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'I'UESDAY_, Novemher 28, 1848,

Tbe Senate met putsuant to adiour ' i
. » T q -acjournment, Mr. Sanderson in ,ihie
chaxr.w 'Nljgg_r_o_lLJ«emg called, there ﬂppegl’re(’l 4 qtiofuin [iresent,
cer]:?‘gcft) M.dAvery, Senator from the First District, presented his
ale $ ror ( i
ortiicate, and was duly sworn Py John W. Cowanrt, Egq., .VTusuce‘ of
n motion of Mr, White, ordered that the Senate o
5. en | y
lI\/IIev. Mr. Clmi%e ofﬁcia;ed. Co pen by pm-')er. ’
essrs. Burritt) from the Foarteenth District, Costin,.fror
 ressrs, Burritty ! ! sfrom the
Nineteenth Dfs;nclf’hnd\l‘mde_y‘, from the Sixte’entﬁ Di%lrict aps
pegre_d and took their seats. CE Way Uy ro ’
2 motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate proteed ] ion
4 Frpemotio : , nate proge ed to the electioij of
Mt, Lorimer nominated Mr. Trace of N
: Lo 3 . assau. Mr. Ty
was unanimously elected, 7 ‘ "+ Tracey
On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Cestin, and

Avery, were ap'poinled to conduct the President elect to the Chair.
“ Which duty bemg performed, the President, in an appropriate ad-
dress, expressed his thaoks for the honor conferyed vpon him,
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of a Chief Sec.
relary. : : ’
Mr. White nominated Mr. Charles W. Downing. wh
imously elected. ! W‘ho s unan-
O motion of Mr. D. J. Smith the Senate proceedad o
. R ¥ I :] t -
tioh of Assistant Secretary. ’ O proce eq © the elec
Mr. White nominated Mr. William C. Bryan rho w i
ously elected. . T o was unanim.
On motion of Mr. White, the Senate proceeded o the election of
Engrossing and Euwrolling Clerk,
Mr. Aus.iin nominaled Samue) Love, who was unanimously elected,
On motion of Mr. Lorimer; the Senate proceeded to the electjon
of Sergeant.at-Arms, :
Mr. Lorimer nominated Walley " ‘aylor.
Mr. Moseley nominated Rohert Potts,
Mr. Forward nominated Samuel B. Foster,
The vote was as follovws: o :
For Taylor—Messrs.’ Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, Lorj
Sandefson, D. J. Smith, Waits, White—g, s onmen
For Potts——Mr. President. Messrs. Floyd, Moseley-—3,
For Foster—Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Forward—4,
Mr. Taylor was declared duly elected.
On motion of M. Crawford, the Senate proceeded to the election
of Messenger. .
_ M. Crawford nominated Nathaniel A. Jameson, who was unan-
imously elected, : '
Messrs. Downing, Love, Taylor, nnd Jameson -were then duly
sworn by John W. Cownrt, Justice of the Peace, :

&

<

n motion of Mr. Avery, the rules of the last Senate were adopt.
ed as the rules of the present Senate until other rules be adopted. ]
Mr. John Ghent, Senator from the Third District, presented his
dertificate; and was duly sworn, o _
On motion of Mr. Lorimer, a eommittee was appointed to se]gct
and invite a clergyman to officiate as Chaplain to the Senate during
the present session. _ . . N
Messrs. Lorimer, Avery, and Floyd were appointed said committee.
On motion, the Senate took a recess until 11} o’clock.
, o ’ 114 o'crock. :
The Senate resumed its session. » )
‘On motion of Mr. Burritt, a commiltee was appointed to inﬁ_)rm
the House of Representatives that the Senate was now. organized
and ready to proceed to business. _ o .
Messrs. Burritt, Austin and Farward were appointed said commit-
tee—who reported that that duty had heen performed.

.~ On motion of Mr. Moselv, a committee of three, to act with a
" similar commiltee on the part of the House, was appointed to wait

upon and inform his Excellency the Governor that the General As-
sembly was now organized and ready to proceed to husiness. o
Messrs. Mosely, Avery and Watls were appointed gaid committee,
-On motion, Mesers. Avery, Banderson and Floyd were appointed
a committee to dralt rules for the government of 1he Senate during
the present session. - ) . :

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was now organized and ready to proceed (o buginegs.

The following megsage from the House was received and read ;

. ' Howse or RepreseEnTaTIVES, Nov. 28, 1848.
To,the Hpnorable President of the Senate :

Sir: The House has constituted a committee of three, consisting
of Messrs. Coleman, Maxwell and Ellis, to act with a similar com.
mittee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon his Excellency the
Governor and inform him of the organization of the General As.
sembly, the House having received a message {rom the Senate 1o
the effect of their appointment of such committee,

! Respectfully, :

WM. B. LANCASTER,
. Clerk Ho, Reps.

