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occur. I think it highly probable that it may become necessary to
have some person qualified to attend to such claims.

In regard to the swamp and overflowed lands granted to this State
by the act of Congress of the 28th September, 1850, the duty of
designation in the first instance rests upon the Surveyor General of
this State, who is now engaged in the performance of that duty, from
the field notes of surveys in his office. When that duty has been
performed and reported, it would become my duty to examine into
its accuracy ; and for that purpose, I have appointed two gentlemen
of this State, of practical information in land surveys in this State,
who will make personal examination, and report all lands to which
the State may be entitled under the grant by Congress, not embraced
in the report of the Surveyor General. When the report of the
State agents is made, it may become important to have the benefit
of experienced counsel on behalf of this State, and I shall be hap-
py to avail the State of the benefit of your services ; or if any thing
should occur, wherein you could render service to the State in re.
gard to the land claims, I shall be glad to have the benefit of your
services on behalf of the State, and to allow you a reasonable com.
Yensation proportionate to the services rendered. Having no know-

edge of the character of the services which you may be called on

to render, I could form no idea of the compensation ; but I am wil-
ling to say, for all useful and necessary services rendered, the com.
pensation shall be as liberal as is usual in such cases. -

With this understanding, I am willing to appoint you, and hereby
appoint you land agent for the State of Florida, to attend to and pro-
tect her land claims, with full powers to interpose in all matters in-
volving the interests of the said State in her public domain, and
shall be glad to receive communications and advice, whenever you
may deem it beneficial to the interest of the State.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, o
THOMAS BROWN.
Jorn Y. BrvanT, Esq.

From John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown.

WasmineTon Crry, May 10th 1852.
Sir :—Enclosed herewith, I transmit to you a list, exhibiting the
result ofthe examination of the list of lands selected by the Surveyor
General, in the Newnansville land district, and approved by him on
the 11th December last. I have the honor to be very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
JOHN Y. BRYANT.
Governor THomas Brown, Tallahassee, Florida.

From John Y. Bryant to Governor Brown. .
WasnineTon Crry, April 12th, 1852.
Sir :—1I have the honor to report the examination of the lists of
selections in the St. Augustine and Tallahassee districts of land se-
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lected under the act of 26th September, 1850, These are the only
two lists which have been posted as yet, and as the posting prqceeds
you shall in like manner be advised. The person selecting in the
Tallahassee district, erroneously embraces the sizteenth _sections,
which are reserved from the operations of all other laws, being devo-
School purposes. )
ted]i‘fr(iclosed a’Fe tgro lists, embracing those tracts se].ected in the above
named land districts, which are rejected from the lists referred to, for
the reasons indicated in the column of remarks.
' I am very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ JOHN Y. BRYANT.
Governor Taomas Browr, Tallahassee, Florida.

Fohn Wilson, Acting Commissioner, to Hon. E. C. Cabell,
' GenERAL Lanp OFFICE,
" September 18th, 1852. 2
Sir :—In accordance with your request I have the honor to state
that the tota] area of Swamp and Overflowed Lands selected and re-
ported to this office, by the jSurveyor General of Florida, as enuring
to that State under the Act of 28th September, 1850, is as follows:

In the Tallahassee District, - - - 195,207 67-100 A?‘rea.
Tn the Newnansville District, - - - 146,097 31-100 "
In the St. Augustiie Distriet, - - - 173,178 25-100

Total, - - - - - 514,483 23-100 Acres.

. i . he
The true area may vary slightly from the above quantity, ast
footing up was some{vhat hastily done—but it is believed that the

above statement is very nearly correct. ]
‘With great respect, your obedient servant,

JOHN WILSON, Acting Commissioner.
Hon. E. C. Caszry, House of Representatives.

—

REPORT OF THE REGISTER

0f Public Lands and Superintendent of Common Schools.

OFFIcE OF THE REcisTER oF Pusric LaNps i
ror THE STATE OF FLoRIDA, Nov. 10, 1852

i llency, THomas BrowN, )
To His fixcellency Governor of the State of Florida.

