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siruction of a Rail Hoad from Read’s Bluff; on the St. Mary’s River,
to Pensicola, and to authorize and regulate pattnerships for that
pgr‘%?;:, on motion of Mr. Moseley, made the special order for Wed-
nesday next. : .
House resolution, asking from Congress a grarit of a quarter sec
tion of land for Holmes county, _ L
Was read the second time, the rule waived, read the third time
¢its title, and passed. . .
by(l)i'dereci to bepcerliﬁed to the House. _ : : ]
_‘House bill to be entitled, An act to alter and change the time of
holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, -
“Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, 1ead the second time by its title,
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. .
House bills to be - entitled, respectively, An act concerning the
records of Leon county § and
An act for the relief of James M. Bates, : .
Were read the second time, dnd ordered to a third reading to-
niorrow. o -
Hotise bill to bé entitled, An act to repeal an act to amend the
several acts to raise a Revenue for this State,
Was read the second time, and on motion, referred to a Select

‘Committee, consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Avery and Sanderson.

House resolution relative to a contemplated Mail Route in the

" county of St. Lucie, ' o
" Was read the second time, the rule waived, read the third time .

by its title, and passed.

Ordered to be certified to the House.

House bill to. be entitled; An act te amétid an act concerni
Roads and Highways, passed at the adjourned session of 1845,

Was read the second time; and on motion of Mr. Floyd, referred.

to the Commiittee on Internil Improvements, with instructions to
report any ameéndments they may deem necessary in the law as it

‘how exists relative to said subject.

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of occupying claim-
ants, : -
" Was, on motion of Mr. Aldrich, read the second time by its'title,
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .
"Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the increase, investment,
safe keeping and disbursement of the Common School Fund;
On motion of . Mr. Floyd, the Senate resolved itself into a Com.
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Burritt in the Chair.
.After some time spent therein, the Committee rose and by their

" Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

Which was granted. . ‘

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committtee. on- Enrolled Bills, presented the
following report : ’ . )

The Committes on Enrolled Bills heg leave to report the following
bills as correctly enrolled, viz; .

ng.

in

A bill entitled, An act to re.establish the Records of-the county of
Jackson, and for other purposes. ¢

A bill entitled, An act to grant Pre.emption rights to settlers on
State lands. : ' :

: LOUIS ALDRICH, Chajrman.

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the vote had this day on House bill to
be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of services rendered
by Overseers of Public Roads, '

Was reconsidered—and upon the reconsideration therpof, said bill
was referred by unanimous consent to the Committee on Internal
Improvements. ,

The House retarned the following Senate bills as passed by the
House without amendments, viz :

Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support ef Public
Schools, and for counsolidating the School Fund ;

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to pre-
vent the circulation of Change Bills, approved 15th March, 1844;

Bill to be entitled, An act to declare East River in Walton county
a navigable stream ; .

Bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the road laws in and for the
county of Franklin. : .

Ordered to be enrolled. : )

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned pursuant to the
resolution adopted this day. ' :

WepNEsDAY, December 27, 1848,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. - _ ,

A quorum being present, on metion of Mr. Avery, the reading of
the. Journal was dispensed with. , - :

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waived, and he allowed
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act relating to Manufacturing
LCompanies. ) .

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading
to-morrow. . i .

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the rule was waived, and he allowed to
iatroduce a bill to be entitled, An act to provide for Seals for the Cir.
cuit Courts of this State,

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading
{o-morrow, . . ) :

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency
the Governor: '
7 , SevaTe CmamsER, Decomber 27, 1848,
His Excellency W. D. Moserey, Governor, &c. :

Str :—1I have the honor to transmit for the approval of your Ex.
«cellency, the following bills, entitled respectively,
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An act to re-establish the records of the County of J ackson, and

for other purposes;

Also, An act to grant pre-emption 1ights to settlers on State lands,

passed by both Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the
presiding officers thereof. Respectfully, .
C. W. DOWNING, Secretfarﬁr Sémate.
Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the State of the Common.
weallt'h, introduced a bill to be entitled, V}én act amendatory of the gev-
lating to Jurors and State Witnesses. . )
er%V?ﬁ::shr:w:;x:%ag the first time, and ordered to 2 gecond reading
to:morrow, ) . A a
i hisExcellency the Governor wasread:
The following message from isExce ]*%xncunvn o e
_'Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848.