The committes appointed to inform his Excellency the Governor of
the mganiialion of the General Assembly, reported that they had
perlormed that duty. . :

The following message from his Lixcellency the Governor was ye.
ceived and read :

——

Genilemen of the Senate
. and of the House of Representatives:
The ‘duly devolved upbn me by the Constitution of ﬁddressing you
en gubjects of interest and impertance fo the State, furnishes me an
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opportunity to congratulate you, and through.you the people whom
you represent, upon.the continued favors of Providence in behalf of
our common country ; and it becomes us.to return our hearty thanks
that, of these favors, our State has received a* most liberal share.—
The fine health which, for the most part, it has been permitted to our
common constituents to enjoy—the abunflant harvests given their
fields as the reward of their honest and patient toil and industry, and
the many evidences of plenty and comfort which surround them, are
favors aud blessings not to be.lightly esteemed, and for which our
grateful hearts should make a suitable response to the benificent
giver of such goodly boons. Rightly to acknowledge, as well as
righEly to appreciate them, will be our best guarantee of their future
continuance. o - < . \
This being the last.annual message I shall have the honor to
make to the General Assembly, permit me, with the advantage of
additional obseryation and experience of the few years during which
I have filled the Executive office, to renew my assurances of confi-
dence in the capacity of the people for self-government, and to ex-
press my increased admiraiion of the beautiful and harmonious system
of institutions under which wedife. In Florida we have riot bad the
full benefit of that system fintil recently. While we weré a territorial
appendage of the United States, we only half enjoyed its advantages,
and the present year has been the first in which we have had the
opportunity to exercise the double privilege of citizens of the United
States, and also of one of its coequal sovereignties. We have now
fully entered.upon the career of a free sovereign State, and by our
participating in choosing rulers of the géneral confederacy, have con.
summated and sealed the ties, by which our destiny is clusely bound
up, with the commen destiny of all itsmembers. - Theé interest mani-
fested by the people on account of this new political rélation, and the
quiet and orderly manner in which they have discharged the duty
growing out of it, show that they highly appreciate the enlarged
sphere of their action, and the responsibilities connected therewith, .
This, together with the successful working of our more-immediate do-’
mestic government; gives e fresh ¢ause to'trust abidingly in the suffi-
ciency of the people for their own government.- Not doubting that
youalso entertain the sentiments here expressed,and that, as their rep.
resentatives, you will feel 1he importance of such action, in the sphere
of your departmient of the Government, as will satisfy their wishes,and
conduce to their prosperity and welfare, I may be pérmitted to state,
that thé Kxecutive, so far as his duty goes in the accomplishment of
these objects, will be prepared to co.operate with you in the discharge
of the high responsibilittes we owe to our common constituency.
I avail myself of the present occasion, as an appropriate one, to
“glance briefly at the financial history of ihe Government since its
administration was entrusted to my hands, before I proceed to com.
ment on its present condition. The experiment of taxing a people
for the support of a State Government, (who, from the relation in
which they stood to the General Assembly for many years, had been
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iii fakation,) was regarded by many as of doubtful

hitherto o d by the opponents of a State Government, with

result. It was urge

‘much plausibility, that the sparsenéss of our population would neces-

the burden df taxation more onerous, and that the mis-
takes and inéxperience inevitable in a newly organized Gm{ern'men:,
would greatly increase the evil and aggravate the popular dlsconlel;1 .
Asg it- was jmpossible to estimate with precision, in advance, the
pecessary expenses of the Government, when first put in c.)perat)on&
it was réasoriably apprehended that distrust and disgatisfaction woul

;es:ﬂl from the anticipated deficiency in the first revenue laws, and
that remonstrance would await any propogal_ for. repairing the eV.ll
by adding to the public burdens. The expécted insufficiency of the

V .first revénue laws was reslized, and the utmost economy of the Ex.

tive officers was inadequate to the task of keeping the necessary
;ﬁﬁﬁi disburséments within the limits of the public income. The

inevitable result was a necessity for increasing the taxes, not only to

_ an extent sufficient to provide for the current expenses, but to liqui.

date the existing debt, This necessity was met by your predeces-

sors with firmness, and the consequent increase of taxation, so far

from provoking discontent, was demanded by 2 wholesome public
opinion. An avoidance of urinecessary expenditure, by a prudent
gystemn of economy and a’ rigid application of the revenues to their
yroper objects, on the part of the officers of the G?vgrnmqnt, has
‘boen met by & generous confidence on the part of the people, and a
cheerful acquiescence in the necessity of increased taxation. No

* murmurs or dissatisfaction have ensuéd, and I infer, from the regu.

Jarity of the réturns of the ¢ollecting officers, that nio inconvenience
has hitheito been felt by the people in paying their assessments.
For a thorougli and satisfactory statemenit of the present condition
of the finances of the State, your attention is respectfully invited to
the very able and interesting reports of the Comptroller and Treasu-
rer, herowith submitted. It may not be improper here to suggest,
that the increasing and highly arduous and responsible duties re.
guired of the Comptroller, would seem to demand additional assis-

R tange in the discharge of them, either by allowing him a Clerk or
. an increased salary, to be used for that purpose. This is a matter

however, entirely within the control of the Géneral Assembly. My
conviction of the necessity of such additional aid, has prompted me
to astume the responsibility of recommending it to you.