Sir :—In obedience to law, I have the honor to report to you and
through you to the General Assembly, the conditions and tran.sa.c(i
tions of this Office from 23d November, 1850, when I was qualifie
and entered on the discharge oli]' its (llgtfi);s, to the end of the last fis-

ear, to wit : the 31st October, . ) .
ealgf tahre’ five hundred thousand acres of land te which Florida be-
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came entitled undei the Act of 4th September, 1841, on her admis-
sion into the Union, for purposes of Internal Improvements, thres
hundred and twelve thousand eight hundred and thirty nine acres
have heen located and approved. Of the remaining one hundred
and eighty.seven thousand one hundred and sixty acres, one hundred
and eighty thousand two hundred and thirty-seven acres have been
located by the State, but not yet approved by the United States ; ap-
plications for approval being still pending before the proper Depart.
ment at Washingtop. If all the applications now pending shall be
approved, there will still be left for the State to locate, six thousand
nine hundred and twenty-one acres. But it is probable, judging
from the past, that so many of our applications will be rejected, that
the State will yet have to locate about one hundred thousand acres,
in which event, I shall cause the locations to be made in the region
now occupied by the Indians, so soon as their removal is effected, as
1 do not believe that that amount of good vacant land can be found
elsewhere in the State.

Between the 23d November, 1850, and the 81st QOctober, 1852, |
sold of lands belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund, forty-five
thonsand one hundred and seventy-one acrc, for the sum of $85,375
19.100. Eighteen thousand three hundred and seventy-eight acres
of these were sold by pre-emption at an average of one dollar and
fifty-one and a half cents per acre. The remaining twenty-six thou.
sand seven hundred and ninety-three acres were sold at public aue-
tion, or at private entry after having been publicly offered, at an aver-
age price of two dollars and fourteen and two thirds cents per acre.

The general average ofthe whole sales is one dollar and eighty.-
nine cents per acre. Adding the 11,439 20 acres of this fund sold
by my predecessor to the 45,171 60 sold by myself, makes the whole
sales of lands belonging to this fund up to 31st October, 1852, amount
to 56,610 80acres. ) ‘

During the months of April, May and June last, having pre viously
given the notice required by law, I offered for sale at public auction,
all the lands belonging to this fund, to which the title had been ap.
proved, lying in the Counties of Jefferson, Madison, Hamilton, Co-
lumbia, Alachua, Levy, Marion, Hernando and Hillsborough. The
number of acres thus offered was about two hundred and twenty-six
thousand five hundred and sixty. All these lands, exceptthose which
have been sold, now remain subject to private entry at the appraised
prices. Under instructions from your Excellency, I offered none at
a less price than the United States minimum, to wit : One dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre, which seems to be contemplated by the
Act of Congress granting these lands to the State. The same poli-
cy, under similar instructions, has been pursued in regard to the price
of the Seminary and School Lands. Many of these lands will not,
at present, command this price, and some of them perhaps never will;
but as the country becomes settled and after the good lands have
been generally entered and the resources of the country developed,
many lands now regarded as valueless will come iuto market and
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command the minimum without difficulty. Experience teaches this,
and Fhave already, in several instances, sold large tracts of land at
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre which the appraising agents
had reported to this office as utterly worthless. In regard to the In-
ternal Improvement and Seminary lands, itis not to be presumed
that faithfl locating agents would have selected many not worth the
United States minimum, when they had the whole State to select from;
and in regard to the 16th sections, when they are not worth the price
the United States puts on all its’ lands, I suggest that it would be a
wiser policy, instead of selling them at a niere nommaljalue-, to of-
for to surrender them to the United States and ask -that good lands
be substituted in their stead. And besides, if these lands should be
offered at a.mere nominal value, there is danger. that they. will be
monopolized by speculators, who will afterwards hold them at exhor-
hitant prices and thus retard the settlement of the country. - The

