerning limitations of actions, ask leave to

REPORT:

That they have had the unirTe'und\er consideralion, and recom-
i

J
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mend that the said bill be passed, with the following amendments,
to wit ; At the end of the first section add the words, * as against all
and every adverse possession thereof for the term of seven years
aforesaid.” Also, atthe end of the 5th sec. add the following words,
¢ agthough this ast had not been passed.” And the Committee.
ask the cuncurrenece of the Senate herein.

8. L. BURRITT. Chairman.

Which report was received and concuyrred in, and the bill therein
reported read a second lime, the rule waived, read a third time by
its title, and on the quellion of its passage, the ycas and nays were ;

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,
Floyxi._'ﬁ)rimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, 'T'a.
bor, Tracey, Watta—15.

Nays—None.

3o said bill passed. Title ae statod. Ordered that the same Lo
certified to the Hoyse,

House bill entitled, An act making appropriation for the support
ol the State Government during the year ending on the 31st day of
Uctober, A. P. 1848, and to supply deficiencies unpaid during the last
fiscal year, was read the first time, the rule waived, read 8 second
time by its title and ordered for u third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Floyd moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o’clock,”

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Avery and
Burritt, and were :

Yeas—Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Lorimer, Priest, Smith, Ta.
bor—1.

Nays—Mr. President, Messra, Avery, Austin, McMillan, Moseley,
Sanderson, ‘I'racey, Walts—8.

So the Senate refused,

Mr. Tabor moved to adjourn until to-morrow 9 o’clock.

Which motion was lost.

{n motion, the Senate took a recess until 74 oclock.

74 o’crock, P. M.

The ITouse returned Senate bill entitled, An act to provide for the
election of a county site in the county of Washinglon, as passed by
the House with an amendment.

The Senate concurred in the amendment,

Qrdered that aid bill be enrolled.

Mr. Avery moved that the rule be waived and he allowed to in.
troduce a bill, .

Which motion was lost,

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act for the relief of
the poor and destitute, and to guard against the accumulation of pau.
perism in the county of Leon, as passed by the House with amend,
ments,

The Senate concurred in the first amendment of the House, and

refused to concur in the second,
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On motion of Mr. Floyd, the vote just taken by which the Senate
refused to waive the rule, was reconsidered, the rule waived, and Mr.
Avery allowed to introduce a bill entitled, An act to amend an act
entitled, An act to organize Courts of Probate for the State of Flori.
da. Which was read the first lime, the rule waived, read a second
and third time by its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas
and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President,Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair.
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, T'abor,
Tracey, Watts—15,

Nays—None.

8o said bill passed—title as stated..

Ordered that the same be certified to the House,

House bil! entitled, An act to amend an act to establish the office
of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida, was read the
third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Watts—12.

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Smith—4,

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordéred that the same be certified to the House.

Mr. Austin moved that the vote on said bill be re.considered.

Which motion was lost.

House bill entitled, An act to authorize Thomas S. Baines to con-
vey a town lot in the town of Quincy, Florida, and for other purpo-
ses, was read a second time.

. Mr. Austin moved that rule be waived, and said bill read a third

time, A

Which motion was lost.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock

SaTurpay, January 8, 1848.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
the Journal was dispensed with.

The following communication was transmitted to Hon. James T.
Archer, Secretary of State :

Sexate Cumamser, Jan. 7, 1848,
Hon. James T. ArcHer, Secretary of State :

Sir :—I herewith transmit a bill entitled, * An act to amend the
12th clause of the fifth article of the Constitution of this State so that
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall hold their offi=es for a term°of cight
years instead of during good bLehavior,” passed by the two Houses of
the General Assembly by the requisite Constitutional majority.

Respectlully,
C. W. DOWNING,
Sec. Senate,

w
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The House returned Sénate bill entitled, An act to amend an act
to organize Courts of" Progale for the State of Florida, as passed by
the House without amendment. ;

Ordered to be enrolled. .

Mr. Burritt moved that the Report of the Committee on the State
of the Commonwealth, prezented by Mr. Sanderson, the Chgirmln
thereof, on the 5th inst., and the minority report of Mr. Costin, one
of the Committee on the State of the Commonvwealth, and the protest
of members of the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, presented
on the 6th inst., be expunged from the Journals.

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and .

acey, and were :

Tr’l’ea's'—-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
Lorimer, McMillan, Mosely, Priest, Tracey, Watts—11.

Nays—Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Sauderson, Smith, Tabor—35.

So said motion was adopted.

The following was ordered to be spread upon the Journals :

‘The.undersigned Senators from the 17th and 10th Districts, pro-
tests against the bill yesterday passed by the Senate entitled, Abill
to bo entitled an act to amend the act to establish the office of Re-
gister of Public Lands for the State of Florida,” in which is the tol-
lowing proviso: “ Providing that the Register of Public Lands shall
be at liberty to invest any of the aforesaid funds (seminary and school
funds,) in the stock or certificates of the State of Florida, or fo loan
the sam® to the State, on lawful interest, giving the said State of Flori-
da the preference in all cases,” because the same purposes to create
a State debt, and to borrow for supporting the expenses of State Gov-
ernment, a fund sacred to the purposes of educat_ion and solemnly

pledged for that purpose, upon the uncertain_contingency of repay-
ment by the increased or decreased El:llhlly ofgl.sehStale or the d:spo«

iti ] eoislatures to pay off debts which we may creatc.
sition of future Leg pay N kS,

Senator from ' 17th Dist.
" JOHN M. SMITH,
Senator from 10th Dist.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the vote on House bill entitled, An act
1o amend an act to organize the Circuit' Courts of the State.of Flori-
da, had on Dec. 30th ult., was reconsidered, and upon the reconsid-

- eration thereof, the bill was read the first time the rule waived, and

the bill read a second time. A
Mcr. Fairbanks moved to amend by striking out the word * five™ in
line 8, of section 1, and inserting in lieu thereof ¢ elght.j’ .
Which was adopted, the rule waived, the hill read a third time by
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were :
Ycas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fairbanks,
McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tracey—11.
Nays—Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Lorimer, Tabor, Watls—5.
So =aid bill passed. Title as stated.
Ordered that the same he certified to the House.
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Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported
tesolution relative to the printing the laws of tlis State, as correctly
enrolled.

Mr. Avery, from a Select Committee, presented thie following re-

iy

The Committee of Conference, appointed by the two Houses uport
the disagreeing vote upon a bill from the House entitled, ** An act to
define the dutics and prescribe the compensation of Tax Assessors
and Collectors in this State,” beg leave to

REPORT:

"I'hat they have conferred together, and the result has been, a re-
commendation that the Senate recede from their amendment to the
first section-of this Lill—and that it Lie recommended to each House
that in lieu of the present third section of said bill, the two Houses
do pass the substitute herewith proposed. All which is respectfully
submitted. 0. M. AVERY,

Chairan Senate Committee.
A. K. ALLISON,
Chairman House Committee.
T. H. HAGNER,
= LOUIS ALDRICH.

Which was received.

The rule being waived, Mr. Sandersoti was allowred to more
that a Joint Conimittee be appointed, the House concurring, o con-
curring, to confer together respecting the adjournment of the General
Assembly, and to wait on his excéllency the Governor, and inform
him of the result of their conference.

Which was adopted, and Messrs. Sanderson, Burritt and Fair-
banks were appointed said Committee.

The House returned Senate Resolution relative to the printing of
the laws of the present session by W. Barlett, as passed by the
House witheut amendment.

Ordered to be enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An acl to organize the
County of Holmes, with an amendmé@nt of the House:

The Senate concurred in the amendment, and the Lill was ordered
to be enrolled. .

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported
bill entitled, An act to organize the county of Hulmes, as correctly
enrolled.

I'he House returned Senate bill entitled, An act for the relief ol

the poor and destitute, and to guard against the accumulation of pau-
perism in the county of Leon, with a message, stating that the House
insisted upon its amendment thereto,

I'ke Senate adhered to its disagreement.

T'Le House returned Senate Lill entitled, An act lo ascertain the
nimber of white children hetween the ages of 6 and 18 years, und (o

S
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obtain informationt respecting the common school land
: s, as
the House with amendments. » as passed by

The Senate concurred in the : ;
i e B 2d and 3d amendment, but refused

The l'ollowin%'messngcrl{'rom the House was received and read :

oUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES, J4

Honorable President of the Senate : Al A58

Sir :—The House has indefinitely postponed the Senate bill enti-
ted, “ An act regulating the fees of Notaries Public in the State of
Florida.” The House * adheres” to its disagrcement to Senate
amendments of House bill entitled, * An act to amend an act to provide
for the sale of lands granted to the State for the purpose of Internal
Improvements,”

Very Respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,

= Clerk House of R i
The Senate receded from its anu-udmel(:l.s0 ke i

The following message from His Excellency y
e ey . g is Excellency the Governor .was
. Executive Deparryest, Jan. 7, 1848
(;e';{rllc:ruc:: of the Senate and House of Rq;rcsentali,re;:l ' )
1e nomination which I had the honor to make on yesterday, to
fill the gﬂicc of Judge of Probate for the county of Cnll.':oun, hn{infr
been lau! on the table in the House, I now respectfully nominate
Taylor Carraway, as Judge of Probate for said county, and solicit
your advice and consent thereto. .
Very respectfully,
5 o ) ) W. D. MOSELEY.
¢ nomination therein contained was advised and consented to
by the Senate.
The following mc;}age from the House was received an | read :
ousSE oF REPRESENTATIVES
Honorable ‘Prmidcnt of the Senate : PR O I
 Sm:—The House has uppointed Messrs. Taylor, Bryan, and Rose,
Joint committee with similar committee of Senate respecting the ad.
Journment of the General Assembly. i
Very respectlully, W. B. LANCASTER,
: Clerk Ho. Rep.
ORDERS OF THE DAY,

] House bill ot'nilled, An act to authorize Thomas L. Baines to con-

\c{‘s} lnwndloltl |nllh§lm\'u of Quincy, Flerida, and for other purposes.

as read the third time, and on the question of it -

and nays were: ' ” Eiai
Yeas—DMessrs. Austin, Costin, McMillan, Tabor—4.

Nays—DMr. Preside - : : .
Tmcp);' “"n:'i_s_l_r;.mdnnl, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Moscley, Priest,

So said biil was lost.
Ordered that the szame be certified to the Hou se.
30
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Resolution relative to James A. Baughey, was read the third time'
and passed.

House bill entitled, An act making appropriation for the support
of the State Government during the year ending on the 31st day of
October, A. D. 1848, and to supply deficiencies unpaid during the
last fiscal year,

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the
xeas and nays were : -

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Costin, Lorimer,
McMilllan, Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts—1e,

Nays—None.

S0 said bill passed. ‘Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Resolutions in relation to Thonmpson’s Digest,

Were read a second time.

Mr. ‘Tabor offered the following amendment

That the Secretary of State be and he is hereby authorized to fur-
nish to each District Judge of the United States within this State,
and to each of the Circuit and Probate Judges in this State, a copy
of Thompson’s Digest.

Which was adopted, and the resolutions erdered to Le engrossed
for a third reading this evening.

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor : F

Sexate Cuauser, January 8, 1848,
His Excellency Wyu. D. MoseLey, Governor :

Str :—Enclosed herewith I forward to your Excellency a bill cn-
titled, “ An act to provide for the election of a County Site in the
County of Washington,” and a bill entitled, “ An act to amend an
act entitled an act to organize Courts of Probate for the State of Flo-
rida,” which said bills have passed both Houses of the General As.
sembly, and have been signed by the presiding officers thercof,

Vety respectfully,
C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary of the Senate,

House bill entitled, An act making appropriations for the expenses
ol the third General Assembly, and for other purposes,

Was read the first time, the rule wakved, read a second time by
its title, and referred to the Committee on Taxation and Revenve.

The following message from the House was received and read :

Hovse Represextatives, January 8, 1918,
Ilon, President of the Senate

S i—lHouse has concurted in the report of joint cenference com-
mitice upon * Biil relative to th- compensation and duties of Tax
Assessors and Collectors,” and have added as section third of saic
bill accompanying substitute.

[n which they ask the concurrence of Senate.

: Very Respectfully,
W. B LANCASTER.
Cleik Ho, Reyp

~—
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The Senate refused to concur in said report, and on motion Messrs.
Fairbanks, McMillan, and Smith were appointed a commitee of free
conference to confer with a similar committee on the part of the

id subject.
H‘g:iaus:nl::;m:ili and Bill to be entitled, An act relative to the

«costs of Prosecutions in cases of Assault and Battery, Trespass and-

Tl d the first ti
W the first time. ) e
M:'Fl:l‘i)ayd moved that the rule be waived, and said bill be read a
second time.
Which motion was lost. . )
The Senate refused to read said bill a second time on to-morrow.
Houge resolution relative to publishing ameadmemnts to the Con-
stitution, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and
ird ti and passed. ;
thl'li"]he;m};:mse lg:lurrwd Senate bill entitled, An Act to change the
names of certain persons therein named, as passed by the Hous
without ameudment. e g
dered to be enroled. .
SI)‘LeLE‘I-gusB returned Senate bill entitled, An act to improve the
navigation of the Suwannee river, as passed by the House with an
d t. )
am;{:: néex:ilh moved to anaend the amendment of the House, b_z;lp-
aenin‘g the words * and Wacissa,” after the word * Ocklockney,” in
line 2 of 1st amendment of House.

Which motion was lost. .
On the question of concurring in the amendments of the House,

the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and MecMillan,

and were : . . g
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, A\"er_v, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lori.

mer, McMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, I'rncex, Waltts—10.
Nays—Messrs. Austin, Costin, Floyd, Smith—4. . )
So the amendments of the ITouse were concurred in, and the bill

ordered to be enrolled. N,
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o clock.

—_—

3 o'CLOCK, P. M.

House bill entitled, An act to so amend the 9th clause of the 5th
arlicle of the Constitution as to give to the qualified voters in each
county in this State the right of electing the Judge of Probate,

Was read the first time and laid upon the table.

Mr. Fai banks, from the Committee on elmﬂlc:!d bills, reported the
following bills and resolutionas correctly enrolled, viz: . '

Bill c?lti(led, An act to improve the navigation of the Suwaunnee
river; )

Bill entitled, An act to change the names of certain persons thercin
named;
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_ Resolution in relation to the printing the laws of the present ses.
sion

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor: ;

. SexaTE CHAMBER, January 8, 1848,
To his Excellency the Governor of Flurida :

Sir :—I herewith transmit for your consideration the following
bills, passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly and signed
by the presiding officers thereof, viz :

Bill to be entitled, An act to organize the County of Holmes;

Bil! to be entitled, An act to improve the navigation of the Suwan-
nee river ;

Also, Resolution in relation to the printing of the laws of the pres-
ent session ;

Also, bill entitled, An act to change the names of certain persons
therein named,
Very respectfully, C. W. DOWNING,
. Secretary Senate,

The House returned Senate Resolution in relation to James A.
Baughey, as passed by the House without amendment.

Ordered to be enrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to ascertain tho
number of white children between the ages of 6 and 18 years, and
1o obtain information respecting the common school lands, with a
message stating that the House had receded from its amendment.,

Ordered.to be cnrolled.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to amend the sev.
eral acts to raise a revenue for this State, approved July 24, 1815,
and Dec. 27, 1845, as passed by the House with an amendment,

Mr. Fairbanks moved that the amendment of the House Lo
amended by striking out the word “ten,” and inserting in lieu
thereof “twenty,” on which the yeas and nays were called for by
Messrs, Tracey and Priest, and were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks,
Floyd, McMillan, Moscley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey—12.

Nays—Messrs. Lorimer and Watts—2.

So the amendment was adopted.

House resolution authorizing the Comptroller to rent out the
hasement rooms of the Capitol, &c.,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third
time by title, and passed.

Engrossed resolutions in relation to Thompson's Digest, were read
a third time and passed.

The rule being waived, on motion of Mr. Burritt, the vote had
this morning on House bill entitled, An act to authorize Thomas L.
Baines to convey a town Jot in the town of Quincy, Florida, and for
ether purposes, was reconsidered, and upon the reconsideration
thereot, the bill was read the first time, the rule waived, read a se-
gord time.
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itt offered an amendment, which was adopted, the rule
wa“i{v:d,lfz;ﬂbill read a ¢hird time by its title, and on the question of
i ‘and nays were : ) )
m%z:::f&ltrlje ly':::i:ent, I\li'essrs. Avery, .?uslin, Burritt, Confm.
Fairbanks, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, .
"Tabor, Tracey, Watts—15. X
Nays—None. ;
So ::mid bill passed. Tti,“e as _s&a:ie«l]. e
that the same be certihed to the ., i
g\)(fesr:gdr:son, from a Select Committoe, presented the following
e he. i inted fer upon the subject
The Joint Select Committee appointed to conler up ]
of adljt:mrmuenl of the present General Assembly, have discharged

that duty, and
— REPORT :

That after having conferred with the Secretary of the Sega:e 'm;d‘
Clerk of the House and Enrolling Clerks, find that there arrl:]_ uEelgln
orders remaining to be acted upon, and then waited up[g:\l Is(}e:gfa-]
lency and informed him of the state of the business of the e
Assembly. 1lis Excellency then informed the cmn‘mmecl A:“m
would pe ready for the adjournment at any hour the Genera - .h,}
bly shall determine upon. Your committee !lu.'.rel'utc n,:'cv.u!u::cul h
the present General Assembly adjourn sine dic, this evening at ——

A
prelocks 3. P. SANDERSON,
Chairman Senate Committee.
JOSHUA TAYLOR,
Chairman IHouse Committee.
; . :
Which was laid upon the table for the present. -
\lr.i ‘Fnirhunks, from a Select Committee, presented the fullowmtg
report : ; ) )
t]:‘l‘hc Committees of free conference appointed by the two H:_):llsc’s
upon the the disagreeing votes thercol upon the bill to be en } le}(,
« An act to define the duties and !)re:xcnb?, the com?cllsalnou of the
{ax Assessors and Collectors of this State, beg leave to

REPORT :

"That they have conferred together and have agreed to recomme::;i
1o the two [Houses the passage of the bill herewith reported, as amend-

of which i ully itted.
ed. All of which is respectfully subuné-un. ATRBANKSL

Clairman Senate Committee.
A. K. ALLISON,
Chairman House Committee. s
i i i { concurring in gal
Which was received, and on the question ot conctiift s o .
repon'tri:e yeas and nay’s were called for by Messrs. Floyd and Priest,
and were :
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Yeas—Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Fai i
ley,‘Prielt, Sanderson, i‘Vam—,Q. b Fm:bankn, e
bo:\_-;;—&(r. President, Messrs. Costin, F| loyd, Lorimer, Smith, Ta.

S0 said report was concurred in.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Tayation and Revenue
presented the following report ; '

The Committes on Taxation and Revenue to ' whom was referred
a bill to be entitled, “ An act making appropriation to defray the ex.
penses of the third General Assembly of the State of Florida, and
for other purposes,”

REPORT :

‘That they recommend that the first section be amended Ly inserting
as follows :

John Costin, number of miles 1400, $140—No. of days 48—per
diem 8144. Total §254.

And that Francis Arnou receive compensation for 48 days, per
diem §144—DMileage, 250 miles, $25.00. Total, $169.

And that Stephen Richards receive compensation for 4 days, 812,
and 250 miles, 825.00. Total, $37.00.

And that Cha’s. W. Downing receive $5 per day, 48 days, $240,

G. R. FAIRBANKS.
S. L. BURRITT.
J. M. SMITH.

J. P. Sanderson dissents from so much of the above report as pro-
poses to pay the Secretary and Clerk five dollars per day.

Which was received, and the three first amendments therein pro.
posed were concurred in.

The Senate refused to concur i the 4th amendment.

Mr. Avery moved to strike out “ $3™ in said amendment,

Which was carried.

Mr. Floyd moved to insert “ $6.”

Which was lost.

Mr. Avery moved to insert * $4.”

Which was carried, .

Mr. Avery moved to amend said bLill by striking out * $240” after
Mr. W. B. Lancaster’s name and insert in lieu thereol “ $192.,”

Which was carried.

A motjon being made to waive the rule, and read said bill a third
time, it was lost.

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the vote refusing to waive the rule to
read said bill a third time, was reconsidered, and on the reconsidera-
tion thereof, the rule being wai ed, said bill was read a third time by
its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan,
Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey—10.

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Floyd, Smith—3.

So said Lill passed—tiile as stated.

N -

{
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Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported
bill entitled, An act to ascertain the number of white children be- -
tween the ages of six and eighteen years, and to obtain information
respecting the common school lands, as correctly enrolled.

‘The following message from the House was received and read :

House REePRESENTATIVES, January 8, 1848.
Honorable President of the Senate :
Sir :—The House has concurred in the report of committee of
ftee conference on within bill.
Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Cleitk House Representatives.

House bill entitled, An act for the relicf of Nathan Backer,

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third:
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and
nays were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd,
Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, T'racey—10.

Nays—Messrs. Austin and Moscley—2,

So said bill passed. Title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House.

The fllowing message from the House was received and read.

House RepresnNTaTIVES, January 8, 1848,
Honorable President of, the Senafe :
Sir :—The House has concurred in Senate amendments to House
bill ¢ relative to Thomas L. Baines,” ’
Very respectfully,
W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatives.

The House returned Senate resolutions in relation to ‘Iiompson’s
Digest, with a message stating that the same had been lost in the
House. ‘

The following communication was transmitted fo his Excellency
the Goverror:
' Sexate Cumaxper, January 8, 1848,
To his Excelleney the Governor :

Nir :—lL herewith transmit for your consideration the fullowing
hill, passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed
Ly the presiding officers thercol] viz:

Bill entitled, * An act to ascertain the number of white children
Letween the ages of six and eighteen years, and to obtain infor.
mation respeeting the common school lands.”

Also, “ Resolution relative to Jummes A, Baughey.”

Very respectiully,
C. W. DOWXNING,
Secretary Senate.

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to amend the sev-

eral acts to raise a revenue for this Siate, approved July 21, 1845,



240

and December 27, 1845, with a message stating that the House had
concurred in the amendment of the Senate to House amendment to
said bill.

Ordered to he enrolled. :

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was

received and read :
Execurive DepArTMENT, January 8, 1848.

Gentlemen of the Senale .
and of the House of Representatives :

I have the honor to solicit your advice and consent to the follow-
ing nominations:

James Gibson and Thos. Preston, as Tobacco Inspectors, and
Anson Hancock and Willlam A. Woods, as Port Warden, for the
County of Franklin.

é Very respectfully,
W. D. MOSELEY.
The nominations therein contained were advised and consenled to

Ly the Senate.

Also the following :
Fxrcurive DepanrtyxexTt, January 7, 1849,
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives :

I have approved the following Acts and Resolutions, to wit :

An act toamend the Criminal Laws of force in this State.

Aun act to make valid the proceedings of sundry persons commis.
sioned as Justices of the Peace of this State.

An act relative to Judges of Probate, County Commissioners and

Sherifls. . o )
An act to regulate the time of holding the Circuit Courts in the

Middle Circuit. ) o
An act to provide for the location of the county site ol Calhoun

county.
Au}act for the relief of James Cz Johnston and Harman High.
An act for the relief of Daniel McRaeny and Alfred A. Fisher.
‘An act for the reliel of Richard A. Shine and Joseph A, Edmond-

son.
An act for the relief of settlers on Public Lands, and to grant

pre-emption rights in cerfain cases. o

An act to provide for the elcetion of a county site in the county of
Washington.

An act to amend an act entitled
bate for the State of Florida.

An act to change the mame of Mary
county, to that of Mary E. Doles. . )

An act to regulate and define the duties of the County Commis-
sioners in Calhoun county. ) . )

An act to regulate the fees of collecting oflicers in certain cases.

An act for the relief of Wm. J. Armistead.

An act for the relief of H. W. Andrews and others.

An act to authorize Judges of Probates tc appoint Guardians for

I'rec Negroes. .

an act lo organize Courls of Pro-

E. Ledbetter, of Calhoun

~——

\
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An-act to empower Robert H. Hall, a mino: |
agimem of his own estate. ' e o _
n act providing compensation to be paid L. A. Thompso
. . A. on.
A'n act 1o provide for the qualifications, and to preseribg the duties
of Clerks, &c., elected on 1st Monday, in Octoher, 1847. .
An act to change the names of certain persons therein named.
An act to organize the county of Holmes. )
g l;renmhlehand Re:olul{ions requesting our menabers in Congress
rocure the passage of an act t dug i ubli
Eiriue ihe pass g o graduate the price of the Public
Resolutions relativ. ; illi i
Compn, relative to the payment of Capt. William H. Payne’s
Resolution relative to the removal of the Uni
; 3 United 8 -
ﬁc;{from Newnansville to Ocaia. i
esolutions in regard to lands which have reverted hack t
i : th
l(..‘rt:m:‘rjall b:vernnlmm under the “ Armed Occupation Act i aﬁd i:
egard to the eight sections of land “lori the fixi
e e STt pur and granted to I'lorida for the fixing
Resolutions requesting the Senators and Re i i
. e presentative of Florida
1;: Congress to procure copies of all the surveys and reports made
1 ereon,‘nf Canal and Rail Road Routes in Florida, by the. United
.Su;zles (xtlnl'ernment for the use of this State.
reamble and Resolutions asking Congress to provide lands fi
(heRmha;iai_lams of certain townships for theguppnrt nli)'Public g:hzolzr
Resolution in relation to printing 1000 copies H .
Bills for the establishment of Cominn Sc:hcm‘;s-s it
Rcsnl\:f:non in xpla}ilri’n to printing the laws of the present session
ery respectlully, W.D. S .
Also the following : i
Execvrive DepartvesT, January 8. 18
Genllemen of the Senate and of the House of Rq)resen!ajr'ir;s 3 e
I have approved the following acts and resolutions, to wit.;
in n.cl to amend the several acts concerning limitations of Actions.
n act toamend an act to organize the Circuit Courts of the

.State of Florida.

