c“&fmmmm)mg the %nmw&r Message,

< MR CABELL'S LETTER T0 HOX. J, D. ANDREWS,

House or Represenratives, September 1, 1852.
To his Excellency, Taonmas Browx, deemor, &,

'Sir: T have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a comimii
hication from me to J. D. Andrews, Esqr., on the subject of the In-.
ternal’ Improvements and Resomces of the State of Florida..

who had heen appointéd by the Secretary of the Treasury ‘of the
United States to collect information and make a report on the Im:"
provements, Commerce and Resomces of the different States of the -
Union.

. Tam well aware of the deep mte]est you take in, and your thorough
dcquaintance With, the subject matters of the accompanying letter,

- . more =txonaly the attention of our Legislature and People foa _]ust
appreciation of the importange of talunﬂ early and effective measures
to develope the resources of the State. No part of the Union has.

jects have mnever yet received from ourselves; half that attention

I have the honor to be, very 1espectfull), )
Your obedient servant,

E. C. CABELL

H D “Anorews, Esq., August, 29th, 1852
U. 8. Counsul, 8t. John’s, New Brunswick.

»the 10th inst., to furnish you memoranda of the works of internal .
. fore undertaken in Florida, and which it is anticipated are to be un-

You can use these notes in any manner you please, in your forth. :
coming Report to the Treasury.

DOCUMENTS

This cominunication was prepared at the request of Mr. Andrews; -

". but would be happy, if it should be at all instrimental in attracting V

een so-much fieglected by the Federal Government, but these sub- :

whlch mlnht so justly and profitably he bestowed upon them R

Deap Sme: I cheexfully comply with the request in your favor of h

mprovement, and for the improvement of rivers and harbors, heréto- -

There is not pethaps any State of the Confederacy, that can be _
‘more benefitted by the comstruction of Jud;clous works of internal im- * . -

4ppend'x1 T U 1

Crry oF Wasaingron, House or Rnps.% e
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ertaken by the General Government ; or by the State ; or associa’ -~
iong in it ; and likewise as to the general resources of the State.— ..




' provement, and by the improvement of its harbors, than Florida.—

+ . except the “ King’s road”” in Hast Florida, and & short. and small

* ‘ernments, whilst the Provinces were under the control of either of

, tions made for the construction, at an early period of such defences. =~ -

. over 8 deg. of latitude and 7} deg. of longitude, being more than one

\ ' - 9

and children, throughout the State, and the utter ruin brought upon
many of her citizens, by that war, ought to be sufficient to prove the.
falsity of this accusation. Those who have propagated, or counte-
nanced such unscrupulous slanders against the people of Florida, have ..
-not when challenged, exposed-a single case in which any citizen of "
~ the State has obtained payment of any demand against the United
Btates, founded on fraud ; and, the public records of Congress, and
of thc federal departments, will verify the declaration, that scores of
. Floridians have been refused payment of just claims, er posiponed on -
- the most frivolous pretexts, and discreditable suspicions. .
If attempts have been made in any instance, by individuals claim-
_ing to helong to Florida, to obtain from the federal treasury, claims
not founded in strict justice ; such dishonorable exceptions donot ex-
- cuse wholesale imputations against the citizens of the State generally;
~ nor justify the escitement of prejudices against them, and the with-
‘holding payment of just demands. : . -
"+ Both of the Provinces, when acquired by the United States, (ex-
_cepting only a'small portion of country around the city of Pensacola,
at the Weslern extremity ; and the region contiguous to the city of -
St. Augustine, and to the lower part of the river St. John’s, in East -
*, - Florida, ) were in the possession of warlike and hostile bands of sav-

Thix:ty-one years have elapsed, since the Provinces of East and West
Florida were taken possession of hy the United States under the treaty
of cession concluded in }819. No works of internal improvement

canal, (never completed,) near Lake Okechobe; and De Brahme’s sur-
veys in 1765, &c.; were commenced by the British or Spanish gov.

those powers ; and since their transfer to the United States, various - -
circumstances have combined fo retard the development of their val- <
uable commercial, agricultural, and other resources. ' .
The fortifications then near Pensacola, that at ‘St. Marks, the fort. .
at St. Augustine, and an old defence called Fort George, near the -
mouth of the river St. Johns, were all the military defences, worth
mentioning, existing in the Provinces at the cession. The United : -
States have since established a Navy Yard, and works for the repair
of vessels of war, and erected other forts, and built a naval and ma-
rine hospital near Pensacola ; are building fortifications at the TFor.
tugas’; and at Key West; and near the mouth of the St. Mary’s. g
river ; and have placed the fort at St. Augustine in good condition ;
but no other part of the extensive and exposed gulf and sea coast of
the State, is in any degree fortified ; nor are there proper prepara- . '

Spanish ‘titles to lands, some for tracts of several thousands of acres.
- - The ¢ Forbes Grant,”” extending from the St. Marks, to the west -
side of the Apalachicola river, and including also, the site of the
city of Apalachicola and several thousands of acres contiguous
thereto, finther west, and the adjacent islands of St. George and St.
', . "Vincent, and Dog island, and reaching upwards of sixty miles from

The entire Atlantic and Gulf coast of the United States, from Passa- .- .
maquoddy to the Rio del Norte is about 3,500 miles, and of this ex- .
tent the coast and reefs of Florida, from St. Mary’s around the Tor-
tugas’ to the Perdido, comprise upwards of 1,200 miles, extending E

third of the whole coast.
Within a few years past, our “ coast survey’ has been commenced; -
but with meagre arid inadequate appropriations, notat all in Just pro- - -
portion either io the necessities of the worl, or to the amounts yielded o
for such surveys in other sections, less important to the whole coun- -
try. No canal or railroad has been constructed by the federal gov-"
ernment in Florida, but the expenditure of a fow thousands of dollars, .
(whilst Florida was a Territory,) for the removal of obstructions in
some of the rivers and harbors, and for two or three partial surveys
of important routes of a national character, has given rise to allega- -
tions, that profuse grants have been made for her benefit. She h?a's,b, ’
too, becn unjustly reproached as being the cause of the immense ex-
penditures so profitlessly made in the Seminole war ; and by some
she is held responsible for all the folly, waste, extravagance, imposi- -
tions, peculations and frauds, committed in that war by the employees
of the federal government, thoughnot citizens of the State. A simi.
lar class have had the infamous audacity to impute to her people the .
purposed origination of the war, and a desire for its protraction, as a o
source of pecuniary gain. A devastated frontier of several hundred .,;
miles, and the butchery by the savages of hundreds of men, women, © - -

" two hundred thousand acres. Most of the lands which had not been
- previously granted were included in the concessions by the King of
7" Spain to the Dule of Alagon, the Chevalier De Vargas, and the
" - Count of Punon Rostros, clandestinely made, whilst the treaty of ces-
sion was being negotiated, and which though annulled by a codicil
<. to the treaty, are still claimed by the grantees, and those to whom .
~ - the grants have been assigned, to be valid and in force. A decision
. has recently been given by the United States court in Florida, in a -
suit brought upon the Alagon or ¢ Hackley grant,” against its validity.
. The procrastination since 1821, of the definitive ascertainment, and
* confirmation or rejection of alleged Spanish titles, have been a seri- -
" ous evil to the State, and aided to retard its settlement and progress,
The removal of many of the Indians from the upper and middle
sections, to helow 28 deg. (N. L.) on the Peninsula, was effected
about 1825, under the treaty made with the chiefs at Camp Moultrie,
v in 1823. Though this measure opened a large portion of the coun.
- try to settlement and, when' adopted, was generally commended, ex:
- perience has proved that it was injudicious policy.- It has been the
"+ prolific cause of subsequent troubles and of great sacrifice of lif and

w . :

.;ages. The Territories when ceded, were covered with British and -

... the coast into the interior ; covered an area of upwards of one million. -
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property by the people of Florida, and of immense expenditures by

the federal government—the responsibility for which, as before

stated, has been most unjustly attributed to the inhahitants of the -
State. The measure referred to has pat back the State at least the~- .

fifth of a century. Four large bands or towns of Indians, located on’
the Apalachicola, vemained there till 1834, when they were removed
peacesbly, in conformity with irealy stipulations, to the ‘Indian Ter.

ritory west of the Arkansas. In 1835 the Seminoles, Miccossukies £
and other tribes (eoncentruted, as above stated, near the fastnesses.”

of the peninsula,) in resistance to the enforcemeit of treaties stipula-
lating for their emigration west of the ‘Arkansas, commenced preda-
tory hostilities that soon ripened into open war, which lasted for seven
years, and was attended with but limited and partially creditable
success to the federal government, or to its officers, either in arms
or in diplomacy. The Dhest measure adopted by the United States-
during the war, wes the “armad sccupation” act of 1842 ; though the
policy puirsiied by the federal government, in the execution of the -

law, until the act oi' 1st July 1848 was passed, decreased its henefits.

The contest was aLandoned by the United States in 1842, an “qr. -

rangement” with the yet unsubdued Indians then being made (stmi-
Jar to two others afier 1835, which they had: violated,) by the general -,
officer commanding the United States regular forces in Florida ; and
which last “arrangement,” in disregard of the previous lreaties, stip- .
ulated that those lndians headed by the chiefs Arpiarka and Bow-
legs might vemain on the peninsula! Their whole number, it is
estimated, cannot exceed eight hundred, and they are on paper re-

stricted to prescribed limils, embracing many hundreds of square -

miles in area. Since that “arrangement” repeated disturbances,’

attended by bloodshed and the destruction of property, have occurred,

owing, it is alleged by the citizens, to the depredations of the Indians
outside of the country reserved tor them; and, on the other hand, -
asserted by those inimical to the people of Florida, to be occasioned.
by the encroachments of the frontier population upon the Indian re-
servation. The oflicers of the federal government have not restrained
the Indians to the limits of the “seservation ;>* and while this duty is:
neglected, collisions and counflicts between the savages and the set.
ters near lo the lines are inevitable. Means are now being adopted
- to effect the removal of the fow hundred warriors and women and
children yet remaining {and it is said in 2 state of destitution,) on ~
the lower-end of the peuinsula, and which eflorts it is hoped may he

successful ; but if they fail, prompt and efficient measures will cer, -
tainly be taken.ly the Stafe govermment to ahate this evil, so blight- -

ing to the prosperity of Florida.

It is a striking fact in the history of the Provinces of Florida, that -

since their first discovery by the Spaniards, nearly three ceiituries -
and a half ago, they have never enjoyed twenty successive years of

peace and tranquility, undisturbed by-domestic warlike conflicts or - 3
foreign hastile invasion. "They have changed owners and masters -

5

several times.” The late disturbances with the Seminoles hrought
‘and property since 1835, not only deterred emigration to Florida,
“but hundreds of worthy and valuable citizens abandoned their plan-

"‘tations, and with their families went to other southern Sta'tes, thei'e
* they would not be daily liable to massacre and devastation, owing

“_.to the neglect by the federal government of the duty of protection.

The creation by the territorial legislature of some ten or a dozen
. banks, to three of which were given tetritorial bonds or guaranties

~ to raise their capital, and the failure of all these corporations prior

to, or in 1837, the inability of any of them to retrieve their crqd|§;

" and the liability imputed by the foreign holders of the “faith honds

" aud “guaranties” to the State of Florida, since organized, for several

millions of dollars, has been a serious drawback to the settlement

and growth of the State. The State constitution expressly inhibits -
‘wthe State legislature from levying any tax for the redemption of these

‘imputed obligations ; those who effected the adoption of such restric-.
tion, contending that the people of the State are not justly responsi-

ble for the improvident acts, allowed by Congress, of the Territorial

- authorities, who, they insist, were the creatures solely of federal leg-

*‘islation and federal executive power, and also that the bonds were

incorporation, and with full knowledge of all the fac!s. Some con- .
tend, also, that the Territorial banks were created Wx'%hout any com-
-petent legal power in the Territorial legislative council therefor,

The annexation of Texas first, and the subsequent acquisition of -

_California, and the discovery of gold there, algo diverted emigration
from Florida to those States. )
These events have greatly retarded the grewth and prosperity of

" the State ; and the presente backward condition of her internal im-

provements, should not be mentioned, without also adverting, at the

- same time, to them, as her apologies. Her peopie are as public .
spirited, and as enterprising as those of any other section, hut their

“ energies have been stifled, by the series of untoward circamstances

alluded to. Blessed with a genial climate and a fruitful soil, and ad-

vantages for improvement, with facility and f:l1ea[).11es.s unsurpassed
by any country, it is helieved Florida is destined in time to become
" a populous, and one of the richest and most prosperous States of the

Union. :
The severe restrictions tmposed in 1832, and 1834, upon our Cu-.

e ba and Porto Rico trade, are ably and fully exposed by Senator Mal.

lory, in his recent pamphlet on that subject. They are a serious
grievance to the State. But for those restrictions, we should sell an.
nually to those islands, many thousands of dollars worth of agricul-
twralproducts, stock, &c. The restrictions should be f'orthwn'h qbl'o:
gated ; if the commercial and agricultural interests of the Gul and
‘Atlantic Southern States are cntitled to any consideration ; and in-,
deed the dictates of sound policy and equal justice to every section of”
the Union, imperatively demand the repeal of those laws,

destruction and ruin upon many Floridians, and the insecurity o’ life

-purchased by the halders in disregard of the conditions of the acts of

-
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It is proper also, to state here, that the failure of the federal gov-

erament, to fulfil in good faith, it igati i o
n ood faith, its obligation to indemnify ishin.. °
gil‘ﬂnc‘}n&; for the spoliations of 1812, 1818, 1814, and yl%ﬁ%m\sfh?r-
o thpel r)[\ri]n;:e‘]: étllu;,n belon]gllng to Spain,) were invaded by the,trooprsl’; ’
tted States ; and the withholding of protect iti.”
‘ hitec : proiection to the citi-
]Z]::’:l]s Of; 171011612’_ during the protracted Indian hostilities whicl]: ézlrﬁ-" A
*iced in 1835 ; and the refusal to indemnify the many hundreds of -

citiz roperty was
ens whose property was devastated by the savages, owing to the, -~

flagrs g
- Jagrant neglect of the federal government to fulfil its duty of afford. -

:;:igilpg't)l)fg px'otfe‘zctiou t]o them ; and likewise the refusal to pay others
“ir Just dues for supplies furnished to troops i i
heir just du y Ps in service, and for ser-
: ('3 v(;.; Pl](;n(}; l1tedi [hfi? f]'edt?cxl'al government ; are all matters that have beel;l
re n ids i i
perity -Florida, and have all materially retarded its pros.
ang‘lé? (;}]_y.]{'ai].l'oacl in Florida, now in operation is the Tallahassee
compq;w' alI\ts road. Itfwas built about 1834, by an incorporateds
ompany. now ruus from Tallahassee to the sea-por site.
] r : -port, at the
R;;il[esancllel‘u‘t, S]Pa]']uSh fortress of St. Marks, at the jugcti:)n of th(ﬂsétte
s and VWakalla rivers ; a distance of about 23 m;j is in
1 a miles, and is i
f;::)d-;%n}dmon' Betwecfl‘l twenty and thirty thousand bales of cotn
» aind large amounts of other produce, and of mer i :
nd : . , merchandize, are an-
nually transported over this road. [t originally crossed the St. Marks

:;:;e.x;,;nd run to a point on the Bay of St. Marks or Apalache ; a .
short distance below its present terminus, where a flourishing Villa’ge )

Soon sprang up, but which was in 1843, totally demoli
: g : s rmol -
precedented hurricane and fiood, from the Gulf?r by \\?hliilie‘lingﬁsriig::s

were lost. - This railroad is now owned chiefly by Gen. Carn.— -

]}]hebc.ost of‘ l(_:onslruction,_ of rebuilding it, and of repairs, has proba-
Y been $250,000, but it is generally considered to bo a good in-

L . R
vestment,  Ifitisintersected hy the contemplated great Central road -

herealter spoken of] it will i i
alter s > it will increase in value. The G i )

ere: . as alue. eorgia * Bruns-
:1‘ elc:\ C.olmp(:ny,” hereafter alluded to, it is understood, desire to co:
tPncd :}12 ’11‘ [rﬁis hroad ; ancli prni‘elcts have been in contemplation, to ex-
te allahassee road to Thomasvilie, Georgia, and t ints

> 1 ; o other
In Geor gia, without reference to the Bru;)swickg co’mpan ; SLP}C;IHIS
tension will add to its importance. v e
- ‘f:ilgglcfg{oaﬁly taxde :Jeing projected at several detached points in
I » or short distances, and one several miles in ] is1
- : n length ;
:ilt cotLusefof cm{sfruct};on from New Pozt, (a rival town to aSt ,I;Isarxl-l(;:;v
uate a few miles above it, on darks river . )
situr » on the St. Marks river,) to the Georgia
t % s‘mall private raih;oad was constructed a few years ago, leading
dod orsy 11.311 &-Slmpson § extensive manufactories and mills, n’ear Bacrg
ad, on Black Water river, West Florida, but it became usel Dci
has been taken up. e
In 1835, a com i i .
a pany was Incorporated to build a canal or raj
; ) ) r railr

tTo conlnect the‘ Apa!ach.lcola river, (through Lake Wimico ) witilog(t],
%o'se]p1 bay ; at which it was intended to establish a shiépina 01';; '
or the produce brought down the Chattahooche and Flint and- Al})a-

s

* lachicola rivers, and from the surrounding country ; and for receiving
~and forwarding merchandize to the interior ; and as a rival to the Ci- -
< vty of Apalachicola. A road ahout nine miles long was put in oper-

large steamboats through the shoal waters of the Lake, it was aban-

-1 ». " doned in 1839 ; and another road running from St. Joseph, north,

= " about 30 miles tc Iora, a village established on the west side of the
Apalachicola, a mile above the Chipola river, was constructed.at an
expense of upwards of $300,000. A bridge of superior constriiction,
several hundred yards in length, was throw across the Chipola and
the railroad continued upon it. A town was soon built, at the south-
ern {erminus, on the Bay of St. Joseph, which bay has an excellent
harbor, easily accessible to merchant vessels of the first class usually
_employed in Southern trade. In 1841, the railroad in consequence

. mense expenditures, was ahandoned ; and soon after the rails were
taken up and sold to a railroad company in Georgia. Many persons

_ management it would have succeeded ; and that it may be recusitat-
ed at some future period, under favorable auspices. The proper and

- judicious improvement of the harbor of Apalachicola, would of course -

_prevent this, and especially if the inland communication along the-

coast, (hereafter mentioned) from Soutk Cape to the Mississippi, is
undertaken. Apalachicola now ships to foreign ports and coastwise
upwards of $6,000,000 worth of cotton and other produce annually ;
and receives a corresponding amount of merchandise, for transporta-
tion into the interior, and has besides considerable trade. ]
: Some miles of the Florida, Alabama, and Georgia railroad, near
* " Pensacola, was graded as-hereinafier stated, several years ago, but
.+ that work has been suspended for the present. :

Excepting some local improvements at the City of St. Augustine,
made by the federal government, and which were necessary for the

_prise all the works of the character you enquire of, heretofore con.-
_- structed, or partially constructed in Florida.

Florida has several capacious and secure harbors, and of easy en-
trance. No less than twenty-six important rivers: - the Perdido,
the Escambia, the Blackwater and Yellow river, (through St. Mary
de Galvez bay,) the Choctawhatchie, the Apalachicola, (into which
flow the Chattahoochie, and the Flint,) the Ockolockonee, the St.

Wacissa and Oscilla, the Swwanee or Little St. Johns, and its trib-
- the Talachopko, or Peas creck, the Caloosahatche, the Olsego, the

-two Caximbas, the Galivans river, Harney’s river and Shark river,
besides other streams of lesser note, flow from, or through the State,

ation, but in consequence of the difficulties attending the passage of -

- of pecuniary embarrassments of the company, occasioned by its im-. .

contend that the site has superior advantages, and that with judicious -

preservation of its property there ; the foregoing it is believed com- ,

- Marks and Wakulla, (through St. Marks or Apalachee bay,) the.

. utaries the Withlacoocy, and Alapahau, and Santaffee, the Weethloc- .
" koochee or Amizura, the Hillsborrugh, the Nokoshotee or Hunatee, '

into the Gulf of Mexico. The five first named rivers, extend intoihe
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State of Alabamia.. They ﬁlready hear upon their watérs to the Flos -~

ida Gulf shipping ports, valuable” products, which could be greatly

ncreased hy comparatively rifling artificial “internal improvements,” -

and the value of the public and private lands in Alabama, contiguous

to them, much enhanced. 'The Chattahoochie river is the boundary
between Alabama and Georgia, and is navigable for steamboats for

upwards of 150 miles northward from its junction with the Flint,
where they form the Apalachicola.  “The Flint extends . upwards of
100 miles, into one of the most productive settions.of Georgia. The
Oclolockony, the Oscilla, the Suwanee and the two first named of
its tributaries, all extend into Georgia ; and if all of them are not sus-
ceptible by artificial improvement of being made navigable for steam-
boats of a large class, they can be made equal to most of the ordina-
ry canals in operation in the Middle States, t6 within a few miles of
their respective sources, in affording facilities for the transportation
of produce to*the coast, and of merchandize into the interior. Every
one of the rivers named, not only at their respective outlets to the
Gulf, but with reference to their navigation in the interfor, are sus:
ceptible of artificial improvement, the beneficial effects of which
would be commensurate to the expense incurred. The country at
large would not only be benefitted by the promotion and extension of
the agricultural and commercial interests of the contiguous region,

and the developement of new sources of wealth and prosperity, that - -

the improvements suggested would cause ; but the facilities for cheap”
and ready defence of an extensive toast {rontier, (now greatly ex-
posed to a foreign maritime enemy,) that such improvements wonld
ufford ; would be of incaleulable national advantage. In fact the
federal treasury, asfo most of them, would be more than re-imbursed
for all outlays, (if it undertook the worlks,) by the enhanced valie of

the public lands in their vicinity, and their consequent increased sales. * -

And if undertaken by a State, or States, or by corporate associations;
and a proper portiocn of the lands were granted in aid of the works,
the United States would he remunerated by the increased value of the
tion retained.  The States of Alal d Georgia, are directly
portion retained. le Staies of Alabama and Georgia, are directly
interested in the improvements referred to, to an extent quite equal
to the interest of the Stute of Florida. Some years since, the Leg: -

islature of the last named State, directed an examination of the Ock. ..

olockony river with a view to its improvement ; and it has also, at

different times, made examinations with a view to the improvement . " -

of the navigation of the Chattzhoochie and Flint rivers; andit has
expended some money on hoth.  Alabama has as yet done but little-
to promote the interests of her southeastern counties, in obtaining fa-
cilities for the transportation of produce to the Gulf, through Florida. -
Lt is believed that the improvement of the bays and harbors, and
of their outlets to the Gulf or Sea, can be rendered easier, less expen-
sive, and more substantial and permanent; by the adoption of the system
of closing unnecessary delta or outlets ; and instead of removing bars
or deepening channels by excavation ; making portions of them posi.

~ -
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five and immoveable obstructions ; thereby confining the waters to
as few channels as possible, and causing them to force and deepen

- those channels for their debouchement to the Gulf or Sea. ]Especial-..
‘ly on the southern Atlantic coast, and in the Gulf] is this plan deem-

ed to be the most eligible. : . :

Several different examinations, reconnoissances, or surveys, have
heen made, of some of these rivers, and their outlets,. and reports
furnished, as te their susceptibility of advantageous improvement,
which can be found by reference to the public documents, of whicha
list is annexed in note A: .

That ar inland water communication from the Mississippi river,
Yo South Cape, in Middle Florida, could be obtaiged for stef_xmb'oats_
of 2 medium size, and coasting craft, was many years ago, maintained

by high authority. ~ The expense necessary to obtzin such x_nlandf'
.communication, by canalling hetween the nearly continuous line o

bays, or sounds, running parallel with the gulficoast, from South Cape,
ays, ) g}

to the Mississippi ; and by closing the mouths of one or two streams
and stopping a few shoal inlets ; is really trifiing when the immense

advantages to flow from such work is estimated. But I will not di- -

fate on this undertaking. The public documents enamerated in note
A, afford full inforration on the suhject, 2nd demonstrate, to my judg-
ment, the entire practicahility of effecting resu]ts‘esp?cmlly benefic-
ial to the Western States, and to Alabama and Florida, and when
such communication. is extended across the Peninsula, to the ocean,
important to the Atlantic States.

On the Atlantic or eastern coast of Florida, above or north of Cape
Sable, there are several important streams, which could also be im-
proved by widening, straitening, and deepening, and by removing ob.
structions in the navigation, at comparatively trifling expense, consi-

- dering the benefits that would result therefrom, in the same way a-

bove mentioned. .
The sound behind the tongue of land terminating at Cape Florida,-
receives the Miemi river, Little viver, Arck creek, Rio R(.I.tones, and
Snake creek, and extends several miles north, parallel with the sea
shore. New river inlet, Hillsborough river and inlet, Jupztfer inlet,
8t. Lucia river and inlet, Halifax river and inlet, Aosquito viver and
inlef, Manlanzas river and iniet, Sf. duzgustine harbor, _North river,
San Pablo creek, St. John’s river, Nussaw bay and river, :fmd the
river St. Mary’s, (the latter being the boundary between ¥loride and

" .Georgia,) are all important poirits on the Atlantic coast.  As is here-

tofore stated, in respect of the Gulf coast between South Cape in
Middle Florida, and the Mississippi ; a nearly continuous line of in-
land “sound navigation,” for coasting craft and steamboats of the n?e};
dium size, drawing six or seven feet, it has been svzgested, (and wit

~ great plavsibility,) may be effected fram Cape Flotida to the mouth
of the St. Mary’s river, by closing securely and perm_auenﬂ.y some of
the inlets mentioned, and hy excavating less than thirty miles of ca-

ral, and by widening, and deepening, in a fow places, the na.ur'al

Appendir 2 . _ :
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channels of the interior communications now existing; being the .

“sounds’ and also the “lakes’ and rivers, adjacent to, and extendmg,

(mth but triflisg interruption,) along the entire eastern coast of the

State, and ranning p'ua‘lel with the sea shore, at a short distance -

therefrors, in the in&er"m And it has been predicted, that after such
lmprovcmc‘l the natural effect of the tides from the sea, through the
“inlets” remaining open, and of the accumulation of the waters ﬂow.
ing into the sounds from the interior, and restrained to such outlet to-
the sea ; and the currents caused thereby ; would be, not only to in-
crease the depth of the channcls of the counch, but to deepen ‘several
{eet and 1<e('p open the entrances from the ocean at St. Augustine,
and Si. John’s ; and to such extent, as always to admit ]arge vessels

adapted to {oreign trade. The entire expense of such improvements,.

itise _tnnme(’ would not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dol-

lavs.  Setif it should be three or four times that sum, it would not . =~
equal tae value of the benefits resulling in & national point of view,

and to other States besides Tlorida. ~ Such improvements would ren.
der the enfire coasi from St. Augustine to Cape Florida, forever im-
pregachie to any enemy, and even exempt it from annoyance ; with-

" out the necessity ef fortificutions, except at the outleis to the sea, left -
open, and dee')uled, as sucgested.  And many coasting vessels from .

the eastward, going southw ziq, might by such inland commumcatlon,
avoid the necessity of'atbmmmn the stron(r current ofthe “gulfstream ;**

of crossing the Bahama banks ; and also the other Fazardous experi-
ment, of hugging Cape Carnaveral, and keeping clsse to the .Florida
coast, in trying which, so many such vessels bound southward are
wrecked. 'The documents referred to in note A will give you valu-
- able information ¢n all these points. ) '

The clcacing out of the small streams emptying into the sounds
at the southern part of the peninsula, and the connexion of the sour- -
ces of those streams by canals with the interior and fresh waters of’

the Paliliayoke or Everglades, covering an area of at least eighty hy
thx:‘!y miles, and with the large and dEo]) fresh-water like Okechobe,
further north, and with the 1nteuol river Kissimme, running into said
Iake from 4oimpen‘11mn lake and other lakes, {the waters extending
ninety miles north from the mouth of the river,) would not only reclaim
vast quantities of rich sugar lands, now submerged by the overflow
of the wafters, at celmm seasons, hut would bb the means of facile
interior communication, and also between every part of the interior
region and the seacoast, and afford easy and cheap transportation for
all the produce intended for exportation to foreign ports or shipments
coastwise. The extensive swamp called Halpatioke would become
dry and cultivatable. And the character of the country is such, that

the cost of such improvement would not he great. The upper soil -

is light and easy of excavation ; the substratum of clay with which
it is underlaid is tenacious, and prevents the difficulties so often cauvsed
by caving or sliding. The face of the country is level, and no ma-
trial obstructions arising from rocks will be found. The principal

‘hsiadle to the undertaking is, that itis of a character whick renﬁels

it necessary that every portion of it should be commenced and carried

on to completion, simultaneously, and speedily, requiring a laxge la-
boring force, and united, combined, and concurrent action.

So too, on the western coast of the penmsnla, the deepening of the
outlets and the connexion of the rivers ewptying into the Guif with

the same interior waters above mentioned, would be equally benefi-
cial. 'The vast swamp called the Big Cypress, or Afseenhoofa, could
be reclaimed. And the completion of such works on both sides
would probably effect a means of passage for small coasting vessels
and steamers across the Peninsula, thereby avoiding the periious nav.

. igation of the keys and reefs farther south, and e(tendmg southwest-

wa1dlv upwards of a hundred miles from Cape Florida and Cape Sable,
into the Gulf.

'The improvements suggested in the two last paragraphs are bub-'

]e(‘ts of comment in the valuable documents annexed to a report made
by Senator Breese of lilinois, from the Committee of Public Lands
of the Senate, at the 1st session 32d Congress, August 28, 1848, Doc.
No. 243. Other important information as to the agricultural capa-
bilities, and. products, and trade, and fisheries, 2 and other resources
of Florida, is to be found in these documents.

On the peninsula a railroad from Tampa bay to the navigable Wa-
ters of the St. Johns, near thé hLead of the navigation of that river,

-das been spoken of] a",d will probably in a very few years be under-

taken. Wlen the adjacent couniry becomes more densely ponulated
such work w rtainly be constructed.

Another voui itom Tampa, running north-wardly up the peninsu-.

la, avoiding the watercourses on hoth sides, and extending as far up

. as Jackson \'1lle, has been strongly urged, and has many advocates.

Above Tampa, on the peninsula, various projects have been sag-
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gested to connect the lower with the upper region of the Pemnsula,

and to connect the Gulf of Mexico with the Athnt,c.

It is said that the head waters of the Kissimme can be connected '

with those at the sources of the St. Johti’s river, so as to be naviga.

e for boats transporting produce. : ..
A canal for hoats or barges drawing four or five feet, Tas been’
spoleen of as practicable at small expense from the Ocklawaha, a.

branch of the noble river St. Johns’s, to the navigable waters of the
Weethlockachee or Amizura. ‘

A canal from the sound near Smyrna, en the eastern edge of the
State, to lakes which are the headwaters of the Si. Johw’s river, a
fow miles west of the seacoast, or from a pomt on the sound to the
same waters, some distance farther south, has also been suggested.

A railroad from Pilatka, on the 8t. John’s river, to such point as

.may be ascertained to be the most eligible, on the Gulf coast, near.

Cedar Xeys, or near Waccassa bay, has likewise been spoken of, as

has also a similar work from Jacksonville, on the St. John’s ; and al-
‘s¢ one from the mouth ofthe St. Mary’s to the same points on the Gulf. -

;
4

v P



I
In fact, several different railroads from the west side of the St. John’s
river farther down to the Gulf| are in contemplation.

One from Picolati, intended to extend -east to St. Augustine ; one

- -from the head of navigation on Black creek ; and one from Jackson-
ville, or a peint near that tewn, to some point on the Gulf, or on the
Suwannce river, have been spoken of, and likewise a railroad from

St. Mary’s viver to the Suwannee. Charters have been obtained in -
past years from thic Florida legislature for some of the last mentioned
works, to be undertalen by corporate associations, but none ofthem,

it is believed, have asyst had any route properly surveyed, prepara-

tory to carrying out their charters and commencing such work prac- -
tically. The routes of two of these contemplated works are laid-

dowr on the muap enclosed to you, of one of which it is understood
some years sice a reconnoisszice was made by an officer of the
United States army, (Captain Braxg,) since killed in battle in Mex-
ico. The same officer made a partial survey of the harbor of Tam.
pa and of a portion of the eastern coast of the State, and of the sounds

conliguous theretc, which are referred to in the said list of documents,

- marked A.

The < thorough cut,” or ¢ great ship canal,”” or ¢ ship railway,”
across the head of the Peninsula, has been written about-a great deal,
within the last thirty years. It bas formed the subject of Congres-
sional speeches, and reporis, and of pewspaper essays, and -many
years since, a board of the: United States engineers, at the head of

which was Gexerar Berxarp, made a partial sarvey, with a view -

10 ascertain its practicabilify, and its cost. FHis report, and maps of
his surveys, are to be found in vol. iv. Ex. Doc. 2d Sess. 20tli Cong.
1828.9, Doc. No. 147. Diffzrent fermini have been indicated on
the Gulfside, for this work. The St. John’s river has generally men.
tioned as the most eligible ferminus of said work, on the Eastérn

side. Aun appropriaticn of $20,000 will probably be made at this’

session of Congress, for the completion of the survey for this work.
Whilst the cestain practicability of effecting the completion of this
stupendous and magnificent project, to the fuil estent anticipated by
some of its advocates, has by many, been deemed questionable, (and
it seems General Bervarp did not believe in its fuvorable success,).
yet other disinieresied and impartial persons, of a high order of in-
telligence, and possessing accurate kinowledge of the location through
whick the canal must be constructed, and of the ssils io be escavated,
conlidently contend, that it is eatirely practicable. The immense
cost of the construction of a ship canal, is an insuperable obstacle to
its being undertalten by the State of Flerida, or by any association of
individuals there. 'The State constitution contains provisions virtu-
ally restraining the Legislature from borrowing money on the faith
and credit of the State, even for such purpose.
Therefore, if such work is undertaken, it must be hy the general
_government ; and upon the most considerate estimates, founded upon

previous examinations and accurats surveys, by ecientific and impar-

-

’
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tial engineers. ~ The same ohservations apply to the construction of

the ¢ ship railiway” that has been suggested. Ifthe construction of ..

either of these works is ascertained to be feasible, i't w'}ll be bey_ond
all question the most important undertaking of the kind in the pnlted
States. No one can deny that iis beneticial resulis will l)e eminently
wational.”’ Whensoever any route inside—of the Gulf of Mexico,
whether through Texas, through eastern _Memco, or by Vera Cruz,
or by Tehuantepec, to the Pacific, may be .established, a passage
across Florida, as a means of speedy and safe travel, and for the trans-

~ “portation of merchandise, will become imperatively necessary to en-
“ablo the eastern and middle Atlantic States to perticipate fully in the

benefits of such route. The proposed canal or road may be located

i 1 c 1 ~ b
" on a direct and straight line drawn along the const from Cape Hat

teras (to pass which, in sailing from New York, a ‘considerable,de:
flexion east must be made,) to the mouth of the Rio Coaizacoalcos, .
on the gulf side of the isthinus of Tehuaniepze. . )

" The legislature of Louisiana, smothering all selfish local conside-
rations, at a recent session adopted resolutions asking Congress to
institute examinations as to the Florida “ship canal ;”’ and patriotic
end enterprising citizens of eastern and of western Siates, with wise

- forecast, look to the ascertainment of its practicability as a reésult of
the highest importance to the general interests of the whole confed- -

eracy; as well to the Atlantic, southern, northern, eastern, midd'ia
and interior States, and those on the Pacific, as to the Gulf and Mis-
sissippi States. Our Atlantic merchants see that it will greatly fa-
cilitate our future trade, not only with the Pacific generally, but wn’h
China and with the East Indies. .
Whatever doubts may be entertained as to the practicability .of the

construction and successful operation of a “skip canal” or “ship rail- .
- way” across the peninsula, it isnot doubted that canals for boats draw-

ing six or seven feet water may be made, either from the hf*.a‘d of
navigation on Black creek, or from one of the two southeinmost
prongs or branches of the St. Mary’s river, or from the St.. Johns
river, directly to the capacious, deep and never-failing lake, called
“QOgean Pond,” ahout thirty miles westwardly of of Whitesville, on

Black creek, and about forty miles from Jacksonville, on the St. Johns - .

river. From this lake it is supposed such canal can be continued to
the navigable waters of the Santafize, and by the improvement of the
navigation of that river and of the Suwanee tothé gu‘lf', can alsq with-
out doubt be constructed, and the expense is not estimated to be so
great, as to render it an injudicious investment. It is be_lle\*ed also
by some persons that a similar canal for boats, commencing at th’e_
head of mavigation near the great southern bend of the St. Mary’s
yiver, and running across near to the southern margin of the vast lake

or swamp called Okefenokee, ard directly to the head waters of the

Suwanee, with proper improvements to the navigation of the St.

