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properly so called, or in the sense in which the framers of the Consti-
tion understood and intended it. But it may be urged, that the ments, in good condition ; and 61 muskets, 3 rifles and 11 pistols,_
General Assembly acts as a Convention of the people might of rightbroken and otherwise so much injured at the blowing down of the
do in reference to such matters. In answer to this argument, I Armory during the storm in October last, as to render them unfit for
would respectfully submit that neither the Legislature nor a Con- further use.
vention of the people, can rightfully take away private propertyVe respectfully, your obedient servant,
" unless just compensation be made therefor." The contrary doc- R. A. SHINE, Quartermaster General. I *.

trine would be subversive of all justice, destructive of all confidence, THOMAS BROWN, Governor of Florida.-
and in utter violation of public faith._ 

I have shown that, by the decision of a Court of as high respect- 
ability as any in the Union, an office is the private property of the REPORT OF TIHE COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS,i
incumbent for the term for which he is elected, and that neither can.
its tenure be abridged, nor the right taken away and transferred to COMPTROLLER'S OFFIE, ?
another. The doctrine that an office is private property during the Tallahassee, November 10, 1852. S
period of its continuance, does not, indeed, rest upon the authority T HOA BOWN, Governor, 
of the case seferred to, but was clear and well settled law long be- o OAs RowN, Governor, c.
fore that decision was made. The office, whatever it may be, maySIR :-In obedience to law, the undersigned respectfully submits i:
be absolished by the competent authority, whether that authority be to you his official Report upon the Finances of the State for the last
tho Legislature or a Convention of the people-and this may be twofiscal years, with some suggestions in regard to the Revenuei
done on grounds of public or political expediency, or for any reasons System. 
satisfactory to the destroying power. But so long as it is contin- The receipts at the Treasury during the Fiscal Year ending 81st Otober, 1851,
ued, the right to the term of the incumbent is as unquestionable as FmOun oiuz c .. ee . *o*r**-a*y.. -oerces,...... .... *8,17 2) i

the title to any other species or description of property. License Tax ................................ 85,164 54 

Not doubting that the General Assembly will do what to right Auction do ................................ 818 51 i

and justice may appertain, in reference to this question, I beg leave, Fines ..................................... 1,900oo 09
through your Excellency, to submit it to their deliberate considera- levenue of 184 .. .... ... ...... 255 43 

tion. I have the honor to be, . '48.......................... 1,167 40 
Very respectfully, '49 ............................ 727 69 

Your obedient servant," '50............................. 40,867 44

D. P. HOGUE. " 51 ............................ 6,114 23 , 

$57,141 10: 
To which add amount received in redemption of land, 274 03

REPORT OF THE QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL. loan from School Fund, 25,000 ol00
---X ' . *" " in reimbursement of a -

QU TRASE GNRL OFC, A itemporary advance from the Contingent Fund to H
QUARTERMASTE GENERAL S OFFICE, Quarter Master General, with iuterest,......... 1,727 12 

TALLAHASSEE, November 18, 1852. Amoent received for Room RentL . .............. 5 00
Sir: I have the honor to submit to you my report as Quarternas- 884,147 25

ter General of the State, showing the number and kinds of arms, i .6,1 
„ , , !ii.) - .<iQ..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~The WARILANTs issued during the same period amount to ........ §67,187783

&c., under my charge and belonging to the State. On account of Fifth General Assembly ........ $22,901 07
Since my last report, I have received into the Armory, from theSalaies,................................... 18,804 11i

Jefferson Independent Riflemen, 50 rifles and equipments issued to Criminal Prosecutions ........................ 11,877 93 !

this Company in 1847; from the Centreville Greys, 94 pistols andContingent Expenses,........................ 5,11772 90
holsters, with other equipments, of the 120 issued to them in 1846; Jurors and Witnesses ......................... 1,900 6

Expenses Supreme Court............ 1,910 85
and from the City of Tallahassee, 50 muskets, with equipments corn.- Residence for Governor,...... 500 00
plete, issued by order in 1850; and have issued to the Major Gene- Rentof Armory,.............................. 250 00
ral commanding the Second Division one piece of brass ordnance, State Boundary Line,........................ 1,000 oo00; t

(six pounder,) with gun carriage-one fourhorse artillery harness, Land bought in for the State ................. ... 414 68;

and other equipments belonging to it, complete. Leaving now on Ts efunded ........................ 159 18 
hand, 3 pieces of ordnance with all appendages, 259 muskets and Orphan Fund, ............................. 486 12
equipments, 121 rifles and equipments, and 348 pistols and equip; Interest due School Fenl, ....... ,. .... . 131 84 -

_ -- - $67,187 13 ! -^

a~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.
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The REEPTSs for the year ending 31st October, 1852, amount to 860,619 6a warrants from the Comptroller; and in 1850 the sum of $7,101 50 
From Aunetion Tax, ......................... $1,292 65 in such certificates was so paid in. Had warrants been issued for

License Tax .49........... . 4391 24 these, the amount that year would have been $38,559 33, instead
For Revenue of 184'7, ........................ 14 21 of $31,457 83 as in the table appended.

