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SENATE JOURNAL. 

· MoNDAY, 22d November,. ' 1847. 

The Senate was called to order· at one o'clock, P. M., by H . 
Archer, Secretary of the last Senate; and the roll being called, the 
following SenatQrs ans"'ered to .their names, viz :-· · 

From Al4chua and Marion~Gabriel Priest. 
FroM JejferMm-1obn- M. Smith. 
From Fra·nk~in-R. ·1.- Ffoyd. 
There not being a quorum present, the members present adjourn- · 

ed until to-morrow, 10 o'Clock. · 

TuESDAY, 23d November, 1!;!47. 

The roll being called at 10 o'clook, pursuant to a~jourpment, the ' 
following members answered to their names, viz :-

Messrs. • .~\very, Au&tin; Brett, Burritt; Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorri• 
mer, McLean: McMillan, Moseley Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Ta. 
bor, Tracey, Walker and Watts: · . 

A quorum being present, on motion, Mr. Fairbanks was called to 
th'e Chair. . 

The following members·produced certificatt'S oftb~ir election, and 
were sworn by Edward M. West, Justice of the Peace for L'e·m 
County, viz :-- , · 
. Messrs. AverJ, Floyd, Buhitt, Brett, Watts, T~acey, ~oiitb, San-
derson, Moseley. . . · . . 

On motion of Mr. McLe_an, th~ bu~iness of t~e session was opened 
with prayer by'the .Rev. Mr. Choice. : 

On motion, the' Senate proceeded to the ele~tion of President. 
Mr. McLEAN, of Walton, received thirteen votes; 
Mr: BuRRITT, of Duval; receivedlfour votC8·; . 
Whereupon Mr. McLEAN was declared duly. elected . 

. . l\les5rs. Floyd, Avery and Tab~r, were appointed a Committee to . 
conduct the President elect to the t:hair, which duty they-performed, 
and the Presiden~,· o~- taking the Vhair, returned his .acknowlcdg. 
menta, in a short and appropriate a~dr:ess. . . 

On motion, the Senate. proceed~d to the elect!on of Secretary ; 
· When Mr. Cbas. W. Do"'ning was declared unanimously elected. 

Tbe Senate then proceeded to th~ election of an Assistant Secr.e: 
.tary ; and, 
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Silu W. Sandenon was unanimously elected Aasiatant Secretary 
of tbe Senate. 

Tbe Senate · ne1t proceeded to the election of Enrolling and En. 
groasing Clerk. The vote wu as follows: · 

A. H . Buab, 13 
Ulank, 3 

Mr. Fairbanks was e1cuaed from voting. 
Mr. Bush waa decllued duly elected. 
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of Sergeant-at. 

:\rma; 
Mr •. W. W. Taylor was unanimoualy elected. 
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the e)pction of l\leaaenger. 
A. G. McLean was unanimously elected. 
Tbo officers ele;:t~d were severally aworn by the President, as the 

Constitution requires. 
On motion of Mr. Fairbanka, the Rules of the l111t Senal~> wer~ 

adopted 111 the Rulea of the present Seuion until other Rulea be 
adopted. 

On motion oll\h>. Avery, a committee ccmsiating of 1\-[essrs. Avery, 
Sanderaon, and Austin, waa aJlpointed to inform the House tbat the 
Senate waa organized and ready to proceed to buaineu. ' 

. On motion, Measrs. Tabor, Burritt, and Fairbanks were appointed 
a committee, on the part of the Senate, to act with a simila-r com. 
millee from the Honse, to wait upon hia Ercellency tbe Governor, and 
inform him that the two Houaea were now organized and ready to 
proceed to buaineas. 

Mr. Smith oft't~red the following: , 
Ruolced, That the Senate go into the election of Printer, at a com. 

ponaation to be fix~d on afterwards. · 
Mr. F~ti rbanka oft'ered the following amendment to the above reso-

lution: • 
Be il resoll'Cd, That the Secretary of the Senate obtain scaled pro. 

poaals for doing the printing of tbia body at ita present session-that 
aaid proposals ahall slttle-

h t, The price they will furniah 500 copies of the Journals per page, 
and the arldittonal price for daily slips. . · 

2d, The Misct•llanPous Printing of the Senate, such as Bills, Re. 
ports, &c. , counting 75 copiea, per 100 words. 

T ila t auch sealed proposala be opened by the President. 
\\' t.ich amendment was rejected. 
Ill r. A rcry offered the following aa an amendment to the originj l 

resolut iun : 
Aoi.J tlw wnrds "bv tho Senate" after the word afte rwards. 
On the qut>stiun of tho adoption ol the amendment, the ayes and 

noes w~rc callcll by Messrs. Fairbanks and Floyd, and were as fol . 
)uws: 

Ay··•- \lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lorri. 
mer. ~l c.\l il!.w, l\loscl<'y, S'lndcrson, Smith, Tracey, Walker, W11111 
-13. 
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Noes-Meaara. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, and Tabor-4. 
So the amendment was adopted. · 
The resolution aa.amended \vaa then adopted. . 
On motion tlie Sen11te then proceederl to the election of a Printer. 
S. S. Sibley and Smith & Bartleu were nomin~~ted. The votq 

was aa follows : 
For S. S. Sibley.:....Mr. Pre&ident, Me11r1; A•·ery, A~stin, Brett, 

flurrill, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moaeley, ~rieat, Sanderson, Tracey, 
Walke r, Walls-13. ' 

.For Smith & Bartlett-Mesera. Fairbank• ·and Tabor-2. 
lllank, Mr. Smith. 
Mr. F loyd was excused from ''oting. 
rt~r. S. S. Siblt>y was declared duly · elected Printer to tbe. preaent 

fCSSton. · 
Mr. Fairbanks oft'ered tho following: 
Resolood, That the cQmpe.nsation of the Printer of the Senate be 

110w determined. 
Which was adopted. 
Mr.- Fairbanks oft'ered the following : 
Rcsolt>td, That the Printing of the .Senate, during ita present aes. 

cion, be executed by S. S. Sibley upon the following terms, to wit: 
That he furnish 500 copies of the J ournals of the Senate · at f 2 

per page, count_ing one copy.; and·.daily slips of the proceedings at 
:.!5 cents per page of 550 w >rda. That. he shall erecuto the misceJ. 
Janeous pninting of the Senate, such 81 bills, reporta, &c.;. at ; cent 
per 100 words, counting 75 copies. · 

Which wu adopted. 
l\lr. Fairbanks moved that the Secretary of the Senate" be author. 

ized to purchase stationery for the Senate, not to 01ceed the sum of 
liOv dollars. 

~[r. Lorrimer·moved to amend the above rt>solution by striking 
out the words " not to exceed the sum of filly dollars." · . 
Whi~b amendment was lost. · 
Mr. Ave ry moved to amend ~ystriking out the word;" fi(ty dollars," 

and inserting "twenty dollars." _ 
Which amendment \\Ill losi.-
Mr. Lorrimer. rnoved to amend liy Sl(iking out the word .. fiOy," and 

inserting" ten." . · · 
Which amendment was lost. 
The .volE! being tnkcn on the,original resolution, it was lost. 
On ·motion of l\lr. Avery; it was I ·. \ 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate -be authorized to fur: 

n!"h stationery to the Senate, in an, amount not to exceed 1 wenty dol. 
hri. · · · · 

Which was adopted. · 
Mr. Tabor moved to' ntljourn until to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, A. l\1. 
W hich motion-was lost. , 
·on motion of Mr. Fairb:mlts, the Senate arljnurncd uatil 3 o'clock, . 

t'. M. . 
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3 o\·LOt:K, P. M. 

l\lr. Fairbanks gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce the following bills, viz : 

A bill so a he ring the Constitution of this State as to make the ses. 
lions of the General Assembly bienni,al instead o(. annual. 

Also a hill so amendin" the l..!onslitution of this Stale as lo oxtcrul 
to all free white inhahita~ls, he in" citizens of the United States, who 
shall ha,·e resided within thl' Stat~ one year, the elective franr.hisc. 

l\lr. Sanderson "<ll"c notice that, on some future day, he would ask 
lea\'e to inlrodocc The full owing bills, viz: 

A bill to abolish the office of Tax Collector nnd Assessor. 
Also n bill to provide for the payment of Jurors. 
The Committee appointed to wait on the House, and inform thr.rn 

of tbe or«anizat ion of the Senate, reported that they bad performed 
that duty~ 

On motion of Mr. ,\\-cry, )Jr. Aust in was excused until l\Jonday 
next. 

1\lr. S:mdcrson submitted the following: . 
Resoh cd . That the Comptroller be reqncslrd to furnish lo tho 

Senate scp~rate statements of tho expense incidc?t to the ass~ssmcnt 
and collection of the Stale nnd County rcrenuc 111 tho sercral coun. 
ties ofthe Stale. 

\Vbich was adopted. . . 
A nwssagc was rece i,·ed from the House, rnfor!mng the Senate 

that that hody had organized, and was read~ fo~ bus111ess. , 
The committee appointed lo wait upon.hrs Excellency the Gover. 

nor and inform hirl1 of the organization of th~ Senate, rqmrted that 
they had performed that duty. . . . 

His Excl'l lencv the Go,·eruor transmrlled to the Senate, lly hrs pn­
. vate Secretary, 6 . .\. :\Jyers, his third annual 1\lcssagc. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the Senate . 

amllfvuse of R eprcscnlalzl'cs: 
· In the communication made to the last Grneral Assembly, the 

Exccuti,·e had the happiness to CQngratulate his t.c llo~\' ciri~ens w.ith 
re«a r·d to the b!cssin"s of heahh, aild of pr.osperlly, rn their \'ar~ed 
pu~sui ts . It is a sou~ce of heartfe lt ~atisf:1cti~n to he cnahlcd t~ grre 
\'ou, at this time, new assurances ol the contmuancc of th~ f:1~ors; of 
i•rO\·iuencc. The current year has but inc reased our ?hhg:~trons to 
tloc great Source of our muhiplicd bmmties. ,\t no pcrrod, srnce the 
or.zanization of. tire :S:ate liovcrnrm•nt, Ira\·~ we had mor? .cause of 
... ,;\rirudc fior the continuation of hc<1lth, the nch reward.> of rndustry, 
~11J the 8rl'ady admnccrncut of our great social ir.1tercsts and rnor~l 
impro,·erneut, than at the present. Ueiug tl.ws srgn;dl): blessed, rt 
becomes our dutr when cntcrin« upon the drschargc of those trusts 
confiJed to us as"tiro r<'prcsrnlati,':'es ofthr prnp!r, not only to cxpre~s 

our tbanktirlness and grp.titulle for the past, but · so lo invoko tlie aid 
and guidance of that 'Almighty Being who cont'rols events, as that nil 
our deliberations may be directed to the advancement of the great 
interests of tho people, and the. promotion of tbe honor and reputat'<Jrt 
of the Stat~. 'Without sucll aid, we cannot lwpe for succeSII. 

With these preliminary remarks, I proceed to the discharge of a_bigb­
ly responsible nnd important duty, imposed, upon tho ChiPf Executive 
i\fa«islrato of the State, at the commencemel)t of.the annual sessions 
ofiho General Assembly, contained in that clause of the Con•titution 
of the Stale, which requires of him to ·Jay before that body " in forma. 
tion in connection with the· administration of the Government, and 
the recommendation of such measures· as may be deemed 01pedient 
and proper to promote the general welfare." 

Upon a review of the A,etsand Resolutions adopted by the· General 
Assembly sinco tho organizarion of the State, I tuke this opportunity 
to im·itc your alt'ention to the act of lOth Deccm!Jcr, 18.15, providing 
for a Dig~st of tho T erritorial and Stale Laws, and to a suppleme.n. 
tary act of the same session, prodding for the collection and arrange. 
ment of the Stalules of Great Britain of force' in this Stale. It will 
be seen hy an examination of the Acts refe~red to, that the purpose of 
the General Assembly was not only to ha,·o a thorough Digest of all' 
tho Acts of tlw Territorial L.cgislature, of a puhlic nature, and then 
in force, includiug such as might bo passed by the Genera! Assembl.y 
up to the Fall session of 1846, but to collect and arrange, unde~ ap. 
propriato ,heads, all iho Statutes of Great Britain of force in this 
Stale . I have now the salisf:v;tion to inform you that, in the dis. 
char«e of tho duties assigned the Executive in the Acts above named, 
L. A~ Thompson, Esq., was commissioned to carry . into execution 
this wise measure of the G eneral Assembly. A complete Digest, in. 
accordance with the provis,ions of the firs't Act, of inestimable value 
to the Stale, the compilation and completion of ~vhich might well have 
been considered the work of year~, hns been carr!ed through the 
press within a year from its inception, and is now submitted to the 
General Assembly for .such additional legislation, ·if any, as may be 
necessary to perfect t'he work. · · 

I ha,·e deemed it proper to give thig work a prominenJ position in 
this communication for several r~ason~, the juslncss of which will be 
readily seen. Frequent cha!1ges in public laws arc of themseh·e» 
erils of noonlinary m~!,!nilude.• In p. go,·ernmcnt .like ours, with n 

• population cornparati,·ely 8parsc, scattered over 1an extensive terri to .. 
ry, with few f.'lci,lities of intercommunication, such changes are pe • . 
culiarly .so. That the Digest under hot icc will me~t t.ho reasonable. 
expectations oftbo pnhljc, the high reputation of the Commissioner is 
hclic,·ed to be a suflicienl guaranty, independently of the unqualified 
approval and commendation ·of tlw commission appointed to approve 
or disapprove ot""the worT<, as their judgments might dictate. From 
these considerations, it is earnestly but respeclf~lly recommended.· 
that no additionallegisbtion, (at least ofn public nature, and in rc. 
peal of the 'acts composing the Digest,) may bo had at th\l ·present 
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aeaaion,-unless such legislation w-ill be obt•iozuly producLitV! of posilice 
public good. It would aeem to be wise policy at leut, to allow e11. 
pericnce to test the inefficiency of this work-a work of induslry, en. 
ergy and talcnt~before we attempt to improve i! by l!)gislation o( 
®ubiful expediency. · 

Tho collection and arrangement of the Statutes of Great Britain of 
force in this State, contemplated in the provisions of the supplemen. 
tary act referred to, have not yet been completed, but will receive the 
prompt attention of the Commiaaioner at. an early day. 

In the annual message to your immediate pre.,decessors, I felt it 
. to be my duty to recommend the follo\\•ing amendments to the Con• 

atitution of this State, to wit : 
I. Biennial, instead of annual, sessions of the General Assemhh·, 

and the term of eervice of tho members thereof so amended as io 
conform thereto. 

2. A residence of six months, instead of two years, within the 
State, as a .necessary qualification to suffrage. 

3. So amend the 12th ser.tion of the 5th article, that the election 
of Judges of tho Circuit Courts be hereafter made directly by the 
people by general ticket from the entire State, without in other res. 
peels interfering materially with the alternating system as at present 
established by law·; and that the term of scnicc should not continue 
more than len nor loss than fil'e years. , 

It is a gratification to embrace this opportunity to ad,·ise you of 
the adoption, in part, of these recommendations, by tho last Glfnl!ral 
Assembly, (and of their publication in the pub!icjournals oft he State, 
in conformitv to that clause of the Constitution which provides for 
ame'ndments by your body;) but this gratification on tho one part, is 
coupled with a deep regret on the other, that the amendments wero 
not adopted to the full extent of the recommendation. 

The first · amendment provides that the members of the House of 
· Repre·sentatives shall be chosen by the qualified voters, and shall 
acne for tho term of two years from and aficr the day of the first 
election under the amended Constitution, and no longer ;-and the sea. 
tiions of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and commence on 
the 4th Monday in N:o,·ember in each and cYcry year, or at such 

. other time as may be prescribed by law. Tho second amendment 
designates the first l\lon<lay in October, in each and e\'ery second 
year, as the day on which elections shall he held for membcf-s. of the 

· House of Rcpresentati,·cs, or on such other day as may Lo ilorccted 
by law. Tbe third amendment provides that l:lcnators shall ~e c~o­
acn ''Y tho qualified electors for the ' tcrm of fours years, not dtffenng 
in other respect~ from the e xisting Constitution. Tbe fourth amend. 
ment provides ior the classification of the Senators, so ~s to ~onforrrj 
to thn third a'Tlcndment in the extension of their term ot scrvtce fro~ 
I wo to four years. 

The forcgoin" arc in substance the amendments, as agreed to by 
the last GencralJ\ssembly, to the 4th article of the Constitution. If 
it abould be the pleasure of the Legislature now in sc,sion to cstab-

9 

!Ish biennial instead of annual sessions, the adoption of; tlui' first 
clause of the· first amendment, ·as to the term of service of ln.cmberil 
of the House, and of the entlte second amendment, a.s to tbe day and 
year 'of election, will necessarily foll~w. By the third amendment, 
it will be 'seen that the Senatorial term. is extend~d from two to four 
years. In regard to tbis amelldmcnt, I may ~emark that although it 
is the privilege ·of, and may be considered an imperative duty impose_d. 
upon, the Executive, to recommend such amunclments t.o the Conslt· 
tution as in his judgmetit the public good may demand, that privi. 
lege extends no farthe'r. Such, at least, "'"" the construction placed 
upon the powers of the Executive by himself and by the Gt:nentl 
Assembly, at its last session-namely, that' the General Assf:Jmbly 
w_as to all intent·s a convention of the people when amendments to 
the Constitution were under consideration, and as such, entirely inde• 
pendent of the Executive. But to recur to the amendments in ques. 
rion, it is to me a matter of unfeigned. regret that the adoption of bi. 
enninl sessions, (a measure which I ha\·c adi'Ocated at all times and 
on all proper occasions, from a conviction that, if incorporated into 
the Constitu'lion,apart from m_uch positive good resulting from its adop. 
tion, manv existin" evils' would be avoided,) should have been rcn. 
dt•red higi,Jy objecliomible by extending tho term of service of Sen. 
ators to such an unu•al and extraordinary length. Long terms of 
oflicc, particularly of a political nature, are, .it i• believed, in opposi. 
tion to the genius and-spirit of our Republican Institutions, and may 
he said to be indireclly in \'iolation of the maxim, that "frequ.ent re~ 
currcnco to fundamental pfin!!iples is absolutely necessary to prc~en·e 

'the blessings of liberty." It is ther~fo~e most earnestly recommen. 
ded to you, as the immediate rcpre&cntath·es of tho p~oplc, so to ' 
amend the amendment of the last ses3ion as that tho term of mem. 
hers of neither branch of tho General Assembly shall extend beyond 
two years. Aside from objeotions founded on principle, it may be 
remarked that, in a young and growing State like Florida, •ybosc 
population is gradually increasing by accessions composed of much 
of- the intclligenee, wealth a·nd industry of •istor States, upon whom, 
without delay, the burthcns of go••ernment •• rc imposed, it is surely 
impolitic, to say the least, to deprive them, by the organic la\v; of' the 
pri,·ilcgcs of citizens for a rrotracted length of time., · . 

It is also rccorr11ncndcd to amend the amendment to the lst sect ron 
of the Gth article, by striking. out tlie words "one year" whcrc\'er 
they ocr.ut·, and inserting "six inontbs." I re11dily admit that I am 
at a loss to seo ·either the jtistico·or pOlicy of the article as it now ex. 
isis. So far as it discourages emigration to the State, it is most cer. 
tainly objectionable, as a wise policy would dictate e•·cry possihle 
incentive to emi"ration not cnaangcQing the p~~lic.safety. So fiu as 

' it operates uncq~ally upon all who nrc citizens nf the same State, it 
is_not only atui-rcp~tblican, Lut lllljllSt. 

· I av!lil myself of the present oci'c~sion, also, to invite· your atten ­
tion to another suggested amendme·nt, of paramount importance to 
lhe interests of the pe'ople of the Stale. 1\Iy views in relation to it. 
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ro a very liruitt.d extent, engaged the attention of the General As~ 
lllllnbly at its last aeuion. I allude to the change then recommended 
by m~ as !o tho tenure of offte~ ~nd tho f!l~de of election of Judges, o( 
the CtrcUit Court. If tho f' Xtstmg provrstona of the Constitution be 
not changed, an. election of Judges, during good beh'avior, will be 
made hy the Legrslature two years from this time. · It is ob••ious, then, 
~hat thcro is no time to be lost in discussing and maturely consider. 
mg any proposed change of the Constitution in that regard, as it 
mull be adopted, if at nil, by two successivn Legislatures within that 
pt•riod. This circurnatunco, coupled with a sense of duty, is my 
apology fur what might otherwise seem undue importunity in ngain 
earnestly in•·okiog your attention to this subject .~ Reflection, suuse. 
•tuent to the date of my last message, and continued and anxious ob­
oervation of tho two modes of electing Judea, ns exhibitt>d in other 
States, havo but confirmed my opinions heretofore expressed, nnd in­
~rcased my ~cairo to ha•·o tho Constit~tio~ eo amended· as to pro1·ido 
t•>r the elcctton of tho J udges of tho Ctrcutt Court by a direct \ 'Ole of 
t~c people • . I~ is di_(lie_ult to a~count for the existin~ anonmly in our 
:Stille Cousltlultons wluch forhtds to tho people a •·mce in the selec. 
tion oftboso of their public sen·ants who, perhaps, of nil others, have 
tho most to do with taking ca re of their interests. Thou"h the lawo 
under which we Jive bo enacted by the immediate rep res~nlat ires of 

. the people, yet it. is obvious that their trr.:o value depends upon their 
proper administration lty tho judicial officers or tho G overnmcnt.­
An incompetent or fa ithless Judge may render practically worthless 
tbo best system of la ws, while an honest one bas it in his power to 
n•·oid many of the evils of hasty lt>gislation. The ncloption'- of the 
Histing system, is regarded as a lingering distrust of the capaci ty of 
tho people lor scll:government, dcril·cd fi·om our Eng lish nncestors­
nianifostly a system opposed to the spirit of our free institutions nnd 
to the rights of the people. The objections usually made to the pro. 
llOSCd system of election, I ha1·o reason to believe, exist more in np. 
J>rehension than in r.~ct. So f.u as my obsermtions nnd enquirieo 
have extl'nded ns to tbe ell~cts of the system in other Stales where 
it hao been adopted, none of the results usually predictPd by its oppo­

. nents ha1·o been experienced, while all the benefits anticipated by its 
friends bn,·o been realized in an eminent degree. If, then, the po. 
~it ion here assumed he tnt~, that the system proposed secures the sc. 
lection or J udgl's not less ' 'iJilant in tho discharl:e of their dutica, 
and in other respects equally entitled to public conlidenco 'Yith those 
selected hy intermediate agents, no exceptions can he taken to it on 
theso grounds. And the Legislature certainly will not desregard 
another •·ery important considerati_on, namely, that n dirt>ct \'ole by 
the people t;,r Jud)!es of the Circuit Court is ll~r.ir uudoubtrcl right-a 
r ight hitherto withht•lu; nor will they lightly esteem the fnct, not Je;s 
•rorthy or considt•ration, that n postponement of this subject to nnp. 
the r session of tho General Assembly, l' irtually nullifies this right~ 
wbicb you alone, undor existing circumstances, bavo the power to re ~ 
!'lore. 
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ln connection with this aul~ect of tho Ju 'ciary aystem, m}: atten. 
'~ion has been ~irccted, nt the fequeat of rna y respectable ~it izens. 
to another important change i!! the Qrganizati n of our Courts--hereto­
foro recommended at the adjourn d term oft e first General Assembly. 
I submit this to you, 11 second ti c, fo r you considHration, on account 
of its great utility.and importnnc udc to a separate Chnnc.ery 
Court. Among the many adrimtag~s of this measure wbic.h will oc. 
cur to you, I will confine myself to one only; and upon this point my . 
own oltscrrations bt\l'e confi rmed the reports of those betlcr qualified 
from tht•i r position to judge, llhd more directly interested. 1\fost of 
the suits in our Courts, im·uh·ing largo amounts of property, and whiclt 
render uecc&sa ry the examination n"'l disc_ussion of the 1nore aLstnr>~ 
principles of tho law, llrt', tcdlllically speaking, to be found on t b~ 
equity side of the Court ducl;ct; nnd yet it is belie•·ed to he n·ruJ.; 
uni••crsally ohs,•n·ed, (growing out of the 'existing system,) to g il·e 
precl•dcnco to law cases; the cor,st>qu~nce of which, ~o f.u as my 
ul,sc rrat io>n ha~ extend,·d, loas ever been, in all the Stnt~s where thi,i 
t~ptern is in fu rct>, to postpunc the more important business to th1• 
vory last ho11rs of the Court, •·•hich is th~n tlispo~t·d of hastily, an.J 
in mo~t ca~es unsat isfl•ctotily; or fro rn necessity continued fi·om terrn 
to term, to the great d~rrim~nt of the rights of the partles • . I will 
not enlarge upon this topic. T he experience of en1ry la>~·ye r nnd rna. 
uy a l ong-•nll" rin~ suitor, will furu ish eddenco of what I have slated, 
nud of it; injuo ious ctll·ct<. ilfanJ or both cla~es, ha,'c seen an cntiru 
day dHuted to the trial of some 'petty ofl~ndc r fur· som11 trilling mi•­
demea nor, .or to est ~ I,Ji.l o tho rclatin! rights uf parli~s to property of. 
Jess \·nhn• titan the costs incurred in the iurcsti'gation; when after. 
wards a •in~lc. lwu t· of the Court (usually frn ru exhaustion and tlw want 
,,r lillll.') coultluut lw afliu·t!cd tO acout ro\·t•rsy iu\:OI\'iug a latgc amourlt 
uf l'"''i'erty and re>ling 011 compl icated questions of law. The··~. 
ta!tli,hmeul of n S<'JI!Iratc Cl:ancery Couot would correct these evils, 
nnd atlionl ampl<! ti ut() nnJ opr(ortunity fitr theddibcrato aJministra. 
tion nt' jus:ict•. I tun a wan·, or course, that the proposed Court would 
ini'Uirc a n additional cxpr :ISl', which should not ltc incautiously in. 
currcd. Bur if the nd1·antug••s arc such as I have been induced to 
•ui'l'""~· I hare rt·ason to locJi,••·e thut·a I'NJ brief experrer:ce • ocould 
rcc•>uci!c l'l'cry person to tire expense. l\loreover, the.exjle t"e ofth" 
Court mi;;ht nwa!urai,Jy ho . thrown upon those wh'o would derin' 
most immediate ltenrfit li·om it, nnd _whu would, doul,tless, rejoice to 
incur a small ac!.li:ionnl c.~pe n"c i!l rxclmngc foor the dl•lays,·cinhl)r­
rassmrnts and ~'!her inconn·uienccs to which tlll'Y arc now snl,ject,•d 
lrorn th<' pres••nl ;ystl'm. ft is IJclievcJ that a tax of th·e dollars upon 
m•ery su;:, with a small a<!J ;:ional per centngc on the amount finally 
rcco1·ercd, to be nsct•rtaiucJ it) some m01le rt>adily de•·is<'d, would 

, nearly, pcr!.aps cnl ioc ly, ,pay the cxp~nscs of thil Court, and, I think. 
gi\·c gl'Ucral sathfitction. · 

At the lirst session of _tlu.l General Assrmhly, a resolution wu 
adopted ·authnl'izing the Executive to appoint lit and crompctent p<'r· · 
~ons to act and corJler \fitu persons toLe appointed loy the Executirll,i 
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of Georgia and Alabama, u commissioners to run and mark the bou~. 
dary line betwesn the States of Georgia, Alabama and Flo•ida, in 
conformity with the treaty of 1795, between Spain and the United 
Stl\tea. I regret to ha1•e to inform you tbat in regard to the line be. 
twe-en Georgia and-this State, Commisaionera were appointed on the 
part of both, who, af\er a protracted efl'ort to carry into efl'e.ct the ob­
ject of the resolution, eventually separated without having accomplish. 
ed that object. This information having been communicated-to your 
immediate predeccsaors, with the correspondence and report of tho 
Commissione rs, and no new instructions having been received in re-
11\tion to the subject, no farther attempt at negotiation baa been made. 
The same douht and unce rtainty as to the true line still exist. Tho 

· subject is again refMred to you as a matter of deep concern not only 
to the people of the State, but more especially so to those who live in 
the immediate •·icinity of a line heretofore.run and marked from El­
licott's mound, near tlie source of the St. Mary's River, to the junctiol) 
of the Flint and Chattaboochie Rivers. 

It is truly gratifying to me, however, to be enabled to Inform you 
that our negotiations with Alabama have been entire ly successfuL­
Commissione rs on the part of the respective States, together with a 
gentleman, of no ordinary reputation, as Engineer, convAned imme . 
diately nfler the adjournment of the last Legislature, and without en. 
countering any serioua obstacles to an adjustment of the line d)vJding 
that State and Florida, united in a Report to thei r respective G<>vern­
e rnmcnts ; which, with all the Documents in connection with it, is 
now on file in the Executive office, and will he submitted to the L e­
~islaturc without delay, whenever its wishes in th11t respect a rc made 
known. It may not be improper to remark, at this time , t~at the re ­
port is highly satisfitctory to the Executi1•e, from a conviction thnt the 
Commissioners ba.:o identified and ngreed upon the line originally 
marked, be ing latitude 31n North, and which, it will be remembered, 
is the houndary ns fhed by the treaty of 1795. • 

As the .control and direction of the very liberal grants of Public 
Lands made by the Fede ral Go1·ernment to the State fi>r Seminaries 
,,f Learning, Common Schools, and Internal Improvements, we re con­
fided by the Genera l Assembly almost exclusively to the Regi~ter of 
Public Lands, it will scarcely be expected that I should do !Tlore, a t 
this time, than merely to remind you of the inestimable valufl of these 
donations, and of the hea•·y responsibility resting upon those to whom 
tbey have been entrusted. In my·annual commuuications, heretofore 
made, I have considered it a J>aramount duty to in•·ite the attention 
.,f the G cneJnl Assembly to this subject, so as to secure for those wto 
succeed us, the full benefit of the grants. I have on all such occ • 
sions expressed fully and without resen·e my viP.ws in relation tot is 
suhjert, nnd feel gratified that I am now enabled to assure you that tho 
last G ene ral Asscmhly, with a zeal and industry worthy the object to 
he attained, adOJltcd such preliminary m~asures as will, it is believed, 
if •usta ined by subsequent legislation, attain the object desired. 

With regard to the Sixteenth Sections of each Township, it is r~ . 
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.:ommended that Congress be~mc~orialised for permission·to sell them 

.on sur.h te.rms as may be deemed advisable, on condition that the pro­
ceeds of su<'h sale be secured for the exclusive· beor.fit of the Town. 
ahirs in which .they ard locnteil, and to he applied to the purpose for 
which they were originally intl!nded, and no other. I have deemed . 
it proper to refer particularly to these lands from the consideration that 
experience has fully established the t.ruth that unless some immediate 
ateps he .taken to change the 'Property, this fund (which of nil others 
might he rendered most valuable for the S!'pport of Common Schools, 
the great nurseries of virtue and intelligence amof!g the people,).must, 
at ·no distant day, 'be forever lost. It is furthermore recommender!; that 
simila r application be made to exchange Sixteenth Sections thnt art' 
utterly worthless for others more -valuable, and th'lt the inhabitants of 
T ownships covered by large grants, have the like privilege. Like 
privileges ha•·e been grnillcd to the Stntcs of Indiana; Ark11nsas, I IIi· 
nois, and probably to others. · 

Since the establishment of. the Office of Register of Public Land~ 
within tbe State, locations in conformity to the seve ra l grnnts ofCon­
;:re•s havo been made to a considerable extent. In the discharge 
of their dury, it is to be presumed rhat the agents of the 8tatc have 
made such selections as they deemed most valuable; without rega rd 
to any claims existing, the •·alitlity of which was based e.rclusitely 
upon pre-occupation, without a color of l<'gltl title or of the right of 
possession as opposed to the · F ederal or State Governments. 41- ill 
believed tbat lflany such cases must have hercto.fore·uccurred. Wit,h 
the view, therefore, of ob•·iating any difficultie& that mny hiwc arisen, 
in a ll cases similarly circumstanced, it i's recommended that provi. 
sion he made for all such occupants, whe re the pogscssion existed pre. 
viously to the year--, so as' to secure to them privilege,s simila r to 
1he prol'isions of the pre-emption law now in force, a.nd extending it 
to such time as shall be deemed advisable, when the privilege shall 
cease . The provisions of su'ch a law would, to sume extent, lessen 
the fund, (especially in cases' where lalJds of the first qua lity ha.d been 
sr.lectcd,) yet a conside ration of this character w ill, it is to be pre ­
sumed, have but little weight. with you, whe n it is recollcctrd that 
the alterna.tive may be the ruin of many worthy pioneers with help-
less families. .' · . · . 

The re are other subjects to which the attention of the General 
Assembly has heretofore been ·invited, and which, without cnterio~ 
juto an extended consideration of the m', are again submitted for such 
action.as in your judgments they maY. resrcctil•c ly demand. Amon!! 

, these, the most prominent a rc, the FiAances of i&e State- the se1•c ra) 
Acts in relation to our Coast Fishe ries- and the 'fitness of the existing 
.\Jilitia Laws to the prompt and efficient organization of that arm of · 
the G overnment. -

In rela tion to the Fi(iances of the State, the Re ports of tho Comp. 
troller and Treasurer, here with t ransmitted, furnish a clear, and, 
it !s belie1·cd, a t e ry accurate statement ot the receipts and cxpendi. 
tures for the last fiscal year, with such remarks and explanations upou · 
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each item in the expenditures appended aa a eenae of duty may have 
demanded. From a critical examination of the expenses of the Gov. 
ernment since ita organization, it will be found that no matprial dif­
ference exists in any of the items of expenditure for the years 't5, 
'46, '47, with tho single except ion of the items of expenditure for 
Criminal Prosecutions and contingent expenses of Courts. 'fbeae, 
in my judgment, demand of tbe General Asaernbly a thorough inves­
tigation. They are large. 'fbe increa&O in one year bas been 
without IL parallel. Independently of the s~rlaries of the Judnes, 
(which, it will Lo rememLered,are placed at the minimum aum .. au­
thorized by the Constitution,) the amounta alone of the Contingent 
and Criminal expenses of the Courts, exceed thli entire expenses of 
the General AssemLly for the year 1846. 'fbe aggregate sum of 
these expenditures, throughout the State, fi>r the fiscal year ending 
31st October, 1846, is 8 8,362.31; and for the year ending 31st Oc­
tober, 1847, tHS,061 48, making nn excess of' expenditures for thl\ 
laat Leyond thnse of tho preceding year of' i!J,699 17, and exceedinor 
tho expenses of the General .AssemLly for the samo year in the sum o"f 
14,508 20. . 

In conclusion, I may remark that, although the expenditures ha,·~ 
thua boon incrcnsed in the last ycnr nenrly lt•n thousand dollars, it ia 
not doubted, if thl're should be 'pro111pt collection of the entire assess­
ment of tho taxe~ fllr the same time, tho balance, nficr deducting the 
ordinary expenses for collection, will be found adequate to the want a 
of the Go•·"rnnwnt. Dut I h:we no hesitation in sayitrg, (a tid my 
duty lo the puiJlic would seem to demand it of me,) tha t if Ill))'· addi­
tional burthl!n shall Le imposed upon the T reasury, incn·asing \he reby 
tbe annual ~xpcnditures oft he Go\'crnrncnt to auy coruidcrablc extent, 
there must be a corresponding increase in tlw n•ccipts, or the crPdit 
of the State must necessarily Le dqoreciatcd. T he facts arc Lefore 
you-with you is tho remedy. , 

Tho c ost uf' thu Reports of the Supreme Court of th r Stat<', has 
becu aujrgest<'d front ,·nrious sou reP•, ns n fit suhject for the consid~ ­
r ation of the General AsscmLly. The decisions tl~t•rei n nre the law 
of the laud, a knowledge of which cannot Lo less important to thu 
people than the StatutA L aws. 

Huing thus rccomrucndt•d such measures of domestic policy aa 
were deemed entitled to a claim upon the consideration of the Rcprc­
eentativea of the Pcoplo, they arc suLmittcd under the con.-ictiontbat 
not only these. Lut such addit ional suhjects as you may think a.hisa-
Lie, will recci"c proper consid<'ration. i 

. Within tho pn•sent yt'nr, three requisitions for Yoluntcl'rs fo r the 
se rvice of the Uuitcd Stt\les, have· been forwa rded to this department 
of tho Go,·c rnrncrrt. It is really arid truly gratit)·ing tu be enabled to 
inform you thnt till')' were met with a prornptn<'>S worthy of all corr,­
mcndation. When it i> rt•mcmbcrccl that our State had so rccenJlY 
been the theatre of a war almost without n paralle l for its snvage 
L:ubaritics, and for its withering and doad ly influencPs upon all tht! 
dements of ita prosperity, it is deemed complimentary to our fdlov.·, 

·-. 
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eitizena thai under such ad,·erao 'circumatanct'a, the10 .calla 11pon tLeir 
patriotism ·al)d gallantry ha,·e been made. l ri r~markini upon this 
subject, I \viii not forego th$ present opportune occasion to bear teati. 
mony to the gallant spirit, which, from every portion of ·our Southern 
Peninsular State, has manift"sted itself for the energetic prosecution o( 
the war with the Mexican Republic_,& manifestation not in words, 
but in action •.. Not,vithstanding a combination of influences, all ha1'·· . 
ing a direct tendency to dampen the ardor, diminish the resources, 
and paralize the energies of our fellow citizens for many consecutiYt~ 
years, they-hue gallantly rallied at their country'H call in numbers 
proportioned to our milita ry strength, that will bear. an e.nviable com­
parison with any of the Sovereignties of our great Republic; With­
out stopping either to count the cost of the \Yar, or to investigate ~he 
truth of Senatorial denunr.iations that it is "unjust," "unholy," and 
"anti.christian," they havP. volunteered in the common cause of their 
common country, with a determined 2enl, and a patriotism becoming 
American citizens, and have thus Bdded new lustre to the honor of 
their S tate. 

Congress having made no prm·ision to meet tho expenres of Volun­
teer companies coutrac1ed .previously to their tLssemhlin~ nt the place 
of rendezvous, excc)lt 'on conditions hereinafle r refc~red to. ; and no 
provision having been made by the Statu for companies heretofore re­
_eeived. it is most earnestly. recommended that IL R esolution may be 
adopted by you authorizing the payment of. these Claims. Their re­
cognit ion on the pari of the State, it would seem, would bo but au 
net of justice to our gallant Volunteers, under a ny circumstances; but 
when it is known that mauy·ofthe·m were without tho pccuninry.means 
to meet thei r unavoidable expenses, it becomes a matter which not 
only addresses itself to your sympnthies, but places it upon the higher 
claim of undoubted right. It will be scen, by referring to n Resolu­
t ion of Cong~ess approved on the 3d of March lust, that tho Secretary 
of \VQr is required to refun8 to the States expenses incurred under 
similar circumstances,-which would seem to imply n pnyment pre- · 
viously made by tbo State. Whate,·er construction may be put uporr 
the Resolution referred to,'mny bo a matter of nrljustmcnt herenfler 
between the J.'t'dcral nnd State Governments. The ·expens.e~ of tho 
Volunteer Companies from Flol'ida, were incurred on the call of tho 
authorities of the State, a nd Jheir sen ices have been rendered in oiJl•. 
dicncc to tl>n! call. From such premises, the responsibility of the 

• State to recognize these clnims, in the first instance, would se~m tc· 
be tho only legitimate conclusion. ~ . 

Although our moro immediate concern is in legislntion upon such 
matte rs ns tho 8tato, in its independent capacity, is directly and ex­
clus!,•ely interested; yet, as pne of the SO\'ercigntics of the Federal 

, Go\·ernrhcnt, wo cannot bo indi!fJront either to' the principles upon 
which it~ legislation is hnsed, or to the influence nnd effect of such 

.legislation when put into practical•operntion. Without again recur­
ring to the .leading measures of the Nat ional Adinii1istration, I take 
tbia occasion to rem;irk that the views which I have heretofore ex. 
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pressed in relation to them, have in no instance been changed; bo(,. 
on the contrary. their soundnesa bas been attested by experience and 
observation. In regard, however, to tho War with Mexico, it is IO" 
me, I assure yo,u, a source of deep arid unfeigned regret that each !!nd 
every effort on the part of the National Government, heretofore made, 
to bring it to a happy and honorable termination, have been whoiiJ 
unsuccessful. A ~uccesaion of victories unsurpaised for their brillian. 
cy either in ancient or modern times, leaves hut little room1o doubt 
as to the ultimate result of thia unequal conte&l. 

'fhe.solemn declaration of Congress, apart from other considers. 
tiona, made with an unanimity un1taralleled in tbe annals of it6lt'gis. 
Jation, that "TilE WAR EXISTS 'uy THE ·ACT OF MEXICO," affords am. 
pie and gratifying assurance that the National Legislature· will never 
direct its l'ictorious troops to be ingloriously withdrawn from the field8 
of the ir fi•me and their glory;· and from a contest, thus solemnly de . 
clared to be brought about by the acts of its ad,•ersary, WITHOUT IX· 

DE.!INITY FOR THE PAST, Ali'D SECURITY FOil THE FUTURE. If such 
imlemnity shall ho secured by the accession of territory, (of which 
lbc re can b~ but little doubt,} it is believed that any act of the Na. 
Ilona! Legislature which shall appropriate sucb te rritory io the use of 
one portion of the confederacy to the exclusion of another-or which 
in its pro•·isions sha ll annex as an express and fundamental condition 
10 tbe acquisition of such terrilory, "that neither slavery nor ir.volun. 
tary servitude shafl ever exist in any part, except for crime whereof 
tbe pnrty s hall first be duly convicted"-that any and all acts with 
auch ~ro1:isions, would be .usurpations of ~ow?r not. delegat~d by the 
Conslltutron-unequal, unJUSt and oppress1ve m !he rr e ffects ·; and to 
which that portion of the confederacy, thus iusulted, abused, and in. 
jure<!, can never consent without an inglorious surrender not only (Jf 
their resen•ed rights, but of tb(Jse guarantic<.l hy the letter and spirit 
of tbc National Compact. 

· I have the honor to be, 
· Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. D.· lllOSELEY. 

ExECUTin;. OnrcE, NovEliHF.K 22, 1847. 

'Vhich was read, and on motion of 1\fr. Fairbanks, one thousand 
copies were ordered to l;e printed. 

On motion of i\lr. Watts, 1\fcssrs. Watts, Burritt, an?· Fairbank8 
· we re appointed a committee to I>repare Rules for tuc government of 
· tbe Senate during the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, orJered that fi••e hundred copies of the 
Documents accompanying the G(JI•ernor's l\Ie!!Sage be printed. 

On motion of :\Jr. Tabor, the Senate adjourned unti.J to-morr<Jw at 
10 o'clock, A. 1\f.. } 

•• 
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WEDNESDAY, November 24, •847. · 

!he _Se~ate me! pursuaQ! to adjoumment; the · Rev. J,. Choice 
bemg mvJted, deln:ered an appropriate . prayer. ·A quorum being 
present, t.he proceedmgs of ye"Bterday were rea.d and approved. . · 
. A~reea~ly to previous noti!=e, 1\lr. Fa'irhank:s lntroduced the follo1v. · 
Jng IJJ!Js, VIZ : • 

An act s? to" amend the Constitution of this State as 1~ extend to 
all free whne male inh~;~hitants, bein.,. citizens of the ·United States 
w~o shall have resided within this St~le one_year, the. elective fran: 
ch1se. 

A.n acttq amend tho Constitution of this State s~ -as ;o miike the 
sess10ns o~ the GeAeral A~embly biennia l instead of &.nnual. · . 

· On motro?, the first readmg was dispeasea with, and ordered for 
second readmg. . . · a 

.1\fr. Lo~rimcr moved that t~o ~ev. 1\fr. Choice be invited to act 
ns Ch~plarn to the Senate durmg 1ts present session. . 

Wh1ch was adopted. · · 

On motio11 o_f 1\fr. Lo~rim.er, Messrs. Lorrimcr, Floyd, and 1\rcl\fil. 
Inn were appomted a commlltco to wait upon the Rev l\lr Ch · 

d . . h' ffi · · • • OICC, 
an ln\'lt~ un ·to o etate as ChapTain to the Senate durin"'· its l>ro. 
sent SCSSIOn. . o · 

. lllr; F~irbanks gave notice that he would, on .some future day, ask 
lca1•e to mtroduc\) a bill to be entitled,. An act to mak·e the certificate 
of the Treasur"r of t~is State receivabl!! in payment of public due@~ 
~r. Floyd gave notrco that be would, on ·some future day ask leave 

.to tntroduce the following bills, viz: • · ' 
A bill to h? ent.itled, An il~t to authorize th¢ qualified electors of . 

each County rn thrs State to elect J ud"'es or Probate. ·. 
Also_, a .bill to be·entitled, An act"'to '.prohibit tb~ introduction of 

slaves m, t!m State for hire, belonging to non.rcsidents. 
.lUr. Farrbanks offered the fiillowin.,. resolution: 
~o~LV!tl, That th.e Co~plroller be

0

requested to report the number 
of .crrmmnl rrosc_cutrons tn ~ach County in this State, the nature of 
t~e prose_cut10ns, and, the ~mount of expenses of criminal prosecu. 
IIO?s .aud1te~ by the Comptroller for ·each Circu"it, and ' the amount 
pa1d 111 cap1tal cases. ' · 

Which was adopted. . 

The cornmitt~e appointed to prepare Rules for the goverumcnt 
0

; 

t~e Senate, <.lu~mg the present session, beg leave to report the rules 
of rhc _last scss1qn, and recommend tlleir adoption. . 

Wluch _report was received and adopted. . 
<?n motron, the rule 1vas waived, and Mr. Avery allowed to "il•e 

n?lrco tbt_he would, on somo . firturo day, asl.c. leave to introdu~c n 
,Ldlto pro.v1de fc>r the payment of Jurbrs from the Siatc Treasury. . 

. On lliQllon the rule was waive<.!, and 1\Ir. Waifs allowed to give no. 
l1~e that. he wou_ld, on some futuro 'day, ask leave to introduce a ·Li!l · 
to estauhsh a hnd law and a county attachment law." · · a . . 

.. 



18 

On motion, the rule \YU waived, and !'tlr • . Sanderson allowed to· 
"i•·e notice that be would, on some future day, ask lea'l'e to introduce 
~ bill to amend an act entitled "An act more particularl1 to defirw. 
who are retailers of spirituo111.1iquora," approve~ January I! 1847. 

On motion of !'tfr. Sanderson, abe Senate adjourned until to.mor. 
ro1v, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

TnunsDAY, November 25, 1847. 

The Sem.tc met pursuant to adjournment. 
There not being a quorum present, . 
On motion of Mr. FairbiUika, the Sena.te adjourned until to-mor · 

row, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

FaiDAY, November 26, 1847. 
( ' 

' 

Tuc Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Tho Rev. l\lr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, tho proceedings of Wednesday were read 

and appro•·ed. · 
Noti~o being gi'l'en that the Hon. John Coston, Senat?r elecl 

from the counties of Dade and l'tfonroe, wu present,. on motton, l\lr. 
Costen presented bia certificate of Election from the Secretary ol' 
State, and was sworn according to the Constitution by E. M. West. 
Esq. a Justice of tho Peace for Leon county. 
0~ motion of Mr. Fairbanks, tho resolution adopted on Wednes. 

dav last, dispensing with the first reading of the following bi!ls, ,·iz :-
An Act so to amend the Constitution of this State as to extend to 

all free whit<! male inhabitants, being citizens of the United States, 
who &ball have resided within this State ono year, the electil·e fran-
chise; . · . . 

An Act to amend the Conshfuhon of th1s State so ns to make /the 
sessions of tho Genw\1 Assembly biennial instea~ of annual_; j_ 

Was rescinded, nod said bills placed upon tbe1r first rcadlllg, aiJ(I 
ordered for a second reading to-morrow. 

Pursuant to previous notice, l\lr. Fairbanks introducl.'d a bill to he 
r.utitled, An Act to make the certificates of tho Treasurer of this 
8tato rece i•·nblll in payment of all public dues; 

Which was placed upon its first reading ; and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. · . . . 

The President announced the followmg Standmg Commtttecs :-

I 
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STANDING COMMITTEES FOR THE SENATE, 

Appoinled by the Pruitknl under the Rulu of the Se~1u1e. 
JudlciaryJ. . Enrolled Bill1. 

1\foura. Burritt, A{easra. Fairbanks, 
Sanderson, . · Brett, 
Flo1d. · Floyd. 

Slate of the Cl/fii71W11Uiealth. Claim1 and Acca~mt.r. 
Messrs. Sanderson, Messrs. Brott, 

Lorrimer, Mosf,lley, 
Brett. Smith. 

Corporulioru. Amendmenu and Revision of tlu' 
:\l c88rs. Floyd, · : Con.rtitution. 

Smitla, Meara. Tabor, · 
Moseley. McMillan, 

Schools and College1. Aus!in. 
!\lours. A1·ory, Executit>e Department. 

SandersoD, 1\feasra. Austin, 
Smith. Lorrimer, 

Proposilon.r and Grieooncu. 'A':ery. 
Me88rs. 1\fcl\fillan, lllilitia. 

· Priest, · )fe88ra. Tracey, 
Watts. ' Walker, 

ln!ernallmproremen/1. , Floyd, 
~essrs. Moseley, Taration and Ret•enuc. 

1•racey, 1\lessrs. Watta, 
Tabor. Burritt, 

Eleciwn.r. Smith. 
:\lessra. Priest, Federal Relaiiom . . 

A'·ery, Meurs·. Lorrimer, 
Walker. Fairbanks, 

Sanderson. 
Mr. Avery moved;_ · · 

bt. That eo much of tho G«?verno~'s meuage as refers to amend­
menta of the Constitution, be referred. to the committee on Amend. 
menta and Revision of the Constitution. 

2d •. That so much '.as refe;.. to t~e eatablis~merit of a Chancery 
•Court, and to the Reports of the Supreme Cow-t, be referred to thr. 
Committee on the Judiciary. · 
• . 3d. '.J;hat so nl'ucb as rofera to tb'e 'Northern ~oundarx of the State,. 
be referred te tbe comq,ittee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

4th. That so much u refers to the grants of public. land made by 
the Federal Government to the State for Seminaries of Learning and 
Common SchoolS, be referred to tlie committee on Schools and Col. 
leges. 

5th. Tbar so much as relates to Internal Improvement, be referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvement. · . 

Gtb. That so much as r~lateslto the fisheries, be referred to t be 
eommittee on Propositions and Grievances. 

l . • . 
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7th. That so' much u relates to tho Militia, be referred to the com. 
mittee on the .1\fifitia. · 

8th. That ao ~nuch u relates to the finances of tbe St~te, be re. 
ferred to the commi«ee on Taxation and Re1·enue. 

Oth. That so much as refers to the expensee incurred on account of 
the Volunteer Companiea, be referred to the coUlmittee on Claims 
nnd Accounts. 

lOth. That so much as ref~rsto our National affairs, bo referred to 
the committee on Federal Relations. 

Which motion prevailed and the references ortlered. 
lllr. :\l'cry moved that the committee on tho Judiciary be instruct. 

ed to bring io a billtt. 11mend an act entitled "An Act to provide f(•r 
the Election of Electors of President and Vi co President of tho UnihJd 
Stntes, nppro1·od January 6, 1847," so as to hn1·o tbe snid net conform 
to the law of tho United States, entitled ·• An Act to esta!Jiiah a un1. 
form time for holding Elections for Eloctors of Prt>aidcnt nnd \'icll 
President in all the States of tho Union, approved January 23, H:l.J.[,,'' 

Which motion prevailed. 
lllr. F loytl gave notice that he would on some future day nsk lea1·e 

to introduce tho following billa : 
A bill tf) IJo entitled, An act to ao alter and chango tho C onstitu. 

tion of the State as to allow tho qualified electors of this Stat~ 'to elect 
the Jud"rs of the Circuit Courts by general ticket • 
. A IJili, to bo entitled, An act to abolish the pay of the Adjutant 
General of thia State. 

A bill. to he entitled, An act topro1·ide for the payment of Juror~ . 
Mr. Fairhanks offered the following:- ' 

Resoluti~n relative to the vreswtatwn of Strords to Jlfajor Lo_ri11g anti 
J,irut . .l[. C. ~Iarin, cili:cns of Florida in the sen:zce <!f I hi' 
l.'nilctl States. 

R r-Solm l by the Senate and llouse of Reprcscntatl~·es of the ·~lrttr· 
of Floridrt in Ge.nrral Assembly convened, That the Gorcrnor ol tfu, 
State proc•'m· and cause to be pr~scnted to Major William W. Lor ­
in", of the !' nitcd States army, and Lieut. 1\IJlthiaa C. Marin, of the 
t:~ited Stnt<•s naTy, Swortls suitably inscribed, in tcstimonr o~ •.he 
appreciation cntcrtain~d by the people of th~s State,. for tlimr dlslJn. 
,guished gallantry and sen ice& in tbe_ war With l\l~x1co, tht' expen>c 
of the same to he paid from tho .Conhngent Fund. . 

Whicu was read the first tiruc; and ordered fora second readmgon 
to-morrow. 

J 
On motion, the Senate took n rece88 until 3 o'clock, P . 1\1. 

3 o'CLOCK, 1'. M, 

The following message was receil·cd from his Excellency the Go'' · 
ernor: 

ExECt:TIYE DEl'.\RTJtE~T, ~ 
Jli ovember ::!6, 184 7. ~ 

Gettllemen of t/1<: Semue 
a11<lllouse of R eJ)restlllatives: . 

1 herewith transmit to the General .\sscmhly the Report ol the 

' 
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Adjutant and lnapector General of the State, enclo1ing the Report 
of tbe Quarter Muter General. 

Very Reapectfully, · 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, referred, with tbe accompanying 
documents; to the committee on Militia. -

Also the. following : 

Extcu.Tryll DEPARTME:\'T, ~ 
Novem'l.er 26, 1847. · S · 

Gentlemen of I~ Senate . · · 
and· HOtUe of Represenlatit:'-1: 

I herewith transmit to the General Assembly t~e Report of the 
Attorney General of the State, made to the Executive under the pro. 
visions of the 5th section of tbe Act of23d July, 1845, preacribing thll 
duties of tbat office. - . 

. · Very Respectfully, . 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion of Mr. San~ei'IIOn, referred, with the accompanying 
documents, to the committee OQ tbe Judiciary. · 

A lao the fullo"·ing: 

.Gentlemen of the Senate 

E:tECUTIVE DEI'ARTXENT, ~ . 
November 26, 1847. , S 

and HotUe of Representatives : 
In conforrrl'ity to a "Preamule and Resolution relative to tbe es. 

tablishment of a complete Educational System, approved December 
21, 1846," (See·pamphlet lnws, 2d session, page 83) lion. 0. ~f. 
Averr and Walker .-\nderaori, were appointed from !be Western 
District; Wm. 1\farvin and Rev, C. C • .A:dams, froin the Southern; 
·B. F. Whitner and J . E. Broome, Esq., fro'll the l\tiddle; and Hori. 
G. R, Fairbanks and W, ·Forward, from the Eastern;· to repor.t upon 
tbe object in view. I herewith transmit the Reports of three of the 
Commissioners, Hon. Wm. Marvin, W. Forward, ·and G. R. :Fair. 
banks, for the consideration of the ~eneral Assembly. 

. Very Respectfully, . 
. , . ~ W.. D. JIIOSELEY. 

On motion of 1\lr. Av~ry, referred, with accompanying documents, 
to the cornmillee on Schools and Colfcges. 

On.motiou of Mr. Avery, o~ered tbat 500 copies of the above mes. 
,•snge,· and the documents accompanying tho same, ' be printed. 

On motion, tho rule was waived, and Mr. Sanderson allowed, 
~reeably to previous notict-, to in!,roduce a bill to be entitled, An act · 
to provide for the payment of Jurors. -

Which was read·the-first time and ortlored for to-morrow. 
On motion, the rul~ was waived, .and Mr. Lorrimer allowed to in. 

troduce tbe follo-wing : · . , . 
· Resolved by the Senate, the Horue of Represcntatir.es CliTlcurring, 

That tbe Senate and House of·Representatives do·g(>.into tbc election 
for Comptrpller of tbis Stafe, on Tuesday next, at 10 o'clock. 



Mr. Sandenon moved to amend by striking out the ••ord "1'ue.. 
day" and inserting" Wedneeday." 

Which motion pruailed. · . 
The resolution, as amended, was read the lint time and ordered for 

a second reading. 1 

Mr. Lorrimer. moved that the rule be wai,ed, and the resolution 
he read a second limo ; 

Which motion was lost. 
Mr. Burrill mo,•ed to reconsider the bill entitled, An act so to 

amend the Constitution of this State as to extend to all free white 
male inhabitants, being citizens of the United States, who shall have 
reaided within this State one year, the elective franchise. . 

Also, An act to amend tbe Conatitution of this 'State so as to make 
the seuiona of the Guaeral Aasembly biennial instead of annual. 

Which motion prevailed. 
Mr. Burrill moved that said bills be read a second and third time, 

· u ofihe tint d11y; 
Which motion prevailed, and said bills ~·ere read the secollll 

a~:~d third times, as of the lint day, and ordered to be read afint, 
aec.ond and third time, as of the second reading, on Monday next. 

On mot ion of Mr. Tracey, the Senate adjourned until Monday 
nell, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

1\fo~D.u, NoYember 29, 1847. 

The Senate met punuant to adjournment. A quorum bc(qg pre. 
sent, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate, 
the Journal of Friday's proceedings were read, amended and np. 
proved. 

On motion of Mr. Priest, ao much of the GoYernor's me88ago as 
relates to . selllers u11on the lands located by the Agents ol the St11te, 
waa referred to the Coramillee on Propositions and Grievances. 

On motion of Mr. Tabor, Ptfr. Costen was added to the Commillee 
011 Claims and Accounts. • 

On moiioa of lllr. Tabor, Mr. Costen was added to the Committee 
011 Amendments and Revision of the Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Lorrimer, Mr. Costen was added to the Com-
millee on tho State of the Commonwealth. · 

On motion of !llr. San.Jenon, Mr. Fairbanks was add~d to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. f 

. On motion of :\Jr. Sanderson, l\lr. Burritt was placed on the Com-
mittee on Federal Relations. · 

On motion of Mr. Avery, Mr. ·Fair1Janks was added to the Com-
mittee on Schools and Colleges. ./ 

Pursuant to pro,·ious notice, Jllr. Sanderson introduced •.hill to/. be 
entitled, An act to pro,•ide for the A88essment and CollectiOn of the 
.State alld County ltc\·enuc ; 

I 
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WJ.ich wns read the first time, and ilrdored for a second rcad'il~g 
to-morrow. . . .. 

On motion of l\fr. Fairban.ka, Ordered, that said bill bet r;rintoo.l. 
On motiori of Mr. Sanderson,. Ordered, that 500 copi'es of the At. 

tornoy General's Report, and 500 copies of the Reports of the Adju. 
tant and Inspector General, be printed. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of the Sen11te, adopted on Tuoedaj last; 
the Comptroller transmitted' the following to the Senate .: 

· · Coxi'TROLL~a's On·ICE, ~ 
TniJ.ihassee, November 29,. 1847. 5 

To tl~ Honorable PreSitknt cif the Senate: 
Snt :-In obedience to a resolution adopted by t~e S!'nate, I have 

the honor . to furnish. a statement of the expenses 11llowed·. by the 
County Commi88ionera of the several Counties of this State fur as. 
~cssing and collecting the revenue of the Siate: · 

COUNTIES. 

St. Johns; 
nu,·nl, 
:Alachua, 
ll111iion, 
Columbia, 
Nassau, 
Orange, 
r.e,·y, 
St. Lucie, 
Monroe, 
Benton, 
Ilillsboro', 
Hamilton, 
Madison, 

. Jefferson, 
Leon, 
Wakulla, 
Gadsden, 

.Franklin, 
Calhoun, 
Jackson, 
Washington, 
Walton, 
Santa Jtosa, 
Escambia, 

I have the. honQr to be; 
!\lost respectfully, &c. 

· N. 1'. BF:MIS, Comptroller. 
- - .,... -·- . .,... ·- ·- --~--- . --,-,AAs'T-. ·p_\Jo ···oR-,,_\1\I'·r--:-J.AW ;:oa 

All.H:I:I!HNG. COJ,Lt:CTJNC. 

ll
-~~8-14to5/~/ ~-8123- 66 

137 05 . 07 9!J 
133 05, . 106' 20 

02 15 42 27 
113 03 67 93 
67 761 4:3 03 

. 49 31 30 81 
9. 63 . 6 02 

. 20 061 12· 54 
94 ro 65 58 

1

'1 " 23 30 14 62 
32 621 20 0(1 
67 381 41 4A 

II 
131 47 124 9G 
186 21 203 29 
301 501 . 3:J7 84 

II
. . 10~ 3() -~'3 82 

225 tG 301 51 
270 50'1 144 77 

27 271 22 03 

' II ~~~ ~~~~ - It~ ~~ 
.,1 4<1 40 26 27 

IG 56 39 11 

, . 

· 1 -127. :!0 1 606.1 

I/ sz:rio554J S2,I3o .02 
On.motion of ~lr. Ourritt, Ot·de;cd, that 100 copies· be pr!ntcrl . 

·',. 
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The following mesaage was received from His Excellency the 
Governor: 

E x£cuTin: DEPARTMENT, ~ 
November 29, 1847. ·s 

l.lmtlemen of the Senate · '"· j 
and of .tlle H ouse of Representntivu : 

I herewith transmit tb11 Report of the Register of Public Landa 
fur the State of F'lorida, showing the action that Officer ha- taken, 
respecting the several inte rests placed by the General Assembly un-
der his especial charge. •· 

I cannot permit the present opportunity to pass, without some com­
mendation, (though inadequate, perhaps,) of the manner in which the 
Register bas performed the highly responsible duties assigned him. 

· Besides being responsible in respect to their objects, his duties hll\•e 
been necessarily arduous, from the fact that be has occupied a newly 
created office, demanding great care, and business tact, in its proper 
disposition. The year preceding the election of the Register, the 
General Assembly committed the business of that Officer t9 the EI­
ecutive, who, of course, could not devote that amount of attention to 
the digest ion of a systematic ]1la1l of conducting it, ao necessary to the 
organization, increase and pr~sen·ation of the several funds designa­
ted in the Acts relating to the Office. Hence, the whole burden of 
digesting such a plan, has fallen upon the present Register. How 
we ll ho ba~ succeeded in this undertakinl!-lhe carefulness with 
which he has watched o\·er the great interests committcd(io hia 
hands--and the prompt a nd efficient manner in which _he has dis­
charged his duties altol!ether-may be seen from the It~port and 
accompanying Documents. 

Very respectfully, 
W. D. 1\IOSELEY. 

Which was rend, and, on motion ofi\Jr. Fairbanks, Ordered, that 
500 copies of said · message, and the documents accompanying the 
same, be printed. 

1\lr. Sa~~tlerson offered the following :-
R esolw l by the Senate, That the Comptroller l,e rr'luestrd to 

furnish a statement of the amount paid witnesses summoned on be­
half of the Stall·, fo r mileage and att~ndanco each. 

1\fr. A\'rry oflcred the follo\Ying amendment: 
Add: Wi th name of each witness, the days on which hl'lnllendcd, 

the amount paid each, and tho term of the Court in which it was 
paid. 

The Chair decided that anch ·resolution was a resolution of a 
public nature, and rr<Jui red three readings. J 

Jlr. S:wderson appealed from the decision of the Cha i1·. 
The question being put, the decision of the C hair was not us. 

tnined. 
On motion of Mr. Fa irbanks, said resolution and amrmlmcnt were 

ordered to lie ol'l the table. 
Mr. Sanderson offered the following:-
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· ~olved ·by the Senate, Tba~ the Comptroller· be requested ta 
furmsh a statement of the amount paid witneaaes . summoned on be· 
half of the State,-for mileage and attendance each. · · 

Mr. Aver.v offered the following amendment: . 
Add: With name of each ~itneaa, the days on which he attended 

the amount· paid each; and the term of lbe Court iii which it wa; 
~~ . . . 

'f~e Cbr.ir decided that .~uch resolution was a resolution of a 
publtc.nature; and required three readings. . 

Mr. Sanderson appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
_The question being put, the decision-, of the Chair wunot IUS· 

tamed. • . . 
· On motion of' .Mr. Fairbanks, said resolulion and amendment \ver~ 

ordered to lie on the table. · · 
Mr. Sanderson offered the following:-
Resolved, b~ tll.e Senate and HoU8_e· of Repreaeniative3, in Gencrdl 

Assembly con~-ened, That a ~o'mmittee . be appointed for the pur. 
poses a_.nd requtremenla of sechon 8th, of the act to organize the of. 
lice of freasurer of the $'tate· of F'lo{ida-nnd the 9th section ·of the 
act to organize the Office of Comptroller of · Public Accounts of the 
State of Florida. · · 

Road first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow. 

OltDERS ciF THE DAY. 

. A bill to be .entitled, An act so to amend the ·Constitution of, this 
State as to extend to all free white mal~ inhabitants, being citizens 
of the Untted States, whc:. shall ·have resided within this ·~tate on'e 
year, the elective franchise; . 

Was read th ree times as of the second day, and, on motion of )fr. 
Floyd,, ordered 'to ~e engrossed for a third rending on to-morrow. 

A btl! to b" enlltled, An act ·so to amend the Constitution o( this 
~tate, as to make the sessions of the General Assembly bie~nial 
mstearl of annual·; · 

Was ~e~d three times, as oft he ~econd day. . .. 
l\lr. Fntrbanks moved to refer said bill ·to a Select Committee­
Which motion was lost. . , · ' 

. Mr. Sander~on movdd to go Into a Committee of the Whole on said 
bill; . - . 

On wh~ch motion the ny~s and ·noe~ were called by Messrs. f'loyd 
~ud L orn mer, and were: . · · 
Yeas-~fr. President, llfcssrs.·Avery, Burritt, Costen, Lorrimer, 

Moseley, Sanderson, Watts- 8. 
, Nays-;-!llcssrs. Brett, Fairbanks, Floyd, l\Icl\lillan, Pril'st, Smith, 
Tabor, fracey- S. . • 

. Th"ril hc!ng a tic, the motion wn._~ )ost. 
Mr. Bumtt mo,·ed to lay said bill on the tnhlc · 
~n which the ayes . and nol's were calleti by ~Icssn. Floyd and 

Fairbanks, and were: · 
4-

... 



26 

Yeas-Mr. President, Meaars. Avery, Burritt, Lorrimer, Moeafey, 
3anderson, Tracey; Watta-8. 

Nays-Messrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanka, Floyd, McMillan, Priest 
Smith, Tabor-8. · ' 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 
Mr. Sanderson moved to refer said bill to the Committee on ..\. 

mendments and Revision of the Constitution; 
On which the a yea and noes were called for by Meaars. Floyd and 

Fairbanka, and were : 
· Yeas-Meaars. Avery, BUrritt, Moseley, Sanderson, Tabor-5. 

Nay1-Mr. President, Measrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, 
Lorrimer, .1\lcl\Iillan. Piieat, Smith, Tracey, Watta--11. 

So the motion was )oat. 
On motion of Mr. Floyd, the said bill \vas ordered to be engrossed 

for a third reading on to-morrow. · 
A bill to be entitled, An Act to make the certificates of the Trea. 

~urer of this State, receivable in payment of all public dues, 
\Vaa read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Fairbanks, refer. 

red to the Committee on the Judiciary. ' 
A bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the payment of(Jurors, 
Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson refer­

red to the Committee on the J.udiciary. 
RcJsolution relative to the presentation ef swords to 1\lajor Lorin ,_ 

a nd Lieut • .1\1, C. Marin, citizens of F!Qrida in the &tlrvice of the 
United States, waa read a eecond time. 

1\lr. Avery offered the following aa a ~bstitute: 
WnEREAs, By the 2d section of the 8th article of the Constitu. 

t ion of the State, "no other or greater amount of tax or revenue can 
at any time be levied than is required for tho necutary expenses of 
government," and ~naequently no nppropriation can be made for tbe 
purpose of procurid!Jauch testimonials aa are usual in like cases :­
_,\nd whereas, the members of the General Aaaembly desire to ex. 
press their appreciation of the scn•iceR rendered by Major Wm. W . 
Lorin~, of the United States Army, and Lieut. Mathiaa C •. Marin, of 
the United States Navy, in the war now waging between the United 
Stalt>s of America and the United States of the Republic of Mexico: 
Therefore, . 

Be it & .solrcrl by the Senate and House of RepresentatiL-es of thP. 
Slate of l'lorida i11 General Assembly convened, Tlmt the thanksj of 
this Government he tendered by his Excellency th~ Governor to the 
•aid Major Wm. W . Loring and Lieut. Mathias C. Marin, for their 
•listinguished sen•ices and gallant conduct in the war now waging 
Le:ween the United States of America and tho United Stales of the 
RcpuLiic of 1\lcxico. 

The question being put on the adoption of the substitute, the ayes 
anrl noes were called for Ly :\lessrs. Fairbanks and Avery, and werl' : 

Yeas-1\lt. President, Messrs. Avery, 13rett, Burritt, Costen, Lor­
l'illler, 1\Ic:\lillan, Moseley, Sanderson, T racey, \Vatts-11. 

Nays-Messrs. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 'fabor--::i. 

J 
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So the substitute w~ adopted •. 
Mr. Lorrimer offered the following aa an amendmen.t : 
Add, That. the two Houses of the Legislature contribute an am. 

·ount sufficient to purchaae swords to be presented to Messrs. Loring 
and Mario for their gallut ud diatinguiahed aervices · i11 tlie .1\lexican 
w~ . 

.On the adoption of which, the ayes and nq,,· were . called for by 
Messrs. Floyd and Fairbanks, and were : · · 

Yeas-Mr. President, Messr8. Avery, B11rritt, Fairbanks, Lorri. 
mer, Sanderao~. 

Nays-Meaars. Brett, Costen, Floyd, McMillan, Moseley Priest 
S mith, T abor, Tracey, Watts-10. ' ' 

So the am·endment wu lost • . 
Mr. Fl~yd moved to lay the resolution upon the table. 
0~ whrch the ayes and noes were called hy Messra. :Avery and 

Durrrtt, and were : 
Yeas-Messrs. Brett, Costen, Fairbanka,. Floyd · Priest Smith 

Watts-7. · ' ' ' 
Nays-Mr. President, Messrs.' Avery, BurriC, Lorrimer, .1\lcMillan,. 

Moseley, Sanderson, T abor, l'racey-9. . 
So the motion was lost. ' 
0~ motion,. the resolution waa ord~red to be ·engrossed for a tbiril 

r!ladrng on to-morrow, . 
On motion of Mr. Prieat, the Senate adjourned till to-morro.,.. 

morning, I 0 olclock. 

·TUESDAY, November 30, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant t() adjournment ; a quorum being pres­
ent, afier p_rayor by the Rev. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate, 
tho proce~drngs of yesterday were .read and approved. · 

On !Dolton of l\fr. A~ery, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Ave. 
ry~ Faubanks and Costrn, .were ·appointed to act with a similar corn. 
mrttee on the part of !he House, to adopt joint rules for the govern. 
ment ofth~ two Houses during t}te present seaaion. 
• On motron of Mr. Brett, Mr. Lorrilner was added to tbe Commit. 
~e on Schools and Colleges. · · 

" ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution relative to' the election of Comptroller of this State 
Waa read a second time. , . ' 
Mr. Avery moved that the rules be wah•ed, and said resolution 

read a third time ; 
Which mo!ion was lost. · · 
A motion b~ing made to engroaa said Resolution, it was lost. · . \ ( 

. ~ . 



An Act to amend the Constitution of this State so as to make the 
1euiona of the General Aasemblybie nnial instead of annual, 

Wu read three several times, as of the third day. 
On the question, " Shall the bill pass 7" the vote was as follows : 
Yeu-Mr• Preaident, Moura. Austin, Brett, Burritt, Coatin, Fair. 

banka, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Mo~ley,Pril)'at,Sanderaon, Smith, 
Tabor, Tracey, Watts--16. 

Naya-Mr. Avery-l. 
So the bill pused by the requisite constitutional majority. Title 

as stated. 
Ordered, That the same be certified to the House of Represent a. 

lives. 
An Act so ID amend the Constitution of this State aa to extend to 

all free white male inhabitanta, being citizens of the United States, 
who shall have resided within this State one year, the elective fran. 
cbiae, 

Was read three several timea, as of the third day. 
On the question," Shall the bill paaa ?" the vote was as follows : 
Yeaa-Mr. Preaident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos­

tin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, Moaeley, Priest, Sander. 
son, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watta-17. 

So the bill passed by the requisite constitutional majority. ' Title 
na stated. 1 · 

Ordered, That the sam& be certified to the House of Representa. 
tives. 
· An Act to provide for the asaesament and collection of the State and 

County Revenue, 
Wu read a second time. , 
On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, referred to the Committee on Taxa. 

tion and Revenue. · 
Resolution to appoint a Committee in relation to the ofliccs of 

Comptroller and Treasurer, 
Came up on its aecond reading. 
On motion, Ordf;lred to be engrossed for to-mo.rrow. . 
Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W. Lormg and L1eut. l\1. C. 

Mario, 
Was read a third time and adopted. 
Onlered to be certified to the House. 

· A Committee from the H!!use, con~isting of Messrs. Hagner, 
Blackburn and Allison, informe~ the Senate that the menages trans­
mitted to the House by the Secretary of . the Senate, relative to the 
amendments of tho Conatitution, did not specify that the billl had 
been paaae.d by the requisite constitutional majority. 

Mr. Fairbanks moved that the House be informed, "Th t tho 
bills had been agreed to by the Senate as required by the Constitu. 
tion of this S,tate." 

Which motion prevailed. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock, 

WEDXEBDAY", D~cember 1, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjourn~ent ; a. quorum being pre&. 
ent, after p_rayer by_ th..e Rev •. Mr. Choice, Chaplain of the Senate, 
the Journal ofyesteroay wa~ read and approved. · 

Mr. Fairbanks moved the appointment of a aelect committee tore. · 
po_rt t.o the Senate upon the operation of.the present reYenue Jaws of 
t~1~ State, and whother the same conform to the Constitution in pro. 
:v1dmg for an equal and uniform mode of taxati.on, to report as early 
as practicable. , ' 

. Which motion was agreed to, and Messrs, ·Fairbanka, Tracey and 
Smith were appointed such select committee, 

_On motion of Mr. Fairbanks,_ Mr. · Burritt was added to said com. 
m1ttee. 

1\lr. Burritt gave notice that he woulrl, at some future ·day ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An .,ct to amend an a~t to 
organise the. Circuit Courts of the State of Florida. 

1\Ir. Moseley gave notice \ bat he . would, at some future dav ask 
leave to i~troduce a bill giving to the Judges ol the Circuit Cou.; the . 
powe~ to 1mpose fines and forfeitures in criminal cases. 

1\fr. Sander~on m·oved the· appointment of a joint. committee, the 
House concumng, for . the purpqae of ·examining the accounts of the 
C~mptroller and Treasurer, as required- b.y the law oraanizing the 
aa1d office• of Comptroller and J're.asurer of this State. "' · · 
. Which motion prevailed, and 1\feasrs. Sande~on, Smith and Avery 
were appointed said Committee. . · · . , • 

On !llotion of )fr.Sanderson, 1\fr. · F?-irbanks was added to said 
Committee. · 

Mr. A~stin gave ~otice that he would, ·on some future q~y, ask 
lea\·e to mtroduce a btll to reduce the fees of Tax Assessor and Col. 
lector. 

Mr. Burritt presented the.Memorial of J:ohn S. Sammis and Oli. 
ver Wood.' Exe?utors ~f. George Ki.ngsley, deceased, praying the 
passag~ of a law authonzmg them to sell.certain landS' therein named. 

Wb1ch was read, and on motion of 1\fr. Burritt ·referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. · ' 

'~he c.?mniittee 0~ the Jf!d!ciary; to whom was referred the bill 
enhtled, _An Ac_t to make the Certificates of the Treasurer of this 
State rece1vahle !n p_ayment of all pilblic dues;" report in favor of 
Jhe passage of sa1d bill, with the. following amendment, and ask the 
concurrence of the Senate therein : 

SEc·: 2, Be it further enacted, Thjlt the officers .charged with the 
' collecll?n of the ~tate taxes shall be, and they are hereby required 

to. rece1ve the aa1d Certificates at par· and any such officer who 
shall diJe~tly or indirectly receive"the ~ame at a less sum than th11 · 
IIUm the rem expreased to be due, shall be deemed guilty of extortion. 

. · S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
Wh1ch was l,£ad and concurred in. · 

· 1'hc committee appoinied by th6 Senate to act with a similar com. 

·· . . 
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mittee on the part of the House, to adopt joint rules for the gove"'. 
mcnt of the two Houaesduring the present aeaaion, reported the joint 
rules of the lut leaaion of the Legielature, and recommended their 
·adoption. . 

Which report waa received and concurred in, and the rules of the 
lut aeaaion adopted~ 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engroaaed Resolution to appoint a Committee in relation to the 
officl'a of Comptroller and Treasurer, 

Wu read a third time, and loat. 
On motion, the Senate ndjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

T~UllSD.u, December 2, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the J ournal of yeaterday was read aad 

approved. 
Pursuant to previoua notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en. 

titled, An Act to amend the Conatitution of this State ao as to 'have 
the Juaticesofthe Supreme Court, Chancellors, and Judges of the 
Circuit Courts, elected by the vote of the people of this State · 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading 
to"morrow. 

Mr. Burritt moved to rescind the 25th rule; 
Which motion wu lost. , 
Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to he en. 

titled, _,n Act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and Inspector General; 
Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading 

to-morrow. . 
Also, a bill to be entitled, .b Act to authorize the qualified Elec. 

tors of each County within this State to elect Judges of Probate ; 
Which was read the tint time, and ordered for a second reading 

fo.morrow. 
Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act to prevent the introduction of 

Negroes int9 this State for hire, belonging to non.residentJ, 
. Wu read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to·mor. 

row. 
i\(r. Sanderson gave notice dial he would, on to.morrow, ask 

leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act more particularly~to 
detinll mortgage liens; 

Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act in relation to roads in Col Dl· 

bia county. 
Mr •• \very ga\'O notice that be would, on to-morrow, ask leave to 

introduce a bilt to amend an act entitled an act to organize Court& 
of Probate for the State of Florida, approved July 25, 1845. 

31 
. . . I . 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the resolution in relation to· the Of. 
ficea of Comptroller and Treuurer ofthia State, was taken from tho 
table, aJlll placed among the orden of the day. . . 

On motion of Mr. Lorrirner, Ordered that 75 copies of the bill to 
be entitled1 An. Act to· prevent the introduction of negroes into this 
Stale for hire belonging to non.reaidents, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Ordered, that 75 copies of the Joint 
Rules of the Senate and HOI.lae of R,epreaentativea be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, Ordered, that 75. cepie• of the bill to be 
entitled, An Act to amend the Constitution of thie State ao as ro have 
th~ J~atices of the Supreme Court, ChaiicelJOf'll and Judges of th~ 
Cucu1t Courts, ·eJected by vote of the peopl.e of this State ; aud 75 
copies of the bill to be entitled, An Act 'to autbo!'ize the qualified 
Electors of each county within this State to elect Judaes of 1•robate, 
be printed. 

0 

.1\fr. Floyd introduced the following preamble and resolution: 
Whereas, the end and aim of civil ·government is to secure to 

every individual in the c:'ommunity the enjoyment of hia rights of per. 
son and. property ; an<! whereas, the pure administratic;m.of justice is . 
oft he htgheat consequence to any people, and ~ence the-judiciary of 
our country is most.important among tho dilftlrcnt branches of go\'. 
ernment; whereas, it i1 now a general and incontrovertible truth,that 
~~e modo of appoi?tment by popular election, ia the beat system ever 
mvented for secunng to the State, tho services of competent arid faittr. 
ful public offic~VS; and that· this fruth lies at the foundation of our 
theory of government; and whereas; the good people of Florida, have 
sufficient intelligence and integrity lo qualify them to make a judi • • 
cious selection, not only .of members of'the Legislature, Governor, 
and other Stat.e officers, members of Congress, but also of Judges ; 
and whereas, it ia a cardinal 'principle in our republican creed, that 
the governed shall have a voice in the selection of those; who are to 
govern, and that the will of the majority shall rule ; hence the ap. 
pointment of Jud'ges who are to dispense justice among them, should 
be in accordance with their wishes;· and whereas, the original pur. 
pose in England, for which J udgea were appointed for life, was to ren­
der them independent of the .crown, and thereby protect the people 
against its corruption$ and oppressions; but in a government like 
ours, founded on the·public will, such a principle operates in 'a con. 
trary way, and 11gainst that will; and whe.rca~, it it aus11rd in a rcp­
liiJ&entative government, to create a set of officc.>rs, holding office for 
life, irresponsible to tho people in the exercise 'of the powers thereof; 
and ''!'hercas, ~O\'Crnments. are, only republican. in proportion as they 

, embody the Will of the people ami e~ecutc it ;· \\·hereas, a life tenurp 
in office is a \'estagc of an imperfect, anti-republican model, and 
shoul_d not be adopted i_n this age of Jiuerty and enlightened enquiry, · 
and 111· a go,·crnment ltl<e o••rs. · 

Be it therefore reso~iled, That the Judiciary of our State should be 
republicanised, by rendering all the Judicial officers thereof elccitve 
hy the people, and for a term of years only. 
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Jluolved, That in our opinion the good people of Florida are ca• 
pa)>le (both in .regard to intelligence and integrity) of selecting their 
Judicial officers, and that the Constitution of the Stnte should be eo 
amended as to give to them tho election of said officers. 1 

Which waa rl!ad and ordered to a aecond reading on to.morro\Y, 
The Committee on the Judiciary,to whom waa referred the petition 

of JohnS. ::Jammis and OliYer Wood, of Duval county, Executor& of 
George Kingsley, !feceaaed, have instructed me to report-

That they have had the same oode'r consideration, and have pre. 
pared the following Bill, and aak the concurrence of the Senate there. 
in: 
AN ACT to authorize the E xeculori of George K ·in1lt:y, decea1ed, to 

S ell R eal E &tate. 
SECTIO:> 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R epresrn/a. 

lieu of llw S tale of Florida, in General Assembly cont-enecl, That 
John S. Sammis and Oliver Wood, or either of them, Executors of 
the laat Will nnd T estament of George Kingsley, deceased, be, and 
they are hereby authorized to sell either at public or printe sale, any, 
and all of the real'estate of the said George Kingsley, belonging to 
him at the time of his death ; provided, that no sale shall ~e made by 
e ither of them until he shall have fi rst filed in the office of the Judge 
of Probate of Duval county, such security for the proper application 
of the proceeds . of such sale as the Judge of Probate of said county 
may require. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
The Commitee on T a xatiol) and Re,·enue, to whom was referred 

a bill to be entitled, An act to pro,·ide for the Assessment an~ Collec. 
tion of the State and County Revenue, beg leave to report, that they 
ha,•e had the same under consideration, a nd return the same herewith 
to the Senate, and ask to be discharged from the further consiuerat ion 
thereof. JOSEPH B. WATTS, C hairman. 

Which was read and concurred in. 
The following message was received from the House, and read ; 

· Ho. REP. Nov. 30, 18-17. 
/Ionorablr I' resident of the S rnate : 

E nclosed is " An act so to ameuu the Constitution of this State as 
to extend to nll free white male inhabitants being c itizens ofthl' Uni. 
ted States. who shall havo resided within this State one year, tl.c 
Electh·e Franchise," 

Which this day passed the House hy a constiltltional majority of 
two thirds, and was ordered to he certified to the Senate; 

Very ltc•r ectfully, 
W. B. LA~CASTEH, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
And on motion, the said bill was laid upon tho table. J 
Also the followin;;: 

Ho. REr. Dec. 1, 18 17. 
llonorablr. 1-'residrn/ of il.e S enate : 

SIR :- Eucloseu is a n E ngrossed Dill entitled," An act so to amenJ 
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the Constitution of this State, aa I~ make the Sesaions ~f the G i! 1 
Aeaell!bly b!ennial instead of annual," · . f 0 era 

Wh!ch thrs day· passed the. House by a constitutional majority 
0

( 
two thrrds, and waa ordered to be certified .to the Senate, 

· · Very Reapectfully, 
• W,'B. LANCASTE R, 

Wbl h · Clerk Ho. Rep. 
AI c b waa rea~, and on motion, said bill was )aid upon the table 

so t e fol.to,\'ang: · ' 

l Hd. REP. Nov. 30, 1847. 
Ic:norable Pre.fident of the Senate: . 

