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into power; and of the firm, intelligent and patriotic adherence to

" those principles, which has so eminently distinguished the present

Executive of our proud Republic. .

But amid the congratulations which I could not repress as to the
prosperous condition of our beloved country, I cannot consider my
duty as wholly performed, if I were to omit an allusion to the threats
ening aspect of the clouds now lowering over our Southern horizon,
enveloping in darkness the future destiny of our glorious confederacy.
The omens aré portentous that a systematic and incendiary assault
upon the peculiar institutions of the South will soon be wade, with a
determination and strength which can no longer be regarded svith
contempt. A parly is arrayed at the North as the * free-suil” paity,
formidable for its numbers and the ability of its leaders. The ob.
jects and designs of this party dre boldly avowed, and will doubtless
be prosecuted with zealous indl{stry. I have no fears that when the
issuse is distinctly presented, the South will be united in its resistance
to this wanton aggression on its rights; and that all the differences
of opinion, upon questions of less vital importance, will be mevged
in its determination not to submit to an outrage, (which, from the
nature of our relations, as co-equal members of the sam: great
family of States,) is as insulting as it was unprovoked. But the time
is, perhaps, at haund, when it becomes us, as a State, deeply interested’
in the preservation of the rights of the slaveholder, to announce our
opinions and feelings upon this momentous subject.

'The adoption by Congress of the so called * Wilmot proviso,” as
a geueral rule for all newly acquired territory, and the submission to
it by the Southern States, would réduce us to a condition ‘of political
inequality with the Northern States, wholly inconsistent with the ob.
Jects of the Federal Union, as well as with our rights as one of the
sovereign parties to that compact. Ineqgnality of political rights im.
plies inferiority, and can never be submitted to as long as we retain
the power to be free, and that rightful appreciation of-liberty, which
is “the richest jewel in our heritage 'as Americans.”

To preserve the Union, so dear to us, the South has hitherto sub.
mitted to much ; and, I doubt not, is ready to submit to much more,
when the sicrifice involves anything short of national degradation.
But every American, who appreciates as he‘\bught bis privileges and’
duties as such, cherishes in the deepest récesses of his heart, an un.
dying devotion to something dearer to him even than the Union,
which he so much loves.

I shall have wo opportunity of again addressing, thus formally, the
representaiives of the people of Florida, before my retirement into
private life, upon the expiration of the term for which I was elected.
I therefore embrace this occasion, to renew my grateful acknowledg-
ments to my fellow-citizens, for that confidence which called me to

the Executive Chair, and for the uniform and generous support which-

has sustained me in the arduous and responsible duties of my officé.
I am conscious of many imperfections, but want of integrity of
purpose, and of a sincere and ardent devotion to the best interests of

ey, - -
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e Peoy ‘Florida, are not among theri. To, the extent of iy
‘hh:mpbeig?:‘;i?iiifi.o 1 ha’ve labered to promote their \velfape.; ar_xgl .I le:ni
devoutly grateful that the indications of gengral prosperity ;: ‘|Sc‘ :
get around me, and the obviously mp_rpved condltlgn of the ; ]
for the last four years, prove that our efforts have not been altogether:
" Iva]h:l.]l reium' to the walks of private life with renewed devolio‘n\td_
my ;dopted State, and with fervent prayers, that the liberties ahd.

" blassings, which a kind Providence has so 1la.vishly bestowed upon us,

may be perpctlngl».

: "W. D. MOSELEY.
fixecutive Department, November 24; 1848. _

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, B ,
Ordered, That 250 copies of the Governor’s message, 4nd accom-

panying documents be printed for the use of the Senate.

The following was receivedd and ]}‘,ea.fll’ and,l on motion of Mr.
jori g spread Gpon the Journal :
Lorimer, ordered, to be spr P PrussyTERIAN CHURCH, g
: Tallahassee, 28th November, 1848.
¢ Honorable President
Toth - and Senators of Florida: - ) :
Gexrremey: The Pastor and Session of this Churctl inform your
honorable hody that their House will be open for publlc_ worship on
Thanksgiving'day, and on Sunday mornings and evenings through
the winter,. with ample accor?lmodmion for strangers, and respect:
1ly invi unite with them. .
-fully invite you to unite wi JNO. H. RICE, Pastor,
J.G. ®§AMBLE, )
~ J.J.MAXWELL, |
B. F. WHITNER, } Session:
J. B. BULL, ]
D.C. WILSON, J
Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, Am Act to provide for the e-
Jection of a keeper of Public Archives in the cities of 8t.-Augusting
_and Pensacola, and to, prescribe their duties, &c.
Mr. Aldrich gave notice that be would, at some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to grant pre-emption
rights‘to settlers on State Lands, . _
. "On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow,
10 o’clock.