An actto amend an act entitled an act t i i
Wl g act to establish a tariff of fees,
An act 10 ascertain the number of white children between the

-ages of 6 to 18 years, and to obtuin information respecling the Com.

mon School Lands.

An act 1o repeal an act entitled an act to
. t amend an act to estab.
lish a tarifTof fees, approved February 15, 1834, and which was :p-

proved Dec 27, 1845.

An act to provide for the i
Resnh!lion' in relation to J’:lar{lem:.:l. ‘gaﬂg;:l’;'lﬂd e
- Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY.
- e:;lill.zn’l;h‘:"k‘, from the Commitiee on Enrolled bills, reported
e ot ed, An a-cl m‘?.mvnrl Ihn_scvernl acls to raise a revenue for
¢, approved July 24, 1815, and Dec. 27, 1843, as correctly

31

-enrolled.
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Resolutions relutive to.the commissioning by the Governor of Jus.
tices of the Peace; ’

Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W, Loring and Lieut. M.
€. Marin;

Memorial and resolution of the General Assembly of the State of
Florida to the President, Post Master General, and the Congress of
the United States on the subject of a maijl route therein xner;?lioned.

Very respecifully,
W. D. MOSELEY.

'Id"he following conimunication from the House was received and
read :

Hopse RepgesExTaTIVES, January 8, 1848,
Honorable President of the Senate : i

Sme :—The House has appointed Messrs. Hagner, Forward, and
A. E. Maxwell a committee on part of the House, to act with a sim,
ilar committee of the Senate, to wait on his Excellency the Goveraor
and inform him that hoth Houses are now ready to adjourn, and to
enquire if his Excellency has any further communication (o muke to
the General Assembly. Very respectfully,

W. B. LANCASTER, Clerk Ho. Reps.

Messrs. Fairbanks, Burritt, and Avery was appointed a similar
cotnmiitee on the part of the Senate, which committee reported that
they had performed the duty assigned them, and that his Excellency
had no further communieation to make.

On motion, Messrs. Fairbanks, Tracey, and McMillan, were ap,
pointed a committee to wait upon the .House and inform that body
that the Senate was now ready to adjourn sine die, which committes
reported that they had performed that duty.

A committee from the Ilouse informed the Senate that the House
was ready to adjourn sine die.

Mr. Tracey having assumed the Chair, Mr. Fairbanks offered tho
followiny : .

Resolved, "That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to the Hon,
Daniel G. McLean, for the courteous and impartial manner in which
he has dischurged the duties of presiding officer of this Loy at its
present session.

Which was unanimously adopted.

The President, on resuming the Chair, returned the Senate his
thanks in a very able and eloquent address for the flattering terms
with which they had been pleased to regard him in the discharge of
his duties in the Chair. ;

Mr. Avery oflered the following :

Resolved. That the thanks of the Senate ure due, and they are
herely tendered 10 the Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Enrolling
Clerk, Messenger, and Sergeant.at-arms, for the prompt and cfficient
discharge of their several duties,

Wkhich was unanimously adopted,

On motion, the Senate ndjourned sine die.

Attest, C. W. DOWNING,
Secrctary of the Senate.

“
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REPORTS
OF COMMISSIONERS, RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISII -
MENT OF A COMPLETE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

Exrcerive DerarryesT,
November 20, 1217. g
{ientlemen of the Senale
and of the House of Representalives :

In conformity to a * Preamble and Resolution relative to the es.
tablishment of a complete Educational System,” approved Decem-
ber 21, 1816—(sce pamphiet Jaws, 2 session, p. #3)—Ilons. O,
M. Avery and Walker Anderson, were appointed from the Western
District ; Wm. Marvin and Rev. C. C. Adums, from the Southern g
B. F. Whitner and J. E. Broome, Esqs., from the Middle; and
Hons. G. R. Fairbanks and W. Forward, from the Fastern—to re-
port upon the object in view. I herewith transmit the Reports off
three of the Commission, Hon. Wm. Marvin, W. Forward, and G.
R. Fairbanks, for the consideration of the General Assembly.

Very respectiully,
W. D. MOSELEY.

REPORT OF THE HON. G. R. FAIRBANKS.

To his Excellency WiLLian D. MoseLry,
5 Governor of Florida :

Sir :—1In pursuance of the appointment conferred upon me as one:
of the Commissioners relative to the establishment of a System of
Common Schools, under the resolution of the General Assembly of
this State, adopted Dee. 21«1, 1816, I report to your Excellency such
views upon the sulject embraced in said Resolutions, as my limited
opportunities for examinaticn have enabled me to dizest and present,

The first subject to be reported upon as designated in the resolutions
is, “a plan for the establishment off & Npstem of Commen Seliools,
adapted to their section of the State, with such remaiks as may seem
to them neeessary to a perfect conmprelien-ion of their views,”

A subiect so comprehensive in it nature, and haviis so important
a bearing upon the interests of the State atle conbisliment of a
system of education for its firure citizens, requires the nost profonnd
lf.uught and the most careful reileetion and investicaion, o our
present condition we have every thing to lrame e, and with na
old institutions or established sy stems to change or evettum, we are at

i3
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APPENDIX.

DOCUMENTS

ACCOMPANYING THE

GOVERNOR’S" MESSAGE.

COMPTROLLER'S REPORT.

CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE,
Tallahassee, November 1, 1847. z
To his Excellency W. D. MosgLEY,

Governor of Florida :

Sir :—1 have the honor to transmit herewith my annual Report,
shewing the receipts and disbursements for the ﬁscal year ending 31st
0ctober, 1847.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller.

~  Treasury DEPARTMENT,
Comptroller’s Office, Tallahassee, Nov. 1, 1847. i
To his Excellency WiLLiax D. MosgLEY,
Governor of Florida :

Sir:—In obedience to the requisition of the law, I submit to you
the following statement of the disbursements and receipts at the Treas-
ury, for the fiscal year which closed on the 31st day of October, 1847.
The amountof Warrants drawn on the Treasury for the

year, v .5 - . - 852,787 46

Legislative Deparlment. ;
Pay of members of the General Assembly, Clerks, and

other officers, - . -! 10,866 40
Printing for the Session, . . 2,347 82
Contingent Expenses, wood, stationery, &c., 339 06

$13,553 28
Ezxecutive Department. ,
Salary of officers, s - - . 4,200 00
Judiciary Department.
Salary of 4 Judges, Attorney General and

Solicitors, - . . 9,300 00
Militia.
Salary of Adjutant and Inspector General, 500 00

Printing Laws.
Printing Laws & Reports of Supreme Court, 926 85




2
“ Census. '
Amount due for taking census 1845, - 300 46
Supreme Court.
Fees and per diem of Clerk, - . 222 44
Per diem of Sheriff and Servant hire, - 157 50
Contingent expenses, - - - 286 32
$666 26

Prosecuting Banks.
Solicitor’s fee for forfeiting charter Pensacola
Bank, - - - - 50 00
Revenue Refunded.
Am’t refunded per act General Assembly, to
heirs of N. Brush, % - - 198 94
St. Joseph’s Convention.
Am’t paid Be.PSmith, per act of General As-

sembly 18416}) - - - 327 24
Criminal Proseculions.
Eastern Circuit, s - . 4,414 62
Southern ¢ - . - 1,195 69
Middle L - - - 5,980 47
Western  “ - - - 3,442 77

$15,033 55
Contingent Ezpenses Courts.
Record Books, pay of Bailiffs, Room rent, _—
- Stationery, &c%,u 62:., - - 3,0
Contingent Fund.
Sundry.dlsbﬁnemeuu by order of Governor, l,:l32 62
Advanced to United States, - .- 11,250 00
Expense and pay of Commissioners appoint-
ed to settle the boundary lines between

Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, . 1,212 00
$3,894 62
————852,787 46
RECEIPTS.

The receipts into the Treasury for the fiscal
year 1847, as per Treasurer’s receipts filed

in this office, amount to -
| - 1,879 52
}rgm revgnno dl.‘l‘e f?‘r 1188‘411%, : R
4 Lo o« 1847, - - 6,589 30
« Fines and forfeitures, . . gig gg
* - Licenses, - - - - o
«  Ayction Tax, - % & -

"« This amount refunded by the United -
States, - - . 1,161 05
Sales of articles purchased for Com-
rissioners of boundary lines, s 60 00

45,357 6O

3

By a reference to the expenditures of the last fiscal year, no material
difference will. be found in the expenses of the State, except in the
item of criminal prosecutions, which in 1846 amounted to $8,362 31,
Dut which have cost the State for,the present yearthe sum of $15,033 55
—to which add the contingent expenses of Courts, $3,027 93, making
the amount paid for criminal prosecutions and expenses of Courts,
818,061 48—being an increase over the expenditures of 1846, of
nine thousand six hundred and ninety-nine dollars and seventeen
cents, and exceeding the entire expenses of the Legislative Depart-
ment, $4,508 20. ’ . Ry

By reference to the accompanying exhibit, (marked A,) it will Le
seen that in some of the counties the expenses of criminal prosecu-
tions exceed the amount of taxes assessed therein. T
The amount of certificates outstanding 1st November, 1846, as per

last report, - - - - 27,597 28
Amount certificates issued for the fiscal year, ending 31st .
October, 1847, = = - - 52,787 46
80.384 74
Less this amount paid into Treasury, - - 45,357 60
Amount outstanding liabilities, 2 - 835,027 14
T'he taxes assessed for 1847 amount to $51,731 84
From which the Treasurer has received 6,589 %0
45,142 54
Deduct probable allowances of County Com-
missioners for collecting, assessing, insol-
vencies and overcha:ges, . 9,000 00
Due for the taxes of 1847, and payable 22d
instant, - - - $36,142 54
Amount still due for 1846, - . 3,480 30
. $39,622 84

Thus it will be seen that the sum of thirty-nine thousand six hun.
dred and twenty-two dollars and eighty-four cents, is due for taxes, and
which will all be due on the 22d November; and if promptly paid
will be more than sufficient to meet the payment of the entire amount
of outstanding liabilities.

N. P. BEMIS,
Comptroller.

Orrice oF CoMPTROLLER oF PunLIic AccounTs,
Tallahassee, Nov. 1, 1847. g
To his Exceliency W. D. MoseLEy,
Governor of Florida : :
Sir :—I have the honor herewith to present you a statement of my
account, as Auditor of the Territory of Florida, for the fiscal year
ending 31st October, 1847.
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Am’t Territorinl Warrants outstanding as per last report, $16,922 67

Issued since that time, - - 52 50
Total amount issued, % - $16,975 17
By this amount paid to Buckingham Smith,
by a Warrant on the State Treasury, per
act of General Assembly last session, 327 24
This amount received on ac’t fines and for-
feitures due Territory, s - 463 30
—_— 790 60
Liabilities of the Territory, - $16,184 57

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller.

Exmrr A, Account czpense Criminal Prosecutions, and expense of
Courts in the several Counties.

- —
, AM'T TAXES [[AM'T. P'D. FOR

" } ASSESSED. CRIM. PROS.
Escamhia,Countv, s i s [| ®2,479 60[ $1,11‘6 95
Santa Rosa ¢ =~ . + 906 38| 860 21
Walton L = - l 501 36 419 89
‘Vashington “ s R 54(_) 0'3] 185 .?U
Jackson “ . g 3,085 14! 627 56
Calhoun “ - 2 ' 404 44 135 00
Franklin “ ‘ 5,618 05 1,118 95
Gadsden ~ « . . ’ 5,208 26/ 832 97
Ieon “ : - 10,565 87| 1,430 70
Wakulla L g “ 1,547 28i| 654 73
Jefferson “ . . 3,637 89! 446 52
Madison ~ « . . To2346 07 478 16
Hamijton Lo - - © 738 14| 486 33
Columbia’ L2 5 - 1,467 09| 623 59
Alachua L - - 2,384 68 1,184 37
Marion L = P 1,194 7R 911 83
Duval L # 3 2,119 01 1,279 35
St. Johns f - - ! 2,894 45 954 9:,:

Nass ) i . - | 932 10 75 H0
;‘tim; “ . ’f 1,347 13, 647 27
Orange . £ - - 712 74} 169 93
Hillborough » . : | 866 72 522 43
Benton ® . - 35508 458 98
St. Lucie 5 . - ! 305 39)'

| $51,731 84| 818,061 46

SR,

£
£
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TREASURER'S REPORT,

—_———

TREASURER’S OFrice,

Tallahassee, Nov. 18, 1847, f

To his Excellency W. D, MoseLry, :
Governor of Floridg :

Sir :—1I have the honor herewith to hand you a condensed state.
ment of my account as Treasurer of the State for the Fiscal year,
1847, (inarked A.) by which it will be seen that there have heen re.
ceived into the Treasury, during the year, from all sources of revenue,
forty-four thousand one hundred and thirty-six dollars and fifty.five
cents, ($44,]36“55.’) and that twelve hundred and twenty.one dollars
and five cents, (81221 05) have boen refunded to the Treasury, for
money temporarily advanced out of the Contingent Fund—majcing
the amount received during the ycar forty-five thousand three hundre
and fifty-seven dollars and sixty cents, ($45,357 60,)—to which add
tive thousand and seven hundred and twenty-eight dollars and ninety
cents, remaining in the Treasury on the first day of November, 1846,
makes the amount of 51,086 50, from which deduct 47,308 40, the
payments out of the Treasury for 1847, leaves a balance in the
Treasury on the first day of November, 1847, of $3,755 10. [ also
hand you my account with the Tallahassee Fund, (marked B.) The
resources of this fund are nearly exhausted, except the donation from
Congress of Eight Sections of land, for the purpose of fixing the Seat
of Government of the State. This land has to be located hefote it
<an be made available for the Payment of the demands against the
fimd. I would recommend that a Jaw be passed to authorize the
Treasurer and Commissioner to sell the right of locating this land, as
it would enable him to make a speedy and final settlement of this fund,
and give to the creditors thejr toney that has been so long due them.

Respectully your Obt, Serv’t.,
BENJAMIN BYRD, State Treasurer.

(A.) Tne State or Frorioa, in Account Curreny with Bexyavix
Byro, Treasurer,

87, o i s
Nov. 1—To cash paid on Treasury Certificates dur.
ing the Fiscal year 1847,

847,308 40

Balance of Cash in the Treasury this day, 3,755 10
s
- $51,086 50

1346, Cr.
Nov. 1—By cash on hand this day, in the Treasury,  $5,728 99
* % rec'd on Auction Tax for

1846, 378 58
“o% %« Fines and Forfei-
tures for 1947, 618 66

“o W« Pedlars Licenses

for 1847, 156 75
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. % & & &« Retailers of Li-
quors for 1847, 336 00
«w &« &« Revenue for 1845, 1879 52— 3,369 51
s s &« Ticenses on Sun-
dries for 1847, \?23 25
w « o« &« Ayction Tax for ]
' 1847, fr8s 29
w &« & Revenue for 1847, 6,989 30
o L ¢ 1846, 33,166 20—40,767 04
« « « fromthe United States, /
on account of money advanced
on the Arms, as general aver.
age, by the brig Gen. Wilson,
wrecked on her passage from
New York to St."Marks, in Oc-
tober, 1846, 1161 05
Received from Gov. Moseley, for
a wagon purchased for the use
of the Commissioners to estab-
lish the Georgia, Alabama, and
Florida line, and not used by them, 60 00— 1221 0%

4 : $51,086 50
1847—Nov. 1—By balance on. hand in the Treasury
this day, 83,700 10
E. E.—Treasurer’s Office, Tallahassee, 1st Nov. 1847.
BENJAMIN BYRD, State Treasurer.

(B.) Tue Tavnamassee Fuxp, in Account Current with BENsaniN
Byrp, Treasurer.

1546, Dxz.

Nov. 2+—To cash paid W. H. Brockenbrough,
of account of R. A. Shine’s ac.
count against the ‘Tallahassee
Fund, agreeably to bis contracts for
building the Capital in 1840, per
voucher 1, S1470 00

Dec. 12—To cash paid Joseph Branch, per re-

. ceipt, voucher 2, 850 00
To cash paid S. S. Sibley, bill print-
ing, voucher 3, 7 00
To cash paid H. Archer, per receipt,
voucher 4, 8 44
"T'o cash paid H. R. W. Andrews, per
receipt, voucher 5, -
Dec. 21—J. W. Levinus’ draftin_favor of R. A.
' Shine, per voucher 6, 162¢00
To J. A. Edmondson’s bill, voucher 7, 125 00
I'o J. A. Edmondsen bill, voucher 8, 12 00-- 209 vt

233 00— 299 44

H
%

1847. Jan. 5—To balance R. A. Shine’s draft in
favor of 'T'. Barnard, voucher 9, 128 00
16—-To Charles Peck’s bill, voucher 10, 10 00
To S. S. Sibley’s bill printing, vouch-
erll, ; 2 00
95—To J. T. Archer’s bill, voucher 12, 10 00— 150 0C
Feb’y 5—To M. D. Papy’s bill, voucher 13, 1 50
Ma’h 22—To R. A. Shine, as per receipt,
voucher 14, .
April 2—To J. A. Edmondson, per receipt,
voucher 15, 41 00
7—To J. & L. O. Branch, per receipt,
voucher 16,
May 15—To C. A. Nash’s bill, per receipt,
voucher 17, 35 00
Aug. 3—ToJ. A. Edmondson’s bill, voucher 18, 3 00
Oct, 15—To_ T. Baltzell, per receipt, voucher 19, 43 25-— 81 25
Nov. 17—To commissions for collecting $2822
41c, 1} per cent, 42 38
To commissions for paying amount,
$2739, 1} per cent,
To halance on hand in Union Bank

102 50

294 31— 439 31

41 08— 83 41

of Florida money, this day, ‘ 87 00
= $2909 41

1846. Cr.
Octr. 30—By balance on hand this day, 847 05

Nov. 23—By cash received of W. H. Brocken-
brough, for the following lots sold
him, viz: 32 lots in the S. Ww. }
sce. 6, T. S. 1, Range 1, South and
East, il for $1200 00
By Jots Nos. 1,7, 8, 10, 16, 17, 18,
25 and 32, all in 3. E. quar. sec-
tion 1, Township 1, Range 1, S.
and W, a $30,
Dec. 12.—Received for lots No. 21, S. E. } sec.
1, T.1,R. 1, S. and W. 26 00
For the following lots in S. W. } sec.
1, T.S. 1, R.1,S.and W.

270 00—1470 00

No. 2, to H. R. W. Andrews, 51 00
“ 4, [ T T “ 31 00
14 6 ““ [ (0 [ 3 50 00
“ 7: “ [ “ ““ 6 51 OU
[ 10' o “ “ i“ & 51 00
« 12, “ R. A. Shine, 51 00
““ 14’ [ “ “ o 51 00
“ 15,4 e 6w 60 00— 422 00

1847. Jan. 2—By cash rec'd. of F. Hoc, ou ac-
count judgments in Leon Cir. Court, 50 00
20—By cash received of A. A. Fisher,
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Sheriff of Leon County, for nett
sales of lot No. 22, sold under exe-
cution, in favor of the Treasurer vs,
John Shaw’s Administrators, Lot
in 8. E. } section 1, T. S. 1, R. 1,
__S.and W, $30 00—costs 15 75, 14 235
For nett sales on lot No. 15, 8. E. }
Sec. 1, 1. S.1,R.1,S. and W, un-
der execution in favor of the Trea.
surer and Commissioner, vs. J. B.
Brown, sold for $45; cost 13 93, 31 07
For nett sales of 7 lots in the original
plan of Tallahassee, under a decree
in Chancery, and an agreement
with H. M. Breckenridge’s agents,
in satisfaction in full of executions,
sold for $376; costs 32 27, 343 73— 439 0>
April 7—By cash received for D. B. Butler’s
three notes, given for lot. No. 109,
in the North Addition of Tallahas-
see, for the purchase money, viz :—

1 Note due 7th April, 1829, 48 563
1 Note due 7th April, 1830, 48 563
1 Note due 7th April, 1831, 48 563

Interest on the above Notes from 7ih

April, 1830, the average time they
became due to date, 148 61— 204 21

July 31—DBy cash received of F. Hoc, on ac-

’ count of Judgment in Leon C. C. 30 00

Nov. 11—By cash received of F. Hoc, on ac-
' count of Judgment in Leon C. C. , 10 00— 40 00

17—Cash received for balance principal J.

.B. De Corce’s note; dated the 4th

May, 1840, and due 1st March,

1841, received in bills of the Union

Bank of Florida, agrecably ‘to an

act of the General Assembly for

the relief’ of said De Dorce, ap-

proved 25th Dee. 1846, : 35 75
Protest of note in the Union Bank, 3 00
Interest on said note. 48 25— R7 00

‘Cash reccived of F. Hoe, in full for
judgment in Leon Circuit Court
against said Ioc, agreeably to a
resolution of the General Assembly
for the relief of said Hoc, approv-"—--

ed 25th Dec. 1846, %

110 on
: 82909 41
1247. Nov. 17—By balance on hand in bills of the
Union Bank of Florida, this day, $R7 @0
E. B.—Treasurer’s Office, Tullchassce, 17th Nov, 1847,
B. BYRD, "U'reasurer and Commissioner.

BB e A s N AN

REPORTS

OF COMMISSIONERS, RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISH.
MENT OF A COMPLETE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

Executive DEPARTMENT,
November 26, 1847.
Genilemen of the Senale I
and of the House of Representatives :

In conformity to a * Preamble and Resolution relative to the es-
tablishment of a complete Educational System,” approved Decem.
ber 21, 1846—(see pamphlet laws, 2d session, p. 83)—Hons. O.
M. Avery and Walker Anderson, were appointed from the Western
District ; Wm. Marvin and Rev. C. C. Adams, from the Southern ;
B. F. Whitner and J. E. Broome, Esgs., from the Middle; and
Hons. G. R. Fairbanks and W. Forward, from the Eastern—to re-
port upon the object in view. I herewith transmit the Reports of
three of the Commission, Hon. Wm. Marvin, W. Forward, and G.
R. Fairbanks, for the consideration of the General Assembly.

Very respectfully,
y e " W. D. MOSELEY.

———

REPORT OF THE HON. G. R. FAIRBANKS.

To his Excellency WirLiam D. MoseLEY,
Governor of Florida :

Sir :—In pursuance of the appointment conferred upon me as one
of the Commissioners relative to the establishment of a System of
Common Schools, under the resolution of the General Assembly of
this State, adopted Dec. 21st, 1846, I report to your Excellency such
views upon the subject embraced in said Resolutions, as my limited
opportunities for examination have enabled me to digest and present.

The first subject to be reported upon as designated in the resolutions
is, “a plan for the establishment of a System of Common Schools,
adapted to their section of the State, with such remarks as may seem
to them necessary to a perfect comprehension of their views.”

A subject so comprehensive in its nature, and having so important
a bearing upon the interests of the State as the establishment of a
system of education for its future citizens, requires the most profound
thought and the most careful reflection and investigation. In our
present condition we have every thing to frame de novo, and with no
old institutions or established systems to change or overturn, we are at

2
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liberty to deduce from the experience of the past and the condition
of the systems at present in operation elsewhere, such a system ag
will afford the best promise of a successful result.

No organization of a plan of common schools has ever been estab-
lished in this State since its transfer from Spain to the United States.
The sparse population and Indian hostilities, which for so long a period
unsettled the country, rendered it impracticable to effect further than
some endeavor to preserve the donations given by the Federal Gov.-
ernment for the purpose of future application to this object, and .in
consequence the present state of education among us is lamentable ;
a few (very few) private schools are sustained in sume of the more
thickly settled portions of the State, and even these irregularly kept
and limited in their operation, while the great mass of the people are
without schools or any means of education. The earlier settlers of
the country, many of them have grown into manhood without educa.
tion, and their families are growing up around them in like destitu-
tion,

But the consequences of this almost total want of the means of in-
struction have scarcely yet begun to be developed. Most of our ag-
ricultura! population have come but recently from the older States of
the Union, and have themselves, as well as their elder children, en-
joyed some means of instruction, but the children of the present day
are growing up in ignorance, and will in a few years form a large
portion of the adult population, and we shall then painfully realise
our present unfortunate condition. To arrest the continuance and
diminish the evil of this state of things, prompt and energetic cffort is
necessary.

- The Common School, as it is termed in this country, is supposed to
be that system of imparting scholastic instruction which shall com-

“mence at the foundation of society and embrace all alike, which has
tor its motto and idea, that knowledge, dike the %ir we breathe, was
intended by the creator as the heritage of all. "The Common School
then is the people’s, the whole people’s school, and every citizen, no
matter how high or how humble, has an equal interest in it ; it is the
cradle of republicanism in contradistinction to aristocracy or exclu-
sivencss—it should then centre in it all the affections, the hopes, and
the interests of the whole people.

Before proceeding to make any remarks upon a system of educa-
tion, it will be necessary to examine into the means in our possession
for the support of any system, for based upon the extent of such means
aud resoarces must any system which may be proposed, be founded.

Conaress has wisely and  benelicently set apart in this and all new
States, one thirty-sixth of its public domain as a fund for the benefit
of Codimon Schools.  This has been done by the designation of the
16th Section in every township as set apart for-purpeses of educatior
10 the use of the inhabitants residing within the respective township
"I'liis designation in the Western and Northern Sm.t%s, owing to tk
average quality of land in townships, has probahly bten an availal!
sid in support ef Common Schools; but in this State where tk
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greatest inequality prevails in the value of the lands, and where large
portions of the country are absolutely worthless, it must be self.evident
that the establishment of Common Schools to be supported by such
aid, must be impossible. In"reference to the difficulties attendant
upon the adhering to the limitation of these School Sections to the
sole use and benefit of the respective townships, the valuablé and in-
teresting report of the President of the Board of Trustees of Semi.
nary Lands for the year 1848, contains the following. forcible ideas :

“The Board believe that there is a radical defect in the disposition .
required by law to be made of the Common School Fund arising
from 16th Sections. The Act of Congress of 3d March, 1845, grant-
ing these lands to Florida is very precise in confining the benefit of
each 16th Section to the inhabitants of the township in which it lies.
Now as regards the settlement and population of the country, this
division into townships is perfectly arbitrary. They are ofien frac-
tional or divided by river swamps or county lines, which prevent them
from becoming convenient school districts, Four-fifths of the 16th
Sections may be estimated as worth nothing. It generally happens
that the most valuable of them are surrounded by large bodies of fer-
tile lands owned by persons who need no public aid to educate their
children, while the poorer population who require such aid are usu-
ally scattered about on thinner lands where the School Section is of
no value. The operation of the present law, therefore, is to provide
for a school fund for the rich and withhold it from the poor.”