By reference to the details of those reports, it will be perceived
that the revenues of the Stafe arising from the existing laws, with
some slight modifications, are adequate to the discharge of the cur-
rent and ordinary expenses of the State Government, and will here- -
after afford a surplus to be applied to the liquidation of the obligations
of the State, which grew out of the extraordinary expenses incident

" to the first establishmenit of our Government. It is believed that, at
the close of the present fiscal year, if our resources are properly hus-
banded,and bé not directed, by imprudent legislation, from their legiti-
mate application, our young State will have paid all her valid liabili-
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tieg; . and she will then present to the world an example of integfity
of purpose which will be salutary to others and a source of honest
exultation fo ourselves, This happy and honorable result must in a
great-measure- be attributed to the firmness and patriotism of your
predecessors, already alluded to, in a .gradual increase of the taxes,
till-they ‘vere commensurate to the wants of the Government and to
the integrity of their constituents, who submitted without complaint
to a burden, which was the necessary price. of an unblemished. na-
tional character. I trust that I may be permitted to use this opportu-
nity. to urge upon You a determined perseverance.in this wise and
elevated policy. .- When we have once discharged the public debt,
?.hd have only to provide for the annual expenses of the Government,
ah adherence to this policy will be as easy to us as it will be credita-

“ble:. But, if we are once .tempted by temporizing considerations—

by the fear of giving -offence to the disaffected, or by the threats of

-disorganizing demagogues—to cut down the public revenues below

the standard of the necessary supplies of the Government, we shall
soon hecome involved in perplexzitics, in subterfuges, in embarrass.
ments, that must bring discredit, and may bring disgrace, upon the
State ; and which, after all, can only be removed by an assumption

of the very burdens we had sought to escape. [t would be daing in.-

justice to my own sentiments, as well as to the people of Florida, not
to'avow my confident and mature belief, that in'the poljcy which I
have indicated, you would be sustained, by the cordial concurrence
of your constituents. - A legislator cannot adopt a standard of politi-
cal integrity too high, to be approved by the people; and that man

-is most secura of their approbation, as a public servant, whose mo~

tives and purposes are- the most honest. To believe otherwise,
would be to-cast reproach upon the popular institutions under which
we live, and would be at variance ‘with the observations and experi-
ence of my whole life. ) S .

As the population of the State increases, and the resour¢es with
which.-4 beneficent Providence has blessed .us are deveioped, the
burden of tazation, which even now is far from being onerous, will
be more and morealleviated, and when the public debt.is discharged,

-you will have it'in your power, with little, if any, additional taxation,

to provide for some measures of public policy—the want of which
is felt and acknowledged by all—though a just and laudable desire to
extinguish the State liabilities, before incurring new expenses, has
made us hitherto consent to submit to the continued privation of
them., - . ) ' - . S

. Among the many more immediately pressing wants of the people
of the\Stite, seems to me to be a separate Supreme.Court and a
separate Chancery Court. The tribunal, whose province it is to
settle fundamentally the Jaws under which we live, should be so con.
stituted as to ensure. the highest degree of ability and efficiency
which the means at our command will enable us to give to it.  The
“twenty years lucubrations” which, two centuries past, were neces.
sary to make a ‘good. lawyer, are not less necessary now, when the

"
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scienice of jurisprudence: has become complicated and extended by
the labers and decisions of an infirite iumber of writers and Ju_dges;
‘and it is not doing justice to the Judges of our highest appellate
Court, nor lo curselves, not to afford them that leisure, W_l!lch is an
essential element of siccess in their effort to discharge their respon-
sibie duties. ‘T need not enlarge upon thie obvious truth, that th.e :
Judges who have to tide the extensive and laborious Circuits of this
Slate, cannot have the leisure which is necessary to enable them to
‘discliarge satisfactory the dufies required of them us appellate Judges ;
nor, upon the disadvantages which the appellate Court, as now con-
stituted, is' subjecied, fom having to hasten through their labors
within 4 stated time, infprder to release its members, that they may
resume their Circuit laliors. It has beeti found in practice, too, that,
the constitutional provigion which disqualifies a Circuit Judge from
setting on an appegl where he had made the final decision in the
Cotirt below, is ofteiTTnconvenient, and sottietimes operates as a total
denidl of justice. B ,

" Inmy last annual message I gave my views at length on the sub.
ject of a separate Court of Chancery. 1 do not propose repeating
them hére, further than to say, that they remain unchanged—or
rather have become more clear and decided from subsequent obser.
vhtion 'and 'reflectior. The greater practical acquaintance of some
of the members of the General Assembly with this subject than [
possess, ay suggest some plan by which an appellate Court and a
Charicery Couft may be united in the same- individuals, without
essentially ifhpairing thé value and efficiency of either tribunal, and

- thereby diminisbhing the expense. ~ :

I cannot leave this subject without respectfully, but more firmly,
avowing my unalterable conviction, that it is just and right to restore
fo the people thé privilege of selecting, by a direct popular vote, all
their Judicial officers. I would not be deemed guilty of undue im-
portunity, nor do I design enlarging upon this topic, but I éould not,
in consistency suffef this last opportunity to pass, without making an-
other effort to excite public attention to this striking anomoly in our

_institutions—this bhumiliating admission of the incapacity of the

people for delf.government.,  We are justly proud of the privilege of
selecting those who make the latvs under which we live, and yet,
with a strange inconsisteney, we fear tgtrust ourselves with the se.
lection of thuse who interpret and admi%ister those laws.