'48 ........................ IO 1 0 0By the last General Assembly an Act was passed " to provide for
a .'49.......................... 306 80 the payment of the Florida volunteers called out in the year 1849." ,,,

" ; '551' *51.40-,41-4- ---- * ------ 0,7 O Bvy this Act the Governor is authorized to " issue, through the of-
" '52 . .............. 5,525 44 flee of the Comptroller, State scrip beazing six per cent. interest,"

" Contingent Fund ........................ 44 75 for the liquidation of the claims of the volunteers; and, as soon as 
* loan from Internal Improvement Fund,..... ........... 5,000 00 the United States shall have made an appropriation for the payment 

~- _- 3$60,619 ~6of said claims, and shall have placed the amount in the State Treas- 

nThe WArn-ar ise sm year, 182 amun o. . . 5,249ury, the Comptroller is required to issue warrants in favor of the 
The WAKIIASTs issued same year, 1852, amount to............ §55,234 49, .
On account Salaries......................... 20,000 00 holders of said scrip.

Criminal Prosecutions,............ 9,410 26 The phraseology of the Act of Congress in relation to this mat- 
Contingent Expenses.............. 4,864 58 ter is such that it seems to be intended that the State should actually ;
Jurors and Witnesses, ............ 9,658 77 havue paid those claims before she should be " reimbursed," and, in r 

e'xe" resfof Supremaen oueort 0 ^ *Court . 1,84* 2..'.. 004 - accordance with this view, the Governor and Comptroller, after ma- i
" residence for Governor....... 600 00

" " rent of Armory .............. 250 00 ture consideration, concluded to pay, at once, all such claims as 
" land bought in for the State..... 218 40 might be properly authenticated, and allowed by the Quarter Mas. 

interest due School Fund........... 1,873 98 ter General. In order to do this it was necessary to borrow the 
" " Indian hostilities .......... 4,301 09Vs IndiaulhosniCptol.2,000...... 430109 money, and, as it would make no difference in the end whether the 

Post Mortem Examinations.... 255 00 State paid interest on scrip, or on a loan for the same purpose, it 
$55,234 49 was determined that the latter plan should be adopted. According-^ -

NorEx.-lists of Warlants issued in 1851 and 1852, will be found in the Aply the Comptroller, with the assent of the Governor, and by virtue 
p e n d--of Act No. 27, Ch. 338, issued certificates to the Seminary and n

By the foregoing statement it will be seen that the amount of Shool Fnds, obtained fiom them the sum of thirty-nine thousand
warrants issued in each of the last two years, greatly exceeds the a-eight hundreds, obtained from them thifty-seven dollars and six ents ($39,857irtynine thousand0
mount for 1850, which is the minimum year since the organization ehihh was applied to the object provided for by the At of January 
of the State government; an examination, however, of the table inwhich was applied tohih has been reimbursed for by the United States, of January
the appendix giving a " comparative view of warrants issued in three. and3ret1r8 and with hainterest to theen respectivimbursed by the United States, !

succesive ears"1850 '51 nd '5-willshowthat be aumen-and returned with interest to the respective funds from which it was
successive years"-1850, '51 and '52-will show thatthe augmeno wd l
tation of expenditures in the last two years, is owing in part to the referred to I made, during the year, the fol 
establishment of a separate Court of Appeals, and to several other Under the act last referred to I made, during the year, the fl
new heads of expenditure, expressly provided for by recent laws, THE SEMINARY FUND. E e viz:
and inpart to an increase in the expenses arising under ordinary heads,In Virgilnia FOR THE SEMINARY FUND.- - - 19,50000

such as those of " criminal prosecutions," and "jurors and witness. In North Carolina six per c ent. bonds, - - - $192,000 00 
es," which neeessarily fluctuate with the increase or diminution ofI Georgia seven per ent. bonds, - - 7,00000 
business in the courts. I Georgia seven per cent. bonds, 7,000 00