The enclosed '.' Preamble and Resolutio'1s relating to a Ma il Rout6 
r~m ~~~er,Ha8m1lton county, via Blount Ferry, Suwanne Riter ·Rot 
lion 8 erry, t. Mllry's River in Colombia t Fl 'd ' · • 
~~~;:~:d ~etbt~~~!~~~ dny pa~ed tho Hosu~,c:~~ ~'ere o;;d::.!~ ~eb; 

Very Respectfully, . · 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Tb bl · . Clerk Ho. Rep. 
e pream . e and res~luhons accompanying snid messa 

readdt~e fi rst lime, and on motion the rule waived a nd regaed awesre~ 
con tnne · ' • 

.On morlon of l'lfr. Sanderson ref~rred to tbe c · 
State of-tbe Commonwealth. ' omm1ttee on tbc 

ORDERS OF T HE D.\ Y. 

A bill t~ Le cntiiled, An A~t to m~ke the certi~cates of tl 1' , 
surer <-ltl.m State reccivuble in paymeHt of all · bl' d . '0 rca .. 

Was rend d · pu 1c ues,· 
d

. a sec on . lime, and ordered to be ennr~saed for a tb,· ·• 
rea mg to-morrow. ., · ru 

Resolution in relation to the'Office of Com 1 11 adopted. P ro er, was read and 

The following messa"e and accompanying d 
ccived from His E xcellc"'ncy tbe Governor, a nd :ec:d~nls were re . 

E x ECUTIVE D EPARTli:E:'iT, ~ 
( ;entlemen uf the S enate Decem !.e c I ~ I 847. 5 

and H ouse of R epresenlalices 1 
l.I ~ave the honor herewith to · transinit a communicat ' . 

I rtlsldcnt of the Unh•ersity at Car;JbrWne 'tb I Jon from .tiUJ 

~t;thol~~~b~~a:;of~:t~ Ly the Corporatiot~ ~~ ';,:at. tJ
1

r~st~~~i~~;a::i',~,~ 
Very Re~pPctfully, 

I w. ID, "MOSELEY. 

. U x ·IVERSIT Y AT CA:unnJVCE, ~ 

BIR :-1 ha ve Leen directed Ly the Corp:::ti~~nrucl·.ht,flcldU47.. 5. 
5 · nl\·er~try, 



to tran~mit through the proper channel to ita deatination, the en'cl~ · 
ed official copy of a vote of thanka, unanimously adopted by the ' 
Board on the ·27th ult., in acknowledgment of tbe Jiberali.ty of the·· 
General Assembly of Florida, in directi.ng a copy of t~eir Journa!• • 
and other Public Documenll, to be furmabed for tbe Ltbrary of th11 
lnatitution. · 

I beg leue to a111ure your Excellency that this act of public cour. 
teay on the part of tbe Government of ~lorida. i~1"ull_y a_ppr?ciated by 
the Corporotion, and that they regard 11 a atr1kmg md!callon of the 
enlightened interest· taken by the General Auemblym the promo- · 
tion of Lellera in our common country. 

I have the honor to be, with great reapect, 
Your Escellency'a obedient, faithfulaervant, 

EDWARD EVERETT, 
President of the UniYeraity. 

His E1cellency WILDIA!Il D~ MosELEY, &c., &c., &c. 

At a alated meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard · 
College, in B~on, February 27, 1B4?, the _Prea!dent communicated'' 
11 Reaoh·e of the Legislature of Flor1da, d1rectmg the Secretary of 
State to tranamit a complete eeriea of the SIBle Documents. ' . 

}'old-That the President be requested to convey to the( L!•gas. 
lature of Florida; the thanks of this Board, for their libcrali y in di • 
reeling a copy of their Journals. and ~ther Documents~ pu~lished by 
their order, to be transmilled to the L1brary of the Umvemty. 

A true copy of record. 
Allest :- JAMES WALKER, Sej:retary. 

A bill io be entitled, An act to provide 'for the Asseument and Col. 
~ction of the State and County Revenue-

Was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr., Lorrimer, the 
Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole on said bill, Mr. 
. ~very in the Chair. . . 

After l!()nte time spent therein, the committee rose, and by the•r 
Chairman reported the bill hack te the House, with sundry a~end. 
ntenta, and aaked 1eave to be discharged from the further ~ons1dera . 
don thereof. 1 

Which was received. 
· The question then being upon concurring in the report of the com­

mittee, the yeas and nays were called for by Mems Sanderson and 
Floyd, and were- . .l 

YEAS-Meaars. AUIItin, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lornmer, !lJC· 
~lilian, Smith, Tabor-B. . 

NAYs-Mr. }'resident, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Durnil, !lfosely, San. 
derson, 'fmcey, Watts-B. . 

There being· a tie, the report was not concur~cd m. . 
On motion of l\lr. Fairbanks, the Senate a<ljourncd until to-rnor · 

M,v, 10 o'clock. 

' ·as 
FarDAY, Decembe~ 3, 1B47. 

-~be Senate. met p~rauant to adjournment. 
..Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. . 
A quorum being present, the proceeding• of yeaterday were read 

and approveil. . · 
Punuant to pre,·ioua notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be 

entitled "Au act more particularly to define mortgage linea." 
Which waa read the firat time and ordered for a aecond reading 

to-morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Burritt, ordered that -75 copies ef said bill be 

~~ed. . . 
Pursuant to pre•ious notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be en. 

titled, An act to amend an aet entitled, " An act to orgonize Courta 
of Probate for the State ..of .Florida." 

Which wai read the .. firat 'time and onlered to a I!()Con~'re&ding to-
morrow. · 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. M~~~eley introduced. a bill to be 
entitled, An act to give to the Judges ef the Circuit Courts of thia 

.State the power to impose fines: and forfeitures in criminal cues. 
Which wu read the fint time and ordered to a second reading to. 

morrow. · . . . , 
. . Mr. Lorrimer presented the melt)orjal of Aaa B. Clark, praying 

that the CoUJptroller may be directed. to audit and allow a certain ' 
·claim thertin darned. . 

Which WQI read, and GD motion of Mr. Lorrimer, referred to the 
•committee on clarma. , . 

The following communication was received from the Comptroller : 
CoxP'l'ROLLEa's 0FFICJ:, 'fallabaaaee, Dec. 2, 1B47. 

To tM Horwrable Pruident ·of tM Serrate : 
Sra :-The u11denigned ·respectfullr represents that the manr .calla 

fcir information from the Treasury Department, and the current buai • 
. neaa of the office, renders it impouible for him to answer all the Reao • 
.)utiona without auiatance; lie therefore aaka of the .Hon. Seaate 
·authority to employ '"'ch aid aa may be found requisite, to meet th~ 
.demands of the General Assembly. , 

Ver.y Respectfully, 
Your Qb't. Serv't., 

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller. 
• Which was read. 1 .. -. 

' On motion of Mr. Burritt, said communication was referred to a 
·select committee-said select com!;llittee consisting of Meaara. Bur. 
ritt, Fair.banka and Avery. · 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule waa waived,•nd he allowed 
~t? mo,·e that the Senate, the .House concurring, will go· into the elec­

' -t10n o~ Comptro~r and Treaaurer,,on to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 
.Wh1ch was adopted. 
Ordered that the same be certified to tlle Houae. 

j 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A hill to he entitlerl, An act to provide for the Aueument and Col. 
lection of tbe State and County Revenue-

Waa read a second time. 
On tbe motion to enp;rou said hill for a third reading, the yeas and 

113YI were called by Messrs. Sanderson and Priest, and were­
YEu-Meura. Al·ery, Breit, Lorrimer, Moselt>'j·, Sanderson, Tra. 

cev, Watta-7. 
Nu·s-Mr. Preaident, Meura. Austin, Burritt; Costen, Fairbank•, 

Floyd, McMillan, Prirat, Smith, 'faiJor-10. 
So the mot ion waa lost. 
Engroued bill to he entitled, An act to make the certificates of tho 

'freuurer of this StQ.te recei•·ahle in payment of all public dues­
\Vaa read a third time, and on the question, shall thia hill pass~ 

the yeas and nays wcre-
Yr.u-Messrs. A1•cry, Burritt, Fairbanks, Lorrirner, 1\loeelcy, 

Prieat, Sanderson, Tabor, \Vatta-!J. . 
NAn-1\fr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brett, Coaten, Floyd, 1\fc. 

Millan, Smith, 'fracey-8. 
So the bill passed, title as stated. 
Ordered that the anme be certified to the House. 1 • 

A hill to he entitled, An act to authorize the Executors of George 
J\ingaley, deceased, to sell real cstatP-

Was rend a second time and ordered to he e ngrossed for a third 
reading on to. morrow. 

A hill to he entitled, An act to pre1·entthe introduction o.f Nrgroes 
into thia State for hire, helonging to non-residents­

Was rend a sec.ond time. 
Mr. Floyd mo1·ed the followin~ amendments to said hill: 
After th~ word " hire" in the 8th line of section 2, o.d1l," and such 

sla"e or alal"es ahall be held in custody until said penalty be paid otf 
nod discharged." 

Aller the last word "Countv" in the 3d line of section G, add, 
/'~d. That this act shall not he enforced within any other county 
of thia State than the county of Franklin. 

\Vbich amendments were concurred in. 
· On motion of 1\ir. Floyd, said hill was referred to the committee 

on the Judiciary. . . . . 
A bill to he entitled, An act to amend the Constitution of thts State 

110 u to have the Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors, ~nu 
Judgea of the Circuit Courts, e lected b~ the \'Ole of the people-/ . 

Wo.a read a second time, and on motion 1\lr. Floyd, ordered to l10 
on tbe table. 

A bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the qualified \"Oters of each 
county within ihis State to elect Judges of Probatc-

Waa read a second time, and on motion of 1\!r. Fairbanks, rrf~rred 
to the ~omrnittee on the Judici~ry. 
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A bill to ~e entitled, An act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and In. 
•pector .General of .this State- · . . · 

Was read a second.time, and'on motion Mr. Floyd, referred to the 
oommittee on Militia. · 

Preamble and resoluti"on in relation to the election of Judges­
Was read o. seco_nd time, nnd on motion of Mr. Sanderson, refer. 

red to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion ¢' Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, o.nd tb~ committee 

on the State of the Commonwealth alloweil to report. 
The Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, to whom was 

referred the Engro86ed Preamhl.e.a nd .Resolutions relating to a mail 
route from Jasper, Uamilton county, l'ia Blount's Ferry, SuwanQcc 
Ril'er, Rawlison's Ferry, St. Jllary's H il·.er, in Columbia county, Flori. 
da, to C_entrel·i!lc, Georgia·, beg len1·e to report the said Preamble and 
ResolutiOns, wllh the followioct amendment•: 

Afier the 1vord "Georgm,": in.thc 5th line, add-
Whereas, maoy inhabitunts residin" o.t und ncar Rnwlison's Ferrr. 

on St. Mary's Ri1·er, in Columbia co~nty, suffer great incoi11·eriicnco 
for want of mail facilities, the.rc being no post office within the dis. 
tance of thirty-five. miles of said place. . · 

And aficr the word" and," in ·the 8th line, add" Rawlison's." 
\Vhich report was receil:ed, and thl' amendments concurred in. 
Ill r. Sanderson mo1·ed to wnil·e the rule, aud that said Prenm)Jlc 

and Resolutions he rend a third time. . . 
Which motion was lost. 
l'tlr . .Floyd mo,red that the rule he wni•·ed, and he allowe.d to gi••e 

uot ice tbat at some future day he would ask lcal'e to introduce certain 
bills. 

Which motion was lost. 
The orders of the day ha1·in" hccn gone throu"h-
Mr. Flo~·d mn1•cd to ndjnurh ~mti l to.morrow, 10 o'clock. 
On which motion, the yeas and nays were called by Messrs. San. 

derson and Watts, and were- · 
YJ:As-l\lr. President, i\lessrs. Costen, Fnirhanks, Fioyd, i\losclc•·, 

Smith, Tabor-7. · • 
NAYs-JIIcssrs. Avery, Austin, Brc·n, Durritt, Lorrimcr, Mc~l illan, 

Priest, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts..:..JQ, · 
So the motion was ill31. 
J\1r. Austin mo•·ed to adjourn until 3'o'olock, P. l\f. 
Which motion was lost. 

, • Mr.· ~\\-cry 1110\"Cd to adjourn ' untill to.morroll\ at a quarter of 10 
~~- . . 

. On which motion I he yens and a~ays were calh:d for hy 1\lessrs. 
Floyd and Sanderson, aud were- , · · · 

Y&As-l\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, llurritt, Costen, Fairilanl<•, 
Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts.,..!). 

N.us-i\lessrs. Austin,. Drctt, Floyd, Lorrimer, 1\[c:\lillan, 1\los~ . 
ley, Sanderson, Tracey-8. . 

So the Senate arljourned until to. morrow, nl ~ of 19 o'clocl<. 
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·SATURDAY, December 4, 1847. 

1'he Senate met punuant to adjournment. 
A quorum being present, Rev. Mr. Choice officiated u ·Chaplain. 
The Journal of yeaterday wu read, amended a6d adproved. . 
Mr. Avery moved, that the Governor be requeate to inform the 

:Senate what action hu been tllken upon the Reaolutiona in relation to 
.Seminary Ianda, &c., approved Dec. 20, 1845. 
· Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sandenon moved to.atrike out of the 24th Rule of lhe Senate, 
-the. worda ''in caaea .of emergency." 

Which motion wu loat. 
Mr. Floyd gave aotice th!\1 he would, at some future day, uka leave 

"o introduce the following billa.: 
A bill to be entitled, An act to organize a Common Scltool within 

·the county of Franklin. 
A lao, a bill to be entitled, An act to preve111 Bank A~~:enciea in this 

State from putting into cin:11lation bills of a leu denomiD&tion iban 
cen dollars. f. 

' ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill, to be entitled, An act to authorize the Executon ol 
·George Kingsley, deceaaed, to sell real eatate-

W u re&cd a third time, and, on tbe question "shall this bill pus?" 
,the yeu and nays were- · 

· Yua-Mr. President, Me11n. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Coa. 
;ten, Fairbanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillan, M011eley, Prieat, Sande~­
:aon, Tabor, Tracey, Wat'-1G. 

N An-None. 
So the bill paaaed-title aa alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Ho43e. 
A bill to be entitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage 

Jiens-
Waa·read a second time. 
Mr. Sandenon moved to amend.by striking out the word" of" oc­

-curring after the word " whatsoever," in the 2d line of section 3, and 
..inserting therein the word "for." / 

Wbicb wu adopted. 
Mr. Burritt moved to amend hy striking out the word" record" Ia 

Jine 6, section 2, and inserting therein the word "recorded.-'' 
Which-was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. 8andenon, aaid bill was referred to the commit· 

.tee on the Judiciary. . 
A bill to be entitled, An actio amend an act entitled, " An act to 

.organize Courts of ProLate for tbe State of Florida"-
Waa read a second time, and on motiou of Mr. A\·ery, referred te 

.tbo committee on tho Judiciary. . . 
A. bill .to be entitled, An act.to give to the Judges of the C~rcult 
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Court& of tliii S~te the power to impose tinea a'nd forfeiturea· in crim-· 
ina! caaea-

Wu read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Traciey, referred: 
to the committee on the Judiciary. . . 

Engrossed Preamble rand Resolution of the House, u amende~ by 
the Senate, waa read a third time and adopted; · 

Ordered that the aame be cef!ified to tb11 H0aae. . 
On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, tbe Senate .adjourned until Monday. 

next, 10 o'clock.· • 

MoNDAY. December 6, 1847. 

The Senate m~>t pnnuant to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Choice offi· 
eiated u Chaplain. The Journal of Saturday's proceedingi waa· 
read and approved. · 

Mr. Sande non moved that the ~mendments to-the Constitution, laid 
upon the table, be' taken therefrom, and placed among the orders of 
the day. · 
. Which motion prevailed. . , 

Mr. Brett moved that the Committee on Schools and Colleges be 
instructed to bring in a bill providing for the establishment of a Com." 
mon School Sy1tem. 

Whicb motion prevailed, and the committee instructed. 
Mr. Fairbankirgave notice tltat he would, ataome future day, aak 

teave to introduce a bill to amend the act in relation to tbe Board of' 
County Commiaaionen. 

Mr. Avery moved that the Committee on the Judiciary be instl'uct­
!!d to bring in a bill so amending the law of elections aa to have _the· 
State officen and electors of Preaident and Vice President efected-
upon tbe same day. ; 

Which motio.n prevailed, and the committee instructed. 
Mr. McLean gave notice that be would, on some future day; ask. 

leave to introduce a bill to amend the 12th section of the 5th article 
of the Constitution of this State ao that the Judrres of ihe Circuit 
Courts sbali bold their terin of office for siz year; instead of during 
good behavior. ' , 
, Mr. Sanderson moved that his E:icellency 'the Governor be re­
quested to communicate to the Committee on the alate of tho Com-: 
m~weahh any information in his P011Session·relating to the Northern 
boundary· of this State. 

Which motion prevai)ed. 
The following communication, from tbe National Medical Con-· 

vention held at Philadelphia in May, lnat, was received by tho Presi­
dent of the Senate, and read : 

To the Honor;~bl$ President of the Stnate of Florida : · 
. S1a :-The following ResolutiOJlS were adopted hy th11 National 

Medical Convention 'held· at Philadelphia.-_ in the month of May last. 
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"Ruoloed, That it ia expedient for this Convention to recommend 

to, and urge upon, the various State Go,·ernmente, the adoption oe 
tneuures lot proc~ring a Registration of the Births, Marriages, and 
De11ths, occurring in their several populations. . 

'' Re1olotd, 'fhat the paper hereto annexed be adopted aa the voice 
of the Convention, b~ printed, aigned by ita officers, and transmitted, 
under their direction, to all the State GoYernmenl• of the Union." 

In compliance with the second oftbe above Resolutions, I have lhe 
honor to transmit to you the enclosed Mtlmorial. 

Your verr obedient Set.vant, 
ALFRED STILLE, 

Philadelphia, Nov. 23, 1847. 
Secretary. 

.llemorial of tile Nalional Medical Convemiorl held in Philadelphi<1, 
in ltlay, 1847. 

The United States National .1\fedical Con,·ention, asaembled in tho 
City of Philadelphia in J\lay, 1847, desirous of the promotion of the 
true and vital interPsts of tbu people of their common country, in all 
their ''aricd locations, circums:ances and conditions, do respectfully 
recommend to the go,·crnments of the several States of the Union, 
tho adoption of measures for a Gr.:'!ERAL REGISTR.~TION ot· Till! 
BtaTns, MARRIAGEs, A:'ill DEATns, which may occur withi11 their 
respecth·e borders. 

No eflort need here bu expended i11 elucidation of the more( <irdi. 
nary purposes for which such a Regietration should be universally 
adopted, such as proof• of lineage, rights of dower, and bequests of 
property. The imporlltnce of these cannot but be percei1·ed on tho 
lea•t r<'flecllon. 

But there are reasons more profound and lilt reaching, results more 
important to the welfare and glory of man,. obtainablu by this meas­

. ure, which not only justity, but demand its early adoption, and thorough 
consummation. 

Theru aru two facts to be noticed in this connection; which may 
not be denied:-

First. Upon the circumstances connected with the three important 
. eras of existence, birth, marriage and cleath, are OOJlendent, to a very 

great estent, the physical, moral and ci,•il conilitio11 of thu human 
family. ,. 

Second. A knowlecl"e of these circumstances is necessary for a full 
corn prehension of imp.;'rtanl means for the certain adVIf.ncement of tho 
J>OJllllation of States, in prosperity aud civilizution. 

To the political economist and vital statist the laws which rl'gula~ 
:\/lei control the Jh·es anol dastinies of tho people of the present, can 
uot be a suLject of indifl;:rencc ;-to the legislator and stalesma , 
i"nomnco of them is a bar to thu firllappreciation of their responsi­
l~lity to the people of the futurl'. Tho philosoplay of the i11crecue of 
populalion is intimately connected with, a11d dependent upon, the pro. 
posed m?asure, and ca.u be pr~>',>erly le1rned only from its fuels and 
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deductions. In countries longer settled than ours, lbis scie'nce bu 
eome to be one of profound importance to those who are called tO' 
fegia~ate .for the future as well as for th,e pres!Jnl. For example :-­
The population of England has increased, as the cenius pro\·e-and 
the excess of ~irtbi over deaths leaves beyona a doubt-ia a geomet­
rical progression for (orty years, and at a rate by which, if continued; 
It will double every forty-nine years. Whether the means of subsis­
tence keep pace with that iriCrease, or whether the density of popula. 
tion will, ere lang, bu too great for its area, are lmporta11t questions 
to be decided by the ir own stateAmen. ., · · 

An incroaae ~f population has, ho,ve,·er, .nothing in it irresistible 
o·r inexorable ; iJ. co11sists in rwthing but dn increcue of tlte' births over 
lhe dealhs-and will be suspended if the birth• cease to maintain the 
same ratio to tile population; and thf? births m11y always be reduced 
rapidly, by retarding thq period and mrmber of the marriages, with­
out taking into consideration the increase by immigration. Circum­
stanced as this country iJ now, with its millions of unreclaimed acres, 
its exhaustless resources of ~ubsistence and wealth, in ita mountains 
and valleys, in its mines, rivers and forests, it would be· judicious to . 
im·ite, even with tho vast immigration to he espe·cted;ratber tha11 
clisco~rage, an i_ncretL,e of a nati~e popola!ion, by ~ncou.raging early 
marrrages, provrded that thereb,y 1mmortahty or mrsery m any form 
will not advance with them. ' 
. But before we can make any recommendaliiJTIS on this subject, or 
before we can.oven intelligq'ntly disc. us~ it, we must. ha,·e a knowledge 
of the filets a& they are. By comme!Jcilig a · R~gistration now, out , 
successors will be furnished with the ne!)essary material In time for 
any exigency that may arise. 

Conclusive evi~enco. is furJlisbe~ lo us of the value of a well-digest. 
ed system of Regrstratron for the Improvement of the people in their 
moral and physical condition, and in the length of their lives. From 
tho facts obtained thereby, are deducible the rules and i11ferences of 
he~lth, and the ~ources of .disease an,d prematurfl mort_aljty-many o{ 
whrch need but be known to be avorded. Coincide ill with improve. 
menta i11 the health and condition of individu:.ls, are iJicrease of years; 
and advancement in private and public morals, and in the slreo<rth and 
virtueofthe 'Stato.' - 0 

. Amvng th~ first communities to establish a system of Registration of 
Brrths, 1\larrrnges nnd D~ath~, was 'Genem, ,\·hero it was begun as 
.car~y as 1549', and h~s since be~n continued With great care. The 
rcgrsters are there vunved as pre-appointed e\• idences of ci,·il ri"hts, 
and it appea~s that human li~e has 1wo!1derfui_Jr, improved since they 

• were kept. fhe mean -duration of lrfe rncrcase.d more than five times 
from 1550 to. I833; .with the ~ncr,ease o~ population, and more pro- . 
longed . duratron of lrfl!, hoppmesi ulso tncreased; .though with ad. 
\'anced prosperity, marriages becam" fewer and later, and thus tho 
number of births was reduced, a greater number of infants born were 
preserved, and Q!e number 'of adujts-with whom lies.tbe true great­
Jtess of tbe sla~-becamc lar~er. Towards tho close of the 17th 
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century, the prebable duration of life wu not 20'year.-at. die erose" 
of the lBih century it attained' to 32 years-and now it baa arrived' 
to 45 years ; while the real productit'e power of the population bas· 
increased in a much gTCater proportion than the increase in its actual 
number, and, Gtlneva hru arrioed at a high &tate cif civiliUJJion. 

Tbeae reaults, so glorious for individuals, for the community, and for 
humanity, are iJeri?Cd from the better knowledge and understanding 
of the acience of life ood health, tbe·data for which are furnished by 
the statictics of tha Registers. · 

Tbe infornmtion obtained by tho Natural History surveys which 
ha\·e been made of many of the States of the· Union, is directly in. 
tereating only to a very small number ;-whilo the facts and infer. 
cncea deducible from a aan11tary survey nnd registration, interest and 
benefit, directly, the great mass o£ the people, for all are interested in 
their personal condition. Thus are produced in them more e1panded 
\•iewa of the worth of life, and the necessity for its prese"ation ; a 
more thorough appreciation of the importance of purity in the prin. 
cipal sources or it~ continuance, nir and food ; more attention to 
the comforts of dwellings and clothing; more refined sensibilities, 
greater energy, and a better regulated alate of public and private 
morals. 'fbeee results haoe been oblained in Geneva. 

In Prussia these measures nre attended to in a mode deserving the 
highest commendation. E1·ery fact relating to the health, li1•es and 
condition of the population, is there collected with great caro, by a 
central otlicer at Berlin, and publiabed for the benefit of the people. 
The most beneficent results have accrued from the admirably ,arrang. 
ed statistical returns made for several years past in England. Of 
more than one large town, but of Liverpool especially, it was ascer­
tained that tl!e mortality was great, and the average age at death of 
tho population low, whereas before, the inhabitants had boasted of 
their salubrity and longevity. The registration has, to them, truly 
pro1·ed the means of increase of health. and years, aflcr removing 
lrom their eyes the scales which blinded them to their own destruc. 
tion. 

In many of the European States besides those mentioned, facts in 
coniJection with this subject are registered and collated, in the most 
scientific aud systematic manner, and to use the language of a dis. 
tinguishcd American statist, "whatever we Americans may say to 
the contrary, the average longe\'ity, in many plnces, where these 
measures have been in operation, appears greater than with us."­
lndeed we have no little reason to npprohend that, unless £omething 
is dono to arrest the progress a nd pressure of the causes of premature 
mortality in this country, we shall. he in danger of possessing only a 
\'cry young a nd immature population. The average agl' ofdentb in 
rnnny of our large cities, as far as returns enable it to be shown, }is 
1111der 20 ypars, a fact which can only be due to the unfa1·orahlc p~y­
>ical circumstances of the people, and their ignorance of the true 
111eans ofliving and a\'Oiding disease. 

'!'he register~ of the anc ient Romans, which were prc~crvcd with 
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·great care, and recorded the birihs, sex~s, periods of puberty, man­
hood, age ·at. death, etc., kept by order of Dorriitius Ulpi~us, prime 
minister of Alexander ~eVQl\IS,IIfl'ord us the means of ascertaining the 
mean duration of life in Rome nearly 2000 years-ago, and compar­
ing this. with the results of" estimates made at the present day in 
places where similar recor4s are kept, we ·are thus en:1bled to es­
tablish the gr.atifying fact of the great e1tension of the average pe- . 
riod of humaillife in various cities and countries. 

Of the results ohta.inable by tho suggested measure, in connection 
with the ce11sus returns no\v regularly ma~o in each of the United 
States, not tho least imporhnt and desirable are table& exhibiting the 
probabilitie8 or expectation of life. . 

By this simple and elegant metbod, tile mean de~ ration of life, !In· 
:certain ns it appears to ho, and as it is, wiib reference to individuals, 
can he determio,ed with the g-reattJst accuracy in nations, and in still 
amaller commvnities. This is important not merely in reference to 
the pavments of life annuities, and the busines~ of lift\ -insurance, 
whose g reat value is but just beginning to be felt in this country, but 
it is of inestimable interest as determin-ing to individuals their proba. 
bilities of living in thel~ difl'~rent classes, occupations, locations, and 
habits. "As· it might be expected from the similarity .of the huma!' 
organization, that all classes of men would, c_aferis paribU.J, live, on 
-an a\·erage, the same number or years, it becom~s important to as­
certain whether this be the cnse, and if it be not, to determine to 
what estent 1ite is shortened' in unfavorahle circumstances. The 
Life Table answers this purpose, and is ns indispcnsaiJle iri'sanatary 
inquiries as the· barometer or tliermometer, 'and other instruments, 
in 11hysical reseMch. U1•on applying it to .11ny' number of ·welJ .s~­
lected cases, the influence 'of any externlll c11usc, or combination of · 
causes, can be analyzed ; while without its aid, and extended obaer. 
:vation and calculation, we nrc liable to be misled at every step by 
vague opini(lns, well concotttld stories, or interested stlltements, in 
estimatin" the relative duration of lifo; which can no morA be ac-· 
curately ~ado out by conjecture, th~n th~ rclati\'e. diameters of \hA . 
sun, moon and planets of our systcm."-Fiftli A11nual Report of the 
Registrar.Getieral-ip England. · · · . . 

If these things are so, nnd of their truth there cannot remain tho 
shadow of a doubt, it is plain that with this measut·e ate entwined 
the highest earthly interests of humanity, and it belon:,:s to the legis-

• lators oftho New·World, the guardians and custodians ofihc inter. 
ests and glory of the American R~ublic, to· consider. well ere they 
lon"er postpone the adoption of a measure sa essent ial thereto. "A 
eo~parison of the duration of succcssh·e generations in England, 
France, Prussia, Austria, Russia, America, and other S tates, would 
throw much light on the physica11conditi01t.·ilf their respect ive P<?PU· 
la tions, and sua"est to scientific and benevolent individuals. in every 
country, and to

0

tl1e governments} m:my ways of diminishing the stif. 
ferings, and meliorating the health and conditi?n of the people ; Tor 

:.the longer life of a nation denotes more th:~n it does in an individual 
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-a happier lif.,-'a lifo more exempt from aickneu and infirmity-a 
life of greater energy nod industry-of greater experience and wia· 
dom. By tbeau ·comparisons, a noble national emulation might be 
llllcited. and rival nations would read of aickneu diminished, deform. 
ity baniahed, lif" saved-of victories over death and the grave-with 
aa much enthusiasm as of victories over each other's armies in the 
field ; and the triumph of one would not be the humiliation or the 
other, for in tbia contention nooe would lose territory, or honor, or 
blood, but all would g.ain atrength." (Idem.) 

JONATHAN KNIGHT, M. D., Conn., President. 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, M.D., N. York,} 
GEORGE· B. WOOD, l\1, D., Pa. l'icePre. 
A. H. BUCHANAN, M.D. Tenn. side11ts. 
JOHN HARRISON, M. D., La. 

RICHARD D. ARNOLD, M. D. Ga. ~ 
AEFRED STILE, 1\1. D., Pa. Secretaries. 
F. C.o\i\IPBELLSTEWART, 1\f, D., N. York, 

On motion of 1\-Jr. Fairbanks, referred to a select committee. 
Measr~. Fairbanks, Burritt and Avery composed said committee. 
Mr: Brett, from the Committee on Claims, made the following re. 

port : ( . 
The C11mmittee on Claims, to whom waa referred the p etition of 

Aaa B. Clark, with the papers accompanying the same, hB,;e instruct. 
ed me to REPORT: 

That they ha,•e duly considered the claim preferred, nod doom it 
highly meritorious, and they recommend the passage of the bill here. 

. with auhmittrd. JOHN BRETT, t:hairman. 
Which report wa·s received and concurred in, 11nd the bill therein 

reported, read the first time, and ordered to a second rcqtliug to.mor. 
:row. 

1\fr. Rurritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol. 
lowing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were" instructl'd to bring 
in a bill to amend au net entitled,' An act to provide for the election 
of.Electors of President nod Vice President of the Unitcdi States,' 
approved January 6, 1847, ao as to have the said law conform to the 
law of the United States entitled,' An act to establiah a uniform time 
for holding elections for Electors of President and Vice Presidl'nt in 
all the States of the Union,' approved January 23, 1845," have i~. 
atructed me to report the accompanying bill, and to ask the concur 
renee of the Senate therein. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
Which report was received 11nd concurred in, and tbe bill therein 

reported, read tb'e first time, and onlered to a second reading on to. 
morrow. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol. 
lowing report: 
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The Committee on the Judiciary, to .whom wu referred a bill to 
be entitled, 1• An act to preve·nt the introduction of negroes into thi1 
State for hire belonging to non.reiideota," report: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and ask lea,•e 
to return the said bill, and to be discharged from ita further consider. 
ation; and they. ask the concurrence of the Senate therein. 

S. L. BlJRRI'IT, Chairman. 
Which was recei•ed and concurred in, and the said bill placed 

among the orders of the day. -. . · 
Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judieiary, made the fol-

lowing report: . · · 
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 

be entitled," An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit CQurts of 
this State the power to impose linea and forfeitures in criminal caacs," 
have instructed me lo REPORT: 

That they have bad tbe.same under consideration, and that they 
approve of the objects of tbo said bill, and to ask the concurr.ence 
of the Senate therein. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
Which waa receh·ed and concurred in, and said bill placed among 

the orders of the day. ' 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House l'ngrosaed bill entitled, An n~l~o to amend the Constitu. · 
tion of this State as to mako the aeuions of the General Assembly 
biennial-instead of annual; · 

\Vas, on mo ion, laid on the table • 
On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, a committee was appointed, on t~e 

part of the Senate, to confer with a similar colllmittee on the part of 
the· House, as to the disposition to be made of the several Lilla to a!. 
ter a net amend the Constitution of this State, passed by .the respec. 
th·e bodies; said committee coosiating of Messrs. Fairbanks, DtiriiU 
and Sanderson. , · 

House engroued bill entitled," An act ao to amend tho Constitution 
~f this State as t• exte11d to all free i•hite male inhabitants, being 
citizens of the United States, wbo shall have reside!~ within this State· 
ooe year, the elociive franchise ; . · ~ 

Was, on motion of 1\lr. Fairbanks, laid upon the table. 
A bill to be entitled, An act to give to the Judges of the Circuit 

~.ourts of this State the power to impose fines and forfeitures in crim. 
1n:H cases ; 

Was re·ad a second time. " 
On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate resolved itself into a Com. 

rnittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair. After 
, some time spent therein, the co.mmittee rose, and .by thei r Chairman. 
.reported the bill back to the Senate, with amend.ments, and naked 
Jea\•e to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Which repor.t was concurred in. 
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On motion of' Mr. Lorrimer, uid bill as amended waa laid upo~~ 
. the table. · . 

Mr. Lorrimor mo\'ed that 75 copiea of aa1d bill, as amendl)d, be 
1printed; 

Which motion was lost. 
A bill to be entitled, An Act to prt~vent the introduction of Ne. 

· groee into this State for hire, belonging to non.residents, 
Was read a second time, and on motion of ~1\ ~loyd, the ~na~e 

reeolved itself a Committee of the Whole. on aa1d b1ll, ~lr. B~mtt 10 

the chair. Aller some time spent therem the Comm1tte~ rose, and 
by their Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate With a~end. 
rnent1, and asked lea~·e to be discharged from the further cons1dera. 
tion .thereof; d d d 

Which report was concurred in, the amendment~ a opte. , an 
said bill u amended ordered to be engrossed lor a th1rd readmg on 
to.morrow. 

The following message was received from the House : _ 
HousE oF Rr:PaEsE:-ITATIVEs, Dt>c. 3, 18-1 •· 

Horwrable Prt.sidetU of the Se114te : . . ' 
Sra ·-The communication from the Senate elating that 11 '~·ould 

go into. the election of Comptroller and Treasurer on to.m~r~w, at 
12 o'clock, was received by the Ho·use ancl amended by ~tr1kmg out 

"'' to.morrow," and inserting" Thursday nell." 
Very Respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk Ho. Rep. 

Which wns read, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the amend. 
·men I of the Hou~e wu concurred in. 

Ordered That the same be certified to the Honse. 
· On moli~n of Mr. Sandereon, the rule was wah·~d,.and he all~w­
.ed to move that 325 copies of the Reports of CommiSSIOners rel!ltl\'e 
-to the establishment 'of a complete Educational System, be furmshed 
~0 tho House of Representatives by the Messenger of the Senate. 

Which motion pre\•ailed. b J · · R 1 ) 
. Also, 1\fr. Sanderson moved (in pursuance of the ~St oJnl u e, 

>that the order of the Senate requiring that 500 cop1es of th~ Report 
.of the Register of Public Lands to.be printed, made on a prcvwus day, 
.be rescinded. 

Which motion prevailed. 1~ The following message was received from bis Excellency j·e 
<Go,·ernor : 

ExECUTIVE DEPARTXENT, ~ 
December 4, 1847. 5 

t;entlemen of tlae Senate : . b d 
In re J to your call for information as to the ac~1on a~ u~en a 

request ~Jntnined in a. preamble and resoluti~n relative .to o'::iemmar~ 
Lands approved December 21; 1 Q46, extendmg resolution approve 
Dece~ber 20, 1845, on the same subject, I ba~e to state that the rei· 
olutioo of 1845, and the preamble and resolution of 1846, were foe. 

I 
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warded ro our Senators· aDd Representative in Congress, and· that I 
fiave not been advised by them of-any action on the subject • 

· . Very respectfully, · 
· W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion, the· Senate adjourned until lo·morrow 10 o'clock •. 

TuESDAY, December 7, 1847-. 

The Senate met pursuant .to adjournment. 
Rev. !Ur. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, ,the Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. ·.· . · 
Mr. Brett gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 

to introduce a bill' to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of 
Holmes. . 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An Act in relation to roads in Columbia county 1 · 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for !l second reading 
to-morrow. · • 

Mr. Fairbanks moved the app9intment of a Committee to a.ct with 
a similar Committee on the part of the House, to examiue the of 
tice of Register of Public Lands. · 

MesH&. Fairban'ks, Avery and Sanderson, were appointed said 
Committee. ' 
. Mr. Lorrimer pres~nted the petition of sul!dry citizens, praying. 

the re<;ognitien by the General ,Assembly of certain debts incurred 
by the Territory of Florida; 

On motion of Mr. 'Lorrimer,' referred to the Committee on' Claims 
and Accounts. · · · 

The Commi•tee on tho Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act to organize 
Court& of Probate for the State of Florida, beg lea1·o to 

REPORT: 

·~hat they have had the said b.ill un.der' consideratioll ; that they 
are 111 favorofthe passage of the b1ll, wu~ the acco!llpaoying amend • 
ment to the enacting clause,-and to ask the concurrence of the Se· 
nate iherein. S. L. BURRJ'fr, Chairman.· 

Which Report was received and concurred in, and. the amend. 
ment adopted. . 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the communication 
of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the 2d instant, asking from 
the Stlnate authority) o employ such aid as might be found necessary 
to meet the demands of the General Assembly, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they ba\'c bad the samec;:uoder ceusideration, and ha1·e made-
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auch examination touching the subject matter of the said communi, 
cation aa to the Committee seemed meet and proper ; and respect:.. 
fully ~commend to abe Senate to grant authority to the Comptroller 
as thereia requeated. 

' S. L. BURRIIT, Cllairman, 
Which Report was received and concurred in. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to preven_t the Introduction of negroes· 
into the county of Franklin for hire, belonging to non.reeidenta­

Waa read a third time, and on the question, "alia!! the bill pan?" 
the yeu and naya were : 

Yz.u-Mr. Preeident, Me11rs. Avery, Au•tin, Brett, Burritt, Coa. 
ten, Floyd, McMillan, Moaeley, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, 

·watta-14. 
N.us-l\fe11rs. Fairbanks and Priest-2. 
So the bill pa11ed~title as alated. 
Ordered that the aame be certified to the Houee. 
A bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled! "An a~t to 

provide for the election of Electors of President and Vtce Prestdent 
of the United Statea, approved January 6, 1847"- . 

Was read a aecond time, and ordered to be· engro11ed for a thtrd 
reading to-morrow. . . , 

A bill to be entitled, An act for the reltef of Asa B. Clark, antgnee 
or Thomas M. White- r • 

\Va1 read a second timo and ordered to be engro11ed for a thtrd 
reading on to-morrow. . 

A bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, " An act to 
organize Courts of Probate for the State of Florida"- . 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engro11ed fo.r a tlurd 
reading on· ~0-morrow. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Rule be wah;ed that be might be allow-
ed to make a motion. 

Which motion was bt. 
The following meuage from the House was received and read : 

HoulE OF REPRESENTATIVEII Dec. 6, 1847. 
Hrmorabk Pruident of the Senate : 

SIR :-The Houae ha.a this day paned a bill entitled," ~n act to 
amend an act to provide for the election of E.lectors nr Presaden! and 
Vice President of the United States," whach 18 herewtth tra~amatted •. 

·Also· a bill entitted "An act to define the Western boundary of 
• h . d, 

Jackson county, and to repeal an act t eretn nam.e · 
Very Respectlully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, l 
Clerk Ho. Rep. 

The House bill entitled, An act to amend an a~t to provide for_t e 
election of Electors of President and Vice Prestdent of the Unatetl 
l!tate.-
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Was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, laid upoll 
the table. . ' · · . I 

House bill entitled, An act to define the Weatern boundary of Jack· 
son county, and to repenl an act 'therein named­

Was read the first time. 
Mr. Tabor moved that said bill be laid upon the table. 
Which motion was lost. · . . 
On motion~· said bill was ordered for a second reading to-morrow~ 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to•morrow, 10 o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY, December 81 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choico.officiated i,s Chaplain. 
A quorum ·being present, the pr01;eedings of yeaterday were read 

and approved. . . 
On motion of Mr. Burritt, House bill entitled, An Act to amend 

an act to provide for the elec.tion of Electors of President and Vice 
President of the U nited:Stafea, 

Was taken from the table, and placed among the orden of the· 
day •. 
. On motion ofl\lr. Tracey, bill to be entitled, An c~ct to give to the 
Judges of the Circuit Courts o.fthi11 State the power· to impose tines 
and forfeiture• in criminal cues, . . 

Was taken from the ta~le, and placed among the ordcra 9f the 
· day. . · . . . 

Mr. Smith preaented the memorial.of certain officers ~d members' 
of the First Regiment of Florida Cavalry, praying the repeal of a 
certain act therein named ; 

Which was referred to the, Committee on Militia. 
The following meuage wu received from the Houae and read : 

HousE or REPJIESE~ATivEs, Dec. 7th, 1847. 
Hon. Pruidenf of the Senate : 

Sta-Messr.. Aldrich,· W. M. Maxwell and Collins, have been 
this day appointed a • Joint Committee ·on the part of the House, to 
unite with, a similar CommiUee from the Senate, in'the examination 
ofthe office ofthe Register of Public Lands. 

' .Very respectfully, 
~ W . B.-LANCASTER, 

Cle~k Houae of Representatives. 
Also the following : 

. . HousE oF REPREf!ENT~Tiv:E1s, P ee. 6th, 1847. 
• Hon. Pruident of the Senate : · . 

S1a :-Me11rs. Hagner, Chain and Forward, have been appointed 
a Joint Committee on the part of> the Houae, to act .with the Com. 
mittee 'of the Senate, . for the disposition to be made of the several 

7 
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billa to alter and amend' the Constitution of this State, paaed by tlle­
reapective bo<llea. 

Very Reapectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
Also the following : 

Ho. REP. Dec. 6th, 1847. 
Honoro.bk Pruitknt of the Stnt1U: .. -

Ssa-Tbe Houae baa this day ordered to be printed, for the use of 
the General Assembly, 75 copies of a bill entitled, An Act in addition 
to ienral acta concerning Wille, Letters Testamentary, Letters of 
Adminiatrstion, and the duties of Executors, Administrator& and 
Guardians. · Very respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representative,. 

lJeo the following~ 

HovsB oF RBnEsENTA1'1VEs, Dee. 6th, 1847. 
Hoo. Pruident rif the Sena~ : 

Sot-The House hu this day ordered to be printed, for the use of 
the General Auembly, 75 copies of a bill to be entitled, An ,Act for 
the relief of the Settlers on Forbes' Purchase in Gadsden county. 

Alao 75 copiea of a bill entitled, An Act in addition to an act II> 
organize Courta of Probate for the State of Florida. '-

, VerJ reapectfully, 

Aleo tho following : 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk Hollll8 of Representatives. 

HoulE' oP RBnBIIENTA':fiVEII, Dec. 8th, 1846. 
HC1fl. Pruident of the Senate : 

SUl :-It wu thit day resolved by the House, 'fbat the Select 
Committee, ha'fiDg in claarge the question of the Northern boundary 
of the State, be instructed to act jointly with such Committee of the 
Senate u may have the IIIUJle aubject in charge, and that the Se. 
nate be requested to take auch action in the, matter, as to manifest 
their concurrence in the objects of thia resolution. 

The Committee of the House coaaista of Meurs. A. E: Muwell, 
. Hagner, J\litchell of Jacluon, Chain, Blackburn, King. 

Very Respectfully, 
W. D. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

l\tr. Sandel'80n moved that the Committee on the State J the 
Cemmonwealth be instructed to act with the Committee appointed 
by the House ; 

Which m~ion prevailed. 
On motion of 1\lr. Sanderson, Mr. Floyd was added to the Com~ 

mittee on the State of the Commonwealth, to act with aaid Commit. 
&ee i.Q. aaid matter. 
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Mr. Fairbanb, from a Select Committee, made the following re. 
FOrt=~ 
'The select committee appointed by the Renate upon the 1st inat., to 

report upon. the operation of the preaent;Revenue Law, and whether 
the same conform• to the provision• Of the Conatitution requiring 
an equal and uniform m~e of taxation- · 

. REPORT: . 

That they have etamined the subject 'wi!h much .care and atten. 
'tlon, and from the examination so made' hY. th.em they have come to 
the conclusion·that the present Revenu~ Law ·or this State does not 
conform to the constitutional provision requiring an equal and uniform 
mode of taxation. 

It is to be presumed, as a matter of course, that the meaning of the 
terms " uniform and equal" as used in the constiturion, are intended 
to prescribe not only that all elaaaes of persona should be equally 
taxed, but that the citizena .of.the State individually should bear their 
equal and j•st. proportion of taxation. . ' . 

By an examination of the tahular statement hereto annexed, (mark~ 
ed A.) it will be seen that. the owners of improved and unimproved 
town property par a tax of 20 ~ta. per flOO upon the assessed valua. 
tion of their rea estate, while tho owners of lands not within the 
corporate li111ita of a to~n, pay a specific amount per acre; without 
diacriminating as to the va)ue·givlln by improvements, buildinga, &e., 
.and without di'stinguiehing between. cleared land and wild Ianda; that 
while the locAl situation of one tract of lirsf rat e land near a large 
town, or upon navigable .waters, may gh·e it a very high value, the in. 
accesaible situation ef others render tbein (although of first rate qua)i. 
ty) almott valueless, from their inaccossibility or distance ·from a 
market, and other depreciating circumstances. That there is.eonse- · 
quently a very great differenco in tbe nmount of tafea paid by indi. 
viduals upon the real valuatHm of tbe1r property-an estate wmih 
$20,090 frequently paying no more tax tban one ·worth t2,860. 
That again, t~e relative difference of tax!ltiOil upon 1st, 2d, and 3d 
rate lands is not in accordance with their tme relative valuation, that 
while first rate lands are taied up~n a nluation of but 85 per acre, 
including the value.c,pnferred· hy buildings, &c., second rate Janda are 
valued but 81.25 !ell!, an~ thiro rate lands are valued at the very 
high valuation of$1.87 per acre-a thousand acres of'the best plan • 
tation thus paying but 86.25 ·more· than 1000 acres of the poorest 

•sand hills in the State. 
• That the present taxation upon gold watches places a valuation of. 

two hundred and fifty dollars upon e \•ery gold watch, and up9n silver 
watches a valuation of aixty.l\vo-9olia.ra and half each-a manifest 
over valuation-rating a gold watch at the value of a slave. 

That by the present· Revenue Law an average value of two hundred 
and fifiy dollars each' is placed upon all slaves, without distinction of 
age. That such a mode of valuation is unjust as between individu. 
als-that while the one may own a slal'e worth one thousand dollars, . 
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his neighbor may have one not worth filly, and yet they are called 
upon for the same tax. "That this species of property in this Sl'ate 
is, and will probably continue to be, owned in amall nu111bers by 
different owners; and that no fair average can be consequently made 
which will give a fair distribution of taxation, if made in thia man. 
ner. 

Your committee further observe that the present revenue act omits 
large and valuable species of property; among which we would no. 
tice that money is not taxed, unleu at interest ; horses, mules, &c., 
conllitllling a very large portion of the property of the country, are 
not taxed ; furniture and plate pay no tax ; manufactories, other than 
saw mill•, are left out; and the capital invested in improvements, (and 
which must be as large an item as land,) are entirely exempt , $hip. 
ping ia eumpt, &c. 

We would call attention to the tabular statements herewith re. 
ported, hy which it will be seen that the present nluation of the 
property now taxed amounts to above twenty millions of dollars, now 
paying, exclusive of specific taxes, 20 eta. per e10o • . Your com. 
mittee believe by adding to the articles already estimated, according 
to the present system, Ianda and slaves, &c., a more perfect rl'l'enue 
arllem would cQme into operation, and that with the additi~n of the 
apecie1 of property now omitted, a tax of 20 or 25 cents per 8100, 
upon the valuation, would furnish a fund equal to the expenses of our 
Government, without increasing the burden upon the tax payet:' ; that 
each would pay according to his ability, and the proviaio6s of the 
constitution requiring an equal and uniform mode of ta~ation, would 
be complied with. A course ao reasonable and just could not but 
meet with the approbation of all • 

.As an e1·idence of the uncertail)ty of the present mode of assess­
ment upon Ianda, your committee would call attention to the fact that 
abol"e 300,000 acres of land returned last year as second rate, has 
been this year as'third rate-making a dilftlrence of above 81100, the 
present year, from that single item. And it is IYithin the knowledge of 
all that the returns of this character bal'e no uniformity-some lands 
worth 810 per acre being returned as third rate, while others of le•s 
than half that value are returned aa first rate. 

A bill to prol'ide for an equal and uniform mode of taxation, is 
herewith returned. 

G. R. FAIRBA-NKS, 
JOHN M. SMITH, 
E. D. TRACEY, 
S. L . BURRITT. 

Which report was received and concurred in, and the bill acCf.m· 
panying the same read by ita title, and 75 copies of ~aid bill, an? the 
documents accompanying the same, ordered to be prmtcd. 
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The following meuage from "the House wu alao reJ,ived and 
read:-

Housz oP REPilESENT.&TIVEs, Dec. 6th, 1847. 
Hon. Prtmknt of tile SetUIIe : · 

si.R :-The Houae.hu tbia day concurred in ihe amendment pro. 
posed by tb~ Senaie, relative to the Preamble and Resolutions for a 
Mail Route from Jasper to Centreville, Ga. · 

Very respectfully, · 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Cler~ House Re~resentat\ves. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engroued bill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act 
to organize Courts of Probate for th·e State of Florida, 

Was read a third time, and on mQtion laid upon the table. 
Engroased bill entitled, An Act for the relief of Asa B. Clark, As. 

signee of Thomas M. White, 
Was read a third time, !lDd on the question, Shall the bill pan? . 

she yeas and nays were: · 
Yeaa-Mr. President, Me11rs •• ~very, AuRtin, Brett,· Burritt, Floyd,­

Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watta 
-14. 

Nays-None. , 
So the bill paued. Title as alated. 
Ordered thll the same be certified to the House. 
Engrossed bill entitled, An Act ·19 a!Dend an act entitled an 'act to 

proYide for the election of Electors of President and Vice President· 
of the United States, approved January.6, 1847, · 

Was read a third time, and on the question, Shall the Bill pass? 
the yeas and hays were : ' 

Yeaa-~fr. President, Meurs. Avery. Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair. 
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, 
Tracey, Watts--15. 

Nays-None. 
So the bill paned. Title as slated. 
Ordered that the IJlme be certified to the House •• · 
A bill to be entitled, An :~ct to give to the Judges of the Circuit 

Courts of this Sta.te the power to impose fines and forfeitures in 
Criminal Cases, 

Was read a aecond time. 
Mr. Burritt moved to strike out the word "forfeitures" in the 

enacting clause, and insert" penalties;" 
Which motion prevailed, and th~ bill orde.J1ld to be engrossed for 

a third reading to-morrow. . ' · 
House bil! entitled, An Act to amend an act to provide for the E. 

'Jection of Electors of President" and Vlce President of the United 
States, 

Was read the fint'time; 
On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate . resolved itself into a 
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COUNTIES. 
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Gtneral StatMMnt of the AIIUifftllfll of Tazu for the yMr 1847-the amount and mode of Am11ment. 

1. Items of Taxation no.w taxed Am l taxed Auenmenl Assessment . I , !Number by,Quantity byl 
accordlDg to valuabon. year 1847. of 1847. of 1847. Mode and rate of taxation. l AggrTte 

, valua~on. 

Mopey loaned at Intereat, 
Bank Stock, 
Merchants etock in traie, 
Commi•ion merchants, 
Carriagee, &c., 
ImproYed town lots, 
UnamproYed town lote, 
Value of eaw mills, 

cc WharYet, 
; u. IteiDI of taxation tued epeei • 
• 6cally which may be reduced 

· to a valuation. 
Slane, 
Cattle of reeidente over 100 bead, 

u non-reaidente " 
Gold Watchee, 
Silnr Watch•, 
ltt nte land, 
2d u u 

3d " 
m . Itemt or epecific taxation not 

reducible to a valuation. 
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20c. per $100 received. 
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-----
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Committee of the Whole on Kid bill, Mr. Floyd in the Chair. Af. 
ter seme time apent therein. the Committee rose, and by their Chair. 
man reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment, and 
asked leave to be diecharged from the further consideration thereof· 

Which report wu coocurred in. • ' 
On motion of Mr. Fairbaob, ~&id bill wu laid upon the table. 
A bill to be entitled, An Act in relation to row in Columbia 

county, 
Wu read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for • third 

reading on to-morrow. 
Houae bill entitled, An Act to define tho Western boundary of 

Jacksen county, and to repeal an act therein named, 
Wu read a third time, and on motion of Mr. Brett, laid upon tho 

table until to.morrow. 
· Reselution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and Lieut. M. 

C. Mario, u ameneed by the Houae, wu read, and the amendment 
of the House concurred in. 

On motion, the Benate adjourned until to-morrow, at 10 o'clock. 

TuUJtsDAY, December 9, 1847. 

The Senate met purauant to adjournment. 
Rev. 1\lr. Choice officiated u Chaplain. 
A quoruni being present, the proceedings of yesterday wete read 

and appro\•ed. 
The following communication wu received from hie Excellency 

the Governor, and read : 
ExEcUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ~ 

. Decoml.er 8, 184'7. S 
Geftl!mttn of the Senate: · 

In reply to your ·call for the correspondence relating to the North. 
em boundary of the State of Florida, I ha\'O to alate, that the whole 

. correepondence on that eubject hu been transmitted to the House of 
Repreaentath·ea on a prior call. 

Very Reapectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

Also, the following : 
Ex~:cunvz DEPARTXE!I'!', ~ 

December 9, 1847. S 
Gimtlemet~ of the Smat.e . 

and of the Hou.u of Rtpruentativu: 
The taxea aeeeued in the county of Leon upon the capital atocktf 

the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, and which amou t 
to a conaiderable item, have not been paid ; and, u I am advised, t e 
lawa of thie State afford no remedies to the State sufficient to coerce 
the payment of the ume. The Board of County Commiuionere hu 
already determined the amount of the uaeument againt thia Tnetitu. 
tion, under the existing Revenue La we, u will appear by a certified 

' 

·--. 

55 

eopy of the decision submitted herewith. .1! ia inani(eat th~t some 
BUfficient remedy for tho collection o( this and like aaseumenta, should 
be provided by tho General Assembly. · 

. Very Respectfully, 
. W •. D; MOSELEY. 

On motio~ of· Mr." Fairbanks, referred, wiih the accompanying 
documents, to the committee on corporations. . 

Mr. Sandenon moved that the Rt>gieter of the Land Office be re­
quested to report to the Senate, wheth·er the " eight eectiona granted 
by CongreM for the purpose of fixing tbe Seat of Government o( this 
State," can be located in conformity to the·,conetmction' placed upon 
the. act of Congre• making each grant, by the· Cammiuionera of the 
General Land Office, at or near the centre of thia State. 

Which motion prevailed. · 
Pursuant to previoue notice, Mr. Fairbankll introduced a bill to be 

entitled, An act to amend the several acta relative to· County Com­
missioners. 

Mr. Fairbanks gave notice .th.at he would at some future day ask 
leave to introduce a bill to·encourage and facilitate lnterna! Improve­
menta and to authorize a:od regulate partnerships for that f?Urpose. 

A leo, a bill to preecribe the feea of the Attorney General in certain 
cases. . 

Mr. Avery, from the Commitiee on Schools and Colleges, pre-
sented the following report.: . 

The Committee on Schools. and College11, to whom were referfed 
the reports of Commiuioners, retativ.e ~o .the establishment of an 
Educational System, and who were instructed to bring · jn a bill 
pro\•iding for the establishment of a System of Common Schoola,. aek 
leave to 

REPORT 
the accompanying bill. It will be seen, upon euminatioo, that. al~ 
though the system proposed contemplates· the estalilishment of a 
School Fund by tbe State, it inay yet be'supported without State aid • 

Your Committee cannot · refrain from here e:xpreuing the!r _ re­
gret, that ootwithetanding our roembers of Coilgrell8 have been re­
peatedly requested by the Geperal Auembly to endeavor to have 
such laws paased, ae wduld enable tl!_e State to make the Common 
School Fund available, no atteotic;m h111 been paid, (10 far aa· yo11r 
Committee can aecertaio,} to th~ requeate. . . 

Ju the proposed aptem.will, until a State Fund ia created, depend 
wholly for ita support upon the people \bemselves, your Committee 
recommend that ita adoption· \le left optional with the different 
~ountiea. · · · 1 : . • , · 

For the iofonnation of ihoae who have not the time or inclination" 
to.e:xamioe a bill ofthe great length, of the one before us, your Com-
mittee will alate that it provides :- · · -
lat. The Secretary ·of State shall be e:r-o.fficio Superintendent of 

Schools for the State •. 
2d: A County Saperiotendent shall be elected in each County. 
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3d, County Superintendente to di•ide the countiea into suitable 
School Diatricta, and have o•er them a general superinten. 
donee. . 

4th. Three Truateea to be elected in each Diatrict, to ha\'e charge of 
the aft'aira of their several Diatricta. 

5th. When the State hu a fund to diatribute, each county to rai~ 
within iteelf an amount equal to the sum received froin the 
State. . 

6th. Until the ·State hu a fund to diatrlbute, the County Commis. 
aionen may. lery a tax sufficient to pay the teachen. 

7th. Should they fail to do ao, tbe Truateea of the School Diatricte 
may collect the wages of teacher• from the parents or guar• 
diana of pupila. 

Respectfully submitted, 
0. l'tl. AVERY, Chairman, 
J . P. SANDERSON, 
JOHN M. SMITH, 
JAS. H. T. LORRIMER. 

Having preaented a Report to the Legislature upon this ~ubjec!, I 
have declined acting with the Committee in framing the b11l wh1ch 
Ia now presented, but concur with the Committee in t~e l'tlport pre. 
sented, which, I observe, proceeds upon the samll bu11 aa the aye. 
tern proposed by me. G. R. FAIRBANKS. 

Which Report.wu received and concurred in. . . 
On motion, the bill accompanying said Report wu read by tts, IItle, 

and 75 copies ordered to be printed. . 
Mr. Tracey, from the committee on Militia, made the fo~owmg 

ro~: . 
The committee on the Militia, to whom wav referred the btU " to 

abolish the pay of the Adjutant and Inspector General of this S~ate," 
have had the same under cooaideration, and uk leave to subm1tthe 
following 

REPORT: 

That they believe it improper and unjust to im~ the i.rduoua and 
e1penaive duties which now devolve upon the Adjutant. and Inspector 

. General, without rendering compensation. And they ar~ confirmed 
in thia opinion by reference to Article lat, Section 14th, of the Con. 
stitution of the State, which declares that private prope'!Y ahall not 
be taken or applied to public use, unle11 just compensatton be reo. 
dered therefor. . 

They h&Ye therefore considered it but fair and p~r toiahohah. a 
pqrtion of the duties of said office, be!ieving th~ dulles may be dt .. 
charged by the Brigade Inspectors, wuhout detrtme~t to. the State, 
and without expense. They therefore report the b1ll wtth amend-
menta, and reapectfull y aak the concurrence of the Senate. } 

E. D. TRACEY, Chairman. 
Which Report waa received and concurred in. 

\ 

I 
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ORDERS OF THE' DAY. 

Eng.ro~~ed bill entitled, An act in relation to r~aJa ln ~olumbia 
l:ounty- . · · . I · 

Was read a third time, and on the question, "Sball the bill pa~~1" 
lhe yeas and miys were-~ · . 

YEA&-Mr. President, Me11n. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos. 
ten,, Fairbanks,. Floyd; McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Baoderaoll, Smith, 
Tabor, Tracey, Watta-=-16; 

NAYs-None• 
So the bill pa11ecJ.:-litle a& state:d, . . 
Onlered that the same be certified to the Houae, . 
Engro11ed bill entitled, .A:n actio give to the Judges ~f the Circuit 

Courts of this State the power to impose fines and 'penalties in crim 
irtal cases.;... ., · 

W ns read a .third time, and on the question,·" Shall the hili pall·?' 
the yeas and nays were- . . 

YEAs-i\lellni. A'·ery, Bo.rritt, Fairbanks, 1\lcMillan, Moseley, 
Priest, Sandllnon, Smith, 'fracey, Wat~lO. . 

NAYs-!\lr. President, .l\le11rs. Austin, Brett, Costen, Floyd, Ta. 
hor~o. 

So the bill passed.;_title as .stated. . 
Ordered that the same he certified to tlte Hou·se. 

· Arr. Lorrimer asked lea,•e to record his vote on said :Lill.' 
Which was denied. 
House bill to be entitled, An act to define the Western boundary 

of Jackson county, and to repeal an act therein named­
Was read a ~econd time. 
1\Ir. Brett moved tho foll!lwing.nmendments, ''iz : , . 
Strike out .. Western," in the fol!rtl,t line, a nd insert "Southern." 
Strike out all after the word" the," in the 5th hoe to tho.word" piu.' 

aile!" in 8th line, an~ insert" Apal.achicola river,.at,.tlre North side of 
Ochesee, thence on the Southern s1de oftho old Federal road to \Vat. 
son's ferry across the Chipola river." 

Strike out" North," in 8th line, and insert" West." 
Which were adopted.· 
Mr. Tabor moved to insert after the words '' Chipola river," oc. 

curring in the ~ill as amended, "the'nc~ West to a point.equi distqn'ce 
in range tweh·e, thcn<;e North to tho line that divides town11liips four 
a'nd fi,·e, thence due West to the Choctahatchee rh·er." 
• Which motion was lost. · 

On motion of Mr. Tabor, said bill was referred to a select com. 
mittee-said committee consisting of .Messrs. Tabor, Brett, Fair: 
banks and Avery. . ~ · 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the Hou;e 
was ready to go into the Election of Comptroller and Treasurer for 
the State .; · • 1 :.\ · 

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the House of Representa. 
ti'ves, nnd the General Assembly proceeded, by joint ballot, in saiu · 
e!cctioqs. > 

8' 
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By the invitation of the Speaker of the House, the Preaident of. 
the Senate took the Chair. 

The Preaident having announced to the Ge11eral Aaaembly tLat 
nomination• were now in order fOr ~omptroller, · • 

Mr. Fairbank• nominated Nathaniel P. Bemia. 
1\lr. Wm. M. Maxwell nominated Shoon Towle. 
The vote waa aa follow• : 
Foa Towu:--Mr. Preaident, Me•n. li.tfery, Aullin, Br~tt, Bur. 

rill, Floyd, McMillan, Moaeley, Sanderson• Tracy, Walta, Mr. 
Spuker, Bannerman, Bradwell, Bryan, Cbain, Collin ... ~rawford, 
}'orward Garrason, Hall, Hagner, · Henderson, H1ggmbotham, 
Johnllon: W. 1\1. Mas·well, Morriaon, Overstreet, Qulglee, Roae, 
&:ott Sheldon, Smith, Taylor, Tanner, Wateraon-36. 

Fo'a BEMis-Me•ra. Co.ten, Fairbanka, Priest, Smith, Tabor, 
Aldrich, Allison, Burnham, Cook, Hancock, Hobtnt, King, ~litchell, 
of Jackson, Mitchell, of Monroe-14. 

So Mr. Towle waa declared duly elected. 
For Treasurer ~fr. Floyd nominated Benjamin Byrd. 
Mr. W. M. Mai.well nomiDeted William R. Hayward. 
The vote waa as followa : . 
Foa HAvwAa~Mr. President, Aleurs. Avery, Austin, Brett. 

Burritt, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts, Mr. Speaker, Ban- · 
ncrman, Bradwell, Bryan, Chain, Collina, Crawford, Hall, Ha~ner, ­
Jiendenon, H igginbotham, Jobnaton, ~V. ~· 1\taxwell, Mormon, 
Oreratreet, Quiglea, Scott, Sheldon, Smllh, 1 anner, Waterson-:30. 

For Bn~.llfeura. Coetin, Fairbanha, Floyd, Moseley, Praest, 
Smith Tabor Aldrich, Alliton, Blackburn, Boruham, C~J'c. For­
ward,' GarraS:,n, Hancock, Hobart, King, Mitchell, of Jackson. 
lllitcbell, of Monroe, Rou, Taylor-21. 

So Mr. Hayward waa declared duly elected Treasurer. 
The Senate having returned to . their Chamber, 
On motion they adjourned until to-m~rrow, lO·o'clocl<. 

FaiDAI', December 10, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. l\lr. Choice officiated as C haplain. 
:\ quorum being present, the proceeding• cf yesterday were read 

1111d approved. f 
On motion of !\lr. _.\1-ery, _leave of absence was g ranted to Mr. 

· Mci\lillan, Senator from the 2d, Di,tri~t, until , Monday next., 
Pnsuant to pre•·ious notice, !\lr. Faarbanks mtroduced a btl~ to en­

euura<>e and facilitate Internal lmprovementa, and to authortUl and 
regul:te proceedings fo r that purpo~. . " , I 

On motion, s:tid bill was read by tis IItle nod 7v copacs ordc~cl to 
be printed. , 

Pursuant to pre,·ious notice, Mr. Breit mtroduced n bill to be en. 
t~ed, An act· to organize the County of Holmes. 

I 

/ ' ' 
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"Which was read the lint time and ordered for a a'econd reading on 
'to-morrow. l · .. 

Mr. Bre'tt offered the following : . 
Ruol~d by tk &.ate 11M H- of Repruentali~• in General 

A11t1Mly conr:ened, That they will adjourn 1ine dit en the 22d i'!at. 
Which waa read the tint time and ordered· to a aecond reading on 

to-morrow • 
.lllr. J<'airbank•,'frem the committee on Enrolled Billa, reported. 

Resolution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring an~ Lieut. M. C, 
1\favin, as cj)rrectly enrolled. 

Mr. Brett, from tbe co .. mittee on Claims; presented the following 
re~: . 

The Committee on Claims to whom wu referreCI the petition of 
!IUndry citizens, pcayint; tbe recognition by 'thil General Aaaeinbly of 
certain debts incurred by the Territory of Florida, have had the same 
under conaiderati011, and instrilct me to-

REPORT: 
That the petition sell forth only tile fact that the petitioners holt! 

the ecrip of tbc late Territory iuued for debts incurred under the la"·s 
of aaid Territory, and tliat no part teereof has been paid. The amount 
of the indebtedness is not stated, nor have the petitioners furnisbe~;l 
the committee with the \·ouchers-tu suatain their i:laim, or with " 'i. 
{)ence by which its character may be ucertained. . It is hut an act 
of prudence on 1be part of States, aa well as of individuals, to acru. 
tenizc well, the demand• wbich may be made upon their purses. 
Such scrutiny is particularly demanded of us in regard to applications 
of this character, when it ·is recollected that by far the larger portion, 
,jf net the entire debt of the late 'J'erritory, \ras for objects -propfrly 
chargeable to the United States. In the absence of all proof, this 
committee does net ·conceive that the '.l'erritorinl certilicatea preclude 
inquiry into the character of the claims in their originnl shape, the 
committee r.annot aay whether or not these claims b.elorig to that 
ela!lll. Nor r;an they recommend to the Senatt' nny action en the · 
-subject further than to reli!lve the commillee from its consideration. 

10HN BRETT, Chairman. 
Which Rt>pOrt Wl\S received and concurred in. . 
l\lr. Burritt, from the J udictary comn.littee, presented the following 

ft~rt: • 
The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to 'be en. 

• titled," An act ruore particularly to define mortgage liens," have in. 
atructed me to-

REPORT: 
That they Lave \aad the same und8r consideration, and are in favor 

of the p .. uage of the said.bill.u herewith amended, and to ask the 
concurrence of the Senate herein! ·· i , . 

S. L . BURRITT, Chairman. 
Which Report was received and concurred in, 
Tlio following communication from the Register 'of Public Luds 

'-''U rcceived·aod read : 
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0FFICR OF R.w:OIITER OF PIIBLIC L.t.XDB, ~ 

Tallahauee, Dec. 9th, 1847. S' 
81R :-I ha1·e receh·ed a copy of a resolution adopted by the Se. 

pale to.day, u followa, Yiz : . . 
" That the Regiater of the Land Office be reques•ed to report tp 

)he Senate whether )be eight aectiona ~rant~d by Congreaa for the 
purpose of fixing the aeat of Government oflh1s State, can be located 
in conformity to the construction placed upon the act of Congress 
making auch ~~:ratJt, by the Polllll'liuioner of the General Land Of, 
lice, at or near the centre of this State." 

In reply, I havp to alate that eight aectiopa of good land, in one 
body, cannot be located within one hundred miles of the cen1re of 
the State, uauming auch centre t.o be :t:;a1t of Apalachi~ola river, and 
Weat.of Range 15 Eaat. But that there are many places between 
the linea I have deaignated, where there would be no dif!iculty io 
locating. eight aecti,ona of u:orthlu1 land in one body, . 

Without knowledge of where the trw: centre of tho State hcs, 
cannot give a more precise answer. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN BEARD, 
Register of Public L~ods. 

'fo the Hon. D. G. M'Lu!f, 
· President of the Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A ·bill to he entitled, An Act to a111end the ,everal acts in relation 
to County Coll!ll'liuipners, 

\Vaa read a second time. 
Mr. Sande~n '!loved to amend aaidhill by adding the following : 
·sEc. 2. Be it fqrther enacted, That tbe aaid ~oard of ~ounty 

Co111misaionera shall, be, and tbey are hereby re.qu~red to deh1•er to 
Jhe foreman of the Gral)d Jury a copy of said statement, at the first 
senion oft he Circuit Court of said county next ensuing the time ape. 
citied for making eut aaid &Jatement, and it shall be tbe duty of said 
Grand Jury to examine into the correctness of said statement, and 
report thereon to the Judge presiding at said Court. 

Which motion pre1·ailed, and the amendment adopted •. 
Ordered to be engrossed for a thil'!! reading OR to.I)'IOhow. 
A bill !o be eptitled, An Act more particul~rly tp de~ne mortgage 

liens, 
Was read a second time, 
On motion of l\lr. Sande"~"· !be Senate ~es~lved itself. iljto a 

Committee of the Whole on sa1d h1ll, Mr. Bumtt 111 the Cha1r,t . 
Aller some time spent therein the Committee ro~e, and by the!r 

Chairman reported the bill back to the Se~~ate w1th ame?dme~ts, 
and asked )pa~e to be discharged from the further cons1derahol) 
)hereof; 
·· Which report was recei1·ed. 

' 
6l 

6n the q~eition of concurring in the report of. tb·e ComJ iuee, the 
,-eu and naya wefll called for by'Me11". Sanderson. and Floyd, end 
~vere: 

\"a~Mr. President, ·Meaars. Avery, Auitin, Burritt, Coatin~ 
fairbanka, .Lorrimer, -1\fcMillan, Prie,t, Smitb, Tabor, W~lker-12. 

NAn-Meiirs. Brett, Floyd, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts. 
.--6. 

So the report was eoncurred in. 
Mr. Sanderaon niol'ed to lay said "bill upon' the ~able; 
Which motion was lost. 
Mr. Floyd offered t.h11 following .!lmendme~:~t ; · 

. SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, Tbat all and every pe"on or per.-
8001 whatsoever, . now in po11ession of any pen!onal property, ac. 
qui red by deed, gift, purchase, bill of sale, or other conveyance what. 
soe~er, of a lawful or val\lable conaiderat.ion, do posseaa, .hold and 
claim the same u of his; her, or their own right, in llbsolute proper. 
ty, and the person or persons so in possession, or tbe pe"on or per. 
sons under ~·born they .~laiiJl, have severally or successively togeth. 
er, been qutetly posaes.sed of the same, under any of the .title.s, ways 
or means aforesaid, and without interr1,1ptio~:~ by suit or action at law · 
actually commenced, enjoye_d the said property' for the space of fiv.t;~ 
years, that then such person or _persot)B so in posse.ssion as aforesaid, 
shaiJ have good right ana tii•Je to the BRme in absolute property 
against a.ll an~ every p.erson .and persons IYball;oever : PrOf!Ukd: 
That lnfan.ta and married wo,rnen ·!JI!all have the space of five years 
afler their sevaral diaabilities are removed, within which to reduc; 
to possession any property in' which the r wer.e 'seve.rally interested or . 
entitled during infAncy or. coverture. · 

Mr. Avery moved to amend by. inserting afler tl:te word "women" 
in 9th line, the words" and persons pon compos mentis," 

Which motion prevailed. . 
On motion, said bill was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 
The following communication was transmitted to HiN Excellency 

the Go~ernor : . · · 
· SE:-~ATE Cn.t.MBER, Dec. 10, ia4;. 

To His Excellency W. D. MosELEY, · 
. Gove.I'TIO'[ of Florida : 

S1a-The followwg resolution pa11Bed by tbe General AISembly 
of Florida, and sig~:~ed by the preaidipg office" oft be two Houses i~ 
sent for your consideration': . . . ' 
• Resolution in relation to Major Wll). W. Lo.ring and L ieut. l\f. 
C.Marin. . 

By order of the Se·nate~. C.:.W. DOWNING, 
·Secretary Senate. · 

A hill to be entitled, An Act to aboliah the pay of Adjutant and · 
lnspecror General of this State, · · · 

\~ u read a aecood, lime, and ordered to be engro!sed for a thir4 
.rea~mg on to.morrow · 
. On motion, l"be Seno.te took a recess until 3 ·o'clock. 
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3 o'CLOCll:, ~. X, 

Tbc Senate proceeded with the orders of th d 
House bill entitled, A.n act to regulate thA 

0 
'1 aty. f h • 

·Sr. Johns- . P1 o age o t e RrYer 

Was read the firat lillie and ordered for a 6econd relld' . 
morrow, mg on to. 

House bill entitled, An act to mo full defi 
duty of Pilof3 for the port of Cedar Keys! no the ratea of and 

Waa read tbe lint time and ordered for a eeco~d reodr'ng Oll t morrow, o. 

JW~Iosu~ bill ~ntitled, An act to frtcilitate the drai~ing of the T~el 
1 0 wamp, 1n tbe county of St. Johns- ve 

. Was, Oi'l motio!l, read by its title and ordered for a second re d' 
on to.morrow. a mg 

Houae Preamble and Rosol 1· 1 • 
1-'lo 'd V I . . u ro~s re alive to the expenses of the 
ser:i•c:- o unteen prevrou~ to bemg mustered into the United Statea 

Were read the firat time and ordered for a aeeond d' 
morrow, rea rng on to. 

thi~s:::~ Preamble and lleaolutioa relative to pre-emption rights in 

Was read tbe first time and ordered for a second readin" on t'o 
morrow. o • 

Fl ll~~moria~ and R~aolution of the General Assembly of the Sra~e.of 
orr a. to t e Preardent, Post 1\fastllr Gene ral, and the Con. re 

tbe,Jlnrted dStabte., ont.he subject of a Mail Route therein me~ti:~c~f 
as rea I c first lime and ordered for a second reading on to' 

morrow, · 

Jnn~o~~~n~;~a~~b~t ar;j ~esolutFioln•. in relation to certain sect;ons of 
S·ear of G y e , • to ortda for tbe purpose of fixing her O\'Crnment-

Were rend the first time and ordered for a second d' 
mo.rrow. rea mg on to. 

Mr. ~l?yd mo\·ed to adjourn until i\fonday next at 10 o'clock. 
011 \\hrch the yeas and nays were called by J\[ S d 

and Floyd, nnd were- essra. an erson, 

Yus-1\lcssrs. Burritt, Coaten Flovd Smith-4 
NA_vs-~lr. President, Messrs.' Ani ry

1 

Austin n' rett L 1• 
Moaeln}· p · t s d T • • , ornmer, ., ' ncs ' an erson, abor, Tracey, \Valker--11. 

So the ~!'nate refuaed to adjourn. 
On matron, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

SATURDA>, Decemuer 11, 1847. 

The Senate ~ct P.ursuant to adjournment. 
Re\·, llfr. Cborce officiated as Chaplain, 
A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was 

mended and approved. read, a. 

J 

6.3 

Pursuant to previous notice~ l'tfr.'lUcLean introduced a bill to be 
l!ntitled, An Act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th article of the 
Constitution of this State, so that the Judges of' the Circuit C~lirta 
shall hold their offices for a terin of six year!, instead of dur)ng good 
behavior; .. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading 
on to-morrow. · 

J\fr. Lorrimer asked leave to spread on· the Journal his reasons for 
being absent from the s~mrte doring the e.lection ofC'omptrolleJI attd 
Treasurer on ThursdRy last. · . . 

1\[essrs. Floyd and Lorrimer demanded a· call of the Senate. 
\Vhereupon the Senate was called, .and there were present : 
Mr. President, 1\fessrs. Avery, Austin, llrett, Burrit, Costin, Fair. 

banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith,. Tabor,. 
Tracey, Wall<er, Watts. · 

On the qu.estion to permi.!lfr. Lorrimer l!J spread hie reasons on: 
tho Journal, the.yens and,11ays were called for by 1\lessrs. Floyd and' 
Fairbanks, and were : . . 

Yeas-l\Ir. Prcsidtmt, J\fessrs. Avery, Austin, Britt, Burrill, Cos. 
tin, Lorrimor, Sanderson, Sm,ith, Walker, Waua.:...:u. 

:'li'ays-!\1essrs. Fairbanks, Flo..rd, .Moscley,.Pricst, Tabor, Tracey 
-fl. 

So l\lr. Lorrimer was permitted to spread upon the Journal the 
following : . , 

1\Jr. Lorrimer asks leave to have .recorded on the J ournals, the 
reasons which ~aused his nlisenco from the Senate on Thursday; 
when the election took place for ComptroHcr and Treasurer, which 
was as follows :-That he informed the Sergeant-at-Arms nnd 1\fes. 
sungcr of tho Senaie, of his in Illuded absence for a !hort time,- I? see 
a relatil•e about to leave the State, and requested them, afier inform. 
in" them whe re he would be found, to inform him if the Legislature· 
sh~uld be about to proceed to said elections before his return ; that 
the Legislature unexpectedly went into said elections, about tel! mi. 
nutes before the time fixed by joint resolution; and a~ soon as they 
could the Sergeant and 1\lesse!lger informed 1\lr. L. ofthc same, and 
he hastened hack to the capital ; hu~ as there was only one ballot· 
ing, the election was over befor~ his return. 1\lr. Lorrimer fur· 
thcr desires to ha\'C it recorded, that h.nd he been present, he would 
ha,·e voted for the gentlemen who were elected. · 

:.\ir. Sanderson ga\·e notice thnt at some future day he would asl; 
lfOit\'e tf) introducr. a Lill to be. entitled, An Act in relation to fine• 
•and forfeitures. I .. '1 • 

The following message was recci\·cd from ·his Excellency the' 
Governor, and read : " 

ExECUTIVE DEPART)!F.:>T, December 10, 1847. 
Gentlemen of tltc Selia! if' a11d of tlte House of Reprcsentalires: 

The Puhlic Arms and Equipments, owing to the dampness of the 
hasement of the eapital where thcy,were kept, have been removed to · 
a ' building temporarily contracted for, for that purpusc. The . 

\. 



Gnnd Jury of Leon, in their' Genenl Presentment at the iastlerin; 
expre11ed the opinion that the arms in their pre.ent eituntion were' 
in.ecure. I have therefore to call the attention of the General As· 
~mbly to this'aubject, and to request that proviaion may be made for' 
a more eec~tre Armory, or that the building now u.ed for that pur· 
pose may be made more secu're. 

In addition, it ia my duty to report that the proper keeping and' 
preservation of the Public Arms, &'c·., La's been, and must hereafler 
ue, attended with no inc'onaid'erable care, pain• .• nd trouble, ll'nd that' 
it is acarcely po11ible to procure the services of any competent Quar. 
ter Muter General without some c;omP.ensation. In evidence of 
this, I have' to make. known tile factthatt.6e present efficient Quarter 
)(ute·r General, (Col. Shine,)' has already tendered his resignation. 
I have therefore to recommend in addition that some adequate com~ 
penaation be attached to the office of Quarter Muter General. 

Very reapectfullj, . 
W. ]). MOSELEY. 

On motion, referred to tho committee orr the Militia· •. 
The following commnnrcatioh from· the Comptroller was received 

and rend: 
CoxPTROLLER's 0f'FICE1 Tallahassee, Dec. 9, 1847. 

IIonorable Pruitknt OJ the Senale: . 
Sra :-In compliance with a Resolution of the Senate, of the 26th 

ultimo, I 'transmit herewith a tabular statement of the "n,_umber and 
nature of the criminal prosecution in each county of the State, also· 
the amount of expenses of criminal prosecutions tmdited by the Comp. 
troller, and the amount paid on capital caaes." 

Very Respectfully, 
N P. BEMIS, C'(lmptroller. 

. Ord~red that 300 copies of the documents accompanying said com. 
munication be printed. 

Also the following : 
CoxnaoLi.Ea's OFFICE, Tallahassee, Dec. 11, 1847. 

JloTUn'able Pruitknt of the Schate : . 
SIR :-1 enclose hecewith the informtLtion· requested by Resolution 

of the Senate of the 2d inst. 
Very Resprctfully, . 

N. P. DE~IIS, Comptroller. 
Ordered that :lOO copies of the docuinents accompanying the same 

be printed. , . 
Mr. Burritt, from the J udiciary committee, presented the followmg 

report: . I . 
The committee on the Judiciary to whom was re.co'?mttted t'he btU 

l'ntitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage hens, beg leave 
to report the said bill with the accompanying amendment, and ask the 
eoncurrcnce-of tlie Senate therein. 

S . L. DURRIIT, Chairman: 

' 

' 
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I dissent from the report ·of the majority of said com~ittee in re• 
ference to the· amondment offered. · 

G. R. FAIRBANKS • . 
Which Report was received and concurred in. 
. . ORDERS OF 'fHE DAY. 
Engross!Jd bill e'ntitled, An act to amend the several acts relative to 

County Commissioners-
Was read the third tim,e. 
Mr. Burritt moved to amend h1 inserting after the word "paid," 

io 9th line, the words" the date of said payment." 
Which amendment was unanimously adopted. · 
On the question, " Sh.UI the bill pass 1'' the yeas and nay~ were­
YEA-s-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery,·Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos. 

ten, fairbanks, Lorrimer, Moseley, Prie.st, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, 
Walker, Watts-15. · 

NAYs-None. · . 
So the bill ·passed-title as stated. 
Ordered that the s~me be certitled to the House. 
Engrossed bill entitled, An act to abolish the pay of Adjutant and 

Inspector General of this State- · · . 
. Was read a third time, and on the question," Shall the bill paas1" 

the yeas and nays were.._ . 
YEAs-1\fr. President, M'!!ssrs. Avery,· Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos •. 

ten, Floyd, Lorrimer, 1\losely, Priest, Sanderson, Tab<?r1 Tr~cey, 
Walker, Watt;--15. · . . 

NAYs-Messrs. Fairbanks and Smith-2. 
So the bill pas~ed. · . · - . . . . 
1\lr. Fairbanks moved to amend the title of said bill so that. it read 

as follows, "iz : · · 
"An act relath·e to th~ duties and compensation of the Adjuta:Jt 

and Inspector General of this State." 
Which was adopted. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
A bill to l!e entitled, An act t~ organize !he cou~ty o£ Holmes­
\Vas read a second time and referred to a special committee-said 

committee consisting of .Messrs. Floyd, Brei!, an,d A\'ery. 
Ho usc bill entitled, An Act to regulate tho Pilotage ·of the Bar of 

I heR i1·cr St. J ohns, was _read a secontltime. 
M r. Burritt nio1·cd to strilm out the word "assigned" in tenth line 

Jlf section three, and insert thcrei'n "aggrill\-ed," which was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Durritt, saitlltill was referred to a Select Com. 

mittee. Said commiuee consisting of .lllcssrs. Burritt, l:;nntlerson 
aud F;!.irbanks. · • 1 • . 

Hou.c hill entitled, An Act to more ful ly define the rates of, and 
duty of pilotss for the port of Ccd:1r K<,ys, was rend a second time, 
and.referrecl to a S{'icct Con11~ittce. Said Committee consisting of 
1\lessrs. Sanderson. Mosclcv anti Costen. 
Hou~o bill eutitfcd, An .ict to fitcilitato the draining of the Twelvo 

m!lo Sw:ln\p in tho ~01inty o~ St. Johns, was read a sccoud time by 
9 
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ita title, and referred to the Committee on Internal lmproveiJ'IIlnts .. 

-~ bill entitled, An Act to preecribe an equal and unifOrm mode of' 
taxation, and for other purposea, waa read a second time by ita ti-· 
tie, and laid on the table. 

ReiO!u&ioa r.elative to tbe 6illll die adjournment of the General 
Auembly on tho 22d instant, wu read a second time, and ordered to· 
be engroaaed for a third reading to. morrow.. . 

House PFeamble and Resolution• relative to the expenses of Flo. 
rida Volunteen previous to being mustered in the United States ser. 
vice, waa read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Tuation and Re10enue. 

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to pre-emption rights in 
tbia State.,... 

Wu read a eecond time and ordered for a third reading on to. 
morrow. 

Memorial ana Resolution of thO' General Aaaembly of the State of 
Florida to the President, I>ost.master General, and the Congreaa of 
the United Statea, on the subject of a Mail Route therein mentioned, 

Wu read a second time, and on moiton, the rule waived, read. a 
third time by ita title and paaaed. 

Preamble and Resolution in relation to certain sections of land 
granted by the U. ~.to the State of Florida for the purpose of fixing 
her Seat of Government-

Was read a aecond time by ita title, and on motion thtp ule waived 
and read a third time by ita title and paaaed. 

Bill to be entitled, An act more particularly to define mortgage 
lien-

Was read a eecond time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday next. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday next, 10 o'clock. 

MoNDAY, December 13, 1847r 

The Senate met (IUtauant to ndjournment. 
ReY. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the proceeding& of Saturday were read 

and approved. · 
Mr. Avery mo1•ed, that the Governor be requested to inform the 

Senate what action has betin taken by our Senators and Repreaen. 
tive in Congress, and by Congress, upon the resolutionipprovcd. 
Jan. 1, 1847; so far as the same relates to the portion f surptus 
revenue to which this State is entitled under the act of C ngreu of 
23d July, A. D. 1836. 

Which motion prevailed. 
Mr. A'very moved, That the Register of Public Landa be requeat. 

ed to- inform the Senate bow many whole townships have been 111r-

' 

• 

'\'eyed io which the State ·is eniitled to the 'sixteenth ~~tiona-lunr 
many fractional townships ilr which there are no sixteenth sectiona, 
stating tho number of sections in each of these townshipa-how rna~ 
ny fractional townships in which t~ere are sixteenth section.a, stating 
the number of ~ections in each of these to'wnilhips. Also, u near u 
may be, the number of sixteenth sectionil which ate ooluelu1 on II.C· 
count of the poverty of the soil. Also, what townships have ap. 
,pointed .trustees to take charge of their sixteenth sections. What . 
benefit has . been derived, either by the State or by any county or 
town, from the grant by Congren of the sixteenth sections. What 
amount of funds has been raised from the si~:teeath section•, and i11 
whose hands those funds nrc placed. . · 

Which motion (lrevailed. . 
1\fr. A1·ery gave notice \hnt he would, on to.morrow, ask leave to 

introduce a bill to amend an act entitled an net to provide for the 
aalc of lands granted to the State for purposes of Internal Improve. 
ment. 

Mr. Lorrimer !}We f!Otice that he would, on some future day, 
ask lca1·e to introouce·a bill to be entitled, An Act for the relief of 
tbo poor and destitute of Leon county, and to guard against t~ ac. 
a.mulation of pauperism. 

Mr. Burri!!, from tlie Judiciary Committee, presented the follow. 
. ·ing Report: : 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was reft'rred the pream. 
1•1e and rcsotutions introduced by the Se':lator from tbe 'sixth district, 
to the effect, that the Judiciary of our State should be republicanised 
Ly renderiug all the judicial ofl,icers thereof electi~e hy th~ ~oplc, 
aud for a term .of yea~, beg lca1·e. to · · 

REPORT : 
That they concur in the sentiments ex(lressed in the preamble, that· 

the pure administration of justice is of the highest consequence to 
any people; and while they admit that it is an.incontro,•ertible truth, 
that primarily the people ha1·e . tho right of electing directly to. all 
offices, and may eltercise that .right ~ccording to their pleasure, they 
deny that it hy any means follows, that. all offices· can he better tilled 
by a direct vote, thl\n by sermnls appointed for that pur(IOse; they 
deny, that because the· executive and the legislative branches should 
be elected by. a (IOpular. l'ote,-any evidence is thereby furnished, that 
the Judges should be elected in the same l'l'&y. '.fn this Republic the 
distinction has always b.een rnade, (and 1vith the happiest results too,) 
not only in the General Gol'crnment, but in the various States--the 

.Judges of Laze and of Equity are never elected by po1mlnr vote • . 
This rule, in one or two inst11nces, has ~eceritly been departed from. 
But the wisdom of those ll'ho framed 't~e Federal CunslituJion, hill 
never he~n douhted-as lillie has thei r palrioliom. .And yet, tbey 
.and their constituents, the rl'cople of tbo United States, who set out 
with declaring, .that their object was "to form a more perfect unio11, 
.establish justic'e, insure domestic tranquility, p_rovide for the COIJIIDoa 
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defence,, promote the general welfare, and aecure the bleuing. of 
liberty," ordained at the same time, that the Preaident of the United 
State~ ahould nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, a ppoint the Judgea of the Supreme Court •. 

Tbe people them~elves declining to Blerciae this power, and vesting 
it in the Executive and Legialative department., waa one of the maans 
by which THEY propo~ed "to establish juatice, promote the genernl 
welfare, and secure to themselves and poalerity, the bleuingt of Re­
publican Liberty." Have they been disappointed in their eJpeclalior.s? 
Or, are we wiser than they 1 Hu not unexampled proaperity been 
the result of their foresight in thia particular ; and through them has 
not wisdom been justified of her works? Then, as now, and at all 
times, a judicial office was beyond all comparison, abo,•e all others, 
a high, reaponaible, delicate, and moat sacred trust ; and the commit. 
tee believe, that in proportion to the high and sacred character of the 
office, should be the care and circumspection with which it should be 
filled. Do the "good people" of this State desire that that high office 
which holds the balance ofjuatice between man and man ; that looks 
tot he fountain of eternal justice for its guide; and emuhl\es in the di•pen­
salionaofhuman jualice, the wisdom and purity of heaven; that asks the 
aanction oft he most high, rather than of man, for what it does, should 
become the aport and foot-ball of electioneering demapqguea 1 This 
must be the inevitable result of tho exercise of that power to which 
the people are invited by tho reaolutioraa-a power which the people 
with all the forma of constitutional solemnity have themselves deter­
mined rn;t to. exercise. 

The committee believe th11t a tolerable share of general informa• 
lion, without profound knowledge in any parlicul'ar department of 
science, is usually all that is indiapemible in the proper discharge of 
Executive duties-they arc ordinarily few, plain, and simple. They 
may be found embodied almost entirely in the Gonstitution; anrlthey 
depend by no means upon a precise and accurate lmowledge of mu­
nicipal jurisprudence. The commiuce beJie,•e that hundreds of their 
fellow citizens, whose 11\•ea have been pa111ed in agricultural pursuits, 
might, like Cincinnatus, be called from.tbe plough to the F.xecuti\'e 
olflCc, a no till it with credit to themseh·ea and ad\·antage to the Stale. 
AU experiPnce justified this conclusion-nod, to such officeR, tb~re 
can be little danger of electing persons incompetent. And os to in. 
tegrity, dPplorable as the want of it mi;:bt be, it may be asked, what 
opportunity bas a Governor of our Stale in the ordinary routine of his 
duties. of exercising partially, or indulging in pr<'judice,l:t the ex. 
penae of the just rights of one man o\·er another 1 And the com­
millee ask, u:h4t opportunity the Judge luu not in this parti ular? 

But the Judge, or the Chancellor, to be qualified, should bring \Vith 
!lim not only all the general information which may he sufficient in 
the Ex<'cuth·e and Legislative capacity, but be must besides bring 
with him a profound knowledge of law as a particulur sciP.nce, ~nd 
to varil'd and il)tense rl'ading must ha,·e been supt>rndded pract1ce. 
While tho Executi"e branch of the Government finds its duty clearl7 
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d~fioed in the Conshtutiof\, and perha~ a (ew atatutes..the Judicial 
branch mull be famili.ar not only with them, but with all law, national 
and m\)nicipal; common and statute, civil, eccleaiastic, and milituy, all . : 
oYer the civilized world, if ita dutiea are upon all occawions to be dii. 
charged with prc;>mptneu and ability. And the committee belieY.e~ 
that it is no disparagement of the inl~lligence of the people of this 
or of any- other State to imagine, that there are many, very many, 
who. wolijd not only fail correctly. to eatimale the neeeiaary qualifica • .. 
lions, but would from nece111ity, 6e wit bout the advantages to know 
who posseued them, or to sufficiently discriminate between competi. 
ton, if they did. 

These remarks apply to tboae who ae individuals have nothing in 
particular to gain· or to lose by1be election of 0ne man more than an. 
other-who are free from litigation, and who desire only the good 
ef lll)ciety generally. But how many in every community, are thui 
free from direct personal interest? And with aucb, can there be any 
doubt whoie in.terJal is paramount, their own, or that of society 1 
Vaal interests are at stake, and bitter conflicts arise between man and 
man ; wealth and opulence frequently arrayed against comparative 
poverty-!)au there be any doubt that each will be likely according 
to his means, to support lbe candidate which be deems hi• pP.raonal 
or political friend, and most likely to fllvor his pretensions 1 'fhe 
commill!!e wc.uld ioqui~e in··'Ybat school of philosophy it ik taught, and 
by what system o eth1cs it 11 ~rllowed. that a man ahould ~elect. the 
1udge to determine hii own caOse 1 If in priocipte it is not right in 
one man, in" no number of men can it be made right. But it .may be 
aaitl, as contending interest may be nearly balanced between litigants; 
it will be as fair for on~ as for another. True, it may be· so • . But 
does that sanctify a system of polity ~bat must of nece111ity induce men 
to forget the public interest in. pursuit of their own 1 The. system 
proposed by the resolution, addresaea it~elf not to the patriotism, but 
to the vimlicth·e feeling and selfishness of eve·ry man in ·the State, 
who either is, or is likely to be involved in litigation. Both aides of 
a q~1estio~ can hardly be right; and while he' who knows he is right, 
des1res h1s cue to come before an honest and learned JudjZP., his an. 
tagonisl who is wrong, foresees that b.is only chance of suece11 is in 
the intervention of 1\'eakness or depravity, or perhap1 of both. What 
would .be said of a system. that ~bould P.ropose tho election of Juro,.. 
by a d1rect vote for each term, or for any other period? As no man · 

. h~s a right ~o be a j!Jd~e .in his own cau\e• ~o ~either shou!d be coo. 
• lr1hute by Ius vole or b1s mfiu~nco to the elect1on or nppomlment of 

the man to decide that cause. Until man and his nature be changed, 
it is ob\·ious, if such a system-were adopted, that parties litigant woul(l 
be exposed to temptations, to consult their own interest rather than 
that of aociety, iii the election of these public officers. To be ~ure, 
Judge• must be created in some woy or another, and it should be by 
authority bf the people-but the commillee are of opinion that the 
task should be confided by Jhe people to agents elected by them for 
.that purpose. 
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The foregoing are some of the reasons why the committee deem a 
4:hange in the Conatitulion, ao.u to authoriae the election of Judl{el 
by a direct popular vote, unw:iae and ine1pedient. The· wiahea of the 
great body of the people, when ueertained,.muat be the acknowledged 
Ja.w. But if aueh i8 the wish of the people of thia State, the com. 
mittee are without any evidence whatever to tilat effect. Until a ma. 
jority of the people of the State have in aome way aignilied their dia. 
aatiafaction with the present Constitution, they believe Jt the du. 
ty of the Legislature to support it aa it ia. It is the guide placed in 
their banda by the people; and if that instrument is indeed auacepti. 
ble of improvement, it would better comport with Republican modesty, 
that their servant&, the Legislature, abould wait to bear 'from thern on 
the subject, than that they ahould obtrude their notions upon the peo. 
pie. H ia indeed an anomaly in government, that· the Legislature ia 
permitted to attempt the alteration of a Constitution, which they are 
1worn to support. It is wiae that the people should have the right to 
alter and abolish their Constitution; but the theory of a Republican 
Government procectla upon the hypothesis that the Constitution is su. 
perior to Legislative wiadom-and the committee beg leave to say, 
that if there is any portion of the Constitution leu dem: ; ratic or re­
publican than another, it is in their opinion, net that portion which 
requires the Legislature to make laws and appoint Judges, but that 
which allows them to set up their opinions against the declared wishes 
.of the people, as iound in the Constitution. . 

Tbal it is the r ight of the people to establiah tbe do,·ernment, ita 
·form and organization, is what all must assent to. . It is no nciD doc. 
trine. It orig inated with the patriots of the American Colonies, prior 
to tho revolution. It waa what occasioned tho re1·olutiou. It is tho 
.atarting point in the declarl\tioD of American independence, and ia 
.the.fundamental principle of the Ame rican Constitution. Since the 
formation of this Government, it hu received the united sanction and 
support of rill parties. It baa not been, and it cannot now be, called in 
question-and, it is believed, that no preamble. or resolution can add 
force to this g reat and irresistible truth. How, and u:h(ll the Govern. 
ment aball be in general as in particular, and how organised and ad. 
miniatered, it is for the people to say. Who questions it 1 Happily for 
.tho stability uf a den:~ocratic form of Government, no one. The right of 
the people is then admitted. The beat mode and ma.nncr of exercis. 
ing that right, whether by the people thcmseh·ea in lil body, or so'!le­
tlmea by represent1ttive1, ia another q11estion. One mode may be 
better adapt~tl to tho accomplishment of a particular ot.ject than an. 
.other, and every good citizen of thi1 State must be ansious · that this 
right should be exercised in the most judicious wny. The ~solutio01 
aubmitted, propose that the system prescribed by the people hould bo 
abandoned, and that judicial officers should be e lected dire tly by the 
people themselves, a nd this, becau~e, in the lan~uag~ of the reso!U·· 
tion the pcop:e are capable (both an regard to mtelllgcnc.e and an. 
t egrity) df selecting them. But the C_?mmittee wou_ld ~nqUire whet~. 
llr tbis is any good reason for chang•n~ the Conslltullwl 1 Doea it 
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(ollow, .that because the people are capable, th~ir rep~~eilfatiYol iii 
tb11 Legi•lature are not1 What a commentary ia thia upon the in• 
telli$ence of the people, that they aelect repreaentativea leu capable 
than themaelvesl But the people have .choaen .to im~ ·tbia duty 
upon their agenta1 the Le'gialature-and why abould that body diatruat . · 
ita own capacity, and aay to the people, you bad better'do it yourael'f'a.­
-you can do-·ie aa well as we 1 The committee believe that the Le. 
gialature should be aatisfied not only that the duty can be performed · 
by the people directly a11 V!tU, but betier; before they ahould decline· 
too reaponsibility, and ask the people to do it tlie.maelves.. Ia it any 
good reaaon· for changing a law, that it will be just u good wheo­
cbaoged as it was before 1 It is believed ·that ordinary .)egialative 
enactments, should not be. chal)ged or altered·upon. idle e1periment, 
much IIlii should the Coustitution of the State. Utilitarian• may 
speculate upon the adYBotages o( some other sylllem; but sober ·calcu­
lation ia contented with that system which baa been tried and found 
to- answer the objecta for which it waa created. 

For i eventy yea~ ha, our Federal Judiciary been appointed by the· 
President of the U.-States, by and with the advice a_nd conse11t of the 
Senate. During that period, who has doubted ita -,viadom or ita ill· 
tegrity 1 These appoi~tments have been made by the r:xecutive and 
Senate, becauae the people !n tbei_r 1overe ign capacity had so directed. · 
Have the people bad cause to regret it 1 When and where1 

. Waa it in the appoin,tment 'of a Jay, ·or a Rutledge, a Cushing, an 
Ellawortb, a Marshall, a Livil!gston, a- Van Ness, a Story,,a Thomp. 
son or a Taftey 1 When and where baa the learning and ability of 
the Supreme Court of the United States b een impeached, a nd who · 
baa gainaayed rhe justice and lega~ity of ita decisions 1 If the prin­
ciple contended lor by the resolution be sound; by analogy the Presi.· . 
dent and ' Senate are not tho proper depoaitoriea o£ the power by 
which that great forum of ultimate justice is appointed, an<! Republi­
can principles require that tho people should· relltlme it themaelve1. 
But, if the power to appoint the Federal Judiciary baa been fotind io­
be safe, and still continues to be-safe in the Presi.dent and Sepate, the 
Committee can aee no reason in principle w~y the people of, tbie­
State haYo not acted wisely in confiding a similar power to their Se. 
nate a nd House of R.epresentnt!ves • 

As to limiting the term of office to years instead of life, or good' 
behaviour,_ the committee disc{lver less objection to it-.but upoll' 
that point aa well as tbe other, they would not feel themselves author.· 

.. ised to recommend any alteratiorr, unleu they bad some unequivocal· 
evidence that a majority -of tho people of this State desired it. 
· The committee therefOre fc'el compelled ·to express themscl.vea· 
against the adoption of the resolutions, and they ask the concurrencO" 
of the Senate in this Report." 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
. J . P . SANDERSO~.-

Which report 'was t ecciYP.d and concurred in. 
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Mr. Fllfrh•nka, from the minority of aaid Committee, asked leavtr 
to preaent the following Report : 

That the Reaolutiooa referred to the Commillee are not introduced 
in the ahape of an amendment or alteration of the CooatitQtion, but 
are merely a declaratory expreuion of the Tie\1'1. of the Legislature in 
reference to an alteration of the Conatitutioo, arid aa such, they will. 
if adopted, have no more force than aa an e1preuion of individual 
opiniona. · 

I aee no benefit to be deriYed from auch an .expreaaion. 'fbeae 
reaolutiona aeem to' me extra legialath·e, and precede the action o( 
the people. 'fhe paaaage of auch reaolutiODil. might be proper if 
paued by the people in their primary capacity. 

I do not aaaent to the propriety of an argument upon the pros and 
cona of these resolutions: nor do I aaaent to all the grounds and po. 
aitiona taken in the report of the Chairman and one member of aaid 
Committee, a:ud cannot, therefore, affix bia name to their said Re. 
port, but consider that such Reaolutions should not be paaaed or 
acted upon. · GEO. R. FAIRBANKS, 

Of Judiciary Committee. 
Which Report waa receiYed. · 
On motion, said reports were laid upon the table until to-morrow. 
Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Commillee, presented the follow• 

ing Report:-
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom waa referred a Lill to 

be entitled, An Act to autt.oriae the qualified Electors of each county 
within thia State to elect Judges of Probate, aak leave to ( · 

REPORT: 
That they have bad the same under consideration. That they 

are not aware that the experience furnished under the present mode 
of appointing thost' officers, authorize the belief that any other mode 
would be preferable. That until some evil under the present mode 
ia pointei:l out, and a reasonable prospect of obviating that evil by 
some other mode is presented, the Committee would hesitate in re. 
commending a change. Beaides this, doubt is entertained by many, 
and in which doubt the Committee participate, whether a proper 
construction of the Constitution does not confine the power of ap­
pointing Judges of Probate to the Legislature. 

The Committee, there~ore, feel it their duty to report against the 
puaage of the said bill, and ask the concurrence of the Senate there-
in. S. L. BURRITT, C,hairmon. 

On motion of J\fr. Floyd, aaid Report was laid upon the tabio un. 
iii to-morrow. 

!lfr. Burritt, from a Select Commillee, presented tho following 
Heporl: . 

Tbe Select Committee, to who1:1 was referred the House TI1IU en. 
titled, / .n Act to regulate the pi!otng·~ of the Lar of the River St. l bhn, 
beg b~.IC :o 

RE::'~P.T: 
That they ha\·c had the same um!cr co::sideration, nnd return the 

• 

' 

73 . 

l&n\e herewith with an amendment,- ·and to·ask the copi:u~renee o( 
the Senate therein. · S . L. BURRITT, (;bairman. 

Which report was received and concurred in; and the amendment 
tt.dopted. . · 

. Mr: Sanderaon, from a Select Committee·, made the following re• 
port: . . · . 

The Select Committee to whom wa! referred the' bill entitled, 
An Act to mote fully define the rates of, and duty. of Pilots, for 'the 
Porta of Cedar Keys, 

REPORT: 
That they ha\'e h11d the same und~r consideration, and ·beg leave 

to report said bill back to tbe Senafe without amendment, an~ re• 
commend iti passage. J.P. S~NDERSON, Chairman. 

Which report was received and concurred in. 

ORDERS OF TilE D.W. 

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act more particuiBrly to define mort• 
gage liens, . . 

Waa read a tbird·time, and on tbe question, Shall tho bill paaa 1 
the yeas and nays were : · · · · 

Yeaa-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, AuAiin, Brett, Burritt, Floyd, 
Lorrimer, Moseley, Sanderson, Tracey, . Walker, Watts-:-12. 
· Nnys--Messrs .. Costin, F,airbariks, Priest, Smith, Tabor-5. 

So the bill .passed. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the saine be certified to the. House. 
The bill' to b\1 entitleil, An ·Act to amend the 12th clause of the 

oth article oft he Constitution or't~is State; so that th.e Judges ~fthe 
Circuit Courts s)lall hold their officll for six years Instead of good 
behavior, 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on A· 
mendmentR a'nd Revision of the Constitution. . 

House bill entitled, An Act to regulate tho pilotage of tbe Rivet 
St. Johns, · 

Was read. a second time, and. ordered for a third. reading to·mor­
row. 

House bill entitlell, An Act to more fully depoe tho rates of, and 
duty of pi lois for the port·of Cedar Keys, , 

Was read a second time, aml-ordtlred for a third reading to.mor •. 
.row. · · . 

House Preamble and Resolutions relative to pre-emption rights in 
this State, 

Was read a third time and passed. 
· Engrossed Resolution r'elativp to the s,ire ~ie adjournment of !he 

Legislature on 22d ·instant, was read a tlur.tl t1me. On the question 
of its passage, the yeas and n~·s were called for by Messrs. Burritt 
and Brett, and were : . . 

Yeas-l\fr. President, 1\[essrs. Avery. Austin, Brett, Burritt, Cos• 
tia, t' loyd, L'>rrimer, S11ndcrson, Tabor, Walker, Watts-1~. 

- 10 
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Naya-Meul'l. Fairbanka, Moaeley, Priest, Smith, Tracey.,....J. 
So the reaqlulion was adopted. ' 
A bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the eatabliabment of· 

Common Schools, came up on ita second reading. 
On motion o~ Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itaelfinto•a Com-· 

mittee oftbe Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair. 
After .Ome time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 

Chainnan reported progreu, and aaked leave ~o lit again. 
Wbicb report was received and concurred) n. 
On motioD, lbe-Senato took •receu until 3 -o'clock. 

3 o'CLOCII:, P, X, 

The following meaaage from His Excellency the Governor waa 
rcceiv .. d and read j 

EXECUTIVB DEPARTMENT, ~ 
December 13, 1847. S 

Gentlemen of t"M Senate : 
In reply to your resolution of this date, requesting· to· be informed 

what action baa been taken by our Senators and Representative in. 
Cangreaa, and by Congreu, upon the Resolution, approved January 
l, 1847, so far aa the same relates to the portion of Surplus Revenue 
to which tbia State is entitled under the Act of Congress of23d July, 
A. D . 1836,. I have the honor to inform you, that certified copiea 
of the Resolution mentioned, were forwarded to our Scnators and 
Representative in Congreu immediately aAer the- adjhurnment of 
the last General Auembly ; and, that no information baa been re­
ceived ,officially, at this Department, that Congreu baa had any 
action upon the subject. 

Very respectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

The Senat·e, in Committee of tho Whole, resumed the considera­
tion of the bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the Establish­
ment of Common Schools. 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, a nd by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, 
and asked leave to be discl.arged from the further consideration 
thereof; 

Which report was concurred in. 
On motion, said bill was placed among the orde~s of the day for 

to-morrow. 
House R esolutions relatinl to the appointment by the Governor 

of J uatices oft he Peace, 
Was read the first time, nnd ordered for a second rcJ·ding to­

morrow. 
A bill to be entitled, An Act to prescribe an equal an uniform. 

mode ol taxation and for other purposes, 
Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, 

the Senate resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on said . 
bills, l\Ir. Sanderson in tho Chair. 

' 

\ 

After aome time apent therein, tbe Committee roae, piui'by f1leir 
•Chairman reported prog~u, and asked leave to sit again. 

Which report was concurred in. 
On motion, tbe Sena,te adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock-

TuEsD.AY, December 14, 184-7. 

The Sennie met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev, ·Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. . 
A q·1orum being present, the proceedings Gf yesterdaf were read 

and approved. · . · · 
Pursuant to pre1·ioua notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be enti. 

·tied, An act to amend an act to provide for the sale of Ianda pnted 
·to the Stale for the purposes of lhternal lniprove.menta, 

Which was read the first time, and onlercd for a second reading 
to-morrow, 

Pursuant to previ.ous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be 
·entitled, An act in relation to ti'nes and forfeitures. . 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a· second reading to. 
.morrow, 

~r. Floyd Wl.".e notice •.hat he-would 'OR some future day, ask leave 
to mtroduce a bill to be entitled, An act to make the J udaeship of the 
Southern 1u~icial Circuit permanent 'within that Circuit: 

Mr. Lorrimer moved; the 'House of Represenlntivea concurrin1, 
that the two Houses of Jhe Gerrcral Auepibly go into the· election of 
Registe,r of Public Landa for thii State on to-morrow,·lSt!l lnsiant, · 

.at 12 o clock, A. M, · . . 
Which· motion was lo,t. . 
Pursuant to pre\•ious notice, Mr. Fairbanks introduced a bill to btl 

~ntitled, An act to prescribe the fees of the Attorney General oftbia 
.State in certain cases. · 

Which ~ns read t!l~ firat ti~e, and onlered to a aecond.reading to. 
.morrow. · · · 

. Mr. ~airbanka, from the committl'e on Enrolled Billa, .r~ported the 
bill entitled, An act for the relief of Asa .B. Clark, aulgnee of Thom. 
aa M. While, ae correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Moseley, fi·om tbe committee on -Internal Improvements pre. 
• -tented the following report : ~ · ' 

The committee to whom wae referred the bill entitled "An act to 
.facilitate the draining of the Twelve Mile Swamp in the count1 of 
,Sr. ,Johns," beg lea1•e io. 

1 
. 

REPORT :·' 
_That they have examine<\, the said bill; and repopt fbe aa~e. back 

'With the recommendation that the same do pau. . . · 
· W. P. MOSELEY, CbairataD. 

·Which report was .receh·ed and concurred in. 
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Mr. Floyd, from the committee on Corporatlona, preaented the fol. 
lowing report : . 

The Commillee on Corporations, to whom waa referred the mea. 
age of the Governor in relation to the Tasca imposed by liwon the 
Capital Stock of the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, 
beg le•ve to 

REPORT : 
That the lnatitution in queation, although inaolvent, con~inuee to 

claim the exerciae of corporate privileges in . thia State, to have a 
Preaident and Caabier, to proaecute suita, and to appear and be re. 
ceiYed in the Courta of this State, and to collect and receive money• 
by and of the proceu oftbia State, aa well ae by compromise and 
otherwise, and fo enjoy almost all the like privileges exercised by 
natural persona in tbia State. That notwithstanding lhe privileges 
enjoyed by tbia lnatitution, it not only makes no provision for the pay. 
ment of ita circulation in the bands of citizens of this State, but ut~ 
terly refuaea to contribute, and pay to the State the nss~nments of 
taxea against it, made under authority of ita charter, to support thf' 
autboritiea of the State, the aid of which it ao often invokes~ Doubt. 
le• the refusal to pay the aueumenta does not arise fro.~ ,disnbility 
to pay. The ad,·antageoua eettlementa nnd compr_om•._ea so oRen 
made by the Institution repel any such suggestion. _The refusal ia 

. obetinate and wilful, and must be the result of a aettled determination 
to reaerve the fund• of the Institution for leu lawful purpoaea, to 
take advant11g~ of the deficiencies of the present remedies afforded 
byla111r for the collection of taxes aueued against persona natural 
~nd artificial, who h1n-e no property liable to ex~>cution, to refuse to 
aid io any wiae, io defraying the expensea oft be State-to claim po. 
aition auperior to any of our citizens-in fine, t~ continue in that 
coune of iniquity which baa marked the course of tbia Institution 
from ita organization to the present day, and which baa reflected 
more dishonor and disgrace upon the credit, name and fame of· Flo. 
rida, than any and all other like Institutions hetetofore chartE>red by 
the Territory of Florida. Under these circumstance&, your Com. 
miUee are of opinion that the moat vigorous remedies ahould be pro. 
Tided for the collection of these aaseumenta. .~nd aa all pri,·ilegea 
aod rights oot natural, enjoypd under a Government, may be made 
dependent upon the duty to contribute to the expenses oftbe Govern. 
ment, your Committee recommend that provisions be made t law, 
debarring this Institution from obtaining the aid Clf any pr eu of 
tbia State in the collection of ita claima, while it remain• in rrean 
for t11es au eaaed. Such remedy, though severe, would not, in the 
opinion oftbe Committee, be b~>yond the authority of thia General 
.~aaemhly to provide. The right to the process of this State ia al. 
ready dependent upon the payment of Clerk's and Sberifr'a fees, 
aod the right of &!Jfrr3ge, quite as important aa the right to legal 
process baa not unfrequentJy, (however unwise,) in other States, 
been made d~ent up<in the payment of taxes by the indh·idual 
claiming to uerciae the right. And although your Committe!' 

\ . 
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would never tolerate the. exereiae of the right to re .. rict io •uc'-' 
manner the· right of autrrage in thia State, they humbly aubmit tbat 
tbe Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company cannot Jay claim 
to an exemption from ao· severe a restriction of ita rights, when it 
presents' itself, in the present position, before the a.uthority of the 
State, to_ ask the aid oflegal proceu. . ·. 

In addition, your Committee reconi'me11d .th11t the interest of said 
Company in· any bond and mortga&e, note or other chose in action, 
may be made aubjeet to sale for the payment of the said aaaeument, 
and all other aueasmenta hereafter to be made against it. 

And in furtherance of their views, the Comll)ittee report a bill 
herewith. · 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ROB. J . FLOYD, Chairman. 

Which report wai- .rec~ived. . . 
Mr. Avery·moYed to lay said report upon the table, on which the 

yeu and nays were called for by Jlfeasn. Floyd and Fairbanks, and 
were- · · 

Yeu-Mr; President, MeSsrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lorri, · 
mer, McMillon, Priest, Sanderson, Tracey, Wnllcer, Watta-12.· 

Nays-Messrs. Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd; ·Moseley, Smitb, Tabor 
-6 . 
. So the Report was laid on the table. 

The followiug communication waa · tr11nsmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor • 

SENATE CuAMnEa, Dec. 14, 1847. 
Ilia Excelleacy W. D. MosELEY, Governor: 

S1a-The following bill, passed by the G eneral Assembly, and. 
aigned by the presiding officers of the two Houses, is sent for your 
conaideration, Yiz : 

An Act for the relief A sa B. Clark, Assignee ofThomaa M. White, 
Ver.J respectfully, • 

C. W. DOWNING, 
. · . · Secretary Sen.ate. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary.. Committee, presented the follow. 
log Report : , 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An Act to pro,•i_de filr the payment of Jurors, ask leave to 

. · . REPORT : .. \ . 
.. That they have h11d the same under consideration. and .return the 
aame, with amendments, herewith to the Senate for it.s r.ou&ideration, 

S. L. BURRITT, 
J. B. SANDERSON, 
R . J. FLOYD, 

, G. R . FAIRBANKS. 
The following message was receh·ed from the House 11nd read.: . 

. HousE OF REPREBENTATI\'Es, D ec. 9th, 1847. 
Hon. Pr,uident of tM Senale : · 

Sm: fhe following resolution has this day pasacd the H-ouae, viz : 
' \ ( 
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Reaolved by the Senate and Houae of'Repreeentath·~• of the Stale 
of Florida, That both Houaea of the General Aaaembly aforeaaid, 
will proceed to-morrow, at 12 o'clock, lo the election of a .Register 
of Public Lands, Clerk of the Supreme Court, and Judge of the 
Gout hem Judicial Circuit for thia Stale. 

Very respectfully, 
W. 8 ; LANCASTER, 

Clerk House. of Repreaenl8tiYee. 
The reaolution therein contained was read the firat lime, and or. 

dered for a second reading on-morrow. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Report ol the Judiciary CommiKee, on the bill providing for 
4he Election of Judges of Probate, was taken from the Orders, read, 
receiYed und concurred in. · 

On motion, the rule waa waived, and Mr. Tracey allowed lo move 
that :>00 copies of the preamble and resolution relati,·e lo the Elec. 
tion of Judge• by the People, and 500 copies of the Report of the 
Judiciary Committee thereon, and the minority Report of \'dr. Fair­
bankl, of aaid Committee, be printed ; 

Which motion prevailed. G 
The bill to be entilled, An Act to pr<Wide for the eslaolishment of 

·Common Schools, 
W aa read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading to.morrow. 
House bill entitled, An Act to more fully define the rates of, anti 

~uty of Pilots for the port of Cedar Keys, was read a tbirrltime by 
ita title. On ·the que»tion, Shall the bill pass 1 the ycaa and naya 
were : 

Yeas-1\lr. Preeidenl, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Fair. 
llanks, Floyd, Lorrimer, 1\fcMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, 
Tracev, Walker, Watta-15. 

Nays-None. . 
.So the bill pat<Sed. Title as ltaled. 
1\fr. Fairbanks moved to reconsider the order to engross the bill en. 

titled, An act to provide for the establishment of Com;don Schools. 
Which motion prevailed. 
Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend said bill by inserting the enacting 

dauae. 
Which motion prevailed, a11d the bill ordered to be engrossfd for a 

.third reading to-morrow. / 
Houae bill entitled, An act to regulate the Pilotage of the bar ef 

4he River St. Johns. 
Mr. Sanderaon moved to waive the Rule and read said bill by ita 

title. 
Which was lost. 
Said bill was rt>ad a third time, and on the question, " Shall.tbo 

bill p:w~?" the yeas and nays were-

' 
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Yeall-Mr. Preeident, Messre. "Avery, Aualin, Brett, Burritt, Fair. 
banks, Floyd, -Lorrimer, McMillan, · Moseley, Priest, Sanderaoo, 
l:;mith, Tabqr, Tracl!y, Walker, Watta-17. 

Nays-None. 
So the bill pall!lcd-title as stat~d. 
House bill entitled, An act to facilitate the draining of Tweh·e 

l\lile Swamp, in the county of St. Johns-· 
Was read a second time. 
l\lr. Sanderson moved to wah·e the Rule e,nd read said bill a third 

· time. 
On which lhf,~ yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sanderson 

and Floyd, and were- · 
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Austln1 Brett, Lorrimer., l\lcMillan, 

Sanderson, Tracey, Walker-S. · 
Nays-.-Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costen, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, 

Prie6t1 Smith,. Tabor . .:...9.. · 
So the Senate refused to waive the rule. . 
So said bill walt ordered for a third reading to-mortow. 
A bill to be entitled, .An act to enforce the payment of tuee as. 

sessed, and to. be asFessed, against all institutioni claiming corporate 
privileges in this Stale- ' 

Was read the first time, and 75 copies ordered lobe printed • . 
Mr. Floyd moved to waive the rule, and read said bill fl second 

time. · · 
On which tile yeas and nays were called· for by .Messrs. Floylll!nd 

Tabor, and were"-
Yeas-Messrs. Austin, Brett, Costin, Floyd, McMillan, Tabor-6. 
Nays-Mr. Preside.nl, 1\tessra. Avery, Burrill, Fairbanks,. Lorri. 

mer, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tracey, Walker, Watts-12. 
So the Senate refused to waive the rule. · 
The bill to be entitled, An act lo·provide for the paymcntofJurori 

and Stale Witnesses.....: 
Was read a second time. . 
Mr. Floyd moved to wl!,ive the rule and read said bill a third time . 
On which the yeas and nan were called hy Messrs. Floyd and· 

·rracey, and were- . 
Yeas-Messrs. Avery, A,ustin. Brell, Burrill, Floyd, .1\Idlillan, 

Priest, Sanderson, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watts-·12. 
Nays- !\lr President, Me8srs. Costin, Fairbanks, Lorrimer, Mosc~ 

.ley, Smith-6. . · • 
So lhe Senate refused to wah>b the rule; , 
Mr. Austin mo\·ed to postpone said bill indefinitely • 
On which the yeas and nays were celled for by Messrsi Sander-· 

son' and Tracey, and were: 
Yeas- 1\lessrs • . Austiu, Brett, Lorrimer- 3. 
Nays-l\Ir. President, Messrs. A,·cry, Burrill, Costin, Fairhanksr 

Floyd, McMillan, Priest, Sanderson, Smitb,.Tabor, Tracey, Walker,. · 
Watts-14. 

So the Senate _refusc_d to postpone said bill inl)dinitely. 
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Ordered that aaid bill be en&roued Cor a ·third reading on (o. 
morrow. . 

House Reaolutions relative to the appointment by the Govprnor of' 
Juatices of the Peace, 

Wu read " second time. 
On motion, the Senate took a recen until 3 o'clock. 

3 0 1CLOCK1 p, J(, 

The Senate proceeded with the Ordon of the day. 
House reaolution relative to the appointment by the Governor of 

Justice• of the Peace, 
Mr. Fairbank• moved to lay upon the table:' 
Which motion was lost. 
Mr. Floyd moved to lay upon the table until Friday next. 
Which motion was lost. 
Mr. Sanderaon moved to lay upon the table until to.morrow. 
Which motion prevailed. 
The Senate resumed, in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Sander. 

eon in the Chair, the consideration of the bill to be entitled, An Act 
to prescribe an equal and uniiorm mode of taxation, and for other 
purposes ; . 

ARer aome time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported prC\gress, and asked leave to sit again ; 

Which report was concurred in. , 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to.morrow, 10 o'clock. 

( 

WEDNESDAY, December 15, 1847. 

The Senate met pur&uant to adjournment. 
Rev: Mr. Choice officiated ns Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 

and approved. 
Mr. Fairbanks moved that a Committee be appointed to inquire 

dfthe House of Representatives, whether the Resolutions}>a88ed by 
the House, and transmitted to the Senate, relative to the appointment 
of Justices of the Peace, are fimnded upon nny documents or papers 
in the possession of the House; and that the House be requested to 
transmit such papers nnd documents, if any, to the Sen_ate, in punu. 
ance of the Sixth Joint Rule. 1 

Which motion pnwailed. 
Messrs. Fnirbanlts, !\losely;.and Priest, were appointed said com 

mittee. 
Mr. Floyd moved, the House of Representati\·es coneurrint, that 

the two Houses of the General As3embly go into tho ElccJion of' 
Re .. ister of Public Lands for this Stale on to.morrow, 16th instant, al 
l~ ~'clock, III. 

' 
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On which the. yeu and ~aye were called for by Meurt. Floyd and 
Smith, and· were- · . , . 

Yeu-Menn. Fairbanke, Floyd, Moseley, Pri.eat, Sm!\h, Taber 
--6. . 

Nays-Mr. President!. Mel!lre· Avery, Auati11, Burr 1!, McMillau; . 
Sanderson, Walker;Watte-8. 

So. the Senate refused to adopt said motion. · 
· Mr. Avery ga"e notice that he would on to.morrow ask leave· to 

introduce a bill.to provide' for the sale of I be sixteenth sections granted 
by Congre8s to the State for the support of public lchoola, and for 
consolidating the licbool fund. . · 

Mr. Watts, from the committee on Taxation and Revenue, present• 
ed the following report : · 

The Committee on Tantion and Revenue to ' whom was referred 
a certafn Preamble and Resolutions, from the House touchjng_ expen· 
ses incurred by individuals of this State· in liubsist_ing, organising and 
transporting to the place o~ rend.ezvoua, the Florida Volunteers raised 
for the War. 'with Mexico,. by authority of the State upol) requiai. 
lions from the War Department of the Federal Government, ask 
ing leave to 

REPORTl 
That they have h~d the· aamjl under considerati\m, that they moat 

_heartily concur in· the object of the said Preamb)tfland. Resolutions, 
and recommend their paaeage, and a•k the concurrence of the Senate 
therein. • · 

. ; JOSEPH· B. WATTS, Chairman. 
Which report was recetved and concurred in. 
The committee appointed I? enquire of the House of Repreilenta. 

tives relative to certain Reaolutions passed by the House, reported 
that they bad informed ~be Speaker of the House, and that the, H,ouse 
would take immediate action thereon. · · 

Mr. Floyd, from a Select Committee, presented the following Re• 
port : , 

The undersigned, a Select Committer,, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of Holmes, tieg 
leave respe.ctfully to, . 

REPORT 
tho bill back, without amendment; The Committee cannot let so 
fa,•orable an opportunity pass, without stating.~ome of the inconvc· 

• ni~n~es. which the people who seek to . incorporate themselves 
wtlhm ~he county pr?pose~,Iabor under. They live, in·many cases, 
from tlurty to lifiy mt!es dtstan~ from lbe, Court House in Marianna 
and the Court. Hol!se of -Walton county; _that they, in many cases, 
a~ poor, a.nd unable t? 111tend the Court at so great a distance, 

.~vtthout so'!'e remuneratton; that, under the existing law, they have 
nev.er recetv~d pay tor atte~dtince on tba Court; and lbey are ~bus 
1!-JbJected hvtce a year for t:ourt purposes, and once a year fOr mu•· 
ter duty. " 

u 

-:. 
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They, liaid Committee, therefore deem it nothing more than· jua~ 
tice to thcae people, that the propoaed bill be paaed, 

R: J. FLOYD, Ch,irman. 
Which Report wu received and concurred in. 

ORDERS OF THE DA.Y •. 

Houae bill entitled, An Act to fAcilitate the draining of the Twehe 
:\tile Swamp in the County of St. Johns, . ' 

Wu read a third time by ita title; and oo the quelllion, Shall tho-
bill pua ?the yeaaand naya were : ,. 

Yeu-Mr. Pre~ident, Meul'l. Avery, Auatin, Burrill, Floyd, Me. 
Millan, Moaeley, Prieat, Sandenon, Smith, 'fabor, Tracey, Walker, 
Watt.--14. 

Naya-None. 
So the bill paaed. Title aa alated. 
Bill to be entitled, An Actio preacribe the feea o( the Attorney. 

General of thia State ia certain caaes, 
Waa read a aecend time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee •. 
Bill to be entliled, An Act in relation to Fines and ·Forfeiturea, 
Wu read a aecond time. 
Mr. Sanderaon moved to amend by inserting afler "paid" where 

it occut'l tlie tecond time in line ai•th·of section 1," by the Board of 
Co•nty Commiuionet'l or other officers· having chllTge of the same, 
to the Sherift' of aaid county, to be by him paid into the Treasury of' 
the Stato ;" ( · 

Which amendment waa adopted, and the bill ordered to bo en-
groaaed for a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled, An act to organize the County of Holmes, 
Waa placed among the orders for to-morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to provide for tho sale· 

of Ianda granted to the State for thQ purpose of internal improvement; 
Wu read a tecond time, and ordered to be engroaaed for a third 

reading to-morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to enforce the payment of taxes aaae110d 

and to be uaeued againet all inatitutiona claiming corporate privilc• 
gea in thia State, 

Wu read a second time. 
Mr. Floyd moved to amend by striking out " of the existence" at. 

the end of line 1, aection 3. . . 
Which motion prevailed. 1 

On the question I!) engroaa aaid"bill, the yeaa and naya were call. 
ed for by Meaat'l. Burritt and Floyd, and were : 

Yeaa-Mr. President, !'t(eaara. Avery, Auatin, Fairbanks, Floyd,. 
Lorrimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smit, , Tabor,. 
Walker; Watts-14. 

Nay-Mr. Burritt-1. 
So the bill wu ordered to be engroued for a third reading to-mor~ 

row. 

I 

I ' 

'Flag~ bill.erititled, An aet to provide for ilie establlabment·dr 
Common Schools, &c., I . 

Wu read a third time- by ita title, and on the quoation, "aball thia 
bill pua1" the_.yeaa and 11aya were : . 
. Yeaa-Mr, President, Messrs. A'!ery, Auatin, Burritt, Fairbank-. 

Floyd, ,Lorrime.r, McMillan, Moaeley, Prieat,"Sandei'IOn, Smith, Ta. 
bo~:, Tracey, Walker, Watta-16. ' 

Nays-none. · 
So th~ bill paaaed. Title aa stated. · 
:Ordered that·ihe same be certified 1o the House. 
Engroaaed bill entitled, An act to proYide for the payment of Ju. 

rora and State Witneaaes, \ · · 
"Waa read a third time, and on the question" shall this bill·paaa1" 

lite yeaa and nays were : . · 
Yeas-Mr; President, ~eaarl. Avery, Burritt, Fairbanks, McMiJ. 

an, Moseley; Priest, Sanderson, .Tabor, Walker, WaUa-11. 
Naya-Meaat'l. Austin, Lorrimer, Smith-S • . 
So the bill paaaed. Title aa alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Honse. 
House p_reamblo".and 'resolutions relative to the expenaea·ofFiorida 

volunteers previoll8 to being mustered into1he United Stateaaen:ice, 
Were read a second time. 
1\[r. Avery moved to amend by adding: . 
Provided,· nevertheless, ; That· should ·the General Government 

neglect to make provision for the payment of the expenses above 
mentioned during !be _present session o~ Congreaa, the Governor 
shall cause the ume to·be paM out of the contingent fund.' 

Which amendment was adopted, and ordered to !>e en"tOIISe<l for 
a third reading lo-morrow. · . · " · 

House resolution, adopted yesterday, relative to election of officers 
to-morrow, (to-day,) , 

Was read a second time. 
Mr. Burritt moved to amend by striking out" to-morrow," and .in. 

sorting "Tueaday next.'' . 
Which ;was adopted, and th~ resolution, as amended, ordered for 

a third reading to-lllorrow. · · · . -
House Resolution relative to tho appointment· by the Governor of 

Justices of the Peace- ' 
W aa read a second time. 
Mr. Fairbanks moved :to lay aaid bill up~n the table. 
Which ·motion was Joel.- ' . 
!'tfr. Avery moved to refer ta the Judiciary Committee, with in. 

structiona to report the proper action to be taken thereon. 
Which motion prevailed, an~ the committ~.e instructed. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to facilitattdnternal lmprovcmenta,·ana 

w authorise and regulate partnerabips for that purpose- . 
.On motion of M. Sandetson, the Senate r f;lsolved itself into a 

c~mmittee of the. whole on said .bill-Mr. Lorrlmer in the Chait. 
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After ame time apenl therein, the eommitlee roee, and bythelr 
chairman reported progreu, and aaked leave to' ait again. . 

Which report -wu concurred in. 
On motion, the Senate took a receu until 3 o'clock. 

3 o'CLOCK, p, X, 

The Senate proceeded with the ordera, 
;The Senllte, in Committee of the Whole, resumed the conaidere. 

tlon of the bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate in. 
temal improvementa, and to authorize and regulate partnership• for 
that purpoee. 

After aome time apent thel)in, the committee roae, and by their 
chairman reported the bill bac'li: to the Senate with amendments, and 
alked to lfe di.:barged from the further conaideration thereof. 

Which report wu concarred in. . 
Ordered that said bill be engr011ed for a third re!Uiing on to.mor. 

row. 
The Senafe reaumed, in Committee of the Whole, the considera. 

tion of the bill to be entitletl, An Act to prescribe an Equal and 
Uniform mode of Taxation, and for other purposea; · 

Afier·aome time apent therein, the Commillee rose, an~ by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, with afuendments, 
and alk~d to be discharged from the further consideration thereof; 

Which report waa concurred in. 
Ordered, thataaid bill be read a second time to-morrow. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

TnuRSDAY, December 16, 1847. 

The Senate mel pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read, 

amended and approved. 
On motion of lllr. Fairbanks, leave of absence '1"11 granted to 

Mr. Sanderaon for a few days. 
Purauant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to pro. 

vide for the aale of the sixteenth sections grnnted by Congreaa to the 
State for the support of Public Schoola, and for consolidating the 
School Fund ; } 

Which was read the firat time, and ordered to be printed 
Mr. Sanderaon preaented the petition of Major General Jaa. G. 

Cooper, relative to certain alterations of the Constitution ; 
Which" was read, and referred to the Committee on Militia, with 

instruction• to report a hill amending the Constitution in the point 
auggested in the petition. 

Mr. Tracey, from the €ommittee on Militia, presented the follow. 
ini Report: 

I 

\ 

The Committee on Militi!l, to whom wu referred the petltioR ol 
eundri officen of the Firat Regiment ~f Florida Cavalry, praying the 
repea of the pre_aent law ·pre.:ribing the lyatem of ditcipline ancl 
drill of the Regular Cavalry of the United Statea, u the guide ancl 
ayatem of the Cavalry of this State, have bad the same under con. · 
1ideration, .and uk leave lo tubmit the following 

REPORT: 

That tliey do not, for several reaaona, think it IUiviable to chuge 
. the drill of the Militia of the State. But a few of the officen of the · 

Regiment have sought the alteration hy signing the petition, and 
your Commillee have no meana of knowing-the wishes of the othera. 
Again, should the troops ofthl'l State be called to act in concert witla 
the Regular _,rmy of. the United !:!tate a, it would be of the utmOit 
importance t~ have but ene' system of drill and discipline. For · 
!htsu reasons they do. no~ fee~ at liberty to recol!lmend any change 
tn the present law on· the aubject. 

Ail of which is reapeetfully 1ubmitted. . 
E: D. TRACEY; Chairman •. 
H. H. WALKER. 

Which Report was received and concurred in'. 
• Mr. Tracey, from the Committee on .1\Iilitia, preaeated the follow. · 
1ng report : . 

The Coni~ !tee on Militia, to whom was 'referred the communica. 
~ion of His Ex~ellency the Gove~rior, in relation to the safe ke«;P· 
10g of the Pub he_ Arms and the comP.f:nsation of the Quarter 1\taater 
General, have had the same under consideration, and ask' leave to 
make the following , · 

REPORT; 

They believe that, w~th aome few additional securities, t.he build. 
ing where t,he arms ~re now kept would be a safe depo&itor)' for 
them! and recommend that it be co~~racted for, and the nec_eaaary a). 
terallons made to render them secure. · 

'fbe,r would also re~ommend that the arms be-l~nging to the State, 
now lymg at Apalaeh1cola, be _ brought hither, and. deposited with 
the others. · · 

They believe it wrong to. exaot the present onerous duties' of the 
Qaarter .1\Iaater General; without rendering him a fair compensa. 

• li?n for hi~ aervice~. The care of the publi.e arms devolves upon 
b1m, .and 1s a labonous and troublesome one. They are of opinion 
that he ought to receive a salary of at leut 200 dollars per annum. 

Entertaining these views, they herewith report bills to effect ihe 
same, and ask to be discharged from further consideration of- the 
subject. . E. D. TRACEY, Chairman. 

H. H. WALKER. 
Which ~Ill laid upon the table until to-morrow. 
Mr. Burritt, from the Judic1ary committee, prescnted;the following 

ft~: • 



'.· 

86 

The Committ~e on the Judiciary, who were)nltrueted to bring m 
• bdl10 emendmg the Ja:w of Election., u to have the State Offi. 
.cer-. and Elector~ of Pree1dent and Vice President, ~ected upon the 
ume day, uk leue to report the accompanying hiH, and to uk the 
.concurrence of the Senate therein. 

. s, L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
Wb1cb Report was received and concurred•in. 
Mr. Brett, from a Select Committee, presented the following re. 

~rt: . 
The Select Committee, to which was referred a bill to define the 

boundary of Jaek10n county, beg leave to 

REPORT : 

Tba~ from all !be information they can obtai a, the ·bill ought to 
·pul \vii bout any further amendment. To take the diatrict of coun. 
try uked for by the Senator from Wubington, would carry the 
eastern boundary of that county to within eleven miles of the county · 
aeat of Ja~kso~ coun!Y· It would disturb the boundary of the latter 
county u It ~I18ted. lro'_l'l 1833, until the last aeaaion of the Gen~>ral 
Auembly. fbat, JUdgmg from the representations of the m·ember~ 
from that county in both branches oft~e.prese.nt _Assembly, tpe peo. 
pie oftbat county, as well as those liVIng w1thm the line(proposed 
by the Senator from Wash~ngton,_ are opposed to any ~hange of the 
boundary of _Jackson, as 11 previously existed. And inasmuch as 
the _preeent bdl only purposes to define its boundary, and .claims no 
ter.nto.ry from the_ other county, we conceive it would be but an act 
efJuellce to paaa 11. JOHN BRF.T'f, .Chairman. 

,Which wa~ read, and laid upon the table until to-morrow. 
rh~ follow mg. message was rccei\•ed from the House of Rcpre. 

aentallves, and read : 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, Dec. 16 1847 

Hooorable President of the Senate : ' · 
Snt: EncloiK'd are the documents upon which is founded the "Rea 

.olution in relation to the commiaaioning by the Go,•ernor of Justice; 
~-the Peace _to_ fill certain vacancies," and which were overlooked 
m the transm1as1on to the Senate of said resolution. ; 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
The documents accompanying said meaaage were referred to the 

Judiciary Committee. ) · 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode 
cf laxation, an'd for other purpo!es ; 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on said bill, l\lr, Tracey in the Chair. 

After aome time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 

.87 

ehalrman reported the bill back to the Senate with amend'men!1, ancf 
uk'ed to be diacbarged from the furtbe'r conaideration thereof. 

Whicli report was c?ncurred in. · 
Mr. Floyd moved. to postpone aaid bill indefinitely • 
Which motion was !oat. 
O'n the· question to engross aaid bill for a. third reading to-morrow, 

lbe yeas and nays were· called for by Meaar1. Lorrimer. and Walker; 
and were·: . . . 

Yeas-1\fr, President, Measra. Avery, .Bur-r.itt, Fairbanks, McMiJ. 
· lao, Sanderson, Smith, 'fracey-8. . 

Nays-Mesars. Austin, Costin, Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Walker; 
Watts-7. 

So the bill was ordered to be engt-oaaed for a tb~rd reading to-mor-
row. 

Engroaaed bill to b,e entitled, An act to encournge and facilitate 
•nternal improvemen.ts, and to authorize and regulate pllrtner~bips 
lor that purpose, 

Wlls read a third time. 
Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by inserting ~fter " own," in linll' 

3, of section 13, the wonls, ''or an interest in." 
Which was unauimously adopted. 
On the question, "shall the bill pass?" the yeas and nayll were: 
Yeas-Mr. President, Meaara. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks-, 

McMillan, Moseley, Prie~t. Sanderson, Tre.cey; Watts-11. . • 
Nays-Mellll's. Austin, Floyd, Lcirrimer, Smith, Walker-5. 
So the bill paaaed. ·Title as stated: 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
Engroaaed bill entitled, ' An act to enforce the payment of taxes· 

aaseaaed, and to be aases~ed, against all institution• ellliming corpor; 
ate privileges. in this Sta~e-, . 

Was read a third tim.e; and on the question, "sballtbe bill paas ?"' 
the yeas and 'nays were: · · · 

Yeas--Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Coatin, Fairbanks; 
Floyd, Lorrimer, 1\fcl\lillan, Moseley, Sanderson,'Smith, Tabor, Tra· 
cey, Walker, Watts--15. 

Nay-Mr. Burritt-1. 
So the bill paaaed.' Title. as alated •. 
Ordered that the aame bo certified to the House. 
Oil motion, the Senate took a recess until a o'clock. 

3 'o'CLQCX, p, M, \ 

The Senate proceeded with the Orders of the day. 
En~trossed bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to provide for lbe· 

sale' of lands granted to the State for the purpose of Internal 'lm:.-
provement, · .. · 

Waa read a third time, and laid upon the table. 
Engrouei! bill entitled, An Act in relation to fines and forfeiturea,. 
Was read a third time, and on the q11eation, Shall the bill pua ~ 

tlie yeu and nays were.~ 
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l'eu-Mr. Preaident, Meun. Avery, Coatin, McMillan, :Mole'• 

ley, Prieet, Tracey, Walker-8. 
1 

Nay-Mr. 'Austin-1. 
So the bill pasaed. Title u alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to .the Houae. . 
Houae preamble and reaolutiona relahYe I~ the e1pen~1 nf Flow 

d& Volunteen prnioua to being mustered mto the U01ted State• 

ae"ice, 
Were read a third time and paued. 
R.eaolution relative to the election of Register of Public Laodlt 

and other officers on Tuesday neit, 
Wu read a third time. 
·Mr Burritt moved to lay said resolution upon the table. 
on' which the yeas and naya were called for by Messrs. Floyd 

UMl Walker, and were: . . . 
Yeu-Mr. President, Meaan. Austin, Burntt, McM1llan, Sander· 

aon, Tracey-6. 1 p · s · h 
Nays-Messrs. Avery, Costin, Floyd, Mose ey, n est, m1t , 

Tabor, Walker-S. 
So the Senate refused to lay the resolution. up~n the t.able. 
Mr. Burritt moved to postpone said resolutiOn mdefim.tely. . 
On which t he yeas and nays were called for by Me11rs. Austin 

and Walker and were: ' 
Yeu-Mr. Preaident, Messra. Avery, Burritt, Costin, :~floyd, Me· 

Millan, Tabor, Tracey, Walker--9. . . ( . 
Naya-Me11n. Austin, Moseley, Pnest, SandersQn, Smlth-5. 
So said reaolution was indefinitely postponed. 
BiiJ to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of Holmes, 
Was read a aecond time. 
Mr. Sanderson offered the following amendment : ' . 
Add at the end oftbe section._Pr?uided, :rhat the sa1d cour~-

ty ahall not be entitled to a Repreaentahv~, unt!l, b~ the ccnsua, 11 
ahall appear that the two counties from wb1ch t~1s sa1d c_o~nty aball 
be ta~en ahall have the requisite number, u~der the provlsl?ll of the 
apportionment la\v remaining in said counbea after the sa1d county 
of Holmes aball be taken therefrom. 

Which was adopted, and the bill placed among the orders for 

to-morrow. . k · f h 
Bill to be entitled, An Act to prov1de for the safe· eepmg o '· e 

Public Arms of this State, . 
Was read the first time, .and ordered for a second readmg to. mor· 

ro;·ill to be entitled, An Act to establish the salary of th1 Quarter 

Master General, d d' t · 
Was read the first time, and ordered for a secon rea 1 g o-mor.· 

10'i·u t be entitled An Act to provide for the time of. holding elecJ 
lion~, a!d for holding the regular aeaaiona of'be Geaeral Assemblyf 

• 

' 

• 

89. 

W aa read the first time, and ordered for a aecond reading to.mor• 
row. · I , . 

The following comml micaiion from the Register. of Public· LaruJ. 
waa received, and reud : . · · 

. OFFICE oF REoiSTI!:Il or PuBLic LANDS, 1 
. . • · · Tallah¥see, Dec. 16, 1847. . 

Snt :~I have received a copy of a Resolution, adopted by the eo• · 
ate, calling on nie for information relative to tbe school lands. · 

BelieYing I hill l can impart the information deiired more satisfac • . 
torily otherwise than by answe"ring the interrogatories •imply as they 
are pr!lpounded, I shall reply accordingly. Arid aa·well.t.o justify my 
apparent deviations from the coura~i'iridicatod in' tbe resolution, as ·to 
make the whole matter intelligible, 1- ilball gi•e an extract from the 
Act of Congress of !\lay .20th, 1826-, and refer· to the Act of 15th 
June, 1844; making provision for the support of schools. 

Extract from Act of 1826, 
. "~or each township or fractional township, ·containing a j!reater 
quant!IY of land t~an three q11arters of an enJire towMhip of land, · 
(that IB to say mo~e thari I 7,2~ acres,) one uction ia to be reserved. 

For each fractional township, containing a gre.ater quantity of land 
. !ban one half, and not in ore than three ~a1'ter11 of a tOIC1Uhip, ·(that 
1s to say, more than 1-1,520 acres, and leas than 17,280 acres,) three 
qUilrlers of a 11~ction are -to be reserved. · · 

For each fractional township containing a greater q11antity of land 
than one qlllJrl~r, and not more than one lwlf of a tolim&hip, {that is 
to say, m?re _than 5,760 acres and not 'more than 11,520 acrea,) a 
half sectwn ll·to be r~served: · · · 

For each ~ractio~al township'containi.ng a greater quantity ot land 
than ~e enltre aectwn, and not more than one qUilrter of a to1D118hip. 
(that Jsto say, more tbl}n 640 acres, and not more than 5760 ·acres,) 
one quarter section is to be reserved. · 

Thr: act of 15th June, 1844, provides that wheri 16th aections are 
cov.ered ".either in ,.vhole, or i~ part, by confirmed or nlid . pri!ato 
claim&, other lands .may be selected in lieu thereof." . • 
, By a c~nstructio? put upon the~~ actsbythe .Land Bu.r(}au at Wash. 
mgton, th1s State JS precloded from selecting. other lands in lieu of 
16th sectio11s embraced in the Arredondo Grant, and the Forbes pur. 
chas?:. This construction, being incompatible with ihe uninstructed 
prov1s1ons of'.the act of 1844, it is impossible to conceive on ')'hat it 
1s based. The ef!'t!ct of the'ilecision, however,. which is detrimcn. 
tal to Florida, can be oloviated onlr by an act of Congress declarato· 
ry of the meaning and intent of tlie act of 1844. 

.Computing the quantity of school lands to which thia State is enti." 
tied according to the said ac/s, and deci\iori, in those portions of the 
S~ate! the surv~ys o~ which have been ·awroved and placed in tM 
!}utnct land office&, (m such ·only can selections be made,) the follow. 
•n~t is the result. · · · · 

The wb~le ·.immber of townships, including those wbicb are frac. 
12 . 



tiona), ia 734, 0( these there are 551 COntaining IDhole l6th sec; 
tiona; and there nre 183 in which the 16th sections are deli'cient;. 
some wholly; others partly. . . 

'fhe aggregate quantity to which these deficient townships are­
entitled under the act of1826, is, 57,548 17-100 acres. They have 
16,811 6-100 acres, and wan~ 40,73711 to fill their compliments. 

Within the U118Urveyed parts of Fl!)rida there are about 700 town. 
ships in which the State is entitled to school lands. Without in..­
specting these Ianda, it is impoasiblo to say, with any degree of ac­
curacy, how many are "valuelt.,s," and aS: statistical information 
vaguely derived ia not only useless, but ofien mischievous, I-must re­
frain from making a statement rounded on uncertain rumor. 

In my late annual report I adverted to the difficulty of selecting-: 
proper agents in conformity with the act of 1846. Subsequent to 
the time fi1ed by said act when the duty of making· appointment& 
should devolve on the Register, it has been impossible for me to · 
discharge such duty beneficially, without totally neglecting more ur­
gent buaineas. And for the same reason I have not been able to ac­
quire any definite information, in regard to the school lands hereto. · 
fore appropriated. 

If the Legislature should adopt my suggestions relative to the elec­
tion of agents, all the information now wanting, and much more, may 
be obtained. But if that suggestion should be acted on, it 'would be 
advisable to provido for the early appointment of such agents to act 
until the period prescribed for the regular election. C: 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN BEARD, 
Register of Pyblie Landa. 

To· the Hon. D. G. 1\f'LEAN, 
President of the Sei1ate. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

F a mAY, December 17, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. ·Mr. Choice ofliciated aa Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, '\he Journal of yesterday was rend and· 

approved. 
Mr. s_ anderson moved that the Judiciary Committee be in;_tructed 

to report a bill declaring the bur11ing of Court Houses a~ other 
public buildings; felony, and to provide. for their punishment, and to 
prevent the uttering of counterfeit' money in this State ; 

Which rpotion prevailed, and the Committee instructed. 
l?urauant to previous notico,.!\fr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en-

I 

; ' 

• 

-titled, An Act to make permanent the Judgeship of lhe S<1uthern 
Judicial Circuit, ~ · . · 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a ·second -readin,_ 
to-morrow. . 

Pur811ant to previous notice, Mr: Walls introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An Act concerning Attachments in this State; . 

Which was-read the first time, and ordered for a sec:ond reading 
to-morrow. . 

Mr. S"mitb gave notice that · he .would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to . amend an act 
regulating the Statute of"Limitations, · · .. 

Mr. Tabor, from the Committee on ~mendments and Rev1s!on of 
the Constitution, presented the following report: · 

The Committee .oa Amendments and Revision of the Constitu­
tion, to which was referred a bill entitled, An Act to amend th~ 12th 
clause of the 5th article of-the Constitution of this State, so that the 
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall hold their offices for the terrri of 
eix years instead of dun_ng good behavior, have instructed me to 

REPORT.: 

That the Committee bas given the subject referred to it that ma· 
turo and earnest consideration which its importance demands. Tho 

. Committee recommend the passage of the bill, and would urge upon 
the G«mernl Assembly the necessity of actiori upon th.e subject at 
this session,. for tbe reason, that if its coosideration should be' post­
-poned to another year,-the anie!Jdr!lenta prepo.sed could not' be adopt­
ed under tbe requirements -oft he. Constitution, until . an election,wjll , 
-have been had of those officers to hold during good liehavior. Such 
a alate of things would present difliculties which may be obviated by 
the prompt action of thi1t General Aaseinbly. To those who object 
to tbe amendments on the ground that they are -not advised as. to 
.the wishes of the people on the subject, the Committee ·would say 
that by adopting the amendments proposed, the whole matter would 
he submitted to the people, and their wi.ll woul~ be expressed by 
.tbe Representative& whoru they send to the next ses~ion of ·the Gen-
eral Assembly. · 

All whicb is 'respec·fully submitted. 
. W. TABOR, Chairman. 

Whicb report was received and concurred in. 
l\f r • .FiLirbanks, from .a Joint Select 'Committee, presented the 

following report : 
The Joilit Select Committee appointed to report what disposition 

· clnmld be made of thA a1teratjons to the\ Constitution of this State, 
agreed to at the present session- · 

'REPORT: 

Thattheyrec.ommend thatthe engrossed bills passed hy each House 
be e~tamined arid co~pared with the original enrolled bills signed b_1 
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the officers of the two Housea at the laat seuion, by the reapective 
enrolling committees, acting jointly, and that afler such eumination 
and the report of the aame, that the reapective officers of the two 
Housea certify upon the original enrolled billa of the last eeuion 
aforesaid, that "the within aberationa have been agreed to by two 
thirds. of each House of the General Auemhly, at the present eeuion, 
and in the· manner preecribed and in conformity to the provieiona of 
Art. 14, of the· Constitution of this State." -

G. R. FAIR BANKS, 
Chairman Senate Committee. 

THOMAS H. HAGNER, 
Chairman House Committee. 

Which report waa receiYed and concu~red in. 
The following mceeage from the House of Representatives was 

received and read: 
Houn: oP RBPJlB8BNTATIVE&, Dec. 15th, 1847. 

Htm. Prendent of th.e Senate : 
Sr.a :-The !lmendments propoaed by the Senate to a House bill 

entitled, An Act to regulate the Pilotage of the Bar of the River St. 
Johns, ha1•e been concurred in by the House. 

Very respectfully, 
W . B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Houae of Representatives. 

ORDERS OF THE D.A Y. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the time of holding E. 
loctions, and for holding the regular lt'uion of the General Auembly, 

Wae placed among the orders for to· morrow, and 75 copiea or· 
dered to be printed. 

Bill to be enlitled, An Act to establish the salary of the Quarter 
Master General of the State, 

Waa read a second time, and ordered to be engrosaed for a third 
· reading to. morrow. · 

The· report of the Committee on Militia, relative to the Public 
• \nne of the State, which wae yeaterday laid qpon the table, and 
placed among the Orders ofto.day, wu read and received. 

· On the question of concurring in said report, the yeas and nays 
were c:alled for by Meu re. Tracey and Floyd, and were : 

Yene-Mr. President, Meura. AYery, ·Auatin, Costin, Fairbanks, 
Floyd, Lorrimer, Moseley, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker-12. 

Naye-Meura. Burrill, McMillan, Watte-3. f · . 
So the report was concurred in. 
Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the eafe.keeping of the 

Public Arms of this State, 
Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for/a third 

read.ing to.morrow. J 
Bill to be entitled, An Act to organize the county of Holmes, 
Wulaid upon the table. 
Rill to .be entitled, An Act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th 

\ 
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article. of the Conltitution of tb1a State, 10 that kho 1 udgea of ·tho · 
Circuit Courts, eball bold their officea for a term of ·aix xeatt inatead . 
ofduring 'good behavior, · . I 

Wuplaced·among the-ordera for to.morrow. 
On motion, the Senate took a rece11 until 3 o'clock. 

3 _O'CLOCK, P. l(, . 

Engrossed bill to be en\itled, An act to preecribe an equal and uni. 
form mode of. taxation, and for other purpoaee-

Wu read a third time. 
Mr. Austin moved that a eommittee.,be appointed to wait upon Mr. 

Brett to rece.ive hie vote and record it. . · · 
On which the yeaa and naya ll'ere qi)ed for by Meurs. hfoe~ley 

and Walker, and were- · 
Yeae-Mr. President, Meiers. Auatin, Lorrimer, McMillan; Tabor 

Walker, Watts-7. · · ' 
Naye-Meurs. Avery, Burritt, Costen, Fairbanks, Moaeley Prie~t 

Smith, Tracey-8. • ' ' 
So the Senate refused. · · 
Messrs. Austin and Walker demanded a call of the &nate, wbere-

~pon, there were present- . . · 
Mr. President, Meun.- Avery, Austin, Burritt,. Cottin Fairbanka, 

Lorrimer, McHillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tra~cy, Walker, . 
Watts. 

Mr., Tracey moved that t.he absentees be ~oted upon the Journal; 
Whach was lost. · · • . 
Mr. Auatin moved to send .the Sergeant.at.Aims afier the absent 

members · · ·. · 
Wbich'motion was·lost. 
On the question, Shall t~e bill pau7 the yeas and nays were : 
Yeae-Mr. President, Me11rs. Avery, Burritt, Costin Fairbanks 

McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey-11: 1 

Nays-Meeers. Auatin, Lorriiner, Walker, Watte-4 • 
So the bill paseed., .Title u ste.ted: · 
Ordered that the same be certi'fied.to the lloueo; 
The rule being waived, Mr. Lorrimer moved that Mr. Walker 

have lenYe of absence until Monday next, ' 
Which' was granted. . . 
House Reeohition. expre11ive of thanks to Me11rs. Randall, 

Brockenbrougla. and B~ker, Examiners of Thompaon'e Digest, 
Wae read the first tame, and ordered for a second reading to. 

morrow. 
· Bill to provide for the .sale of1the Sixtee{lth . Sections granted by 

Congress to the State for the aupport of Public Schools and for 
consolidating the School Fund~ · ' 

\faa refer-red to a Select Committee, coaaieting.of Meaera. Avery, 
Burritt and Fairbuks. 

... 
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The rule being waived, ·Mr. Tracey,·from tbe·Commilteeon Mi. 
"Iilia, was ~llowed to present the following report : ' 
. The Co'!lmiltee on the Militia, to whom was referred.tbe peti. 

lion of MaJor General Jamea G. Cooper, relative to certain altera. 
tiona in the Constitution, have bad the aame under conaideration and 
uk leave to ' 

REPORT: 

That they fully concur with the \"iews of the petitioners, and be. 
Jieve the ptopoacd amendment would prove highly beneficial to the 
Militia. They therefore submit the following bill, and ask to be 
discharged from further conaideration of the subject. 

E. D. 'i'RACEY, Chairman, 
H. H. WALKER. 

Which was received and concurred in, and the bill accompanying 
the aame read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to­
morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday -next, 01 o'clock. 

Mo~DAY, December 20, 1847. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
·Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the proceedings of Friday ":ere read 

jUid approved, . 
Mr. Avery gave notice that be would, on to.morro\Y, a'k leave to 

jntroducc a bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to organize 
the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Florida, 
approved July 2:J, 1845. 

The following was ordered to be spread upon the Joyrnal : 
The. Senator from the 13th district, Mr. Burritt, avails himself of 

a. constitutional privilege, and respectfully submits to the Senate tbe 
reasons for his dissent from a bill yassed in the Senate on the 16th 
instant, entitled, "An act to enforce the payment of taxes asseued, 
or to be ass~ascd, against all institutions claiming .corporate privile. 
gea in this State." 

The first section of the bill is deemed objectionable. It providea 
that corporations in the State who are or shall hereafter be in arrears 
for taxes, shall not, while such taxes are unpaid, institute any auit, 
or proceed in any already instituted, or have the aid o~· any writ or 

. proceaa of the State for any purpose wbate1·er. 
The sect ion, therefore, it will be seen, provides for suspending 

important funr.tions, which are supposed to be conferred hy the char. 
ter of incorporation. If the power to do this resides any where~ it is 
in the judicial department of the government, and not in the le~is)a. 
rive ; and whether it can be done at all, depends altogether upon the 
cllarter itself. If !.y the rha1/er it can be done, no legislation is ne. 

I 
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ceaaary. If by the charter it cannot be done, thtb t~ere is no p<iw. · 
Clr in the Legislature or in the. Co~rts to effect. that object. · ·· 

Every charter of incorporation II a contract between fhe State on 
the one band ·and those who·apply for or aecep~ it, on the other.~ 
When onc" ·~ade it must be observed by both parties to it ; and if . 
either complains df any infraction, C~r/8 ~ust decide between tb~m 
-and the contract must. speak for 1taelf, and the conduct of part1es 
must be judged of in reference to it. Neither party ~a~ c~ange, at. · 
ter, or impair it :without the co.nRe.nt of the other. . fb1s IS the doc. 
trine of all Republican Consllluhons : that the State s~all paaa no 
law impairing the oblignt!on of contracts • . _Now, any mcorporated· 
company of tbis State whiCh r~fuses ~o pay 1ts taxe_s, unless exempt­
ed therefrom by its charter •. Violates 11~ contract :w1th the State, ~nd 
thereby rele~~;ses the State (rem its engag~ment_ \VI!h the corporatJO~·· 

. !f this section, then, declares no more than what IS already found 10 

or deduced from the charte r, of what. utility 1s it 1 It is but a work 
of supererogation. If, from· a fair interrretation of tho charter, no 
such consequences sh,ould flow from refusing to. pay taxes, where 
does the Stille, as being one of the parties only to the cont~act, de. 
rive her power to add, any thing to tha: contract, by declarmg that 
such consequences sh.all flow from such refusal1 

The State· may adopt means to e1iforce the (tdjdlment of the co~­
Craot on the p11rt of the incorporation as it afready exists : 11nd th1s 
she should do: but she cannot, by any act of hers, in any way im­
pair that conlrilct, And if .tho State would enforce her righ!s, by 
attempting to resume any of the powefs confe,rred upon ~h~ 10~0~­
poralion, she mus~ do it througl) her Courts~ fhe remedy IS not 10 

further legislation, but by"puuing in force tho legislation already ex. 
isting in the cbarter-tb11law of _the contract, by an appeal to the. 
judicial tribunals of the country. 

No defenr.e or justification is desireil to be set up for any incorpor­
ated company of this State, that resists tlie payment of taxes properly 
cbargable against it. The payment should be 1mforced, and 10 c1·ery 
such case power is abund11ntly found, either expressly or hy necessa. 
ry implication in !he charter, to suapend its functions parti~lly or t?-· 
tally, till it c_omphes .• . As Court~. only· can decre~t~e enhre forfe.ll· 
ure of a charter, so can they only d~cree. tiHl forfeiture of a1ty parliC· 
lar rights or powers contained in such charter. . · 

The section under consideration, as~umes o( course, that there are 
JlCls of incorporali?~· where ~ forfeiture would no! f?llow trom a \"i. 
olation of its prOVISIOns. It IS to be hoped, and II HI uehe~cd, that 
none such exist in this· State. I f they do, 'legislation can alford no 
remedy. If they do not, ihen thl) Courts. of justice aro open to en• 
force the penalty, and should. be resorte~ to, precisely u.s ~hey must 
nece&Silrily bo under the la\v JUS\ passed m Jhe .Senate, 1f 11 shall be 
deem~d of force and validity. 'fhislaw an~d the charter will go be • 
fore the Court together. If the charter is sufficient, this law is not 
necessary. If the chllrtcr is 'not sufficient, this law cannot supply 
the deficiency. 

·· . . 
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If any incorporated institution in tbia State negTecfa or refUeea co 
pay lases juatly aaeeaeed, it abould be forthwith proeecuted; for tbia i• 
tbe only mode by which collections can be made or a forfeiture en. 
forced, unleiS a righl ia reeerved in the charter to deviae or adopt 
some other mode. S. L. BURRUI'T. 

Mr. Fairbanka gave notice that be would, at some future day ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend the act ;e)a. 
tive to Elections. · , 

Mr. Fairbanks preaented the following reiiOlutiona: 
Ruol_ved .by' the Senate and HOUle of Repreaentatiou of the State 

of Florida 1n General A88enlbly con-d, That the Constitution of 
the United States determined bow the powers delegated to the Fed. 
eral Government ahall be. app«~inted, diatributod a:nd exercised, to 
promote the welfare of the Union, aod to protect the peculiar intereata 
of the respective me'_ll~rs thereof• .Tiiat the ratio adopted by the 
fra-:n~rs of the Conslttuuon aa the baa•• and rule or apportionment of 
pohttcal power among the eevera) States, to be e1ercieed through 
the Federal Government, waa intended not merely a'S a temporary 
lifeguard for one claae of Stalea, against the combinations of another 
elaaa, co.esiating tc'llen thaJ imtrumenl 1Ca8 framed, but aa means of 
defence, which like the other stipulations of the compact, should be 
preee~ed inviolate during tM ezi8tmce of the Unimr. · 

Be u further Reaolved That any and eYery attempt, otherwise than 
~.Y an alteration of the Constitution, to defeat or impair the opera. 
t1on of the rule referred to, ia a violation alike of the spirit of that 
!natrument, and of the lawa of good faith, on the part of those mak­
Jog aucb auempt. 

Be it further Reaolved, That the Wilmot Proviso, ((iJo called,) 
which aeoka to prevent the increaee of one claaa of Stales by impoa. 
ing prohibitions unauthorized by the Constitution, and subversive of 
the conservative principle• \Yithout which a portion of the original 
Statea would not have aaeented to the Constitution, evinces on the 
part of the advocatea and eupporters of said " Provisa," a spirit hos­
tile to the compromieea of the compact, rerkless of the repost>, bar. 
'mony and permanence of the Union, particularly d~mgeroua, and 
groaaly olfenaive and insulting to the Southern portion of the Re. 
public, nod tending, unleee suppreaeed by those who alone can con. 
trol it, to the inevitable diBSolution of the confederacy, and separa. 
lion of the States. 

& it further Resolud, That though one of the youngeat members, 
Florida ia not the leaat attached to the Union. But participati'ng in 
ita ~lory aad ita fame-partaking of the bleBSinga whjch it secure~, 
and ansioua to perpetuate. them, she will not bestow her confidence 
011 men who adYocate, either directly or indirectly, a coul'lle of poli­
cy or meaaDTe, which, like the Wilmot Proviso, threatens to sunder 
those ties which should bind the States indu80lubly. 

Be it further Reaolved, That His Escellency the Governori be re. 
spe;:tfull y requested, to cause a copy of these Resolutions to b~ trans. 
mitted to the President of the \J nited States, the President of the-

•• 
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Senate, tho Speaker of the H~use of 'Repreaentative~, to the Sjjiiui 
tori and Representative of this State in Congreu, and to the Gover-
hors of the respecth·e States. . . .. 

Which. were read the 6rst time, and ordered for a .cond reading 
to. morrow. 

Mr. Burritt, froni the Judiciary Committee, presented the fol. 
lowing report : . 

The Committee on tli!! Judiciary, who were instructed to bring in 
a bill· tQ .declare thd burning of Court House~ and o1her public 
IJuildinga 'felony, .and to provide for their plmiahmenl, 1tsk leave to 
REPORT the accompanying bill. As to so much of the duty where • . · 
with the Committee are charged as reqqires them to report a bill to 
prevent the uttering of counterfeit money, they ask leave to say, that 
they have bad the subject under corsideration, and are ·of opinion 
that the same is suffir.iently provided for, in. tho 8tli and 9th se,ctiona 
uf the act of· the lOth February, i83~l, entitled, An Act relating to 
Crimes and Misdemeanors-and they ask the corlcurrence of the 
Senate, &c. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Which report was received nhd concurred in .. 
l\fr. Fairbanks, from the Judiciary Committee, p!·e~cntcd the fol~ 

lowing report : 
The undersigned, from the Judiciary Committee, to whom was 

ref11rred certain Resolutions relative to the election 'Of J usticei of the 
·Peace in October last, begs leave respectfully to · 

.REPORTt . 

That a doubt as to tbo' legality of the elections he14 in Oetobe; 
last, seems to hn!·o arisen from tho suppo~r-d conflict of tho T errito •. 
rial law of 7th of March, 1845, and !!6th July, 1845. Tlie first "f 
these Jaws provides for a districiinj; of the coimtics, .and the election 
of Justices of the Peace during the n:10nth of May, 1845, and that the 
second election should take place on the 6rst 1\Ionday of M,ay, 1847, 
and every two years tber}!afier; and the Justices shall hold their re· 
spective offices for the term of two years, and until. their succeaaors 
he elected and commissioned. Pro\·ided, that those elected at thu 
first election should. bald their offices until those elected at the se· 
cond election should be commissioned. This act consists of ·seve raT 
&ections. 'l'he act of July 20tli contains but two ~ections; 'ihe first 
of which only relates to the election of Justice.ss. oft he Peace, and is 

• lls follows: "That it shall be tho duty of the Judge of Probaie, or ·a: 
IJuorum of the Board of (;ounty-Comrnissioners, to order an election 
for Justices of ihe Peace in·the various districts of their respective· 
tountir.s, on the 6rst Monday of'Octohcr niH!, subjP.ct to all the rules 
and re:tnlations contained in an act to pro\• ide for the election of Jus~ 
tice~ ofthr. Peace, approyed March 7th, 1845, not inconsistent with 
the ~onstitution .of this State, pr the Ia\~·~ of 'the present session of 
the General .\<sembly." · . · · 

It is co:l!eu•l•••l that, beca,uso th:l act of 1\larch. 7th; 1845', pre: 
13 v 
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acribes that tlie aecond' election should be held on the lirat Mon_dny 
of May, 18!l7, that therefor\} that is one of the rul~s and regulatl.on• I 
adopted. But this law prescribes a genera.! election for a.IJ Justices 
of the Peace, (e1cept those actually elected in May, 1845,), to be 
held on the first Monday of October, 1845, and the law of March 7th 
preiCribea tlia.t the Justices elected under it, shall be elected f?r 
two yeara. . Now it is evident that if a.n election was to be_ held m· 
May JA47 those elected in October, 1845, would hold tha1r offices· 
for but eighteen month&, instead of two yea.ra,· as e~p_resal_y provided' 
for by the act of March 7th, 184'1, and which proVISIOn 11 of equal 
obligation or greater than any one merely directory a.a to the time. 

But if the election in October was not intended a.s the regular 
period of the election for Justices of the Peace, why should the com. 
miaaion of the Governor have been required to nominate theT? 1 and 
why ia it to be supposed that the Legislature could have requ1red a.n 
election to be held for Justices of the Peace, whose terms of offic_e 
wu fi1edby law at two years, at a. period when they could hold the1r 
offices but a year and a. half1 and whnt reason is there to sup~ose 
that the Legislature, having changed and required all other elt;ct•ons 
to be held on the first Monday of October, should ha,·e demed to 
have called out the people of the Stale at a. different, period of .'he 
year, for the sole purpose of electing these Judges? ~very cons•_de. 
ration of reason and e1pcdiency, seems to the under~•g~ed a.ga.mst 
the idea that the Legislature, by the act of July, 184_"• mtended to 
retain the election in May. And in the construcuo_n ?f _statutes, 
where any doubt e1ists, we are to look at the probable mteullons and 
effect of the Jaw. r.. • " 

It wu known a.t the time of the pass11ge of the act of July, 184.,, 
chat very few elections bad taken place under the act of March 7th, 
1845, and th~t consequently the effect of placing the elt'lction on the 
firat Monday of October, 1845, would be to elect ne11rly t~e whole 
body of the Justices of the State, whose term wou)d Clplre at the 
~arne period with those of all other. biennial and annual officers, on 
the firat Monday of October, 1847, whilst no harm could accrue by 
permitting thoae few who had been actually elected in May, 1845, 
to hold over from May, 1845, to Oct. 1847, as the act of March 7, 

permitted. · b · · f 
Many other satisfactory reasons are presented m_ t e opm1o~ o 

the Attorney General, of which time will not perm1t the Clamma­
tion. This construction of the law has ?een adopted and sanc­
tioned-tho elections ha,·e been held under 1t-and the officers elect. 
ed have proceeded to the performance of their duti~s. . 

The adoption of the resolutions p111sed by the House would create 
much injury 1md dissatisfaction, while they are badly calculated to 
effect their proposed object. They propose to take from the _people 
fbe election of these officers, and to reinvest the Govern?riw1th the 
appointing power until May, 1849-to turn out t~o entlrp b~y of 
the magistracy, aud to nullif.r all their acta ; and anterfere w1th the 

A 
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prerogative of the Executive hi the e1erciae of tbe appointing·powet. 
The undersigned recommends that said resolution~ do not pus. . 

G._ R. FAfRBANKS. 
Which was received. . 
Mr. Burri!, from the Judiciary Com111ittee, presented the following: 
T .he members of the Commitlee on the Judiciary to whom was re­

ferred certain Resolutions originating ill the House of Repreeenta.. 
tives, to the efft!ct, that liis E1cellency the Governor be requP.sted to ; 
commission suitable persons in the several Districts as Justices of the 
P eace, to fill the vacancies caust>d by the omission .to hold elections on 
the first-Monday in May, 1847; and that the persons elected a.t the · 
last October election, .(although the sa: me was erroneously held,) 
should. be by his Excellency considered fit and 8Uiti.ble for that pur. 
,pose, entertaining different views ori the a~;~bject, iho under&igne-d one 
of the members of that committee, respectfull:f submits to the Senate 
the following: · 

That the act of March 7, 18(5, providing that on the first Monday 
in May, 1847, and every two rears thereafter, elections should be 
huld for Justices of the Peace, is now the law of this State, 

It is believed that no subsequent act hu repealed this portion of . 
tho act of Mareh 7; 18;la. The act of July following seems to con. 
template, that·the.re were certain Justices Districts i.n which elections 
had not been held in the previous spring, and it provides iherefore" that 
fc>r &llch Districit, an ~lection should be held on the ensuing first 
lllouday in~Octobcr; aud. to guard against misconstruction, this· last · 
net expressly provides, that it is not to apply to any Districts in which 
elections had already been ht.>ld-and in order that no inconvenience 
might arise to the pe.ople of. the vacant ·Districts until t~e October 
election, just provided for, could be held, tha Governor was authorised 
to com'mission Justices' to act in ~hose Districts until. that period: 

Now as the act of July expressly· decl11rcs that it shall not apply to 
those J)j~tricts in which Justices ha<lalreacly been electecl, how can . 
it he said that it does aJll>ly 1 It is believed that the act of July meant 
to say, and it does say in efft!ct, that whereas there ·were c;ertain Dis­
trict& in which Justices of the Peace had not · been elected, that an 
e lection for those particular Districts should be ordered to be held ·on 
the ensuing first Monday in October. It has no application whatever 
tc. any other Districts, and cvt>n as to these Distri~ta, it becomes a dead 
letter aller the election. in October had taken place-for it has no p.ro. 
vision for an election in any ofher October than the one nell ensuing 
that date. If. any thing is lefi to inference, it is, that a.s to the Jus. 
ticea to l~e elected in that Octol/er, they should hold their offices· until 
the election shou.ld take place in May, 1847. "The act of March 
pro,·ides for nn election in ull1he Districts in May, 1847- and the 

. act of July following no. where says or itimates that it shall not be · 
done. The act of July provitles merely. for a special election to fill 
vaca11cie.r. It was not to repeal any act, but only to pro,•ide foi- the 
time being for those who h!!JI neglected to avail themselves of the act 
_passed in March. How this act of July which· is passed for and e:t-
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pre11ly limited to vacant Di1tricts, can be said to apply to other Ditt 
tricll i1 not perceived, and wbeo it rperely pro:vides that for thfl pur~ 
JlOM of filling yacant Diatricts an election shall he held on the lint 
Monday in "October ntxt," bow it can be construed to charige the time 
of holding all subsequent e lections, and to mean that eoery tu:o year8 
tltereafter an election should be held all over the Stale for Justices of 
the P~ace, ia not at all understood, Doea October next, mean any 
ptkr October 1 Thoae who oppose these views contend, of neces. 
aitytbat October, 1845, mean• not only thaJ October, but. October, 
1847, 1849, 1851, and 10 on every •econd year, ad infinitum. Why 
leap every olb!lr year in tbi• way 1 .Why not take ~very October 
1U they occur 1' 

If the act of July intended to h&\·e ref~rencl' to or to effect any 
other than vacant District.a, why does it sny that it shall "not ap. 
ply" to any otber~;-and if intended to fi~ the time (or holding any 
other electi~n than that for the enruing Octobt>r, why does it not aay 
110 T It authorise• no election but one in "Octuhcr next"-mnch 
len doee it repeal an act that authorise• them to be held in 1\lay in 
18n, and every hvo years thereancr. . 

It ia belie••ed that under the JlCt of Dec. 24, 1845, tb_e Governor 
)laa power to fill vacancies in Jmtices Districts. The Constitution, 
~rlicle 1), aec. lQ, provides that Justices of the Peace shnll he ap, 
pointed or elected in ._uch rnode and for such term of offi<'e, as the 
General ..\.ssembly may pmscribe. Tbey have prescribed, thnt in 
certa.in contingencies, the Governor should do it. · 

. The Resolutions propose that hi5 ·Excellency the Go•·ernor should 
i11ue com minions to those persona who were elected ns Justices of the 
l'eace in !\fay, 1847-no reuon is percei•·cd why he should not do it. 

Again, they propose, that where elections did not take place in 
May, but in October last, the person &o elected in Octo her, should he 
commitsioned. It i~ belic•·ed that )1is Excellency might ih ~uch casPs 
very safely regard the •·oteJ gi••en for those offices ill the vacant Dis. 
tricts in October last as an expression of the u•ishes of the people of 
t.boae Districts in tb~~ot behalf. ; 

It ia belie•·ed prOJler and expedient therpforoto adopt the resolutions: 
S. L. BURRlTT, Chairman. 

Whic}j was received, 
. Mr. Burrill, (rprq tbe Judiciary Committee, presented thelfollow. 
lOft reJIOrt i . . . 

The Committee on the Jud1c1ary, to whqm was referred b1ll Ill 
he entitled, An act to prescribe the feca of the Attorney General o 
this State, ask leave to REPORT: 

That thPy h~ve h;1d the same. un~er considerali?n• that ,'hey are 
in fa•·or of the passage of the sa1d b1ll, and return 11 herewith; ami 
thPy nak the concurrence of the Senate herein. . 

. S. L. BURRlTT, Cl1nirumn. 
Which report was receivr.d and concurred in. 
1\lr. Tabor, from a Select Committee, presented the following re: 

pP.rt ; 

' 
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The. se·Ject Committee, to whom \1'81 referred n. Liil entitled,, A·n 
act to define the boundary of Jackson County, and to repeal an act 
therein named, ask leave to report: 

Tbat they.hlive had the bill tinder consideration, and after giving 
the subject that mature deliberation which the ria!ure of the case re. 
quires, bn•·e agreed to the following am~ndmenls to the amended 
;bill, viz: aner the words Chipola River, thence west to a point equi 
.distance in ra.nge twelve, thence due North to the dividing line be. 
tween town~hip four and five, tbPnce west on said line to the Cboc. 
.tawh&tchie ~iver. 411 of whicll is respectfully ~ubmiued. 

W. TABOR, Chairman. 
Which was receivep, \lnd plo,ced 11mol)g the orders, to come up 

with the hill there'il):rep.orted on. 
The following message from his Ext'ellency the Go•·ep10r lVBS re. 

ce~ved, rend, and referred to the ~ommittee on Corporations: · 
ExEc.ui'•vr. DZI'A.RTMEN'J', ~ · 

Decemlier 20, 1847. S 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of t{le Howe of ]JepreSt/IIQtives: · . 
I take occasion to invite yqur attention· tp the two last c:lnuses of 

the fifth section of the Revenue Act, approved 2~th July, 1!345. (See 
pamphlet laws, lsi session, page ·22.) The .cbuseg.reft>rred 'to im. 

. poae n lax of 20-cents on every flOO loaned, or kept nt interest:­
n?d 20 cenl.l on every flOO t:alue of shari's of incorporated cornpa, 
lltCI. • I 

Agreeably to the conslrllction heretofore gh·cn to this law, these 
taxes are not equal. The money lende[ is required to pay n. tax nf 
20 cents for ·e••cry 8100 of tbo nomi11alvalue of his debt, al.though 
t.lie borrowu be utterf¥ in110lvent; while the sllare.holder. who has 
invested his money in a Bank, RaiJ ·Road; or other Corpo-ration, only 
pays a lax upon the 1!14rkd. \>_qlue of bis shares. · 

It is respecfully reconirnende~ that the law in this rcspPct be &G 
11mended, or explained, that it may I)OI i.mposc an unequal ~urtheo 
upon any portion of tnx payers. ~ . 

Is is also.respectfu.lly submitted whether or not the tax upon Bank 
~genciea and lnsu{ance Ce;mparlies mnv not be increased, without 
s~bjccting tbe 'General As~embly to thtl imputation of 1,mequaltaxa. 
lion. I Ye'ry tesp~.ctfi•lly, . 

· W. D. MOSELEY. 
A message was received from the Houae of Representatives, sta. 

l.ing that the House had refused to concur in the amendments prl>po. 
sed by the Sentte.to the Hpuse preamhle nnd resolUiions rdntiveto 
the expenses of Florida. Volunteers previous to bein"' mustered into 
the United Stales .~en·ice. , . " 

Mr. Avery moved that a select commillce he appointed hy. the 
Senate, .to confer with a similar commillee on th~ part of the House 
in relation to said preamhle and rt•solutions. ' 
' Whi~h motion prc•·ailed, 'nd 1\fessrs . • ·hery, Fairbanks and Ta. 
bor were appointed aaiacommittee.. • · 
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Engros&ed bill entitled, An act to estalish the salary of the Quar. 
1er Mast~r General, 

Was read a third time; and on the question," shall the bill pass?" 
the yeas and' nays were : 

Yeaa-Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, 
Moseley, Priest, Tracey, Watts-.9. 

Nays-Meaars. Avery, Brett, Lorrimer, 1\lcMillan-4. 
So the bill paaaed-title aa stated. ~ 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
Engrossed bill entitled, An act to provide fer the safl'-keepina of 

the public arms of this State, " 
Waw laid upon tbe table. 
BHJ to be entitled, An act concerning attachments in this State, 
Was read a se«10nd time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading to.omorrow. . 
Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th ar .• 

ticle of the Constitution of t.bis State ao that the Judges of the (:ir­
cuit Courts shall bold their offices for a te rm of six years, instead of 
during good behavior, 

Was read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate reaolved itself 'into a Com. 

mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Floyd in the C~air. 
Aller some time spent there in, the committee ·rose, and by their 

chairman reported the till back to the Senate with amendments, and 
ask11d to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Which report was concurred in. 
Bill to be entitled, An act so to amend the Constitution of this 

.S tate as to enable the Governor, Majors General, Brigadiers Gene. ' 

. ral, and commanding officers of Regimenld, to fill their staff officers 

. witho'ut taking them from commissioned officers of the line, 
Was read a second time, and ordered to be·engrossed for a third 

reading on to-morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the time of holding Elcc. 

tiont, and ti•r holding tho regular sessions of the General Assembly, 
Was read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Burritt, tho Senate resoh·ed itself into a Com. 

mittee of the Whole on said bill, J\1 r. Fairbanks in1the Chair. 
Alle r some time spent therein, the committee rosP, and by tlleir 

chairman reported the bil£ back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Which reJIOrl was concurred in. } 
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

3 o'cLOCK, P. H . 

The House returned to the Senate the following hills, as passrd 
·by the House without amendment, \'iz ; 

..... 
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A hili to be entitled, An Act to amend an act entill~d· ali act fo. 
provide for the election of Electors of President and Vice President 
of the United States, approved Jan. 6th, 1847. . 

. Also, a bill entitled; An Act to make the certificates of the Trea­
surer of this State Jl'Ceivable in payiner.t of all public dues. 

The Senate proceeded with the Orders. · . 
Bill to be entitled, An Act to make permanent the Judgeship of 

the Sout~ern Judicial Circuit, · . 
Was read a second time, and placed among tho Orders for to. 

morrow. . 
Bill fo be entitled An .\ct to amend an act relati\"e to Crimes and 

.Misdemeanors, . . . 
Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to. 

morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An Act to .prescribe the fees of the Attorney 

General of this State in certain cases, . · 
Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 

rending to-morrow.. . 
House Resolution· expressive of thanks to Messrs. Randall, Brock. 

enbrough and Baker, examiners of Thompson's Digest, · . 
Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor. 

row. . 
House bill entitled, An Act to exempt the citizens of Levy coun: 

· ty from serving as juryman bl'yond th.e limits of said county, 
Was read. the first' time, and ordered to~ a second reaaing to-mor 

tO\V. . . I 

House bill entitled, An act iri arldition to the seve{al acts concern­
Ing Wills, L etters Testamentary,' L~tters of administration, and the 
duties of Executors, Administrators, and Guardians- · 

\Vas read the first time, and ordered fo r a second reading to.mor- ' 
row. . • 

House bill entitled, An act to make valid the proceeding·s of . 
persons commiaaioned as Justices.of the Peace of this St•• dUDdr:}'· 

Was read the first .time, and .ordered for a secoqd rr :•e-
row. · ~adJDg·.to.mor. 

House bill entitled, An act in additio~ to an Q' 
of Probata for the 'State' of Florida- . .:t to organize Courts 

Was read the first time, and ordered fr -·' 
row. · . ,r a secouu reading to.mor. 

House bill entitled, An act to~ pr <~v'd W ; f E , . . 
cases- . · 1 e r .ts 0 rrors 111 crammal 

Was read the first time. r rd I fi , 
·and .75 copies ordered to~ · ' ~re• or a second readmg to-morrow 

. . oe planted. . \ ' 
House ball entitled A 1 • • · 

amend an net tor ' ·11 act to .. repea ·au act entitled, An act to 
1834 d h' h .. stahhsb ~ tanfl'of fees, approved February'l5th 

'an w ac wu approved December 27th · 1S45 · ' 
ro,!:as read the. ·first time, and ordered for a se~ond reading to.mor-

The report of the Select Committee to .which woa\efcrred a bill t\) 
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::d~e the boundary of Jackson county, togeth~r with said bill, were 

~r. ~~~r :ol·ed to lay said report and bill upon the table. 
Wlllknew led I e yeas and nays were called for by Meaars. Brett and r, an were-

~:,a:::Ml\Jeuprs. C:dostin, Floyd, Mosely, Prieat, Smith, T~t~r--6, 
r. res1 ent Mesara Aver•· A r · B B . 

rimer, l\fcMillan, Trace~, Walk~r-9.J' us m, rett, umtt, Lor• 
So the Senate refused to fay upon tbe table . · 
gn mo~ion, said bill was placed among the' orders for to morrow 

n motlou, tl•e Senate adjourned until to.moriow, 1() o'~lock. • 

TuEsDAY, December 21, 1847. 

1'be Senate met pursuant to adjournment 
Rev, Mr. Ch?ice officiated as Chaplain. ' 

an: ~~~~~:~'!J.be•ng present, tbe proceedings of ,Yesterday were read 

ATnbde followingh~vads ordered to he spread upon the Journals. 
now, at t 1s ay come R J Fl d S · 

Senlltorial Diatrict, and 'saith that ~ blll p~~;d :"~~or £rom .the sixt~ 
!~~~~~~~~ !f wit.: a bill to be entitled, An act to~ri!:Crit~a~e uon~r!r~ 
to wit: lhll~~:~~~;eandl for othj' purposes, is unconstitutional In this, 
ceuary for the eco:::!'m~~:~ ~ arger amount of revenue th~n. is ne. 
spirit of the Constitution of thfa~~~=f gf;:be7ent,tatnbd a~n.inst the 
ned to his room b · d' · · ' ng a e t1me confi. 
the sail! bill Hy ·~~ "Pgllllon,tould, if present, have voted a"'ainst 
on !be JourJ~als ot'th=~e~r::e~s s that this, his protest, be plac:'d up. 

p · • t · . R. J . FLOYD . ursuan. o prev10us nollce, Mr. Averv introdu d b'll b • 
. tilled, .\n act <:.• amend an act to organize the offi:e af c' to e leln. 

of P hi' A • f' h S f o omptro er u. 1c ccoum~ o I e t.ate o Florida, approved July 23, 1845 
. \Yhlch was read tb~ first lime, and ordered for a second read ' 1 • 

morrow. mg o. 

On motion of Mr .. Brett, ihe bill to be entitled, An act to or anize 
the County of Holmes, was taken from the table and placed g ., 
the orders of the day. amon., 

On motion of Mr. A•·ery, leave of absence was granted 1 M 
Moseltly untill\fonday next. 0 • r. 

· ~ursuant to preYious notice, M~. Fairbanks introduced a bill to be 
entllled, An act to amend an act relative to Elections in this Stat 
passed December 29, 1845. e, 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second readiJ ,. 
~~~~ ~ 