In addition to the reasons thus set forth, it may he remarked that
any disposition of the lands held in such manner, if left to the man-
agement of the inhabitants of the respective townships, must, judg-
ing from past experience, be considered, as far as any realization of
rents or income from these lands is concerncd, almost hopeless.—
Moreover, this limitation looks only to the benefit to be derived to’
townships already inhabited, and locks up from any available pur-
pose the school section in all unoccupied townships, and this at a
time when we need every aid to support any system of public in.
struction which we may establish. Partially settled townships can
make no use cf their section, and no school can he established
founded upon this aid, until an extensive settlement of the country. y

In order, then, to have the means to support a system of Common
Schools, one of two things must be done : Either to consolidate these
_school lands, by sale, into one common fund, and make use of the
income, or their almost entire support must be derived from a system
of direct taxation. That the first is, by far, the most judicious plan,
will prohably be conceded by a large majority of our citizens ; and
it is to be lioped that the patriotismn of such as feel themselves, by
their good fortune, benefitted by such a limitation, of the sixteenth
section, will lead them to cast aside their trifling personal interests
for the common weal.

Should this course he adopted, as I do not doubt but that it will, a
respectable fund could be immediately available ; and this should be
augmented, by requiring all lands advertised for sale for taxes, upor
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which the amount due is not bid, to be bid in by the State, and ad.
ded to its. Education Fund. Fines, forfeitures and escheated estates,
should-also be added, to increase this fund.

To the citizen of another State, desiring to emigrate hither, the
first inquiry is, as to the means of educating his children. No con-
sideration is of greater importance, and doubtless the utter destitu.
tion of Schools is a bar and preventive, of no ordinary character, in
thé way of our receiving in our midst, as emigrants, a large and in.
fluential class of intelligent and substantial citizens. We shall then,
in a most important point of view, consult not only our future, but
our present interests, by speedily establishing a judicious and well
digested system of Common Schools.

The nature of the education requisite for the citizens of a country
like ours, can scarcely be over estimated. It is, to make citizens
‘who shall enter upon ‘the duties of life, prepared to fully appreciate
the form of Government under-which they live, and the blessings of
the institutions under whose shadow they have grown up ; capable of
understanding and perfecting the details of government, and of
bringing to bear upon every. condition and situation in life, the fruits
of science, intelligence, and refined mental culture. The moral
cducation and culture which he receives, should give every aid
which can be brought to bear upon the human mind, to raise the

4 standard of virtue,and make the good citizen and the good man. In
our government, where the opinion of the people forms the rule of
action, it “is more particularly necessary that the embryo citizen
should, by virtuous training, become, as he steps forward into man-
hood, interested in the cause of truth and good government—a sup-
porter and sustainer, not a violator, of the laws of the land. He
should be taught the dignity of his position, as one of a race destined
by Providence to peculiar and great purposes, in the regeneration of
the world. No system of education can be perfect, which stops
short of these requisites. ,

A system which shall accomplish all we desire, would be, indeed,
a glorious achievement to the State which should adopt and carry it
into effect. ‘The present resources of our State, applicable to this
object, will not enable us to carry into effect these glowing aspira-
tions of our hearts, but we should keep our view always directed to
the highest excellence, so that each step, which, with our feeble and
limited resources, we are enabled to take, shall Le in the right di-
rection, that our progress may not have to be retraced, by wayward
or irregular action. We can accomplish, perhaps, but little now,
compared to what we wish; but, by a well digested plan, we may
look forward trustingly to the period, when the outline sketched in
our mind’s eye, may be filled out, and our anticipations realized.

It would be interesting and instructive, to review the several sys.
tems of School instruction, adopted and carried into effect, both in
Europe and this country, and to compare llmii'kp'ra\t\:lical workings
with each other, both in reference to the amount andynature of the
instruction imparted, and its effect upon civil instituions; but the
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fimits to which I have restricted myself, forbid so extensive a re:
search.. From a comparison of these various systems, I find none
which I deem suited, in all respects, to a country so peculiarly situa-
ted as Florida. , ‘ ;
With a view to immedia}e and efficient practical operation, our
State requires a system exceedingly simple in its organization, dis.
tinct in its features, and adapted to the comprehension of our citizens
and the character of the country, and it should also be such as to ad-
mit of gradual extension and amelioration without requiring re-organ-
ization or material change. In conformity with these views, I pre-
sent the following sketch and outline of such a system. i

I. OFFICIAL ORGANIZATION,

Upon the proper arrangement and harmonious action of the ma.
chinery of management and control, depends, in a great degree, the
efficiency of any system, and two defects exhibited in the past expe-
rience of others are to be avoided, namely : the multiplicity of man-
agers and the want-of connexion and accountability. It is proposed,
therefore, that the entire general management and direction of the
School System should be committed to one individual, to be styled
Superintendent of Public Instruction, which may be a separate office,
as in Michigan, or attached to the office of Secretary of State, as in
New York, or perhaps still more judiciously connected with the Reg-
ister of Public Lands. To this officer should be confided the con-
trol of the School Fund, the mode of instruction, and the practical
details of the system.

Subsidiary to this officer, there should be appointed, in each Coun.
ty by the Board of County Commissioners, a County Superintendent,
This officer should be under the direction of the State Superinten.
dent, and be liable to have his office vacated by the State Superin-
tendent for negligence or mismanagement. The County Superin.
tendent should have the management of the School Fund in his
County. He should be required to lay off as many School Districts
in his County as the proximity of population may require, without
on the onc hand embracing too large an area, or on the other pla.
cing too small a number of families within a district. Each district
should be known by its number, and new districts should be laid off
by him when necessary. He should hire the teachers, and fix the
rate of their compensation, and the payment from the State and
County Fund should be paid through him. He should be required
to have a personal supervision over all the schools of his County,
have the decision of all questions relating to the schools, subject to
appeal to the State Superintendent. He should be required to report
annually to the State Superintendent the number of schools, the time
kept, the number of scholars in attendance, and the amounts appro-
priated, and such other information as the State Superintendent shall
direct. He should be required to give a bond, and his term of office
should not be less than two years.

In each School District three persons should he biennially elected
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as School Trustees, whose duty it should" be to act in concert with
the County Superintendent in all matters relat.mg to their district :
they should be regquired to provide a suitable building, at the expense
of the district, to apportion, and cause to be col_lected, the school
rates, and pay over the same, and such other dutics as may be pre.
scribed ; one of their number should act us co]‘.lector, and any two
be empowered to act.

I have thus, I believe, distinctly set forth all of t!u; officers neces-
sary to a School System, suited to the present cendition of our popu.
lation, and have made it a matter of especial care to encumber it

with as few officers as possible.

II. MEANS OF SUPPORT.

In a preceding portion of this report, I have con.sidered the pro-
priety of a consolidation of the proceeds of the Sixteenth Sections
for the formation of a Schoeol Fund, and I proceed upon ll:e‘ }l)asls of
supposing such a disposition of these lands to be made. I'his fund,
small at first, will gradually increase with even greater rapidity than
our increase of population, and the income derived from it will soon
reach a respectable amount, while, on the other hand, unless so con-
solidated, it will prove unavailable z\_m] useless. . )

In aid of this fund some few contingent sources of income might
be added.” Butit is not to be expected that theJnterest of this fund
alone will support our whole Common SC}‘IOOl System. Even New
York with a school fund of two millions raises an equal amount to its
income by direct taxation, besides the school rates.  Rhode Island
with a population of 108,000 pays for schoals above $50,000 plt:r
annum, derived principally from taxation. The interest upon the
school fund of Alabama is $638,000 per annum; L'mnsmna devotes
from the State T'reasury about $50,000 per annum ; Tennessee about

bD) .

31121;,33:12} to sustain a system of Common Schools, it 'will be neces.
sary to provide additional resources beyond the mere income of the
school fund. For this purpose the Board ¢f County Commlasmnar:?
in each County should be required to appropriate from the cnun?_yl
funds, for the support of schools within the county, an:amount equa
at least to the amount received by such, county from the Common

B e State. :
Sc'lllf::)el 'Il‘:f::s(ie(:'{éll(;f each School District should be required to esti-
mate the ‘amount which will be requir(.‘d to pay the wages of the
teacher, and assess the balance not provided for by Ihe_ amounts re-
ceived from the State and County Funds upon the inhabitants r?f such
district in proportion to the number of children sent by c:.u.:h, exempt.
ing from such assessment such as are too poor topay their p.rupo'm.or:
the right of every child inthe Jand to the means o ?d.ucat‘ujn: )em._d
fully recognised.  The expense '0‘[' school Ixous‘es, &e shou.<r he pmh
entirely by the district, and the l.rustees Sl]f)“zd. lo}'y a tax lor l::']nlc
purpose to be voted by the inlmh‘na!\ts of the district, and should be
vosted with-the requisite powers for its collection.
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The amaunts received from the Common School Fund and froms
the County Treasury shouldbe by the County Superintendent appor.
tioned among the several school districts of his county, according to
the number of children between the ages of six and sixteen, within
the respective districts. .

EI. TEACHERS.-

The next branch of our subject to which our attention should be
directed, is the source for procuring teachars willing and competent
to undertake the management of our Schools—a difficulty striking-
ly obvious in all eur Southern States, in the agricultural dis-
tricts.  Until within a few years the education of children has been.
deemed necessary to be confided to the stern sway and scholastic dis-
cipline of man, and the school master has been an expressive term to
designate a-rigid unbending character, an autocrat within his limited
dominion, and with the association of whom and of his domain, little
was recalled in after life that was pleasant or attractive. That day
has happily passed away, and the present generation of our favored
land receive the dulcet streams of inward light with kind teachings,
and chimb the hill of knowledge by more flowery paths.

The experience of continental Europe, and of this country, has es-
tablished that for the Common School the employment of the gentle
hand which has instilled the first lights of knowledge, of reverence,
and of truth, should continue to guide the mind in its reachings and -
strugglings for science, and that the education of children should be
committed to woman, and to man’s stern sway should be committed
only more advanced learners.

That woman is better constituted by nature for the management
and education of children, is a truth evidenced to us too plainly to
need an argument. That the education of children is her just pro-
vince, is a truth that we are just learning to appreciate. Her kind
and winning example—her patient appreciation of the nature of the
young mind—her apt skill in turning to advantage all its shades and
tendencies—her mild and equal sway, and her superior tact in com-
municating truth by precept and comparison, place her far beyond
man as an instructor.  There is, moreover, and its importance is in-.
estimable, the refinement of mind and delicacy of thousht communi..
cated, the feeling of respect for her sex, and the purity which excludes
evil and inspires good.

The consideration of these advantages is important to us in inves.
tigating the source from which we shall obtain teachers for Common
Schools.  Male teachers in the Southern country are seldom to be
obtained, because other branches of caterprise and employment ab.
sorb immediately all whose education and capacity would render suit-
able teacliers, but such is not the case with feinales, who are more
generally educated, who acquire more rapidly, and to whom other
avenues of employment are not open, and the small compensation
which it is in our power to pay teachers, could not secure the servicer,
of male teachers, while it would be gladly accepted by females fully
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ecompetent for the work of instruction.  The sum of 812 10 15 ne
month hea baen found winply sullicient 1o secare good female teachers
in the Northern States, and probably would be so here, and the aver.
age expense of mipporting each school for the space of eight monthe
would not erceed from 8100 to B125 per annum, & sum within the
present means of every settlement iently largo for a achool die.
trict, and rendering immediutely practicable the organization of our
Common Nchools for the instruction of the children of to.day, In
the Btate of Massachusetts for the year 1841, there were 8600 teach.
ers employed, of whom nearly fico thirds were females.

IV. MODE OF INSTRUCTION, WooXs, &c.

The mode of instruction, the studies to be pursued, and the text
books to be used, should be under the general eharge and advisement
of the Superintendent of Public Inatitutions.

I have thug gone through with the outline of a School System,
which I deem: suited to the present actual condition and state of the
country, and adapted to our necessities and means, and such a one as
I believe could be placed in immediate practical operation without its
support becoming oneroas upon the people. I have not professed to
aim at perfection or to accomplish all that would be desirable if great.
er means were at hand ; but we must look at things as they are, and
education is a thing which cannot be delayed—each year that passes
by carries on to the stage of life its uneducated thousands, unfitted to
rightly appreciate and enjoy the blessings of liberty. It is better, or
at least wiser, then to do something now than to await the fruition of
some more extensive or nobler scheme—~the present first demands
our care, Before closing this pertion of my report, I may here re-
mark, that the phraseology of the resolution under which we act seems
to contemplate a necessity of different systems existing in different
portions of the State, but I cannot sce the necessity while I foresee
many objections to such a difference of systems. I would gladly as-
_ sent to any system which could be so arranged as to embrace within

its provisinns the means of education to every single child within our
State ; but this I am conscious is imppssible, without an immense fund
to supply the means, and even then it is doubtful if the supply of teach.
ers necessary for so extensive a plan could be procured, but in our
present circumstances any plan looking to a greater extension of
the means of education than can be accomplised by local schools, is
impracticable, for these reasons: In a sparscly settled country like
this, in order to reach many of the isolated and detached families, one
of two plans must be resorted to—either to send a teacher to the
scholars or collect them at a distance from their several homes about
their teacher. Inthe one case a very great supply of teachers would
be necessary, if any thing like continued instruction was aimed at,
and no other species of instruction could be of much value, or in the
other, the expense of supporting the pupils away from their homes
would be very great, and would be otherwise objectionable—both
plans being exceedingly expensive, and requiring greater means than
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we have at our disposal. The disadvantages resulting f; isn.
lation of location are lnuruble from li:‘l::l'ﬂ::llln.of :::I:wl.
Iries, and can only be obviated by an increasing population.

SECOND DIVISION=—=ACADEMIES,

The second branch of the Resolitions referred to, require that the
Commissionera should furnish their views in relation o the estublish.
ment and organization of Academical Schools. :

It has been a much discussod subject, as to which should have the
precedence in a system of education, the Common or the Higher
Bchools ; hut it is now generally conceded, that they are portions of
the samo general system, and equally deserving of support—the Com.
mon School sending up its more advanced pupils to the Academy,
and the latter sending forth its teachers for the Common School. It
is in this laiter view that the establishment of Aademical Schools is
jrarticularly requisite ; and further, to retain, in our midst, the hun.
dreds of youth now sent abroad, to support the literary institutions of’
other States, in default of any of our own,

Academies will not need that their entire support should come
from the State ; but they will need some aid, and the assistance af
forded can be repaid by the instruction of a certain number of pu-
pils, free of charge, for the business of teaching. Thus constituted, [
belicvesthey would be of great importance to the State, and should
at once be established. ’

Their organization would probably be bestaccomplished by making
them branches of the University, and appropriating a certain amount
annually to each to be expended in the tuition of -Common School
teachers of both sexes, but the Academies remaining private proper-
ty and mainly dependent for their support upon private patronage,
Four or five of these institutions would probably answer for the pres-
ent.

UNIVERSITIES.

Congress has already furnished an endowment of four townships
of lands for the establishment of two Seminaries or Universities, one
to be situated West of the Suwanee, and the other East of that river,
This endowment under good management will probably he sufficient
to establish these Universities in a suitable manner. The want of
a College within our own State drives our citizens to the necessity of
sending their sons abroad, at a great expense, when the means of
collegiate education should exist in their own State.

So soon as sufficient funds shall have accumnulated from the sale of
Seminary lands, the establishment of these Seminaries should take
place, and until then these funds should be sacredly kept for that pur.
pose. “The entire management of the several departments of a Uni-
verstty, need not he at tirst completed, but the more necessary de.
partments should be established as soon as practicable, and primarily
a de_parlmenl for the purpose of educating young men desirous of be-
coming teachers in Academies and Common Schools, successive de.
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pariments can afterwards be added as the revenue of the Seminary
fund will allow. But the plan ot our Universities when fﬁle]?::rg
pleted, should aim at nothing. less than the highest excellence, and
they should be made equal in point of standing and literary reputation
to any of the Universities in'our country. :

Should they be thus established and made what they should be, and
placed in localities eminently favorable to health, we may anticipate
that their halls will be thronged not only with the youth of our own:
State, but by youth of other States, whom our genial clime will
cause to avail themselves of the means of restoring or preserving
health, and at the same sime cnjoying the advantages afforded by a
University in the attainment of an education. “The details connected
with the organization of both the Academies and Universities, will
tI‘;:a rpo;e approprtate when their establishment shall have been au-

orised.

" A Bill is hereto appended in pursuance of the foregoing sugges-
ions.

: Very Respectfully,

GEO. R. FAIRBANKS,
Commissi e,
St. Augustine, Nov. 1, 1847. Feomeri &

AN .ACT to establisk a System of Common Schools.

ARTICLE I.

Secrion 1. There shall be a Superintendent of Public Instruction,
whose duty it shall be, among other things, to prepare and submit an
annual report to the Legislature, containing a statement of the con-
dition of the Schools of the State, the situation and expenditure of
School monies, plans for the improvement and management of the
Common School Fund, and for amelioration of the Common Schools,
and all such other matters relating to his office as he may deem esx-
pedient lo communicate.

§ 2. He shall annually apporﬁon the School monies to be distri-
buted amongst the several counties of the State, which apportionment
shall be made to the respective counties in the ratio of their white
population respectively, as compared to the population of the whole
State according to the last preceding census, and whenever any new
county shall be made, he shall ascertain the share to which it is en-
titled by the best evidence in his power. . f

3. The Superintendent shall certify each apportionment made
by him to the Comptroller, and shall give immediate notice thereof
te the County Superintendent of each county interested therein, sta-
ting the amount of monies apportioned to his county, and the time
when the same will be payable to him.

§ 4. The Superintendent shall cause printed forms and instructions
on all matters relating to the School System to be transmitted to the
several counties as he shall deem requisite, and also furnish each:
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Bchool District with the copies of this act, and of any alterations in
‘the same wherein it may be deemed by him necessary.

5. All monies reasonably expended by him in the execution of
his duties, shall, upon due proof; be allowed to him by the Comp.
troller, and be paid out of the Treasury. '

§ 6. The duties of the office of such Superintendent shall be per-
formed by the Register of Public Lands, and he shall be ex-officio
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and receive the sum of 4
dollars per annum, for the performance of such duties.

ARTICLE IL

§ 1. The sum annually to be distributed for the support of Com-
anon Schools, shall be paid on the first day of September, in every
year, on the Warrant of the Comptroller, to the Superintendents of
the several counties, who shall apply for and receive the School mo-
nies apportioned to their respective counties, as soon as the same be.
come payable.

§ 2. T'he County Superintendents shall lay before the next meet.
ing of the Board of County Commissioners, in their respective coun-
ties, notice of the amounts so apportioned to said counties, and it shall
be the duty of the Board of County Commissioners at such meeting,
and every annual meeting thereafier, to add to the sums to be raised
in said county for other county purposes, a sum equal to the School
monies which shall have been apportioned to such county, which mo.
nies so added together, with the fees of the collectors, shall be levied
and collected in the same manner as other monies directed to be raised
in the county. e

§ 3. The Commissioners shall require the Collector of each coun.
ty, by their Warrant to him, to pay the monies so added, when col-
lected, retaining his fees for collection, to the County Superintendent,
for the use of Common Schools in each county, whose receipt shall
be sufficient evidence of such payment.

ARTICLE IIL
County Superin'endent.
§ 1. There shall be annually chosen by the Boards of County

Commissioners in the several counties of this State, an officer, to be
denominated County Superintendent of Common Schools. It shall
be his duty within ten days from the time of being notified of his ap-
pointment, to file with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for said county,
a bond, with one or more sufficient sureties to be approved by the
said Clerk, in the penalty double the amount of School money, which
his county received from all sources during the year preceding his ap-
pointment, conditioned for the faithful application and legal disburse-
ment of all the School money coming to his hands, and in case such
bond shall not be executed and filed as aforesaid. within the time
specified, the office shall be deemed vacant. The Board of County
Coummissioners shall fix the amount for which hond shall be given.
for the County Superintendents first appointed under this act.
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§ 2. Such County Suﬁeﬁntsndenl shall be entitled to 2 compensa.
tion of one dollar and fifty cents per day for every day necessarily
spentin the discharge of the duties of his office, to be audited and
paid as other county expenses. ;

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent in each
county, to divide his county into a convenient number of Schaol
Districts, and to regulate and alter such districts, when requisite; to
describe and number the School Districts, and to deliver the descrip.
tion and numbers thereof in writing, to the Clerk of the Circuit Court
of the County, immediately after the formation or alteration thereof,
to apply for and receive from the State Treasurer, and from the Col.
lector of the county, all school menies for his county, as soon as the
same become payable, or be collected; to apportion the school mo-
nies received by him on the first Monday of April in each year,
among the several School Districts within his county, in proporiion to
the number of children residing in each over the age of five, and un.

der that of sixteen years, as the same shall have appeared from the -

last annual reports of their respective Trustees, provided nevertheless,
that the first distribution of said monies shall be made according to
the best information in the power of such Superintendents, to sue for
and collect by name of office, all penalties imposed upon the officers
of districts, or otherwise appropriated to school purposes, and add the
same, when recovered, to the school funds.
§ 4. Whenever it may be necessary or convenient to form a dis-
trict on the line oftwo or more adjacent counties, the Superintendents
from each may form, regulate, or alter such district ; and the monics
to which the same shall be entitled, shall be paid over respectively
by each Superintendent.
§ 5. In making the apportionment of monies among the several
School Districts, no share shall be allotted to any district, or part
district, from which no sufficient annual report shall have been rs-
ceived for the year ending the last day of December immediately
preceding such apportionment, nor where Trustees have failed to be
elected, or where no School house, room or place is provided, or
where the said Trustees shall have failed to make the necessary al-
lotment and assessment for Schodl rates as hereinafier provided.
§ 6. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent of each
County, between the first day of July and the first'day of October, in
each year, to make and transmit to the State Superintendent, a re-
port in writing, bearing date on the first day of July, and stating :—
1. The whole number of School Districts set off within his County ;
2. The districts which shall have made their annual reports to him
within the year;

3. The length of time that a School has been kept in each district,
and whether male or female teachers were employed ;

4. The amount of public monies allotted each of said districts ;

5. The number of children taught in each, and the number of chil.
dren over the age of five and underthe age of sixleen years, re-
siding in each ;
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6. The ameunt of monies received by him from all sourcés, and how
expended.

§ 7. The County Superintendent of each County shall keep a true
and just account of the monies received by him, and lay the same
before the Board of County Commissioners, at their next meeting-
after the first day of July in every year; and at the expiration of his
office, shall pay over all money in his hands to his successor in of.
fice, who is authorized to sue for the same by his name of office, and
recover-the same with 25 per cent damages for the detention of the-
same, to be added to the amount recovered.

§ 8. The County Superintendents of the respective Counties shall
be Inspecters of Common Schools for their said Counties, and shall
examine all persons offering themselves as candidates for teaching
Common Schools in such County, and ifsatisfied of the qualifications
of the candidate, in respect to moral’character, learning and ability,
sia.ﬂ_éfve such a candidate a certificate thereof, and shall have power
1o annul such certificate, for sufficient cause, at any subsequent time.

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendents to visit
each Common School within his County at least once a year, and
oftener if he shall deem it necessary. i

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendents, upon
the request in writing of any two Trustees of any School District, to
contract with and employ a teacher for such District, to fix the rate
of wages, and to pay the wages of such teacher, when due, out of the
funds apportioned to such district ; and should the amount apportion-
ed to such district be insufficient to pay the full amount of the same,
he shall certify to the Trustees of the said district, the amount of the
halance to be raised by the district in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided.

\ ARTICLE IV,
- School Districts.

§ 1. Whenever any School District shall be laid off by the Coun.
ty Superintendent, it shall be his duty, within thirty days thereafter,
to prepare a notice in writing describing such district, and appoint-
ing a time and place for the first district meeting, and deliver such
notice to a taxable inhabitant of the district.

§ 2. It shall be the duty of such inhabitant to notify every other
inbabitant of the district, qualified to vote at such meeting, by reading
the notice to him, or leaving a copy of the same at his house, at least
six days béfore such meeting ; and in case the inhabitants, from any
cause, neglect to hold said meeting at the time so fixed, the Superin-
tendent shall cause such notice to be renewed—and every taxable
inhabitant, who shall fail to make such service of a notice so delivered
to him for service, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars.

§ 3. Whenever any district meeting shall be called in the man.
ner prescribed in the preceding sections, it shall be the duty of the
inhabitants of the district qualified to vote at district meetings, to as.
semble together at the time and place mentioned in the notice.
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§ 4. Every person who is a frecholder in the district, and liable te
taxation upon his property, shall have the right to vote at such meet.-
ings. gl
§ 5. The inhabitants so entitled to vote, when so assembled in
such district meeting, or when lawflly assembled at any other dis.
trict meeting, shall have power by a majority of the votes of those
present, g

1. Toappoint a Moderator for the time being. -

2. To adjourn from time to time as occasion may require.

3. To designate asite for the District School House.

4. To lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the district as the
meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease a suitable site for
a School house, and to build, hire, or purchase such School house,
and to keep in repair and furnish the same with necessary appenda-
ges. :

_ 5. To repeal, alter and modify their proceedings from time to
time, as occasion may require.

§ 6. In each School District an annual meeting shall he held at
the time and place previously appointed, and at the first district meet.
ing, and at each annual meeting, the time and place of holding the
next annual meeting shall be fixed, and special meetings shall be
called by the Trustees when deemed by them necessary.

§ 7. No tax to be voted by a district meeting for building, hiring,
or purchasing a School house, shall exceed the sum of three hundred
dollars, unless the County Superintendent of the County shall certify
in writing his opinion that a larger sum ought to be raised, and shnﬁ
specify the sum; in which case a sum not exceeding the sum so spe-
cified shall be raised.