Gentlemen of the Senate o
and of the House of Representaiives : : i .
Herewith 1 transmit to you a commanication from the Register o
Public Lands, the subject matter of which I commend to your atten-
ti ‘ ' Very Respectfully,
o o W. D. MOSELEY.

—

Orrice oF REcIsTER oF PuBLIc Lanps, §
' December 27, 1848.

p g ELEY & .
Toslgl.}zné’; 1e\g;(i):ting laws, no provision is made for the.audl’tmg of
an of the accounts of this office, except those for the E'leglster s sala-
ry and travelling expenses, which are pay?.ble at the Treasury.

1t seems to me that, both for. the public security and for the pro-
tection of the Register against the contingency of future bqt'unduﬁ
responsibility, some specific and conclusive method of auditing a
his accounts should be prescribed by law.
: Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, .
(Signed,) "JOHN BEARD, Register of Public Lands.

e

otion of Mr. Avery, said message and af:c.ompanying decu-
e Committee on the Judiciary. -
Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd .mtroduced 2 bill to be eln-
titled, An act-to authorize the construcfuo‘:\ of tbe Magnetic Tele-
ud providing for the protection.of the same. - ..
gmv%hﬁi:h wpas, on rrﬁ)tion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title,
and 75 copies ordered to be printed.
Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd
itled, An act to amend an act approved Ja
lien to steamboat men and others naviga
alachicola.” . .
'A-le;i(;ch was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading

to.ggrrrr:)c::i.bn of Mr. Forward, the hillto be entitled, An act Fg-lating

O m _
ment were referred to th

introduced a bill to be en.
nuary 4, 1847, * giving a
ting the bay and river of

- General Assembly.
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to crimes and misdemeanors, and requiring a prosecutor in certain
cases, was taken from the table, and placed among the orders.

Mr. Forward presented the petition of certain citizens of the coun-
ties of Marion, Alachua, and St. Johns, praying the establishment of
a new County. ) -

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messts.

- ’Forw‘ard, Sandersen, and Aldrich.

Mr. Avery offered the following, which was adopted : .

Resolved by the Senqgte and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, 'I'hatthe election of Judges' -
for the several Circuits, shall be held on Wednesday the 3d day of
January, 1849, : .

Which was, on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the Committee’
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report at an early day respect-
ing the propriety of elecling Judges at the present session of the

Mr. Sanderson offered the following, which was adopted :.

Resalved by the Senate, That his Excellency the Governor be re-
quested to inforia the Senate, whether the State of Florida has ever
received any thing from the distribution of the proceeds arising:
from the sale of the Public Lands? Whether she is, or not entitled
to any portion of the said fund? If any, how much, and what effort
has been made to collect the same from the TJ. S. Government.

Mr. Forward offered the following resolutions: :
Resolutions remonsirating against the removal of the Military Muni-

ttons, Ordnance, Stores and Small Arms, from the garrison inthe

city of St. Augustine, and asking for further protection to the

Eastern Frontier of the Peninsula of Florida. ]

Waereas, 1t is rumored that the Military Munitions, Ordnance
Stores and Small Arms, now deposited in -the city of St. Augustine,
are about to be removed to Charleston, in the State of South Caro-
lina ; Therefore, - R S .

1. Beit Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Florida, in General Assembly convened, That we most
earnestly and respeetfully remonstrate: against the removal of said
Military Munitions and Small Arms, inasmuch as by such a pro-
éeeding the inhabitants of said city of St. Augustine, as well asof
the surrounding country; who are still in the vicinity of the remain-
ing bands of Seminole [ndians, would be left without'the means of
defence, either from foreign enemies, or internal foes.

2d. Be it further Resolved, That the National interest, ag well ag
iustice to the people of Florida, imperatively demand that the East.
ern Frontier of the Peninsula should be strengthened and piaced in
a better state of protection than it at presentis; and instead of de-
nnding that section of the country of all military defence, their pecu~
lar situation and exigencies require among other means, an arse
nal, provided with at least one thousand stand of arms, with a force
sufficient to guard and take care of it. .