It should be remarked, also, that although the amount of uwarrants $28,000 00 I
issued in any particular year approximates nearer than any other OR THE SCHOOL FUND. 
Treasury statement to the amnount of liabilities incurred during the In Virginia six per ent bonds - 18,500 00 i 
same period, still it cannot show the exact amount of such liabilities,In No Carolina six per c ent. bonds, - - 10,000 00 
because many accounts that acerued one year are not presented till n Nort Co unty, s even per ent., - - 1,000 00 ;0
some succeeding year. For example :-the TREASUJRE Reports , la ^

" Treasury Certjficates redeemed in 1851, $19,657 01," while none $29,50000 
were issued after 23d January of that year, and it frequently happensFOR THE INTERTAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.2
that Clerk's Certificates to jurors and witnesses are not presented at In North Carolina six per cent bonds . 14,000 00 
this office to be audited for several years after they have been issued.In or a 5000 00
Until 1851 the means of the State being inadequate to meet the de-In Florida State certificates, six per cent., 5,000 00
mands on the Treasury, those certificates were taken up by the rev-. $19,000 
enue officers for taxes, and paid directly into the Treasury uithout (For particular statements, sec Appendi..) 

IL
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~~~~~~126 ~make the apportionments semi-annually at periods a little later than 
No express provision is made by law for the investment of the those at which the interest is payable, in order to give time to col- 

last named Fund. The omission probably is attributable to the fact lect the interest and to make the distribution. r
that the Assemby has not been in session since there has been any- By An Act approved January 24th, 1851, the Comptroller is re-
thing to invest. But during the last Summer a large amount was quired, on a specified contingency, to issue Warrants upon the
received by the Treasurer for lands sold, and, as it could not be Treasury for two dollars on account of each and every child entitled
supposed that the Legislature intended this, any more than the other to a distributive share, which sums are to be paid out of "funds ac- 
Funds, to lie idle and barren, the Treasurer, at my instance, and cruing from the general revenue.' "
with the approbation of the Governor, placed in my hands the sum of Consistently with my official oath to " preserve, protect, and de- :
twenty-seven thousand six hundred and forty dollars, part of which fend the Constitution of the State," I could not comply with this
was applied to account with the Seminary Fund, for money ad- requisition. The second section of the 8th Article of the Constitu-
vanced according to law, and the balance to the purchase of the tion declares:
bonds above mentioned, exclusive of the amount borrowed for this No other or greater amount of tax, or revenue, shall at any 
State, ($5000,) which was left in the Treasury, as it was obtained time be levied, than may be required for the necessary expenses of
utinder a requisition of the Governor, by virtue of the act of 1851, government."
entitled, " An Act to provide for the removal of the Indians," &c. If this prohibition precludes, as I think it does, the right to levy 

THE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM. a tax for the support of schools, it as clearly inhibits the diversion of

The difficulty of devising a system that will correspond in prac- funds already in the Treasury from the object for which they wvere 
tice with its speculative design has been already made manifest in raised, and their application to one for which they could not have 
regard to that which was established by the Assembly of 1848-'9. been legitimately levied. A similar difficulty invests Act No. 32, of
It being foreign to my official duty to say anything in reference to 1851, authorizing County Commissioners to levy a tax "ifor the
this system as means of promoting its great obiect-education, I purpose of aiding the Common Public Schools." The only legiti- 
shall, of course, confine my remarks to its financial features. mate power of Counties or incorporated towns to impose taxes is [ 

By Section 2, Article 2, of the Act referred to, it is made the du-derivable from the Legislature, under Section 4, Article 8 of the
ty of the Treasurer to pay, "on the first day of September in every Constitution, which reads:-thorize the several
year, on the Warrant of the Comptroller, to the County Superin- " The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the several
tendents of the several Counties, the sums annually to be distributed Counties and incorporate Towns in this State, to impose taxes for 

aor the support of Common Schools;" and, by the 5th Section, theCounty and Corporation purposes." l *

County Superintendents are required to apportion the said sums Whether schools do or do not come within the meaning and in- 
among the several School Districts, "on or before the first Mondaytent of the terms,. "County and corporation purposes," is at best 
in April of each and every year." very questionable. These terms have a specific signification-a 