§ 8. Whenever a School house shall have been built or purchased
for a district, the site of such School house shall not be changed, nor
the building thereon be removed as long as the district shall remain

unaltered, nor afier such alteration without the corisent in writing of

ibe County Superintendent.

§ 9. When a new district shall be formed from one or more dis-
tricts possessed of a School house or other property, the County Su-
perintendent shall, at the time of forming such new district, ascer-
tain the amount justly due to it from the district or districts from
which it may have been formed as its proportion, which shall be as.
certained according to the taxable property of the inhabitants of the
respective portions at the time of division, by the best evidence in the
power of the Counly Superintendent, deducting the amount of any
debts owing.

§ 10. Such proportion, when ascertained, shall be levied, raised
and collected, with the fees for collection, by the Trustees of the dis.
trict, retaining the School house or other property of the former dis-
trict, upon the taxable inhabitants of their district in the same man-
ner as if the same had been authorized by a vote of their district for
huilding a School house, and when collected shall be paid to the
Trustees of the new district, to be applied by them towards procur-

~—,
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ing a School house for their district, and the monies so paid to the
new district shall be allowed to the credit of the inhabitants who
were taken from the former district, in reduction of any tax that may
be imposed fur selecting & Schoel house.

§ 11. The Trustees of cach Schoul district shall hold their offices
for two years from the time of their eleetion, and until others shall
be elected in their place. In case of vacancy from any cause, if the
same shall not be supplied by a district meeting within one month
thereafier, the County Superintendent may appoint any person resi-
ding in such district to fill such vacancy.

§ 12. Every person duly chosen or appointed to any such office
who, without sufficient cause, shall refuse to serve therein, shali for.
feit the sum of twenty dollars, and not having refused to accept shall
neglect the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars.

13. Itshall be the duty of the Trustees of every School district,
and they shall have the power,

1. T'o call special meetings of the inhabitants of such district lia-
ble to pay taxes whenever they shall deem it necessary and proper.

2. 'T'o give notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings, by
affixing a notice in writing of the time and place for such meeting
upon the outer door of the School house, at least six days before the
time appointed for such meeting. :

3 T'o make a tax list of every district tax voted by any such meet-
ing, containing the names of all the taxable inhabitants residing in
the district at the time of making out the list, and the amount of tax
payable by each inhabitant set opposite his name. -

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant directed to the collector of
the district for the eollection of the sums in such list mentioned, with
five cents on each dollar for his fees. ’

5. To purchase or lease a site for the District School house, as
designated by a meeting of the district, and to build, hire, or pur-
chase, keep in repair and furnish, such School house, with necessary
appendages, out of the funds collected and paid to them for such pur-

ose,
3 G. To have the custody and safe keeping of the School house.

7. To notify the County Superintendent of the wish of their dis-
trict for a teacher, and to recommend to him such teacher, to collect
the residue of the wages of such teacher, not provided for out of the
State and County School Funds by rate bills, or in case of any de-
ficiency, by tax levied upon the inhabitants of such district.

8. 'Toexempt from the payment of teacliers’ wages such indigent
persons within the district as they shall think proper, and to certily
1o the collector such exemptions.

9. To make out a rate bill in which each person shail be charged
such proportion of the whole amount to be rais:d as the number of
children sent by him bears 1o the whole number -of children baving
been in attendance upon school for the term, and said bill shall also
add five cents for each dollar to be collected from each, to be collect-
ed by the collector for the fees of such collectien.
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10. To deliver such rate bill with the warrant annexed to the col-
lector of the district, who shall execute the same jn like manner with
cther warrants directed by them to him.

14. In making out a tax list, the Trustees shall apportion the tax
on all the taxable inhabitants within the district, according to their
taxable property at the time of making out such list, and for building
a school house, all the property within the district shall be liable to
taiation, such taxable property to be ascertained as far as possible
from the assessment rolra of the county.

§ 15. Every taxable inhabitant of a district, who shall have been
within four years set off from any other School-District, by the Su-
perintendent, without his consent, and shall within that period have
actually paid in such other districts, under a lawful assessment thereln,
a district tax for building a school house shall be exempted by the
Trustees of the district where he shall reside, from the payment of
any tax for huilding a school house therein.

§ 16. Every district tax shall be assessed, and the tax list thereof
be made out by the Trustees, within one month after the district
meeting, in which the tax shall have been voted.

3 17. The warrant annexed to any tax list or rate bill, shall be
under the hands and seals of the Trustees, or a majority of them, and
shall command the Collector to collect from every person in such tax
list or rate bill named, the sum therein set opposite to his name ; and
in case any inhabitant shall not pay such sum on demand, to levy the
same of his goods and chattels, in the same manner as an execution
issued by a justice of the peace, together with his fees, and to makg
a return of such warrant within thirty days after the delivery thereof.

§ 18. If the sum or sums of mouey payable by any person named,
in such tax list or rate bill, shall not be paid by him, it shall and may
be lawful for the ‘Trustees to renew such warrant, in respect to suck
delinquent person ; or in case such person shall not reside within their
district at the time of making out such tax list or rate bill, or shall
not reside therein at the expiration,of such warrant, and no goods or
chattels, or lands, can be found -therein, whereon to levy the samo,
the T'rustees may sue for and recover the same in their name of office.

§ 19. Where no property other than real estate can be found
within such district whereon to levy the same, the tax Collector of
soch district shall send the amount due thereon to the tax Collector
of the county, who shall be required to coliect the same, in the same
manner as other taxes in his county, adding thereto the etpenses of
collection, and when so collected, shall pay over the same to the Col-
lector of such School District.

§ 20. The Trustees of,each School District shall have power to
appoint the tax Collector of the distriet, and who shall give bonds In
the sum of five hundred dollars, to the said Trustees, by their name
of office, and whose appointment shall be for two years, and in case
of vacancy the said Trustees shall have the power of filling the same.

§ 21. One of the said Trustees shall act as Clerk of the Board,
and safely keep all papers and records of such district, and such re-
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tords shall be kept in a well bound book, to be preserved and deliv.
ered to his succeasor in office ; such Clerk shall also have charge of '
the School Library, when there shall be one under such regulations
as the State Superintendent shall prescribe.

' § 22. The Trustees of each School District shall, after the first
day of January in every year, and on or before the first day of March
thereafter, make and transmit a report in writing to the Superintend-
ent of Common Schools for such county, dated on the first day of
January of the year in which it shall be transmitted. J

§ 23. Every such report shall specify—

_1. The whole time any School has been kept in their District dus
ring the year ending on the day previous to the date of such report,

2. The amount of monies received during such year, and o 10
ner in which such monies have been expended. e

3. The number of children taught during the year.

4. The number of white children residing in the District on tthe
first day of December, previous to the making of such report, over
the age of five years and under the age of sixteen years, and he
names of the parents or other persons with whom such children shall
resg:eﬂive]y reside, and the number of children residing with each.

§ 24. All property now vested in the Trustees of any School Dis-
trict, for the use of Schools in the District, or which may be hereaf.
ter tsansferred to such Trustees, for that purpose, shall be held by
them as a corporation. -

§ 25. The Trustees of each School District shall, on the expira-
tion of their offices, render to their successors in office, and to the
District, at a District meeling, a just and true account in writing, of
all monies received by them respectively, for the use of their District,
and ofthe manner in which the same shall have been expended; which
account shall be recorded in the district record book, to be provided
for entering all the acts and proceedings of such Trustees, and which
shall be kept by their Clerk, and delivered over to their successors.

§ 26. Any balance of such monies which shall appear from such
account, to remain in the hands of the Trustees, or either of them,
at the time of rendering the account, shall immediately be paid to
some one of their successors in office.

§ 27. Every Trustee who shall refuse or neglect to render such
account, or to pay over any balance so found in his hands, shall, for
euch offence, forfeit the sum of twenty-five dollars.

§ 28, It shall be the duty of his successors in office to prosecute
without delay, in their name of office, for the recovery of such for-
feiture, such forfeit money to be applied to school purposes; they
shall also sue for and recover any unpaid balance in the hands of n
former Trustee or his representatives, and shall he entitled to re-
cover twenty-five per. cent. interest on the balance so unpaid.

§ 29. All bonds or securities taken by the Trustees from the Col-
h;cior of their District, shall, on the expiration of their oflice, be de-
livered over to their successors in office. ‘

§ 30. The Eo]lector of each School District shall be allowed
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eight cents on every dollar collected and paid over by him, and ir
shall be his duty to collect and pay over to the Trustees of his dis-

. trict, or some one of them, all monies which' he shall be required by
warrant to collect, within the time limited by.such warrant for its
return, and take a receipt therefor.

§ 31. The Trustees of every School District shall be required 10
prosecute and sue for all monies, if not paid over by the Collector of
their District, in same manner s prescrihed i the 28th section of
this chapter, relative to former Frustees.

§ 32. Any person considering himself aggrieved in consequence
of any decision made, or any act done by any Scheol District meet-
ing, or by the Trustees of any School Pistrict, or the refusal of such
Trustees to do any act, or perform any duty required by him, ma
appeal to the County Superintendent, whose decisions thereon, ag
ter a hearing of the parties, shall be final. -

§ 83. The Trustees of any School District, or any other persons, _

‘conceiving themselves aggrieved by the County Superintendent, in
forming, altering, or in refusing to form or alter any School District,
may appeal to the State Superintendent, whose decisien thereor
shall be final.

' REPORT OF HON. WM. A. FORWARD.

—

Fo his Excellency W. D. MoseLEY,
Governor of the State of Florida :

Stz :—In compliance with a commission from you, appointing me
“ a Commissioner for the Eastern District of Florida to examine and
report on the subject of a Common School System for the State,” |
respectfully submit the following Bill as my Report, believing that
no remarks are necessary in addition thereto to a perfect compre-
kension of my views, viz: ~#

—_—

AN ACT establishing a Common School System for the State of
Florida.

SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent.
atives %‘f the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That
there shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, a Superintendent of Common Schools,
who shall hold his office fora term of four years, unless sovner re-
moved by the concurrent action of the Governor and Senate for
good cause shewn, whose duty it shall be to visit, at least once in
each year, every school organized under this act, also every county
and every township in which there are settlers, assist in the organi-
zation of schools, and in the procuring of suitable teachers, to lec-
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ture in each school, county, and townnhilp on all suitable occasions,
urging upon the people the necessity of earnest attention to their
schools, to address the pupils, visit the teachers, and as many as pos-
sible of the families, using his influence on all occasions for the ben-
efit of the cause which he is employed to advocate and superintend.
He shall make a report, both historical and suggestive, to every ses-
sion of the Legislature, and oftener if required by the Governor.— .
In said report, among other things, he shall commend to the favora-
ble notice of the public all teachers who may have distinguished
themselves in the practice of their profession, and also every individ.
ual pupil who may be deserving of such distinction, and under the
direction of the Board of Education, he shall furnish all requisite
blank forms for returns. e

§-2..Be it further enacted, That no person shall be. eligible to
the office of Superintendent of Common Schools who is not at the
time of his appointment of the full age of thirty years, a citizen of
the United States, and who has not resided within the State of Flo-
rida two years.

§ 3. Ige it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to the Su-
perintendent of Common Schools the sum of & for his salary,
and the sum of 8 for travelling expenses, to be paid quarterly
out of the common school fund hereinafier provided.,

COMMISSIONERS OF COMMON SCIIOOLS.

4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Clerk
of the Circuit Court in each Counly, and in cases where counties
are consolidated for judicial purposes, in such counties as are consol.
idated and for which he is elected -Clerk, to order an election to be
held at the precincts therein on the first Monday in May next, and
every two years thereafter, for the election of Commissioners of C_om,
mon Schools, under such laws, forms, restrictions, rules and regulations
as are provided for the election of county officers throughout the State,
and as are not inconsistent with this act, requiring returns of said
election to be made to the Clerk instead of to the Judge of Probate,
and that the Clerk should gives certificates of election, and do all
other things required, instead of the Judge of Probate, )

' § 5. Be it further enacted, That there shall be elected in each_
and every county as many Commissioners of Common Schools there _
in as there are townships, and fractional townships, and parts of tow u
ships within said county, and one Commissioner to be lalgen fr°m
each township, and fractional township, and part of township, provi-
ding there is a person eligible to the office living in said township,
and factional township, and part of township. That said Commis-
sioners when elected shall be Trustees of all the lands selected for
common school purposes within and for the respective townships, and
fractional townships, and parts of townships in said county ; and un-
til the sale of said lands they shall take under their care said lands,
and my lease out the same, if they think proper, and shall be a body
corporate by the name of * Commissioners of Common Schools” in
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their said county, and shall be capable of suing and being sued, and
shall possess all the powers necessary for the collection of rents and
for the purposes of preserving said lands from waste or damage.—
That said Commissioners shall meet at the Court House in their re.
“spective counties, and if there be no Court House in said county, then
at some house at or near the county site, at least once a quarter,
commencing with the first Monday in June sfter their election, and
at such other times and places as they may be required to assemble
by order of their President. 'That they shall keep a record of all
the proceedings of each meeting, which shall be always open for in-
spection, That at their first meeting they shall appoint one of their
body President, and another Secretary, and a majority of said Com.
missioners shall always be a quorum for the transaction of business,
and in the absence of the President or Secretary, they may elect per-
sons to fill those offices, or either of them, pro tem,

§ 6. Be it further enacted, That the said * Commissioners of Com-
mon Schools” shall, among their other duties, act as School Inspectors ;
and for this purpose teachers wishing to avail themselves of the pri- .
vileges of this act, shall apply to them for a License, and it shall be
their duty, at an early day as possible, at some convenient place to be
appointed, to examine the applicants as to their qualifications as
teachers; and if found qualified, to give them a license, in such form
as may be prescribed by the Board of Education, and to revoke said
license for good cause. They shall visit and thoroughly inspect the
schools, making themselves familiar with all the details of their man-
agement in all respects. They shall require from each teacher quar-
terly reports concerning their school, comprising tabular statements
made in such a form- ds may be indicated by blank forms to be fur-
nished by the Superintendent, under the direction of the Board ot
Education. They shall make annual reporis to the Board of Educa-
tion, embracing a statement of proceeds of school lands, and all their
transactions relative therelo, also names of teachers licensed, and
general remarks upon the management and merits of teachers, and
of the distinguished pupils of each school, and make such suggestions
as will, in their opinion, impgove the system.

§ 7. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligible to
the office of * Commissioner of Common Schools,” who is not at the
time of his election a citizen of the United States, and a qualified
voter for Assemblyman and County cfficers in said County, and at
the time of his election a resident in the township, or fractional
township, or part of township, for which ke is elected—unless there
be no person eligible to election in said township, or fractional
township, or part of township, then, in that case, a Commissioner,
duly qualified in other respects, may be taken from any other town.
ship, or fractional township, or part of township in the county, and
designated as Commissioner for the said vacant township. That
the Commissioners elected under the provisions of this act, shall re-
ceive the certificates of their election from the Clerk of the Circuit
Court, and shall serve, unless they remove from the County.
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§ 8. Be it further enacted, That said Commissioners of Common
Schools shall be elected by the joint vote of the county; and voters
therefor shall have the qualifications of voters for Assemblymen and.
County officers, and the elections therefor shall be conducted, ex-
cept as herein otherwise provided, in the same manner as the elec-
tion for County officers, and elections to fill vacancies shall be or.
dered in conformity to the spirit of this act; and that the voters, at
their elections, shall designate upon their ticket the particular town-
ship, or fractional township, or part of township, for which the indi-
vidual for whom they vote, is to act as Commissioner ; and that the
certificate of said Commissiouer shall specify for what township, or
fractional township, or part of township, they are elccted. .

§ 9. Beil further enacted, That the sales of school lands in or
belonging to townships, shall not be made without the consent, in
writing, of the Commissioner for that particular township ; and that
his consent thus given shall, in all cases, and for all purposes, be
coasidered the consent of all the inhabitants residing in said county;
and that, in cases where townships lie within two or more counties,
in consequence of being divided by county lines, then, in such case,
the consent of all the Commissioners for that township shall be ne-
cessary.

$ 10. Beit further cnacted, That it shall be the further duty of the
Commissioners of Common Schools so soor as returns be made tothem
of the respective lands in, or belonging to each:township, to erect
suitahle school h . in such pl asthey may designate ; selecting,
if subservient to the public interest, sites from said township school
lands, and which, when selected, shall be reserved from sale ; but
when sites cannot conveniently be selected from said lands, then
they are hereby autharised, with the consent of the Board of Educa-
tion, to purchase land sufficient for that purpose, taking deeds there-
fore in the name ‘of themselves and their successors in office. The
expenses of said purchase shall be provided for by the Board of .Ed-
ucation. That when, in the discretion of said Commissioners, it is
necessary to erect, or cause to be erected, a scheol house, it sl[all
be lawful for them, if they deem it expedient, to call upon the in-
habitants residing within a reasonable distarce from said contem-
plated building, for labor or taxes in aid of the erection thereof:
nnd any person refusing to furnish said aid, or pay said taxes, upon
reasonzble notice, shall be disqualified from voting in said county
for any school officer for one year.

A COMMON SCIIOOL.

§ 11. Be it further enacted, That to constitute a Common School,
80 as to entitle the teacher thereof to draw money under this act,
the said school shall embrace a teacher regularly licensed by the
aforesaid Commissioners, or Board of Trustees, and at least seven
children, male and female, who shall not be all of one family ; and
in those townships of the State where the population is too sparse to
organize & school in one settlement. there mey he two or more



30

neighborhoods embraced, and the School Commissioners may allow
the teacher to itinerate fiom neighborhood to neéighborhood, teach.
ing the children thereof as best can be done ; and tho whole of his
or bher itinerancy shall be embraced in one school, and Trustees
elected, and returns made accordingly.

§ 12. Be it further enacted, That there shall be elected annually
in cach Common School, by the parents and guardians sending chil.
dren to said school, in such manner and mode as they may agree up-
on among themselves, two or more TrusTEEs, the returns of whose
election shall be made, by some one of the voters, to the Commis.
sioner of Common Schools for the county, That it shall be the
duty of said Trustees to employ the teachers for their respective
schools, and make such agreement with them as may be desired by
a majortiy of the contributors to said school ; and afier Trustees are
elected for a particular school, they shall have the charge of ths
school house or houses, and no one shall teach therein without their
permission and engagement. That said Trustees shall certify, upon
each return of the teacher, the number of scholars in their said
school, and such other facts embraced therein, as are within their
knowledge ; they shall visit the school once a month, and oftener if
possible, and see that their teacher makes the necessary reports, and

in all things performs his duty.
' TEACHERS.

§ 13. Be it further enacted, That no school teacher shall draw,
or be entitled to any of the Common School Fund of this State; who
is not a regularly licensed teacher under the provisions of this act,
and who has not, in his or her charge, a regularly organized school,
according to the provisions hereof, and who does not make the regu.
lar returns herein required of him or her. That all teachers in ap.
plying for a distributive share of said fund, shull make quarterly re.
turns to the Commissioners, certified to by the Trustees of the
school, of the number of scholars in each school, and such other facts,
and in such tabular form, as hesmay be required to render, by the
Beard of Education, the Superintendents, the Commissioners and
Trustees, or either of them. ‘That each teacher shall receive, by
order of the Board of Education, such sum for each scholar in his or
her school, as the Board of Education may consider the funds will
warrant, which amount shall be paid to him or her, or his or her
oriler, semi-annually ; and in case the teacher should teach for a less
period than six months, then he or she shall receive his-or her school
money, in proportion to the time.

! ,BOARD OF EDUCATION.
§ 14. Be it further enacted, That the Governor of the State of
Florida, the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Register
of Public Lands, the Comptroller, the Treasurer, and the Superin.

tendent of Common Schools, shall constitute a Board of Education,
within the meaning of thisact; of which Board the Superintendent
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of Common Schools shall be ex-officio President. They shall con
vene semi-annually, and oftener if the public geod-re uifeylt the seat
o.f Government, 'and for their services in this Board qslull' not bue.“!
titled to any pay, but may allow and pay out of the fund under lhel!‘
control any necessary and reasonable clerk hire ‘and any neeessa ik
aug r:;m;nble }ontingenl expenses, i i i
- Beit further enacted, That the sai io
shall keep. faithful record of all the ;.)rm:eea:ling:l o?:‘l:i‘i n‘::ell“:d.cmw:l.
of all their acts and doings, which books of record shall Ix:nog" =
all times for inspection. T'hey shall by such rules, regulation l;:;;t
and reelrictions, make such provision as they may deem nece:n ﬁ:;.
the uufe-kee_plqg of the Common School Fund, and for the investry A
and appropriation thereof, according te the spirit and meanip omqt
act, the acts of Congress, and all other acts now enacted orgh 'f!
ter tol ge ;gnucl}c.l, connected with this subject. 2
- Be it further enacted, That the said B H
shall keep a record of the names of all such pupi‘l)sB :du :{a%dl?:?'::o n
time to time reported (as herein provided) as deserving of diatincliom -
which said pupils shall stand as “ Cadets” for free education b thm
SIarg, undex_- lhq direction of the Board of Education, in an o{ llle
Public Seminaries of this State, and shall rank and be emilleyd to ude
mission therein, according to the dute of his or her being so re rted,
§ 17. Be 4 Jurther enacted, That the « Commissioners ol'p‘())om:
Egn Schools” shall pay annually into the Treasury of the Board of
s ucation, such sum or sums of money as shall come into their hands
ror:; the rent or other proceeds of the sixteenth sections, that the pro-
fheeet :e:z:L;gof;:;; L[;?dsges o‘{ snruli;:juleemb sections, shall be paid into
f 1d Board of Education, and the principal
by them ; the interest of which to be appropri d peigisde foni
il of by the rding
the provisions and spirit of thisact thgrlh[;r;ia-te it s o
ofthe sale of land'sold by Congresu' and th o ser_cant ol ey
eral Government as the Territory’ g o !‘ron'x i
y's share of the distribution of th
proceeds of the sales of the public Jands shall be paid i Treast.
r}f of the said Board of Education, and' which B%aalfdl:zt::rz‘l?a::'
;rzs:;n:,eéobdelmhand and rsceive the same, and the same shall bg ap'
‘ed by them according to the provisi iri is act,
and which fu’nd provided in I‘ghis secli;:m sha‘l)lnfs'r:;d:l;:z:ttf (l]'gr't"lz'a-r‘
mon Schools " to be called the Common School Fund o
di §l]t8. li!le it further enacted, That as it may not be deemed expe-
Oregac?izﬁﬂtl:ﬁ‘?;;:?;:h se[(:,;mn; belorﬁ-lging to some of the townships,
: » until a favorable time, it shall be lawiul fo
:!l:? :al:ih eBoard. of Eduecation to apply for the benefit of such lownf
w‘f ’h' I::omes amlng_f'rom the sale of Jands of any of the other
nships, by way of an investment, to be refunded when the land
selected for such township shall be sold, e
B“]tl'?(.] geézfurt_lwr enacted, That it shall be the further duty of the
. u[canon to keep separate uccounts with each lc;\\'nship
: ‘ba.c tonal ‘township, and annually report the same, crediting a
ownship or fractional township by its No. and County, or any other
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appropriate designation, with amounts received, to its credit, and de«
biting the same with the amounts expended therefor, a statement of
which shall also be furnished by the Board yearly, to the Commis«
sioners of Common Schools in each county.

§ 20. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the said
Bourd of Education to procure from the Register of Public Lands. n
list of selections of the lands for each township or fraetional townshlp,
having the sume inscribed carefully in a book for preservation, a copy
shall be furnished by said Board to the Commissioners of Commor
Schools in each county, embrating only the lands within their rea-
pective counties ; and when stle are made of any of said lands, the
same, with the proceeds of sale and names of purchasers, shall zlso
be entered in said book, and a copy furnished to the Commissioners
in the county in which the lands were situated.

§ 21. Beit furlher enacted, 4That all fractional townships in each
county, and all parts of townships in each county, made parts of town.
ships by county lines, shall be deemed as townships, and all the pro-
visions of this act shall apply to such fractional townships, and such
parts of townships, the same as though they were townships, except-
ing as otherwise provided herein.

§ 22. Be it further enacted, That in case from any cause, there
should be a vacancy in the office of Superintendent of Common
Schools, it shall, and may be lawful, for the Governor, in vacation, to
fill up the vacancy for the unexpired term, by appointment; which
appointment shall ceaso at the end of the session of the first Legisla-
ture thereafter, unless the same shall be confirmed by the Senate.
That vacancies in the office of Commissioners of Common Schools,
shall be filled for the unexpired term, by new election, which shall
be ordered by the Clerk, as provideq herein ; and vacancies of Trus.
tees shall be filled by election of the parents and guardians of the
respective scholars in each school.

§ 23. Be it further enacted, That any person damaging or com.
mitting waste upon any of the township school lands in this State, shall
be liable to be indicted, and on convi€tion,shall be fined or imprisoned,
atthe discretion of the Jury trying the complaints.

§ 24. Be it further enacted That if any Commissioner of Com-
mon Schools, who may be elected under the provisions of this act,
shall, while he resides in said county, refuse to accept or neglect to
perform the duties of his office, he shall be liable to be indicted fora
misdemeanor, and on conviction, shall be fined at the discretion of a
Jury.

§ 25. Be it furlher enacled, That if any of the officers enumeras
ted in this act, shall wiltully misappropriate, or shall apply to his own
use, any of the funds enumerated in this act, he shall be liable to be
indicted, and on conviction, shall be fined in a sumn not exceeding
double the amount so misappropriated or used, or imprisoned not ex-
ceeding two years at the discretion of a Jury, and shall be forever dis.
qualified from holding any office in this State.