Mary’s and Suwanee rivers, is practicable, and would Le highly ben--

slicial as a means of iransportation of produce lumber, naval stores and

)
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mercliandise, and that it would also drain and reclaim tems of thous.
';mds of acres of the richest lands in that region.  Buch work would

)e‘g‘reat]y beneﬁcm.l to the State of Georgia, which State has here- -
tofore made examinations and surveys, with a view to its con.
struction. '

A railroad has been projecied from Brunswick, Georgia, to ths. - - A

Gulf coast, ou which coust different points for its termination have
heen indicated. 1t is stated that an.association is now beine organ-
ised fo raise funds and commence such work. Some years sinee,
partial reconnoissances, and some unperfected surveys were mads
of sugh work, from Brunswick, on two different routes entering Mid-
dle Florida ; but from circumstances not fully understood, the com-
mencement of the work was postponed, and the results of the sur
veys have never been made public. Unless the proposed work should
enter Florida much farther to the east than has been stated js inten-
ded, and become connected with the great trunk or Central railroad
h_‘el‘Efﬂtel‘.SpO'](en of, so that it would result to soms benefit to East . -
Florida, it will be regarded with disfavorin that section of the State
and meet with snch opposition as probably will prevent its exten-
sion into the State at all. It would certainly be a competitor and
rival of the Central Florida railroad, if' allowed to abstract from it
the south-western travel and transportation, for the benefit of South-
ern Georgia, by leaving the State of Florida in the western section,
"To all the suggested improvements terminating on ths Gulf coast,
near to the delta of the Suwannee, some persons have objected thn;:
formidable difficulties will be encountered to their successful opera-
tlon, owing to the want of a safe and good harbor there, of easy ac.
cess near to the shore for vessels drawing over seven 0; eight feet
and owing also to alleged hazards attending to approach of that
part of the quf coast. Ido not, however, hesitate to say, that I re-
gard these objections of fallacivus; and that safe and good harbors
for vessels of twelve or fifteen feet draft can be found, and which
can also be greatly improved by artificial means. ’ '
_ The first great work to he undertaken by the State of Florida is
in my judgment, unquestionably, at the present time, the Tyunk or
Central reilroad, commencing at Pensacola and running eastwardly .
from Deerpoint, at the opposite side of Pensacola bay, along or as
near the route of the old Bellamy or Federal road as 1s practicable
to the river St. Johns, the distance being ahout three hundred and
fifty miles. A road ecan be run from St. Johns to St. Augustine
from Jacksonville thirty-eight miles, and from Picolati eti’ghteen’
miles. All the different sectional interests of the upper portions of
the State would be promoted by sueh worls. Lateral railroads, te
necessary points on the Gulf coast,and to the towns where the cc’aun-

try trade is carried on north of the main road, can be made. These = -

-}aterall roads could be extended into Alabama and Georgia; and
when it may be dqemed advisable, connected with the railroads in
those States; and in a few yearsnot merely Florida, but her conter-

)
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minous sister States, will be interlaced and bound together, and mu-
tually strengthened by bands of iron. The sugar, colton, tobacco,

_ rice, sisal hemp, tar, turpentine, rosin and rosinous oils and lumber,
and other products of those fertile regions, ean be speedily, cheaply
and safely transported to market, either o the Gulf or Atlantic, or
for exportation to foreign ports, or shipment coastwise, in time of
. war or of peace; and in time of war material aid for the defence of
the coast againt foreign assault at any quarter of the State can al-
ways be at once furnished from the interior. Yet in the counstroc-
tion of such work, the just share of the general improvement fund of
the State, due to that section detached from the immediate and di-
-~ rect advantages and conveniences of this road, and lying farther
.south than its effects would be felt, should not be expended, but
. should be serupulously retained for the benefit of such section. The
-facilities such road would afford the federal government for the
" .cheap and rapid transportation of the mails in times of peace, and .
the likke facilities given far .the transportation in time of war or .
" troops, munitions of war, and subsistence, would be of incalenlable

as the eastern termins of the central railroad, extends from its mouth
“ three hundred miles south, mining nearly in the middle of the pen-

insular, ifs sources being chains of large lakes extending south be-
" yond the sources of the Kissimme. The bar at the entrance of the

" 8t. Johns cannot ordinarily be passed by vessels drawing over thir--

- teen feet, but inside itis navigable by vessels of twenty-five feet draft.

_as far up’ as Jacksonville, and by those drawing twelve feet up to

2- - Lake George, and two feet water can be had to Lake Poinsett.—

" The tide seems to have influence at Volusia. The tradeof the river’
.~ at present is chiefly lumber. More thau thirteen large lumber mills

principal town upon the river. About 350 vessels annually are load-
ed withlumber and produce on the 8t. Johns. The quantity. of lum-
~ herannually shipped from the St. Johns river is estimated at 50,-
-000,000 of feet. An effort will be made this fall to deepen the wa-

ter on the bar, which it is sanguinely anticipated can be done so as
to admit vessels at Tow water drawing twenty or twenty-five feet,
‘and by an expenditure of about twenty thousand dollars.  Should

it be effected, though it should east twenty times such amount, it

" eeeds, so soon as the great central road is finished to the St. Johus,

- years at the terminous en the river, wherever it may be.
- Partial surveys of the eastern part of one proposed route for this
" road, terminating at Jacksonville, the prominent point on the St.

. capitalists, chiefly from Boston, but they have never been made pub-
tic, and it is stated, the association was prevented by the Indian
war, from progreszing with the undertaking. : '

' national benefit. The river St. Johns, which is generally spolken of

“{mostly steam) are on theriver a-bove and below Jaeksonville, the -

- - would be a wise disposition of the money. In case this work suc--

alarge and flourishing commercial ¢ity is sure to spring up in a few .

John’s, were made some yeais ago by an association of Eastern
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also the quantity “offered for sale” and the quantity © S'old,” up to
the same day, and other authentic and valuable information as to

the federal domain in the State. By a reference to the last annnal

report of the General Land Office, it will be seen that Ohio- with an
area of 12,354,560 acres less than Florida, has received grants in
aid of « Internal Improvements” for 681,185 acres more than Flor-

ida; Indiana~with an area of 16,293,560 acres less, has received I,--

109,861 acres more; Iowa with an area of 5,346,560 acres less,

has received 326,078 acres more than Florida, and elaims (and just- . B

ly) +00,000 in addition as having been granted ; making 1,225,078
* acres more than Florida; Wisconsin with an area of 3,420,160 less,
has received 358,400 acres more than Florida; Illinois with an area
of 2,472,320 less, has received 2,246,490 acres, (the Central rail-
road grant,) more than Florida; and a similar disproportion will be
seen to exist with respect to other States. And with respect to do-
nations for schools, &ec., a like disproportion exists between the al-
lowances to her and to most of the other States; and by some pro-
cess whilst Louisiana is reported as having 8,877,998 acres of
swamp lands, Michigan and Arkansas each upwards of four mil-
lions and a half ; Mississippt 2,239,987 acres; Illinois 1,883,412;
Missouri 1,517,287; Wisconsin 1,259,269 ; Florida is set down as’

having 562,170 acres! but this it is understood to be is because all "~

those lands in the regions yet unsurveyed are not yet officially re-

ported, nor have the Siate designations progressed as far as the oth-.

- er States mentioned. The swamp lands in Florida will probably
exceed those in any other State. Most of the lands herefofore of-

fered, and yet remaining unsold, (and sixteen-seventeenths of the

lands offered are yet unsold,) will remain unsold for many yearsto i

come, unless some of the public improvements suggested should en-
hance their value. At least eleven-twelfths of all the lands in the
State are yet owned hy the United States. A very large portion of
them, even if the principal improvements suggested should be made,
would not probably for some time afterwards be sold at the present
minimum price of the public lands. The fact that of 17,043,111
acres sarveyed and offered for sale prior to June, 1851, but 1,000,-
407 acres have been sold, (and many of them have been gffered for
sale for twenty-seven, twenty-five, twenty, fifteen, or ten years,)
proves that in the present state of things they are utterly worthless
to the United States. On the proposed routes of the great central
railroad there are, in different sections of the State, vast tracts of

these lands, at present of no value to the general government, to the -

State, or to individuals. Rich and exhaustless beds of marl are to
be found in several sections of the State. Those at Alum Bluff, on
the Apalachicola river, but a short distance from the place where
the great central road will probably cross, are of great value. That
road alone will, by the cheap transportation of the marl, afford fa-

cilities for fertilizing the lands contiguous to it in every section of o
the State, but espeeially in middle and west Florida; and at the -
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market by the same means.
59,268 square miles, or 37,931,520 acres. She possessés an advan-
PRESENT UNITED STATES, CAN CULTIVATE AND RAISE ADVANTAGE-

. OF THE CONTINENT, TROPICAL FRUITS AND OTHER HIGHLY VALUA-
" BLE TROPICAL PRODUCTS !

among her sister States till further “extension” and additional

" “ annexation” is effected. You are referred on this subject to the

. public documents and other authentic hooks speeified in the note,

*. D, hereto annexed. In a few years; whetherin time. of war or in
time of peace, not onlythe Atlantic cities, but the entire valley of

tions, with greater facility and cheaper than they can be procured

- fiecessary to conquer and annex that island by arms, or to.obtain itin-
any other mode, honorable or dishonorable; if expended by the federal

- State more valuable than Cuba ever can be, 1o this confederacy.~—
.Such policy might also subdue some of the covetings and ecravings
- many seem to have for the “ Queen of ihe Antilles,” (as they de-
., signate that island,) and obviate in some degree the necessity which
- they insist now exists, of its being forthwith wrested from Spain and
- possessed by the United States.
‘thereby averted. :

-fer without delay to that State every acre of public lands within its

“the State, shall be exclusively devoted to internal and harbor im-
provements within the State ; the United States reserving only.the
* necessary sites for light-heuses, fortifications, and other structures,
" under the centrol of the federal government. At any rate the trans-
- -, fer of all lands, that, at this time, or hereafter, have been offered for

* be made, and a similar rule could be wisely applied to all the States
wherein public lands lie. - :

-~ No one, it is presumed, will deny that the coast frontier of every
- part of the United States, is peculiarly asubject of legitimate con-
. cernment for the federal government, or, thatto a certain extent the

same time the lumber, tar, turpentine, . rosin and resinaug oils that

. may be obtained from most of such lands, prior’ to.their being thus =

" prepared for and put in cultivation, - could be readily conveyed to
Florida is the fifth State in size in the confederacy. Her areais

" tage had by no other State of the Union. SHE ALONE, OF ALL THE .

OUSLY, AND FOR THE SUPPLY OF THE OTHER STATES OoN THIS SIDF_.j-

She will have no rival in this respect a-

the Mississippi, can be supplied by her with most tropical produe-
from Cuba, or from any other of the West India islands. - A tithe '

‘of the sum necessary to purchase Cuba, if Spain should be willing
--to dispose of it; and a fiftieth part of the amount of expenditure’

government (even as above indicated, by liberal grants of land,) in" . -
--aid of works of internal improvement in Florida, would render that -

War and bloodshed would also be'

The most judicious policy that can he adopted by the federal -
-government with reference to Flerida, in my judgment, is, to trans..

- ‘borders, stipulating that the proceeds thereof hereafter realized by '

-sale at $1 25 per acre, for ten years, and that remain unsold, should ' )

" States have yielded the partial control thereof to the United Statea;

T



A vailroad bas Leen LOIltGl)l[)]I(t‘d from Peneacola, across tha
Houthern corner of Alabama, to -i,'f,ntlromely, Alal)ama, or to Co-’
lumhns Georgia, or to some pmnt in Georgia, lower down on the
.lltt‘.hoolnn river; and to unife with some of the Georgia roads
Tunning to the Atlantic seaboard, Great interest is felt in the com-
pletion of this road at the city of Penouacola, and throughout the
surrcunding country, and on the different routes ploposed for it;
and the federal government is also deeply interested in its being fin-
shed ; msomuch as it would afford certain means for the defence
and protection of the valuable public property at Pensacola; worth
wany millions af dollars; and as the federal truesdry would be hen.
efitted by the enhanced value of the pullic landsin Alabama, through
which the road wonld run, and their increased sales. On these
points I1 refer you to the documents specified in note B, hereto
anrexed.

=

ted roates of this road, where it is understood, perfected some years
since, and several miles of the road near to Pensacola were graded,
and other work done. It has however heen suspended for_ some

time, awaiting the action of Congress, granting the right of way -

thirongh the public lands, and also grants of altetnate sections, a-
fong the line of the road. Bills making sucl grants have passed
the "Senate at different sessions, but as yet, the association have
been unable to obtain the concurrent action of both Houses at the
sume session, to the same hill.

(Jonnet,tul as the the great Cenlral railroad of the State Wlll be,
at Pensacola, {or at any of the Gulf ports that may be selected,) with
the commerce to distaut foreign or Americar portsin the Gulf and else-
where ; and especially with steamships to TenvaNTEPEC S0 soon as
the inferoceanic communication is made at that Isthmus, (whether
the Florida road is extended to ’\‘(‘)bile and New Orleans or not,) it
must suou hecome the principal line of sonthern and south-western
travel, to and {rom the Eastern and Middie States, to California
aud ()xuron, and the Puacific generalls. It is the natural and direct
course of such travel. The sagacious and entupusmfr merchants
of the Atlantic cities engaged in the Pacific trade, and in the trade
“to Ching, and.to the Ld..

~may be used to pronrote their interests.  Of its profitable sucgess as
a pecaniary iuvestment, little doubt can be entertained.

A canal from St. Andrews Bay to the Chipola river, has been con-
templated for many yeats, and an association has been incorporated
to construct such work. Tull surveys have been made, and the

feasibility ol constructing either a canal or a railroad, fully demeon-

strated. It is in the Lands of citizens of respectability, who possess
means to complete it, with such assistance as may be afforded by
the general government, and by the State. ~ Extensive tracts of val-

uable public lands, in the vicinity of this work, have been reserved -

These reser-

Their being

[from sale by the United States for “ naval purposes.”
vations are prefitless, and the lands should ba-sold.

The surveys for the chief part of one of the contempla-

Indies, will also soon discover such worl -

‘the “swamp lands;”

-The proceeds of the sales of town lots

\
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held as at present is uuunous to the country in whlch they are st
nated. Sound and judicious policy: demands that the federal and
State governments, both should encourage the speedy construction.

“of the canalior road from St. Andrews Bay. The Bay has a good

entrance for large vessels, and it is a safe and capacious h'ubox —_—
Totersecting as such work pmbably would, (by an extension for a

‘short distance into the interior,) the great central Staté railroad: its

completion at oneé will be a valuable | adkiliary to the cheap and -
speedy constraetion of the latter.

The State legislature, however, (ander the advice of the “ State .
Board of Internal Improvements,” composed of citizens from each
seclion of the State,) will it is expected, this fall, when its biennial
session is held, devise some additional measures, for carrying out.

" the most _]udluous plans of internal improvement, to those hereto-

fore adopted. The schemes, wiles, and intrigues of speculators .-
and jebbers, pecuniary, and polmcnl it may be “anticinated, will in

Florida, (as sad experience has proved in cther States,) bave to be _
‘encounterad and overcome, and thwarted, by the just and patriotic '~

citizen. Attempts by means direct, and indirect, to appropriate the

lands given to the State for purposes of “internal improvement;”

” and every other available resource, to objects

merely local, sectional, and selfish, will, it may be conjectured,be made;

" but the sleepless vigilance of the gumd.uns of the public and gener-

al weal, will be faithfully exerted to p1event any combinations for such
purposes being successful. That cliques having their own interests .

" exclasively in view, have so often elsewhere been able to consum-

mate their designs, will admonish the executive and legislature to
watchfulress and caution. I pluce the firmest reliance on the in-

. telligence, patrictism, and prudence, of those departments of the.

government of my State, in this regard.

The cost of the great Ceniral Florida Rail Road, it has been es-
timated, will not plooahly fall short of four millions of dollars.—
at the extreme termenz, and
at several points on the route where the trade of the surrouading
country will be coneentrated, wiil-go far in aid of the worl. But
unless the federal government docs, as it should do, grant to the'

" State alternate sections on both sides of the road, on its entire line,
.and for several miles laterally, as the State has not at present ade-

quate means for its construction, it will probably be deferred.—

. Few foreign eapitalists are dispesed to embark in such an undertak-

ing, as a permunent investment of their means, especially when the
pmposed work is in a country distant from them, and the progress
and conduct of which work they cannot per:,onally attend to ; and
the assistance of those who may subscribe for stock, as a matter of -
present speculahon by its sale, is generally of doubtfal value, I’
append hereto a statement ebtained from the General Land Office,

-~ marked (C,) exhibiting the number of acres of public lands in Flor-:
. ida, ¢ surveyed” and « unsurveyed,” on the 30th of June, 1851

Appendiz 3.
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and that, in some respects, it may be regarded as the common pro-

perty of the people of all'of the States of this confederacy. The .
- lines of jurisdiction between the States aud the federal governnent, -
and between the respeective State governments, as to such coast’

frontier, are distinctly marked by the federal constitution. The fed-
cral government hias not been invested by the States with any right
of property to the coasts. By 4rt 4, § 2, clause 1, of the federal
compact, it is stipulated that “ the citizens of each State shall be.en-

titled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several’

States ;” and it has been held that the free right of navigation, of
commerce and of piscarg, and in fine of every unsufractuary privilege
of the coast waters, (not esssentially and exclusively local)) and
that are common rights, as distingnished from exclusive rights of
property, in a State, or in individuals, pertain equally to the eitizens
of the United States of every State of the confederacy, without dis-
tinction in favor of the citizens of that State of which such eoast is
the frontier. Such polics-regnlations as sound policy may render
necessary, can be rightfully established and enforced” by that State,

aund it may enact laws for-the proiection and conservation of such -
common rights, and to regulate their use so asto prevent their abuse;.
but suech laws must apply equally to its own citizens as to the eiti-~
The general rights of navigation and of -
" commerce by all, and that of piscary in waters not exclusively local, .
" cannot be withheld for the exclusive benefit of its own ecitizens, -

zens of the other States.

Bat no other Siate may rightfally legislate as to such privileges on

the coasts of a sister Btate, nor does the federal government possess

any coustitutional power to regalate by law the right of piscary on

the coasts of a State, nor to cede by treaty or otherwise -the privi-

lege of using such fisheries to a foreign power or its subjects, any
more than it can regolate by law any other common right in a State,

or cede away a part of the territory of a State to a foreign power, - To

defend and protect such coast frontier in which the citizeus of the

United States in all the States have sach common interest, as well as -

because it is a part of one of the States ; to “ repel invasions,” (see Art.

1,88, ¢l 15, Const. U. 8.) is the bounden duty of the federal govern. -

ment. It is in the elause just cited invested with full power, and-
the national compact twice enjoins the fulfillment of such duty, (see
clause last cited, and Art. 4 § 4,) and the same instrument contains

an express constitutional guaranty that * it shall protec: each of them ~

[the States] against invasion,” &e. The federal government builds

B

fortifications, and navy yards, and ships, and armories, and arsenals, -

and military, and navy, and marine hospitals, and custom houses,. -*
and it establishes liues of mail steamers to Grea¢ Britain and Ea- -

rope, and to the Pacific; it has erected and maintains an observato-

ry and a military and naval academy; has a “ coast survey” estab. ~

lishment, sends ships of war on exploring expeditions; and Congress
within the last fifteen years has spent millions of dollars for the making:

“and publica.tion of all kinds of books on all kinds of subjects. Some

B

-1ate of distribution amongst the States.
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of the improvements on the coasts, and leading to the coasts of
Florida above noticed, are as directly and immediately important
and essential for the *“defence” and  profection” of that section

“ against tnvasion” as forts, ships, &e., can he elsewhere. -~ This, it
is true, is owing in some degree to the peculiar geographicol posi-

tion, insular formation, aud character of that section. Under sach
circumstances, to deny - the legitimate constitutional power of the

federal government to “provide for the common defence” hy aiding’

and promoting such necessary improvements in Ilorida, is to “deny

to it the power to employ the proper and necessary means of fulfill-’

ing such counstitutional duty. Whilst the obligation of the general
government to “ defend” and “ protect” a State “ against invasion”
in time of war, is conceded, to object that the federal constitution
does not allow prudent and proper and necessary preparation by it
in time of peace for the fulfillment of such duty economically, ad-
vantageously and successfully, is extending - the salatary rule of
strict construction” into absurdity. The attenuated logic by which

objections are made to the means of defence and protection as un-.
. eonstitutional, because forsooth the resort to such means may also

and otherwisee promoto other interests of the State or of the zonfed-
eracy, has little weight with me.
yielded in the exercise of the undounbted coustitation: 1 authority of

. Congress to dispose of the public lands for the common beuefit, all
-sernples with respect to grants of such landsin aid of those improve-

ments in the States where the lands lie, should be extinguished.
The impolicy and injustive of the federal wovernment retaining all
the lands unsaieable at the present minimum price tixed by it,for a
series of years after they have heen offered for sale, withoat yielding:

“any taxes for them to the States wherein they lie; not contributing

anything i any mode for the making and repair of ordinary high
ways and bridges through them, is severely felt by every resident
{whether rich or poor) of a country in which there is a large quanti:
ty of unsold public lands. The personal labor the settler is com-
pelled to yield.in this way to enhance the value of the property of

the United States, in- addition to his other taxes, is an onerous

burthen. Difticulties will probably ensue from the granting to one

- . sovereign State the control and ownership of lands within "another

sovereign State, even if the lands are made liable to just taxation ;
and still greater difficulties will arise as to the adoption of any just
Some proposed rules of
distribution are absurd as well as iniquitous. By the rule of popu-
lation, New York would at this time receive 33 acres to every one
received by Florida, and -yet Florida has 1200 miles of sea coast to

“defend, whilst New York has less that 150 on her Atlantic frontier,
- Florida has 7,671,52 Oacres more in area than New York.
" larger than New York and Massachusetts, or New York and Mary. -
-land together ; she is larger than New York, New Jersey and Con. .
-necticut all together; and leaving ont Maine, more than fwice as .

She is

Bat when the aid desired can be -




o]

R
~.

¢

large as all the other five New England States together. Florids
h_as' no mountains, and properly improved, she will have within her
limits less waste lands not susceptible of cultivation than either New

- Hampshire, or Maszachusetts, or Maryland, or New Jersey, though -

neither of those States are one-seventh of her size ; and she would be
capable in afew years, if improved. as suggested, of sustaining
comfortably a larger population than New York of itself or all the
New England States united. Population is a shifting rule, and not
bused- on any just principle when adopted with reference to grants
to the States. If the grant is intended to be given to the eitizens of
each State disposed to emigrate to and settle on such lands, the fed-
eral government had better make the grant directly to the occupant,
"The only true and just rule as to grants in aid of works for coast
defence, or any other national objects, is the necessity or importance
of such work, and the advantage that will result to the country
therefrom. The policy of promoting the settlement of an exposed
frontier State by free grants of lands to oceupants, and to the State
in aid of internal improvements, is, it is conceived, quite as obvious

and fully as strong as any policy of defence, as to a futare way with . s
a naval power, that can be adopted. ‘The expense incurred - -
in one such war of three years, necessary to defend the 1200 miles -

of sea coast in Florida, would probably” exceed fourfold all that is
necessary for the government to yicld in aid of internal improve-

ments in that State! Our entire national coast should be defended. '

“No foe’s hostile foot should leave its print on our shore.” The
dishonor of a successful invasion by an enemy will be as great if the
assanlt be made at Cape Sable or Apalachicola as if made at Phila-

delphia or Washington. Besides, if such improvements are made, ",
the means of defence thereby permanently established in Florida, -

will enalbile the federal government to provide more readily and early
for other exposed points, and to furnish troops which could -not be
withheld or abstracted from Florida in her present condition, during
such war, without gross direlection of federal duty. -

That the scientific and able engineers educated for, and in the

federal service ought to be, (when the federal government has so ~
little appropriate employ for them, as at present, and generally in -
times of peace,) assigned to duty in the States in surveys for public .

improvements, is an opinion becoming quite general, and if such

course is adopted, it will probably prevent the abolition -or reduc-

tion of such corps. The services of such officers would be most

valuable to Florida in her surveys for the various works I have men- -

tioned above.
The population of Florida by the last census was but 47,167

white persons, 928 free colored and 89,309 colored slaves—-in all -
87,401. If Congress will encourage and foster the growth and
prosperity of the State, by aiding and promoting the works indica-
ted, in the manner suggested, emigration thither from Maryland, -’
¥irginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri and other .~
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States, will speedily commence, and by the year 1860, her popula.
tion will be quadrupled, her resources and wealth angmented in still

. greater ratio; and the most exposed and defenceless section of the

- Union rendered impregnable. * By even yielding to the State merely .
the lands made valuable by the works she may construct ; -and with =~ -
.the means thereby afforded for the employment of labor in the con-’

struction of such works, she will be enabled to do mnch. Grant

her all the vacant land, and, (excepting the “ship canal,”) she may."
effect all that her own interests, or those of her sister States demand, | -

now, or hereafter. - L

A reference to the map of Florida now sent to you made at the ’
Burean of Topographical Engineers.in 1846, and to a chart of the .

light-houses of the United States also enclosed, will show _you that
with upwards of 1,200 miles ol dangerous sea-hoard, there are few-
er light-houses in the State than there are appurtenant to the cities

either of New York, or Boston. Property of upwards of two han- v
dreds of millions of dollars in value, it is estimated, annually passes -

along a large portion of the Florida eoasts, which are, in many pla-

ces, as much exposed and dangerous as the coast of any section of -

the Union. .

In the document referred to in note E, annexed hereto, you will |
find stated the value of the property annually wrecked on the keys |

and reefs _and coasts of Sowth Florida, and which is carried into

o Key West for adjudication of the salvage, for each of the ten years

last past. A large amount wreeked elsewhere, on the upper coast,

.and that which istotally lost, is not estimated ; nor is the greatlossof

human life adverted to. The average value of all the property an-

. nually wrecked and lost on all the Florida coasts and reefs cannot

be less than a million of dollars ! .

You are referred to the statements . procured from the Treasury ‘
Department herewith sent to you, and to the documents specified in

note (F) for the tonnage and foreign exports and imports and other
statistics of the State. :

You will find in some of the documents I send yo.n, authentic in-
formation as-to the fisheries on the coast of Florida. Itis predicted, .

that before many years, these fisheries will become a source of prof-
itable employment to thousands of seafaring men, who will be in-
duced thereby to become residents of the islands and coasts contig-
nous to them ; and they will be looked to particularly by the inhabt-
tants of the great Western valley, for the supply of that article of
subsistence; and other sections of the Union, and foreign countries
may likewise be furnished from them. They pertain exclusively to

* the State, the Constitution whereof asserts its right; and they are

regarded as destined to be of as much importance and value, as the
Siskeries on the coast of the British Colonies at the north east end of
this conlinent. ‘

In addition to the documents ahove mentioned, I enclose you a
leiter () respecting.the State of Florida, from that intelligent offi-

{V' vy Vn!
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cer J. C. G Kennedy, Esg., of the © Census. Barean;” and also a
statment (H) compiled from the laws, of all the appropriations of
money or lands made by Congress since the acquisition of the
Floridas, in any wise in aid of public improvements therein.

Though hundreds of invalids and valetudinarians annnally resort
to Flovida from the North and West, during the winter months, the
State has been slandered as being insalubrions. The letter "of Mr.
Kennedy proves that on the score of health she stands akead of any
other Southern Staie, and is exceeded by but two States of the Un-
ion. Some transient visitors to Florida, ignovant of the ordinances
of Providence for the preservation of health in tropical regions, and
ignorant of the genial effect of the elimate upon the soil ; and com-
paring the soil of Florida with the rich bottom lands of the Western
and Middle States, denounce the lands of Florida as ¢ barren sands,”
as “worthless,” éce. Mr, Kennedy’s testimony, founded on the un-
erring test of official statistics of facts, disproves all these unotions,
and establishes the fact that in proportion to the improved lands, and
in proportion alsoto her population, her agricultural prodacts excecd
in valuc those of any oker Stule of the Union ; and o also in propor:
tion to her slave population, they exceed in valee those of any other
of the slave States.

Very respectfally,

Your obedient servant,
— E. C. CABELL.
APPENDIX.

' C. '
Sialemeut corpiled from Report of Commissioner- of Greneral Land Office as
to public lands in Florida, June 30, 1851, and other documents m the General
Tand Office.

1]

Aveainsquare miles,. ..ol e 59,268
I T T $7,931,520
Burveyed, .o il viei e ; . 22,

Unsurveyed, .. ovevevannen ; Ve 15,018,831
Offered for sale,. .. ....ooveel e 1 L
Sold, . . . e . 1,000,407

5,271.578
1,750,322

Burveye :
Advertised in Rl of 1851,

Suarveyed and not sold,. Lo e 01,514,284
Donations and grants {or schools (16th scetions,) uud for University, 954,683
Wentucky deaf and dumb Asyluny,. ..o o 20,924
Intérnal Improvements, grant on admission [P AN 500,000 °

.
Grants to individuals, “armed occupants,” under acts of 1842 and -

1848, patented up to June 30,1851,, . ... ... ooss e 52,114
Public huildings, seat of government,. . ....... ... il : 6,240
Grants for military services, &e,, (general nilitary land warrants

land warrants located in Flonda,). .. ..., ... Levanis ’ 81,240 -
Reserved for “live oak” for Navy,.......ociiaiinn . 163,888

[This does not include sites for forts, light houses, &c., or town
lots of U. S.in Pensacola and St. Augustine, nor the Keys and
Islands on the coasts, all of which are reserved for the piesent;
the departments having decided that an act of Congress is neces-
zary to release a reservation by the President for any parpose.] .

' . 808

Teservation for town of St Mavks,. .. .ovviv i s

6
Confired private claima, Bpanich grants, &e). oL 1,939,768
Bwamp lamds returned to June 80, 1851, not inelneling these in the
regions yot unsurveyed and othera not. designated, supposed to
antount to several millions of aeres,..... ..., . 862,10

Reserved teraporaily for Tndians under General Worth's arrange-
went, including “ nentral grovnd” preseribed by War Depart-
mepd eatimated abe ool i i i s i e e 3,600,000
Land solid in year ending June 80, 1851, 27,873 acres; receipts same time

334,842, The expenses in Flovida of the United States as fo the public lands

for stme years exceed the receipta. .

G.
Cexsus Orrrce, Wasmrgron Orry,
August 23d, 1852,
Dese Sir :—In compliance with your request, I enclose you sundry printed
statements compiled in this office in January last from the official retwmns, rela-

ling to the population, products, &c., of Florida, and also of other States, so far-

as i3 neeessary to verify the comparisons made below. The statements are gen-

crally cotrect, but typographical and other errors which exist to an inconsidera-

ble extent, will be rectified in the official publication scon to be made. These
corrections will not change materially any of the results given.

It scems:

1. That the number of deaths in Florida in the year ending Jume 1st, 1850,
was 9383, the populatien being §7,400.  Thia is hut one in 93 (and o fraction) in that
year, and is less in proportion than in any other State of the Union, except Ver-
mont, Jowa and Wisconsiu.

The Territories of Cregon and Mincsala, it appenrs, had fewer deaths in 1850,
in proportion to their population, than any Ptate. Tlus may, In soie degree, be
accounted for by the tact that emigration thither is mostly of male adults in the
vigor and piime of life, ard there are in these countries comparatively fewer
aged and infirm persons, and fewer children than in the old settled States,

2, The entire area of Florida, in acres, is 37,931.520, and of this there was in
1850 enly §49,040 acres of improved land. 'he official average valuation of
these improved lands, made by the reteming officers is $18 per acre, being 1much
less than the average valuation of improved l=nds in any other State or Territory.

Florvida has less iaproved lands than auy Staic except Bhode Islond and Cal-
Hornia,

#8. Florida has acres of improved lands, 349,049
Unimproved, attached to abo +1,256,240
Cash value of hmproved lands, 6,523,109
Value of farming implements and machi 638,795

10,848

5,002

72,276

5,704

182,415

28,513

et 209,453

Vaiue of live stock,. ..., 2,880,048

Wheat, bushels of,. .. ... ..
tiye, bushels of,. ..
zindian corm, bashels of,. .. ...
s, bushels of, oo 00 oL,
Rice, ponmds o, ...
Tubaceo, pousds of]
Hinned cotlon, Lules of 400 pounds
Wool, pounds of,.. .. -
Peas and Boaus, hushels o
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Irish Potatoes, bushels of,. . oo v vinnnereriesennenssuss 7,828

Sweet Potatoes, bughels.of,......... eeeraeiiaenas veves o -MBT298
Buckwheat, bushels of,.......ccooviiiiiaiaranenneans N 13
» "Value of orchard produets, in dollaxs,............... vesee . 1280
> Wine, gallons of, .. ........... enemeesaness .10
. Value of produce of market gardens, ) : 8
. -Butter, pounds of, .. ... ciiiiiieniiii i iieaa . ‘ .o, . 811498
. Cheese, pounds of, . .... Cereanaeeaaas Creeteesesaecanann v 18,016
REN = 15 A 7). AU feereeneenas s
... Other grass seeds, bushels of,............ ereraes eeanes
Hops, pounds of,.. ..... eeviensasnna tereaescaranann s
RPRANIN X2 713 Vi ) A
... . Silk cocoons, pounds of,. . ... .eueeraiinrannn. erenaees en . 8
-". Cane sugar, bogsheads of 1000 pounds,........ccueenous. - 2,762

- Molasses, gallons of,
] Beeswax and honey, pounds of, . ......: i e .
.~ Valfe of home made manufactares,.......... Nerevereneas © . 5,682

. Value of animals slaughtered,. .. .ooovrvveraieeecananans 514,685

.+ 4, Tt seems that in proportion to the quantity of improved,lands, Florida pro-

- -duces more cotton than any other State. So also in proportion to the slave pop-

ulation she produces more cotton than any other slave State. So also in propor-

" -tion to Lier entire population she produces more cotton than any other State of
.- the Union, : ) : o

§.. She produces more sugar (from cane) in proportion to the lands in cuitiv;;.-

* tion, and also in proportion to her slave population, and also in propoition to her.