Thus, between the period at which the money is to be drawn signification limited to such objects as concern Counties and Towns 
from the Treasury, and the time when it is to be applied to its ob- in their aggregate corporate capacity-such objects as cannot be up- 
ject, about seven months intervene, during which interval it must be held or promoted save by the exercise of corporate jurisdiction; 
idle and unproductive. But, moreover, by the Act of December and the importance of the object is not, of itself, sufficient to bring 
31st, 1850, (Chapter 338, No. 27, Laws of Florida) the Comptrol- it within that jurisdiction. Were it so, the erection of afree Church, 
ler is directed to invest the money in public stocks so as to have the and the support of a Clergyman, might be provided for by direct 
interest payable on " the 20th of Jrdy annually." This latter requi- taxation, in all corporate towns where a majority of the voters should 
sition cannot be complied with; because, as far as I have any disapprove the tenets of one or more Churches already organized, or
knowledge of the matter, it is the invariable custom to make thebecome dissatisfied with the teaching and preaching of their pastors.
interest on such stocks payable semi-annually, and on the 1st of THE REVENUE LAWS. I 
January and 1st of July. In consideration of the premises, and There are, I think, several defects in the revenue system of Flor- 
actuated by a desire to promote the benign intention of the Legisla- ida. Some of these are matters of inconvenience merely-others ,;

ture, I exercised a discretion which, though not imparted by the let- are of a graver nature, affecting important principles. With as
ter of the law, seemed to me not inconsistent with the design of much conciseness as I can use, consistently with clearness, I shall 
those by whom it was enacted; and, instead of issuing Warrants proceed to point out these defects. ;
for the interest that accrued on the 1st July, but which could not On the subject of taxation, an eminent writer on political econo- 
be used before the succeeding April,WI invested it in such manner as my has laid down several maxims that are approved, theoretically ; 
to make it reproductive, yet so as to be available with its increaseat least, by every free State. Two only of these maxims being per- 
before it could legally be applied. In connexion with this subjecttilent here I shall quote them exclusively. 
I would suggest the propriety of amending the Act of 1850 so as to 

. L:



'S

128 -129 _
. The subjects (citizens) of every State ought to contribute to The most inportant of the maxims referred to above remains to

wards the support of the iGovernment, as nearly as possib in pro- be considered, in connection with the revenue system of Florida. 
portion to their respective abilities. The subjects (citizens) of every State," says Adam Smith,2. Every tax ought to be levied at the time or in the mannerin ought to contribute towards the support of the Government, as
which it is most likely to be convenient for the contributor to pay it." nearly as possible in proportion to their respective abilities."

For convenience of arrangement I shall first speak of the latterneryaposbeipootonothrrsecveblte.?
proposition. arrangemet I sha first eak of the latterThe people of Florida have established a Constitution, in which 

PT1robl tpeoi x by' la fo th collec- i tion o txs inthis maxim is recognized in the words following: "The General As-Probably the period fixed by law for the collection of taxes, in sembly shall devise and adopt a system of revenue, having regardFlorida is a little too early in the Fall. Though the time at whichto an equal and unifor mode of taxation throughout the State."
they are actually collected is not so objectionable, still it might be a Now arises the question-What is the meaning of the word equal
relief to a great many tax payers to have the time of payment ex-in the foregoing sentence ? Unquestionably it means "in just propor- e 
tended to the first of November. Beyond this period it could not be tion, or, in the language of Adamn Smith, as nearly as possible in 
extended without producing inconveniences to the financial and legis. proportion to the respective abilities" of the citizens of the State.
lative concernlls of the State, while, on the other' hand, by this ex- Has the General Assembly devised and adopted a system of.reve-
tension, and by allowing the revenue officers one more week for ma- woe that conforms with the requisition of the Constitution t Does
king. their settlements, and by making the fiscal, conterminus with the tax on land so eohform ? 
the calendar year, tax payers and tax collectors would both be re. For the purpose of taxation, the Assembly has assumed that there 
ieved. { i1 i. , T are in Florida only three classes of land; and on the first class, or E 

It is said that the 4th Monday of Novelmber was fixed on as therate, is imposed a tax of eleven mills, on the second, a tax of eight
last day for the revenue officers to make their settlements, in order and a quarter mills ; and on the thirde a tax of four and an eighth
to afford them, in the absence of other facilities, an opportunity to mills. All lands) therefore) in the State, owned by individuals, mnust
remit by members of the Assembly. The moderate extension I pro- be assessed under one of these three classes. 
pose would increase this accommodation; but still, as the Assembly In December, 1849, while Register of Public Lands, I. sold a 
meets only once in two years, some additional relief ought to be large quantity of School lands. In Leon County the prices varied 
given to those who are barely compensated for the trouble of collect. from $14 60 down to $1 50 per acre; and if price, at auction, be 
ing merely. any criterion of value, or quality, upwards of thirty qualities were 