§ 26. Be il further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in-
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istent with this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed, and
ﬁo:t:;’;:ege Xlle duty of* the Judges of the Circuit Courts of this State
to give this act in charge to the Gr{md Juries.

eadine this Bill, your Excellency will readily perceive,
ll:alt’ pi‘:.nisr madE in nmicigalion of the sale of the School lands,
without which, I am unable to devise a Common School System
throughout the State. As our Legislature have, by resolution passed
12th December, 1845, requested our Representatives in Congress, to
urge thoe passage of a law giving to the State a.uthc_mly'to sELL the
School lands, there can be no doubt but that such a Bill will be passed
during the coming session of Congress ; that being done, I am una.
ble to perceive any obstacle in the way of carrying out the system
shore reported: I have the honor to be,

Your Ob’t. Serv’t.,

WILLIAM A. FORWARD:

St. Augustine, E. Florida, Oct. 11, 1847.

REPORT OF HON. WM. MARVIN.

To His Excellency Wt D. MosLey,
Gm:er)p{wr of the State of Florida :

Stx :—I had the honor, sometime during the last summer, to re-
ceive from your Excellency a commission, appointing me a Com.
missioner of Common Schools for the Southern District of the State.
"This appointment, I suppose, was made under the authority of 2 res.
olution of the last General Assembly, * requesting the Govarnor to
appoint in each division of the State two competent persons, who
ghall be requested to submit (o the next General Assembly, a plan
for the establishment of a system of Common Schools adapted to
their section of the State, with such remarks as may scem to them
necessary to a perfect comprehension of their views; and also to

give their views with regard to the establishment of Academies, and’

the two Universitics, and the manner of their organization: Pro*
vided, That no compensation shall be paid to the persons so ap-

inted.” )
pOII[:l compliance with the request contained in this rc;nhsnnn.l[
herewith sabmit to your Excellency, to be laid before the (-u!:l‘g!al
Assembly; a bill to Lo entitled, “ An Act to provide for the r".'-'lulmah-
ment of Schonls througliout the State”—which is as well adapted to
this section of the State, and also to the whole State, as I a1 capa-

aking it. '

ble[';f;slg submit a few remarks upon the bill, as requested, in order
to facilitate a correct understanding of its principal provisions.

It is known to every person acquainted with the lnmncutl re-
sources and condition of the State, that a system oi rce schoos, or
achools supported at the State expense, cannct, al presenty be main<

5
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tained, without resorting to an increascd rate of taxation. The'
School Fund is still in an elementary condition, and, to a considera-
ble degree, is yet to be created. Besides the income of this small-
fund, I know of no means possessed by the State, but direct taxation,
with which to defray the expenses of a system of free_schools. To
taxation for this object, and to the extent necessary.to the success of
a system of free schools, I do not think that the people are prepared
to consent. A system of entirely free schools then, for this State, is,
I think, entirely out of the question, for some years to come. Schools
can only be established and maintained by the voluntary exertions
of individuals, aided, in some degree, by the income of the school
fund, and associated together with & view to an apportionment and
division of the expense.

The State, however, can do much to assist in the establishment
and maintenance of schools, [t can, as its revenues increase, and
opportunity offers, augment the school fund, by grants and donations.
It can provide by law for lhel{;rudem and careful management and
administration of this fund, and apply the annual income to teachers
salaries, or charges for tuition, and thus diminish the expense to
parents. It can aid parents in associating, and uniting their efforts
in the support of schools, by passing laws giving a legal sanction to
their association, and efficiency to their exertions.

The bill submitted is drawn up with reference to these general
views of the subject. It is divided into five heads or articles, for the
convenience of reference, as well as for a more ready understanding
of the whole subject. Article I, treats of the School Fund, its man-
agement, investment, and the distribution of its income. Article II,
treats of the State Superintendent of Schools and his duties.  Arti-
cle III, treats of the County Superintendent and his duties. Article
IV, treats of School Districts and Schools. Article V, treats of Ap-
peals to the State Superintendent. I submit a few remarks upon
each of these articles. And first:

ARTICLE I.
Of the Séhool Fund.

The first section of this article points out the sources of the State
Common School Fund, which are: 1. The five per centum of the
netl proceeds of the sales of the iands of the Uniled Stales, granted
by Congress to the State for the purposes of education. This five
per cent for the year 1345, amounted to $975.80. For the year
1846, $2000 were estimated by the President of the Trustees of tho
seminary lands in his report of that year. 2d. The proceeds of the
sales of the sixteenth sections or school lands in each township. 'These
lands were granted by Congress to the State, for the use of the in-
habitants of the respective townships, in which the section is situated-
—Sce act of Congress of 1845.—By the terms of the grant, the
proceeds of their sale cannot be consolidated into one comimon fund,
and further legislation of Congress is necessary to eflcct this object.

5 agree entirely with what is said by the President of the Trustees of
tho seminary lands, in his excellent report for the year 1846, upon
the subject of the expediency of selling these lands, and consolidating
the proceeds. - No considerable numher_of schouls_c:m ever be es.
tablished, or organized in this State, with any reference to town.
ship lines. Butl incline to differ with him in supposing that Con-
gress will require the consent of the inhabitants of* each particular
township, to such consolidation. 1t is true, that in the acls_o[' Con-
gress authorizing Ohio, Indiana, and Alabama, to sell ll}exr school
lands, a proviso is inserted, requiring the consent of the inhabitants
of each township to be given, previous to the s_ale. and also a pro.
viso, securing to the inhabitants of each township the proceeds of its
own sixteenth section. But it isto be remarked, in relation to the orig.
inal grants of these lands, that they were made, not to the State for
the use of the inhabitants, &c., but to the inhabitants themselves, so
that the State could neither manage nor sell them. Not so as to
the Florida grant. Itis made to the State for the use, &e. Is it
not probable that Ohio, Indiara and Alabama, simply sough!. of
Congress authority to sell their lands, and that the Representatives
from these States, themselves, caused the provisos and restrictions to
be inserted in the bill, as consistent with their own State policy in
relatidn to Schools:  As to Ohio, and I believe also as to Indiana,
their schools are established and organized in refercnce to township
boundaries, as is the case also ir New York, and in the New Eng-
land States generally. The Ghio act is the first in order of time, and
the Indiana and Alabama acts appear to be mere copies of it

“The practice of Congress reserving the sisteenth cection from sale
and granting it for the support of schools within the townships, com-
menced as early as 1785, under the coafederation. It was first ap-
plied to the North-west Territory, out of which have since been form -
ed the States of Ohig, Indiana, lllincis, Michigan, lowa. &c. Asto
this Territory, it could, at that carly day, have been very casily fore-
seen, that it would possess, i the future, a very Cense white popula-
tion, and be settled principally with emizrants from New Lingland
and New York, who were familiar from thicir earliest reccllections,
with the civil and political divisions of the country into townships,
with their sclect men, supecvisois, town clerks, &c.; and whose
schools had always been estaldisiicd and organized with reference to
township lines. It couid be forczeen, too, from the uniform and gen-
eral fertility of the country, that nearly every township would be ca.
pable of. supporting a number of schools. 1t was in relation to this
country, that the sixteenih section was first reserved from s_nlc for the
maintainance of public schools within the townskip. Fach instance of
reservation since, (with one exception, which 1 shall soon nnl}ca)_has
followed in the same track, one law being ofien servilely copied from
another, without any inquiry in relation to, or consideration for»fhe dif-
ference in country, climate, or people, until we find in tlus_hmtcz a
large majority of the sixteenth sections limited to the use of the in.
habitants of townships that will either never be inhabited at all, or if
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inhabited, not with people enough to support a school ; and the inhabi,
tants of the State are generaﬁy totally unacquainted with the civil
and political divisions of townships—1what was wise, politic and prac-
ticable in the Northwest Territory, is neither the one nor the other in
Florida. This apparent disregard of the dillerence of country, cli-
mate and people, has been the result, I think, not of design, not of a
determination on the part of Congress to adhere to one unbending,
undeviating rule, however inapplicable to particular cases, butto a
want of thought, of proper consideration on the part of the persons
who have had the particular matter in charge. It is easier to copy
a law than to draw up a new bill, and copy has followed copy in each
of the acts of Congress on the subject, with one exception, and that
isin the case of Michigan. In the supplementary act admitting Mich.
igan into the Union, passed in 1830, the sixteenth section is granted
to the State absolutely and unconditionally, and without any declara-
ratiori of a use or benefit in favor of the inhabitants of the particular
township. What Congress then did in relation to Michigan, where
schools can be organized upon the basis of townships, and where that
division is familiar to the people, it will do for Florida, where schools
cannot be organized with reference to townships, and where such po-
litical divisions do not exist.  All that this State wants is the princi-
ple of the Michigan act applied to it,—and I feel persuaded, that our
Senators and Representative, il themseives in favor of the change,
cannot fail to procure it for the State.

It is possible, however, that Congress may consider the grant al.
ready made as vesting such an interest in the inhabitants ol the res-
pective townships, as that body might not feel authorized to vary or
qualify, -without the consent of the inhabitants, of each township in-
terested.  But Lincline to think that the request of the General As.
sembly would be deemed by that body a suflicient consent, particnlar-

Iy, as these sections are rot in possession of the townships, and no |

townskip schools have been established. It would be well at any
rate to make the application te Congress for leave to seli these Jands
and consolidate the proceeds ; and it the Congress should refuse leave,
unless the consent ol the inhabitants of the townships be given, then
it will be proper for the General Assembly to consider in what other
mode such consolidation can bgst be efiected.  The difliculties of ob-
taining the consent of the inhabitants of the respective townships,
appear to me alimost insuperable.  Many of the townships are unin-
habited, and probably always will be ; others have few inhabitants ;
the township lines are unknown to the inhabitants; and in the town.
ships where the section is good for any thing, they will not consent
to the consolidation.

T'he section of the bill under consideration provides, that the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the sixteenth sections, whenever they may be
lawfully consolidated, shall constitute a common fund.

The next item mentioned in the section as constituting a part of
the school fund, is—** The nett procecds of all estales, real or per-
sanal, escheating or reverting to the State, on account of a defeet of
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heirs or next of kin.” As to this item, little need be said. Such es.
cheats and reversions arecan unexpected acquisition, that may well be
diverted from the ordinary revenues of the State and applied to the
support of schools. . :

The next item is the “ nelt procceds, afler the payment of salvage -
and other expenses, of all property found on the coasts or shores of the
State, or brought into the Stale or its porls as wreck or derelect of the
sca, in the sensc of the maratime law, and for which no owncr shall ap-
pear and establish his claim within a year and a day.” The term
“wreck,” by the common law, means property cast on shore by the
sea, but by the maritime Jaw it has a more extensive signification,
and comprehends also property lost or wrecked at sea. The phrase.
“ derelict of the sea” means property deserted or abandoned at sea.
Wreck and derelict of the sea, by the ancient common law, belong.
ed to the King as the sovereign of the country. The King often
granted to lords of manors the right to wrecks on the coast.  After
the conquest of England by William, Duke of Normandy, the King
granted to the Lord High Admiral, a high officer of State, the right
to all wreck and derelict of the sea. No subject has in many years
held that office. It is vested in the King, and he, not jure coronae,
ar as King, but as the Lord Iligh Admiral, claims wreck and dere-
lict of the sca. In this country we have neither King nor Lord
High Admiral to claim droits of Admiralty, and the ancient rule of
the common law, which is also the rule of all civilized nations, and
which gives to the sovereign wreck and derelict of the sea, is in full
force. The people arc the sovereign, and as such, have the right to
all wreck and derelict of the sea, in the absence of the true owner.
Whether the people of a State, or of the United States, have this
right, may perhaps admit of some question ; and, although the right
to wreck may be admitted to be in the State, the right to legislate in
regard to wreck, may be in the Congress. Under the grant of power to
regulate commerce, Congress may, undoubtedly, pass laws for the se.
curity, sale, &c., of wrecked property and derelict of the sea ; but
until Congress does pass laws upon the subject, I deem it entirely
proper, that the State Legislature should provide by law for the pay-
ment into the State Treasury of the nett proceeds of all” sales of
wreck and derelict of the sea, allowing a year and a day, which is
the period of time fixed by the maratime law, for the owner to appear
in and establish his claim.

In a State having so extensive, and, in many parts, so dangerous, a
sea coast as this, the proceeds of the sales of this species of property
ought, in the course of a few years, to amount to a considerable sum ;
and as they constitute no part of the ordinary revenues of the State,
and arise out of the misfurtunes and calamities of mostly strangers
and foreigners, they may be made a very appropriate ofiering to the
cause of education.

The items mentioned, together with such additions as may here-
afier he made to the school fund, by grants from the Legislature, do.
nations from individuals, or in any other manner. are aeclared in the
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soction 1o constituto a permanent and common fund, the interest of
which shall be applied to the support of schools throughout the State.

In relation to the general management and investment of this fund,
but little need be said. I think the bill is clear, and will be fully un-
derstood on this subject. I prefer that the fund should be managed
by the Comptroller, &c. to the creation of any new office for that
purpose. ‘The Comptroller will generally be a fit and competent
officer to have the charge of the investment of the fund, the collec.
tion of the interest, &c. As to the investment, the bill authorizes
the funds to be invested either in State or United States stocks, or
loaned to the citizens of the State, upon the sccurity of bond and
mortgage” upon unincumbered real estate.

In making loans, the princip1l inatters for consideration and to be
desired, are the security of the money loaned, the prompt payment of
the interest, and a ready and cheap mode of enforcing payment of
the debt, if it be not voluntarily made. On these points, it appears to
me that the bill is sufficiently guarded. The money is to be loaned
on the security of bond and mortgage. upon unincumbered real es-
tate, with double the amount loaned, in small sums, and for ghort pe-
riods of time. If default be made in the payment of either interest
or principal, the whole debt is to hecome due, and the bond and mort-
gage are to have the effect of a judgment at law, and the Comptroller
may, at once, issue his warrant in the nature of an execution for the
collection of the debt. I think the money can be loaned upon thess
terms, and if so, these or terms of a similar character ought to be
oxacted.,

The 9th. section of the bill provides for the annual apportionment
of the interest or income of the school fund amengst the several
counties of the State, in proportion to the number of white children
between the ages of six and eighteen residing in each. Inorder to
understand the operation and practicability of this section, it is neces-
aary to advert to subsequent parts of the bill. By these, it is provi-
ded that County Superintendents of schools shall be elected in each
county, who are authorized, among other things, to set off and estab.
Jish school districts within their respective countias. The inhabi-
tants of each school district elect three Trustees, who have the gen-
eral management of the aftiirs of the school, build the school house,
employ the teacher, &c., and whose duty it is also made to make a
roport every year to the County Superintendent, stating in their re-
port the number of white children between the ages of six and eigh.
teen residing within their district on the first day of July. From
these reports the County Superintendent makes out and forwards to
the State Superintendenty before the first day of December, a report,
stating the whole number of children between these ages residing
in the county, so that the State Superintendent, on the first day of
December, is fully informed as to the number of children in each
county of the State, on the first day of July previous, and the appor-
tionment-according to the rule laid down in the bill becomes a sim-
ple matter of arithmetical calculation. The Seccrctary of State is

Y

39

{o be State Supcrintendent of schools. But no county is (o be enti-
tled to any portion of the school monies, unless a school has been
kept in it for at least threce months in the year. When the appor-
tionment is made, the portion of each county is to be paid to the
County Superintendent, who divides it amongst the several school -
districts in which a school has been kept during the year, according
to the number of children in each, and pays the portion of each dis-
trict to the Trustees, who are required to expend it in the payment of
the teachers’ wages or salary. These various provisions secure, 1st. -
A fair annual apportionment and distribution of the school monies
nmongst the different counties according to the number of children
ineach. 2d. A similar distribution amongst the different school dis.
tricts in cach county in which a school has been kept. 38d. The
applicaticn of these monies to the payment of teachers’ wages, sal.
aries, or charges for tuition.

ARTICLE II.
Of the State Superintendent of Schools.

The bill makes the Secretary of State, by virtue of his office,
State Superintendent of Common Schools. The duties of the Stato
Bupgrintendent are not arduods, and are clearly defined in the bill,
He is, 1st. To apportion the school monies amongst the several
counties, 2d. To make an annual report to the Governor, to be laid
before the General Assembly, of his apportionment, the number of
children in the several counties of the State, the condition of the
schools, &c. 3d. To recommend school books, maps, &c. The
recommendation of the State Superintendent will tend to introduco
into schools a better class of school books than parents or teachers
would be apt to select. Merchants and store keepers will keep on
hand for sale, the books, &c. thus recommended. :

ARTICLE IIL.
Of the County Superintendents.

The duties of the County Superintendents are, 1st. To establish
school districts in his county, 2d. To make an annual report to the
State Superintendent of the number of children, schools, &c. in his
county. 3d. To receive the school mouies allotted to his county, and
apportion them amongst the several school districts. 4th. To visit
the schovls in his county, and endeavor to promote the cause of edu-
cation. 'His office is without fces or emoluments, and he will gen-
erally be selected on account of his superior interest or zcal iu the
cause of education, and his general fitness for the office.

ARTICLE IV.
Of School Districts and Schools.

Although an attentive reading of the bill upon this subject cannot
fail, as I think, to make its provisions understood, yet a cursory and
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general notice of them, in this place, may not bo entirely super-
fluous. ;

According to the provisions of the bill, the County Superintendents’
of each county establish, in their respective counties, school dis-
tricts in the different towns, villages, neifhborhoods and settlements,
as the convenience of the inhabitants may require, and fix the time
and place of the first district meeting of the inhabitants. The in-
habitants of each district, or such of them as are entitled to vote,
whenever lawfully assembled, either at their first or any subsequent
meeting, have power, among other things, to designate a site for the
district school house ; to vote and lay a tax upon the taxable inhabi-
tants of the district for the purpose of building or purchasing a school
house and keeping it in repair; to choose three Trustees, who in
general terms are empowered to execute the votes and resolutions of
the meeting, by building or purchasing the school house, employing
the teacher, &c. The meeting also appoints the time and place of
holding subsequent meetings, and choose a clerk and collector, 'The
inhabitants tax themselves, for building the school house. The Trus-
tees cannot tax them. When the tax is voted, the Trustees appor-
tion it amongst the inhabitants of the district, and fix the amount
which each shall pay according to the value of his property, ascers
tained, as near as may be, from the last assessment roll of the county,
and make out and deliver to the collector of the district the tax list,
with their warrant for its collection. The collector collects the tax
and pays the money to the Trustees, who build or purchase the school
house.  The Trustees also employ the teacher. They apply the
school monies received from the State to the payment of his wages,
salary or charges for tuition, and collect the residue of his wages,
salary or charges for tuition, from the parents or guardians, whose
children or wards have attended the school, according to the number
of children and days attendance which each isliable for. In making
- this collection, they may issue their warrant to the district collector,
who collects the money. They are also empowered to exempt from
the payment of teachers’ wages, salary, or charges for tuition all
such indigent persons within the district as they may think proper.
The Trustees also make an annual report (the form is given) to the
County Superintendent, who reports to the State Superintendent, and
he to the General Assembly. In this way valuable statistical infor-
mation in relation to schools is annually collected and published.

From this briefreview, it will be seen, that the hill points out an
easy and practicable mode, by which the inhabitants of any town,
village and neighborhood, can assemble, and vote a tax, appoint
Trustees to huild a school house, employ a teacher, and manage
the general affairs of the school. A legal sanction is givento the
votes and resolutions of the meeting, and a ready and cheap mode of
collecting the tax, and enforcing payment of the teachers wages or
charges for tution is provided—thus efficiency is imparted to voiun-
tary efforts, and the State aids the enterprise and exertions of indi-
viduals.

—y
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ARTICLE 1V,
Of Appeals.

'I'he atticle provides for appeals in all matters of cofitroversy aris:
Ing under the bill to the State Superintendent. I do not regard the
article as essential to the bill ; but it.can do no harm, and will pro-
bably prove useful. -

I here conclude what I have to say upon the subject of the bill
submitted. Many persons, better informed upon the subject than I
am, will deem what I have already said upnecessary and prolix.
Others may possibly derive some profit from an attentive perusal of
the remarks I have made. They are intended to facilitate a ready
and correct understanding of the bill, upon which I have bestowed a
great deal of labor and reflection, however imperfect and defective
it may prove.

As to the establishment of Academies and the two Universities,
in regard to which the Commissioners are requested to give their
views, Ican, at present, only say, that, believing that the General
Assembly would not probably proceed to pass laws to provide for the
establishment of these, until more of the University lands were sold,
and a larger fund accumulated, I have given to the subject but lit.
tle reflection, and am not prepared to express any settled or well de.
fined views upon the subject. Ibeg leave, however, to suggest, as
worthy ‘of consideration, whether it he not advisable, that Acade.
mies, in the towns and villages, should be connected with the two
Universities as branches, and thus partake ofthe advantages of the
University funds, Such anarrangement would diffuse more general.
ly through the State the benefits of these funds, and the means of edu-
cation, than the exclusive application of them to the endorsement of
two Universities, without such branches, could possibly do.

I regret to say, that in consequence of the absence of the Rev. Mr.
Adams, who was also dppointed a Commissioner for this District, |
have been deprived of the benefits of his views in drawing up the bLill
reported.  All of which is respectfully submitted, &c., &c.

' WM. MARVIN.

OF SCHOOLS.

A BILL to be enlitled An Act to provide for the establishment of
Schools throughout the State.

ARTICLE 1.
Of the School Fuad.

Seerion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Howsc of Represenla-
tives of the State of Florida, in General Asseinbly Convened, as fol-
lotes : "T'he five per cent. of the nett proceeds of the sales of the United
States lands within this State, granted by Congress to the Slate, for
the purposes of education ; and also the proceeds of the saies of the
school lands, or sixtcenth sections in the State, or the lands that may
be selected in lieu thereof, whenever the same shall be sols! under the

6
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authority of the State, or of Congress, and may be lawfully consoii:
dated together with the proceeds of all estates, real or personal, es-

cheating or reverting to the State on account of 4 defect of heirs or
next of kin ; and the nett proceeds after the payment of salvage and

other expenses of all property found on the coasts or shores of the

State, or brought into the State or its ports, as wreck or derelict of
the sea in the sense of maratime law, and for which no owner shall

appear and establish his claint within a year and a day, together with

such grants or additions as may in any manner hereafier be made

thereto, shall constitute a permanent and common fund, to be called:
the School Fund, the interest or income of which shall be inviolably

applied to the support of common schools throughout the State.

§ 2. The Register of the Land Office shall have tho care and
inanagement of all lands belonging to the school fund, and shall when.-
cver authorized, sell and dispose of the same according to law. The
proceeds of all sales of school lands, and all monies belonging to the
common school fund, shall be paid into the Treasury of the State.

§ 8, The Treasurer sha!l keep a separate and distinct arcount of
all receipts and disbursenicnts on account of the school fund ; which
account shall show whetli=r the receipt or disbursement be on account
«! the capital or interest of such fund.

§ 4. Whenever there shall be in the Treasury any money belong.
ing to the capital of the school fund, it shall be the duty of the Comp.
troller to invest the same in the public stocks of this State, or of the
[nited States, or to loan the same to the citizens of this State, as-
either mode of investment shall be deemed by the Comptroller, the
Superintendent of Common Schools, and the Governor, most advan.
tazeous to such fund. .

§ 5. Whenever any part of the capital of said fund shall be loaned
to any of the citizens of this State, the repayment of such loan with
annual interest thereon, at seven per cent. per annum, shall be secu-
red by bond and mortgage, taken in the name of the State, upon un-
incumbered real estate, worth in cash at least double the amount ot
the loan. Additional collateral sécurity may also be taken by the
Comptroller. No such loan shall be made for a longer period than
five years, and no such loan shall be renewed. No sum exceeding
two thousand dollars shall be loaned to any oue person.

§ 6. Every bond and mortgage, given for any such loan, shall con-
fin a clause making the entire debt to become due upon default in
the payment of any instalinent, or the interest at the time either be-
eomes due, and authorizing the Comptroller, in behalt’ of the State,
upon such default, to issue his warrant for the collection of the debt,
interest and costs.

§ 7. Upon any such default being made, the Comptreller shall
j¢siie his warrant in the nature of an execution at law, to the Sheriff
of the proper County, commanding him to levy the debt, interest and
costs, of the goods and chattels, lands and tenements of the debtor,
und particularly of the mortgaged premiscs, (describing them,) and
that he make return thereof, and of his proceedings, to the Courp

sulier, within four months from the date thereof
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‘¢ 8. Every such warrant shall have the force and effuct g
-cution_nt law, and shall be executed by the Sheriff to t::l:::ni:l :nx:;'
be delivered, in like manner as an execution issued out of 3 Court of
_Record. ) The Sheriff shall, in like manner, be liable to attachment
in the Circuit Court of the county, for any misteasance or nonfea-
sance in the execution of such warrant.

§ 9. The income or interest of the capital of the school fund shall
be annually apportioned, hy the State Superintendent of Schools, on -
tie first day of December in each year, amongst the several counties
of the State, according 1o the ratio of white children between. the
ages of sixand eighteen years, residing within each county, com-
pared with the number residing in the whole State, as ascertained
‘hy the annual reports made hy the several County Superintendents
But no County shall have allotted-to it any part of said monies, un.
lessitshall appear, by the report of the County 8u rintendent, that
al least one School of at least fifieen children, has g:en kept in‘euch
;onn!'y': ﬁ:; a terrm ofhs.'. least three months, during the year last past
rom the date of such return. Every sue i
filed with the Comptroller, pAER el oL Ty

§ 10. Upon every such apportionment being filed, the Comptrol.
ler shall draw his several warrants on the Treasurer for the portion
cach county may be entitled to receive, and in favor of each County
Superittendent, or in favor of such person as the County Superinten.
dent may appoint to receive the same, for the use of the several
Schools-in his county, and to be apportioned among them as herein-
after directed. ’

ARTICLE 1L

Of the State Superintendent.
§ 1. Th» Secretary of State shall be, by virtue of his office, Su-

’ perintendent of Schools for the State.