“policy which I have endeavored to pursue in regard lo all the State’s

lands has been that of offering them at such readonable prices as to
throw no obstacles in the way of persons wishing to buy them for
purposes of settlement of cultivation, but at the same time, not to offer
them at rates so reduced as to hold out very strong temptations to
those wishing to buy for purposes of speculation merely.: T
On the 6th January, 1851, the General As‘sembl_y. passed a law
making the Treasurer the Receiver of all monies arising from sales
thereafler to be made. This law has operated with precision and
accuracy and has prevented almost even the possibility of fraud or

misfake, But the General Assembly omitted to make provision for,

the appointment, by the Treasurer, of a deputy to attend the auction
sales which are required by law to-be holden in, the _several coun-
ties where the lands lie. * In consequence of this omission, the Treas-
urer, under the sanction of the Executivg, found.it negcessary fo.r-"the
public service, to assume the responsibility of appointing a deputy to
attend the recent sales above mentioned. I respectfully suggest that
this' should be remedied. - I have no suggestions to make:in regard
t the mode of sellinig lands.. The present. system operates as ‘well

* perhaps as any that can'be:adopted. . As yet,no mode has been pre-

séribed by the General Assembly as to the authentication of deeds
made by the Register. I suggest whether it would not be well to
authorize that officer to keep a seal with the name of the ‘State and
office or some other suitable inscription upon it, and make that seal
entitle the Register’s deeds to record in'any county in the State.
This would in many instances save trouble and inconvenience to
purchasers residing at a distance from the Capitol, to whom deeds
are remitted by mail. .. . S R

In consequence of the law ‘making -the Treasurer the Receiver,
the Register has received no monies for lands sold " since its ('ia.te.-l-—
The only money the Register has received belonging to this fund

has been on account of bonds executed to my predecessor remaining:

in this office at the time of my qualification. .
© ! Appendix 15
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"T'he following statistical report shows all the items of Receipt and
Expenditure of the Internal Improvement Fund between the 23rd
November, 1850, and the 31st October, 1852 :

RECEIVED.
From Bonds, - - - - $4,423 58
From Comptroller, - 13 017 68
Making total recewed from dll sources, -~———-——$17 441 26
EXPENDED.
For one third cost of Lett.er Press, . - - $5 34
For Locating Land, - - 1,372 52
For Stationery, - - - - 31 87 .
For appraising Land, - - - 1,934 38
For Postages, - - - 19 71
# For Furniture for Oﬁice, and repairing same, 14 50

Fot travelling expenses, including transportation of Re-
gister and Auctioneer, while engaged in sellmg Lands, 480 00

For Printing and Advertising, - 715 50
For one-third Register’s salary, - - - 744 44
For services of Auctioneer, - - 100 00

Refunded to purchasers whose lands were rejected by
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, after.
having béen purchased from the State, - 157 35

Transferred to Seminary Fund, in part payment of loans
made in compliance with See 9, of the Act approv-

ed 6th Janiary, 1847, - 13,017 68
Total expended and transferred - - $18,593 29
Making balance . - - - $1,155—03
Bonds yet on hand for collection, amount to, - $1,285 33 -

The whole number of acres of land sold under Act of
6th January, 1851, is 45171 60-100, for which
there are Treasurer’s recelpt.s on file in this Office
for $48,883 15 in Bonds, and $36,492 04-100 in
cash—maklng in Bonds and cash, - - $85375 19

SEMINARY FUND. T

The whole number of acres which I have sold between the dates
aforesaid, is 3,083 95 for the sum of $5,311 14, being an” average
price per acre of $1 72. It appears from the reports of my prede-
cessor, that 18,129 63 were sold by him, which, added to the above
makes the whole number of acres sold, belonging to this Fund, ) up
to the date aforesaid, 21,213 58.