I trust the General Assembly, if they deem it proper to reorganize
our Judicial system by adopting the suggestions I have made on the
suibjects of a Supreme and a Chancery Court, or by the adoption of
some better devised system, will not lose sight of the inconsistency Lo
which 1 have adverted, but will do justice to the people and to the
principles whicli we profess.

"The attention of the General Assembly has heretofore been given
with much fidelity ‘to the interests of education, and to the proper
means of securing and preserving the fund which the munificence of
the General Government has furnished us for that purpnse. In re.

2
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%’:xr_d to »informa‘lién i conneclion with that fund, as well as that of
térnal Improvement, I refer you to the highly interesting report of
the Register, herewith snbmitted. It will not, [ am confident, fail to
commend itself to the attentive cotisideration of the people’s repre-
sentatives. Of all the grants, or donations, made by the Federal
Government to Florida, I deem that the most important, in reference
fo its object, which was intended for Common Schools. But let it
not be inferred from this remark, that Iundervalue Internal Improve=
nients, whieh one of those donations was designed to promote, or the:
highest grades of scholastic education, which were contemplated by
the grant for « two Universities” or * Sewminaries of Learning.”

It is unnecessary to argue the paramount importance of education,
especially in a ecountry where the people are sovereign. The sta.

bility of free institutions, and fidelity and’Ipurity in the administration

of government, depend upon general enlightenment. It is neither
possible or necessary to qualily, by any system of education, all men
equally, to discharge the dutiés of statesmen ; but it is practicable, and
it is vitally important, to diffuse among the great mass of the peaple
such a degree of intellizence as may enable them to discriminate
hetween aspirants for high offices—to make their seléctions with
Judgment—to discern and appreciate ability, skill and faitlifalness,
and to detect imbecility, impusture and corruption. Hence, and for
other .obvious reasons, * Common Schools,” which are designed to
Bring instruction to every man’s door, are considered of more impor-
tance than one or two Universities or ¢ Seminaries of Learning,”
which would be accessible but to, comparatively, a very few. And
hence, T again earnestly commiend to the deliberations of the Gen-
cral Assembly, the whole subject of educatien—embracing not only
such meastres as may be deemed expedient to render available the
means already within the control of the State, but likewise such as
may seem calculated to enlarge those means, and to accomplish the
great purpose fo its ‘highest practicable extent, Fhe ussiduity with
which the last General Assembly attempted to_digest a system-of
Comion Schools, is an earnest of the deep interest that is felt, and
which will, it'is hoped, result'in some definite and judicious action in
vegard to this subjeet. To the collective intelligence and patriotism
af your bodies, I st leave this branch of a inatter, involved in so
many difficulties, that [ confess my inability to make any suggestions
which my judgment could ehtirely approve. . L

Bat in regard to the dispositiow of the lands granted for Common
Schools, and' to the mode of appropriating the proceeds, should they

" be sold, (which T again recommend, if Congrese will consent,). I will

venture to propose, for your consideration, the expediency of consoli-
Jating them—not according to the arbitrary boundaries of towaships,
but according (o the wants of the people—under somg judicious rule
of apportionment, to be modified frem time to time, to suit the
ehanging condition of the population. For, unless some such rule
Re adopted, it is evident that the beneficent intention of the donors
will be, In a great measure, defeated:  As whilst it happens, fromy
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e naturé of the ‘ountry in hips there are valuable
ilie nature of the ‘Gountry, that in some townships | o VA
sixteenth sections and but very few inbah_il'f_mls,‘there_eflrg other _tow?-
ships with a iumerous population, where the same sections are atterly
‘vnlzllhrln:;s.fast ﬁ.hl;galr_m,essage- I re,c;omme‘nde.d that provision shonld
be made, by a- pre-emption law, for the relief of settlers on Siate
Jands. At that time my sole object, as sspressed, was. to prev__ent
-detrimept to settlérs who were unapprized at the time of t.helr,_seltlmg
to.whom the land belonged, and who made loca‘tlon.s with the hope
of holding them under the Act of Congress. The General Assem-
bly passed a.Jaw, in acc rdance with my_recon}mendauon, and [ am
* highly gratified to lear i from the State _Reglster,. that the act not
anly fulfilled its immediake design, hut by its operations gnab]ed.the
Btats to secure fuch lan{] that might otherwise have been unattaina.
" ble, and to find a'ready ghle for some of it. _It will be seen, that the
Register in his report; tecommends a more llberal'law of pre-emp-
" tion; in whose views upon this, as well as upon the other subjects
therein suggested, I entirely and most heartily concur.
* fn conformity with a resolution of the last General Assembly, the
Senaturs and Representatives of Florida in.Congress, made an effort
to procure from the United States the cession of a large tract of
couitry, situate jn the Southern end of the Peninsula, anc} including
that portion of it known as the « Everglades,” 1 transmit herewith
a, document showing what action was had on this subject by Co.n-
gress, and embodying the opinions of 2 number of gentlemen of dis.
tinctioh inregard to the practicability of draining that region, (now
* useless,) and converting it into fertile fields adapted to the growth of
tropical fruits ana plants, Without intending to express an opinion
upon the policy of embarking in this yndertaking, with the limited
resources of the State, I submit it to the intelligence and patriot,
ism of the General Assembly, with the convigtion that you will give.
it the consideration it so eminently demands, o