Mr. Burritt moved that the St'natc will on to. morrow, at 12 o'clock,· 

J 

' 

.los 
J I ' •' . • , , ,.• 

M., the Hou·.e of Representati1'ea co·ncurring, go into an election fol 
a Judge of the· Southern Circuit of ti!i~ Stat_e. · . .. · .. 

Mr. FJoyd moved to strike out" ro·-morrow," and inah t "Friday." 
Which motion was lost. . · · 

. Mr. Floyd moved to insert Regiate,r of Public Lands. 
· W·hich motion ,\•as.losf. . . . 

l\lr. Floyd·mov~d to strike out "to·.morrow," and inser{ "30'1h in~· 
~~" . 

Which ·motion waa lost. 
The motion was then adopted. . 
Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Durri't.t introdu'ced a: bill to be en. 

iitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to.orgariize the Circuit 
Courts 1>f the State of Florida. . . 

Which was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading 
to. morrow. 

Mr. Austin presented the petition o'f Alexander McKenzie, pray. 
ing that his wile, Sarah McKenzie, might be allowed to take a childs 
part, &c. . · .· 

Which was referred to the Judiciary Com'mittee. 
1\Ir. -Lorrimer, frgm the Commillee on Federal Relations, preaent. 

ed the following rt'JlOrt-arid resolutions : 
The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred so 

much of the Governor's m·essage as relates to the Mexican War, ·beg 
leave to 

: REPORT: 

That while they cordially unite with his Excellency in expressing 
a" deep aud uritiligned regret lh11t each and every eflort onlhc part of 
the :'1/ational Government heretofore made; to ·tm.ng the i\lexican war. 
to a happy and honorable termination, has Leen wholly unsucccss'ful," · 
they feel constrained to dissent lrom the view expressed by the mes. 
sage in adopting the declaration, that "the war exists Ly the act of . 
Mexico." Your commit1ce deem it unnecessary to notice in detail 
the reasons for such dissent, and would simply remark that the annexa­
tion t•f T exas to this Union placed us in such· a relation to :llexico' 
that war was rendered ·probable; 'that the march of the a rmy iii to the 
disputed tc·rritory \vas beyond ~ qucstio11 the direct amljm:ncdiate 
cause of hostilities. The di()iculties arising from the annexation 
might doubtless all havu been am·icably adjustetl, the b.oundarics def'i. 
ued, and our friendly relations with our sister Republic prescn 'cc.l, had 
prndunl and di.>crcct counsch go,·crned, and tho Cornman'der,i:•-Ghit!f 
of our armies not. onJcn•d the ·aJ~mncc of our army from Corpus Christi 
into torritory claimcc.J I.Jy· Mexico, in defiance of the known and de­
clared wish of the .Uexic;ui people, and in disregard of the expressed 
desire of I hat. people .to ·tee at with us upon the subject of annexalion 
and 'lwundiu·y. 'These facts a~e the cOJnmoiJ property of the world, 
and wo leave them tor history to preserve in its truthful record: Tho 
war itself is of deep and exciting interest to evl!ry portion of th·e 
Union-our armies composed chiefly of the citizen-sold iers hal'c gone 

H 
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~itb to baule-'for thirty yean bad our officers alumbered upod tbeiir' 
arm.-our aoldiera engaged in peaceful purauit-yet Yictoriea with• 
out reYerae baYe crowned our ann.-deeda of noble and bigb daring, 
unaurpaaaed for their gallantry and brilliancy by those of any age, 
hue characterized 'thtir eYety advance.....;..ber sea. porta, her cities, ami 
even her magnificient capitol, have yielded to the proweu of our 
arma-war baa awept dtroogla the heart of their country at an im. 
menae coat of blood and treasure; and now .. we gravely ask, what baa 
been accomplished 1 Have vre "conquered a peace" 1 Ha,•e we 
obtained indemnity for tle ptUt or· ltcwity for tilt fuJ.ure 1 It is a 
queation of serious import to detetmiilo what course this Government 
ought to. pursue. It ough~ never to·" direct ita victorious troops to be 
ingloriously withdrawn from the fields of their r·~e. and the~r glory," 
nor abould it do any act calculated to compi'Gmit 1tamtereat, 111 honor, 
or ita dignity.' The present situation of tho enemy, defeated, disor. 
ganized, destitute of concert; our army triumphant ,in many a well. 
fought field-her atr?ng eities->ber capitol-her country ~n our pos. 
aeuion-may not thaa Government adopt any courstl of achon worthy 
of a bravQ and generous nation without dishonor or even censure? 
What ia the cklired re.ndl the objeet for which tlris vrar is waged? Is it 
to •• conquer a peace" 1 or to .dismember a na!ion 7 to redress wr~ng~; 
or to deapoil a people of tberr country, and mcorporale them wllh II 
ttOltnnolem intothia Union 1 Tbe chief Executive h(a'th~s far co~­
fined to the receues of his own bosom what the real desagn of thas 
war was at ita inception, or is now. Was it by conquest to indemify 
us lor what be yielded on the North? The Chief Magistrate of tlw 
Union baa never thought proper to inform tbe American people, what 
ll!al the duign, or what nE intended to accomplish •by this.war. . ·~~ 
the cry "that American ~lood ho:d been sht'd upon Amerac~n soal, 
that our little army was m danger, the common heart of tins great 
R epublic glowed w!th patrio~ic fire, nn~ at t~eir country's ca!l the 
nation paused not-1t \Vas thcar country, nght or wrong. Such as the 
feeling of every true patriot. Dut now that our armies arc in no dan. 
ger, tbe enemy defeated, their country in our ~ossessi~n, we may with 
propriety, pause and inquire, what does the Chlef.Magast.rate ~roposc? 
Tho accePsion of territory to be incorporated mto thas Unaon your 
commillee would re~al'd as a measure impolitic, fand fraught wilh 
dange r to this R epublic. The difference of hnl!it~, o~ rc lig!on, and 
language, arc insuperable obstacles to a c?rdaal unaon wat.h u~ 
composed of a mixed race; possessing a peculiar character, wall they 
forget tho wrongs, or at least what they .nssu"?e to. be tl1e wrongs, 
they have rece ived .at o~~ band·s, lose thear nallonalaay a'),\.1 become 
quiet and prace-lovang cllazens? . 

W e should draw wisdom from the past--sage lessons a re 'vrallen 
out upon the page of her experience. The history of t.hc 1\loorish 
conquest of Spain, of the conquests made by lmperaal Rome--' 
of the suhjugation of the Emerand hie, and of~oland, un:olds to our 
view a scene well calculated to deter us from mcorporallng b.Y con. 
q\lelt nine millions of people ofsucb a peculiar rnce into this Unim:: 

' 
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'While tho war itself has awakc'ned a deep inte rcet throughout the na• 
1ion ·lhe action of a portion of the member, of the laet Congress, and 
ri.or~ especially the responae that adion hl\s met with from the Noitb. 

.ern portion ofthe. Union, baa given to it a character and importanc:e 
~~~fore uniooked for. The Chief Executive having refrained from an 
-open, manly and frank .declaration of its true design, baa furnished . 
nn occasion fot' a sickly, wild .and reckless fanaticism, to kindle a 
.t()rch of political discord, which unless met on our part with prompt­
ness and decision, may e\·entuate ir,t the final overthrow of our yet 
infant Republic. Your committee bll\'~ . notieed wilh no sm.all ~egrec 
of apprehension and displeasure the. eagerness of a pornon of the 
:'1/orth to seiza upon and render available e\·ery ooeasion to int~rfere 
with, nnd dislurb the dome'stic institutions of tho South. Such mter. 
terence is calculate~ to deprive fhe South not only of the ir just rights, 
I lUI even of that equalilf wilhoul which we arc degraded beneath the 
1lignity of man. S)10uld tho .1\"ational Congress in its wisdom con. 
elude a treaty with.·Mexico, by whieh she ~hould cede·to us a portion 
of her territory, your commillce feel called upon. unhesitatingly. and 
unequivocally to dt'clarc in the language of the message, that any act 
of the Nat ional Legislature which shall appropriale such territory to 
thu ·use of one portion of l~c confederacy to the exclusion of another. ; · 
or which in its pro,·isions shall a nnex ns nn express and fundamental 
condilion to the acqui.silio11 of such /errilory, "lhnl ncilh c'r slavery nor 
involunlary servitude snail e \•cr exist in 'any part, except for crime 
whereof the party shnll .firsl be ·convicted..'' that any and a ll SJ!Ch, acta 
with such provisions, would be tinsurpnti()ns of po\ver not delegated · 
IJy the Constitution,·unequal, unjust; 11nd oppressive in their etfects,_to 
which that JlOrtion of th9 confBdcracy, thus insulted, abused and inJU· · 
red, net·er can consent without an inglorious surrend~r not only of their 
rcsen·cd ri.,hts, but of those guarant!ed IJy the leller and spirit of1he 
National c~mpacl. V.iewing· as we do the Constitution, an offspring 
of concession and cqmpromise, we hold nnd che rish it as the only 
safo~uard ·of our rights-the o'nly protection of Otir lih!!tlies-wbile 
.held by the nation sacred, unpolluted by the unhallowerl touch ofdema­
"O"UC or charlatan, it will continue to dispen'se to all equal justice. 
b ~lanY of the ~orthern Stales through their Legislatures ha,·e 
ndopted as the'ir creed the unjust princi11les of the Wilmot Proviso, 
the reby arro<>aling to themselves pri,·ilcges to the exclusion of c iti. 
zens interested in sla,·e properly. The injustice of such principles i~ 

• too apparent to requi re. comment. Our ancestQfs in common periled 
· thejr lives and prope rty i n the achie,·cma:ntof our independence their 
hlood commin"led in that grJa t slrugglc!- and th('ir united_wi!dom 
and treasure h~vo been IJ!cndcd together in working out and estab. 
ljshing those free and hr.ppy' instilutions, wltich have become ~he ad. 
miration and. enyy of the world. 

We all constitute one common fitmily, equal in our rights and 
privilege!t alike free. to the c~jo~menl of our. rich and extensive in~eri­
tance ; and. any actwn or prmcaple subversavo of a free, unrestricted 
cnjo~ment of the rich blessings handed down to us from the past, we 
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1ogard u a violatiol), aye \l total abrogation of the ConJtitution1 
which when carried into effc!cl, absolves the unfortunate l' ictima or 
aucb action from all allegiance to that aacred instrument. ' SboulcJ 
Congress by ennctment give their aole~n sanction to the' W_ilm?t Pro­
viso, your' committee hold thnt such ncllon would not only JU~llfy, but 
imperntiyely demand the South. to withd~aw her r~presentat1011 from 
the Nationnl Con.,re88, and seYer the Ilea of polillcal brotherhood, 
which now liind together this great and glorious confederacy. The 
public domain purchased witl1 the common tr.ena~re and IJ!ood ?' the 
nation should he alike free to all. No enq111ry mto the quant1ty or 
kind of property the citizens of nny new State or Territory may he 
poueased of should e1•er a rise. Tile Constitution yields to each 
State or Territory the excl1"ive jurisdiction o1·er persons, and only 
require a a Republican Constitution ns an essential pre: requisite for ad . 
mission into the Union. If our Northern hrethrr. n w1ll adhere to the 
provision of the Constitution, let that sacred instrument speak for it. 
self unquestionr.d. The womb of t~me alone c~n unfi·,)d _'he futuro 
deatiny and g-reatne~s ?f the Amencnn Repuhhc. In I' IC~\' of nil 
which, your committee recommend the ndopllun of the fc>llow _mg reso. 
lutions. 

JAMES 1·1. T. LORIMER, Chairman. 
J. 1'. SA~DEHSO!'\. 

SEcTIOX 1. Be it R csolrr.d by the Scuatc and House of llepre.s_cn· 
tafives of the Stale of Flori~ in Gcueral Asscmbl!.! cou~cllc,d, '1 hat 
the power claimell by some ol the Sta~es ?f ~be Un10n (for Congrcs~ 
of tho r nited Stales to exclude the InstitutiOn of sla l'e ry from an} 
territory which may be hereafter ncqnirrd, i~ of l'ital importance to 
the slave holding Stntes, and demands the se r1ous and p~ofound _nttm_l· 
t ion of nil men, at the present momentous and inter~stmi( penocl, 111 

consequence of the impassioned cxcitrrnen.t upon,lhe. su!;J~·ct of ala­
\'e r}'• produced by tho discussion of th~ ." W II mot I roi'ISo Introduced 
into the last Conj!rcss, and othe r exc1t1ng causes. 

SEc . 2. Be it fur/her Jlesoh·cd, That, in the opinion of this <_:ienc­
ral Assembly, a 'just and correct interpretation of the Constit.utiOn of 
United States vests in the 1'erritorial os well as State Leg1slaturcs 
r..rclusire jl.lrisdiction o1·er the persons of. indil·idu~ls within their re­
apecti,·e limits, nnd that it would be arbitrary, unJUSt, 1\~? a usurpa­
tilln of powe r, on the part of Congress, to anne x co~dttiO~~ to. the 

11dmission of B State into the Union, or the anne111ng a 1 e~ntory 
the reto, inl'oll'ing the right of jurisdie~i?n i_n Co~~rress ol'el' th1.s snh­
jrct, which exclusil·cl} he lol)l;S to the 1 em tory Itself before Jls ad. 
mi~•ion into the Union, and to the State afrerwards. . 

SEc . 3. Be itf11rtlier R csolt•cd, That it would he nn 1b1trary 
usurpation of powe r on the part of Congres.s to exclude sl~,- r>:_ from 
any such territory as may hereafier be acqUired by the Umtc States, 
either hy way of indemnity, hy conquest, or purcb~se; th~t th~ peo. 
pie of the T erritory alone ha1·o the right to determ1_ne upon tlus sub­
Ject, and il is for them, while they remain B Temtory, and for tho 
' 
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,State; when they sh!tii ,uk to ·be admitted ·a, ·~ Eltate,l t~ aay whether 
,the .institution of slavery shall exist within the limits of such Terri­
tory or State; they hp,ving, by a just interpretation of the Constitu­
tion, exclusive juriadic~ion over the subject matter within their limits_._ 

Which was received fnd laid upon the tabln. 
1\lr. Fairhanks,frotfi the Committee on Federal Relat ions, asked· 

lea1·e to preaent the following minority report : 

R eport of Ma. FAIRBputs, o11e of the Committee 0,11 Fed(Jral Relations. 

The undersigned, a memher of iho C0t11mittee on Federal Rela. 
lions, to whom was referred tbat portii>n of the Governor's l\Icssnge 
relating to our Federal ~elations, begs lea,·e respectfully to 

RE;PORT: 

That the sentim.,nts expressed in that portio-n of the message of . 
his Exce llency meet my most cordial and hearty concurrence, and 
commencl thcmst!l~es tC) the consideration of this hody, as a st rong, 
forcible, and correct statement of those positions which -we aru call­
ed upon, as a -::onstituent portion of this na_tion, to m!lintain, and for 
which our duty to ours~lves and the South, der:nands we should con. 
tend. . 

. !\lore than eighteen months since, our armies were attacked hy those 
of Mexico, and afier 1,\ long series of unredre~sed wrongs,'injnries and 
insults, a state ofo11en hostilit1es commenced, and bas hee'n contin­
ued to this hour. It seems unnecessary to rcve r,t to the .causes 
of that war in detail ; that "the tear exist& by the act tJf 1l l exico," was 
rleclared by the CongrPss of these U nited States more than e ighteen 
months sine<', with bnt nineteen dissenting mtes in hoth branches of 
the National Legislature/ It seems equally unnecessary a t this day, 
in \' it> IV of the ot·erwhclming tide of po1mlar approval, to discuss the 
.qneslion as to how far the admission of the repnlJlic of T e xas into otrr 
co'llilderacy,- and the su1>sequent and necessary delimce of he r fron. 
liers against the attacks, planned and directed months pre t<iously, by 
tbe Mexican go,·ernment, m:~.y ha1·e had the effcct of precipitating 
the hostile act ion of !lttlx\co towards us. Few a t this clay, it is to be 
presumed, will question the righJ of our assochltcd Congre~s, to re. 
ceive that sister State into the Union, or the propriety of c tt{lnding 
the protection of our aqns o1:er the lit·cs, properly, and lamh of that 

'l!iater State," so recei.-ed hy us, and of the measures which became 
necessary in consequence thereof.' 

With a declared willingl)ess and desire ~n the part of our go,·e rn. 
ment at all times ·to e"ntertain propositions '·of peace, we ha,·e been 
forced, hy the anarchy and obstinacy of the Mexican leaders, to ad. 
vance from one battle field to n.nothe r, until Wll ha1·e adi'Unced nnd 
now. maintain ourselves in the heart of the ir country. llut while 
our patriotic citiZCI:tS from the ~orth and the South, and the East and 
the West, ha1•e pressed forward to tho front of our armies, cold, sel­
fish, calculating, and dishonest demagogues, in a portion oft he Sta~es, 



ne 
have attempted to ~aralyz~ .th~ operati~na of our. G~:ernme~t, an4 
her armies by aflilmcr thetr.odtoua" W tlmot Provtso, declarmg that 
neither sla~ery nor in~oluntary aervitud11 ahall exist in any territory 
which may b11 acquired in indemnity for the claims of our citizens and 
tho exrenses of the war. On the ..one band, proscribing thoo~war and 
its supporters, and on the o\.ller, machinating'"t.o secure far t~eir ex. 
dush·e use the territory and the commerce whtch may be gamed by 
it-an auack upon the copBti.tutional rights given to the people of tho 
Southern States of this Union, to aubserve malicious and interested mo. 
tives. 'fo. repel this aggression. we, the representatives ufthe ~eo. 
pie of this St~Lr, are called ~PO? to p~oteat, and to contest agamst 
such an infraclton of our coostttullonal rtghts. 

Apart from tlie constitutional ~trounds, such an exclusion is a dis. 
honorable return, upon the part of its supporters. for the. zeal and the 
aelf.ancrificina spirit in which tho people of the South have fought the 
battles of ou; common country, and to whose exertions, if te rritory 
be acquired, the country will owe ita acquisition, tbe principles of 
those who would appropriate the territory gained by the valor of our 
arms to the use of one portion of th~ S~ates. to the exclusio~ or tho 
real are alike discreditable for thetr vtolatton of the con~ttlut10nal 
coO: pact, as for thei r deficiency in honesty and f~~r de.aling. . 

It is the ri"ht and prero"ntivc of the future ctttzen~ of such acqut· 
red territory 

0
to decide wh~ther slavery shall or shall not exi~l, and 

this right cannot be _wi,thheld f!om them; a11d all attempts at em· 
barrasaing the negottattoos whtch ~ay take place, or ,the fut~re ac. 
tion of tho government in re~pect to the snme, should be unanunously 
opposed by the people of this Union, aud particularly by the Southern 

States. · · h' h 
Satisfaction for the claims of our citizens, the eaymcnt ol w IC 

has been Jon" deferred by the perfidious conduct of l\lexico, as well 
us indemnity for the expenses of _lh? war, in whole or in part, s_hou!d 
he the sine qua no11 of any negottal!o~~ towar~a a peace, ~s b~tn~ 10 
accordance with the usages of all ct••tltzcd natto~s, a~d at net JUstice. 
If territory be gi••en as indemnity! aa _from tho &tluatton ,ofthatcoun. 
try must necessarily be the cas~, tt wtll take that she can best spare, 
Rn<l which, under our form. of g~verome?t, will .ex ten~ the blea. 
sings of civilization near unmhabtted regwns, whtch wtll _become 
the future homes of the superabundance of our own _popu~alton, and 
the oppressed of e••ery clime. To withdraw ourarmtes \~ttho~t sue~ 
~&tisfiLction and indemnity, would be to place ourselres 10 t e attt· 
tudfl of wrong.doers, and a confession that the acts of our C ogress 
and the united operations of our gorernmenl, have been false and 
fraudulent. It would be saying that wo hnd no wrongs to redreu, 
no injuries to satisfy, no attacks to repulst', and to pronounce that 
our bra1•e sons who hare fallen upon the fie_ld ~f honor. were well 
punished as nuuauders. and met the fate of \' tllams. H we had th~ 
cause togo forwunl, nnd those causes of our onward march bare net. 
ther been remo\·ed nor accomplished, the~ a r J trograde ~?\'e~ent 
would be justifying Mexico and condemnmg ourselves. 1 be lt\·es 
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of our people and 'the treasure of our nation have been lost in Yi:'in,- ' 
:lod we a·re b~anded with .infamy for the past. 

I believe I ex pre~ the voice of the Southern people in saying tbaC . 
we have the right, and ·should continue to occupy ber territory, to 
collect her revenues, and exercise all the' accust<>med and aeknowl.· 
edged r.ights of war, until such satisfaction and indemnity be offerad 
and received as we are justly entitled to, and that such indemnity, it 
territorial, ihould be received, unclogge"d with any restrictions, as thu 
common property of all the pt<ople ofthia Union. 

In accordance with these sentiments, the following resolutions are 
submitted, and the passage thereof recommended : · 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
f?f Florida in General Assembly oonvened, 'fhnt the declaration of 
the Congress of the. United States, made with Rlmost e ntire unanim. 
ity, that tho "war exists by the act of bfe.rico;" renders that \var .na. 
tion~l in its i_nception and progress, and us such, requires and should 
recetvc cordtal and united su1>port . 

2. Resolved, That it is the duty of the A-me·rican Government to­
prosecute tbe war until an' honorable pence, indemnity for the pasi 
and security for the future, are obtained, and that to withdraw our 
armies without obtaining the objects above· specifird, would be a rc. 
proacb to them, and a shame upon·our col)'lmon country. . . 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of our Go•·cmmerit to require sai. 
· isfaclion of Mexico for the just clain'ls of out citizens, and payment 
of tho exp!lnses incurred in the prosecution of the war. 

4. Resolved, That if a'ny T!lrritory shall be ac<lu(red by us, at the 
close of the war, in satisfaction of the claims o( our citizens, and in 
indemnity for th·e expenses incurred in the prosecution of thp war, it 
is tbe right of the people who may inhabit such Territory to decide 
whether the institution of slave ry shall exist there or not; and any 
attempt by Congress to prohibit its existence by law, would he a di. 
reel violation of the compromises of the Federal Constitution, and 
an insult to the sovereignty of the States. 

5. llesolvecl, That the restdction, known as the" Wilmot Pro,·i~o," 
who~cby it. is attempted to l.lpproprialu any T crrito[y which may be 
acqutred to tho use of one ·portion of the confuderucy to the exclusion 
of another, or any :tnd all such aiternr>ted nels and provisions, would 
be odious_usurpations of po~vcr not delcgat~d by the Constitution, un. 
equal; UllJUSI, and"opprcssh·e in1thcir eU~c!s, and to which tha.t por. 
lion of the confederacy thus insulted, a bused, and injured, can nc1·er 

. • consent, without an inglorious,surrcndcr, nut only of their rese r.•·ec.J 
rights, but of those guaranteed by the letter and spirit of the :\"a ti"onal 
Compact. . · 

G. llesolretl, Tl111t tho G01·ernor of this State he rflquesletl to · 
transmit copies of these resolutions to our Senators awl Representn. 
tive in Congress, the Speaker of the llou·sc of Reprcseuta!ives;aml· 
President of the Senate, and the Governors of thn several t;tates. 

. . G. R. FAIRBA:\"KS, 
One of IJ!e Committee on 1-'ederal Relations. 

\ 
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\Vhich .wu rccei1•ed and laid upon the table. 
Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolleif Billa, rt!ported

1 

hill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for tho 
election of Electors of President and Vice Presidon\ of the United' 
Stlltes, approved January 6, 18·17; 

Alao, 11 bill entitled, An act to make the certificates of the Treas. 
urer of this Siato recei1•able in payment of all public dues, 11s cor. 
rectly enrolled. 

Mr. Avery, from a Select Committee, prcsente() the foiiBwing re. 
port: -

Mr. Avery, from the Select Committee to whom was refe rred a 
~ill to provide for the sale of the Silteenth Sections granted by Con. 
gress to the State lor tbc support of Public Schools, and for consoli. 
dating tbo Scbool Fund, asks leave to REPORT the same back 
without nrhendment, and to be discharged from th'O furthe r conside. 
ration the reof. 

Your Committee, nwnre tha t the opinion premils, that so fitr as 
the bill proviJes lor tho sale of the sixteenth sections, it would he \'Oid 
if passed, have thought proper to embrace within this report, the luw 
under which tho State holds the' Sixteenth Sec tions, togethe r with 
some fu els connected with thPm. 

T hu law under which the Sta te claims tho Sixteenth S ections, i ~ 
in these words: 

B e it enacted, 4·c .. That in cot~ridemtioll of the couces~irms made 
by the :Stale of F lorida in 1'CSJ>CCt uf the Public ],wuls, the ir b.: 
granted to tho Stale scctror1 number sixteen in eve ry town­
ship, or other lands equivalent thereto, lor the use of the inhabitants 
of such townshiJl, lor tho support of Public School~ , &c. 

The conside ration for which the sixteenth sections 1cerc granted /a 
the S tale, was concessions made hy the S tate, not by th'o townships to 
which . the ir usc i~ limited. 

The practice of granting the sixteenth sections to the townships 
for the support of Schools, was first ntloptcd with r£garJ to the :"iorth 
\Vest T erritory- a country, in which the land is uu iformly fertile, 
nnd where the di\'ision IJy township lines could readily IJc made n­
vailnblc, in organizing communities. 

It is well known that in mauy of the ~orthern S tates, every town 
has <I scp11rate organ ization, is 11 republic within it sell; possc.~ses lcgi•­
lath•c, cxccuti\'e anti juJ icial otlicc rs, distinct from S tate control. 

Under such c ircumstances, the law which limited the use ut' the 
sixteenth section to tho townsh ip in which it was situated, was wise. 

The town, ha,·ing nn immediate and direct intert•st in the proper 
management ot'thc :::iehool Funrl, would render it more e. tlicicnf than 
it could be made l>y the :::it:J.te (;o,·ernment. J 

But our s ituation is widely ditli!rcnt from the irs. So di,·ersc is the 
cha r.tctcr of our soil, such t lie nature of our institutions, nml disposi­
tion of our pnople, that it is impossible t~ org11nizo school communi­
ties with much relerencc to townshiJl lines. 

It is not unworthy of note, that the grant to Florida is cxprcssct! 

' 
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In diffouelll fa~tguage from the· grant to the .other Statei,-tbe former 
being made to the 8~ for the we of the inhabitants of tbe tOWJI.o 
ship,-the latter directly to the ~nl!abila'!!-'. of tbe townahipa •. 
· That it will bl! absurd and unJUit to hmst tbe use of the a1xteentb ·, 
sectio'ns to the' inhabitant!!' of the town.tiipe in which' they are aitoa• 
ted, your' Committee think will clearly appear from the f~llowing 
statement. . · 

'fhe \vbole number of &W'I'IIIJ'.d township!!, whole and fractional, 
in which the State ia entitled tu si1teenth aectione, is 734 
'fhe number of townahipa containing whole eilteenthe, ia ' ll51 
The numb.er of townabips in which the aillteenths is wliollt or 

partly deficient, . 183 
"rho number of sf'ctions and parts of sections, inclwed in valid 

private elaima, your Committee ~ave been unable to aaeertain-it ia, 
however, large, 

Some of.tbe townships which contain whole ai1teentlta are only 
fradwnal township~. 

Many of the township's which contain fractional sixteenths arl' 
nearlyw/rck townships. · · 

There are many of the townships in \'l'hich the iixteenth section• 
are valueless on account of the poverty of I he soil. 

Tbere are some towns~ips in which tho si1teenth section ia al• 
moat tbe only part valuable. . . . 

These tiu:ts sbow the unequal diatribotion of the bene/M to be de· 
rived from ~he grant of the •ilteenth aectiona to tbe 1186, of the in. 
habitants o(the township in wlii~li the aisteenth aectiotJ i• ·situated. · 

Again : Wbere there are fractiol)al townships in which there are 
no ai1teenth aeciions, the State is authorized to aelect for each town· . 
ahip a quantity land, in li/lu of the siateenth aection, proportioned to 
the size of the township. . . 

Where the sixteenth sections are inclwed in·printe claims, other 
lands "equivalent thereto" may be selected in "lieu thereof," blily 
limited to the land district " m~st adjacent to sai.d Janda taken up by 
private claims." 

No provision is made for those townships iJI which the sitteen.th 
sections are valueless, on account of the poverty of the toil ; there. 
fore ahould a village, or .city even, be located in a towmbip where 
the sixteenth section is Ynlueless, it is plain lliat the inflahitaots 
could derive no benefit fr~m the' pretferrt proYisinn. · 

There are m11ny of the townrhips, whole and fractional, which 
• will probably never be inhubite!l, . 

. There are many, \vhieh w\11 be inha~ited by a claaa of people 
who. will not be able tu derive any benefit . from the sixteenth aection 
or fractional section, to which their township or fractional township 
ia entitled, owing to its lx-inl(located in a part or the-land diatriet far 
diitant from tbeir_townsbip. 

In many caeea it must ao happen, that the benefit to be derived 
from the ei:ttl!'enth section, or the Ianda aelected ia lieu of deficient. 
aixteentlt se clions, to the inhabitants of the towJMhips to wtwca they 

15 ' ' . . 
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boiMig; would not cumpeMate for the trouble and eiJJ61110 it would' 
require io· derive an income from it. Eapeeially would thia be the 
eaae, where 1he laiMI aeleeted in lieu of a deficient sixteenth aeetion,· 
or in lieu·of one eO'I"'Irtd hy a pt'ivate grant, ia at a diatailee from tho 
townabip te whielr it belet~p. . 

'fo melle· thia·matter plaine• if pouible, an example will be given~ 
Fractional township one, North, Range"'30, Weet, lies principally' 

in Eaeambia ee11nty, North and· West cf the mouth oJ Eaeambia 
river. Ita fractional 11xteenth seetio01· aaounting to 320 aerea, i .. 
included in a printe claim. Land in lien i•aboot·being seleeted·in 
aome part oftbe Jaacl diatriet West ofthe·Suwanaee. 

'fbere ia not, ao far aa your CommiUee can aaeeRaln, one peraou 
permanently .located in the township, and probably never will be ; 
but should it ever happen that a reeident desirtd-tD' ani! himaelf of· 
the fund to be derived from the School Land to which his township ia 
entitled, ho must first ascertain at the Regiater's· 6ftiee in 'Falla. 
hauee, where the land is situated to which his township is entitled' 
tlte uae ..... not to the proceed• of aale-but tho use. . Havin!f found 
the land, be mull devise some way by which an income, may be de.· 
rind from• it. 

The Janda aelected to make up the dt>ficient sixteen~b. sections are· 
taken in·H Ja111e bodiea aa good vacant lan~a can be fdund-no leg~l . 
uao cRn bo made of them by tho townab1ps but- to lease them-1f 
leased, they must be at low rates, and generally to tenants not punc. 
tual in their payments, and who will exhaust the land. 

If notleued, and not constantly watched, squatt~ra will take pos. · 
aeuion and commit wute. 

To collect the rente· aad prevent waste, will in moat eases, even­
where the recipieota of ell the benefits· are few in n?mber, cost more· 
in time and money than the value of the benefit denved. 

1Jhe10 facta show 111 further : 
First-That if the benefit to be deri\·ed from the sixteenth sec.· 

tiontt is indeed to be limited to the inhabitants of the township in 
which such section is aituated, the land aelected by the State for 
thoae townsbipl' in wbicb- the sixteenth sections are. deficient, or in 
wbieh-tbe sixteenth aectiens are included in privatef clai'lls, must, so 
long aa there 81'0 no "inhabitants of such to\vnsbips," be legally o{ 
uo use to any one~ ·. 

Second-That the sixteenth sections, and the land selected by the 
State for those townahips·in which the aixteenth ~ectiona ~re defici. 
ent, or are included in private claims, can be ~f no lal .~ul us11 to 
any one, ao long aa the inhabitants of the tow!'sh1ps to w 1cb these 
lands belong-are either too ft~w, too poor, too 1gnorant, too proud,.or 
too indolent, to avail themselves of the use of them, or do not eonstd. 
e r the aavantages to be derived from them, worth their time and at. 
tent ion. 

Much, therefore, of the School Lands, wben.seleeted by the Sta!e, 
must remain forever \Yithout a legal owner.....o.wJtbout any one reecn·. · 
iu& lawfully the ltaat·beoeil from ·them.-

' · 

• 

115 

To show more plaittly the pe~feet foily· of pursuing the plan te 
which 't. has li'cen euppoaed we were confined by law-and the ' 
unequal· distribution which must be mRde of the School Fund, if tbia 
plan is purauell, ·your Committee will select a few of tho countiea. · 
moat favorably situated for the operation of the law, and show tho 
great inequality which exists even in t~em. 

(It .is but just to elate, that the fa.ets in reference to theae eounties 
were derived from the gentleman 'who f9rmerly held tlte o.flice ·of 
Presid~nt' of the Board of Trustees of Seminary Ianda.) · 

Lton Cf)unly has the · largest proportion of good land, at1d the 
.densest population ofany·county in the State. 

This county contninstwenty:aeven whole and fractionalto\Vnships. 
.In twelve of these, the aixteenth sections are worth from one to 

six dol ~nrs per acre. 
In four othera, .fhe sixteenth section~ lie in other counties, (only 

one belill\'Cd to bo of any value,) and the remaining eleven 
fall within the pine burrena; or Forbes' ~:rant-worth nothing. Yet 
on these last class of townships, there are r!Jaident more than one 
hundred families, lllllst of therw poOf'. . 

Gauden Ccunty eont!Mns tn ita area, eilty.hvo wllole and frae. 
tiona) townships-forty of therw within Forbes' grRnt. · · 

Of the. remaining twenty:two, not more than eight or• ten of tl1e 
aixteenths are of any ''!"lue-leaving more than one-half of t,ba\ pop. 
ulation without any substRntial School Fund. ·. · 

In Jej[P.,son ·County there are t\venty.seven whole and fractional 
townships, afl'urding not more than seven or eight aixteenth sections · 
of any \•alue,. ' . 

;lladison County contains one !JUndred and the whole nnd frae. 
.tiona! tow,nships. . . 

In ten of these, the sixteenth sections are of some value; in the 
remaining ninety:ftve they are · worth nothing. If tbia. eumination 
be carried into East and West Florida,'tbe reault will be fooad to be 
even more unfavorable. ' 

A II of which is respectfully: submitted. 
. 0 . .1\1. A VERY, Chairman. 

G. R. FAIRBANKS, 
S. L. BURRITT. 

Which was received and lajd upon th~, table untilto.morro\v. 
'fhe following eommuaieation was tril.nsmitted to His Excellency 

the Governor : 
. "'SE~ATE Cu.t.XBER, Dec. 21, 1847. 

His ExcelleDey W. D. l'tlosELEY, Governor: 
Sra :-1 have the honor herewith to transmi!, for your considera. 

tion, the (ollowing_ bflls, passed by the two Houses of the General 
Assembly, and signed by tllo presiding oflicers-tbercof, viz: 

A bill t>ntitled, An a.ct to amend an act entitled an act t<J p'rovide 
for tbe election of Electors of President and ·Vice President of the 
·tr nited States, approYed January 6, 1847. 

\ ( 
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A bill entitled, An aet to make the certificate• of the Treuurer ol J 
tbia State receinble in payment of all pllhlic dues. 

Very reapectfully, . , 
C. W. D6WNING, 

Secretary Senate. 
Mr •. Fairbanks, from 1M I oint Select Committee appointed toes-. 

amine and compare the amendmenlalo the Conatitution of tbia State 
paued atthia«llion with the original enrolled bill paa~ed at the lut 
ae11ion, reported the billt u correct. · 

The Houae returned Seaate. bill eDiitled, An act rolati•e to the 
dutiea and compensation of the AdjYI&Ql and luapector Geueral of 
tbia Stste, aa puaed without amend11111nt. • 

Tbe House returned Senate bill eatitled, An act to autboraze the 
e1ecutora of George Kingaley, deceaaed, to at'll real eat~te; 

Also, Senate resolution relatiYe to adjournment •ine dae on the 22d 
inataiit. 

Said blll and re10lution weN merely endoraed "passed aa amen-
ded." · . 

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, the Secretary wu matructed to re. 
turn said bill and re10lution to the House, and ask' i( they ba,•e been 
amended by the House, and if 10, wherein they ban been amended. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engroaaed bill eDtitled, An act coneerning attachments ia thia 
Stall'!, 

Was, oa motion, poatponed until to-morrow. ( . . . 
Engroaaed bill entitled, An act 10 to amend tb~ Con.lllatu!ton ofth11 

State aa to enable the Governor, 1\tajore General, Br&gadaera Gene. 
ral and commandiac officere of Regiments to fill their staff oftieere 
wi:bout taking there from commiaaioned officers of the line, 

Wu read a third time, and on the quMtion, "Shall the bill paaa?" 
che yea• and nays were : · . . 

Yeaa-Me11ra. COllin, Fairbanka, Moseley, Praeat, Smatb, Tabor, 
Tracey, Walker, Wau-9. , . 

Naya-Mr. Pre~ideM. Meaara. Avery, Breit, Buwtt, Floyd, Lor. 
rimer, McMillan-7. . . . , . . • 

There r&ot being the requisite conslltut10nal maJOrity, aaad ball wu 
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Engr011ed bill eutitled, ~· act t? pre~eribe the feet of the Allor. 
ney General of tbia State an certaan cues, ; 

Was read a third time; ud on the question," ehallthe·bill paaa 1" 
1 be yeu and naye were: . . . 

Yeaa-Mr. President,-Me11ra. Avery, Breit, Burrttt, Coalln, Faar. 
banks, Floyd, Lorrimer, McMillu, Priest, Smith, Trecf Y• Walker 
-13. ) 

Nays-1\feura. l\loaelcy, Tabor, Walta-3. 
So said bill passed. Title aa stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House • 
.BiiHo be entitled, An Act to amend the twelfth clause of the fiftb 

H7 
:article oftbe Conatitution of this State, 10 lhltbe 1pdges of'tba Cir. 
~uit Courts . shall bold their officea for eight Jeara fn~tead of duriQg 
,good bcbaYaor, "' · 

Was read a second tiine. 
·Mr. Floyd moved to ·amend by: adding : 
S~:c. a. · Be fl further eruu:ted, 'fhat the el.Menth section of th11 

.liRh article o'fthe Constitution of this State be ao amended as to read 
aa follo\VI, viz;; "1uatices of tbe Supreme Court, Cbancellore, and 
.Judges of the Circuit Courts aball t.e elected bj the vote of the peo. 
ple ofihis Sta&e." 

On the ques&ion of the adoption of the ameadments, !he yeu and 
nays ·were c~&lled for by Meaara. F~oyd and Walker, and were; 

Yeas'""'Me11ra. Coati11, Floyd, Walker; · Watt-4. . 
Naya-Mr. President, Meaara. Avery, Brect, Burritt, Fair'Jt.nk., 

Lorrimer, McMillan, M~ley, Smitb, Tabor, 'fracey-11. 
So tho Seoate refused to ad9pt the ame'*nent. 
Mr. Fairbank_a.moved to add the followill.g; 
Szc. ·a. The eleventh ~1-e of the fifUa article of the Constitu. 

1ion of this State &hall be a .. ended 10 as tAil read as follows, viz .­
.Justices oftbe SuperiOr Court, Chancellor ud 1udgf.s of the Circuit 
Courts, shall be nominated by tbe Go,·ernec to ·tlie Senate, and ap. 
proved by a majority of the Senate. · 

On motion, the Seo•te _toek a reeeaa untiJ llalf past 2 o'clock. 

2j .o'CLOCK, P • . K. 

The Senate reaumed the. consideration ol the bill to 'be entitled 
An act to amend the 12th claulll of the 5th article of the c·onstitutio~ 
of thia State so that the ludgea of.tbe Circuit Courts &ball hold their 
ofliees for eight year. instead of during good behaYior. 

The question beio~t put on the adoption of the amendme11t offered 
by Mr. Fairbanks, tile ,yeas and nays were called for by Meaara. Fair. 
baoks and Floyd, and were~ 

'f'eaa-:\leaara. A.uatin, Costin, Fairbanks, Walker-4. 
Nay-.~r. Pre.ident, Me~ra. A'very, Breit, Burritt, F_loyd, Lorri. 

mer. McMallan, Meaeley, Pneet, Tracey, Watt.&--11. · 
.So tbe Senate niueed to adopt the amendment. 
Mr • .B•!rritt mOI'ed to poat!M?ne said bill indefinitely. 
On wbach t~e yeu and nays were called for by Me111ra. Floyd an4 

Burritt, and were : · · 
Ye~Meaara. BUrritt and Tracey-2. · 
Nay&--Mr. Preiident, Meura. Avery;. Austin, Brett Costin Fair. 

.banks, Floyd, McMillan, 1\fosely, Priest, Smith, Walk~r, Wat~13. 
· So the Senate refused' to poetpone said, bill indefinitely. . 

Mr. McLean moved to atrike out the word "nom.inated by the 
-GoYernor to the Senllte, ar&d,_, the nomination approved by a majority 
.of the whole number of Senators" occurring in· section 1. - . 

On wbicbthe_yeuand aays were caHedfor b.r Meur.J. Austin an41 
Tabor, and were: 
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Yeaa-Mr. Preaident, Mear.. Avery, .iuatin, Brett, l:.orrlme .. 
.McMillan, Moseley, Tracey, W.alker, Watta-10. 

Naya-"Mean. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, l?rieat, Smith, 
Tabor-7. · 

So said words were strieken out. 
Mr. Tracey 111oved to lay aaid hill upon the table. 
On which the yeaa and naya were called for by Meun. Floyd and 

Tracey, and w.ere : , 
Yeas-Meaara. Austin, Burritt, Lorrimej, Moaely, Tracey-5. 
Nays-1\fr. President, Meun. Avery, Brett, Costin, Fairbanks, 

Floyd, Mcl\fil)an, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts-12. 
So the Senate refused to lay the bill upon the table. 
Ordered that aaid bill be .engroaed for a third reading to.morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the time of holding elec. 

tiona, and for holding the ngular aeuions of the General Assembly, 
\Vaa read a second time. 
Mr. Tracey moved to poatpone mid bill indefinitely. . 
On which the yeaa and nays were called for by Meun. Farrbanks 

and Walker, and were: 
Yeu-Mr. President, Me11n. Brett, Moseley, Tabor, Tracey, 

Watta-6. ' 
Naya-~fe11ra. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, 

Lorrirner, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Walker~ll. 
So the Senate refuaecl to postpone said bill indefinit~y. 
Ordered that Mid bill be engroued for a third reading to.morrow. 
House resolution expreaive of thanks to Meun·. Randall, Brock. 

enbrough, and Baker, examiners of Thompson'• Digeat-
W aa read a third time and on the question of ita pauage, the yeaa 

and n"ys were called for by Meurs. Fairbank and Ooatin, and were: 
• Yeas.-!\lr. Preaidont, Meurs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burrill, Fair. 

bank, Floyd,.Lorrimer, Mc!\lillan, Priest, Smith, Tracy. Walker and 
Watts-14. 

Naya.-!\feun. Costin, Mosely, and Tabor~. 
So Mid Reaolution paned, 
Bill to be entitled an act, to make permanent the Judgeship of the 

Southern Judicial Circuit, was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, laid on the 
table. 

Bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, relating to crimea and 
IJli&demeanora; was on motion of Mr. Burritt, postponed until to-mor• 
row. 

House bill entitled an act, to exempt the citizens of Levy County 
from se"ing as jurymen beyond the limits of said County, "'I' read a 
a second time. 

Mr. Fairbanks moved to amend by adding at the end of llli bill the 
following, \'iz: . . . . . . . . 

Excepting such of the mhaLrtanta resrdmg wrthm forty mrles o( 

Alachua Court House. 
Which was adopted, the amendment ordered to be engrossed, and 

lhe bill 1\S amended ordered for 1\ tbird reading on to-morrow. 

' 

' 

·, 
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. Ho~se til)' entiile'd «tl lcf in addition to tb· tfeYel'a{acll colleern· 
mg. W•lls, Letten Teatar_n~ntary, Letters of Administration, and the' 

. ~uues of Executors, Adm1mstratora and G uardiana, u•aa read a: second 
lime. • ·. 

Mr. B.urritt 1110ved to postpone aaid bill indefinitl!lf. · 
On which the ·yens and nays were called for by Meura. Fairbanks·· 

and Burrlft11Jnd were : . · 
Yeaa:....Mr. ·President, Meul'l. A \'ery; Auatin, Brett, Burritt, Lorri.· 

mer, McMillan, Moseley, Tracey, Walker, Waus....:.u. 
Naya-Meura. Costin, Fairbankil, Floyd Prielll~ 
So said bill was indefinitely postponed. · ' ' 
House bill entitled, An net to make valid the proceedings of sundrf' 

persona commill5ioned as 1usticea of the Peace of this Stnte 
Was read a second time, and.on motion of Mr. But-iitt, ordered for· 

to-morrow. .-
House bill entitled, An act in addition to an actio organize Courts 

of Probate for the State of Florida, 
Was .r~ad a secoil~ tfme, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to 

the Jud1c1ary Commrttee. . · 
House bill entitled, An act to repeal an act entitled, An act to· 

amend an ac.t to eatablia~ a tarifl' of. fees, approved February 15, 
1834, and wh1ch was apfJroved Dec, 27, 1845, -

~~~~ read a secoud time, and on motion of ~fr. Burritt, postponed 
Onlllto.morrow. . . . , 

Resolutio\t relative to the Wilmot Proviso, was read a second tinre 
and ordered to be engroued for a third reading to-mllrrow. ' ' 

~ouse Reaolu\ionuelative to the appointment by the Go.vernor of 
Just1ces of the Peace, 

Was on motion of Mr. Fioyd, ordered to be placed lint among 
the orden for to.morrow. . 

House bill entitled, An Act. to defihe t.?e Western bo.undary of 
Jackson county, and to repeal nn act there•n named· 

Was rea~ a second time as amended. . · ' 
The amendm~nts orde.red to he engroued, arid._tlie bill ·u amended 

ordered for a th1rd readmg to-morro,v. , 
Bill to be eutitled, A:il Act to organize the county of Holmes, 

came up on its s.econd reading ; 
On motion of Mr. Brett, the Se,nll'te reaoh-ed itself into a Commit.· 

tee of the Whole on said uill, 1\lt. Floyd in tho Chair. A'fter some 
time spent t~erein, tlie Committee· rose, and by their Chairman re.· 
port~d the_ b1ll back to tlie Senafe with amendments, and asked to­
be d1s.charged from tlie furfher consideration thereof· 

Which report was concurred in. · . ' ' 
House bill entitled, An .(ct tn relation to Roads and H ighways in· 

the counties of Washington, Benton and Hamilton· · · 
Was read the first time, and ordered for a aeco;d reading to-mor. 

row. . 
. Houae bill entitled,. An Act Jo authorize certain persona to estab. · 

Hsh a Ferry acrou the Apalachicola·ril'er at Chattahoochee, 
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W u read the firat Cime, and ordered for a aecond' reading to.mor;, 

row. 1 

Houae bill entitled, An Act to authorize the Treuurer of Alachu• 
county, to pay ?re~ to the Treasurer of Marion county the amount of 
the ~ounty tu m hts banda uaesaect and collected upon Ianda lyiolJ in 
Marton county, 

Wu read tho first time, and ordered for a aeeond reading to-mor~ 
row. 

House bill entitled, An Act to 11mend the '"''era! acta -regulatmg 
Judicial Proceedinga, 

Was read rfle firat time, and ordered for ~ aecond reading to.mor. 
row. 

House bill entitled, An A:et to amend an aoet to amend an act tO' 
amtlnd the Execution laws, approfed 15th March, 1847 

Was read the first time, and Otdered for a second re~ding to-mor• 
row. 

House bill ~ntitlea, An Act to- change the name of W. J. Mc­
Caughan, of Gadsden county, 

Wu read the first time, and orderoo for 11 second reading to-mor. 
row. 

House bill entitled, An act to change tire- name of Sarah A •• ~J. 
at on, 

Wu read the first time and ordered for a second reading to.mor• 
row. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 16(o'clock. 

W EDNESDAY, December 22, 1847. 
The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. . 
R e:v. Mr. Choice officiated aa Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the proeeedioga of yesterday were read' 

and approved. · 
~fr. !\~cLean gue ?oti\•e that ~e would at some future day ask 

leave to mtroduee a btll to be entitled, An act to authorize James 
Cockroft to establish a ferry across Shoal river. 

Mr. Floyd presented the petition of sundry citizens of A:palachicola, 
11raying the repeal of their charte r. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, referred' fo the Committee. on Corpora. 
tiona. f 

Mr. Fairbanks, from the com111it1ee on Enrolled Billa; reported ao 
bill entitled, An a:ct reiRtive to the duties and' compensa1 ion of the 
Adjutant and Inspector General of this State, as correctly enrolled. 

A meaaage was receh•ed frorrrtlle Houae informing the SenaJe that 
rhe House had concurred in the resolution adopted by the Seljate on 
yesterday to go into the election of Judge of the Southern Circuit o( 
this State to-dav at It o'clock, M. 

The following communication "'" transmitted to his Excellency, 
lhe Governor : 

' 

121 
. . . I . . -

. . SENATE CIIAHnEa, Dec. 22, 1847. 
To His Excellency w; D. MosELEY, 

Governor of Florida : · , 
SIR :-1 have the honor herewith to transmit for your consideration 

a bill to be entitled, An' act relative to the duties and .compensatio~ of: . 
the Adjufant and Inspector Gene_ral of this Stale, passed by th.e two. 
Houses of the Gimeral Assembly, ·and signed by the presiding officer• · 
thereof. · 

By order. of the Senate. 
Very Reapec!fully, 
·. W. C. DOWNING, 

· ~:lee; Senate . · 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House resolutions rclati1·o to' the appointment by tho Governor of 
J usticcs of the Peace, &c. 

Were read a aec~nd time and ordered for a third read in~ to -morrow. 
Engrossed resol11tions "in relation to the Wilmot Pro1·isn, 
W ere read a third time. 
1\lr. Floyd moved to amend by inserting the word "unanimously" 

after "resoln!d," in ht section. . 
Which amendment was unanimously adopted. . 
On the question of the' adoption of the resolutions, the yeas anti 

nays were,called for by 1\leiiSrs. Floyd and Walls, and \,·ere, 
Ycas-:\lr. Presidcnt, l\les"srs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burrill, Costin, 

Fairbanks, t'!oyd, Lori.mer, 1\fcl\fillan, Priest, Smitl1. Tabor, :rraccy,. 
Walker, Watts-16. · · 

Nays-1'\onc. · 
So the resolutions were adopted. 
Engros!ed bill entitl~d, An act to amend the 12th. clause of tho 

5th Articl<l of the Constitution of this :State so.tlmt tho Judges t.r'the 
Circuit C~urts shall h,old their o!Jices for a term of years instead of 
during good behavior, 

Was rend a third time, and on thl' question, u ·sf.allthc- hill pass?" 
the yeas and nny~ were, · 

Yeas-i\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Drell, Costin, Fair. 
hanks, Floyd, Lorimer, 1\lci\lillan, l'riest, Smith, Tabor, \\' alker, 
" 'nlls-14. · 

1'\nys-:\lcssrs. Burrill and 'Fracey-:l. 
There being the requisite COI]Siitulional majority, tl.c Lilt passed. 

Title as slated. 
Ordered that the Fame be cert ified to the H ousP. 
Engrossed bill entitled, Au 1Acl to pro1)idc. for the time of Jwldin"' 

Elections, and fill holding r!'gular sessions of the General ,\s~•·rnl,)y~ 
Was read a third time, and on the questio_n, _ Shall the IJi ll .pas~? 

tlie yeas and nays were : 
Yens-Messrs: Avery, Austin, Burrill, Costin, Fairhan!>s, Lorri­

mer, 1\lci\lillan,l'riest, Walker-9. 
- 16 
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Naya-Mr.·Preaident, Meun. Brett, Floyd, Smith, Tabor, 'i'ra.· 
cey, Watta-7. · 

So aaid bill paued. Title aa alated. 
Ordered that the aame be certified to the Houae. 
Engroeaed bill entitled, An Act concerning Attachments in tbiw 

State, 
Waa read a third time, and on tho question, Shall tb!l bill pau? 

the yeaa and naya '1\'ere : . 
Yeaa-Mr. President, Mesara. Burritt nrnl Walla-a. 
Naya-Meur~. Avery, Amlin', Brett, Coatin, Fairbanka, Floyd, 

Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker-I:!. 
So aaid bill waa lost. 
Bill lobe entitled, An Act tn nmend an act entitled an act to or­

g:~nize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida·; 
Waa read a second time, and ordered to be engroa!led for a third 

reading to-morrow. 
House bill entitled, An Actio change tho name of W. J. Me. 

Caugban, of Gadsden county, · . 
\Vaa read a aecond time, and ordered for a third reading tO. morrow. 
Houao.biil entitled, An Actio chango tho name ofSarali /(,; Alston, 
Waa read aaecond time, and ordered for a third reading to.niorrow. 
House bill entitled, An Act to authorize certain penons to estnb': 

liah a Ferry acrou tho Apalachicola river at Chattahoochee, 
\Vaa read a second time, and ordered for a third rea<l!.,ng to.morr.o\1·. 
The time having arrived at which the two Houaea were to go into 

the .election for Judge of the Southern Circuit, 
Mr. Barritt moved a call of the Senate. 
Whereupon there were present : 

. Mr. Prewident, Messrs. Averyr Aul!lin, Brett; Burrill, Costin, 
Fairbanks, :Fioyd,.Lorrimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tra-
cey, Walker, Watta-16; · 

On motion, Meura. Burritt, Fnirbanks and Avery, were nopointcd 
a Committee to inform tho House that tho Senate waa nnw ready to 
go into the election of a Judge for the Southern District; which 
Committee informed the Senate that they had performed that duty. 

A Committee from the House infor!Jied tho Senate that that body 
was now ready to go into tho election of a Judge. 

Nominations being in order, 
Mr. Burritt nominated Joaepb B. Lancaster. 
Mr. Costin nominated ,Adam Gnrdon. 
Mr. Smith nominated Thomaa Randall. 
Which nominations were aent to the House by a Committee, cou. 

hilling of Meura. Fairbanks, McMillan and Lorrimer. / 
The Houao, by a Committee, inf(\rmed tho Senate t~at the fol­

lowing nominations were made in tho House, viz: 
Joseph B. Lancaster, Adam Gordon, George \V. McRae, '.L'homu 

RandaH.· 

I 

I ' 
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niJIT BALLOTING. l 
-For J01eph B. Lanccuter-Mr. President,' Meura; Avery, Aualin. 

Brett, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Trncey, Walker, Watta-10, 
For G~ge W.·Macrae-M~. Prieat-1. 
For Tlwt/UJ8 RandaU-Meura. Fairbanks, Floyd, Smith, Tabor 

.-4. ·. · . 
For Adam Gordon-Mr. Costin-1. 
W.hich result ·was communicated to the H~use. . 
Mr. Fairbanks moved a call of the Senate, whereupon there were 

preseat, , 
Nlr. President, Meurs. Avery,-,Austin, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fair- . 

bankl!t ~orimer, 1\lci'fillaa, Priest,. Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, ' 
Watts-15. . · · 

On motion of Mr. B~rritt; the action of tho .Senate, relatil"e to the 
election of Judge, w.aa 8J1Spended until ·the.1esult in the House ahould 
he communicated to the Senate, and the Se.nate proceeded with the 
ordea. · 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act relatil·e to Elections in 
this State, passed December 29, 1845, 

Was read a·aecond time, and on q:~otion of MT. Avery, referred to 
the Committee on Elections, with instructions to report on said bill 
to.rnorrow. . 

On motion, J\feurt.; Fairbaaks, McMillan, and Walla were ap­
pointerla committee to inform the. House that the Senate had suspen­
ded ,proce~dings,'relatil·e .to tho electi~n of Judge, uri til 2~ o'clock. 

On inollon, the Senate took. a recess until 2! o'clock. 

:l~ o'ci.ocx, r. l! • 

A eommittee from the House inf)rmed the Senate that the resi11t 
of the vote for election of Judge for the Southern Judicial Circuit 
th is morning, was as follows, viz: · · ' 

For George W. Macrae; ·5 
· Joseph B. Lancwste~, 19 

Adam Gordon, 2 
Thomas ~ndall, , 8 

1\lr. Floyd moved that the Senate proceed to the election of J udge 
lor the Southern .Circuit. • 

A c.ommittee from the ~use inforl)'lcd the Senate that Jose~h B. 
Lancaster had .been by tbe House doclaretl duly elected Judge of the . 
Southern Circuit. · 

The President dec[ded that a mlljority of the whole number elect­
ed in each House' bcing nel:essary h>.a,choice, there was no election. 
Where~pon Mr. Tracey appealed' from the decision of the' Chair. 
On whtch the yeas an~ nays were called for hy'Messrs.· Tracey 

and Burritt, and were 1 · · . 
~ eaa-M~sara. Brett, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, McMillan, Prie£1, 

Smttb, Tabor, Walker, Watts-10. . 
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Nays-1\Iessl'!l. Avery, Auetin, _Burritt, Lorimer, Tracey-~. 
so the decision of the Chair was sustained. , 
On motion, the committee consisting of Messl'!l. Fairbanks, Me. 

.Millan, and W a ttl were instructed to inform the House fbat the Sen. 
ate was now ready to proceed to a second voting. 

Mr. Costin withdrew the name o( Adam. Gordon. 
A committee from the House· informed the Senate that the narne of j 

Adam Gordon had boen,withdr!lwn. 

SECOND BALLOTING. 
. I 

For Joseph B. Lancaster-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Anstin, 
Brett, Burritt, Lorrimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, \Vatts-10. 

For Randall-Messl'!l. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 
Tabor_:_6, 

For Macrac-None. 
Which result was communicated to the House. 
Result In the House : 

For Larica!tor, 19 
Randall, 12 
Macrae, 4 

The President announced t.hat there was no election. 

TlliRD YOTINC. 

For Lancasler-1\fr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, 
Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, ·walker, Watts-10. 

For Randall-Messl'!l. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 
'fabor-6. -

For Macrae-0. 
Which result was communicated to the House. 
Reault·in tho House ; 

For Lancaster, 
Randall, 
Macrae, . 1 The President announced that there was no electwn. 

FOURTH YOTl:SG. 

HI 
1:1 
3 

For Lancas/er-1\fr. President, Messl'll. Avery, Austin, Bretr, 
Burritt Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, \VI\tts-10. 

·For' Randall-Messl'f!. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith 
'fabor-6. · 

For ltfaerae-0. 
Which result was communicated to the Houso. 
Result in the House : 

For Lancaster, 10 
Randall, 12 
Macrae, 4 

'l'he President announced that there was no ele.ction. 
' I 

) 

' 

I. 
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.FI""Il VOTING• 

,For Lanc~ter-Mr. Preaid~nt, M.eura. Avery, _Auatip,.Brett, Bpr. 
rill Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watta-::>,10. 
' For Ra~l ..... Measl'!l. ·Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 
.Tabor-6. · · · 

.For lt(acrae-0. 
Result in the House : 

For Lancaster, 19 
· Randall, 12 

Macrae, ~ 4 
The President announced that there was no election. 