WEDNKESDAY, November 29, 1848:

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Rev:. Mr. Choice offic
ciated as Chaplain. A quorum being present, the proceedings of
yesterday were read and approved..

3
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- Mr. Charles.A. T'weed, Senator {rom the Second District, pre-
sented his certificate, and was duly sworn by Nathaniel A. Jameson,
Justice of the Peace.

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Comptroller be requested to farnish
a statement of the amouut paid each witness summoned in behalf of
the State for mileage and atiendance each, the number of days, and
the term of the Court each attended, together with the pame of

each witness, in the respective Counties of the State, during the
past fiscal year.

Which motion prevailed. :

Mr. Avery moved that the Senate now go into the election of a
Printer, at a compensation to be fised on afierwards by the Senate.

Which motion prevailed. '

Mr. Crawford nominated Joseph Clisby.

Mr. Ghent nominated S. 8. Sibley.

Mr. Moseley nominated W. Bartlett.

The vote was as follows: ' :

For Clishy—Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Crawford,
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White—10.

For Sibley—Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Ghent—3.

For Bartlett—Messrs. Austin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley—4.

Br. Clisby was declared duly elecled.

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the vote had yesterday upon the
question of printing 250 copies of the documents accompanying the
Governor’s message, was reconsidered ; and, upon the reconsideras
tion thereof, Mr. Sanderson moved that 250 copies of the Governor’s
message and accompanying documents, excepiing the document hav.
ing reference to the draining of the Everglades, be printed for the
use of the Senate. .

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to intreduce a bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate St.
Jobns Lodge No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine.”

Mr. Crawford moved that the Secretary of the Senate be authori-
zed to purchase stationery for the Senate, not to exceed the sum of
$20. .

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Ghent gave notice that he would; at some future day, ask leave
to introduce a bill to be entitled ¢ An act to remove the County Site
of Walton County.” . :

Mr. Forward moved that the rules be waived, and he allowed to
introduce a bill, '

Which motion was lost.

On motion, a committes, consisting of Messrs. S8anderson, For-
ward, and Crawford, were appointed to act with a similar commit.
tee on the part of the House, relative to the number of documents,
&ec., to be printed for the use of the General Assembly.’

Mr. Avery moved that the printing of the Senate, during its pre-
sent session, be executed by Joseph €lishy upon the following terms,

N
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5 ' ish 8 i f the Senate
4o wit: ‘That he furnish 500 copies of the.Jour_nals 0
'a‘.)t $2 per page, counting ohie copy; and daily slips of the proceed-
ings at 25 cents per page of 550 words. That he shall execute the
miscellaneous printing of the Senate, such as bills, reports, &c., at
4 cent per 100 words, counting 75 copies.
Which motion prevailed. ) -
Mr‘!lga;gerson'l:noved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized
and directed to prooure paper cuxtains. for the windows of the Sen:
‘ate Chamber. ) , R
: eMr.] Floyd moved to amend by adding, “and that he provide seats
for ladies.” .
.DFOn ‘which, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, Forward
aid Floyd, and were as follows: . .
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin,

* Grawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith.

Tweed, Watts—14..

" Nays—Messrs. Austin, Avery, Moseley, White—4.
The amendment prevailed. - _ )
The question being then put on the original miotion, the yeas and

nays were called for by Messrs. Austin and Forward, and were as

follows :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Cos{in,
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith,
Tweed, Watis—14,

Nays—Messrs. Austin, Avery, Moseley, White—4. -

The motion prevailed. T

Mr. Forward offered the following : :

* Resolved, 'That the Comptroller he requested ¢o furnish the Sen-
ate, at an early day as possible, with a tabular statement of the sum
paid annualiy by the State to the Clerks of the Circuit Courts in the
respective Counties.

Which was carried.

Mr. Sanderson offered the following :

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish the
Senate with 2 certified copy of the hill amending the Coustitation,
passed at the last session of the General Assembly; also, to certify
whether or not said amendments have been published in accordance
with the requirements of the Constitution. :

Which was carried.