3d. Be it further Resolved, That although extensive fortifications

13
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i bei) " at Key West and Torlugas, and by their com-
?r:':ngfx:ggp::i?%:i may govern and direct the tr?nsitlthroiugh the:
Keys’dflhe Gulf, yet between them a.nd St. Augushn'e there is asea
¢coast of upwards of three hundred .mll_es, parallel thh a portion of
which, and within twelve hours sail, lie the Ba.hama.' Islands, where
the British military establishments are always in a'sta_te of prepara:
tion ; contiguous to which is also the Island of Cuba ; gnd betwéen
the Babamas and €uba, and the Bahamas and Florida, t_he enemy
in time of war could throw in a line of battle ships-_suﬁicf.lqnt to cut
off all communication between the Atlantic and §a1d~ fortifications;
and land therefrom, upon the bankshofthe Indian river, a force suffi-
cient, in connection with the Semmol'e'Indians now _located there,
to make a prompt and effective impression on any point of our ex-

‘tensive and exposed sea border, or in the interior of our State. To-
* obviate which, an inland water communication can be made ata

small expense, (as will be seen by reference to the map of Florida,):
by connecting the inland rivers running along the coast from Cape
Florida to St. Augustine, thus uniting the fortifications in St. Augus.

“tine with the Forts at Key West and Tortugas, and making perfect

a great national work.. :

ath, Be it further Resolved, That the Governor transr_mt‘h forth-
with a.copy of these resolutions to the President of the United States,.
Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and to our Representa-
tive and Senators in Congress, and that our said Representative
and Senators be, and are hereby requested to exert themselves in
resisting the vemoval of said Military Munitions, as also to procure
the further protection of the Eastern Frontier of the Péninsula of
Florida. _

Which were read the first time, the rule waived, read th_e second:
and third time by the title, and passed..

Ordered to be certified to the House. -

Mr. Tweed offered the following resolution, which was read the
first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow : ‘

Resolved by the Senate-and House of Représentatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That his Excellency the
Governor be authorized to employ a proper person to copy the laws
passed at this session, for such compensation as may be hereafter al-
Jowed by the General Assembly. : )

Mr. Forward, from a Select Committee, presented the following

port ¢
re}')l?hfa Select Committee, to whom was referred a House bill 'to be’
entitled, An act relating to the mode of appointment and duties of
Auctioneers, beg leave to

REPORT:

" That they have had the same under consideration, and find that
it proposes to change the mode of appointment of those officers—
the time and manner of making reports and returns—the mode of
paying. over to the State the' Auction tax, and-the amount of the tax.
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As the law now stands, Auclioneers afs “appointed and conimis-
sioned, by the Governor and General Assembly of this State.”

The evils complained of in this mode of appointment, are :

1st.—~That the time of the Legislature is taken up, and expense
incurred in other ways, for no good. . :

2d.—A great number of persons are named to the Governor for
appointments, who do not want the office, Commissions are issued
to them—-accounts are opened at the Comptroller’s office—the
Comptroller put to gteat trouble in getting reports, and seeking out
the men appointed—and only in the end to find, they never acted,
and, perhaps, never knew they had been appointed.

And 3d.-—=That the bestowing of this office has become a patron-
age of the Legislature.

The new law proposes to remedy these evils, by providing that
the Governor shall appoint and commission such * applicants as
shall produce to him a certificate, in writing, from the Board of
County Commissioners, that the said applicant is capable and trust-
worthy, and recommending that he be appointed to said office.”

As the law now stands, Auctioneers are required to make guarter.
Iy returns to the Comptroller, and to pay the taxes into the State
Treasury. ) .

The evils complained of under these provisions are :

1st—That for some counties quarterly returns are to often, and for

«others not often enough.

2d.—That accounts have to he kept at the Comptroller’s office
with each Auctioneer in the State—many are very small, but the
labor of the Comptroller is great, nevertheless,

3d.—That there is no cheek upon Auctioneers returns.

And'4thly~—That each Auctioneeris put to the trouble and risk of

sending the money to the 'Treasurer, and great confusion and bother

in that way.
The new law proposes to remedy these evils by requiring returns

to be made, and taxes paid, in some counties therein mentioned,

monthly, to the Tax Assessor and Collector of such counties, and in
other counties twice a year, making it the duty of the Tax Assessor
and Collector to look afier and examine the returns of the Auction-

eers, and to collect taxes of them.