The per diem and mileage allowed to members of the Assembly, sold in this county; yet, whilst the qualities differ nearly as 10 to 
would be but a reasonable compensation to those officers, and I l;the land worth $1. 50 pays more than one-third as much tax as 
would respectfully recommend that it be allowed, in those years in that worth $14 60. '
which the Assembly does not convene, to all who shall settle punc- But in some other counties the inequality is still morb glaring. 
tually. This would render the mode of compensation more equita. For example: In Marion and Alachua Counties there are numerous , 
ble than the present one, which, in effect, makes a considerable dif-. tracts that would sell for $12 to $15 per acre; while there are thou- 
ferenee between those who reside near, and others who are more or sands:of acres, owned by individuals, that could not be sold forfive 
less remote from the capitol. - cents; yet these, latter are taxed more than one-third as much as' the ' 

Although the adoption of these proposed modifications of the reve. former! t -
nue system would not enable the Treasury officers to present to the The effect of this modeof assessment, if continued, will be tan- 
Assembly at the commencement of each session a more complete tamount to that of an act of confiscation; for no sane man will con-.
view of the public finances than is attainable under existing regula. tinue to pay a. tax which, in a few years, would exceed the fee sim-
tions, it would not, nay, it could not, increase the difficulty of doing 1e16 value of his land; and as no one would buy such land, the State !
what is already impracticable. The fiscal year now terminates must become the proprietor; and is it good policy for the State to
nearly a month before the revenue is payable at the Treasury; and become the proprietor of an immense domain that will yield no reve- i
the Comptroller and Treasurer are obliged to prepare their reportsnue? Would it not be more politic, as well as more just, to impose 
before the day of such payment arrives, because the Assembly meets a tax in proportion to the value of the land, and thus derive some D
on that day; hence important information which is expected in those profit from what would otherwise be utterly unproductive? 1
reports cannot be imparted by them. They may contain full state- -'But the. inequality of the present system is not confined to the land
ments for the first three quarters of the year; and, by requiring tax. Slaves-are all taxed alike-55. cents-no matter how they dif- 
supplemental reports to be made, as soon as practicable after the fer in age or in value. This is not only out ofjustproportion, in re- 
close of the fourth quarter, the Assembly may effect an object, that hation to their comparative value, but also in relation to the tax on - i
cannot otherwise be attained, without neglect of one of the maxims other property. For instance-a slave worth $800 is taxed only 55 
that has been quoted, and consequent disregard of the convenience cents .while town property of the same value pays $1 76; and h

the great body of tax-payers. Appendix 17 .
YE(
I>
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100 acres of land, though it may be worth $2,000, pays only 11 Whatsoever arguments may be plausibly urged against it in the
mills per acre, which amounts to $1 10. imposition of duties on imports, they are totally inapplicable to it in

But again: Lawyers, Physicians, Pilots, Public Weighers and the assessing and levying of direct taxes.
Inspectors, have to pay an income tax-a tax of twenty-two cents on It may be argued, however, that a tax on every kind of property
every $100 of their incomes! Why are these five classes of citi- would bear hard upon the poor; but it would be easy to provide
zens set apart as the subjects of the most odious of all species of taxes ? against any such hardship by exempting a certain amount, as in the

Further: A merchant, whose stock is worth only *30,000, has to C case of the cattle tax; and this could be done without an invidious
pay a tax of $66; while a planter, who may own one hundred slaves distinction between the luxurious rich man and the hard-working
worth $30,000, and 2,000 acres of land worth $20,000 more, pays poor, by making the exemption general; which would relieve the
a tax of $77 only. wealthy in the same amount, though not relatively to the same de-

The owner of a saw mill worth $10,000, pays a tax of $22; but gree, that it would the indigent man ; for the obvious reason that the
the owner of a factory, though it may be worth $50,000, is not taxed tax on a few hundred dollars' worth of, property would be an insig- 
one mill. nificant trifle to 'the man of large income, whilst it would be felt by

Enough has been stated to show the utter want of equality in the the one who makes bread for his family " in the sweat of the face." : i
revenue system ; and if it be unequal, it is unconstitutional. There are some subjects of taxation to which the ad valorem princi-

At a period when Great Britain was engaged in a contest with that pie cannot be applied-such, for instance, as taverns, shops for retail- i
extraordinary man, who "made crowns his "play things," and ing liquors, &c. These, however, are not taxed exclusively as proper- : v

when all of her unparalelled ordinary resources were found inade- ty, and, therefore, the Legislature may very properly exercise, in
quate to the demands of the great crisis, one of her most illustrious regard to them, a discretion limited only by a due respect for public 
statesmen proposed a new tax-a tax on incomes. A late eminent sentiment and sound policy.
historian of that country has remarked of that tax: The policy of taxing agencies of Foreign Insurance Companies