Mr. Avery, from a Select Committee, made the following report,

“ which was concurred in:

“The committee appointed to report rules for the government of
the Senate, beg leave to report: ,

That they have examined the rules of the Senate for the last ses.
gion of the General Assembly, and believing them sufficient, recom.
mend that they be adopted by the Senate for ils government during
the present session. .

- On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Lorimer allowed to move
that 75 copies of the rules of the Senate be printed.
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' Which motion' prevailed. -

. \ BRI PTARR I
~RULES OF THE SENATE. -

" Ruig 1. The President shall take the Chair evéry day af the iour tg .\\vﬁi'éh_

th:ei Sel;?ltle shall have adj(pumed; shall immediately call the members to order
and on the appearance of a quoruni, shall ¢ the J pr ing
o e app q , _au§<a. he_ Journal of the preceding

3. He shall preserve order and decorum ; may s ealk to point i

tle s ve order ane 'um 3 may -speak to points of oyder,

p{et_'eteu_ce to other members, rising from hi,s seat for that g’urpoée; a:g shal]r;
decide questions of order, subject-to an appeal to the Senate by any two inem-
bers; on which appeal,.no member shall speak more than once unless by leave
of the Senate. - - . . . . e '

3. He shall rise to put the question, but tay state it sit'ting. ’

4. No member shall speak to another, or atherwise interrupt the businé
. 3 v N bl Y€ 3 S s of
the Senate, while the journals or public papers are being read?or pnsslbg;\e::ezx
the President and another member who is addressing the Senate.
5. Every member, when he speake; shall address the Chair, standing in hi
place; dnd wheén he has finished, shall sit down, '~ 17 standing in his

6. No mémber shall speak more than twice, in any one debate, on the same
A

subject, without Teave of the Senate.

. 7. When two or more members shall vise af the safn‘e time, the President
shall name the person entitled to proceed. -

8. When a member shail be ‘called to order, he shall sit down until the
President shall détermine whether he is in order or not ; and every queéstion of
arder shall be decided by (he President withéut debate, but subject to an appeal
to the Senate. - K C A Lo T
' Q.dIf ;n{lngen_\ber sggll l;e called to order for words spoken, the exceptionable
words shall be immediately taken down in writing, that the Presid iay
better enabled to judge of the matter.” - - g‘? L cetdent m"\y be

T H y

10. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Senate, without
leave of the Senate ; and in case a less number than a quorum shall convene;
they are hereby authorized to send the Sergeant-at-arms, or any other peyson or
persons by them authorized, for any or all abgent members, ad the majority of
such members shall agree, at the expense of such dbsent members respectively,
unless such excuse for non-attendance shall be made as the Senate when a
guorum is convened, shall judge sufficient. )

11. No motion shall be debated until it be seconded. .

. 12. When a motion shall be made and seconded, it shall be reducedlxto writing,
if desired by the President, of any member, delivered in at the table and read
before the same shall be debated. ) - o

13. When a question is undér debate, no motion shall be received, but to ad-
journ, to lie on the table, to postponé indefinitely, to postpone to 4 day certain
to commit er to amend; which several motions shall have precedence in the’
order in which they stand artduged ; and the motion to adjourn shalf always be
in order unless when a member shall be engaged in addressihg the Senaté; or
when the Sendte shall be engaged in taking a vote; and the motions to a}ijbyurn
and to lie ofi the tabl€, shall be decided ‘without debate. . ‘

14.. If the question'in debate shall contain séveral p"binls,f:y membei may
have the same divided. ;

- 15. In filling up blanks, the largest sum_and. the longest time sljall be first.

-put.

;,1G. When t.hv:e reading of a paper is called for, and the same is ol»j'éérgd to by
any member, it shall be determined by a vote of the Senate, without debate.

. 17. When the yéas and nays shall be called for, by twa of the members pre- .

sent, every member within the bar of the Senate, at the time the question was.
put by the President, shall (unless, for special redsons, he be excused by the
Scnate,) declare, openly apd without debate, his assent Jor ‘dissent to_the ques.
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tion. - Tu teking the yoas add nays, and upoh the call of the. Senate, the names
of the members shall be taken alphabetically. - R

18. On u motion made and seconded, to shut the doors of the Sgnate,.m t_l_\e‘
dispussion of any business which may, in the opinion of any mém.ber, _reg\xlge
shcrecy, the President shall direct the gallery t6 be cléaved ; and’ during tne
discussion of such motion, the doprs shall remain shut § and do mohpn shjﬂl
be deemed in order to admit any person or persons whatever. ;

19. The following order shall be observed, in takifng up the business of the
Senale, to wit : 1st, motions; 2d, petitions,- memorials, and other papers, ads
dressed either to the Senate; ot to the President thereol; 3d, 1esolutions; 4th,

reports of standing committees; 5th,reports-of select commuttees; 6th, mes-

sages from the House of Bepresentatives ; and, lastly, orders of the day.