» '-6. Florida raises a greater quantity of tobacco than any of the other States

entire population than any other State of the Union, except Louisiana and Texas.

except annecticut, Maryland, Vflt'ginia, ,North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Ohio, Indiana, and Missouri; and w proportion to the lands in cultivation, and £~

" the population, greater than several of those States. She raises a greater num-
* ‘ber of bushels of sweet potatoes than any State of the Union m proportion. to:-

the land in cultivation and slave population, and aggregate population. o
. The number of cattle in Florida compares with that of any State in-the

. Bame way. :

8. No account of oranges, figs, olives, plantains, .bananas, yams, ‘or-other ti'op-v‘

ical fruits, or of the coompty or arrow root, or sisal hemp or other tropical pro-
ductions, can be given at this time from this office. : ;

There is great difficulty in estimating the va/ue of the different produets of the.
different States, and of the same products in different States,. but from a generdl
and hasty estimate from the best data I can refer to, and from comparison, I am
satisfied the value of the agricultural products of Florida (of eourse in the State)
in groportion to the area of improved Emds, and to the population, slave or frée,
an

both, will compare favorably with the value of the products of any State of -

the Union. 'When, therefore, the lower value of the land and of tle agncﬁltuml
implements used is estimated, and also the superior health of the State is consid-
ered, your anticipations of the comparison being advantageous o your State Wwill
be realized. , N
Flarida is behind many of the States in her corn crop, and ehe raisesbuta
emall quantity of wheat, rye or oats; and it appears the value of all investments
in the State of Florida in cotton manufactures is $80,000 which is of cotton goods
making 624,000 yards of sheeting anpually. It is impossible at this moment, to
furnish the statistics of the lumber business in Florida, which amounts t6 & large
sum annually. . : -
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant;
JOS. C. G. KENNEDY, Superintendent.’
Hoen, E. C. Caprrr - : C

" BTN
©%

 :seit-to the Florida gulf ports for shipment.

- REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS. -

F. L
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
» Register's Office, Hugust 26,1862, {
- Dear Sm :—1I have caused & clerk fo compile the memoranda desired by you
of the statistics of commerce and navigation in Florida in 1860~1, which is as fol-
lows: ) :

1850, imports from foreign ports,. , ¢.. .. Jiuns. Ceeneeann eee. - $95,109
1851,...... do........ P S P YA
*1850, exports to foreign ports,. ... ... ..ol e 2,607 988

‘1851,...... 1 YRR, I« Y 3,939 910
* Topnage in 1850, 9,365 tons; in 1851, 11,272 tons. :

<Of the exports in 1850, $2,646,471 was from Apalachicola, and in 1851 there
. was $3,858,983 from the same port. In 1851, the foreign exports from St. Marks

were 861,765. Much more than balf of the tonnage of the entire State is from
Eey West. ) .
-'Of the value of shipments of foreign or domestic merchandise or produects from

and: to Florida ports coastwise to and from other Eorfa of the United States, no -
, returns are made to the Treasury. It is presume

that the value of the ship-

" ments of cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, lumber, tar, turpentine, and other products
of Florida so shipped coastwise, vastly exceeds the value of the foreign impor-
tations.

*, The exports, foreign and coastwise, from Florida ports, greatly exceed the pro-

“ducts of the State. This you will perceive by comparison of the census office
returns and estimating them with the statistics you can procure from the cham-
‘ber of commeree of each port, or merchants, of the coastwise exports adding
the latter to the ioreign exports above given. Thisis accounted for by the fact
_that a large amount of the products of the States of Alabama and Georgia is

1 have the honor to be your obedient servant,.

BN

N

[From the Governor of Florida to the Secretary of War.]
: Exrcvrive DEPARTHMENT, .
D Tallahasssee, February 13,”1851.
The Hon. C. M. Conrap, ' .
e . Secretary of War : :
- .Simi—TI have the horor to transmit to you a eopy of an act pass-
«ed:at the late session of the General Assembly of this State, from

_‘which you will see that it is made my daty to “ correspond with
the proper Department” of the General Government, and to urge the.

ngcessity for the speedy removal of the remnant of the tribe of Sem-
inéle Indidns yet remaining in Florida.

-+ -The anxiety manifested by our people on thi's.subject, I am sure

_ will not be regarded as unreasonable, when you take into consider-
.ation the injuries they have suffered, and are hourly liable to suffer,
froi' such lawless neighbors, whose presenee has baen a continnal
blight upon the prosperity of our State, and will so continue to ‘op-
erate as long as any of them are permitted to remain within our bor-
-ders. Since the withdrawal of the United States troops from the

N. SARGEANT.
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posts established betwee\gin the Indians and the white settlements,..

many of the settlers, who had purchased lands and made plantations,
have broken them up and removed out of the State, and thousands
are deterred yearly from immigrating to the State from a knowledge
that within its borders are bands of lawless savages. -

It is quite certain that, if the Indians are left to their own choice,
they never will remdve. And $0 long as any of them are allowed
to remain, all that the United States have done and expended ae:
complishes nothing for Florida, and is of very little benefit to:the

General Government, hécause the same system of military posts and -

lndian agency niust be kept up ; whilst the most interesting and val-

uable part of our State—the only portion of the United States -¢a- .

pable of yielding, to any degree of perfection, the tropical produe:
tions—is cut off from any benefit to the citizens and sealed to the

knowledge of the world, to be used as the hunting ground of a féw,

roving savages. : R

T shall be very happy to co-operate with the Government of ;the
United States in any measures which the President may determine
on, for the removal of the Indians remaining in Florida; but. I will

very respectfully propose a plan for consideration which will, I

think, accomplish the object with the least delay and expense, and’
probably without violence. The Indians, we know, have as great

horror of a surveyor’s staff as they have of a soldier’s rifle. ' I would-
propose that orders be given for the immediate survey of the wholg' .
Florida Peninsula; and as experience has shown that the soldiers.of
the regular army are not as capable of penetrating the swamps and -
hammocks of Florida as a class of men raised on the Indian fron: .

c .

tier, and accustomed to hunting known as cattle minding—who un- -

derstand the Indian character, and the wilds they inhabit, as well as

the Indian bimself, and who have always been a terror to the Indians

,—let a volunteer regiment of  such men be raised, as.-an escort. and -

protection to the surveyors, and to act as théir pioneers, with in-,
structions to capture all the Indians they fall in with, and destroy
their towns; and let the posts on the line of frontier-be garrisoned’
with the regular troops, for the purpose of protecting the frontier sef-
tlements, and receiving all the Indians that may be captured, or that
may voluntarily come in, and to serve also as depots for supplies for
the surveyors and the volunteers. At the same time, let the' agent
notify the chiefs of the determination of the General Government to

survey and settle the country, and to remove the Indians, offering’

such bounty as may bo deemed sufficient to all who will. quietly
come in by a given day to remove to the West, and all who do mot
come in by that time, “will be treated as enemies and outlaws. I
verily believe that some plan of the kind which I have crudely thrown
out would effect the peaceable removal of the Indians, with the least
delay and cost—whilst it would accomplish the double purpose of
completing the public surveys'in Florida, and open to the people
the only portion-of the United States suitable to tropical producs-
tions. . . .

~
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inwhich the people of Florida are so deeply interested.” -« -
~ .I.am, with high respeet -and consideration, your-most-"ohedient,
&e., . THOS. BROWN.

—_—

+'T shall'be pleased to he favored with your views on this subject

[From the Secretary of War to the Governor of Florida.]

War DEPARTMENT, !
Washington, Afarch 21, 1851

" +'Sm :—Your letter of the 13tk ult, enclosing the copy of an act
. recently passed by the Legislature of Florida, “To provide-for the

final removal of the Indians now remaining in Florida beyond the
limits of the State,” was received in due ecourse of mail, but con-

.- stant and urgent business has prevented me from making an earlier

reply toit. I have no doubt that the Indians still remaining in
Florida, are a source of annoyance and injury to that State, and [
regret exceedingly that all the efforts of this Department to prevail
‘upon them to migrate have thus far proved unavailing. The De-

- partment will, however, persevere in these efforts, and does not. de-

- 8pair of their ultimate success. For the present, however, it can
émploy none but peaceable means to effect this object. The small

" .military force which it has at its disposal, is absolutely 'necessary

‘for the protection of the frontier, not against such inconvenience
. atid injury as those to which the inhabitants of Florida are exposed
“by-the vicinity of a small remnant of a tribe who have for several
'Jears: been harmless, but against the incursions of numerous and

" powerful tribes of Indians in a state of actual hostility. = Such is the

. gituation at this moment of the inhabitants of Texas, of California

‘#nd New Mexico, and I am quite sure that the good people of Flor-
‘ida would regret to see any portion of the very inadequate foree em-
ployedin the protection of that distant and defenceless region, divert-
ed from its purpose. - : .

. ! Thére is another difficulty. The appropriations made;by Con,

" gress for the support of the army, during the approaching fiscal year, -

are entirely inadequate to the purpose; and even if the Department
had at its disposal the military force necessary to enable it to make

. war against the Indians in Florida, it' would be prevented from do-

ing §6 by the want of funds. By the 7th section of the act, a copy
‘of which is enclesed in your letter, it appears that the Legislature
of Florida (who are presumed to be well informed on this subject)
estimate that the expense of effecting the forcible removal of the In-
.dians, would be not less than $2,000,000, (two millions of dollars.)

. You will readily perceive, therefore, that the Executive would relue-

tantly embark in an undertaking, which would involve such a heavy
‘expenditure, until Congress had sanectioned it, and provided . means
of ¢arrying it irfo exeeution. - ' i

. <" AR regards the plan suggested by you, of sending a party to sur-
'vey the land now oecupied by the Indians, under an escoit of areg-
iment of volunteers, with erders “fo capture all Indians. they fall in
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with, and to destroy their towns,” I have only to remark, that this
Depm tment has neither the authority to - survey public lands, o to
raise a volunteer regiment, for the purpose of protectmg t.hose en-
gaged in such an operation.

I beg leave, however, to assure you, that this Department is em.
ploying, and will continué to employ, all the mieans at its disposal
to effect a speedy removal of these Indians, and to express the hope
and the belief, that neither the Government, nor the inhabitants- of
Florida, will, by any precipitate proceedmgs interfere ‘with, and

.thwart its efforts. 1 -have no doubt that such proceedings woald
rather retard than expedite the accomphshment of the object they
. have in. view.
I remain, very respectfully,

your obedient servant,

.  CM CONRAD

His Excellency Tromas Brown,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

[From the Governor of Florida to the Secrelary of War.]

Execurive DEPARTMENT,
Tallahassee, April 11th, 1851.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter"

of the 21st Mareh, in reply to mine of the 13th February, which T

found on my return from a recent visit to Cape Florida, and the: =

Keys on the Florida Gulf Coast.
I have the fullest confidence in your assurance, that all the means

at the disposal of the Department of the General Government over .

which you preside, will be employed. to effect a speedy. removal of
the Indians yet remaining in Florida. Whilst T must regret to un-
derstand from your letter, that the means at its disposal are so “ en-

tirely inadequate to the purpose,” yet it is not the less my duty, as .-

the Chief Executive Magistrate of this State, still to urge the neces-
sity of their speedy removal, and the obhgatlons on the General
Government to enforce it, and to call upon Congress to supply the
necessary means. I concur entirely in the views of the Executive
of the United States, in the propriety of employing peaceable meas-
ures to effect their removal, so long as there is a prospect of suc-
cess. But does the past Justlfy the belief that further forbearance

will lead to any more favorable result? Is the prospect of their.
peaceable emigration as good now as it was a year ago, I respect--

fully think not. They are not a people with whom temporizing can
have any beneficial effect. The Governmentmust make them know

that they are to remove in areasonable time.. It waswith this view,:

which I believed to be in accordance with the humane intentions of
the General Government towards this  remnant of a tribe,” -that I
suggested a survey of the country which they inhabit, as.a pre-
paratory step to its settlement, instead of making war upon them,af

Sec1etaryqf War *
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the better course. I wasaware that the War department had “ nei-
ther the authority to survey public lands, &r to raise a volunteer reg-
iment, for the purpose of protecting these engaged in "such opera-
tions;” but believed—if the suggestion had the sanction' of wisdom
—that the Executive of the United States, who is charged with the
duty of seeing that treaty stipulations are faithfully executed, would
call on Congress to clothe the proper Department with the requisite
and necessary authority, and to make the required appropriations,
I beg to assure you, * tnat neither the Government, or the inhab-
itants of Florida, will, by any precipitate proceedings, interfere with
or thwart the efforts,” which the Departmentis employing for a spee-
dy removal of the Indians yet remaining in Florida, or do any act
that will have a tendency to retard the accomplishment of an ob-

" . ject so desirable, go long as there is a prospect of the General Gov-

ernment accomplishing any thing in the way-of their removal, or
forbearance can be deemed a virtue. It is true,the Indians at this

- ¥me are, apparently, * harmless,” but how long they will remain

“ harmless,” i8 very doubtful. They murdered several of our citi-
zens within the last two years, and killed or captured the boy from
the plantation of Captain Sumner within the last year Therefore, it
cannot be admitted that they ‘ have for several years been harm-
less,” as you suppose.

1 have seen in “ An act to supply deficiencies in the appropnaﬁ‘on
for the service of the fiscal year,” &e., that the sum of $75,000 have
been appropriated to pay for sub51steuce, supplies and service of lo-
cal troops called into service in Florida during the year 1849, Hav-

" ing received no official information in regard to his appropriation, I

beg to inquire if the funds so appropriated are subject to my order,
or if an United States officer will be sent here to pay off the claims.
The latter course would be most desirable to me.
I am, with high respect,

your obedient servant, &e,
THOS. BROWN. .

1
i

R

The Hon. C. M. Conrap, )
. Secretaryqf War. '

[From Cﬂ.ph Casey to the Governor of Florida.] J

Forr Myxers, Caroosa HaTcuex,
Florida, April 20, 1851.

N Sm +—1In a former communication, (dated November 6, 1850,) I

had the honor to report to you that the Indians were, with the ex-
ception of a band of about twenty, within the limits, and peaceable;
also, that I was investigating the case of the boy, Daniel Hubbard
who was missing since August 6th, 1850. T now have to inform
you that, in January, I received information that the boy was taken
by two or.three of the “ outside” band, and by them murdered,
-.On the 13th of this' month, the. Chlefs reported-that all the out-
mders (but one) were not only within the lines, but soutliof Ca.

e e —— e i e s — r
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foosa Halchee—whereupon I demanded the surrender of il edts
cerned in the wanton wurder of August last. They 4t once agreed
to surrender them, and promised to bring them in as séon ‘ds possi:
ble. This demand was postponed until the outsiders ‘were foreed

within the lines, to render more secure the arrest of the  eriminals,

and the peace of the frontier. . e
These men, when received, will be delivered to the civil authoH-
ties at ‘Tampa, in Hillsboro’ County, under the orders of the Secre.
tary of War. . . -
Permit me to suggest to your Excellency, that, should these mien
be tried and convicted, their execution: at this place, and in pres-
ence of the Indians, would have a most salutary effect in preventing -
further outrages. The Chiefs asked that this might be done. ‘
In conclusion, 1 have to inform you that no trade in munitions of
war has been allowed since the outbreak in 1849, and all tradé has -
‘been suspended since I became satisfied that the boy, ' Hubbard;
was murdered by Indians, and will not be re-opened antil tho sur
vender of all concerned. = . '
I am, sir, most respectfully, your ehedient servant,
: JOHN C. CASEY,: -
, Captain U. 8. A. & Special Indian Agenti *
His Excellency Thaomas Brown, : oo
' Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. ’

-

[l_"l'om the Governor of Florida to Capt. Cnsey.) s

Exucurve Cuaxser, Florida, } ‘
Tallahassee, May 18, 1851. {

Sz :—1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your;,lé!;géli '

of the 20th April, which came to hand by the mail of last uig’h'g.-
T am glad to uiiderstand that the canse of the disappearance of

the lad, Daniel Hubbard, has been ¢learly "ascertained, and that - -

there is a prohability that the perpetrators of so unprovoked and swan-
ton a murder, will be delivered 'up to be punished. I trust, my dear
sir, that you will impress it upon the minds of the chiefs, that any
unnecessary procrastination in surrendering the- men concerned in
the murder will be looked upon as favoring their conduct, and that
the whole tribe. will be held responsihle if the murderers are not
promptly sutrendered. If surrendered, I think it probhable that the
Judge of that District will cousider it necessary that they should:
be tried in the County where the crime was committed. 1In Tegard
to your suggestion, in the event of their conviction, ¥ entirely agree,
and doubt not the Judge would appoint any place of execution yoit
might suggest, whore all the Indians might be present; er,if
-thought necessary, I would give an order to that eflect. Had-the
other murderers, when they were delivered up, been handed over to-
the civil authority of this State, and tried and executed as you sug-
gest, the example would have had a salutary influence. =~

In a letter recontly received from the Secretaiy .of War; he says
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# have no doybt that the Indians still remaining in Florida are a
sotrce ‘of annoyance and ipjury to the State, and I regret exceed-

-ingly. that all the efforts of this Department to prevail on them to

migrate, have, thus far, proved unavailing. The Department wil}
however persevere in these efforts and does not despair of their ul-"

- timate sucecess.” I hope these efforts will be persevered in, and that

the Indians will be made distinctly to understand that they will not
be permitted to remain in Florida; and if they do not, in a reason-
ahle time, accept the favorable terms of the General] Government
and remove peaceably, that force will be resorted to for their expul-
sion or destruction ; for the people of this State will not bear with
them much longer. I am, with high respect,
' ' ' our obedient servant,

. - THOMAS BROWN.

" Capt. Joun C. Casey, U. 8. A. and Special Indian  Agent.

From the Governor to Capt. Aaron Jernigan. .
Executrive DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA,
Tallahassee, Dec. 18, 1851.

Dear Sir: 1 received by the mail this morning, your letter of the
8th instant, giving me the information that the United States mail-
-rider from your place to Tampa, had been fired at by two Indians,
_the balls passing through his clothes. . These frequent occurrences,
so well calculated to keep the people on the Indian frontier in a state
of .continual anxiety and alarm, are seriously to be deprecated ; and

" *must not be permitted to continue. Something must be done to rid

the State of these faithless and treacherous savages. I shall imme-
diately write to Washington, and énclose a_copy of your letter. If
the Indians have passed over their boundary, and you have good
.cause to believe, with hostile intentions, you are authorized to raise
a force to repel them and protect the seitlements until you can com-

" ‘municate with me, by express, and a sufficient force can be sent for

their protection. I refer you to the Militia Laws of this State in such
¢ases : “ If a sudden invasion or insurrection shall take place, or be
“made or threatened, on any portion of the State, the Commanding
 Officer of the Militia, or any portion thereof adjacent.thereto, shall
#be, and he is hereby authorized and required to order out the Mili-
-4 tia under his command, to repel or suppress the same.”’—Thomp-
son’s Digest, page 161.  “ That any of those officers may order out
the Militia under their command, at a minute’s warning, in cases of
invasion or insurrection.”—Same; page 166. Should any outbreak
take place, troops thus called out will serve to protect the settlements
until a force can be raised under the Act of the last General-As-
sembly. ' N
T Bul‘.y I will remark that I have information that the General Gov-
“ernment has now an Agent employed for the purpose of removing
(li&- Indians from Florida ; and so long as they are quietand peacea-

. ble—which will be best evidenced by keeping within their pre-
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scribed bounds—I must express the hope that no act will be com-’

mitted on the part of the settlers on the ‘frontier, whicli will have'da
tendency to provoke them to acts of hostilities, which.might interfere
with any amicable arrangement which may be made by the General
Government for their speedy removal. S

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, &c.,.

THOMAS BROWN. -

(AW

CoL. A. JERNIGAN.

From the Governor to Me. Cabell.

Execurive DeEparTMENT, FLORIDA,}: ©
Tallahassee, Dec. 23, 1851.

My Dear Sir - You will see by the enclosed copy of a letter, just
received, that we may expect more Indian difficulties. You know’
Capt. Jernigan, who is the writer of the letter, has been a member
of the Legislature of this State, and is a reliable man. It is very
clear that we shall have no quiet so long as these faithless and treach-
erous. Indians are permitted te remain in the State. -

You have doubtless seen the proceedings of the people. of Jackson
County, in West Florida, calling upon me to convene the Legisla-
ture for the purpose of taking steps, on the part of the State, for the .
removal of the Indians remaining in Florida. This may he consid-
ered as a pretty fair indication that similar meetings will be gotten
up all over the State, while the recent occurrences will stimulate to*
another Indian excitement. The General Assembly, at its last ses-

sion, passed “An Act to provide for the removal of the Indians now re- ¥

maining in Florida,” and authorized me to raise a regiment of Mounted
Volunteers, or two regiments if need be, and I had some difficulty
to prevent a provision requiring immediate action for:their forcibls
expulsion. Knowing that the Administration had adopted the policy
of peaceable measures for their removal, I was reluctant that the
State authorities should pursue any course towards the Indians whick
would have a tendency to interfere with the arrangements of the Gen-
eral Government, in regard to their quiet removal, so long as there
was a probability of success—and obtained a provision authorizing
me to communicate with the proper. Department at Washirgton, and.
to tender the Volunteers ordered to be rdised “to eo-operate with
any force of the United States troops which may be ordered to Flo-
rida for the purpose of removing the Indians.””
. Accordingly, I addressed a letter to the Secretery of War, dated
13th February, and with a view of carrying out the pacific policy
adopted by the General Government, I propesed a plan for their re-
moval, by a survey of the country they inhabit, under a sufficient mil-
itary guard, with a distinct declaration to. them, that the eountry.
would be surveyed and settled. To which, the Hon. Secretary re-
plied, under date of the 21st March, that ¢ the War Department had

neither the authority to survey public lands, or to raise a -volunteer .

Regiment for the purpose of protecting those engaged in such opera:
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’ ; at its di tirely inadequats
jons ;" t’the means:at its disposal ¢ were entirely
-it)a«'tzi,xé ﬁ:-] doet;l;z’l’ of removing the Indiang. - It therefore, becomes now,
my dutp t(l)) call upon you, and the Senators from. this - State, to urge.
up):m C):mgl'ess the necessity of making an ad;‘(}ua_tg aRprpprlatlgnnfg;
ia g accorda
i Jiate removal of the Indians. from Florida, in

:ﬁl:?l:gt;ti;ulations of the treaty of(’1 Pagnlt;,’s tl}::.qdé)g of l\;la(y}r 3:'2; n1 1?1::12,;

) € neral &
which has always been acknowledged by the de ‘ e

: : i ty of the Executive
¢ st main in full force, and that it is the duty x4
tos::lailugz fﬁl necéssary and p,roper efforts to be made, to carry themf
into effect, as he is bound to do with respect to_ the reqmremell_l,ts of
an other law’’—and still adhering to the opinion, that my plan ol
»sugrvey"mg the country the Indians inhabit, will be the most eﬁ'eqtua
method of causing their removal peaceably ; and, at the same time,

* will be preparatory to the gettlement of the country. T must still

insist upon it, and ask of you to endeavor to obtain anl :%Péxroprls.;mg
for the immediate survey of the wl}:;le Per:lllgiiusl}? n;):'mF orida, under

- suffici ilitary guard to insure 1ts acco ) . )
m.l%:;a?tt;ﬁllcomzagnies of surveyors, with a force Vsulfﬁctlenf for tl;e:;
protection ; and from five hundred to a thousand Iofunl‘:ﬁls’ tiom to
be mounted, ard somé on foot, subject tomy orderg., eeF | ?di 19;1%%8
agsurance, that every Indian can be removed from Ilorda 1

than twelve monthe, provided the General Government will furnish

stations for their safe-keeping, when captured, and transportation for

" their prompt removal to their home in the west ; and at less expense

than like operations have heretofore been to that government.

"7 In May last I received a letter from Capt. Casey, late Indian

' i Indians in Florida
‘ inft me that the future charge of the lorids
ﬁaﬁf rll)tée:: ?x;nri:{]'grred from the War Department to that of the Interi-

- . or, and that Gen. Luther Blake, who had just arrived at ‘Tampa,

was appointed Special Agent and superseded him in that office. But

" | have received no information of the change, either from the Secre-

y < i ince been informed

» fary t or from Gen. Blake. Ihave since D ey
?r%e‘:fet:‘?}c{;e’f‘l:r;p; that Gen. Blake, after remamu.n!g a da): ortwo
61)1’1)' loft for New Orleans, and has not since been in Florida, nor
ﬁavé we heard anything of his movements: The Indians consequent-

ly, remaining without the control of any recognized Agent.

missioner, with the approbation of the Secretary of the Int(:rior,t“i:th
Gen. Blake, which 1 ohtained from you, that thed.Depz:..r m?’nbf 1;:
4 entire confidence in the integrit)i,] Judgm«;}t}t ‘ztmi : ;ﬁfgﬁ (:lgl;;l CEtho
A elected for the duty, as well as in hts * eXperience .

'éAﬂ'gaeir:: Sand his acquainta.n(’:e with the character and dlsposmon‘oﬁ the

'S\'emin’oles in Florida,” and which I am not §1§posed to question..—
" But I fear, the same cannot be said of his actxﬂlt()i' a{utll pé"omptnes:h ::

wuting hi \ i ith due’ defference,

: tine his contract. Nor do I think, wi : nat
'eleg:di‘i‘:fadt has been made with a sufiicient regard to policy, to in
LA O . . . tion. ]

gure any certaint of its successful execul B _ .
5-{*51‘56 guﬁ of $1y0,000 is allowed the agent, whether he removes an

It appears from a copy of the contract made by Mr. L. Lea, Com. -
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Indian or not, and for the-faithful performance of his contract, a hond " ‘On this subjeet, I beg to refer you-to my ‘l_ettersdtq the--Seclz:la};J;’ o
with a penalty of only B5000%s required; Mareover, he is to receive ‘ of War, of the 13th and 11th ot Fel?rualy, last, and to :1‘3":“11'.'8 y o !
$800 for every warrior, and $450 for every woman and child he. ’ m'y desire to render Yyou all tl'le aid in my ]‘)owel_', fmlrlvar s (taacc - lll‘
may induce to emigrate, without any limitation of the time in which - plishment of this desirable-object. - L'am, with-high respect,

S : . " -Your most ob’dt; &ec., .
* The Hon. E. C. Casprr. =~ - VTHOMAS.BROWNT

it shall be- done, and without any obligation that all the Indians
shall be removed. : . e
Now, it is admitted in the contract that some 500 Indians yet re-
main in Florida. Suppose some hundred or two, of old or dissatisfied -
men, and women and children, should be induced to remove—this

fnstructions from the Secretary of the Interior to Gen. Blake.

. - . TMENT OF THE INTERIOR, )
might prove a very pretty little .speculation to the Agent, but what 4 g : Ong:? 1Ilndiam Affairs, April 18, 1851. g .
would Florida be benefitted by it? Nothing, even worse than noth- . E w in Washington, D. C.: .
ing ; because if the chiefs are determined to remain and resistanyat. =~ § - To Lurner Braxe, S‘?ré-’ noof the Secretary of the Interior, you
tempt to force them, they would no doubt like very well to get ridof | Sir: With the.appl‘osa lo.nl Agent to proceed to Florida for the
the encumbrance of their old, infirm and dissatisfied men, and their are -hereby appointed }peglad. i ﬁs arr;{npements and efforts, to efs
- women and children, and would consequently become a more trouble-  purpose of endeavoring, by ju llcu; dians rgmaining in that State, to
some and dangerous foe. This was the case in the late attempt to- fect the removal of ﬂéf‘ She'mmo © tn of the Mississippi river. -
remove them under Gen. T'wiggs ; some seventy women and children the country of their bret 1,eri, “éersl of May 9th, 1832, the Seminole
were gotten off at a heavy charge to the Government, but the chiefs . - By the Treaty of Payne ds an I‘?‘lg’id an)c,l a ,reed tc: remove west
took good care that the warriors should remain. The truth is, the *+ tribe sold out all their lands mh ;)_r a’for theirg removal arrived, they
millions that have been expended by the General Government' in IR of the Mississippi; but when the time hostilities During the seven
efforts to remove the Indians from Florida have benefitted us nothing; . § refused to go, and broke out ut]fo optla]r; ex}zn‘tions' were made to con-
from a vascillating policy, which abandoned the enterprise at the very” . sicceeding years, the most s le]nu‘?vitb their Treaty engagements ;
moment when it should have heen pressed with the most vigor; un: Aquor and_compel them to compyl d—many valuable lives sacri- |
til the chiefs have come to the conclusion that the United States Gove . la}zge bodies ?{‘.troop S were emp %{iid——but w)i’th only partial success.
ernment is unable, or unwilling, to force their removal, and they 3 ,ﬁc.ed—a"d millions Of.néoney exp-gembie number of the Indians who
laugh at the idea of the State’s doing it. And thus they remain in 1 “Atthe end of that perio (’la c‘onsl:. ated, still remained in the coun. Al
Florida exerting the same blighting influence over the prosperity of = § could neither be C.aptme‘ or'su .JUgt. "ot to leave it. as they had IR
the State as if not one had ever heen killed or removed. The con+ (ry, with as obstinate a qelermlpafl&lp rx?ilitar 'oper;tions against : Af X
tract should have provided a handsome premium for the removal o : ever manifested. A cont(;nuancia_ ove tfix A Trea.Zury from the heavy 3
all, and for a portion of them, only a small compensation. .~ .. - , : ther.n seemed use]_ess, and to relie ned, it was doemmed oxpodiont ty B
When the importance of this subject to the State of Florida is cont .. drain upon it, which they occasioned, ’ I8
sidered, it should not be at all surprising that the people are -impai -¢ discontinue them. !

- An arrangement was therefore made with the India%s, permitting

tent under thié delay—indeed, it is quderful that they have submit. them, for the time being, to remain ; but within certain designated

ted so long.

R T

B
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Why is it, that Florida, with her extent of seaboard and fine har’ limits. This arrangement could be le%?idefingisa;: ?:,prfﬁ,?‘: ?;v{]exi
bors on the Gulf of Mesico andthe Atlantic—with an extent ofterri: = | lessening, in no respect, the Obhgﬁ:on (t)i u]l;ﬁons of the Treaty, on 4 ’E
tory, which in size, places her next to Virginia and Georgia—wiih a - ‘required by the Gover flmi?rllf ¢ 6 s d Qt is the duty of the Execu- | ik
climate and soil superior to any of the States of the Union, and the that point, still remain in full (i)rci’) a; efforts t§'be made to carry 1
only portion of the United States, within the -Tegion of tropical . pro:. k tive to cause all necessary and prop i i

Ly : ith- to the require-
ductions—TI ask, why is it, with all these advantages, that Florida - them- into effect, as he is bound to do, with resp.,e.ct ! q

has hut one Representative on the floor of Congress, and nat . a-revs: B 3 ments of any. ot'her law. - di uiét] Ch
enue sufficient g) support a State Government ’lg The answer is; the, . v Had the Indians, as they _aﬁreed to(,i satﬁgt Z(i]ngzaﬁ-g?r?]rﬁo?:sﬁg e oui . i
failure of the United States Government to remove the Indians agres: ' - “within th;ahhmlts ﬁggbr;e‘%et;s t of)_;g::t?ilgn to their remaining still lon. i { N
ably to Treaty Stipulations. : : - v% o cltizens, there wo A : ions of it as ma TR
Your constituents expect from youand the Senators from this‘State,. ; . ger; and until the cauptry t_h'eﬁ ?c?ngie(:l:Ef :ngozgﬁ?vsa‘:i on: thougg., o E,{”
a determined action which will secure from Congress an apprepria- : be desirable, should be required 0;) 5e ith their brethgen in the west, i Ei&
tion' which will be adequate to the removal of the Indiang, and the ktiwquldﬁl‘]etfa.l.’lbege:uf;?:s-tg:g‘gg a?it:;te d for their gradual cisiliza. F arn
. in | i i ! \ 5 sete o where effectual measures can be ¢ ( - gradua. A i
:l‘gr;?xrxt()f the lands in the Peninsula to prepare the “country ::for se.t o don and improvement. But they have wantonly violated their en- ’ ! ?A
. . e - ST o !
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gagements, and on more tham one occasion; without any known prov-.
ocation, passed beyond their assigned limits and embrued theirhands-
in the blood of our citizens. The constant danger of outrages:from
them has becoms a serious evil, preventing the settlement and.qul,ti-!',
vation of the country anywhere in their vicinity, and thus causing
a large and valuable section to remain waste, to the great injury.of
the interests of individuals, as well as’to those of the State and Gen-
eral Government.

Circumstances and considerations of the ahove character led to
another attempt, in 1849, to remove them; which, though attended °
with great expense, resulted in but very limited success. A large
military force was sent to overcome them, and a number of their.
western brethren employed to influence and persuade them to re-
move, but only about seventy could be compelled or prevailed upont
to comply with the wishes of Government. According to the best
information that can be procured, from 450 to 500 still remain, and
it has for some time been a subject of anxious consideration and re:
flection what course to adopt in order to the removal of this remnant
of the tribe. - . B

Experience has shown the inutility and wasteful expenditure o .
attempts to remove them by force. There is a large extent of coun-
try to which they can retreat, where the obstacles to successful mili- - - -
tary operations are insurmountable, and where the Indians can there.. .
fore easily elude almost any military force sent against them.~ To .~

effect their removal in this manner, it would be necessary to employ,-

an immense force, and at a vast expense—while the Indians becom-
ing exasperated, would no doubt find opportunities for success-
ful attacking, plundering and murdering the frontier inhabitants, as
they frequently did during the late war against them. S
Through the instrumentality and influence of their western breth-
ren, persuasive means have been tried under very favorable circum- .
stances and failed.” There is but one other humane course, which,
after the mdst mature- consideration, the  Department can devise or
think of, that seems to hold out any promise of success. It is to en- .
gage some reliable and proper person, willing to encounter the toil .
and peril incident to the service—who will go among them,-and by
personal association, secure their confidence—gain and influence
over the leading and more prominent individuals, and thus gradually
incline them to consider the subject of removal more favorably, and
to acquiesce in the wishes of the Government. T
As you have had much experience in Indian Affairs and are well -
ecquainted with the character and disposition of the Seminoles in
Florida, and as entire confidence is reposed in your integrity, judg-
ment and diseretion, the Department has selected you to put this plan
to the test of practical experiment, provided, you are willing to.un- -
dertake it on the. terms and conditions prescribed. . e
The Department would not feel justified in incurring any consider~. .-
able expenditure in the mere attempt, and should it prove abortive, :
nothing but your actual and necessary expenses will be allowed ; the

. by me.
{
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whole in no event to exceed the sum of $10,000. ‘Should you how-
ever be successful in your efforts to remove them, or any portion of

them, a liberal allowance will be made, as in that case, the expenses. -

will be very heavy, and you will have encountered much personal
danger.  As heretofore, with respect to those that have been removed,

" " notonly will a quantity of presents have to be ade to the Indians,

but considerable sums of money will have to be paid to them as a
compensation which they consider but fair and just for relinquishing
their residence in Florida. For these and many other expenditures

" which will be inevilable, it will be impracticable to procure satisfac-

tory vouchers, and it will be impossible to arrange and settle the ac-
courits in the ordinary mode. Under these circumstances the De-
partment proposes to commute all the expenses of every description,
-including those personal to yourself, from the commencement of the
service ; .and to allow in lieu thereof, a commutation of $10,000 for the
preliminary expenditures, incident to your endeavors to carry out the

*. plan, and a given sum for each and every Indian removed, to cover all

other expenses and demands whatsoever. After full consideration of alf
thfa circumstances and contingencies of the case, it has been deter-
mined to fix the latter amount at $800 for warriors and $450 for wo-

" men and children, which will be paid to you on the certificate of the

proper agent of the Government, or other satisfactory evidence of the
delivery of the Indians, in the country of their brethren, West. And

the same rate of compensation will be allowed for every Indian that -

shiall die on the route from Florida to the Seminole country, West ;
sibject, however, to a deduction of the amount that it would have
cost to transport said Indian from the place of death to the place of
destination. I am aware that this allowance is less than the amounts
heretofore paid in many cases, to individual Indians, to induce them
to remove ; but I trust that it may prove sufficient to meet all expen-

* ses necessary to the accomplishing of the important object in view,

and 4t the same time afford you a liberal compensation. for the dan-
gers and services you are to hazard and perform. %

I enclose the form of a Bond which you will execute, with a pen-
alty of five thousand dollars, ($5,000) and security to be approved
i Very respecifully, your ob’dt Servant,

L. LEA, Commissioner.

- House oF REPRESENTATEVES, Jan: 6, 1852.
Sir :—You will see by a rough copy of a letter to the Secretary of
the Interior, which I enclose, that I have presented to the Executive

the subject of the removal of the Seminole Indians from our State.
Your suggestion that surveyors be sent into the country appropria-

" -ted-to.the Indians, ‘}'s approved by our Senators and myself, and by’

+ the:Commissioner of Indian affairs, and I think by Mr. Stuart.
~In-carrying out this policy, it will be necessary to have in readi-
‘ness-a-force sufficient to give protection to the parties of surveyors.