SilT II , VOTING. 

For Lancll8ler-Mr: Presid~~t, MesSI'fl. Avery, Austin, ~rett, Bur:.· 
rill, Lo'r1niet, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watts-10. . 
· For Randall-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Smith, 'fabor-.5." 

For· Jllacrae-0. · . 
Which reeult was communicated to the House. 
Result in the House: 

For Lancaster, 19 
· Randall, 11 
Macrae, 5 

The President announced that there was no election. 

SEVE:'ITII VOTI:SG. 

For L~ncast"r-;-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brett, Bur' 
rill, Lorimer, Mt;Millari, Tracey, Walker, \Vatls-10. 

For Randall-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, . Priest, 13mith, 
Tabor-6. 

For lt(acrae-0. 
Which. result wns communicated to the House. 
Result in the House:' 

For · Lancaster, 19 
R11ndall, 12 
Macrae, . . ,4 

:rhe Preside'.lt announced tliat, there was no election. 

EIOHTU YOTING. 

For Lancasler-Mt •. Prcsident, lUessl'f!. Avery, Ausiin, Brett, Bur. 
rill, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey. ':falker, Watts---10. · · 
· For R!Jndall-MI)ssrs. Fair~anks, Priest, Smith-3. 

F~r Macrae.:....o. 
Which result was communicated to the House. 
Result in the House : · · 

For Lancaster,. 19 
Randall, 12 
Macrae, 4 

The·Presidcnt announced--that there· was no election . 

. \ 

-:. 



MI'ITH VOTING. 

For Lzncaner-Mr. President, Mea"'. Avery, Austin, Breu, 
rBurritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watta-10. 
· For ·RandGJl...,..Mean. Costin, Fairbanka, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 
·Tabor-6. · 

Which retult waa communicated to the House. 
Result in the House : 

For Lancaster, 19 
Randall, 12 
Macrae, 4 

The Preaident announced that there was no election. 
The House informed the Senate that tbe House would, the Senate 

.concurring, postpone the election of Judge for the Southern Circuit, 
until 12, M. on 29th instant. 

The Senate concurred therein, And ao informed the House. 
On motion of Mr. McMillan, Mr. Brett Wl\a excused during the 

remainder of the seaion. 
Mr. Tabor moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 19 o'clock. 
On which the yeu and naya were called for by Meara. Avery and 

Floyd, and were : . 
Yeaa-Mean. Auatin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanka, Ployd, Lonmer, 

Prieat, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts.,.-11. 
Naya-Mr. Preaident, Meaan. Avery, McMilla,n, Tr~cey-4. 
So the Senate adjourned until to..morrow 10 o clock. 

TRUKIDAY, December 23, 1847. 

. The Senate me~ pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and 

.approved. 
· Mr. Tracey gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to 
introduce a bill t~ . exernpt the iJ!habitants of Ameli11 hlan~ in !he 
..County of Nassao, from working upon the roads on the mam land. 
· Punuant to previous notice, Mr. McLean introdyced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to authorize James <;)ockrofi to establish a ferry .across 
Shoal River. 

Which was read the first lif'!le and ordered for a second reading 
.to-morrow. ..J 

On motion of Mr. Avery, leave of absence was _granLJ to .1\fr. 
Walker, during the remainder of the aeaaion. 

Mr. Burritt moved to reconsider the resolution of the Senate, 
adopted on yesterday, that they would go into the electio? of Judge 
for the Southern Circuit of this State. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by .1\{eaan. Fairbank• 
and Smith, and were : 

I ' 
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. Yeaa-Mr. Preaident, Mean. Avery, Austin, Brett, Burritt, Lori.· 
mer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Watt~10. , 

Nay.s-Meisn. Costin, Fairbanks; Priest, Smith, Tabor-5; 
So lhe resolution was reconsidqed. · 
Mr. Fairbanks moved that the' election be had on the 21!th inat.· 
On which the yeae and nays wer11.called for by Meaara. Fairbanka· 

and Smith, and were : . 
Yeaa-Meara. Coat in, Fairbtol)ks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, Tabor-6. · · 
Naya-Mr. President, Meaan. A, very, _Austin, Brett;.Burritt, Lori­

mer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, .Watll-10. 
So said motion was lost. · 
On motion, Meaara. Burritt, McMillan, and Floyd, were appointed 

a committee to inform the House that the resolution of tbe Senate on. 
yesterday relative to the election of Judge for the Southern Circui~, 
bad been recon~idered by the Senate, and t!Jat the Senate wu now 
ready to go into,. an ·election for said Judge, who reported that they 
bad performed that duty. · · · · 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
had reconsidered the vote of yesterday poatponing the election of · 
Judge for the Southern ·Circuit of this State until 29th instant, and 
that the House had re.Oived, the ~nate concurring, )o go .into the 
said election to.daJ at 12 o'clock, M. . · 

Tho Senate concurred therein, and by a committee consisting of· 
.1\Ieura. Burritt, Wal"er, and Coatin, communicated the same-to the 
Houae-.wbich committee reported t~at they.bad performed that duty. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Lorimer introduced a bill to bt~ , 
entitled, An act for the relief of the poor and deatitut!l, and to guard 
against the 'accumulati~n of pauperism in 'the County of Leon • . 

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading· 
to-morrow. , . 
. .1\fr. Floyd, from .tbe comru~ttee on Corporatiol)s, presented the fol. 

lowing report : . · · 
The Committee on Corporations, to which '\Vas referred the petition 

of sundry citizens of Apalachicola in the county of Franklin, .respect. 
fully ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That said petition is signed by the principal portion oft he tax pay • . 
era of said city, and the commiuee kno"' of no reason why the prayer 
of the petitioners should' not be granted,'and with that view the .com. 
rnillee submits tlie accompanying bill, in which they a~k the' concur . 
renee of the Senate. All \Yhich is respectfully aubmiued. . · 

R. J. FLOYD, Cba~rman. 
. Which was received. 

Mr. Priest, from t~c commillfle on Elections,. presented the follow. 
ing repou : . , . 

The Commillee on Elections to whom was referred a bill II) be 
entitled; An act to amend an act relative to ele.ctions,&c., report the· 



128 

aaine back witli the following amendmeilla, and uk the concurrence' 
of the St'lnate therein. 

GABRIEL PRIEST, Chairman. 
Which was received. • . 
Mr. Avery, from'a Select Comm:uee, presented the following re. 

port : 
~h? Select ~ommittee appointed by the Senate to confer with 

a 11m1lar Committee ?n the part of th&-Houso, on tbe subject of au 
amendment attached m the Senate.to tbs House Rea6lutiona relatil·e 
to the expenses of Florida Volunteen, uk leave to 

REPORT: 

On conferring with the Committee of the House, your Committee 
found tbat ·lo inaist upon the amendment of tho Senate to the above'. 
resolutions \vould t'lndanger their pauage, and therefore recommend · 
that the Senate recede from ita amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 0 . l\f. -~VERY, 
Chairman Select Committee. 

'Vbich was receh·ed and concurred in. 
Tbc following message was receh·ed from the House and rend : 

HousE OF REI'RESEXTATI\'ES, Des: .. 23d, 1847. 
Ron. Presidel'll of the Scnale : l 

SIR :. The H.ouse ~as this day reconsidered the vote of yesterday, 
poatpomng the Election of ~udge of the Southern Judicial Circuit 
and adopted the following, viz : ' 

Ruolved, That the House \viii go into an election of Judge of 
t~e Southern Judicial Circuit to-day, atl2 o'clock, the Sennte con. 
curring. · 

Very respectfully, 
W. &. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Reprcsentntives. 
. The House returned Senate rc~olution relative to the adjournment 

of the General Assembly sine die, on the 22d ins!. as amended by 
the House, by striking out" 22d," and insertinu" 31st." 

Which amendment was concurred in by tbe
0
Senate. 

The House transmitted to the Senate House P;camble nnd Rrso. 
lution ~n relation to the r~moval of the Public Arms and Equipments, 

Wb1ch was read first tune, and ordered for a second reading to. 
morrow. 

The following communication from His Excellency thj Governor 
was received and read : 

EncuTIVF. DEPARTXEXT, Dec. 22d, 1847. 
Gentlemen of tile Senate and of tile llouse of &presentalires: 

I herewith transmit a communir.ation from the Register of Public 
Lands fur the State, in regard to certain claims in the NewnanBYille · 
District, under the" Armed Occupation Act." 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. · 
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. .Sia-l have jus! been put in possession of some information im'c 
portant to · tho State, and in relation to a · matter on which I thin!(· 
the ·Legislature' should take immediate action. . . 

Onc ·ofthf.' Stahl i..oc:ating A~ents in East Florida, whilst examin. 
ing the maps in the Land Offico at Ncwnansl'illo, preparatory tp' 
entering upon. his duties, asc~rtaincd t_hat, in that District alone, one 
ltundred and fifty thousand acres offanil are co\•ered by claims under 
the ~·Armed Occupation Act." . '~'belrobJ!.Lility ia, that a large 
portion of these claims will be folfei.te '· and the land' revert to the 
United States. The qu~tntity in each claim is one liundred and 
Rixty acres only, which. would exclude them froni location for the 
State under existing laws, except so many of theni as IJ1ight be 
wanted for deficient sixteenth sections, and even in such cases many 
\vould be lost to the State by reason of their a·reas not corresponding 
n·ith those of the deficient Schoof sections. · 

These lands are generally valuable. It is tliereloro d.esirable 
that they should be open, if forfeited by tho clajmnnts under t~e net 
reftlrred to, to selection for tho State : nn.d .it is the more desirable in 
consequence of the doubt that exists wh~th~r, even then, the Stnto 
can find enoawh of good land to· satisfy all her ackno,vledged claims. 

As thcs~ la~ds arc supposed to be already disposed of !Jy the Uni. 
ted States, and without any equil·alent, there will prbbably be less 
reluctance on the part of Congress to allow Florid'a to •select them 
IJy quarter sections, than there would h!l un'dcr other circull)st~nces. 

It has J>cen suggcsied to m·e ·that, if Congress should, in accord: 
ance with tho views expressed in l1 resolution adopted by tho Legis. 
lature, 1\Uihorize the ei"ht sections granted for fixing the seat of Go: 
vernment to be located "by scctio11s, it would be more profitable to tho 
State to sell the rig lit, and permit the purcltasers to locate, than to 
ha,·e these lands located in the usnal modo. . 

I menfion this suggestion without remark, as it is a matter on 
which all· can form ·as correct an opinion as I can: 

i am, sir, respectfullf yours, . 
. ' JOHN BEARD, 

. Register of Public Lands. 
REGISTF.R's 0Ft"!Cf:, Tallalmssce, Dec. :!2d, 18·1i. · . · 

To Gov. Mosl:LE\"1 !'resent. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Burritt, referred to the Committee on School~ . 
and Colleges. 

ORDER~ OF THt· DAY, 

House bill entitled, An aa.t to authorize certain persons to estilblisf, 
a Ferry across the .o\palachia:ola. Rirer at Chattahoochie, 

Was read a t.hird time, and on the question," shall the bill p:1ss 7" 
tho yeas and n:iys were : · 

Ycas-:\lr. President, 1\lcssrs. Al'ery, .Brett, Burritt, Costin, Lor­
imer, ~lc~lillan, Priest, Tracey, Walker, Watts-11. 

Nay:t-~1essrs. Fairbanks, Sm'itb, Tabor-3. 
17 . 

\ 



So aaid bill 'p~wed-title u alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
Engrossed bill entitled, An act to amend an act eiltit,led an act to ' 

organize the Circuit Courta of thia State, 
Wu, on motion, poatpo11ed until to. morrow. 
House bill entitled, An act to change· the name of W. J. Me. 

Caughan of Gadaden Coanty, 
Wu read a third timo-, and ODtbe qUestion "shall the bill pass?" 

the yeu and nays were : · 
Ye-Mr. President, Meara. Attery, Brett, Burritt, Costin; Mc-

Millan; Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Watta--:-11; 
Naya-None. 
So the bill paned-title u stated. 
Ordered that the aame be certified to the House. 
House bill entitled, An act to change tbe name of Satah A •• o\lston, 
W u read a third time, and on the question "shall the bill' pan ?" 

the yeu !lnd nays were : . 
Ye-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Lori- · 

mer, McMillan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, Walker, Wat~l2. 
Nay-Mr. Fairbanks-!. 
So tbe bill paned-title as stated. ( ' 
Ordered that tbe same be certified to the House. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to define tbe Western boundary of 

Jackson County, and to repeal an act therein named, 
Was read a third time. 

.1\lr. Tabor moved to amend by inserting afler the words "Chipola 
river," the following, viz: "Thence Weal to a point equi distant in 
range twelve, thence due North to the dividing line between town­
ship lour and five, thence West on aaid line to ~he Cboctahatcbie riv. 
er.n 

Which was unanimously adopted. 
On the question "shall the bill pass1" the yeas and nays were: 
Yeaa-Mr. President, Messrs. A'·ery, Brett, Burritt, Costin, Fair-

banks, Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Walker, Watts-13. 
Nays-None. 
So the bill passed-title as stated. 
Ordered tbattbe same he certified to the House. 
House resolutions relative to the appointment by the Governor or 

Justices of the Peace, 

1 Were read a third time. 
On the question of their passage, the yeas and nays ere called 

for by Messrs. :t'airbanka and Burritt, and were : 
Ye-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Breit, Burritt, Lorimer, 1\fc-

l\lillan,· Walker, Watts-8. 
Nays-1\lenrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Smith, Tabor-4. 
So the resQ!utions were adopted. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
Bill to be entitled, An act lo abolish the chaFter of the city of Apr 

alachicola, 

I 
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·Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.mot-
rrow. ·. · · · 

House bill entitled, An act to exempt the citizens of Levy County. 
.from serving as jurymen beyond the limits of said Coun1y, · 

Was rc11d a third lime, and on the question "shall the bill pan 1" 
the yeas and nays were.: 

Yeas-Mr. Precident, Me&sra;· Avery, Bur'ritt, Fairbanks, Lori-
. mer, Walker, Watts--7. · · · 

Nays-Meurs. Austin, Brett, Costin, Mcl\lillan, Smith-5. 
So 1he bill passed. 
Mr. Fairbaaks IJIO\'ed ·to amend the.title by inseftiug "certain," 

afler "exempt." · · 
Which waa.adopled. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
House bill eniitled; An act in rel11tion to road• and highways in 

the Counties of Washington, Benton, and Haniil~on, · 
\Vas read &·Becond lime a.ud ordered for ,a third reading on lo-mor. 

row. 
The following communication fro~ the House wu received, read, 

and concurred in, &Rd a commillee consisting of Messrs. Burritt, Fair­
banks, and A very inslructe~ so to inform tho House, " :ho reported 
that they had performed tbat .duty. · 

HousE oP REPRESE:\"l'ATlVEs, Dec. 23d,' l847. · 
Hon. President cif ''u: Senate : . 

Sut :--"It wa• Ibis day by the House" Ordered that the election for 
.a Register of Public Lands and Clerk of t he Supreme-Court be gone 
into to-d11y directly after the election of J udg11 for the ~outhern J u­
~icial Circuit, the Senate concurring therein." 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
A com1uittee from the House informed tbe,Senate that the House 

was now ready to proceed lo thtl election of Judge for the Southern 
Circuit of this :Jtale. · 

The House were informed by a committee, that the Senate was 
also ready lo proceed to the efection. · 

Nominations being in order; 
:\fr. Burrill nomin11ted Joseph B. Lancaster. 
1\fr. Floyd nol}'linated Johq Coleman,, 
iUr. Costin noininaled Adam Gordon .. 
Mr. Tabor nominated B~jamin Wright. 

. Whicb nominations were communicated to tho House by a com. 
miuee consisting of Messrs. Tracey, Fairbanks, und l\lcMillan. 

A cornmillee··fromthe House informed 1he S.cnate that the follow . 
ing nominallons had 11een !Jiade in tho IJouse, ''iz : 

Joseph B. Lancaster, 
Adam Gordon, 
George -W. !\.facrae, 
Thomas Randall. 

\ ( 
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But that a · communication had been receil·ed from l\lr. R11ndal11 
l\'ithdrawing his name. 

TENTH \'O'fi~G. 

For Lancaslt'r-1\Jr. President, Messrs. A\·ery, Austin, Brcll, Bur. 
rill, Lorimea·, l\lcMillan, Tracey, Walker, Walls-10. 

For Gordon-Mr. Costin-1. 
For Coleman-Messrs. F11irhnnks, floyd, Pric~t, Smi(h--1. 
Jo'or 1Vrigltt-Mr. Tnbor-1. 
]~or illacrac.,..-0. 
Which result was communicated to the House. 
A commillee from the House announced thu result as follows, ,·iz: 

For Lancaster, !!0 
Gordo11, 4 
Coleman, :l 
l\lacrae, 2 

But, there being some informality in the \'Ole, they would proceed 
to another vote. 

1\fr. Smith moved to pospone the election indefinitely. 
On which the yeas and nays were called for by _.l\les~r·s. Floyd and 

Burrill, nnd were : 
Ycas-~lessrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Smith, Tahor-4. 
Nays-"r. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brell, Burrill, Floyd, 

J.orime r, McMillan, Priest, Tracey, Walker, ~\'a~lo--12: 
So the Scn~tc refused to postpone the elecllon tndcfinatcly. 

ELt:VB:ICTII VOTI:\CG. 

For Lancaslcr-':\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brell, Bur-
rill, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey, Walker, Walts-10. 

For Gord011-Mr. Costin--1. 
For Coleman- Messrs. Floyd, Priest, Smith- 3. 
For ll'rinht-l\lr. Tabor-1. 
\Vhich r~sult was communicated to the House. 
Result in lite House: 
· For Lancaster, 

Gordon, 
:!0 
10 
a Macrae, . , . . 

Mr. Lancaslcr ha,·ing rcceil·cd the requisite constttuttonal rnaJOfl· 
ty, the l'r~sideut declared him duly elected Judge for thj Southem 
Circuit of this State. 

On motiOt), a committee consisting of Messrs. A,·ery; llfc!\Iillan, 
and PriNt, was appointed to inform the 1-~ousc that th~ Senate was 
110w rehdy to go into the election of Regtsler of Public Lands and 
C ieri< of the Supreme Court, who reported that they had dtsdutrged 
:that duty. . . 

A committee from the House mformed the Senate that the House 
)tad resolved, the Senate concurring, to take a recess ~ntil 3 o'clo~k, 
and that the General Assembly would then proceed wtl~ the clectt01.1 
0f ~c?istcr and Clerk of the ~upreme Court. 

• •• 
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'fhc Scnale·concurrfd·, and 'by a commiHec so informed the Ho:.ts.e. 
On motion, the Senate took a. recess until 3 o'clock. . 

3 o'cLOCK, p; )(, 

A CommiHee from the House intormed the Senate tla:tt tho Hon. 
joseph B .. Lancaster _-had resigned the .pffice of Speaker pf the 
House of Representahves, and that tbe House had eleCted Hon. 
John Chain.Speaker. · 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
had re&olved to postpone the e ll!ction of Reuister and Clerk of the 
Supreme Court, uniil the 29th inst. at 12 o'~lock, M. · 

The Senate concurred therein. 
The Senate proeeeded·with the Orders. 
Bill to provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted by 

Congress to the State for the the support of. Public· Schools and for 
consolidating the School Fund. ' 

On motion of Mr. A\·ery, the Senate resol~ed itself into a Com. 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey in the Chair. Afiei­
some time spent therein, tho Committee rose, and by 'their Chair. 
man reported the bill hack to t-he Senate with amendmellls,·and asked 
to be discharged from tqe further consideration thereof: 

Which report was concu'rred i'n. · 
_Mr. F~ir~>anks ~lOved to amen~ t_lie 5th section by striking out" of 

thas State-•m 2d !me, aqd by strtktn" out all afier "United States" 
in line 3d; o. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for uy 1\Iessrs. Fa:ir· 
banks and (::ostin, and. were: · . . 

Yens-!\lessrs. Burritt, Costin, · Fairba11k~, Priest, Smith-5. 
~ays-Mr. President, 1\fess.rs. _Avery, Austili, · Floyd .. Lorrimer 

!\lc!\Iillan, T abor, Tracey, Waus...:....9. . ' 
So the Senate refuse~ to adopt the amendme'ni. 
Ordete~, that said biilbe ~ngrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On molton, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. · 

FRIDA¥, December 24, 1847. 
I . \ 

The SenAte met pursuant to adjourn~cnt. 
_The roll heing called, ~lr. President, 1\lessrs . . ·\\-cry, Austin, 

Burrill, Lorrimer, Mc.Millan, Priest, Trace)·, Waits, answered to 
thei r names. ·. · 

:'>Jo quoru'!l being present, on motion ·of 1\lr. Avery the Ser"eant. 
at-Arms \\las ordered to go after and bring· in tho absentees. 

0 

:\ quorum ha,·ing assembled, 
Rev. Mr. Choice ~fficiated as Chaplain. . 
On• motion of Mr. Tracey, the readilw of the Jou:nnl of yesterday 

was dispcnsecj with. 1 ° -
\ 

·:. 
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Pu111uant to previoua .notice, Mr. Tr.acey introduced a bill to be 
.enti!led, An Act to exempt the inhabitan" of Amelia leland, in the 
county of Nusau, from working upon the roade on the mainland. 

Which was read the fi111t time, and . ordered for a second readinc 
to-morrow. 

Pu111uant to previous notice, Mr. Walta introduced a bill to 'bc en. 
tilled, An .'-ct providing for bail in certain cuea; which was read 
the fi111t time. On motion of Mr. ;J'racey, the rule was W)lived, the 
bill read the second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Avery moved that hereatler.the Senate meet every day, (Sun. 
days excepted,) at 9 o?ciock A. ~f. 

On which the yeaa llnd naya were called for by Me~~a111. Avery 
and Fairbanks, and were : 

.Yeaa-Mr. President, Meu111. Avery, kllltin, Burritt, Lorimer, 
·~cMillan, 'fracey-,7. 

Naya-Meu111. Coatin, Fairbanks, Pl'ieat, Smith, Tabor, Watts-6. 
So the motion wu adopted. 
Mr. ·Av.ery presented the following resolutions: 
Wherea.s, N. P. Bernia did on the 2lat instant resign his office of 

.Comptroller of Public Aceounts, and the busineaa of the said office 
, baa in consequence of hia illneu not been brought up to the date. of 
,bia resignation, u it ia neceuary it should be to save his succeaaor 
. elect from undue labor and responaibility, and to enable him to per. 
form advisedly the duties of the said office-Therefore, 

Ruoloed &.y 1M Senale and Horue of Repruentalivu of the State 
of Fbwida in General A1,rembly convened, That Hugh Archer, (late 
. Comptroller afl interim) be, and he is hereby employed, to bring up 
all the busineu of said office to the 2 ht instant, to be pjl.id therefor 
out of the contingent fund such aum aa the Governor sba11 allow. 

Which wu road tbe first time. 
Mr. A,·ery moved that the rule be waived, and said resolutions read 

,the second time. 
Which motion waa lost. 
Mr. Lorimer presented the petition of B. G. Thornton, praying 

.relief for building the capitol, &c. 
On motion, ·referred to a Select Committee, said committee con­

.aisting of Meurs. Lorimer, Floyd, and Avery. 
The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency 

.the Governor: 
SE:o~ATE CuursEa, Dec. 24, 184:7. 

To hu E:rcellency the Governor qj Florida : . 
Sm :-I have the honor to communicate to your Ex~ellency that 

.an election for a Judge of the Southern Circuit of tho State of Flori •. 

. da· baa been held by both Houses of the General Assembly, 11nd that 

.on the eleventh voting Joseph B. Lancaster received ten votes in the 
. Siln:lte, a11d in the House of Representatives, aa reported to tho Sen­
ate by a committee from that body, he received twenty votes, ald that 
the said J oseph B. Lancaster having received the concurrent ote of 
·the majority of both Uouses of the General Aasembly, was d clared 
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lly the President of the senate duly elected 1udge .of iDe- Southern'· 
Circuit of thia State.· · 

Very Res~ctf11lly, ... 
. C. W. DOWNING; 

· Secrefary Senate.· 
The following meuage; arid the minutes therein .mentioned, aign• 

ed by the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the HoUSII of Repre. 
sentatives were tranainitted to hia E1cellency the Governor. 

SaNATE- CIIAXBEB, Dec. 24, 1847~ 
To hi8 Ei:cellency the Gilvernor of Florida : · · . 

S1a :..o..We herewrth transmit to your Excellency minutea Of the 
proceedings of the two Houses of the General Assembly of the State · 
of Florida relative to the election of Comptroller of Public Accouute 
and Treasurer of the State. 

Very Respectfully, . 
· C. ·w. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate.­
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill !lbtitled, An Act to provide for the sale of the six. 
tee nth aectiona granted by Congress to the State f!lr t~e 1upport of 
Public Schools, and for consolidating the School" Fund, was read a 
third time, and or.. the question, Shall the bill pass 1 the yeas and 
nays were : . · 

Yeaa-Mr: PrP.aident, Meaara. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbank1, 
McMillan, Tracey, Watta-:-8. 

Naya-Meaara. Austin, Flo,yd, Lorimer1 Prieat, Smith, :rabor-6. 
So the bill paased. Title u stated. · 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House.-. 
House Preambl~ and Resolutions relative to the pauage of a' 

law in relief of certain citizens of this State, was read a fi111t time, 
and ordered for a. second reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill entitled, An Act to 11mend an act entitled an act· 
to organize the Circuit Courta of the· State of Florida, wu read t~e · 
third time,·and on· tbe question, Shall the bill paaa7 the yeas and• 
nays were : . 

Y eas-l'tleasra. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, floyd, Priest, Smith, 
'fracey-7. . 

Naya-Mr. President, Mea_.srs. Avery, Austin, Lorimer, ~lcMil- · 
Ian, Watta-6.· 

So the bill passed.. Title as.. stated. , 
Ordered, that the same 'be certified to the Houie • 
Senate bill entitled, An Act to authorize the Executors of George · 

Kingsley, deceased, to ~ell Real Estate, which waa returned to thtl . 
·Senate by the Hou1e with an\endmenta,·•was taken up, and the . Se. · 
nate refused to concur in said a mendments. · 

House bill entitled, An act in relation to roads and highways in· 

. ~ . 
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the Counties of Washington, Benton and Hamilton, wu rend n !bird J 
time, and on the question, "shall the bill pau l" the yeas and naylf 
were: , 

Yeu-Mr. Preside'nt, Messrs; .~very, Austin, Burriu;Costin Lor. 
imer, McMillan, Ptiest, Tracey, Walta--10. 

Naya-None. 
So the hill pnsaed-title as stated. 
A bill to be entitled, An net to abolish the charter of_ the city of 

Apalacbic·ola, \YBS read a second .time and .ordered to be engroaaed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Bill to be" entitled, An act relating to crimes and miademtJanors, 
was read a second time. " 

~fr. Burritt offtlred the following amendments 1 add: 
SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any pe1'80n shall in this 

St .. te ha,·e in his possession, custody, care or Ct)lltrol, any forged or 
fraudule,ttly altered deetl, bill of exchauge, promissory note, order, 
check, receipt, bank note, drafl, or any other paper, wrillen or print.· 
ed, whalaoe\·e r, knowiJ')g th'e aamo to bo forged or frauclulently al. 
terell, with intent to. us~, circulate, or dispose of the same in any 
manner, either directly or indirectly, for any fraudulent purpose 
wbatsoe,·er, such person shall be deemed guilt)' of fdony, nnd shall 
on conviction be punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and hy standing in the pillory three hours, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding three ypara, at the discretion of the Court. 

SEc. 3. B e it fnrthtr enacted, That if any person shall within 
this State, pass, .ulto~, publish _or sel.l, o~ altempt to pass, 1ulter, p~1bliPh 
or sell; or hue 111 h11 possess1on With mtent to pass; uller, publ1sh or 
sell, any false, forged or counterfeit coin, in the resemblance or simi. 
litude of the gold and silver coin of the United States, or of any for. 
eign country, which is by law made current, or is in actual use and 
circulation as money, with intent to defraud any person or persons, 
a body politic or corporate, e\·ery person so offtmding shall be deem. 

. ed guilty of felony, and shall, on coiwiction thereof. be punished by 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and standing iu tho pillory 
three hours, or by imprisonment not exceeding. tluee years, at the 
discretion of the Court : Pror:ided, That no person, convicted of the 
offences named in this section, in any Federal Court in this State, 
under the laws of tho United States, shall be tried or convicted for 
tbe liAme offence in any Court of this State. 

Wbich were adopted. 
l'fr. Avery moved that so much as relates to thEI United .States 

coin be stricken out. 
Which was lost. 
Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
Bill to be entitled, An act to amend a n act to organize thF ofticc 

nf Comptroller of Puhlic Accounts of the State of Florida, appro,•ed 
July 23,1845, was read a second time and ordered to be engrosse~l 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to :iuthorize James Cockrofi to cstablisll' 

' 
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1 
R' , · on motiorr1 read a second time by 

a Ferry across Sboa. d'er,J~ 'tbird time by its title, and on the · 
ita title, the rule wal.ve ' re" the e'Ba and,.1111.ys wtie I . 

ques.tion :• ahalpl tbe_~1llf~!aars. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Lorimer, 
Yeaa-Mr. rea1l'en • "~ N' . 10 McMillan, Priest, Tabor, Tracey, ' atta-J:-. • 

Nayr.-~rt'lne. ·d-title aa state.d. . . 
So the II easae . e be certified to the Houao, .. . 
()rd~red that ~e s~~ resolutions in relation to the removaJ of the 
Hous~ pream e a i ment., was read a second time, and on tlie 

Publi~ Arfs ad~ E~ ttird time to-morrow, the yeaa and naya were 
question o rea. mg . L rimer and Burritt, and w.ere: 
called for· by MessrAs. o Auatin Burritt Costin, l\1cMillan, Tabor, . 
Yea~Meaars. very, •-. ' · 

Tracey Watta-8. ·- · · d p . · t . ·3 
N . ' Mr President, .llfessrs. Lor~mer ~~~ rles- • 
1 a)s- ' d d t be rtad a third ume to-morrow. 
So they were or ered. ·so te bill entitled An act to amend the aev. 
The House returne ena ' d b the House 

eralacts relatiye to County Commissioners, as pa&8e y . 

\Vithoui ame!ldmentsd. h h 1 be waived and I1e allowed to make 
Mr. Burr~tt move t_ at I e ru e ' 

a motion. . 
The Senate refusedd H b'll ntitled An ~ct to exempf the cit­
The House returne ouae 1. e 

8
· ·ur' men be ·ond the limits of 

iz~ns of Levy ~o~n~y J~e~ns~;:~~~cd ~y t1e Senat~, with a meuage·. 
sa1d County, w IC a , ld t concur in the amendments of the 
stating l'hat the House wou 110 . • 

Senaiito. . . d. that .the ·senate insist upon their amendment. 
.11 r ~ Pnest move . 

WhicFhlmodtion Wllod• ~'::'!~ ~li~ Senate reced~. ·Which. inofion pre-
Afr. oy move . 

vail~d. . d A A t f, the relief of the 'poor and· destitute; 
Bill to bed entlt.le t'th; a:cu~:lation ofpaup~risni in Leon county, 

and to goor . agama Fl ·d ostponed until to-morrow. · 
was, on motion of .llfr. 0

) ' P · k I'd tho proceedings of sun-
House bill, cnti~e~, an ... ~c:·J~:t::a ~fv:h~ Pence in this State, 

dry persons comm1aa1o~e'"' . . . 
\Vas rend. a secondd lime. d by add in" at the end of section 2, the 
Mr. Burntt move to amen " , 

following: · 1 os~d inequality or illrgality in the said 
By reason of any r_cn or.supp . 

elections. · d ted and the hill ordered for a third· 
Which amendment .was a op • · · 

reaOding tot:mortrboewS, enate to~k n recesl until 3 o'clock. 
n mo 10n, . 

) ~\ 

3 o'CLOCK, ·r, )1, 

The Sl\nate proceeded with the"orders.· 
18 
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lfouae bill entitled; An ac.t to provide Writa of Error m criminaii 
cuea. , 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate reaolved itself into~ com.· 
mille& of the whole on aaid bill, Mr. McMillan in the Chair. 
A~er some time spent .therein, the committee rose'and by their · 

Chatrman reported tbe b1ll back to the Senate with amendment• and 
aaked to be diacharged from thti further consideration thereof. ' 

Which rep<>rt was concurred in. 
The bill as amended was on motion read a second time by its title •. 
On motion of Mr. Burrill, the rule was waived, the bill read tbe 

third time, and on the question, "Shall the bill pass1" the yeas and: 
naya were: 

Yeu-Mr. President, ltfeiiSrs. AYery, Burrill, Coatin, Lorimer, 
.llfcMillan, Priest, Tracey, Watla--9. 

Naya-Mr. Tabor-1. 
On motion of Mr. Tn;cey, the rule· was waived,. and leave of a b. 

aence granted to Mr. Lorimer untilltfonday next. · 
House bill entitled, An act to amend tbe several acta regulating 

Judicial proceedings, 
Was read the second lime. 
ltfr. Avery moved that the rule be waived and the bill read the 

third time. ' 
Which motion was lost, and eaid bill !Jrdered for Jl .third reading 

to-morrow. l. 
House bill entitled, An act to authorise the Treasurer of Alachua· 

county to pay over to the Treasurer of Marion county, the amount of 
the County tax in his bands, asscsaed and collected upon Ianda lying 
in Marion county, , 

Was read a second time, and ordered for a third reading to-morrow. 
House bill entitled, An act to · repeal an act entitled, An act to 

amend an act to establish a tariff of fees, approved February II>, 
1834, and which was approved Dec. 25, 1845, • 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. AYery postponed 
until to-morrow. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Tracey allowed to move 
a reconsideration of the resolution to adjOurn line die on the 31st 
in st. 

Whereupon said resolution was reconsidered. r 
Mr. Burritt moved, that said resolution be laid upon the table. 
Which motion was adopted. 
House resolutions relative to locating tho school lands in eighta of. 

rections, j · 
Was read the first time and ordered for a second readipg on to. 

morrow. 
House bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An act to· 

amend the execution laws, appro,·ed 15th March, 1844, 
Was read a second time and ordered for a third reading to.morr0\1', · 
A bill entitled, An act to organise the county of Holmea, · 
W-u read a aecone time •. 

/ 
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'llr. Fairbanks offered the foll~wing am~nd111ents-: 
Add to the end of section 9, the following : , 
Pro~d, its jx,pulation shall equal tile existing ratio of repre~enta. 

·tion and in such case the Judge of Probate shall order an election for , 
such repre~entat ive according to law.; And provided Juri~, that the 
populaiiun of .Walton coun~y .a hall not be reduced by the takmg of aur.h 

·county of Holmes from its territory below the exjsting ~tio . ; and the 
Jud,:tc of Probate ahall forward a.c.opy of the list. of remuneration to 

"the Secretary of the State of Flortda, .and· no elect Jon shall take pla~e 
for auch represenlalive .until such evidence shall 'be produced to satd 
Secretary of State. · 

lllr. JlfcLean offered tlie following amendment to the amendment : 
Provided, that t.he expenses Incurred by taking the census of aaid 

counties be paid out of the State Treasury. 
Which was lost, 
On the question of the adoption of the amendment offered ?Y bfr. 

Fairbanks, the yeas and nays were called for by ~leurs. Fatrbanka 
and JlfcLean, aud were : 
Yeas~Jl[essrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanka, Lorimer, ltfc •. 

.. llillan, Priest, Tabor, Trt~cey-0. · 
Nays- Jlfr. President-1. 
So the amendme·nt was adopted. . 
Jlfr. JlfcLean offered the following amendment: ' 
SEc. 10. Be it further enacte,d, T~at ·a Circuit,C?ourt shall be held 

in said colfnty of Holmes, commeJlcmg first. on l hursday .after the 
second 1lfonday in· NO\·ember, and the Spnng term of aatd Courts. 
shall be ·held en third Jl[onday in i'llay, and the Spring term shall be 
held in Washington county, on Thursday after the third .Monday in 
Jfay in each and every year. 

Which ~·as adopted. · 
Ordered that said. bill be engrossed for a third r,eading to-morrow. 
A bill entitled, An act to amend an act relative to elet.1ions in this 

S tate, passed Dec. 20, 1845, as amended by a, committee, 
Was read the second time, and the question on the adoption of the 

a mt>ndinent suggested by said- committee, Leing_put, the amendment 
was agreed to: ' · · 

Ordered, that said· bil~ he eng rossed for a third read in~ to-morrow. 
Resolutions relative to the Wilmot Proviso, offered with the majori. 

·ty report of the commi(tcll on F ederal Relations, 
. Were read a second rime, 'nd order~q to. be engrossed for a third 

ing to-morrow. . . ·. . . · .' 
Resolutions accompanytn" the mmonty report of satd comm1ttee. 
Were read the second tinte'. 

· "llr. Avery moved to strike out the 1st, 2d and 3d resolutio?s. 
On which the- yeas and nays were called for by Jllessrs. Fa1rbanks 

and Priel!.!,. and we.re : . . . 
Yeaa-bfr. President, ltfessrs. Avery, Bumtt, Lortmer, .ll/cMillan. 

Tracey- 0. . · 
Nays-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Priest-3. 

I 

• 



• 

140 
,On motipn, .i1fr. Walta .w.ae excused froo;~ voting,. 
So aaid resolutions were elricken D\.11. 
pn motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday next,.10 o'clock,. 

1\lo:<~DAY, December 27, 1847. 

'fhe Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated ns Cbnplnin. 
A quorum being present, tho proceedings of Friday were read. 

amended, and approved. 
Mr. Burritt gave notice that he would on some fi1ture day ask leave 

to introduce n bill fur the relief of the ~tepresentntives of Snmuel 
Blair, decenscd. 

Mr. S mith asked le!l\'e to have I he fo)lowin~ spread on the Journ11ls. 
On which the yei\S and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 

Priest, and were : 
Yeas-1\lr. President, 1\lessrs. Avery, l)urritt, Cost'in, Fairbanks, 

Lorimer, McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts-p . 
Navs-1\lessrs. Floyd, Tra;;t•y-2. 
So 'the followmg was ordered to be spre11d upon tho Journal : 
And now comes this d~y the Senator from J efferson county, and 

explains tho reason Judge Thon~as ~and~ll '~as no1~ina~ed hy me for 
the Judgeship of the Southern C1rc111t of l• l?~tdn, ~h1ch IS as follows_: 
I asked Judoo ltandall if he would serve 11 he was elected, and h1s 
reply, as far" as I recollect, was 'this : That if it was nn open ques. 
tion with his own party, he would be glad to hn\'e th~ office, ~s the 
practice of )nw had declined very ",luch, but.~h~t he. d1d not w1sh to 
Le considered as the means of caus111g a spht tn h1s own party. I 
then told him that he ought to know that I did it from respect to him 
and not on that ground. Judge Randall the~ said ~c hoped I under­
stood his position. And from that conversatiOn I mferred I bad a 
right to nominnte him. 

JOHN M. S;\ll'I:H. 
On motion of l\fr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he nl.lowed to 

introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act enlltled, An 
act to authorize and empower the Comptroller of Public Accounts to 
a~dlt and nllow the contingent ellp~nses of the Circuit C1urts and Su. 
preme Court of Florida, approved by the Governor Det;: 29,_ Hl-t5. 

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second readmg to. 
morro\1'. 

Mr. Fairbanks moved that tho Committee on taxation and rennuo 
repori, as soon as poMible to the Senate, tho probable amount of 
re•enue which will be deril•ed from the taxes under the. l~w at pre. 
sent in force : nnd what is the amount probably reqUisite_ for tho 
cu~rent expenses oftho year 1848 ; and '~hether and what mcre~s!l 
of taxation is neceesary, and to report a b11l for that purpose. 

)V hich was adopted~ 

i4l 

-Qn motion of ·Mr. Burritt;Mr. Fairbanks \VU added to 1he eo• 
,mittee on Taution and-Revenue. 

Lt>ave being grnnt~d, Mr. Floyd, from the Judiciary Committee,' 
.presented the following minority report : 

The undersigned, one of the Com111ittee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred certain .rearlutions, offered by · himself, and 
.which w~re reported upon by a 111aj(/rity .of the aaid Committee some 
time since, asks leave to ba.ve tbis. his minority report ·spread upoa 
the J ournalll of.lhe .Senate. 

REPORT : 

T_he first argument in the Report ofthe Committee is based upo1;1 
the success and l(sefulness of the Federal Judiciary. 

Tho undersigned admits that the Jud iciary system of tho U. S. 
.has fi1lfill.ed tho designs of those Sages . who framed it ; but lie de. 
nics that, in the circumstances of the Federal Government, and that 
.of a single Stale, there is such analogy as \vould alike recommend 
the application of the same principle, or the same prnctice to both. 
The very nature and extent of jurisdiction that it was deemed neces. 
aary to confer upon tbe Federal Judiciary, required that the people 
oft he respecti\'O States, in their-it1dividual .eapacities, and the ae\'e. 
r.al Slates in tlle ir respective sot~refgn capacities, ilbould boib partie~ 
ipate in the appointment of the federal Judgea. And why? Be. 
cause t~(\ Court was vested with power to decide cases in Ia w and 
equit>:, between individual 'Ven nod between 5o,ve,eigll S tates, an~ 
tberllloro ns_ the most convenient rnode of e(fecting this purpose­
protecting tho rights of individuals and tho rights of the States, as 
tar as tlui Court can' do it-the right to nominate tbe Jud,;es was 
g i,·cn to the President, who is the Representative of tbe. l'cople, and 
the right to confirm or reject stich nomination was conferred upon 
the Senators, who r~present respectively the States as Sovereign 
communities. 

In regard to the J udicia,ry ·of a single State, the case is .totally dif. 
ferent • . Here the juris~iction of the Judge is _more limited : it is 
confined for th11, most part to the adjudication of causes between in. 
dividuals of tho same community. That community therefore is. 
alone or chiefly interested in the matter of an upright, learned and 
wise Judiciary; .anCI in whal manner lliey ·sbnll constitute the tribu. 
.nal, is, therefore, a question of mere expediency, as is admitted by 
the Committee. " · 
· The C'om~ittee and the undersigned Dj!ree th.cn, in one point; 
hut they sudde.nly and widely di,·erge. The undersi~ncd, in the 
preamhle to his Resolutions, which gave rise to the pious and elo. 
.quent Report of · tbe Commillee, assig.ned amon" other reasons in 
support of his propositions, tho capability of tho pe~plc to select their 
.Judg_es. On this p~oposi!ion tho Commillee,. who are Loth lawyers, 
,adr91tly evade th~ d1rect 1esuo, and ask whether this, (the capability 
.~fthe peop~e,) "18 ~ny gpod reason for changing the ·Constitutiol)_," · 

• 
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-and devolving upon the people directly the ri~ht<to el~ct 1 In rep}f 
-to this question, the undersigned would aay: Yea I it is one very good 
reason, and another, still better, is that the peeplf. are honest, And 
here, the undersigned would tender the direct iasue to tiro lellrned 
and eloquent Committee, whether the people generally, (or the 
common people, as they are aon.etimes called by un-common gentle. 
men,) are ·not quite as capable intellectually, 11nd muc.h mo~e so 
morally, than t·heir Yf!ry select agents in the two ends ofthts Cnpttol1 
And the undersigned calls upon those learf!P.d barristers; and e)o. 
quent expounders o( Constitutional law, to plead, answer or demur te 
the iasue tendered. •. 

Unusual alike and a\·erse to the subtile tric"ks of special pleaders, 
he is willing to gi,•e his adversaries a chance to amend their plea, 
provided they will allow him to file his answer, for he cannot but 
think that, with all their learning and prudence, they ha,·c been be· 
tmyed by-sudden indi.,.nation into the utterance of sentiments which 
one of them at least ;ould gladly recall. "Do tho 'good people,"' 
the Committee 11sk, "of this State, desire that that high office, which 
holds the balance of justice between man a nd man ; that looks to the 
fountain of Eternal J usticc for its guide ; and <'mulates in the •lispen. 
antions of h11man justice, the wisdom and purity of hen,·en; that asks 
the annction ofthe 1\fost lli"h, rather than of man, for what it tlors, 
should become the aport nnd

0

foot ball of electioneering demagogues)" 
This is the pregnant plea-pregnant alike with reverence for infi. 

nile purity and wisdom, with rhetorical e legance, and with rc!pect 
for the people-to which the undt•rsigncd refers, ns Ot(e· that may 
ha,·e been dictated by excited pas~ion . 

In reply to that interrogatory, the undersigned would say that ns 
one oft he people, he certainly ties ires no such sport ; and •• as rar ~8 
he is informed and belie,·es," the people g enerally do not dcstre tt. 

He confidently be lie,·es that the honest, sober, sen~iLie p~op~o.of 
Florida would re,·olt at the idea of m;~.king a "foot hall of the Jmltc tnl 
·office" for the st>ort of demagogues, whether the game were to be 
-played throughout the State or only in t~te Capit~l ;. but if the g~rne 
be ine,·itable, and demagogues must be mdulged m tl, th~ undersign. 
ed thinks that Republica11 justice demands f:"lir play, wlucl~ can only 
be insured by allowing all the people to parllctpatc, for he ts opposed 
·to monopolies of all kinds, and e~pecial.ly to such as.aro calc~latcd to 
establish a l"irtual monarchy, or what 1s worse, an trresponstble and 
,heartless oligarchy. . 1 .. • 

And he lurther belie,·cs that~ tf the people knew ho'~ that . h_'gh 
and sacred office that emulates, in the dispensations of huma11 JUS· 
tice, the wisdom and r-urity or heaven," had been debauched by King 
Caucus and his subjects in their nocturnal orgies, the pent~l.e would 
rise in tho majesty of thei r so\"erc ign power, and hurl t.h~t Kwh ~r?m 
his "bad eminence" with a ll his satellites do\\"1) to pobllcal pdfu11lon 
as profound as that of another kind, to which the first arch rebel wna 
consi~ned. . . 

Jt is said .that when the 11rch enemy of man, medttntcd the ruto of 

·--

1'43 

<5o~ rae!!, lie watched an opp9rtunity whe~t our comrporfmotlier war . 
!leparnt~ from her mate. Is it not thus with the political adveraary 
of tho people now 1 poes not King Cauc!IS seek the occasion, when· 
the people's nepresentntives nre separated from their constituente; to­
seduce those Rilprosentntives from tlieir duty, to" disrobe them of" 

. their high Constitution!ll functionk," and, by blandishments as sincere; 
and disinterested as those which Satan used; persuade his victims to· 
cat of tliilt political fruit, which contaminates eYen the IIBcted "J>Urity . 
of an embryo Judge 1 · · 

Rut to the argument, 
The committee have drawn the portrait of a Judge~such a Judge 

as tb~ world has not seen since the.dnys of Solomon or of Daniel; if 
then. . · 

"But the Judge or the Chancellor," say the commltiee, " to be 
qualified, should bring with him not only nil the general information 
which may be sufficient in· the Executh•e nnd Legislative capacity, but" 
he must besides bring with him a profound kpowledge of law as a 
particular science, ·and to ,·arietl and intense reading, must have been 
super~dded practice. While the Executive branch of tho Govern.· 
ment finds its duty. clearly defined in the Constitution, nnd perhaps· a 
few statutes; the J udicial branch must be familiar. not only with them, 
but with all law, national anti municipal, common ·and statute, civil, . 
ecclesiastic and militar,y, all o\·er the civilized .world, if its duties are . 
upon all occasions to be discharged with ·promptness and ability. And 
the committee bclie,·e, tha\ it is no disparagement of the . intelligence 
of the peorlle of this or of any other State, to imagine, that there are 
many, ,·cry many, who ·would-not only fail correctly to estimate the 
necessary qualifications, but would from necessity, bl! without the ad • . 
vantages to know who possessed "them, or to sufficiently discriminate 
IJetween competitors, if they ditl." · And pointing to this picture, the 
committe~ tell us that there "are many, very many (of the people)· · 
incapable of discriminating between such a competitor and one.of 
inferior qualifications." Hence, of course, it is necessary that the 
people should send ns they generally do, their wisest neighbors to e. 
lect for them ; and if the people should happen, t~rough ig norance 
and the want of discrimination, to ~~nd on such a · mission,11gents no 
more enlightened than themselves, why these blind guides have .only 
to be conducted by some. kind, initiated friend, to the magical palace· 
of King CauciiS to have nil that was dark, illumined. 

The committee not only distrust the intelligence of the people, but 
• are confideJll that the people are too much involved in litigation to 

select a Jutlge, without a \·iew to .their own "direct and personal in· 
terest. " Therefore the conimittee think that the only safe depository 
of this" h igh constituti.onalfJnction," is the,hal)ds ol those select men, 
\Vho never have any. law suits I 1 

: 
1 

• 

The committee say," as no man has a right to be a Judge in his · 
own cause, so neither should hit contribute by his vple or influence, to• 
the election or appointment of the man to decide that cause." 

T he corollary to. ibis proposition is similar to the last; the people al( 

•. 
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havo. ca~ses to he tried, therefore tMy ought not to h~1·e any hand· irt' 
clectmg n Judge ; but the people's Repre&entaJivu are all a quiet 
ord,rly. set .of men w~o 11ever ~o i? lau:, arid thP.refore they are nlon~ 
fit to excrcase tho " hagh constitutional function." 

To sum ·up their cogent arguments, the committee conclude that' 
"until man nnd his nature be changed, it is obvious, if such a srstum 
were a~opted, parties litig11nt would be e~·posed to temptations to con. 
suit thear own· mtercst rather than that oi society in the election of 
these public officers." Tho committee are of opinion, that in the 
present dopra1·ed slate of society tho only safe course, is,1he one now 
pursued, that is to say until !lae caucu* machinery shall have been car. 
ricd to such perfection, that it can ho made to net upon the whole 
mass nf the people, it will he wise nnd charitable to l!ntrust the " higl; 
c?nstitutional functions" exclusively to such number as can he com·e. 
~~~~~tly sOhJect.ed to the purifying process of Ki11g Caucus. 

1 be undersagned, ovl"rwbelmed by tho profound erudition, the CO• 
gent reasoning, the splendid Rhetoric of the committee, and rebuked 
by their blushing "Republican modesty," would luwe shrunk from 
such.an unequal contest, but that he felt it to be his duty as a n humble 
S~ntm~l, 'lo sound tho alar~ to the peo11lo when he sa\v King Caur.u.~ 
wuh has ruthless host, casting lots for tho spoils of anticipated l'ic. 
tory. Very respectfully submitted. 

Which was receh·ed. 
ROB. ~: FLOYD. 

. 1\lr • . Fairlmnks, from the Commiltee on EnrollP.d nills reporled 
lull entitled, An Act to amend the sercral acts rela tire to Counly 
Commissioners, as correctlv e nrolled. 

1\fr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the follow­
ing report; 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred an en. 
grossed loill from the House of Representatives entitled, "An act in 
addition to au net to organise Courts of Probate for the State of Flori. 
da," ask leal'e to 

REPORT : 

That they ha,·e had the same under consideration-that in their 
opinion r~any if not most of the provisions o!"!he bill arc already !he 
law of thas State- that there arc other pro,·asaons that the committee' 
cannot approve, and that a.Jthough there may be somo which are salu. 
£ary, as a whnl<', thry cannot recommend the passage of the bill­
and they ask the concurrence of the Senate herein, a ndl to be dis. 
charged from its further consideration. 

S . L. BURRITT, Ch lrman. 
Which was received. 
Also the following : 
The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the petition 

• ~lexander McKenzie, praying that his wife Sarah Jane 1\JcK~nzie be· 
allowed to take a child's part in lieu of dower assigned her in the· 

' 

·' 

. ' 
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estate of her Jato husband, John Herring, of Gadaden countf, dec'd .. , · 
a sk leave to 

REPORT: .. . . 
That they .have had the aamo under consideration-that they are 

not furnished with \lny evidence as to the number of childr?n intel'4 
esteil in said estate, and are witho,ut any means of knowaog what 
consequences would follow from .attempting by an enactmen! to vary. 
the rirrhts and interests of the saad Samh Jane and the chaldren ot 
her .:jd husband respectively as they.at present exist. If there be' 
but one child, then the wife would.gain by taking a child'& part, for 
she would be entitled to half. If there were two children only, then 
a he would be entitled 'to one third-which is the same as dower. II 
there were mofe than two children, she would lose· by taking a child's 
part instead of dower. The petitioner sets forth that she would lose, . 
and that tho chjldren would gain by allowing her to take a child's 
part. If that ',is all that is wanted, yonr committee cannot see why 
she may not attain tho object desired, by a voluntary relinqlJishment 
hy her and her present husband, the petitioner, to the children of a 
portion of the dower to which she is entitle.d. If the chil~ren are .no.t 
to gain hut to lose br.the proposed law, then the commatteo ~re of 
opinion that such a la1v would attempt to disturb rights already vest~d, . 
and which in th·e opinion of your committee cannot be done by .legas.· 
latirc enactment. · The committee therefore do not ·feel at hberty 
to recommend the passage of the law· propoaed by thp P.etition~ 
and they ask to be discharged from the further ·consideration'of 'the 
suLjcc~ · · 

Which .was recei~·cd. 
S. L . BURRITT, Chairman~ 

Also the following : . 
Th11 Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a . bill to 

be entitled, An ;J.Ct pror idi.ng for bail in certa.in cases, ask leave to 

REPORT : 

That they ha"e · bad the same under consideration, and they re. 
commend the passage of tho said bill as amended herewith. 

. S. L. BURRITT, .Chairman. 
Which w:\s received. . . 
1\lr. Fairbanks, f~om a Select Committee, presented tho following 

report : . 
The Select Committee1appointcd.to .report upon the memorial of 

the College of Physicians and Surg~ons of Philadelphia~ 

" REPORT : 

That ·the. subject of providing for an accurate and c:lreful regis· 
!ration of Uirths, marriages, and deaths, is one well worthy of an at •. 
tcntive consideration . 
T~ us as a: community, dependent in a g reat measure upon the · 

healthfulness of our climate fur an increase of population by immi· 
11) 
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gration, it is peculiarly .important that we· should be able to demon~· 
strate, by the unerring proof of statistical tables, ita fllvorable vital· J 
influences. This can · in no wav be 11ccomplished but by a \\'ell 
digeated aystem of registration of births, marriages a nd deaths. 

G rell! injustice is now done, we believe, to the Souih 'generally, 
and to our own State particularly, in the catimate of comparath·e 
hcalthfulneaa instituted between it and -the Northern Statt.·s. As 
high an e1tra charge aa one per eent on the amount insured is now 
cbarg. d upon life insurance in this Slate over that in Vjrginia, Ma­
ryland, &c., w},iJe your Committee beJie,•e that the mortality and 
pronencas to disease are actually leas h ·re than· tit ·re. IC \le can 
estahlish, as your Committee helieve we can, hr. atatiatical tables, 
the suptriority of our climate in ita e1emption from· disease, we shall 
rapidly promote the ingreas of population from more unhealthy and 
aterile portions of tho South.. The RPgistera kept by the Medical 
Oflicera of the Bri tish a rmy during ita British occupation from 1763 
to 1 i83, indicated that it w1n the healthiest point occupi d by the 
British troops in any quarter of the globe: nnd the Registers of our 
own army ~a,•e show•• that e\"en during the F lorida war the loss by 
dise;ue and death was less than at the garrison stations in the North 
and West. Our towns upon the coast ha,·e long been famed for 
their llllubrity, nod it is belie,·ed the hea'th of the interior would 
compare fa•·orably with any portion of the Unite l Stales. 

The following table of the number of deaths in proportion to the 
population in the cities of Ch11rleston and Philadelphia, show t!•at, 
whi e the mortality of the white popuiation of Charleston is no 
,:roater than that of Philadelphia, the mortality among· the blacks in 
Chari atou is fully ; ne.thi ·d less than in Philadelp~•ia~ and is said to 
be but one-fourth of thnt in Boston ; facts having an important bear. 
ing upon 1he examination of the question as to the m Jre sanitory 
condition of blacks in the SJa,·e States. 

Tables of Mortality in Charles/on a11d Philadelphia. 

CHARLESTON. PuiLADF.LI'IIIA. 
l'cars. lVhilea. Jllacks. 1V7lites. ]!lacks.· 
1831 1 in 46 1 in 3i 1 in 39 1 in 33 
I 932 1 in 55 I in 55 1 in 28 1 in 22 
1833 1 in 55 1 in 55 1 in 47 1 in !l;) 

I83-l 1 in 4:2" 1 in ~4 Y. Fe\"er, 1 in 4 1 1 in 33 
183(; 1- in 43 1 in 46 do. do. I in 38 I in :n 

Your Committee therefore recommend the pa1111age of an ••ct 11 
pro,·ide fo r t ~e registration of births, deaths nnd marriages. 

G . R . FAIRBANKS, Chairman. 
\Vhich was recei\"ed and concurred in. 
~lr. Fairbanks, from a Select Committee, made the fo)owing re­

port: 
The Joint Select Committee appointed to examine th office :111<1 

proceedings of the Register of P ublic Lands, nsk lea\·e to 

,· 

.147 

REPORT : I 
That they have enmined, with much care nnd attention, the op­

·erations of this office, nnd have found it managed with the utmost · 
skill order, 11nd economy. It will be recollected that preyious to 
·the ~lection of tbe present Register, the ·office hnd been vacant fo~ .a 
-year,. and corisequently tho present incumbent haa ·been req•1ired'to 
n.rrau·.,e and re "ulate, not on I v the business of the curr~nt year, but 
the prlncipa) p~rtiOI' of thai of. lh<: precedi.ng· ~ear, an~ at the same 
time to mako a complete organ1zat1o!l of has office. Hts attendance 
at Washin.,tun lor the purpose of securing to the State an early re­
cognitioa\ ~- tho selections mad,e has a lso been rcqilired. He has,. 
also attended and made sales of above· twelve thousand acres of land 
in dilfc.rent portions of the State, ·. Your committee deem it but just . 
to express their fa\"orable opinion of the promptnesa, judgment and 
ability with which· thesc vnricd and nrduous duties have been per-
furmed. . 

Tho operations of the office may be• briefly summed up as follows: 
, QUANTITY Ol" LA:'iD SELECTED, 

For Semiiiarif;s, ~ A oved. 48,437 acres. 
" Schools, 5 )lpr 7,371· " 
" Inte rnal i mprovements, 155,061 " 
" Internal Iinprovernents, sc.lccted,·· but not 

• reportod, 43,737 " .- --. 
___ Q~antity_?f la.nd .sclec~~d, __ ~~~ 

~ J'IR~1' ~ - aJ:COND - ~ TJ;IRD 

" 
BY WHOM S &LECTI: p. 

:-\'.'"~I.Ra-~lJlh; --~---- ,-: 

A. l\1. R o\ndolph, 
C. F. Whitner, 
H. Wells, 
B. Rarkley, 
S. J. Pe rry, 

Qi:A LITY. Q'[ALITY. · ' QUAf_:IT~ . 

-~ l7,o69 19111,971 47120,927 o:i 
12,134 00 22,286 00 25,:333 00 
25,303 37 16,639 70 35,609 4:.! 

1

4,15·1 18 8,:;52 71 10,303 OG 
3,291 10 3,3!36 31 17,934 9:! 
8,190 00 3,910 00 7,570 08 

l7o,I -t l 84 6~,606. in i11,168 :32 
66,696 1S 
70,1-11 84 

.Acres, 2!;4,606 3:; 
Cost of locating, 8 8,i8f> 65 

T he amount of saleiha,·o' been 11,80f> acres; producing 832,8211 
24, and averaging 8~ i S per acre. Thesl' 6alcs were, however, 
111ade of lands long since s~lected, nna some of which wer,o apprais­
ed at only 81 per acre. T he amount received seems to your com. 
mittee fully equal to an)'\J"Casonable anticipativn. The selection of 
State lands is proceeding ns raridly as practicable, live lecating 
~eots being_llow in tl.e field. 



148 

Further aales of lands are to take place, the ensuing Spring, in 
Madison, Jefferson, and Marion Counties. . 

The result of the operations of the office during the put year ha,•e 
not only enabled it to defray ita current expenses, but to lay by a sur­
plua to be funded. It seems to your committee that some pro,·ision 
ahould be made by law to enable the Register to comply with that 
porlif?D of it which requires his office to be constant!,>: open, by au. 
thori:ting the employment of a clerk or deputy for the purpose or 
kecpin& open said office in the neceuary absence of th11 Rt!gtster. 

· G. R. FAIRBANS, 
Chairman Senatt! Committee. 

0 . M • . AVERY, 
LOUIS ALDRICH, 

Chairman House Committee. 
B. J. J. MITCHELL. 

Which was received and concurred in. 
The following rneasage from the House was rec~ived and read, 

and the ord~r therein contained concurred in : ( 
HousE oF Rt:PBE&ENTA1'IV~s; Dec. 27th, 1847. 

Honorable Presidettt of the Senate : 
StB: The Houae has this day adopted the following : 
Ordered thRt, the Senate concurring, the General Assrmbly will, 

at 3 o'clock on this day, go into an Election for a Comptroller of 
Public Accounta, to fill the vacancy in that office occuioned by tho 
resignation of N. p, Bemis, the late Comptroller. 

Very respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 
' Clerk House of R eprcsentath·es. 

i 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act relating to 
crimes and misdemeanora, . · 

Was read a third time, and on the question, " Shall the bill pass?" 
the yeas and nays were : 

Ycas-rttr. President',. Messrs. Avery, Burrill, Costin, Fairbanks, 
Floyd, Lorimer, i\te!\fillan, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, 
Watta-14. } 

Nays-None. 
So the bill passed. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certtfied to the House. . 
Engrossrd hill entitled, An act to amend an act rolatiro to elec. 

tions in this State, passed Dec. 29, 1845, 
Was read a third time. 
Mr. Avery mo,•ed to amend the title of said Lillao that it read as 

follows: 
An act in addition to an act relath·e to elections in this State, pass. 

ed Dec. 29, 1845. 
Which was adopted. 
On tho question, " Shall the bill pass 7" the ye:u and nays were : 

• 
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Y~as-!Hr. President, Meurs, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbank~ 
Lorimer, McMillan, Tabor, •r.racey, Watta-10. ' 

Nays-.None. 
So the bill passed. Title as elated. 
Ordered that the &arne be .certified to tho House. 
The following communication from his Excellency the Governor 

was received and read : ' 
ExEc~TIV2. DEPARTMENT, December 27 1847 

Gentlemen of tM. Senate and House of R.epresentati~es: ' ' 
It becomes my duty to inform you t .at N. P. Bemis, Esq., re. 

sigried his office .of Col)lplrolLer of Public Accounts, to take etfect on 
Tuesday last, th·e ·21st instant. His commiuion would not have ex. 
pi red until the end of the preaent session. · · 

The office being. thus n~an!, and the power of appointing to till 
the ,·ac~oey not bemg c_ons.tttltttonally vested in me, during a session 
of the General .-\saembly, It becomes your pro,inco to decide whe. 
ther or not you will elect some one Comptroller for .the balance of 
1\fr. Bemis' unexpire.d term. Very reapectfully, , 

. . W, D. MOSF.LEY. 
Engroued bill entitled, An. act to amend an act to or•;anize the 

.office of Comptroller of Public Accounls of tho State of Florida, ap. 
proved July 23, 184fi, . 

Was read a third time, and on the que&tion, "Shall the bill pass?" 
the yeas and nays were : · . 

Yeas-J\fr. President, Meesrs. Avery, Burrlu, Fairba~ka Lorimer 
Mc:llillan, l~riest, Tabor, Tracey, Watts.-10. ' · ' 

Nays-;-None. . 
So tho bill passed. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certifiad to thl'l House. 
On motion, the Seriate took a recess until a o'cloclt. 

3 0 9CLOCK, P. M, 

The following communicati~n was transmitted to His Excellency· 
the Governor: • 

. I \ . 
. SENATE CuAM.UER, December 27, ·1847. 

To hu E xcellency the G01:er11or of Florida: 
. I h11ve the honor herewltli to transmit for your- appro1·aJ a .bill en. 
t~tled, An Act t~ amend the aeveral acts relative to County Commis. 
•!onera, passed b~ t.he two Housea of the General Assemhly, and 
s1gned bl the pre~1dmg officers the reof. Yery respectfully, . 

. C. W. DOWNING, Sec. Senate . 
On. mollon, .. l\lessrs. Avery, Watts, and Austin; were appointed a 

~ommlltee to .1.nform. the House that the Senate was now ready io go 
mto•_the electiOn o~ Comptroller of Public Accounts. f<!r the State of' 
~lor1da! to "ct durulS the ,rernainder of the Session, (Mr. Bemis hav. · 
lng res1gne_d,) who reported that that duty bad been performed. 

' A comm1llee from the House ·informed tbc Senate that the House 
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<Y/U really to proceed to lllliu electiona; whereupon tho Senate pro. 
cced~d to the Hall of the House of Reprcaentalives, and tb~ General 
Asserr.bly proceeded by joint vote in aaid election. 

By tho invitation of the Speaker of tho Houae, the President of the 
. Senate took the Chair. 

The Preaident hliving announced that no111inations were in order, 
Mr. Forward nomin11ted Simon Towle. 
No other nominations being mode, the !Vote was as followa : 
!<'or Simon Towle-Mr. Preliident, Me~ra. A,·ery, Austin, Bur. 

rill, Ciostin, Fairbanks, Lorimer, McMilh{a, Moaoley, Priest, San. 
deraon, Tabor, Tracey, Watts, 1\lr. Speaker, Messrs. Aldrich, Ban. 
nerman, Bradwell, Burnham, Collins, Cook, Crawford, Forward, 
Garrason, Hagner, Hancock, Henderson, Higginbotham, HoiJart, 
King, ~. E. Muwell, .Morrison, Overatreet, Quiggles, Scott, She). 
don, Smith, Taylor, Waterston-311. 

So the President declared i\lr. Towle duly elected Comptroller of 
J'ublic Accounts of this State lo fill the vacancy caused by tho resig. 
.nation of N. P. Hernia. 

Tho Senate having returned to their Chamber, proceeded \Vith 
4,be Orders. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to pro\"ide for bail in :certain cases, 
. was read a second time. 

~rr. Fairbanks moved to amend the title of said hillso'that it read, 
a•: follows, viz: Bill to be entitled An Act to allow '¥·privilege of 
~ail in certain casee. Wbich was adopted. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third teading to.morrow. 
House bill entitled, An Act in addition to an act to organize Courts 

. of Prohate for the State of Florida, was read a second time, 
On motion of l\lr. Jlurritt, said bill was indefinitely postponed. 
House bill e.utitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 

amend the e1ecution laws, approved 15 i\larch, 1844, was read a se. 
. cond time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson referred to a select com. 
. mittee; said committee collsisting of Messrs. S3ndcrson, Austin and 
Tracey. 

iiouse hill e11titled, An act to make valid tho proceedings of sun. 
dry persons commissioned as Justices of the Peace of this State, wae 
read 11 aecond time, anu on motion of Atr. Fa-irba,nks, referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. . _ . 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the reltef of the poor and dealttute, 
and to guard against the accumulation of pauperism in the County of 
Leon, was raed a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
thin! reading to.morrow. · 

The following communication from his Excellency the Gp\'e rnor, 
"''as receh·ed and read : j . 

ExecuTIVE DEI'.~RTHENT, Dec. 27, 1847. 
.(;entlemen of IM Senate a11d House of ~re&entalive&: . 

1 ha,·e the honor herewith to transmtt the enclosed communrca. 
tion which I have deemed it my duty to lay before you without de. 

,'lAy.' The suhject maHer has so frequently engaged the attention ·l?f 

' 

l51 
. . I 
~e General As~emhlY• in.mentorials and resolutiens to the F'ederaf 
~o,·ernment, without a redress of the grie\'ance· complained of, that 
l really feel at a loss to make ·any suggestions from which I can 
l1ope for •.uccess. 'The information communicated is derived from 
a source entitled to the highest respect.· If you shall deem its consi • 
dora.tion sufficiently imp~rtant at this stage of the session, to share a 
port1on of your tabors, 11 11 respectfullr aubmilled, without any specia( 
reco~mendat!on on ·my pa~t, from· tl~e conviction that you will do 
what m yo~r judgment may be ~ecessary and. proper for the security 
of that po~liOn 0~ OUr f~llow-cillz~ns• " 'lio, from their proximity, mny , 
l1e mor~ 1mmed1ately mtereated m tho. remo,·al of this remnant of 
the Semmoles. Ve_ry respectfully; 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

CAsA DE ·LAco, Fla., 24Jh December, 1847. 
Jlis Excellency W. D, MosELEY, 

Governor of Florida: 
Sm: It is prorcr t·ha:t I should communicate to you tho following 

<'xtract~ from a letter of my son's, (H. F. Whitne·r, jr. ) He is en. 
gn~ed 10 a sun·.ey o~Public L~nds for the U. S, about sixly miles iu 
~' i'iorth E~st d~rect1on from 1 ampa, on tho old road :o Fort Mellon; 
1 he letter IS dated at" Camp, December 'Jth, 1847." . 

" I wrote you that I l1ad lost one of my mules so~c time U"O " 

(about three ."'ee~s pre\·iously,) "suppo~ed to be stolen hy Jndi~ n's: 
Another .h~s JUSt d1ed, and I am left with but one." " lVe'see l11dia118 
ctery day-perfe~tly l)'iendly...:...lfut I think the rascals stole· my first 
mule, and ha,~e smce taken nllrny corn." "I have Leen compelled 
ho\\:c,·er, to h~rc nnotl~er hand_on iheir account, to guard provisions.,: . 

\our Excelleu~y wll! ~ercCI\'C that these Indians arc fi·om eighty 
to a hundred miles oulstde of the boundary nssigned them hy .the 
(;eneral Go\'crnrnent-many miles North of white settlements al. 
thou~h th~re arc !'o s~lllers i~ th.c neighborhood of my son's su:\'cy: 
If th1s slafe ofthmgs 11 perm1tted to continue, collisions must ineri­
lahly occ.ur ~ctween the white settlers and t"11ese marauderg, Prompr 
~ommu01catwn ?f the facls lo the Indian ngcn!; to the U. S. officers 
10 command at :('am~a, and through them to the Indian Chiefs, may 
l~e .the means of h:wmg these. robbers recalled wilhin.their propet 
lm111s before any more serious consequences follow. 

I hare the honor to he your excellen'cy's oht. scn·t. 
. BEXJ. F. WIIITl'\ER: 

On motion of Mr. ·Burtill, rpfcrrod to .the Commillcc on the state · 
of the Commonwealth. · 
, H?usc preamble an~ rcsol~tions in re·l~tion to the rerno\·al of th11 · 

l~bhc Arms _and Eqtupmenls, were, on motion of Mr. Fairlianks, 
poslponed unll) to,rnorrow. 

Bi!l to he entitled, A~ act lo exempt ·rhe inhahitanls of Amdia Jsl. 
and, 10 tht Counly (/f Nassa~, from work!ng upon the roads on thr · 
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main lapd, was read a 1eeond time, and orde~ to be engroued for· 
a third readiniJ to.mor·row. 

Houae preamble and resolution• relative to file puaage of a Jaw in 
relief of ~ertain citizens of thia State, were a aecond time. 

1\lr. Smith moved to amend by adding at tbe end of aeetion 2 the" 
followingl ,.. 

A a also for all who lrave 8\Jitained louea by the Indian•• 
Which amendme.nt was adopted, the rule being wait'ed, the pre·· 

amble and reaolutiona read a third time and paaaed, • 
House bill entitled, An act to authorize'the Treaaorer of Alachua 

county to pay over to the Treasurer of 1\larion county, the amount ol 
the County tax in his banda, aaaeaaed and collectl.'d upon Ianda lying 
in Marion county, waa on motion, read a third time by its title, and 
on the question, " Sha ll the bill pua1" the yeas and nays were : 
Ye~Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, 

Fairbank•, 1\fcl\lillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, SMith, Tabor, 
Tracey, Watts-14. 
Naya~None. 
So the bill passed. Title aa alated. . 
Resolution in relation to the e mployment or Hugh Archer in the" 

Comptroller's office, was read a second time. ( · 
Mr. Avery moved to amend by adding, 
Ruolved 2d, That the amount of said allowance shall be withheld 

from said N. P. Bernia' salary, so far as the said N. P. Bemis is justly 
reaponaible for the work done. 

On which the yeas and naya were called for by Messrs. Fair. 
banks and Smith, and were: 

Yeas-Messrs. Avery and McMillan.-...2. 
Nays-!\fr. Preaident, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, 

Lorimer, 1\loseley, Prieal, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watts-12. · 
So the Senate refused to adopt the amendment. Ordered that 

said resolution be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow, 
House bill entitled, An Act to amend tho aeveral acts regulating 

ludicial Proceedings, was on motion of Mr. Fairbanks postponed 
until to-morrow. ; 

House bill entitled, An Act to repeal an act e11titled an act to 
amend an act to establish a tariff of fees, appre,•ed Feb. 15, 1834, 
11nd which was nppro~ed Dec. 27, 1845, was on motion of Mr. Avery 
)aid upon the table. 

House resolutions relative to locating the School Lands ih eighth& 
of sections, was read the second time, and ordered for a thi/d reading 
to-mor.row. 

Engrossed hill entitled, An act to organize the county of Holmes, 
was read a third time, and on the question, "Shall the bill pass?" 
the yeas and nays were: 

Yeaa-1\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, 
Lorimer, 1\ldlillan, Mo,seley, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Tracey, Watt~ 
-13. 

Nays-!\lr. Austin-1. 

' 

15J 

·So. the bill p11ued: Tit~e· aa stated. Ordered. that t.be iame 'btr 
eertified to the House. . 

Engrois~d bHI entitled', .An ~ct .to abolish .the Charter of the Ciix 
of Apalac~icola, was read ,a third t!me, aftd Oil the question, Shalt 
the bill paaa? the yeas an~ n11ys were : . . 

Yeaa.-..Mr. Preside~!, M~ur~. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanka, . 
Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Pr~a't, S.aoderson,Smith, Tabor, Tracey,' 
Watts-:-13. · · 
Nays-N~ne; so the ,biH paued by tlie requiaiie conatit!)tionaf 

majority. Title u alated. Ordered tliat the same be certified tO' 
the House. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to:morrow,.lO o'clock.· 

---· 
TuEsDAY, December 28, Hi47.­

The Senate met pursuant to adjo~rnment. 
Rev. Mr. Choke officiated aa Chaplain. . , 
A quorum being present, on motion of 1\lr. Tracey, 'he reading of 

the Journal was dispenaed\vit~. 
Tho foll<;wing communication wu transmltte9 to his Exeellency 

t1Je Governof by the Sllcretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives : 

• HouSE oF REP'RESE~TATIVEs, December 2S, 1847. 
To his E.rcelltlltg the Gorernor of Florida : . . 
. SIR :-The two Houses having met in the H ouse of Repreaenta. 

t1ves on Jeaterday (·27th in at.) for the purpose of electing a Comp. 
troller o.f Public A~coun~s for the State of ~odda, t~ fil! ~he vacancy 
caused by the res•gnatJon of N. P. Bem1s, Mr, Snnon Fowle wad 
alone put in nomination, and, having receiveif thirty-nlne votes the 
President declared him duly elected Comptroller of Public Acc~unt• 
for _the State. of Flori~a, to fill tbe' vacancy occasioneil by the resig-
nallon o( N. P. &mts. · · 

~ Very Respectfully, 
W. C. 00\VNING, 

. . Sec. Senate. 
1 . . .. w. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk.Housc of Representati~e8'. 
1\1~ . Sanderson presented the following Resolutions, which werd 

.read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-morrow. 
. Reso~ted ~y the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
6f Florida tn General Assembly conrened, 1st, That any Territory 
w~ich tll.c United. States ~ay hereafter acquire by purchase or other• 
WJse, becomes tho common property of the several States co(llposin"' 
t~~ .confederacy ; and whilst it so continues, it is the right of. each 
C!llzen of each and· every State to reside with his pr_operty of every 
deaeription within such territory. 

Resolved, 2d, Tl!,at in ~heir opinion the Compromise, known air 
2() 
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ths " Missouri Compromise," having been entered into by the No.j 
tiona! Congress, under mutual concessions, ahould be •acredly ob, 
served, and declared binding forever upon the Union. 1 

Jlu()h'efl, 3d, That in the event the " Minouri Compromise" ahall 
be violated by our Northern brethren, it will be ths duty of the 
Southern representation to fall back upon the eonalitutional ground of 
equality and jmtice ; and should tho Constitutional barrier prove in. 
sufficient to securo to us an equal inheritance, as weH to the public 
domain as to the rights and privileges of freeTMn, then to withdraw 
from the National Congren, and return to their constituents. 

1\lr. Floyd presented the following pt'eamble and resolution, which 
were reatl tho first time and ordered for a second reading to-morrow. 

Whereas, large tracts of the public Ianda lying in the vicinity of 
lake Okee-cho-bee, and in that region South of said lake called" The 
Everglades," being covered with water, are incapable of being sur­
veyed and subdivided, and are therefore valuelen to the United 
States ; a_nd whereas, it is believed that a l .. rge portion o£ said lands 
may be drained by canals, reclaimed, and made valuablo for the cul­
ti\·ation of tropical plants and fruita; and whereas, it is belie,·ed that 
these lands, if reclaimed, would not only remunerate this State for 
the expense of such reclamation, but would yield a considerable sur. 
plus above such expense-therefore, • 

ll!solt-ecl by t!,e Senate and House of R eprese11latires of the Stale 
of Florida in General Assembly com:ened, That Congress be request­
ed to grant to this State all of said lands lying S9uth of Carloo-sa. 
hatcheo ri,•er and of the Northern shore of lake ()kee.cho.bee, and 
between the Gulf of Mexico and tho Atlantic ocean, on condition 
that the State will drain them, and apply the proceeds of tho sale 
thereof, af\er defraying the expense of draining, to purposes of educa-
tion. ' 

1\lr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, presented the following 
report: · 

The Select Committee to whom was referred the bill to be enti­
tled, Ari Act to amend an net entitled an act to amend tho E~ecu. 
tion la\Y1 has had the same under consideration, and REPORT the 
~arne back with an amendment, and recomml'ncl its passage. 

J. 1'. SA~DERSO~, Chairman. 
Which was recei~ed. 
Tho H ouse returned H ome bill entitled, An Act to provide Writs­

of Error in Criminal Cases, which had !Jeen iamenued by ~he Se. 
nate, wuh a message stating that the House refused to concur in the 
amendments ofthe Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate insisted upon their amend· 
:nents. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. J 

Engrossed bill entitled, An act to allow tho privilege of bail in 
~ertain cases, 

• 

' 
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'Was read the third time, and on the question " ·aba-U·tho bill pasa?" · · 
-the yeas and nays were : I . · 

Yeas-1\fr. Pr~sident, - 1\fe~srs. Avery, Austin, Durritt, Costin, Fair­
banks, Floyd, Lonmer, 1\fcl\IJ!lan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith 
Tracey, Watts-.15. ' 

Nay~l\fr. Tabor.-1. 
·So. said bill rassed. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

. ~ngr11ssed bill e11title~, An act for the rtliei of the poor and de's. 
t1tute, and to guard aga1nst tho accumulation of pauperism in the 
County of Leon, 

Was rend the third time, and on the question" shalrthe bill pass?" . 
-the yc!ls and nays were : . · ·. : ' 

Yeas-1\fr. Pr~sident, Me~srs. Avery, Austin, Durriti, Costin, Fair­
·~nnks, ~l,oyd, Lonmrr~ 1\ICIIIillan,l\loseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, 
fabor, lracey, Watts-16. 

Nays-None. · 
So the bill passed-title as stated. 
Ordered that, the same be certified to the House. 

. Engrossed hill entitled, An act to exempt the inhabitants of A me. 
l1a Island, in the County of Nassau, from workinr. on the roads on the 
main land in said Countv, " 

Was read the third time, and on the que6.lion "shall the bill pass 1'' 
the yeas and nays were : . 

Ye3,11-l\fr. President, :\leurs. A\·ery, Austin, Durritt, Costin Fair­
banks, Floyd, Lorimer, llfc:\lillan, !\lose loy, Priest, Sanderson Smith · 
Tabor, Tracey, Watts-16. · . ' ' 
Nnys_.:~one. . · · 
So the lnll passed-title as stated. . 
Ordered ihat the same be ceitified to the House, 
Dill to be entitleq, An act to amend an act entitled an act to au. 

thorize and empower tho Comptroller of Public .Accounts to auuit 
and allow the contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts and Supreme 
Court of Florida, appro,·~d by the Governor December 29, 18-15, 

Was read the .second t1me. 
On 'motiop of Mr. Sander5on, tho Senaie · resolved itself into a 

Committee of t~e Whole on sa!d bill, l\lr. , Tracey in the Chair. 
A!ter some t1me- spent _the rem, the committee rose, and by their 

Chatrman rl'portcd the btll back to tho Scuate with amendml'nts 
and asked lo be discharged from tho t'urther consideration thereof. ' 

Which rrpor! was conctiTred in, tho amendments adopted, the bill . 
read a second lime, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

R esolutions relath•e to tpe Wilmotl'roviso, presented by Mr. Fair­
banks, the minority of the Committe'~ on Federal relations · 

\Vere read a second time. · · ' 
. On motion of l\Ir. Buh'itt, the \'Ole of tho Senate, relaHve to atri. 

· kmg out the .first, second and third resolutions wWch was take11 011 
1-'riday last, ·was reconsidered. ' 



156 

.ori motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

3 0 1CLOCK1 p, Jll, 

The Sen..teproceeded with the considerntio~ of the rcsoluti.ons !ela.. 
AiYe to the Wilmot Pro1•iso, offne.Q .by l\f,r. Fa1rbanks, the mmor1ty of 
the committee on Fedezal Relations .• •· 
· On motion of l'tfr, Avery the 1st re~olution IWilS .arrick,cn out. 

l'tfr. A 1·cry move~ to substitute the follow.ing jn lieu ~hereo~.: 
Be it Resolced, That war. being the d1rest calam1ty wh1ch ca.u 

'befal a nation, b.rin.:ing, as it does, in its train the tears of the WI· 

dow, the wail of the orphan, desolation, dis.e~sc, a~d death, shoulc,l 
never be undertakeu, so long as it cal) be avo1ded w1th hon~r,. or so 
long as difficulties betw.een J1alions ~ay be settled by negotu1110n. 

RtsolL-ed, 2d, That in the opinion of this G~ner.al Assembly, "t.he 
immediate cause of the war between tho Umted States and l\lex1co 
was the marching of our forces fi·om Corpus Christi to the banks of 
the Del Norte"-and that the President of t.l)e United States in or­
dering Genera.! Taylor to the Rio J)el Nor.te, at a time when h~ 
had in his possession information from the comm.andcr of tho 1\fe.xl.­
can forces, that tho Mexican troops ~~·ould rcmau) on t~c West s1de 
oft he Del Norte, if tho American troops wouldlrcmam at Corpus 
Christi, (the President withholding from Congress t.hat information,) 
is himself justly responsible for all the money wh1ch has been ex. 
pended, the blood which has been shed, the.Ji,·es which hal'c heen 
lost, the suffering which has been endured, 111, the present unhappy 

. contest. 
· Resolved 3d That while 1\·e feel free to express our disapproba­
tion of the ~onduct of the President of the United States in precipi. 
tati11g this country into a war with 1\lexicp, _we do not mean t~ he 
understood as justifying the conduct of.l\leuco t.owards the Umted 
States prio r to the war, nor as propostng to Withhold the sup~ort 
necessary to Lring the war to a sp~edy and honor~hle conclusiOn, 
believing as we do, that had the Congress of the Umtcd Slf!lss, el'e!l 
before the order of the President abo1·e aHuded !o, deemed tl expedi­
ent to declare }Var, th;lt body would have bcenfjustjficd in do.ing so. 
Therefore, . 

On which the yeas and nays wero called for by 1\Iessrs. Fa1rbank 
and Costin, aud were : 

Yeas_:Mr. President, 1\lessrs. A"ery, Austin, llufritt, Lorimer, 
McMillan, San.derson, Tracey, Watts--:-9· J . . 

Nays-~lessrs. Costin, Fairbanks, I~ loyd, 1\loseley, Pr1est, Sm1th, 
Tabor-7. 
· So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Fairbanks oflered the following amendment: 
Resolced, That the war with Mexico is National and should re, 

ceive our united and cordial support. 
' l\lr. Sanderson off~red the following substitute ; 

. I 

- --------
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'Whereas, a state of wiu exists between the United States a~t6 
'Mexico, therefore- . : 
.. ResolOO:l, That the war is National and as suc.li, requires and shoulr,l 

,receh·e cordial and united support. 
Which was adopted. 
Ordered tha,t said resolutions be engrossed for a third reading to. 

morrow. . 
· Engrosse~ re110lutions iR relation ·to the Wilmot Proviso, accompa~ 

nying the majority report of the. ·coinrnittec on Federal Relations, 
were read a third time and adopted. 

Ho11se ·bill erttitled, An act to amend an act entitled, An act to 
amend the execution laws,.npprovcd l ::itb 1\larcb, 18H, 

\Vas read a second time. 
On motion of 1\fr. Sanderson, tho Senate resoh·cd itself into a com­

mittee of the whole on said hili-Mr. A1·cry in the Chair. 
After some·.'timc spent therein, the commit~ee rose, and ·hy their 

Chairman reported the hill back to the Senate with arncndnients, anr,l 
ask«>d to be discharged from the furthr.r consideration thereof. 

Which report was concurred in, the amcndmants adopte~, the ·hill 
read a second time, and the amendments ordered to be engrossed for 
a third re.'\ding to-rHocrOI<'. 

House hill C(ltitled, An act to amend the se1·eral ,acts regulating 
Judicial proceedings, · . . 

Was read the second time. 
l'tfr.•Sandcrson moved to postpone said bill indefinitely,. 
Which was lo~t. 
Ordered that said. hill l1e read a third time to.rnorrow. 
Houst< preamhle and resolution in relation to the rcmova.l· of lite 

Public Arms and Equi ;>ments, . 
~Vas read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Tracey, laid upou 

the table. . 
Ho~sc resolutions relati\·c to locating the School J:ands in eighths · 

of sections, 
Were read the third time and passed. 
Engros~ed resolution irl relation to the employment of Hugh ~r-

olter in the €omptroller's office, . · 
\Vas read the thir.d ti •nc' and passed. 
House bill entitled, An aet to declare Pittman's Creek, in Walton 

County, a na,·igahle stream, · 
. Was read thc ·6rsrt.ime11and ordc~~d for a second reading to.mor. 
row. 

House hill entitled, An act to provide for the qualification, and to 
prescribe the duties, of "clerks, Sheriffs, and County Commissioners 
.elected on the 1st J\londay in October, 1847, and for other purposes, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to-m!)r- · 
.row. _ . 

House bill entitled, .An act in relaiion to roads in Col!Jmbia arui 
:~asaau Co~nties, 
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\V aa read the first time, and ordered for a second reac!ln~ to-mor. 
row. 

Houie bill entitled, An act to provide for the sale of Ianda granted 
to the State· for the purpose of Internal Improvemomt, 

\Vas read the first time, and ordered for a second reading to.mor. 
row. 

House bill entitled, An act to change the name of Sarah A. Hoi. 
den, of Jackson County, to that of Sarah A. Howell, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second !eading to.mor. 
row. • 

House 'hill entitled, An act amendatory of the criminal laws now 
in force in this State. 

Was read the tint time and ordered for a second reading to.mor. 
row. 

House preamble and resolution relath·e to a speedy survey of the 
prh•ate land claims in Florida, . 

\\'as read the first time and ordert.d.for o. second reading on to.mor. 
row. 

House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to organize the Circuit 
Courts of the State of Florida, ' 

\\'as read the first time and ordered for a second retding to.mor. 
row. 

House bill entitled, An Act making appropriation for the payment 
of the printing and binding of Thompson's Digest, and finally dis. 
posing thereof, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a secqnd reading to. 
morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned ·until to-morro1v 10 o'c.lock. 

WED.SESDAY, December 20, 1847. 

-The Senate me: pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. 1\lr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. 
The following meiiSage frqm the House was recei1·ed and read: 

H ousE OF RErBESE.STATIVEs, Dec. 28, 1817. 
Hon. President of the Senate : J 

SIR :-1 transmit, with the enclosed bill, the documents res ectil•e. 
ly connected with the passage. 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
Also the following: 

H ousE OF RErllESE::'ITATIVEs, Dec. 27, 1847. 
flon. President of the Senate : 

Sill :-Senate bill entitled, " An act to prevent the introduction or 

' 
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flegroes into the Codnty. ~f Franklin,_ in this State,Jor hire, belongihg 
to non:residenta," was th1s day lost, 111 the House. · . 

Very Respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

, Clerk Ho. Rep. 
·Also the follo\ving: . . 

- HousE oF RErm;sE~TAnvEs, Dec. 28, 1847. 
Honorable Preside11t of the Senate: · . 

SIR :-The amendmpnts to House" Preamble and ResolutiOn rela. 
tive to the passaae of a -law in relief of certain citizens of this State," 
were this day c;ncurred in by the House. · 

Very Respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ilo. Rep. 
Also the following : · 

HousE oF RErRESE.STATIVEs, Dec. 27, 1847. 
Honorable Preside11t of t!UJ Senate: . .- • 

SJR :-The House insists upon its· amendment to tho enclosed. b1l:• 
entitled, An act to authorize the Executors of George Kingsley,dec'd. 
to sell real estate. · 

Very Respectfully, • 
W; B. LANCASTEJt, 

· ··C lerk H o. Hep. 
Whereupon the Senate insisted upon their disagreement to the 

amendment of the House, and Messrs. Burritt, Sanderson and Smith, 
we rtf a·ppointed a corntnittee to confer with a similar committee on the 
part of the House, on said bill. · ' 

The following message was also receil·ed and read: 
· H'ousE oF R EPRESEl\TATiyEs, Dec. 27, 1847. 

Honorable Pre&ident of the Se11ate : · · -
SIR :-The H ouse insists upon its dis:~grecment to the amendments 

proposed by the Sena_te to the House bill entitled, ." An ar.t to provide 
Writs of Error in criminal cases," and bas appomted l\lessrs. Hag. 
ncr Forward and Scott, joi1it committee of conference to. act with a 
simllar committee on the parl of the Senate in tho further disposal of. 
said uill. 

Very Respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

. \ · Clerk Ho, Rep. 
Whereupon Messrs. Burritt, Fairbanks and Avery were appointed 

a committee to confer with said committee from the House on said 
bill. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Enarossed bill entitled, An .Act•to amend an act entitled an act to 
authorize and empower the Comptroller o~ Pu~lic Accounts to audit 
ana allow the contingent expenses of the C1rcu1t Courts and Supreme 
Gourt, approved by the Governor, Dec. 20, 1845, -

\ ( 
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Waarllad a third time,' and on tho question "shall the blll paat1"' 

tho yeas and nays were: r 
Yeas-l\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin,. 

Fairbanks1 Lorimer, 1\lc!\lillan, Sanderson, Smith, W'atts-11. 
Naya-Me~rs~ Floyd, Priest and Tabor- 3. 
So said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered I hal rho same be 

certified to the House. 
House hill entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled an act to 

amend tho Execution laws, approved 15th March, 1S44, was read 
the third lime, and on the question, Shall the bill pus 1- tho yeas and 
nays were: 

Yeas-:\lems. Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Priest, Sanderson-5. 
Nays-l\lr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Floyd, Lorimer, 

1\lc!\liUon, Smitb, Tabor, Watts- 9. 
So said hill wos lost. 
House bill entitled, An Act in relation to roa~ in Columbia and 

Nassau countie~. 
Wu read tho second time, and ii appearing tha~ said hill was 

precisely like a bill of the same nature sent down to the House from 
tho Senate, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Secretary was ordere<J 
to return said bill to tho }louse, with the request that the House 
transmit to the Senn1.o the original Senate bill on said subject. 

House bill entitled, An Act to provide for tho qualifications, and to 
prescri!Je the duties of Clerks, She rills and County Comll)ission~rs, 
elected on the first Monday in October, 1847, and tor other purpose~, 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Judici~ry Committee. 
House bill entitled, An act to declare Pitman's Creek, in Waltolt 

County, a nrtvigable stream, 
Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-

ro\v. ' , 
House hill entitled, An act to amend an act to prO\·ide for the sale 

of tho lands granted to tho State for the purpose of Internal improt·e-
ment, 

Was read a second time. 
Mr. Avery otlered the following amendment: 
Be it further enacted, That all conveyances of\land made by th& 

Register of Public Lands shall be attested hy the Secretary of State, 
undet the seal of the State;. and that conveyances so attested shall 
be permitted to be recorded in the same manner as other deeds arc 
1ecorded. 

Which was adopted. 
l\£r. 1-'loyd ollcred the following amendment : 
Be it further enacted, That alicr said lands shall hat·e been ~ffer. 

ed as is contemplated unde r the above s·ections of this act, it slu I be 
lawful lor any person or persons to become a purchaser or purch sers 
of said lands, that may not hl\\'e ''ecn sold, at tho following prices, to 
wit: lor first rate land, one dollar per acre; second rate, set·enty. 
ti•·e cents; and third rate, fifly cents; and said Register be, and be 
is hereby, authorizoo to take the same security as in other cases ; and1 
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that no one person shall lie entitled to p111'chaae, under this amend: 
men I, more than eighty acres. 

On motion, said hill was postponed until to-morrow. 
· En,rossed resolutions relative to tho 1\Iexican war, 

We~o· read 'a third time, and on motiou of Mr. A'very,laid .upon 
~~~ . ' 

House bill entitled, An act to chango tho name of Sarah A. Hol­
den, of"Jackson County, to that of Sarah A. Howell, 

Was read a eocond time, and ordered for a t~ird re.ading to-mor: 
row. 

House bill entitled, An act amendatory of the criminal' laws now 
in force in this State, 

Was reatla second time, and on motion of lllr. Burrill, indefinitely 
postponed. . . . : . . 

House b1ll cnlltled, An act to amend an act t6 org:uuze tho C1rcu1t 
Courts of the State of Florida, 

Was read the scoond time. 
l\fr. Sanderson 1iio•·ea to amend by striking out ~· five," where it 

occurs in tho 8th line of section lsi, and insert "six." 
\V h ich motion was lost. 
Said hill was ordered for a third reading to-rilorrotv. 
H ouse hill entitled, An Act making appropriation for tho pnymen~ 

of the printing of Thompson's Digest, and fin all~ disposing thereol, 
Was on motion of M~. i\lcL.ean, postponed untrllo-morrow. 
Resoltllions relatire to the war with Mcsico, offered by Mr: S!ln-

derson, . 
Were read the second time, ancJ. ordered to bo engrossed for a 

third reading to-morrow. · 
l'rcam!Jle and Resolution relative to the urainiug oft he Erergladcs, 
We re reno a second time, and ordereu to be engrossecl for a third 

reading to-morrow. · . . 
House Preamble anu Resolution relative to a speedy surrey of 

the Private Land Claims in Florida, · . 
Were rea·d a second time, the rule waived, read a third time, and 

passed. . 
House bill entitled, Ali Act to amend tho several acts rrgu!at:ng 

Judicial Proceedings, was read ·r. third t ime. and on the qucstiOJI, 
Sball1he hill pass '! the yeas and ~mys were.: 

Yeas- :llr. !'resident, Messrs. Austin, Burrill, Costin, Lcri mcr , 
1\ldl illan, Priest, Tabor- '3. 

Nays-:llessrs. Avery, Floyd, !\loseley, Tracey- ·1. 
-So said bill passed. · Title as stated. . \ 
House hill entitled, An Act for tb relief of Crat·cn G. Fi:;,, 
' Vas read the first time, an~ ordered tor a second read in_;;· tu-m_or-

row. 
H.ouso bill entitled, An .\ct for the relief of R. E. Little, 
Was read the first time. 
1\lr. Austiq..moved that the r_ule be waiveu, and said bill ;·e:w It 

. !Second time. 
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Which motion WIU !oat, at1d the bllf otdeted' fol' a silcohd' readinlt 
to-morrow. 

House bill elttitled, An act for the relief of' Iohn Stone, 
Waa read the fil:at time, and' ordered fg.t a· second· reading to.mor. 

row. . 
On motion, a committee, ~oniisting of :Messl'!l. Fairbanks, Tabot 

and McMillan, wa& appoi.nted to inforni' the House. tliat the Senate 
waa now ready to go into the election of Register of Public Landa 
and Clerk of the Supreme Court, who reported that that duty bad 
been performed. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
wu ready to go into said elections. 

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the House of Representatifcs. 
On the invitation of the Speaker, the President took the Chair. 
The President·having·announced·that nominations for Clerk of the 

Supremo Court were in order, 
1\lr. Lorimer nominated D. P. Hogire; 
1\fr. Blackburn nominated' 1\larianno D. Papy. 
The vote was Ill follows : ( · 
For Hogue-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori. 

mer, McMillan, Moseley, Sande.rson, Tracey, Walls, Mr. Speaker, 
Messrs. B~nnerman, Bradwell, Bryan, Collins, Crawford, Hagner, 
Henderson, Higginbotham, Iohnston, W. M. 1\fal\vcll, Morrison; 
o,·erstreet, Quiggles, Scott, Shelrlon, Smith, Tanner, Waterson-29. 
· For Papy-Messrr. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 'fa. 

bor, Aldrich, Allison, Arnou, Blackburn, Burnham, Cook, .ForwMd; 
Ga·rrason, Hancock, Hobart, King, Mitchell of Jackson, Mitchell 
of Monroe, Ross, Shields, Taylor-23. · 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, tlie elections were suspended, and the 
Senate returned to their Chamber. 

On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

3 o'CLOCK, 1'. ]1[. 

On motion of Mr. Fairbanks, Mr. Sanderson was added to the 
committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and~ allowed to 
introduce a Lill to Le entitled, An act to organize a ool for the 
education of poor children, within the county of Frank in. 

Which was read t.he first time, the rulo waived, road a second time 
by its title, and ordered toLe engrossed for a th ird reading to-morrow. 

Th'e rule being waived, l\fr. Moseley '"a! allowed to present a peti. 
1 ion from sundry citizens of Columbia county, praying an appropria. 
tion for the cleaning out of the River Sawannee. · 

Which was read und referred to the committee on Internal l m· 
provements. 

The rule being waired, l\fr. Sanderson presented n petition of tb:t 
31ttrne nature. 

' 

• 
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Which was a1so ref~rred to the committee on Internal Improve.' 
.menta. · . · 

'f~e- House returne4 ,SenaJe rll~olutions in relation to the Wilmot ' 
Prov&so, as passed by the l;louae, without amendmen(4. 

Ordered to be enrolle". 
On motion, .tlle SeDate adjourned uutil to,n:wrrol"' 10 o'clock, 

TuunsDAY, December 30, 1847. 

·The Senate met pursuant to. adjournment. 
Rev. !'tlr. Ch_oice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum hem~ pr~ent, on motion of l\fr. Tracey, the reading of 

the Journal was iltspensed with. 
Th~ following message was .rccei•·ed from the ·Hotise of Re re. 

sentattves and read : · p 
HousE REPRESF.NTATI\~Es, December 211th 1847 

Honorable President of ihe Senate : ' · . 
. Sm :-The ~ouse ha_s ado~ted the following, r.elative to the an b. 
Ject fo~ the spectal co.nstderat&on of which the joint A~mbly thia 
day adjourned: . 

. l. Res?~ved, As the.senee ~f. ill is Hoose,'chat wl!.en the Coristitu.· 
t1on of th1s State requtres a concurrent vote of both Houses of the 
General As.,emLly, or when it requirefi a joint vote of both Horucs , 
of the ~en.eral Assembly, then, and in such an event, there should 
be a "?aJortty of a!l those who are qualiried as Senatore and Repre. 
sentattves.t? consll.tute a choice,,leaving out of the number any that 
111ay hav.: ~1ed, rcstgned, or obtatned lca1·e ef absence for the balaric03 of the sess1on. . 

2. !le~~l,d, As the furthe; sense of this Ho~se thai when the 
Conshtutton or th? law requiring a joint vote of the deneral As. 
sembly, then, and 111 t~'at event, a majority of a quorum of those Sen. 
ato~s and R~presentahves. who have qualified only is necessary to ·a 
~otce, leavmg out of the com,putation any that mav have' died re 
s•gned: ot .obtained leave of absence for 'the balance of the ses;ion: 

Whtcb Is ~rdered to be certified to the Senate. 
V cry respectfully, 

. I ~- B •. LANCASTER, 
. . ~lerk . House Representafivei. 

On the question to concuf lA Bald resolutio. ns, tho yeas and ·nays 
~v.ere called for by Messrs. Floyd and Tabor, and \vere : . 

Ycas-Mr. President, Messrs. Lorimer and 'fracey-3. 
Na~·s-Messn;. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd 

McMJIIai'\,.Moseley, PriPst, ~anderson, Smith, Tabor, Watts-1 3. ' 
So tbe Senate refused to concur. 
Mr: Sanders()~ o!fered the following resolution: · 
W!u:aEAs, lt l&lmp?rtant the there should h'o a uniformity of con. 

atruchon for future . gu1dance and action of' the two ·Houses of the 
fJ.e11eral 4saembly •n;:-ell cllses ofelection by said bodies: ·therefore, 
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IJe it• Resolved, As the sense of the General Auembly, that wheq 
the Constitution of the State rcquiries a concurrent vote of bot~} 
House's of the General Assembly, then, and in that e\·ent, there 
ahoult! be ll majority of all the Senators and Representatives elect tQ 
constitute a choice; and that when the Constitution of the State rc. 
quires a joint vote, then, and in such event, there should be a major. 
ity of all the Senators and Representatives present, provided there i4 
a majority of each body present. ~ · 
W~i~h were received, and ordered to be placed among the orders 

of the pay. 
J\fr. Burritt moved the iUIIowing: 
l\lr.. Durritt moves that the Senate communicate to the House of 

Representatives iti readiness to wait upon that body, at any hour of 
this day w~ich may suit its con,·enience, to proceed in the election of 
a Cll'rk of the Supreme Court of this State, and Register of the Pub­
lic Lands, and which election was &l1spended on yesterday. 

Which was adopted, 11nd the House informed by a committee con. 
sisting of 1\fcssrs. Fairbanks, Moseley, and Costin. · 

.1\f r. Tabor offered the following resolution : 
Rcsohcd, That this General Assembly, (the House or Represent. 

ath•es concurring,) adjourn sine die on the Oth day of January, 18~6. 
Which was re:1d the first time, und ordered for ~ ~econd readtng 

to-morrow. l 
A committee from the Ilouse informed the Senate that the House 

was rearly to proceed with the election of Register of Public Lands 
and C lerk of the Supreme Court so soon as the Senate should be 
pleased to proceed therewith. 
· 1\t r. F loyd presented the following resolution, \vhich was read the 

first time. · 
RcsrJI'ctl by the Senate of tltc General Assembly of the Stale of 

Florida, That the import ani public services o( .l\lajor General Zach~­
ry Taylor, his admitted ability and. strict intcgrit~, his elc.vated po~l· 
tion in the confidence of the Amencan people, h11 republican habits 
and manners, and his independent relation to the two great political 
partie~ of the country, all point to him, at a time so critical as. this, as 
the first choice of the American people for the office of Prcstdent of 
the United States. I 

1\!r. floyd mored that the ntle he waived and said resolution read 
a second timo. 

On which the yen~ ani! nays were called for by Mesars. Floyd and 
Costin, and wcro : . 

1
} . 

Yeas-)lr. President, Messrs. A,·ery, Costtn, Floyd/ Mc!\lillan, 
Sandcrsnn, T abor, Tracey, Watts-0. . _ 
Nays-)I~Esrs. Durritt, Fairbanks, Mosely, Priest, Sm1th-<J. 
So the Senate refused to wai,·e the rule . 
OrderPd that said resolution be read a second time. 
Mr. Watts from the committee on taxation and rerenue presented 

tbe following rt'port: . 
The Committee on· Taxation and Revenue, who were mstructed 

16.5 

,to report the amount which may be realized from the taxea aaaeNCcl 
under the present laws, and what amount will be necessary for the 
.current exp!!ntes of the year 1848, . and whether any, and wha~ 
amount of ot11.er or v.dditional taxes are requisite, beg lea\'e respect. 
fvlly to · nEPORT : · . 
· 'fhat they have fully and carefully examined the subject referred 
to then;~, anrt·froll) an examination of the asaessment rolls of the year 
1847, they ijnd. that, the amount assessed for thar year. was, includ. 
in" double taxes, the sum of $51,731.80-that'the amounts deducted 
fo;insolvencies and overcharges, including the expense'.of assessing 
li-nd collecting, would reduce the amount ~'·hich has been, and will 
probably be paid into tbe Treasury, to the sum of about 841,000-,. 
that taking the assessment of. 1647 as our guide in estimating the 
amount which may be colleoted for the ye11r 1849, undes the rate$ 
of taxation prescribed by existing law1, we can hardly estimate that 
the 'nett receipts will_ be an amount exceeding $42,000. 

The peJI poini to which our attention is directed by the resolution 
is the probable expenditure lor the support of' the ' State Govern­
ment for the year 1648-upon which point your Committee submit 
the following estimate, prepared by !ho Comptroller under a reso)u, 
tion from the House of:Representati,·es-remarking, however, that 
we deem the esti'!late for paying jurors as too low, (jut ~e~haps tho 
general estimate is \'f!ry nearly correct; and ~e.markin& turther that 
the outstanding balances due (rom the Shenlh for the year 18~7, 
.are considered sufficient hy the Comptroller to meet the outstandmg 
warrants issued prior to 1st Nov . . 1847. 

Probable Expenditures for Fiscal Year 1848. 
Estimated amount out;tnnrling, not audited, and which 

accrued prior to Fall Term, 18,17, $1,200 
Legislatice D eparlment.-Session of 45 days:-
. l'ay of mell)bers, clerks. al)d other ofiicc1s, ~10,800 

Printing for the session, 2,3:>0 
Contingent expenses, 3:>0 

E:recJtlivc l)!lpar/men.t,-Salary of officers, 
Judicictl Dczmrtment.-Sil.Ja~y of four Judges, Attorney · 

General ani:! four Solicitors, 
illililia. Expense of.-Salary of Adjt. & Inspector Gcn'J. 
Printing Lau:s, 4·~.-Printing Laws and Reports of Su. 

preme Court, • 1 • .;, • • 

Supreme Court.-Fct•s and per diem of clerk, 82:>0 
Per diem of Sherifr ani:! serrant hire, • 150 
Contingeut !lipenscs, 300 

'l7wmpSD11's Digest 'of Lmrs.-Pay to Compiler, 82,:>00 
Expense publishing and distrjhuting, · • 2,500 

--.-

=13,560 
4,200 

9,300 
500 

1.000 

=iOO 
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Jrt~r:~ .La.!uU.-salary of Regist~, 
rave"':"'e expenses, • • • • 81,009 

300 

Crim~nal Prwecutimu and .Contingent Erperue of Ci>u;u 
(It IS~uggestcd tba~ a specific appropriation for each ' 

,cou~ty made, keepmg the expenS/3 JJf crilninlj.!s and 

~1,300 
13,00Q 

~onhngent ,expenses separate IUld distinct. J . 
PaY_ of Jurors, at one dollar per day, 

Cont1ngent Fund, _. ·• 7,100 
5,000 

To~l, 861,860 
• The fOllowing table will h h · 

which courts are held. s ow t 0 csh~ate for each county in 

Countieo. 

Escambia 
Santa Rosa 
Walton 
Washington 
Jackson 
.Calhoun 
Frnnklin 

Gadsden 
Leon 
Wakulla 
J efferson 
1\ladison 
Hamilt~o 

llt.:~:;rJ:~~~ ~ ~:i.1~~;11~r!;d~"u~;·jj~~~~~o;~,~~riiA~~~·~,. 
8 12 12o 288 4o8 
6 8 90 192 282 
6 8 90 192 282 2 4 30 ·96 126 
8 16 120 384 504 
4 4 GO 96 156 8 12 1~0 288 408 

8 
12 
4 
8 
6 
4 

Tota/fw Western Circuit, ~ 

12 120 288 408 
24 180 576 756 
8 60 192 252 

12 120 288 ( . 408 
12 90 288 378 
6 60 144 204 

Total for bfiddle Circuit, $2,406 
4 GO 96 156 

Ornngc and St. Lucie 4 
Marion 6 
Alachua · and Levy 6 
Oolumbia 8 
Nassau 4 
Duval 8 
Sl. Johns 8 

Denton 
Hillsborough 
Monroe 
t}ade 

6 
8 
6 
0 

8 9Q 192 282 
8 00 192 
8 120 192 ~~: 
4 60 96 156 
8 120 102 312 
8 120 102 312 

Total for Eastern Circuit, ST,8i2 
6 90 144 234 
6 90 144i 234 
6 90 144 234 
0 00 000 000 

Tolal for Southern Circuit, r}2 
Orand T otal, 87 6 

N. P. BE~IS, Co"!:ptroll.' ~ 

-l 

• 

. \ 

Tlie third point refe;red to the Committe~ 11, wh~t~er. any ll:nd .. 
what increase of taxation is necessary 1· 1 · · 

Your Committee would remark that, it appears fi'Qm the forego.ing 
estimate, that abouHiie sum of 862,000 will be required to defray . 
the expenses of the State Government for the year 1848, and · rhat 
the present rates · of assessmtmt will not bring over the nett ·sum of 
S42,ooo; leavjng a deficit of $20,000. If iris the intention of the 
Legislature to raise the means of paying the amount approp~iated, it 
is evident that it will require an increase iii the present rate of taxa. 
tion. The expenses of la:st year were $52,0011, and the payment' of 
the Jurors and Compilation· of the La\'Vs, whic!b will fall within the 
present yel\f1 gives the increased espenditilre. The exemption of 
mahy articles from taxation, throws a greater burden ~pou other ar. · 
ticles taxed, and upon the adoption and carrying into effect of an ad. 
valorem system, it is believed the taxation may be reduced by the 
greater and more general equalization of taxation. In order to nleet 
the necessary expenses of the current year, your ~otnmittee repol't 
the follo"•ing table of such a uniformi ncreaseupon the present taxabhl 
property of the' Stale as will present the smaliest burden, upon any 
one class of tax payer~, while it will bring near the amount required, 
and it is hoped· by'an economical management, and careful bus. 
banding of our resources, the State may come out at the end of tbll 
year, with all ita liabilities satisfied.· 
T A$.\ULE SPECIES OF. PROI'EitTY, A:'\D .AliOUNT WJI[CJI WILL 1 Iii: 

Jt'E.ALJU:D UI'O:'\• TilE AltOL':'iT RETUR:'\ED ··on 1847. 
//cut .• of Taxation. .llmouut rtltmwl for I s.ri. 