The following statement shows the receipts and dlsbursements of
said fund between said dates :

RECEIVED. :

From John Beard, late Reglster, - - $98,167 04
From State of Flonda, six per cent. interest on $33,- :

084 88, loangd her on 15th May, 1851, and paid as

{follows, 1;0 wit: November 24, 1851, $28 154 75;

June4 1852, $2,105 36, and June 28 1852 $4-

075 15, - _1,250 38 .

* Since the 31st Octooer 1852, the amount of this item has been refunded a
the Treasury, (see Comptr oller’s warrant No. 422,) and the Register, of course,
charged with it on his books, in his accounts for the next fiscal year,

b
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From Internal Improvement Fund, on loans made in

1849, - - 13,017 68
From Lands sold between the date of 23d November,

1850, and 6th January, 1851, - .360 22
From Bonds made between the dates above, - 308 22
From Bonds made prior to November 23, 1850, .- 5,963 25
Making total received from all sources, - $49 066 79

EXPENDED.
For Postages, - - 8 294 .
For one-third cost of Letter Press, - 5 33
For Furniture for office and repairing same, « - 6 65
For appraising Land, - - - 111 90
For Stationery, - - - 34 74
For one-third Register’s Salary, - - - 744 44
Turned over to Comptroller for investment, - 48,592 94
Total Expended and Turned over, - — $49 498 94
Making Balance, - $432 15
Bonds yet on hand for collection amount to, - $3,648, 92 :
For 559 75-100 Acres of Land sold between the dates

of 23d November, 1850, and 6th' January, 1451,

amount received was $360 92 in ocash and $970 7_8 : L

in Bonds, making in Cash and Bonds, - $1,331 00

The whole number of acres of land sold "under Act of
of 6th January, 1851, is 1,001 94 by pre-emption,
and 1,522 26 at prlvaﬁe aale, making 2,524 20, for
whlch there are Treasurer’s Receipts on file in thls
Office for $.L,218 20in cunh and $2,761 94in Bonds -$3,980 14

SCHOOL FUND.

The whole number of acres sold belonging to this fund between
the dates aforesaid is 4,199 22, at an average price of $1,76%
cents, producing $7,422 07 By adding the number of acres gold
for this fund te the number of those sold for the Internal Improve-
ment and Seminary Funds, it appears that the whole number of
acres sold belonging to all the funds is 52,454 77, and by adding to-

gether the sums total for - which they sold, it appears. that the grand
total is $98,108 40.

The following statement shows the receipts and expendltures of
-the School Fund during the period aforesaid.

-  RECEIVED. ,
From Bonds made prior to 23d Noverber, 1850, $26,136 56
-From Lands sold prior to passage.of Act, of 6th ’
., ..Jan., 1851, and subsequent to 23d° Novomber,
’ 1850 bemg cash payments, - - 7 319 80
From Bonds made between 23d Nov 1850 and
6th Ja.nuary, 1851, . - - 304,66
¥rom :U. -S., being 5 per cent on government S .
Lands sold within the State in 1850, - - 121577

.Frpm Premlum on the U. S draft, for $1215 7
‘1 per cent., -
Makmg total recelved from all sources;

16
421,988, 95
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: EXPENDED.
For Appraising 16th Sections, - - - $181 T2
For Surveying 16th Sections, - = - 7 a8
For one third cost of Letter Press, - - 533
For Stationery, =~ - - - - 3718
For Posteges, - - - - 11 30
For Mandamus in the case of White va. Register, - 320
Tor Printing and Advertising, - - - 79 53
For one third Register’s salary, - - 44 44
Turned over to the Treasurer, - - Y. 26264 35 S
Total Expended and turned over, AR ) $27,355 84
Making Balance. - - - $653 11
Bonds yet on hand for collection, amount to J- 0 $19,612 17 -

For 321 36-100 acres of land sold between the .
datesof 23d November, 1850, and 6th January, S
1851, amount. received, was $319 80 in cash,
and $861 u4 in Bonds, making, total, - - %1181 74