I hope-this force will consist of volunteers, or if not, that the “regu-
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lars” be put nnder command of some other than anm oﬁicer ofthereg:
ular army.- You may think my language rather strong: as applied to

the army, but the facts on one entire western frontier _justify “whatl
have said. Andasto the matter in’ which we are directly mteregted

the removal of the Indians from Florida, I am satisfied that -we “can

-effect nothing, so long as the plan of removal is entrusted to-offidérs

of the regular army. I have not seen a word from one of thexh, nor
heard of an act, for years, which looked to a pla.n for the speedy re-
moval of the Indians.
I will advise you so soon as I have it in my power to commumcate
the dction of the Executive. Yours Respectfully,
< : E. C. CABELL!
To Gov. Tromas Brown.

From the Hon. E. C. Cabell to the Secretary of the Interior.
W asHINGTON, January 4th, 1852.

Sir :—1 enclose another communication just received from-Gov. ’

Brown, on the subject of the Seminole Indians, also a printed copy of
the proceedings of the people of Jackson County. The Jackson ‘Coun-
ty resolutions express the gencral sense of the people -of Florida.—
This County is in West Florida, far removed from danger, in'the
event of Indian hostilities. The Hillshorough resolutions, accori-
panying Gov. Brown’s letter, indicate the feelings of those immedi-
ately on the frontier. 'They concur in urging the speedy removal of
the Indians at every hazard. There is, in fact, but one sentiment
throughout the entire popula.tlon of my State, and that is that “the
Indians must be removed,” and that” measures should be taken-at

once, either by the State or Federal Government, to effect this ob-

ect.
/ We desire to know what will probably be done by the- Federal

Govemm(.nt prior to any action by the Authorities ofthe State of

Florida.) G

In my interview with the President and yourself and the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, yesterday, I gave the reasons why the
Government should not longer delay the fulfillment of its Treaty stip-
ulations—to relieve the people of my State from the blighting influ-

ence of the presence of these Indians, and why, in the absence of

obligations imposed by Treaty, the citizens of Florida have a rlght
to demand the removal of the Seminoles from the State.

I again ask your attention to the communications of Gov. Brown,
and recommend his suggestions to the careful consideration of your-
self and of the President.

I trust, sir, that action on this subject will not be delayed and I

will thank you to communicate with me at your earliest convenience.
" T have but one other suggestion to make, which is, that I.shall
not entertain a shadow of hope that the Ol)JBCt I have so much at heart

will ever be accomplished, if its execution be committed to officers
of the regular Army. Millions have been wasted by their ’mlsman.-

. Hls Excellency, Governor BrowN—
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agement siiice the effort was first niade to remove the Seminoles.—e

And sincg the outrages in 1849; they: ha.ve, at.almost every step, : added’

to the dlﬂiculty of effecting their removal. My own opinion is,.and I

* . believe it will soon be the opinion.of the people of the U.'S., that, in our

Indian relations, the Army isa nuzsance, which ought to be abated
1 say this with the greatest possible respect for my friend, the Secre-

tary of War, for whom no. man entertains a higher retrard than I'do. -

I have the honor to be,
Very RespectﬁJlly,
' . - Your ob’t. Servant,

. e  E. C. CABFLL
Hon. A. H. H. Sruarr,
Secrelary of the Interior

[Letter from Senuton Mallory to Governor Brown]

SeEnaTE CHAMBER,
Washington, 13th March, 1852,

- My Drar Sir :—Enclosed herewith I transmit to you the original
letter of the Secretary of the Interior to me, with a copy of my an-
swer. Not having time to copy his letter, please return it to me at
your convenience. I have not read or compared the copy of mine,
but presume it to be correct.

: Very respectfully; yours,

- \ S. R. MALLORBY.

[Lettm from the Secretary of the Inl‘.enor to Senator Ma.llory]

s, DeparRTMENT oF TRE INTERIOR,.
Washington, March 13th, 1852. 2

. Str :—Your letter of the 2d instant was not received by me un-
tll the 14th, about which time a copy of it seems to have found its
way into the hands of the Editors of the New York Herald, as the
leadmg editorial of that paper published on the 6th inst. refers to.it
«it the following terms:
"« Senator Mallory, of Florida, has publicly called upou the gov-

" -ernment to adopt prompt measures for the removal of the Indians

.from that State. It appears that the Secretary of the Interior paid

* fo attention to the representations made to him by the Florida dele-

gatlon We give Senator Mallory’s letter in another column.”

- ;[ iave no comment to offer on the course you have thought prop-
"er'to-adopt on this subject. Of that, the public, to whom you have
thius appealed, must judge. But, as the tendency, if not the object
“dfiyour: communication, is to impute negligence or a . wilful disre-

: ga.rd of the rights and interests of Florida to this department, I feel

! constrained to review the facts of the case somewhat at large to show
that. there is no just ground for such a charge.

It 18 true, as you stat e that 3 month ago you addressed a com-
SR -+ Appenda: o

Chagaam

4-‘.

Lo e

TATY .,

ey e o
WPl A i 1 2 fhain A e

L A Ve e




FE

PR

42

munication to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, asking
him to direct sarveying parties to ‘be organized for the purpose.of
surveying what is usually known as the neutral territory between
the Indians and the Whites; and it is also true that in conformity
with a suggestion made by me in &n interview between the Florida
Delegation, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and myself, you did
unite with Mr. Morton and Mr. Cabell in submitting a similar prop-
osition to me, ¢ a fortnight ago.” You may recollect, however,
that your communication was reduced to writing, at-my instance,
for the purpose of being deliberatelv weighed and considered and
not as an ordinary letter calling for an immediate reply. I had
frequently been appealed to in general terms, to do something for
the relief of Florida, and whilst every thing that was suggested by
the Department was objected to, no one.seemed prepared to recom-
mend a substitute. 1 desired, therefore, that you should submit a
specific proposition, and the joint communication of yourself and
Messrs. Morton and Cabell was the offspring of my suggestion.

That this Department had not been unmindful of the interests of
Florida, appears, abundantly, from your own letter in which you
state that * the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose views upon
the. subject correspond generally with ours, is now attempting their
(the Indians) removal to the West through the agency of an Indian

delegation under General Blake; and it is understood that this del. .

cgation will soon reach Tampa Bay.” You then urge on me_“the
propriety of an immediate survey of the Indian District beginning
with the reserve of twenty miles around it.” _
Tt is thus manifest from your own showing, that, at the time yon
undertook * to admonish the Government that nothing but the re-
moval of these Indians from the State, and that speedily, can pre-
vent the most disastrous consequences,” you were fully apprised of

the fact that active measures had been adopted, and were in pro-

gress for their removal. These measures, too, had been suggested
by, and were progressing under the direction of “ the Commigsion-
er of Indian Affairs whose views upon the subject correspond gen-
erally with ours” So much for the implied charge of neglect of
the interests of Florida by this Department. :

But it is proper to go a little farther in order to have a correct

understanding of this whole subject, and I therefore beg your atten-
tion to a few additional facts. . Y
It is true, as you state, that by the Treaty of Payne’s Landjng
entered into May 9th, 1832, the Seminoles relinquished to the Uni-
ted States all their claims to lands in Florida and stipulated to re-
move therefrom within three years. When the time arrived, how-
‘ever, for the fulfilment of their engagement, the Indians refused to
2o, and the Florida War, with all its sacrifice of blood and treasiire

and its fat jobs io contractors, was tlie consequence of . the attempt -

to enforce the provisions of the Treaty. After a desperate struggle
“an arrangement” was entered into between the Government.of
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the United States and the Indians . who remained in Florida, on-the
11th of August 1842, which is thus described-in order No. 27; from

Col. Worth. “By arrangement with the few Indians remaining in-

the southern portion of Florida, between whom and the Whites hos-
tilities no longer exist, they are permitted, for a while to plant and
hunt on the lands included within the following boundaries,” &e.

After describing the boundaries the order proceeds, “ within the
boundaries thus deseribed, no settlement can with safety or propri-

,ety be formed, and any persons making settlements within these

limits will be subjected to removal in conformity with the law in
reference to Indians and their places of residence. The forgoing
temporary arrangement being in conformity with the instructions
of the President of the United States, is ecommunicated for the in-
formation of all whom it may concern.”

Thig arrangement continued to be acquiesced in by'all parties, un-
til the 14th May, 1845, when difficulties having arisen from the
proximity of the Indians to the Whites, it was modified by establish-
ing a meutral territory of twenty miles in width along the entire
border of the territory allowed to the Indians. 'This was effected
by an order from the General Land Office, approved by Robert J.
Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and James K. Polk, President
of the United States. . h

If there was anything wrong in this proceeding, therefore, tha
fault belongs not fo the present Officers of the Government, but to
those who were its authors. And it may be a matier of surprise to.
some, why there should now be this hot haste for immediate action,
‘which will not even brook a fortnight delay for deliberation after a
patient aequiesence of near ten years in the policy origindted and
adhered to by former administrations. For my own part, I freely
acknowledge I did not act definitely on the propositien of yourself
and your colleagues, because I was not prepared to act. I knew
that a false step might involve the Governtnent in War. ~ I wished
to act cautiously so as to avoid such a calamity. 1 determined to

examine the question in all its aspects and to save-the people of -

Florida from bloodshed. I believed that mild and persuasive meas-
ures would be more efficient than an armed force, to remove five
hundred Indians, (which is about the whole number left) from'the
swamps and everglades of Florida, which were inaccessible to regu-
lar troops. I was not prepared to say that, at the very moment
wh;e’n we had an experienced agent and a delegation of friendly In-
dians among the Seminoles, using their hest efforts, and with every
p}"bﬁ'peﬁ of success, to induce them to emigrate, it was wise or pat-
rigtic to exasperate them by sending parties of surveyors into the ter-

"ritory allowed to them and thus bring about eollisions with them.—

I 'délsire'd, too, to learn all the factsin regard to the territory propos-
ed to.be :surveyed, whether it was worth the cost of the survey, or

- fig:{for ‘cultivation. I desired to inform myself, too, in regard to the

probable cost of the work, and the means applicable to it, which
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were at the disposal of the Department, before I plunged rashly ints-
an enterprise involving a reversal of the policy of Mr. Polk’s admin:.
lstration, and probably bringing in its train a War with all the ca-
lamities and expenses incident to Indian Hostilities. S
I may have heen wrong in requiring a few week’s deliberation be--
fore I took a step fraught with such consequences, But it required -
no great stretch of charity to ascribe the delay to samething of re-
spect for the opinions of those who had. preceded me, and an arx:
lous desire to do what would redound t6 the benefit of the country; -
rather to an indisposition to protect the rights of Florida, R
. And now I must be permitted to state that the result of my invek
tigation shows that there are no funds at the disposal of the depart-
ment which can be applied to this serviee, and that the lands whick
You desired to have sutveyed, by the official reports in the Land Of#
fice, to.be, in the main, swamp lands, liable to overflow and unfit
fqr cultivation. The Commissioner of the General Land Office, id-
his reporf, says “ the lands in this neutral ground between the red
and green lines, are, it is believed, in great part subject to periodical
overflowsand therefore unfit for cultivation, and liable, consequently,
to be claimed by the State of Florida as swamp lands under the Act
of geptember 28th, 1850.” " T
_ By reference to the Act of 8th May, 1822, you will find also:
that these lands could not be surveyed )i’nto tractsy for sale and culti-
vation, inasmuch as that law prohibits the running of ‘any other
than township lines through lands of that deseription. - S
I trust, Sir, that the facts above recited, will be sufficient to show
that no just ground exists for imputing to this Department any ne-
glect of its duty or want of just regard for the rights: and interests
of Florida. ' o
T am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - .
ALEXANDER H. H. STUART, Sec’y:
Hon. 8. R. Mavrrory, Senate of the United States,

" [Letter from Scnator Mallory to the Secretary of the Interior.]
: WasaineTon, 27th March, 1852,
The Hon. A. H. H. Stuarr, o
Secretary of the Interior.

Sir *—On my return to this city, afew dayssince, [ had the hon.
or to receive your communication of the 13th inst., in reply to mine
of the 2d inst. Some of its statements and intimations surprised iné,‘
and to do justice to my State and myself, I am constrained to reply
to it promptly and at length. _ -

You'state that my letter of the 2d inst. was not received until ts
14th, “ about which time a copy of it seems to have found its - wraf);
into the hands of. the editors of the New York Herald.” As yoir
-communication replying to my letter was written on the 13th"of +
March, you must have previously received it, and not on the 14th,
a8 youstate. Thisl presume is an error of the copyist,and « the 14th”

\

- ness as neighbors.
cries aloud for their removal, and the people of Florida have borné .
for seventeen years, not only the inconvenience but the outrages and

' -devastations of these murderous and lreacherous savages,*who have
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wag perhaps intended ‘to be the 4th; for my letter was in fact des-
patched to you on that.day, and I do . not perceive how you could

-reply on the 13thto a lotter which was not receivedtill the following

day. AT . :

. ippreciating and sharing. the general anxiety of the people of
Florida for the removal of the Indians from the State—an. anxiety
made known to the federal Government by the frequent and direct
c¢ommunications of its Executive, its Legislature, its press and its
people, ‘through a series of years—counvinced that the prosperity
of the State is immeasurably retarded by their presence—that there
has not been a day since hostilities with them commenced when the
life; or property of the citizen was secure from their violence—that,
in the language of Governor Brown’s letters of the bth of Septem-

. ber and 22d October, 1850, addressed to the President and the Sec-

retary of War, « The people of Florida will not be satiffied with
anything short of .a speedy and entive removal of the Indians from
the State. It is impossible that they can ever live in peace and quiel-
Humanity on behalf of the border settlements,

spared neither age nor sex”—and knewing it to be the acknowledged
duty of the Government to remove them, I had earnestly hooed and
endeavored, during the past two months, to obtain some intimation
ofthe views of your department upon the subject. My colleague in
the House of Representatives, equally anxious to enlist the active
interference of the Government, was, and I believe still remains, as
innocent of all knowledge of its views and plans for their removal as
myself, .
yIn December last I called upon the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs relative to the subject, and was apprised by him that an at.
tempt was being made to remove them through the instrumentality
“of a Seminole, Delegation from the West, under au "experienced
Agert. 1 was gratified to- learn of any action upou the subject,
though I entertained no confidence in the success of this measure,
unsupported by other and distinet operations; for itis a plan that
has repeatedly failed, and the people of Florida regard it as but the
_continuance of a policy which has generally resulted in increas-
ing the obstinacy and the defiant opposition of the Indians. I there-
) foré addressed a letter to the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, on the 29th day of December last, (having personally ex-
plained my views to him previously,) in which I strongly urgedupon
him the propriety of ordering a survey of the country on the borders
of the Indian District, known as the Reserve. This measure, of
itself, I did not deem important ; nor have I much confidence in any
ineasures not supported by military force; but I had no doubt that
the presénce of a surveying party on the Indian frontier, properly

. .iji‘:o‘tei:t;ed,' would\ produce.s decided” and favorable effect upon the
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efforts of the Delegation, and augment its chances of success, Sush
also, as I learned, was the opinion of ‘the Executive of theState,
Moreover, it was a peaceful measure, in harmony with that of _Gen.
Blake, and one that involved no extraordinary expense,.as the region
in question must at some day be surveyed. To ‘this communieatipn

received no reply whatever, nor could I learn in a. personal intep:
view with the Commissioner of the General Land Office what "hig
views apon the subject were. ' ) L

On the

day of ——— last, my,colleague of the House of

Representatives and myself had an interview with you and the Com- .

missioner of Indian Affairs, the object of which, as briefly stated to
you at the time by me, was to ascertain whether the Government
designed to adopt any measures forthe removal of the Indigns,
other than that of the Indian Delegation, and if so, what they were
and when they would be adopted; and I then stated my application
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the fact thut
no reply to it had been received. We adverted to the survey of the
Indian country, and at your request we reduced our proposition. to
writing ; and in reply to my inquiry as to when we might expect
Jour answer, you remarked in two or three days at the farthest,
We deemed it essential that the surveys should progress simultana:
ously with the operations of the Delegation, . o

At this interview we stated to you that the recent conduct of tha
Indians in our State, coupled with their known deadly hostility, had
created intense excitement—that public meetings of our citizens were
being held—that the frontier settlements were alarmed, and that we
deemed it our duty to urge their speedy removal. The propositior
submitted by us, signed by the two Senators and the Representative,
from Florida, was that the survey of the entire Indian country, be.
ginning with the reserve, should at once be entered upon. - '

I left you supposing that our representations had gained your at-
tention and produced some beneficial effect—that you appreciated
the urgency ‘and importance of the subject, and that you would re,
ply to our communication as you had named. Your promise ‘wag
not redeemed. The important duties of your position probably.in,

terfered with its fulfilment. Gen. Blake with his Delegation reach; .

ed "Tampa, prepared to penetrate the Indian country, and our pro:
position for a co-operative movement still remained unanswered. I
was constrained to leave this city on the third inst., and deemed i
my duty, before doing o, to make another attempt to call your at-
tention to the subject which, in importance to the. people I have tha,
honor in part to represent, takes precedence of all others which ¢on.
cern the welfare of the State. I therefore addressed to. you my note
of the 2d inst., whose object you seem to have so misapprehended;
It was not, as you have supposed, to “impute negligence or g wilfu}
disregard of the rights and interests of F' lorida” to your Department,
but it was to call your attention to the extraordinary circumstanch
that the interviews, statements ‘and communications” of the -Flonda

4%

ion, made to officers of the Government specially charged
as&lﬁgtﬁ; sui);cf, had been strangely unheeded—that the formal letter
of its members, addressed to you at,your own request, a speedy re-
ply to which they required,. and to wh;ch’,you had px‘om_usedl'tc()1 r:-
ply  in two or three days at the farthest,” had not been replie : 0
at all, though days had elapsed—that the people of Florida w?_re he-
termined that the Indians should be remc_)ved, .aud that any uét e:r
delay on the part of the Government to fulfil .its duty to the State
in this particular, might be produetive of Igment'al‘)le results. "
" The charagter of your elaborate reply to this ‘note, mduce.s.. 10
belief that you have misconstrued both its object and the spirit 1r;
which it was conceived, as widely as I'have the misfortune to Edlssen
from some of your statements and intimations. On_the 4th page
you ‘remark :— It is true, as you state, that by the Treaty of .Playéxe 8
Landing, entered into May 9th, 1832, the 'Seml,no_les rehnqu{s 1el tg
tha United States their claims for lands in Florida, and shpu_zmzl
to remove therefrom within three years. "When the time amve(i
however, for the fulfilment of their engagement, the Indians refuse
to go, and the Florida war, with all its sacrifices of blood andhtreas-
ure, and its fat jobs to contractors, was the consequence of the n:::-
tampt to enforce the provisions of the Tre'aty. Rec:fxllmg y(')Il‘]I' 9i -
tention to my note, I will remark that I did not mention the r{e‘_aa y
of Payne’s Landing. The voluntary removal of the Indians- ron;
Tlorida, under the stipulations of thfat '_I‘reaty, was made tohdepen
upon the contingency of their examination and appljoval of the cot;;x-
Ery assigned them; by a delegation to be chosen by themselves. , y
';zi-?éubsequent treaty with this delegation, made at Fort Gibson, they
agréd olutely to remove. ]
gg;«?;g 1?2: ['Jerce)i,ve the propriety, relevency, or pertinency of your

- jtalicised reference to fat jobs to contractors”—being neither a federal

officer nor a contractor, the usual -parties to such jobs. If the fFe}(li-
eral officers were connected in such jobs with persons out-of t ((ia
State, its people, in common with those of othe_r States, were injure
and not benefitted thereby. But if this be designed as an 1r!t1rpat101}
that the citizens of Florida were the recipients or beneficiaries o

. these fat jobs, or that they at large reaped aught but devastated

mesteads and immeasurable sacrifices from that ignoble contest,

. :‘lit'is simply a bold and unjustifiable slander-upon the State.and its

if i 4 itizens
“people. I doubt if it can be shown that @ere were twenty citi
%ie' %i:ride who made a thousand dollars each by the Jat jobs of the
‘war 1 trust, therefore, that you will agree with me that these jobs
‘were attributable rather to that proglivity sometimes exhibited by
“Federal officers charged with the custody of the public money, to ex-
‘pend it withoutthe shadow of legitimate authority, than to any trans-
“aetions ofthe people of Florida. ] )
‘.%glhi? Ix":fgtring go It)he arrangement made with the Indians by Gen.
Wto‘_rtﬁ; in 1842, by which they were assigned a district of 1(:ou-tnlicry
for their temporary residence, an arrangement, as he expressly states

>
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in his order No.27 by which they were permitied for a whileto
plant and hunt, &c. you remark : “ This ar]'apgement"v'coptinueg to
be acquiesced in by all parties, until the 14th of May, 1845, when
difficulties having arisen from the proximity of the Indians to the
whites, it was modified by establishing a neutral territory of twenty
miles in width along the entire border of the territory allotted to the
Indians. This was effected by an order from the General Land Of-
fice, approved by Robert J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and

James K. Polk, President of the United States, If there was any -
thing wrong in this procéeding, therefore, the fanlt belongs, not .to-

the present officers of the Government, but to those who were itq
authors. And it may be a matter of surprise.to some why there
should be this hot haste for immediate action, which will not'brook
a fortnight delay for deliberation after a patient acquiescence ofnear
ten years in the policy originated and adhered to by former admin.
istrations.” It is difiicuit to decide uponthe most striking feature of
the foregoing paragraphs ; whether it be the unhesitating assumption
that Florida has, for ten years patiently acquiesced—wheéther if she

had done so, she would be displaying any great degree of hot hastg -

in now seeking to terminate this state of things, or whether it be an
implied apology, for totally changing the character of.the *“arrange:
ment,” and for rendering that state of things, which' circumstances
‘at the time seemed to make expedient, and which was expressly.
temporary, fixed and permanent. Further examination of the sub-
ject will convince you, I think, that this suggestion of * patieni ac.
quiescence” of the people of Florida, is unfounded. If such has
been the construction put upon their course, I am neither surprised
that the treaty stipulations with the Seminoles have not been egfor-
ced nor that the suggestions of Florida’s representatives so long re-
mained unheeded. In the letter of the Secretary of War of May

29, 1849, to the Hon. Secretary Ewing, recommending the employ- .

ment of the Indian delegation which soon after arrived in Florids,
he says “ the events now in progress plainly indicate that should.
they (the Indians) remain in Florida, they will require, at no distant-
day, the protection of the United States.” I trust, sir, that no such

contingency as this is now entertained. The people of Florida, . so.
far {rom patiently acquiescing, in any arrangement for their presence
in the State, have never contemplated the possibility that they would .

not be removed. Patient acquiescence! If the oft repeated and in=

dignant remonstrances 0f the people throughout the State against -
the omission of the Government to remove the Indians—if the Uni--
ted voice of the people, the press, the Legislature and the Executive
of Florida, protesting against “their presence, be evidenee of this pa:.

tient-acquiescence, then is yourassumption sustained. Thearrange-

ment made with them by Gen. Worth was expressly temporary.—< -
They were to be suffered “ for a while to plant and hunt ; and.the
people, though fully covinced of the impolicy of this concession;.
were assured of the Government’s- determination to remove'thiem:

speedily.
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- The arrangement was dictated by what was supposed :te be the .

interest of the Treasury, and not by the.interest of I‘f’ﬂlorid-a-,‘.and‘_thp

“only part of that arrangement expressly involving the least benefi to

her has never been g¢arried out. ‘The Hon. Jno C. Spencer, Secre-
tary of War, in a letter to Maj. Gen. Scott, dated 10th May, 1842,
says, ““ anxious to curtail the extraordirary expenses incident io the

. wagfare and sincerely desirous’ of promoting peace, the President di-

wects that Col. Worth be authorized, as soon as he should deem it ex-
pedient, to declare that hostilities against the Indians in Florida have
ceased, and that they will not be renewed, unless provoked by new ag-
gressions on their part. . Butit is deemed advisable that a_force equal
to at least two regiments be retained to form a cordon or line of protec-
tion, for the froniier settlements.” It is hardly necessary to say that
the two regiments were tiot retained ; or that no cordon or line of
protection for the citizens, and éspecially for those who made settle~
ments upon the faith of this arrangement, was ever established. = -
T will not attempt to recite she many appeals made by my Stat_e'\
to the General Government upon this subject; but I will call your
attention to a few facts-which exhibit anything but  patient acqui-
escence.” The General Assembly of Florida, on the 15th of March,
1844, on the 27th of February, 1845, on the 18th of Decem-
ber; 1846, on the 4th of Janury 1848, and on the 13th January 1849,
passed Resolutions which were submitted to Congress and which
were placed in the Departments, calling the attention-of the Govern,

" ment to the urgent necessity of removing the Indians from the Siate;

-and within the last two years, a special delegation of her citizens
was sent to Washington to press the matter, and its communication
upom the subjectis on file in your Department. On the 31st of Jan-
vary, 1849, the Legislature passed a preamble and resolution urgiog
upon the General Government the necessity of confining them with-
in their preseribed limits; and on the 12th of July, 1849, they sud-
denly, and without the least provocation or warning, attacked the-
settlement at Indian river, killed one citizen, severely wounded ano-
ther, and burnt and pillaged their dwellings; and at abont the same
time they attacked aud burnt the trading store on Pease Creek. A

~reference to the files of your Departmert will show that payment

for these depredations was demanded and denied by the Indian Bu.-
reau, upon the ground that the law regulating trade and intercourse
with the Indian tribes did not extend to Florida. The Executive of
the-State and its delegation in Congress renewed their appeals to
the Government; and: the protracted negotiations between Gen.
Twiggs and Billy Bowlegs, and the intervention of an Indian -dele-

“gation from the West—which were terminated by his absolute and

defiant refusal to leave the country—were the results. On the 27th
Mareh, 1850, Gen. Twiggs announced to the Secretary of War that
Bowlegs, in whom he “had placed the greatest trust” had suddenly
broken off all intercourse and returned with his people to theswamps;
and on the 15th of Apnl; 1850, he wrote - to the Secretary of War
Appendiz T a
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thiat “all hopes of the peaceful emigration of the Indians were at an
énd; that it would be folly to falk to them any longer upon the sub:
ject, and that if the Government designed to remove them by -force
he wass ready to commence. ' - B
On the 5th of September and 22d October, 1850, the Executive
of the State addressed two urgent appeals to the Secretary of War,
reviewing the conduct of the Indians, and insisting upon the nefs.
sity of rémoving them. Are these facts which are all: well known
to the Government, nothing more than the evidence of * patient ac-
guiescence 7 ~ Worth’s arrangement was unavoidably continued by
the necessary employment of our troops in those stirring events in
Mexico which shed s6 much lustre upon the administration of James
. K. Polk. Our proposition was to survey the Indian- District begir:
" ning with the Reserve. You decline to do so, and staté that these
lands are,in the main, swamp lands, unfit for eultivation. I do not
understand the means by which you bave arrived at this conclusion.
But a small portion of the Reserve has ever been examined or" sur-
veyed, and none of the Indian District has, to my knowledge, been
éxamined or surveyed by Government eniployees, and our. citizens
who have examined it describe it differently. But if they are swamp
lands, an additional reason for their survey, by township lies, a3
prescribed by law, exists, in order that the State may not be deprived
of the benefit of them by neglect of the Government to enforce the
treaty stipulations for removal of the Indians. By the Act of Con-
gress approved 28th September, 1850, the overflowed and swamp
Iands unfit for cultivation, were vested in the State from the passage
of the Act; and I would ask with what propriety can the Govern-
ment assign these very lands to the Indians, and preclude their rectamas.
tion or occupation, .and thus deprive the State of all the benefits de-
signed to be conferred by the Act. Believing that the measure re-
commended to your consideration, if properly conducted, would aid
in convincing the Indians of the policy of removing from the State,
I regret that you have not deemed it expedient to adopt it. Itis
very desirable that hostilities with thein should be avoided; and the
srvey of the country which they occupy, but to which their title is
extinguished, is 2 peaceful measure, and it would show them that
we look forward to the time when the lands must be sold and océu-
pied. ‘But whether peacefully or otherwise, they should be removed;
and if force has to be employed, the most effectual would be theri-
fles of Florida and Georgia. ’
In adverting to the publication of my note of the 2d inst., in the
New York Herald, you observe, “I have no comment to offer’ on’
the course you have thought proper to adopt on this subject. Of
_ this, the public, to whom youhave thus appealed, must judge.” Iam

happy to say to you that, differing with you, as I have heretofore st _

ted upon some points, and regretting that you have neither adopted
the course suggested by the Florida delegation nor acquainted it
" 'with your own views with regard to the Indians, your abstaining '
. . .

. will be remembered.

&1

from eommerit.upon the publication of my note, mests my ecordial

approval; and that I regazd it as the evidence of a just appreciation
of our relative positions and duties. : B
+ "With great respect, . ' .
- " 1 have the honor to be, Your obedient servant, -

W - (Signed) - S. R. MALLORY. '

Letter from Mr. Cabell to the Governor. . -
v House or RErREsENTATIVES, Jan. 14, 1852. -
. "My Dear Sir : I am in receipt of your communication of 14th:in-
stant; enclosing copies of letters from J. Summerlin, Esqr., and Dr.
A Braden, which I have transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior;,
and earnestly urged action in the premises. I hope to be able to
gend yoi, in a fow days, the result of this. application to the Execu-
tive. "I think there will be an agreement among us all, Governor,
Senators and Representative, as to the best'plan to be adopted.

" Ihave given notice of a bill to Survey the Indian country, and
only wait the action of the Department to present-it. . o
1 have presented the petitions of Bray and Ballard, and hope they

? Yours, very truly, -

“E. C. CABELL.

~ Gov. Tromas Brown. -

. From J.J. Marshall to (;overnor Brown. oo -
' New Suyrna, Fra., January 26th, 1852,

" ... ‘Gov. Brown, Sir :—1I heard a few days ago, that a half dozen

;zv_hi-t_e men of the Fort Gatlin setilement in the South-west part’ of
this (Orange) County, had recently driven in from the head waters
of the St. Johns, one hundred and twenty hogs, belonging to the In-
diang ; and that the same persons would go again, soon, to drivé in
more hogs, and ponies also. e

. The excuse of A. Jernigan, (who T suppose heads the party,)is, .

that the Indians have killed his cattle. My information was received
through our Sheriff’ elect, Elijah Watson, of Enterprise, Fla., who,
was at Jernigan’s at the time, and may be relied on. IR
.. Messrs. J..D. Sheldon, D. Dummett, and- M. O. Burnham, all
#well acquainted v-ith the Indian character, think that the hidians will
Certainly retaliate. ) N
., 1f prompt measures be not taken to repress these outrages, I fear
a.conflict will be inevitable. Respectfully yours, ’
. JOHN J. MARSHALL. *
5 P, 8. I have communicated this information to the Solicitor, but
it wag deemed proper to write to you also.

From the Govérnor to John J. Marshall, Esqr.
. Execurive DepsrtuEnT, FLoRiDA,
AR Tallahassee, February 10th; 1852. s
Dear Sir :=Your letter of thé 26th ‘of January, was received by
the last mail. I have received lettors from several other personson
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tlhie same subject; and oné frotn Mr. &, Jernigan,.giving me an-aé
‘count of a scout which he had just made on the head of the St: John’s
River. He says he saw Indian signs and some Poney- tracks;and
at their Camps heef bones, which he considered evidence of their
having destroyed Stock. But he sdid nothing about his having cap-.
tured any hogs. If these Indians are strollers, outside of their boun:
dary, I cannot suppose that they could properly have stock with thém ;
I think it, therefore, probable if they had hogs with' them, that they
were stolen from the settlements. I presume this must he the small
band of Indians called by Bowlegs,  outsiders,”” and which he calle

on Col. Winder to capture and send in to him in Irons. If so, it
must be a very small band, and not capable of doing much damage

.- o the settlements, as they could not expect any help from the other
.. Indians, and T suspect will he very glad to keep out ofthe way ofthe

“Whites ; yet it would be proper for the people on the frontier to be
on their guard ; and if danger should be apprehended, to embody the

Militia in the vicinity, which the Militia Law authorizes and provides -

for in cases of sudden or apprehended invasion. - ' :

- I have replied to all who have written to mé on this subject, and

dvised this course, and have expressed my regret that anything
ghould be done by the settlers on the frontier, which would have a
tendency to provoke the Indians to retaliate, or would be calculated
“to retard the measures now in progress for the peaceable removal of
the Indians by the General Government. . _
T have seen in the Newspapers that Gen. Blake, the Special Agent
‘employed by the Government to remove the Indians, had arrived at
New Orleans with a deputation of Western Indians, and probably
by this time has reached Florida, and although I confess -1 have not
much confidence in the success of the scheme, I am willing to give
it a fair experiment. ’
propriation for their immediate and forcible’ removal, and I thiok it
will be granted, -particularly if this contract with Gen. Blake should
fail. We shall have no quiet till these Indiaris are all out of Florida,

. and the General Goverment is bound to see it done, for the State has

not the means to accomplish it. I feel great anxiety for the condi:

. tion of the people on the frontier, and have ' continually nrged theig
. exposed situation upon the Authorities at Washington ; and | have -

strong hopes that something speedily;will be done ; and in the mezn-

time, I will do everything in my power for the safety and protection’

of the people on the exposed portions of the frontier. . ST
I am, Very Respectfully, .

» Your most ob’t. Servant, &e., ’

Jorn J. MamsgaLr, Esqr. '

€ -

THOS. BROWN. >

-From A. Jernigan to Governor Brown. o

. " Jernieaw, Fra., January 19th, 1852.

His: Excellency, Troxas BRownN, GovERNoR OF FLORIDA, . ~:f .
" Dear Sir i<l liave just returned from off & scout—I saw'no Hus.

r

¢

I am, however, urging upon Congress an ap:
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dians; but an‘abundance of their signs, I was near the St. Johns-
River about two townships south of this: there I savw the signs of a

large body of Indians: They-appear to be méstly mounted, and we saw

their poney. tracks within the range of out stock; and béef bones near

their campsa’ The mail has just got in from Tampa, and the mail ri-

der fells me that he saw the lights of their fire on each side of the-
toad, last night, while on his way here.’ . ) _

"> There have already five families left their homes, four. of whom

have. entirely left the neighborhood, and the mail contractor has -

just informed me that he-would not sepd .the mail through to Tampa
any.more until the times looked less alarming. I hope your Excel-

- lency will view our situation in the proper light, and send a sufficient

force to keep them within their own bounds at least.. I have a small

force and shall do 4ll that lies in my power to protect the inhabitlant;s ‘
ofthis vicinity. T should have raised the force agreeable to your or-

der, but I held no commission as required. by the militi.a law, an'-d
thought in that case, that I had better reportto you by mail and await
your further instructions ; and should your Excellency do me the favor
to give me a commission to raise a company to protect the frontjer or
to assist in removing the Indians beyond the limits of our State, I will

.- agsure your Excellency that I will have a company in the field at the
“ghortest notice, and will pledge myself to perform good and efficient

-getvice, I éouldkeep a force in the field in active service, sufficient

forthe protection of this vicinity, for some two months, without_the

- "Jook of pay but for the scarcity of provisions); there, was ‘but little

Jorn-made in this vicinity last year, and none can be ohtained here,
e . T have the honor to be very respectfully, -
o Your Excellency’s most gb’dt serv’t,.
L A. JERNIGAN. .
From the Governor to Capt. Jernigan: o
" Execurive DEPARTMENT, %
Tallzhassee, February, 10, 1852.