Muurv :it Interest, $ ·14-1,452 at 25 cts. on each $ 100, will 
·produce, · $1,11'.2:!::. 

Bank Stock, 0~0.'!~9 i,70~ .J~ 
.Merchant;' Stock in trade, 51J~'.'~5 2,007 0\i 
Commission Merchants, I IS,S~ 207 viJ 
Carria~e9, &.c., ~·•3 ,-t!"'IG 233 7·1 
Town Lots , 2 , 10S,fJ:!:) !:1,2(i.J 00 
Value of Saw lllills, 11J3,t 5tJ 2:;1 &i 

'' of \Yhan· e.:~, Jlj7,tj:.!O 4 10 0[1 
33,'233 Sla\'cs, ~we rage \'aluc $ 300, at 'J:j cts. per $1 OfJ, ~-I ,U:.?O 00 
37,4;, I C::rqle of residents over 100 head , l th cent; each, !!3 1 % 
J;n;~ C~ttl(' of non-rcsidcntw, ." " ~th cents each , 31i ("J 

S:i l Gold Watches, at G2l cents each, ~3 1 &P 
7G1 Sih·cr \Vatc hcs, at :JI~ c£'nt!'i each, 23!1 G" 

1st rate Lanc.l, ·2-J9 ,% 'J a~rcs, at l J ce nt per arrc , ~3 ,1~3 7.-, 
2d " '' GD t,IJc;O " 1 " " •' 6,!H H EO 
3d " u 2,0US,.JS3 l 7,7r.G h' ' 
7 ,iiG White Male•, Poll Tax; !YJcents, 3 ,SV1i 0<: 

l ·IS Free ~t~grocs, ~·I 00' :>tt:2 00 
5 lb nk A~encil~ , 200 00 1,000 (}(; 
G I nsurance .A ~cncies, · Jf) 00 1'-0 ()(; 

&3 Hotailers Sptrituous Liquors, 20 ()(J 1 ,r;r,o 00 
39 Ta,·ern and 1nn ·kee1~rs , 1 10 ~~ 350 0\J 
13 liars and He;laurauts, 20 ()(J 260 00 
12 Ten Pin Alleys, 10 oo· 120 00 

. 10 Billiard Tables, 25 00 250 00 
.Income of Law}'ers, $ ;j0/2:JU at 2,,;;c. P,,cr ~.·.too, 125 57 

" Doctor.•, ·ll ,·t !JO 103 99. 
Weighcr,ofCotton,&c.1i,Si5 43 v~· 
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Auction Tax, 2 per cent, 7SS b~ 
.Fines and Forfeitures, I 6JS aC.: 

In order to abow tho abaolnto neccaaity of an incrcaae of taxation 
we would call attention particularly to the fact, tbat ·tho expenses of 
the year 1847 have erceeded the nell amount of t111e1 by some 
810,00_0.· But for ~he year 1848, it is nece811\ry to provide for an 
expendtture approumate to that of last year, with the atlditionnl ex. 
penae ofptt,ring Jurors added. Believing that it is the desire of tho 
people of tllis State to maintain i.ts credit untarnished, and to keep 
out of debt, that bane of all new States, wo,ptelent a bill to provide 
for the payment of tbia increased e:rpenditure, and to prevent a State 
debt. S. L. BURRITT, 

JOHN M. SMITH, 
G. R. FAIRBANKS·, 
J. P. SANDERSON. 

On mot.ion of 1\fr. Fair?anka, the reading of the report was dis" 
pense.d wtth, a~d 100 coptea of the bill accompanying il ordered to 
be prmted. 

Mr. _Fni!bnok@,, from the committee on enrolled ·bills, reported 
resolutton to relatton to tho Wilmot Proviso as correctly enrolled. 

1\Ir. Mosely, from the committee on Internal Improvements, pre. 
aented the following report : 

The. ~ommittee on Internal Improvements, to whom was referred 
the pettlton of the owners of tho steamer Glasgow and sundry citizens 
of the counties of Columbia and Madison, ha•·e had the same under 
consideration, and a'Sk leave to suhmit tho following 

REPORT: 

. That in the opinion of the committee tho removing of the obstruc. 
ftons so as render th.o Suwnn.nee River navigable, is of great impor. 
tanco to a largo seclton of thts S tahl, and dcservea tho consideration 
of tho General Assembly. This river, if rendered navi<'able during 
all season~ of tho year, will afTiJrd to tho counties o( Col~mbia, Le••y 
and a portton of Alachua on the one side, 1\ladison nnd Hamilton on 
the other side within tbe limits of the State, and ufThomas Lowndes 
and Ware, of Georgia, permanent and •·aluable faeilitie~ for con. 
'feY_ing: their produce to market, nnd returning with their supplies. 
Thts rtl'er may be rende red navigable a distance of two hundred 
miles into n l'aluahle portion of tbe State, be in" tho largest r il'er and 
principal channel of commerce west of tho St. Johns. An efTort 
has been made during the past. two or three years to tran•port the 
produce oftho abol'e.named countic~ tbrou"h this river to tho Gulf. 
but owing to tho shoals and other ohst ruct~ns, thil\ effurt has Jl;e~ 
':ttended w!th so .mucb delay, danger and difficulty, that a large or. 
!ton ofthe t~lbal.utants resi~ing near said river have been compe led 
to nban~lon tt, and haul the tr produce and supplies a distance •·arying 
from llmty to one hundred and twenty miles. Your committee are· 
fully of opinion that if this communication was opened, at least 8400 • 
!100 worth of produce and supplies would annually pass up and do\\~ 
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tilis rirer. Agalil, the Sfafe has located on ita banks and adjacepl 
thereto, a large portion of valu~ble Ianda, the value of which w.ould 
not· only be grea.tly enhanceti, but would inU!!h more speedily find . 

· pui'chuers, · in epnaequence of lbll im!r,eased .faciliti.ea for the trans~ · 
portaiion. of the ir produce to market. The committee, therefore, re· 
commend the paaaage of a bill which they are preparing for the pur • . 
pose o( authorizing Jamea1'ueker, William E. Becker, B~njam!n 
F. Scriven, atid Edward B. Taylor to · remove th~ ~bstructtrma 1n 
said rh•er, upon the the terms imposed in said bil!, and which bill the 
committee uk leave to introduce ai·soon f\1 completed. 

WILLIAM ·P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 
E. D. TR.\CEY, 
W. 'i'ABOR. 

Which w11s received. . . 
A Commiilee, consisting of Meaars. Avery, Mcl\lillah and Prlest, 

was appointed to inform the House that the Senate was now ready 
to go into the election l!f Regist~r of Public Lands, and Clerk of the 
Superior Court, wtio reported satd duty performed~ . . . 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
was now ready to proceed with said elections. 

Whereupon the Seriate proeeeded to the Hous~, and upon the 
invitation of the Speaker, the President took the Chair. 

The President declared that, inasmuch as Mr. 1-Ioglle had on yes­
terday received a majority of 1!-11 the qualified members of •he Gene­
ral Auembly, be was duly elected Clerk of the Supreme Cour!· , 

Whereupon .1\Ir. Sanderson appealed 'from the decision of the 
Chair, and the y.eas and nays wero -talhld for by Messrs. Forward 
and Blackburn, and \vere : · 

Y eas ....... Messrs. Butritt1 Lorimer, 1\fcMillan, Tracey-4. Mem • 
bcrs of House-17. Total-21. 

Nays-1\fe~srs. Avery, Austin, Costin, Fairbanks, Moseley, Priest, 
Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Watt&=-10. 1\lembers of House-20. 
Total-30 • . 

So the decision of the Chair was not sustained. 
Whereupon tho General Assembly proceeded lo vote a second 

time, and the' result W:IS il8 follows :-
For Il,jgue-'t!fr. President,l'tlessrs. A•·ety, Austin, Burritt, Lori­

mer, McMillan, l\loseley, Sa'ndetson, Tracey, Watts-10. Mem• 
hers of the H ouse- 20: T otal-30. 

For Papy~:-.r~aars. Costin, 1-'arrbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 'fa. 
bor-6. Members ofHousc-17. Total-23. 

• ·The President declared 1\1 • Hogue iuly. ·eJected Clerk of the. Su• 
prcme Court. 

Nominations being in order.Jor Register of Public Lands of _the 
.State of Florida, 

l\lr. Bryan nominated John Beard. 
i\lr. Collins nominate<! Edward Houston. 
The •·oto ~·as as follows : , . 
For llouston-1\lr. President, 1\lcssrs. A•·ei-y, Austin, Burrill, L&fi; 

2~ 
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mer, McMillan, Sanderson, 'fracey-e. Members of the Houae-
17. Total-25. 

For Beard-Messrs. Coatin, :Fairbanklj Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 
Smith, Tabor, Watta-8. Members of Houae-20. Total-2e. 

So there was no election. 
IIECOND VOTII'IO, 

For Hou1t011-Mr. Fresident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori. 
mer, McMillan, Sandenson, Traeey-8. Members· of House-16.­
Total-24 • . 

For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 
Smith, Tabor, Waua-8. Members of Hoeee-21; Total-:l!l. 

So there was no election. 
'r.IIIRD VOTING. 

For H oiuton-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori­
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, Tracey- e. Members of House-16. 
Total-24. 

For Beard-1\leaars. Costin, Fairbanka, Floyd, l\f6seley, Priest, 
Smith, Tabor, Watts-e. l\lembers of the House-21. Total-29. 

So there was no election. 
Mr. Sheldon moved to postpone the election indefinitely. 
Which motion was lost. 
Mr. Austin mo~ed to postpone the election until Tuesday next, at· 

12 o'clock, l\1. On which the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Blackburn and Bryan, and were : 

Yeas-1\lr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt~_ Lorimer, ~lcMillan, 
Watts- G. Members of tbe.House-9. Total-15. 

Nays-1\lesara. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 
Sanderson, Smith, Tabor, Tracey-10. Members of the House-
28. 'l'otal-38. 

So the General Assembly refused to adjourn the election until 
Tuesday next, at 12 o'clock. 

FOURTH VOTI~G. 

For Howston-1\lr. President, Messrs • . ~very, Aul!lin, Burritt, Lor-· 
imer, Mc,lillan, Sanderson, Tracey- 8. Members of Houae-16. 
Total-2-t. I 

For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moselep, Priest , 
Smith, Tabor, Wau~e. J\lp.mbers of House-21. 'fotal-29. 

So there wns no election. 
Mr. Mitchell, of Jackson, moYed to postpone the election indefi •. 

nitely. Which motion was lost. 
FIITII VOTI~C. 

For llouston-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor­
imer, 1\leMillan, Sanderson, Tracey-8. Members of House-16. 
Total-24. 

For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 
Smitb, Tabor, Watts- A. Members of House-21. 'fotal-29. 

So there was no election. 

.. 

• 
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Slli:TJI VOTING, 

For Ilouston-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt Lori. 
111er; McMillan, Sanderson; Tracl!y-e. Members of the H~use-
16. Total-24. · 

For B~ard-Measra. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley Priest 
Smith, Tabor, Watt-e. Members of the House- 21. To;al-29: 

So there was no election. 
Mr. Burritt mo\·ed to adjoo.rn the election· until Monday next 12 

o'clock, 111. ' 
On wh.icb the _yeas. and naya were called for by 1\[eura. Allieoll 

and Costm, and "'ere : 
Yeas-1\lr. President, 1\lessra. Austin, Burritt, LorirOOr, McMillan, 

Tra.cey, Watt-7. Members of the House-15. Total-22. 
Nays-,llcssr.,. Avery, Costin, Fairbanks, ·Floyd .llfoaclev Priest · 

.Sanderson, Smith, (1'abor.;_9. .Members of House~22. Tot~l-31: 
So the GeReral Assembly refused to adjourn the election until 

Monday next at 12· o'j:lock, l\1. . 
SEVE·XT·U: \'OTI~C • . 

For Iln~tin-~lr. President; Messrs.' Avery, Austin, Uurritt,'Lori.' 
mer, 1\lc:'lltllan, Sanderson-7. l\fembers of House--16. Total--23. 

For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, .llloseley Priest 
.Smith, Tabor, Watts-B. Mewbers of House- 21. Total.:_29. ' 

::lo there was no election. · 
EIGUTII VOTil\'C, 

For llo~ston-Mr. President,.llfessrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori. 
mer, McMtllnn, Sanderson-7. Members of House-16. ·Total--23. 

For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd Moseley Priest 
Smith, Tabor, Watt&--'e . Members of House-2'1. Total.:_29. ' 

So there was no election. · 
Nll\'l:ll VOTING, 

For ll~tulon-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, A~stin, Burritt, Lori. 
mer, McMillan, Sanderson-7. · MernLers of House-16. Total-
23. . • 

~or Beal'd--1\fe~sn~ • .CostiJ, Fairbanits, Floyd, Moseley, .Priest, 
Smtih, Tabor, Watts-e. Members of House-:.!1. Total-29. 

So there wu no election. " 
. T&XTJI \'OTI:-IG, 

For Hou.#on-Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin Burritt 
Lorimer, i\lcl\lillan, s ·anderson, 'fracey- 8. Members of House_: 
14. 'fotaT-22: ' · 
~or.~.eard-Mcs!rs. Costin, Fairbanks, Fl?yd, Moseley, Priest, 

Smttb, I ahor, Watts-e. Members of HouRe:...._21. Total-29. 
Blahk-1. So there was no election. . 
Mr • .Avery moved t~- adjdt!rn the election untillllarch Ist next at 

12 o'clock, l\-1. Whicb motion was lost. ' 
' 1\lr. Burrill moved to· adjourn the election until Monday next at 

10 o'clock. Which motion was lost. ' 
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Mr. L~rimer moYed to adjourn the election until3 o'clock. Which 
motion was !oat. 

'LEVENTJ( VOTI~O. 
For HoiUton-Mr. President, !\feura. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lor. 

imer, McMillan, Tracey-.7. 1\l.emben of HQIJae-16. Total-23. 
For Beprd-Meaan. CQStin, Fairbt.llk~ Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 

Smith, Tabor, Watta-8. Members oflfouae-~Q. _ Total-28. 
SQ there waa no election, 

TWELFTU VOTING. 
For Houston-Mr. President, Meaara. Averv, Austin, Burritt, 

Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey-7. Members ofHouae-16. Total23. 
For Beard-Meaara. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley, Priest, 

Smith, T abor, Watta-8. Members of Houae- 20. Total-28. 
So there 'll'aa no election. 
On motion of Mr. Hagner, the election was adjourned until 3 o'. 

clock. · 
Whereupon the Senate having returned to tboir Chamber, took a 

JeCBU UDliJ 3 o'clock. . 
.,....,.. 

3 0
1CLOC.Jt1 P. Jll, 

The following communication waa transmitted to hia· Excellency 
the Governor: 

SE:fATE CuAKDER, Dec. 30, 1847. 
7'o !au Ezcellency tlae Governor of Florida : 

SUI: I herewith transmit, for the approval of your Excellency, 
"Re•olutiQila in relation to the Wilmot Proviso," paned by the two 
Houles of the Qen.eral ASiembly, and signed by the presiding offi. 
oera thereof. By order of the Senate. 

Very reapectfu!ly, 
C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 
The Senate proceeded with tile orders. 
Engrossed bill entitled, An act to organize a ar.hoo_l for the educa, 

lion of poor children within the County of Frankhn, was read e. 
tbird time, and on the question of ita pasaage, the yea• and nays were.: 

Yea ..... Mr. President, 1\feasn.Avery, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Lori. 
mer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, T11bor, Tracey, 
Watt&-14. 

Nay&-None. } 
So the Lill paaaed-.title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
The following communicatiou from his Excellency the Go\'ernor 

waa recehed and read : · 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ( 

December 30, 1847. ~ 
(;entltmen of the Senate 

and of the House of Repruentalires : 
I have the honor to submit, for your ad\'ice and consent, the fol. 

lowing nominations: 

.. . 

.. 
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Perry G; WaJlr1udge ~f Probates fo~ the County of Benton. . 
Cliarlea S:Tomlinson, Benjamin Ellison, Wm. G. Porter, Iame1 

L. Barber, and .William A. Kain, Commiaaionera of Pilotage for the . 
harbor and waten of Apalachicola Bay. 

A. 1\1. Hobby, Port Warden for the port of St. Marks. 
Hanson Kelly, Sr., John Campbell, Rob't . A. Mitch!)ll, William 

J. Keyser, H. F. Ingraham, and ·John 1errison, Jr., Port Wardena 
for the port of Pen111cola. · 

Aaron Smith, Auctioneer !Dr the County of Levy. 
1\ficbael Uaina and Fr.incla P. Ferreira, Auctioneers for St. Johns 

County. . . 
R . H. Berry, Auctioneer for the County of L eon. 
Mathew Knight, Thoma& W. Jones, Benjamin Wilson, and Chas, 

Dewaal, Auctioneers for .the County of Duval. 
Geo. G. Pattison, C. P. Knapp, W. B. Davis, J. G. 1\ficballotrski, 

D. Davidson, Geo. W. Barkley, Alexander McVoy, Francia de le. 
Rua, B. F. Magee, Bithall G. Bell, Jamea·Gonaalez, Joseph Quig-
lcs, Auctioneers for the County of Eso11mbia. · · 

Emanual Forb am, (of Milton,) Auctioneer for the County of San. 
Ia Rosa • 

Very respectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

The .nominations contained ·in . said communication wcre 'adviaec! · 
and consented to by the SenattJ. . 

A c~mmittee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
was ready to proceed with the election of Register of Pul.lic. Lands, 
whereupon tbe Senate proceeded to the Hall of Repreae~tatave.a for 
that purpose. 

•TUIRTEEXT)( VOTI:fC, 
For H o!(6fon-Mr. President, Meaara. Avery, Austin, B_urritt, Lor. 

imer, Mc.Millan, Sanderson, Tracey-8. Members of'Houae-17. 
TQ\41-~5. 

For Beard-Mesara.'Coetin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Afoseley, Priest, 
Smith, Tabor, Watta-8. .Members ol House-20. Total-28. 

So there was no election.' 
FOCRTEE~Tll VOTING. 

For Houston-1\fr. P~esident, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori. 
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, T~acey-8 •.. M!l'mbers of House-17. 
Tota1....-25. · ' . 

.For Beard-Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks; Floyd, .JJ!oseley, Priest, 
Smith, Tabor, Watt-a. Members pf J:{ouse~20. T otal-28. 

So there was n_o election. 
FIFTEE:fTH YOTINO. 

For JloiUton-lJ(r. Presidept, .JJ!essrs. Ayery, Austin, Burritt, Lori, 
mer, McMillan, Sanderson, 'l'racey-8. . 

For ,Beard-1\leura. Costin, Fairbanks, Flqyd, Moseley, Priesl1 
Smith, Tabor, Watta-'-8. Members of House.:...20. Total-28, 

So there waa no election. 
. \ ( 
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Mr. Burritt moved to ad' th I . . 
.o'clocl,, 111. ~ourn e e echon uahl Monday nett, 1:! 

Which motion waa lost 

jou~!r~/· E. 11/axwell O:oved that the election be inde~nitely ad. 

On which the yeas a d 
and Chain, and were : n naya were called,, for by ;1/osst~. Burritt 

Yeas-Messrs. Avery A t' C · F . 
11/oseley, Priest, Sande;so~8 ·~:nit~sht ~aJrb~nks, Floyd, torimer, 
M~mbera ,of the H?use-211: Tota!'-4~. or, fracey, Watts-13. 

of Hays-MBr. P~es•dent, Messrs. Burritt, l\fc)fillan-3 llfemben 
ouse- • fotal-ll. • 

So the electiQn was iodelinitely adjourned 
The Senate having retu d 1 h . • 

orders of tbe day. roe 0 1 cJr chamber, proceeded with the 
Tbe rule- being wa·v d M ~r '1 ternal Im • J e ' r. " ose y, from the Committee on Jn 

An Act t!f~~fJ~:t:'~·h;a:e~~~.;j~/~~~~~?Ce ~ bi~ to be. c~titled: 
the Suwannee River wb'ch ~ 1001 o t e nav•gatJOn of 
its title, and 75 copie; orde

1
red ~vahea, on .mohon, read the first 'time by 

En r d . . 0 pnntt>d. 

quirelb~~he {f~fi~J~~~=t:: ~~:~i~~a~o 81~~~~? whichd m~y he ac. 
Engrosaed resolutions in rei . . . •me an passed. 

read the third time and paSie:.hon 10 drammg the Eve•glades, were 

House bill entirled, An Act to change the name of 
Hol~eo, of Jackson county, to that of Sara I A H ' II Sarah A. 
moiJOn, rend the third t' b . . I 1 · owe , was, on 
-bill ,rasa? the yeas and•~:y/ ~~sr~t: e, and on the question, Shall the 

leas : lllr. President, Meurs. Ave A . B . . 
Floyd. Lorimer, ll/cMillan lllo I ' p ~· Sushn, . urntt,. Costm, 
,bor, \Vatts : 14. ' osc ey, neat, anderson, Smllh, Ta. 

Nays: i\'.one •. So the bill passed. Title as stated. 

loJ~~~~;ty~~lnean:;•:~je ~~e~~~ to declare l'ium~n's.Creek, in WaJ. 
,question, Shall th! bill pass 1 th' ewas readdthe tb•rd hme, and on the 

y . . · yeas an nays were: r 
eas · ,lfr. Pre11dent l\Iessrs Avery B ·. C . 

Lorimer, llfc.illillon Pri'est sm.·t·b 'f b • u\Vrntt, oshn, Fairbanks, 
N ~ ' • . , a or, atts : ll 
l ays: 1 l~ssrs. Austin and Floyd : 2. • 
So sa•d bill paued. Title as stated 
House bill entitled, Ao act to am d . J. 

cuit Courta of the State of FJ 'd en an act to organ1ze the yir. 
W d h on a, 

the . as read t e thirrl time, and on the question "shall the bill pass?" 
}Cas an nays were: · 

W;.~5~7.l\fess~s. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, l\fcMillan, Priest, 

Ba~'i~;,;)fSr. ~trhes1i?ent, Messrs. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Moseley 
, . , m1 , racey-8. . • 
So sa1d bill was lost. 
House bill entitled, An act for tho relief of John Stone, 

I 
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Was read the second time and referred to the committee on Clai.m 
and Accounts. • · , . 

House: bill entitled, An act for the relief of R. E. Little, 
'Vas read the second time and referred to the committee on Claims 

and Accounts. 
House bill entitled, An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife, 
Was read the second time and referred to tho committee on Claims 

and Accounts. ·. . · . 
House bill entitled, An act making appropriations for the payment 

of the printing and binding of Thom·pso••'s Digest and finally dispos• 
ing thereof, 

Was read the second time. · 
l\'lr. F'nirbanks offered the followiniJ amendment ~ 
SEc. 3. Be ~ furtlll!r enacted, That the said Secretary of Stat8 

shall furnish the Cterka of tho Circuit Courts of the respective coun. 
tics of this State each with a copy of said Digest, )vhi~h shall be by 
them kept for the use of the said Circuit Court, and shall be deliver• 
ed to their succes110r~ in office, and upon failure· so to deJi,•er the 
same to their successors in offic!l, such.Cicrks iJo failing shall be fined 
by the Judge of such Circuit Court twice the value of such Digesto 

Which was adopted, the amendment ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bill o,rdered for a third reading to-morrow. , 

House bill entitled, .-\n Act to amend an act to provide for the sale· 
of the lands granted to tho State· for the purpose of Internal fmp'rove" 
rnents, was read the second time. · 

1\lr. FlcSyd offered the following amendments: 
SEc. 3. Be ilfurthet' t11acled, That when the lands shall have 

been offllrcd for sale, as is contemplated under this act, it shall and 
may be lawful for tbe Register of l'ublic Lands to permit. private en. 
tries of said lands to lie made by any person or persons who may· be· 
citizens of this State, or who shali swear or affirm that it is bonafide· 
his or her intention to remove to this State and become actual OCCU· · 

pant of said lands. . 
SEc. 4 . Be iljurther enacfed, That it shall not be lawful for any 

one person to make entry Qf more than eighty acres of said lands un­
der this act; that when application shall . bo made to make entry or 
MY such lands,' it shall be the duty ofthe said Register to cause to be· 
:~dministered to any such applicant the following oath, or affirma. 
tion, to wit : " I, A. Q., do solemnly and truly swear, (or affirm,)' 
that the land about to be ente~ed by me, \is for my own use and t;>CCU• 

pation, and said land is not entered with 1be view of speculalion, but' 
the same is intended for the,purposes of cultivation; and I have nev. 
er made any agreement, directly or indirectly, with any person or 
persons for the ~ale or transfllr of tbe same; and I do further awear, 
(or atlirm,) that I have ne,•er entered any other land or lands be. 
longing t:o the State of Flor-ida." And the said Register shall then· 
gi\'e to the said applicant a certificate, under the same rules and re. 
gulations aa is provided for in other cases of !be sale of said lands. 

S.&e. 5. Be it further enacted, That the price of sa it! lands shall· 

\ 
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be as foUowa, to wit : Fo,rjirst qual·ily land, the aum of one dollar pel' 
acre; for second quality, seventy.five centa per acre, and for third 
quality, filly centi. per atre. , 

Szc. 6. Be it further enacted, That any pel'tiOn swearing (or af. 
firming) falsely under this act, shaU be subjected to all the pains and 
penahie~ of perjury. 

Which were adopted, the amendments ordered to be engroased, and 
the bill ordered for a third reading to-morrow. . 

Reaolutions relatiYe to the cor.struction of the Constitution in re. 
gard to the Election of Offices, &c. oame up in their order. 

On motion, Mr. Sanderson was aUowed.to withdraw said resolu• 
tiona. 

The following meuage from His Excellency thll Governor 1ns 
received and read : 

ExECUTIVE DEPARTME:o~T, Det. 30, 1847. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and HoiUe of Reprt!.!entative8: 

I have the honor to make the following nominations, for which 
your advice and consent are respectfully aolicited : 

Stephen D. Fernandez, Arthur l\1. Reed, Thoma~ Uolmes, Chas. 
Willey, and John Middleton, Port Wardens for the Port of Jackson• 
tille, Duval County. Very respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 
The nominations therein contained were a1hised and consented to 

by the Senate. 
On motion of 1lfr. Burritt, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 

olftlr the following resolution : ( · 
Be it Re.!olved by the SenaU and HoUJe of RepresentalitV!s of the 

State of Florida in General Assembly cont-ened. That in the election 
thia day by the General Assembly, upon joint ballot, for a Rrgistet 
of the Public Lands of this State, John Beard and Edward Houston 
having been the only candidates, and the said John Beard hal'ing rc. 
oeh·e'd twenty.nine votes, and the eaid Edward Houston only twenty. 

· four 1•otes, the said John Beard is duly l'lected ; and that the result of 
the said voting, and a copy of this resolution, be furnished to his El­
cellency the Governor. 

On the question of the adoption of ~aid resolution, tho yeas and 
nays were called fo r IJy l\lessrs. Floyd and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas: Mr. President, Messrs. A1·ery, Burritt, 1\lc i\lillan, Sander­
son, Tabor, Tracey, Watts' : 8. 

Nays: l\lessrs. Austin, Costin, Fairbanks, Flvyd, ~oseley, Priest, 
Smith : 7. 

So said resolution was adopted. 
House Preamble and Re5olution relati~e to the Indians in South 

Florida, and jl r01•iding for the safety of the inhabitants of thatit'ction 
of th is State, were read tho first time, the rule wai1·ed, road a sec 
ond time !Jy the ir title, and referred to the Committee on the 'tate of 
the Commonwealth. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, 

' 
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F RIDAY, December 31, 18-17. 

r' . The Senate met pursuant to adjournniqnt. 
Rev. i\lr. Choii!e oOicirtted as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, on motion of l\lr. Atery, tho reading of 

ihe Jo11rnal was dispe11ted w~th. . 
. l\lr. Watts ga1·~· notice that ho 11•ould on to~morrow ask leave to 
introduce a btll to change the namo of Leonora !\[. Sind~ to that of 
Leonora M. Watt~ . 

.Also, a bill to change the name Vie nne Slado to that 'or Vie nne 
Watts. 

Mr. Moseley, from tho committee on C laims and Accounts pro. 
scnted the following report: · . ·· 

The committee to whom was referred the IIou~e hill entitled, An 
act for the relief of R. E. Little; hal'e had tho same underconsidera. 
l ion, ami recommend its passage. 

W. P. MOS.ELEY, Chairman. 
JOH~ · COSTI~. 
JOHN l\l. SlllTH. 

Which wall' rccei1·ed. 
Also tho r.;nowfng : . 
The committee to whom was referred the Houso bill entitled,. An 

act fot· the relief of Craven G. Fife, ha1·e had the same under con­
sideration, and recon~mend its pas~agc. 

W. 1'. MOSELY, Chairm1n. 
JOII~ COSTIN. 
JOH~ :\l. s:\lrr,H. 

Which was receil'cd. 
Also t fte following : 
Tho committee to whom was referred the Uouse bill for the rdief 

of John Stone, hal'c had the same under consideration, and reeom­
mcnd its passage. ' 

" ' hich was recei1·cd. 

W. P. i\IOSELE\', Chai~man. 
JOII:-. COSTI~. 
JOII:-. i\1. S.\IITH. 

l\lr. Jlur(ill, from the Judiciary Committ~e. prcscit(cd the followinJ · 
report: 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referrrd an e n. 
g rossed l•ill lr01n the House of Representative• entitled, An act in 
additiun to an act cnl itlcd.._An act to organise the Circuit Courts ot' 
the State of Florida, ask lea1·e to · 

REPORT: 

That they ha\·e had the1samc under considcra!ion, and recomm~nd 
that saici Lill be amended by striking, out the words "same iime" in 
the 7th line of the 1st s~(ion, and inserting in l ieu thereof the words 
"term of lu:o years," a nil also, by striking out the word " same" ih 
the 9th line, and adding alier the word "manner" in tho said 9th line: 

' 23. 
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the word prescribed; also, by striking out the word "aarno" in the · 
lOth and 11th lines; alao, by atriking·out the words "aame time" in · 
the · 4th line of the 3d section, and inserting therein term of lu:o years. 
.Aud they ask the concurrenee of the Senate herein. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
Which was receivcd and concurred in. 
Also the following :· 
The Committee on the Judiciarl to whom was.referrcd an en. 

grossed bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled, "An 
act to make valid tho proceedinb'S of sundry persons· commisaioned 
as Justices of the Peace of this State," ask leave to 

REPORT : 
That they have had the same under consideration, and they recom­

mend that the preamble to said bill be stricken out; and also the 
word "therefore" in the first line of tho enacting clause ; and that 
tho word "such" in the l !lth line of said bill bo stricken out and the 
word a11y be inserted in its place. They also recommend the adop­
tion of the following additional section to said bill, and ask the con­
currence of the Senate, &c. 

S . L. BURRn:T, Chairman. 
Which was received. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY.( 

House bill entitled, An act making appropriations for the payment 
of the printing and binding of Thompson's Digest and finally dispos. 
ing thereof, 

Was read the third time, and on the question," shall the bill pass r · 
the yeas and nays were : . 

Yeas-Messrs. Avery, .Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, 
Lorimer, l\lcl\lillan, !'tlosely, Priest, Smith, Tracey, Watts-13. 

Nays-!\lr. President-!. 
So said bill passed. T itle as ~Ia ted. . 
H ouse bill entitled, An Act to amend an act to prov1de for the 

sale of the lands granted to the State for the purposes of Internal 
Improvements, . 

Was read the third time, and on the question, Shall the b1ll pass 1 

the yeas and nays we re : 
1 

• • • 

Yeas-1\Ir. President, 1\lessrs. A1·rry, Auslm, Bumtt. Costm, 
Fairbanl;s, Floyd, .Me_;\ I illan, Moseley, Priest, Tracry-11. 

Nays-Messrs. Lorimer and \V.aus-2. 
So said bill passed. Title as stated. 1. 
Resolution relative to the adJOUrnment of tho Le~lslature on Gth 

January next, &ille die, . 
Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a th1rd 

rel)ding to-morrow. . . 
Resolutions relative to the elecllon of l\laJor Gen. Z . Taylor to · 

the Presidency, 
\Vas read the second time. 
~lr. Burritt offered the following amendment : 

• 
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Resolved, That the m~mbera o( tbe General AII8CJnbly· pledge 
·themselves, shoul~ the said 'Zachary Taylor be a candidate for tho 
:Presidency' of the United Stales, to use their utmost endeavors to ae • 
cure his election. 

Which was adopted. · · 
· Ordered, 'l'b&t 'said resoluti011 b.e engrossed far .a third reading to 

morrow. 
House bill entitlt'd, An Acl for tbe relief ef R. C. Little, . 
Was read the .second tiiJle, .and ordered for a third reading Ia­

merrow. 
House bill e ntitled, An Act for the relief.of Cral'cn G. Fife, 
Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor­

row. 
House bill entitled, An Act for the rellef of John Stone, 
Was read Jhe second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor-

row. · 
House bili entitled, An Act in addition to an act entitled, an act llt 

organize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida, 
Was read the second tiloe, and ordered for a l·hird reading to:mor­

row. 
House bill cntitlell, An Act to make l'&lid the proceedings of sun­

dry persons commissioned as Justices of the P~ace ofthis State, · . 
Was read the 'Second time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor­

row 
B.ijlto be entitled, An' Act to amend the'1!e\'Cr&l acts to raise a 

reYenue for this State, approi·ed July 24, 1845, and Dec. 27, 18-15, 
Was ~cad the fi lst time, and ordered for a second reading to-mor­

row. 
The rule he ing "•ai1·ed, J\lr. Fairbanks was allo11·ed to Introduce 

~ bi l! to bu cntit.Jcd, An Act to amend an act prescrihing Splicitor's 
fees; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered fo.r a S1)Cond reading 
!o·morrow. 

On motion, the Senate took a recess tlntil 3 o'clock. 

3 o't:LOCK. 

The following message from the House ~·ns receil'ed and read : 
HousE OF IlEI'IIES!>~TATII'ES, December 30, 18-1.7. 

Jlo11. Prcsidet11 of Jlte Sc1mte: 
S1a: The House has 1nppointed·it J oint Committee of Conference, 

consisting of 1\lessra. Forward, Collins and Crawford, to act with a 
similar (;ommittec on\the part of the Senate, upon the Senate Bill 
entitled, An Act to authorize the Execu.tors of George Kingsley, de • 

. ceased. to-.scll real estate. 
Y ery Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. · 
House 1\fcmorial and Resolutions, asking Congress to appropriate 

·one hundred an.d sixty acres of land for the building of a Court H au~~ 

... 
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in HiiJaborou:;h county, waa read the first time, and ordered for a ae, 
cond reading to-morrow. 

The following communication from Hia Excellenc.r the Governor 
wns receil·ed nnd read : 

· ExEccTIVE DEPART:Ili::-oT, Dec. 31, I S-17. 
Gentlemen of the Senate a11d of the Rouse of Rr.prcse11tath-es: 

I ba1·e the honor lle rehy to nomiqate: 
Wm. C. Campbell, as W eigher qfOollon fpr the j:Ounty of Leon. 
llenjamin J. Hagler, as Auctioneer'for the county of Hillsborough. 
Hugh Archer, as .'\uction!)er for the county of L eon. 
Alexander Pallerson, Edwin .'\. Falker, Wrp. H. Wall, Wm. 

Curry, H iram Benner, James Filor, W . H. Vcn Pfister, P. J. Fon . 
Iaine·, R. D. Fonlflne, as Auctioneers for the county of Monroe. 

Benjamin Sawyer, G. L . Bowne, P. J. Fontane, and Frederick 
Filor, as Commissioners of Pilotage for the county of l\lonroe. 

And solicit your ad1·ice and consent. 
Yery respectfully, W . D. 1\IOSELEY. 

Tbe nominations contained in said communication were adrised 
and consen.led ·,o· bv the Senate. 

l\lr. floyd mo1·ed that the Senate adjourn until Monday next, HI 
o'clock, on which the yens and nays ,,·ere called fo r by Messrs. 
Avery and Floyd, nnd were: 

1 
. 

Yeas-!\lessrs. Burrill, Costin, Floyd, Lorime.r, Smith, T abor- G. 
Nays-!\Ir. President, 1\lessrs. A1·ery, F11irbanks, 1\lr:\lillan; 

1\!oseley, Priest, Tr:icey, W alls- e. 
So said motion was lost . 
On motion, the Senat«.> nrljourned untilto.morrow, 10 o'clock. 

lSATt:nn.n ·, J anuary I, l t!-lB. 

The Senate !<Jet pursuant to adjournment. 
R ei'. 1\lr •. Choicc officiated as C haplain. 
A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Tracey the reading ot 

the J ourna.l was dispensed with. 
'fhe follo'wing \~as ordc rPd to be ~prend upon th~ l011rnal : . 
The undersi<>ned, Washington Tabor, S enator from the Ftflh 

Jlis.trit:t, spread,;" here upon the J ournal his Protest in rer~rencc to a 
R esolut ion introduced into the Senate on the 3Qth ult. by i\f r. Bur. 
rill decltlrin .. that John Beard had been duly elected 1egister of 
Public Lands7 haYing receh·ed tw~nty-nine \'Ole~. Tbat lll!On said 
R esolution my \'ole was recordt'd 111 the ~ffirmnt11·e; but etng ve ry 
busi ly engaged in other b~sit~rs3 at the. ttme, n~d not ~Ull): compre. 
),emlin<> the bearinr. of the sa td llcsolutton, I dtd not g11·e 11 any re. 
flection':.-which, as" soon ns I did, I pe rceived the error of my •·ote, 
thus inadvertently gi•·c.n, and desi~ed to change the .same; hut the 
Senate immediately adjourned. tpon the next mormng, at .the ear. 
liest opportunity, I mo1·cd to lm,·c my l'ote changed, whtch was 

' 

lSi 

,uled out. I then moved Ia TI!Consider the said vote, which motioq 
~vas declared .out of order, the said Resolution having her.n transmit, 
ted to.the House of Reprcsentatil•ts. ' I therefore ·now here . Proteat, 
~nd declare that such reaolution does not conta.in or express my views 
in reference to ·such.clection, on the general principlt'a therein in, 
\'oh·cd, but that I hold the contrary thereof. W. TABOR. 

Also the following: 
J oseph B. Watts aslu )en1·c to sprea.d on the Journal his dissent ' 

from th9 report of the Committee on·T4xp.tion and Revenue, and the 
Rill accompanying the report. He·dec;lined signing the report, ant! 
dissents from the same on the ground that he Lelie1·es it inexpedient 
and unequal at this tjrne to r~ise the taxes. 

The following message from His E~cellency tlie Go1·ernor was 
received and read, and laid upon the table : 

. ExECUTIVE DEI'ART>IEXT, Jan. I, 1848. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Repr.esen(ativ{!s : . 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the Revenue Law of 1845, 
1vith the view of making such amer.dments us may bo necessary, 
more efl'cctually to secure the collection of the public re1·cnue. · 

Tho existing law makes it the duty of the Tax Collector to collect 
and pay into the Treasury all such taxes as may he assessed, by the 
fourth .1\Ionday in Nqvcmbtr, while the same law forbids the lc1·ying 
of taxes till the first of October, and then, in case ofland, requiring a 
notice of three months for residents, and six months for non:residents1 
before a "'lalc can he had. From ail which, it is quite obvious that 
collections cannot'he made by thp time required hy law. 

The same law furthNmore pro•·ides, in relat ion to County Com. 
missioners, that they shall meet in September to ccrti fy.-insolccncies, 
while the provision that tho payment shall not be enforced 1ill. the 
first of Oetoher, puts ·it out of the l>ower of the Commissioners to as. 
certa in iosoh·enciea till ajc'er that time. · · . . 

It is su:::gested that th<!se defects .tnay be r~medied without incon. 
1·enience to the public, hy authorizing rlhe Collectors. to le1•y as early 
as the first of June, :ind permitting n sale of lands after notices of 
t!tirty and sixtr days. • 

Very_respectfully, 
W. ·D. 1\IOSELEY. 

;'\Ir. Lorimer asked lea1·o to withdraw the petition of Benjamitl 
'fhornton, relative to the building of the State House, 

Which was g ranted. · 1 . ·, • 
On motion of Mr. Floyd, leave of absence was grantciJ to tho 

Hon. President during the t;_cmainder of the day. . · 
. 1\fr. Sanderson, from the Committ<!o on the State of the Common. 

wealth, which was in~tructed to act with a Select Committee on the 
part of the House rclati1·e to the boundary of the State, presented the 
lollowingJeport : . , . · 

The Joint Committee of the two Houses to whom was refeued so 
rwuch of the Go1·ernor's ;'\Iessnge as relates to .t.hc Northern boundary 
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,of the -Siate,uk leue, .as to the boundary between Alabama .aM 
.Florida, to · 

REP.QRT : 

That the C~miuionen appointed to negotiate this question have 
_agreed upon the line, commonly known as the Mound line, as the 
.original boundary between these States. The report of ] ames '1'. 
Archer, Coq~miaaio11er on the part of the Stale of !<' lorida, will show 
the steps by which they arri\•ed at this result. The .Commillee are 
of opinion that ~be aai~ line shoul~ be declared to be the boundary~ 
. and they accordingly submit a bill for that purpose, and recommP.n4 
itapauage • . 

The Com~Qittee further recommend that a auita!Jie number, say 
2M copiea of the report ofthe Commiu ioners of tb.is State, togethe r 
with the lft!Qe num~r .of the copies of the agreement entered ihto 
.between him and the Commiuioner for the State of 4 1abama, bf.' 
,Pri.Dted fur ·ge9e.ral dittribt,Jtion. ;Respectfully submitted. 

J. P. SANDE~SON; 
Chairman t":ommittee of the Senate. 

JAS. H. T. LO~JMER, 
JOHN COSTIN, 
A. E. MAXWE-LL, 

Chairman House Committee. 
THOMAS H. HAGNER, 
Jl. J. J. MITCHELL, 
J.AS. L. KING, 
E. E. BLACKBURN. 

Which "'" received and cont'urred in. 
Mr. Sandel'80n, from the Committee on the State of tho Comwon. 

~ealtb, presented the following report : 
The Committee on the Stale of the Commonwealth, to whom waa 

.referred ihe meaaage of his Excellency the Governor, enclosing the 
~tition of Benj . F . Whitner, togetber with the reaolutions from the 
Jfouse, based upon the pelitioll ·of Col. R. Brown aqd others, pray. 
jng that some aclion be had by the General Asaembly relath·e to 
~he Seminole Indians, have allonti\·ely examined tho sa'llc, and ask 
ieave to aubmit the following. 

REPORT: I 
Your ,committee find, upon examination of tho me~e add seve. 

;al petition&, that the aelllen in the vicinity of the Indian boundary 
,.re much harrasaed by and exposed to the petty depr.edations of the 
)ndians. They are allo,.•ed ID roam a distance of thirty miles or up. 
.\\'ards froni their limita, frequently becoming intoxicated, annoying 
,and disturbing the inhabitants, by stealing their stock, mules, and 
other property, and driving them within the country assigned, whilst 
the inhabitants, on the other hand, are not permined to pass into the 
~ndian boundaries in pursuit of the ir property. It is unnecessary 
f().r the C()mminee to bring to the n()tice of the Senate the cause• 

' 

• 

·!sa· 
which led' t~ tlitflate indian· war. The Senate w~n· reniembe~ tbaf 
it had its origin in causes' similar to these; and unleu the Indian•: 
are prevented from rariging .beyond t~eir prescribed Jimit.a, these dif. 
ficulties will continually recur between them rd the settlen, and un­
less. Congrell"applies a remedy, _and that soo ... again that portiQn of . 
the State will present the horrid" &Cone of aavage and brutal. warfare. 
The f11ct that during the past summer th~ Indians have "purchased an 
unusual supply of powder and lead, coming as it does from a source 
entitled tci the highest ·respect, ii of itself sufficient to· ca~se great 
li~Iiety to tho· inhabitaiJta in that section~ an~ deserves t~e conaider­
bfl()n of the Gen·eral G()vernrnent. Wbtle your comm1ttee aympa • 
tbiz!) with the petitioners in their presenf unhappy situation, and feel 
that somo. action :sb()uld be promJltly had, some remerly speedily ap. 
plied, either to ·remove them' altogether, or at least .8fnctly confine 
them within their limits, by keeping tr6'0ps stationed along the line, 
and enf()rcing the most rigid regulati()ns upol) their trade; ye t, in th~ 
!lbsence of any suggestions from his ·Exeellency tbll GI>Vernor, tbey 
are not apprised of any action the ~tate can tal(e in the matter (under·. 
existing circumstances)' other than again to bring it to the notice of 
C()ngreu, by the adoption ·or the resolutions referred to your com. 
rnittee. Speaking of this subject, the mes8age aays : " The aul;lje'<t 
matter has so frequently engaged the attention of the General As-· 
sembly in memorials and reaoluCi()ns to the Federal Government, 
witb()ut. a redress of the grievances C()mplained of, that I really feel 
at a loss to make any sl..ggestions from which I cal) hope for succe11." 
The petitioners, in like manner,-complain that their applications to' 

. the lVar Department have been disregarded, and now turn .to their 
own State ,,·itb commendable confidence that there their requeata will 
be beard with becoming respect and attention'. The Senate are· 
aware, too; that resolutions similar to the present were· adopted by 
the last General Asse1;11bly, and as your committee are advised, no · 
notice has· been taken of them by any one of our Representatives _in' 
Congress at its last session.- This d()ubtleu was the true cause why 
the voice of the citizens of the-State ()f Florida, spoken through their 
General Assembly, baa- not been listened to by the Federal Govern. · 
ment. Individual officers of the various departmenta at Washington, · 
\tith()ut doubt,•frequenti.)C tutn a deaf ear to the prayers of the in no. 
cent and suffering ; but Congress, when properly applied to. for the 
redress ()f real grievances, is not wont to treal coldly such applica. 
tion. Your committee, before taking leave of tbi~ subject, feel con. 
strained, under a proper sense of their duty, io · express tbeir.slro11g 
disapprobation C?f the marked nf.'glect with which our delegation, at 
the last Congress, have treated the various resolutions of the Gene . 
raJ Anembly in relation to~his subject, as well as other importan't~ 
interests of the citizens of this State. · 

Which is respectfully submitted • . . 
, . J . P. SANDERSO:"J, ·Chairman. 

1 JAS. H. T . LORIMER. 
Which was receiv€il an<t concurred in. 
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ORDERS OF TilE f) A Y. 

ifousc bill entitled, An net for the rs licf of R . E. I.ittlr , 
Was read the third time, nnd on tho CJUcstion of its pnssn"C ti1t: 

j·cas nnd nays were : . 
0 

' 

Ycns-:llessrs. :h c'ry, nurritt, Costin, Lorimer, :\lc:llillan, :\!ose: 
ley, Sanderson, Smith, Trncey- !1. 

Nnys-"essrs. Floyd and J'riest- 2. 
So thu bill passed. Title as stated. 
H ouse !•ill entitled, An act for tho relief of Craven (.;. Fife, 
\\'ns rear! the third t ime, and on the <jllestion of its passage, the 

yeas a nti nays were : 
Ycas-" r. President, l\lcssrs. Arcry, Uurritt, Austin, Lorimer. 

1\lc"illan, Moseley, Smith, T raccy-!1. 
1\ays-"cssrs • .Floyd and Priest-:!. 
Su the bill passed. Tit le as stated. , 
The following mcssa:;:e from the Hous<1 wa~ recc·i,·rtl allli read. 

llm.:>J: o1· Tti:J•rt•·:sE:<T.\TJn:•, U(c'. 31st. Hl l7. 
1/mwmMr l'rnidcnt 1!{ thr S cn111c: 

Silt : The llouso. has rt•jectctl Senate Bill eutitlc•d, :\u Act tn pro. 
,·ide fu r the c~tablishment of Cumrnon Schools. and sul,st itutcd thu 
enclosed. Ycry rc'pcctfull.v, 

W . B. 1..\\'C.\ STEH. 
. Clt•rk lrn. Ho•p. 

Ottmotiou of ~lr. Santle rson, the Senate iusistctl on th" ori"inal 
bill. 

0 

On motion of ;\( r •. \ \'Cry! a committee consisting of ~lrssrs. :\ rcry. 
Fairl,anks, :~t~c l Sande rson. was appoi nted to confi•r with a si1uilar · 
tommittcc on the part of the Honse rc lat i\'U to sa id t.ill. 

On motioJn of .\I r. A \'Cry, ~tr. Burritt was added to the Conuuittce. 
Also the followi ng: 

Hot·~" M' H.:Ptu;,c<T.\Tin:s, Dec. :3 1, I "' li. 
/lunomb/1' l'rc.•idcnt <•( the .'irm:tr: 

1 

S 111 :-T he ll ouse ·has concurred in the rcp'lrt in the joiut couti.· r. 
cncn committee upon llnnsc l:i ll entitled. " .\u act to prnriJc writs ot 
e rror in c rim ina l ca~c~, ·· a wl ltns J'('Ccdcd from its di~a~rcttnwnt tn 
tho two anH• nclmenls propnso•d l•r the Scnato 111 tho :.!d sl'diou ot' saicl 
l.ill, ancl to those iu the !Jth liuu of the Gth section, a nd :~Uoptccl said 
amcntltnc nt~. 

Also, upnu recommendation of said cou:luillc~, the lfn••sc has pa;,s. 
c1l thu t'ullowiug a111Cfulments iu additio!t to thu sa"l litlt section, tu 
wit: 

Afier the wonl "or," in the J;jt iJ !inc, insert the words, " in case; 
not capital. ., 

:\nd iu JGth line, aft~ r word " recognizance," insert the wonh 
"with ouc or more sureties.·· 

\'cry Rc•pectfi•lly. 
W. IJ. L.\\L' .\ STIW, 

C le rk I lo. Rcy. 

185 
On motion af Mr. l)srrritt, aaid Report and a~ndulenta of) ho 

House were 'colteo'rred Ill by tJre Senate. · . . 
Houae bill entitled, An act fo~ the r('lier or 1obn.Stone, 
Was rend a tliltd time, and qn the question of its pasngc tbe yeag 

au~.nay• were: .. . . . 
Yea~Mess,.,, Al;~ry, Burriit, C11stiH, Falrb'llnlui, L'Ot'inter, Mc-

Millan, Moseley, Priest, Smitl., Tabor, 'fracey~ll. 
Nay-Mr •. Floyd...:..t. 
So the bill passed. Titll! a• stated. 
House bill .entitled, An act in addition to ·an act entitled, An act to 

or"anizo the ·circui~Courts of the State of.Fiorida; 
"was read a tltlnftimo, and postponed utitil Monday next 
House bill entitled, .An act to make talid the proceedings or sundry 

persons commiS!ioned as Justices' of the Pence of this at ate, . 
W us reaif a third lime, and Oil the que·stion of it~ p111sage the ye~~ 

and na)·a were·: . . .. 
Ycas.....:!\fcssrs; Al'ery, Austin, Du'trltt, i.orit:iYei', Mc Millan, Mose· 

ley, Sanderson, Trace~--'8. - . _ · . . . • ·~ 
Navs-~essrs. Costm, Fatrhanka, Floyd, Snuth, T abor-a; 
So 'said ·hill passed. Title :as stated. . · . 
Engros~ed resolutiomr relattl'e to the eleettoft of MaJ. Gen. ZacJ.a; 

ry 'fa:ylor to the P'r~sidencj'; 
W cr" read 1\ third time. 
]\[r. Floyd offered the following arriendmeni :' · 
Reioh·ed, That tho members of the Sonato pledge themsell'cs so 

long '1\s the said' Zachary 'I'ay!or shall be !he independent cand!d~to 
of the people fo r the Pr~sidency oftbe Uotted States, to usc tbctr ut. 
most endeavors to aee·ure bls·efel!tion. • 

l\lr. A11slin mo\'~d to l~y said resolution ~n tTui .fnb[e; 
On which the yea• ~nd Mys werP. called for by Mes.srs. Floyd and 

Austin, and were: • . . 
Yeas-Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, Tracey 

-G. . . 
Nays-!'rrcssrs. C,ostin, Fairb:mks, Floyd, Moseley, P riest, Sande r-

son, S mith, T a.lior- 8. I · ·, · 
So the Senate refirsed. 
On111otibn of Mr. Tr~ey, the resolution was inde~nitely postponed. 
The rule being waived, on motion of Mt. Mcl\11llan, leave of ab. 

:;cncc "'aS granted to i\lr. Lorimer during the rcrr.aind.er of.thc day .. 
Jlnuse pream·bJe and resolutions rclati\'e t~ the _lndto.ns Ill Soutl1 

F'lorida, and providing (or tbe safety. of the tnhabttauts of that sec. · 
tion of this State, : . 

\Vero read a second time, the rule ·wa,ivcd, read a. tlmd tunc l.y 
its title, and passed. . . . . 
' H ouse memorial and resolution asking Congress . to nppropnate 

IGQ acres of lanct"for the building of a Court House in ll illsburough 
county, , · • . . 

W as, on motion, read a second lime by tts tttle, the rule. wai,·cd. 
reid a. third time by title, and pass_ed.· 
. lW 
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Houae bill entitled,· An acf to pFGYidh a aa1art COr 1~
1 

<fuarter Ma. 
ter General, alld for otber purpoaea. : ,. 

Wu read the fii'M time and ordered for a aeconc{ readmg to.mor. 
row·. 

Bill enlitiNI, An act to define and aetlle the boundary between. tho 
States of Florida and Alabama, 

Waa read the first time and ordered for a aecood reading to.mor. 
row. 

Bill en tilled, An act to amend the i neral acta to raise a revenue 
tOr tbia State, approved. July 24, 1845, and Dec:. 27, 1845, 

Was read a ae.collli liine • . 
On motion of Mr. Avcr11 the Scuntc resolved iiaelf iuto a com. 

miuee of the whole on aaid bill-~fr. Aualin iii tbe Chair. 
.Aller som·e time apent therein,. the eommittee roae Mid oy their 

chairman reported the bill batk to the Senate with amendments, nml 
nsked to be discharged from the f11rlbllr consideration tuerllof. 

Which report was concurred in. 
The bill aa amended wu read a aeeond time by its titlll nn.d order. 

cd to he engrossed for a thil'd reading to. morrow. . 
Bill to be entitled, All act to facilitate the removnl of obstructions 

to the 'na\'igation of Sawannec riYer, 
Was reaJ the second lime. 
Mr. Floyd offered the following amendment ; . . 
SEc. 10. Be il furthu e~&acltd, That this act i haJJ he subject to 

:.ny amendments, modification, or repeal, hy any !uture General As. 
sembly of this Stale . 

Which was adopted, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to.morrow. 

lliU to be entitled, A~ net lo amend the net iHescribing solicitors 
1\!cs, 

We~s read the second lime, and ordered. to be engrossed for a third 
reading to.morrow. 

The H ouse returned Senate !,i ll entitled, An act in relation to roaus 
in Columbia county, as amended by the !louse. 

On mot ion of Mr. Sanderson, the Sena lo concurred in said :uncmi. 
Dl~lll. 

~lr. F lo) dmoved to adjourn unt il ~Ionday next, 11 o'clock. 
Which was lost. • 
~I r. Sanderson moreu to take a recess until 3 o'clock. 
Which was lost. 
Onruotion, the Senate adjourned until ~londay next, 10 o'clock . 

lllo:-;o.n ·, Janua ry 3, 1848. 

Tho Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rex. ;\lr. C hoice o!lic iatcd as Chaplain. 
:\ quorum lJoing present, on motion of J\lr. Arery, 

r'::ic J IJurual wns t!ispcmcd with. 

) 

the rcaoiog oi 

.1~7 

1'he ·rul<~ beinc .wa~d, Mr. T .. bor was allow~ to i11t~od!lce a 
l1illto be entitled, An Act to provide for the election of a county aile 

. in the c.ounty of Washington; wbicb was read. the first time, th'e rule 
waived, read a second time by its title, and ordered to be engroaaed 
for a third reading io.morrow. · 

. On motion of Mr. Tabor, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
Taylor, the Sergoant.at.Arms, until 3 o'l!lock.. 

ll'he following was ordered to be spread. upon tbo J ournal: .· 
Th~ uoderaigoed, .liavjpg ·vot~ .iu tho negative upo,n tire bill to 

amend the act to organize the Circuit Courta.ofthia· State, .alate tbeir 
reasons for \'cling agnins.t.a.aid bill, we ro thAt they believed that per. 
sons competent to fill said office WQI.IId .not accept such office wit li 
such compensation, and .thlll the effect would Le, to induce great 
lame~• in the prosecution of criminals; and would operate against 
goou policy. G . R. f'AIRBANKS. 

J . P . SA~.DERSO~. 
~lr. Fairljaoks·, from tho Committee ou Enrolled flill~, reporte•l 

an Act in rela tion to roads in Columbia county, as correctly enrolled. 
Tho House returned Senate Lill ent itled, An Act to prcwide for the 

pa1me ut of Jurors 1,\nd St11te W,iuressea, as passed by the. H ouse 
without arnendrtlCnf.. Ordered to be eurolled. 

ORDERS OF .THE D .\ Y. 

Engrossed bill entitled, .ln Act to a·mend the act pr~Jse,ihing So. 
licir!Tr's tees, was ·read the t hird time, and on 'tl1e question of its pas. 
~al!e the yens t:tnd nays were: 
reas~)lr. l'rcside nt, M~ssrs. Aver v, Burritt, Fairbanks, L orirnPr, 

.\lc ~l illan, ~loseley, Priest, Sanderaoi1, Smith, Tauor, Tracey-1 'l,. 
~ay-:\fr. Costin-!. · 
:So said !Jill passed. Title aa stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
The rule being wnived1 on motion of Mr. 'Avcrr,.. K ouec hill enri. 

tied, An act to re peal an act entitled, An .act lo amend an actio es. 
tabliah n tari!f of Ices, approved Fcuruary 15, 1834, ar.d wuich wa• 
appro\'cd JJeccmiJcr 27, 18 ·15, , 

Was taken from tho tablo and placed among the orders. 
Erigrossed !Jil! ent itfetl,~-\n act to lacilitato tuo removal of oiJ&truc.­

t!on~· lo the · navigation of Suwannee. riYc r, 
Was read tho third time;· and on motion of 1\lr. Floyd, referred to 

the Judiciary Commillec. 
E ngrossed !Jill en'titledl An act to'•amend the se,·crnl .acts to raise 

a re,·enuc lor this S tate, appro1·.ed Jwly 2·1, l e45, and Dec. :.!7, 184io, 
W as, on motion, re:acJ..the third .tirue u1 its title, and on tlic quest ion 

of its pass~ge the yeu and nays were; · · 
Ye:as-.\lessrs. A.,•er.y, ~urrill, Costin, Fairb1nka, ~loseley, P riest, 

Sande rson, SU1it~, 'fracey- 9. 
Na.y_s-)(r. Pre6iden\, Messrs. F loJd, Lorimer, McMillan, Tabor, · 

\Vatts-0. 
. So said hill passed. T itle ns stated . 

~ · 
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Oraered that the aame be certified to tbo House. 
Qilfi.Q ~e !)ntit!.e.4, Ao a,ct to define and settle the boundRry between 

the State oJ Florada and Alabi)IJ)Ih • 
Was read the second time and order.ed tq be engrosa~d for a tbird 

reading to-morrow. · · · 
Uoustl, bill entitled, An •et to prorido 1!- salary for thtl Quarter 

.Maste r Gcn~rf!l1 1!-l!d for othor purpose, . 
Was rei!-d ~second time. · 
On motion of Mr. Tracey, the Seonte resolrcd it,clf into a com­

mince of the whqle op eaid bill, 1\fr. Fairbank• in thp Chair. 
After some lime spent therein, tbe committee rose, and hy their 

Chairman reported the bill back to tho Sonato without nrnendment 
nnd nsked to he discharged fro'm tb~ f'!rl~er consideration the reof. ' 

Which report was concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. Floyd, said bill was referrej] to the committee on 

.Mil itia. 
Resolution relatil·e to ndjQI!rument sfnc die on the 6th insl. , was 

rl'nd ahi rd time :fnd passed,' · -
House bill' entillcd, An act in !lddition to an act entitled, An act 

to organ ize the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida, 
Was read ahe third time, and by unanimous consent, referrrrltQ 

the Judiciary Committee. ( · 
House bill entitled, ~~~ 11ct tR repeal an act cnJi!led, An act to 

nrnend an act to establish a tariff ol fees, approved F eb. 1;), I 83•, 
and \Yhir h was appro,·ed Dee. 27, 1845, · 

Was rend the third timr. 
Mr. Fairbanks moved to amt>nd by striking out tho worrls" ha,·inn 

for its ohject a remote probability," QI:CI!rring ju lines 8 nnd 9. 
0 

Which t~mcndment was unan imously ado(tlcd. 
On the question of its j>assage the ye11s and nnye were : 
Y cas-:- :\1 r. P resident, . Me~rs .• ~,·ery, Borritt, Costin, Fairbanks. 

f.orimer, Mc!\~illan, !llo~eley, Pri~st, Tabor, 'fracey.,--11. 
Nays-Sene. 
So the !,till p11ssed. 'fitle as elated. Ordt!re<f that the !arne be 

ccrtifit•d to tbc House. 
The llousl) re111rned Hou.se bill entialed, A'\.Act making appro­

priation for t~e pay111~nt of the printing and binding of Thonipson's 
]Jigest, and finally di&posing thereof, with a message stating a hat the 
House refir•ed to concur .in the amendment to said bill by the Senate. 

On motion of !\Jr. Fairbanks, the Senate insisted on their amend. 
ment. I 

House bill enlilled, .~n .~ct fi>r the ·relief of·thc 'l'rhsteeM of the 
Township 1, Range 1, S. and E. in the county of Leon, was read 
the first time, and ordered for a s~cond reading to-morrow. 

House bill <'nlitled, An Act to amend an act to establish the office 
of Registe r uf l'ul,lic Lands for the State of Floridft, was read tho 
tirl'l lime. ami onlcr. d for a second reading to-morrow. 

llnusc uill entilkd, An act to dt'linc the term lor which County 

., 

€ornmissionen a:hall bold their office, was read the first tim~, an4 
· ol'!lered· for a second readmg to-morro!\V.· 

The following ,communication was transmitted to His · E.t,ce~ency 
~he Go.vernor ~ 

Sz.:uTE CnAliBER, Jan. 3, 1848,. 
'fo llis Ex,ullency the Go'Ot!rn,Qr .qf !!lorida : 
. SIR :-1 herewith transmit for your ,appronl a bill entitled, An,act 
jn relation to roads in· ColumLia.,c.ounty, passed b)· the two Houses o( 
~he General AJse11,1bly1 a9d signed by t~ pretiding officers thereof. 

. ~~¥· 
C, W. DOWNING, 

· Secretary Senate,. 
On mot ion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clo,clt. 

'l'he House returned SCJiate bill ent~tled, An .act to .enfw.ce !b• 
payment of taxes as~essed, and to be assessed, against nil ln~lilutionf 
,claiming corporate privileges ill this Slate, with an amendme-nt made · 
Ly the Houae. 

The Senate concurr~d in tbe amendment. 
The following menage from the House was received and read. 

· Hovss ot' Rzi>RE&E:'iTA't.I\'Es, Jan. ~,"18B. 
llo1iorable Prcside11t of tile SenaJ.e : 

SIR :-Tbe House hns concurred in the amendments offered fry 
lhe Senate to t~O' lfol)se bill Cl)titted, "J\.n act to make valid the 
proceedings o,f sundry peJlOIIS commiisioned as Justices of the Peace 
of 1 his State," ~·ith the folls>wing amendment proposed IJy the. House : 

In ·5th line of 4th secliont added lry Senate, iostend of words •• duly . 
; lected" in~crt "who rccci~ed tbe highest numbt>r Qf. \'Qte~,." 

In which thl! concurrel)ce pf ~b,o Senale is respe!=lfully requested 
Very Respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk llo. Rep. 

'fhc S~nnte concurred in the amendment, 
On motion of Mr. A~e;y, the rule was waived, and engrossed J,il~ 

eotitled, An net to define a11d settle the Loundary between the St;ato• 
of Florida nnrl Alabama, was read a third time !Jy its title, and on the 
question of its pa.~~ge t)ll' ye;).' a01h nays wer~ : . 

Yea11-=-l\fr'. President, !\less~. Avery, Austin, !Jurritt,'Fioyd, Lori. 
mer, Mcllillan, 1\foseH:,r, Priest, Sanderson, StQith, Talxrr; Tracey~ 
13. . 

.1'\ays-Nonc. 
So said bill passed- Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to tho House. · 
oa: motion, .tbe Sen:1te adjourned until to-morrow 10 q:clock. 
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-'l'he Seaate met pur.e\IJ,nt to -djoumment. 
ReY. Mr. Choice officiated ae Chaplain. 
A quorum being ,pl:U8Q11 on .n~otion of Mr. A1·ery, the reading of 

ihe Journal waa diepeneed with. 
:rhe following couuuuoication w.u Jraoar:oitled to IDs Excellency 

~he Governor : · 
Housz OF RBPRJ:SJ:Nli'4TJVB81 January 4th, 1848. 

To hi& Ercellency tbe Go~r1111r of Florida : 
S1a : We hereby ce.rti(v, that, at a joint meeting of the two House£ 

of the General Aaaembly, held in the Hall oft he Houae of Represen. 
tatives, on Wednesday, December 30th,,ull., for tile purpose ot elect. 
ing a Clerk of the Supreme Court for the State of Florida, Jfr. Da,·id 
P. Hogtie and Mr. Mariano D. Papy .were alone put in n'Omination, 
and, on tho second voting, 1\l.r, Uogue .ba•ing receil·ed thirty I'Otes, 
and Mr. Papy having received twenty. three votes. Mr. Hogue waR 
declared duly elected Clerlt JJf the Supreme Co11rt l for the State of 
Florida. 

. Jf ery ·Re•pectfolly, 
. C. W. DOWNING, 

Sec. Senate. 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of RepresentatiH'S 
The tule being waived, Mr. Avery was allowed to introduce a 

hill to be entitled, An Act to ascertain the numbe r of white children 
between the age• of 6 and· l8 years, and to obtain information re. 
tpeeting the Common School Lands; which wa~ read the first time, 
.the rule waived, and 111id bill ordered to be placed Q.mong the orders 
ofto.dlly. 

Mr. Sanderson offered t~e following 1 . 

That the Comptroller he requested to inform the Senato of tbo 
,cost of .publiabini tho awendments to the Constitution, wbic.: h wt're 
adopted at the aeuion ofl846 and '47. 

Which was adopted. 
The rule being waived, Mr. Costin..,.aa allowed tolntro~uce a Lill 

to be entitled, An Ac~ regulating the fees of Notaries l'uylic in the 
State of Florida, wbich was read the first time, the rule "nived, and 
.nid bill ordered to be placed among the ordl'rs for to.day. 

Mr . .Mowey offered the following: 
Resolved, That W. Bartlett be selected to print the laws passed Ly 

t1Je present General Assembly, on his gi1·ing boud to the Secretary 
of Stale to execute the same in a proper manner. 

Ruolt'ed, That the C<•mpen,ation shall Le th.e same per page as 
Jhe printe r of the Houte of R eprei\L'nlath·es receil·es fo r printing the 
)ournals of the House. 

Which was read a first time, the rule wah·cd, read a second time 
and paned, 

· PKr. Burritt, £rom'the"1uiliclar1 Comtrritte'e, presented the followinlf 
report: 
. The· Cohftniti~G' on till!' .#udJclary Co whom Wll referred· a bill to--be 
entitled, An act to facililllle the . remonl of obatrue.tiona to the navi­
gation of Suwannee river, hue bad the same under·conaideratiod', 
and have instructed·me to 

REPGR'F:· 

That the bill propo,es to confer certain powers and to grant ce·rtaid 
exclusive priYileg~•· to certain individuals, and although the committee 
are not opposed to the objects of the bill, but .on-the contrary believe 
they coAte111~te great public utility, still they believe that the bill if 
passed would be nothing less than a special act of ine·orporation, and 
which I!Cems to lie J!lobibited by.tbe Coillttlution. 'Fhe right of in. 
dh·iduals to unite together by virtuo of a Jaw for that purpose, in a · 
joint ente rprise with the capacity of sui&g and being sued, to transact. 
the business ol the company generally under that law, to he protected · 
in the exclusive proseeutiDn.of that ent'erpriae, and in the benefita te 
Le derived therefrOIJl, the committee believe amounts to an "inc'orpo. 
ration. And if so, 111 the Constitution provides thartbe General As . 
sembly shall pass no act of incorporation unless public notice in one 
er more newspapers in the Stale shall ha~·e been given for at least 
three months immediately preC1!ding the session M. which tbe same 
may .be apptied for, the committee bolie\•e there is no powe.r in the 
General AssemMy to pass the· bill under consideration unless it ahaU . 
I.e ' h!lwn that the requisite llllhlication· baa been nt~de. 

· S. L. ~URRI'l''f, Chairman.· 
Which was received and concurred in, 
1\lr. Tracey, from the Committee on Militia, presented the follow• 

ing report : . · 
The COmmittee oni\filitia to whol)1 was referred the. bill to provide 

a salary for the Quarte r !\faster General and Tor other purposes, ha~·o 
l.ad tLe same under consideration, and ask leave to report tho sa,me 
!Jack to the Senate with the following amendment, \"iz: 

Fill up t,he blank in thq :.ld secti(\'1 with IGO, and ask tq he dis.· 
charged from further consideration of. the au~ject. · 

E. D. TRACEY, Chairman.· 
Which was recei"Ved ~nd concurred in. · 
i\1 r, F.1irbanks, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

the following bills, viz: 
A Lill entitled,· .-\n act to enforce the payment of taxes assessed, · 

and lo- IJe assessed, agaihst all institutions clairnin<> corp~rate p~iri . 
leges in this State; "' 

·A !Jill eqtitled, An act to provide for the payment of Jurors ani 
State witnesses ;· · · . . 

As correctly erp-olle<i. 
The following 'messngo from His Excellency the Governor was 

rccoircd and read : · · 
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. . . . Ex&euTIV& DaP.urrK&·:sT, ia.n. i, 1848{ 
Genllemen of tM Senale and HoiUe of Repruenlaliou : 

• have approftd \he following Acta and Re~Juti.ona, to wit : 
An act to exempt the citizenaof Le''1 county from aerv~PI aa Jury• 

mert beyond the limita of aai,d county t 
An a'ct to authori~ the "''reat'lft'er of Allacliua couoty to· pa.t ooJI!'f 

to' tire Treasurer of !\(arion county the amount of the countv tax in bi11 
hands, 1lucssed and collected upon Janda lying in Marion 'county ; 

An a ct for the relief of A. B. Clark, a aeignee of Thomas !\1. 
White ; 

An act to authoriz'e eertai• pe'I'IO~ tci e1ta'lilielt a ferry aer- the­
Apalachicola riYer, at Chattahoochie ; 

An act to change the name of William J. McCaughan to that of 
Wm. J. McGriff; 

An a ct in relation to roads and highway• in the counties of Waslt. 
iftgton, Benton, and Hamihion ; 

An act to· eha.nge the name of Sarah A. Alston ~ 
An a<;t to define· t'he Wealetn boundary of ~ackson county, and· tO' 

repeal an act the rein· na·m~d ;· 
An act to amend the aeveral aeta rel.ati\•e to County Commissioners~ 
An actio facilitllte tho draini'ng olthoe" Twelve Mite Sw.amp," i" 

the county of St·. Johna ; 
An act to regulate the Pilotage oflhe Bar of the Ri\•er St. Johns ;· 
:\n act to amend an act entitled," An act to p~vide for the elec­

fion of Elect ora of President and Vice President of the United 
Statea,"· approfed January &, 1847 ~ 1 • 

An act to more' fUlly define the ratea of and duty o( Pilot!f for tho 
Port of Cedar Keya ~ 

Resolution espressh•e of t"anks to Meeara Randall, Brockenbrough 
and Baker, euminers of Thorn peon's Digest; 

Preamble and Iresolufiomr in relation to c~rta in sections of land 
. granted by the 1Jnited Statea to J.'lorida·, for the purpose of fixing tho 
Seat of Government;· · 

Preamble and R esolutions in relation to l're-emption Rights in this 
Stale; • 
Reao~utions in relation to the· Wilmot Proviso;· 
Pream1)ie· and R-esolutions re1ative to the expe·nsos of Flori'da \' ol.· 

enteere prcvioua to he in« mustered into the U nitcd States Sen· ice : 
Preamble and R csoluti ns relative to the paaeage of a law in relief 

ef certatn citizens of tbis State. 
Very respectfully, . 

W • .U. ~SELEY. 
Alao the following : 

ExEcUTin: DEI'ARTXE:->T, January 1, 18 -1 9. 
Get.tkfnen of I'M Senale and Jlou1e of JUprrsenlatiru 1 

I ~a,.~ the honor to solicit your advice aod consent ty the following 
ftommallons : 

Wm. H . Andrews, John Wootell and L. B. Harber, as Auction• 
eerslOr tho county of Jefferson, 
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. :\Ir. Wm. C . Cam1>bell having this mornin~t.iccl incd his n01r1ina• 
linn, which I made on yeste rday, as Colton Weigher for the county 
of L eon, I he re loy rospectf~.< lly nominate Charles A. Nash fo~ that ot: 
tice, und ask your advice ami consent to said no:ninal ion. 

. . Very HeEpcc tfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

'fhe nominations therein contained were ad.riscd nud consented to 
l>r 1hc ScnalC'. 

·. Also the toilowing : 
E .naa;rrn: D•':l'AHTJIE:->T, Jan. :1, IB-18. 

Gr111lcmcn •if tile Senate am/ H onse nf Ilc]'rC~cnlalires: 
· I rc~pccllully ask your :uhict· .ti•U <:cnscnt to the following nomina• 
lions : 

J ,,Jm D. Sheldon, :.s Auclic accr lor tl1c county of Orange; a:;tl 
\r illiam B. Uavis, a s Auctioneer li1r tho counly of St. Lucie. 

:\. ( ;, .\I iiier, <.:co. W .. Culc, jr., :\lex. llushlatt, J ohn W. !fines, 
.luhn \\' , Low, .\loses EdwarJs, as ,l uctioncl'!'s lor the county d C o. 
bm!,ia. 

\' c ry respectfully. 
W. D. 1\IOS ELEY. 

The nnmi nations tlwrein contained were ::uhiscd and couscutcd tc 
J,r lhc St'na lc. 

· A lso llw lu!lowing_: 
.. I.:.: x~:tTT!\'I: D t: P.\Ir-r:.n: ~T, Jan. I, J ~ t ~. 

Gcntl~mr.n •lthc Sl'IW/1' aw! •!1' flu: I f u ll-''' ·:f' !~t Jlrcscn/aticcs : · . 
I n•spcct!'ully nc.t:iaalc the Ji;llowin;; ••:111:d ~·••ntil!lll:lll lo r the of. 

fief's dcs:guatcd awl ask · )'911~ nJricOJ auJ Cfl tist'll t : 

L. \I'. :-ipr:tll, a~ J~.l;le ot' l'rol.atc, anti i'. ',i·. CuHc li a Ctd<\'atl.a u 
Baker, a s ,\ ncti.;nec rs, lor tlltl c ,;uu!y of Fran!din. 

Ye ry rcspccl!:!l ly, \\'.D. ~\IOS EL!·:r. 
"f!!c norniuati..>n~ l!ICrc iu ccn ::t :~ ~~~ tl \\'?l't.! a •:\·iscJ nutl consented u--

Lr the S!'u:lle. . 
·The following n:es~agc fr·1n1 ~ h .. llc ·:·>c \'::t5 :··.•ceirl'd :u ul r<'n,! : 

· llo t:s.: ll1·; 1:1'"::->T.\rr ·.Ts, January :l, II:' I " . 
/1 ''wrab/e 1'.-L"sidc.:t u' thr S•·,, ,,:r : 

:-i!lt. :--S~n:tl<' i; ill Cllf irl<'d, .. . \a n~~ mor: ; u tlc::Jarly <u ,Jt.:i: . ~ 
P.l'H':4a:,!C lcinst Wa"i tlti.s da,:. n·j ~.·L':~ : ! y ..: 1: • J { t ltiSL' • 

.\nd Se nate l;.il c:.l il:l·d, ·· .\n a ct I•J i' rt•s:·rtlJc au c :':a! a:HJ ;::.". 
~i . r:n mode or t:l~:.tl i '..l l l, :t ll'1.i fo :· 11 !~ 1 1!1' 1•111', '! s..:.~; : was tb b t.!:ty iu,1c :i. 
J:it<'!y pos·:uHt•!ll. · 

';:.. rr r. ;· ci!~d: ·.-, 
. '. '.' !'. 1'. .'.\'C .\~'! ' l·:~. 

( 'it• Jk i : .. :.·h.' t: t•p :·t·se::i;::n·cs. 

. \ . . 
:'::\·~~:·.: :) .J.tn~::l rj' :) , ~ 8 1 ~. 

' ; .. . ti,l' f:, l!ll '.\ I ~~~ ... 

j I , :,:. ;),., ..: : . • o ' o I t 

·. : :---.": 'J, ~:t• . Ldl ;.: ·~· : ·. · .\ !1 ·,cl to o-:·~,.\~1;/.C' ~l ' d :n"ll fi>:- t!:"! 
•:t. :~· ·.'i -: :~ l.·:' .J- :or ~:: .! · :: ·, -.. :::i.: i!.c !, • :: !\! _:.· of t:r:~n!d in," lla.; 

. ·:! -, 
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p:ual!d tbe House, with toe title mnend'ed u·follow•: Strike'oat 
"organize," and insert, "aid in support of." 

In which the concurrence of the S'enate is respectfully rtquested; 
Very reapectfuny, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment, ami r1ie Iilli wa-a ·order­
ed io be enrolled. 

The following also was received and read : 
· HousE REPIIESENTAXh'ES, January 1, 1848. 

llo11orablc Pre&idcnl Senate : 
Sta :-The House has appointed Messrs. Forward, _Hag ner, 

. Mitchell or Jackson, and A. E. Maxwell joint committee of confer~ 
cnce, to act with a siinilar corumillee on the pa'rt .ofthe Senate, upon 
tbe bill "making provisloo for a system· of Common Schools." 

Very respectfully, ' 
\V, B. L.~NCASTER, 

Clerk House Representath·es; 
The House returnt>d Senate bill entitled, An act to authorize Jas. 

Cocl;roft to establish a Ferry across Shoal Uh·er, as passed by the 
H ouse without arnendment. Ordcreu to bo cnrollccf. · 

The llouso returned Senate bill entitled, "\n net to amend an ace 
.(;ntillcd an act to organize the Circuit Courts ot the State of Florida, 
as passed by the House without amcotlinent. Ordered to be enrolled. 

The 1'111owing communication was transmitted to his Excellency 
the Go1·e rnor : 

S'E:-!ATE CnA)I~R, January 4, 1848. 
7'o /ti.~ E xcellency the Governor of.Florida : 

Snt·:-1 hal'e tho honor to transmit, for your nppro,·al, the follow. 
i.ng bills, 1·iz : a bill entitled, " An act to prol'ide for the pay. 
mcut of Jurors and Stnto 'Witnesses," a lso a bill entitled, An net to 
cnfvrc" the payment of taxes assesaed, and to •be assessed, against 
all iust itutions claiming corporate privileges in this State," passed t.y 
tlte two Houses of the. General Xssernbly, and signed by the presi­
ding of1ice rs thereof. 

Very respectfully, t 
C. W. DO\ NIXG, 

Secret. ry S enate. 
T he !louse returned Senate resolutions in relation to Territory 

,., lt iclo 111:1)' be acquired by the United St ;Aics, ns passed by the House 
11 itlouut alllcndrncnt. Ordered to he enrolled. 

The !louse returned Senate bill e ntitled, An act to encourage and 
E•cilitatc lute rnal frnpro1·ements, and to authorize and regulate part. 
sLi t» for tl,nt purpose, as amended by the House. 

The Senate concurred in the nmenwncnt, and the hill ordered to 
i.h; cu~rosscd . 

!\ rncssagu was rece i1•ed from th • IJousl', slating that the House 
had adupictl the resolution passed by the Senate on the 30th ult. rel ­
nt ile lv thu election of Jvlm 13earJ, Hegister. 

---· -
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· The following comm!JqicatioR from tbo Cornpiroller was receh·ed 
nnd read, and refe rred to the Committee on· Claims nod Accountt, 
with instructions to eumioe into, and rep :irt ns to the rensonablen-ess 
of l4ese charges~ 

Col!PTROLLEn's OFFICE, ~ 

Hon. President of tlte S r.Jiale: 
January 4, 1848. S 

Sm :--In ans.o.vcr to tho request of this d;tte, for information as to 
t.!Jc costs of publication of the amendments of tloe Constitution adopt­
ed at the session of 1846, '117, I ha1·e to say tlont the following ae. 
counts for that s en·ice lral'e been prcse11tcd. at this oHicc for a!fow. 
o.ncc, to wit: 

J . I.. Wyman, 10 sq. 6 m. 8135 00-Apalacloicola • 
J as. M. GoYld, 10 sq. G m. · 13a 00- St. Augustine. 
.Sii,Jey & Dyke, ;9 sq. G rn. 100 00-Tallahassce. 
J . .\. llnugbcy, 14 sq. 30 insertions, 217 00-l'cnsncola. 

Total; .$;;87 oo 
Of these accounts, aH,· ~:icept the last nam~d, han\ 'helm nudite<l, 

:~.ud, I think, paid at the Treasury-making n total paid of $370 00. 
I ha l'e tho honor to be, 

Very respectlully, 
SDIO~ 'J~OWJ.E, Comptroller. 

The .rule Lcing wai~cd, 1\fr. Fairbanks, fmm the Committee on 
J.;nrollcd Bills, reported bill entitled, An Act to author.i1:c tho Exec. 
utors .of George Kingsley, deceased, to sell real cst;llc, ns correctlY. 
eRrollcd. · 

On motion of .\[r. Fairbanks, the 1ule will he conside red as wail·. 
cd during the remainder oft e session, and the Committee ou En. 
rol'lcd Bills allowed. to report at an:r time. 

ORDERS OF THE D.\ Y. 

Engrossed hill entitled, An Act to prol'ide for the election of ll 

county site in the county of Washingtpn,. was read the third time, and 
on the queltion of its passa#!e, the yc.as and nays were: · 

Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. :\1-ery, Austin; Burritt, Costin, 
Fairhanks, Floyd, Lorinfer, J\leMillan, Jl[oseley, Priest, SandersoN, 
Wa:ts-1:3. · 
~an-~~~~~-
So said bill J,a~ed. Title as stated. Ordered tha t !be same be . 

certific'd to the ' IIouse. 
The follo~ving communication was transmitted to lois excellency 

the Governor: . · 
• St:XATE CJIA)IBER, Jarwan· 4, 1848 .. 

T o lois E ;,:cellency..the Coveruor of l'lorida : • 
Sra :-I herewlth transmit,. for the appro1•al of your Excellency, a 

~II entitled, An act to autb'ori;~c tbc Executora of George Kingsley, 
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dcccnsc<l, to se ll real estate, pnsRed by the two H ouses of tho General 
Assembly, a nd signed Ly th ~ presiding officers the reof: 

\' l' r)' rllspectlillly, 
C. W. TJOW~l~G, :Sr c'y. &nate. 

House h ill ()nt itlcd, An Act for tiJC re lic!' of t h<~ Trustee~ of tbu 
T ownsbip 1, Range 1, S. :u:d E. in the county of L eon, was read a 
secolhlt imc, a nd postponed untilto.morrow. 

Bill to he entitled, An Act to nsccrta ia the n:~ml~ r of white chi!. 
drcn between the ages of U a nd 18 years, nnd to outain intimnativu 
rcsp~ct i ng the C01nmo:: ::ichoul Lands, was read a second tim~ . 

~lr. Ave rv mo1·r.d to fi ll up the i;bnl; uccu ring in the th!rd line of 
srction 2; with 2 cents; which was adopted, nml the Lill ordered to 
he engrosst'd for a thi n.J readi ng to.n:o:·row. 

llon>e !Jill e ntitled, An Act to prol'idu n salary fo r the .Q uarter 
.i\las:e r GcnP. ra l, all'l fur other purposes, was read a sec•Jiul tin:c, nnd 
the an)cntlm~nt pmposcol by tho Cocn:!llct' on ~I il itia tlllnptcd. tl .· 
rule wni•·cd, the hill r~ad a third llllll' i·•· its ti tle, ar.1l oa t:. \l ' l ''"~;i,a 
of its JHlSS.l~l,, the yeas anJ nays ,,·c z P =· 

Yeas-~ l r. Prt·~ i tlent, i\l rssr~ .. \1·erv. Au,t ilr, fl" rrill, Co,: in, 
F loyd, Lorimer, :lld l illan, .\ l cscl~y, l'riost, ::<\ ndcr, vn, T a !mr, 
Traer ,., \ \'all, - ! I. 

;o;a):S-~OIIC. 
So saiJ hi ll r:. ~sec1. 'f ide us slated . Cr,l··;·t:U tba! t l: ~ s~·~~ ·~ i iC 

ccr:ilied to the Ilo.t:·a•. 
. Bi!ltu bo cnt iti,·d, ..\ 11 a r. t rc·h.:l:uin~ the fees ui ~u!ar;cs Pui, Jic 
in 1hc State of F lu::tla , wa,_ :·e~td a ~,· t .•a· ! t. . lh . . 

) Jr. ~amh•rsou u :ur , ·J ; ;: :llllt'IJ;! l,y !.':i !i.i11g u·:~ :·, lu : ::F~ t:.! of ...:~·:: . 

lion I , nnd iusort i1~g a; w i•ich \:a:t :u..lu1•1cd. 
~I r, A n• ry mon•d I•> amen• I by aJJ: .,:.: ":: .,,1 n'p:cs" at:., r '· s:1:1.u· • 

in line t :l of scc:iou 1 ; which was ~tlvplct! . 
'f li•' },jll w~s onh• r,•ll. to Lt• • · n t!I O'-'~l.'J 1~·: a tl.irJ rt' :ul:n;! tv .IJ 0 :. 

fO\\' , 

" ""sc 1, ;11 clltill<'o l. .\11 act to deliue :he 1 .. , :.· l; •r ·;.l, i.·!, Co.u::v 
Collllllli.sionr ls shall hold their ollict·, ll'as I'CilU a scc~:nd ti.1:o•, .t nJ 
postpuneu until !~-morro\\'. . , . . . . . 

ll o JSC bi! l rnllth•d, An ;.r.t lur the rco~cl oj scllle ~> om pu!,J oc h"•.; , 
anu tv grant prc.c ll' :>ti<lll r ii!hls in CCI lain Che,, \'o'aS n•ad the lil'>l 
til t,·, 1\IIU oruerrd fu:· n sceOJal rcading tJ. IJJG:'J'0\1'. j ~ 

llousc l,i!l eutit l<•u, .\ n n<:t rdatil'e I•> .hdge~ of P ru1.•atc, Cuu:1t.' · 
Cormni:')siourrs, an~ . 'he rill~. was n•aJ the tir . .;tti:t~e, anil on.!crl.!d 14,~· 
n SL'cond n·adill '' (,J.morrow. 

ll ut" c bill <'l~idcu, .\ n nc: to d,•cia r~ a1!d lll:tl<c the c'tizc:n,(,i;> or· 
th u l<t·,·p~ r ftl' ke<•pers of the Lire Oak l'lautation, cppn~iic tJ,e c: ii.Y 
of ,., ... ,.\C<Ji ' · in the County or Es~:t:ni J i.l in pia •: :' ,r the C •JIIIII)' of 
t-:au!a Ho·m. was read the lir~t t irnt•, 1l:o rn!t! \\';, in ·d. read a fCCtJnd 
!IIIIi lhird lilllC Lv its tide, a nd ')n the cp:c~ti li :J ot' ih r a•-::·:c. I IJO 

y~:1s auJ nay• w~rc: 
Y••:,{-:\11·. Prt•sidcnt, ) !ttssrf . An~rr, .\ uslit., 1~ · ; r:r : · •', ·. !_.. ; .· .. 

i 111 r r . . \ lc .\Jdl.w, .'·l o;cky, l'ric~t, Sand·~ rson , -· • ,. 

' 

r· 
I 

. - . 
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1\nys-~onc. 
~ So said !Jill passed-:iile as sta.teu. 

Ordered thai the same IJe eertitied to tho House. 
House !Jill entitled, An act to nmend .the cri11:innl laws no IV~ in 

force iu this State, was rcad ' thc fi>~l time, the 1· :d~ wa ired, read a 
scco'ntl t ime !Jy its title, and reli:'n .ed t::> the J mliciar)· Conunittee with · 
instructions to report on sa id Li ll th is Cl'enin:r. 

House !Jill entitlrd, An 1\Ctto aut horize ll l:d.c Jcrnnp;in lc cstalJ. 
li!h n Ferry acro~s l'ens!lcola Bay fr'> lll [)ecr l'Jint to the c ity of Pen . 
•acoll\, WI\! r<'ad the first tin:c, the rule w:linJd, r<'atl a sc.:nntl a nd 
th ird t ime hy its title, and 0 11 tl:c <p_lestiOtt of its passag(•1 tue 'yeas 
a nd nays were : . 

Yeas-:1!r. l'resido•nt, :\ l r ssrs. :\l'cry, B11rritt, F h ·.t!, :l!c.iliilan, 
~J u:;c ley, P rie. t, Snndcr•on, T 4bor, Tmc,~y, \ \'alls- 1 l. 
~ay-,Ir. Austin-!. • 
Sn ~:tid bill plssed. T ith: as 't.otecl. 
I l:.Jerc I thl\t the same be <:rrti lio·.l to the Hu~;sc . 
T h(l J;,i!owiu;; eon.m•micati•>:t fr· :n Hi• Esccllcncr the Gorern~r · 

was rcccin•d aud r<':HI : ' 
Ext~t: t"rL' J: J .l : :" ·l ·lr:·:.r ~: x.T, Ja111t:ll')' ~. l 'l,B. 

Ge>lllnnr11 n.f !he SC!Irtlr 'ulil '!f the 1 ( "'·•'' of !lcJ>rrsen!rtlircs : 
I han: tl1 ~ honor ''' as!< y,.ar aclnc ·~ a nd coaso•ut , ., the f(,IJo~l·ing 

nooainatioll"i: Lr•d LP·: , ~~ lt· ;,lwn ~. Smith, anJ \ \'jj !bn: Ucrs, a~ 
.\uc:ioncc r~ r;)J' th/ couuty u:· liJudl!u:~ . 

·y,.l'.l' rc·>p•ct!ili l.r. w. n . . ,iesctc·.-. 
'J'I1o nomina.t .o :: ~ 1:wr·.·au c ,:.:a i ru.~.J \\ ere ath·i~cd auU c onsented 

to by th<: :-i,·nah• .' 
Hft-~1~£! l·!li .-:.!i:l\·,i, .\ . · \. ; r .. ~ ! r:n: ;:{r! ~ he' nau.···#nf Jan:cs St,:n.­

ler, uf ;\iunroc ::-o~ ll l\', to lha: ot' J ·uul'!i ·r iccol hr ,,. ,!!i: l' ... ' \':~..: rear! 
the J; rsl timl.', tl11: rnio w.d \'1:.1, rc d a sec&url :u;d th ird : ::!.!!1 :111d ol) 
t:H' fj!JI! ... ·: •• a of11s p· t ssag~, rile yea~ arH.! nays ·.verc : 
Yca o;-~~r. Prc~ult~pt. t\ l e~srs. :\\'Crt·, A I!Siin, Jhn:i:r, Cost in, 

Flnyd, J .nrimcr, ~l e ,J i lhut, :,Jusc!t•y, P riest, ::ia1Hlc rsou, f ::IJor, 
\\'all~- 1 :1 . 

:\ . 1 )'5- - ~;0IIC', 
So said ~.ill p:~>;r:~. Tit!~ as ;tatrd. o,·ti~ rcd tha t the same he 

ecrtitied to the !lollS\' , I . ·, • 
House l'rca!llhlc nd l~csolut ion asking Congress I'? prot·iuo 

lunds f.,r tho inha!titl\nl>cvr cc r!aiutmr Hsl:;ps li1r the wpp~rt o!" PuL· 
lie ::ichool~, was re~ cl tbc fir~t t i1::c. the rule w::il'ed, re·td a sccon.l 
t imo h;· its t itle, a nd reJilrrL'd to the CommiiiPc o :1 ::icl!no!s nntl c .. ! . ~ 
)pges... · · 

IJouso rcsnln;ion> relnt il'c to the .wid·n1·s .11,d urr.l:.w s of i!10se 
who !Jn,·e died in rk t~· uco vi' thcir coL::1:rv iu ,\le:., ;co, ,.('J'C read tho 
fi r.st timr . the rule wail'cd, read a sceui:d ftli:l thinl t im,· lr; tit!•·, and 
pnssrci . ~ 

' On motion, the Scna:e look a rcce ·s UJ. l:l :J.'. o'dt.. k. 
\ ( . 
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3t o'cLOCit P. X. 

The Senate proceeded with tho Orders. 
House bill entitled, An Act to amend an net entitled an act amen. · 

datory of the Criminal Laws now in force in this State, appro,·cd 
Jnnuary 6th, 1847, waa read the first time, the rule wah·cd, read a 
ucond time, nnd ordered for a third rending to-morrow. 

1\fr. A,·ory mo,·ed that tho rule be wnh·ed, aod the hill entitled, 
Ait Act to nscertain the nurober of white children loctwcen the age 
of six and eighteen years, and to obtain information respecting tho 
Commdn School Lands, be read a third time, and put upon i.ts pas. 
nge ; which motion was lost. · 

House !Jill entitled, An Act to regulate tho time of holding the 
Circuit Courts in tho 1\fiddle Circuit, were read tbe fiost time, and 
ordered for a second reading to-morrow. 

House resolutions relati,•e to tho Cll·cular issued ,from the office of 
the Comptroller 24th August, 1846, was rend the first time, and the 
Senate r.l!lioscd to rend the resolution n second tio11e to-morrow. 

1\lr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on · En?olled !Jill~ reported 
the following !Jills, ,·iz : 

Bill entitled, :\n Act lo amend nn act entitled, au act to organize 
the Circuit Courts of the Stale of Florida ; 

Bill entitled, An Act in support of a -School for the education of 
poor children \~itloin the county of Franklin; 

Bill ent it ll'd, An net to allthorize James Cocl<roft to cstahlish a 
fe~ry across Shoal rh·er; 

As correctly enrolled. 
The following commuuica.tiou was transmitted to his F.xccllcncy 

t}le Go,·crnor : 
SE:'lATF. CnA)IRER. Janulry 4th, 184!!. 

Jb His Euclle11ry tlte. Gocer11or of Florida: 
SIR : I he rewith transmit for your apprO\·al the following hills, Yiz: 
Bill cntitlt•d, An !lCt to aid in suppoJt of a School for the educatiol) 

a{ poor children within the county of Franklin ; 
Bill entitled. An act to amend an net entitled nn net to organize 

the Circuit Courts of the State of Florida. 
Bill entitled. An net t~ authorize James Cockroft tj establish a 

fe.rry across Shoal Ril·er; 
Passed hy the two Houses of the General ~sscrnbly, and signed 

by the presitling officers thereof. 
· Ycry respectfully, C. W. DOWNf:'\G. 

, Secretary Senate. 
The following message from the House was recei1·cd nnd rend, 

llot:sE oF Rl:rRESl:l'iTATIV i : ~, Jan. 4t~. 18 "1'3. 
Honorable President of the Se11ate : 

S1a : The House has this day apopted the following: 
Ordered, That (the Senate concurring) the Committee of the 

House on Finance and Public Accounts, be instructed to unite with 
the Senate Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to draw up and 
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report an act to defray the espenaea of this aeaaion of the Generlll 
Aaaembly. Very reapectfully, . 

W. ·D. L .\NCASTER, · 
Clerk Ho. Rep. 

The Senate concurred. . 
The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to define and act-· · 

t111th.e boundaries between the State II .Florida and AlaiJ&ma. a• 
passed by the House without amendment. Ordered to be enrolled •. 

House bill entitled, An act to alter tbe €riminal laws of thiJ Slate 
in relation to burning of woods, was read the firat time, and ordered 
for a second rending to-morrow. . 

House bill entitled, Arr Aet for the relief of W. J. Ar1111stead,. was 
read the first time, and ordered for· a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill entitled, An Act providing compenSation to b~ .paid to 
L . A. Thompson· for prcparing·a Digest ofthe LawsofFiorod11, wa~· 
read the first time, 'and ordered for a second rea4ing to_. morrow • . 

House !Jil! entitled, An act to define and settle the boundary be­
' tween the States of Florida aad Alabama, waa read the first time-

The Senate refused fir read a M!cond time. · · · 
House bill eniitled, Ari act for the relief Of E. D. Howse, Sheriff 

of Marion County, was read the first time, the rule waived, .read a 
second and third ~ime · by title, and on the q11estion of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : . . . . . 

Yeas- Jfr. President, 1\lessrs. Avery,. Auston, Leromer, l\lcl\1111aa 
--3. . 

N'ays-1\fess;s. Fairbanks, Floyd, Mosel((y, Priest, Smith, Tabor, 
Trat:cy, Watts-B. · - · 

So said bill was lost. 
House bill entitled, An act for the relil!f of R. A. Shine, was rend 

the first time. and ordered for a second readii1g to-morrow. · 
The follo1l'ing ineasage !rom tho House was received and read : 

, Hou3'E REPIIES"E:'iTATI\'ES, January 3, 1848.· 
Jlon. Prcside11t of the SeQate : . . 

SIR :-The Hou·se has this day passed Senate "boll relative to 
Territory which may b~ acquired. by the United Sta~es," with tho 
rollowind amendment: I• Strike oh\ the 2<1 and ad sectoons." 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. Said !Jill · · 
has bct'n transmitted to tho Senate withou.t prppcr messa~o. 

Yc ry ltcspectfully, W. ll. LAi'\CA:::iTER, 
· . Clerk Ho. Rep . . 

The Sct;atc concurred in the amendments. . . 
1\J.r. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the following 

report : · 
. The Commillec on the Judiciary to whom was referred a'l engross­
~!d bill from the House of ReJlresental ives, cntith:tl,_" An act to aol)enrl 
Che criminal laws of force in this State," hue had the same under 
conside ration, ab d ha.vc instructed me to 

RF.l'OltT: 
That they arc of opinion that a distinction should t.e ~1auo betwce!l 
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tho burning of court houses, jails, churches, and other 111•blic build. 
ings, and the burning ol gin.houaes, corn-pens, stnhlt!s and other 
prh·ate out·Luildings, &c., both as to the character of the oflence, and 
ita degree of JIUnishment. By the hill uw!er consideration, tho burn. 
ing of any of these is made n misdemeanor only, and tho same Inti. 
lode or scope of punishment is allowed in tho one as in the other. 
Th.e .committee therefore ~ommend that the bill be amended Ly 
atrtkmg out of the first sect ton tho worda "or any church, meeting. 
bouse, college, academy, court-house,· jail, or other LuilditJO' erected 
for public use," and in lieu thereof adopt the section herewiih accom. 
papying this report. 

The committee also recommend to strike out "fi1·e years" in tho 
first section nnd insert in lie u thereof, ltto yelj ,·.~, nor less than 1ix 
months. · They also recommentl to amend the 2d section of said bill 
in referenco to the punishment, by strikin~ <iut the words " thrc~ 
years," Rnd insert in lieu the reof one year, uor le8s than four months. 

Tho committee recommend also that the 4th section of the said 
bill b.o amended by adding afier tho word "ofler:ccs" in the :Jd lino 
thereof, me11tinned in tile first a11d second sec/ions •if. this act, and hy 
adding at the end of the said section the following. and if a11y colored 
person frtc negro, mulolto, or slave, shall be co111pctcd of the cjj'enCI! 
or f!ffences menlioued in the 3d section qf thi£ act, 'he sho/1 be deemed 
gui!ty of.felolly, and ,,hall be punished by u:l!ipping uot cxccrtiing om: 
lwndretl 1ashts, and b11 hat·ing his ears nailed to posts I fwr.: lu sta11d 
f or half an hour, aml if a free colored per.~o11 he or she shnll besides 
pa!J the e:rpensc of the prosecuti011, or be sold to scrviu f •r that pur. 
pnsc. 

I t is also rr commended thnt' the section accompan1·i.1g th is report 
he inserted as the :Jd section, nn~ that the 3d nnd 4th "di.ms of tho 
!Jill Lc onaJn tho 4tb and 5th sections. · 

8. L. lll"lt:UTT, C l:a :r:nan. 
S ec. 3. 11e it .further enacted, That if :wy !•er•n•J ; h !! \\'llli11ly 

and m:!liciously burn, or c~u<c lo be b:Jrne<l. c r a id, assist in. counsel, 
procurn or consent to, the Lurning. o r shali :.:,.; tire In, f"t' aid. as~ist 
in, counsel, procure or consent to, the sell ing 1: rc lo \l';tlo intent to 
h~rn. any cot•rt. housl', jail. church. mee:in ;:-lw· "~• collq;•·, ar :uk·noy, 
or othe r bui:. i in~ erected for pul:!ic o:se. ur in wh id : S tat" o r CO}IIIt)' 
I'"COrd•, or nthcr public pront•rt .l· i• l:ll\' ltl !ly :u HI r uJ,::cJ_r k" pt, ;;uch 
i'Cr"r.n slnll bo dccrnrU "p-u ihy ,,f "_f ;·lr:n.'l· a: :d /1:1:! vn c·. •i •·. ·. l!• 11 IH' 
pu:P...!u'J, },,. ~ l : t! : ( : i n.!.! in till' pi!ht r c.tn· h ...... l ', ~ !·_r .:."Ji1·: t' X"' ·cd­
ju;.,:- ti n · 1h·.1· '\: -! c._!, .!:a r..: , nor It•··.;· 1!•::1: 01:•· t>• ··l ;:w: :l ;!!;,,-.:.:, or 1./ 
ilr:rri~.~:~ n · !' ll :. n,,t ~xccecJ i n~ J1r:.· _r··a::o:, !H11' !•::-:.i :!•;:: : v :c yl"ar •~ ! tl.e 
ci.sr··,., : ,., •·!· ' !J•' ,i1n _r. 

' . . t, ·cl , , ,•pr r~ v;a., conctt:'Tt' t! i:: . t i.e :l::~ ~· p t!n~ cnts t ;· lt't '"•l t., l,c 
e : , , :~ U" ''- '. :t ~FJ t !:t> bil l onl :·:•d ~~ ~ :· . t:.:. J n •a t1ill i! (C./ Ito.'lf.l.\', 

l h !Lotion (If J Jr . Burr:u, .\ : r . . ' . . .. r·: ,., ~ :11,·,,,; to t!!•' t ' ,•:n:J!; ' !Ce 
c.::1 '! : . ., · · i ••!: a nd l: e\'t·rwf" . · 

Ou :: ."1t :. •u or ~- f :· . !.: ::!1a:. ' . ·, .\~ r . . ~ :·• •· · ·l w:t -= : ·!·:t' ~ f'J ~ hl! 

Co:!~ ' :1 1'1 <.~ ,.. I'll ~ ·:a!·rl:, U 1 ~ ; :1 .... 
Ou :·.t '" :1 !'. ~· .... : .. : :.· 1 ···::·! :l' .! ~o:: _ ,:: :.;.::-::..: r.;·,,·, l t; ~ · .: · :: .. 
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Wx~l'E&DAY,' Jaounry 5, 1848. 

The Senat~ ~~ purpuaat tp 'adj~rnlitent: 
ReY. air; Cboite officiated il Chllplain. . . 
A quorum being pr!'.ent, on nidtllili of Mr. Trai:ey tbe r~adioa of 

ibe Journal \i•lta diapeoied witli., .. . . . 
Pul'luant to prenoua not.ice, Mr. Wabi introduced a bill to J?e eo; 

titled, An act to cbtuige tbe.iiame ofi:ll&ain poraoos.therein named; 
. Wbicb wai reed the fil'll tir.ne, th'e rule waiYed, reltd a second and 

ihird time by ill title, and on tho queaicili of ita passage, the yea• and · 
bays were: . · 

Yeaa-Mr. President, Meliri. Avery, Burritt, Floyd, Fairbanks, 
Lorimer, McMillan, Moaelej, Prieit, Sanderson, Smitli, Tabor, Tra: 
eev, Watts-14. · 
'Nays~Nonr. · . 
So said ·hill paaaed-titlo lis ahited; . . . 
Ordered tblit lite aarrle be certified to the Hotise. . 
The foiJo,Vil)g was ordered to be spread upod the Jourmils i . . 
The Senator frpm Leon, in voting 'in favor of the p~ge of tb& 

bill providing for tho appropriation o'f payment to tho Quouter Mu •. 
ter General, and for other purposes, protests against ·the enactment 
of tliat section . of tlu~ bill which pro1•ides that: a part .of the rotunda . 
of the capitol shall lie Ulicd for tb.e stife-keeping of t~o fublic Arms, 
or made an Arsenal of. · Tbe Senator from Leon would view with 
sincere regret the mutilation o( the capftol of the State for any pur. 
pospa wbate,•er, and greatly prefer \'Otin'g an approprintiou for tho 
erection of an A1'sena:J to be used as a safe depository for the Public 
Am~ . . 

Mr. '1\foseley, from the-Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre: 
sen ted the following report : . . . 

Tbe Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred a 
communication from tbe Cotiiptroller rel.atil·o to· tbe expense of pub. 
lisbing the amendments to the Constitution, adopted at tho session of 
the General Assembly in 1g46 and 1847, Leg leave to submit the foJ .• 
lowing . . REPORT : . . . . 

That in tho discharge of their . duty, called nt the Comptroller's 
offi·ce for information, a tld find tha't the atc.ciunts of · 

J . L . Wyman, for the sum o( S1!l5, Apalnchic(lln, 
Jas~ !\1. Gould, 135, St. Augustint', 
Sibley & Dyke: 1 • • . ·, • • 100, Talla~assce, 

have been audited and patd for said publication, Md tha t the account 
of J ames A. BaugheY,, for publishing ihe' siur.e a·mcndments, a nd fi1r · 
the same time, as rent lered Ly him, $217, transmitted with the foJ. 
lowing communication : 

PEXSACOLA, December 10, 1847. · 
Ho::'i. J .\liES T : AncnEn, 

Dear Sir :.:_1 bere{,·ith enclose 'to you my account . ngainst the 
State for advertising in the Florida Democrat, whicb you will oblige 
me by nttending to forthwith, as I am iri need of money. I know 

. 26 

~ · 
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the State i1 rather poor, but you know abo tliat publi1hing a demov 
cratic ~per in thi• Gibraher of Wbiggery i1 a tbankl .. add profit-· 
le• bua10eM. I feel confident, therefore,. that )lou will do all you carr 
to aallt me ill tbe hoar of need. · 

.Respectfull,., year1,•&c. 
. JAS: A.· BMJGHEY. 

After ebml*rililt th· ~ of .S.V,hey with rbOH ·of the aoove 
aamed Printer~, they find that .iaughey'e &ceetlot eaceeda that of 
Sibley & Dyk• in tile IUI'II of t-117,. and al each of the otbera tb& 
lum of f82. Your committee are unable to diaco?er any reuoa. 
'!thy one paper abould receive mote eompenation for tbe aame acr­
l'ice tllan a11otber,.and- believing tbat tbe accounta paid are u muclr 
&I ought to be allowed, . (. · 
, Ruoltled by tlte General A11embly, That the Po1J1plnlller ie hereby 

duucted to allow James -~· Baugbey, for tblt publication of the 
~mendmen~• to the·ConetiMion adopted brtbe General Aaacmbly al 
111 teMion rn 18t6 and 1847, the IUIIl of •100, aad for other items 
the 1um of 136. • 
T~ all which they aek the concurrence of tile Senate, and beg to­

be dilcbarged from the furtber consideration thert•of •. 
W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 

Which wu received mud ooDCUrred in, nnd the resoluiion therein 
contained, read the filii time, and ordered for a accond reading to­
morrow. 

1\fr. Avery, fri>m a Select Commillee, preacnted the following re-· 
~rt: . 

The Select Committee, appointed by the Senate tp confer with a 
almilar Committee on the part ofth'e Houee, respecting the disagree­
ment t~ftbe Senate to tbe House substitute for Senate bill eutilled 
An Act to prolide for the eltaWiabment of Common Schools ask 
leave to· · ' 

REPORT: } 
U~n conferring- with the House Committee, your Committecr 

found it impoaaible to reconcile the various ~ints of difterence be­
tween the l?enate and· H ouse bills-1lnd believing that it would be' 
far better for tbe 8tate in tbe en4, to bave no School bill pas., tho 
present session, than the one substituted for the Senate bill, recom­
mend tbattbe Senate adher.~ to its disagreement. 

Your ~ommitt~e think it proper to make a fe(v comments up­
O'll · tbe btll •ubslltuted by the House for tb'e Senate bill-which 
comments will present some of tlie reasons for their advising to ad­
here to the disagreement. 