The whole nuwber of acres of land sold under i :
act of 6th January, 1851, is 3,877 86-100 ; for
which, there are Treasurer’s Receipts on file in
this Office, for 32,560 63in cash and $3,679 70 : N
in Bonds, making in Cash and Bonds, - - $6,240 33+ ¢l
In regard to the duties imposed on the Register, as ex officio . Su.

perintendent of Schools, I have. the honor to report as follows:-. -
In the fall of 1851, I caused to be printed and forwarded to each

Judge of Probate in the State, blank forms of the reports which the

law requires them to make to. me, and also blanks of the reports

which the law requires the School Trustees of each District to make
to them ; and since then, I have been diligent, by letters and publi.
cations in the newspapers, in endeavoring to have our School sys-

tem fully organized, and put into.practical operation. Though my .

success has not been equal to my hopes, yet it has been sufficient’

to keep alive the assurance that, by untiring perseverance, this great -

object may be finally accomplished.

A distribution -of the interest of the. School monies \véé; by the .

act of 10th January, 1849, to have taken place on the 1st of Sep-
tember last ; but at that time no distribution could be made, because
the Comptroller had, under the requirements of law, loaned oiit' the
whole fund, and the interest was payable only on the first days of
January and July. As soon as the interest shall be collected, I pre-
sume, it will, under the present laws, be subject to distribution
among those counties which have reported as the law directs.- As
yet, only eleven counties have reported in'soch manner as to' render
it pgssible, under existing laws, for me to make any apportionment’
to them. » _ S R PR

I respectfillly suggest the propriety of appointing bylaw a new
day for the fiyst apportionmerit and distribution to be made, and also
that the rule of apportionment be so altered as to-allow every child
reported to reside in each county a distributive share, instead of con-
fining the distribution to those children only who are reported to
have attended the school for three months next before the date of the
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report. The School Fund was designed for the- benefit of those
children who are in need of its aid ; but the effect of the present law
is to'exclude all, except those who have’ shown an ability to attend
school without its assistance. I respectfully suggest that, this should
‘be amended. . A
Ifear our present School system is too complex and intricate to
suit the present condition of our country. To understand it fully re-
quires more time. and labor than most persens can conveniently be-
stow upon it. To obviate this, as far as was in my power, in theé
month of July last, I wrote out at length my views of the practical
workings of the system, and they were published in nearly all the
papers of the State; but still I hear frequent complaints of the com-
plexity and voluminousness of our laws on this. subject. T think
they might he revised and so simplified as to render them better
calculated to subserve the wants of our people. But were I to
undertake to point out at this time all the amendments which should
be ‘made, I should extend this communication to ap unreasonable
length—even if I felt myself competent to the task, which I freely.
confess I do not. The General Assembly will, doubtless, give so
important a subject its gravest consideration ; and should any hum-
ble suggestions of mine be desired, while the subject is under in.
_vestigation, they will be most cheerfully given. -~ > - =~ - =
' There are many other matters, of more or less importance, which
might, with propriety, be incorporated into this report; but as-the
"General “Assembly will, from time to_tiine, during the progress of
its session, call for ‘any information it may desire in regard to the in-
terests of the State committed to the person in charge of this office,
I have contented myself with giving a general outline of its opera-
tions, since I have had the honor to control them, without, in-all in-
stances, going very minutely into detail. v .
1 have the honor to remain, your Excéllency’s most - obedient ser-
vant, S _ D. S. WALKER;
Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida.

©© ATTORNEY GENERAL'S REPORT.

Dol ArTorney GmNemar’s OpFice, . )
s o eve oo -+ Tallahassee, Nov. 13, 1852, .
-#P6 his Excellency, Tromas Brown, . IO

Pl e s Governor, &. .

i
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- Str:—In compliance with the Act of July 23, 1845, I sxx_bmjt a
roport touching the matters referred to by the law imposing the
daty, in order that it may be laid before the Legislature, with your

 piessage, at the commencement of the approaching session.

T am required to report “as to the effect and operation of the
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