You have herewith submitted, also, an interesting eommunication
from the Surveyor Genefal, (Col. Butler,) for such consideration as
its imporiance may seem to demand,. Itis the project of 2 rail road:
from Lake George, near the head of the St. John’s river, in East
Florida, to the Gulf of Mexico, at a terminus therein designated,

I herewith transmit the reports of the Attorney General as well
as those of the Adjutant and Quarter Master Generals. These sey.
eral reports are mude and submitted in conformity to our laws, and
are highly interesting and valuable public documents, They are

»preseited for examination, as containing the most accurate informa-
tion in"regard to the condition of the departments to which they res.
péctfully relate. :

Upoen the suhject of the Northern Boundary line of this State, I
have the pleasure to inform you that the agreement hetween the
Comniissioners of Alabama and Florida, which was ratified on ouy
part by agt of the last General Assembly, approved January 6th, 1848,

- has also been ratified by the State of Alabama ; and that, upon being
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futnished with the evidence of such ratificalion, I caused the procla.
mation, giving notice of the final settlement of the question and of
the line established by the parties, required in the third section of
the act referred to, to be made “in all the newspapers of the State.
Thus the question of boundary between this State and her respected
sister, Alabama, is finally determined. The liné is fixed, and will
he henceforth known without difficilty. Tle amicable spirit with
which we were met in the negotiation of this long-pending question,
and its adjustment upon fair and satisfactory terms, have given me a
high degree of pleasure, which I have taken occasion to express to
his Excellency the Governor of Alabama, and in which, I doubt not,
your own feelings will fully participate. * It is mattér of congratula.
tioti to our eommon constituency, especially to that portion in the
Western part of the State, that they will not longer be troubled with
the inconvenience and vexations of an undefined and uncertain boun-
dary, as between Alabama and Florida. oo

But it is to be regretted that I cannot report the samé favorable
resolt in reference té the line between this State and Geergia. In
my last annval messags, the matter was submitted to the General
Assembly for its consideration and action, but nothing was done or
advised in relation to it. Under these circumstances, I have not felt
authorized to make, or accede to anmy proposition upon the subject.
It is again respectfully brought to your notice, and with the earnest
desire that such steps m:iy be taken or advised, as will enable the
pirties to arrive ai scme speedy and satisfactory settlemerit of the
dispute. The importance and necessity of such a settlement. are so
apparent, and will hé so readily seen hy you, thatI need not enumer.
#te the urgent reasons which require that some definite action should
be bad. o

A brief statement of the’ position of the question may be of service
to you. - It stands thus :—~By authority of an act of the General As.
sembly, I appointed Commissioners in 1846, to act on. behalf of this
State, with similar. Commissioners on the part of Georgia, in nego.
tiating and settling the proper line. These Commissioners met, but
were ‘unable to effect anything., " From the correspondence that
passed betiveen them, (which will be furnished to you if desired,) it
seems that Georgia is unwiiling to admit that the Jine has been desig-
nated andfised, accoiding to the terms of the treaty of 1795, hetween
the United States and Spain ; whereas Florida claims that it was so
fixed by the proper authorities, and that all which now remains to be
done, is to mark the line fror one terminus to the other. Georgia
desires that the head of the 8t. Mary’s river be first ascertained, and
that then the line be run from that point to the point dgreed upon in
the West; whereas Florida contends that Ellicott, Commissioner for
the United States, and Minor, Commissioner for Spain, by virtue of
thieir appointment under the treaty above mentioned, fixed the East.
ern terminus at a point North 45 deg. East 640 perches from the
mound, (B,) known as Ellicoti’s Mound, arid that by their agreeinent
and its éonfirmation by all who were interested in its localion, the
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true line runs from that 'ri‘(iim 5(ralght;(:021:5%3:::?:&?:; F(‘}l::)tfzia,
Chattahoachie rivers. ‘Lteré were proposit B b ol ihis
i : to compromise the matter, which somewhat va :
:;;:é? tflg‘?:ltotqhaviqg heen accepted, they were wnlhdrwn, and need
“0; he:l';?sbs‘:a:a:&dl-he case, (the negotiation having been closed with-
out r;fﬁ-:cting:r, the desired result, and nothing further hav}lng Itze(t;n ::::
or propbsed on our part,) the last_Ge,ne.ral Assembly of Ge i
adopted a report and resolution, which. I. herewith tran;mn(t; acc -