Under the law as it now is, Auctioneers are required to collect

{wo per cent. State tax upon the gross amount of all sales, and raw or

unspun cotton is exempted. ‘

It js stated that thistax is too high, and that by reducing it, the
revenue would be increased. )

The act which we have had before us, provides: That the State

tax upon Auction Sales shall hereafier be one per cent. upon the gross
amount of sales, except on sales of Cotton not damaged, on which
there shall be a taz of one quarter of one per cent.”

Your Committee having thus presented the law as it is, the evils

complained of, and the remedy proposed, ask leave to be discharged

from the further consideration of the subject.
. WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman.
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Mr. Tweed from a Seleét Committee, presented the followxng I6s

'

ort
¥ The Select Committee appointed to consider the petition of certain

citizens ‘of the town of Milten, praying this General Assembly to
accept a surrender of the charter of said town, and the protest of
y¢ertain other citizens of said town against said surrender, ask leave
to report ¢

* That they have carefully considered the subject referred to them,
and deem it most proper to refer the matter in controversy to those
most interested in the subject matter of said pelltlon and protest,
Your committee therefore recommend the accompanying bill as most
likely to meet the wishes of the memorialists, and ask [eave to be
dlscharged from further consideration of the subject.

C. A. TWEED, Chairman.

The following messagée from the House was read:

House REprEsEnTATIVES; December 15, 1848.
Honorable President of the Senate :

Sir :—The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled, An act to
incorporate 8t. Johns Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine,
with the follewing amendments In the second section, 6th line,
strike out the word “and,” and insert * in.”” In the second section,
8th line, strike out the word “and,” and insert “ in.” Strike out the
third section.

T which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested:

Respect(u]ly, W. B. LANCASTER,
Clerk House Representatlves

The amendments therein contained were concurred in by the
Senate, and said bill ordered to be enrolled.

. The House returned Senate bills to be entitled respectively, An
act to provide for compensation of Physicians for professional attend-
ance on Coroner’s Tnquests ; and, An act to exempt from taxation
(or five years, certain property in the city of Pensacola 3

* As Jost inthe House.

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, the Senate toock a recess until 4
-a’clock, P. M.

4 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The Senate resumed its session.

A call of the Senate being demanded by Messrs. Forward and
Lorimer, the following Senators answered to their names, viz:

Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brown, Crawford, Forward,
Lorimer, D. J. Smith—8.

No quorumn being present, on motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate
adjourned until to.merrow, 10 o’clock, A: M.

; THU“RDAY, December 28, 1848,

The Senate et pursuant to adjournment.
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain,

.

— ,N___T_”____‘-___ -

1§

L‘& quorum being present, on motion of Mr.-Avery, the readmg of
the Journal was dispensed with.

On motion, Messrs. Avery, Tweed, and Aldrich were appointed a
committee, 1o act with a similar committee on the part ot the House,
to examine and report upon the condition of the office of the Reg-
ister of Public Lands.

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed to
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act relative to the examination of
the office of Register of Public Lands.

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading
{o-morrow.

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was
read :

Exzevrive OFFICE,
Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848. z
Gentlemen of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

I have the honor herewith to transmit the annual statement of the
condition of the Union Bank, by John G. Gamble, Esq., President
thereof, accompanied by the ducuments referred to by h1m in lns let-
ter to the hxecutlve, dated 19th December, 1848.

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY.

Mr. Forward moved that the accompanying documents be laid upon
the table.

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. For-
ward dnd Moseley, and wers :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Forward, Ghent, Moseley, D. J.
Smith, . M. Smith—6.

Nays—Mess:s Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Craw{ord,
Floyd, Lorimer, Sanderson, Tweed—10.

Said motion was lost.

Mzr. Sanderson ‘moved that the said accompanying documenits be
referred to the Committee on Corporations.

On wkich the yeas and nays were ca.lled for by Messrs. Forward
and Sanderson, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown,
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Lerimer, Sanderson, Tweed—11.

Nays—Messrs. Forward, Ghent, Moseley, D. J. Smuh I M.
Bmith—5.

Said motion prevailed. :

The following message from his Exce]lency the Governor was
also read :

ExzcuTive OFFICE,
Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848, g
7o the Hon. President of the Senate :
Sir—In reply to a resolution adopted by the Senate, to wit ;—
*¢That His Excellency the Governor be requested to inform the Se.
nate whether the State of Florida has ever received any thing from
the distribation of the proceeds of the sale of public lands ; whether