§ 2. It shall be his duty :—

1. To make an annua! apportionment according to law, of the
;?onll}els to be disl;igul’:ad Iamongst the several counties of the State
or the support of Scheols, and to i i
Complrollgf. file such apportionment with the

2. To make an annual report to the Governor, to be laj
the Gcneral_Assemhiy, of the number of children'in the [Satl:l;e[::l-;
the number in each county, between the ages of six and eizhteen
years, the number of Schools in the State, and the number i; each
county, and the number of children attending School in each county
and in the State, according to the reports made to him by the seve-
ral County Superintendents; and also to make report of the yearly
apportionments of School monies, showing the amount apportioned
to each county, and to make such suggestions and recommendations
in relation to the increase of the school fund, and the improvemeat
of sch'ools, as he may deem useful or expedient.

3. To l:ecommf.-nd. by circular or otherwise, from time to time, as
he may think advisable, to the County Superintendents, Trustees of
School Districts and Teachers, the best school books, maps, chartg
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globes, or other aids to learning, and the late improvements in the
mode or art of teaching, .
4. To perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be
required of him by law.
5. To hear and decide appeals, as hereinafter provided.
ARTICLE IIL
Of the County Superintendent.

§ 1. There shall be clected in each county of the State, by the
qualified voters, at the election for Representatives to the General
Assembly, in eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and thereafier, at
every general election of Sheriffs, County Commissioners, and other
county officers, a Superintendent of Schools for the county, who shull
hold his office until his successor be elected.

§ 2. It shall be his duty—

1. 'T'o establish school districts within his county, 1o fix their boun.
daries, and to regulate, alter and abolish such districts, as the conve.
nience of the inhabitants may require. But no neighborhood shall
be erected into a separate school district, wherein, at least fifteen chil-
dren, between the ages of six and eighteen, cannot be assembled in
school. A neighborhood lying in two or more different counties, may
be formed into one district by the Superintendents of the several
counties in which such district is to be established. Every distric
so formed, shall be deemed to be in the county in which the school
house may be situated, for the purposes of making 1eports, and the
visitation of the County Superintendent.

2. To receive and preserve the reports made to him by the Trus-
tees of the several school districts in his county ; and to make and
transmit annually to the State Superintendent a report in writing, to
be dated on the first day of July in each year, and to be received by
such Superintendent before the ffrst day of December in each year,
stating in such report, the number of school districts in his county,
and their names, the number of children between the ages of six and
eighteen years residing in his county, and in each district, at the date
of his report ; the length of time a school has been kept in each dis.
trict since the date of his last report, and the number of children at-
tending such school, according to the reports made to him, or his
predecessor in effice, by the Trustees of the several school districts.

3. To apply for and receive the portion of school monies appor-
tioned to his county by the State Superintendent, and to apportion the
same among the several school districts in his county, according to
the ratio of children between the ages of six and eighteen years,
residing in such district, as compared with the number residing in the
whole county, ascertained by the reports made to him by the T'rus.
tees of the several school districts ; and to pay over to the Trustees
of each district, its proper proportion, for the use of the school therein.
But no district shall be entitled to receive any part of the school mo.
nies allotted to any county, unless the Trustees of such district shall
have made to the County Superintepdent, a report of the number of
children in their district, as hereinafter required of them ; nor unless
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it shall appear from their report that a school of at e
has been kept in their diﬁlrinl:);J for at’ least three mo::hlﬁ,ﬁ ;:snpur:l:
year last past from the date of their report, ; J

4. To visit the schools in his county at least once | Yyear, and en-
deavor to promote an interest in parents, teachers and pupils, in the -
cause of education. When employed in visiting schools, he shall be
entitled to receive three dollars a day, to be paid him by the county

§ 2. If any person elected a County Superintendent, shall refuse
or ugglect to make the report to the State Superintendent, as herein
required of him, and in consequenee thereof his county shall lose its
proper portion of the school monies for any year, or shall refuse or
neglect o apply for, apportion and pay over such monies as herein
required of him, such person shall be liable to each school district for
1s proper proportion of such school monies, and in addition thereto, a
penalty _t:f_nvinly-ﬁm do]l!a;;a, llo be sued for in an action of debt, or
assumpsit, in the names of the T'rustees, ing j
o pisIp e , before any Court baving ju.

ARTICLE 1V,
Of Schaols and School Districts.

§ 1. Whenever any school district shall be established in any
county by the County Superintendent, and whenever from any cauge
a §chool district shall be without ‘T'rustees, it shall be his dul_)'- to ap-
point a time and place for a meeting of the inhabitants of sich dis.
trict to elect Trustees and other officers, and to cause such notice
thereof to be given as he may deem necessary and proper.

§ 2. No person shall vote at any school district meeting, unless he
shall be a white inhabitant of the district and possess real or personal
cstate, or hoth, therein, to the value of five hundred dollars, or more ;
or unless he shall be such inhabitant and the head of a ['am'ily having
a child or children to educate in such district. 3

§ 3. The inhabitants so entitled to vote, whenever assembled in
Eursu::;‘lcc g_f'lh'c aforesaid notice, or whenever lawfully assembled at
\-3{‘;;)0[‘(.:}19;!;:.’;52:::2"& shall have power, by a majority of the

‘I. To appoint a chairman for the time being.

2, .To adjourn from time to time as occasion may require

3. To clmose' a District Clerk, three Trustees, and one'Dislrict
Collector, at ‘thuu- first meeting and at every annual meeline thereaf.
ter, and as ofien as such offices or either of them become vacant.

1. "I‘o appoint the time and place of holding annual meetings.

3. 'I:o designate a site for the district school house.

6. To vote and lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the dis.
trict as the meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease a suita.
ble site for a district school house, and to build, hire or purchase such
school house, and to keep in repair and furnish the.same with neces.
sary ﬂu‘:l, turniture and appendages.

'h';'..'fln”\'ole.nnd lay a tax on the tuxable inhabitants, not exceeding

!rty dollars in-any one year, for purchasing a district school library
and making additions thereto. °
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§ 4. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each school district 10 e.
«<ord the proceedings of district school meetings, in a book to be pro-
vided by the district, to give notice of special, adjourned and annual
meelings, to keep and preserve the records, books and papers of his
office, and deliver them to his successor.

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Trustees of every school district,
and they shall have power, lst. To.call special meetings of the in.
hiabitants whenever they shall deem it necessary and proper. 2d.
To give notice of speeial, annual and adjourned meetings of the in.
habitants.  3d. To apportion the tax voted by any district meeting
among the taxable inhabitants of the district, in proportion and ac-
cording to the quantity and value of the taxable property cwned by
-each of them, ascertained, as far as possible, from the last State as.
sessment roll of the County; and to made out a tax list of every such
tax, containing the names of the persons taxed and the amount of tax
payable by each, ‘set opposite his name ; and to annex to such list a
warrant, directed to the collector of the district, for the collection of
the sums in such list mentioned, with five cents on cach dollar for his
fees. 4th. To purchase or lease, in their names for the use of the
district, a site for the district school house, as designated by a meet.-
ing of the district, and to build, hire or purchase, keep in repair and
furnish such school house with necessary fuel and appendages.

; 5. To bave the custody and safe keeping of the district schoal
louse.

6. To employ all teachers in a district, and to agree with them
for their wages, salary, or terms of tuition.

7. Toapply all monies received from the County Superintendent
for the use of Schools, to the payinent of the teachers wages, salary,
or charges for tuition, and to collbet the residue of such wages, salary
or charges fof tuition, excepting such as shall bave been collected by the
teachers, from all persons liable therefor.

8. To exempt from the payment of the wages or salary of teach.
ers, or the charges for tuition, all such indigent persons within the
district as they shali deem proper.

9. To ascertain, by examination of the school lists kept by the
teachers, the number of children, days and length of time, for which
cach person, not so exempted, shall be liable to pay for instruction or
tuition, and the amount payable by each. The parent or guardian
of every child withdrawn from School, without canse just and satis-
factery to the Trustecs, shall' be liable, unless exempted as indigent,
for at least three months tuition, if the term or session should co
long continue.

10. To make out a rate or tuition bill, containing the name of
cach person so liable, and the amount tor which le is liable, adding
thereto five cents on each dollar of the sum due from him for col.
leetor’s fees, and to annex thereto a warrant for the collection there.
«of, and deliver the same to the Collector.

11. To appoint a district clerk and collector whenever either o
these offices hecome vacant.  Such clerk or collector so appointed
to hold his office till the next district meeting.

~—
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6. The warrant annexed to any tax list, rate or tuitiom bLilf}:
shall be signed by the Trustees or a majority of t].\em, and shalf
command the collector to collect from every person, in such tax Jist,
rate or tuition bill, named, the sum therein set opposite his name ;-
and in case any inhabitant shall not pay such sum on demand, tor
levy the same of his goods and chattels, lands and tenements, to.
gether with his fees, and to make a return (_Jfguch warrant, with the
noney collected by him to the Frustees, within thirty days afier the .
receipt thereof. ”

§ 7. The collector shall execute every such warrant according to
its requisitions, and whenever he shall levy upon any goods and
chattels, lands or tenements, by virtue of such warrant, hr'; shnll‘sell
the same, or so much thereof as may be necessary, at p_ubllc auction,
giving ten day’s notice thereof, by posting such notice in three of the
most public places in the district.

§ 8. Ifthe sum or sums of money payable by any person named
in any tax list, rate or tuition bill, shall not be paid hy him, or col.
lected by such warrant, within the time therein limited, it shall be
lawful for the Trustees to renew, as often as may be necessary, such
warrant in respect to such delinquent person, .

9. If by the neglect of the collector, any monies shall be lost ter
his district, which might have been collected within the time lu.n'rted
in the warrant delivered to him for their collection, he shall forfeit to
his district the full amount of the monies thus lost, and shall account
for and pay over to the Trustees such monies, in the same manner
as if they had been collected; and the Trustees may recover the
sum in an action of debt or assumpsit in their name, before any Court
having jurisdiction thereof. o )

10. The Trustees of every School District shall, in every year,
on or before the first.day of October, make and deliver to the County
Superintendent of Schools, 2 report in writing, signed by a majority
ofthem, and dated on the first day of July in the year in which it is
made out. If adistrict lie in two or more counties, the report shall
be made and delivered to the Superintendent of the County in which
the school house may be situated.

§ 11. Every such report shall specify, .

Ist. The number of white children Letween the ages of six and
«ighteen years residing in the district, at the time of the date of the
report, and the name of the parents or other persons with whlum such
children shall respectively reside, and the number residing with each,

2d. The whole time a school has been kept in their distriet during
the year ending on the day previous to the date of such report.

3d. The amount of monies received from the County Superinten.
dent during such year, and the manner in which such monies have
heen expended. o

Ath. The number of children attending school in the district du-
ring such year. o

§ 12, Such report may be in the following &
signed, Trustees of the Menticello school d:

s Wey the under-
in the County of Jef
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frson, do report to the County Superintendent of schools for said coun~
ty, as follows : The whole number of white children between the
ages of six and eighteen years, residing in said district on the day of
the date hereof, is forty-two ; and the names of the parents or other
persons with whom such children respectively reside, and the num.
her residing with each, are as follows: James Butler 4 children,
Thomas Smith 3, James Jones 2, Thomas Lee 4, Robert Johnson 5,
‘Wm Green 5, Ira Harris 4, Philo Dean 5, Benjamin Good 4, Thos.
Hawkins 6, aggregate 42 children. That a school has been kept in
said district for o period of three months during the year past, and
ending on the day of the date hereof’; that the Trustees of said dis-
trict have received from the County Superintendent during said last
year the sum of forty dollars, and the same has been expended in the
payment of teachers’ wages; that the number of children attend-
ing school during the last year in said district, is thirty, Witness
our hands, at Monticello, the first day of July, 1849.
Signed, FRANCIS HAWKINS,
JAMES BUTLER,
IRA HARRIS.
§ 13. Every Trustee of a schoo! district who shall sign a false re-

port to the County Superintendent of Schools, with the intent of

causing such Superintendent to apportion and pay to his district a
larger sum than its just proportion of the school monies, shall for each
offence, forfeit to the county twenty-five dollars, and shall also he
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

§ 14. The Trustees of each school district shall, on the expiration
of their offices, render to their successors in office, and to the district,
at a district meeting, a just and true account in Wwriting of all monies
received by them respectively, for the use of their district, and the
manner in which the same shall have been expended ; which account
shall be filed with the District Clerk.

§ 15. Any balance of such monies which shall appear from such
account to remain’ in the hands of the Trustees, or either of them,

shall immediately be paid to their successors in oflice, or some one of

them.
ARTICLE V.
Of Appeals.

§ 1. Any person concejving himsell agavieved in consequence of
any decision made (1st) by any school district meeting—(2d) by any
County Superintendent of Schools, in the forming, altering, or abolish-
ing, any school district, or in refusing o Torm, alter, or abolish, any
school district, or in apportioning or refusinz to apportion and pay any
school monies to any school district—(:3,) by the Trustees of any dis-
trict in paying any teacher, or refusing to pay him, or in refusing to
admit any scholar gratuitously into school, or concerning any other

matter under this act, may appeal to the Htate Superintendent of

Sehools, whose decision thereon shall be final.
2. No such appeal shall suspend any proceedings or action on
the decision, or matter appealed {rom.

~——
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REPORT OF ADJUTANT & INSP. GENERAL,

—

Heap QuarTeRs Fra. MiviTia,
Adjutant General ’s Office, Tallahassee, 28d. Nov. 1847, g

His Excellency W. D. MoseLry,
Governor c{' Florida : )

Sir :—Having just completed the drill review and inspection of
the Second Brigade of the Militia of Florida, I have the pleasure to
report cach Regiment fully organized, headed by Field Officers pro.
perly equipped, and manifesting great zeal and energy in the dis-
charge of their duties. The Regiments have generally turned out
well;anid discharged their duties in a manner creditable to them-
selves, and flattering to their officers. Particularly do I feel
called on, in the discharge of my duties, to bring to the favorable
notice of your Excellency the First Regiment of Cavalry attached
to the Second Brigade of the Florida Militia. This Regiment pa-
raded at the Capital, with the Sixth Regiment of Infantry, on Friday
and Saturday, the 12th and 13th instant. Their drill, equipment,
and soldier-like appearance on the field, together with the bLeauty,
and precision, and harmony, of their various movements and forma-
tions were such as to reflect the highest credit on themselves, their
officers, and the State in whose service they have engaged.

It is a source of regret to the Adjutant General, that, with the
exception of the Second Brigade, noreturns of the strength of the
Militia of the State have been made to his office since the organiza.
tion of the State Government of Florida. This is a duty specially
devolving by law, annually, on the Brigadier’s General of the State,
and the omission is seriously detrimental to this arm of the public
service. The impartance of the punctual discharge of this duty, at
this critical period of our history, should appeal with great force to
the patriotism and public spirit of those charged with its exccution.

Imperfections in the present Militia law of the State, not unfre-
quently interpose a serious obstacle in the way of a speedy and ef-
ficient organization ‘and drill of the Militia. The Court Martial
feature is peculiarly amhiguous in its phraseology, with portions so
apparently at conflict with each other, as to defy any thing like an
intelligent construction of some of its parts. Defects in other por-
tions of the law become apparent to those who have attempted to
organize under it, and would doubtless present themselves to those
whose duty it is to revise and amend, on a careful review of it.

The report of the Quarter Master General, marked A, is here-
with communicated, showing the issues of public arms to the volun-
teer corps of the State, as also the amount in his custody, and be«
longing tothe State.

I have carefully inspected the arms, etc., in the armory of the
Btate, and feel that too much praise cannot Le bestowed on the

7
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patriotic Quarter Master General, for the care. and neatness with
which the public arms have been preserved.
Respectfully, your obt. servt.

JOHN 8. BROOME,
Adjutant and Inspector General F. M.-

(A)
OsriceE QuarTER MAsTER GENERAL,
Tallahassce, Nov. 23, 1847.

S :—Enclosed I have the honor to submit to you my Report of
the number of Arms and Equipments distributed to Volunteer Com-
panies, during the past year, with the names of the companies to
whom they were delivered, the amount of bonds entered into for the
same, (all of which bonds are made payable to the State of Florida,)
also the number and kind of arms now on hand.

Very Respectfully,
Your Ob’t. Serv't.,
R. A. SHINE,
‘ Qr. Mr. Gen’l.

P. S. I would also state, that the Arms and Equipments were
stored in the basement rooms of the Capitol, but finding those rooms
damp, and the arms fast injuring by rust, I communicated the fact to
the Governor, and by his authority, a suitable building was rented, for
the purpose of storing them. They are now stored in the building
alluded to, and have ever since been in good order. I think this
building to be as dry and as well adapted to the purpose for which it
is now used, (viz: An Armory,) as any building in the city, and as it
has been rented for a limited time, T would be glad to have some ac-
tion taken upon the subject, either by the Executive or General As-
sembly. The building can be leased for a term of years, or purchas-
ed at a very reasonable price, and with a trifling expense, may be
made very secure.

There being no emoluments whatever attached to this department,
and it being one of trouble, expense, and great inconvenience, I ap-
plied to his Excellency the Governor for the appointment of an Ar-
morer, and by his authority, one was appointed, who, I am pleased to
say, has faithfully discharged the duties of his office, and trust that he
will be well remunerated for the same, as it is impossible for the arms
to receive that attention they require, without an appointment of the

Kind.
R. A. S.

To Gen. J. S. Brooxe.

NUMBER OF RIFLES AND EQUIPMENTS

Delivered to Volunteer Companies by the Quarter Master General.

during the past year, with name of Company to whom delivered.-
The Jefterson Independent Riflemen—
50 Hall’s rifles, with bayonets ;

U
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50 Gun Slings, 50 Waist Belts, with plates;
50 Bayonet Belts, with plates ;
50 Bayonet Scabbards, with frogs attached ;
50 Leather Pouches, 50 Flasks, with slings ;
50 Pouch Belts, 50 Screw Drivers, 50 Wipers;
5 Ball Screws, 6 Bullet Moulds, 5 Spring Vices;
50 Picks and Brushes ;
For all of which bond has been entered into, by the Captain, 1st
and 2d Lietenants, and two others, members of the corps.
R. A. SHINE,
Qr. Mr. Gen'l.

LIST OF ARMS

Bacar Now on hand at the Armory Rooms.
4 Setts of 4 Horse Artillery Harness, complete ;
348 Muskets, with' Bayonets, Belts, Plates, and Cartridge Boxes,
Picks and Brushes, Screw Drivers, &c., complete ;
75 Hall’s Rifles, with Bayonets and appendages, complete ;
56 pair of Pistols, with appendages complete.
In the basement of the Capitol :

4 pieces Brass Cannon, with Ammunition Boxes, Carriages, and

other appendages, complete.

I have also filed in the Qr. Master’s Office, a receipt by S. R.
Mallory, of Key West, for seventy-five Hall’s Rifles, with appenda-
ges complete ;—all the property of the State of Florida.

Noreceipt has yet heen forwarded to this Department for the arms
delivered at Apalachicola, viz:—100 Rifles, with equipments com-
plete. R. A. SHINE,

. Quarter Master General.

—_—

LIST OF ARMS AND EQUIPMENTS

Distributed by R. A. Suine, Qr. Master General of the State of
Florida, with the names of the Companies to whom distributed.

To the Jefferson Hussars :

46 pair of Pistols ; 46 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps ; 46
Pistol Cartridge Boxes; 46 Cross Belts, with hooks complete ; 46
Sabre Belts, with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 46 Belt
Plates; 46 Screw Drivers; 5 Spring Vices; 5 Bullet Moulds ;—
for which bond has been entered into by the 1st and 2d Lieutenants,
and four others, members of the Corps, in the sum of $1426.68.

To the Miccosukie Cavaliers :

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps ; 50
Pistol Cartridge Boxes ; 50 Cross Belts, with hooks ; 50 Sabre Belts,
with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt Plates ; 50 Screw
Drivers; 5 Spring Vices; 5 Bullet Moulds ;—for which bond has
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been entered into by the Captain and First Liutenant, in the sum
of $1548.
To the Centreville Greys—

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps ; 50
Pistol Cartridge Boxes ; 50 Cross Belts, with hooks ; 50 Sabre Belts,
with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt Plates ; 50 Screw
Drivers ; 5 Spring Vices; 5 Bullet Moulds ;—for which bond has
been entered into by the Captain, First and Second Lieutenants, in
the sum of $1548. )

To the Independent Blues, of Jefferson— ;

44 pair of Pistols ; 44 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps ; 44
Pistol Cartridge Boxes ; 44 Belt Plates ; 44 Cross Belts, with hooks ;
44 Sabre Belts, with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 44 Screw
Drivers; 4 Spring Vices; 4 Bullet Moulds ;—for which bond has
been entered into by the Captain,Second Lieutenant, and two others,
members of the Corps.

To the Florida Cavaliers—

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps ; 50
Pistol Cartridge Boxes ; 50 Cross Belts, with hooks ; 50 Sabre Belts,
with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt Plates ; 50 Screw
Drivers , 5 Bullet Moulds, and 5 Spring Vices.

Also, delivered to Brig. General Allison, Brigade Adjt. General
Bartlett, Col. Sibley, and Major E. Johnson, of Sixth Regiment, 1
pair of Pistols, Holsters, covers and straps ;—each of whom have en.
tered into bonds, for the sum of $30.

Making in all delivered :

Pairs of Pistols, . . . . 244
Pairs of Holsters, . ” . . 244
Holster Covers, % ¥ ; g 122
Holster Straps, - . . - - 488
Pistol Cartridge Boxes, . - - 240
Belt Plates, - s g « . 240
Cross Belts, - . - 240
Sabre Belts, = P - - 240
BScrew Drivers, . - 240
Spring Vices, - = f - 24
Bullet Moulds, - - - 24

R. A. SHINE,
Quarter Master General,
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REPORT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL.

ArtornEY GENERAL'S OrFicH,

4 November 15, 1847, i

His Excellency W. D. MoseLey,
Governor of Florida : ,

Sir :—The Supreme Court of the State, at its term held in
January last, declared the act of the late Territory of Florida, ap-
proved Feb. 6, 1841, entitled, ** An act regulating appeals and writs
of error in criminal cases,” to be in conflict with the Constitution of
the State. The consequence of this decision is, that no right of ap-
peal is recognised or allowed in criminal cases, under the laws of the
State as they now exist. The act of 1841, which greatly modified
and restricted this right, was an innovation of this well established
privilege, the expediency of which was questionable even under the

culiar circumstances which produced it. Indeed nothing could

ave-induced the people of Florida to tolerate this infringement of a
privilege so highly prized as a protection against errot, prejudice and
oppression, but its evident and pressing necessity. Florida from its
position, its great extent and sparse population, and the disorganized
state of society, had become to a great extent a place of refuge for
the worthless and vicious of her sister States.

The criminal laws were disregarded or trampled upon, and heinous
crimes, of common occurrence, whilst in most of the counties there
were no jails, and in others they were such as afforded liitle or no
security against the escape of such prisoners as might be committed
to them. To provide a check to these evils, the people submitted to
have the right of appeal qualified by the act of 1841, and placed on
a different footing from appeals in civil cases. It was a sacrifice of
privilege to good order, worthy of a young community, whose ele,
vated aspirations viewed crime and vice with disgust and detestation.
The reasons, however, which induced, and perhaps justified the pas-
sage of the act of 1841, have ceased to exist. Florida has become
a State, and the citizens, proud of the responsibility they have assu-
med, feel too deep a solicitude in the rigid enforcement of the laws,
to permit them to be evaded with impunity ; whilst strong and con-
venient jails are scattered at convenient distances throughout the State,
It is therefore fortunate that the invalidity of thisact has been made
known, and an impediment in the way of restoring this privilege to
its pristine extent and usefulness thereby removed.

"There being now no law allowing appeals and writs of error in
criminal cases, it is necessary that the General Assembly should adopt
such a law on this subject as it shall deem advisable. It cannot be that
at this enlightened day-the right of appeal will be granted in all cases
wherein property is concerned, but denied when life or character is
at stake. Such a distinction would ill accord with the humane spirit
of our institutions which breathes throughout our code. Every
reason which shows the utility of this privilege in the one case ap-
plies with double force in favor of granting itin the other. If error,
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ignorance, or prejudiee, render it & wise expedient where the right to
property is to be determined, so it is equally as necessary a safeguard
against the weakness or fallibility of man when the life, liberty and
reputation of a citizen is involved. : :

I wonld therefore recommend that the 'same facility be allowed for
appeals and writs of error in criminal cases as are granted in civil
cases, The act of 1833, which was repealed by the act of 1841,
placed them on this footing.