20, When a queslion has been onece made and deci_ded, 1t shall be in order
for any member of the majority to move the reconsideration thereal; but no
motion for the reconsideration of any vote, shall be in order after a bill, reso-
lution, message, report, or amendment, upon which the vote was taken, shall
have gone out of the possession of the Senate, announcing its decisivi ; nor

" shall any motion for reconsideration be in order, unless the same shall be made

within the two next days pf actual session thereafter. )
21. The President shall have the right to name a member of the Senate to
perform the duties of the Chair; but such substitution shall not extend beyond
an adjournment. ‘ ‘
22. Before any petition, or memorial, addressed to the Senate, shall be re-

.eeived and read, whéther the same be introduced by the President or a2 mem-

ber, a brief stafement of the contents ot the petition or memorial, shall ver-
baily be made by the introducer ; after which, it mdy be yeferred to a com-
mittee. ' ) : :

23. One day’s notice, at least, shall he 'giVe'nfo_f an interided motion for leave
ta hring in a bill. - - ST

24. Every bill, resolution of a public nature, oF resolation for the appropri-
ation of the public nioney. shall receive thre¢ readings previously to its being
passed, and the President shall give notice at each, whether.it be the first,.se-
cond, or third, which resdings shall be on three different days, unless in cases
of emergency four-filths of the Senate may deem it expedient to dispense with
the rules. ] . o .

25. The first reading of a bill or resolution of a public nature, or for theape
propriation of the pdblic moffey, shall be for the information of the Senate ; at
which reading,the introducer shall have the right to state the general principles
pf the bill or resolution, as the case nay be, and the cavses for introducirg it :
and if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, * shall the bill or reso-
lution be rejected ” upon which question there shall be no debate. If no op-
position be made, or it the question to reject be negatived, the bill or resofu-
tiofi shall go to a second reading without o question. 2

26. No bill or vesolution of a public nature, requiring the appropriation of
‘public money, shall be committed or amended, until it shall have been twice
read, after which, it may be committed or amended.

27. When 2 bill or-resolution of a piblic nature for the appropriation of
public money shall have been read the second time, and before both sides of

- the question shall have been put to the Senate upon its passage, it shall be i
* drder for dny member to mave its commitment to a committee of the whole

house—that it le on the table—for its indefinite postponement—for its post-
ponement to a day certain—for its commitment to a standing committee—1{o 3
select commjttee—or to amend ; which motions shall have precedence in the
order above stated. After a bill ar vesolution shall have been amended, it
shal} again be read as amended, for the information of the Senate, befors the
question shall be put upon its passage. .

28. The final question upon the second reading of every bill ov resolution,

v
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requiring three: readings previously -to being passed, shall be, . whether it

. shall be engrossed, an}d read a third time.”, - - : :

. 99. Before a bill or'resolution requiring threé readings, shall be read the
third time io the Senate, it shall be carefully engrossed, (without interlinea.
tion orerasure,) under-the direction of the Secretary of the Senate,and upon
this reading of the bill or resoluticn; il sha}l not be committed or amended,
without the unanimous consent of the Senate, - : -

30. It shall not be in order to amend the title of a bill or résolution, until it
shall have passed its second reading. : S oo

31: The titles of bills, and such parts thereof only, as shall be affected by
proposed amendm’ents,l shall be inserted in the Journals. . -

32. The President of the Senate shall appoint the following Standing Com-
mittees, which shall thus be denominated: Ce . :