"A greater financial errol) never was committed." * * * * is very questionable. The capital of such companies, being beyond
"The tax falls with excessive severity on one class, and with unrea-the State's jurisdiction, cannot be taxed ; and the tax imposed on
sonable lightness upon others; it extinguishes the infant accumula premiums received by the agencies falls ultimately upon property of
tions of capital, and puts an end to the savings of laborious indus- citizens of the State, which is taxed directly in another form.
try, while it is comparatively unfelt by the great capitalist and the Under existing circumstances the insufficiency of domestic cap-
opulent landed proprietor." : ital for the ordinary purposes of trade, and the want of local banks to

Great as may have been that error, it was small, as to principle, supply the deficiency-the tax on drafts and bills of exchange is
compared to the partial one of a similar kind to which I have ad- another of doubtful policy. This tax, however, is so small that iti
verted. The income tax of England was general, and was, per. probably has no effect, or very little, upon the price of exchange, and , l
haps, defensible, by the tyrant's plea, necessity. - therefore is objectionable in principle only. The same remarks are

But the income tax of Florida is imposed upon five only of the applicable to the tax on commissions received by agents or partners l
numerous occupations, and these not the most prosperous and 'money of foreign factors, &c.i
making. It is imposed, too, in a time of profound peace, (unless the I cannot with satisfaction to myself close this communication with- ; z)
BOWLEGS affair may be considered'a warlike emergency,) and while out making a few remarks on the capitation or poll-tax. ..-i
the finances of the Commonwealth are not unprosperous, compared If this species of tax be a mark of degradation, it should not be im-
with those of any other State. ' posed on any white man; on the contrary, if it be " a badge of lib-

Should it not be at once abolished ? And ought not the whole erty" with all the rights, privileges and immunities pertaining to a
system to be revised, and made to conform, as nearly as practicable, citizen of a Republic, then free men of color, who are but partially
with the maxim that has been indicated ? enfranchised, should not be permitted to pay it. These people, for

But it may be asked how can this be done; By substituting the reasons of State policy, are like women, properly precluded fiom any
ad valorem principle-a per centage tax on the valuation of every participation in the affairs of government, and therefore should like
species of property, excepting some of the most trifling kinds. - women be divested of the "badge ;" but, inasmuch as they enjoy

It may be alleged in opposition to this mode that it is impractica- the protection of government in their persons, and their property, it ;
ble; but experience proves the contrary. In many, if not all the is right that they should contribute towards the support of govern-: 
States, Florida among the number, the ad valorem system has been ment inproportion to the amount of property they may possess. They - !i
adopted. partially; in some of the States, to the exclusion of every are required to pay a poll tax six times as large as that levied on i
other mode; and our near neighbor, Georgia, among other eviden- white men. This is inconsistent with the hypothesis alluded to above, : 
ces that she is giving of the prevalence of an enlightened policy in and which is supported by the authority of that eminent writer from : 
her councils, at the last session of her Assembly abolished all other whose great work I have quoted several -wise maxims.
modes, and adopted the ad valorem. But if we reject this hypothesis, and adopt the one which is now -

_____________________________________
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generally recognised-that taxation is a burthen-then we alre met June 28. " $2,000 North Carolina Bonds 0 104, 2,080 00

by the principle asserted by our revolutionary statesmen, that rep- l. aexpenses attending the purchwse, 891
resentation and taxation should go together;" so that the comparative- 0 $51,405 57
ly high poll-tax on fr-ee men of color is irreconcilable with any just 1851. ci.
principle ; and, let me add, it is inconsistent with the dignity of a Nov'r. 21. By cash received from D. S. Walkdr, Register, he, $28,154 15
sovereign American State. The force and truth of these remarks 1852. 4 *--
will be the more strikiug and obvious in view of the fact, that whilst Feb'y. 23. By cash received from D. S. Walker, Register, he., 1,240 00
free colored men wvhopay a poll tax of $3 30 are excluded, (and with 23. " for Ohio Bonds sold, 1,980 00

propriety and sound policy) from any agency in State affairs,*hun- June 4. " " from D. S. Walker, Register, -., 2,,105 85July 1. interest on Virginia Bonds, 585 0Or
dreds of white men, who may aspire to the highest honors and emol- 1. G "t eorgia s 5500
uments of the Commonwealth, year after year refuse to pay for such 1. from D. a. Walker, Register, 4,016 15
privilege the ordinary market value of a bushel of potatoes! Sept'r. 10. D. S. Walker, " 13,011 68

On the subjects touched in this communication my sentiments are 10.' " interest on North Carolina Bonds, 263
$51,40-5 51

expressed frankly; to what regard they are entitled from the Execu-
tive and the General Assembly it is for them to determtne. Balance, t$18,843 15