It abould be premised, that before the School bill bad been finally 
acted ·upon bJ tbe Houee, a bill bad passed the Senate, authorizing 
t~e. Registe r of Publ!c I:ands to aclltbe sixteeath ~ectiona, and pro­
\'tdtng for the coasohdauon of tho School Fund-and also. for ha1·ing 
it 10 invested as to draw interest, payable annually, which. intcreat 

... 
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. .,.., by the Senate Scboal bill1 to be dittrib~ arnQBg the cbilarett 
oftbe State eguaUg. · · 

By aection filii of the Houac bill, the State of Florida givea her .. 
consent, aud direct• the sale of aection 1ixteen heretofore located, or 
wbicb may be bereafier' located in each and every township in the 
State. Pr~ al11HJg1, saya aection 2d, that ·t~e proceed.~ ef ~&id . 
lands ~en sold, .ahall be diaburaed, e:rpended and applied, for tile 
·rue of fM inhabila,.U of tile to'IDTI6iAp for ~eAicA the sa~~~e ID48 telected, 
~c. : 

By section 2d, ·it is ·also provide.!, -that sales ahall be made of the 
.sixteenth sections, upon the conaent of tbe inhabitants of ,each town. 
aloip and .fractional to\9nship· within said county, given in the man. 
.per expressed in seetion .8th,· to wit: The quali~ed elector& · wbe· 
shall vote for Commi11lonen, shal.l be· desired to state, 1st, of ~ellal 
toiCIIIAip ! 'in the .county tuel't. voter is an inhabitant. 2d, whether or . 
not such voter deaires t4e sale of tbo sisteenth sectiou -in -his town-
5hip 1 The section tben provides, that the Commi11ioners of Com. 
mon Schools for the county, (who are to be .relllln in number,) aball, 
by vote, d~clare whether or no .tMy, (the Commissioners,) ·desire 
tbo sale oftbe said sixteenth sections or fractional sections, &c. 

Your Committee ~ould here' reftor the Senate to tbe · I'll port made 
by tbe Select Committee of the Senate upon .tb,e Senate bill entitled, 
An act to provide litr the sale of tbe sixteenth- sections granted hy 
Congress to the State for the support of Public Schools, and for con. 
solidating the School Ftind, which ~eport contains tbe law unde" 
which the .Sia!e holds the 1ixteenth sectione, and also facta relating 
to them, showing the absurdity ~nd irrjuariee o( limiting the benefits 
to be derived frcm tho sisteentb sections, totbe inhabitants of the 
towQships in ~~·hich the lixteenths .are ajt~atc;d. Tbose who propo1e 
tile House method ofdisposing 1ofthe Sch3ollands, deny the r~gbt. o( 
the State to sell, and consolidate tbe fund derived from the sale • . But 
your Commillee would oslf-~·If the State canno~ sell tbe sixt!!entb 
sections, bow can abe empower seven men in each county to sell? 
as is provided in \he eighth eection of the House bill- for it will be 
seen, upon examination of that section, tbat, altliougb the ooter1 are . 
required to, st'ate whether t'hey do or do not desire the sale of tbe 
sixteenth sections, yet tbe Com]llissionErt m"y deci~e os to the ·sale, 
without rt>ference to the wishes oft he voters. .· 

Sectjon 4tb of tbe House bill says: Seven Commiui01tera of Com­
mon Schools shall ~e eleele? in. each county~eacb Coinmiuioner 
to Ito taken from different townsbtp~, &c. . 

,Your Committee would aak, )l'hp wiil take the initiative in this 
matter 1 Who would·probably be at the trouble and. expense of as. 
certoining the townsh ip lines, in order to know with certainty whe· 
ther or ·not those who 1\o.ere to iJe appointed Commissioners lived in 
different townships 1-for be it remembered, that as it is required 
they should be taken from different townships, no act of thei,rs can 
.~valid unless /My arc &() taken. And be it also remembered, that 
tbe disposition which th is Lill makes of the sitteentb sections, debars 
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p1any of our citiea and village• from any participation in the 'und-: 
~nd czU of them from their proper proportion-and therefore the. in , 
~abitanll of Yillag!!• and citiea cannot be expected to e~ert them. 
,elv~ ip tbit matter. · 

Theae pommiuionef!l, moreo,.er, mrut be intelligent, zealous, inde. 
fatigable !Den, for they not ~ly rll~eir!l npih!ng fqr their time, ex: 
penae and trj)llblj~, ~ut !Jy aec. ~;ith .. th~y are li~bl"" ~o indictment 
p.nd fine, if they do not perfprl!l the (ollpwing dulles, to· wit : 

Take care of the School Landa, and leaae the aame. Collect 
lhe renta; preaerve tlie S~hool .J.anda fro!Jl w!'ate and damage-:­
~(theae School Landa, it will be repolleptj!d, fH!l relocated in many 
1=aaea, in diatant eountiea.) lrfeet at the Court Hopse at least once 
!n three !'lontlia. ~eep a record of the proceedin~s of each meet. 
1ng. Act u !3cbool ~napectora~~arqipp and hJ:ense. T eachers. 
Make annual reports to the State 'freaeurer of the proceeds of 
the School Lands, aqp all their tnnsaction' relati\'e thereto­
ea~h to'!!n•~ip accou11t to bf' kept feparate-(sotpe of the countie~ 
have from fiO to 100 townshipa. ) If the si1teenthanre sold, they are 
to attend to the aalr. ~f default i~ p~ade in any payml.'nt, (which 
~re to be made on time,) they ar11 tp IC!! tl1at the sums previously 
paid are forfeited, and the lands resold. To crj!ct ,school houses, 
and aueu a tax (or building the aame, and for pu·rchasing school 
houee lot. 'fo asacaa a tu oil the inhabilan/8 of tl1e county, at their 
~ilcretio11, fof the PllrP.ose pf (laying the 'Yages of th!l teachers, &c. 

These d1111ea ,uut be perfoi'med by th~ Commiso.ioners ";hen once 
~lected-:-no IJlatler whether they are elected by friends o~Lenemie~ 
-:-by three, ti$ or a ~!l!ldr~d yotera;:-thjly are not allowed 'f resign, 
pr to plead inability~ · 

These ~~mmiuioncre "'her chosen, whet~er by one, two, three, 
pr a hundred yotera, are by section 23d, empowered not only "iiJ. 
t/aeir dilcr.etion, to "¢e a tax upon per80ns and property," but " to Cll· 

force t/ae collection of the sar,ne !lnd~r ru~? r'"~" ~nd regulations a.< 
·tJaey rnay prescribe. No bond ia required for tbe faithful performance 
of their dutiea:-no security is to be given that they will not, aOer 
\e•ying and collecting the t'\11 " in tbe!r di~~retio~,'' !'Prly tho pro: 
ceeda to their own use. 
' It is true by section 26th, "nny of the officera enumerated in the 
ac~ 'l"ilfully misappropriating, or applying any of the funds to his 
pwn 114e, ia liable to Ull indict¢. But your ComJllit!f!l think be 
who would apprppriale tho Sc~ool Fund to his o,\·q. ~~~! would 
doubtleaa plas:c hiiJl~clf beypnd:the reach of an indict!J1eot. 

In cor.Cluaiop1 your (::ommittee cannot but e~prj:~'- their regret 
that the bill" providing fUr the establishment of Common Schools," 
which "'"' paaacd by tho Senate without a diaaenting voii:~, did not 
receive the aanction of the House-for by it an equal and uniform 
e)'1tem would ha,·e been established, simple in ita organization, yet 
u your Committee think perfectly practicable, and with the means 
provided by the Senate bill for "aeUing the ai1tcenth sections, and 

· consolidating the School Fund," (which bill wa~ also lost in the 
,> 

.. 

f{ouae,) would liaYe .e,i.Nll.Jied :the State to diapense the ·bleainga of 
,educa~iori with at;~ ~pa,rtial hand. • · · · 

..,.II of ~hie~ Ia '"pe.etfully auhnutted. · 
· · 0. M. AVERY, Cbainruin. 

/. P. SANDERSON, 
q. R. FAIRBANKS, 
{3. L. BURRITT. 

Mr. Avery, froa, the C~J11itlee on Schools and College•, made 
Jhe following repPrt; .. · . · ·. 

The Committee on Sehoola •nd .Clollege"' to whom was referred 
the preamble and resolutions uking Coogreu, &c., aak leave to re • . 
port the aamo without ap~endrqcnt.. . 

Q. M. AVERY, Chairman. 
Mr. Sal)doflOn, from a 1oint Sele~t Pt~rqrqiitee, presented the fol. 

)owing. re~rt : . · 
The Joint Committee ap~i~ted by tbe GeD!JI'!ll Aaaemhly to ex. 

~mine the'Comptroller'a office, in piJraUall,ce of section nine of the 
act organizing said office, approved July ~~.· 1~+5, 

· REPORT : 
That they ha:w-e etamined -the conditio!! of aaid office, and after 

.due im·e•tibration into the proceedings of the .. id office, find that tho 
pomptroller has di~J:~arged hit duties strictly according to Jaw. 

. 1. P. SAN'PERSON, 
Chairman of Senate Committee. 

9· 1\J. AVERY, . 
·G. R. FAIRBANKS. 
A. K . ALLISON, . 

" phairrqJ!.n ~oljae Commit,tee. 
' \-fhich was receiYed and con.curred io~ 
Alao the follo)\•iqg : · 
The J oint Committee appointed by the hvo ~ouaea Qf the <rl!nera! 

Auembly ,o examine the office of the Treasurer in pursuance of 
tection 8, 9, I Q, and 11, of the act to organise such office, nnd np, 
proved July 26, 18~5.. · 

REPORT : 
. r c 

Th~t they hnve examined the account a and vouchers relating to all 
!JIOnics recch•ed into and paid out· of the Treuury during the fisca 
year ending 30tl) Novell)ber,and we report that the a.rqo'!nt of monic• 
·recetved into the 'Prea,ury for such year is the eum of. 845,357 60, 
and the amount paid O!JI C?n 'freasury ~ertiijcates during such year 
\\·as the sum of 147,331 40. 

That the nmount in tht~ Treasury 'on . the let day of November, 
1846, was the sum of 15,728 90, and the -balance remaining in the 
hands of the Treasurer on ·the let day of November, 1847, was the 
sum of 83,755 10. 

That we hue· compared the warrnnts drawn by tho Comptroller 
O'! the Treaaury during snid·year with the aeveral laws under wbic4 

------

.,. 
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•be I&IIM purported to be drawa aDd certify ~ar the CompUCJ!ler b~ 
power to draw auch warn.ata. 

We further certify that the dutiea olaic;l91&ce ba~ been perfo.rll).. 
..ed with care, dillgeoee aDd &delily. 

J. "f. 84-NDERS@N, 
Chainnan Senate Co~, 

0. M. AVERY. 
G. R. FAIRBANKS, 
A. K. ALLISON, -

Cbainnan Hou.e.Coi1!. 
Which·wu rece~'fed aod .cotU:urretl iaa. 
Mr. Smith preaented tbe account of Ju. C. Joh.DIIton, ,Juatice of 

-the Peace, for certaiG aenlce1 rendered to the Stale. ' 
Which wu refomed to the commillee on Claim• a~d Account.1. 
The Houae returned Senate bill entitled, .\n act to -.llow lht privi. 

l•ge of ball in certain ease•, u pu.ed by the ijoi!J8 ,viii!O\It amend. 
meat. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 
The Houae returned Senate bill entitled, An act to exempt the ill.· 

habitantl.ol Amelia blaDd, in tile county of Na..au, from working 
.o11 \he road• on the maia lud ip ~!iicl county, u Jo&ued by the Houac 
without ameDdnaent. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 
'l'be Houae retunaed Senate bill entitled, An act to organize the 

Oflice of Coaaptldler .of Public Accounts of the State of Florida, as 
puaed by the Senate without amendment ; 

Ordertd to be enrolled. 
The following meaage from the House was received and read: 

Houu oP Ra:ra&IIIN7A'I'lYU, la.n. 4, 1R48. 
!fonorable Pruident of tAe SetuJte : 

SJll :-The HOUle hu receckd frlllll ita diaagreement to Senate's 
•mendmenta to HOUle bill elltitled, "An act making nppropriation for 
die payment of tbe printi!ag and binding of Thompson's Di~est anli 
,linally dispoaing thereof," and hu concurred ia aaid aa~end enta. 

Yery Reapectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep. 
Alao the followin& : 

Hous11 Of R EPilJISENTATIVIIS, Jan. 4, 1849. 
/fpMrabk Pruidql of ~ &11CIU : 

.Sfll :-1 am inltructed to icaform the Senate that the nction of the 
Jlouae upon Senate amendment• to Houae bill entitled, "An net to 
o~~~&ke falid tbe procel!di~;~&•.of aua~dry pefli!lll corgmiuioned as ,Tusti. 
..:ea of the peace of thia State," ~u.aa f(lllows.: 

The House concurred in tbe amendmepll except aa to the first, 
~iz : "Strike out the preamble and the word the refore ia the fir~t 
~ille of tbe enacting cla~,.e." Whic:b "'auaot concurred in. In 4th 
.ae.c:tiPn atr.il!e out io the :lth lille the 11•orda "duly elected," and inser.', 

' 

001 

• wbo recei..d the bighe.lll num~r of 'fotee." In wbic:b· cbaop._ the 
cooeurrence of tile Senate il requetretl. · 

Very Reapectfully, . 
W. B. LAl'ICABTER, 

Clerk Ho. Rep • 
The Senate' inaiated upon dleir amendment.- . . 
The follo\1ti11g .communication was traiiiOiitted to Hi.- E~elle~~ey 

the GoYerner : · · 
SENATE Ca.t.llftif, Jim. &, 18'48". 

To hi& Ezcellency tile Guomwr of Flori44 f 
S1a :-Tbe following nominations made by your Excellency have 

been ad·viied and conaenled to by the Senate, "fiz: · 
Perry G. Wall, ~udge'of Pr.obatee fo~ the County of H-enton. 
Chavies S. Tomltrm>n; BenJ&rntn Elhmn; WID'. G . Pprter, Jalnes 

L . Barber, and William A. ·Kain, Commiuione'n of Pilotage for tbe 
harbor am! wa11Jrs of ~plllaclii~ola Bay, ·. . · · · 

A. 1\f. Hobb,,.Pott W~trden for. the port of St. Ma.rJ.-r. . . 
Hnnson Kelly, Sr., John Campbell, Rob'!· A. Matchell, Walham 

J . Keyaer, H . F. lngr,!lham, a:nd Jofln Jerraacm, ]r., Port Wardena 
for the port of Penneola. . · 

Aaron Smith, Auctioneer for the Cotrllly of Levy.-
Micbael Usina and.Fr.mcis P. Ferreira, Auctioneers· for St. Johns 

County. · . 
R. H. Berry, Auctionee~ for the County _of !-eon •. 
1\fat'bew Knight, Thomas W. Jones, BenJaman Walson, and Chae. 

11ewaar. Aucliobeers for tho County of Duval. 
Geo. 'G. l"attlaon, C. P. KnallP• W . B. Duis, J. G •. Mieballofliki, 

D. Davidson, Geo. W. Barkley, Alexander McVoy, Francie de _Ia 
Rua, B. f . Magee, Bithall G.~Be11, James Gonzalez, Joseph QUig­
les, Auctioneers for the County qf Escambia. 