anied by a letter on that subject from his Exceller_lcyt e Sovem )
of that State, in which it is propased, (upon certain agrsaedlée[rr:ls,
to submit the question to the Supreme Court of the Unite 1:1:;.
Not deeming myself authorized to act fl}l‘(hel: in the prerr;|§es, };ut I

~ mit the proposition to your c_dnsndera.ltmn,slmply remarn{ng, tha_ .
" know, of no better method to.sellle this controversy than that w dlcit
is there suggested, and that if you approve the course grophose -
-would he well to vest the Executive with suc'h discretion in l}‘la mat-
"ter as will enable him to conduct the case with good reasonable cer-

i its speedy determination. . ) )
t?’\'f;ya;sfe::ting to-l{ne expediency of the provposed tribunal for_set!l:.n_g
this controversy, I do not design to be undérstood as concurring w nl
the report referred to, as to any precise questions tl.lerem menlloner:
to he submitted. ‘That is 4 matter for your direction, or else forthe
(uture consideration of the Executive, under the discretion you may
au%'vgu‘l:-l r;‘ttention is patticulatly requested to the houndary question,
and it is hoped that your action will open the way for its final ad‘;u.'st-
‘ment; upon terms safisfactory to both parties, and in a time and way

- which will be for their mutual benefit. ‘

Among the variety of suhjects which sugge:'st themselves to me,
our Indian relations afe not the least material and I respectfuily
présent them to the congideration of the General Assembly. O’n
the 9th of May, 1832, Col. (Gadsden 'concluded a trgaty at P'ayne s
Landing; with several of the head Chiefs of'.lht.a S.em-m?le nation, hy

« which hey agreed to remove West ofthe.M_lsmsmppl river. In that
tredty-there were several conditions preliminary to removal, which
wert subsequently complied with by a Commissioner appointed on
the part of the United States and a delegation of the Chiefs of the
Seminoles. But after much delay and tany abortive attempls to
effect their removal, the Indians finally took up arms in 1835, anr}

obtaining a cessation of hostilities. The stipulations of the treaty
remain to be complied with by the Seminoles; and by the General
Order of Col. Worth;declaring hostilities o have ceased, they were
a&signed planting and hunting grounds “temporarily” mer‘ely. From

“this position of the case, it is presumed the General (mveerent
designs to enforce the provisions of the treaty—* peaceably 1f it can,
forcibly if it must.” :

To obtain -a speedy as well as peaceable removal of this remnant

»

\

continued a guerrilla war until 1842, when Col. Worth succeeded in.

- ‘w
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“of that ence ‘powerful' tribe, i¢ doubtlese the anxious desire of the
people of this State ; and you are called upon to-deterrhie asto the
means most likely to effect results s¢ desirable. ~‘I'hey have not—
at least all of them have not—c¢oifined themselves within their pre-
scribed limits. Their (requént excursions into the neighboring
country, sometimes a hundred miles within the settlements, occasion
much fear and suspicion among the whites, And the occasional dis-
appearance of stock belonging to the latter, is immiediately, and may
be properly, atiributed to roving bands of Indians. If such be facts,
unless they are removed or restrained within their appointed precincts,

we have no guaranty that anothei bloody war may not be begun at -

anvy moment, We have abundarit reason to fear that through some
indiscretion of one party or the other, hostilities may be renéwed,
These, in my judgment, are urgent reasons for-calling the prompt
attention of the authorities at Washington to the subject, and would
seem to be sufficient motives to impel them to act upon it without
delay. C : )

Any measure, however, which shall be adapted with the yiew of
inducing the Indians to migrate, may terminate in war; and hence,
before any steps yre taken towards negotiation, a large and efficient
military force shiould he thrown upon the line, dividing the white set-
tlements and the Indian reservation. This should be a force ade-
gnate to the protegtion of our citizens, and to the intimidation of the
savages so far, if possible, as to secure their peaceable removal.-—
And shou'd the Genperal Government not immediately attend to our

- urgent request for their removal, it is believed such a force is now

demanded to restrain the Indians within their prescribed boundary’
and from all acts of violénce, and to afford quiet to the alarms of our
citizens and security to their property. . ]