JcThis needs explanation. When the first remittance was made to purchase
stock, I instructed iny Factors in New York as to what stocks they might buy.
Not aware, at the time, that Virginia and Georgia had Bonds in market, these

Comparative View of Warrants issued its Three Sutccessive Years. States were not embraced in the list I sent, and the Factors preferred Ohio Bonds

to those of any other State designated, which were purchased at 1154. Soon,

however, I ascertained that Virginia and Georgia were offering their Bonds. I
made a hid for $1,000 of the latter, bearing I per cent. interest at 1054, which
hid was successful. To pay for them, I sold the Ohio 6's at a small loss, and the

expenses attending this double transaction' made the Georgia Bonds cost about

Generalar' s 1605 0 1,84 1 0O 109 20-100. The change, however, is unquestionably a good one.
Salaries, - -16,050 00 18,804 11 $20,000 00 4 Since this balance came into the hands of the Comptroller, stocks in nsor-
Criminal Prosecutions, - 7,457 24 11,877 ¶1.8 9,470 2F ket have ranged so high that he considered it prudent to wait for the opportunity
Contingent Expenses, - 5,911 29 5,772 90 4,854 58 of buying more North Carolina Bonds, as he has been informed by the Treasurer
Prosecuting Banks, - 100 00 of that State thatl be would offer more during this Fall; and, as these Bonds can
Jurors and Witnesses, - 181 00 1,900 63 9,658M 7 he purchased on better terms thanany others, because they are never ofer-ed out
Printing Laws, &e., - - 708 00 of the State, end therefore are not subject to the speculating influences offoreign
Expenses Supreme Court, - 806 30 1,910 85 1,842 42 conepetition like stocks sold in 1Veall street.
Residence for Governor, - 500 00 500 00Q
Rent of Armory, 250 00 250 00 250 00w The School Fund i account with JOHN BEARD,; Cortoller.
State Boundary Line, 1,000 00 K 'co Fniacu

Lnand bought in for the State, - 414 68 218 40 182. D w4 8
Fines Refunded, 159 18 Jan'y. 9. To cash, premium 23r cheek on New Yo9rk4
Taxes ' -. 48612 10. '' "223

Orphan Fund, - - 478 42 Feb'y. 12. 1 $18,500 Virginia State bonds,® 105, 19,425 00

Int. on Loan from School Fond, 731 8-4 1,873 .98 27. " Bok0erage, h-c., 247 64
June '23. " tO,000 North Carolinabonds ~ 104, 10,400 00.

Indian Hostilities, 4,301 09 44 52 
23. " Expenses attending the pdrcbase,

Vaults, Mre. in Capitol, - 2,05 00, . lptL 24. Cash paid Treasurer, interest on North Carolina bonds, 13 15
Post Morten Examinations, -255 00, Balance, 63 63

$31,457 83 $67,187 73 $55,234 49 - .930,26111

1852. CR.
Jany 9. By cash from Treasurer, $15,122 98

* The Seminary Fund in account with JOHN BEARD, Comptroller. 15. 4,500 00

1851. DR. June 5. " "10,000 00

1852. Dec. 24. To cash premium paid for draft on New York, $100 00. July 1. Interest on Viginia Bonds, 555 00
January 1. To cash for $1,000 Ohio Bonds C 115-, 80,85 00 Sept. 20. ' "e. North Carolina bonds, 13 1I

7. " Brokeiage, 80 85 OcLt. 20. "" Malaion County bonds, 70 00

* 21. " " " $19.600 Virginia Bonds @ 105, 70,415 00 830,261 11

21. " Brokerage, 204 15 I Balance, $63 63
1. interest due 0se, The Int. Imp. Fund in Account with JOHN BEARD, Comptroller.
57. P' ostage, 5

Feh'ry. 11. " " " $1,000 Georgia Bonds ~ 1054, 7,361' 50 1852. DR.
11. " "" interest due, 13'50 June 23. To cash paid for $14,000 N. Carolina bond, Ca 104, $14,550 00
17. " " " Brokerage on Ohio Bonds sold. 11 A0 23. " Expenses incurred in the purchase, 6282
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Sept. 10. h Cash paid Register on aceount of Senminry Fund, 18,011 68 By am'lt loaned Gadsden County, as per ditto, - 8,000 00

Balance, 18 41 " " " State, for paying off Troops, (a) - 6,000 00=59,000 00

$27,658 41 Balance on hand in eash and bonds, $10,526 2G
1862. 019. NOTE (a). This amouut was refunded by the United States, with interest, in
June 6. By cash received from the Treasurer, $16,000 00 the early part of the ensuing fiscal year.
July 1. *- "9 * ' 12,640 00
Sept 20. " " Interest on North Carolina bounds, 18 41 The Treasurer in account with the Seminary Fund. 