+ 1
’

- :,‘):.‘.Deary'(;S'ir : Your letter of the 19th January was received by the

. Jast'mail, and by. the mail previously, I received a letter ﬁ:om."Mr?
Davxid Provence, of Ocala, dated the 22d January, communicating a

o ;‘_egl)ort' which he had just received from a man named ¢ Harvey,”

who had reached that. plice with another man, directly from your
feighborhood. . This man says that he was with you on'a hunt, with'

§ix others, when you came upon a party éf Indians and killed four of -

them, and eaptured some hundred and twenty hogs and some poneys,
and that the settlement was in great alarm, fearing that the Indians
"would retaliate, and that he and several others had fled from the get-

' “tlement on that account.

«+ Mr, Provence’s object in writing to me was.that 1 should author:

- jzer him t6 go into the settlement, and if necessary, raise a Company
" fgr;the protection of the people.. But, I replied to him, if there was
an¥, trith in the report, I knew you would give me, a full account of




PRl hAns

I
T TER e

'
K

P Ty

2.4

e~k

.--—_,.,_

e

e =i mw s e o

54

it, and if there was any danger.apprehended to the settlement, you
Under the existing -

had authority to.call out men Yor iits. protection. .
ldws, I have no- authonty to commission officers until they aré elee-
ted by the men. . This is the Militia regulation; and under the agt
of the last session of the General Assembly authorizing me to raige
a regiment of Mounted.Volunteers for the purpose of removing the
Indmns, should the General Government make provision for that
purpose, the same rule is required, that the men shall elect their offi-
«cers ; but in case of an attack by the Indians, or of danger threat,

ened, the case would be different.
appoint some one to command, 'if there were no commissioned officers

in the district ;-
_there would. he no time for delay, and self-defence is the first law ot
nature. But you ought to have commissioned Militia officers in every
district on the frontier. I have called on the Generals and Com.
manders of regiments, repeatedly, to have the. Militia properly organ;
ized, and if they will not attend to their. duty, cr if there is none to
pelform it, if the people will assemble and elect officers, and repolt
their names to me, I will commission them immediately. ‘
The State has not the means to send troops to the frontier for lt,s
protection, at this time. All the money in the Treasury would nof

be sufficient to supply sustenance for a regiment of mounted men;

‘for ten days. You say provisions are scarce in your vicinity. They
-would, therefore, have to be transported from a distance at a’ heavy

expense. I am now urging upon Congress to make an appropriation

‘for that purpose, and have great confidence that it will soon be done} -
and, in the meantime, the active men on the frontier. must makeé-

suitable provision for iis defence, in case of actual danger.
I suppose the Indians, whose signs you have seen, must be the

band called by Bowlegs ' outsiders,” and which he called on Col.
Of course, it cannot -

Winder to capture and send in to him in irons.
be large, and being outlawed by their nation, they would hardly at-

tempt an attack on the settlements, but would rather be glad to keep.

" out of the way of the whites. ’
the frontier, from persons who think the hogs you have captured be-
longed to the Indians ; but if they are outside of their boundai'y,"}_:' _

I have received several letters from

cannot see what business they have with stock with them. I think

The people could assemble and

any one could act in a case of emergency, because -

the greater. pr obablhty is, that if they had hogs, they stole them ﬁom Y

the settlements.

- I have seen in the newspapers that'Gen. Blake, the Speclal Agent )

employed by the General Government to remove the Indians, had:
arrived in New Orleans, with a deputation of western Indians,-and
perhaps, before this timie, he has reached Florida.-
confess I have not' much confidence in the sucecess of his scheme,
yet I hope he will be allowed to make & fair experiment, so that in:
the event of his failure, there may be no grounds for charging it te
any improper interference on the part of the settlers on the frontier.
“Pherefore, I trust that whilst proper steps are taken fo guard and

protect the ﬁ'ontler, and to prevent any depreda.tlous from the Indiara

And although-F. -~

t'rlbsstm averkthe;]r, ‘boundary, that nothing will be done,; urmeces;a-

rily, to-provoke them to rétahatlon or to ive caus

agamst ithe whites, - - ’ £ : 0f Oml-)la’mf
From-the mformatlon I have :recently 1ecewed from Washlngton

Fhave great-confidence in the: opinion: that Congress will make-an

fippropriation for'the immediate removal of the Indians, if the cou

trict with General Blake does not meet with immediate success ;

* @nd,’in that’ ‘event, State volunteels ‘will  he raised. for that pmpose

#nd Lsshall-take all I can get from the fro
ntier: ‘86 that, if you have
g idea of -raising a conipany, youa had better-keep the. me)r; in rea.

diness. They will ahswer for any emergency that may-oceur, and

fqu will-be in-readinéss, should an - ‘appropriation be made for any
11 to be immediately mnstered into, service.

the officers must be elected and: feomziswned
) althougl
of; emerrrency, they could.act without a formal elect'i%rll zl\ruldac?::
- miission; I am, very respectfully, yours'traly,
' Capt?a,m A JERNIGAN THOS BROWN

From H E Osteen to the Governor, .
MELLO‘WILLE, January 19th 1852

Hrs Exce]lency, THOMAS BnowNGmemox of Florida:’

and has taken from the Indians 120 Lead of'horrs that ] have no doubt

t!le Pdlans will have satisfaction for their- Jost hogs, ‘and’we appre-
h there is dangel of their making.an attack on the frontier. - The
Indians were out. of their boundary, and from what s signs have been

segn, they have been there for a. length of timé. ‘'The names of the ~

men that weré on the scout were as follows :- Aaron- Jemlgan, Sen.;

A;uon Jeuugan, Jr., Isaac Jemlgan, John_ B. Patrick, Owen Slm- '

mons and Neadham' Yeats, making six in_number.
As I am of opinion that there WI%

the frontier in 4 short time, I ask your Excellency for an order.to
zaise. o company for the protection of the frontier. I .can raise a
company in a short time, and I shall commence enroﬂmg men as fast
@s 'I can for the p1 otection of the ﬁontler, as the peop]e ars very mhcb
¢dnfused at this time, and unless we have protection ver ry isoon the;
Yill have to leave the country for the Indians. Please give your my;
tecnon taus. Tam snr, your most. obedient servant, B
H. E. 0% I‘EEN

. o From the Governor to. Mr. Osteen
Saei. . Exscurive DEPABTMEVT, FLORIDA,? '
an-

Tallahassee, Feb. 10, 1852
. Dear Sir: 1 recelved by the last mail your letter of the 19th

wary, and I also received one from Capt Jermgan, relating to the. -

same subJect to which I Have replied.

at. I would remark, béfore ‘you could be mustered into servwe '

o S” —Capt A. Jernigan has . ‘Been - out on the’ St. JohnéRlver »

was the proper: ty of the Indians; and'the peop]e are'well aware' that

be some hostilities commrtted on

EEE TR
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* gettlements. o . , o
-I have no authority to issue an order to any one to raise a compas-
nf§. By the Militia law of this State, in case of an-invasion ox din;

- and in the meantime you might be getting your company in rgadi-

o
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I should regret, exceedingly, if anything were to occur on fﬂi‘é“‘part

-of the frontier settlers to provoke the:-Indiaps ‘to acts’ of hostility,

which might interrupt any arrangément on the part:of the General
Governinent for their peaceable removal. "I have seen in the New
Orleans papers that Gen. Blake, the Special Agent employed by the
Government to remove the Indians, had arrived in that place with:a
deputation of:-western.Indians, and it is probable, by this time,.h
has arrived in Florida ; and, although I have but little hopes-of “hig
success, yet [ trust there will be no cause given -for charging ‘his
failure to any act on the part of the people on the. frontier. - 'T'am
now urging upon Congress an appropriation for the immediate remo-
val of the Indians, and if this scheme of Gen. Blake’s fails, after:a
fair experiment, I have no doubt thé appropriation will be made, :
gpeedy steps be taken to effect their removal. .
T cannnt suppose, however, that much danger to the- settlements
need be apprehended from this litile- band called by Bowlegs ‘:outs
siders,”” and which he wanted Col. Winder'to capture and deliver.-to

_him in irons. They must be few in inumber, and*would hardly. make
_an attack on the settlements, knowing that they would not bé sup.

ported by the other Indians.’ I think the.greater probability is that
they will take good care to keep out of the way of the'whites, who
will, of course, he on their guard and keep a look-out for them. .-
- If these Indians are strictly outside of their boundary, I cannot see

how théy could have a stock of hogs with themn. If any hogs werd

taken from them, I think it most probable they were stolen from the

ger threatened, any Militia officer in the vicinity can call out ih8

- Militia to protect the frontier ; but all Militia-officers must be "él_e'cteﬂ'

before T can commission them. If there are no “officers in commis-
sion in your district, on an election heing made, and. returns:to nie,
the commission will be immediately issued:.: S K R

'The last Legislature authorized mé {o raise a regiment of Moun- ~

ted Volunteers for the purpose of removing the Indians, if the Gene:
ral Government. would make siitable provisions—and I am now i
correspondence on that subject, and have strong-hopes that-it will
soon be done. DBut if it is not very soon done, the State must take

the matter in hand ; buit still it will be-necessary that some provision
- be made for the support of the troops which may be called into the
service, for the Treasury of the State would not be adequate ‘to-tén,

days’ support of a regiment on the frontier, at the heavy expense,
which would be required for transportation.  Troops could not-be
kept on the frontier without supplies, which must be obtained at
great expense, and that is the reason why the General Government
1is urged to make an appropriation, and which, I believe, will very
'soon be done. As soon as it is done you shall be apprised of _g:‘;

nesa, if you desired {o raise one, which would serve for present emer

he
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gency if one should occur, and be ready to be mustered into service
at once shouid a call be made. But, I would remark, before you
could be mustered into service, the company must elect their officers
to be commissioned.

I am, very respectfully, yours very truly,

THOMAS BR .
Mr. H. E. Osteew. OWN

[From General Hopkins to Governor Brown.]
ParaTia, Febr

To his Excellency Tsomas Browy :— ’ uary 14, 1852
My Dmar Sz :—I herewith enclose, for your counsideration, a
copy of a letter from Captain Hughey, residing above Lake Mon-
roe. I have received lately many similar letters from his vicinity.
You are aware I have no authority to’comply with his eall, unless
thiough your orders. J ernigan has, beyond doubt, slain two or more
Indians, and report says he acts by your orders. This I doubt
however. If measures are not speedily taken to suppress this bor-
der warfare, we shall be prematurely involved in a war that will de-
populate our frontier, and cause hundreds to quit the country.—
Without the aid (pecuniary) from the United States, it would be
folly to embark in such an expedition, May I suggest to you the

policy of sending a special agent into that section, accompanied b
a guard of some ten men ; and, if necessary, have a talk with the
scattered Indians—at the same time investigating the conduct of
Jernigan and others in relation thereto—the State paying their ac-
tual expenses. If you so determine, [ offer my services. I have no
doubt our citizens alluded to had been much annoyed by the Indiang,
and they have only done their duty in killing them, as a matter of
self-defence: still, State policy requires an impartial investigation
and suppression of hostilities, until we are hetter prepared. I am
particularly interested, having both my sons now in the wilderness
near their border, (surveying)—a general out-break would inevita.

bly destroy them hoth. ~A speedy reply is respectfully solicited.
I remain, dear sir, yours very traly,
B. HOPKINS.

_N. B. By steamboat I can reach in two days within three days’
ride of the section of country where the trouble exists ; and, if neces.
sary, shall I order out a small force for the defence of the inhabi-
tants?  You know this is the beginning of the crop season, and if
the people are driven from their homes, they will suffer for the ensu-
lng two years, if the coming erop is lost. Your orders and sugges.
tions will be punctually obeyed.

(corr.)
. MriLonvirie, February 10, 1852,
Sir :—Jernigan has been with the Indians again.  He has cap-

tured two, and they think another was killed. The war is opened
: Appendixz 8 -
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‘—the war hoop has been heard in our land. We know not what
to de, or may become of our families. We want aid speedily: we
think our families are in great danger. - Yours truly,

{Sigued,) JOHN HUGHEY.
To General B. Horrins. '

[From Governor Brown to General Hopkins.}

Execurive DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA,
Tallahassee, February 21, 1852. 2

My Dear Str :—1I have received by the mail of this morning
your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing the eopy of a letter ad-
dresged to you by Captain John Hughey, of Mellonville.

I have received some half dozen letters from persons on the In-
dian frontier making the same complaint of the movements-of Cap-
tain Jernigan—some charging that he had killed as many as four
Indians. I have no douht there is much exaggeration in the whole
of these accounts.

I have received letters from Captain Jernigan, detailing the result
of his scouts. In the first, he had six men with him, and saw In.
dian trails, and found some of their camps, and drove off some hogs,
but saw no Indians. Inthe second scout, he was joined by five
men from Tampa, making about twelve men in the party. They
fell in with, and captured without injury, 2 warrior, his wife and child
and an old squaw, (mother of his wife,) and saw another Indian at a,.
distance, who from his manner, led them to believe there were other
Indizns near him ; and refusing to surrender, he was fired at as he ran,
by one of the party : but, having a saddle on his back, which he drop.
ped, it was found that the ball struck the saddle, without hurting the
indian ; subsequently the warior and his wife escaped, leaving in
the possession of the party the squaw and the child. I have no
doubt that this small band of Indians, who have been intruding on
the settlements, compose the band called by Bowlegs “ outsiders,”
whom he wanted Colonel Winder to capture and send in to him. [
therefore cannot think there is much danger to be apprehended from
them, as they are outlawed by their own iribe, and I imagine would
be very glad to keep out of the way of the whites. But to those
who have written to me, expressing alarm for the safety of the set-.
tlements, I have replied, referring them to the provisions of the Mil-
itia Laws of this State in cases of sudden or threatened invasion,
and have advised them to be prepared and on their gnard, if they
have cause to apprehend danger; and have said that, if the Indiany
would pass over their boundary, to the terror of the settlements, they
must ahide the consequences. ’

This is the sum of all the orders given by me to Captain Jerni-
gan. The report in the «“ News,” that I have given Captain Jernigan
(Erdeils ::‘0 raise 2 Company of Mounted Volunteers, is wholly un:
ounded.

I agree in the propriety of your suggestion, of sending a special
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agent to the frontiet to enquire into these matters; and you are,
therefore, hereby appointed to the performance of that duty, with
such a guard as in your judgment you may deemn necessary. You
will enquire into and obtain all the facts in regard to the complaints
made against the movements of Captain ‘Jernigan, or any other
white men on the frontier. You will endeavor to hold a talk with
any of the Indians who have crossed- over their line intd the white
settlements, and if you can prevail on any of them to surrender, or
can get possession of any of them, you will, with the old woman
and chi'd captured by Captain Jernigan, cause them to he delivered
to any United States Officer or Indian Agent at the nearest military
post fo you, seeing that no violence is done to them, and thatno
property belonging to them is taken away from them. You will
also aseertain what military force the United States have on the In-
dian border—its number, the distance between the posts occupied,
and its capacity to protect the frontier settlements from Indian dep-
redation and outrages. All of which you will make due report of
to me.

If there is not a sufficient force of United States troops on the
Indian frontier for the protection of the settlements, and you have
cause to believe there is imminent danger of invasion er attack from
the Indians, you will order out the militia of the vicinity, as provided
by the Militia Law of this State, for their protection, until a suffi-
cient force can be assembled for their relief.

Relying upon your judgment and discretion, you have full and am-
ple authority to adopt such measures as yon may deem n ecessary for
the protection and security of the people on the exposed portions of
the frontier, seeing at the same time that no act is done, not required
by the necessity of the case, which would have a tendency to pro-
vole the Indians to acts of hostility, or which would be likely to
interrupt the arrangements which the General Government has now
in progress for their removal. I am, with high respect,

Your most obedient, &ec.,
Major General B. Horxrns, THOS. BROWN.
Second Division Florida Militia.

[Extract from a letter to the Executive from Capt. Aaron Jarnigan.]
Oranee Counry, February 9, 1852.

« On the 2d February (instant) I left again, accompanied with five
men from Tampa, (one of whom was Captain Sparkman,) making
my command in all twelve men, for the purpose of closely exam-
ining our cattle range. At or about twenty miles South and East,
saw signs of Indian feet, and followed their trail at a brisk rate for
sbout fifteen miles westerly, when we came up to them, having pre-
viously passed many recently deserted camps. The party consisted
of one warrior, his wife, mother and child, whom we captured. Luck-
ily, having a good interpreter with us, (Mr. Kendrick,) we were en-
abled to glean some information from them. The Indian stated that
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a tribe of Miccesukies were near him, who kill “ white man’s cows
plenty”— who drive off plenty cows”-—* ke don’t do it”—informa-
tion which I beleive to be correct ; for out of 2,000 head of cattle,
I doubt whether I could find half now. On this warrior was found
8 paper purporting to be an order on the Quartermaster for com-
pensation for thirty-three hogs delivered at Fort Meade, with the
signature so torn that we could not make it out. This satisfied e
that he was one of those who agreed to emigrate some two years ago.
The Indian called himself a brother-in-law of Bowlegs, and said that

the Miccosukies stay most of their time on Lake , {pointing

South.)

“ Forcing the warrior to pilot us, we had proceeded westwardly
only a few miles when we discovered them. It being then night,
we agreed to wait till day-light, as the ground would not admit of
night work. In the morning, leaving the prisonersin charge of
Capt. 8., I proceeded with three men cautiously to their camp, but
found them absent, apparently hunting, as their things were laid up
out of the reach of their hogs. Leaving four men at this place con-
cealed, taking three with me, I found it here necessary to dismount
to trail them, and had gone but a short distance when we heard the
war-whoop, and saw Capt. S. in full chase of an Indian, but lost him,
owing to the multiplicity of bay-galls near us. Separating  again,
in about half an hour Capt. 8. saw another, who evidently was hos-
tile, as he would neither lay down his arms nor come up, Capt. 8.

presuming there were others near him in ambush from his conduct.

On the arrival of Capt. Summerlin, the Indian ran, with a saddie on
his back, and was fired upon by Capt. Sparkman, causing the saddle
to fall with a ball hole in it, which evidently saved this Indian,
Capt. Summerlin also fired at too long a shot. Being now near the
South end of Lake Topekelega, the signs of Indians were becoming
thicker, together with hogs, cattle, and poney signs in abundance.
Deeming it proper to separate my command again, I left the prison-
ers with Capt. 8., with five men, just sufficient to drive the hogs and
carry off the baggage of the prisoners, as I did not wish them to
lose anything, and had promised this to them.

“While I was absent, I regret to state that the warrior and his
wife escaped from Capt. Sparkman, while leading them through a
thicket, leaving an aged squaw, his mother and ehild, about one and
a half years old, behind. He was fired at by Mr. Kendrick, but
without doubt missed. I think it proper to state that Captain S. was
compelled to be off his guard, as we had no provisions,and I had di-
rected him to kill the first heef of-mine he should see, for us, which
made it necessary at times to be a little distance from them.

“The Indians were treated by us with kindness. I told them
plainly that we would do them no harm, but would send them to
their agent at Tampa—that they were out of their boundary, and
killing our eattle, which made us take them prisoners. I was

particular in explaining to them that we did this on our own indi-
vidual responsibility, so as not to compromise the United States ar
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our State in the matter. This Indianleft his poney and rifle with
us—what shall I do with them ¢ ;

““'The squaw and child are at my house, and will keep them until
I hear from the agents. «“ AARON JERNIGAN.”

[From Captain Jernigan to Governor Brown.]
Jerniean, Froripa, February 16, 1852.
Hig Excellency Tromas Brown,
Governor of Florida :

Drar Sir :—On Tuesday, the 24th instant, I shall organize a
company of eighty men, rank and file, agreeable to the last Acts of
the Legislature. I am at a loss how to obtain supplies until I can
hear from you again, but shall try to obtain them by pledging of
myself with the State: as, under the present depressed situation of
thig vieinity and the frontier generally, I think that the services of a
full company is indispensable, and do not think that one company
is safficient for the emergency of the case; as, from what I have
already seen and what I know of the locality of the country, I do
not think that I would be at all out of the way in saying that at
least one half the tribe is out side of their boundary, unless they be
more numerous than the usual estimate of the United States officers.

I shall, under the present depressed condition of this vicinity, take
the responsibility of ealling into service waggons and teams suffi-
cient for the transportation of supplies necessary for my command,
having full confidence that your Excellency will have an officer dis-
patched to furnish me the necessary supplies and transportation, as
goon as you are apprized that I am in the field; and hope, at the
same time, that your Excellency will recognize my acts, in regard
to the purchase of supplies and bire of waggons, all of which shall
be economical.

I also have to inform you that on Monday, the 9th instant, while
1 was absent at Mellonville after my mail, the old Indian squaw that
T had brought in on the day before hung herself, while left alone in
a little house for some twenty or thirty minutes. It appears that
among their plunder which I allowed them to take along was some
strings cut off of a Bear skin: she took one of these and fastened
one end over head, and put the other end around her neck, with a
8lip noose, and swung off, and choked herself to death, '

- I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
' Your obedient servant,
A. JERNIGAN.

[From Governor Brown to Captain Jernigan.)
Execorrve Deparruent, Fronins,
o o Tallahassee, Febrnary 27, 1852. %
. 'Dzar Sir:—Your letter of the 16th instant was received by the
last mail. I have given no authority to raise Volunteers under the
Aot of the last General Assembly. That Act authorizes the raising
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of ““a Regiment of Mounted Volunteers, to be commanded by one
Colonel,” &e., and is a special Aet, to be put into foree upon cir-
cumstances contingent : “ to co-operate with any forece of United
States troops which the President may order to Florida for the pur-
pose of removing the Indians,” after corresponding with the author.
fties of the proper Departments at Washington and obtaining an
appropriation for that purpose, and which I am now urgiog upon
Congress; and until the result of my application-is known, I cannot
authorize the raising of Volunteers under that Act. But any of the
Militia which you may be under the necessity of raising for the im-
mediate protection of the frontier settlements, will ‘be received as
Volunteers, if that Regiment is ordered to be raised, provided they
are able bodied men, acquainted with the woods, -7
If it is necessary to assemble a Militia force for the immediate
‘protection of the frontier, it must be done in accordance te the pro-
visions of the General Militia Law, to which I referred you in mj
former letters, and to which I will again more particularly refer you,
which says: “If a sudden invasion or insurrection shall take place
or be threatened on any portion of the State, the commanding offi;
cer of the Militia, or any portion thereof adjacent thereto, shall be,
and he is hereby, authorized and enjoined to order out the Militia
under his command to repel or suppress the same ; and troops thus

ordered into service shall be subject to, and governed by, the Rules

and Articles of War of the Government of the United States, and
shall be entitled to all the pay and emoluments of the same while so
in service ; and the said officer shall forthwith report the same to his
ecommanding officer, and to the Executive by express.” See Acts of
Adjourned Session of the General Assembly, 1845, Page 88, Rule
9 of the 35th Section, Chapter 39. T

Troops so called into service must, of course, be discharged as
soon as the necessity ceases. But having received repeated and nu-
merous letters from persons situated on the frontier, expressing fears

«for their safety on account of the movements of the Indians, and as

you informed me that there were no officers of the Militia in your
distriet in commission, I have ordered Major General Hopkins to re-
pair to the frontier for the purpose of seeing into the condition of
things, and if he thinks danger is to be apprehended, for the security of
the settlements to call out a force of the Militia sufficient for their
protection, and also to organize them and superintend the election
of proper officers, and repors their names to me for commission ; and
I refer you to him for orders and instructions.

The tragical manner of the death of the unforiunate Indian wo-
man which you have reported, is very much to be regretied. I hope
she was treated kindly, and that you will have the child taken care
of until it can be delivered into proper hands. I do not doubt your
good treatment towards these unfortunate beings, but it is my daty
to require that in all instances where they are captured that they be
¢reated with kindness and humanity, especially the women and ehil-
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dren, until they can be delivered up to some United States officer or
person authorized to take charge of them,

I have seen by the newspapers that three eompanies of United
Btates troops have arrived in Florida, and I have information that
General Blake, with a deputation of Indians from the West, have
arrived at Tampa for the purpose of trying to remove the Indians
peaceably. These movements, I hope, will have the effect to allay
the anxiety which has prevailed, and render the embodying of the
Militia unnecessary to protect the frontier.

' ' I am, respectfully and truly,
Your most obedient, &ec.,
: THOS. BROWN.
" Captain'A. JERNIGAN. :

[From Governor Brown to General Hopkins.]

Execurive DerarTMENT, FLORIDA, }

Tallahassee, Febuary 29, 1852.
.Dear S :—I have received a letter from Capt. Jernigan inform-
ing me that he was about to raise a company of mounted volunteers
of eighty men, under the Act of the last General Assembly. Hav-
ing given him no such authority, I have writien to him, that I have
sént. you to the frontier to look into the state of things there, and if
you think the safety of the people on the frontier is threatened by
the Indians, that you have the authority to call out a militia force
from the vicinity for their protection and to superintend the election

vof the proper officers, who will be commissioned on your certifying’

their names to me; but that troops cannot be raised under the Act
of the last General Assembly, unless Congress makes an appropria-
tiom to the State for the purpose of removing the Indians. I enclose
you a copy of my letter to Capt. Jernigan which will give you more
clearly, my views on the subject.

I find from the letters I have received, that there is great alarm’

and excitement among the people on the frontier, on account of the
movements of the Indians. If you think that thereis good cause
for alarm, and that the situation of the people on the frontier is inse-
eure, you will organize, as provided by the General Militia Law of
this State, a sufficient force for their protection, and take command
of it, and such steps as may be required for its subsistence, and ap-
point such Staff Officers as the necessity of the case may demand,
and in that case I will suggest the name of Arthur Ginn, Esq., of
Enterprise, as qualified for the duties of Quarter Master. He is an
old friend whom I have known for many years, and who is compe-
tent and reliable, and capable of rendering you great assistance ; and
Dr. A. 8. Spear, of the same place, as Surgeon. Dr. S.I believe
acted in that capacity, in the last Indian disturbance, and was a
member of the General Assembly, from Orange County, a year or
two ago. Heis an estimable gentleman, and stands high in his pro-
fession. Both of these gentlemen can render you essential service
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in your Staff, should you find it necessary to raise troops for the
protection of the frontier ; and both will be commissioned upon your
nomination. .

I have seen by the newspapers, that three companies of United
States troops have arrived in Florida, which I hope will render a
State force unnecessary. I have received information, that Gen.
Blake, the special Indian Agent, has just arrived at Tampa with a
deputation of Western Indians, to try and coax off Bowlegs apd his
tribe. What effect their operations may have upon the temper of
the Indians, time must tell. Capt. Jernigan informs me that theold
Indian woman, captured by him, has hung herself ; and several who
have written to me, say that Indians have been killed in the scouts
that have been made. You will inquire into all such reports, and
give me the best information you can obtain, and particularly. into
the situation of the child who was captured with the old woman, and
see that it is taken care of until it can be delivered up to some pro-
per person; and I desire that you will give especial orders, that all
Indians taken as prisoners or that may surrender, must be treated
with kindness and humanity, and particularly the women and chil-
dren, until they can be delivered to some United States Officer, or
Agent, and that no property must be taken from them.

You will communicate with me as often and as fully as you can.
Much is left to your judgment and discretion, taking care to run the
State into no needless expense. '

I am respectfully &e.
THOS. BROWN,
[From Captain Sparkman to Governor Brown.]
. Hiwrsporouem Counry, Fra., February 28, 1852.

Sigr :—Believing, as I did, that the times required scouting on the
frontier, and there being no militia officer anywhere thai I know of
in South Florida, to give orders, or report to in cases of emergency,
I appointed a meeting and organized a company, as yon will see
by the accompanying election returns. The election was conducted
by citizens, one of whom was a Justiee of the Peace, and was no
doubt fairly and honestly conducted, as the retwrns will show, and I
requested they should be sent directly to you. This I have done
without law or orders, leaving the matter to.your discretion, to de-
termine as you may think most proper. You see at once the condi-
tion we on the frontier would be in, in case of a sudden outbreak of
the Indians, which is much feared. Not a militia officer anywhere
to order out a force, or a rallying point on this whole frontier!
Such being the case, and witnessing a similar circumstance in forty-
nine, I have taken this course, in order to prepare for the worst, un:
til I could hear from you on the subject. If you feel authorized in
any way to commission on the returns sent, you will divect to Hich-
apucksassy P, O. Meantime, I shall try to keep up a scout on ths
frontier till I hear from you on the subjest. :
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, has nothing occurred with regard to Indians since my last.
Ge'}l‘.hglzl}(le has arri%ed and gone on to meet the Indians. He says
he shall tell them in plain terms that they must leave the coun%iy ;
and it is generally believed that when l.le.does, they will be ’(firoul e-
some, and for this reason, if no other, it is _general_ly believe dtleze
ought to be an organized force on the frontier, acting and ready 10
intercept any attempt that might be made, till they couldbe strength-

ther forces. oo
en%‘{ioﬁyw(;u understand that when I say «1” in this communication,
I do not intend to be understood that I am alone in the matter—that
it is the citizens generally, as the returns will show. I woul'd no;
venture my opinion alone, in so important a matter; but I beheire
speak the sentiment of the frontier genetally. There is genera_li y a
feeling of uneasiness, and it would take but very little, if there is not
something to give them confidence, to break up those on the imme-
mediate frontier. There are some settlers, out on the borders, three
or four miles apart, and very much exposed to danger ; and the onl)If
way they could be fully protected, would be by active scouting.
have now about forty enrolled, and ready for active service.

Hoping to hear from you soon,
P : 8 1 glm, very respectfully
Your ob’t. serv’t.,
S. L. SPARKMAN.
To His Excellency, Tmomas Brown,
- Governor of Florida. -

[From Governor Brown to Capt. 8. L. Sparkman.}
Execurive DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA, }
Tallahassee, March 14, 1352. )
Drar Siz :—Your letter of the 28th February, enclosing the re-
turns of .an election of Militia Officers for the third company, ‘DlS-
triet of Hillsborongh County, was received by the mail of this morn-
ing and I hasten to reply to it.

Having received a number of letters from persons residing on the

frontier, complaining of the movements of the Indiansin crossing thelu-
boundary into the settlements, which raised the fears of the hpeo[_)1 e
for their safety, on account of the want of organization of the glii i-
tia to insure protection ; I ordered Maj. Gen. Hopkins of the 2d di-
vision of the Florida Militia to repair to the frontier, to examine into
the state of affairs, and to see that the Mili'tia is organized, and stecslp;
taken for the proper defence and protection of the people, z{g L

have just received letters from him, informing me that he WO]IJI be
at Fort Gatlin by the 8th or 9th of this month, and no doubt you
will hear of him before you receive this letter. You will therefore re-
port to him as he is in command. The election returns which you
have made, are of course not in conformity to the M"l_htla Law which
requires the election to be ordered by the commanding of‘f;ce}' ; .anci
the number og. the regiment to which the company is attached 16 no
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reported. But under the circumstances, I would overlook the
regularity and immediately forward the commissions, ifthe command
ing General was not in the field with full authority to organize the
Militia ; and consequently it will be necessary to act under his or-
ders.

Gen. Hopkins has communicated with Gen. Childs, who will fur-
nish him with supplies, if necessary ; and as they will, no doubt, co-
operate together, the cause of alarm for the safety of the people on
the frontier will be removed.

I am yours very truly,
THOS. BROWN.
Capt. 8. L, Sparkian.

From Gen. Hopkins to Governor Brown.
Fort Garriy, Marcu 25, 1852.
His Excellency, Tromas Brown :

Dear Sir :=1I have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this
lace about four o’clock this afterncon, with all my command in good
ealth, excepting David Thompson, who was accidentally killed by

Reuben Hogans, (his intimate friend,) on the 15th, by the discharge
of his gun—his remains were decently interred by us on the same
day.

‘We proceeded from Lake Monroe, and arrived at Tohopokalaga
Lake, fifty miles from Fort Mellon, on the 15th, having been detained
two days at Fort Gatlin awaiting our provisions. On the morning
of the 14th, I lefithat place in search of some Indians, where fresh
signs had been seen by the express-man sent to recall Capt. Spark-
man two days before. On the night of the 14th we headed the Lake,
and encamped for the night. It may be proper to say, each man
with one pack horse along, provided us with eight days’ rations ; the
team in the inferim hauling corn from Fort Mellon.

On the 15th crossed the Kissime River, and extended our examin-
ation South and East in all suspicious points, (only finding an Indian
track,) until late in the evening fell in with old Indian camps where
we found a cowpen, its appearance inducing me to believe cattle had
been penned in it when first made. The camps were over a year
unoccupied by Indians ; here we took up our quarters for the night.
On the 15th found another Indian settlement, dilapidated ‘as the first,
from thence I struck my course for the Kissime Lake, passing Lake
Cypress, where we arrived early in the day and examined satisfac-
torily its eastern border wilthout success-—another track only was
discovered in the last camp to-day. Having fully convinced myselt
that no Indians permanently resided in the sections above mentioned,
I resolved to change my route and visit the tributaries of the upper
8t. Johns. Accordingly, on the morning of the 17th, we shaped an
East by South course, Fort Gatlin bearing due North about 70 miles.
After following the course some five miles, we fortunately discovered
a very large trail of hogs, principally, scme poneys, and foot tracks

&7

secompanying them. By my order it was followed until dark,
through very rough woods and dense cypress swamps, many of them
boggy and deep. On the 18th, continued, the trail leading East by
North for half the day, when it took a South course ; by the time,
however, we had reached what is called the Flats of the St. Johns,
woods very difficult to pass over, owing to their softness, and frequent
obstructions from cypress swamps (such a variety necessarily keep-
ing us wet day and night, together with excessively heavy rains at in-
tervals,) we discovered a short time after the course changed, some .
few hogs and a sudden rising of fire ; being now over 90 miles dis-
tant either way from white inhabitants, the positive conclusion was
that it had been set by Indians. We immediately directed our line
of operations that way, reaching the fire about 5 o’clock, P. M. ; on
my arrival, I sent Capt. Jernigan with five men to examine around
_he border for signs, which he soon found, apparently in considerable
numbers.

The next morning, it having rained very heavy the night previous;
we found some difficulty in trailing them out. Being very desirous
to sec them and urge upon them the necessity of swrendering, partic-
ularly as my examination had more or less convinced me that if I could
get possession of this band, it would check other depredating parties
and cause the scattering outlaws left, to quit our borders, within which
they were positively trespassing over forty miles, I ordered Capt.
Jernigan to take ten men with him, (being very lame myself) on
foot, and endeavor to find their camp, and persuade them in, with pos-
itive orders to use mild means, except in self defence—and by no
means to injure the women and children. He accordingly discovered
their eamp, in front of which was an Indian walking sentry, with a
red flannel strip tied to a lock of his hair—a certain indieation of
war—he wasarmed with a good rifle. T'aking advantage of a thick
wood in the rear of the camp, he approached undiscovered, within
twenty steps of the warrior ; one of the party partially understanding
the Indian language, suddenly approached the warrior, accosting him
in friendly terms, which no doubt would not have been reciprocated
had not our whole party displayed themselves. He gave up his gun. -
Soon after eight others were peaceably taken, among them, two boys
fifteen years old, balance women and children.” From information,
others were to he in that night. Accordingly five men were left in am-
bush to capture them, if they fiiled to surrender. Justafter dark the
balance of the Indians made their appearance; upon which they were
accosted in friendly terms by our party, ard it was returned by the In-
dians instantly cocking their guas, and levelling at one of my men,
who would have inevitably been killed, had not ene of the party fired
at him, missing him, however. They all ran, having evinced deci-
dedly a hostile attitude—two or three more guns were fired in the
dark, one of which I deeply regret to say, injured a squaw severely,
but by no means dangerously, who was captured, with her mother,
making in all eleven. The next morning I visited the spot and camp,
getting all their valuables, and looking to find the dead, if any—no
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traces could be discovered ; in fact, I have no doubt they escaped
unhurt. The woman injured is the wife of Inngha, the same man
Jernigan took, who she says, is now in the Nation. T had a litter
constructed, and the next morning without either corn for our horses
or more than one meal of deer meat for ourselves, and without bread,
we set out for our post at the north end of Tohopkeliga Lake, distant
over 100 (one hundred) miles. Our situation about this time I con-
sidered’ somewhat critical ; had there been Indians sufficient to at-
tempt a rescue, we would, in all probability, have been cut off. QOc-
cupied as we were with the squaw, delayed my progress very much ;
however, on the third day, at sunset, we arrived safely at the post.