Information hag heen recently received at this department, from a
reliable source, of the number of Indians still remaining in our State,
There are supposed to be as many as nine hundred of all conditions,
ages and sexes.  OF this number, one hundred and fifiy, at least, are
capable of bearing arms and doing eflicient service. Although this
is a small band, as to nuighers, the Indian mode of warfare invests
it with adequate power to desolate our froitjer settlements,. For, it
will be rememhered, much of the damage of the lzte hlecody war,
even in the heart of the country, and when our forces were actively
engaged in the fisld, was done by marauding parties of twenty.five
or thirty Indians, And this fact may be taken as conclusive evi.
dence of the entire defencelessness of the sparce white population
adjacent to the “Indian Reservation.” :

At the Iate session of the General Assembly, your immediate
predecessors, acting in Convention, proposed and adopted sundry
amendments to the Constitution, in connection with the Judiciary. of
the Circuit Courts. If the amendments, thus adopted, shall have
been poblished in conformity to the provisions of the Censtitution
and 2 Resolution of the last General Assembly, it will he incumbsnt

$

[45)

’ d, reject or adopt them; in which last event they
’ H

-(ipor.rjyo,ij, fo amen

' 1 law of the land. : ' .
hec:'rgzullt::uif\l}nrc]g:?:?::m the Hon. D. L. Yulee, accompanied by an

f 4 letter from the Hon. R. M. Saunders, our res1.df¢nldI:lismit
gxtract o & Court of Madrid, has been received by me; an pu
e ates ﬂ']e" “ubjcct of interest to the people of this State, 1 ﬁm
relates O E\(lu‘tly to lay it before you. ‘There can be no doupt hat
\hougbt l't r":{dn which Genaral Saunders offers to be the medinm 0
the informs il be valuable and interesting; but whether the Stalebls
p:ocrl:el;?ngt,i‘l‘]la condition Lo ercounter the necessary expense, can be
bet eymined by yott than by me. o _
bEtSt?;(?éetlill;nl;nsetdrrzye&)ing of (heyGebnel-.fal (i&sst‘a]r:ll:}v,blvhe'eu?lgz:::;ris‘;l);
“heace hav ed to our Leloved country by i

e%cec-lh'a‘ Ta:::tr;s rﬁ‘set:try with Mexico:. A war into which wf}h!mhd
e Hive “for the protection of our national honor; and whichy
1;?1(::- g&;%nforheurallce on the part of crmi'Governn}ent, l:a:s}::eoe:»
ioi ile invasion of our terniory, W .
p'r'ecmll&ted ” t'he \:d\t\l::hhg.stl‘tlazrlge of skill and success unparallel-r
gusicd, lox vy and rar l alled in the annals of the world.—
led in our bisiory, and ravely equ ¢t period, abmost all of them within
Many batiles were fought within that period, am

¢ ith & vast numerical infe-
" the heart of the enemy’s country, and all witha v

. h o ) d the
riority on our part. “Fhe uniform triumph in every conflict, an

_ final result, which placed Mexico at our feet, have established the

i is of
character of the American soldier as equ?l to tlée aif‘?rgf:;sg?;zt“d
any b honor and interest of our countr
any duty which thre hon 3 I ouate to
H ' Fov t has been regarde q
Hitherto, our form of Governmen een Jed a5 A ot

e | i ir mational welfare in times of | ; but fear
the promotion of our na welfa 7 s P
have b ‘tai ren by its friends, that it would p
have been entertained, even : L ) I prove el

ient Yofagtive in the more trying exigencies o ; bu
cient and defective im t ying exigencics o Wars el
nsi i now forever dissipated, an i
such BT vaslly o d in the opimion of the world.  The
i : ; o opinion of the .
~haracter.has been vastly elevated in the he.
’:légfjisitioh of Mew Mexico and California has added 2 I;Iew Em[::use.
s ferritorial limi -oed, to & vast extent, Lhe area des-"
: ferritorial limits, and enlarged, to & the are
i q'l:l to share with us in the blessings of liberty and civilization.
e its of p Y ered to languish at home, while
"Fhe pursuits of peace were not sl;x ed slangeish &t e
: 3 tri t abroad, 4t no for! .
our arms were thus triumphan er period hare
' ved i ¢ prospereus condition ; an
finances been preserved in a mox di
(:)l:-rer oui fuvored copuntry the efforts of labor anrdhe:.lmerpx ise have be'el?

: i t success. ile carrying on with-

-rowned with the most ubun(.lan c W . )
:ir or and success the war with Mexico, so mer?o“mg was orug dot
m%stic prosperity, that the starving millions (?f Europe were fec oul
uflour abundance ; and so lofty is the elevation which our dnaluqna ‘

character and condition have attained, that the re%ener.'ustelhetli?l|boengst
| i -en their fetters, turn to usa > s
of the old world, having broken ters; turn {0 us a8 O o
i s Cment of rational and eulightened liberly. 3
guide to the enjoyment of ¥ ) d eulightoned b diforent
intending bt the sincerily of those di
mi::::]g“igmtfy dl(;: J|§ermitted to say, [ believe all these gralilying r?;["
v 'S, 1 1Na3 X y > 814 : :
sults (u'nd"er the direction of Providence,) to be the Ieglpm‘atg fruits ’
the 'pr"in‘ciples upon which the presemt national administration came”
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into power; and of the firm, intelligent and patriotic adherence to

" those principles, which has so eminently distinguished the present

Executive of our proud Republic. .