$27,658 41 1851. DR.
Balance, $1, 81 November. To amount received for sale of lands, in cash and bonds, ,s3,136 97 :

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. The Treasurer in account with the Internal Improvement Fund. 
1851. DR. 

TREASURER'S OFFICE, Nov. 1. To amount received from sales of lands, in cash and bonds, $3,903 85
Tallahassee, November, 18, 1852. 

EIir Excellency, GOVERNOR BROWN. A Summary of the Receipts and Payments at the Treasury during .
Sir :-In conformity with the Act in relation to this Office, I here- the Jfiscal year ending October 31, 1851.

witl transmit my Reports for the fiscal years ending October 31st, RECEIPTS. :
with transmit Reports ending ~~~~~~~~~~~On account State of Florida, -- $86,029 06

1851, and October 31st, 1852. Very respectfully, &e. On" oounttheof Flodda - 49,526 26
WM. R. HAYWARD, Treasurer. " Seminary Fund, - - 3,136 97

~The Treasurer in Account .w~ the " " FoiaInternal Improvement Fund, - 3,903 85 $142,596 14 ,
Thwte Treasurer in Account 7aith ze State of Florida: jPAYMENTS.

1851. DR. On account State of Florida, - - 88,277 74
U~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i .IC." CommonuSehoolFn,--3000017274 .

Nov. 1. To Balance from last fiscal year as per Report, 1,881 81 CommonSchool Fund, 39,000 00 127,27774
Almount Au Bution Tax, - 818 51 i" Amount " I Anotion Tax, - 818 51 Balance in the Treasury, [Cash, 10,097 19-Bonds, 5,221 21]] 15,318 40

" Fines, - - - 1,900 09
"1 " " Licenses, - - 5,164 54

I " L Revenue of 1846, 255 I4 The Treasurer, in Account with the State of Florida, for Fiscal 
" " ~~L 1847, 135 7711~ ~ ~ ~~~114, 157 Year· 1852.

" 1848, 1,167 40 15
" " " " ' 1849, 727 69 1852 DR.

" " " " 1850, 40,857 44 Nov. 1, To amount from Auction Tax, - - $1,292 65 
i " " " "1851 6,114 23 " " " Fines, - - - 2,300 27
" " Landsbo't in &c., 274 03 " ' " Licenses, - - 4,391 24

0 I IL Contingent Flind Revenue 1847, - - 14 21
advancedand refunded by'U., S., 1,727 12 " 1848, - 150 00,
"1 " " Room rent in base- Lt 1849,- 306 80

ment, - - - - 5 00 59,147 25 " 1850, - 1,120 19 .r
4 " Sehool Fund Loan under " 1851, - 40,474 08

Act 5th Gen'l. Assembly, - - - 25,000 00 86,02906 " 1852, - - 5,525 44
" Balance, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2,248 68 Contingent Fund, 44 75-55,619 63

1851. CR. 388,277 74 on act. - -

Nov. 1. By Comptroller's Warrants paid, - - - - 50,599 93 Add Loan from Internal Improvement Fund, on at. IdianH stilities, 5,000 0 
"r Treasury Certificates redeemed, - - - 19,657 01 $60,619 63

I iL " paid in for taxes, - - - 10,965 25 CR
' Jury, " I - - - - 7,055 55 88,27774 By Comptroller's Warrants, - - - 51,836 14 

The- Tesrriaconw e. "Treasury certificate's redeemed, 699 88
The Treasurer in account woith the School Fund. "Balance fromlastyear, - - 2,28 68E54,7S470 

1851, DR.
Nov'r 1. To amt. on handNov. 1st, 1851, as per Rep., $31,026 74 - Balance cash in hand, $5,834 93 

" " turned over to this office hy Register
of Public Lands, - - - 15,344 00 The Treasurer in Account with the School Fund.

I" 4 ree'df from salesland belonging to fund, 2,103 68 182. DR
L " from Gadsden Co., iut, on loan, 320 00182 RfrLi m adsdtaen Cdo.ida7t 3 4$9Non2loan 3 20 00 To Balance from last fiscal year, - $10,526 26

N . StatFlrid, . "1 A31 84 $49-526 26 Amount received from Comptroller, refunded
Nov 1. CR. by U. S., Principal, $(6000 00-Int. 122 96 $6,122 96
By amt. loaned Staste of lorida as per aot last General " Am't received from Rogister PublicLands, 11,526 54

Assembly - 25,000 00 