Itake great pleasure in stating that the squaw shot, is daily impro-
ving—she will soon be entirely well—~and that my command regret-
ting the accident as well as myself, treat her with every mark of ten-
derness, cheerfully performing all necessary aid in her transportation
to this place. In fact the whole number seem quite social and happy
except when I mention taking them to Bowlegs, they instantly shake
their-heads and seem distressed. One of the women, they say, isan
absconding wife of Billy’s. Her ear bears the proof of adultery.

I bave endeavored to give you a plain matter of fact statement of
my first scout between the waters of the Lakes Cypress, Kissime,
and some other Lake South, across to within thirty miles of Indian
River Lagoon, East. 1 am further of opinion, had I not pursued and
captured this band of outlaws, that our frontier would have been an-
noyed either by apprehension or reality, so long as'they had been
allowed to remain within our lines. Some two or three of them
have gone to Tampa. They say of the warriors, it will be the means
of running off all the intruders. They see their native sagacity can-
not elude the vigilance of our people ; and let them remain where
they may, within our lines, I can, with the same force and men, get
every one of them (if you say so) in two months from this.

Our horses are very feeble for want of corn—they have had none
since the 19th. I leave in the morning, 25th, for Fort Mellon, with
the Indians, on my way to Smyrna, in ebedience to your orders—
* delivering them either to the Indian Agent, or nearest Military
post.”  'The Ageney is 175 miles from here, with no roads—Smyr-
na 50 miles. On our way to the latter place we have 50 bushels
of corn awaiting us at Fort Mellon. I also sent the Indian child,
on my way out. I have her mother with me now. I have, also, the
poney, rifles, and extras, belonging to the Indians, which I shall de-
liver to Maj. Loud, U. 8. A. ;

While at Smyrna, I shali endeavor to visit a group of Indians re-
ported to be at the head of Lake Poinsett. I have this day, written
Gen. Blake, in relation to these Indians, and requested him to pro-
cure means for their immediate transportation from Smyrna, and to
explain the affair to Bowlegs, who from accounts, will be pleased at
their capture. * In my final report, a general statement shall be em-
braced of my proceedings. I remain, dear Sir, your’s very truly,

B. HOPKINS, B, Gen, 2d Div. F. M. & S, Agent
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N. B.—I feel compelled to order, for the _present, a small _force
under command of Capt. Jernigan, as Captain, and Isaac Jernigan,
Lieutenant, and Neadham Yates, Second Lieutenant, who hav‘.a been
elected by the men : This company to continue as a protection for
the five families around Fort Gatlin, until I am assured 'that the In-
dian warrior, now in our possession, has been safely.de}Lvered to th_e
Indian Agent, fearing, should he escape, some 1'eta11at'10n on their
part. There is no necessity, so far as I have examined, for any
other companies to be raised, and this one, only to be continued un-
til we hear of the safe transit of the Indian alluded to, or as long as
you may order. The Indians within our lines are few and scattered,
and should they even concentrate, no injury can be done by them,
in any other quarter. I hope you may approve my acts. Under the
circumstances, I could operate no other way, witha band of outlaws
from their own country and as trespassing in ours. I deeply de-
plore the women being injured—but it could not be avoided. I have
taken all the testimony in the case of Capt. Jernigan, which I will
transmit to you, at a proper time. My orders will be to Jernigan.
not to scout at all, as we are in profound peace with the Indians, but
only to act on the defensive.

From General Hopkins to the Governor.
STEAMER SARAH SPALDING, %
St. John’s River, March 27, 1852,

Sir :—On my arrival at Fort Mellon, I found .that MajOl‘ Lioud,
U. S. A., received very reluctantly, the small Indian child, sent by
me to him, and in consideration further, that he has 50 divided his
command, temporarily, as not to insure the safe keeping of the In-
dians in my possession — I concluded to take them to Palatka,
for the present—from thence either to the Agency or at the Fort at
Augustine, (which in fact is the National Military Post). Augus-
tine is only thirty miles—the Agency 175 from Palatka.

I find a general satisfaction among all classes of people, seitlers
in particilarly, at the capture of these outlaws. And I would advise
that I continte capturing them wherever they may be found within
our line. In two or three months, I have every hope of clearing
them out or capturing them, if you so determine. It will relieve the
anxiety of the frontier inhabitants, and su;_)ercede the necessity of
establishing Military Posts on the line, which would be very expen-
sive to the State, as well as almost useless for protection,—the line
being so very extensive and Indians so scattered that no benefit could
possibly agcrue therefrom. The small force I have, 22 men, I .have
left with Jernigan, except five men with me to protect the Indians.
If you approve of my plan of operations, I \.vdl enlist 30 men in all.
We may fall in with some number of warriors, and it would have a
bad effect to be compelled to fall back.

< It is the general opinion, even among the U. S. Officers, that my
course proposed would tend much in advancing the present opera.
_tions of Gen. Blake—as it will evince to the nation our ability to fol




70

low and eapture them, go where they may. There are ten men and
one ofticer, U. 8. A., at Enlerprize—fifieen at Smyrna and ten at
Branton’s Place—thirty at Indian River and ninety at Fort Mead,
under command of General Childs, 140 miles off. T have been, so
far, as economical as I conld possibly he—even to insure any suc-
cessful operations whatever. May I ask, of your Excellency, an im.
mediate reply to this letter at Palatka, whers I shall remain until I
hear from you. Please express your wishes fully, and I shall endeav.
or to conform to them as near as circumstances will admit.

Yours Very Truly,

B. HOPKINS.

From the Governor to Gen. Hopkins.

Execurive DepartmenT, FLORIDA,?
Tallahassee, April 3, 1859;

Dear Sir: Your communications of the 25th and 27th ultimo
were received by the mail of this morning, and I am, of necessity,
compelled to reply to you very hastily, and without any opportunity
for much reflection. '

Your movements show much decision, energy and expedition, and
meet fully my approbation and commendation. I have the fullest
confidence in your judtment and patriotism, and am sure you will
do nothing in the performance of the duty with which you are en-
trusted, but what you believe will be for the interest of your State.
And as you will necessarily be placed in positions where you cannot
communicate freely with me, much, in regard to your acts, must de-
pend upon your own Judgment ; and it was for these reasons I con-
sidered it important to call you to the porformance of the duty to
which you are appointed. But I must say that T am of the opinion
that you were rather unguarded in going so far into the wilderness
with so small a force. A disaster, under the circumstances, would

have been irreparable, and your getting back safely with your pri-
soners, I conceive to be a very fortunate circumstance. It is un.
Yuestionably proper, and T hope you will always bear it in mind, to
guard against incurring any unnecessary expenses—ryet it is of more
importance to guard against surprise and defeat. These Seminole
[ndians are known to be cruel and treacherous ; and there may be

more of them over the line than s generally supposed ; and what is

very probable, there may be an understanding and concert of ac-
tion between Bowlegs and some of these « outsiders” whom he pre-
tends to call “ouflaws :”> and knowing that you are in the habit of
venturing far from the settlements with so small a force, they may
rally a party sufficiently strong to defeat you or to force you to fall
back,—either of which events should be guarded against. You had
better take with you a force strong enough to insure confidence. I
have, therefore, sent you commissions for a full company. You on-
ly asked for commissions for a Captain and one Lieutenant. Should
you think the other commission unnecessary, you can return it. But
Lthink o full company of men as small a force as it would be pru.
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1 you t6 take with 'you on your mest excursion. You will,
ﬁzlxef;?ery use your own j{ldgment, and embody any furcfa you l’f’l&y
deem necessary. I wrote you a short time ago, very fully .andl_ﬁee‘-
ly, my views and wishes in regard to your pl:oceedmgs,.whlch ettexl
I perceive you have not yet received. I thnlk I addressed iV(}),u a
Enterprize or Fort Gatlin, to the care of Mr. Arthur Ginn. 1] a\{ﬁ
no doubt, when you return, you will receive that le%ter, which wi
give you more fully my views than I am able at this time to give you.

The People are determined that the Indians shall be removeg from
this State, without any further delays. If there is a prospecto _Ge(r;.
Blake’s succeeding in getting them to remove peaceably, you \;;11] (:
whatever you may think will tend to aid him in theN accomplis me;ld
of it ; and nothing that you may think.wﬂl have a tendency to reta ¢
his operations ; and if you can, you will communicate with him, an
co-operate understandingly, so long as Fhere i3 a prospect of success
in any reasonable time. But should his scheme fail, or you have
good reason to believe that he has no prospect of success : measures
must be taken for the forcible removal of the Indians. And if the
General Government will not make the necessary appropriations,
and will not co-operate for the speedy removal, the State will hav_ei
to undertake it alone, and you will have to remain in the field unti
it is accomplished. If you have good cause-to believe that the b}cl)dy
of the Indians are disposed,tgidte hostile, you will embody. suc% 11a.
force as you may deem necessary, not only for the profection of t te
frontier, but to meet and capture or defeat them, and on no acc?‘u?l y
if possible, suffer aysurprise or defeat {of the want of a sufficient force
at your command. -_ r ting of the T

Iregret exceedingly, the circumstance of the wounding of the In-
dian Squaw, but I*have no dodbt it could not have been avoided un-
der the cirfumstances ; and I gm gratified to hear that she has been
taken care of and kindly treated. I hope you will caution your men
to be careful not to inflict injuries on the women and (.:hlld-l‘elil, and
to treat all ca;ftiﬁes with kindness and humanity. Whllst' it is abi

solutely ncessaly that the. provisions of the treaty for their remova
should b emforced, w& are bound to commiserate their unfortunate
situation} You will deliver pone of the Indians you may capttire to
Bowlegs, or to any of thqz ‘Chiefs, but t.o some U. S. Officer or :Agendt,
taking care to obtain a receipt or certificate of the number dehverg )
descriliihg their age, sex and condition. You can send them to St:
Augustine or any otherU. S.Post, most cohvenient to you. .

Hoping to receive communications from you as oﬁer: as opportu-
nities will allow, I am, very respectfully, Your n‘lost ob’t. Servant,

To Major General B. -Horgins. . "THOS. BROWN.
From the Governor to the Hon. E. C. Cabell and the W. S, Senators from Florida.

Exxcyrive Drrartnent, Fronripa, )
" Tallahassee, April 5th, 18'52.’

My Dear Sir :—In the enclosed number of the  Sentinel” you

will find the official report of Gen. Hopkins, and in the * Jackson.

‘—_xr-::-w- T

T
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v_ille I'lepublican” a letter from one of his Volunteers, which I con-

sider important information for you to have. The published letter of

a “ Volunteer” induced me to publish the official report at this time,
that all the facts may be known. I also enclose You a manuscript
copy of my letter in reply to Gen. Hopkins, which will put you in
possession of my views-on this subject so important to the interests
of our State. The time has arrived when there should be a fall un-
derstanding between the Authorities of this State and the Authori.
ties of the General Government in regard to the obligations of the
Treaty of Payne’s Landing, as it respects the continuance of the Sem.
inole Indians within the State of Florida.

Smc.e my administration commenced, I have done all in my pow.

er to aid the operations of the Gen. Government in its plans for the
fulfilment of its treaty obligations, and have suffered nothing to be
done that would tend to throw obstacles in the way. All its plans
and operations have, so far, proved abortive. Whilst attended with
heavy costs, I have suggested on the part of the State, a feasible
plan, which would have been attended with no unnecessary expense
as the public lands will have to be surveyed at some period. But it
has been disregarded, although no objections could be made to it—
and no betler plan has been proposed. It is true an agreement hag
been made with Gen. Blake, involving a certainty of expense with-
out any certainty of a successful issue.
. Ifthe authorities of the General Government are really in earnest
in the expression of their desire to have the Indians removed from
Florida, would not wisdom dictate the appropriation I have asked for
which would aid Gen. Blakes’ operations ? the “sword” being pre-,
sented as the alternative, if the “olive branch,” is not acceptedc.,

" The people of this State will not submit to further procrastination’
on the part of the General Government. The sovereign authority of
the Stfxte will be interposed over its territory. I trust, therefore, that
you will lay this communication before your colleagues in the Senate,
and confer_ with them upon the course which in your judgment should
b_e determined on by the authorities of this State upon a subject so
vital to its prosperity. And if you believe it will be fruitless to rely
any longer on the Genegal Government for a fulfilment of its treaty
obligations, the State will exercise her sovereign authority for the
protection of her people, the vindication of her rights, and the indem.
nification for her expenses and losses. ’

I hope you will seriously deliberate on this subject, and communi-
cate to me joinfly your views. I am, with high respect,
Yours very truly, THOMAS BROWN.
To the Hon. E. C. CaseLry, and the U. S. Senators from Florida,

From Gen. Luther Blake to Governor Brown.
) Forr MyErs, Marcu 241h, 1852.
Sir :—We have been here nineteen days and have seen a good
many ofthe Seminoles. ~ All appeared friendly, and are willing to em-
igrate ; we have seeu none much or any opposed to emigrating. I
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am in hopes, in the course of ten days, to have a talk with Bowlegs
and other Chiefs, which I hope will be promising. All things look
better than I could have expected. I have heard that Capt. Jerni-
gan had raised men to drive the Indians within their lines—I hope
he will do nothing rashly. 1saw him at Tampa, and he promised
to let me know if he found any signs of Indians, and I would send
him one of my interpreters and an Indian, so that he could approach
them in a friendly manner and tell them my business here, &c. He
said he would do so, and I hope will ; if so, I shall be satisfied. I do
not think we shall have any hostilities with them, but think we shall
be able to remove them during this Summer.
i Respectfully Sir, your obedient servant.
LUTHER BLAKE, Special Agent.

To Gov. TroMAs Brown.

From Governor Brown to Gen. Luther Blake, Special Agent.
’ Execuorive DeparTMENT, FLORIDA,
Tallahassee, April 9th, 1852.

Dear Sir :—Your letter dated at Fort Myers, March 24th, was re-
ceived by the mail of this morning, and I assure you, sir, that T am
highly pleased with the friendly disposition manifested by the Semi-
noles yet remaining in the State, to emigrate to the West, where their
brethren are settled, and most siucerely hope your mission may prove
successful. You may rest assured that everything in my power shall
‘be done to promote your views, and nothing shall be done on the part
of the State authorities to embarrass your negotiations.

Having rveceived letters from many of the people on the frontier ,
informing me that Capt. Jernigan was pursuing a course towards the
Indians, calculated to provoke them to retaliate, and endanger the peace
of the settlements, I ordered Maj. Gen. Hopkins, commanding the 2d
Division of State Militia, to repair to the frontier, and to examine into
the condition of things ; and if the Indians had actually crossed over
their prescribed boundary, to endeavor to persuade them to surrender,
orto capture them, if possible, without violence, and deliver all that
he got possession of to some U. S. officer, or Indian Agent. Ihave
just received a report from him, that, having seen unquestionable evi-

dence of Indian signs, he followed it some fifty miles and captured
eleven—one warrior, two youths, and the rest women and children.
It being dark, and some of the warriors, when accosted in a friendly
manner, having cocked their rifles, some of his party fired ; by which
a squaw was wounded, but not dangerously. Itwas a circumstance
to be regretted, but was unavoidable, and no other injury was done.
They have all heen treated kindly, and the squaw is doing well ;
they have all been sent to the U. S. post at St. Avgustine. Gen.
Hopkins informs me, by what hd can learn from these captives,
that there is a large party out of their boundary—probably some thirty
warriors. He will make another excursion for the purpose of cap-
tafing all he can find out of their lines. All his movements will be
Appendiz 10

W —————




T4

ina fricndlfr manner ; and having full confidence in his prudence and
judgment, I am sure he will do nothing to affect unfavorably your
operations. Indeed, Iam very sure his movements will have a fa-
vorable effect upon yours. I have requested him, if he can, to com-
municate with you, and as far as may be in his power to co-operate
with you. I think it will be proper for you in your negotiations to
Iet Bowlegs and the Chiefs distinctly understand, that if they will not
accept your propositions to remove peaceably, their expulsion by
force is determined on, and that-the people of the State will unques-
ticnably enforce it at all hazards :
Wishing your mission may be attended with full success,
I am very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
THOMAS BROWN,

Gon. Loraer Braxe, Special Agent.

From General Hopkins to Governor Brown,
Fort Mzrrow, E. F., May 24, 1852.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report to your Excellency my return to
ihis post yesterday, the 23d instant, from my last expedition.

On the 26th April, last, on arriving at this post, I found it neces-
sary to make an examination of the waters of the St. Johns, and the
intermediate chain of Lakes between this post and Fort Taylor, on
Lake Winder, with the view, if the depth of water should be suffi-
cient, to transport supplies in lighters and boats to that point. Ifelt
satisfied, if this could be effected, that I should be able to place a
much larger supply of provisions and forage at that remote point, at
a chealer cost, than could possibly be done by any other means.
‘To this end, I ascended the river, in person, with one boat and four
men and found, without doubt, that ¥ could attain the desired end ;
and on the first of Muy, instant, I despatched one lighter and two
hoats with supplics, with directions to ascend the river as high as
the Orange Mound, and there await my coming. Soon after, I sent
a detachment by land to reach the same point and await for me.
Before I departed with the remainder of my command, I received
information, by express from the right bank of Lake Munroe, that
Indian signs had Leen discovered between Lake Harney and the
head-waters of Indian river. I determined at once to cross the St.
Johns and to go.in quest of any Indians that might be found in that
region, before I should join the remainder of my command at the
Orange Mound. On the evening of the day I received the informa-
tion, I crossed the river by swimming, six miles above Lalke Monroe,
and took the direction of the reported sign. The following night I
encamped on the upper énd of Lake Harney, from whence I discov-
ered an extensive fire in the woods, to the south-east, and the mext
day discovered fires in other quarters. In this section of country
there is not a white settler, nor are there white men passing through
it. For scveral days, I thoroughly cxamined the whole country
around—extending my operations to within a few miles of the wa-
ters of Indian River Lagoon. 1 sycceeded in finding dn abundance
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of old signs, but, save the fires in the several quarters, I found noth-
ing to indicate the very recent presence of Indians, and conjectured
that those who set out the fire must have been small parties of hun.
ters, who would, without doubt, after putting the fire out, return to the
section of country where they have long remained -at ease. That
they fired the country, I did not doubt, and became fully satisficd that
tbe.y had done so with the intention, at no distant day, to make that
region of country their hunting ground. - It is a well known fact that
game will gather to woods that have been burned off, and being con-
fident that no Indians were, at that time, in that section, I retraced
my steps in part, and recrossed the St. Johns, without difficulty, at
the upper end of Lake Harney. The next day I scoured the banks
of the Econlike Hatchee and other Streams, and arrived on the m_nth
instant, at the Camp ofthe Orange Mound. The morning following,
I detached six men of my small command, and sent t_hem to guard the
settlements, or rather to afford some - slight protection to the settle-
ment at Fort Gatlin. This place, I conside}' to 133 very far from
safety or security, and in the event of hostilities being recommenced
will be the first place attacked. On the same .m.o.mmgI. despatched
Col. Oscar Hart, Adjutant General of the Division, with fourteen
men and all the horses of the command, with orders fo scour tl}e
country between the Orange Mound and. Fort .Ta)flor, while I, in
person, with sixteen men, ascended the River with lighter anq lzoats
to.the same point. The ascent of the River proved far more difficult
.and lab8rious than I had expected, but nevertheless, by untiring per-
severance it was accomplished, and on the night of the fourteenth, I
arrived in Lake Winder, having examined the Creeks and Swamps
along .the banks ofthe River and Lakes to Fort Taylor. In these
Swamps, [ found traces of Catle, and_the hones of those which h.ad
been slaughtered within a year past, 1n large numbers. I also dis-
covered corn fields which had the last year been planted. Every
indication bespoke the recent presence of Indians from whence our
expeditions had doubtless driven them, or z_tt ]ez'xst, wa_n'ned them
to remove. 'These Indians have doubtless resided in undisturbed se-
curity in this region ever since they consented and agreed to remain
within lines and within a certain boundary, and have also, without
doubt, been constantly engaged in driving off and slaughtering the
cattle of our citizens. It is a well known fact that they have no cattle
nor have they had for many years past, and all that they get are lost
to our people. : .

»Thep reI[))ort of Col. Hart, informed me that he had discovered
Camps that had but recently been abandoned by the Indians. He
found also that the point where Capt. Jernigan, during the last win-
ter,” had broken up an Indian Settlement, and from Whlgh the hogs
had been driven, is but three miles west of Fort Taylo.r, and not over.
thirty. miles South East of Fort Gatlin—at the same time, being at
least: one hundred and fifty miles from the Indian boundary. - The

knowledge of these facts will'scarcely justify any one residing upon -

the frontier in feeling secure so long as the Indians are allowed to
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remain in the country ; for it shows beyond quesiion, that they cannot
by any possible means be kept within any bounds, not even if they
should be oftheir own chocie: ‘That they will rove any and every where

that pleases them, and that they will gradually encroach upon the

settlements, trespassing upon ground where they have not the slight-
est shadow of right, from whence they might and may at pleasure
prey upon any of the property of our citizens, At the Indian Camp,
a small number of hogs were still found, and I have reason to believe
only those that the Indians could not well carry away. From Fort
Taylor, I sent back the lighter and boats and also sent round by land
a few of the men whose horses had been temporarily disabled from
hard service. On the same day, I left for the head waters of the St.
John’s, and crossing several of the tributaries of that River, on the
evening of the seventeenth, came upon a large number of hogs in
the vicinity of the Camp where I had previously captured the In-
dians. The day following, I came upon a trail where cattle and
hogs had been driven off, also found parts of two cowhides, and orie
carcass of a calf, probably a year old, which had not been killed over
one week. The skin of the latter, we found hung up on a pole in
the edge ofa prairie and was not yet thoroughly dried. On the even-
ing of the same day, we came upon a drove of the finest hogs that I
have ever seen in Florida, and so gentle as to be handled without
evincing the slightest fear or any disposition to be frightened- This
indicated very clearly the frequent presence of Indians among them,

by which means they were kept gentle. My examinatiosls in the-

vicinity around did not however lead to any discovery of Indian signs
further than the presence of the hogs gave evidence of their presence,
and I continued my route to the Military Road, made by Gen. Twiggs,
from Tampa to Indian River. Here I had the good fortune to meet
with Lieutenants Robinson and Day, U. 5. A., who had along an
express rider who had fourteen days before fallen in with two In-
dians with a large drove of hogs, making their way across the Mili-
tary Road, east of the Kissimmee. From the gentlemen above named,
I learned that they had directions to capture all the Indians found
upon the roads.

From this point, I turned for Fort Mellon, and found on my way
back, near the Archino Toplio or Big Cypress, signs of Indians made
after my command had passed along, but I could not but believe that
all the Indians who are now without the lines, cannot long escape, if
they keep their women and children out, which I am inclined to think
they will do. 'The outliers appear, as I learn from Gen. Childs, to
be headed by Echo Emathla, who has his head quarters about the
Big Cypress. 'This place, I intend thoroughly to scour and shall
push him and all others from place to place until they surrender and
quit the country. This, I am satisfied, is the only way to get them
out. Gen. Blake will feel the good effects of our exertions, and
while the Army are anxious to see the troublesome matter brought
to a final close, the people are looking with the utmost interest to
the attainment of that long desired consummation.

i

I cannot close this report without a tribute to the officers and men
without distinction, who served under me during the long, arduous
and wearying marches ofthe last expedition. Patient, under fatigue,
and cheerful at all times, it afforded me the highest happiness to
command such men. In Captain Jernigan, and Lieutenant Jernigan, I
had guides and woodsmen who I do not believe can be equalled, and
with their intelligence in their vocation, their patience and untiring
energy, I shall expect to accomplish much.

I have the honor to remain,
- Yours Respectfully and Truly,
B. HOPKINS,
Maj. General Second Division Fla. Militia and Special Agent.

From Gen. Blake to Maj. Gen. Hopkins.

Font MyERs, May 18th, 1852,
Sir :—All of yours, I presume, up to the 4th instant is received.
Billy Bowlegs has not yet come in. A part of our Delegates returned
from a tour out last evening—their report is favorable. 'What course
is-best, is hard to say, to get the Indians from Florida ; this much
we know, that it must be done, and shortly too. 1 cannot now re-
commend military operations, though I think it likely I will have to
do it—if I do, it will not be the United States army. Citizen sol-
diers are much better calculated to manage Indians than they are.
Should you take any more Indians in your expedition, please send
them to Tampa. I want to see you, and hope to, soon. A friend of
mine, Mr. Collins, of Alabama, has been with me for some weeks—
will leave here in a few days for Washington. I will give him a
letter to you, and hope you will be in Palatka when he arrives ; he

can give you all the facts. Very respectfully,

. ' LUTHER BLAKE.

Maj. Gen. B. Hoprins, Palatka, Florida. '

From Gen. Hopkins fo the Governor.
' ParaTra, May 30th, 1852.

My Dear Sir :—I have the honor of enclosing a report of my
proceedings from 26th of April up to the 24th of May, inclusive, and
hope you may approve them. Although I failed in capturing any In-
dians, more important results connected with present and future op-
erations have been ascertained. I am now fully convinced that the
Indians have been for some years, driving off and appropriating to
their own use, catile in large numbers, belonging to our citizens, as
you will see from my report. It will be necessary that a force should
be kept on the frontier so long as the Indians remain in the State,
Every succeeding expedition confirms me in that opinien ; and I am
happy to find by your last letter you coincide with me. By the last
mail I got a letter from Gen. Childs; I think I shall have it published,
requesting the Florida Sentinel to copy it. It is one of muech inter-
est, and fully.defines his position ; at once putting aside the charge,
so far as he is concerned, as to countenance heing given to the Indi-
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ans. I also enclose you a copy of a letter from Gen. Blake, of 181l
May. I consider it not a proper letter to make public, at-all events
just now. You can readily see how he stands. My letters have all
tended to urge upon him the almost certain ‘necessity of calling out
volunteers. He is anxious to see me, and I think an official order
from you, as soon as I return, to visit both him and Gen. Childs, with
a proper escort, would facilitate our plans very much—it is for you te
judge of the propriety of such an order, however. Your last letter
was received.at Mellonville, for which I truly thank you, and rest
assured that if opportunity offers, I shall not be found wanting in duty
to my State. I have now only 40 men, all told, varying a little at
times ; it is impossible to transport supplies for a much larger force
over the country we have to travel, and without the aid of waggons,
which we cannot procure, except at an immense proportionate ex-
pense. I will keep within fifty men, until I see if the United States
will pay the expenses ; we then, of course, can be more extensive in
our equipments. With that force I can make myself secure against
a large body of Indians, unless ambushed by them. I propose to
keep half my command on duty, at intervals,-on my return from the
ensuing scout, placing the remaindsr in positions where the frontier
is most, or may be exposed. It will afford us a respite from severe
duty, absolutely necessary to recover ourselves and horses. At the
same time proper measures . shall be taken to protect the frontier,
which I think is just now in as much danger as it ever has been, not
from a consolidated attack from the Indians, but from stragglers, who
are now roaming over the country, collecting their stolen-and own
stock, (hogs,) revenging themselves before they. leave. I agree
with you, as regards the wishes of the citizens generally, on all sides.
They wish the Indians removed. You shall hear from me assoon as.
I get back from Indian river, for which place I leave in the morning
en route from here ; my command being at Fort Mellon. I am in
hopes I may be able to make youa good return. 1 remain sir,
: Yours: respectfully, B. HOPKINS.

His Excellency, Tuomas Brown, Tallahassee.

From Governor Brown to Gen. Luther Blake, Special Agent.

Exrcurive DerarRTMENT, FLoRIDA,
Tallahassee, June 5th, 1852.

I received this morning a letter from Gen. Hopking, giving me a- -

report of his operations up to the 30th May. He has not captured
any more Indians, but has séen many signs. He enclosed.to me.a-
copy of a letter which he received from you, dated 18th May. I have:
instructed him to make all his plans and movements to conform to:
your views and the furtherance of your objects in a peaceable remo-
val of the Seminole Indians from Florida, so long as you believe there-
is a prospect of success, and I am highly pleased to see: that a fiee
communication is kept up between you. . MR

A short time since I received a letter from- Mr. J. C.. Maclay, of
Apalachicola, informing me that the Steamship America, owned at
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that place, can be obtained in the event that transportation should be
required for the removal of the Indians, and requesting me to com-
municate the information to you. He describes her as ¢ very capa-
cious and roomy,” and particularly well adapted.for such a purpose.
. Hoping I may hear favorable accounts of your success, from you,
"1 am very truly and respectfully, your most obedient, &c. ..

' ' THOMAS BROWN.:

‘Gen. i;iJTﬁEn BLAK_E, Special Agent.

. [From Greneral Blake to Governor. Brown.] . ]
ForT Myrrs, June 17th, 1852.

. ExcerLest Six ;—I1 know how anxious you are for the-removal
of the Seminoles from this State. As such I'will keep you informed
of my moveménts. I have many, too many,- obstacles to contsend
with “and - overcome; not, however, on the part of citizens. The
Indians have not understood their true position in this state. I'have
given them to understand that they had no land -or country here.—
Indians can not be hurried. I'am so far progressing as well as 1
conld expect. We have had much rain: in the last thirteen days,
16 inches of water has fallen,:the country is overflowed, and it is
with difficulty we can travel. Our delegates are out among theie
friends—some of them have been gone for weels, directed not to re-

il they do something. : :

tur['ll‘ll::el;rl fea'r);he Cow Boy.f I agree with the Hon. Messrs. Cabell
& Mallory, that the Indians have notbeen dealt with, as they ought
to have been. Gen. Hopkin’s movements so far have not been inju-
rious, and if I do not make.a good show by fall, I shall say let loose
the Cow Boys. But this should not be done so long as there are
strong hopes of their goin?in peace. For where thgy are, it is dif-

ult to get into, or out of. .~ - _ : oo
ffmI thinkg, sir, that this business should be brought to a close, t!ns
fall and winter. “The Government will have done :_Lll that justice
and generosity could require ; and the State of Florida all the for-

hearance.that can. be expected from her. T e
Your Excellency’s humble servant,
. ..+ LUTHER BLAKE,
L ' © .+ .. Special Agent &c., &c.
Gov. Tuonas Browy,
. Tallahassee, Fla. -

[From Governor Brown to General Blake.]

Executive DEpARTMENT, FLORIDA, %
Tallahassee, July 10, 1852.

My Drar Sir:—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 17th June. .Iam well aware that you have
many obstacles to contend with in the a.ccompllshr.nent of your un.
dertaking, and not the least from a source whlph is not genera.lly
understood. I have long believed that the Indians have not been
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made to understand their true position in regard to their right to
continuance in Florida. ‘They believe if they do not consent to em-
igrate, the General Government will not compel them to do so.—
This is the source of all the difficulty. And although I have al-
ways had the fullest confidence in your ability to execute the spe-
cial agency which you have undertaken, if any man could accom-
plish it, yet I confess I have never been sanguine of your success.
The United States troops were sent to Florida for the purpose of
keeping the Indians within their prescribed boundary, with orders
to capture all that pass beyond it and to endeavor to effect their re-
moval to the West. Yet it is known to the people on the frontier
that a portion of the Indians have with impunity passed over their
boundary—built habitations and cultivated crops, and when com-
plaints were made of depredations committed on the property of
settlers and a boy was actually murdered near the settlements—the
agent and the army officers contradicted these statements, and charg-
ed the settlers with a desire of provoking another War with the In-
dians. For the purpose of ascertaining these facts and to quiet the
settlements, I sent Gen. Hopkins to the frontier with a small force,
believing at the same time that it would promote the suceess of your
scheme. In a scout of ten days with a little band of twenty men,
he found Indian settlements and cultivated ground, more than fifty
miles beyond their boundary, and captured eleven Indians, yet the
U. 8. troops have never captured an Indian out of their bounds.—
Tam glad you think Gen. Hopkins’ movements have had a good
effect. My instructions to him bhave always been to act in co-oper-.
ation with your views, and to do nothing that he believed would re-
tard or obstruct your operations; and if you believe I can aid your
success in any manner, I shall be glad to favor any suggestions
you may make; and after you have given your project a fair trial, if
you believe there is no prospeet of getting the Indians to emigrate
peaceably, and will make it known to me, I will be ready to co-ap-
erate with you in any other plan you may propose. If you fail in
this attempt I shall wait for no further negotiation, but will try
what the ¢ Cow Boys” ean do.
With every wish for your success,
I am very respectfully and truly,
: Your most obedient servant, &ec.
THOMAS BROWN.
General LutuEr Braxke,
[From General Hopkins to Governor Brown.]
PavaTra, July 12th, 1852
To His Excellency, Tromas Brown, . ’
Governor of Florida : :

My Dear Sir:—I have enclosed for your consideration a rough
report of my late scout, from Enterprise, on Lake Monroe, to Fort
Capron, on Indian River, and {rom thenceto Alpatioka River, South,
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and back. Our supplies were destroyed by the rain; but after ar-
riving at the U. 8. Post, every kindness was tendered us, as you will
see by my report. I allude to Gen. Twiggs in the report. ~ He or-
dered Gen. Childs not to farnish us with a single ration. I saw the
original order. This was shown me in confidence by Lieut. Taylor.
You will also see, by Gen. Blake’s letter, that he approves of my
keeping the small force I now have in service, until we have an in-
terviow, and come to some definite conclusion. Thisletter will also
g0 to sustain the elaims of the State on the General Government.
I have, in compliance with your suggestion, elicited such letters, and
I hope, when we meet, I shall be able to get him, at once, to ask for
the Regiment I am about to organize, which is to receive no pay or
rations wntil actually mustered into service. The foree will at once
be available, with no more expense than ordered when actually re-
quired. I am of opinion fifty-two men, rank and file, to each com-
pany, will be all sufficient, particularly for the warfare we may have
to engage in, and five hundred good men will be enough to perform
the duty. I think, if at all, active operations should begin by 1st
of October, or sooner, if the health of the country will allow,” For
myself, I am ready to go at any time. I would be happy to hear
from you hefore the 25th, when I leave for Tampa. Your instrue-
%{;l\}: may be essential to my movements in the affair with General
lake.

I' am desirous of making one more move for Okeechobee. I
I am sure Indians are thereabouts, and if I could make one good
haul, it would save the State every dollar of cost, and place the
course you have adopted in a very popular light. Even now, it is
a very popula: move, here. I have only a few men at Fort Gatlin;
the balance are on furlough, getting no rations themselves, but six
quarts corn for each horse. Without this rest, we could not per-
form any service, QOur horses are all broken down, and will require
a month or more rest to recover them. I concluded, under the ¢ir-
camstances, it would be impolitic to discharge them.

My report embraces pretty much what this letter has said. My
report before this, was drawn up by Col. Hart, Adjutant General,
from my journal. I fear it was too prolix for your perusal. Length
does not always constitute merit. I have no reference to his report,
however; for it was by no means otherwise than good, I thought,
Thope that my course of conduet, in this affair, may meet, in the
main, your approval. I have ever kept in mind your responsibility
{o the State; and my personal regard for you, places the duty [
have been ordered to perform, far above, or rather, in a more ele-
vated position, than ordinary cases. The exposure and fatigue has
been very arduous. No set of men can, for any length of time, at
this season, stand it, without tents. Subject to the vicissitudes of
weather—laying often all night in water—broiling sun the day out
—provisions half'the time damaged, and often none—renders the
situation sometimes uncomfortable. 1 feel asswred I can put the In.
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dians out, or destroy them, and indulge the hope that opposition may
not politically operate before you can have it done.
Youwrs very truly,
B. HOPKINS.