But amid the congratulations which I could not repress as to the
prosperous condition of our beloved country, I cannot consider my
duty as wholly performed, if I were to omit an allusion to the threats
ening aspect of the clouds now lowering over our Southern horizon,
enveloping in darkness the future destiny of our glorious confederacy.
The omens aré portentous that a systematic and incendiary assault
upon the peculiar institutions of the South will soon be wade, with a
determination and strength which can no longer be regarded svith
contempt. A parly is arrayed at the North as the * free-suil” paity,
formidable for its numbers and the ability of its leaders. The ob.
jects and designs of this party dre boldly avowed, and will doubtless
be prosecuted with zealous indl{stry. I have no fears that when the
issuse is distinctly presented, the South will be united in its resistance
to this wanton aggression on its rights; and that all the differences
of opinion, upon questions of less vital importance, will be mevged
in its determination not to submit to an outrage, (which, from the
nature of our relations, as co-equal members of the sam: great
family of States,) is as insulting as it was unprovoked. But the time
is, perhaps, at haund, when it becomes us, as a State, deeply interested’
in the preservation of the rights of the slaveholder, to announce our
opinions and feelings upon this momentous subject.

'The adoption by Congress of the so called * Wilmot proviso,” as
a geueral rule for all newly acquired territory, and the submission to
it by the Southern States, would réduce us to a condition ‘of political
inequality with the Northern States, wholly inconsistent with the ob.
Jects of the Federal Union, as well as with our rights as one of the
sovereign parties to that compact. Ineqgnality of political rights im.
plies inferiority, and can never be submitted to as long as we retain
the power to be free, and that rightful appreciation of-liberty, which
is “the richest jewel in our heritage 'as Americans.”

To preserve the Union, so dear to us, the South has hitherto sub.
mitted to much ; and, I doubt not, is ready to submit to much more,
when the sicrifice involves anything short of national degradation.
But every American, who appreciates as he‘\bught bis privileges and’
duties as such, cherishes in the deepest récesses of his heart, an un.
dying devotion to something dearer to him even than the Union,
which he so much loves.

I shall have wo opportunity of again addressing, thus formally, the
representaiives of the people of Florida, before my retirement into
private life, upon the expiration of the term for which I was elected.
I therefore embrace this occasion, to renew my grateful acknowledg-
ments to my fellow-citizens, for that confidence which called me to

the Executive Chair, and for the uniform and generous support which-

has sustained me in the arduous and responsible duties of my officé.
I am conscious of many imperfections, but want of integrity of
purpose, and of a sincere and ardent devotion to the best interests of

ey, - -
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e Peoy ‘Florida, are not among theri. To, the extent of iy
‘hh:mpbeig?:‘;i?iiifi.o 1 ha’ve labered to promote their \velfape.; ar_xgl .I le:ni
devoutly grateful that the indications of gengral prosperity ;: ‘|Sc‘ :
get around me, and the obviously mp_rpved condltlgn of the ; ]
for the last four years, prove that our efforts have not been altogether:
" Iva]h:l.]l reium' to the walks of private life with renewed devolio‘n\td_
my ;dopted State, and with fervent prayers, that the liberties ahd.

" blassings, which a kind Providence has so 1la.vishly bestowed upon us,

may be perpctlngl».

: "W. D. MOSELEY.
fixecutive Department, November 24; 1848. _

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, B ,
Ordered, That 250 copies of the Governor’s message, 4nd accom-

panying documents be printed for the use of the Senate.

The following was receivedd and ]}‘,ea.fll’ and,l on motion of Mr.
jori g spread Gpon the Journal :
Lorimer, ordered, to be spr P PrussyTERIAN CHURCH, g
: Tallahassee, 28th November, 1848.
¢ Honorable President
Toth - and Senators of Florida: - ) :
Gexrremey: The Pastor and Session of this Churctl inform your
honorable hody that their House will be open for publlc_ worship on
Thanksgiving'day, and on Sunday mornings and evenings through
the winter,. with ample accor?lmodmion for strangers, and respect:
1ly invi unite with them. .
-fully invite you to unite wi JNO. H. RICE, Pastor,
J.G. ®§AMBLE, )
~ J.J.MAXWELL, |
B. F. WHITNER, } Session:
J. B. BULL, ]
D.C. WILSON, J
Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, Am Act to provide for the e-
Jection of a keeper of Public Archives in the cities of 8t.-Augusting
_and Pensacola, and to, prescribe their duties, &c.
Mr. Aldrich gave notice that be would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to grant pre-emption
rights‘to settlers on State Lands, . _
. "On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow,
10 o’clock.

WEDNKESDAY, November 29, 1848:

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Rev:. Mr. Choice offic
ciated as Chaplain. A quorum being present, the proceedings of
yesterday were read and approved..
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