The second section of the act providing for the election of Elec-
tors of President and Vice President of the United States requires to
be amended so as to conform the time therein designated of holding
the election to that prescribed by the act of Congress approved 23d
January, 1845. By the above section of the State law, the election
is declared to be held “on the thirty-fourth day preceeding the first
Wednesday in December,” &c., whilst the act of Congress enacts
that the electors of President and Vice President shall be appointed
in each State * on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem.
ber.” Congress having exercised a power clearly vested in it by the
Constitution of the Uniled States, the time designated by it is the
supreme law of the land and binding on the several States. As the
time appointed by the act of the General Assembly, was doubtless
selected without any design to evade the law of Congress or question
its right to fix the time of holding the election, and with reference to
the provisions of the act of Congress of 1792, it is deemed sufficient
merely to call the attention of the General Assembly to the discre.
pancy.

v Atylhe first session of the first General Assembly certain resolutions
were adopted in relation to certain associations claiming to exercise
Banking privileges, to wit: The Union Bank, Southern Life Insu.
rance and T. Co., and Bank of Pensacola. Believing these to be
- merely resolutions of enquiry, to bring before the next General As-
sembly information on the subject matter, as set forth in the preamble,
that such action might be then taken as its importance and delicate
nature demanded, and altogether initiatory in their character, the At.
torney General submitted the result of his investigation to the next
session. He informed the General Assembly that in his opinion the
change from a Territorial to a State Government did not abrogate
the charters of these Corporations, and that he deemed them to be
existing bodies, but that each of them had violated its charter and
failed to accomplish the object of its creation, and suggested-the only
and proper mode by which these abused franchises could be again
seized into the hands of the State. This he construed to be the ex.
tent of his power and duty under these resolutions. Some, however,
whose opinions are entitled to consideration, have placed a different
construction on them, asserting that they were instructions on behalf
of the State to the Attorney General to institute in the proper tribu-
nals such proceedings as would procure judgments of forfeiture to be
entered against each of these associations, and a seizure into the
hands of the State of the [ranchises granted them. But, however
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desirable the annullment of these charters may be, that this i'nterprer.—'
tation is unwarranted must be manifest from a careful perusal of the
Resolutions and the knowledge of the consequences of a judgment of
forfeiture, and the conviction which will be on the minds of all ac+
quainted with them, that had such proceedings béen designed, lan- -
guage totally different and unequivocal in its character would have
been used. :
The act of incorporation being in the nature of a contract, it was
both prudent and proper that an investigation should be made to as.
certain the truth of the alleged usurpations and malfeasances by these
associations, before the State declared itself absolved from the terms
of the contract, and sought to resume by the judgments of the Courts
the privileges which it had granted. And it was doubtless with a
view 1o be satisfied of the correctness of these allegations prior to
such o declaration, that the resolutions were adopted and the report
called for. The language of the preamble is that * whereas, the
Union Bank, Bank ot Pensacola, and Southern Life Insurance and
Trust Company claiming to exereise banking privileges, are charged
to have violated their Banking privileges, and thereby to have for-
feited their charters: and whereas, it is charged by others that the
associations referred to are usurpations and their charters null and
void : Now,” &c. The Attorney General is then directed to insti-
tute enquiries into the conduct and manag, t of these associations,
not with a view of obtaining judgments of forfeiture, but for the pur-
pose of reporting the result of his enquiries to the next General As-
sembly. There is no expression in either the Preamble or Resolu.
tions which can be construed into a declaration that these corporations
had violated their charters—a conclusion which it is rational to
suppose would have been arrived at before ordering judgments of
forfeiture to be obtained against them. And besides it does not fol-
low that the State would necessarily have wished to resume these
franchises because they had been abused ; for there might be good
reasons why it would be willing to waive these breaches. This cons
nected with the fact that the phrase * judgment of forfeiture,” or any
expression of similar import, is nowhere used, strengthens the belief
that the General Assembly intended these Resolutions only as. pre-
paratory to further action. If, however, they were intended to bd
final, it is difficult to perceive why the Attorney General was directed
to report to the next General Asssembly ; and it is equally difficult to:
understand why the 13 Art. of the Constitution of the State, giving
the General Assembly at its first session power to regulate, restrain,
and control all associations claiming to exercise Banking privileges,
was made part of a Preamble of a law which sought their total dis-
solution and destruction. I'o regulate, restrain and control them is
entirely different from annihilating them by a judgment of forfeiture.
Plaging this construction on these Resolutions, and as proceed-
ings in such cases can only be instituted by the exp:ess authority of
the State, I have not felt myself empowered to take any steps to havg
the charters of either of these associations forfeited. Indeed, had B
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assumed to proceed in the name and on behalf of the State, the
Courts might have refused to allow judgments of forfeiture to be ens
tered, without some clearer and more explicit evidence of the assent
of the State to such judgment, than that afforded by these Resolutions.

If, however, the authority to proceed against these associations
were unquestionably conferred by these Resolutions, the absence of
all provision against the evil and disastrous consequences of a judg-
ment of forfeiture, would have been sufficient to suspend all action,
until the omission could have been remedied by the General As.
gembly. In the report submitted in compliance with these Resolu-
tions, it was remarked : *“ By the principles of the Common Law,
upon the dissolution of a Corporation, the lands reverted to the
grantor, the personal property vested in the crown, and the debts to
and from i were entirely extinguished, so that the members thereof
could not recover, or be charged with them, in their natural capaci-
ties. As there is nostatute of this State declaring that such a con-
sequence shall not follow the rendition of a judgment of forfeiture,
the same effect might follow it now. Should the Legislature, there-
fore, deem it wise and politic to direct that proceedings be institu.
ted against-thesc associations, it is recommended that it declare
that, notwithstanding the judgments of forfeiture, the associations
shall be deemed to exist, and be capable of suing and being sued, as
before the judgment of forfeiture, as to all rights, credits, liabilities,
duties, responsibilities or obligations, of any kind whatsoever, exist.
ing anterior to the rendition ol such judgment.” . In the absence of a
statutory provision, modifying this principle~of the Common law,
judgments of forfeiture, carrying with them an extinguishment of
the debts to and from these associatians, would be a truly bountiful
harvest to the debtors, but a gross and wanton sacrifice of the
rights and interests of the creditors, which would cover with shame
the State by whose authority such a catastrophe had been produced.
Whether such consequences flowed from ignorance or design, it
would matter not, thestain of dishonor would sink too deep to be
eradicated, so long as Florida had a history or a name. It cannot
be supposed that the General Assembly intended that any proceed.-
ings should ke taken under these Resolutions, which would be at.
tended with such lamentable results,

I have been thus particular in calling your attention to the law of
1845, “ relative fo certain associations claiming to exercise hanking
privileges,” that its character and extent may be known, and that it
may be distinetly understood that there is no law which authorizes or
directs proccedings to be instituted agaiust these associations, as
many have erroneously supposed ; and that the General Assembly,
being freed from misapprehension in thisregard, may pass such a
law as will effect a speedy annullment of their charters in the usual
and legitimate mode.

With the experience of the past stiil fresh in our minds, it is pre.
sumed no one will doubt but that ?F':?.']E‘I;ism so unusual and exten.
give, and so paralizing to the prosperity 5 the people, should bs ab-.
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A. McPougal;
A. McDougal,
Samuel B. Love,
Nelson Hawley,
John B. Taylor,
John G. Smith,
John G. Smith,
Geo. D. Miller,

Willis B. Dangerficld,

James 8. Jones,
Jacob Sipple, -
Jesse A. Johns,
Leaston Wynn,
Leaston.Wynn,
Joel Curry,

Joel Curry,

John W. Lowe,
Mathias Butler,
William H. Faton,
Williamg Edwards,
William Edwards,
John Light,

John Light,

Isaac Ogden,

E. Carraway,

E. Carraway,
John W.. Robeytsen,
A.J. T. Wright,
A. J. T. Wright,
Elisha Green,
James Tumblin,
James H..Tumblin,
John Delany, .
Williamy Mila,
Solomon Hall,
Solomon Hall,
Wrily Mobly,
William Hughes,
William S. Pringle,
Henry Lipford,
Henry Lipford,
Henry M. Lipford,
Geo. M. Hamilton,
John McRae,

A. J. Collins,

A. G. Milsted,
Gabriel Bolland,
A J. Collips,
Antoine Collins,
D. G. McLean,
Ezekiel Brown,
Ezekiel Brown,
Jane McSween,
Jane McSween,
Thomas'Pittman,
Thomas Pittman,
Q. J. Pinkhard, .
Geo. W. Brantleg, *
Geo. W. Brantley,
P. B. Gleason,

P. B. Gleason,
Angus Gillis,
Edward S. Aldrich,
D. B. Currie,

A. K. Pooly, (two cases,)| Escambia,
(113

Jessee Rive,
Robert MeLeod,
William Walters,
William .Walters,
W. H. Fletcher,
J. B. Zeaman,
Samuel Russell,
Isaac R. Robinson,
W. H. Dewitt,
W. P. Murdock
John 8. Whitfield

J. Whitfleld,
. M. Whitfield,

joman, =

]‘E:lizibe'th A. Flowers,

* Property of W. K. Kilorease
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assumed (o procoed in the name and on behalf of the State, the
Courts might have refused to allow judgments of forfeiture to be en.
tered, without some clearer and more explicit evidence of the assent
of the State to such judgment, than that afforded by these Resolutions.

If, however, the authority to proceed against these associations
were unquestionably conferred by these Resolutions, the absence of
all provision against the evil and disastrous consequences of a judg-
ment of forfeiture, would have been sufficient to suspend all actien,
until the omission could have been remedied by the General As.
sembly. In the report submitted in compliance with these Resolu.
tions, it was remarked : “ By the principles ot the Common Law,
upon the dissolution of a Corporation, the lands reverted to the
grantor, the personal property vested in the crown, and the debts fo
and from il were entirely extinguished, so that the members thereof
could not recover, or be charged with them, in their natural capaci-
ties. As there is nostatute of this State declaring that such a con-
sequence shall not follow the rendition of a judgment of forfeiture,
the same effect might follow it now. Should the Legislature, there.
fore, deem it wise and politic to direct that proceedings be institu.
ted against these associations, it is recommended that it declare
that, notwithstanding the judgments of forfeiture, the associations
shall be deemed to exist, and be capable of suing and being sued, as
before the judgment of forfeiture, as to all rights, credits, liabilities,
duties, responsibilities or obligations, of any kind whatsoever, exist.
'ing anterior to the rendition of such judgment.” In the absence of &
statutory provision, modifying this principle of the Common law,
judgments of forleiture, carrying with them an extinguishment of

the debts to and from these associatians, would be a truly bountiful :

harvest to the debtors, but a gross and wanton sacrifice of the
rights and interests of the creditors, which would cover with shame
the State by whose authority such a catastrophe had been produced.
Whether such consequences flowed from ignorance or design, it
would matter not, the stain of dishonor would sink too deep to be
eradicated, so long as Florida had a history or a name. It cannot
be supposed thatdhe General Assembly intended that any proceed.
ings should te taken under these Resolutions, which would be at.
tended with such lamentable results.

-I have been thus particular in calling your attention to the law of
1845, “relative to certain associations claiming to exercise banking
privileges,” that its character and extent may be known, and that it
may be distinctly understood that there is no law which authorizes or
directs proceedings to be instituted against these associations, as
many have erroneously supposed ; and that the General Assembly,
being freed from misapprehension in this regard, may pass such a
law as will effect a speedy annullment of their charters in the usual
and legitimate mode. - b

With the experience of the past still fresh in our minds, it is pre-
sumed no one will doubt but that franchises s6 unusual and exten-
sive, and so paralizing to the prosperity of the people, should be ab.

pnndyldhmlq-mrnﬂ-#
r and suitable provision being made, allow.

directing proceedings 4o be instituted
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medy given against definquents in; empowering” thib
Collector to _,ttm_k’a-\djg'[;\e‘s“s’a%d"'salébgfg.gﬁoaa%lff KU1, “la
tenements. The power to reach choses in action, is no where given
The tax henﬂag assessed on neither goods, chattels, nor lands, ami
the. effects of thege institutions, consisting altogether of choses in
action, its payment under the law as it now exists, may be resisted
with impunity, In giving a remedy to enforce the collection’of the

taxes imposed, the provisions of the act seemed to have looked e
to the collection of that imposed on land, and goods, and chat(::l]!, 2

which might be sciged and sold, loosing sioh {
> g sight of the fact that a ta
hed also been directed to be lev;ed on property not so lnngibal‘e.asm;

- of an entirely different character. Such an amendment should be

Z'r‘}ﬁ l.': lhi‘n law as will supply this omiaion, and meet the cxigenc?
"The largeness of the amount paid out of the Treasury for th

. . - l-

peuses’ of criminal prosecutions and contingent e:pgmes oi? fhe

Courts, should arrest attention, as showing either the inefficiency of |

the laws regulating that head of expenditure, or the impolicy of the

present system. For the year ending lst-November, 1846, thess

expenses amounted to $8,362 31, beiug about one-fifih of th <
nue collected gor that year. The folﬁ!wing ltafememo lho:ure::e
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
01 the Register of Public L.llslorﬂe StlteofFlcﬂh

Within the current y the of ulecung land for the State,
bas been prosecuted mth was deemed consistent
mlh lhn blic interest.” It‘was not !lﬂvhablo to glean too

Mbw lzwr le
dhun not yet survey remnfnm‘ expM'quM i

Soon afler I entered upon my.official duties in January last, I found
that, in order to provide means to discharge existing demands, and to
expedité the luad" operations, it was necessary to have sales as soon
as paacticable.’ Accordingly, ‘the requisite notice was given and
sales were had in May. The simultaneous and opportune riseinthe
price of the great staple- of ‘the Stafe, encoursged the hope that it
would be a favorable time 16 sell land, and the result shows thaj. the

wag well foumded. !neldla' a fow tracts, sold since at private
,“the quantity disposed of amounts to 11,8056 36100 acres, pro-
ducmg $32,825 24-100, and averaging $2 78 peracre.

Leaving oot of view the necessity that existed, and admitting; what
is exttemely problematical, that these Jands would, at some indefinite
_ futare period, ‘have yielded more than- the-amount of principsl and

interest that would neorue from.an-early sale, it slill does nal neces.
sarily follow that it would bave been politic to have deferred the
sales.  For-in the affairs of communities, na less than of individuals,
there. are tides which may not :be omitted without detriment—tides
whiéh, originating in'moral causes, may be directed more or less by
1he ageney of man. -+ Of this 'kind are the fluctuations of Eopululm
and of wealth, which a sagacious statesman-will watch wit

tﬂlﬂ’wﬁ‘hﬁ prndontmrinerobnnulhwhdl;w

the ‘*ﬁ and of lh ocean, '

“of Indian' bostilities- the tide of eulgrdm t
Plerids ‘has. neither beers as-full nor as continuous as was anticipa,
ted. - Nevertheless, thongh-hardly recovered ‘from that hideous-cen-
test which desolated-lavge’ portions of ber domain, she bashad the
beldniem to- prler-the lists “of generous rivalry with Stales already
powerful, prosperous, and renowned. Thus situated, and thus adven .

turing, she should"be-onutiops in regard.to any policy that might, in
|m&b¥‘ﬁ?ﬂm terid to counteract the attractive influences of

her climate and her soil,'b rep.u..g. instead of inviting, lation
and wWealth.’ But true hicv rmanent interest lbegSlP:ltnlllwld
neither ﬁ: high prices on her Iands, nor bring them: iito ;market
umﬁraﬁm the' '2:.:”- ‘o _be offered,
Md‘mh regulated demand mmediale, or net
remote, use, as near as this can be ascerfained.  And although from
the difficulty of sucirasceitainment; pcmnp—mgh fall into the hands
'pecul‘d. much itis im ibla to guard with entire
Ht'hcmh whesheg séich results would

be as prqudlcul_ tot the public weal, as would be a slight check to

't See Appendix A. ‘\3 )

{

! icl'
the Btate would ﬁmnodl-tdy begin to" duhnmﬁ-eﬁom
csédy of the ‘sales, and ‘revenge l- the' hwm -the lands
:?nllhelm. ‘Influenced . s, and; from informe,’
om; anticipatin dcmuul, ¥ hv ' - take,place .
negt March. lfulﬂen thetracts. ltnhil hesk dve: " I, thero-ars.
otﬁol'll‘nEmFloriduchhwwH prices.
But these ‘have mot yet been approved- at WM
ver, baving been nleeted for- -Improvement; they -Mil
advertised for sir months. Under‘thsse citcumsiances; I apprehend
thatif ¥ should wait to tiear from  Washington, the subsequent-potice-
reqaired by law would compel me-io postpone the sale to.u period in
the next year so late that strangers could' hardly be expécted to ata:
tend. © And ‘bere 1 will take ogcesion'to proposs that- the seadbd
section ofact No, 24, of 1848, be #o amended urnnqulnﬂud
Lmprovement Lands, like those for Seminaries; to bs-advestised thres:
motiths ‘only. ' ‘This change would diminisirthe expense, net incon.
— bof ld:;ﬁﬁng and dllllli;g 'PMQW\‘?.:“
rent objects, in many cases contiguous, could
advertised in the sime- noheel, -ad-old.ubemﬂuu. i 15
In the acty relating to these two classes of land; there ure some
other differences for which there is n6 obvious reason. - For instancey
Seminary lands are required to- be appraised; whilst the ‘minimum:
prices of Internal lmprovement lands are fised bylow. The former
plan-is not recommended to my favar by:the little experience Lbave
bad sj‘ its operation. The Jaiter, afier haying been: tasted
years [‘y the Upited States, is sl adhered fo; which is no'
proof of its excellence, if it-be considered what mtioﬂ
ling attention has been bestowed upon the land s: - Fed,
amngl ‘Government. It is deunblepou least, lhm Wb"h

‘an umﬁmﬁlyuem, as far as ‘she bas the right to do i, in.re.:

i 1o the management and disposition of allherlands. The misi--
mum price, however, is a matter of more importance than lh,-ﬁ.
by (\)rnlncll such price shall be ascertained.

& former occasion, I think last- yean, in the Roportaﬂln-
President of Prustees, the attention of the Legulllm was judicious..
ly directed’ to tho ‘fmpolicy of giving any for-the belisf
abroad, that, after ‘engrossing all the best lsmnd' within her' dimifs,
Florida had fized on them extravagant prices.. -I.folly concur in that
visw, and would earnestly deprecate. measures-having-any such tan.

Instead -of thus repelfing 'enterprise, and- +the.
of competition, 'mvﬂo and stimulate them- by:the hope;:at:

uiﬁd bargains, and you will atiract to' your ssles: crowds, thi,

the contagious excmml-imﬂom occasions, will, in
wanilh ‘cases, cause the lands to sell for’ mmmmm
ave

appraised them at in a moment of calm calculation. e

This view is sanctioned by umerring experience.
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- }f tha Legislature should | -dopuhnwu.ud alsg that
‘whick the fizing, by law, minimum prices of
will be advisable. o require tho 3 ito-

" mediately-before every i the Jands that' anhhm
h“nﬁr”&dﬁ—dﬂ.’ﬂ and 3rd qualities, and to..
‘the Registor with lsts of such ; classifications; which lists, togethar
with the md‘ﬂum agents, would enable the Register to
‘make & !nulll .at.least WW
relative value of consolidating
these duties would be two-fold 1 M the aggregate compensation
“to/onk set of agenis might be less than if awo were employed, it might
ﬂ?.""‘m“ athg Ctole buteg. Aalion with g WA
wit L] t -
iiihd‘m wﬁd ‘be better qualified to classify them
other persons ' would-be from a single, and probably a cursory
View. mqmilyd‘kgmwuhudm been hadon this
x&, evinces its inherent difficulty. ‘Seusible of this, it would be
‘reluctarice that I'would venture to recommend: absolutely,. Ay
plu and it is not without diffidence that I propese the foregoing, .

lyn Mplu.d March 3d, 1845, Congress granted 10 this State
of land, for ithe purpose of fixing the seat of Govern-

' ML - Auzious to :make this graut as.preductive as possible, I ad-

dresied & nota 16 the Secretary of (he Treasury, expressing the hope
-that-the'State: would be permitted to-locate the Jand by sections, un-
restricted by * legal subdivisions. . - The maiter was referred to the
«Commissioner of the Geneéral Land Office, who gave it.as his opin-
which was.concurred with by-the Seci +) that the eatire
e o (et i -l e

be upon the land thus granted s  vidently:i
:&” that the m'neo-ditind.ndwmld be rond ‘upless the seat

ernment shbuld be fixed ns.aforesuidi*

-z Beiter shegess altended an ‘effort 1o procure. a . modification.of in-
selections (or deficient siztecnth mctions. ~ The
s the State to select good land; for this
p-ﬂhl-ow for which donations have:been made
Aobn. ut-h.h-eonlhutt‘mldhnbun dqnund-uh.,m

" vious niles.
e leLh\lhe Adnd' mxhd Mrm mﬂmmd 10 in-
. susplus. moneys in United. States stocks;-afler reserving
meel the expenses incideat to selecting lend. . Estimating,

' : MW
from ‘all souress; afler- d-ehwum%l e,
‘wale:-should "tie made; :gmumzm hm
wn nhufmhp E.m- Mﬂpﬂ:h
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paid. By this. operation, the-oredif of the Stale .hl.bn&)n@qn
degree upheld—the money has been kept in circulation at Agmgms
the means. required. for.proseeuting _the..selection of Isads . in
m-hly. and.an Jmmodiate moﬁzm has been e ﬁr‘

I would renew a mgguuon. made in lu.ﬁ. b;ih Plelﬁb
Trustees,-as.to the importance of ahuuun‘ i
more formal evidence of title to lands . 'Slﬂﬂhnhl
hitherto been: given, . Ia. consequence ive. manner jn
which selections have heretofore been, lnd dlﬂ am designated, sev.
el tractsin Gadsden county have been lost ; the only. mdencana
tant that they ever were selected being simply.the letter  I7.” maps '
ked on the maps.in the Tallahassee Land ‘apparently of very

ninudmg. and of mysterious impozt. . .As soom as piacticable, af

discovered that slight and . selitary evideace of the State’s title,
and ascertained that the tracts thus marked were worth selocting, I
made a formal application for them direatlyto the General Land Of-
fice ; but'it was too late. Of three sections thus situated, two had
prevkuuly been sold by the United States.

I am_not aware that blame can he properly !mput.d to any persen
for the loss ol the usual evidence, if there ever was any, in reference
to these lands. It is possible that ifthey were genuine selections the
evidence which ought to have been in the General Land Office was
destroyed *at the burmng of the 'I‘reuury building some years ago,”
as has been n%no w;?e nce: lnmen the
Governor of Florida and the Sectretary asury, in regard
to the Seminary lands, which took place about twenty years since.—
And it is quite as possible that by a coincidence of casualities, the
evidence that should bave been in the Laod Office here may have
been destroyed by the great fire in 1843, which, as appears by a let=
terfrom the then . Register: in this phco to the Commissioner of thd
General Land Office, dated 27th May,: 1843, did consume the build- -
ing in which tho District Land Office . was kept, together with the
furniture, and some papers. But from whatever cause the loss, ifit
be one, did occur, the. facts now: stated should. admonish us of the
propriety of guarding against future  losses and there is a0 moda
more & pro]:ﬁ'm{a than the issuing of patents.

‘While on z‘hls subject I will nfike another suggestion. The M;
23 and 24 of 1 146, require the State Register to makedoaveyl
to purc‘]:a.sera from the State, but prescribe -no form of n'l;eaunk
Conveyances, ‘ould_it not be expedient to authorize the Secre
of Stite to altesf such cohveyancés under the seal of the Stdte,
ﬂkﬁ this a sufficient authentication to entitle them to.be recorded?

1t3s not proposed tp make this the exclusive mode of. .authehticating

deeds, although it would seem to be the most appropriate one ;
bt @ giie it the_same legal efficacy that existing_modes bave. It
woull afford, at’ least,”an _additional faci Uy to etliec; what it ap@ot

* See. Appendix E. -&mnnt and General Statement. -
®
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always convenient to'do under the genmerallaw relating to convey.
ances.

In the first line of Section 4, Act-No. 24, of 1846, as the act is
published, there is an-error which it might be well to correct. The
word first should be substituted, as it was obviously intended to be
-:. for the word * last,”

discharging this  duty, (reporting,} I have bt to com)
‘with. the requiréments of the law, and at the u.::timo to nﬁ
latitude of remarks as might subject me to the imputation of en-
eroaching upon the ves or duties of other State functiona-
ries. If, therefore, it should seem to'any that I have construed the
Jaw too strictly, I trust they will ascribe it to an unfeigned repug-
nance to & obirusive. ©On the other hand,: should I have un-
consciously failed to observe in practice, what I approve in theory, ¥
bope the error may be attributed to undissembled zeal in a cause of
deep interest to every citizen of Floride.
Respectfully submitted. ) !
4 " JOHN BEARD,
Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida.
. Tarramassee, Noveuszr 10, 1847,

APPENDIX TO REGISTER’S REPORT.
- Al

LIST OF SEMINARY LANDS

LocaTed UNDER acTs oF CoNeress or 3p MazcH, 1823, anp 291K
Y Janvary, 1827.

" - WEST OF APALACHICOLA RIVER.

" Subdivisions. Sec. Town. Range.  Acres.

*West half of 28 TN 8W 31825
*East half of 20 T« 8« 31800
*West balf of 4 7« 9« 8713
Al of Section 15 "7« 9w 63575
*All of Bection 22 7. 9 “ '635 00
$A11 of Sgetion 26 6% 10 % 63650
b 7 S
Located previous to the 23d November, 1846, 19,270 30

IR . Total approved, 22,130 92
Number of Sections 34]—leaving fo be approved, 1§.
L* Approved 25th March, 1847.—f Approved 11th Mazch, 1847.]

=

-

: - eq
EAST OF APALACHICOLA. - S. T. 8. R E. Acres.
*All of : 28 1 7 64276
*All of 21 6 . & 687 26
*W hfN W qr,and W bf 8 W qr, 22 “ “ 159,95
*All of " 28 - u 637 2
*All 31 “ “ B41 50
*Waest half of b 16 16 319 &0
All of 6 « i 640 00
All of 7 “ “® 637 86
All of 8 “ “ 638 80
All of 9 “ “ 639 20
*West half of 10 “ L 320 40
*Waest half of 15 “ L . 819 18
All of 17« “ 64040
All of 18 u “ 634 56
East balf of 19 ) o 316 20
All of 20 “ “ 641 76 .
All of 21 “ “ 642 40
All of 22  « “« . 638 80
West half of - 23 & “ 321 08
West half of 26 & “* 321 28
tAll of 27 il o 640 00
*East half and N. W. quarter of _28 “ “ 481 50
1South hall of 1 21 18 320 54
North half of 12 f L 321 00
All of 11 24 21 640 12

Located before November, 1846, 9,924 18

” : 22,716 11
Number of Sections approved, 35 6.8—No. to beapproved, 2-8ths,

Located under Act of 3d March, 18435,

Ldpproved 11th Maich, 1847. See Letter from the Gemeral Land Office, -
dated 20th March, 1841.]

Subdivisions. Sec. T.8 R. E. Acres.

South West quarter of 4 0 13 161 06
South: East quarter of 5 i - 160 40
North East quarter of 8 e # 16020
North West quarter of 9 o “; 160' 20
All of 5 12 14 630 00
All of 6 s i

1 of 7 12 14 832 25

1of B . “ “o‘oo
All of 18 27 21 646 64

[tApproved 11th March, 1847. See Letter from General Lapd Office,
20Lh March, 1947. *Approved 13th May, 1847. See Letter from Gen. L:
Office, dated 15th May, 1847.] .