[From General Blake to General Hopkins.]

FortT MyEers, 20th June, 1852.

My DEar Sir:—Yours of the first instant, I received yesterday,
and in reply say, that you ought to be the best judge as to the ne-
cessity of keeping up a small force to protect the border citizens in
East Florida. I think it would be well to do so, for this reason—I
wrote Gov. Brown a few days since, that if I did not make a good
show by Fall, I should say, let loose the Cow-boys- This should
not be done so long as there is strong hopes of their going ; and, as
they have been in service, I think it improper or impolitic not to
continue there. I am, sir, for closing this Indian business. -The
General Government is doing all that she can to avoid war—the
State of Florida has shown much forbearance, and, if they will not
go in peace, I can only say, they must be made to go. Itell them

distinetly they have no country here—it is the State of Florida, and

here they cannot remain. I will meet you, the last of July, at Tam-
pa. Thope that time will suit you. No news since my last.

Truly yours,
(Signed) LUTHER BLAKE,
Special Agent.
Major General B. Horaixs,
Palatka, Florida.

[From Governor Brown to General Hopk.ins.]

Execurive DepartuenT, FLorIDa,
Tallahassee, July 24, 1852.

My Dzar Sir :—Your report and letter dated the 12th inst., and

the copy of Gen. Blake’s letter, were only received this morning—

You desire me to reply to you by the 25th, when you expect to
leave for Tampa. 'This you will see ig entirely out of my power to
do. But I have determined to write you this hasty letter witha
hope it may meet you at Tampa. Should Gen. Blake meet you as
he proposes, my desire is, that you adopt no course that does not
harmonize with his views. And any course that you and Gen. Blake
determine uipon, I will approve. Gen. Blake says in his last letter
to me, that if the Chiefs did not come to an agreement to emigrate
before the fall season commences for operation, he believed he would
call upon me for the “ Wool Hats.” He approves your course and
says you have been useful in his operations, and permit me to say a-
gain, that I entirely approve your course, and have the fullest con-
fidence in your judgment, prudence and energy, If Gen. Blake
wishes a volunteer force ordered out, he shall have a regiment, or
3wo, if he thinks them necessary, at a moment’s notice.
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When you and Gen. Blake meet, I hope you will confer fully to-
gether in regard to the Indians, and not separate without a good un-
derstanding in regard to what you both intend to do. My opinion
is that they do not intend to remove peaceably ; but if Gen. Blake
still entertains the opinion that he can get them ofl peaceably, I ar
disposed to give him a further frial, and all the aid in my power.—
If he thinks your little force will still be useful in carrying out his
plans, continue it; and increase it,if he desires it. On the other
hand, if he thinks your movements are calculated to retard his plans,
discontinue them, and dismiss your men, unless you consider them
necessary for the security of the frontier settlements. You no doubt
understand my views fully, which are, in 2 word, to do nothing which
might justify the charge, should Gen. Blake’s plan fail, that we have
heen instrumental in causing it, hut rather to do all we can to aid
him, and if he recommends fbreeable action, to second him at once.

Hoping that you and Gen. Blake, may agree fully on the course
to he pursued and that, course may be prompt action,

I am your friend, very truly,
' 4 THOS. BROWN.

General HorgIns.

[From General Hopkins to Governor Brown.]
Heap QuarTeErs Froripa VoLUNTEERS,
Fort Mellon, E. F., June 26th, 1852, %
His Excellency, THomas Brown : '

Str :—1I have the honor to report to you my return to this post
yesterday with my command. On the 31st of May Ileft with twen-
ty-nine men, for the region of country hetween the St. John’s and
Indian River. Crossing the first named River above Lake Monroe,
I directed my course South and East, examining closely the inter-
mediate country as I progressed. After crossing from one River to
the other in my route, within one days’ ride of Enterprize, on the
morning of the 3d June, I found Indian signs, with pony tracks,
and also a large trail of cattle, directing South; and followed by the
horses and Indians, some of them on foot. This trail I continued
on for near two days, when we found the country entirely burnt
over, no doubt by the Indians, to evade pursuit. From time to time
in my route, we discovered the same trail, directing its way South
and West to Okechobee, until near the military road, where I dis-
continued it, making my way for Fort Capron, at which place I ar-
rived on the evening of the 15th of June. Iln the interim between
the 3d and 15th, I was busily examining every suspicious spot be-
tween the two Rivers, frequently coming up with habitations, some
‘of which appeared to have been abandoned since my first expedi-
tion on the Kissimmee in March last. I particularly looked around
the two Creeks (Crane and Turkey,) where report said Indians had
resided from their first coming to this country; which, however, is
not so. ‘They have always resorted to these waters for fish and oys-
ters, living four or five miles off. An impassable scrub also obstruct-
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ed my advance, extending from one River to the other, interspersed
with Lakes, Lagoons, and Saw Grass ponds. Leaving the trail
apross the scrub, my only chance to proceed was to head it by ri-

ng along the banks of Indian River, which is, in some places, very
abrupt and lofty—over thirty feet high, composed entirely of Co-
quino rock. Between the upper and lower parallels, no part of Flo-
rida ean boast of better lands upon her rivers than you will find
here. In fact, in every zespect it is well adapted for settlers; aund

g0 soon as the Indians are removed from the State, there will be an .

immense influx of population to that country. It never was inten-

ded by nature to be uninhabited. Further South, however, the

country beeomes very poor; and I am honestly of opinion the ex-
pense of surveying one township will be more than thousands of
such acres will sell for.

I took with me fifteen day’s rations, sufficient, as 1 supposed, to
subsist us until we could get again to Head-quarters. On the third
day out, it began to rain heavily, continuing for six days (with only
short intervals) and nights. Having no protection for our provi-
sions, the consequence was that they soon became unfit for use; and

@ on the ninth day we were entirely out, myself as well as men. Ri-

ding and sleeping for six days and nights in such inclement weather, -

caused fever to make its appearance. I thought it advisable on the
eighth day to detach Dr. Spear from the command, and directed him
to accompany the sick to Fort Capron, at which place he arrived
safely in two days. He was kindly received by the United States
officers, and evefy attention tendered the sick. Our own situation
was also hospitably relieved by those gentlemanly officers, Lieuten-
ants Taylor, Robinson, and Day. General Childs, anticipating that
incidental circumstances might shorten our supplies, most kindly
preceded my arrival by an order to supply me with provisions for
travel route; and thereby placed himself in brilliant contrast with
the contracted orders of one who only ranks him in one point, date
of commission. : ’

From within five hours’ ride of some settlements, Indian signs were

discovered, and proof unquestionably deduced that my first move-
ment was soon known among them, and caused them all to remove
further South, stealing as they went all the cattle they could collect
from the settlers around. One gentleman alone, dr. Houston, has
lost, in less than one year, over one hundred and fifty head of cat-
tle by these marauders. Within twenty-five miles North of Fart
Capron on the San Sebastian, we found Indian signs quite fresh, and
nothing but the excessive overflow of water prevented us from find-
ing their quarters, if they were not horseless. Every circumstance
connected with my examinations fully convinced me the Indians
‘had removed to the neighborhood of Okechobee. Accordingly, I
procured five or six days rations from the United States and two of
flour on account of the State from a citizen, with half bushel corn
for each horse, nineteen men with me, the rest sick, I set out, fully
yesolved to visit Okechobee Lake, where I knew the Indians were
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in some numbers. My guide conducted me with difficulty as far
South as the Alpatioka swamp, which we crossed with some trou-
ble; and upon arriving at the River. by the same name, I found it
was high, deep, and current rapid. This river runs through an ex-
tensive open prarie, where nothing relieves the sight for miles: the
consequence was no wood could be procured that would float to
form a raft, without which we could not get over our supplies dry;
and after following its banks for a day and a half, greater part of
the time knee deep in mud and water, leading our horses, 1 had the
mortification to be defeated in my plans, although the much desired
spot was almost in sight. Changing my course due North, in two
days I came into the United States road made by General Twiggs.
I then divided my force ten in each, the one commanded by myself,
the other by my aid, Colonel John L. Hopkins. My own detach-
ment taking the West side of St. John’s, the other East side of the
Kissimmee, en route for Fort Mellon, one hundred and seventy-five
miles, through a wilderness, with two days’ supplies for men, and
nothing for our horses—armiving at Fort Mellon,as above reported,
within 2 few hours of each other. I ecrossed the formidable Big
Cypress low down, finding it fall of water, but much more formida-
ble in imagination than reality. It is not more than two miles
through. I found a large number of hogs belonging to the Indians,
and, as on the other side, proofs of their having thickly inhabited
that section of country, and the nearer you approach civilization
the greater the signs. Their families, I think, have all left for Oke-
chobee, inside our line, caleulating no doubt to make a stand there,
in case of invasion. The warriors are the most of their time hov-
ering around our settlements to take advantage of any favorable op-
portunity that might offer to glut their blood thirsty propensities.—
1 have, under these circumstances, kept up a constant guard in the
Fort Gatlin settlements, which has caused every family to make
good crops, and live at their own houses. Until my first arrival there,
the inhabitants were all collected at one house, and there lived.—
Our operations have given much relief to the frontier settlers.

_ Your Excellency will readily see, by the accompanying letter from
General Blake to me, that his negotiations are no nearer being rea-
lized now than they were six month since. He has not, so far, seen
even a Sub Chief; an indication of their unwillingness to remove.
I question further the sincerity of his negotiators—they may be his
most troublesome opponents—time will develope it. I am aware
that a strong prejudice exists with mary against using force in the
removal of the Indians. Their false philanthropy will, in time, lose
its influence, and even they themselves urge their unconditional ex-
pulsion. ‘The greater our forbearance, the more unreasonable will
be their demands. By their continuance among us, our citizens are
deprived of the use of some valuable lands.- You may rely upon
it they will not go until forced by some superior power. We know
that it is idle to indulge any sach hope. 'This is the land of his na.
tivity—all his young associations are here—the scenes of his child.
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nood—the home of his youth—the haunts of his more matare years
—and, above-all, in the mind and memory of an Indian, the graves
of his fathers are dear. They have long since stipulated to leave
our soil, and at this day they are no nearer peaceful removal than
they were in the begiuning. We shall have to.commence vigorous
operations at some time, and I say the sooner the better. Under
existing circumstances, I shall, by virtue of your authority, order
the organization of a Volunteer mounted force, suflicient, with the
aid, (it so ordered,) of the United States troops now in I'lorida, to ex-
pel them forcibly, or urge their unconditional surrender. In either
" case, the Government would find it more economical than the course
at present pursued. The force I shall order organized will not be.
entitled to pay or rations until mustered in the service of either the
State or United States. By meeting them in their own way, I think

2 few months only will be necessary to bear them beyond, far be-
yond, the limits of our State. . :

I have the honor to remain,
Yours, with high respect and regard,

B. HOPKINS,
Major General 2d Div. F. M. and Special Agent.

[From General Hopkios to Governor Brown.]

Pararxa, August 25th, 1852,

My Dear Sir:—After four days from Tampa, I arrived at Fort
Myers, and early on the ensuing morning, Gen. Blake sent out two.
of his Arkansas Delegation for Billy Bowlegs. They were absent
four days, and part of the fifth, when Billy made his appearance, ac-
companied by the two Delegates alone. I had an interview with
him, informing him of the object of my visit—saying, at the same -
time, that the Governor had ordered me to give him a friendly talk,
and state the circumstances attending his remaining among us any
longer. That they were calcnlated to bring destruction upon him-
self and people—that the whites outnumbered them so much, they
(the Indians) would inevitably be destroyed, if they held out the de-
termination to remain in Florida. They should be well paid for emi-
grating, and the President would protect them at their new home,
which would be given them in fee simple, and fed for one year after
their location there. He replied that his sister was unwilling to go,
and some of his people ; but that he would see and talk with them,
and he himself would go, if his people were willing. T replied by.
saying, with all the desire the State had to avoid 2 war with his
tribe, I felt it my duty to say, so far as the State of Florida was con-
cerned, and I, her representative, I had only to say, we would allow

“him seventy days to be ready for emigration, and after that, it he

evinced no disposition to remove at once, I would be compelled to
bring in the volunteers, according to your orders. He replied, that

he could not help it, accompanied with other remarks pacific in their
nature, hut not to the point,
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Ik here ended, on official matters, and Billy hecame very
ihlg?il.:l.lt':land often interesting, in his convc;rsatgon. ‘ He speaks En-
glish very well, and has_the manners of quite a well bred gentleman,
although, in my opinion, he is fall of artifice and low, deep cqnnmlg,
only to be met in his own way. I also think Gen. Blake will take

. him to Washington, as Billy seems desirous to go.. 1t may havesone

iz eot.: He (Gen. Blake) wishesme to accompany him.
‘ljv‘igégﬁil:igs fn? the field ju(st now forbid it, as the balance of my le}t;t.e(xi

will show. The keeper of the light at Eggmont Key (Ha.gx?s) &
ason by an Indian woman, whom he persnaded to emlgmtc'ai‘ hl_n
company with some of the number - I took in March last. B‘l]ls
young man informed his father that, hefore he left the na,‘tlon,Okn y
had sent 23 picked warriors to Tohopokalago Lake, and2§ 1:0f o ehe-
chobee, to intercept my operations, under the command o i cho
Emarhta Chopko, a Tallahassee sub-chief—a blood thirsty (;m ;ntl
prineipled fellow—to keep an eye upon my movements, an ]1110 o
interfere with me until they could concentrate, and not trouble m(ta_
unless I troubled them. These Indians will be 2 long waydopt o
their limits, and T feel bound to-proceed, as soon as I can, anthm;:es-
tigate their operations. I also found at Fort Myers, Emb:f’.l (;; us-
band of tlie woman wounded by my men. He came in while tv:}z:s
there. By working upon him, he has agreed to meet mfg 1? e
Kissimee, on the 10th of September, to have a talk—himself, his un-
cle and two others. I have no doubt he will be there—but u][;fm
what grounds I will know when we do-meet. Gen.Blake gzwehxm
a blanket, and other things. He will let me know how many ot ersi
are out there, when I meet him. I shall take fifty men with ?}e,_gilg
give them a fair chance, if they feel a disposition to be unt'uercll y.
My expedition may result in much good.. According to your (i} ﬂem’
I shall use all necessary means to induce them to come in. hey

ill bring them any way. .

(lolngli';l,dl gﬁh})glﬁte everytylﬁngythat I could wish, so far as_our
State is concerned, and I do truly believe that his greatest (}esg e fi,,
to getus rid of our troublesome neighbors. With a com(}l)ln{er A ef-
fort, they will most surely be got off. . I would recommen: 5111\ 1};1};

dred men, organized for duty, (mounted,) four hundr_ed arrr}lle( f“tl
double-barrel guns, the balance with good rifles. With such a force,
we would be equal to eight hundred men. Rifles are of no t‘lllsel,l un-
less in a long fight, amongst the pines. I expect to go mtort e an:)i_
mock, if necessity requires it, and you know then the impo tl:lmtce .
the double-barrel gun. I would also respectfully advise b at s;ln-
veyors be appointed by the Department to run out the Jand in e
Indian region, allowing each surveyor a sufficient escort to ;‘anﬁux.e‘
his safety—keeping the body as near together as the dutleskg | 1e'\n‘
operations will allow—offering to the Indians all the 11111( ng]ss
we are able to afford them—(and we are willing to .ﬁecelv& a :ﬁ 10
may come in, nnder the flag)—giving them no facilities, other than
cannot avoid. ] i N
weEvery foot of Jand will be explored, and all their haunts discover-
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ed, lrom spot to spot, until their final resting place will be upon the
deck of a transport, and Florida relieved forever from the Indians.
I also enclose you a letier from Gen. Blake to me, in reply to my
own, herewith sent. I have allowed individuals to raise companies,
subject to be called out, after their organization, whenever they may
be required, which will be after the 70 days expire, if Billy does not
get off. It will be advisable in you to urge upon the Department to
sustain Gen. Blake in his call for the volunteers, ready at the time,
and I feel almost sure we will get the Indians out without firing a
hostile gun, and consequently, all our frontier inhabitants remain in
perfect security. The advice which I here offer, is respectfully ten.
dered. 1 believe that, if I am allowed money &nd time, the Indians
will not trouble us many months longer. In my peaceful operations,
every inducement will be offered them to go in to Gen, Blake. The
whole population are anxious for me to go ahead, about Tampa
Bay particularly. Yours very respectfully, o
B. HOPKINS.
[From General Blake to General Hopkins.] :
Fort.MyERs, August 13, 1852.
Sir :—In answer to your note of the 5th inst,, in which you say
that you are directed hy the Governor to co-operate with me in my
endeavors to remove the Seminoles, and asking whether it will be
of benefit to emigration, that the foree you bave had, and still have
in service, should continue, I think they have been of much benefit,
and their withdrawing now, I know would he very injurious. -
Very respectfully, .
To General B. Hopgins. LUTHER BLAKE,
Commanding and Stale Agent. Special Agent. &c., &e.

[From General Blake to Governor Brown.] e
Pavarka, Sept. 8, 1852,

Sin :—I arrived here with Billy Bowlegs, and other Big Indians
of the Seminole tribe, on the 5th instant, We leave to-morrow- for
Washington City—be gone about three weeks. I want Gen. Hop-
Lins now to hold back, and we will have them off in spite of Capt.
J. C. Cascy. Ihave had an interview with Gen. Hopkins on the
subject. lle is now upwell, but will be at his post of duty, ina

few days. I have the honor to be, -
His Excellency, Troxas Brown, LUTHER BLAKE,
Tallahassee. Special Agent, &v., &c

[From Governor Brown to the Hon. A. H. H. Stuart.]

ExrcuTive DEPARTMENT, FLoRIDA, %
Tallahassee, September 7, 1852.

To the Hon, A. H. H. Svuaxr, Secretary of the Inlerior, &c.
81r ;—I have the honor to transmit to you, as the proper organ
of the adwinistration, eu this subject, the enclosed cepy of a report

4

1)

made to me by Gen. Hopkins, which I deem it important should he
laid before the President, with this short aceount of some transae-
tions in regard to the remnant of the tribe of Seminole Indians yet
remaining in Florida. Having received satisfactory information
that a band of the Indians had passed over their preseribed bounda-
ry, and were committing depredations upon the property of the citis
zens of this State residing on the frontier, and that just cause of a-

larin existed, for the peace and security of the settlements, on the
21st Febuary last, I ordered Major General Benjamin Hopkins, -

commanding the 2d divislon of the Militia of this State, as special
agent, to repair to the frontier with :n small force; as well for the
purpose of making enquiries into the causes of alarm, as for the pro-
tection of the inhabitants and their property. I was induced to se-
lect Gen. Hopkins for the performance of this duty, from my knowl.
edge of his prudence, capacity and long acquaintanhce with Indian
character and habits ; and instrueted him to communicate with Gen,
Blake, the special agent on the part of the General Government, for
the purpose of negotiating with the head chiefs of the tribe for their
emigration to their home In the West; and also with the officer
commanding the U. 8. Troops at Tampa, and to co-operate with
them, and to do no act that might have a tendency to embarrass the
objects of Gen. Blake’s mission ; but to capture and deliver to him,
all Indians found outside of their bounds. g

On the 25th and 27th of March, Gen. Hopkins reported to me that
he had come upon a party of Indians, fifty miles or more outside of
their boundary, and thathe had succeeded in capturing eleven of them—
the rest escaped. He informed me that he found settlements of In-
dians, with houses, and cultivated fields a long distance from ~their
boundary, and some not far from the white settlements. The In.
dians captured were delivered to Gen. Blake, and have been sent
to join their tribe in the West. About the first of August, at the re-
quest of Gen. Blake, Gen. Hopkins met him at Tampa, and accom-
panied him to Fort Myers, whers he had an interview with Billy
Bowlegs, the head chief, and had a talk with him, the substance of
which is related in his report, a copy of which is enclosed.

I respectfully beg to repeat my convietion of the propriety of the
course I had the honor to suggest to the department of War, and sub.
sequently through the Representatives in Congress from this State
to the Department of the Interior. Had parties of surveyors, with
an adequate volunteer force for their protection, been sent into the
Indian reserve, at the time Gen. Blake commenced his negotiations

-with the aid of the delegation from Arkansas, I verily believe his of-

fers would have been accepted, and before this day, the Indians

" would have been out of Florida, without the sacrifice of any .liveg,

and ultimately, with less expense to the Government. Thistempor.
izing policy will neyer accomplish theirremoval. So long as they are
induced to believe that the President will not resort to force to ef-
fect their removal, all efforts to persuade them to emigrate quietly
Appendiz 12 '
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will be unavailing, and every failure to coax or pay them off, will
ofily tend to increase their exorbitance and presumption. I under-
stand that Gen. Blake visits Washington impressed with these views,
and perhaps will take Bowlegs with him.

I trust that his opinions on this subject may be properly estima-
ted, and a firm and decided course may be determined on by the
Government in regard to the disposal of these Indians. The « Ol-
ive Branch” has been held out to them long enough—Ilet the sword
be now presented with it as the alternative.  The people of Florida
expect it, and will submit no longer to thisblight upon their prosper.
ity without an effort to remove it. If the General Government will
not comply with its obligation to remove these Indians, the people
of Florida' must of necessity undertake it, be the consequences what
they may. _ B

'T hope I shall be favored with the views of the President as soon
ag it may suit his convenience to give his attention to i, upon this
subject. . ] o

. I am, with considerations of high respect,
Your most obedient servant.
THOS. BROWN.

[From the Secretary of the Interior to Governor Brown.]
DepaRTMENT, OF THE INTERIOR, '
Washington, October 13th, 1852. §
Siw :—Your letter of the 7th ultimo was received at the depart-
ment during my absence in Virginia, and my attention has but re-
cently been called to it. ' '
The visit of Billy Bowlegs, and other prominent Seminoles, to
this City, resulted in an agreement between them and the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs, which it is hoped will lead to an early emi-
gration of all the Indians from Florida, without resorting to other
than the means now employed to effect the object. A copy of that
agreement I have the honor to enclose. ‘
As to the proposed survey of the lands, occupied by the Indians,
T have had occasion heretofore to examine that matter, and hecame
satisfied that the survey could not be ordered without further legis-
lation by Congress. - :

. In connexion with this subject I respectfully refer you to the copy,

herewith, of a communication from the Commissioner of the Gener-

al Land Office. o
Trusting that the continied co-operation of the authorities of
Florida, and the General Government may result in the speedy re-
moval of all the Indians from the State, o
* I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER H. H. STUART, Sec’y.
His Excellency, Tuomas Brown, '
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

o1

[From J. Butterfield to the Secretary of the Interior.}
K GeEnerAL Lanp Orrice, '
¢ January 8th, 1852,
To the Hon. A, H. H. Sruarr,

Secretary of the Interior : '
S1r :—The accompanying letter from the Houn. 8. R. Mallory, of
Florida, expresses the desire that, while the Indian Department is
attempting to remove the Indians from Florida, the Government
may be induced to order the surveying the body of country known'
as the neutral ground, between the Indians and Whites, under the
expectation that such surveys will tend to convince the Indians of

the earnest intentions of the Government towards removing them,

and induce them the more readily to remove. :

The accompanying map shows, by the red line, the temporary
Indian boundary as arranged in the pacification of 1842. ‘

General Worth recommended the reservation of a body of coun-
try twenty-five miles north of said line, as indicated by the yellow
color, as neutral ground ; but the President, on recommendation of
this office, sanctioned the reservation of twenty miles exterior to the
red line, and as shewn by that colored green, by order dated 19th
May, 1845, as the neutral ground between the Indians and Whites.

The lands in this neutral ground, between the red and green lines,
are, it is believed, in great part subject to periodical overflow, and
therefore unfit for cultivation, and liable, consequently, to be claim-
ed by the State of Florida, as Swamp Lands under the Act of 28th
September, 1850,

Having promised Mr. Mallory to examine into this matter, and
report to you respecting it, I have to state that those lands are and
have been reserved by Executive orders for the purpose stated, since
19th May, 1845—that no survey of them, therefore, could he order-
ed until the Executive saw proper to revoke the existing order for
their reservation, and further, that, if the existing order were revok-
ed, this office, with the existing impression that those lands are
mostly of that character which renders them liable to be claimed as
Swamp Lands, could not recommend the surveying of them.

' With great respect,
Your obedient seivant,

o J. BUTTERFIELD, Cénimissioner.

Memorandum of an Agreement between Liuxe Lea, Commissioner of
- Indian Aflarrs, and Briry Bowrees, Nokose Emarrunam, Fos-
cuATcHLEE EmawrtHLAH, and Crocorr TustENvecEs, - Chiefs

3\‘ and Heud 3len of the Seminole Indians in Florida: -

" The said Indians having visited ‘Washington, for the purpose of see

iig the President and Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and of under-

standing from them what the Seminoles in Florida were required to
do in'regard to their removal West, and being now satisfied, from

‘what the President and Commissioner have said to them, that they,

and all the Seminoles in Florida, are under obligations to remove,

[



92

do hereby agree to usc all their influence for the pu i
their people to emigrate, at the carliest possible eélal;'.rpose of getting
The said L‘ea., Commissioner, as aforesaid, agreesthat the Indians
shall be comfortably transported to their country West of the Mis-
sissippi, and that for all the stoek, and ofher property, they may
leave in Florida, the owners shall be paid a reasonable pr,ice After
their removal, the Government will, by treaty, or otherwise a(iopt such
measures as may be necessary and proper for their pro,tection and
support. Their removal isto be conducted by General Blake, or such
other agent as the Government may appoint. And the Chiefs and
Hfaa.d Men who sign this agreement, faithfully pronﬁse to give the
said Agent all the assistance in their power, so that the removal of
32121;7& Indians in Florida may be effested with the least possible

S' . » - ] .
lssf{fned at the City of Washington, this 20th day of Septémber,

WITNEsS : .
. his ) H
JNO. JUMPER, b4 L. LEA, Com. Ind. Ag';j:xs,
mark o BILLY BOWLEGS, ¥ -
1S ]
'SARPARKE YOHOLO, I Ak
s mark, NOCOSE EMARTHLAH, 44
ABRAM. NL Interpreter, ‘ : mark. Dis
mark, y y
L BLARSE: ot FOSCHATCHEE EMARTHLAH,
JOA GRIFFT ™
KSON MORT ¥
R ON, CHOCOTE TUSTENUGGEE 54
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, ° : mark.
R. T. BIRCHETT, ’
J. M. HANSON.

[From Governor Brown to the Secretary of the Interior.]

Execurive DeparTiENT, FLORIDA,
o L bave the b Tallahassee, November 11, 1852.
1z :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of you

of the 13th. ult., with a copy of an agreegnent made ghe 2gth I(‘lz{;ttﬁl;'
Septeniber last, with Billy Bowlegs, and other prominent Seminole
Chiefs, who Tecently visited Washington city, under charge of Gen
Blake, Special Indian Agent, and also a copy of a letter from Mr.
Butterfield, late Commissioner of the General Land Office. I un-
derstand that Bowlegs and his party have returned to their nation ;
but I have not yet heard anything from Gen. Blake, in regard to
any movement on their part, indicating an intention to eomply in
good ”imth with their agreement to remove * with the least possible
delay”—and indeed, by this paper, they only ¢ agree to use their in-
fluence for the purpose of getting their people to emigrate at the
carliest possible day,” without fixing on any definite time in which
it must he performed. We helieve that, with their people, their in-
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fluence is paramount, if thoy choose to cxert it. But, from expe-

Hence, we have cause to know that their promises are not to_he re-

lied upon.. Therefore, 1 am not very sanguine of any favorable re-
sult from this last agreement, unless prompt steps are taken to satisfy
fhem that further procrastination will not be allowed.

1 am now the more firmly convineed of the propriety of my pro-
position for an immediate survey of the country which they occupy.
Such a movement, at this time, would have - a more salutary effect
to influence a compliance with their agreement, than all the regular
troops that could be sent into their country; and I regret to under-
stand that, from an examination of the subject, you have “become
satisfied that the survey could not be ordered without farther legis-
lation by Congress.” I beg leave to remark that, in the proposition
which T had the honor to submit, for the survey of the country in-
habited by the Indians, nothing was said about the survey of “ neu-
tral ground.” The State of Florida does not recognize any neutral
ground, within her. limits, over which her sovereignty does not ex-
tend. In regard to the opinion of Mr. Butterfield, on this subject,
and the propriety of . surveying lands in Florida which may be deem-
ed linble to be claimed as Swamp Lands, I respectfully refer you to
the act of Congress of the 28th. September, 1850, * to enable the
State.of Arkansas, and other States, to teclaim the Swamp Lands
within their limits,” in which it is declared “that it shall be the duty

_of the Secretary of the Interigr, as soon as may be practicable, after
the passage of this act, to make out an aecurate list and plats of
the lands described as aforesaid, ‘and transmit the same to the Gov-
ernor of Arkansas, (Florida,) and, at the request of said Governor,
cause a patent to issue to the State therefor, and on that patent, the
fee simple to said lands shall vest in the said State.” Now, may I
not respectfully -ask, if this act does not contemplate a survey of
those lands ? - Else, how is the Secretary of the Interior to perform
the duty assigned him, “ to make out accirate lists and plats,” so
that  a patent may issue to the State therefor, And the obligation
surely is not the less binding when a double duty is effected, to-wit:
the fulfilment of a treaty stipulation, in the removal of the Indians,
as well as the survey of the lands, which will enable ‘Florida to ac-
quire title, as other States have done, under a grant made by Con-

Tess. : o s o
g These aré important subjects, in whigh the prosperity of this State
is deeply concerned, and as the General Assembly will soon be in
session, I hope you will favor me with your opinion more fully, in

{ime for me to make a eommunication to that body.

. With the assurance of the continued co-operation of the author-
ities of Florida with the General Government, in its efforts to effect
a speedy renioval of the Indiang from the State, S
1 have the honor to be, Very respectfully, Your most ob’t. serv’t.,
T ' S THO. BROWN.
Hon. A. H. H. Stvarr, ~  + ' _
" Secrclary of the Interior.
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[From General Hopkins to Governor Brown.]

Pararma, November 7, 1852,

My Drar Sir :—Yourletters of the 13th and 30th of October, I
l{ave the hono_t: herewith to acknowledge. Your instructionin 1-e1’a-
tion to the Indian (Chiee) shall be adhered to. From authentic in-
formation, conveyed to me from Enterprise by the steamer of 2d this

month, Ileam signs of over twenty (20) Indians have been seen

on the west bank of Indian River, apparently made the evening be-
fore. The sign was discovered by a small party of my men, sent
out from the post, on that, the east side of Lake Monroe. The de-
tachment consisted of only four men, and one Licutenant. Similar
reconnoitering parties are regularly sent out by my orders, forthe
better security of the inhabitants on the frontier. From the ;earest
not over thirty-five miles, the sign was discovered. I shall leave
my head-qqarters in a day or two, for Fort Mellon, and from thence,
expect to direct my line of march for the late®Indian sign, and trail
them to their residing places, if possible; from thence djrzactjng my
course for Fort C_apron, on Indian River, U.S. Post, where I have
supplies. Shall visit Jupiter Inlet, examining closely the intermedi-
ate country to Okeechobee Lale, returning by way of the Kissime
This country has never been explored by the whites. It is all along.
way within our limits, and from an Indian I have learned that a
body of Sam Jones’ tribe are now digging compty there, and wait:
ing for me. From the severe and almost uninterrupted :axposure of
myself and men, fever has made its appearance among us, and 01'11_);
two out of our number (thirty-five or forty men) have es,caped I
am now laborlng'under intermittent, and twelve men reported unfit
for duty out of thirty-five. Under these unavoidable circumstances,
and considering the importance of the investigation to the State I
am about to make, I have ordered from Capt. Irwin’s company of
mounted v01u1.1t.eers, twenty men, with himself, to repair to Fort Mel-
lon, as an additional force. The sick must he left in Post. My com-
mand will then be about forty men, or over; a foree small enough
to penetrate the country I am about to visit, and resist the dangers -
that might arise. Capt. Irwin’s company have not yet been on pay,
and will only be enrolled from the date of their departure. for the
presentexpedition. I am clearly of opinion, had you refused the fre-
quent applications made to you by the frontier settlers, that long be-
fore this time many families would have peen murdered, and the en-
tire line of occupants been broken up. You can readﬁy see, even
with the constant vigilence I keep up, how daring these savag,es are,
and they are only waiting a fit opportunity to strike a deadly blow
upon our inhabitants, in retaliation for what we have done. There-
can be no safety for us while an Indian lives in the land. The ad-
ministration has determined to put them out. If the Indians are sin-
cere in their promise to remove, why, a few weeks would suffice. for
ggthex:mg their goods and chattels. It would be an assurance of their
sincerity. If they do not intend to go, every hour places them in 2

1
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better situaion for resistance. Theundecided, and vascillating course
heretofore pursued by our Government towards these savages, even
gives them (the Indians) a contempt for our authority, and causes
them to construe forbearance, into fear. Billy told me, while here,
that he would not go. It has been quite an oversight in the Gen-
eral Government, allowing arms and amunition sold the Indians at
all, after the agreement made by Gen. Worth. Mr. Canada, one of
the settlers, says he sold from his store alone, four hundred rifles,
since that agreement. Billy purchased here a keg of powder, I am
told. '

_If Gen. Blake suspends operations until March, without any de-
monstration on the part of the Indians, for removal, you may give
them another year here, or more. Your orders in relation to my
muster rolls, &e., shall be obeyed ; it will however be impossible to
perfect every thing until my return from the presert expedition.
~ I have the honor to be yours,

Very respectfully and troly, '
' B. HOPKINS,
Maj. Gen. 2d D. F. M., and Special Agent.
His Excellency Tmos. Brown, : '
- Tallahasses.

o

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS.

From Governor Brown to B, A. Putnam, Surveyor General of Florida.

Exrcutive DEpARTMENT, FLORIDA, %
. TavlLamasses, April 22, 1851.

Sir : I received from the Commissioner of the General Land Of-
fice, during the late session of the General Assembly, a letter en-
closing a copy of “ Instructions tothe Surveyor General of Florida,”
for the selection of “the Swamp and Overflowed Lands”” granted by
Congress to the State of Florida, and I intended to have communi-
cated with you on the subject immediately on the adjournment of the
"Legislature, in obedience to an act of that body, empowering me to
take the necessary measures for securing the lands to which the
‘State is entitled under that grant; but a favorable opportunity offer-
ing to visit the Keys on the Florida coast, and the Everglades on
the peninsula, from whence I expected to obtain information which
‘might be important to the State, in regard to the better performance
“of the duty imposed upon me, I delayed writing until my return.

Mr. Butterfield, the Commissioner, says: * You will perceive that

by these instructions, the Surveyor General is authorized to receive
such reliable evidence of the character of any of these lands as may
be presented by the authorities of the State ; and as many of the
lands were probably surveyed at dry seasons, and hence are not rep-
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resented by the descriptive notes or plats as heing of that charac.
ter, I have supposcd that it may he a matter of sufficient importance
to induce you to call upon the County Surveyors, or other respecta-
ble persons of your State, for a statement under oath of the swamp
-or overflowed lands in their respective counties.” '

“ Such testimony, you perceive, will be regarded as establishing

the facts in the case,” &c. In this, I recognize great liberality on.
the part of the Commissioner ; and it is my duty to the State to avail
myself of it, as far as practicable. But how to accomplish it in the
best way, T find'much difficulty, and want information. It seems to
me that nothing can be done on my part, until you have fully acted
on the-subject, in accordance with the instructions given you; and
then it will be necessary that I be furnished with a' complete set of
maps of all the surveys made in the State, noting accurately all the
lands that have been disposed of by the United States up to the date
of the grant by Congress, with the swamp and overflowed lands de-
signated by you to the State ;. and until put in possession of such in-
formation, it seems impossible for any persons appointed on the part
of the State to act in the matter.