1. Committee on the Judiciary. o
8. Committee on the State’of the Commonwealth.
3. Committee on Corporations.” = ° ’ . -
" 4.’Committee on Schools and Collegér. )
. Comamittee on Propositions and Grievances.”
. Committee or Interbal Improvements. | ’
. Committee on Elections.
. Committee on Claims and Accounts.
..Committee 60 Enrolled Bills. "
10. Comtiittee on Amendments and Revision of the Constitution.
11. Comimittee on the Executive Department. )
12, Committee on the Militia.
. 13. Committee on Taxation and Revenue.
. 14. Committee 6n Federal Relations. o ' ‘-
-..33. All confidential communicalidns made by the Governor to the Senate,
shall be, by the membeis thereof, kept secret, until the Senaté; by their reso-
lution, take off the injunction of secrecy. o . C

f
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* -34. Allinformation or refnarks touching or conceining the éharacter or qua-
lifications of any person nominated by the Governor to office, shall be kept
secret. . T, g _ ’ w ) ;
" 35. When acting on confijential or Exécutive business, the Senate shall be
cleared of all persons; éxcept the Secretary, Sérgeant-at- Arms and Messenger.
'36. The proceedings -of the Senate, when not ‘acting in Committee of the
Whole, shall be entered gn the journals as concisely as possible, care being
taken to detail an accurate and true account of the proceedings. )

37. Messages shall be f¢ansmitted to the House ‘of Representatives by the
Secretary ; upon each of which shall previously be erdorsed by the Secretary,
the final determination of the Senaté thereon. - ’ b .

38. Messengers may be introduced in any stage of the businéss, except while
a question 13 betng put; or while the yeas and nays are being called.

. 39. The Governor of the Stale, formey Governors of the Territory, Senators
and Representatives [rom thiz State in the Congress of the United States,
_Slate House Officers, members of the Representative branch of the General
‘Assembly; and Judges of .the Chancery and:Circuit Courts of this State, shall
be admitted {o a seat within-the bar of the:Senate chamber, and any other
person upon the invilation of a member of the Senate. - - . : :

40. The Sectetary of the Seuate, Sergeant-at-Arms and Messenger; shall he
geverally sworn by the President, well and faithfully to discharge their re-
spective duties, and to keep secret the proceedings of the Senate, when sitting
with closed doors. . - . ' Co T
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eml was Without the bar of the Senate when the ghestion
w:slb\ﬁ Oh;n ftibélg}josh;l be permitted to vote on the question then bélore
the Senate, without the unahimous consent of the Senate: Lk be
42. No rulé herein adopted for the govefument of the Sensate,ats a
gmended or suspendéd; withott the consentof four-fifths of the Senate.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Friday, 11 o’clock\. .

Fribay, December 1, 1848.

The Senate met pursuaht to adjournment.  Rev. Mr. Choice offi-
tiated as Chaplain. A quorum being ‘present, on motion of Mé-
Avery, the readingof ‘Wednesday’s procgedings was dispensed wit -

Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave

- i i i AN idé he sale of
{o introduce a bill to be entitled ¢ An act to provﬂe fort :
"t(l)lémSixtéenth Sections granted by Congress to, the State for the &up-

ublic Schools, atid for consolidating the School Fun_d.”
pmigu(:‘fs‘uf;nt to previous’ notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be
entitled © An act to incorporate St. John’s Lodge No. 12; in the chty
of St. Augustine:” - ; . i ”
" Which was read the first time, and ordered toa second reading to-
mog:.w A'very moved that the Secretary of State be reqtiested to mal;e”
out and furnish to the Senate, (so far as thp same can be dgnrer fro_m
returns fled in his office,) a statement of all the white children in -
each County between the ages of six and eighteen years; the num-

. ber in each township; stating, also, the humber wha can read and

write, the number that can read but cannot write, and the number
that can neither read or writes - ‘ _ » 7

" Also!a statement of the condition of the 16th sections and fra?4-
tional sections in éach county, how many are valuable, and wha}t: théir
value, under whose ¢harge they have beén placed, how many are .
under cultivation, and by whom cultivated, and in whose hands the

 fund derived from the 16th sections is placed.

Also, where imperfect returns have been made, such reasons as’
have beei given by the Tax Assessors and Collectors for these im-
perfect returns. : o »

Which motion prevailed. _ ) Co _

Mcr. Tweed gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
jeave fo introduce a bill to be entitled ¢ An act relating’ to capital
punishment.” . . i N
" Also, a bill to be entitled * An act amendatory of the several acts
of limitation now in force in this State.” .

On motion; a committee, consisting of Messrs. Avery, Whltle, and
Forivaid, was appointed to act with a similar committes on the part
of the House to draft joint rules for the government of the two Hou-
ges during its present session. ’ : L

Mr. Lorimer, from a select comiittee, présented the following. re~
port, which was concurred in : . N