E&'




68
‘o Subdivibiohs. Sec. T.8. R E Acres.
Ml of” { "14 28 22 642 64
All of i 8% 20 22 mg
Al'of 179 o0 639 0
Mlof T “ 689 40
Al of d B R 639 40
Mil'of 24 - 20 30 - 699 20
Practional - 25 “ u 192 17
Bldf 21 “ “ m_“
Alof 28 “ “ 640 48
‘Alof 84 20 30 639 a-l
Practional 21 19 31 119 31
Fractional 22 “ “ 610 43
Fractional b1 “ “ 220 80
All of 19 20 31 601 39
Fractional T 20 “ “ 589 02
Fraetional 25 “ “ 591 52
Fractional 3% 20 20 591 67
Fractional 26 20 31 413 52
Peactional 29 “ “ 187 63
Fractional 30 “ “ . 2908 28
Allof 85 g “ 642 96
Al of s “ “ 640 13
Al of 2 21 81 621 23
Allof 3 “ “ 614 01

" QApmrowed 25th Sepiember, 1841. Se¢ Letter from General Land Office,

Octaber first, 1817.}

Subdivisions. S. T.E RE. Acres.

All of 12 13 20 656 96
All of 17 . “ 638 24
Allof 21 “ “ 038 24
All of 15 13 21 640 24
Ebf& E hfof SW qr 8 “ " 400 62
of 17 “ “ 630 40
SbfNE qr,and E hf ol N W qr, 92 “ . 561 21
N Wgqr 27 “ “ 106 16
gn* : 28 “ “ 160 \"‘
.Whig NE qr 3 14: 2 42678
Meof g- 1 “ 565 67
8 W b of N W qr 8 - 14 22 230 3.
a%’ ,_'l'ofN Baqr, W ong 4 i = 444 “
Mlof " : © B “ “ 567 97
m.r ; ] “ “ 528 07T
Gﬁggﬁkmmf qu} 7 w411 40

@
\ Subdivisions. 8. T.B RE Acres.
Sw_f’s'“l’a“o‘erq"&Ezla R
W bfof 8 wq'qr 9« “ 7991
N hfof S W gr 17 Lo A& 4780
Ebf & E bf N W qr 18 “op W T340
Witsnd W k(S E qr 2 15 16 401 87
All of 3 # “. 4303
All of 4 . o “ . 641 68
Shrand E ¥ of N E qr 5 “ * 400 25
S hfand N W qr 8 “  480.66
E hfand N W qr 7 “ rid 479 76
All of 8 “ 640 24
All of 9 s f 642 56
All of 10 « “ 642 24
N W grand W hfof 8 W gr 11 “ “ L 17
NWaqr 15, “. .160-88 -
NE 17 4 16018
SWaqr 29 o “ 160-06
S hf 30 « “ 320 A4
All of a o« “ 64088
All of 32 « “ 64040
82
785 38
Total approved 54 8.  1.16th. :
To be approved, 17 8, 1.16th.
Recapitulation of selections approved for Semtnaries, under the Acts
West of: Apelachiodl Rives " 8. 1-
of Apalachicol ver, 34 8. 1-8th,
East of Apalachicols River, 35 8. 6-5ths,
: 60 8
. . 7-8the,
P Under Act of 1845, ,,".; 3
B . 54 8, 7.8 1-3Gih, -
Tatal approved L 148 6.8 I
To be approved, : 198, 18 1. 16ihy~ -
'_-—u—-,?rq
For deficient 16k 'or School Sections, quaﬁi.ag"'“'"
or A [ X i 'y ;ﬂ } Dlm‘l.d =
‘ (Approved.)
; Subdieisions. - S. T.& -RE '~ Acres
Por .38, 5, R 16 E, S hiof E —=
N W gr,and N hf of 8 W qr i 6 217 19 16070
T1,R 22 E,Shfof W qe 6 « o«

T“ “ “ Whiof NWqr 7 “ % 163 98.

1,R% % swqrd& whfofseqrl8 “ “ i

'}' “ «Wh ofs.Eqr i qrzo “ « Vawqo
% &« « Fractional 16 11 29 180 3¢

o




- ¢
0 g\
. e B, Toblo, ik deses B. s’pATI-EMENT ols; i._:-:Asziq ﬂug@r LANDS.} =
T.13 R 22, E, East hfof SE ar 'l-?- 2.} 2;? 230’: Years. - “Names of Lessees: SRR mwEs due.
e Pt V1 13 adf - 1 1885, JamesE. Coulewte,. . T T g 400
’ TOR 24 “EMoBEq 8 31 10) s thn; * e, (oominal reaty 20T Lo
y K 245 . n (v, s - - - -
qmt i u wW bfof 8 W gr’ 6 w w( 4846k “ Yohn P, La:ll:ey, . g . 12 00
ToR1T Ehiof N E ar 2 a1 160 00 i ¢ pnes E- Conlaire, . g : T
34 o ‘ s “ “ " izabeth Tanner " . W - 3500
= ) :*}.y M;i?:.ﬂ e fé 34 17} i * goial G. Roulhac,,(nominul,) 5 g 100
L) o rac . (1] .G, 3 £ . . &
% - 18 “Whf, NbfN E qr; 19 21 . 192 487 00 “ w_’}{‘:,' . X ] o
“ il u & Fraationtly e 3 18 i;: o: BT BUndw.. .- L R 11 5
16 R WhifSEqr 30 21 li s . " - . :
od s bl Ty % 18 1 221 50 “ A Revear, . - . - - 1125
"1TR 19« All‘l‘ 33 21 19 o '00 e 8110 75 l .
18 “ “WhfofSWqr ¥ & &l e In Gadsden County, :
' u & Eagt half 4 1844, - George W. King, - s . - 5 00
“. « wuShfof SE qr 3 20 19 1845.  Thomas Wren, et meng i . 15 00
15R 22“Shfof SE gr 34 ¢ W 471 62 : 4 A.R. Ransome, . . .‘ = 10 60
@i« « N hfand N E qr 3 21 - 160. 64 , “ Joha R. Hays, . . v 2 . 1200
é -«  Fractional 16 15 22 “ ' Peter Wylie, . - . < 1200
' 5439 11 i Jease Williams, . . - - 200
. i Elijah Watson, - =, - . 20 00
e & Aphonzo H. Alley, .= . - . - 250
In St. Augustine District—Selections. ; o T Alilly, . & 5 .
e 8 T.S8. RF. Acres. 1846. Thomas J, Cain, . = a - 20 00
g 2 . Subdivisionas. . : _ p Pel:r w’.‘?’A” . ) . } ;30 00
7 E Lots 2, 4, 5, 6, 97 gt Aphonzo H, ey, - & B . 10 00 °
po;"x‘;; ‘r?,‘l} 215' T i : i QPre “ John McAlilly, . ; ’ - 3500
T o " Praational l6 a0 ‘ o e~ e e 75 00
Te«“#30%Losl,234,5 :g 2 30¢ 300 04 “ J‘:?I?inBuiRmeﬂ: p % . g gg 00
: m - . - . 00
%““#E II;‘:-SB 7, 8,9,10,11, 17 o 27} 202 34 5 Willism Mischell, . - . - 2500
98 R 27 E, Fractional LS “ . Alexandor Cuipbel, . . 18 00
408 R 51 B, Lots 1, 2, 3, 18 1078 1811 “ .. William B.Seely, . e il
" Lots 1,2, 3,4,5, 21 12 26Q 230 48 “  Thomas D, Wilson, ; " - 15 00
m%‘E.‘ 8 238 Oy Ty Oy 12 [ % : 95‘,;1 “ il P x g ; '
T 12 8:R 26 E, Fractiopal, 16, 12,265 . William Swann, ’ - 1500,
Pl iy, fh oo S ey “  John Clarke, “ # 5 & 5 00
. : I R “ David W. Hollomon, . - : - ‘25 00
: ’ ; £ o .
L8 lected for deficient 18th Seetions, Sl - Uz Williame, e s o Y 35 00 /.
‘ s‘ﬂ.'.c':,:i,::f g “ M08 80! “  Robert 8. Tacker, . : g . 3500
: 3 oad ‘ Y o H B b 1847. ‘PeterMWylie, 2 " #os o & - 3500
9 For Internal Impm 1 = . “ " Jdin: M S - 3 - 60 00
' Roported his yéar but not yet scted on, ' '155,00114 w  William Edwards, . - - - P60
“eepb “cost of ‘selecting all of ‘the:linds in"tkis schedule is - William E. Howell, . = - . 1188
’ 3 L3centspermcre. A g
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Years.. (;: ¢ Numes'of Lessets. - G S--D:.‘.

1847. George W. Philips, e . 40 00
" “ll;{ M. Bryan, . . . - 800

“ Rachel King, CEE = a 15 00
_ Total in Gadsden, . . 8790, 00

% & Jackson, . . i 110.75

*$900+75

+'# Of this sum it is doubtful whethét more than $350 will be collectible:

C.] CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECRETARY OF
THE TREASURY. ’
) * STt. AUGUSTINE, Sept. 2d, 1847.
Sir : By the act of 3d Maxch, 1845, entitled An Act supplemental
to the act for the admission of Florida, &ec., eight entire sections of
Inm aze granted to said State, for the purpese of fixing the seat of

. Gevernment. -

. dtis hoped that the term * entire,” may net be so intePpreted, or
applied, as o restrict the selections to the legal subdivisions, or
ssetion lines. For such. restriction would render the grant almost
valusless, as the good lands in Florida are much cut up with pre.
emptions, “ armed occupation,” and other private claims.

Asearly communication from you, touching the matter suggested,
for your consideration, is respectfully solicited. e L
. T bave the honor te be, sir, your obedient servant, :

; - JOHN BEARD, -
; Register of Public Lands for the Stale of Florida.
. Hon. R. J. WaLkER, Secretary of the Treasury. oo

Tnn'um- DeranTirxT,

+8irz I acknowledge the receipt of youteo ication of the 2d
iet.; inquiring as to the construction put:by the-Department on the

aet of:3d Masch, 1846, supplemental to the set for-the admission of
Florkde, &c., and have to.state inreply that I bave referred the same
w0 the, Commissioner of the General Land Offiee, for a report at as
early <date as convenient. Whan that sepertshall have been fe.
esived and cansidered, you will be advised of -the views bf this De-
partment. on the subject of your commupiestion. .~ A

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient: seevant of
o _ R. J-WALKER, Sesreloryof the: Treasury.’
wdenuN B.“DQ_E“—, i . EEe ;gw,l - -
Bagister-of Public Lands for Staie of Flerida, 5t. Augwstine, Pla.

4

i

N

3

sl _ Tnu.ssvnf Dnin'l’!ﬂi‘, g
Tado . 16th, 1847,
. &ir: In furiher reply to your som“nw'ept 1 1bd 2d.n '
= 53 LGt bpr B Am‘prq i Witk
(;?ect_to the -m;uglmar@f# Rirtion, Mﬁﬁ%ﬁq o
16 e ; ﬂ‘i ® ligns.

43, gravting fo the S pr ida _
for the purpose.of fixing | wm%m  herewith
Wita sapy afa.report 16, me lrpm. &%a@ £ ol e Glais

and Office, undet dute of (He 10t insiant, and the gécompiany
prinied Circular, showing the construction placed gn i
similar grants (o other Blates by the General Land |
‘hlconﬂmcllimlgon@ur. r{_' Sy

am, Sir, very respectfully,
"Your abedient sorvait,

Jomx Beazp, Esq., ?

5

L

Secrefary of the Treapury;
=" Register of Public Lands for Floridls, St. Augustine, Flgi~

foory]

. Gexmryt Linn Orrrox,
8ir : F have the honor to ack Bl:pdt:pmﬁzer e
: or to acknowledge. ceipt.of i
the 2d inst., from John Beard, Esq., &mgﬁfmdm:g
Btate of Florida, referred by.you to. this office—in which that gen
tleman states that it is lioped that the terms of fhat part of the act of
8d March, 1845, by which there are graated to the State of Flori
“eight entire sections of land, for the pyrpose of fising their seat af
g«l:v:l};:l;m:::,“b:sz mr be s mmpetliar applied, as'to restrict the
gal subdivisions, or section lines—ns 3 i

ion would render the grant dMul:‘lﬁl, &c. Sy a8

In accordance with your direction endorsed thereon, I have the hox
nor to state, that in my opinion the terms of the grant above magnq.
od, require that the whosc-nf these eight sections should be located
in ane body, at such point as may be fixed upon by the proper suthor-
ities of Florde, es their seat of Goversment and that the seat of
Gaovernment for dbmt Sate should be fixed upow the lands thus grant.
ed.  Such appears.to have heen the opinion of this office on all sim.
ilar lands, as you will perceive by reference to the enclosed cirenlar
fo Regiater and Raceiver, of 11th Oct. 1837—and the opinion of the

Belicitor of this office, of 19th ember, 1837.
Mr. Beard’sletter kheﬁwmmaaﬂ'. it : '
Very respectfully,
(Sigaed) . . i RD M. YOUNE, -

L

Hoa, R. J.'Wﬂlm. Sec’y of the Treaeury: °
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: SoviciTor’s Bureav,
, : Beptember 19, 1837,

Sir: I have examjned the ?e-ﬂo_l! propounded by the Register at
Kalamazoo, in his lettér of the 30th ultimo, viz: “ Whether it be
necessary that the selections made by the several counties, under the
act of May 26th, 1824, should be ac¢tually used as sites of the several
Court Houses, or as county seats, or whether they be viewed as
made for the benefit of thie counties 7" ; b

The ister states, * that if actual occupancy as county seats be
required, the advamtages of the act will be nugatory; that 'the
county seat has long heen established, and if compelled to'change the
location on to the tract selected, the counl_‘ would be loser, instead of

iner, by the selectionr. ‘That selectidhs bave heretofore been made

y counties, with the impression that there was no obligation to fix
the seat of justice on the location.” The Register aske the advice of
the Department, as to the true construction ofthe act. - § i
h‘tg: question probably involves & class of cases somewhat ex-
tensive, and perhaps errors in judgment by men who will not yield a
first impression without a reason, I bave carefully turned my atten-
tion to all the acts of Congress which bestow privileges of this de-
" scription. ]

The firstact of the kind bears date February 25th, 1811, and
authorized the entry only of the lands * fixed upon as the sites of the
permanent seats,” &c. and required the patents 10 be made to'the
Commissioners, &c. for that purpose. (L. U. 8. Vol. 4, p. 8386.)

The next act (April 19, 1818, vol. 6, p. 69,) granted four sectiom
to the State of Indiana, * for the purpose of fixing the seat of Govern-
ment thereon,” and required the location to be made before the puls-
lic sale of the lands of the United States surrounding such location.

The act of March 3, 1819, further provided for said location by
fractions, but with no other change of terms.

The act of 20th-April, 1818, granted to Alabama, for the location
ofthe Seat of Government therein, one section of land. (Vol. 6, p.
351.) - :

1'he act of 20th February, 1819, granted to the State of Missis
sippi a quantity of land, not exceeding two entire sections, requiri
the same to be located in one entire tract, at sueh place as lbouﬁ
% be designated for the Seat of Government therein,” by the State,
and before the commencement of the public sales “ of the ajoinis
and surrounding lands of the United States.” (Vol. 6, p. 374.)

The’act of 3d March, 1819, (same vol. p. 426,) grants four sec-
tions to the State of Iilinois, * for the purpose of fixing a Seat of Gov.
ernment thereon,” with similar provisions as to-the locatjon. -

The act of 6th March, 1820, (Vol. 8, p. 4568,) makes a similar
grant, with similar restrictions, to the Btate of Missouri.

The act of May 15, 1820, (Vol. 6, p. 542,) grants the State of
Oklio.-a pre-emption to a quarter section of land, at the mimimum
grice, “ in or near the contre'of each county,” within ths cession madb

¥ the treaty-of-September 20, 1818, for the establishment of a seat

e
sacion vackploe 1he comiey S0 M et ot e
widon, - hat the seate of oo shal oo e hreteund pr-
hi:%l_:; :‘:tn l:;dh.;uy ﬁdia%f'giz:-) I quarter ncliéw{ ‘.:N 3
a Seat of Government, “to be loeated previously to a u‘;::? ?l?: “:35

Jjacent lands, under the authority of the Governor thereof; at the point -

to be selected for the permanent Beat of Go id Perri
tory.” (Vol. 7. p. 275.”) ot
—The act ol May 26, 24, (now under consideration,) grants ‘a
pre-emption to ome-quarter section each, to the several counties or
parishes of each State and Territory of the United Biates, where
there are public lands, “for the establishment of seats of Jjustice

therein ;” and provides, * that the seat of Justice for said counties or -

parishes respectively, shall be fixed previously to a sal
Joining lands within the county or parish for wiich the c:n;': ::;o:&-d.
ted.” The second section of the act repeals so much of the former
laws “ps requires said seats of justice to be continued at or near the
cel;lrcla of said counties or parishes.” ;

n looking at all these laws, evidently “ in pari materia,”
to be regarded an extension of a like pgvilegﬁo the one gr:z‘l’e?g;

the first act, I cannot, for 2 moment, hesitate as to the true construction

of the act of May 26, 1824, These acts, taken together,

Congress have intended throughout to pursue a uni%:rm ;uslgfm'i!]l?ot

title of the latter act, as well as the language used in the body of the

first section, plainly indicates that the intention was fo require the

location to be made at the point where the seat of Justice should be

cstablished, and that the quarter sections selected should contain il 1

am of opinion that all selections and purchases under this act, which -

were not, at the time of entry, selected as the site for the seat of jus,

li!gl; of the proper county or parish, are nullitjes, and without WArrang
of law, ;

The provisions of these several acts, which require as a itio
the fixing of the seat of justice before the public E&le of lhec:;i‘::?;
Jands, was, without doubt, to insure to the United States an equira-
lent for the grant, in the enhanced price for which the adjoining lands
would sell, in consequence of being near the seat of justice ; and it
may well be doubled, whether Congress could Jawfully make the.
grant but for this reason. By the compact with Virginia, the United
States took the title of these lands as Trustees, * as a common Jund
Jor all the States,” and agreed “that they should be faithfully and
,bgnaﬁdcdia?oaeda for that purpose, and far no other use or purpa
whaisoever.” Without a breach of faith and violation of contraet,
they cannot dispose of any part of them in a way that almll‘iipfpdt ;
or diminish the aggregate of the fund. And unless they can grant




m -
, proteck:the fund, by.an advines of prica:in-the salés of
m lands; ary: b Lﬁ-ﬁm;«;mm}m
ty or parish of a pnrlion{nr State mean the same thing, as Sall the
.imqf.mc . Lowogld:ast lesiatie’ (0 declare the
at an assamption of powen, dad & vicletion of cospract. -
J' insiruciing the Begisérat Kilamazoo, and all

“l‘.: e Pna:ﬁolgwmﬂm?;r;r
: g AL i -

oLy ".J;'?.? the State shall bate fzedand established, prior
10 the 'ﬂ"e' “sales of the adjscent public lands, the seat of jutice. \

gnl at they be instrocted to permit no selection or entry to be
herealter made in violation of the -bon‘gkg. and that they report
gvery selection not made in accordanice wigh it. g )
g ' atfully, obedient servant, gy

. lm-’f"f‘" el 'BIRCHARD, Solicitgr,

To Jaxzs Wrircous, Beq., Commissioner, . '

Borvespondente with the Oommissianer of the General Land Office.
3 . S7. AuGUSFINE, Sept. alh,‘£_43&
1# ;-1 beg leave to call your attention to an important corflict be,
leon the 2d|gection ol thqut of 20(h May, 1826,and the 2d general
e in ‘& Circular dated 30th August, 1832, addressed by the Com.
flsifoner of the General Land Office to Registers and Receivers,
prescribing the mode of making selections for school purposes.
&"Mﬁ perceive that whilst the Circular restricts lel'e.cuom to
#'{Re nearest gdjla_eenl township wherein good land exists,” the Act
&f 1828, in a spir| better according with the enlightencd purpose of
the grantars, authorizes selections to_ be made * out of any u appro-
pristed public land within the lnbntd district where the Tounship for
. S:ri’f the rulé of the uc‘:ryculw is 1o be adhered to, the purpose
of the grant must, in many cases, he defeated ; for an examination of
86 Toimship

entitled to a selection, and when il contains n'p good

Iand unappropriated, of the adjacent Townships, would, in all caxes,

by the incident expents, diminish the value ,gf_ the’ grants;; and, in
°¢ases of smill complements, would absorh the whole.

“Ow the contrary, if the law be the rule, selections may be made
With the less difficulty, ak much less %pe,npe 10 Florida, and. with as
m’ﬁaﬂm“t to the interest 'of the U. 8, ' i
; [mﬁm two propositions are obvious, The third I'll try to dem.

e, ; : : i
pose we be restricted to the #ule. The locating agents will
Nm “ sdjacent Township,” and as tracts toa small to be taken

ate for any other purpose, may be taken for fhis, the U. B.-
; 1 ' valdahle gdéi:;" ﬁhpe(:li;ﬂ%g m:;utl,"!’l" the'?

d, for the’ hurpose of ‘saring espense, the Stufe agents
' “Fp":giﬁ , m-one hody, ogeégdiaeﬂ'mﬁ.'in'_ ‘g

(e

distriet, the quantity required.to mike up tha:tompliments of el the
Towaships in such district.- “And thus«the Siate wenld take for
schools only what she might take for Internal isiprovements ; and as
far as the U. S. are concbrned it seams to s to bed maller of ine
difforence for which of thosa.objectsithe Jandishall bs takens . -

‘Hoping that the forégoing view may be eodtursed with, I-bave thjs
day sent to the Newnansville office a list of'selootians made ja ac:
cordange with the Act of 1826, e Lestseppe® :

A reply, at your earliest convenience, tyill, especially:if. in accor-
dance with the above suggestions,  greatly expedits a trouhlesome
business, and, oblige, sir, Yourob’taere’t, . - . ., ;

. . JOHN. BEARD, Register, 4c.

“Ricmarp M. Youwe, Commissioner.

Gyyepar Lanp Orrice, September 17, 1847,

B1r :—In reply to your communication of the ﬂ[h;inq'il‘i aye (0
state, that townships and fractional townships, within the State of

Florida, entitled to select School Lands under the law of 1826, will

be permitted to make selections *:out of any ' propriated publie

land within the land district where the township (l;':gwblm%ﬂﬂﬂr

tion is to be made) is situated, - i,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) RICHARD M. YOUNG, Commissioner.
Jonn Beaeo, Esq., Register of the Siateof Florida, St. Augustine, .

E.] The State of Florida in account with John Beard, Register
- : ‘of Public Lands. ;
£ ” Y.

DR.
February, expenses visiting Genersl Land Office, on g
the public busincss, - A T - 8201 45
March, paid D. H. Burr, for services, - - 4500
April 1, paid Hugh Archer, appraiger, - 70 00
April 19; paid I, M. Gould, for blagks, .. -

20

May 18, paid T. Demilly, for work for office . 700
June 1, paid J. A, Edmondson, . - - o . .6 60
June 3, paid B. Barkley, appraiser, . - 92 00
May 3, expenses attending sales; - - c - 83 70
June.7, Hopkins & Meginniss, for sundries,

For offite, use, -~ . . tm : 51 18
June 7, G. Vingerhoets, for desk and tables, . - - - 34 (
June 8, O. A. Myers, for services in office, -  _ . 26 3
June 8, Kirksey E Seward, for cloth for-office, - . 4
June.9, Floridian office, advertising and hlanks, . 600
June 0, Advertiser, Apalachicolay advertising, S 'ég‘:B

“ % n

June 10, Sentinel, Tallahassee, .
gune, 10, Journal, Tallahassee, udveniuing".:nd blanks,- gﬂ 00
une 10, P, A, Hayward, books and stationery,. -~ . :
June 14, Chafl:ugn,‘mmi‘y, Ad(ﬁuin‘ il . ﬂ::g

June 14, Tressurer, money borrowed by‘Gommnt._ to.
pay locnling agents, i . . - 1400 00
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June'14; Colembus Times, for -lunlnhg, . " 24 50
June 14, Savannak Georgian, s i 29 25
‘October 4, Burt, for paper, - - 1 45
Novewber 9, R. H. Whiting, for fire -!'ondor, 2 2 50
November 9, B. l‘. ‘Whitaer, Jr., locating lands, . 1143 30
November 8, A. M. Mpb, locating lands, - 2600 00
November 9, Henry Wells; “ “ 8 410 00
November 8, Snmuel J. Perry, “ “ - 324 65
November 0, Britton Barkley, * v - 729 69
November 9, B. F. Whitner, Jr,, 4 “ % 63 69
November 9, S. J. Perry, a mnr. s - . 1500
November 9, ©. A. Myers, for services in absence of the
Register, on public business, - . 68 33
November 9, Hopkins & \deginnm, and- ironl, tongs
and shovel, ; - 2 50
Nowm‘ber 9, Polugel, . . -~ .633
7,883 66
By balance in hands of Register in 'Preuury Certifi. _
cates and cash, ~ 5 5,075 33
e $12,908 99
By cuh received for Seminary Lnnd sold, - - $11,288 26
.- “ from Dr. D. L. White, ag’t for rents, - 202 30
“ «- o from late President of Trustees, - -. 1,062 38
“ oo “ from Gov. Moseley, balance borrowed
from Treasurer as per account allow- :
ed last year, - - . 40 00
By Pmmun; on Treasury Cemﬁum, ’ . - 226 05
P ————
% — $12,008 99
: General sigiement gf Bcalmqry Funds.
D.e by bond for land, - $24,032 36
".I'nmry Certificates and cash in hlndl, of Regmer
_as per contra, - 6,075 33 -
Five per cent. fund of 1845. m Sllte Tromq, . 975 80
" Ditto of 18486, ascertained bat mot mahad, - - 1,030 92
&qlbdue by G. O. McMullin, - . - 956 42
g“ y Lessees, (exhibit B.) - . 900 75
Perritorial Treasury, see lopquorh'elt omel-
alh i,
. - = 50
*Unsettled m’ Hon. T. iahull . . 'u 56
!. JOHN mln. w of Publie um
4 W. D. mr.

ST PRGN T
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