Believing that you feel, with me, a deep interest in behalf of the
State, in a proper performance of this duty, I beg that you will fur-
nish me with such information and advice as you may deem, useful.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

, THOMAS BROWN.
Major B. A. Purnau, Surveyor General of Florida.

[

From B. A. Putnam, Surveyor General, to Governor BroWn.

Survevor Grnerar’s OFrICE,
St. Augustine, May 1st, 1851. 2
Sir :—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your official
communication of the 22d ult, in relation to the swamp and overflowed
lands granted to the State by Congress. Great difficulty suggested
itself to me in making the selection, and I addressed the Commissioner
on the subject, and determined to delay my action until I should re.
ceive further instructions, and until I could be advised what -steps
the State authorities would adopt, and receive such satisfactory evi-
dence to ascertain- the lands embraced in the grant, as they shon
furnish to me. C . )
- I have received no further instructions, and your communication
removes all cause for further delay on my part. I will address the
Commissioner again on the subject, and enclose a copy of your letter,
and then take such action as I shall be advised by him.
I am very respectfully,
- Your Obedient Servant,
B.. A. PUTNAM, Surveyor General.
His Excellency, Tuomas Brown, Governor of Florida.
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rom Covernor Brown to B. A.. Putnam, Surveyor General of Florida,
TaLLAHASSEE, June 24, 1851.

Sir ¢ The Commissioner of the General Land Office having, in his
instructions to you of the 21st November last, expressed the wish that
the duty of designating the swamp and overflowed lands granted to
this State by Congress should be performed as * speedily as possi-
ble,” [ am desirous that no unnecessary delay may be interposed on
the part of the State authorities. . o

In view of the many difficulties which would attend the appoint.
ment of agents in each county, without a prospect of accomplish-
ing the object desired, I am of the opinion that the duty would be
better performed by the appointment of one or two qualified persons,
well acquainted with the land surveys in thig State, to act with you
in making out the necessary lists from the field notes of the surveys
on file in your officé, and who could—when they believed the facts
or information obtained would authorize it—visit any pz}ytlculal- por-
tion of the State, and make the requisite examination in- person.—
And as it is probable you would require additional clerks to ?nable
you to perform the duty, they would serve that purpose, by heing al-
lowed a reasonable compensation as exira clerks in your office, with
a moderate compensation on the part of the State. In this way, the
duty would be better performed, without-a heavy charge, either to
the State or the United States. ) o )

I shall be glad to hear from you on this subject ; and if you ap-
prove the suggestion, would unite with you in recommending suita-
ble persons, or I would be glad to have from you any view or plans
you may think proper to suggest. )

' -espectfully, your most obedient, &c.,
T om, very respectify, ¥ - THOMAS BROWN.
" Major B. A. Purwam, Surveyor General of Florida.

From B. A. Putnam, Surveyor General, to Governor Brown,
Survevor Generav’s OFFICE, }
v St. Augustine, July 7th, 1851. §
Sir :—I have received your_ official communication of the 24th
June, in relation to the selection.of the swamp lands given by Con-
gress to the State of Florida. In reply, I beg leave to say that any
arrangements that may be adopted by the Commissioner and yourself
will be executed by me as .promptly as practicable. I prefer that, if
any State Agent shall be appointed, that they shall be independent
of this office, and be paid as such, and not as my clerks. ButIleave
this matter to be adjusted as the Commissioner and yourself shall de-
termine, as I am unwilling that any views or wishes of mine, shall
either embarrass or defeat any plan that may be d_eemed desirable.
In the meantime, and until I hear fronithe Commissioner, and receive
his further instructions in the premises, I will delay further action:
o I am, very respecttully, your ohedient servant,
- B. A. PUTNAM; Surveyor, General.
Appendix 13 @ o
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From Governor Brown to B. A. Putnam, Surveyor General,
Ezecurive OrricE, FLoripa,
Tallahassee, November 15th, 1851.

8ir :—In accordance with the instructions and suggestions of the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, of the 2Est November,
1850, and in obedience to the Act of the General Assembly of this
State, passed 24th January, 1851, directing the Governor “to take
such measures as to hizn'may seem expedient, and most to the inter-
est of this State, in securing and classifying the lands lately granted
to this State, designated as Swamp and Overflowed Lands,” I have
appointed Mr. Henry Wells, and. Dr. Arthur Randolph, as' Agents
on behalf of the State to perform this duty. Their character and
qualifications being well known to you and at the General Land office
at Washington, and their experience and acquaintance with the land
surveys in this State, will insure full confidence in their aéts, and I
am sure will receive from you all the aid and assistance in the per-
formance of this important work for the State, that they may need.
I am, with high respect, your most obedient, &c. :
THOMAS BROWN.

Maj. B. A. Purnaw, Surveyor General of Florida.

From B. A Putnam éurveyor General, to Governor Brown.
Survevor GENERaL’S OFFICE,
St. Augustine, December 9th, 1851. g
Sur :—Your official communieation of the 15th November, ult., ad-
vising me that Dr. A. M. Randolph and Henry Wells, have been
appointed State Agents for the selection of lands granted to the State
by act of Congress, 28th September, has been received.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. A. PUTNAM, Surveyor General.
His Excellency, Troxas Browx, Governor of Florida.

[From EGovernor Brown to the Commissioner of the General Eand Office.]
Tarranmasses, December 23, 1851.

Bir :—By the act of the General Assembly of this State, it is de-
clared, “ that the Governor is authorized, and hereby requested, to
take such measures as to him may seem expedient and mest to the
interest of this State, in securing and classifying the lands lately
granted to this State, designated as Swamp or Overflowed Lands,”
and as I possess very little information in regard to the practical
part of sueh duty, and, from the sparse population of mest of the
Counties in the State, I knew that I would net be able to find

“ County Surveyors, or other reputable persons,” who conld perform .

properly the duty of selecting the Swamp Lands, I have appeinted
Mr. Henry Wells-and Dr. Arthor Randolph as Speeial Agents for
the State. They bave both been, for many years, largely engaged
in the survey of public lands in this State, and are well known at the
Surveyor General’s Office, and, I presume, al the General Land Of-
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fice; and, in addition to their. qualifications and experience, are
gentlemen of high character, whose acts can be relied npon.

Dr. Randelph has goue to St. Augistine, for the purpose of un-
dertaking tke duties which he has engaged to perform. But, from
the enclosed lettes addressed to me, and the one from the Surveyor
General to kim, thera appears to be some difficulty in obtaining ac-
cess to the notes and maps, which are necessary to enable him to
‘go on with the work. The subject being uovel to me, I have
thought you will be better able to understand what is desired, by en-
closing to you the letters, thar I could explain without them. I re-
spectfully ask that the access desired may be granted, if it is not in-
compatible with the regulations of the Gffice. o

I understand that, with the early surveys in this State, the field
notes were_not returned, or not fully returned, to the Surveyor Gen-
eral’s office, ard, in such cases, it is made the duty of the State
Agents to make persenal examination and report. Dr. Randolph
thinks what the Surveyor Gereral is now doing in the way of se-
lections, is useless,- and calenlated to create confusion, 1 have,
therefore, requested him to suspend further operations until he, or
-myself,. can receive instructiors from you. _

You would greatly oblige me, it we are nef pursning'a proper
course, to give me such advice and instructions as you may deem:
useful. . .

: I am, with high respect, :
Your most obedient servant,
: ' THO. BRGWN.
J. BurrerrirLy, Esq,,
' Conunissioner General Land Qffice.

Copy of a contract made with Henry WrLrs, and A. M. Rawporrs,
- as Slale Agents te select the Swamp Lands. :

In accordance with the provisions of an Act of Congress entitled,
“An Act to enable the State of Arkansas and other States to re-
¢laim the swamp lands within their limits, approved September 28th,
1851, and of ar act of the General Assembly of Florida passed in
conformity therewith, entitled an Act to secure the Swamp and Over-
flowed Lands lately granted te the State, and for other purposes, ap-
proved January 24th, 1851,” I Thomas Brown, Governer of the
State of Flerida, by and under the power and authority therein con-
fided, have agreed aud do hereby enter into centract with Henry
Wells and Arthur M. Randoiph, of the State of Florida, as agents
on behalf of the snid State, to execute the duties contemplated by
the aforesaid acts and under the instréctions whichhave been given or
which miay hereafier be given, by the Cemmissioner of the Gener-
al Land Office of the United States, to the Surveyor General of
Florida, or in any other form. [Iun the performance of this work,
the said Henry Wells and Arthar M. Randolph, eovenant and agres
to use all dus and proper diligence in securing and glassifying the
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lands lately granted to this State, designated as “ Swamp or over-
flowed Lands.” The basis of their operations will be the Township
Maps wlich they will obtain from the office of the Surveyor Gener-
al 5 and from the several local land offices in the State, the numbers
of all entries or lands previously ‘disposed of by the General Goy-
ernment, and will test the accuracy of the Topography by examin.
ation on the ground, correcting all important ervors and noting tthe
true line of overflow. Every legal subdivision embraced wi hin

such line will be entered in a note book to be kept in the followin
form : : 8

Selection. | Section. | Township. | Raunge. | Area. | Remarks!
From these lists and the eye, draughts, diagrams, or if hecessary,

actual measurements made in the field, will be compiled maps, one
of every T‘O\w'n§hip, exhibiting the topography as corrected the line
of overflow, private entries, grants, reservations and lands already
owned by the State. Onb return to the office of the Register of Pub-
lic Lands, of this State, the note books containing the lists as above
specified, an entry for each legal sabdivision, and a complete set of
Township Maps, made with accuracy and snificient neatness to he
forwarded to Washington as originals from which the final copies
are to be made, will be the performance of this contract : and the
dut.les'herem agreed to be performed, and-the obligations il’]tO which
the said Henry Wells and’ Arthur M. Randolph have entered and
will entitle them to receive eight mills for each acre of « Swamp
and overflowed Lands” selected and returned by them and confirm-
ed to the State by the aathorities at Washington, as contemplated
by the act‘of Congress before recited. Andit is hereby stipulated
and agreed, by the authority in me vested, that the said Heary Wells
and Arthur M. Randolph shall be allowed and entitled to receive
eight mills per acre for all the “Bwamp and overflowed Lands”
which they shall secure and return with the proper note books, en-
t}-les, maps, &ec., as herein hefore stipulated, and which shall be,con-
firmed to the State, to be audited by the Comptroller of this State
and “paid outof any monies received from the sale of said Lands”
as provided by the act of the General Assembly before recited. To
the true intent and meaning whereof, the parties have jointl.' sub-
scribed this contract and agreement in duplicates. Y

THOMAS BROWN,

HENRY WELLS, 1

ARTHUR M. RANDOLPH.’

[Commiesioner of the General Land Office to Gor. Brown.}
GENERAL LanDp ‘OFricE, -
Jannary 22d, 1852, §
- -
_ Sir:—In reply to your communication of the 23d ultimo, inclos-
ing a letter frown the Surveyor General of Florida, to Dr. A, M.‘Ran-

.
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dolph, and also Dr. R’s. letter to you, Thave the honor to state, that
the Surveyor General of your State has transmitted to this Office,
certiied lists of Swampand Overflowed Lands enuring to the State of
Florida, under the Act of Congress, approved September 28th 1850,
in all the Ladd Districts of that State. So far as'these lists hiave
been examined in this Office, they appear to be correct. The Sar-
veyor General, however, remarks that there may be other Swamp
Lands in the Townships of which he has reported a part, and in
other Townships where he has selected none, which are’ not so de-
signated by the field notes in his office: "He also states that'so far
as these selections have been made, he has'been governed eitirely
by the field notes—and if, as he suggésts, ‘there should be' other
Swamp Lands in those ‘Townships, or in other portions of the State,
his action will not deprive the State of her just rights in the prem-
ises—as his reports will not be regarded by this office, as exé¢luding
any. lands that may be ascertained by actual eéxamination, to be
“gwamp or overflowed,” within the meaning of the Act, from being-
hereafter reported, approved and patented to the State, notwith-
standing the field notes do not-deseribe them as’ “ Swamp or Over-
flowed” Lands. The ageits 'appointed by you ean examine the
character of those ather lands, (should there be any,) and if they
can furnish satisfzctory evidence to the Surveyor General that there
are Swamp Lands “otker than those embraced in his reports, he will
report them, accompanied, however,. Wwith his approval, and sach
testimony as they may adduce, to this office. The action of the
Surveyor General thus far, instead of creating confusion, as is al-
leged by Dr. Randolph, will only facilitate the work of the State’s
Agents, and vastly decrease their labors., Agreeably to the instrue-
tions issued from this office, selections made by the State authori-
ties, cannot be reco gnized by this office, without the approval of the
Surveyor Geueral, as first obtained thereto. If the Surveyor Gen-
-eral has already reported a@ll the lands that are shown to be
“Swamp and Overflowed” by the field notes in his office, the ne-
cessity for access to his books and papers, by the States’s Agents,
simply for information to enable them to discharge their duty, is en-
tirely obviated, as the records in his office, in that event, will not
furnish them with any further information, than what he has already
acted upon and reported, and with which, -as I caneceive, they have
‘1o legitimate right to interfere. And, if he has not selected and re-
ported all the lands that are shown to be Swamp and Overflowed
by the field notes, he will be instructed to do so without nnnecessa-
1y delay. It might perhaps be of service to the State’s Agents to
be furnished with copies of the selections already reported—instrue-
tions will be given to the Surveyor Gieneral to furnish the same up-
on their application therefor, o ‘ B
It is believed that a portion of the surveys in Florida were made
during the dry seasons of the year, and consequently the field notes
do.not fully show the character of all the surveyéd lands, To ob-
viate the difficulties in such cases, the Bniveyor General ‘will be di-
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rected to furnish diagrams of the Township plats of such Townships
or parts of Townships, upon the application of the Agents of the
State, so far as they may, by satisfactory evidence, establish the
fact that the same embrace lands rendered unfit for cultivation by
being Swamp or Overflowed, and so far asin his judgment the same
may be ubsolutely necessary to enable them to discharge their du:
ties properly. When they have completed their examinations, they
will report the selections, supported by proper affidavits, to the Sur.
veyor General, and he, if satisfied of their correctness, will approve
and report the selections thus made, together with the evidence fur-
nished, to this office, for final action thereon. In no event, however,
can any of the official records or papers, of the Surveyor General’s
oflice, be taken from’ that office, for any purpose whatever—yet, he
will be requested to afford the State’s Agents, in the prosecution of en-
quiries connected with their duties, such reasonable facilities; as

will not interfere with the eurrent business of his office. ‘
I herewith inclose you a copy of my letter to the Surveyor Gen-
eral—beating even date herewith—giving him the instructions inti-
mated in this letter. :
I have the honor to be,
Very respecttully,

Your obedient servant,

J. BUTTERFIELD, Conunissioner.
His Excellency, the Governor of Florida, ’ , '
Tallahassee, Florida. '

‘

[From J. Butterfield to Major Putnam.] : .
Gexenrarn Laxp Orrice, )
January 22d, 1852, % '
. B. A. Purnan, Esq., Surveyor General,
' St. Augustine, Florida : . »
Smr:—The Agents of the State of Florida, in the discharge of
their duties in reference to the Swamp and Overflowed Lands, may
find it necessary to be possessed of copies of the lists of selections
you have already reported, and you are requested to furnish such
copies on their application. C
Iu the letters accompanying your lists of Swamp aad Overflowed
Lands it is not stated whether you have selected all the lands which
the field notes of your office indicate to be of that character, It
you have not’ selected all you will proceed to select and report the
residue as soon'as practicable. : .
It is believed that a portion of the surveys in Florida was'execu-
ted during the dry season of the year, and consequently the exterit
to which the same aré subject to overflow ; and unfit for cultivation
from that canse, is not ascertainable from the field notes in your of.
fice. Itis understood to be the duty of the State’s Agents to en-
deavor to determine the extent to which such lands surveyed in the
dry season are subject to overflow, and in order to do so they may
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find it necessary to be furnished with copies of the plats or diagrams
of such Townships or fractional Townships as are liable {6 be so
affected, and to the extent that yom are satisfied that such copies
are necessary for the purposes referred to, you are requested tp fur-
nish them. ) ' B S o

To facilitate such operations there is herewith furnished a num-
ber of printed diagrams which may be used in the work. :

I herewith transmit to you a copy of a communication of this
date addressed by me to the Governor of Florida, to whom a copy
of this letter has also been transmitted, with a .view to understand-
ing and harmonious action between you. S

In the prosecution of enguities connected with their duties, the
Agents of the State will be afforded such reasonable facilities as will
hot interfere with the currentduties of your office. .

T Very respeetfully, ,

Your obedient servant. -

J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner..

[From Governor Brown to Major Putnam.] - - '
Tarvafdasseg, March 9, 18527
. S1r :—In December last, at the request of Dr. A, M. Randolph, I
wrote to the Commissioner of the General Land Office on the sub-
ject of the selection of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands, and re-
ceived in reply a letter dated 22d January, and a copy of a letter of
the same date addressed to you on the same subject. - '

My object is to secure to the State the lands granted by Congress
with as much accuracy and with as little cost as circumstances will
permit. In the copy of the letter to you, the Commissioner says:
“The affidavits of the County Surveyors and other reputable per-
sons that they understand, and have examined the lines, and that
the lands bounded by lines thus examined, and particularly designa-
ted in the affidavits, are of the character embraced by the law,
should be sufficient.” Knowing that the County Surveyors gene-
rally know little or nothing of the land surveys in Florida; and many
of them are probably ignorant of practical surveying, and that it
would be to the interest of ‘all parties that the duty should be per-
formed by men of character and experience, I selected Dr. Ran.
dolph and Mr. Wells, from their known standing and practical in-
formation, who could greatly facilitate the performance of the work,
and relieve you from much trouble. I did not imagine that any dif-
ficulty could occur. I cannot think that any will occur. Itis a
duty with which you are more familiar than I ean possibly be; and
there heing no motive to do other than right, there should be nothing
surely to prevent * harmonious action between us.”

The Agents are very desirous to eommence the work, and to com-
plete it as they go. They have, therefore, directed me to request
of you to take up-one District of the State at a time, say the West-
ern District, and finish your “ designation” ‘from the field notes in
your office ; and that they may be furiished with copies of the plats
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or diagrams necessary to enable them to ascertsin and report such
other lauds properly coming within the provisions of the grant which
may not have been embraced in yourdesignation and feport,; and I
would remark that this seems to .me to be the most simple and
straight-forward course that can be adopted. e
I am, very respectfully, _

o Y our most obedient servant, . -
Major B. A. Purnax, © THOMAS BROWN.
Surveyor General of Florida. '

[From the Surveyor General tOZG':ovemo'r Bro_w-n.] ’ o
. v Survevor General’s OFFICE,
. * St Augustine, March 22d, 1852.

Str :—1 have the honor to acknowledge the - receipt of your of-
ficial communication of the 9th inst., in relation to the Swamp and
Overflowed lands granted to the State by Congress. I beg leave to
assare you that, as it is my desire, so it shall be my endeavor, to act
in harmony with you, in the execution of this duty. Tam not aware
of the existence of any cause that can produce disagreement between
us, at least of any embarrassing nature.

In your communication of the 19th December, 1851, I flod tl}e
following clause : “I, therefore, respectfully request- that you. w.lll
suspend further operations, until Ireceive a reply from the  Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office.” In consequence of this request;
I have delayed to make any further selections, up to this time,

The chief difficulty is in ascertaining, not the Swamp Lands, but
the Lands liable to be Overflowed. -To them, it seems.to me, the
attention of the agents ought to be directed. I am willing to com-
mence the selection at any point or division of the State .you sha%l
think best. The most simple and efficient mode of proceeding, it
oceurs to me, will be, for the agents to make their examinations by
"Fownships—beginning, as_you suggest, in the’ Western District—
of -such Lands as are.liable fo Overflow, and, as they complete a
Township, let them report the result to this office. I will then takg
up the same Towuship, and ascertain the Swamp Lands, by the
field notes, and make out the Schedule, which I am requested by
the Commissioner to make out and forward to him, and to the 1002'.11
officers in Florida, and a copy will be forwarded to you, In this
way, the selection will be done in harmony, and promptly and effi-
ciently, and the Schedules will be complete, and show all the Land
to which the State is entitled, in; the various Townships. If 'this
suggestion meets your approbation, and you will -so instruet the
Agents, the Schedules shall be made up in this offiee as r_apldLy as
the Agents shall {urnish their reports. L :

"1 am, very respectfully, . S .
Your obedient servant, . o
. _ B. A. PUTNAM, -
His Excellency, Tromas Browr, Surveyor General.
Governor of Florida. :
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[From Governor Brown to Major Patnam.]

Tarrauasser, April 9, 1852.

Sir:—T have the honor to acknowledge thé receipt of your letter
of the 22d ult. 1 think the course which should be pursued in the
zelection of the “Swamp and Overflowed Lands,” under the provi-
sions of the Act of Congress and the instructions of the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office, have been so clearly pointed
out in his letters of the 22d January last, that there can be now no
difficulty in the way of our executing the work on our part with en-
tire harmony. It was my opinion, in the first instance, that you
were required first to make the selections from the field notes in
your office before the State Agents could commence their examina-
tions, and it appears that you entertained the same opinion; but Dr.
Randolph was of a different opinion, and it was to settle this diffi-
culty that I wrote to the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
when T requested you to suspend further operations until I received
his reply and farther instructions, which are given in his letters
above referred to, in which he says: ¢ The action of the Surveyor
General thus far, instead of creating confusion, as is alleged by Dr.
Randolph, will only facilitate the work of the State Agents, and
vastly decrease their labors.” In this opinion I entirely coneur, and
it is the very cnurse I desired to pursue, so that the State Agents
may follow you in the work. -

But you say in your letter of the 22d March, “The most simple
and effectual mode of proceeding, it occurs to me, will be for the
agents to make their examination by townships—beginning as yon
suggested, in the Western District of such lands as are liable to over-
flow, and as they complete a Township, let them report the result to
this office. I will then take up the same township and ascertain the
swamp lands by the field notes.” This course, surely, would not be
in conformity to the instructions of the Commissioner, and would, I
em sure, create the confusion we desire to avoid ; because, even all
the swamp lands may not have been reported by the field notes, and
the object in employing State agents, is, afier you have made your
report from the field notes in your office, the State agents may take
up the work, and after examination in person, report such swamp and
overflowed lands coming within the provisions of the grant as may not
have been reported by the field notes in your office.

The Commissioner says in his letter to me, * He (the Surveyor
General) also states that so far as these selections have heen made,
he has been governed entirely by the field notes, and if, as he sug-
gests, there should be other swamp lands in those townships, or in
other portions of the State, his action will not deprive the State of
her just rights in the premises, as his report will not be regarded by
this office as excluding any lands that may be ascertained by actual
ezamination to be swamp or overflowed lands, within the meaning of
the act, from being hereafter reported, approved and patented by the
State, notwithstanding the field notes do not describe them as swamp
and overflowed lands.” Appendiz 14

T, T

Bl s cE et




16¢

It appears to me, therefore, clearly, as the instiuctions of the Com-
missioner, and evidently the proper course, that you shall first proceed
to make the selections from the field notes and records in your office,
and furnish the State agents with the necessary plats and maps as
you progress, and they will then follow and complete the work, by
actual examination in the field, and make the final report to you.

It should be remembered that your office affords no evidence of
the entries and sales which have been made since the surveys; so
that much of the swamp and overflowed lends which you might de-
gignate from the field notes as belonging to the State, may have be.
come individual property before the grant by Congress. The State
agents would, in this final report, correct these cases, and thereby
save much trouble, and enable you to make a clean report to the
General Land Office.

The agents are anxious to proceed in their work, and I hope you
will prepare the plats and maps as you proceed ; so that they may
be obtained upon their application. And whatever portion of the
State you commence with, they would be glad if you would complets
the work as you proceed, furnishing the maps by township ranges.

I am, with high vespect, your most obedient, &c.,
, THOMAS BROWN.

Major B. A. Purnam, Surveyor General of Florida.

From B. A, Putnam, Surveyor General, o Governor Brown.
Survevor GENERAL’s OFFICE,
St. AveusTing, April 16, 1852.

Sir: I hasten to reply to your official communication of the 9tk
instant, received last night. 1 regret exceedingly that there should
be any difference of opinion between us in relation to the mode of
proceeding in the selection of the swamp and lands liable to be
overflowed. I beg leave to call your attention to the letter of in-
structions from the Commissioner on this subject, dated the 22d
January ultimo, a copy of which has been furnished to you. He
writes thus : It is believed that a portion of the surveys in Florida
was executed during the dry season of the year, and consequently
the extent to which the same are subject to overflow and unfit for
cultivation from that cause is not ascertainable from the field notesin
your office.” It is understood to be the duty of the State’s agents
to endeavor to determine the extent to which such lands surveyed in
dry seasons are subject to overflow, and in order to do so, they may
find it necessary to be furnished with copies of the plats or diagramg
of such townships or fractional townships as are liable to be so af-
fected ; and to the extent that you are satisfied that such copies are
necessary for the purposes referred to, you are requested to furnish
them.”

It seems to me that this paragraph briefly and clearly prescribes
my duty, and that the construction which I have given to it is the
wue construction. I beg leave to remark, that none of my instrue-
tions on this subject require me to furnish even the Commissioner
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with plats exhibiting thereon the selections of awamp and other land
made by me; I am only required to furnish & schedule thercof,
agreeably to the form given to me, exhibiting therein the section or
part of section selected—the township and range, and quantity ; and
copies of these are to be sent to the local offices. o go beyond
my instructions, and do what you require, would keep the whole
force of this office constantly occupied, to the exclusion of the cur-
rent and pressing business also claiming my attention.

If the agents desire copies of plats of any fownship, to be ex-
amined by them, in order to ascertain and report the quantity of land
embraced therein liable to overflow, they shall, upon application, be
furnished with them as speedily as practicable. Upon these town-
ship plats, they can designate in ink or peneil lines, as well swamp
as lands liable to overflow ; and having done so, upon returning
them to this office, accompanied with their affidavits of their cor-
rectness, I will proceed to examine the same townships by field notes
of the surveys, and select the lands indicated as swamp Jands, adop-
ting where the field notes are silent, the reported swamp lands by
the State agents. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. A. PUTNAM,

His Excellency Governor Brown, Surveyor General.

Frem John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown. .
WasHINeTON CrrYy, January lst, 1852,

Sir :—After a service of fourteen years in the General Land Office,
T have been induced to enter upon the business of a Land Agent in
this city, so much needed by all sections of the country in which the
public lands are situated. It has occurred to me, and been sugges-
ted by others, that the interests of your State may be greatly benefited
by the employment kere, of a competent agent, to protect and defend
the rights of your State, by intelligent and prompt action in her be-
half, in all cases ef claims conflicting with those of your State, espe-
<cially in regard to the selections making under the act of 28th Sep-
tember, 1850. ’ ‘

Should you desire to avail yourself of my experience in the varied
questions that will arise in the progress of this or any other business
before the General Land Office, I can assure you of vigilant and un-
ceasing aftention to any subjects entrusted to my care.

I am with much respect, your obedient servant,
JOHN Y. BRYANT.

Hon. Tromas Browr, Governor of Florida.

From Governor Brown to John Y. Bryant.
Execurive DeparTienT, Frorins, ?
TALLABASSEE, January 8, 1852. §
Sir : T have just received yours of the 1st instant.
I am fully impressed with the benefits which might result to this.
State from the services of a competent agent at the City of Wash-
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ington, to attend to the rights of this State in all cases of claims
generally, but particularly in regard to the selections under the act
of the 28th September, 1850, wherein I am sensible of my need of
much information.

I shall be very glad to avail myself, on behalf of this State, of
your services, and hope you will confer freely and fully with me on
all such land subjects as you may consider this State to be intercst-
ed, and particuiarly in regard to the “swamp and overflowed lands’”
granted to this State by an act of Congress of 28th September,
1850. THOMAS BROWN. .

From John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown,

‘W asaingToN Crry,
January 19, 1852. %

Sir: Yours of the 8th, in reply-to mine of the 1st instant, wag
duly received.

Realizing to some extent the necessity of havinga competent per-
son employed in this city, whose duty it shall be to represent and
protect the interests of your State, in regard to lands granted hy tha
several acts of Congress, you ask me to communicate freely with
You, more especially at this time, in relation to the operations of the
laws of 28th September, 1850, granting to the several States “gwamp
and overflowed lands.”” The extent of this description of lands is
greater in the State of Florida than in any of the others, perhaps
than all the other States; and if this and other grants to your State
are judiciously managed, will yield an immense revenue—the ad-
vantage of which is incalculable, in contemplation of the fiture pros-
perity of Florida.

The particular object Congress had in view in making this grant
was, as you know, to enable the several States to reclaim the lands
within their respective limits subject to overflow. This grant, there-
fore, embraces not only swamp lands so called, but such as are sub-
ject to periodical overflows, regularly or irregularly, so 4s to deter
improvement, unless the land be protected by artificial means ; thus,
there may be a ¢ section,” otherwise advantageously situated, which
persons might be deterred from risking crops upon, as a general
thing, but which may, by very little expense, be protected, and ren-
dered extremely valuable. These the State would have the right
under the law to select and claim.

The Department has in all the past, and will continue in the fi-
ture, to confine the selections made under this law, upon the sligh-
test pretext, to the submerged, and consequently the most valueless,
(as a general thing,) that may be reported, and in this way deprive
the State of innumerable and valuable tracts, to which it is fairly
and justly entitled under the law. In these contests between the
States and the Department, an agent always at hand examining the
selections in detail, and contesting on the instant every attempt to
deprive the State of what a fair and proper construction of the laws
would give her, would save to the State a very large amount of the
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most valuable lands. The rejection of selections is always done with-
a free hand, and for various causes ; and among these, in conse-
quence of conflicting claims, many of which, having no merit in.
themselves, yet present obstacles, sufficient at the moment to prevent
confirmation to the State, unless such claims are promptly investi-
gated, and if groundless or defective, made to yield to the vested
right in the State. . .
These conflictions are so varied in their origin, and generally in
such a state of suspense, for want of proper examination asto the
rights of alleged claimants, as to debar the State from the present
advantages in making selections to tha full extent of the intention of*
the Jlaws. They involve so many considerations, as to prevent their
enumeration within the scope of a single communication. Having
been for several years engaged on this particular branch of official
duty, (State selections,) and familiar with the obstacles and vexa-
tions which the State authorities have had to encounter in the ad-

judication of these grants, and the disadvantages they have labored

under for the want of proper information, and the assistance of a
competent person here, familiar with the constructions and precedents
in such cases, I have been induced to devote myself to the taslk,
which I feel confident my experience will enable me to fulfil with
credit to niyself, and advantage to those who avail of my services.

The lists should be thoroughly cxamined by the agent of the
State, when™ presented for the consideration of the General Land
Office, who should make himself acquainted with every objection
urged against the confirmation of particular tracts ; and in order to.
enable me to act effectively in your behalf, it is requisite that I have
full power to interpose in all matters involving the interests of your
State in the public domain. .

You will readily perceive that this service must necessarily con-
sume much time—require considerable labor :and unceasing vigi-
lance, and that the compensation should be such as te remunerate:
mé ; yet I know not to what extent you may feel disposed, or be au-
thorized to allow, but would be pleased to have your views on that

oint.
P I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Y. BRYANT.

Hon. Tromuas Brown, Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

From Governor Brown to John Y. Bryant.

Exzcurive DEpaRTMENT, FLORIDA,
Tarranasseg, February 18, 1852.

Sir : Causes which I could not control have prevented my reply-
ing to your letter of the 19th ultimo until now.

I have no doubt that it would -be important to the interests of this
State to have a competent person at Washington to attend her land
elaims ; but I have no autherity to appoint a salaried officer for that
purpose, or to make an appointment, unless a contingency should




g nme
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occur. I think it highly probable that it may become necessary to
have some person qualified to attend to such claims.

In regard to the swamp and overflowed lands granted to this State
by the act of Congress of the 28th September, 1850, the duty of
designation in the first instance rests upon the Surveyor General of
this State, who is now engaged in the performance of that duty, from
the field notes of surveys in his office. When that duty has been
performed and reported, it would become my duty to examine into
its accuracy ; and for that purpose, I have appointed two gentlemen
of this State, of practical information in land surveys in this State,
who will make personal examination, and report all lands to which
the State may be entitled under the grant by Congress, not embraced
in the report of the Surveyor General. When the report of the
State agents is made, it may become important to have the benefit
of experienced counsel on behalf of this State, and I shall be hap-
py to avail the State of the benefit of your services ; or if any thing
should occur, wherein you could render service to the State in re.
gard to the land claims, I shall be glad to have the benefit of your
services on behalf of the State, and to allow you a reasonable com.
Yensation proportionate to the services rendered. Having no know-

edge of the character of the services which you may be called on

to render, I could form no idea of the compensation ; but I am wil-
ling to say, for all useful and necessary services rendered, the com.
pensation shall be as liberal as is usual in such cases. -

With this understanding, I am willing to appoint you, and hereby
appoint you land agent for the State of Florida, to attend to and pro-
tect her land claims, with full powers to interpose in all matters in-
volving the interests of the said State in her public domain, and
shall be glad to receive communications and advice, whenever you
may deem it beneficial to the interest of the State.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, o
THOMAS BROWN.
Jorn Y. BrvanT, Esq.

From John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown.

WasmineTon Crry, May 10th 1852.
Sir :—Enclosed herewith, I transmit to you a list, exhibiting the
result ofthe examination of the list of lands selected by the Surveyor
General, in the Newnansville land district, and approved by him on
the 11th December last. I have the honor to be very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
JOHN Y. BRYANT.
Governor THomas Brown, Tallahassee, Florida.

From John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown. .
WasnineTon Crry, April 12th, 1852.
Sir :—1I have the honor to report the examination of the lists of
selections in the St. Augustine and Tallahassee districts of land se-
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lected under the act of 26th September, 1850, These are the only
two lists which have been posted as yet, and as the posting prqceeds
you shall in like manner be advised. The person selecting in the
Tallahassee district, erroneously embraces the sizteenth _sections,
which are reserved from the operations of all other laws, being devo-
School purposes. )
ted]i‘fr(iclosed a’Fe tgro lists, embracing those tracts se].ected in the above
named land districts, which are rejected from the lists referred to, for
the reasons indicated in the column of remarks.
' I am very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ JOHN Y. BRYANT.
Governor Taomas Browr, Tallahassee, Florida.

Fohn Wilson, Acting Commissioner, to Hon. E. C. Cabell,
' GenERAL Lanp OFFICE,
" September 18th, 1852. 2
Sir :—In accordance with your request I have the honor to state
that the tota] area of Swamp and Overflowed Lands selected and re-
ported to this office, by the jSurveyor General of Florida, as enuring
to that State under the Act of 28th September, 1850, is as follows:

In the Tallahassee District, - - - 195,207 67-100 A?‘rea.
Tn the Newnansville District, - - - 146,097 31-100 "
In the St. Augustiie Distriet, - - - 173,178 25-100

Total, - - - - - 514,483 23-100 Acres.

. i . he
The true area may vary slightly from the above quantity, ast
footing up was some{vhat hastily done—but it is believed that the

above statement is very nearly correct. ]
‘With great respect, your obedient servant,

JOHN WILSON, Acting Commissioner.
Hon. E. C. Caszry, House of Representatives.

—

REPORT OF THE REGISTER

0f Public Lands and Superintendent of Common Schools.

OFFIcE OF THE REcisTER oF Pusric LaNps i
ror THE STATE OF FLoRIDA, Nov. 10, 1852

i llency, THomas BrowN, )
To His fixcellency Governor of the State of Florida.

Sir :—In obedience to law, I have the honor to report to you and
through you to the General Assembly, the conditions and tran.sa.c(i
tions of this Office from 23d November, 1850, when I was qualifie
and entered on the discharge oli]' its (llgtfi);s, to the end of the last fis-

ear, to wit : the 31st October, . ) .
ealgf tahre’ five hundred thousand acres of land te which Florida be-
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