· Ema:nual Forbam, (of Milton,) Auctioneer for tlie Coonty of San-

·' 

~~~ . \ 
Stephen D. Feroan~ez, Arthur M. Re~d, Thomas Holmes, Chas. 

Willey, and John Middleton, Port Wardens for tbe Port of Jackson. 
ville, Duval County. " 

Charles A: Nash, as Weigher of Cotton for the county of Leon. 
Benjamin J. Hagler, us Auctioneer fo r the county of Hillsborough. 
Hu"h Archer, '1\1 Auctioneer for the county of Leon. 
Afl'~nnder Patterson, Edwin A. Falke·r, Wrn. II. Wall, Wm. 

Curry, Hiram Benner, James Filor, W. H. Von Pfister, P. J ."Fon. 
iane, R. D. Fonlan·e, RS" Auctioneers for th·e county of Monroe. . 

Ben~amin Sa~vy~r, G. L . ~o\\•ne, P. J . Fontane, nn~ Fredenck 
Filor as Commaasaoners of {'alotage for the county of Monroe. 

Le',.i Lee, Stephen ~ Smfill, ant! William Decs, as Auctioneers for 
the county of Hamiltrm. . ·. · 

'L. W. Spratt,RsJudgeofProbatcr,and P. W: Cullen and ~atlian 
Baker, as Auctioneers for the county of Franklm. 

John" D. Sheldon, aai 'Auctioneel' for the county of Orange; and 
William B. Davis, as Auctioneer for the county of St. Lucie • 

--



A'.·G. Miller, Geo. W. Cole, jr., Alex. Ba.blatt, John ~. Hin.-1 
.JoliD w. Low, 1\loeea Edwanit, u kuctioll'ee..- ro~ lb eoaoty oC Co; 
Jwnbia. . . . . y• •. . 

W& If . .NOO're·wl, John Woote'n and :U. B. ~al'ber, u ..... uchon: 
een fbr the couotf of Jefferson; . d...-... ... 

Very n.,........rati)', . 
e.- w. DOWNING, 

Se,lireta'ry Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY.-

Eng'roMed bill elitiOed, An atl regalltli113 the feea ~Notaries Pub: 
lie in, .the State of Florida, , .. . • . , . 

Wu read the third time, and on th~ q\leaho~ of rti pusage, the 
jeu and naya were: . . . . . 
Yeu-·~tr. Preliide'nt; !\feura. !i:fery, A'uahp, Bumtt, Floyd, Lort-

mer, Mcl\lillao, M<*eley, Prieat, SaDderlon, Tro.cey, Watls-12. 
'Na>-Nooe. · 
So aaid bill pUaeCf. Title aa at!lted. . 
Ordered that the aame be certified to' the J;louae. . . 
Engroaed bill entitled, An act to ucertaid the numbe_r ?f wh1te_ 

ehiJdren between the age• of 6 and 18 yean, and to' obtam mforma. 
tion respeclfu'lt rhe' common achool lauds, 

Waa read !be' third time. 
Mr. Avery otr.;~ the following aruelftlment ~ 
S.~:c. 5. Be itfurthereiiiiCied. 'f~tthe_tax aaa~iaor and collector, 

opoo entering upob the' dutief' here!~ au1gned h•?J• shall take and_ 
iubacribe an .ath before 10oni lud1cral officer, fa1thfully to. perf~rm 
tlae dutiea required by thia·o.cl, and on failure to perform •a~d dulles,_ 
ahall be liable to indiclment for ti mUdemea'tlor and _.finecl m a sum 
not leu than ten nor more thaD' 6fiy dollal'l, at the d1acre~lon of t~e 
c 'ourt. 

Which wu unanimou~ly adopted. 
On the quealion of rhe pauage of rhe bill, th? ye~s a~d nay~ were :· 
Yeas....,..l\fr. Presidenl, 1\fcasrs • .k\·ery. Ausun, Dllmtt,_ Fa1rbanks, 

Lorimer, 1\fcl\lillan; Molleley, Priest, Sanderson, Smrth, Tabor, 
'fracey, Waus---14. 
Nays-~one. - · · . 1 
So the bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the eame Jc 

certified to tbe House. . 
House bill entitled, An act to a~end nn .. act .~nlltlt!q, An ~ct 

amendatory of !he crimina-l laws now 111 force 10 thra State, appro\ cd 
January 6, 1847, . ·. h · 

Wu read a third time, and on the question of 111 paasage 1 e ycos 

aud naya were : II .. 1 1 p · t 
Yeaa-Mr. President, 1\leurs. Burrill, 1\lc:\li an," 9se cy, nes • 

Sanderson, Watls---7. . S "ll T b 
Nays--~lessrs. Avery, Austin, Floyd, Lortmcr, mrt , o. or, 

Tracey-7. 

' 

•' 
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So said bill wu !011. · Ordered that tbe aanie lJe. certified to the 
Houae. . 
· Hooae bill entitled, An act to alter the criminalla\\'1 of thia State 

in relation to_ burqing .of wooda, 
Waa read the firal time and ordered for a aec ~nd reading to.~or· 

row. 
House bill entit.led, An act for the reli~f of W. J. Armstead, . 
Waa read a aecond time and referred to the commiuee on Claima 

and Aecounta wirh inatrucliona to report !hereon this e\·ening. 
House bill e~titled, _,n act for tbe relief of R. A. Shine, 
Waa read the aecond tjme and referred to the committee on Inter-

nal Improvement. . . . 
H ouse bill entitled, An act providing compensations to he paid to 

L . A. 'fhompaon for preparing a Digest of I he la\\·a of Florida, :Waa 
re~&d a second time and referred to a select committee, conllialing of 
Measra. Lorimer, Fairbanks, Avery, Sanderson and Burrill . . 

House bill lo be entilled, An act to amepd the criminal lawa now 
in force in Ibis Stale, wu read a rbird time, and on the question of 
irs po.uage, lhe yeas and nay'a were : 

Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. A\·erv, Auilin, Burritt, Fair!Janks, 
Floyd, ·Lorimer, McMillan, Mosely, Prieat, Sanderson, Smirh, Tabor, 
Tracey-14. . · ' 

Naya-Nonc. 
So aaid bill passed. Tiil«? as alated. 
Ordered thar the aame be~ certified to the Ho.use. 
H ouse bill entitled, .An ac1 for the relief of the Trustees of Iowa• 

ship 1, range 1,· South and Eut in the county of Leon, wo.a read the 
third time, and on rhe quealion of irs passage, the yeaa and nays were : 

Yeaa-Measra. ·Auatin aqd Lorimer:-2. . 
Naya-1\lr. President, Meurs. Avery, Burritt, Fairho.nk~, Floyd, 

J\lcMillan, Moaeley, Prie~t, So.ndcraon, Smith, Tabor, Tra~ey-12. 
So aaid bill was lost. Ordered rhat the· same be certified to the 

House. . 
H ouse bill entitled, An act relati,·e to Judges of Probate, Counly 

Commiasionen, and Sheriffs, · 
Was read a second time' and referred ro the Judiciary Committee, 

wilh instructions to report thereon this evening. . 
H ouse Preamble and Resolurion asking Congrc!S to provide Ia nde 

for the inhabitanla of cerlain townships for tbe support of public· 
schools, . C < 

Was read a second time. 
, Mr. Burrill moved lo postpone· until to-morrow. 

On which the yeas anti naya were called for byl\~essrs.- Lorimer 
· and Burrill, and were : 

Yeas-~1r. President, r.fe~ars. An~ry, :\uslin, Burrill, FairlJanks, 
Flo.vd, McMillan, Moseley, S"nderson, Smirb, Tabor,-Tracey, \\' D.Ita 
-13. 

Nay-1\fr. Lorimcr-1. 
So lhe resolulions were postpon~d untilto.morrow. 

~7 . 

---
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~r. Fair!'anka, from the commillee .o.n .Enrolled_Billa, reported bill 
enlatled, An act to encourage and facabtate ltrternal Improvemente, 
and to authorize and regulate partnenhip. for that pu.,-e, u cor. 
rectly enrolled. · 

Houae bill entitled, An act for the relier o( aenlera apoa pablie 
lao~ and to 1raat pre-emption ri«ht. in certain cuee, 

Wu re~ a aecond time, and ordered for a third reading to-mor. 
row. 

Ho\116 bill entitled, An act to regulate the time olbolding t&e Cir-
cuit Court. in the Middle Circuit; · 

Wu read a ~~eeond time, the rulB wal\•ed, read a third time by ita 
title, and on. the quell ion of ita puuge, the yeaa a~ na1• were : 

Yeu-Mr. Preaident, Meura •. Avery, .~uatin, Burritt, Fairbanke, 
Floyd, Lorimer, Mdlillao, Moaeley, Prieat, Saodenoo, Tabor, Tra­
cey, Walllf-Ur 

Naylf-None. 
So Aid bill paued: Title at atatecf. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Houae·. 

. u- bill. entiHed, An act to define the term for which CoUIIIJ 
Commiaaionen a ball bold their ofllce, 

Wu read a aecond time, and referred. to the Judiciary Commillee. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to amend an act to establish the office 

of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida, 
Wu read a aecond lime, and ordered for a_third reading to-mor-

row. 
Houae reaolutiona in relation to Internal Improvements, 
Were read the lirat time. ' 
Mr. Auatin moved that the rule be waivecJ, and saicJ reaolutiona 

read a~econdtime by title. 
Which waaloat, and tlae Aid reaolutiona ordered for a aecond read-

jill to-morrow. j 
Houae preamble and re.aolutione in regard to the existing war with 

Mexico, 
Were read the firat time. 
Mr. Burrill moved that the reaolutions be rejected. 
On wbicb the yeas and nays were called for by Meurs. Fairbanks 

ud Floyd, and were : 
Ye&~J-Mr. President, !lfessrs. A\•ery, Austin, Burritt, Lorimerr 

McMillan, Mo~eley, Sanderson, Tracey, Watts-10·. 
Naj~J-Meaara. Fairbanks, Floyd, Priest, Smith, 'fabo~5. 
So the reaolutions were rejeeted. 
Ordered that the eame bo certified to the House. . 
House reaolutions relative to tho removal of the United' Statee 

Land Office lrom Newnanaville t<>Ocala, 
Were read the 6rat time, the rule waived, read a second and third 

time and paa..ed. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to require tho County Commissioners 

in the ae\·eral Counties of this State to examine and allow accounts­
of Clerks and She rillS against the- State, 

, ' 

. I 
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Wu read the firat'time,-the nale waived, read the aecond tim.e by 
ita title, and indefinitely poalpoaed. . · 

Mr. Fairhanb, from_ the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
reaolutioli in t!!latipn to Territory which may be a!:quired by the 
Unite!l Statea; aa correctly enrolled. · · · · 

On m:~tion, the Senato too\ a receaa until 3 o'clock. 

3 o'cx.ocx,_ r. x. 

The fonowin: communication waa transmitted "'. Hi• E1celltncy 
rbe GoYernor : . . , • . . 

· SENATE CHAXBn, .Jan. 5, 1848. 
To Ai.f ErCIJ/leney IM Gouerrwr·of Florida : 

Sra: I have the honor here\Yith to transmit for your approval, 
Reaolutione relative •to territory whieh tnay be acquired by the 
United States; · 

Alao, bill entioled, An act to encoumge and faeilitate Internal lan­
provementa, and to ·aulhorize and re~ulate partnerahips for that pur­
pose ; p~aaed by the two Houses of the General' Aaaernbly, and sign­
ed by the preaiding officen thereof. By order of the Senate. 

Very respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 
· Secretary Senat~. 

The following meaa11oge from the Houao was received and read. 
• · Hous£ O! RzraEIIC!'iT.urvr.a, Jan. 5, 1848. 

Honorable Pruidept fJj tM Senate: 
Snt : Tho House has concurred in S!!nate amendments to House 

bill entitled, An act to repeal an act entitled an act to amend 
an act to establish a tafllf yf fees, apprm·ed Feb. 15, }tl3-J and 
which was approved Dec. ~!7th, 1845. . . ' 

Very respectfully, · W. B. LANCASTER, 
" Clerk Ho. Rep. 

House Pream~le and Reaolutions requesting our members in Con­
~rreaa to prooure the paaaage ol an act (o graduate the price of the 
Public Lands in this State, · 

Were ~ad the firat time, the rule u;ah·cd, read a second and 
third time, and passed. · 

House bill entitle~, An act to pro1·ide for the location of the 
Coun1y aite of Calhoun county, . 

Wu read the firat time,~he rule waived, read a se£'ond and third 
time by its title, and'" ou the question of its passage, the yeaa and 
yays were : · · 

Yeaa-1\lr. President, Meaara. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, i\fc:. 
lllillal), Moseley, Prie~t, Tracey, Watts-10, 

Nays-None. 
So aaid bill paii&Od. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 
Rouse resolutions requesting the Senators and Repreaentati"e ot' 

Florida in Congreaa, to procure copiea of all the aurveya and report• 

--
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made thereon, of canal and rail rO..d- r outea in Florida, b1 the tint. 
ted State• GoYemment, for the uee of tbia State · 
. Were !'~'ad lhe fi ... t time, tbe rule wah•ecJ, read'a leCObd and third 

ltme hylllle, and paNed. 
Houle Re~elutiou in regald to Iandi which hue reverted back 

to tlie General CoYercment, under the armed occupation net and in 
regard to the eight aections of land aranted to Florida for tb~ fi1 ing 
of a aeat of goYernment, . ' 
. Were ~ead the firat time, the rule waived, read a aecond and third 

hme bylltle,IUICI paNed. 
Mr. ~foaeley, rrom the Committee on Claima aud Accoun.ta, pre. 

aented the full..wtng report : 
~be ·commit!ee on Internal lmproYementa, to whom wu referred. 

a bill to be entnled, " An act lOr the relief of R. A: Shine and Jo. 
aepb A. Edmondlon," ha\·o bad the aame under 09naideration, and 
uk leave to REPORT: . 1.. 

That they recommend the 'paaage of the bill, with the additional 
aection accompanying the rerort. 'l'hey al10 recommend to add at 
tbe ond of the title to 11id bill, the worda, and for other purroaes: 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman • 
. Which wu rec~ived, the bill therein rerorted read a aecond timP 

aa amended, the rule waifed, read a third time by ita title and on tb~ 
queation of Ita paa11ge, the yeas and naya were : ' 
Yeas-~r. Preeident, Meeera. Burritt,' Costin, Fairbank• Lori. 

mer. McMillan, Moaeley, Priest, Sander~en, Tracey-11 . ' 
Naya-Me11ra. Floyd, Tabor, Watt-a. 
So 11id bill puaed. Title a a amendt!d. 
Ordered that the •me be certified to tho Houae, 
Mr. Moaeley, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts prp. 

1ented the following report : i ' 

Tho Committee on Claims and Accounts, hi\'O bad under their 
conaidl'ration the cl11im of Jas. C. Johnston, a Juatice of th~ Pt>oce 
for Jetreraon County, and including an account of Hermon High 
Conalahle, for aervicea rendered the case of the State t•· Cnto ~ 
Jlue, who was indictPd for an assault and battery, with ir)~ent to kill 
1111d recommend the following bill. ' 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 
Wh:cb was rcceh·ed, and the bill reported therein read the first 

tim~, thl' rultl waiYed, read a aecond and third time by ita title and 
on the question of ita passage, the yeu and nays wt>ro: ' 

Yeas-Mr. Prt>eident, Meeers • .\very, Burrill, Fairbanks, Lorimor 
McMillan, Priest, Smith, Tabor, Watts-10. ' 

Naya-!'tfeeera. Floyd and Tracey-2. 
So the bill paeecd. 'l'itlt! aa alated. 
Ordered that the nme be cert ified to the House. 
Mr. Moa<'lo1, from the Committee on Claims and Accounta, pre. 

1ented the following repo1 t. 
The Committee on Claims nnd Accounts, to whom waa referred a 
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hili to be entitled• An;aet for the· relief of Wm. 1. Armiatead; baye' 
had the ume under conaideratlon, and report: · • 

Tllat; in the able~ of any eTid .. nce-ln •upport of aaid claim, your 
committee believe that-all nece-ry aatllority ia Tuted. in the Bovd 
of County Commi11lonel'll for-all ·proper reliefia caaea of improper 
tuation, and do· not th~refo~ ~em. any leglalation eitb~r nec~-ry 
or proper, and aak to be dtacblil'gad· fi'IMII further conaiderallon of 
uiil bill • 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 
Which waa· receiYed and' concurred in. · .' · · 
Mr. f:lli~banka, from _tbe COillmittee· on Enrolled Bill1, reported 

the following billa· aac~rrectly enrolled, Yiz·: , · 
Bill entitled, An act 1o allow the privilege of bail in certain oue11 

· Bill entitled, An act to defiae &ad aettla tbe boundary between the · 
Statea of Florida aqd Alabama ; , 

Bill ·entitled, An act to el~ll\pt the Inhabitant• of Amelia Ialand in 
tho working on the roada on lhe main· land in said county. • · . 

The rule being waiYed, Mr. Lorimer, from a Select Committee, 
preaented the followlac reports . 

The Select Committee to whom wu referred a .bill entitled, An 
act pro•·iding compenaation to be paid to L. A. Thompson, for prt>. 
paring a Digest of the lawa of Florida, hue bad the same under con­
•ideration, and bog leave to report favorably thereon, and recom'n)cnd 
the p~o of tbe ume. . . . . 

JAMES H. T . LORIMER, ·chairman. 
Wbicb wu reeeived and the bill therein . reported read a second 

time and' ordered for· a tb,.rd reading to-morrow. . 
The following me ... go from His Elcellency tho Governor waa 

received ud read : 
Exli'cUTIVI'l Dii:P.t.KT¥EN'J', Jan. 5, 1848. 

Gentlemen of IM Senaie {AN/. Ho114e of. Repruenlalir;u : 
I reapectrully uk your advice and coaaeot to the following nomina. 

lion, vi.~; • . . . · 
Henry C. Wilaon, aa 1 u4o of Probate for the coilnty of. :\lachua, 

, Very reapectful!y, . 
. W.· D. MOSELEY. 

The nomination therein contained was advised and consented to 
by the Senata. · 

Also the following : . 
Exr:ouTIVI'l Dl'lPARTXENT, January 5, 1848. 

Gentln~Wl of the Setttm and Horue of Reprt•entalit:u : · 
I respectfully ~elicit your advice and consent to the following nom. 

inat,ion: · · ... 
R. S. Dickaon, as Auctjoueer tor the county of Jacli.son. 

· \ . Very Respectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

'l'he nomination therein contained waa advised and conaented to 
by t}le Senate. 

. / ~ 
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The following communication wu tranMiUed to bia . E1celleDCJ 
lhe Governor : 

• Sa!f.A.Ta c • .uru .. J.-nua..,. 5, 18.8. 
7b AU~~ '-'e a-,_ of Florida; · 

Sot :-Tiie following aominationa!Mde by your E1cellency bue 
l»eeil adviaed and conaentell to by the Senate, viz: ' 

HeDI'J" C:· Wlt.on, aaJ~ga ()(Probate for the county of Alachua. 
R. S. Dackaon, aa Auctaoneer for the county of Jackaon. 

'Very Rea~ctfully, 
C. W. DOWNING, 

. Sec. Senate. 
H'"!ae Reaolutiona relative to the payment of Capt. Wm. H, 

Payae 1 company, • 
. Were read tho firll time, tbe rule waived, read a .;,cond and third 

tame and paaaed. ( . 
. Mr.-Burritt, from the Judiciai'J" Committee, preMnted the follow. 
ang report : . 

T11e Committee on the Judiciary, to who~ waa referred a bill 
from the House ofRepreaentativea entitled, An act relative to Judge• 
of Probate, Count7 Commiuionen and SheriH; aak leave to 

REPORT: 

That they hal'e had the aam~ under consideration, and that they 
recommend that the worda, " mterrnpt their busine11 or " in the 
firat.e~tion o~the bill, be atricken out. They a lao recom~end that 
the thard . .ectaon be amended, by-adding after ibe word "tbat," in 
tho ~rat lane thereof, the words " from and after the paaaago of this 

• act. And they ask the concurrence of the Senatp·herc in. 
. . . S. L. BURRITT, Chairman: 

W htcb wu recetved and concurred in, and the hill therein report. 
cd read a aecond tim11, the rule waived, read a third time by title 
l'nd on the queation.of irs paaaage, the yeas and nays were: ' 

!eaa-!\fr. ~reaadent, .Measno. Avery, Austin, Burrit~, Costin, 
Faarbanka, Lortmer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sandersor/ Tracey 
}Vatta-1:1, · ' ' 

Na7a-None. 
So the bill puaed. Title aa alated. 
Ordered, that the aame be certified to the Houst'. 
The rule. bein~ waived, on motion of Mr. Tracey, the \'ole had 

9n H01110 ball entitled, An act for the relief of E. D. H ouse, Sheriff 
of Marion county, waa reconsidered, and said bill' referred by a 
unanimous vote, to the Committee on Claims and Accounts ' 

The following me~~age froPl the Rouse waa received .;.d read : 
HouSK OF RzraESE:OOTATIVEs, January 4th, 1848 

/IOMI'able Pruident of tlae Srna~e : ' 
Sot :-The House liu indefinitely postponed Senate billa entitled 

An act to &mend the aci prescribing Solicitor'• feea-aud, An act j~ 
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additiOD to an t.bt relati"Ye. to elediona in tbia State, paued Dee. 29th.. 
1846 · Very Reapectfully, 

• . W. B. LANCASTER, 
· Clerk u-of Repre.el\tativea. 

Houae bill entitled, An act for the relief !)f Daniel McRaney aud 
Alfred A. Fiaher, • 

Waa read the tint time, the rule waived, read & Mcond time by 111 
Iitle, and referrea to the committee on Claims and Aeeoaull· 

On motion of Mr. Tracey, Mr. Sanderaon waa added to the como 
mittee. on Claims and •Accounts. . . 

The following communication waa trana~uued to h11 E1cellency 
the Governor of Florida : . 

SElfATII Ca• .. ••• Jt.nuary 5, 18-i8. 
To hi& E:rcellency tlae Grroernor of Florida : · . • 

S
1
a :-1 herewith tranamit, for your' approval, the follow~ng b1lll, 

paued· ·by the two House• of t~e Get:~eral Auembly, and, aagned ~1 
tile preaiding officers' thereof, VIZ : . · 

Bill entitled An act to allow tbe privilege of bail in certaiD cue•; 
Bill entitled, An act to e1empt the inhabitant• of Amelia ~alancJ, 

in the Coun(y of Naaaau, from working 011 the road& on the maa~ land 
in said County ; · h 

Bill entitled, An act to define and Mllle tbe boundary between l e 
Statea of Florida ana Alabama. 

. Very respectfully, . . 
C. W. DOWNlNG, 

· Secretary Senate. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 1~ o'clock. 

TnuasDAY,' January 6, 1848. 

The Senate met pu~uant 1to adjouni~nt. 
ReY, Mr. Phelps officiated aa C~aplain. · . 
A quorum being present; on motaon of Mr. Avei'J", the readang of 

the Journal was dispensed witb. . 
Mr. Fairbau'ks, from the Committee on Enrolled Balls, reported 

tile follow ina bills as' correctly e nrolled : • . . 
Bill edlitl';d, An act to abolish the charter of the ctty of A~a\acha-

cola; ' \d 11 1\411 to be entitled An act lo amend an act ental e an ac o or. 
ganize the office of Comptroller of Public Accounts o~ the Stale of 
Florida, approved J '(lly 2~ 1845. 

llfr. Moaeley, from the Committee on Claims anti Accounls, pre. 
•aented the following re·port: · . 

The Committe.; on Claims and Account~, to whom w~ referred 
a bill entitled An aet for the relief of Dan tel 1\fcRaeny and Alfre d 
A. Fisher, b~ve bad the aame under consideration, and recommend· 
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lt. paaaage, and beg IHYe to be dieeharged ffMI the furth• cooaid· 
eratio'n thereof. W. P. MOSELEY, Chairmaa. 

The rule bei~t~ ,. .. ived, llr. Sandei"'IIn wu alJowed tc. lntrOdJce 
a bill to be elllitled, Ao act to Improve tbe navigation of the Suwan. 
nee rivet'; 

Which 'waa read the firat time by ita tille, the rule -ired, and 
placed firwt amons the ordera of the day : . 

Mr. Burritt, &om the Judiciary Committee, p~nted tbe follow. 
ing report : . 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to wbom wu recommitted a, 
bill from the House of RepreHntativee, with certain amendments 
therein propoaed by the Senate, entitled, An act in addition to a11 
act entitled a11 act to orpaizo the Circuit Cour'l( of the State of 
Florida, aak lea'fe to · 

REPORT: 

That they undentood the object of the rec. 'mmittal of the said 
bill, to be for the purpoee of ucertaing whether any, and what dis. 
crepancica exiated between il• proYisions, and tho6e of a bill which 
had already pau'ed the Senate, and was before the House of Repre. 
aentativea for consideration, entitled, " .An. act to pro 'fide for the time 
ofholding election., and for holding the regular aesaiona of the Gen. 
eral Assembly," and to reconcile thoae discrepancies, if any, by sui. 
table amendmeat. for that purpoee. The Committeo are advised, 
however, tbi.t the said bill eo paased by the S enate, baa been indefi. 
nitely poatponed in the Hou.e of Representatives. 

They therefore recommend the paaaage of the ~ill under conaide. 
ration, with the amendment. heretofore propoeed l.ty the Commiitee, 
and concurred in by the Senate ; and aaked to be discharged, &c. 

. 8. L. BURRITT, CLairman. 
Which waa received. 
A lao the following : / 
The Committee on the Judiciary to whom wu referred J. bill to be 

entitled, An actio cht~nge the time for which County Commisaiouera 
ahall hold their office, aak leave to 

REPORT: 

That tbPy have had the same under consideration, and that they are 
of opinion that the objectf of the bill are l!llfficiently proYided for in a 
bill originating io the House of Reprc~entativea during this seasiqn, 
and now before the Senate, entitled" An act in addition to an act en. 
titled an act to organize the Circuit Courts of the Stale of Flotida," 
and which last mentioned bill, if paued, will obviate any necessity 
for the bill under consideration. The committee recommend, there . 
fore, that in cue the said bill shall pass, the bill under consideration 
be indefinite ly postponed. . 

S . L. BURRITT, .Chairman. 

.. 
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llr, M-ley, rroP. the Committee on Claima aod Accouot., Jlte• 
llenled tbe followi_!lg report : . 

Tlte Com.mittee on ClaliiM aDd Aec:oUnta to whom waa .referred a · 
bill entitled, An act for tbe ·relief .of E, D. Howse, bate bad the 
... me under s;oosideratioo, and afier careful examination, 

REPORT; 

That thetthlnk tho Comptroller 'should allow the 111m of 40e per . 
day for keeping · pr<!viaion, in addition io the allowance for iuard, 
wblch bai. been requested. Your cemmilll'e having conferred with · 
the Comptroller in relation to aucb further allowance, and underatalid­
ing from him iha) be le!lls authorised by law to mllke such further aJ. 
lowance, think that ho legiilation is Mce~a~~ry. . , . 

. . W. P. MOSELY, Chairman. 
Which waa received and eencurred in. 

·The House' returned Senate rPeolution in relation to the employ. 
hlent of Hugh Areher ic the Ccllnptroller'~ office, aa paased by tb• 
House without amendment. · 

Ordered to be enrolled, 
Tbe following communication waa lr:~onamitted lo his E1celleucy 

the Governor : . · _ 
· SESATE Cu.urnEB. Jnn~ary 6th, 1848. 

To Ilil Excellency the Gorx:rnor rif Florida : 
Bra: I herewith 'transmit for your&flpro,•althe following billa, pau. 

ed "by the two l!ou~a ortl.e Generlil Asaembly, and signed by tbe 
preaiding cifficl'n thereof, vit: • · . 

Bm· entitled, An act to t\bolish tho charter of the city of .\palllchi. 
cola; · 

Bill .entitled, An. act to amend an !let entitled, An act lo or .. anizo 
the office of Comptroller qf Public '/1ccounts of the StatQ of.Floridu, 
approved July 23, 1845. 

Very respectfully, C. \V, DOWNI~G. 
Secretary Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE D.\ Y. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to improve tho na,•igntion of the 8uwnu. 
~erire~ · 

\Vas read a second t in:e. 
On motion'uf Mr. Sandt•rson,lho Senate rcsoh·cd itself into a corn .. 

miitee of the '~hole on a,aid bi1~-Mr. Avery. in the Chair. 
Afior some llme\apent there.m, the committee rose ·and by. their 

Chairman reported tho bill b.ack to the Senate with nm!'ndmenla and 
' asked to be dischargPd from the further cousidera.tiori thereof. ' ' 

Which report was concurred In, nud the hill rea t!·a secoud time br 
ita title. · 

Mr. Sanderson mofed to strike out the amendment mad" in tlti! 
~ommiuee of the whole lo the lltb•section. · 

28 

---
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()o wla~b the yeu ud ae,.. .... called lOr &y Mr•ra. Bllldenoa 
end Feirbeoka, end .... ~ 

Y-Meelre. LoriaNr, H011ley, Buclenol!t TIICey, Watt.-6. 
Nap-Mr. Pree~ Meetra. An.ry, Aultia, Cue&la, i'air~ 

Fl~ McMill-. Ptinl, s.itll. Tabw-llll · 
lo '" Snete ref..d to etriu oat. . 
On motioo or Mr. S.ndenon, the 11th Rctioo .... llrickeo out. 
M't'. i'loyd ~ rbe hllowiog e!Diodmeat; l011rt in li«ll of 

erction 11 ju1tat.riebn out, ·· • 
" & il /imler ~d, That thia ect ahell be .Uhject lo amend'. 

ment, moclilc.ti- w repeal, by any two aucceoding General Aa. 
Ndlblie• o( tbW Slllte·." ( 

Which waa -'opted, and' tflo bin ordered. to- lie e~roued fur a 
third readiag to..rnerrow. _ 

On molion of Mr. Fairbanka, the Yole joat tabn on tlie engrou:. 
ment of'laid bill for ro-1110now, was re-conai~rred ; and upon tho­
recooaideratioa tllereof, the liilt .... ordered to be eugr0111ed for a 
·third reading .to-day. 

Mr. Fairbanka, from the Comminee on Enrolled Billa, re,_aed 
reaolutioM in relation to the employmeat. o( Hugh Archer ia the 
Co..proller'• oCfice, aa correctly enrolled. 

Tbe fOllowing communication was tranamitted to hie &celleacy 
the GoYcrnor : 

SaNATB CIIMJrBZll, January 6, 1848. 
To Au Ezcelie,cy tM Gooerltor of FWrida: 

Sra :-1 herewith tranamit, for your approvali " Reaolutioo in re­
lation to the employment of Hugh Archer in the Comptroller'• of­
fice," puaed by the two Houaea of the General Aaaembly, and sign. 
td bytbe preaidiug olliCera thereof. 

C. W. DO NING. 
. Secreta Senate. 

Very reapoctfully, ~ 

House bill entitled, Ao act lOr the relief of Daniel McRaeny nod 
.!)fred A. Fitbe•• 

Wu read the third time, and on the question of ita pauage, the 
yeas and nRys were: 

Yeaa-Mr. Preaident, · l'tftllr.. A 't'ery, Austin, Fairbanks, Floyd, 
Lorimer, l'tlcMillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Tiibor, Tracey, Watts-12. 

Nays-None. · 
So said bill paaed- title as aiRtrd'. 
Ord~red that the same be certified to the Houset. . 
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

3 0 1CLOCK1 P. lL 

The Housd returned Senat& resolutions in relatictf! to draining tlie 
.E'I'ergladea, as passed by the Hoase witlaout a~endme~t; 

AJ.o, Senate bill entitled, An act lOr the rehef of James C. Jobn­
aoo and Harm11n High, as passed by the House without amendment; 

' 

, 

.. 
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Ordered to 1M ftNlled:. 
Mr. Fairbanka, frem the Committee on Enrolled billa, reported 

.-eaolutiaa. hr relati011 to tile dreiaing of tJae' Enrgladea, u correctly 
enrolled. • · · . 

n.e iella.Wi.g ~mmuoic.ati4A wu ~w \e bia e1celleoey 
the Go-.aor: 

S.:'lfATE Cu.a.xua, Jan111ry 6, 1848. 
7b AU ~a. c-rnor Of Florid4~ · 

Sa :-l herewith 't anamit fOr yoar approval •• .lteaol,stiOM ill ~- . 
Jatioa to draining the Evergladea," paued by tbe tw,o g_. of the 
General Aaaet•bly, end •igned by the preaiding oflicera thereoC. 

· Very respectfully, · • · · 
. C. W. DOWNING, Sec'y. &oat~. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An A.ct te a naea4 :t11e 
twelfth clause of the fifih article of tile Coaatitution of thia State, 10 

that the Judgea of t6e C ircuit C..urt shall bold their offices for a tenn 
of eight yeara, ioattad of during good hehuior, u puaed .by the 
House without amendment. · . 

Ordered to be enrolled. . 
The followiag' rneuege from the House waa received and read: 

HousE llaraE&E:OOTATI>'Bs, January 6, 1848. 
Hllftorahle Pruident &tUlle : 

Sm :-The Houae baa concurred in Senate amendmenta to Ho111e 
hill entitled, "An act relative to Judgea of Probate, County Cona. 
miuio!lera, and Sherifh." ~ 

Alao to a bill entitled, " ~n 11ct to amend the eriminellawa aow 
in force in this State." 

\'c ry .respectfully, . 
· ' W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
The Honse returned House bill entitled, An' act to a01end an act 

to provide for the 11\le of thP. Ianda granted to tbe State fc>r the pur­
pose of Internal lmpro,·ement, \Yith a rneuage stating that tbe 
House refused to concur in the amendments made thereto by the 
Senate.- , · 

The Senate insisted upon the a111endmenta. 
Mr. Burritt.mo,·ed to amend hy &lriking out the words "out of," 

infi)le 5tb of IOC:. 5 j . 

Which motion w:as los~ 
On molioil of Mr.\ Austin, said bill was laid upon tbe table. 
House bill entitled, An aetfoi the relief of settlers on public .Janda 

' aod to grant pre-emption right• in certain cues, · . 
Waa read tJie third time, and on ·the question of its passage the 

yena and nays \\'ere : 
Yeaa-Mr. President, Meun. Avery, Austin, .Burritt, Coatia, 

Fairbanks, Lorimer, McMillan, M,..Jev, Prieat, Sanderaoo, Smitla, 
Tabor, Tracey, Watt.&-15. · 

Nays-Noue. 

--
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So ~aid bill paased. Title aa elated. Ordered tbat tlae-ume be 
certified to tbe Houee. 

Houee Re110lutione in relatition to Internal llllpi'Onrnent, 
Were read the second tim'e and ordered for o third reading to­

morrow. 
Houae bill entitled. An act in addition to an act entitled an act to 

organiae 'the Circuit Cour11 of tbe State of Jo'ioritla, 
Waa re:ad the third time, and on .the queatlon Clf ita pa1Age, tbe 

you and oaya -.vere: 
Yeaa--Mr. Preaideot, Meun. Avery, Auatin, Burritt, Lorimer, 

McMillan, Moaeley, Prieat, Sanderaon, Smitb, Tabor, Tracey, 
Watta--13. 

Naya--None. 
So aaid hill paaaed. Title u •tated. . 
Ordered that the aame be certified to tbe Houael 
Houae bill entitled, An act to define the term for which County 

Commiaaionen eball bold their office, 
Waa read a ll'cond time and llli<l upon the tl\ble. 
HouAe Preamble a nd Reeolution, aaking CongreiA to pro,.ide 

. Ianda lOr tho inhabitanll of certain townahip• for the auppor1 of Pub­
lic Scboola, 

Were read" second time. 
Mr. Sande non mol'ed to amend by llrikiiJg out tbe worda" •econd, 

where in fractional townehip1 tbere are oo eiJteenth eectiona." 
Which "'1!1 1\dopted, the rule waived, tbe rceolutiona read a third 

ti111e by title and puaed. 
Th11 Houao returned Houao bill entitled, An act for the relief of 

R. A. Shine and J. A. Edmondeon, \vbicb bill had t.een amended 
by the Senate, with a meiAse, alat:n: that tbo Houae would not 
concur in the amendment•. 

The Sen&to receded from their amendmenla. 
The following meuage from the Houae W31 r~ceived and read : 

Hovaa Rsraan:NTATiv.ro;a, Janua16, 1848. 
H-ab~ Pruident of the &rull£: 

S1a: Senate bill entitl d, An act to prescribe the fi cs of the At­
torney General of this State in certain caeea," waa thia day rejected 
by the House, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House Reprcsentativea, 

A leo the following c 
Hooaa R&raEsJ:NT.&.TIVICs, January ~. 1848. 

!'-able PresUknt cif the &AIIU: 
. Sra :-The House hila indefinitely poatponed Senata bill entitled, 
An act to amend 11n act entitled an act to authorize and ~mpower 
the Comptroller of Public Accounla to audit and allow the contingent 
e1peu.ea of the Circuit Courla aod Supreme Court, approved hy the 
Gove.rnor Du, 29tb,l8f~. · 

·An act to provide lor the sale oft he aiJieenth aecliooa grnoled bT 

.. 
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6,qreu to the State fo'r the a~pport .of Pubiic Schoola, ~od for ua; 
aolidating the School Fuod. · . · 

And, .. An act to l'ro~ide for the time oC holding electiona, and for 
bolcliog 'regular aeaaiona of the General A-mbly. 

Very rea~ctfully, · 
w; B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk Houae Repreaenlativr.a, 
Eogroued .llill entitled, An Act to improve the navigation of the 

Suwannee rh•er, 
\Vaa read the third time. 
Mr. Fairbanks. moved to amend by inaerting afier the word in 

line 2 pf s~c. 11, the · following: · "A majority of alltbe memben 
elected to ; " · 

Which waa unanimously adopted. 
Oo the question· of the .passage of said hill, the yeaa.and naya were: 
Ye-Mr. Preaident, .Meura. Burritt, Moaeley, Prieat, Sander-

aon, Trac<ll', \Vatts-7. · ·. ' • · · 
Nays-Meura. Auatio, Floyd, Lorimer, Mc!'tlillan, Smith, Tabor 

--6 • 
So the bill puaed. Title aa alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. . 
Uouae bill entitled, An act to regulate tbe feea of collecting .officen 

io certain cues, · 
Waa read tbe' lirat lime,. the rule waived, read a te_!:ond time by ita 

title; and ordered for a third reading to-morrow. 
Houae bill enlitl!ld, An act to regulate and define tbe dutiea of the 

County. Commiuioncn o~ Calhoun Cot!nty, 
Waa relld the lint time, the rule wai•ed, read !l second time by 

its tit!e, and ordered for a third rending to-morrow, · 
Tbe following' message from His E1celleney the Governor wu 

received and read : 
ExBCOTIVE D.&PABTXENT1 January 6, 1848·. 

Gendemen of tlie Be114le t . ·, 
and of the House of &prueralative• : 

I r~apectfi1lly nomin111,.e the following gentlemen 'for the office• de. 
signaled, 'and solicit your ad"i.ce and conwnt ID said nomination• : 

Wm. H . Mitchell, 111 Judge of Probate for th<l County of Calhoun. 
1oaeph A:. Striaehaka, as Auctioneer for the County of St. Johns.· 

~ , '{ery respectfully, . 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

. The nominalionR therein contained were advised and conaented to 
by the Senate. · · 

Also the following : . . 
\ Ell:.&cU'l'IVE D.&PAKTKBN1', J11nuary 3, 1845. 

Gentlemen l!f the Senate and .'of the H0tut1 of Repruentaticu : 
I have approved the foilowi·ng Acta and Reeolutiona, to wit : 
.~n act in relation to Roada in.Columbia county; . 

· An act to ltmtnd the aeveralacla regulating Judicial Proeeediop; 

--



An aot to declaN Pltmao'a.Creek In Walton county a NaYiphle 
&ream; · 

A• act to et.allie the ~~ame o(Sarab A. Ho~n of Jacboo COUIIty, 
to that of Sarah A. Howell ; · · 

An act to enforce the payment of Taxea uaeaed; and to be .... ,. , 
aed, aplnll aU lnllitutiona claiming Corporate Pr~vilegea in tbi• 
State; · 

An aet to autltorl10 the E1eeuton of George Ki~galfly, dec'd., to 
nil Real Eatate ; . · · · 

An act for the relit!( of Craven G. Fife; 
An act to provide Wrill of Error in criminal cues; 
.bact for the relief of John Stone; 
An act for the relief of IL E. Little ; , 
An act to amend an act entitled, An act to organise the Circuit 

COorll of the State of Florida ; · 
An act to aid i• aupport of Schnola for the education of poor chil-

dren·within the county of Franklin ; • 
An aot to authorize Jam~• l:ockroll to eatabliah a Ferry &crou 

Shoal River; · 
An act to allow the prh·i h•ge of Lail in certain cates; 
An act to exempt tho in'• ni.Jitanta ol Amelia laland, in the county 

cl N ... u, from working on the roada on the main lan.d in said county; 
An act to define and aettle the boundary betw~en the Statea of 

Florida and Alabama; 
An act to aboliah the charter of the city of Apalachicola; 
An act to amend an act entitled," An act to organize the office of 

Comptroller of public Accounts of 'the State of Florida,} approved 
July 28, 1846 ;" 

An act mak,ing ~appropriation for the payment of the Prmting and 
Binding of Thompaon'a Digell, and finally diaposing thereof; 

An act to declare and make the citizenship of the keoper or keep. 
en of the Live Oak plantation opposite to the cif of Pensacola, in 
the county of Escambia, in place of the county o Santa Rosa : 

An actio change the name of Jamea Simlet of the county of Mon. 
roe to that of Jamea Timothy Walker; 

An act to provide a Salary for the Quarter Muter General, and for 
otber purposes; 

An act to amborize Blake Jernigan to eatabliah a Ferry acro.11 Pen. 
sacola Bay from Deer.point over to the city of Pensacola ; 

Preamble and Reaolution relath·e to the Rpeedy Survey of the Pri­
\'llte Land Claims in Florida ; 

Reaolutiona relati\·e to Locating the School L11nds in Eigb:ba of 
Section•; . 

Re.alutiona relative to the Indiana in South Florida, an~ providing 
for the safety of the lnh11bitanta of that aection of this State ; 

Memorial and Re.almiona ukiag Congreaato appropriate 100 acre a 
ef land for the building of a Court Hou10 in Hillaborougb .county; 

Jleaolution In relation to Territory \\•hich mllJ be acqutrcd bJ tho 
V nited Statea ; 

~ ·Juolllllqa ~· relt..tioo to d1e emplo7mtat of Hugh Archer In tle 
ComptroUer'a office ; · · 

..__lllliODjJI• relation· to the dralaU., the Evergladea; 
Reaolution in relalic!_n to Widowe aad Orpbuul ~thole who bare 

died in defence of their country in· Mesleo. , . 
Ver1 Reapecti(ully, 

. W. n: M,OSELEY, 
H001e -bill ·entitled, An act providing compeoaation to be paid to 

L. A. Thompaon for pJ?parlng a Digell:ofthe J,A.wa of Florida, , 
Wu read a tJaird time, ana on the question of itt puaaae, thtyeu 

and nsys were : · . ; • . 
Y!!u--Mr. Preaident, Meaan. Avery, Auat1n, Burrill, Co.tm, 

Fairbands, Lorimer,' McMillan, Moaeley, Priest, Sandenoo, . Smith, 
Tabor, Tracey, Wat...:-15. · 

Naya--None. . 
So lliid t.iU paged. Title aa 1tated. Ordered that the aame be 

certified to the House. 
1\lr. Fairbanka, from the Committee on· Enrolled Bills, reported 

the following billa aa correctly enrolled, viz: 
Bill entitle'd,. An act for Jhe relief of Jamea C. J ohnaton and. Har • 

moo High; - · 
Bill entitled, Ao act. to amend the 12th clauae of the 5th article of. 

the r.onstitution of tbia State ao that the Judge• of the Circuit Courta 
ahall hold their offices for a ierm of yean inatead of during good be­
havior. 

The · rule ·being waived,l on motioil of Mr. Moeeley the vote on 
yeatemy, concurring in the report of ·tbe Committee on Cl!lima and 
Accounts on Houae bill entitled, An act for the. reiief of W. S. Arm. 

. iatead, ·Wat rtl-couaidered, the bill read a tliird time b7 itatitie, and on 
the queation of ill pnaaage.tbe yeaa and nay• were.: 
Yeu--Mr~ President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Lori~;~~er, 

1\lcMillan, Moseley, Prie•t, Tabor, Tnt.cey-10. 
N11ya--None. · · 
So said bill passed-title aa alated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. · 
House bill entitled, An act to chnnge the name of :Mary Elizabeth 

Ledbetter,·of Call(oun County, to that of Mary Elizabeth Dolea, 
Wns read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 

timo by ita title, and on the question of its passage, tbfl yeas and nay!> 
were: . 
. Yeas--Mr. Preiident, Mcasra. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Coetin, Fair • . 

hanka, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan, Moseley, Priest, Sanderson, Smilh, 
Tabor, Tracey. Watta--16. · 

Nay11-None. 
So aaid bill pused-title as llated. 
Ordered tbat the same be certified to the Houss. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to empower Robert Higoon Hall, .a 

minor, to aasume tlio management of his own estate, . 
Wat read the fi11t time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
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ti- by Ita tills, aad on the queetion of 'ita pusage, the yeu &Del 
aar~ were: 

Yea-Mr. Preaident, Meara. · Avery, Burriu, FloJd, Lorlnier, 
MoMIII&e, Moeeley, Prle.t, Smith, TBcer-10'. · 

Nay:.....Mr. Fairbanb-1. 
8o ~aid bill palled. Title 111 slated. 
Ordered tb'at the ~ame be certified to the Houae. _ 
Hou~e P~amble and Reaolutiona reaolutiona relative to the ail· 

toe nth eectiona grantl'd by Congresl'for Public Schools, 
Waa read tbe firat time, the rule waivod, read a aecond and tbinl 

time by title, and paaaed. 
Ho11ae bill entitled, An act to define the duties and preacribe the 

oompeo~atioa·ortax aae..ora and eollectora In t~ls State, 
W~r,ad tbe firet time, tbe rule waived, and read a aecond time 

by ita t1tle. . 
~lr. Burritt mo•ed to amend by alriking out the wonla" now are, 

or," in line 4, ofaection 1; 
Wbich wu adopted, and the bill ordered for a third readin1 to. 

morrow. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to amel!d an act entitled an act to es. 

tabliah a tariff of fees, 
Waa read the firat time, and on!ered for n second readingto.mor. 

roW'. 
Houae bill entitled, An act for tbe relief of H. N. Andrewa and 

othera, · 
Wu read the firat time by its title, the rule waived, read a aecond 

time read' a third time by title; nnd on the queation of ita paaaagto, 
tbeyeu and naya were: . 
. Yeu-Mr. President, Meaara, A•ery, Austin, Collin, Fairb~&nks, 
Floyd, Lorime r, McMillan, Moeeley, Sanderaon, Tracey, Wall&-12. 

Naya-None. 
So aaid bill passed. Title u alated. 
Ordered that the aame be certified to the House. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to amend the aeYeral acta concerning 

I imitation& of actions, 
Wu read the firat time. 1 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the rule be wai•ed and lllid bill rend :l 

1econd and third time by ita title. 
Whiclt motion wu lost, 
Onlered for a second rf'nding to-morrow. 
House bill entitled, An aet to authorize Judgea of Probate of tbe 

llo!Yeral c011ntiea In this State to appoint Guaroiana for fre,e nt>grot's, 
Wa• read the first ti111e by its titltl nnd ordered for a second reading 

to-morrow. • 
Houae bill enlitl~d, An act to authorize Thomas L. B:unea.to con. 

\'CY a town lot in the towh of Quincy, Florida, and for other purpo~os, 
Waa read the firat time by ita title and ordered or a aecond readmg 

to-morrow. 
Houae Resolution relatiYe to the printing of the School billa, 

•' 

----
Wu read t~ firal time and ordered for a aecond reading .to.mor• 

ro.,..h•e rule liei~ waired, Mr. Fairbank• .introdilced the following: 
R•~ 61 tAt liei'UIU mad HoiUe of &prilerUaJiou df tlie 8l4li 

·of Fwrid4 in Getteral Au 'll&bly con'Oelled, That in addition to tbo. 
copiea of the Jawa now required !o he dillrib~ted., eacb m~mber of 
the General Aaaf'mbly •hall rj!Cel\"e onU copy of the 1e1510n lawr; 
and the Secretary of Stale shall cause 200 ellra copies of the aamo 
ro be printed and placed in the various Clerk'a offices, to be •old at 
the price of fifty cents each, and tbe proeeeda aecounted for I~ the 
aaid Secretary by such Clerks. 

Whiclt!ll•as read the first time, the rule waived, read a aecond an.! 
third time -and passed. . 

On motion, tbe Senate adjourned until to.morro\Y 10 o'cloclr. 

FamAY, Januaty '1, 11'!41'1. 

'fhe Senate mel pursuant to adjournment. 
ReY. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
A quorum being present, on motion of l\lr. Ai·ery, the reading of 

the Journal was dispensed with. . 
The follo\vin"' communication was transmitted to His Excellency 

the Gorernor i .. 
• SE~ATE CnAXBt;B, Jan._7, 1848. 
7b hu E:rcellcncy the Got-ernor of Floridll : 

S1a :-I here\tith ltttnsmit for the appro,·al of your Excelbmcy the 
follo'wing bill, passed by tho two Houses of tho General A&~embly,. 
ond signed by the presiding officers thereof, viz i 

Bill entitled, An act for the relief of James C. Johnston and Hnr. 
mon H igh. · 

Very Rcspectfttlly, 
C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Sen1otc. 
Mr. L orimer offi•red the ft,llowing: . 
R esolved by the 1iJenale, That ihe Secretary of Slate he request~• I 

to furnish to' each s~nnlor 1\ cnpy or Thompson's Dig<Jsl, to be rc-. 
ceipted for by such Senator and returned IJy hirrr to lhe Secretary o! 
State at the close of the session. 

Which was adopted. 
The following \l'ns c.rdercd to he sprcnd upon the Journal: 
The Sennfor from Don·al county ( \'lr. Dnrrill) who is one o: the 

comtniflee of Federal Relations, asks lea\'C to any upon the Journal~ 
of the Senate, that as to so much of the m:ljority R Pport of lho saitl 
committee ns declare• lbat should Congress by enactment gil·e their 
miemen 111nction to thu Wilmot Pro\'iso, sucb action would impera­
lively demand the S .mth lo withdraw her representation from the Nn. 
tionnll'ongress, 11nd SC\'cr the tics of 1 oliticnlbrotherhood whicb now 

:.!9 
/ 
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bind together thi1 great confederacy, be i1 not prepared to •-111, 
The Wilmot Pro,·i10 ia reguded a1 unconltitutional, and i1 jllltly 
odioulto the Southern portion of the confederacy, aad if penilted in 
would doubtleu, when no other alternatiwe ·w~• loll,jUatifw e1treme 
meunrea ; but whether it would be wiae and politic Dt ottce, if lit al~ 
IG adopt tiM\ e1treme measures, might be worthy of great eo"'idera-~ 
lion. What courae would i.n 1uch an event be most prudent, I• mat­
ter of ~illation, and it ia beliewed betler that the State abould bet 
left uncomnrilled upon 10 momentous a quealioa. 

·lte10lation in reletion to Jamn A. Baughey, waa read the second 
time and ordered for a third reading to-morrow. 

House Re.olutiona in reiDiiMI t• lnternallmpro~ement, 1rere relld 
the third time, and on thll question of their pDuage rhe y ... and nay•· 
were called for by Me--. Sandenon and Priellt, ftnf! were: 
Y~·,-l\leura. Burritt, COllin, Moseley, Prioat, Sanderaon, Tabor. 

Tracey, Walla-8. 
Naya-Mr. Preaidenl, Meaara. Avety, Floyd, Lorimer, McMillan. 

Smith-6. 
So 1111id reaolutiona passed. 
Puraullfll to lcDvo granted thia roorniog. l'tfr. Floyd oiercd tbe fol­

lowing: 
RU8lred, That the Secretary of State he a.nd be ia hereby aulhor. 

iud and requested lo fumiah to eDch Justices Di.slrict in enry Coun. 
ty of the Stale, one copy of Thompson's Digeat, and that each Jua. 
lice or Justice& ahall receipt for the same, and the same a}lall be· 
turned o\·cr to his aucce110r or 1ueceuors i'll office, tho said Digeal 
fGr the use of aaid District; and in cDae 111id JusticeaabDII fail to turn 
over aaid Di&eat to his succeuor in office, he shall he liable for the 
nlue of the aame, recoverable before hia 111id successor in office : 
lho value of said Digest shall and ia. heteby declared to be three dol. 
Iars and rifly cents, which all)Ounl &hal[ be laid out in the purchase 
of anolher Digest. 

Which wa& r-:ad the first time. 
l\fr. Floyd moved that tho rule bo \Yllived, rmd aa.id reliOlution be 

read a second and third lime. 
Whicb was lost, and tbo resolution ocdered for a second reading 

to. morrow. 
Uo116c bill entitled, An act to regulate the fees of' collecting offi. 

ce"' in certain cases, , 
Was read the third lime, nnd on tho question of its paasagc, the 

yeas and nays were : 4 
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Burritt, Floyd, Lotimer, Mcl\lillan, 

Priest, Sanderson, Smith, Tabor-9. ' 
Nays-Messrs. A•·ory. Fairbanks, Trncey-3. 
So snid bill passed. Tille as slater!. 
Ordered that tho 11\me be certified to the House. 
House bill entilled, An act to regulate and define tho dutiea of 1he 

<.:ounty Commi~sioners in Calhoun County, 

, 

Zl7 

W u read tho third time by it• tide, and o.n the queatioo oC ita paa: 
age, the y~u and naya were : 

Yeu-Mr. Preaident, Meura. A•ery, Auatio, Burritt, Coatin, Fair­
.haoka, :Floyd, Lorimer, McMillao, Moaeley, Prieai, Smith, Tabor, 
Tracey-14. 

Naya-Ncne. 
& aaid bill puaed. Til~ u stated. Ordeffi! that the aame be 

certified w W.o House. 
Heuee btll entitled, An lliCl te deine d1e duties and prescribe tho · 

eompewsalton cf 'fax Aaaeuo1a ud Collectora in thia State, 
~ 111 read a third time, aud on tbe question ef ita pauago the yea& 

und nava were: 
Yea~l\fr. Preaideftt, ~leurs. Auetin, Burritt, Lorimer, McMillan, 

:Moseley, Prieat, SRndt!raon, 'l'racey--9. 
Naya-Me.sr• •• t,·ery, Flo,·d, S•ith, 'f&bor--4. 
So !aid bill paued-title aa alated. 
()rdered llhat the aa .. e be oertilied to the House. 
House !.ill eatitled, An act to amend an act entitled au act to ea­

tablish a Tariff of Fees, approved January 6, 1847, 
Was read a second time. 
On motion, I be Senate resolved itself into a Commillee of the 

Whole on said bill, Mr. Tracey io the Chair. Afie r aome time spent 
therein, tho commillee roee, and by their chairman repo1·ted the bill 
back to the Sen&le wilh ameodmeat1, aad· asked to be di~~eharged 
frow the further conaideration thereof. 

Which r!'pol'l was concurred in; the bill read a second time by its 
title; t~ rule wai,-ed, read a tllird tin1e by ita title, and on the que a­
lion Gf i.t• 4Ja&sagc, tbe yeaa attd nays were: 
Veaa-N~. PresideD!, 1\Lessra. Avery. Au&tio, Burrill, Fairhauks 

l.ori111er, ~lc!llillan, Moseley, Sanderson, Srnitll, Watts-11. 
N.ays-Me~o~ra. Floyd and Tracey-2. 
:-io said bill passctl-title as fllaled. 
Ordered I hat the same be certified to the House. 

. ~ou.te bill r;nt!tled, An act to amend the se\'eral acts concerning 
loimllatrpn• of a.et10ns, was read a second time, and referred to Judi. 
ciary Committee, wi1h instruclions to report I hereon thia evening. 

'L'~e House returned House bill entilled, An act to define the du. 
tics and prescribe tho compensation of Tax Assessors and Collector11 
in tbia Slate, which had bet>n amended by thu Senate, with a mea. 
rage llaling that the Houae refused 10 concur. . 

The St!nate receded from its amendmenta. 
Ou motiun, th~: SenAte took a recess unlil 3 o'clock. 

3 o'cLocK, J', M. 

On motion of Mr. L orimer, I be vote oft he Sennte taken on House 
bi l! entili~d, An act to define 1he dutie~ and prescribe 1he compen­
salron of J'nx Assessors and Collectors in th is Slale whereb• the 
.;: d d " · ' ' .. ,male ecce e •rom tis nmen<lments, was re con,.idered, (Inti upou 

J 
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the re-conaid~!ration thereof, the Senate insisted upon it• amendmenr1 , 

and Melltra, .\.,·ery, fairbanks, a11d Smith were appointed a commit. 
tee to confer witli a aimilar committee on the part of the House on 
aaid bill. 

On motion, 1\feur•. Floyd, McMillan, and Tracey were appointed 
a commiuee to confer with 11 similar commillee 011 the part of th11 
House on Houee hill eutitled, .\n act to provide for ,the aale of the 
Ianda grantPd to the State fi1r the purppe of lnrerMI ImproYement. 

Hous6 bill entitled, An act to autho·rize Judge• of froblltes of the 
se,.~r:ll Cnuntie• in this Su~te to appoint guardians for frt'e 11egroes, 
wu read a tecond tim~· 

Mr. fairbanks moved to amend by atri~ing out the wor.dc, "of all 
ages and &eles," iq line 4 of •ectfon 1, and in1erting in lieu ther~:of 
tbe words, "over the age of twelve." 

Which was ndopred, the rule waived, the bill read a thinl time l•y 
ill title, and onthe question of its passage, the yeas and nays WAre : 

Yeas-Mr. l'rt!aitlent, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair, 
hanks, Floyd, Lorimcr,l\Ici\liiiRn, Moseley, Prj pal, Bl\qderaon, Smith, 
'fabor, TraceJ', Watts-~6, · 

N11.ys-Non,, 
So said hill paNed-title as alated. 
Ordered tbat tbe aamc be certified to the li•Hrso. 
The following communication wu receivt>d :111d rend : 

On·ICE OP TilE s.:CRF.T.\R\' OF ::l·rAT&, t 
Cttpitol, Tallahasse, Jan. 7, 1848. S 

To tile Pre1ident of IM Senate: 
SlR ; I have been fitrnished with copy of Senate Resolution, uk. 

ing Cl' pies of Thomp5nn'a · Digest, and should be moa.t happy to fur. 
niah them; b•ll it will be perceived that a compliance with tim 
resolution would be a ,·iolation o(,.rhe law just approved, which does 
not authoriae any di,position of thi• work, {escept to Clerka,) hut 
l•y &'!ie. I an1 sir, with \'ery great respect, 

Your most obedient aen·anl, 
JAMES T . A-RCHER. 

House Pre:~mble and Rt>aolutions relath·c to the passage of a lau• 
granting-Rail Road Companies hereafiPr to be charte red e\·ery a). 
ternate 1ection of Public La•td over which uid Rail Road may pass, 
wu read the first limo, the rule waived, read a srcond and third 
lime, and passed, ' 

House resolution reli!Jive to the printing of the Common School 
hills, wns read the S<'concl aqd third time, and passed . . 

Mr. Burrill, from tho Judic iary Cammilloe, presented the follow. 
in~ report : 

Tho Committee on the Judici:~ry, to whom wu rcf<'rrr.d an en. 
grossed hill from the House of Rt>pres<'nlnli,·c~, cntilled, An act to 
amend the several acts concerning limitations ofnctions, ask lcai'Oio 

REPORT: 

and rccom. 

mend that the aaid bill be plllled, with the following amendments, 
to wit; !t the end of the tint aectiolt ad4 the word1, "u againlt all 
and every a.1h-erse po.ae11ion thereof for the term of seven yean 
aforeaaid." A lao, at the end oftbe 5th sec. add the following worda, 
•· as though tbi• aat bnd not been paued." And tho Committee. 
ask tbe cuncurre~~e~c of the Senate herein. 

S. L. BURRITT. Chftirman. 
Which. report waa received aod concurred in, and the bill therein 

reported read a second time, the- rule wftivcd, read a third time by 
its title, and on rho ~ueation of its passage, rhu \:Cas and naya were 1 

Yens-Mr. l1rcsulent. Messrs. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Coatin, 
Flo):-;r,Lorimer, McMillan, Moaele,r, Priest, Sanderson, Smith, '!'a, 
IJor, 'J'mcev, Watte-15. 

Nay•-None. 
Oo aaid !till paaacd. Tills a. elatod. Ordered that the 11me bo 

certified to tbe Uouto. 
House bill entitled, .~n act making appropriation for the aupport 

of the State Government during the year ending on the 3 ht day of 
October, A. B. 1848, and to anpply deficiencies unpaid during the hut 
li!>Cal year, was read the first time, the rule waived, read - ~cond 
time hy iii title and ordered for n third reading to. morrow. 

1\fr. Floyd moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o'clor.k; 
On which the yeas and nay~ were cnllcd for by lUeurs. Avery and 

Burritt, and were : 
Vea11-Menrs. Burrill, Costin, Floyd, Lorimer, Ptieat, Smith, Ta. 

bor-7. 
Nays..,.:\lr. J'reaiuenr, !\leurs. Avery, Austin, l\lcMillan, Moseley, 

Sande rson, Tracey, 'Watts-B. 
So the St•natc refitsed. 
Mr. Tabor moved to ,!.tljourn until to-morrow !) o'cloclt. 
Which mu1inr1 waa lOst. 
On motion, the Senate took 11 recess until7·! oclock. 

T i O'PLOClt, P. X. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to provide for the 
election .of a county site in the county of Washington, a• passed by 
the Hou"'' with an :~memlment. 

'fhe G;·nato concurred in the amendment, 
Ordered that •aid hill Le enrolled. 
Mr . . \\-cry moved that tbe rt~lo be waived ll.nd ho allowed to in. 

rrodul'c a hill, 
Which motion " 'aa loaf, 
The House returned Senate bill ontftlcd, An act fo1r· tire relief of 

the poor and dcstitutl', ·and to guard against the accumulation of pau. 
perism in the county of Leon, as passed by the House wirh amt'nd, 
ments. 

The Senate concurred in the first amendment of the Housr, nnd 
rP.fuscd to concur in the second, 

I 
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On motion of Mr. Floyd, the vote juat taken by which the Senate 
ref~ to wail"e the r.ulc, wu reconaidered, the rule .. ·aived, and Mr. 
AYery allowed to introciuce a bill entitled, An act to amend an act 
entitled, An act to organize Courts of Probate for the State of Flori. 
da. Which was read the fil'lll time, the rule waiYed, read a second 
and third time by ita title, and on the quell ion of ita puage the }'e&l 

aod uys \vere : 
Ye-Mr. Preaident,l\ltura. Avery, Austin, Burritt, Costin, Fair. 

banb, Floyd, Lorimer, Mclltillan, 1\foaeley, Prieat, gandenon, Tabor, 
Tracey, Watt-Hi. 

Naya-None. 
So aid bill paned-title aa stated .• 
Ordered that the aame be certified to the House. 
House bil: entitled, .~n net to amend an act to establish the office 

of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida,' waa read the 
third time~ ~nd on the quetilion of its pnsaage, the yeas and naya were : 

Yeu-Mr. Preaident, l\teura. AYery, Austin, Burrill, Lorimer, 
McMillan, 1\foaeley, PrieAt, S~nderaon, Tabor, Tracey, Watts-12. 

Naya-Measn. Costin, Fairbanks, Floyd, Smith-4. 
So aid bill pust>d-title as alated. 
Ordered that the nme be certified to the House. 
Mr. Aullin moved that the Yote on aaid bill be re.considered. 
Which motion was loet. 
Houae bill entitled, An act to authorize Thomas S. Baines to con. 

vey a to\Yn lot in the town of Quincy, Florida, and for other purpo­
aea, waa re11d a second lime. 

Mr. Auatin moved that rule be waived, and said bill read n third 
time. 

Which mofton was lost, 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock 

S_\Tt:KD.\Y, January 8, 1848. 

The Senate met pursu~ot to adjournment. 
Rev. !\Ir. Choice officiated. as Chaplain. 
.~quorum being present, on motion of l't[r. Avery, the reading of 

the Journal was dispensed with. 
The following communication wa{ transmitted to Hon. James T. 

lrcher, Secretary of State : 
SE:UTE CnAXBEII, Jan. 7, 1848. 

Hon. JAl!IES T. AacHEil, Secretary of State: 
S1a :-1 herewith transmit a Lill entitled, "An act to amend the 

12th clause of the fifth article of the Constitution of this State so that 
Judges of the C ircuit Courts shall bold thei r offi~es for a term 'of ei:::ht 
years instead of during good Leha,·ior," passed by the two Houses of 
the Genernl Assembly by the requisite Const'itutional majority. 

Respl'ctfully, , 
C . W. DOW~I~G, 

Sec. Scnat,., 
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Tb~ Houae returned St~qate bill entitled, An act .to am.eod an ac:t 
to organize Courts ol\'~robate for_ the State of Florada, aa paued by 
the House without amendment. · 
' Ordered to be enrolled. . • 

Mr. Burrill moved ihatthe Report of the Committee on the .state 
of the Commonwealth, pre.ented by Mr. Sanderson, the Cb~arman 
thereof, on the 5th inat. , .and the minority report of Mr. Coalln, one 
of the Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, and the proteat 
of members of the Committee on Taxat ion and Revenue, presented 
on the 6th insl. , be expunged from the Journals. 

On which the yeas and. nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Tracev, and were : . . . 

Yeia-Mr. President, Messrs. A\'cry, Auslln, Burratt, Fatrbanks, 
Lorimer, McMillan, Mosely, Priest, Tracey, Wa!ts-11. 

Nays-l\lessra. Cost in, Floyd, Sanderson, Smub, Tabor-5. 
So said motion was adopted. 
The following was o1dered to be spread upon the Jour!'al~: 
'fbe..underaigned Senators from the 17th and l Oth J?tatrt~~s, pr~-

tesls against the bill yesterday passed by the Sun.atc entailed, .\ball 
to bo entitled an act to amend the act to ealabhsh the office of Re. 
giste r of Public Landa for the Stale of Fl~rida," i~ wl!ich is the lol. 
lowing pro<iso : "Providing thai the Regtsler of I uhlac Lands .aball 
be a t liberty to invest any of the aforesa id lunds (semin_ary and school 
funds,) in the stock or certificates of the ~t~le of Fl~nda, or to loa!' 
the &aiM to the State, on lawful interest, gtvmg the aatd S tate of Flora. 
da the preference in all cMea," because the same purp!>sPs to create 
a S tate debt, and to borrow for supporting the expe~sea of State Gov. 
ernment ri fund sacred to the purposes of education ·and solemnly 
pledged for thai purpose, upon the un~c.rlai n contingency of rc.pay· 
ment by the increased or decreased ah•ltty of t~c State or the daspo. 
sit ion of future Legislatures to pay off debts wbtch we may create. 

G. R. FAIRBANKS, 
Senator from ·17th Dial. 

~ JOHN 111. SMITH, 
Senator from l Oth Dist. 

On motion of 1\fr. Burrill, the ,·ote on House hill entitled, An a~l 
to amend an act to organize the Circuit' Courls of t.he State of Flo~•· 
11a, had on Dec. 30th ull., was reconsidcre~, and upon the ~econstd. 
c ration thereof, the bill was read the first ltme the rule 1\'aal"cd, and 
the hill read :t second time. · ., . 

i\ir. F airbanks mo\"eilto amend by striking out the word "fh·e Ill 

line 8, of sect ion 1, aud inserting in lieu ther_cof "eig ht<' . 
Which was adopted, tho rule wai \'ed, the lull read a thml ttmr. hy 

its title, and· on the question of its passage, the. yeas an.d n~y~ were : 
Ycas-!\lr. President, i\les.~rs. A'•e ry, A.nstl~ ·. Burnll, .Fatrbanl1s, 

Mc:'llillan. Moseley, Priest, Sandcrso~, Sm~th, l rac?-11;. 
Kays-!\lrssrs. Costin, F loyd, Lonme r, f abor, \\ ails- <>. 
So said bill passed. Title as slated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the H ouse. 

J 



Mr. Fairbank&, from the Committee on Enrolled Lilla, reported 
teaolution relativo to the 11rint:ng the laws of l~•i• State, Ill correctly 
w~~. . 

Mr. A,·ery, from a Select Committee, preaented tlie followmg rc• 
port. . 

'fhe Commillee of Conferenco, appointed Lythe h'ro Homes upo11 
the disagreeing ,.ote upon a bill from the House entitled;" .~n act to 
define the dutiea 1111d prosterihe the compenaation of :rax Aaaeuora 
and Collector& in thia Slafe," beg leave. to 

REPORT : 

That they bave conferred together, 11nd th~ re_ault bas been, a re. 
commendation that the Senate reC'cde from the1r aiP.eudment to the 
first section0of thialrill~and that it lie recommended to each House 
that in lien or thA pre'senl third section of said hill_. tll~ two Uou&l'l! 
tlo paaathe substitute herewith proposed. All wh1ch 11 respectfully 
submitted. 0. 1\1. AVERY, . 

Chalrrnan Senate Commlltec. 
A. K . .\LLISO:'IJ, 

Chairmon House Committee. 
'f. H . HAG:"JER, 
l.OU'IS ALDRICH. 

Which w111 rcceivcJ. 
The rule being wlli,·ed, Mr. Sandersott was allowe_d to more 

that a Joint Committee he nppointed, the House concurnng, to cow 
currinl(, to copf~r together rcs.rccting tbe adjournment of the G~neral 
.~uembly, and to wait on bis excellency the Governor, and 111form 
him of the res• tit of their confcrene-1!. . . 

Which was adopted, and 1\le~rs. Sanderson, Dumtl and Fa>r· 
bnnks wore appointed said Committee. . 

The House reiurned Senate Resolution relath·e to the printing ol 
the Iowa of the present session by W. Bartlett, as passecl hy the 
House without amendment • . 

Ordored to be enrolled. . . 
The House retumed Senate bill e ntitled, An act to orgamze tile 

County of Holmes, with an amenun~nt of tile Honse: . 
The S~nate concurred in tho amendment, a nd tho lull was orden•d 

to he enrolled. 
l\1 r. Fairhanks, from tile Connnittce on Enrolled ),ilia, 1 eportr<l 

Liil entiiled, An act to organize the county of llulmes, as co> n•ctly 
enroll~d. . . 

'l 'he House re turned Senate Lill entitled, An net for ti~S relt~f ot 
the ponr and destitute, nnd to guard against the accumulatiOn of pau­
perism In the county of Leon, with n message, stating that the House 
insi> tcd "I'"" i!s nmcndment thereto. 

T l:e Senate adhered to Its disagreement. . 
Tl.e House returned ·senato ),ill entitle<l, An act to asccrtam the 

n 1mber ofw:1ite children between the ages of6 nnd IS years, aud to 
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obtain informatioq respbct'ing ·tho common school lands, as paued by 
tho House with amendments. · 

The Senate concurred it~ the 2<1 and !3d amendment. bui refuaed 
to concur in the first. 

The following 'message from the House was received and read : · 
HousE OF REPRl!SENTATIVEs, January .,-th, 1648. 

H o11orablc PresiderrJ ~ the Se11ate: · 
.Sm :-The llouso bas indefinitely postponed tho Senate bill enli• 

tied, "An act rc,::ulating the fees ol Notuics Public in the State of 
Florida." Tho House "adheres" to it.s disagreement to Senate 
amendments of Houre bill entitled," An act to amend nn net to proviile 
for tho sale of lnnds granted to the State for the purpose of Internal 
Improvements." 

Yery Respectfully, 
W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatil·es. 
The_.Seuate receded from its amendment. 

' l'liC following message from His Excellency the Governor .was 
rcceh·ed and read : 

ExEC\;TI\'E DErAnrm:xr, Ian. 7, 1848. 
Gentlemen of t!te SenaJc and House of lleprcscnlatircs : 

The nornina~ion which I bad tho honor to nmke on yesterday, to 
fill :he office of J udge of Prouate for the county of Calhoun ha\·in"' 
!'~en laid on the table in the House, I now respectfully n~minat~ 
I aylor Carrawny, as J udge of Probate for said county and solicit 
your advice and consent thereto. · ' 

The nomination therein contained 
l,y tbe Scnah~. 

V cry respectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

was ath·iscd and consented to 

The following message from the House was receh·cd an I read: 
llo Gst: ot· Ht:I'RESE!'ITA'ri\'Es, Jan. 81 1848. 

llonoraUe PrcsidCJ1l of the Sc11atc: 
. . S111 :-The House hns appointed Messrs. Taylor, Bryan, and Rps~, 
~omt committee with simil:1r committee of Scnute respecting the ad.· 
JOurumen,t of the General Assembly. 

Very respectfully, W. D. 'LA I\ CASTER, 
Clerk Ho. Rep. 

,ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House Lill entitled, An actio authorizo Thomas L. Baines to con­
\'CY a town lot in t~e "!"'II ~JfQuin cy, Florida, nnd for other purposes, 

Was.read the tllll'd t1me, and on the question of its passage the yeas 
a nd lillY~ were: • 

Yeas-Messrs. Austin, Costin, Mc:\lillan, T ahor-'•l. 
Nays-l\fr. Prl!sidcnt, l\lessrs. Al·e ry, Durritt, Moseley Pcicet, 

Tracey, Watts--7. ' 
So said hitl was lost. 
Ordcrctlthat the ~arne be certified to the llou se, 

ao 
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Re1ol~tion relative to James A. Baughey, was read th th' d • . 
and paaaed. e tr lime 

House bill entitled, .h act. making appropriation for the au ort 
of the St&te Government durmg the year "nding on the 31st d~P f 

)
October, A. D. 1848, and to supply deficiencies unpaid during~hoe 
ast fiscal year, 
. Was read the third time, and on the question of ita pas1a,.0 the 
~cas and nay• were : , " • 
Ye~s-Mr. Preaid~nt! l\fessrs. A'·ery, Ausll.' n, Costin, Lorim•r, 

Mc!\ftllla n, Moseley, Pt1est, Tracey, \Vattll-19-. , · 
Nays-;,None·. 
So aaid' Lill passed. Title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House 
Resolutions in relation to Thompson's Dige~t ' 
Were read a second time. ' 
~!r· Tabor ofl'd red tho following amendment: 

. I hat the Se~re~ary of State be and he is hereby authorized to lur­
msh lo each Distr1ct Judge of the United States within this Stale 
n•!~ to each of th~ Circuit and l'roLnte Judges in th is State a copy' 
ot fhompson'a D1gest. ' 
• Whi~h was ~dopted, and tho resofutions ordered to Lc en!!Tosscd 
lura th1rd readtng this e \·ening. "' 

The following communication was transmilled to his Excellcnc• 
1!1e Governot: · J 

. SE~.~TE CnAliDER, January 8, 184€1. 
lltS E~·cellcncy \Yx. D. :\loSELE\'1 Got·ernor: 
. Srn ,:,-Enclosed her~with I forward to your E1cellency n hill en. 
t~led, An act t? prol'ldo for the election of a County Site in the 
County. of Wnslungton," nnd a bill entitled, "An net to amend an 
a~t e,'~IIIIC'.d an u.ct t~ organize Courts of Prohnte for the State of Flo. 
nda, wluch sa1d lulls h~,·e passed both Hnuses of the General As. 
sembly, and have been e1gned by the pr~siding oflicers the1·eof. 

Ve'fy resp~ctfi llly. 
C. W . DOW:"if:'\U, 

. . Secretary of the lSena;-e . 
. H ouse .b1ll entllled, An act making appropriations fur the el penses 

ul the tllll'd Ccne.ral -~sseml,ly, and for other purpose•, 
. \~11s read the ltr>t tune, the rule wai-l·ed, rt'ad n seco1ul t ime l1y 
•ts .'!tic, and r~fl·rretl to the Ci>mmiltrc on Taxation and Rc~;enue . 

1 he followmg u•n•sagc from the House was rcceirecl n111l read: 
. Hot·s~: H~:ri! ESI::'\T.\TI\' I :s , J anuary 8, I ~ IS. 

I l flll . P rrsu!rut nf I he :-.·cna!r : 
.:::n: :-Hou•C' i1as concur~t·d in the r~ port ofjoint conti.• rencc com. 

1111t1ce upo11 "J:iil rebti,·e to th · comtrru•ation ~ nd duties ut' Ta~ 
A.ssessors and Collt•ctors," and ha ,·c add~d as section t!tirrl of ~:\i L! 
hill accompanyin;:: ~u lo~ti tute. 

In which they a ~l; the coucurrL· n~" or :::=cuate. 
\ 'c ry Hc'JlL'ctfll lk , 

\\'. B. 1..\ .\ l' \ <:;T J:r{. 
c·· . . i\ J! .l. Hl'l' · 

• I" 
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The Senate reiu~ed lo concur in said report, and on motion MeMrl. 
Fairbanks, Mc:\lillan, and Smith wt',re appointed a ccimmiltee oftree 
conference to confer v.•ith a airoilar committee Ol) the part of the 
House on said subject. 

House Preamble and Bill to be eatitle<l, An act relative to the 
-costa of Prosecutions in cases of Assault and Battery, Tre~pa11 and· 
Libel, 

Was read the first time. . 
Mr. Floyd mored that tho rule be waived, and aaid !Jill be read a 

second time. 
Which motion was Jost • 
The Senate refused to read said bill a second t:me on to-morrow. 
H'ci'iiiC'.resollitii)Q ·reJatiYe to publishing a1uend!l1ents to the Con· 

stitution, was read the first time, the rule wai\·ed, read a second and 
third time, and passed. . 

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An Act to change the 
namlls of certain persons therein named, as passed Ly the House 
without ameudmeru. 

Orde red to be enrolled • 
The House returned Senate Lill entitled, An net to improve the 

ua\·igation of the Suwannee river, as pn~sed by the .House with art 
.amendment. 

Mr. Smith mo\'ed to n111end the amendment of the H ouse, by. in. 
eerting the words" and Wacissa," afier the word " Ocklockney," in 
line 2 of 1st nroendment of. Houst' • 

Which motion wa$ lost~ 
Qn the question of concurring in the amendments of the Houst', 

the yeas and nays \~re called for by :\lessrs. Floyd and 1\JcMillan. 
and were : 

Ycas-~lr. President, l\Jcssrs, A\'ery, Burritt, Fairbanks, Loti. 
mer, Mc~lillan, Moseley, Sanderson, .Tracey, \Vatts-10. 

Nays-:\!essrs. ·Austin, Costin, Floyd, Smith-4. 
So the amendments of the H ouse were concurred in, and the Lill 

ordered to IJO e nrolled. 
. On root ion, the Senate took a reces1 until 3 o'clocl,. 

3 o'cLOCK, r. )f, 

H ouse hill entitl.cd, An act to so amend tho 9th clause of the 5th 
article of the Constitution as to gi,·e to the qualified voters in each 
county in this State the right of electing the Judge of Probate, 

Was read the first time and laid upou the :al,)e. 
Mr. Fai banks, from the Committee on enrolled biii,J, reported the 

following Lills and resolution)s correctly enrolled, viz: . 
Bill entitled, An act to impro\'e the na\'igation of the Suwannee 

ril·er · · 
Bili entitled, An net to change the names of certain persons thcrr1n 

named ; 

J 
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1\csolt~~ion in relation to the printing the laws of tho present aes. 
1ion; 

The following communication was transmittc'd to his Esoellency 
the Go1·ernor : 

· . SE~ATE Cn~XBER, January 8, 1848. 
To h1s E:cccllrncy the Governor of FZ..rida: 

. Stu :-1 herewith transmit fo~ your consider;llion the following 
btlls, passed hy the two Houses ol the General Auembly and •igned 
by the presiding officers thereof; viz: 

8~ll to be entitlt•d, An net to organize the County of Holmes; 
B•l! to he entitled, An net to impro\'e the na\'igation of the Suwan. 

nee rtl'er ; 
Also, _Resolution in relation to the printing ot"thc laws of the preli· 

ent SCSStOn ; 
Also, hill entitled, An act to change tho names of certain persons 

therein named. 
\'cry respectfully, C. W. DO\Vl'\1:'1/G, 

. Secretary Senate. 
The House r.ctnrncd Senate Resolution in relation to James :\. 

Haughey, liS passed hy the House without amendment. 
OrderPd to Lc enrolled. 
The llous" returned Senate bill entitled, An act to ascertain tho 

number of white children between the ages of 6 and 18 years, and 
to obtain in formation re~peeting the coromon school lands, with a 
message statii1g that the House had receded from its amendment. 

Ordcred.to l,e enrolled. 
The House returned Scnato bill entith•d, An act to amend these\·. 

eral acts to raise a rcvcnuo fo r th is State, appro1·cd July 2-1, 1945, 
!l!ld Dec. 27, 1A-15, a~ passccl by the House with an arncndrnent, 

l\tr. F airl,anks mo•·cd tha t the amcndme1it of the llouse hn 
11mended by striking out tho word "ten," and inse rting in lieu 
thereof "twenty," on which the yeas a nd nays were called for by 
Messrs. Tracer anti Pricsl, nnd wem: 

Yeas-"r. 'l'rcsid~nt, ;\lcs.-rs. A•·ery, Burritt, Costin, Fairbanks.. 
Floyd, ;\Jdlillan, i\los!'lcy, !'riPs~ Sand<•rson, T ahor, Tracey-! :!. 

Nays-:\le.srs. Lorimer and \\' atts- 2. 
So the amendment was adopted. 
House resolution autloorizin:; the Comptfollcr to rent out the 

h:1senwnl morns of the Capitol, &c., 
\Vas read the tir. t t ime, the rule waircu, read a scconil anti third 

time by tit:c, and passed. 
Engross,•d n•sulutions in relation to Thompson's Digest; were read 

a third time and passed. , 
The rule IJeing wai,·e<l, on motion of i\1 r. Rnrritt, the ,·otc had 

this morn ing on House l,tll t'ntitled, An act to authorize Thonias L. 
Raines to con1·cy a town lot in the town <Jf (~uincy, Florida, and for 
ether puqwscs, was reconsidered, and upon the rccoosidcratiotl 
thereot; the hill was read the first time, the rule waiYcd, read a se­
~or.d time. 

r 
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' !\fr. Burritt offered an amc~dment~ w~icb was adopted,. ~~· rule 
waived, the bill read, a third ttme by tis lttle, and on the queshon of 
ita paasngP, the yeas and nays were : . . • 

Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. A\·ery, -~ustrn, Uurntt, Coahn, 
Fairbanks, Lorimer, i\lc!\lillan, Moseley, Pncst, Sanderson, Smith, 
Tabor, Tracey, Watts-15. 

Nays-None. . • 
So Raid hill passed. Tttle as Mlatt'rl. . 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House. . 
1\fr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, presented the followmg 

report : . 1 · 
The J oint Select Committee appomteil to confer upon t~o au >JCCI 

of adjournment or the present Goneral Assembly, have dtschargcd 

that duty, and ---- ltEPORT: 

That nfier havin .. conferred with the Secretary of the Senate ~nd 
Clerk of tire Housc"and Enrolling Cltrks, find tlt~t there arc .but,.c•g,lrt 
orders remaining to be acted upon, and then wa_rted uprn, hrG Exccli 
lcnc and informed him of the state of the busmess o _t 1e enera 
A y 1 1. His Excellency then informed the commrttec that be 
,,.~~~~~ ~cady fur the atljournmcnt at any hour the Gene ral AHsem­
blyshall determine upon. Yourc~mJmitt~c tlr:refo~e r~~or~t~enrl t~at 
the present General Asse111bly adjourn sme drc, tills C\ cnlll0 at 

o'clocl>. J. P . SANDERS0:'-1, . 
Chairman Senate Committee. 

JOS II U.\ TAYLOR, 
Chairman House Committee. 

\\'hic·h was laiil up,on the tal,lc fur the present. . 
J\tr. i-'airbanks, fru7n a Select Committee, presented the followtn~ 

l'l'~{!r,~: Committees of frt~e conference appointed hy the two 1-I~uscs 
upon the the <li,agrccing ,·0 tes thereof u.pon the bi ll to h~ entttlcd, 
,, An act to ddine the duties and prescnl.Je the compensatton of tho 
tax Assessors and Collectors of this State," Leg lea 1'C to 

REPORT: 

That they ha\'e conferrcu together and hal'~ agreed to rccommen<l 
to the two llon!CS the p:t!s~ge of the hill. herewtth reported, as amend. 

ed •11 0'f which is reSJICctli.tllv submttted. ' KS . _., · . G. R. FAIRR.\:-\ , 
Cl.airman Senate Committee. 

A. K. ALLI::i0:'-1, 
Chatrman House. Cornmitt.ee. . 

Which was recei1·ed, and on the question of concurring m ~atd 
report tho yeas and nays were called fur uy Messrs. F loyd and Prtest, 

and were: 
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Ye~Me11ra. Avery, Austin, Burrill, Fairbanks,l\fcl\fillan, Moae. 
ley, Prteat, Sanderson, \Vatra-9. • 

00~:-Mr. President, 1\lessrs. Coatin, Floyd,· Lorimer, Smith, Ta. 

So aaid report wu col)curred in. 
Mr. Fairbanka, from tbe Committee on Taxati,on and Revenue, 

presented the follo~&·ing report ; ., 
The ,Pommittee on 'faxation and Re1·enue to'whom was referred 

a bill to be entitl.ed, "An act making ~ppro11riation to defray the ex. 
penaea of the thtrd General Asaembly of the State of Florida, arid 
for other purposes," 

REPORT: 

That they recommend that the first section be ameudod by inserting 
as follows: 

Jobn Costin, number of miles 1400, 8140-Xo. of days 48-per 
diem 8144. T otal f 284. 

. And that Fr~ncis Arnou receive compensation for 48 days, per 
dtem 8144-Mtleage, 250 miles, 825.00. Total, 8169. 

And tba~ Stephen Richards rE;ceive compensation for 4 days, 812, 
.and 250 miles, 8 25.00. T otal, 837.00. 

And that Cha'a. W. Downing rccei\·e 8 5 per dar. 48 days, 8240, 
G. R. FAIRBA:\KS. 
S. L; BURRITT. 
J . .Ill. S:\IITH. 

J. P . Sanderson dissents from so much of the aho1·e report as pro. 
poses to pay the Secrelary .and Clerk fh·e dollars per day. 

Which was received, and the three first amendments the rein pro. 
posed were concurred in. 

The Senate refused to concur i.t'the 4th amendment. 
1\fr. Avery mo1·ed to strike out" $5" in ·uid amendment, 
Which was carried. 
Mr.Floyd mo1·cd to insert "86." 
Which was lost. 
Mr. A1·cry moved to insert" 84." 
Which was carried, · 
Mr. A1·ery mo1·ed to amend said bill b.1' st riking out "$240" atler 

Mr. \V, B. Lancaster's name and insert in lieu thereof "8192." 
Which was carried. 
A motion lJeing made I~ wai1·c tho rule, and read said bill a third 

time, it was lost. 
On motion of :\[r. Fairbanks, tho \'ole refusing to waive the rule to 

read said uill a th ird time, was reconsidPred, and on the reconsidera­
tion thereof, the rule Leing wai cd, sa.id Lill was reacl a third time by 
its title, and on the quest ion of its passagn the yeas and naya were : 

Yeas-:\[ r. President, :\lessrs . .-\1-e ry, Burrill, Lorimer, l\lc}lillan, 
Moseley, Priest, SandNson, Tabor, Tracey-10. 

Nays-:\[esMs. Austin, Floyd, ~-3. 
So said bill passed- title as stated. < . 

~ 
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Ordered tbat the orne be certified to the House. 
Mr. Fairbanks, from the Committee on Enrolled Bill•, reported 

bill enti, led, An act to ascertain the number of white children be• 
tween the ages of six and eighteen years, and to obtain information 
frspectin~t the common school lands, aa correctly enrolled. 

Tbe following message from the House was rccei1•ed and read : 
H ousE R•: rnEsE:>TA'in·.Es, January 8, 11:148. 

Honorable Pruident of the Senate : 
SIR :-The H ouse has concurred in tho report of committee of 

free conference on 1\'ithin bill. 
V c ry respectfully, 

W. B. LA:-.CASTER, 
Clc t k House llcprcsentath·es. 

H ouse bill entitled, An act for the relief of :-.at han Uackcr, 
\Vas rend the first time, the rule wai1·ed, read a second and thi rd· 

time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Yeas-:\1 r. President, Messrs. A rery, Costin, Fairbanks, Floydf 
Lorimer, i\lc:\lillan, Priest, Smith, Tracey-10. 

Nays-Messrs. Austin and Moseley-:!. 
!::io said bill passed. Title as staled . 
Ordered that the samo be certified to tho House. 
The IOllowing message ti·om the H ouse was rrce(l·ed and read. 

H ovs•: HEt'R ESI:XT.\TII'Es, January 8, 18·18. 
llonomblc Prcsidr.nl of., the S enate: 

S1H :-The House has concurred in Senate amendments to Housc 
bill" rclati~c to Thomas L. Baines." 

VL'r): respectfully, 
W . 1.1. LA"iC.\STER, 

Clerk H ouse Hepresentati res. 
The H ouse returned Senate resolutions in relation to Thomp5on's 

Digest, with a message stating that the same hnd been lost in the 
House. · 

Tho fo!lowing communication 'll'as transmillcd to his E xcellenc.r 
the Governor: 

~~;xA TE Cll.\ llDt:n, January 8, 18-18. 
1'o It is R xCf'llr.·Jcy lite {:ort·nwr : 

:O::m :-1 herewith transmit tor your consicl<'rntion the (;,!lowing 
loill, passed loy the two lluusl'S ut' tloc General :\ssetn!Jly, and signcJ 
l1y the pr~siding ofliccrs thercot; 1·iz: 

Bill en'titlcd, " :\n act to ascertain the number of whi:e children 
l,ctwecn the ages of six and c i;;htecn yea r>, and to ol,tain infor. 
Illation rc>pecting the conomun sehoul lands." 

Also," R esolution rcl:lti1·c to Jauws .\ . Bau:;:hcy." 
\'cry rrspectliolly. 

C. W. D0\\':\1:'\G, 
~t·crclarr ~enate. 

T he House retnrnecl Sr natc hill en:it!ccl, .\ n nl'lln nm~ncl the se1·. 
era! ncl :; to raisu a rc renuc for this ~<ate, apprurcd July '!I, 113·15. 
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and December 27, 1845, with a meaaage alating that tLe House had 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate to House. amendment to 
said bill . 

Ordered to be enrolled. 
The following message from H is Excellency the Governor was 

receh·ed nod read : 
ExecuTIVE DEP.&.nnu:xT, January 8, 1848. 

GenJlemen of the Senate , · 
and of the Ilo.uc of Represelltall~ifS :· 

( ha ,·o the honor to solicit your a1h•ice and consent to the follow. 
iurr nomii1a1ions: 

James Gibson and Thos. Pr('s!on, as T obacco fnspcctors, anol 
Anson Hancock and W illl:.un A. W oods, as Port Warde n, for the 
County of Fra nklin. 

Y c ry resp~ctfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

The nominations there in contained were advised and consented to 
by tbe Srnat~. 

Also the following : 
F.xr.cuTn·E DBP.UtTlu:xT, Janu3ry 7, 184'!!. 

Gentlemen of the S elll!ic and rifthe llousr. <?f Repr~scnlaticc~: 
I have apt>ruved the followin~ Acts a nd Resu~ullur.r s, lo wrl : 
An net to ·arncnd tho Criminal Laws of liJrcc 111tl11s Stale. . 
An act to make ,·alid the proceedings of sundry persons comm•s· 

sioned as Just ice3 of the Pcare of this State. . . 
An act relative t;> Judges of Probate, C ounty <;:omm1ssroners ami 

Sheriffs. 
An act to regulate the·time of holding the Circuit Courts in the 

Middle C ircuit . · · C 
An act to provide fo r tho location of tho county srte ol nlhoun 

county. C J I d 11 II ' I An act for the relief of James ~ o 1nston an . arm an •. rg 1. 
,\ 1 act for the r~lief of Daniel Mc Racny and Alire• I..\. f rsher. 
A~ act for the relief of Richard A. Shine ami J oseph :\. EJrnonJ. 

501~n act"for the re lie f of el'lllers on Public Lands, and to g rant 
pre-emption rights in certain cases. . . f 

An act to prof ide for the ·election of a county site 111 the. county o 

W11shington. · C 1 f p 
An act to amend an act entitled a n act to organ1ze uur so rtJ• 

bate for the State of F lorid.1. 
An act to chan~e the name of )fary E . L edbetter, of C alhoun 

county, to that of :\lary E . Doles. . 
J\n ao.:t to r<•gnlate and define the dut1cs of tho County C ommis. 

5 ioncrs in Calhoun county. . · . 
An act In regulate the fe~s of coll~ct.ing officers rn cc rl11111 cases. 
An act for the relief of Wm. J. Arnustead. 
An act fur the relief of H. W. Andrews :uid oth~rs. • . 

h · J (),~8 of Prohatcs t ~ :r ppo111t ( .uanltans for An act to aut orrzo u o ' 
r ree :\cgrocs. 

...... ' 
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-~n- oel to empower Robert H. Hall, a minor, to aeaume .the run. 
agement of his own estate. . · 

An net providing eompensatiou to be paid L. A. Thoropann. 
An act to provide for thf! qualifications, and to pre~~eribe the dutie1 

.of Clerks, &c., e lectrd on ht Mond_ay; in Octoher, 1847. · 
An act to cbange the otun~s of Cl'rtnin persons therein named." 
An Ret to organize tbe county of Holmes. 
Prenmhle and Resolutions rl'questing o11r 1Re111i>ers in Congreu 

to proc:rre tbe passage of on act to graduate the price of the Public 
Lands in this Stute. 

Resolutions rclati1·.e to the payment of Capt. William H. Payne's 
- Gompan_1·. 

R esolutinn rclat i1·c to the r<!mO\·al of the .United States Land Of­
.fice from Newnansville to Ocala. 

Resolutions in rr gard to lands which h:ne reverted hack to the 
General Government under tire "Armed Occupation Ac t," and in 
regard to the e ight sections of land granted to }•'lorida for the ihin" 
.of a seat of Gm·crnment. 0 

R esolutions requesting the Senators and Repre1entative of Florida 
.in Congrrss to procure copies of all the &un·eyli and reports made 
·the rt'on, of Canal and R ail Road Routes in Florida, by tba .United 
.Stntes Go,·ernment for the use of this State. 

C.reaml.'le and Resolutions asking Congress to pro,•ide lands for 
the tnhaiHtants of ce rtain townships for the support of Public Schools . 

. R es .. lution in rl'.lation to printing 1000 copies House and Senate 
Drlls fur thll estal.lrshment of Common Schools. 

Resolr~t ion in t:pla.tion to printing the laws of the preseut session. 
Very respectfully, .W. D . .MOSELEY. 

Also the following: 

E:a:Ect:TIYE DP.PARTHEXT, January 8. 1848, 
Gentlemen rift he S en"! e. aud of the H ouse of Representatit-es: 

I han• approved the following acts and resolutions, to wit-: 
An nctto amend the se1·eralucts conc~rning limitations of Actiouc. 
An act to amend an act to or"anize the Circuit Courts of the 

.State of Florida. 0 

An act to amo•nd an act entitled an act to establish a taritf of fees 
appro,·cd J a n. 6, 1847. ' 

An a"ct to nsc•• rtain the numbe r of white children between the 
.ages of6 to 18 }·<'ars, and to obtain information respecting the Com. 
,mon School Lands. 

An act to rPI><'al an act rnlitled an net to a mcncl an act to estab. 
liah a Ia riff off~es, nrproved F ehruary 15, 1834, and u·)ticb was ap­

.proved Dec 27, 1845. 
Au net to pro,·ide firr the paymPnt of Jurors and State Witnesaes. 
Resolr!tion in rcht~iun to Jnmea A. Baugbt>y. · 

\ cry respectfully, W. D. !\JOSELEY 
. Mr. ~~airiJank~, front tho Committee on Enrolled bills, rPpor~ed 

obi! I entatlt•d, An act to am<•ntl the se\·era l nc.ls to raise a re,·enue fur 
<th11 State, approved Ja;:y 24, 1815, and Dec. 27, 1845, ns corrccth· 
.enrollet-1. · 

:u 
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Resolutions relative to. the commi11ioning by tho Governor of Jus. 
Iicea of the Prace; · 

Rcsol.ution in relation to Major Wm. W. Loring and L ieut. M. 
C. Mann; 

MrmoriRI and resolution of tbe G e nt>ra l Assemhly of tho State of 
Florid11to the President, Post Master Gene ral, 11nd tha. Coa .. reas of 
J/Je J]nited States on the suhject of a ma il route then•in merltioned, 

Ve ry rt>spectfully, 
W. D. MOSF.LEY. 

The following communication from the House was rccci•·cd and 
read : 

HDVfE REI'JF.SEXTATtvr.•, Januarr 8, I A48. 
Honorable Pt·uidn!t r:f the Senate : .,. 

Sm :-'fh., Jiouae has appointed Mt>sars. Hagner, Forward, and 
:11,.· E. Maxwe ll a committee on part of the Hou!~, to act with a aim. 
tlar ~ommitte? of the SPnatc, to wRit on his Excellency th<• G01·eraor 
and •.nro~m ~an~ that hoth H ouses are no"' ready to n<ljourn, and to 
cnqu1re tf lvs E xce llency has any furthe r communicatiun "' make to 
tbe General Assembly. V••ry resp<:'ctfully, • 

. W. B. LA~CASTER, C le rk Ho. Rrps. 
Mc~srs. Fa~rbnnk•, Tlnrntt, and A \'Pry was a ppointed a s imilar 

cotnmillr.e on thr. part of the Senate , whic h committee repo rted that 
they had prrformt>d the duty a ssigned the m, a nd that his .Exccll<:'ncy 
had no further communinnt ion to ma ke . 

?n motio~, l\~eSSJ-8. F a ir.ha nks, Tract'.V, and llfc Milla n, we re a p. 
potnted R comm11tee to wa1t upon the .H onse and infiorm that Lody 
that the S ,• nate W:\4 now rrady to adjourn sine die, which committee 
reported that thry had pcrfo~rnwd th!lt duty. 

A cummittcc fi·om the llousc infunncd the Scn:~to th!lt tho House 
wa~ ready to adjourn sine die. 

.\l r. T racey ha,·ing assum<:'d the Chair, t\Ir. Fairbanks oflc red tho 
follo winj.! : 

R esolt-cd, That th'c th11nks of thP. Se nate be tendered to thP H on, 
Dan if' I G. 1\fcLran, for the courteous Rnd i111partial mRnner iu \l'h ich 
he has u i.chttrgud the duties of pre,jding ollice r of this Lotly at its 
preAPnl ars~inn. 

\V hich was 11nanimously :1doptrd. 
Tho Prc~idcnt, on resuming the Chair, return<:'d the Srnnte his 

tha nks in a \'e ry a ltle anti eloque nt addresa for the tlatlt~ ring Ierma 
w ith whic h tlw y had be.-n pleased to regard him in the discl1nq; c of 
his rlutieo in the Cha ir. 

.l\1 r. A '""Y nflt.rt>d the f,,IJowing: 
R csnh 't'd. Tha t the chunks. of the Sena te ur" duf', and they are 

herPlo.1• tr ndc n •d to the Secretary, Asaistant S..crl'lary, Enrolling 
Cl!!rk. M•'"'' "ll"r, and Serj[ellnt<J~t .arms, for tbe prom1•t ami cflicir nt 
dill<'hnr!!" ,,f thrir IOY!'ral dutiea. 

W hid1 was 11111111imoualy adnJllt'd. 
On mntiun, the ~n11to nJjnurn~d lilt'- d;e. 

.\ttcst, C . ~V. DOW:'IiiSO, 

.'Wc-rtl•ry of tht' .~"''· 

I . 

REPORTS 
(JI-' CO)IMISSIO~ERS, IlE LATIVE TO TIIF. EST.\BLI::iH • 

l\IE~T OF A CO)JPLET.E ED UCATIO:\.U . S\'::i'J'E)f ; 

l:.'tr.Cl'Ttn: D r.r.(nT,n::-.T. ~ 
N o,·crnlo<'r :!G, 1'3 17. S 

f:cntlemcn of the S cuale 
uml of the llousc of Reprc.wtta:ir·c• : 

In con fomuity to a " l'rcnmble and Resolution rrlati1·r to the c~. 
tahlishmcnt of a complete EJucational System," appron'tl ll•·c~ ru. 
ll('r_:!.LJ.S·Hi-(sec pnmphit!l laws, ::J sc.,ion, I'· e:l)-llon.•. 0 . 
1\1 • .\,·ery a nd \\'alk<• r Anderson, were appointed li·01n tl.e \\'~.·t•• rn 
District; Wm. 1\l:lrl'in and Rc \', C . C . . \ dam.•, from t!u• S ou:i11'rn; 
B. F. Whitne r and J . E. Broome, Esq'<., fnHn the :\i iddl,·; and 
IJ.,ns. G . R. Fa irba nks a nd W. Forwnru, from tile Ea~t<>rn-lo r<'­
pur l upon the object in ,·j~w. I herewith tra n>mit t he Hr porls ut' 
three of the Commission, lion. \\' m. )Jan ·iu, W. For\\'arJ, auJ t.J . 
R. F airba nks, li•r the consideration of the G~n<:'ral .-\ssc rul,!y. 

\'cry rcsp••ctfu lly, 
W. D. 'IOSEI.EY. 

REPORT OF THE 11 0 :\. G. R. F.-\IRIL\:\K~. 

To his E scellency WrLLJA lt D. Mosnr.,·, 
' Gurernnr of Florida : 

Sm :-In pursuance of thr: appointmr~1t cflnfl•rrC'd upon me as one ~ 
of the Cvmmissionc rs rrln ti,·e to th<l cstaloli>hrrwnt c•f a Sntrm ot 
Common School•, unde r the n•mlution of the ( ;,.n,.a l .\ ,,;.mt.l,r of 
tl1is S ta te, adropt~J l),,c. :? l <t, JR IG, I report lo )·onr t ·:~c~ll<:'ncy >nch 
vie ws upon the suhj<:'ct cml.rac<'tl in >aiol n~·olut inn•, 3'i Ill.)' lirnit···l 
oppurtunitics f.tr examinali• .n han~ r naitlrd rue lo di:,!f'~t alllll'n·~•·11 t. 

'fhe fi rst ~JIIhjt •cl to be rt'porl<'d upon :\!' .~, . :-.;~natpf! in I :1P rc• ... ulntinu~ 
i•. " a plan li•r thr rst:LI,Ji,Jnu~nt ot' n :': .·tl'lll ot' I ·, nn:ro ·n :-:,.).,,,)., 
aJaptcd to tht>ir s<:'ction of thl' Sta le, \': it!J >ur·!l rPfltad:> ao; "'"." >rem 
to the m nrces$ary to a pC'rft-.ct C"OIIIjJrt'lal'u -iun ot' tlwir ,. j,·w~."' 

A ~uhjcct. toO cumrnclaPn'i'·'~ iu i l .. natur''· awi h:n·iu :.: '" irn jlllr~::r nt 
n. lJrarin:,: upnn the intrn·~li or" tl.•· ~"'"-' r, ... ; ; , •• t '• f :. !. • · l.mt·~al nf rt 

~ysCt•m uf education li,r its ti1' 11re cil il f'!l '", re '•\uin·' lit•' ,,., .... , p1nt: •nwl 
tluut::t l•t :uul tho .,,.,,, carclial rl'll••f'tiua alit iu n •.ri:.:: tliuu. l u uur 
prrs•·rat cuudition we l1:t\ .. t" \'•·r.' ' t laill;.! tu lhun~' ,,,. n•w.·, n11d \\ ith n •• 
oltl iu .. r it utiuu• ur c atniJlialat: d .. ~ ·••·•n• '" • hauc·-· ur ,,, •·t tur u. " t• n r•· at 

'! 
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ACCOMI' ANYING THE 

GOVERNOR'S · M.ESS·AGE. 

COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 

-- CoMPTROLLER's OFFICE, ~ 
Tallahassee, November I, I847. 5 

To his Excellency W. D. MosELEY, 
Governor of Florida : . 

Sm :-1 have the honor to transmit herewith my annuallleportt 
shewing the receipts and disbursements for the fiscal year ending 31st 
October, I847. 

Very :respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller. 

.. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ~ 
Comptroller's Office, Tallaha$see, Nov. I, 1847 • . 5 

To his Excellency WILLIAM D. MosEJ.EY, · 
Governor of Florida : 

SIR·:-In obedience to the requisition of the Jaw, I submit to you 
1he followi~g statement offhe disbursements and receipts at the Treas­
ury. for the fiscal year which closed on the 31st day of October, I847. 
The nmountof Warrants C:Jra wn on the Treasury for the 

year, · · 852,787 46 . 
Legislative Department. 

Pay of members of the General Assef'!lbly, Clerks, and 
other officers, ' 10,866 40 

Printing for the Se!!sion, 2,347 82 
Contingent Expenses, wood, stationery, &c., 339 06 

813,553 ' 28 
Executive Department. 

Salary of officers, 4,200 .00 
.Judiciary Department. 

Salary of 4 Judges, Attorney General and 
Solicitors, 9,300 00 

_lllililia. 
Salary of Adjutant and Inspector General, 500 00 

Printing Laws. 
Printing Laws & Reports of Supreme Court, 926 85 

. \ 
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· Census. 
.~mount due for ti.king census 1845, 

Supreme Court. 
Fees and per diem of Clerk, 

· Per diem of Sheriff and Servant hire, 
'contingent elpensea, 

Prosecuting Bania. 
Solicitor's fee for forfeiting charter Pensacola 

Bank, · 
Revenue Refunckrl. 

Am't refunded ner act General Assembly, to 
heirs ofN. Brush, 

St • . J01iph'1 Con~ion. 
:\m't pai4 B. Smith, per act of General As-

sembly 1846, - · 
· . Criminal PJ'08ecutioM • . 

Eaateru Circuit, 
Southern ... 
Middle , " 
\\'estern " 

Contingent E:r;pensu Courfs. 
Record Books, pay of Bailifii, Room rent, 
· Station~ry, &c., &c., 

Contingent Fund. 
~undry.dlsbunemeutr. by order of Governor, 
Advanced to United States, • • -
Expense and pay of Commissioners appoint-

ed to iettle the boundary lines between 

300 4G 

222 44 
157 50 
286 32 

8666 26 

50 00 

198 94 

327 24 

4,414 62 
1,195 69 
5,980 47 
3,442 77 
----

$15,033 55 

3,027 93 

1,432 62 
_,1 ,250 00 

1,212 00 

.. 

Georgia, Alabama, and-Florida, · 
83,894 62 
----852,78! 46 

RECEIPTS. 
The receipts into the Treasur1 for t~1e fiscal 

year 1847,'a.s per Treasurers rece1ptk filed 
in this offi'ce, amount to 

:From revenue due for 1845, 1,879 52 
" " " " 1846, 33,166 20 
" " " " 1847 6,589 30 
" , F ines and forfeitures,' 618 66 

· Licenses, 716 00 
·' Auction 'fax, - - - - - j 60 87 

This il.mount refunded by tho United · 
·States • .• 1, 61 05 
Sales ~f articles purchased for Com­
r.)is6ioDen of boundary lines, 60 00 

45,357 (if\-

3 

' By~ reference to the eipenditures c,f the last fiscal yl)ar, no materi~l . 
~iO'erence. w!ll be . found. in the .~x~naes of the State, except in the 
Item of crJmin,al prosecuhons, wh1ch 10 1846 amounted to t8;362 ,3l , 
1JUt which have cost the State fol( the present year the sum of815,033 55 . 
-to which add the conting~nt expen&!ls of Courts, 83,027 93, making 
the amount paid for criminal prcisecutiOJ!S and expenses of Courts, 
$18,061 48--:being an in~rease over the expenditur!IB 'of 1846, of 
nine thousand six hundred and ninety-nine dollars and seventeen 
cente, and exceeding the entire e1penljC!B of the Legislative Depart-
ment, $4,508 20. · · . · . 

By reference to the accompanying exhibit, (marked A,) it will IJe 
seen that in some of tile counties the expenses of criminal prosecu-
tions exceed the amount of taxes assessed therein. . 
The amount of cel'tificates outstanding 1st November, 1846, a~ p.er 

last rPport, - - • • 27,597 28 
.\mount certificates issued for the fiscal year, ending 31st 

October, 1847.,- 52,787 46 

Less Ibis amount paid into Treasury, 

.\mount outstanding liabilities, 
The taxes assessed for 1847 amount to 
Fl'om which the Treasurer has received 

80,3A4 74 
45,:357 60 

835,027 14 
$51,731 84 

6,589 :10 

45,142 54 
Deduct probable allowances of County Com-

missioners for collectin:r, assessing, insol-
vencies and 0\'ercha·:geS) . 9,000 00 

Due for the taxes of 1847, and payable 2:2d 
instant, • - • · 836,142 54 

.Amount still due for 1846, 3,480 30 
---$39,622 84 

Thus it ." 'ill be seen that the sum of thirty-nine thousand six hun­
dred and twenty-two dollars and eighty-four cents, is due for taxes and 
w~ich will all be .duA ?n tho 22d November; and if promptly' paid 
will be more than suffiCient to meet the payment of the entire amount 
of outstanding liabilities. 

N. P. BEMIS; 
Comptroller. 

OFFICE OF CoMPTROLLER OF J>uni.w Accou;sTs, ~ 
Tallahassee, Nov. I, 1847. 5 

T o his Excel!ency W. D. MosELEY, 
Governor of Florida : 

Sm :-I hal'e the honor herewith to present you a statement of my 
account, as Auditor of the T erritory of Florida, for the fiscal year 
ending 31st October, 1847. 

. . 
' 
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Am't Territorial Warrants outstanding as per last report, 816,922 67 
Issued si11ce that time, 52 50 

----Total amount issued, 
By this lli;TJOU~t paid to Buckingham Smith, 

by a Warrant on the State Treasury, per 
ac! of General Assembly last session, 

This amount received on ac't fines and tor­
fcitures due Territory, 

$16,975 17 

327 24 

403 30 
.,790 60 

L iabilities of the Territory, $I6,I84 57 

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller. 

E.tnimr A. Account expense Criminal Prosecutions, and ea:pe11se ()( 
Courts in the several Counties. 

Escambi"a.. County, 
Santa Rosa " 
\-Va ll on 
\Vashington " 
Jackson " 
Calh n11 n 
.Fmnldin . " 
Gar!sdcn " 
J.eon 
\\'akulla " 
Jefferson 
)[adison 
H amilton 
Columhia · 
.\lach1H\ 
)far ion 
Du1·a l 
::it. J ol:ns 
~assn u 
Monroe 

" 
" •.. 
" 

Orange , 
Hillsborqngh " 
lle ut on 
Sr. Luc ie 

II A)I 'T T AXLS 11.-\ .:.\l'T. p' o. t 'O.R 
AS!-<J.:S!'ED. CRDI. PRO!". 

II 
$:.!,,179 5ull 81,116 u5 

900 38 800 21 
GOl 30 410 89 

II 
5-!0 081/ 185 511 

3,085 14 6:27 ,j(j 

-10-t 4-t/1 135 00 
5,618 05 1, ll8 05 

II 
-20jl "611 3,232 07 1~:5_ 6;) ~7 I,430 70 
I H 28 {);J.J 73 

II. ~J~~ ~~~~~· !;~ ~~ 
. 758 14 48() 33 

II 
~:~~~ g~/·1 1,~~! ~-~ 

• 1,194 78 911 83 

II ;:~~~ ~;II I,~~~ ~~ 
I 932 10 75 5o ~ 

II 
1,3-!7 13

11 
G-17 27 

7I2 7-l l IG9 03 

I 366 72 5"" 43 :!. 458 OS 

II S5I,73I 8-111 SIS,~ 

5 
. \ . . 

TREASURER'S REPORX .. 

TREASURER's On·rcJ:, ~ 
, • . Tallaha~see, Nov. 18, i847; 5 
I o h1s Excellency W. D. MosELEY, · · 

Got-ernor of Florida : 
Sm :-1 have the honor herewith to hand you a condPnsed sta·tt!­

mc nt of my account as Treasurer of the State for the Fiscal yl':fr, · 
Ili47, (marked A.) by which it will be seen that tbere have heen re . 
c~ ivcd into the Treasury, during the year, fi·om all sources of re~eiluf', 
forty.fi,ur thousand one hundred and thirty.six dollars and filiy,fi~e 
cents. ($44,I36-55;") and that tweh·e hundred and twenty.one dolla~s 
and five cents, ($I221 05) have bcea refunded to the 'i'rcasury, lor 
money tempora,:ily adr~nced out of the Contingent Fund-making 
the amount rece1ved·dunng the year forty.fi1•e thousand three hundred 
~nd filiy-seven dollars and sixty cents, ($45,357 60,)-to which add 
hve thousand and seven hundred and twenty.ei,.ht dolla rs and ninety 
cents, remaining in the Treasury on the first day of No1·ember, I84G, 
Juakes the amount of$.)I,OS6 50, from which deduct $47,308 40, thw · 
payments out of the 'I'1easury for Hl47, J.,aves a balance in the 
TrPasury on the first day of .November, 1847, of$3,75;) 10. I also 
hand you my account with the Tallahassee Fund, (marked B.) Tbe 
resources of this fund are nearly exhausted, except the donation frorn 
C~m;ress of Eight Sections bfl;'ln~, for the ·purpose of fixing thll_Seat · 
ot G01·ernment of the State. flus land hns to be located befol·e jt 
<:an IJe made al·ailablc f<Jr the p~yment of the demands 3"ainst th•e 
ti111d. I would recommend that a law be passed ro aulhorize the 
Treasurer and Commissioner to sell the ri"ht of locatio ,., this land as 
it would enable him to make a spePdy and flnal sctrleme;t of this fi,'nd, 
and gi1·e to the creditors their money that has been so long due them. 

Respectfully your Ob't. Sen·'t., 
BENJAMIN llYRD, State Treasurer. -( .-\.) TnE STATE OF FLORID.~, -in Account Current u·itli BzxJ.\MI:'I' 

BYim, Treasurer. 
1847. Du. 
.\'ov. I-To cash paid on Treasury Certificates dur. 

ing the Fisca.l year I84i, · 
B alance ofCasa in the Treasury this day, 

$47,308 4() 
3,7•i5 10 

~51,086 50 184(). 
-~OV, 

. Cn. 
~-ny cash on hand tllis day, in the Treasury, $5,728 90 

" " rec'd on Auction Tax for 
. I 846, 376 58 

" " " " Fines and Forfci. 
lures for 18-17, 618 66 

" " " " P t>(llar's Licenses 
for I SH, I i..IJ 75 

J 
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" " " " Retailers of Li. 
quors for 1847, 336 00 

" " " " Revenue for 1845, 1879 52- 3,369 ~1 
" '' " " Licenses on Sun. 

·" " " " Auction Tax for 
1847, 88 29 

" " " " Re¥enue for 1847, 6, 89 30 

drieJ for 1847, l23 25 

... " " " " " 1846, 33, 66 20-40,767·04 
" " " from the United Stall's, 

on account of money advanced 
on the Arms, as general a\·er. 
age, by the brig Gen. Wilson, 
\\:reeked on her passage from 
)icw York to St.•Marks, in Oc. 
tobcr, 1846, 1161 05 

~cceived from . Gov. l\loscley, for 
a wagon purchased for the use 
of the Commissioners to estab. 
)ish the Georgia, Alabama, and 
Florida line, and not used by them, 60 00- 12:.!1 (1!'1 

851,08fi [>U 
18-l';-::"<dv. 1-By balance on . hand in the Treasury 

this da\' . sa,7f>fl 10 
E. E.-Treasurer's Office: Tallahassee, 1st Nov. 18-17. 

DENJAi\11~ BYRD, State Trcasurt' r. 

( B.) TuE T.uL.\Il.\SSEE Fu:m, in Account Curre111 trilh BE:-oJ.Htll\ 

BYRD, Treasurer. 

J :;-lti. DR. 
)i u \', :;.,-To cn~h paid W. H. Brockenbrougl., 

of account of R. A. Shine's ae. 
count against the- Tallahas~ee 
Fund, agrl.'eal>ly to his contracts for 
building the Capital in 1840, per 
\'ouchcr 1, 

llcc. 1 :!-To cash paid Joseph Branch, per re. 
ce:ipt, voucher 2, 800 00 

. To cash paid S. S. Sibley, bill print. 
ing, \'oucher 3, 7 00 

T o cash paid H. Archer, per receipt, 
voucher 4, 8 ·14 

81-170 00 

. To cash paid H. R. W. Andrews, per 
receipt, voucher 5, -~-~ 00-

Dec. _21-J. W: Lc\·inus' draft.in.fa\'Or ofR. A. · 
Shine, per \'Oucher 6, 162 00 

To J. :\. Edmonrlson'3 bill, \-oucb"r 7, 125 00 
To J . .\. Edmondson bill, voucher 8, 1::? 00--

1841. Jan. 5-To balanceR. A. Shine's dr~ft in 
faTor of T. :Bar!lard, vouche~ 9, . · 128 ()0 

16-To Charles Peck's bill, voucher.IO; 10 QO. 
To S. S. Siblej's\bill printing, vouch­
, er 11, 2 00 

10 oo-.- 1;;o oa 
I ·so 25-To J. T. Archer's bill, vouclie' 12, 

Fcb'y 5-To M. D. Papy's· bill, Toucher 13, 
Ma'b 22-To R. A. Shine, as per receipt, 

voucher 14, . · 102 ·so 
April 2-To J. A. Edmondson, per receipt, 

voucher 15, 41 00 
7-To J. & L. 0. Branch, per receipt, 

voucher 16, 294 31-- 439 31 
May 15-To C. A. Nash's bill, per receipt, 

voucher 17, 35 00 
3 00 Aug. 3-To J. A. Edmondson's bill, voucher 18, 

Oct. 15-To,T:lrafizell, per receipt, voucher 19, 
:"Jov. 17-To commissions for collecting'82822 

43 25- 81 :25 

41c, I! per cent, 42 38 
To commissions for paying amount, 

$2739, I! per cent, 41 08- 83 .u 
To balance on hand in Union Bank 

of Florida money, this day, 87 00 

$2!J0!) 41 

1846. OR. 
Octr. 30-By balance on band this day, 847 05 
!'ioT. 23-By cash received, of W. H. Brocken. 

brough, for the following lots sold 
him, viz : 32 lots in the S. W. -! 
sec. 6, T. S.-1, Range 1, South ami 
F.ru;•, a;l for $1200 00 

By lots l\os. 1, 7, 8, 10, 16, 17, 18, 
~5 and 32, aU iu S. E. quar. sec. 
tion 1, Township 1, Range 1, S. 
and W, a 8 :JO, 270 00-1470 00 

Dec. 12.-Received for lots No. 21, S. E. t sec. 
1, T. 1, R . 1, S. and W. 26 00 

For the following lots in S. W. t sec. 
1, T. S . 1, R. 1, S . and W • 

No. 2, to H. R. W. Andrews, 51 00 
" 4, " " " " " :n oo 
" 6, " " " " " . 50 00 
.. 7, u " " " " 51 ou 
.. 10, " .. " " " 51 00 
" 12, " R. A. Shiue, 5 1 00 
"· 14, " " .. " 51 00 
" Ui, " " " " 60 00- 4::?2 00 

1>:17. ~an. 2-By cash rec'd. of F. Hoc, 011 ac. 
count judgment~ in Leon Cir. Court, 50 00 

~!0-By cash receivC'd . of .-\. A. Fisher, 

) 
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Sheriff of Leon County, for nctt 
salt's of lot No. 22, soltl under ex e. 
cut ion, in favor of the Treasurer \'s, 
John Shaw's Administrators, Lot 
in S. E . t s~>ction I, '1'. S. I, R. I, 
S. and W, $30 00-costs I5 75, I4 25> 

For nett sales on lot No. I5, S. E. ! 
Sec. I, T. S.1, ·R.I, S. and W. un­
dt>r e:tecution in fa1·or of the Trea. 
surer and Commissioner, vs. J. B. 
Brown, sold for $45; cost I3 93, 

For nett sales of 7 lots in the ori"inal 
plan ofTallahassee, under a d:cree 
in Chancer,v, and an agreement 
with H. !\I. Breckenridge's agents, 

31 07 

in •atisf.'lction in full of executions, 
sold for $376; costs 32 27, 343 73- 439 Of1 

7-Bv cash receivl!d for D. B. Butler's 
'three notes, gi1·en for lot. No. I09, 
in the North Addition of Tallahas-
.&ee, for the purchase money, 1·iz :­

I Note due 7th April, I 829, 
I Note due 7th April, I 830, 
I Note due 7th April, I 831, 

· Interest on the abo1·e Notes from 7th 
April, I 830, the a1·erage time they 
became due to date, 

31-By cash rrceivcd of F. Hoc, on ac­
count of Judgment in Leon C. C. 

11-lly cash · recei1·ed of F. Hoc, on ac. 

48 !jQ~ 

48 5Gl 
48 56} 

148 61- .29! 21 

30 00 

· count of Judgment in Leon C. C. IO 00- 40 00 
17 -Cash received for balance prin~ipal J. ' 

,n. De Coree's note; dated the 4ilt 
J\fay, 18.J.O, and due lsi 1\Jarch, 
I 8.J.1; re-::ei1·ed in bills of the Union 
Bank of Florida, agreeaLly ·to an 
act of the General Assembly for 
the relief oi' sa id De Dorce, ap-
JlfOYed :!5th Dec. I84G, , 
Pw tcst of note in the Union Bank, 
Illtercst on said note. 

·Cash i·ccc iYed of F. Hoc, in fioll fiJr 
judgment in Leon Circuit Court 
against said l!oc, agrceahly to a 
resolution of the General Assembly 

35 75 
:l uo 

48 25- Fi7 00 

ed 25th Dec. IS.J.G, . IIO Of'l 
for t!. e r .. lief of said Hoc, appro1-.:----~ 

S29U!J 41 
1 !.t 7. :\ 01·. I7 -Br !Jalancc on han·d in hills of the 

. Unio.n Bank of Florida, this day, 3137 eo 
E . E.-Treasurer's OJficc, Tallahassee, lith JYov. 18·17. 

B. l.lYitD, Tr~asurcr ami Commissioner. 
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REPORTS·· 
OF COMI\IISSIONERS, kEiA'J'IVE TO THE miTABLISH. 

' ' 
MENT OF A COMPLETE EDU.CATIONAL SYSTEM. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTHENT, ~ 
November 26, 1847. S 

Gentlemen of tl1e Senate 
and of the HOU8e of Repruentativu : 

,In conformity to a" Preamble and Resolution relative to the es. 
tablishment of a complete Educational System," approved Decem. 
ber 2I, 1846-=(se6 pamphlet laws, :ld seaaion, p. 83)-Hons. 0. 
M. Avery and Walker Anderson, were appointed from the Western 
District; Wm. Marvin and Rev. C. C. Adams, from the Southern; 
B. F. Whitner and J. E. Broome, Esqs., from the Middle; and 
Hons. G. R. Fairbanks and W. Forward, from the Eastern-to re. 
port upon the object in view. I herewith transmit the Reports of 
three of the Commission, Hon. Wm. Marvin, W. Forward, .and G. 
R. Fairbanks, for the consideration ofthe General A5sembly. 

Very respectfully, 
W. D. MOSELEY. 

REPORT OF THE HON. G. R. FAIRBANKS. 

To his Excellency WrLLIAil D. MosELE·Y, 
Gavernor of Florida : 

Sm :-In pursuance of th~ appointment conferred upon me as one 
of the Commissioners relative to the establishment of a System of 
Common Schools, under th'e resolution of the General Assembly of 
this State, adopted Dec. 21st, I840, I rPport to your Etcellency such 
views upon the subject embraced in said Resolutions, as my limited 
opportunities for examination ha1·e enabled me to digest and present. 

The first !object to be reported upon as designated in the resolutions 
i!, "a plan for the estaLHshment of a System of Common Schools, 
adapted to their section Of the State, with such remarks as may seem 
to them necessary to a pe1rfect comprehension of their views.'' 

A subject 110 comprehensive in its nature, and having so important 
a bearing upon the interests of the State as the e>tablishment of a 
system of education for its future citizens, requi'res the most profound 
thought and the most careful reflection and inl'estigation. In our 
present condition we' ha1·e every thing to frame de novo, and with no 
old institutions or established ~ystcms to change or overturn, we are at 

2 
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liberty to deduce from the experience of the past and the conditiOD 
ol the systems at present in operation elsewhere, such a system as 
will afford the best promise of a successful result. 

No organization of a plan of common schools has ever been estab. 
.lished in this ·state since its transfer from Spain to the United Statea. 
The spat;se populati·on and Indian hostilities, which for so long a period 
unsettled the country, rendered it impracticable to effect further than 
10ome eqdeavor to preserve the donations given by the Federal Gov. 
erument 'for the purpose of future application to this object, and .ig 
conseqpence the present state of education among us is lamentable 7 
a fc\v (\'cry few) private schools are sustained in some of the more 
thickly settled portions of the State, and even these irregularly kept 
and limited in their ·operation, while the great mass of the people are 
without schools or any means of education. The earlier settlers of 
th<l couittry, 'mr.ny of them have grown into manhood withm:t educa. 
tion, and their families o:re growing up around them in like destitu. 
tion. . 

But the consequences of this almost total want of the means of in. 
~truction · have scarcely yet begun to be de,·eloped. 1\Iost of our ag. 
ricu ltural population have come but recently from the older Stutes of 
thll Union; and ha,·e themselves, as well as their elder children, E'n­
joyed son'Je means of instruction, but the children of the present day 
arc growing up in ignoranc~, and will in a few years. form a la~~c 
portion of the adult population, and we shall then pamfully reauac 
our present unfortunate condition. To arrest the contin~ance a~d 
Jin1inish the evil of this state of things, prompt and energetic effort ll 
necessary. 
· The Common School, as it is termed in this country, is supposed to 

·t,<J that system of imparting scholastic instruction which shall com. 
· monee at the foundation of society and embrace all alil;e, which has 

lor its motto and idea, that knowledge, ~ike the -l'tir we breathe, was 
intended ·by the creator as t·he heritage of all . The Common School 
then is the people's, the whqle people's school,. and ev~ry. citi.ze.n, no 
matter how high ·or how humble, has an equal llllurest 111 1t; 11 IS the 
cradle of rept~ulicanism in contradistinction to aristocracy or exclu. 
si rc1iess- it should then centre in it all the afli!ctions, the hopes, and 
!he interests of the whole people. · 

Jj.,(i.Jre proceeding to make any remal);s upon a system of e<luca. 
. tiuu, it will lie necessary to examine into the means in our possession 
' ,;Jr the suppofr'of any >ystcm, for based upon the extent of such means 
'""! rcsollrCI!S must any system which may be proposed, IJe founded. 

Cuu" rcss hliS wisely and . bcncticcntly set apart in tltiti and all new 
8tates,

0

0!IC thirty-sixth of its pu!Jlic domain aS a ltllld for the UCnCfif 
of C•Hrunon :Schools. This has uccu done !Jy the Jcsignation of the 
l0•h ~t!ctiun in e\·ery township as set apart fo1'-pw:poscs of cducatior. 
1~ t.lw us~ oft ~1e i•.lllal,itants residing wi~hinthe res~~c!irc ~?wnship 
'J l:rs dcs1g nal1on 111 the Western :111d ~orthern Sia s, 0\\ 1ng t,o th 
a \c ra"e· quality of land in towuships, has probahly u •en an availab1 

:...id i 1~ support of Common Schools; but in this ~tate where tl: 

\o' 
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greatest inequality prevails in the value of the lands, and where large 
portions of the country are absolutely worthless, it' must !>e self-ev-ident 
that the eatablishint>nt of Commo!l Schools to be supported by sucli 
aid, must be impossible. In\ r.eference to the diffictilties attendant 
upon the adhering to the limi~ation of diese School Sections to the 
eole use and benefit of the re'spective townships, the valuable. and in; 
teresting report of the President of the Board of Trustee's of Semi- · 
nary Lands for the year 1846, contains the following. forcible ideas: . 

"'!he Board believe that there is a .radical defect in .the ·di!position . 
required by law to be made of the Common School Fund arising 
from 16th Sections. The Act of Congress of 3d)~farch, 1845, ,;rant, 
ing these lands to Florida is very precise in con-fining the benefit of. 
~ach 16th Section to the inhabitants of the township in which it .Jies. 
No\'1' as regards the settlement and population of the country, this 
<liYision into townships is perfectly arbitrary. They are ofien frac. 
tiona) or divided_b..r.river swamps or county lines, which prevent them 
from becoming conveniPnt school districts. Four.fifihs of the 16th 
Sections may he estimated as worth nothing. It generally happens 
t~at the most valuable of them are surrounded by large bodies o(fer. 
11!': lands owned by persons \Vho need no public aid to educate their 
chtldre!J,. while the poorer population who require such aid are u8u. 
ally a;cattered about on thinner lands where the School Section is of 
no ml·ue. The operation of the present law, therefore; is to provide 
fcJr a school fund for the rich and withhold it from the poor." . 

In addition to the reasons thus set forth, it may be remarked that 
any disposition of the lands held in Ruch manner, if left ~o the man. 

, ~gement of the inh~bitan'ts of the. respective townships, must, judg. 
tng fi·om past experience, lie ~ons1dercd, as far as any realization of 
rents or inco.me (r~m ~hese land~ is concerned, almost ·hopelt>ss.;-
1\Joreover, th1s hm1talion looks only to the benefit to Le derived to · 
townships already inhabited, and loclcs up· from any available pur. 
pose the school section in all unoccupied townships, and this at a 
time when we need every aid to support any system of public in. 
struction which \'l'e r:nay es!aljJish. Partially settled to\'l'nsbips can 
make no u!e of the1r st>cl1or'l, and no school can be cstaulished, 
founded upon this aid, until an extensive settlement of the country. 

In order, then, to hiwe the means to support a system of Common 
Schools, one oftwo things must be done : Either to consolidate these 
school lands, by sale, into one common fund, 'and make use of the 
income, or their almost entire support must be derived from a system 
of dir<>ct taxation. That the first is, by far, the most jndicious plan, 
wi:J prohal•ly be conceded by a larrre majority of our c itizens • ami 
it is to he hoped that the patriotisn;' of such as fed thPmselve~ uv 
·their good forllme, benefitted hy such a limita tion, of th11 sixte~nth 
section, will lead them to cast aside the ir trifling personal interests 
for the common weal. 

Should th is course be adopted, ns I do not doubt but that it will, a 
respecta)>le fund could he immediately availalJ!e; and th is shou ld be 

. .a.ugment~d, by requiring all lands ad,·ertised for sale for tares, upoa 

J 
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which the amount due is not bid, to Le bld in by the State, and ad. 
ded to its. Education Fund. Fines, forfeitures and escheated estates, 
should-also be added, to increase this fund. 

To the citizen of another State, desiring to emigrate hither, the 
first inquiry is, as to the means of educating his children. No con. 
sideration is of greater importance, and doubtless the utter destitu. 
tion of Schools is a bar and preventive, of no ordinary character, in 
the way of our receiYing in our midst, as emigrants, a large and in. 
fluential class of intelligent and substantial citizens. We shall then, 
in a most .important point of view, consult not only our future, but 
our present interests, by speedily establishing a judicious and well 
digestQd system of Common Schools. 

The nature of the education rertuisite for the citizens of a country 
like ours, can scarcely be o1·cr estimated. It is, to make citizen3 
·who shall enter upon the duties of life, prepared to fully appr,eciate 
the form ofGo.vernment undt•r qvhich they live, and the blessings of 
the instituiions under whose shadow they have grown up; capable of 
understanding and perftlcting the details of government, and or 
bringing to bear upon e1·ery condition and situation in life, the fruits 
of science, intelligence, and refined mental culture. The moral 
education and culture which he rcceh·es, should gi1·e e1·ery aid 
which can be. brought to bear upon the human mind, to raise the 

J standard (If virtue, and make the good citizen and the good man. In 
our go1·ertiment, where the opinion of the people forms the rule of 
action, it ··is more particularly t)eCC'ssary that the embryo citizen 
should, by ,:irtuous training, become, as he steps forward into man. 
hood, intercsteri in the cause of truth and good go,·e rnmetll-a sup. 
porter and sustainer, not a Yiolator, of the laws of •he land. Ho 
should be tau ,.ht the dignity of his position, as one of a race destined 
by Pro1•iJenc~. to peculiar and gre~t purpqses, in the regenc_ration of 
t~e world; . i\o system of education can be pcrf.!ct, wluch stops 
short of these requi sites. , 

A system which shall accomplish all we desire, would bC', indeed, 
a glorious ach,ievement to the State which should adop~ and carry !t 
into efft!ct. The present resources of our State, applrcahle to thrs 
object, will-not enable us to carry into eflect thest' g lowing asp ira. 
lions of our hear-ts, but we should keep our 1·iew always directed to 
the hi •; hest'cxcellence, so that each step, which, with our feeble and 
limited resources, we are enabled to take, shall be in 'the right di . 
rection, that out· prog ress may not ha1·e to .be ret raced, by wayward 
or irre o-ular action. We can accomplish, pe rhaps, but little now, 
compar~d to \\:t'at we wish; but, hy a well digest!'d plan, we may 
look forwai·d trustingly to the period, when the outline si;C'tched in 
our mind 's C'Y~'• may be tilled out, and our anticipations realized. 

It would be interestin" and instructi1·e, to rc ,·iew the sereral sys­
tems ~f School instructi~n, adopted and carried into C'f!ect, both in 
Europe at.rd this country, and to compare tlreirrr~ctical workings 
with each other, !Joth in reference to the amount an na ture of tho 
instruction. imparted, and its effect upon ciril institu tons; hut the 

"• 

limits to which I have resiricted myself, forbid so extensive a re" . · 
search. . From a c~omparison of these various systems, I find · none 
which I de?m suited, in· all respects, to a coun!ry so peculiarly situa. 
ted as Flortda. , · · . 

With a view to immedi~e 1141d efficient practical operation, our 
Stale rt'quires a system exceedingly ·simple in its organization, dis. 
tinct in its features, and adapted to the comprehension of our Citizen• 
and the character of the country, and it should also be such as to ad; 
mit of gradual extension and aUJelioration without requiring re.organ~ 
ization or material change. Ill conformity with these views, I pre;; 
sent the following sketch and outline of such a system. · 

I . OFFICIAL ORGANIZATION, 

Upon the proper arrangement and harmonious action of the rna. 
chinery of management and control, depends, in a great degree, the 
cf!iciency of any system, and two defects exhibited in the past expe­
rience of others arc to be avoided, namely: the muliiplicity of man. 
agers and the want-of connexion and accountability. It is proposed, 
therefore, that the entire general management and direction of the 
School System should he committed to one ind ividual, to be styled 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, which may he a separate ·office, 
as in Michigan, or attached to the office of Secretary of State, as in 
New York, or perhaps still more judiciously connected with the Reg. 
ister of l'uhlic Lands. To this officer should be confided the con. 
trot of the School Fund, the mode of instruction, and the practical · 
details of the system. · 

Subsidiary to this officer, the re. should be appointed, in each Coun. 
ty Ly the lloard of C:ounty Commissioners, a County Superintendent. 
'fhia officer should he under the direction of the State Superinten. 
dent, and be liable to have his office vacated by the State Supe_rin. 
tendent for negligence or mismanagement. The County Superil)­
tendent should ha\·e the management of tbe School Fund in his 
County. He should be required to lay off as man'y School Districts 
in his County as the proximity of population may require, without 
on the one hand embracing. too large an area, or on 'the other pia. 
cing too small a number of .families within a district. E ach district 
should be known by its number, and new districts should Le laid off 
by him when necessary. He should hire the tt>achers, and fix the 
rate of their compensation, and the payment from the State and 
County Fund should be pa id through him. He should he required 
to have a personal supervision over all the schools of his County, 
have the decision of all questions relating to the schools, subject to 
appeal to the State Superintendent. H e should be rt>quired to rt>port 
annually to the State Supcrintendl'nt the number of schools, the time 
kept, the number of scholan in attendance, and the amounts appro. 
priated, and such other information as the State. Superintendent a~all 
direct. H e should be required to give a bond, and his term of office 
•hould not be less than two years. 

In each School District three persons should be biennially elected 
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as School Trustees, whose duty it should ' be to act in concert with 
the County Superintendent in all matters relating to their district : 
they should be required to provide a suitable building, at the expense 
of the district, to apportion, and cause to be collected, the school 
rates, and pay ·over the same, and .such other duties as may be pre. 
11cribed ; one of their number should act us collector, and any two 
be empo,\\:ered to act. · · 

I have thus, I believe, distinctly set forth all of the officers neces. 
11ary ~o a School System, suited to the present Ctlndition of our popu. 
lation, and have made it a matter of especial care to encumber it 
with as few officers as possible. 

II. ME~XS OF SUPPORT. 

In a preceding portion of this report, I ha\·e con.sidered the ~ro­
priety llf a consolidation of the proceeds of the S1xteenth Sect!ons 
for the formation of a School Fund, and I proceed upon the bas1s of 
supposing such a disposition .of these la.nds to be made. ·~·~is fund, 
&mall at first, will grudomlly mcrrase w1th c\·en greater rapithty than 
our increase of population, and the income deri\·ed from it will soon 
reach a 'respectable amount, while, on the other hand, unlcas so con. 
aolidated·, ' it will prove unavailable and useless. . . 

In aid'nf this fund some few .contingent sources of mcome moght 
be added. · But it is not to be expected that the· interest of this fund 
alone will support our whole Common School Systrm. E\·cn New 
York with a school fund of two millions raises an equal amount to its 
income by direct taxation, besides the school ral t>s. R~odr. Island 
1\•ith a population of 109,0()(1 pays for schools above SJO,OOO per 
.annum, derived principally from taxation. The inte;~st upon .the 
school fuild of Alabama is sasyoo per annum) I~o .. llsoana do' \'OII'S 
from the State Treasury about SJO,OOO per annum ; I cnnes~ec aiJout 
6122 000: • 

In 'order t~ sustain a system of Common Schools, it will be n!'CPS· 
&ary to proddc aduitional resources beyond the mere incom.r ?f the 
,chool fund . for tltis purpose the lloard cf Cmmty Comnuss1oners 
in Pach County should be rPqnired to appropriate from the county 
funds, for the st.ipport of schools within the county, an ·amount equal 
111 least to the amount rccci\·cd by such, county from the Common 
.School Fund 0., the State. 

The Trustees of each School Di~trict should !Je required to csti. 
mate the ·amo•Jn.t which will be requirNI to pay the wages of the 
teacher, and a~sesi the halance not pro\·ided for by the amounls re. 
ceived fron1 the State and County Fund.> upon the inha!,itants of snch 
district in proport ion to the number of chiluren sent by e:tch, exerr_Jpl­
i•ig fi·om' such asst•ssment such as are too poor tlryh'l~the1r P!·uporll.on, 
the right of e \·ery chihl in the land to the means o L.ocati<JII be1nf! 
fully ·recorrn ised. The expense of scho'll houses, &c shou!d he p111d 
entirely try the dist rict, ami ~lu! · T~nlsl!'es should. le~·.v a tax fur such 
purpose to IJe . \'OI!'d .b,Y the 111hab.'ta?ts of th e. chstm:t, and should .he 
"'!sled with· the rrq111s1te pow!'l's fur It s collectiOn. 
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The amQunts received from the Comrri~n Sch~_ol .l"~nd and from 
l~e County Treas.ury sh~uld <be by the County Superintend~nt appor." 
t1oncd ~mong the. seTeral ·schoql districts of his county, · a~cording to 
the number of children between the. ages of sii and sixteen withlli 
the re&pecti.t>e districts. . · · ' 

III. TEACIIERS. · 

The next branch of our subject t~ which our attention aliould be · 
directeu, is the source for procuring teach1us willing and competent. 
to und~rtake. the management of our Schools-a difficulty striking. · 
l.r. ob\·wus .'" ~~~- our Southern States, in the agricultural dis­
tncts. U ntd wllhm a few years the education of children has beeu . 
d~e?Ied ~ccessary to be confided to the stern sway and scholasiic dis­
Cipl.me ot rna?, .and the s~ho~Jlmaster has been an expressive term to 
designate a-r~g-td unbendmg characte,r, an autocrat within his limited 
dominion, and with the association of· whom and of his domain little 
was reca!led in after liftJ that was pleasant or attractive. Th~t day 
bas happ•.ly passed away, and the present generation of our favored · 
land recen·e the dulcet streams of inward lirrht with kind teacbin!!B 
an~ clunb th~ hill of kno\~·ledge hy more flo~·ery paths. " ' 

fhe e~penence of continental Europe, and of this countrv has es. 
tablished that for the Common School the employment of ihe aentle 
band which has instilleu the first lights-of knowicdge, of reve;ence, 
and of truth, should continue to rruide the mind in its reacbin<rs and 
strugglings for science, and tliat rhe education of children sh~ld be 
committed to woman, and to man's stern sway ·should be committed 
only more atlvanced IPamers. 

That wo~an is b?tter c~nstituted Ly nature for the mana'gernen~ 
and educatiOn of children, IS a truth evidenced to us too plainly to 
n.ced a? argument. That th~ education of childron is her just pro~ 
vmce;. IS ~ truth that we are JUSt learning to appreciate. Her kind 
and W1nn1ng example-her patient appreciation of .the nature of the 
young mind-her apt skill in turninrr to au\·antarrc all its shades and 
IE'nd~nc i.es-hcr mild and equal swa)•, and her s~perior tact in com. 
mun1catlllg truth by precept and comparison, place her far beyond 
ma.n as an instructor. There is, moreo\·c r, and it• importance is in • .' 
cstuuaL!e, the. refinement of mind and deJ!eacy of thou!!ht communi •. 
cated, the fcclmg of respect for her sex, anu the purity which excludea 
eril anu inspires good. J 
. T~w eonsitlcration of these admntages is important io us in inves~ 

t1gatmg the source from which we shall obta in .teache rs for Common 
l:;ch~ols . Male teachers in the Southern country are seldom to be 
obta1~cd, b~cause othe 1· branches of enterpriic and employment ab. 
sorb lmmedmtt•!y all whose education and capacity would render suit. 
able teachers, but such is not the case with females, who are more·· 
generally educat•' u, who acC]uire more rapidly, and to whom other 
ave.nue~ ~f ?mployment are not opt"n, and the small compensation 
wh1ch 1t IS 111 our power to pay teachers, cou!J not secure the servicer. 
of male teachers, while it would be gladly accepted by fe.m.tles fully 
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runopt'lo·ut lor tlo<' Woork of in•lrurrion. Th• •urn n( ll 'l to fl ~· j' : .' 
'"" ""' 1,. • '·•rn r,, ,,.,, ~ llljiiJ >UIIil' ll!fttiO IM!CtUe jiOIId litftMie teac:lte~ 
In tlte ~ot11M!rn &lte1, and,..,. .. ~.~, would loe en llere, alld tlte a•er. 
ap e1pe- of •lflll0t1111- nell eci!Oul j;Jf' tile 1f111C1e ol •ltlll mn~~tlte 
would 11tot ••e.oed t'rutn 1100 to 11~2'1 per ana._, a 111111 wltllla tile 
,.... .. nll'an• o( ner1ee111t!meat eu1Rc:leat11larp (ur a echo! dlt. 
lrlet, alltl relltlerllll( lnunedlatel1 pnldieable floe nraanliatiOII o( our 
c·-l!teltoolt .., tile IMtruc:tlotl n( .... ei!Hdr .... r to.da,. In 
tile lttall! o( Ma-c:IIIMtltiUr tlte rear 18.al, there were eeuo ••ell. 
ere •"''•lo,ed. o( wbom nearl7 f1t0 tAinh were (emalee. 

rv. X01111 OP I:"'ITJIUCTIO!'f, IIOOtU, &~. 

T1tc mo.lo of inllruc:tion, the .cudiee to be poi?auecl, and the tell 
bookato bo u~ed, abould he under the general ehargo and ad1·iaement 
uf tbe Superintomdent of l'ublic lnatilutiona. 

I have thue gone through with the outline of a School System, 
which I deem tKJited to the present actual condition and state of the 
count~1· and adapted to our necessities and means, and such a one as 
1 belie1·e could be placr.d in immediate practical operation without its 
aupport becoming onerotH upon the people. I have not profe-ssed to 
aim at perfection or to accomplith all that would be desirable if great­
er means were at hand; but we must look at :ltings as thl'y are, and 
education is a thing which cannot be delayed-each year that passes 
l•y carrie• on to the atage of life its tllll'dueatcd tliousands, unfitted to 
r ightly appreciate and enjoy the blessiugs of liberty. It is better, or 
at least witer, then to do something now than to await the fruition of 
some more extensi1•e or nobler scheme-the present first demand• 
our care. Refi•re closing this portion of my report, I may here re­
mark, that the phraseology of the resolution under ~·hich we act seems 
to contemplate a necessity of different systems existing in different 
portions of the State, but I cannot see the necessity while I foresee 
m~ny objections to eoch a difference of systems. I would gladly as­
sent to any system which could be so arrapged as to embrace within 
its pro1•isinns the means of edYcation to every single child within our 
State; but this I am conscious is impPssil•le, without an immense fund 
to supply the means, and el'en then it is doubtful if tlie supply of teach. 
ere n~ccssary for ao extensive a plan could be procured, but in our 
present circumstances an1 plan looking to a greater extension of 
the means of education than can be accomplised by local schools, ia 
impracticable-, for these reasona: In a sparael1 settled country like 
this, in order to rf.'ach many of the isolated and detaclied families, one 
of two plans must be re~orted to-either to send: a teacher to the 
scholars or collect them at a distance from their several homes about 
thf.'ir teacher. In the one case a very great supply of"teacherswo.uld 
be neceuary, if any thing like continul'd instruction was aimed a:, 
and no other species of instruction could be of much value, or in the 
other, the expense of supporting the pupils away from their homea 
would be 1·er1 great, and would be otherwise objectionable-both 
plana being cxce.edingly expeush·e, and requiring greater meana tbau 
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we line at our dlllfiOI&I. 1'he dl..dnnta ... retultlnr rrorn aa '-• 
lail011 of lueatlon are lnNparable from tlleeettle~Mnt o( new COUll• 

trlea, aDd c:aa onl7 be obflated b7, aa laerea.la1 pojlulatioa. 

11:1'0!'10 DIVIIIOli-ACADII.III:I, ' 

ne weond hranc:h of the Reaohttlone rererred to, require that tile 
Comml•i11111re ahould lilrnlah tltelr Ylewa In relation to the ellabllaiJ,' 
ment and erpnlaatlon of Aeademleal Sc:hoola. 

It Ita• bef'n a much dlecuuod aul~ec:t, u to which tboulol hue the 
precedonc:11 in a •1ttcm of educatiun, tho Common or tho lliaher 
~boola i hut it la now generall7 conceded, tbat they are portiona of 
tbe aamo gt~neral 1111em, and equally deacrYiog of tupport-the Com. 
mon School aending up Ita more adYanced pupila to the Academy 
and..lluUatter aendiug forth Its teach en for the Common School. i~ 
is in thi• latter 1·icw that the eatahliahment of Aademical Schoola ia 
particularly requiaite ; and further, to retain, in our midst, the bun. 
dreds of youth now tent abroad, to support the literary institutions or 
other St11tes, in default of any of our own. 

Academies will not need that their entire support should como 
from the State ; but they will need some aid, and the aasiatance af­
f~rded can be rP.paid by the instruction of a ·certain number of pu. 
pols, free of charge, for the busineea of teachina. Thus constituted I 
belie1•oothey wou!d be of great importance to the State, and shou'ld 
at once be eatablrahcd. · 

Their organization wo~ld probably be best accomplished by making 
tltcm branches of the Unrversity, and appropriating a certain amount 
annually to each to be expended in the tuition of·Common School 
teachers o~ both sexes, but the -~~ademies remaining private propnr. 
ty and mamly depen~nt for therr support upon private patronng<'. 
Four or five of these institutions would probably anawer for the pres. , 
e~ . 

t::O.'IV&RSITIES. 

Congress has nlre~dy furnished an endowment of four townships 
of lands for the estnbltshment of two Seminaries or Uni1·ersities one 
to be situated West of the Suwanee, and the other East of that rll'er 
This ~n~owment und~r go?'.' m~nage~ent will probably he sufficien~ 
to est.ti,Jrsh these Unrversrtres 111 a surtahle manner. The want of 
a College within our own State dri res our citizr.ns to the necessity of 
sending their sons abroad, at a ~;real e.~pensc, when the mc:1na of 
collegiate education should exist in their own Stale. 

S~ !lOon as sufficient funds sha!l ha 1·e accumulated from the sale of 
Semmary lands, the establ ishment of thrsc Seminaries should take 
place, n,n,d until .then these fimds should he sncredly l;cpt for that pur­
pose. J he en tore management of the sc,·c ral departrncnls uf a Uni­
n:rstty, need not be at .ti~st compll'ted, but the more neccssary de. 
!Jarlmenrs sho~ld he estaoltshNI. as sooo! as practicat.lf.', and primarily 
a department lor .the porrpos? of edul·atrug young men desi rous of be. 
conung teachers rn A1~adcnues nnu Common Schools, succrssil'c de-
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rs-
~artme.nls calf afterwards be· added u the revenue o{ the Semintrrt 
fund wall allow. But the plan ot our Universities when fully com. 
pleted, ahould aim at nothiag. lea than the higbeat excellence andl 
t!aey ahould be made equal io point of atanding ind literary reput~tion-
&o any of the Univenitiea in· our country. · 

Should they be thua eatabliahed ud made what they ahQuld be and­
placed i.n localiti~a eminently favorable to ltealtll, we may anticipate· 
that thear balla will be thronged not only wilb t9e youth of our own­
Stale, but by y-outh of other &.tea, whom our genial clime will 
eauae to avail themaelves of the meana of reatoring or preseninll 
he~lth, ~nd. at the -~ aime enjoying the adYantages afforded by tt 
Unavenuy an the·attamment of an education. " The details connected 
with the organixation of both the Academiea and Univenitiea, will 
be m"ore appropriate when their establishment ahall have been au. 
thorised. 
, A Bill ia ltereto appeoded in pursuance of the foregoing augges: 

hODS. 

Very- Re~pectfully, 
GEO. R. FAIRBANKS, 

Commilmmer, 4·c. 
St. Augustine, Nov. 1, H!47. 

AN.ACT to utablilh a Sy1tem of Common School.J. 

.ARTICLE I. 

SECTION 1. There ahall be a Superintendent of Public Instruction 
whose duty it shall be, among other things, to prepare and submit a~ 
nnnual report to the Legislature, containing a ·statement of tbe con. 
dition of the Schools of the Stale, the situation and expenditure of 
School moniea, plana for the improvement and management ol the 
Common School Fund, and for amelioration of the Common Schools 
and all such other matters relating to his office as be may der.m ex: 
pedient to communicate. 

§ 2. He shall annually apporfton the School monies to be distri. 
Luted amongst the several counties of the State, which apportionment 
shall lie made to the respective counties in the ratio of their white 
populati~n respectively, as compared to the population of the whole 
State according to the last preceding census, and whenever any new 
county shall be made, he .shall aseertain the ahare to which it is en. 
titled by the best evidence in his power. . • 

§ 3. The Superintendent shall certify each apportionment made 
hy him to the Comptroller, and shall gi\·e immediate notice thereof 
t~ the County Superinte!\dent of e.ach count~ interested therein, sta. 
tmg the amount of monaca apportaoned to baa county, and the time 
when the same will be payable to him. 

§ 4. Thll Superintendent shall cause printed forms and instructions 
11n all matters relating to the School System to be transmitted to the 
'!CI'cral counties u he shall deem requisite, and also furnish each· 
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-6ehool 'Distri::t with the copies of this act, and or' any alteration• in. 
·thB same wherein it may be deemed by him necesaary. 

§ 5. All moniea reuonably expended by him in the ~xecution of . 
bis duties, .shall, upon due proof, be allowed to him by the Comp! 
troller, and be paid out of the Treuury. · 

§ 6. The duties of the office of 111eh Superintendent shall be per. 
formed by the Regiater of Public Landa, and be ahall be ex.officio 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and receive the aum of . 
dollars per annum; foe the performance of such duties. 

ARTICLE II. 

§ 1. The sum annually to be distributed for the support of Com. 
.mon School•, ahall be paid on the firat day of September, in every 
y~n the Warrant of the Comptroller, to the Superintendents of 
the aeveral counties, who shall apply for and receive the School mo. 
nies apportioned to their reapective countie~~, u soon u the same be. 
come payable. 

§ 2. The County Superintendents shall lay before the next ·meet. 
ing of the Board of County Commissioners, in their respective coun· 
ties, notice of the amounts so apportioned to aaid counties, and it shall 
be the duty of the Board of County Commissioners at such meeting, 
and every annual meeting thereafter, to add to the sums to be raisetl 
in said county for other county purposes, a 111m equal to the School 
monica which shall have been apportioned to such county, which mo. 
niea so added together, with the fees of the collectors, shall be le\'ictl 
and collected in the same manner u other monies directed to be raised 
in the county. . · 

§ 3. The Commissioners mall require tbe Collector of each coun. 
ty, by their Warrant to bim, to pay the monies so added, when cot. 
lected, retaining hii' fee• for collection, to the County Sup~<rintendept, 
for the use of Common Schools in each county, whose receipt shall 
be sufficient evidence of auch paym~nt. 

ARTICLE III, 

Counly Superin!endenl. 

§ 1. There shall. be annually chosen by the Boards of County 
Commissioners in the several counties of this State, an officer, to be 
denominated County Superintendent of Common Schools. It shall 
be his duty within ten da.y• from the time of being notified of his ap. 
.pointmen!, to file with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for said county, 
a bond, with one or more sufficient sureties to be appro1•ed IJy the 
aaid Clerk, in the penalty double the amount of School money, which 
his county received from all1ourcea during the year preceding his ap. 
pointment, conditioned for the faithful application and lf'gal disburse. 
men! of all the School money coming to his hands, and in case such 
bond shall not be executed and filed as aforl.'said. within the time 
topecified, the office shall be deemed vacant. The Board of Coimty 
Commissioners shall fix the amount for which hond shall be gh·c•t· 
lor the County Superintendents first appointl.'d under this act. 
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~ 2. Such County Superintendt!nt ahall be entitled to a compenaa. 
tion of one dollar and fifiy cenll per day for every day necell&rilJ 
1pent in the discharge of the dutiea of his office, to be audited and 
paid u other county expenaea. . 

~ 3. It shall be tht- duty of the County Superintendent in each 
1:ounty, to divide hia couniJ into a convenient number o( School 
Diatrlcts, and to regulate and alter such diatricta, w.hen requiaitA; to 
describe and number the School Diatricll, and to deliver the deacrip. 
lion and numbers thereof in writing, to the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of the County, immediately after the formation or alteration thereof, 
to appiJ for and receive from the State Treasurer, and from the Col. 
lector of tbe county, all school monies for his county, as soon as the 
same becqme payable, or be collectl'd; to apportion the school mo. 
niea rf'ceived by him on the first Monday of April in each year, 
amoog the ae'feral School Districts within his county, io proporii<Jn to 
the number of children residing in each over the age of five, and un. 
der that of sixteen years, as the same shall have appeared from tbe 
last annual reports of their respective Trustel'a, provided nevertMlu.•, • 
t~at the first distribution of said monies shall be made according to 
the best information iu the power of such Superintendents, to sue for 
and collect by name of office, all penalties imposed upon the officers 
of diatricts, or otherwise approl"'iated to school purposes, and add tbu 
same, when reco,·ered, to the school funds. 

~ 4. Whene'fer it may be neceaaary or convenient to form a dis. 
lrict on the.Jine of two or more adjacent counties, the Superintendflnts 
from each may form, regul"te, or alter such district; and the monice 
to which the same shall Le entitled, shall be paid o\·er respecti'feiJ 
by each Superintendent. 

~ 5. In making the apportionment of monies among the several 
School District&, no share ahall Le all11tted to any district, or part 
district, from which no sufficient annual report shall have been re. 
cei.,ed for the year ending the last day of December immediate!! 
preceding such apportionment, nor where Truatees have failed to be 
elected, or where no School house, room or place 'is provided, or 
where the said Trustees aball have failed to make the necessary al. 
lotment and assessment for Scho411 rates as bereinafier prO\·ided. 

~ 6. It ahall be the dutJ of the County Superintendl!nt of each 
County, between the fint day of July and the finfday of October, in 
each year, to make and transmit to the State Superintendent, a re. 
port in ·writing, bearing date on the first day of July, and slating:-
1. The whole number of School Diatricts set off within h is Count!; 
2. The districts which ahall ba'l'e made their annual reports to him 

within the year; 
:), The length of time that a School baa been kept in each district, 

and whether male or female teachers were employed ; · 
4. The amount of public moniea allotted each of uid districts; 
5. The number of children taught in each, and the number of chil. 

dren oYer the age of five and under the age of aixteen yean, re. 
aiding in each ; 
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0. The ameunt of rnoniea received by him from all. aources, and how 
expended. 

· ~ !· The CoUiily Superin~endent ?f each C~unty shall keep a true 
and JUSt account of the momea recetved by htm, and lay the same · 
before the Board of County Commissioners, at their next meeting· 
afier the first day of July in every year; and at tbe expiration of his 
office, shall pay over all money in his hands to his successor in o(. 
fice, who ia authorized to sue for the a&m!l by his name of offict, ani! 
recover·the aame with 25 per cent damagea for the detention of the · 
&ame, to be added to the amount recovered. 
~ 8. The County Superintendent• of the reapective Counties shall 

be Inspecters of Commoll Schools for their said Counties, and shall 
enmine ali persons otrerin~ themselvea as candidates for teaching 
Common Schools in such County, and ifutisfied of the qualifications 
of_!~ndidate, in respect to moratcharacter, learning and ability, 
&llallglve such a candidate a certificate thereof, and shall have power 
to annul ~uch certificate, for sufficient cause, at any subsequent time. 

~ 9. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendents to . visit 
oach Common School within his County at least once a year, ana 
oflener if he shall deem it necessary. . · 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the County Supermtendents, upon 
the re(juest in writing of any two Trustees of any School District, to 
contract with and employ a teacher for such District, to fix the rato 
of wages, and to pay the wages of such teachl"r, when due, out of the 
funds apportioned to such district; and should the amount app,ortioo. 
ed to such district be inaufficient to pay the full amount of the sam!!, 
he shall certify to the Trusteea of the said district, tbe amount of the 
halance to be raised by tbe district in tbe manner hereinaftl!r pro. 
'l'i<.led. 

ARTICLE IV. 

School Districts, 

~ 1. Whenever any S<'hool District shall be lai<lotrLy the Coun. 
tT l:!uperintendent, it shall be his duty, within thirty days thereafler, 
to prepare a notice in writing describing auch district, and appoint. 
ing a time and place for tho first district meeting, and deliver such 
notice to a taxable inhabitant of the district. 
~ 2. It shall be the duty of such inhabitant to notify e\·ery other 

inhabitant of the district, qualified to "rote at such meeting, by reading 
the notice to him, or lea,·ing a copy of the aame at his house, at least 
aix days before such meeting ; and in case the inhabitants, from anJ 
cause, neglect to bold said. meeting at the time so fixed, the Superin. 
tendent shall cause such notice to be renewed--and e,·ery taxable 
inhabitant, who shall fat! to make Auch service of a notice so de)i,·ered 
to bim for service, shall forfeit the aum of five dollars. 

~ 3. Whenever any district meeting shall be called in the man. 
ner prescribed in the preceding sections, it shall be the duty of the 
inhabitants of the district qualified to \'ole at district meetings, to as. 
JOemble together at the time and place mentioned in the notice. 

J 



§ 4. Every persoa who ia a freeholder in the district, and liallle 1e 
taxation upon bia property, shall bo.ve the right to vote at aucb meet. 
iugs. _ 

§ 5. The inhabitants so entitled to vote, when 80 aaaemhlcd in 
such district meeting, or when lawftlly aaaombled at any other dis­
trict meeting, shall b&\·e power by a majority of the votes of those 
present, 

1. To appoint a Moderator for the time being. • 
2. To adjourn from time to time aa occasion may require. 
3. To designate a site for the District School,Pouse. 
4. To lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the district u the 

meeting shall dce111 aufficient to purcbaao or lease a suitable site for 
a School house, 11nd to build, hire, or purchase such School house, 
and to keep in repair and furnisb tbe same with neceaaary appenda­
ges. 

5 •. To repeal, altl'r 11nd modify their proceedings from time to 
time, as occasion may require. 

§ 6. In each School District an 11nnual meeting shall J,e hPld nt 
the time and place pre,•iously appointPd, and at the first district '11Pel­
ing. and at each annual meeting, the time and place of holdiug the 
next 11nnual meeting shnll ho fixed, anti special meetings shall be 
called by the Trustees when deemed by them necessary. 

§ 7. No tax to be voted by a di;;trict met>ting for building, hiring, 
or purchasing a School bouse, sliall exceed the sum of three hundred 
.dollars, unless tbe County Supt>rintendent of the County shall certify 
in writing his opinion that 11 large r sum ought to he rl\i•cd, and Ehall 
8pecify the aum; in which case a sum not exceeding tbe sum so spc­
.citicd sh11ll be raised. 

§ 8. Whenc,·cr a School house shall han~ been built or purchased 
for 11 district, the site of such School house shall not be changed, nor 
the building thereon bt> removed as long as the •listric! shall remain 
unaltered, nor aficr such altemtion .without the corisrnt in writing of 
~be County Supcrinll'ndcnl. 1 

§ 9. When a new district shall be formed from one or more dis­
tricts possessed of a School boutie or other property, the County Su­
pcrinll'ndent shall, at the time of forming such new district, ascer­
tain rbe amount justly due to it from the district or districts from 
which it may ha\'O been formed as its proportion, which shall be as­
.certained according to the tiuable property of the inhabitants of the 
f'espectil·e portions at the time of diviaion, by the beat evidence in the 
power of the County Superintendent, deducting the amount of any 
debts owing. 

§ 10. Such proportion, when ascertained, shall he le,·ied, rai,ed 
and collected, with the fees for collection, by the Trustees of the dis. 
trict, retaining the School house or other property of the former dis. 
I ric!, upon the taxable inhabitants of their district in the aame man. 
ner as if the same had been authorized by a vote of their district for 
huilding a School house, and when collected shall bo paid to the 
Trustees of the new district, to be applied hy them towards procur-
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1ng a Sc&ool b'Oase for tlieir diatrict, and the monies 80 paid to the". 
new district shall be allowed to tbo credit of the inhabitants who­
weco taken from the former district, in reduction of any tax that may 
be imposed f~>r selecting a: Scboel bouse. · 

§ 11. Tbe Trustees of tlacb Scbqol district shall hold their office• 
for two years from the time of their election, 1md until others shall 
be elected in their place. In case of vacancy lromany cause, if th6-
same shall not be supplied by a district meeting within one month 
therealle r, the County Superintendent may appoint any person resi· 
di11g in such district to till such vacancy. 

§ 12. E\'ery person duly chosen or appointed to any such office 
who, without sufficient cause, shall refus!Jlo serve therein, shall for. 
tcirTiie sum of twenty dollars, and not ha,·ing refused to accept shall 
nc~lect the duties of his office, shall forfeit tbe sum of ten dollars. 

~ 13. It shall be tho duty of tbe Trustees of every School district, 
and they shall have the power, 

1. To call special meetings of the inhabitants of such district .lia­
ble to pay tnxcs whenever they shall deem it necessary and proper. 

2. To giv" notice of special, annual an.d adjourned meetings, hy 
affixing a notice in writing of the time and place for such meeting 
upon the outer door of the School hou~e, at least si'x days before tho 
time appointed for such meeting. . a: To make a tax list of every district tax voted by any such meet­
ing, containing the names of 1111 the taxable inhahitants residin~ in 
the district at the time of making out tho Jist, and the amount of tax 
payablu by each inbal,itant set opposite his nanie. · 

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant directed to tho collector of 
the district for the l:ollection of the sums in such list mentioned, with 
th·e cents on each dollar for his fees. ' 

5. To purchase or lease a site for the District School house, a. 
designated by a meeting of the district, and to build, ·hire, or pur­
r.hase, keep in repair and furnish, such School house, with necessary 
appendages, out of the funds collected and paid to them for such pur­
pose. 

G. To ha¥e the custody and saft! keeping of the School house. 
7. T o notify the ,Cuunty Superintendent of the wish of thuir di,. 

I riel for a teacher, a nd to recommend to him such teacher, to cullt•ct 
tl1o residue of the wages of such teacher, not prodded lior out of the 
::itatc and County School Fund~ loy rate I. ills, or in casn of any de­
ficiency, by tax lc ,·ied tipon the iuhahitants of such district. 

6 . To exempt from the paymeut of lt!acl.ers' wages such indigent 
persons within the district ns they shall think proper, and to ccrti(y 
to the collector such exemptions. 

!). To make out a rate bill in which rach pr rson shail be cl.argcd 
' uch proportion of the whole amouut to be rais:d as the mnnl.cr of 
children sent hy him bears to tlte whole uuml.er .of chiltlren ha,·ing 
been in attendance upon school lor the te rm, and ~aid l.ill shall also 
add five cents for each dollar to be collectL'd li-urn each, lo I.e collect · 
ed by the collector for tbe fees of such collection. 
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10. To deliver auch rate bill with the warrant annexed to the col· 
lector of the district, who ahall execute the same in like manner with 
other warranta directed by them to him. 

§ 1(. In making out a tax liet, the Trustees shall apportion the tax 
on all the taxable inhabitants within the district, according to their 
tasable property at the time of making out aucb list, and for build~g 
a acllool houee, all the property within the district shall be liable to 
tuation, auch taxable property to be ascertained as far as possible 
from the aaaesament rolls of the county. 

§ 15. Every tanble inhabitant of a district, w.h?.s~all have been 
within four years aet off from any other Schooh Dtatnct, by the Su. 
perint~'!dent, without his consent, and shall within that period have 
actually paid in such other districts, under a lawful aaaeument therein, 
a diatrict tat for building a acbool house ahaU be exempted by the 
Truateea of the district where he shall retiide, from the payment of 
any tax for building a achool bouse therein. 

§ l6. Every district tax shall be assessed, and the tax list theren( 
be made out by the Truateea, within one month after the district 
meeting, in which the tat shall have been voted. 
~ 17. The warrant anne-xed to any tat list or rate bill, shall be 

, under the hRnda and seal a of the Trustees, or a majority of them, and 
shall command the Collector to collect from every person iu such tas 
liat or rat'! bill named, the sum therein set opposite to his name; and 
in case any .inhabitl!-nt shall not P.aysuch sum on demand, to levy ~be 
nma of his goods and chattels, in the same manner as an P.tecullon 
issued by a justice of the peace, together with his fees,_ and to maka 
a return of such warrant within thirty days after the dehvery thereof. 

~ 18. I f the sum or sums of mouey payable by any person named, 
in such tax list or rate bill, shall not be paid by him, it shall and may 
be lawful for the Trustees to renew auoh warrant, in respect to such 
delinquent person ; or in case such person shall not reside '~·itbin the~r 
diatrict a t the time of making out auch tax list or rate b1ll, or shall 
not reside therein at the t'xpiratioq,of such warrant, and no goods or 
chattels, or lands, can be found .therein, whereon to le1•y the samo, 
the Trustees rna y sue for and recover the same in their name of office. 

§ 19: Where no property other than real estate can he found 
within such district whereon to levy the same, the tat Collector of 
aoch district shall send the amount due thereon to the tax Collector 
of the county, who shall be .required to coliecttbe same, in the same 
manner as other taxes in his county, adding thereto the ctpenscs or 
collection, and when so collected, shall paY, over the same to the Col­
lector of such School District. 

§ 20. The Trustees of, cach School District shall h~-re power to 
appoint the tax Collector of the district, and who shall gtve bonds fn 
the aum of five hundred dollars, to the said Trustees, by their name 
of office, and whose appointment shall be for two year~, and in case 
of vacancy tho said Trustees shall have the power of filhng the same. 

§ 21. One of the said Trustees shall act as Clerk of the Board, 
and safely' keep all papers and records of such_ district, and such re. 
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tords ahall ~kept in a well bound·book, to be preserved and doli\'. 
ered to his auccelllor in office ; auch Clerk ahall also have charge o( · 
the School Library, when there ahall be one under. auch regulation• 
aa the State Superintendent shall prescrihl!• · 

1 § 22. The Trustees of each School District shall, after the firat · 
day of January in every year, and on or before the first day of March 
thereafter, make and transmit a report in writing to the Superintend. 
ent of Common Schools for such county, dated on the first day of. 
January of the year in which it shall be transmitted. · 

§ :J!l. Every such report shall specify-
J, The whole time any School haa been kept in their Diatrict du· 

ring the year ending on the day previous to the date of such report. 
2. The amount of monies received during such year, and the man 

ner in which such monies have been expended. ' 
-r.The number of children taught during the year. 
4. The number of white children residing in the District on uho 

first day of December, previous to the making of such report, 01·er 
the age of fi1·e years and under the age of si1teen years, and hu 
namea of the parents or other persons with whom such children shall 
respecti1•ely reside, and the number ol children residing with each. 

§ 24. All property now vested in the Trustees of any School Dis. 
trier, for the use of Schools in the District, or which .may be bereaf. 
tcr t~nsferred to such Trustees, for that purpose, shall be held by 
them ns a corporation. . 

§ 25. The Trustees of each School District shall, on the expira­
tion of their offices, render to their successors in office, and to the 
District, at a District meeting, a just and true accoont in writin,., of 
all monies received by them respectively, for the tiae of their Dis~ict, 
and oft he mnnner in which the same shall have been expended; which 
account shall be reCbrdcd in the district record book, to be provided 
for entering all the acta and proceeding~~ of such Trustees, and which 
shall be kept by their Clerk, and delivered over to their successor~. 

§ 26. Any balance of such monies which shall appear from such 
account, to remain in the hands of the Trustees, or either of them, 
at the time of rendering the account, shall immediately be paid to 
some one of their successors in office. 

§ 27. Every Truslee 1.,bo shall refuse or neglect to renJer such 
account, or to pny o1·er any balance so found in his hands, shall, lor 
euch offence, forfeit the sum of twenty·fi•e dollars. 

§ 28. ·It shall be the duty of his successors in office to pro;ecute 
W!thout delay, in t~eir name or office, for the recovery of such for­
feiture. such forfeit money to be npplisd :o school purpose~; they 
shall nlso sue for and recover any unp~id balance in the hands of n 
former Trustee or his representatives, and shall be entitl~d 10 rc. 
co1·er twenty-five per. cent. interest on the balance so uupaid. 

§ 29. All bonds or securities taken by the Trustees frum the Cnl­
lector of their District, shall, on the expiration of their ollicc, be de. 
livered over to their successors in office. · 

§ 30. The Collector of each School District shall be nllow~.J 

• 
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eight eenll on every dollar eellected and· paid' over by biin and ii' 
a~all be hia duty to collect and pay oYer to the Truateea of 

1
bia die. 

tnct, or IOIDe one of tflem, all monies whieb· he aball be required by 
warrant to collect, within tbe time limited by.eucb warrant for ite 
return, and take a receipt tberefnr. . 

§ 31. Tbe Trulteee c( nery School Dilllrict eball be required to­
proeecute and aue for all moaie8, if not paid Mer by the Collector of 
their Diatrict, in aame manner -'• preacrihelf in tbe 28th aeetion of 
thia chapter, relatiYe to former TI'Uit'ee~t. · 

§ 32. ~.Y pereon considering: bimeelf aggrieYed in consequence 
?f any dec1s1on made, or any act done by &IIY Sehuol District meet. 
1n~, or by the Truateee of any School Dillriet, or the refuBB) of eucli 
Truatee1 to do any act, or perfOrm any duty required by him, may 
appeal to the County Suporintendent, wh- deeillioDB thereon af. 
ler a bearing of the partie., a hall be final. ' 
. § ~: The Truetees of a~y School Districf, &r any other pereons,. 
conc~mng tJH:mae)ye~ aggr1~ved by the County Superintendent, irr 
formm!, altermg, or m refusmg to form or alter any School District, 
may appeal to the State Superintendent, whoee decieiM l'hereo01 
shall be final. 

REPORT OF HON. WM. A. FORWARD. 

To his Excellr.ncy W. D. l'tiOIIIi:LEY, 

Govenwr of tM State of Florjdc. : 
S1a :-In compliance with a commission from you, appointin~> me 

" a Commi.tlioner for 1M EaMern Di.strict of Florida to uamine
0 

and 
'feport on tM •ubject of a Common Sc/wol Sy&tem for tile State," I 
respectfully submit the following Bill ae my Report, belie•ing that 
no remarks are nece~~&ry in addition thereto to a perfect compre. 
bension of my vie we, Yiz : , 

AN ACT utablishing a Comnma School Sy1tem for the State of 
Florida. 

SUPERI:STE:'IDE:ST 05' COllXON 8CHOOLS. 

SECTIO:f J. Be it enacted by tile Senate and H01U8 of Represent­
ativu of the State ef Florida in General Assembly convened, That 
there ahall be nppointed by tbe Governor, by and with tbe advice 
and consent of the Senate, a Superintendent of Common Schooltr, 
who shall bold his office for a term of four years, unless sooner rc. 
moved by tbe concurrent action of tbe GoYernor and Senate fo1 
good cause shewn, whose duty it ehall be to Yisit, at least once in 
each year, e\•ery school organized under this oct, also every county 
and every township in which there are settlers, assist in the organi. 
~ion of schools, and in the procuring of suitable teach<'~'!, to lee-
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1ure in each echool, county, and township on all suitable occuioDt, 
urging upon the people the neceuity of earnest attention to their 
echools, to addreaa the pupils, visit the teacbera, and .aa many u pOll· 
eible of tbe families, using his influence on all occuions for the ben. 
etit of the cause which he is employed to advoc11te and auperintend. 
He ahall make a report, both historical and suggeitive, to every ae•­
aion of the Legislahlfe, and oftener if rP.quired by tbe Governor.- . 
In said report, RIIIOJ!g olher thinge, he shall commend to tbe favora. 
ble notice ctf the public all teachers who may have distinguished 
themselves in the practice of their-profession, and aiKO every individ. 
ual pupil who may be deser¥ing of euch diltinction, and under tbe 
direction of the Board -of Education, he shall furJJiah all requisite 
blank forms for returns • 

. §-2...-Be it furtller e~~acted, That no person aball be eligible to 
the office of Superintendent of Common Schools who is not at tbe 
rime of his appointment of the full age of thirty years, a citizen of 
IJ1e United States, and who has nut resided within the State of Flo­
r ida two years. 

§ 3. B e it furtllff enacted, That there shnll be allowed to the Su. 
pcrintendent of Common Schools tile aum of 8 .for bis salary, 
and the sum of 8 for travelling expenses, to be paid quarterly 
out of tbe common school fund hereinafter provided •. 

COlllllSSIO:SERS OF COllliO:S SCIIOOLS. 

§ 4. & it fur tiler enacled, That it shall be the duty of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court in each County, and in cues where counties 
a re consolidated for jndicial purposes, in such countie1 u ·are consol. 
idatcd and f'lr which he is elected -Clerk, to order an election to be 
beld at the precincts therein on the firat Monday in May next, and 
every two years ther~afier, for tbe election -of Colluninioncrl of Com. 
1r10n Sclwou, under such laws, forma, restrictions, r_ules and regulation~ 
aa are provided for the election of caun_ty officers throughout the State, 
811d aa are not inconsistent with tbis act, requiring returns of said 
eJection to be made to the Clerk instead of to the Judge of Probate, 
and that the Clerk should gives certificates of election, and do all 
other things required,, instead of the Judge of Probate •. 
' § 5. B e itfurtller enacted, 'fhat there shall be elected in each. 
and ev~ry county as many Commissioners of Common Schools there 
in as there are townships, and fractional townships, aod parte of tow ti 
&hips witliin BBid county, and one Commissioner to be taken frOm 
each township, and fractional town•hip, and part of township, provi. 
din!; there is a pereon eligible to the office living in said township, 
and factional township, and part of township. T!Jat said Commis­
sioners when elected shall be Trustees of all the lands selected for 
common ecbool purposes within and for the respective townships, and 
fractional townships, and parts of townships iu said county ; and un. 
til the sale of said lands they shall take under their care said lands, 
and m 'Y leaae out tbe same, if they think proper, and shall be a tody 
eorporo~te by the name of "Commissioners of Common Schools" ia 
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their aaid county, and aha!! be capable of auin& and bein$ aued, and 
ahall poaaeu all the powon necouary for the collection ot rente and 
for the purpoaee of preaerYillf uid Ianda from wute or damage.­
That aaid Commiuionen aha! meet at the Cuurt Houae in their re. 

·spectiYe oounties, and if there be no Court House in aaid county, then 
at some house at or near the county site, at leaat ouce a quarter, 
commencing with the firat Monday in June tfter their el~ction, and 
at such other time• and placea as they may be required to assemble 
by order of their President. That they ah111l keep a record of all 
the proceedings of each meeting, which shall be always open for in­
•pection. That at their first meeting they shall appoint one of their 
body Pre.sident, and auothor Secretary, and a majority of said Com­
miuioners shall always b~ a quorum for thittransactiun of business, 
and in the aiJsence of the President or Secretary, thoy may elect per­
eons to fillthoae offices, or either of them, pro tern. 

§ 6. Be il [~rt"Mr enacted, That the said" Commissioners of Com­
mon Schools' shall, among their other duties, acta& School I11spectors ;· 
.and for thia purpose teachers wishing to a rail themseh·es of the pri •• 
,·ileges of thia act, shall apply to them for a Lice11se, and it shall IJe 
their duty, 1!.1 au early day u possible, at 10me convenient place to be 
nppointed, to eumine the applicants as to their qualifications as 
teachers; and if found qualified, to gi,·e them a license, in such iorm 
ns may be prescribed by the Board of Education, and to revoke said 
license for good cause. They shall visit and thoroughly inspect the 
schools, making themse!Yea familinr with all the details of their man­
agement in all respecta. They shall require from each teacher quar­
terly reports concerning their ~~ehool, comprising tabular statements 
made in such a form as may be indicated by blank furms to be fur­
n ished by the Superintendent, under the direction of the Board ol: 
Education. They shall make annual reports to the Board of Educa. 
lion, embracine a atatement of proceeds of school lands, and all their 
tran~&ctions relath·e thereto, also names of teachers licensed, nod 
general remarks upon the management and merits of teachers, and 
of the diatinguiahed pupils of each school, and make such suggestions 
ns will, in their opinion, imp5e1·e the system. 

§ 7. Be it furtllu enacted, That no person shall be eligible to 
the office of" Commissioner of Common Schools," who is not at the 
lime of his election a citizen of the United States, and a qualified 
Toter for Asaemblyman and County <'ffir.ers in nid County, and at 
the time of his election a re1ident in the townahip, or fractional 
to'l\·oahip, or part of township, for which he is ell'cted-unlesa there 
be no person eligible to election in said townshij,, or fractional 
townahip, or pnrt of township, then, · in that case, a Commisaionl'r, 
duly qualified in other respects, may be tnken from nny other town. 
1hip, or fractional township, or part of township in the c'ounty, and 
designated aa Commissioner for the nid vacnnl township. That 
the Commissioners elected under the pro,·isiona of this act, shall re­
ceit"e the certificalea of their election from the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, and shall aen·e, unless they remol'e from the County. · 

' 
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§ 8. Be ilfurl{luenacttd, ·T~at aaid Commi,aionenof Common 
Schools ahall be elected by the joint \'Ole of the county; and voter d 

therefor shall hue the qualifications of voters for Assemblymen and. 
County officers, and the elections therefor shall be conducted, ex. 
cept aa herein otherwise provided, in the same mllnner as the elec­
tion fur County officers, and elections. to fill vac.ancies shall be or, 
dered in conformity to the spirit of thia act ; and that the ' 'oters, at 
&beir elections, shall designate upon their ticket the particular town. 
ahip, or fractionnltownship, or part of township, fur which the indi­
,·idual for whom they vote, is to act as Commissioner ; and that the. 
certificate of aaid Commissioner ahall apecify for what township, or 
fractional township, or part of township, they are elected. 

§ 9. Be it further.e114Cred, That the aall's ?f school lands in ~r 
belonging lo townsh•ps, shall not he made without the consent, m 
writing, of the Commissioner fur that particular township ; and thnt 
liiSConsent thus gi,·en shall, in all caaes, and fi>r all purposes, be 
coosidered the consent of all tbe inhahitants residing in said count~·; 
1111d that in cases where townships lie within two or more countil's, 
in conse~uence of hein~t divided by county l ines, the~, in such case, 
the consent of all the Commiasioners fur that lownsb•p shall IJe nc-
cessarr. · 

~ 10. Be iJ furlller c11acled, That it shall be the further duty of tho 
Commissioners of Common School• so soon as returns be made to them 
of the respective lands in, or belonging to each·t?wnshi(l, to e~ect 
suitable school houaes, in such places as they may des1gnate; selectmg, 
if suiJservient to tile public interest, sites frnm said t~wn~hip 'School 
lands, and which. when selected, shall be reson·ed I rom sale; but 
when sites cannot co•tvPniently be aelected from said lanr!s, then 
they are hereby authnrilicd, with the con~ent of the ~oard oi Edur.n­
tiun to purchaae J.md auffic ient for that purpose, takmg deeds thfrc­
fure\t the name 'Of themo!!lves and thei r successors in office. ThH 
o~:penaes of said purchase sl1all l,e provided for hy the Board of~~~­
ucation. That when, in the dillCro•tion of snid Commissioners, II IS 

neceS88ry to erect, or cause to b<J- e rected, a achcol house, it sl~ali 
be lawful for them, if they deem it expedient, to call upon the In· · 

habitant• residing within a reasonable distar.ce from said contem­
plated building, for labor or taxes in aid of the erection thereof: 
nod nny person refusing to furnish said aid, or 11ay said taxes, upon 
reasonable notic!J, ahall be disqualified from I'Oting in said county 
lor any school officer for one year. 

A COIDlOX SCHOOL. 

~ 1 L Be it furt"Mr enacted, That to c~>nstitute n Commrm 8_clwol, 
ao as to entitle the teacher thereof to draw moner under th1s act, 
the said school shall embrace a teacher regularly liccnsrd hy .thn 
aforesaid Commission!'rS, or Board of Trustees, ond at lea5t se,·en 
children, male and female, who sball not be all of one family ; and 
in those townships of the Slate where thl' population is too sparse to 
organize a school itl one selllemeut. thert' m~y he two or moro 
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neighborhood• emb~ced, and the School Commi.~ionen may allow 
the teaeber to itinerate fiom neighborhood to nerghborhood, teac~. 
ing the children tbeteof aa best can be done; and tho whole of h11 
or her itinerancy sball be emb~aced in one school, and Trustees 
elected, and returns made accordmgly. · 

~ 12. Be ilfurlha enacled, That there shallll.e elected annual.ly 
in each Common School, by the parents and guardian• sending chrl. 
dren to said school, in auch manner and mode as they may ag~eo up. 
on among themselves, two or more TausTEEs, the returns ol wh~ae 
election shall be made, by some one or the voters, ~o the Comn11s. 
aioner or Common Schools for the county. That .•t ~ball be t.be 
duty of said Trusteea to employ tho. teachers for therr rcs.rectiYa 
schooli "and make such anrcement wllh them as may be deer red by 
a majo;tiy of the contriLutors to said school ; and after Trualues are 
elected for a particular school, they shall ha,·e the. ch~r~:e oft~ 
school house or houses, and no one shall teach !herem wllh?ut therr 
permission and engagement. That said Trustees shall.cerllf>:, up~ll 
each return of the teacher, the number of scholars Ill .th~rr sa~ 
school, and such other facts embraced therein, as are wrthm the~.r 
knowledge ; they shall visit the school once a dlonth, and oftener rf 
possible, and aee that their teacher makes the necessary reports, and 
in all things performs his duty. 

TEACHERS. 

~ 13. Be il further enacted, That no school teache~ shall draw, 
or be entitled to any ofthe Common School Fund ?~1h11 Stat~; wbl, 
i\ not a regularlv licensed teacher under the pro\'rsrons ?f thiH act, 
and who has noi, in hi• or hllr charge, a regularly organrzed scho~J, 
according to the provisi.ons here.of, and who ??ea not make the. regu. 
lar returns herein requrred ofhrm or her. I hat all teachers •n.ap. 
plying for a distributiYe share of said fund, sh111l maku quarterly re. 
turns to tho Commiuioners, certified to by the rrustees of tbe 
school, of the uumLer of scholars in eacb scho~l, and such other facta, 
llnd in such tabular form, as hq,may be reqmred .to re~d~r, by the 
Board of Education, the Superintendent!, the <.:ommrssrone!s and 
Trusiees, or either of them. That each teacher shall rec.erv~, by 
orderQfthe Board of Education, sucb sum for each scholar m h11 ?r 
h ·boot as the Board of Education may consider the f~nda wrll 
we:r~~nt ~hich amount shall he paid to him or her., or hrs or her 
<lrder, a~mi.annually ; and in case the teacher s~ould !each for a leu 
period tban six months, then ~': or 6be shall recerve h11<0r her school 
money, in P.roportion to the tune. 

! 0DOAIID OF EDUCATIO • • 

§ 14. Be it furtha e11acttd, That the Governor of the Sta!e of 
Florida, tbe Secretory of State, the Attorney General, the R~g11!er 
of Public Landa, the Couoptroller, the Treasurer, and the Supe~m. 
tendent of Common Schools, shall constitute a Board of ~ducatron, 
within the meaning of this act ; of which Board the Superrn~ndeot 

-
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Clf Connn:on SclJoole shalf be e~-officio Pr.esident. Th_!!y ehall eon. 
•ene aeme.annually, and oftener tf the pubhc good· require at the aeat 
of GoYernment, ·and lOr their aervicea in this Board; shati' not be en. · 
titled to any pay, but may allow and pay out of the fund under their 
eontrol any neeeuary and reaaopaLle clerk hire; and any DM-ry-
and reaaonable contingent upenM!s, . . 

~ 15. Be it further enacted, That the said · Board of F.daeation 
aball keep faithful record of all the proctedings of their meeting-, and 
of all their acta and doing., which book, of record aball be opelf at 
all times for inapection. They shall by such rules, regulationa, honda 
and reatrictio?a, make such provision as they may deem nece-ry for 
the aafe.keeprng of the Common School Fund, and for the investment 
and appropriation thereof, according to the spirit and meaning of this 
act, tbe acta of Congress, and all other acts now enaCied or hereaf. 
.!!!_!g. be ena?led, connected witb thia subjec!· 

. ~ 16. Be at furtha enacted, That tlie sard Board of Edncation 
ahall keep a record of the names of all such pupils as shall be from 
time to time reported (as herein provided) as deserving of distinction. 
which said pupils ~hall. stand as " Cadets" for free education by the 
l:itate, under tbe drrectron of the Board of Education in any of tile 
Public Seminaries of this State, and shall rank and ~ entitled ro ad. 
miasion therein, according to the d1t1e of his or her being so reported. 

~ 17. Be it further enacted, Tbat the "Commisaioners of Com. 
moo &;boola" shalt pay annually into the Treaaury of the ·Board of 
Ed!JC&IIon, such sum or sums of money aashall eome into their hands 
from th~ ~ent or other proceeds ~f •.he sixteenth sectiona, th.at iba pro. 
ceedsaroemg from th~ 111les of sard arxleentb sections, a ball be paid into 
the treasury or the sard Boa.rd of Education, and the principal invested 
by them ; the rnterest of whrch to be appropriated by them according to 
tbe provisions and spirit of this act, I~ at the five per cent nett proceeds 
Jfthe sale oflaD<hold byCongreas,and the sum derived from tbe Gen. 
era! Government as the Territory's share of the distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, shall be paid into the Treasu. 
ry of the said Board of Educatiorr, and which Board are herehy au. 
thoris.ed, to demand and rc?eive the aame,.and the same shall be ap.· 
proprrat.ed by them a~cor~rng !O the pro1•isions and spirit of this a('l, 
and whrch fund provrded 111 thrs section shall fr~rm a fund for "Com­
mon Schools" to !Je called the Common Sclwol Puird. 
. ~ 18. Be it f~rther enacled, That as it may not Le deemed e1pe . 

drent to. sell the srxle~nlh se~tions belonging to some of the townships, 
or fractional towoshrps, untrl a lin•oraLie time it shall he lawful for 
the said Board of Education to apply for the' bene lit of such town. 
ships, •.he monies arising from the ~ale of land~ of any of the other 
town¥b rps, by way of nn investment, to Le refunded when the land& 
selected for such township shall be sold. 

19. Be it further enacled, That it shall !Je the further du11· of the 
Board of.Education 1~ keep separate uccounls "·irb cnch township 
and lr~cllonal townsbop, and annuall.v report the same, crediting a 
lownshrp or fractional township l,y its Xo. anq County, or any other 

• 
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nppropriate dealgnation, with rtmounts re~eived, to ita credit, and de• 
biting the same with the amounts expended therefQr, a statement of 
which.ah111l 11lao be furnished by the Board yearly, to the Commie• 
sloners of Common Schools in each county. . 

§ 20. Be it further enactetl, That it shall ba the duty of the said 
Dourd of .Education to procure from the Register of Public Land11. r& 

list of selections of the ltLnds for each townahip or fraetionaltownablt'• 
h1wing tho same inscribed carefully in '1\ book for preservation, a copy 
shall be furnished by said Doa'rd to the Commissioners of Common 
Schools in euch county, embraeing only the lands within their re'' 
pectivo counties 1 and when sale are rnade of any..,of said lands, tho 
same, with the proceeds of sale and nam!'s of purchasers, shall ILiso 
J,e llhtered in ~aid hook, and n copy furnislled to thu Commissioners 
in the county in which tho lands were situated. 

§ 21. Be it further enacted, lflnu all frnctiunalto,Ynships in each 
county, and all parts of townships in each county, mude parts of town. 
ships b'y county lines, shall bo deemed aa townships, and nil tho pro. 
visions of this net sha ll apply to such fractional to\'l'nshipa, and such 
parts of towmhips, the same ns though they were tow'nahips, except. 
inp; as otherwise provided herein. 

§ 22. Be it .further enac!ed, That in case from any cause, there 
ahould be n vacancy in the oflico ol' Superintendent of Common 
Schools, it shalf, and may bo lawful, r.,r the Governor, in ' 'acation, to 
fill up the va~ancy for the unexpired te rm, by appointment; which 
appointment shall cease at tho end of tho session of the first Legisla• 
lure therentler, unleu th11 same shall be confirmed by the Senate. 
That ' 'acancies in the office or Commissionei'A of Common Schoole, 
shall he filled for the une1pirt>d term, by new election, which shall 
be ordered by tho Clerk, as provide(# herein; and vacancies of Trus• 
tees shall bo filled by election of the parents and guardians of the 
respective scholars in each school. 

§ 23. Be it fur/Iter enacted, That any person damaging or com. 
mill ing waste ll{lon any of the township school lands in this State, shall 
be liable to be indicted, and on conv~tion,shall be fined or imprisoned, 
at the di~retion of tho Jury trying the complaints. 

§ 24. B e il further enacted That if any Commissioner of Com. 
mon Schools, who may ho clect~d under the pruvisions of this net, 
shall, while he resit.f••s in said county, refuse to accept or neglect to 
perform the dutiL'S of his oflice, he shall be liable to be indicted for a 
misdemeanor, and on con,·iction, shall be fined at the discretion ot' a 
Jury. 

§ 2:). B e it fur/Iter Clracletl, Thnt if any of the officers cnumcra• 
ted in this act, sl1all willi•llj misappropriate, or sh:tll apply to his own 
use, any of the fimds enumerated in this net, he shall !Jc )it,hle to he 
indicted, and on conviction. shnll bo fined in n sum not exceeding 
J!ouhle the amount so misa11propriated or used, or imprisoned not Pl· 

ceeding two years at the discretion of n Jury, and shall be r.>re,·er dis• 
qualified from holding any oflice in this State. 

§ 26. Be it further enacted, That all la,vs and parts of la\YS in• 
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eonslstent with this n~t, be, and the same .aro.hereby .repea!ed, and 
it shall be the duty of· the Judges of the Cr.rcurt Courts of thrs State 
to give this act in charge to the Gr~nd Jurres. 

Upon reading this Bill, your ExcelleMy will r«!adily perceive, 
that it is made in anticipation of the sale of tho School lands; 
without which I am unable to devise a Common School System 
throughout th: Stale. As our Legislature have, by resolution passed 
12th December, 1845, requested our Rt>preaentatives i.n Congress, to 
urge tho passage of a la\v giving to the State author~ly to sELL the 
School lands, there can be no doubt but that such!" Bill will be paned 
during the coming seS!lion of ~Otlgress; that betn~ done, I am una._ 
ble to perceive any obstacle 111 the way of carrymg out the system 
above..!]pprted. 

I hnv& the honor to be, 
Your Ob't: Serv't., 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD: 
St. Augustine, E . Florida, Oct. 11, 1847. 

REPORT OF HON. Wl\1. f!IARVIN. 

'fo Hi; Excellency W~t. D. MosELEY, 
Governor of the State of Florida : 

Sxn :-1 bad the honor, some_time during the l~~:st ~ummer, to re; 
ceivo from your Excellency a commission, nppo!nh.ng me II Com. 
missioner of Common Schools for tho Southern Drstrrct o.ftbe State. 
This appointment, I 81,1ppose, was made under t~e .author!'Y of a. rea. 
olution of tho last General Aesembly, "requesting the Governor to 
appoint in each di\·i~ion of the State two competent persons, who 
shall bo requested to submit (o the n~xt G eneral Assembly, a plag 
for the establishment of a system of Common Schools adapted to 
their section of tho State, with such ·remarks as may seem to them 
necessary to a perfect comprehension of. their views ; and. also to , 
give their views with regard to the estabhshn:ent of ~ca~em10s, and 
the two Unh•e rsities, and the manner of therr orgamzat10n: Pro· 
vided, That no compensation shall be paid to the perwns so ap. 

pointed." -. . . . _ 1 • 
In compliance mth the request contarned rn th1s rc .,o.~tlon, I 

herewith· sulunit to your Excellency, to bo laid .hcfi~re the (o rm,~~·al 
.\ssemhly; a bill to Lo e ntitled," An Act to provtdo tor the <'>tat. .. ,h. 
ment of Schools throughout the State"-which i3 as well a<bptcd to 
this section of the State, and also to the whole State, as I a::r capa. 
ble of making it. . 

I also submit a. few remarks upon the !Jill, as rcquesl?r~, 1n onlcr 
to facilitate a correct unde rstanding of its principal prol'o>IOns: 

It is known to e1·cry person acquainted "ith the financ1~l re. 
sources and conditi?n of the State, that a systclll of free schoo.s, .or 
schools supported at tho S tate expense, c:\n110t, :i't present, b~ ma.n< 
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taincd, without resorting to nn incrcnsed rate t!f taxation. Tho' 
School Fund is still in an elementary condition, and, lo a considern. 
Lie degree, is yet to be crcn!ed. Hcsides tho income of this small­
fund, I know of no means possoBSed by tho Stale, but direct laxation, 
with which to defray the expenses of a system of free. schools. To 
laxation for this object, and to the extent necessary. to the sur.cess of. 
a system of free schools, I do not think that tho people are prepared 
to consent. A system of entirely free schools then, for this State, is, 
I think, entirely out of the question, for some yeara to come. Schoole 
can only be established and maintained by the \'olunlary exertions 
of individuals, aided, in some degree, by the income of the school 
fund, and associated together with a view to an apportionment and 
di,•ision of the expense. ' 

The Stale, however, can do much to assist in the oatablishmenl 
and maintenance of 8Chools. It can, as its revenues increase, and 
opportunity offers, augment the school fund, by grnnts and donations. 
It ca11 provide by law for tho prudent and careful management and 
administration of this fund, and apply the annual income to teachers 
aalaries, or charges for tuition, and thus diminish the expense to 
parents. It can aid pa rents in associating, and unitin~ their oflorte 
in tho support of schools, by passing laws giving a legal sanction to 
the ir ussociation, and e!liciency to thei r exertions. 

Tho bill submilled is drawn up with reference to these general' 
views of the suhject. It is divided into lh·e heads or articles, for the 
convenience of reference, as well as for & more ready understanding 
of the whole subjsct. Article I; treats oft be School Fund, its man­
agement, inYestment, and the distribution of its income. Article II, 
tre&ts of the State Superintendent of Schools and his dutiee. Arti· 
clo III, tre&ts of the County Superintendent and.his duties. Articlo 
IV, treata of School Districts and Schools. Article V, treats of Ap­
peals to the State Superintendent. I 1ubmit a few remarks upon 
each of these articles. And first : 

AllTlCLE I. 

Of the S~l Pund. 

The'first section of this article points out tho sources of the State 
Common School Fund, which are : 1. The jive per ccnt11m of the 
71ett proceeds of the sales of the lands of II~ United Stales, granted 
by Congress to the State for the purposes of cduc4tion. This fi\'O 
pC'r cent for the year 1~45, amountt•d to $975.80. For the year 
1846, 82000 were estimated by the Preeidenl of tho Tnistees of tho 
~eminary lands in his report of that year.. 2d. The proceeds f!f the 
sales of the siJ:teentll sec/ions or school lands i11 cacll toumship. Thee 
lamfs were granted J.y Congress to the State, for tho use of the in­
lmhitnnts oft he respective to\Ynships, in which tile section is situated. 
-See act of Congress of 18·15.-B>: the t?rms of the grant, tho 
proceeds of their sale cannot be consolidated mto one common fund, 
~nd further legislation of Congress is necessary to eflcct this object. 

,. 

3[1 

•S: agree e ntirely with .'Yh_at is said· by tho President of tho Trustc~~ of 
tho seminary lands, in hts excellent report for tho ,tear 184,.0, upon 
the subject of t he expediency of selling these lands, and consolidating 
the proceeds. No considcrniJII' number of schools can ever be es. 
tablished, or orranized in this State, with any relcrpncc to town. 
ship lines. Butl incline to diller wit~ him. in supposin:,: thnt. Con­
gress will require the c?nsc;nt of th? mhabttants. of· each part1cular 
townshil'• to such consohdntton. It IS true, that m the acts. of Con. 
greas authorizing Ohio, Indinna,_ ~nd Alab~ma, to sell t~etr ~~hool 
lands, a proviso is inserted, rcqumng the consent of the mhabltnnt~ 
o( each township to he given, previous to the s_ale, ami also a pr_o­
•iso securinrr to the inhabitants of each townshl]> the proceeds of tls 
ow~ siiteenthbsection. But it is to be remarked, in relation to the orig. 
ina! grants of these lands, that they were !"ade~ ·not to the State for 
the use of the inhabitants, &c. , hut to the mhab1tants themsch·es, so 
thaCtliCState could neither manage nor sell them. Not so as ~o 
tho Florida grant. It is t!'lnde to th!' State for the ~se, &c. Is 11 
not prolmiJio that Ohio, b diana and A!ahama, stmply sough~ of 
Conrrress authority to sell their lamk. aad that the R epresentatl\'es 
from "these States, themselves, caused the pro,·isos and r«.'strictions to 
be inse rted in the uill, as cnnsistent with the ir own State policy in 
relati~n to Schools: As to Ohio, and I Le!:eve also as to Indiana, 
&beir schools arc established all(! or;;a:1i zt•d in refe rence to townshi11 
boundaries, as i~ the case also ir. :\cw Yor:: , and in. the ::"i'ew Eng. 
la nd States gene rally. The Ohio act is the f:rst in ord.cr of ti.~ne, and 
the Indiana nnd Alabama acts ~-ppear to be mere cop1es of 1.. . 

The practice cf Congrcos roscrvi01g the si~toonth teet ion from sale 
and " rantinrr it for the support of schools w ithin the townships, com. 
men~ed as 

0
earlv ns 1783, ut:dcr the co;Jfcde ::o.t:o:J, It was first ap­

plied to the North.\·:est T~rritory, _oat. of \~~lic~l ha\•o since been fo rm · 
ed the States of 01119, lr:chana, llhnc,:s, !1.1ch1g?.n, Iowa, &c. As to 
tbis Territo:y, it could, ::.t that ear!y day, ha,·e !:Jcen \'cry easi ly fore­
eecn, that it wou!J jlOS&ess, b the fi1ture, a ,·e:y C:ense white populi\. 
tion and be settled priucip:tlly wit b emi;_:!r::ntJ li-om i\ew I :nglaml 
and 

1
i': cw York, who ,·.-ere f"miliar ti·om t:;c ir ~.:: ;·JieGt recc::ections, 

with the ciril and pol itical dl\'isions of the count ry into township-., 
with the ir se lect men, w pe;·viso;-s, town c]c;-ks, &c. ; and whose 
IIChools had alw:.:ys beon cst·.::,:is:;cd and organized with relc rcucc to 
townshi1• linPs. It couid he fore•eon, too, from the uni{orm a mi gen. 
oral fertility of tho country, that nearly e very town~hip wo.uld be C~· 
pable of. supporting a numhe r of schools. It wa;; 111 relatwn to th1s 
country, that the sixt~cnih r.Pction :"'a' firiit r~•Ptvcd f~om ~ale for the 
111ailllaimmcc of ]lllbltc schools U'lihmlhe /(llmsJ.,p. Lach n"~nnce of 
reservation since, (with one exccptiool, which I shall sorm nnl_tco) has 
followed in the same track, one law IJeing olten st•n•ih-l_v cop1crl fro~ 
another, without any inquiry in re lation to, ?r cons~dcn~lion ror,~he dtf­
ference in country, climate, o r people, unttl we lrnrl 111 tlus. ::italc~ a 
large majority of the sixt~enth sections limitl'd t_o the _use ol the n~: 
.h~bitants of townships that will e ither nC \'<' 1' he tnhaluted nt all, or tf 
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inhabited, not with people enough to support a school ; and the inbaLi, 
tants of tho State a ro generally totally unacquainted with the ci,•il 
and political divisions of townships-what was wise, politic and prac. 
ticable in the Northwest Territory, is neither tho one nor the other iu 
Florida. Thia apparent disregard of tho dillerenco of country, eli. 
mate a~d ~eople, baa beeu tho result, I think, ~ot of design, not of a 
doterm111ataon on tho part of Congress to adhere to one unbending, 
undeviating rule, however inapplicable to particular cases, but to a 
want of thought, of proper consideration on the part. of tho persons 
who have had the particular matter in charge. It is easier to copy 
a law than to drnw Ufl a new bill, and copy has followed copy in eacb 
of the acts of Congress on tho subject, with one exception, and that 
is in the case of Michigan. In the SUflplementary act admitting i\lich, 
igan into the Union, passed i11 1836, tho sixtecntl! section is granted 
to the State absolutely and unconditionally, and without any declara. 
ratiori of a use or benefit in favor of the inhabitanta of the particular 
townshifl. What Congress then did in relation to Michigan, where 
dchools can be organized upon the basis of townships, and where that 
division i1 familiar to the people, it will do for Florida, where school6 
cannot be organized with reference to townships, and where such po. 
l itical di,·isions do not e~ist. All that this State wants is the princi. -
pie of the .Michigan act applied to it,-unJ I feel pe rsuaded, that our 
l:ienators and ltupresentntive, if themsch·es in fin·or of the change, 
cannot liLil to procure it fo r the State. 

It is po~sihle, however, that Congress may conside r the grant a). 
ready n1aqe ns ,·ettin).! such nn inter~st in tho iuhabitants ortbe rea. 
pecth·e township•, ns rbat houy rni;.;l•t not feel authorized to mrv or 
qualify. ·\rithout the consent of the inhal,i lauts, or each townsbiti in. 
tcrcst~d. But I inclinl' to think that the r~qucst of the General As. 
s<'mbly would l,c t!ce rucd by that Locly a su llicicnt conscnl, parricular. 
ly, as tbc~c sect ions nrc r:ut in pusscssion of the townsl•il''• and no . 
townshit• ~cbools have l.~en estaiJiishccJ. It would IJc well at anv 
rate to 111a~c tin• application to Congr~>s f<H· h-are to scli tlwsc lamis 
nnd con,uliuato th~ proceeds ; and irrhc Con;;n·ss "!tou!d rcti~<e leave, 
unless tbe c·onscnt of tho inlw.IJitants uf tlw townsbips Le given, then 
it will IJe prop<'r for the ticneral .-\ssclllbly to consider in wbat other 
rnodc such consolidatiun can htst be eflcctcd. Tbc cliflieultics of oh. 
tainin;,; the consent of the inhabitant• or the rcspecti''" townships, 
appear tu me almo; t in, upcraule. 1\lany of tlw to.wn>hips nrc unin­
habited, and probably always will be ; others bave lew iul1ahitants ; 
tho towusl1ip lines arc unknown to tl1c inbabitanls; a nd in tbe town. 
'hips wbc rc til<' tiection is good for any tiling, they will not consent 
to the cunsolid:trion. 

Tbe ~··ction or the hill unde r considoration pro,·iuet, that tho pro. 
c<'cds of the sa lo of the sixteenth ee<;tious, whcuner tlu~y may be 
lawfully cousolidateJ, shall constitute a conHuoulimd. 

The ~~~~t item muntinned in tho St'ction as constituting a part of 
the school fund, i~-" The nett 7•rocrrd~ of all rstate.<, real or pcr-
~~llctl, cschcating or t·ceerting to the State, 011 account of a def ect of ' 
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kirs or nut of kin." As to this item, little need be said. Stich e1. : 
cheats and reversio~s are<an unf!Jpected acquisition, that .inay well be 
diverted from the oidinary rovel)ues of the State and applied to' the 

' 1111pport of schools. ' 
'fhe neJt item is the "nett procceiU, after the payry1ent of salvage · 

,and· other expeWies, of all property found on tlte coasts or shores of tluJ 
Stale, or brOUflltl into tlte Stale or its ports 0$ wreck or duel eel of the 
6Ca, in the sense of the 111aratime law, and for which no oumc~ shall ap. 
11ear and establis/1 !lis clai111 u:ithin 'a year a11d a .day.!' Tho te rm 
"wreck," Ly the common law, means property cast on shore hy the 
sea, hut by the maritime law it has a more extensive signification, 
and comprehends also property )oat or wrecked at sea. The phrase. 
" derelict of tll.c sea" means property deserted or abr.ndoned at . sea. 
Wreck and derelict of tho sea, hy the ancient common law, belong­
ed to the King as tbe sovereign of the country. The King often 
granted to lords of manors tho right to wrecks on the coast. After 
the conquest of England by William, Duke of Normandy, the King 
gr!\.!!.!.£!!jo the Lord High Admiral, a high officer of State, the right 
to all wreck and derelict of the sea. No suhject has in many years 
held that oflice. It is n~sted in the King, and ~e, not jure coronae, 
or as King, hut as the Lord Iligh Admiral, claims wreck and dere· 
lict Qf the sea. In this country we ha\'e neithe r King nor Lord 
High Admiral to claim droils of Admiralty, and the ancient nile of 
the common law, which is also the rule of all civilized nations, and 
which·gi•·es to the sor ere ig-n wreck and derelict of the aea, is in full 
fi1rce. The pcoplo aro the son·rcign, and as such, have the right to 
all wreck and derelict of the sea, in the absence of. the true owner. 
Whether the people of a State, or of the United States, ha,·e this 
right, may perhr.ps admit of some q•Jestion; and, although the right 
to wr~ck may b'! admitted to be in the State, the right to le~islato in 
regard to wreck, may hu in the Congress. Under the grant of power to 
r egu!atu commerce, Congress rnay, undoubtedly, pass laws for these. 
curity, sale, &c., of wrecked property and derelict of the sea; hut 
until Cong ress J oel! pass laws upon tho suhject, I deem it entirely 
proper, that the Slate Legislature should provide by luw tor the p~.r· 
ment into the State Treasury of the nett proceeds of all · ~ales of · 
wreck and derelict of the sea, allowing a year and a day, which is 
the period of time lixed by the maratimc law, for the owiwr to appear 
in and cstal,lish his c lai111. 

In a S tate h;l\·ing so cxtcnsi ,·e, nnd, in many parts, so dangerous, a 
~ea coast as t l1is, tile proccl'di of the sales of this species of property 
ought, in the cuursr. of a''"'' years, to amount to a consideraf,lc sum; 
and as they constitute no part of the ordinary rc\·enues of I he State, 
ll!ld arise out of the mislurtun~s and calamities of lllllslly strangers 
ltlld foreigners, they muy he made a ,·cry appropriate oil<· ring to tht: 
<:ause of education. 

The items mentioned, torTethcr with such ndtlirious as may here. 
afier be made to the schooi"fund, l>y grarlts from the Legislaturl', do. 
nation~ from individuals, or in any other manner. ar~ t:eciarcd in the J 
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eoction to eonstituto a porml\nont and common fund, tho interest of 
which shall be applied to tho support of schools throughout the State. 

In re lation to tho general management and investment of this fund, 
but little need be said. I think the bill is clear, and will be fully un. 
derstood on this subject. I prefer that the fund should be managed 
by the Comptroller, &c. to the creation of any n.ew office for that 
purpose. The Comt>traller will gooorally be a fit and competent 
officer to have the charge of tho investment of tho fund, tho collec. 
lion of the interest, &c. As to the investment, the bill authorizes 
the funds to be invested either in State or United States stocks, or 
loaned to the citizens of the State, upon tho security of bond and 
mortgagO'upon unincumbe.rc~ real estate. . . 

In making loans, the prmcap ll matters for consadernhon and to be 
desired, are the security of tho money loaned, the prompt payment of 
the inte rest, and a ready and cheap mode of enforcing payment of 
tho debt, if it be not ,•oluntarily made. On these points, it appears tD 
me that the bill i~ sufficiently guarded. Tho money is to he loaned 
on tho security of bond and mortgage. upon unincumbered real cs. 
tate with double the amount loaned, in small sums, and for short pe. 
riod~ of time. If default he made in tho payment of either interest 
or pdncipal, the whole debt is to become due, and the bond and mort.. 
~go aro to ba~·c tho .effect of a j.udgment at law, and tho C_omptroller 
m11.y, at once, issue has warrant an tbe nature of an cxecuhon for the 
collection of the debt. I think tho money can be loaned upon tbc!IB 
terms, and if so, these or terms of a similar character ought to be 
oxacted •. 

Tho 91b.:secl ion of the bill provides for the annual apportionment 
of the interest or income of tho school fund atnongst the sc,·eral 
counties of the Stl,\te, in proportion to the number of wllite children 
between the ages of six nnd eight~en ~~siding !n eac~. ~n. order to 
understand the operation and prachcnbalaty of thas section, at as neces. 
aary to ad,•crt to subsequent parts of the bill. By these, it i~ provi. 
dod that County Superintendents oj schools shall be elected an encb. 
. county, who are authorized, am.ong other. things, to. set o!f,nn~ ~sta~. 
lisb sch·ool districl8 within thear respective co11ntaes. 1 be annaba. 
tants of each school district elect three Trustees, who ha,·e the gen. 
eral management of tho aftairs of tho school, build the school house, 
employ the teacher, &c., and whoso duty it is aleo made to make a 
report every year to the County Superintendent, stating. in thei~ re­
port the number of white children between the ages of sat and eagb. 
teen residing within tboir district on the , first day of Iuly. From 
these reports the County Superintendent makes out nnd forwards tD 
the State Supcrintenrlentt~ before the first dny of December, a r~p?rt, 
atatln" tho whole number of children between these ages rcsadmg 
in th~ county, so that the State Superintendent, on t~e first. day of 
December is fully informed as to tho number of chaldren 111 each 
county of ;he State, on the first d.ay of Ju~y previ~us, and the np~or. 
rionment ·nceortlin .. ro the rule laad clown 111 the ball bc•comes a sam. 
plo matter of arithmetical calculation. The Secretary of State is 
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fo be State Suporlntondont of echools. fiut no county. is to be onu- · 
tied to any portion of tho scliool monies, unless a school bns been 
kept in it for at least three months in the year. When the appor. 
tionment is made, the portion of each county is to be paid to tho 
County Superintendent, who divides it amongst the several school 
districts in which a school has been kept during tho year, according 
to tho number of children in each, and pays the portion of each dis. 
trict to tho Trustees, who are required to expend it in the payment o( 
the teachers' wages or salary. These various provisions secure, lst. · 
A fair annual apportionment and distribution of the school monies 
amongst the different counties according to the number of children 
in each. ::!d. A similar distribution amongst tho different school dis. 
triers in each county in which a school ha.s been kept. 3d. Tho 
application of these monies to the payment of teachers' wages, IIBI· 
aries, or charges for tuition. 

Al!TICLE I!. 

Of the Stale Superinlendent of School1. 

The bill makes the Secretary of State, by virtue of his offico, 
State Superintendent of Common Schools. The duties of the Stnto 
Supprintendent are not arduotf1, and are clearly defined in the bill. 
He is, 1st. To apportion tho school monies amongst the ~everar 
counties. 2d. To make an annual report to the Governor, to be laid 
before the General Assembly, of his apportionment, the number of 
children in the several counties of tbe State, the condition of tho 
schools, &c. 3d. To recommend school books, maps, &c. Tho 
recommendation of the Stnto Superintendent will tend to introduco 
into schools a better class of school books than parents or teachers 
wcmld be apt to select. 1\fercbants ahd store keepers will keep on 
hand for sale, tho books, &c. thus recommended'. ~ 

ARTICLE III. 

Of the County Superintendenta • 

The duties of the County Superintendents are, 1st. To establish 
BChool districl8 in hi~ county. 2d. To make an annual report to the 
State Superintendent of the number of children, schools, &c. in his 
county. 3d. To receive the school mouiesallotted to his county, and 
apportion them amongst the severn! school districts. 4!b. T o ,·isit 
the scbo.Jls in his county, and endeavor to promote the cause of cdu. 
cation. 'His office is without fees or emoluments, and he will gen. 
erally be selected on account of his superior interest or zeal iu tho 
cause of education, and his gcne.ral fitness for tho office. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Of School Districts and Schools. 

Although an attentive rending of the bill upon this subject <'annot 
fail, as I think, to make its provis:ons undcrstooil, yet a cursory and 

J 
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general notice of them, in this place, may not be entirely super. 
fluous. 

According to the provisions of the bill, the County Superintendents 
of each county establish, in their respective counties, school dis. 
tricta in the different towns, villages, neighborhoods and aettlemente, 
as the convenience of the inhabitants may require, and fix the time 
and place of the first district meeting of the inhabitants. The in. 
habitants of each district, or such of them as are entitled to vote, 
whenever lawfully assembled, either at their first or any subsequent 
meeting, have power, among other things, to designate a site for tho 
district school house ; to vote and lay a tax upon the taxa hie inbabi. 
tan!~ of the district for the purpose ofboilding or p rchasing n school 
house and keeping it in repair; to choose three Trnstees, who in 
general terms are empowered to execute the votes :md resolutions of 
the meeting, by building or purchasing the school house, employing 
the teacher, &c. The meeting also appoints the time and place of 
holding subsequent meetings, and choose a clerk and collector. Tho 
inhabitants tax thcmseh•es, for building the school house. The Trus. 
tees cannot tax them. WheA the tax is voted, the Trustees appor. 
tion it amongst the inhabitants of the district, and fix the amount 
which each shall pay according to the l"alue of his property, ascer• 
taiued, as near na ·may be, from the last assessmept roll oft he county, 
and make out and deli 'fer to the collector of the district the tax list, 
with their warrant for its collection. The collector collects the tax 
and pays the money to the Trustees, \Vho build or purchase the school 
bouse. The Trustees also employ the teacher. They apply the 
ecbool monies receired from the State to tbe payment of his wagea, 
salary or charge• for tuition, and collect the resi.due of his wages, 
aalary or charges for tuition, from the parents or guardians, whose 
children or wards have nttefldcd the school, according to the number 
of children and days attendance which each is liable for. In making 
this collection, they may issue their warrant to the district collector, 
wbo collects tho money. They are also empowered to exempt from 
the payment of teachers' wages, slllary, or charges for tuition all 
such indi.,cnt pcrsonJ within the district as they may think proper. 
The Tru~ecs also make an annual report (the form is gh·en) to the 
Countv SnperintendPnt, who reports to the State Superint!'ndcnt, and 
he to ihe General Ass!'mbly. In this way Yaluable statist ical infor. 
mation in relation to schools is annually collected and pu)llished. 

From this hricfreview, it \viii bo seen, that the hill points out an 
easy and practicable mode, by which the inhabitants of any to":"• 
villa"e and nei.,hborhood, can assemble, ·and ,·ote a tax, nppomt 
Trustees to huild a school house, employ n teacher, and mat)age 
the general nlf.~irs of the S'chool. A IP"al sanction is gi,·en to t iw 
Yotcs and resolutions of the meeting, and"'a ready and cheap moda oi 
collecting the tax, and onforcin~ payment of the teachers wages or 
ch:uges for tution is pro,·ide~l-thus efficic?cy is impar~cclto Y~:u~­
tary efforts, and tbe State atds tbo cntc:pnse and cxcrttons of !Ddt ·· 
'l'iduals. 
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ARTICLE Jl', 

Of .Appeal8. 
'l'he atlicle provides for appeals in all matters of conlrol"eray aria• 

lng under the bill to the State SuperintAndent. I do not regard tb~ 
article as essential to the bill ; but it.can do no harm, and will pro. 
bahly prove useful. · 

I here conclude what I have to aay upon the subject of the bill 
submitted. Many persona, better informed upon the subject than I 
am, will deem what I have already said tipneceaaary and prolix. 
Others may possibly derivs some profit from an attentive perusal of 
the remarks I hal"e made. They are intended to facilitate a ready 
and correct understanding of the bill, upon which I hue bestowed a 
great deal of labor and reflection, however Imperfect and defective 
it may prove. 

..,.s..tQ..!Jie establishment of Academies and the two U nivorsities, 
in regard to which the Commissioners are requested to givo their 
Yiews, I can, at present, only say, that, believing that the Genero1l 
Assembly would not probably proceed to pass laws to proride for tho 
establishment ofthese, until more of the Unh·ersity lands were sold, 
nnd a larger fund accumulated, I have given to the subject hut lit • . 
tie reflection, and am not prepared to expross any settled or well de. 
fined views npon fhe subject. I beg l('a,·e, however, to suggest, as 
worthy ·or consideration, whether it be not advisable,, that Acade. 
mies, in the towns and villages, should be connected with tbe two 
Universities JUj branches, and thus partake of the advantages of"! he 
University funds. Such an arrangement would diffuse moro general· 
Jy through tho State the benl!lils of these funds, and the means of edu. 
cation, than the cxclush·e application of them to tho ·endorsement of 
two Universities, without such branches, could possibly do. 

I regret to say, that in consequence of tho absence of the ReY.l\lr . 
. -\dams, who was a lso iippointed a Commissioner for this District, I . 
ha,·e been deprived of the benefits of his views in drawing up the Lill ' 
r~ported. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c., &c. 

. WM. IIIARYIX. 

OF SCHOOLS. 
,t JliLL to be enlitlcd .111 A cl to proride for the cstahlislunent ~/ 

::iclfuOls throughout the Stille. 
ARTICLl·: J, 

Of the School Fund. 
Sr:I.-'TlOX 1. He i t enacted b11 the S enate mul ll.mvr. of R cprcs<:nfa . 

lives of the Slutr. of Florida, i 11 General .4 ssembly (;o;ttrncd, as.ful­
lotcs: The five per cent. of tiJC nett proceeds of the sal~s of the Unil~d 
States lands within this State, granted !Jy Con~r~s> to the ~tate, fvr 
the purposes of education; and also the proceed> of the '~i~s of ti1e 
school lands, or sixteenth sect ions in th<' ::;tate, or the lands t!tat m~y 
he selected in lieu thereof, whcncrer the same ~hall he sol:.! under th•~ 
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a uthority of the State, or of Congreu, and may be lawfully cousoli.;; 
dated together with the prooeeds of all estates, real or personal, ea. 
cheating' or reYerting to the · State .on account of 4 defect of heirs or 
nell of kin ; and the nett proceeds aller the payment '!f salvage anti · 
other expenses of all property found on the coaats or shores of the . 
State, or brought into th9 S'tate or its porta, as wreck or derelict of 
the sea in the se111e of maratime law, and for which oo owner shall 
appear and establish his cla'irrr withiQ..a year and a day, together witb 
such gran~ or additions as may in any manner hereafter be madu 
thereto, shall conatituto a permanent and common fund, to bo calletf 
tho ScbooJ'Fund, the interest or income of which' shall be inviolably 
:tpl•lied to the support of common sclioola lbrougb'Outtbe Sta.te. 

§ 2. ·the Register of tho Land Office shall have tho care and 
management of'alllands belonging to the schoo.l fund, and shall when. 
(II'Cr authorized, aell and dispose of the same according to law. The 
proceeds of all sales of school lands, and all monies belonging to thu 
comm'on school fund; shall be paid into the Treasury of the State. 

§ a. The Treasurer ah:~!l keep a separate and dialinct ar.count. of 
all receipta and diaburs"!me>nla on account of the school fund ; wluch 
u•:r.ountaballshow whet l,r- r the receipt or disbursement be on account 
, : · the CDJlital or interest of such fund. 

~ 4. Whenever there aball be in the Tre~ry any money belong. 
tn·; lo the capital of the school fund, it shall be the duly of tho Comp. 
t r~ler to in1•est the same in the public stocks of this State, or of thu 
IJnited Statea, or to loan the same to the citize ns of this Stat!!, a s· 
l"ither mode of in1·estment shall be deemed by tho Comptroller, thc 
Superintendent of Common Schools, and the Governor, most ad \'!ln. 
tu.zeous to such fund. . 
· ~ 5. Whenever any part of the capital of said fund shall bo loan.ecl 
lo any of the citizens of this Stale , the repayment of such loan wtth 
a nnual interest thereon, at soven per ce nt. per annum, sha ll bo secu­
red by bond and mortgage, taken in the namo of the State, upon un. 
iitcumbe red real estate, worth in cash at leas\ double the amount o( 
the loan. Additional collatera l st!'curity m ay a lso lJe tal!en hy the 
C omptroller. No such loan shall be madll lor a longer pe riod than 
Jhe yea rs, and no such loan sha ll ho rene wed. ~o sum exceeding 
two thousand dollars shall be loaned to any one pe rson. 

§ G. Every bond and mort~ag<', t,;i¥cn fo r a ny such loan, ~hn.ll co~t , 
litin a cla use mnkin" the entire de bt to bccom~ due upon dt•lault 111 

lha ·paymcnt of any fnstaltn'cnt, or the intt! rcst. at the ti_n\e_ ,e ithc ~ be . 
eontes due, and authoriz!flg the C omptrolle r, 111 he halt ol thc ::Slate, 
up•m such default, to issue his warrant fur the collection of the dc iJr, 
iflt~rest nnd costs. 

§ 7. Upon any such 8cfault being m:ul: , the Comptrolle~ sh~U 
i• -tt<: h is· warrant in tho nature of an Clecutton at law, to tho ::She ntl 
ot' the prope r County, commanding him to !cry tho debt, interest and 
c (}sls ot' the "Oods a nd chattels, lands a nd tt!ne rnent~ of the de btor, 
uuu ~:uticula~ly of tho mort~aged premises, (describing tltem.) anti 
th<lt he make return thereot; and of his proceedings, to t!te <.:ot:rp 
,.,J:cr, within four months li·om the dat'! the reof. 
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;~ . 8. Every such warrant shall have the force an·d effect ciT an ext-
· cullen. at law,, 1\n.d shall be executed by t~e ~heriffto \vhom it may 
l:o deltvered, tn ltke manner as an executiOn r11ued out of a Court of 
Record. The Sheriff shall, in like manner, be liabfe to attachment 
in tbe Circuit Court of the county: for any misfeasance or nonfea. 
sance in the execution of such warrant. 

§ 9. The income or interest of the capital of the school fund a hull 
be. annually apportioned, hy the State Superintendent of Schools, on · 
rhe first day of fiecember 'in each year, amongst the several counties 
oftho State, according to the ratio m white children between. the 
ages of six and eighteen years, re,iding within each county com. 
pared with the number residing in the whole State, aa asce;tained 

·J.y the annual reports made hy tho several Couaty Superintendents. 
llut_!lo County shall hnro allotted ·to it any ptrrt of said monies, un. 
leiS tnti'illlllppear, hy the rr.port of the 'Cotinty·Superintendent that 
«t least one School of at least fifteen children, hu been kept in

1 
such 

county, for a term of a : least thren mont~}~, duriog the year last past 
from tho date of such r~turn. E\•cry 6uch apportionment shaH . be 
fileJ with the ComptroiiPr. 

§ 10. Upon ~\'Cry such apportionment be ing n!t•d, the Comptrol. 
ler aball drt.w hts several wa rrants on the Treasurer for the pnrtion 
Cl\ch county may be entitled to rcccil·e, and in fuor of el\ch County 
Superihte ndent, or in fa1·or of such person as the County Superinten. 
dent may llppoint to receive the same, for the ·use of the several 
Schools· in his couuty, and to be apportioned &along them M herein. 
aft~r directed. 

ARTICLE II. 

Uf tTw. St11te Superi11terulem. 
.§ 1. Th:l Secretar.;,· of State sball be, hy virtue .gf his otfice, Su. 

Jl~rintendent of Schools for the State . 
§ 2. It shall be his duty :- ~ 
1.. To make. an. annual apportion~ent according to law, of the 

~ontes to he dtstrtbuted amongst the several counties of the State 
for the support of Schools, and to file such apportionment with the 
Comptroller. 

2 . To make an apnual rl'portlo the Governor, to be laid before 
tl.:e General Assembly, of the number of children in the State and 
the number in each county, ~etween the ages of 6ix and eighteen 
years, the number of Schools m the State, and tho numbe r in each 
coun~y, and tbe number ?f childre n attending School in each c.ounty, 
nnd tn tbe State, accordmg to the report& made to him by the sere. 
ral C~unty Superinte ndents; ~nd also t? make report of the yearly 
u.pporttnnments of School montes, showmg the amount apportioned 
!o each _county, an~ to make such suggestions and recommendations 
tn rclallon to the mcrease of the 6Cbool fund, and tJJC imprO'o'ement 
of schools, as he may deem use ful or expedient. 

3. To recommend, by circular or othe rwise, from time to tim~, ns 
he may think ad1·isahle, to the County Superint endents, Trustees of 
School Districts and Teachers, the best school books, maps, chart" 
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globe1, or other aids to learning, and the late improvements in the 
~ode or art of teaching, . . 

4 . To perform such other dutiea u may, from time to time, be 
required ofbim by law. 

:;. To hear and decide appeala, as hereinafter provided. 
ARTICL!l 111. 

Of the County S.uperintendent: . 
§ 1. ~fhere ahall be elected in each county ~f tho State, by the 

qualified voters, at the election for Representatives to tho General 
A111embly, in eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and therea fter, at 
e1•ery general election of Sheriffs, County Commissioners, and other 
couo.ty officer1, a Superintendent of Schools for the county, who shull 
hold his office until hia succesaor be elected. 

§ :.!. It shall be his duty-
1. To catabliah achool distric ts within his county, to fix their boun. 

darie1, and to regulate, alte r and aboliah such di, tricts, as the convc. 
n ienee of the inhabitants may require. But no neighborhood shall 
be erected into a separate school district, wherein, nt least fifteen chi I· 
dren, bctweeh the ages of six and eighteen, cannot br. assembled in 
achool. 1\. neighborhood 1,1•ing in two or more diflc rent counties, may 
be formed into one district hy the Superintendents of the several 
counties in which such diatrict is to be established. Every distric• 
so formed, shall be deemed to be in the county in which the school 
house may be aituated, for the purposes of malting reports, and tho 
' 'i!itation of the County Superintendent. 

2. T o receive and preserve the reports made to him by the Trus. 
tees of the se1·e ral school districts in his county ; and to mako nnd 
transmit annually to the State Superintendent a 'report in writing, to 
be dt\led on the first day of July in ea..:h y<'ar, nnd to be re'eeil·ed by 
&uch Superintendent before the !frst day of Dr.cember in ench year, 
s tating in such report, the number of school districta in his county, 
and their names, the number of children between the ages of six nnd 
eighteen years residing in his county, and in each district, at the date 
of his report; the length of time a school has been kept in each dis. 
trict since the date of his last report, and the number of children a t. 
tending IUCh achooJ, according to the reports made 1<!, him, Of his 
predecessor in effice, by the Trustees of the several school districts. 

3. To apply (or and receive the porti•m of school monies ~ppor. 
tioned to his county by the State Superintendent, and t.o appor:tton the 
aame among the several school districts in his county, according to 
the ratio of children between the ages of six and eightet'n years, 
residing in such district, as ::ompared with the number residing in the 
whole county, ascertained by tho reports made to him by the Trus. 
tees of the several school districts ; and to pay o1·er to the Trustees 
of eacli district, ita proper proportion, for the use of the school therein. 
But no district shall be entitled to receive any part of the school mo. 
nies allotted to any county, unless the Trustees of such district shall 
have made to the County Super~~~t, a report of the number of 
children in their district, as here ina ~r~quired of them ; nor unleu 
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It shall appear from the·ir report that a aebool of at leut lilleen papilt 
bas been kept in their district for at' leut three moatb1, during the 
year last past from the date of their report. · 

4. T o visit the schGOls in his couaty at leut once 1 year and en. 
dea1•or.to promote an inte rest in parente, teacben and pupii., in the 
cau.se of educat_ion. When tmployed in vielting ee .. ool1, be aball be 
enttrled I~ rece1ve three dollars a day, to be paid hint by the county. 

§ 2. It any person elected a County Superlnteadent, ahall refuse 
or neglect to make the report to the State Superintendent, as herei11 
required of him, and in consequence thereof hie county shall lose ita 
proper portion of the school monica for any year, or shall refuse or 
negli'Cf'lilnpply for, apportion and pay over auch monies as herein 
required of him, sut"h pen on shall be liable to each aebool distzict for 
ita proper proportion of such school monies, and iu addition thereto, a 
penalty of twenty-five dollars, to be sued for in an acti.on of debt or 
assumpsit, in the names of the Trustees, be(ore any Court havin,.'Ju. 
risdiction thereof. 0 

_ 

ARTICLE 1\' , 

Of Schools and S chool D i81i-icts. 
§ 1. Whene1•er any school district shall be estal}Jished in any 

county hy the County S uperintendent, and whene1•er from anv cause 
a ~hool_dist rict shall be without Trust.,es, it shall be his durj• to ap. 
pomt n t1 me a nd place for n meeting of the inhahitants of scch dis. 
trict to elect Truslecs a nd other officers, and to cause such notice 
tlwrcof lobe given ns ho may deem necessary and proper. 

§ :?. No person shall 1·ote at any school district meetin,., unless bo 
s hall be a white inhatitant of the district and possess real "or personal 
estntc, or both, therein, to the value of fi1•e hundred dolla rs, or more .:J 

or unless he shall be such inha hitant and the head of a family bavh ; 
a child or children to educate io such district. . 0 

§ 3. T he inhabitants so entitled to I'Ote, whenever assem!Jied in 
pursuance or t h~ afures~id notice, or whenever lawfully assembled at 
any other d1stnct tnef:!tmg , shall have power, by a majority of the 
1·otes of those present-

1. T o appoint a chairman for the timo bein ... 
~· :~o adjourn from_tin!c to time as occasior~ may require. 
3. I o choose a D1stnc1 Clerk, three Trustees und one District 

Collector, :it .their first meeting nnd at every annuai meeting thereaf. 
ter. and as often ns such offices or either of them bcc"me mcanl. 
.. ~· T o appoint rhe time and place of holdin"' annual mcetilws. 

' '· :r:o designate a s ite for the district scbooi house. 0 

6. I o 1·ote nnd lay such tnx on the taxable inhabitants of the dis. 
trict ~s the mc;.ti•!g slmll deem sufficient to purchase or lease a suita. 
ble &lie f<lf 11 c.l rstnct school house, and to build, hire or purchase su_cu 
school house, nnd to keep in repai r and furnish the-same wilh ncces. 
sary fuel, furniture and appenda,es. 

_i· . T o 1·ote.nnd lay a tax on the taxable inbahitanls, not exceeding 
thtr!) dolla rs 111 any one year. for purchasin" a dislr!cl school li brary 
3nd malting additioos thrrcto. 0 
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9 4. It ihall be the duty of the clerk of each school district io ,.e., 
.c~ml the proce~di~g• of district school meetings, in a book to be pro. 
~·ade~ !Jy the daatr1ct, to give notice of special, adJourned and annual 
meetings, to keep and prescn·e the recortls, books and papers of his 
.office, ana deliver them to hie IUCCellor, . 

9 5. It .ahall be tho duty of the Trustees of every ~chool district, 
.and.they.ahall have power, ut. To.callspecial m~eting~ of the in. 
~aabat~nts w~ene,•er th?Y shall deem It necessary and .proper. 2d. 
To ~ave notace o; spee1al, ~onual and adjourned meetings of the in. 

JJabatants. 3d. f o .•pportaon the tu voted hy any district meeting 
among the taxable rnhabitants of the district in r,roportion nnd ac. 
cording to the quantity and value of the tuahle p~operty owned by 
-each of tlfcm, a&eertaincd, as far as possible, from the last State as. 
sessment roll oft he County; and lo made out a tax Jist of e\'ery such 
tax, containing tho names of tho persons taxed and the amount of tax 
payable by each, ·set opposite his name; and to annex to such list a 
warrant, directed to the collector of the district, for the collection of 
the sums in such list mentioned, with th·e cents on each dollar for his 
fees. 41h. To purchase or lease, in their names for the use of the 
~listrict, a sit.e f?r the district school llouse, as designated by a meet. 
mg ?f the dastract, and to b~ild, hire or purchase, keep in repair and 
furnash such school bouse wllb necessary fuel and appendage•. 

5. To ha~e tbe custody and safe keeping of the district schonl 
Jaouse. 

6. To <'mjiloy all teachers in o: district, and to B"rce with them 
for their w11ges, salary, or terms of tuition. 0 

7. T o apply all monies receh·ed from the County Superintendent 
for the use of Sc~?ols, to the payonont of lhe teachers wage~, salary, 
or charges for tuallon, and lo coll~ci the residue of such \\':\"l'S salary 
or charges for tuition, excepting such as Rball ba\·e been colle~ted by the 
teachers, from all persons liable therefor. 

8. 'l'o e1empt from the payment of the wages or salary of teach • 
.en, or the chnrges for tuition, all such indigent persons within the 
.district ns they shnU deem pN>per. ' 

9. To a'c~rtaiu, hy examiuation of the school lists kept by the 
teachers, llae number of childr~n, days Rnd length of timc, lor which 
each person, not so exl'mptecl, shall he liable to pay for instruction or 
tuition, and. the .amount p:ayable by each. The parent or guar1lian 
of e\·ery cluld wathdra 'l\·n from School, without cause just and sati~­
factcry to the Trustees, shall ' be liable, unless exempted ps indigent. 
for nt lens! three months tuition, if the term or session should so 
Jon~! continue. 

10. To make out a rnte or tuition bill, containin~ the name of 
l'ach pl'rson so liable, and tl1e amount lor which he is Jiahle, adding 
thereto th-e centR on enrh dollar of the sum due from him for coi­
lector's fcl's, and to annex thereto a warrant for the collection then• • 
.of, nnd rleli\·c r the sam<' to the Collector. 

11. T o a1•point a district clerk and collector whene,·er either 1/ 
: hcsc offices become \':\cant. Such clerk or collector so appointed 
to l10ld his office till the next dist rict meeting. 

' 
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§ f). The wnrranf a~nexed to any lax _lis!, raie .or tuition hilr,· 
shall be signed by the frusteer or a maJoraty of them, and shalt 
command the collector to collect from every person, in such tax list,. 
ratu or tuition Lill, named, the sum therein aet opposite his n11me ;­
and in case any inhabitant shall not pay such sum on .demand, tO" 
le\'Y the same of his goocls and chattels, lands ·ani! tenements, to. 
get her with his fees; and to make a return of such warrant, with the 
money collected by him to the 'l'rustees, within thirty days afier the· 
receipt thereof. 

§ 7. The collector shall execute every such \Yarrant accortling to· 
its requisitions, and whenever he shall levy upon any goods and 
chattels, lands or tenements, Ly virtue of such \Urrant, he shall sell 
the same, or so much thereof as may be necessary, nt public auction, 
giving ten day's notice thereof, by posting suclr notice in threu of tho 
molfpatillc places in the district. · 

9 8. If the sum or sums of money payable by any person narnl'd 
in any tax Jist, rate or tuition bill, shall not be paid hy him, or col. 
lccted Ly such warrant, within the time therein limited, it shall he 
lawful for the Trustees to renew, ns ofien as may be necessary, such 
warrant in respl'ct to such delinquent persom 

§ 9. If by the neglect of the collector, any monies shall be lost t•r 
his district, which might ha\·e been collected within the time limited 
in th~ warrant delivered to him lor their collection, he shall forfeit to 
his district the full amount of tho monies thus lost, and shall acco~ut 
lor and pay over to the T rustees such monil's, in the same manner 
as if they had been collected; and the Trustees !flay recover the 
•urn in au action of debt or assumpsit in their name, before any Court 
having jurisdiction thereof. . 

§ 111. The Trustees of e\·ery School District shall, in every year, 
on or before the first..day ofOctoher, make and del in?r to the Coun1y 
~uperintendent of Schools, n report in writing, signed by n majorit¥· 
of them, and dated on the first day of July in tho year in which it is 
made out. If a district liu in two or .more counlil's, the report shaH­
be made and deli \•ered to the Superintendent of the t.:ounly in which 
lho school house may be situated. 

§ 11. E very such report shall sprcify, 
J st. The numher of white children between the agr~ of six and 

•·.inJneen yrars residing in the district, at the time of 1 he date of tht: 
report, and the name of the parents or other persons wiah whom sur:!! 
daildren shall rcspecti\·cly reside. amlthc 1111nal•e r rcsidin:; with each. 

:!d. The whole time a school htlS J.eeu kept in theia· cli,lrict during 
the year ending on :he day 11re\·ious to the dale or such n·pu: l. 

:ld. T he amount of uoonics recei rcd Ji·nan the Cuuury SopcJiutcra. 
rll'nl during snda year, nnd the m.tnner iu which such ua••nics h.nc 
been expended. 

-lila. The number of children attcmliug school in the district tlu. 
a· in:; such year. 

§ 1:!. ::;uch report auay Le in the followin~ !;m, : \\',•, a:,., ouulc r­
~i;:ncd, T rustees of the ~lcnticcl!o school u:stri~r. iri the Cou:try u! .lt·f 

/ 
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fllBon, do repatt to the County Superintendent of schools for said' coun• 
ty, as full.ows: Tho whole number of \Thito childrell between the­
ages of stx and eighteen y~rs, residing in said district on tho day of 
tbe date hereof, is forty-two; and the names of the parents or other 
per110ns with whom such children respectively reside amltho num. 
her residing with each, are ns follows: James Dutier 4 children 
Thomas Smith lJ, James Jones 2, Thomas Leo 4, Rohl!rt Johnson 5~ 
Wm ~reen 5, Ira Harris 4, Philo Dean 5, Benjamin Good 4, Thos. 
H~wk~ns ~· nggregat? 42 childrPn. That a school has been kept in 
satd dtstnct for a pertod of three months during the year past and 
ending on the day of tho date hereof; that the 'Frusiees of sail dis­
trict hav-e rece·ived from the County Superintendent during said last 
year the sum of forty dollars, and the same has been expended in tho 
payment of teachers' wages; that tho uumher of children attend. 
ing school during the last year in said district, is thirty. Witness 
our hands, nt Monticello, the f;rst day of July, 1849. 

Signed, FRANCIS Il:\ WKl:'\S, 
JAMES BUTLER, 
IltA HARRIS. 

§ 13. Every Trustee of n school district who ~hall si"n a f:dsc rc. 
port . to the County Superintt•ndcnt of Schools, with t ho intent oi' 
causmg such .Superintendent to npt>Ortion and pay to his district :L 

larger sum than its just proportion of the schou! moni~s, shall for eac h 
offence, forfe it to tho county twenty-fire dollars, and shall also he 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 1.4. Tho Trustees of each school district shall, on the expiration 
of therr offices, render to the ir successors in ollice, and to the uistrict, 
at a district meeting, n just and trno account in \vritirJO' of all moniC!! 
receil·cd. by t!tcm rcspcctivt>ly, for the me of their di~trict, and the 
manner 111 wluch tho same shall have been expended; which account 
shall be filed with the District C lerk . . 

§ 15. Any balance of such monies which shall appear from such 
account to rema in' in the hands 111' tho Tru~tees, or e ithe r of them, 
sh!lll immediately be paid to their successors in oflicc, or some one of 
them. 

M tTU ' L I-: \ ', 

Of AJ•pcals. 
§ I. :\ny person eonce.iviug himself :lf!;_! ric•·ecl ia cnnse'lur nce of 

!\ny dccrsron m:ulc ( 1st) l,y any sc lrnttl di,tc'ict r:rcc t i ng-~::!d) l>y any 
~;ounty Supnrinhwdenl of Schuul<, in rho limnin;;-, altcrin;;. or· alwli~h ­
mg, any school district, or in n•li1:;iu;.; io {i,nu, alt<'r, nr alwli5-:h, :'l n\· 
school distr.ic t, or in apJw~· tioning " '" rcfusin~ to nppon ion and p:•y :o n)· 
sclwol monres to any school district-( :I.!,) loy the T nr:;tees of any dis. 
trict in paying any tcaclH'r, or rr liBiug tu pay h im, cJI' in rc li t~in;£ en 
admit a ny schola r gratuilou; ly into school, uo· conccrnin;: any othn 
matter urale r this act, may appea l to tho S late Supcriutcmll•ut of 
~chouls, whose decision thereon sloall I.e fina l. 

§ :! . . ~~~ such appeal sha ll suspPml any proc~eui ng~ or action on 
the dc·crswn, or matte r appealed ti·orn. 
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REPOR't OF ADJUTANT & INSP. GEN:tltAL. 

HEAD QUA.llTERS FLA. MILITIA ? 
Adjutant General 'a Office, Tallabaasee, 28d. Nov. 1847. 'S 

His Excellency W. D. MosELEY, · . 
Governor of Florida : 

SIR :-Having just completed the drill review and inspection of 
the Second Brigade of the Militia of Florida, I have the pleasure to 
report ea~h Regiment ful!y o~ganized, headed by Field Officers pro. 
perly equrpped, and mamfestmg great zeal and enerj!y in the dis­
charge of their duties. The Regiments have senernlly turned out 
well;lrtiil discharged their duties in a manner creditable to them. 
selves, and flattering to their officers. Particularly do I feel 
called on, in the discharge of my duties, to bring to tho favorable 
notice of your Excellency the First Regiment of Cavalry attached 
to tho Second Brigade of the Florida Militia. This Regiment pa. 
radt!d at tho Capital, with the Sixth Regiment oflnfantry, on Friday 
and Sat~rda,r, the 12th and 13th instant. Their drill, equipment, 
and Holdrer-hko appearance on the field, ·together with the beauty 
and p,recision, and harmony, of their various movements and forma: 
lions were such as to reflect the highest credit on !hemseh·es their 
office rs, and tho Stale in whose service they have engaged. ' . 

It is a source of regret to the Adjutant General, that, with the 
ex~:~tion of the Second Brigade, no re!urns of the strength of the 
~It hila of the State have been made to hts office .since the organiza• 
:ton of the State G01·ernment of Florida. This is a duty specially 
devolving by law, annually, on tho Brigadier's General of the Stale 
and .the o~nissi?n is seriously detrimental I~ this arm of tho publ!~ 
se~vrc~. . fhe ~mp?rtanctl ?f the punctual dtscharge of this duty, at 
thts cntrcal penod of our hrstory, should appeal with great force to 
the patriotism and public spirit of those charged with its execution. 

Imperfections in the present Militia law ofthe Stale, not unfre. 
IJUently inte rpose a serious obstacle in tho way of a speedy nnd of. 
ficient organi:~:ation ·and drill of the 1\lilitia. The · Court Mnrtial 
feature is p~culiarly .amhiguous in its phraseology, with porliuns so 
~ppa~ently at contli~t with each other, as to defy any tiring like an 
mtellrgent construction of some of its parts. Defects in othe r por­
tions ofthe law become apparent to those who have atlemplt•tl to 
organize under it, and would doubtless present thcmsclrcs tc1 those 
whose duty it is to revise and amend, on a careful re ricw of it. 

Tho report of the <!uarte r Master General, mnrkcd A. is lrere. 
with communicat~d, showing the issues of public arms to lire '·ulun­
tcer corps of the State, as also the amount in his custody, and be• 
longing to the State . 

I have carefully inspected the arms, etc ., in tho armory of the 
State, and feel that too much praise cannot be bc2towcd on the 
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patriotic Quarter Muter General, for the care. and neatoeu "·itf# 
which the public arms have been preserved. 

B.espectfully, your obt. servt. " 
JOHN S. BROOME, 

.{djutant and I01pector General F. M," 

(A.) 
01-ncE Qv.t.BTEii 1\fA.STEil G!:NER.t.L, ~ 

'fallaha.uoe, NoY. 23, 1847. S 
S1a :-Encloaeai llue the honor to submit to, you my Report of 

the number of Arma and Equipmeots distributed to Volunteer Com. 
paniea, during the paat year, with the names of the companies to· 
wbom they were delivered, the amount of bonds entered into for the 
same, (all of which bond a are made payable to the State of Florida,) 
also t)le number and kind of arms now on band. 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Ob't. Serv't., 

R. A. SHINE, 
Qr. Mr. Gcn'l. 

r: s. I would also Sl!lte, that the Arms and Equipmcnts tcere 
stored in the basement rooms of the C&pitol, but finding those rooms 
damp, and the" arms fast i"njuring by rust, I communicated the fact to 
1he Governor, and by his authority, a suitable building was rented, for 
!be purpose of storing them. They are now stored in the building 
alluded to, and have ever since been in good order. I think this 
building to be aa dry and aa well adapted to the purpose for which it 
is now used, (viz; An Armory,) aa any building in the city, and aa it 
haa been rented for a limited time, I would be glad to have some ac. 
tion taken upon the subject, either by the Executive or General As. 
iembly. Tbt~ building can be leased for a term of years, or purcbas. 
ed at a ' 'cry reasonable price, and with a trifling expense, may be 
made very secure. 

There being no emoluments w~atever attached to this department, 
Rnd it being one of trouble, expense, and great inconvenience, I ap. 
plied to his Excellency the Governor for .the appointment of an Ar. 
morcr, and by his authority, one wu appointed, who, I am pleased to 
~ay, baa faithfully discharged the duties of h is office, and trust that be 
will be 'well remunerated for tb·e same, as it is impossible for the arms 
lo receive that attention they require, without an appointment of the 
ilud. 

R. A. S. 
'l'o Gen. J. S. Baoo~. 

NUl\IBER OF RIFLES AND EQUlP.\tENTS 

~elivered to Yolunleer Companies by tlte Quarter lllaster General· 
during the past year, u:ith name of Company to tchom delitv:red.­
Tbe J'eflilrson Independent Riftemen-
30· Hall's rifles, with bayonets ; 

• I 
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50 Guo Slings, 50 Waist Belta,"wilh plates.; 
50 Bayooei Belts, with plates; 
50 B&yonel Scabbards, with frogs attached; 
50 Leather Pouches, 50 Flasks, with slings; 
50 Pouch Belts, 60 Screw Driven, 50 Wipers; 

5 Ball Screws, 5 Bullet Moulds, 5 Spring Vices; 
50 Pieks and Brushes ; 
For all of which bond baa been -ontered into, by the Captain, ht 

and 2d Lietenants, and two othen, members of the corps. . 
R. A. SHINE, 

Q.r. Mr. Geo'l. 

LIST OF ARMS 

---- Now on hand at the Armory Roo1111. 
4 Setts of 4 Horse Artillery Haroea, complete; 

348 1\luskets, with· Bayonets, Bella, Plates, and Cartridge Boxes, 
Picks and Brushes, Screw Drivers, &c., complete ; 

75 Hall's Rifles, with Bayonets and appendages, complete ; 
~6 pair of Pistols, with appendages oomplete. 

ln the basement of the Capitol : 
4• pieces Brass Cannon, with Ammunition Boxe~, Carriages, and 

other appendages, complete. 
I have also filed in the Qr. Master's Office, a receipt by S, R. 

Mallory, of K ey West, for aeventy.fiye Hall's Rifles, with appenda. 
gtl8 complete ;-Rll the property of !be State of Florida. 

No receipt bas yet been forwarded to this Department for the orms 
deJi,·ered at Apalachicola, viz :-100 Rilles, with equipments com. 
f>lcte. R. A. SHINE, 

~ Quarter Master General. 
~ 

LIST OF AR.MS AND EQUIPI\IENTS 

Dutrihuled lJy R. A. SIUNE, Qr. Master General of 'the s~ of 
Florida, tcilh the names of the Companies to tchom dutribul~. 

To the Jefferson Iiussars : 
46 pair of Pistols; 46 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps; 46 

Pistol Cartridcre Boxes; 46 Cross Belts, with hooks complete ; 46 
Sabre Belts, ., with straps, hooks and buttons, complete; · 46 Belt 
Plates; ·46 Screw Drivers; 5 Spring Vices; 5 Bullet ~foulds ;­
for which bond has been entered into hy the lsi and 2d Lteutenants, 
and four others, members of the Corps, in the sum of81426.68. 
To the Jliccosukie Cavaliers : 

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsters, with covers and straps; 5G 
Pistol Cartridge Boxes ; 50 Cross Belts, with hooks ; 50 Sabre Belts, 
with straps, hooks and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt Plates; 50 Screw 
,Driyen ; 5 Spring Vices ; 5 Bullet Moulds ;- for which bond bu 
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b&&o entered into by th& Captain and Firat Li9utenant, In th& aum 
of e1548. 
To 1M Cmtreville Grey•-

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsters, with coven and atrapa ; 50 
Piatol Cartridge Boxea ; 50 Croaa Balta, with books ; 50 Sabre Bella, 
with atrapa, books and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt PJ~tea ; 50 Screw 
Driven ; 5 Spring Vices; 6 Bullet Moulds ;-for which bond baa 
been entered into by the Captain, Firat and Second Lieutenanta, iQ 
the aum of e1548, 
To IM Irnkpendent Bluu, of Jeffmon-

44 pair of Pi~tols; 44 pair of Holsten, with coven and straps ; 44 
Piatol Cartridge Boxes ; 44 Belt Plates ; 44 Cross Bella, with books ; 
44 Sabre Delta, with straps, hookl and buttons, complete ; 44 Screw 
Driven~ 4 Spring Vices; 4 Bullet Moulds ;-for which bond bu 
been entered into by the Captain,Second Lieutenant, and two others, 
memben of the Corps. 
7b 1M Florida Ct~valier,._ 

50 pair of Pistols ; 50 pair of Holsten, with coven and straps ; 50 
Pistol Cartridge Bo:~es ; 50 Crou Belts, with booka ; 50 Sabre Delta, 
with atraps, hookl and buttons, complete ; 50 Belt Plates ; 50 Screw 
Driven , 5 Bullet Moulds, and 5 Sfring Vices. 

Alao, delivered to Brig. Genera Allison, Brigade Adjt. General 
Bartlett; Col. Sibley, and Major E. Johnson, of Sixth Regiment, 1 
pair of Pi•tols, Holaters, coveraand straps ;-each of whom h&ve en. 
tered into honda, for the sum of 830. 

· Making iri all delivered : 
Pain of Piatola, 
Pain of Holatera, 
Holater Covers, 
Holster Straps, 
Piatol Cartridge Boxea, 
Belt Platea, 
CrouBeltt, 
Sabre Delta, 
Screw Driven, 
Spring Vicea, 
Bullot Mould., 

244 
244 
122 
488 
240 
240 
240 
240 
240 

24 
24 

R. A. SHINE, 
Quarter Master General, 

' 
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REPORT OF ~T:r"ORNEY GENERAL. 

A~oaNEY GENEau's 0JIIFJca, ~ 
. . · November i5, .1847. S 

His Excellency W. D. Mo.szr..zy, 
Governor of Florid4 : 

8111 :-The Supreme Court of• the State, at its t.erni held in 
January last, declared the act of the late T erritory of Florida, ap. 
proved Feb. 6, 1841, entitled, "An act regulating appeals and writs 
of error in criminal cases," to be in conflict with the Constitution of 
the State. The consequence of this deciaion is, that no right of ap.. 
peal is recogniaed or allowed in criminal cases, under the laws of the · 
State aa they now exist. 'fbe act of 1841, which greatly modified 
and reatricted this right, was an innovation of this well established 
privilege, the expediency of which was queationable even under the 
peculiar Circumstances which produced it. Indeed nothing could . 
ha\'e-intluced tho people of Florida to tolerate thia infringement of a 
privilege liD highly prized BS a protection againat errot, prejudice and 
oppreasion, but ita evident and pre11ing neceaaity. Florida from ita 
position, its great extent and sparse population, •nd tho disorganized 
statAl of society, bad become to a great extent • place of refuge for 
the worthless and vicious of her sister States. . 

Tho criminal laws were disregarded or tr•mpled upon, and heinous 
crimes, of common occurrence, whilst in moat of the counties there 
were no jails, and in others they were such as afforded little or no 
security against the escape of such prisoners as might be committed 
to them. 'fo provide a check to these evils, the people submitted to 
have the right of appeal qualified by the act of 1841, and placed on 
• different footing from appeals in civil cases. It was a sacrifice of 
privilege to good order, worthy of a young COJ71munity, whose ele, 
vated aspirations viewed crime ami vice with dieguat and detestation. 
Tho reasons, bowe~er, which induced, and perhaps justified the pas. 
aage of the act of 1841, have ceased to exist. Florida has become 
• State, and the citizens, proud of tho responsibility they ha,·e ass'u • . 
med, feel too deep a solicitude in th11 rigid enforcement of the laws, · 
to permit them to be evaded with impunity; whilat strong and con. 
venientjails arc scattered at convenient distances throughout the State, 
It ia tbert>fore fortunate that the invalidity of this act lias been made 
known, and an impediment in the way of restoring this privilege to 
its pristine extent •nd usefulnesa thereby removed. 

There being now no law allowing appeals and writs of error in 
criminal cases, it is neeeaaary that the General Assembly should ado~ 
aucb a law on this subject as it shall deem advisable. It cannot be that 
at this enlightened day tho right of appeal will be granted in •11 caaea 
wlterein property ia concerned, but denied when li fe or character ia 
•t stake. Such a distinction would ill accord with tho humane spirit 
of our institutions which breathes throughout our code. Every 
reason which ahowa the utility of this pril'ilcge in the one case ap. 
plies with double force in favor of granting it in tbo other. If error, 

j 



,ignorance, or prejudiee, render it a wise expedien! where tbe·right to 
property ia to be determined, ao it is equally as neceaaary a safeguard 
against the weakneaa or fallibility of man when the life, liberty and 
.reputation of a .citizen is involved. · · 

I wonld therefore recommend that the 'same facility be allowed for 
appeals and writs of error in criminal cases as arll granted in civil 
~ases. The act of 1833, which waa repealed by the act of 18U, 
placed them on this footing. 

The second section of the net providing for the election of Elec. 
tors of President and Vice President of the United Sta,es requires to 

· be amended so as to conform the time therein designated of holding 
the electian to that prescribed by the net of Congreaa approved 23d 
January, 1845. By the abo'fe section of the State law, the election 
.ia declared to be held "on the thirty.fourth day preceeding the first 
Wednesday in December," &c., whilst the act of Congreaa enacts 
that the electors of President and Vice President shall be appointed 
in each State "on the Tuesday nell afler the first Monday in Novem. 
her." Congr011 having exercised a power clear~y ' 'ested in i~ ~1 the 
Constitution of the United States, the time destgnated by 11 1s the 
supreme law of the land and binding on the se~eral States. As the 
time appointed by the act of the General Assembly, was doubtless 
selected withou~ any design to evade the law of Congress or question 
ita right to fix the time of holding the election, .•~d with referonc~ to 
the proviaiona of the act of Congress of 1792, 1t IS deemed suffictent 
merely to call tho 111tention of the General Aasembly to the disere. 
.pancy. , . 

At the first seaaion of the first General Assembly certam resoluhona 
were adopted in Ielation to certain associations claiming to _exercise 
Banking privileges, to wit : The Union Bank, S~ut~ern Ltfe Insu. 
ranee and T. Co., and Bank of Pensacola. Belienng these to be 
.merely resolutions of enquiry, to bring before the next General As. 
aembly information on the subject matter, as set forth in the preaf!!hle, 
that such action might be then tabn as ita import;10co and delicate 
nature demanded, and altogether initiatory in their character, the At. 
torney General submitted t~e result of his in'festi~ati~n to.t~e next 
aeaaion. He informed the General Assembly that 10 hts opmton the 
change'from a T erritorial to a State Government did not abrogate 
the charters of these Corporations, and that he deemed them to be 
exiaHng bodies, ?ut that e.ach of .them h~d violated it• charter and 
tailed to accomplish the obJect of tta creation, and suggested·the only 
and proper mode by which these abuse~ franchises could be again 
seized into the banda of tho State. Thts he con9trued to be the ex. 
tent of his power and duty under these resolutions. Some, h~wever, 
whose opinions are entitled .to consideration, h~ve pla~ed a dtfferent 
.construction on them, asaertmg that they were mstrucllona on be~alf 
of the State to thll Attorney General to institute in the proper trtbu. 
fl&ls such proceedings as would procu~e jwlgments of f.orfeit~re to he 
.entered against each of these aasoctaltons, and a setzure tnto the 
kands of the State of tho franchises ~ranted tit em. But, howevc.r 
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t!e'iiraole the annullment of tbeae chart era may be, that this interpt'lf.t' 
!'at ion ia unwarranted must be manife~t from a careful perusal of the . 
Resolutions and the knowledge of the conaequencea of a ju~gmeitt of 
forfeiture, and the conviction which will be on the minds of all ae• 
quainted with them, that had such proceedings been designed, Ian. · 
guage totally different and unequivocal in ita character would haver 
been used. · . 

1'he act of incorporation being in the nature of a contract, it was .· 
both prudent and proper that an investigation should be made to as. 
certain the truth of the alleged usurpations and malfeasances by these 
aaaociationa, before the State declared itself abaol'fed from tho terms 
of the contract, and sought to resume by the judgments of tho Courts 
the privileges which it had granted. And it was doubtless with a 
Yie\v-n>be satisfied of the eorrectnesa of ·these allegations prior to 
such a declaration, that the reaolutiona were adopted and the report 
called for. Tlie language of the preamble is that "whereas, tbe 
Union Bank, Bank ot Pensacola, and Southern Life Insurance and 
Trust Company claiming to exercise banking privileges, are charged 
to have violated their Banking privileges, and thereby to have for. 
feited their charters : and whereas, it is charged by others that tbe 
aaaoeiations referred to are usurpations and their charters null and 
void : Now" &c. The Attorney General ia then directed to insti. 
tute enquiri~a into the conduct and management of these aaaociationa, 
not with a 'fiew of obtaining judgments of forfeitu~e, but for the ·pur• 
pose of reporting the re1ult of his enquiries to the next General As. 
eembly. There· is no expreaaion in either the 'Preamble or Reaolu• 
tiona which can be construed into a declaration that these corporations 
bad violate-d their charters-a conclusion which it is rational to 
auppose would have been arrived at ·before ordering judgments of 
forfeiture to be obtained against them. And besides it does not f9l· 
low that the State would neceaaarily have wished to resume these 
franchise~ because they bad been abused ; for there might be good 
reasons why it would be willing to waive these breaches; This con• 
nected \'fith·the fact that the phrase "judgment of forfeiture," or any 
expression of similar impor!, is nowhere used, strengthens the belief 
that rho General A11sembly intended these Resolutions only as pre. 
paratory to further action. If, howe ,·er, they were intended to ba 
final, it is difficult to perceiVe) why the Attorney_G.eneral was.d!rectcd 
to report to the next General Asssembly; and tt ts equally dtlltcult to· 
understand why the 13 Art. of the Constitution of the Stale, gh·i~t; 
tho General Assembly at its first session power lo rrgulatt•, rcstram, 
and control all associations claimin .. to exercise Banking pridleges,· 
was made part of a Preamble of a law \vhich sought their total di~· 
solullon and destruction. To regulate, restrai.n anrl coni~~~ th?m ts 
entirely different from annihilating them by a Judgment of forfetlure. 

Pla~;ing this construction on these Resolutions, and as pro~cedJ 
ings in such cases can only be instituted by the exp:ess autbonty of 
the State, I have not felt myself empowered to t~kc any steps to hava 
the charters of either of those associations forf~tted. lndeedl had) 
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assumed to proceed in thA name and on behalf of the State, the 
Courts might have refused to allow judgments o( forfeiture to be en• 
tered, without some clearer and more uplicit evidence of the assent 
of the Stat~ to such judgment, than that afforded by these Resolutioria. 

If, ho\vcver, the authority to proceed against these associations 
were unquestionably conferred by these Resolutions,, the absence of 
all pro\·ision against the e\·il and disastrous consequences of a judg. 
ment of ·forfeiture, would have been sufficient to suspend all action, 
until the omission could have been remedied by the General As. 
aembly. In the report submitted in compliance with these Resolu. 
tions, it was r emarked: "By the principles ot the f;ommon Law, 
upon ·tht> dissolution of a Corporation, the lands reverted to the 
grantor, the personal property vested in the crown, anJ the debts ld 
and from it were entirely extinguished, so that the members the reof 
could not recover, or bo charged with them, in their natmnl capaci­
ties. As there is no statute of this State declaring that such a con• 
sequence sball not follow the rendition of a judgment of forfeiture, 
the same effect might follow it now. Should the Leg islature, there. 
fore, deem it wise and politic to direct that proceedings be institu• 
ted against· these associations, it is recommended that it declare 
that, notwithstanding tho judgments of forfeiture, the associations 
shall bo deemed to exist, and be capable of suing ami being sued, as 
before the judgment of forfeiture, as to all right:~, credits, liabilities, 
duties, respon.aibilities or obligations, of any kind whatsoever, exist. 
ing anterior to tho rendition of such judgment." ., In the absence of a 
statutory provision, modifying t.his prin.cipftrof the Common law,. 
judgments of forfe iture, canying with them an extinguishment of 
tbe debts to and from th<.>se associatians, would be ·a trtHy bountiful 
harvest to the debtors, but a ~ss and wanton sacrifice of .the 
rights and inte rests of tlie creditors, which would cover with shame 
the State by whose authority sur.h a catastrophe had been produced. 
Whether such conse<JUCnces flowed from ignorance or design, it 
tvould' matter not, the stain of dishonor would sink too deep to be 
eradicated, so long as Florida had a !Jistory oT a name. It cannot 
be . supposed that the General Assembly intended tha t any proceed. 
ings should te tal,;eu under these Resolutions, which would be at. 
tended with such lamentalJic results. . 

I ha,·e been thus particular in calling y'wr atlention to tho law of 
184;;, "rclati\·e (o certain n~;sociations cla iming to exercise hanking 
privileg<'s," that its characte r a.nd extent may be )mown, and that it 
may be distinctly un(lc rslooJ t hal tll <'I'C is no law which authorizes or 
directs proceedings to be instituted against these nssociul ions, as 
many have crron<'ously s11pposcd ; ami thnt the General Assembly, 
be ing frc('d from misapprehension in this regard, may pass such a 
law a3 will effect n speedy annullment of their charters in the usual 
and leg itimate mor.Je. 

With the experience of the p~ still li·esh in our minds, it is pre. 
sumed no one will doubt but that lfiillcldses so unusual aucl ex tcn­
oi•e, and so parolizing to the prospcrit1 !he people, should b• a b. 
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Total am'nt rcpor-~Amount paid in I "-'-­

estern Circuit, 
Middle Circuit, 
Eaatera Circuit, 
Soothern Circuit, 

lt>d by Conipfr'er. Capital case~-
83,442 77 
5,980 47 
4,414 62 
1,195 69 

uv1~citors 
Fees. 
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~ 3,661 45 
8870 00 
1,:mo oo 

1 8~s 13 J 

f 1 751 1>5 
.-'uo Q7 I 1eo oo (' 

N. P. BEMIS, Comptroller • 



ABSTRACT of Amounts paid lfitnesses it~ Critninal Cast>A, 8f_fow- < 
· ing the Countie.f a~d 'J'erms f!f Courts itt wkicl' mmmoncd, the 
num~r they · · 

e 
-~ .. 
"' Q.. 

Stan • 3 1 2 751 ou SteChen Hagan, 3 ' .., 3 70 G OQ Wi son. White, .. " u)4 

·r~ 
Wilson White, .. " 3 1 2 G 00 8 25 Thomas Hall, Fall Term, 18-16, 6 : 4 2 45 6 ~a John C. Cleland", .. " .. 

~ I ~ 75 Andrew Pait1y , H " 5 25 " Alexander Rose, .. .. " " 7/ 5 3 7f () 00 J Asa Munson, " " " .. 9 ' G 7 50tl4 25 Douglass DummeU, " " " ; 6 9 Ofh5 75 William Hunton, " " " I 6 50111 00 John D. Sheldon, .. " " 7510 00 w 75 
William Crawf~ri, Alachu.. ~ 

4 :;ol 6 oo 10 5o a nil Levy, 
John A lien, . Walton, " " 3 0~ 9~ 3 !)0 Walter Me'dlock,. Escambia, Fall Term, 18-tt3, G 7r 3 2 9 95 William Waters, " .. ,, 

" 4 50 4 50 Archibald R! Pooley, " " " " 8 23 8 25 Valentine Filliugin, " 
,, .. " 3 uo 1 GS :J ·Gs John Fillingw, " " " " 3 00 1 68 4 68 John W. Porter, " ... " " 7 50/ 2 50 10 00 Willi-.m 1'Vhite, " .. .. " 4 501 14 50 Ellis Franklin, ·~ " " 4 50 2 f'5 7 38 Jesse Wijgins, DuYa}, 

:J 00 3 40 6 40 Thomas . Prevatt, " 2 25 3 75 G 00 John M. Dermott, St. Joh.ns~ " " 4 50 12 5017 uo. Ephraim Taylor, " " " 3 751 2 25 a oo 4 Henry A. Crane, " .. " 4 501!) 001!) 50 John 0. Riley, , " " " 4 50
1
18 0022 50 Palll Hatch, Madison, " " " <~ 1 3 ool 3 5o/ a i>O Benj. Brownlow, .. 

3 j 2 25 2 00 .,.4 25 Benj. Bownlow, " 4 I 3 oo 2 001 ;, oo , James .Allen, " 3 . 2 2.J 2 25 E. A. Allen, St, Johna, " " 6 1 -150 500 !)5Q Oeo. L. Phiijps, " 5 , 3 751 . 3 7!J Abel S. Baldwilt, Duval, 7 i ;, 2!)1 :i 25 A. S. Baldwin, · " 3 ' 2 25 2 00 4 2.) A. S. Ba,ldwi n " " ·:,.'"I , ,. Elizabeth A . Term, 1846, 12 i !) 00 1 00 10 00 Eliubeth A. Term, 18-lG, 8 ooo 100 ·700 William B. Fail, rig Term, I ol .J 501 3 6~118 1-; 
I ' I ' A. J . Lanier, T41rm, 18-IG, 2 I 1 5~ 1 5U' 3 00 Elisha Summerlin, " " 

... 
2 ! 1 50 1 50 Lewis Dcshaney, " " ,, 
1 ·I ·r 20 1 o:> Robert W<.-st, " " " " i r 7 

15 00 Amos Pipkins, " " " • 641 1 39 JJlmes Cook, " " " " '1 3 1 00 4 00 .. James Cook, " " " " 2 I 1 1 002. 50 H. H. Walker, · t; ,, .. " " 4 3. (jQ 3 00 E. C. Walker, " " " " 4 3 4'::i 3 48 ' Henry Cannon, " " " " 4 3 20 3 20 A. A. Braswell. " " " " 4 3 75 3 7;j .Michael Wall, " .. " " 4 3 32 3 32 Lewis Deshaney, " .. .. « 4 3 75 3 75 .I. D. Brow~ " ,,, 
" " ·I 3 1: ~ 4 28 •cato, Extra Term, 18·10, 11 . 4.0 11 65 *George, ; " " " " 15 11 40111 65 *Randall, " " " 15 ,J 1 . 40111 65 Henry Stephens, Hamilton, Spring Term, 1 4 j 3 3 ou John V. Stephens, " " " 3 1 2 2 8!) Duy Stanles, Duval, " " 3 2 600 William Clark, " " .. " 4 ' 13 Asa Clark, .. " " " ., I 3 

" " " Wyatt C. Allen, 
Fall ;rerm, 1846, 

·1 t 3 Burrell HolLoman, 3 · 2 
Susan Holloman, · ,, " cc 3 1 .., 
Elizabeth A. Flowers, .. " " 1 I -
E. L. D. Rif!ina, G; 4 
William AI ord, : 1 
John N. Calhoun, 
.A. 



• 

-~-

' Elizabeth A. Flowers, 
E. L. D. Riggina, 
William Alford, 
John N. Calhoun, 
A. McDougal, 
A. McDougal: 
A. McDougal, 
Samuel B. Love, 
Nelson Hawley, 
John B. Taylor, 
John G. Smirb, 
John G. Slll.iJh, 

.. 
" .. .. 
•• .. ... .. .. 

-.U -.. 
Geo. D. Miller, Columbia, 
Willi. B. Dangergeld, '' 
,1ames S. Jone3, " · 
Jacob Sipple, • 
Jesse A. Johns, 
Leastoti Wynn, 
Leuton·.Wynn, 
Joel Curry, 
Joei Curry, 
John W. Lo.w~. 
~athias Butler, 
William H. F.aton, 
Williall} Edwards. 
William Edwards, 
John L.igbt, 
John Light, 
Ieaac Ogden, 
E. «;arraway, 
E. Carraway, 
John Wr. Robertson, 
A. J. T. Wright, 
A. J. T. Wri~t, 
Eli~ha Green, 
James Tumblin, 
James H .• Tumblin, 
John Delanv, 
WilliaJa M4·Hot, 
&>lomon Hall, 
Solomon Hall, 
Wrily ~obly, 
William Hughee, 
Wit:iam S. Pringle, 
Henry Lipford, 
Henry Lipford, 
Henry M. Lipford, 
Gco. l\·1. Hamilton, 
John McRae, 
A. J. Collins, 
A. G. Milsted, 
Gabriel Bolland, 
A, J. Colli.~, 
AntoiRe Collins, 
D. G. McLean, 
Ezekiel Brown, 
~ekiel Brown, 
Jane McSween, 
Jane McSween.: 
Thomel Pittinap, 
Thomas Pittman, 
Q. J. Pinkhard, • 
Geo. W. BraptleJo • 
Geo. W. Brantley, 
P. B. Gleuon, 
P. B. Gleason, 
Angua Gillis, 
EdwardS. Aldrich, 
D. B. Currie, 
A. K. Pooly,(two 
Jeeat'C Rin, 
Robert Mel..cod, 
William Wallen, 
William .Waltere, 
W. H. Fletcher, 
J. B. Z.aman, 
S.muel Ru~~ell, 
IMac R. Robi010n , 
W. 11. Dewitt, 
W. P. M•rdoclt1 • 
J.a. .......... .!Cit • 
J-..J. we.u .... . 
II ••. Wll611M, 

" .. .. .. .. 
" .. 
" 
" .. .. .. 
" ... .. 

~ .. .. .. .. .. 
'·' .. 
" 

.Marion. 
" .. 

Escan1bia, -.. 
" Santa Uosa, 

Jefferson, 
Esi:ambia, 

" .. .. 
" ·" .. 

Walton, .. 

" .. .. .. .. .. ~ 
.. .. .. .. . .. .. 

Ouul, 
Lectn, ' 
J e,.NOn, 
Mad ito~~, .. 

•• 
...__,•otW ... ~ ...... 

"' u .. .. .. .. 
Thrm, 1846, 

ng Term, 1847 
Term, 18-IG, 

ing Term, 1847 
" " " 

'C" Cl 

u " 

" u 

" u 
I Terr11, ts.w. 

E,.;tra Term, 1546, 
Fall Term, 1846, 
Spring Term, 1047 
1:-,all Term, 18-IG, 
Spring Term, 18-17. 

" cc " .. .. ... .. .. 
... .. 
.. 
•• ... 
" 
" .. .. 
.. .. .. .. 
" .. .. .. 

.. .. 

.t .. 
" 
" .. .. .. .. 
" 
" 
" .. 
" 
" 

.. .. 
.. .. .. .. 
" 
" .. 
" .. 

.. 
" 

" " .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. 
•• .. .. .. 

FaJI Terna, IS47, 
. .. 18111, 
~In, Tenn, 11j117 
htl . .,., 1841!, ... .. • u . , 

4 25 
2 25 

200425 
2 ool 4 25 
2 00! 4 25• 
3 60 5 85 

6 6~ 
6 62-

~:i I 00 
25 1:! 25 
25 7 00 

3 75 
05 3 30 

300 
6 50 
8 10 
4 50 

"4 50 
lQ 3014 05 
7 :iou os 
2 50 4 75. 
3 30 7 05 
7 3 l1 05 
1 78 4 03 
1 7 4 03 

t{) - 2 35 
1 ?() 3 !)5 

10 ~ 3.) 
2 50 4 75 

101 2 3:i 
1 061 2 56 

) 



.__. to piOCIH4I Ia the .... alld 011 behalf o( the State, tk 
Ceurta •ltlll ha•• re(UMCI to allow judpMnta o( (orf'eltun to be ••· 
tered, without IOCIIe clearer alld IDOre ••pJiclt nldenc:'e of the ... at 
ol'tbe Stat., to auch judfment, tban that aftOrded bytheee ReeolutiC!U. 

It; howeYer, the authority to proceed apiaat theee auociati~• 
wen unqueationably conferred by tbeae Roeolutiona, the abeence o( 
all provi1ion again1t tho etil and di~a~trous con~equences of a judg. 
lnent of forfeiture, would have been iuflicient to auspend all action, 
until the omiuion could have been remedied by the General Aa. 
11embly. In the report submitted in compliance with these Reeolu. 
tiona, it waa remarked: "By the principles of the c;ommon Law, 
upon the di110lution of a Corporation, the Janda reverted to the 
grantor, the penooal property vested in the cro,vo, and the debU to 
and from u were entirely eztingui,Yhe'd, ao that the members thereof 
could not recover, or be charged with them, in their natural capaci. 
tiea. As there is no statuto of this State declaring that such a con. 
aequence shall not follow the rendition of a judgment of forfeiture, 
the same effect might follow it now. Should the Legisla,ture, there• 
fore, deem it wise and politic to direct that proceedings be institu. 
ted against these auociations, it is recommended tbar it doclare 
that, notwithstanding the judgments of forfeiture, the associations 
aball be deemed to exist, and be capable of suing and being sued, as 
before the judgment of forti!ituro, as to all right>~, credits, liabilities, 
duties, responsibilities or obligations, of any kind whatsoever, exist • 

. illg anterior to the rendition of such judgment." In the absence of a 
atatutory provision, modifying this principle of the Commpn law, 
judgments of forfeiture, carrying with them an extinguishment o( 
the debts to and from these a&BOCiatians, would be a truly bountiful 
harvest to the debtors, but a gross and wanton sacrifice of the 
rights and interests of tho creditors, which would cover with shame 
the 8tate by whose authority such a catastrophe had been produced. 
Whether aucb consequences flowed from ignorance or design,' it 
would matter not, the stain of dishonor would sink too deep to be 
eradicated, so long as Florida had a history or a name. It cannot 
be auppoaed that)lhe General Assembly intended that any proceed. 
lnga should l:e taken under these Resolutions, which would be at• 
tended with such lamentable results. 

· ~ have been thus particular in calling your attention to the law of 
1845, "relative to certain a88ociations claiming to exercise hankini:J 
privileges," that ita character and extent may be known, and that it 
may bo distinctly understood that there is no law which authorizes or 
directs proceedings to be instituted against theso nasociations, at 
many have erroneouslytauppoaed ; and that the General As&embly, 
being freed from miiapprohension in this r!'gard, may pass such a 
law as will effect a speedy annullmcnt of their charters in tho usual 
and legitimate mode. ~ 

With' the experience of the past still fresh in our min~ it is pre. 
aumod no one will doubt but that franchiaes a6 unusual and exteo. 
liYe, and-10 paraliz_iog io. the proaperity of the people_, abould be ab. 

· . . ' tQ reac~ clwlui,.actitm, is no givea. 
lax hemg asae~ed . on. ne1ther goods, chattels, nor Janda, and 

the. efft;cta of the,e malltullooa, consisting altogether of cbosea in 
n~llo~, Ita payment under the law aa it now exiats,-IQay be reaiated 
Wllb I?Jpunlty. In givi.o~ a remedy to-enforce the collectioo~of the 
I&XCI lm~.' .the prOVI~IOOI oflbe iactaeemed to have looked onlJ 
t~ ~he co_llec.1on o~ tbat1mpoaed on land, and goods, and chattel~ 
"htch m11ihl be. aetaed and aold, loosin,g sight of the fact that a tiaa 
had also ~een dt.rected to bo levied on property noi 10 tabgible, and 
of an enllr~ly dtlfere~l character_. Such an an*adment ~botdd be 
made to tluslaw aa wdl supplv th1s omi&eioo and meet th · of the case. , ~ . ' e extgenc:y 

'fhe Iarge~e~ of tbe amount paid out of the Treasury for the e:. 
pe111e1 · of cnmmal proaecutioaa and contingeO& expenaea of &be 
Court.a, ahould a~reat attention, aa ahowing either tlae ineflicieacy ol 
tile laws re&ulaung that bead e( cspe,nditure, or ihe impolicy of the 
preMnt •latera. For the year ending Jat.-Nm:~~r, 1846, tbeae 
expen~e• amounted to 88,362 31, beiug a!JOilt one.fifih of the reve. 
aue collected for that year. The foi!IIWiac atateraeat abowa the 
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• 
paid. .a, lltia·• ... ~~ ei-&M ..- .a-.J·~ 
degree .upheld-ihe money bai been kept hl clrcalalloa at ~ 
llae mMM,J:8¥iNd .fo~ .a~a& • .-.lfl ..... tM~t.fa 
..-on~ly,&IJ~~·i•mecli41e.M~~~-...e....,w· 
... il.e.U.U, ....... . ',J "· I • A ~4- ., • .. · ~l-r' ~(_l .... 'U ' • 

I. would renew a auggeation, made .jn ·1· bJAIIit P.-lillli""'* 
~ .... to 11ae importance of olltaipiacW &J-U..W ,..,.._ 
~ e.videoce,of, ~ te l+odi ..-.-~liilt,B~Me .... ... 
W~Hrte~a -li'••· Ia--~~,or~.~r• ..... ia 
..... leoliollelaaYe ~e bee,A. aa4,1iUl .. ~ •r• 
eal.lftldHD Gadtden,couaty ba.Ylt bee,Joat; the ..... ew.i4ePc:fl•&• 
~llteynerwe.e,ae~ ~- ~~le&aH"J]."~Mo~~; ' 
Mil oa .&bt naap~jn tile T~ L&ad. apparently of..; 
loD(-"-diDfJo...,ad,Qf,mJileri-~., "'-.,. ¥ p1~ble, ai 
ler l diecevwed thaulilhl and --.lit.(y e.vijleaee ~ .ah!s Slate'• ~ 
and ueertained that the tracta ....... qlllrbd ~e,-.Wr.fi aeleedJttol 
made a formlll application for them di~1<60 &Jie.Geaeral Jiand or. 
fice; but· it WM 109 ~leo Of three leCtiou thua Uldated,.twe had 
pre•iouly bteA aoW b~ -~ Uai&ecl ~ , , 

I am. not aware that bl~tp o&D ~1p~rlJ l~l,d 1o any petwe,a 
for the lou ol the usual evidence, if tbere ever wu any, j·n referenc6 
to tbe~e Ianda. It is poulble th.at ifdaey wei';!! genuine l!'lectiou the 
evidence which ought to.have been in.the General Land·Office wai ·. 
dealroyed "at the burping of the Treuury building aome jeara ago;'1 

as hu beea ,....t.ia -......-.~...-~~en the! · 
Governor of Fror1aa and toe Sectr8t&ry ~oFthe'neaaury, in reprd 
to the Seminar,xlanda, which took,pfaee abouttwentyyrara iioce • ..-... 
And it is quite ~ poaslble tllat 1bf,. coincidence ofcanalilie., the 
evidence that ahoqjd ~'e be!!n Ia ~ Iaod.QBfe .\ere Qiay· hue 
been deatroy~d by t'he great fir~ in 181'3, ~!lie\, u appe:ara by·a let•· 
wrfrom lhe titen. a.,IJital": ia tlHa.p~ todie.co-illi911Dr~lla4 
General L:.and Office, d:ated~h May,J l813, did CODIUme the build• : 
log in which tho D~t Land Office 1 wu kept, t.9gether with the 
f!Jruiture, and some papers. But from whate'Y~r c&uae the loa~o.,~ · 
Ge e•e, did ~r, th6 firell now· alated ahould a.dmoiUih us oftbe 
R~prie'y of. ·l'.!•rding apinst f11ture · Joaea1 llld tile tela ao ~ 
luore ajprof.n~ thar(.IJU! iauiqg of palenta. · ·. • 
r ,Wbf!l! O!l'~hit aulije~.t l willrlfllke another auggestioa; ' Tbe_~ 
~~ alld,24 of lt6, ·re.Quife the SC.. te Register to make eoate~~-
to pQreb:aser! fi the,State, but .preacrilie ·no fOrria-o(iliie.tial,~ 
~nv,eyancta_. oulcl.Jt~ol be e~pedie'!t .to authorize~e ~~r.ab 
61'State to atleaf auch ~veyane~a und.er the aeal onhe' S\it.te, att3 
9iJ1fe 'tb'ii' a auffieient authentication to entitle them to.be recorded 1' 
!:}•not pro~.lg,mak' thia tlle oscluaive mode of autb~catiog 
~ftecll, altboogl'l if"'aGJd'•em to·~ ~e tnllli apphlprftle one; 
liUt to.a• ~e-it the. ~me ~erl dlicacythat esi_sting modea ba•e. I.t 
wouitNWord~ at·, l~u,t;r ~il.~ additioaal' f&cL¥J ~~ •. e!f~S\ ~~~ •. ~jr1:Dt 

• See Appendix E.-.-\ceoWit and Genera!Sta~rmfl)lt;-:- ·• , . 

' 
J 
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ahra:J'I OM,..._ to'clo Ollder· lh . .-.rat law relatla1 to con-rey. ..... . 
h tiM I,.. lhle of leetloa 4, Act.No. 24, or 1841, aa tbe act Ia 

P.YI•d, tllent II • •error wblcb k ml«ftt be weH to eorrect. Tile 
w.ordfn' alaouJd be aut.liluted, u It wu obYioueiJ iatHded te IMI 
..... "'tlae wwd ",_,,.. · • · 

t. dhiith&IJilll .W.1 il.tr, (reporting,7 I lhrYe IDUgbt te compfy 
lilly wlda. tiM ...... ~ oftlte Jaw, a.l'at tbe Mme time to aYoid 
-=Ia l8dtade ol no-m u mlpt lllhject me-fo tlie impatlltioe of ell" 
..-allier-.,.. ... ~-·or dutiM of other' State tilllctloatr­
n... If; tiM..-,.. It aJaeUid aee~a to'any that I baYe coaatraect.t•• 
.Jaw too atriellr, ltnlt_.., wiU uc:dbe It to an llllfelped reJIUI· 
-. to •fiP'IU elleriiiiYe. 6n tile other band, altould I haYe aa. 
oea~eto.ly •w liD obl8'ne in· practice, what I approM In tbeory, I 
llepe tiM error -r lie attributed to uacli.e.bled aeal ia. a -eaole ef 
.. ., iatereat to fiYery cftlsea o( .Monda, 

Reapectfidly ~-ltted'. . 
10RN BEARD, 

Reper of .Ptt6& LmrtJ. far tAe Btau of Fltlrida'. 
. T~JUMn, Nov-asa 10~ -1847. . 

APPDI)IX TO RBGUTJ:R'II RBPORT. 

(A.] 
Ll8'1' OP aBMIWA•Y L.,_.DII 

LocA'I'D vtm- .ACft or Co!l'&a- ow 3D lf.utOH, 1823, .um 29TH 
_, '1A!I'O.utY, 1827. 

· · WJ!!S'r OF" .APALACHICOLA RIVER. 

811Wirili0118o s-
.... lla)f e( 28 
•EMt half or . 29 
•tre~t •atror 14 •.u ol Sectiota 15 
.. .111 ol Sectloa 22 
1AJltrSfetioa. 2G 

To-. 

1M 
1 .. 
7 .. 
7 .. 
1 ,. 
.G .. " 

.Jianp. . Aer.. 

8 w 318 26 
8 .. 118 00 
8 " ·au 1~ 
8 " 886 T6 
8 .. ' 886 00 

1t .. 818 60 

·· · deo .il 
'tocatecJ.~Y~ to tie 2S'd ~oYe,mber, 1846, f!J,2'70 10 

. ·. · · . • "Tptat ~Yecl, 22,Iao tn 
. N•ller Or 8ecti0111 Nt-leatiDJ !o 'he 'approYed, 1 J. 

\ :Q 

EAST 0~' APALACHICOLA . . , s. · T.s . . LE. A era 

•AU of , 1 -28~· --·1- 7 eu.11 . 
*All of 21 6 .. m• •w hfN W qr; aod W hfS W qr, 22 " .. 1: ·~ 
·~u of - 28 .. . .. ~ -~ 
·~ 31 

.. .. 841 a, 
• .,t.half of 6 : 16 18 ~UJ 4tl} 

r·of 6 .. .. ..0 .. 

t::·:~ 7 .. .. .m-. 
8 .. .. 618 80 

All of 9 .. .. 689 • 
•weat balf of 10 .. .. .820 41. 

...!l!Jat half of 15 .. ... . 1~8 IJ 
All of ·n · .. .. 140 .. 

. All of 18 .. .. 6M¥ 
Eut balfo£ 1t .. .. ·1u1 • 
All of 20 .. .. 841 71 
All of 21 .. .. . 8.6~ 40 
All or 22 .. ~ . 111 ee 
_Weal half of . 23 .. .. a21 oe -
Welt half of 26 .. 4C 121 28 

tAllof 27 .. . .. 840 .01 
•Eaat laalfand N. W. quarter of .28 " .. 481 60 
fSoutb half of 1 21 18 320 ~4 

North half of 12 .. " 321 00. 
All of . 11 24 21 640 12 

Located before NOTember, 1846, 9,924 18 .. 
2i;716 11 

Number of Seetiona approYed, 35 6.8-No. to be-approYed, 2;8tha: 

Loeate4 ... r Aet er ad M;an:b, 141-t&. 
{.4pprncd lith Maull, 1847. Sn uttw from tile Getteral L<Jnd l¥/kt, : 

lfll!r<l 201• :Martlo, 184 7-1 

SubdiYia'ion.. See. T. S. R. E. A~ 

Souda .Weatqulmer of 4 10 11· ~ tin oe· 
Soutlar Ellat quarter of 5 " " l6CJ'fd 
Nertla East quarter of 8 .. .. 110.'20 
l!iortla W eat quaHer· of 9 .. .. , J61·te 
AU of 5 12 . I& 689 .. 
.4Jio( 6 ·" .. ·-~M 

~~0~ v · 11 i 1.& . ·· trnu 
.Ro . 8 .. " "'IJ'·oo 
AUol 18 27 21 6-18 .. 

nAJ'inoved lith March, 1847. See fAller from GeneJ'al.H!iA ~ "'._j 
~March, 1847. •Apprond 13tb,.May,_1847. See Letter from . . ; Land 
Olllce, dated l~lh May, 1847.] 

. ' . 

.. 

J 

\ 

\ 
•\ 



J 

Sabdh·lii•. • Sec. T.•a. tLI EJ Acne. 
;Ma~' .. ., ·:! 14 28 22 M2 t4 
.lll Gf' ' • a8 ~ 22 H4 tn 
~IW' :• I ~~· ~~ II --~ 
.. .,., . . 2 - .. .. -to 
... Of' II 6 23 80 81t·~ 
1flt'or · '" " · 20 80 , -. ·so 
~ar . 25 .. " Jei, 11 
.A1Jit4 21 .. .. 817 ·64 
Allot' 28 .. .. fto'te 
All'flr< 14 20 30 689 ~ 
Pnieifoaal :U 19 81 119 .. ~1 
~· 22· .. " 618 ''* 
ilraethlaal "'21 " " 220 .. 
1\11 til ' 19 20 31 681 .. 
l"'raetfinal • !tO .. .. 689 02 
Fiae6oaa• 25 " " 391 &2 
ftaeltelaal 35 20 !!0 591 67 
..... al 26 20 31 - 41,3 ~ 
ft.etiODal 29 " " 18'7 63 
~ 30 " " _ 298 28 
Mhl 35 " " 642 M 
.&fi 6(' M " " 640 l~ 
AD of 2 21 31 621 23 
.AJlof· 3 " .. 614 01 

1,4np'._. !¥!lA ~. 1M1. 8~ Utltr fr- ·Gmn-al La;.d Offiu. 
.,., Odttkr ~. 1817.) 

I f 

S. T . E· R. E. 

12 
1!J' I 

21 
16 ' 
8 

11 
!i2 
27 
28 
3 
4 
3 

11 .. 
" 18 .. 
" 
" 
" 
" 

14 

" • 14 

" 
" .. 
I .. 

20 ... .. 
21 -

" '! 

.. .. 

.. 
" 
" .. 
"· 

656 00 
638 24 
88!t!M 
640 24 
400 62 ..... 
IIM•H 
Melt-

=~ 6610: 
28t Jt 

. ' .. } 441,., 
667 n 

1628 liT 
.... 411 to 

"' 

S W qr, ~It{~~ W qr, • E ~ .· 8 •t-oe 8 ~ qr . s • 
W'hror sf qr . · e 
N hfot s • . . . . 17 
Bi.t & E N W qr 11f 
, ; i~Nftd W llf 8 E ¥ 2 
AJlof , 3 
All o/ 4 
l!lllfalfd E lfol NEIll' 6 
S hf1-JI.d N Wqr I 
E bf and N W qr 7 · 
All or · 8 
A..U of _Q 
AU ol. • 10 
N W ql! and W b( of S W qr 11 
N W qr 15 
~ 17 
S W qr · 29 
s hf 30 
Aft of 31 
All of 32 

T. a 
·~ ..... 

.. 
15 .,. .. 
" 
" .. 
"· 
" .. 
" .. 
" .. 
" .. 

Total appron~t6t.S. f 1-16111 • 
To be.app~Yed, 17 S. 1-1811!. 

• • ·-£, .. 
'. 

. .. , 
.. '7 .. 91 
,u. '' 4J)I It 

8'78~0 
401 '87 

·.-. "· 
.. 

. ,u. ..... 
" 
" 
" .. ... 
" 

"· ... .. 

- ~ ... 
641 -88 . 
40C,.I6 
480 ·6CS 
47-9 76 
64014 
... 60 
84S 24 . 
"11'7 

. 180- "8 ·. 
100. 16 
160-·06 

~-4 . 640-.SS 
640-40 

~atiott of •tdeetioru tlf1P1'0't!td for S~, i.iler tlw .A.ct• 
of 1823 atl1827. • , . 

Weat ofl)Apa1acllieo .. lUYer, 14 S. 1-&J., · · 
Eaat of ~palaeiUcola RiTer, 35 B.·~ . 

MJ•rr., • 
TOtal fp,o~ 

u~ Act of 1845. 

.To beapp 

s. 

6 
F.t 2. Mt l.i, R 16 E, s hf of ~ 

N W qr, and N hf of 8 W qr S 
T 1, R 22, E, S bfof&W • e 

, " " . "WhfofNWqr ' 7 
~·ll,.I" "a.wqr&whfofleqr18 

•' " " w &r of 8 E qr 20 
" " " Fnctlooal 16 

T. II. . • R; E. , .. ,!! ACI'ft. 

21 I 19 160 70 . .. 
" .. 
" 

11 

: I }68 ~: 
" 820' QO 

22 • !!!It 86 

' 
j 



• 

170 

- ' (lllb41Yiaiu•· · S. 

'J', 1i. :l2, E,. Eul hC.of S E ,qr .18· : 
~ " " I W qr D W qr ofa Ill qr 1 r 

•. " ' • " "'Fractional •· 16 
T '91l: 24 "E bf of;S ~ qr I 8 
· ~ r: . .; " "W bfots W qri 9 
; ... · • " " ,r&ctrone'l -: 16 

T'"-.84 tll7 "'E bf of N E qr 20 
-· .. I " u·w hfofN w qr " :n 

" · I " ""Fractional · 16 
" · · 18 " W hf, N' hf N E qr ~ 

·& S hfS E qr S 19 . 
·u .; ' " "Fractiona l, 16 

T 18 &· 19" W bt; & 'W hfS E qr 30 
.:u , ,. " "Fractional 16 

' l1R' I9"AII 33 
18 . " " W bf of S W qr ·. 3 
· .. • · · " " East half 4 
" ' "· " " S bf of S E qr 33 
16 a 22" S bfofS E qr 34 
"'" " " N hf and N B qr 3 
'" " " Fractional 16 

T. S. .• ,a, E. Acres. 

" 
12 
21 

" .. 
21 

' 84 

21 

34 
21 
16 
21 
" 
" 
20 

" 
21 
15 

22~' "· 
2 ' , 

~~~~ 
• f· 

.,-~ J .. 
2~0- ! 
187 •• 

" ~-f1~.GQ 
48~ •• 6. 

~? ~ 160 oO nS ~7- 80 
· ~~~ 487 00 
18) i44 0~ 
191 407 oe 
19 S :lZI M 
I9 64o'·oo· 

:: . 472 M t 
., 

19 

:: ~ 47-1 ~~ 
22 s -· 160, 6'\ 

6439 1i 

In St. Awgtutine Dmrict-Selutlona. 

~ . T: S. R. F. Acree; 

7, 8, ,1), If. ~. 14, 15, HJ1 • § ' . 46 ns 
ForT _!J. S 1R 2( $ Lota 2, 4; ~,.o; ~- H 6 !¥1} 
T e Stt 2't ·E,'1At4, , . · · · · 14 ... .. ' ... 2•• 
T" ~".:. -.a-y~tional 16 " " • 750 
·r 8 ...... - 30 " u .. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, . ~ 2~ . • 8 soj 300 04 Tl" "19 ~ Lot8, · .. ' ao• " .. mk'!l E. fa'• 6, 7, 8, G, 10, 11, 17 t 27. ~ 34 

It"~ z;ll'factional . 16 9 .;.; !i'r . ' , ·,(1 00 
..-ail~, ~ta 1, 2, I, 18 ..... 10 ·11 18'7 11 

,.7""'1""1..,8-R:...,~~:l.ota 1, 2: 3, 4, 5, _ 21 12 26 ~ 230 48 
T 1' ~& \ 'J?,, f'rac~a!.t_ . , 16 ; f. ~p M 1 ~ •. S , • ,9~J-i_7 

I - I 
. - · · . . tl~ 

--:;- llJ '-eeleetlld for cleficienl 18th ~ ·'"\ _ 
• ·ucerttined, : . · .• . . . . .. 1 ' .., ~017 ao;· 

• , , t~ ' -~ r· ., "~ :.~ • ., n ,. 
, ·, \ Frlr Interflal Iap1.., h :if. I· ·,' • · ; 

llept~rteCI thi• year bul:nolyet ·acdJI 'ba, • · •. , 'l~.c~n l\ 
~ ne~r·aelecti!'C lltl of ~e~Ja~ Ia '\JU• )ch~·, It 

a ~,~ .. ,.r.ac . ( . '; . • . : .. . 

B. S'l"ATEM~N'f OF L,E_ASES ~EMINUY, LANDS • . 
• , ·. Ia l•ckecna 0!11¥)'.· ,, , . 

y . . • . . •. ! 
ears. · · Names af .r.-: . ; . 

1845. Jame1 ~· Couleue,- , . 
" 1. W. Ruu, (nominal rent 

1~46. · John G. Rus• . ' . .--- .., 
Jolin P •. Lockey, 

" J a mea E. Coulette-
u Elizabeth 'fanner,' • 
;: Jobp G. Roulliac,(nominal} 

J. G. Russ, do. ' 
" J . W. Russ, do. 

J'Stl.' S. C. Bellamy, 
: Canada Ru .. , 

A. Revear, 

18«. 
1845. 

" 
" 
" ... 
•• 
" 
" 

1846. .. 
" ... 
" 
" 
" 
·~ 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" .. 
" 

1847. 

" 
" .. 

Ia Gauaa eo..t;-
. G•orge W. King, _ · _ • 

1:bomae W ret~, 
A. R. Ransome 
Joba R. HaJ8, : 

· · Peter Wylie, . 
J eese WilliiUJII, 
Elijah Wall'on, . 
Apboo110 H. Alley, 
Jolua Mc·Uilly, 
Thomn J. Cain, 
Peter Wylie, 
Apbonzo H. Alley, 
Joba McAiilly; 
WilliamS. Guno . 
Elizabeth McLa~hlio 
John B,uie, • - -' 
WWia• R.n..ell, 
W IJliatll Mile' bell, 

·Aiea:andep Caulp~ll 
WillU.. 8. Seely; ' 
,TJao-·D. Wit.Oo. 
William SW.ao, 

. Jeh.Ciarke, -
Du id W. BoHo11101t, 
Uz WiRia1111, 
Robert S. Tacker, 
,Peter Wylie0 

. lela~~; Mc»at.pld, 
William Edwards, _ 
Wil*a E. HoweR, 

,_ 

. ' .. ® . 
, I 00 
17 60 
i2 00 
7 50 

35 00 
f 00 
I 00 
1. 00 . 

12 50 
700 

11 •2.5 

600 
• 16 80 

1o· eo 
- unoo 
. - 12 .80 

200 
2008 
~60 

2&00 
oo.-oo 

i 10· 00 
10 ()0 ' 
35 00 . 
76'00 
75 00 
60 00 
20 00 
25 00 

~ 18 00 
.. Ji 08 
1& 08 
·16 oo·· 

6 oe · ' 
'flS. 80 

•• ·• •oo· 
36 00 
60 00 
~~ 

·- .1TM 

'<I ' . 

J 



. , 

Ytan •. 

.. 
'I ' 

40· 00 
8.00 

l$,80 

17~,~.08 
110 .. 75 

' .• Oc thilalllll it il4011btful _wheth{f _,.than ~will be collectible; 

C.]. CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE 8EClt~ARY ()F 
· TilE TREASURY. 

'. ST. AvovsTin, Sept: 2d, ~847. 
sir: By tbe act of8d ~. ~· eati&led _An Act.aupple~ntal 

a. tile act fo~ I be admi•ioa of Flortda, · &c., ejpt ~~~ aeclloaa of 
)a ue pnted to aid State, for tbe pu~ of fiuag tbe seat "! 
Gewerament. · · · ' ' . 
~ Jftil boped tblll tbe term "~ntire," may net .fJe 10 ~r~ted, or 
~ aa to.reatrict tlie aelectiona to tbe.lepl_ Abdaytatona, or 
.....,. linea. Eor aueb. reatriction would .reader tbe pat alllltllt 
-....; u tbe cood lanclt .in Florida are -.ik ~ ap witb pre • 
•Jldona. " armed OCCUJ?&li~n," and other~~ ...._ 

Aaearly communica!aon from you, .t~b~~~~ tile ~~auggeated, 
flr,_r coaaideration, 11 reapectfully aol.•okecL . 
, J MYe tbe.bo.nor to be, air, your obedat!nl aer9ant, 

. JfJHM BEARD, · 
· . . Reginer (if Public LarMu for. tM lllftle.j Florida. 
Boa. R. J. W ALDIJl, Secretary of tile ~. _ . 

. .__.__ . 

~·· 

".i · '• 

-i~ . · 

\ 
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. . SoLICITOK'I BUJUI~U, ~ 
' · . . September 19, 1837. S 

: $u•.: ~ 'hne exa~~Vned die ~~ pro~wcfed &y the .llegiat.er at 
KalamaZoo'; In llia l&ttt!r of tile 1Mkli ultimo,· vis: ' " Whether It b& 
aecen&.., tbat the' releetloDI made by th'e left raJ eOUIIfiel; under the 
act of May 28tll, 1824, ahollld be aetualty aaed u altea of the ltl'feNl 
COUrt Ho.-ea, or u ~ty'ae~ 'or whether .they be viewed· iJa 
made for rbe benefit 6ft~ eountlea1" · . · ,· • : · Tb-' Regiater ~tea, "that If aetual 'occupancy aa eounty~eata·.he 
ftqulred, tbe adnintager oft~ a'tt will bl!l · nugatory; that tt. 
county aeat hu long been eatabliah~.d, a net If compel~ to·cbange1he 
l~tion on to the tractaelected, tlie cOunty would IMt loeer, instead of 
piner, by tbe Ml&~~ion. Tbat ~elecdcfballue heretofore bren made 
by COUDtiea, with·fturl mpreNiOn that the .. waa no obljgation to fix 
the aeat ofjuatfee on the IOe.lion." The Regiateraakatbe advice qf 
\be Department, aa t~ tbe true co.natruetion oftbe aet. • , · 

Atl 'the queadon probablylnvol•et tr elaN of euea aomewliat ex.· 
tenaive, aud perhaps errors in j~ment by men who will not yield a 
firat impre11ion without a reason, i bave carefully turned my atten­
tion to all the acta of Congrea which bestow privilegu of tbia de-
acription. : 

Tile first aet o( tile lt1nd bears date February 25tb, 1811, and 
authorized the entry only of tbe· landa "fixed upoa ·aa the aftea of the 
permaaent· ~eata," &c.' and required the patenla tfl be made to'the 
Com.m.loaera, &c. for that purpoee. (L. U. 8. Vol. 4, p. 336.) 

TIM ne11t act-( April 19, 181,6, vol. 6, p. 69,) ~ranted four aectiom 
to the &ate of Indiana, "for the purpose of fixing the aeat of Govern­
-Ill thereon," and required the location to be· made before the puiS­
lid aAle of the Ianda oftbe United States surrounding aucb location. 

. The act of March 8, 1819, further pro\·ided for auid location '6y 
hctiona, but wilh no othercbange of terms. 

The act of20th ·April, 1818, granted to Alabama, fortbe loeatia 
ofthe SeatofGovernment tMmn, one aection of land. (Vol. 6, p. 
~~ . 

'l'he act of20tb February, 1819, granted to the State of MU.. 
Iippi a quantity of land-, not exceeding two entire aectioaa, reqolrifll 
~e aame to be loeated in one entire tract,.at·-h pllace .u ' lboald 
"'be deaignated for the Seat of Goveralilent tbf're!a," by the &*, 
ud beU.re the commencement of the publie aales "of tbe edjoi.U.S 
aad aurrounding Ianda of the United Scat ea.~ (Vol. 6, p. 37 4.) 

' The' aet of 3d .M.reb, 1819, (aame vol.- p. 4~,}grante four-. 
tiona to the Stale oflllinoia, " for the purpose of filling a Se.t of Ge"­
ermnent thereon," with similar pro•i•lona aa to·tlte l~n. . . 

The act of 6th March, 1820, (Vol. 6, p. 468,) ma~a a aimilar 
grant, with aimil.ar reatrietlona,· to tbe State of Miuouri. 

Tile act ·o(Mayl6, tsto, (Vol. 6, p. 642,) granta the State of 
Olrio ·• .--eiaptloq to a quarter eection of land, at the miminnim · 
price," in or near the' ~~iticA.to~Ny,'t'WitlliaiJie e••ioa ..A 
........... ~-~· ••• 1818,"for""-......"·-

-'75 

of~ .. .,.,........,~. rec(~tie ;oNiaue to.be ·ft.cle-­
tlle publ~"alee, &IMI·dle ... ta ef jllltiee tobe' 6ud· i~~t tAe ,_.h.O 
aelected. · • · • . , . ' · 
. be ... o( Jf...ila ... lfi8, ,..... a ' ,.....,.ioa to 01111-~rtW 
aeetlon eaell,·• tbe ceaaiiea' of ~ '-"1• Uti Deeit.W:· it 
.......... "'-tlae utaiiU .,. .. of~t~ ... ofjliadoe~•·aliid' 
v.idea, " that the eeala ol jaatlce lhall be .~iwHrtth:olllirlud Ol'f ':; 
~~ted." {Vol. 7, p. 171.) :. ' · · · ' ,, 

The aet flf May ~ 1824, p~ • quarter Metlon;to Florida tOr 
~Seat of GoYernment, "Ao ~·l-ted .,..loual1 to a iale' Of the ad­
Jacent lands; under the alltlaorit' flfthe GoYemoriberee(, at the ~lnt 
kl be aeleetecl for.ct.e pei'IM ... t Beat« GoYernment of ald Tein. 
tory." (Vol. 7. p. 276.") · · ... 
--Xhe a~t ol M~:y 26, 11184, (~ aader COIIII4eralion,) pall 'a 
pre:empllon to 011e•qaaner 18Ct1"!' each, to the aeYeral eountie~ or 
par~~bea o( each &ate and Terrttory of the United Btatea, where 
there are public Ianda, "for the eltabllehatent of ltl&fl ~ joetice 
ther_ein ;" and P!ovidea, "that the 111M of jlllfice for aaid.eountiea or 
p~r1abea reapec!1v~ly, shall be filed previoual1 to a aale of the ad­
JOIIIiag Ianda wllbtn lhe county or pariah fOr which the ame ;..Joea. 
ted." The aeeond aection of the act repeal• so much of the former 
.law• ·~ •• require• aaid ~eata of jl.!lllice to be continued at or near Jhe 
centre of aaid counliee or pariahes." · . 

In J~ing at alltheae laws, evidentl1 "in pqri tiUILuia," and each 
to be regarded an extenaion_of a like privilege to the one granted bt 
the tirat llcl, I cannot, for a moment, be1it!'le uto the true. eooatrucdoa 
of tbe act of ~~1 26; 1'824. Tbeae acta,, taken together, ebow that 
c;:ongresa have mtended:tbroughout.to pursue· a uniform rule. The 
t1tle of t~e latte~ act,_ u .well u the lilnauag~ ~aed in. the bodj of.tbe 
.firat ~ecllon, pla1ply md1catea. that the- Intention was to requi.re the 
location to be made at the pomt where the &eat. of Juatice)abould be 
c~abliahed, and tlaalthe~ sectiom sekcted should contauiu • . I 
am of opinion tba.t allaeleetlona and purcbnaea under tbis act which . 
were not, at the time of entry, aeleeted as the site for the ae.l of· j-. . 
lice of the proper county or pariah, are Qullities, 'and without WArrant 
of law. · . . · · · 

Tbe proviaions oftbeae.aeveral actaL which require a~ a eonditliD 
the fixing of the seat of justice before the public aale of the adjacent 
Janda, was, without doubt, t,o insure to the United States an equii-a. 
lent for the grant, ia the enhanced price for wbic'b t6e adjoining Ja~ 
would sell, in conaequence of being near the aeat of juatice • and jt 
JDAY well be doubled, whether C,ongr6a could lawfully ~ke tiio. 
grant but for this reason. By the compact wi1h Virginia, !be Unite!f 
Statea toofr. the title of these lal)ds as Truateea, "as a. COINiion fimd j 
for all the SW.tu," ·and agre.ed "tlaal they should be faillfully ad 
./xmtJ.fok di8po8ed of for thal ~e, and far no otller ue or~ 
~·" Without a breach .of faith. and violation of corltn44, · 
they eaooot diapoae.of any J}.&rt of t.bem in a way that aball J~ . 
or dimhalah the aggregate of the ftmd. .And unleM · thoy ~n ptit 



· TT 

di.tnet, the qua~tity req~~.__..,..., ,....,.;r.-. of .... 
ToWIIIhips ia such district. · ·'And lhlll .. tJ!e ....... n..at.JN~Mt · 
6cfwou only what sb.e might take lOr hteia81 Ml"'".-nta t -altd -' · · 
far .. tbe u ~ s. ar~ c:o.Jtdl..-dJjJI ieilra. w• tdt.,. .......... . 
. 4ifi"ttnnce fo~ whiclt oC l boML.objec:MUblt -.s;•hlll tilt "*••.: · .-

•Hoping tbat tbe fo~~~~le• mfot:M..eturilld. wi._ 1~-tldl 
day uot to tbe Newnatlavine office a li•flel'~~~ . .-J. ·1100 
cor~~e witb the Act of 1826, · · . • ' · . , .- , · · 

·A ·nq>ly, at your earliest convenienC., VIW, il~iallf,'if.ia .,.Ot• 
dance with the nbove ·auggeationB,Lgreatly •1pl!di1t1 &Jrt~~~WIIOGIM 
bUIIineaa, and, oblige, air, ¥our .oO't oR"''•. .. : • 1 , , • . 

---..-- · · . · ·· . _ . rloBN. B£ARD, Beg~Mr, +:· · 
.KlCIIARD M. Yo UNo, .Commilliofter. • · . 

. G.-;;E~~ LA.N~ . O~c-:8;/~ 1i ~'i~ . 
But-In 1eply to your commljnicatiol) ofthe . jU,b~~.J'.».jo' C,. 

s!at~, tbat.Jowoahips and fractional townab:p.;-" wi'tbui ·o;;vStateoC 
Flo~ida, entitled to select School Lands under the law of 1826, will 
be per!'li!led to mak~ se!!'ction• :•;out l(aw. :Jl~~~·p~bl\­
l~nd ~~ tlie land ~ut;u:t UJhere _t'M loiCfllh•p (fo~~,•J;l!~1g.e.M'i(r.. 
hon ltJ.o_be made) u 81lualed. · 

Very respectfully..r.Qu.r obP.dient servant, . 
- RICHARD M. YOUNG, Commiuionef'. 

loRN ~BUD, _EsQ., Jlegif/er. o.f.~ ~'fif,EI~ !'-··~~;,;., . 
" • i • • -:--""f- . I · 1. • E.! The Stat(! of Florida ill~ 1tlitA Jolm Blpd, Rqine' 

I ·of Public~- ' ' 
18!7 " .. I.· ' . · Da:,•,. ; . 
F11~ruary, expenses vi.shing Gene,.) Land ()fpce, on ~ 

tbepultlic b.usinr.a., _ - . -: ·, _. · .t201 46· 
Marc,h, paid D. H. Burr, for aervices, · ·· ·45 GO 
April -1, paid Hugh Archer, lijljmlieer, - 70 ~ : 
April 19; p~id_ 1 At:· Gc!J414. l;.r-bl~ Tt • 20 01J 
)Jay ~~~ 'PI! ad :f. Derr(llly, f9r wotk for oflice, · 7 09 · 
June 1, pa~d J • . A:·~dllln, . • · 6' ep 
1une a,_.paad Q'. Barkl.ey,: ap,p,.iser, '92 llb· 
MaJ3, erpen~a atteudiDI '*a; • • ''s8~ 7.0 
June; 7, ,Hopkins & ~egiqQiu, for ...mei,-

For offiee, qse, . ·• ' • :. . • :. . , ~1 18· 
,June 7, G. Vjngerh91Jtlt for desk and taW... , - - ·14 n 
June 8, 0 . A •. ¥1P~ ftr~M~.iu~, ·- .., ... J 
June 8, Kirk~y &Seward, 'f11r cla!h ' i'or:Offiee, .• • " :&1 
lune..9, Floridi~n offic;e, ndvef!ising ~. ~--~ · .., • ..~o.~ J 
Jl!ne ,9, Adve~aser, Apalachi. ~¥l!f~!Mo·. .. · r · 1 42 . .,., 
Jun~ 1Q,~Seutmel, TallahUMe, " • • ' tS~t &a 
ji'Dne, lO,~,lournal, T~llabaaee, adve!'fising aDd blanks,. 66 00 
Juu .in, P • .l "azw• ... · "'~J..- •-' ., .. .._......._ -,. · 7t lie 
;Tune' Ii, Ch'a~~~~n ~;~;:Ad;ii~~-'"ot.1· ~- ' ~~- _,,J~.lfj 
1 U!1f1·l., ~teiP.IJ~r,.1DOney borro~ 6,i qo'[8r~~ ~< , 

oav locall"lt.ti~~~~., ·~ 'lfQO ,0,9 
' -

\ 
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By.balaoee i• ha•• Or )legitt~r in Treaau'1 Certift. 
eate1 •nd out., • · - • · 

~ By·ca• ·receiTed f'or ·Beminai7 Land aold, • • 
." " . " frpm I>r. D. L. · White, ag'~ for rents, -
u u · ~ ·tfolll"'late Preiiclent ofTruaten, • - . 
" " " from Gov. Moeeley, balaaee borrowed 

from Tre!Jnrer a per accouot allow-
ed JUt year, • · • · • 

l:'l ~UDJ on Trea•M")' Certi&c;att:*t • .. 

1460 

-~ ) ' 46 
i60 

1148 80 
2600"00 

410 00 
824 65 
729' 69 

63 69 
15 00 

68 33 

2 50 
.e 33 

7,833 66 

5,075 33 

et;908 99 

eii;28s ·2o 
~92 30 

.1,062.. 38 

40' 00 
226 05 

# 

--- . 11~,908 99 
. ~ - Geaeral·~f~~· 

D'Je by bond for land; · • •·. . . • • tM,QS2 86 
~ry Certificatee and caah !n h!Uidat qf~r. 

. &Jper coatra, • • • • .• • 
PiYi per 'cent. fund of 18-&q, in State TreMar:r, • 
· Ditro of1846, ucertala84f bat Jiet recefftd;li•. ' • 

~11• by G. o. M~,Uif;l. .• .• • : ·,. 
7, Lelleea, ( elh.ililt .B.)' 1 

• ~ ' • ; · • 

6,075 33 
975 '80 

1,030::92 
. '958 42 

900 7~ 
' . flrli&orill Tre...., •. iee ·~ o(~ ofTral-

~ff. t~ Ia 1846, ~ · •. • • · , . · · · ~ , t: .48 8~ 
,,... coll.-d bJ.: IIUk!etL • . :. , . .• "'\, IM 60 · 
l-u.,...w MDDUIII .~ .... T. ~· • . 0 -" 7. H 

J..; · .......... ~Jt.-~~.: . 
.............. lllr. I ~ 

II*'" W. 8. IIM8LBY, 
· . .,._ 1 d•• .•n•••• • rz•••,.., ...... 1111 w . 
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