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From the Oth Seidiorial District—Jiuzs W. Surrs.
“  « 10th “ “« Dawntit Birp, Sen.

e “ 11th “ € W. A. Brinson.

« “ 12th “« ¢ Henry J. STEWART.
o “ 13th “ « W. H. Coxe.

« <« 15th “ « Davip ProveNcE.

¢ “ 16th « “« E. D. TracEy.

« o« 17th ¢ & Grorce E. Hawss.
€ « 18th “ “« H. V. SxeLL. .

« <« 10th € “« James Fivror.

There being a quorum present, the proceedings of yesterday were
tead and approved.

On motion, the Senate proceeded tn the election of a President:

Mr. Long nominated Mr. H. V. Snell, of Hillshorough. '

Mr. Myrick nominated Mr. Angus Gillis, of Walton.

The vote was as follows:

For Sneur—Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Filor, Gillis, Hawes,
Kilcrease, Long, Provence and Stewart—10.

For Girris—Messrs. Eppes, Tracey Sm:th, Snell and Myrick—>5.

H. V. Snell having received a majority of the votes cast, was de:
tlared duly elected President of the Senate. . .

On motion, Messrs. Long, Kilcrease and Filor, were appointed &
Committee to conduct the President elect to the Chair.

The President, in an appropriate address, expressed his gratitude
for the confidence reposed in him by his fellow Senators, i
The Senate then proceeded to the election of Chief Secretary.
Mr. Brinson nominated D. G. Livingston, of Madison County.

The vote was as follows

For LivinesTtoNx—Mpr. President, Messrs. Bird, Bronson, Cone, -

Eppes, Filor, Gillis, Hawes; Kilerease, Long, Province, Smith, Stew-
art, and Tracey—14.

Blank—Mr. Myrick-=-1 »

D. G. Livingston was declared duly elected Secretary of the Sen-
ate. )

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an Assistant Secre-
tary.
Mr. Stewart nominated J. 8. Puarviance of Hamilton County. '
The vote was:

For Purviance—Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Coney

Eppes, Filor, Gillis, Hawes, Kilcrease, Long, Provence, Stewart, and
Tracey—13.
Brang—Messrs. Myrick and Smith—2.
J. S. Purviance was declared duly elected Assistant Secretary of
the Senate. :
The Senate then proceeded to the election of Engrossiag Clerk.
Mr. Long nominated Mr. B, F. Parker of Calhoun County.
‘The vote was: ‘
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_For Parxer—Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone,
Eppes, Filor, Gillis, Hawes, Kilcrease, Long, Provence, Stewart, and
Tracey—14.

Brang—Messrs. Smith and Myrick—2.

B. F. Parker was declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the
Senate.

“The Senate then proceeded to the election of Enrolling Clerk of
the Senate.

Mr. Kilerease nominated J. G. Smith, of Gadsden County.

The vote was :

For Smrra—NMr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Eppes,
Filor, Gillis, Hawes, Kilcrease, Long, Provence, Smith, Stewart and
Tracey—14. _

Mr. Smith was declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk of the Sen-
ate. -

The Senate then proceeded to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms,

Mr. Long nominated J. G. Park, of Wakulla County.

The vote was :
~ For PaRE—MTr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Eppes,
Filor, Gillis, Hawes, Kilcrease, Long, Proveice, Smith, Stewart and
"Tracey—14. :

Mr. Park was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of Door-keepsr and
Messenger.

Mr. Bird nominated John White, of Jefferson County.

Mr. Myrick nominated John Kelly. )

The vote was :

For Warte—Mr. Presldent, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Filor,

Hawes, Kilerease, Long, Provence and Stewart—10.

For Kerrv—Messrs. Eppes, Gillis, Myrick, Smith and Tracey—
B :
Mr. White was declared duly elected Door-keeper.

The officers elect, except Mr. Parker, appeared at the desk of the
Secretary and were sworn by the Hon. TI. J. Eppes, a Notary
Publie.

On motion of Mr. Hawes,

The Senator from Gadsden was excused from attendance in the
Senate for the period of three days. _

The Senate then adjonrned until to-morrow at 12 o’clock, M.

WEDNESDAY, November 29th, 1854.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. A quorum being pres-
ent, the proceedings of yesterday were read, corrected and appro-
ved.

Hon. E. D. Tracey presented the credentials of Edward Hopkins,
the Senator elect from the 14th District.
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Mr. Hopkins presented himself, and was daly sworn by T. ¥
Eppes, a Notary Public.

B. F. Parker, who was yesterday elected Engrossing Clerk, present:
ed himself and was duly sworn by the President of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Long, the Rules of the last session of the Sen-
ate were adopted as the Rules of the present Senate until other
Rules be adopted. )

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House
was organized and ready fo proceed to business.

Mr. Long moved that a Committee of three be appointed to
inform the House of Representatives that the Senate is now organized
and ready to proceed to business ; L '

Which motion was carried, andl Messrs. Long, Filor and Cone
were appointed said Committee, and afterwards returned and re-
ported that they had performed the duty assigned them..

Mr. Long moved that a Comumitiee of three be appointed to act
with a similar Committee from the House to wait upon His Excel-
lency the Governor, and inform him that the General Assembly is
now organized and ready to receive any communication that he
may be pleased to address them ;

Which motion was sustained, and Messrs. Long, Brinson and
Eppes were appointed said Committee. )

The Committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency the Gov-

ernor, and inform him that the Senate was ready to receive any-

communication he might have to make, &ec., returned and report-
ed that they had performed that duty, and that his Excellency would
communicate with the Senate instanter. )

The following Message was received from His Excellency the
Governor, and ordered to be read :

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Tarvasasses, November 24, 1854. :

Fellow-Citrzens of the Senate
and House of Representatives

It gives me pleasure to welcome you to the Seat of Gov-
ernment, and to congratulate you upon the favorable cir-
cumstances under which you have assembled. "

During the year now nearly closed, our State appears to
havebeen especially favored by Divine Providence. While
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gome sections have been visited with drought, and oths
ers with storms and floods, we have enjoyed a propitious
geason. The earth has rewarded the diligent husbandman
with a fair harvest, and with remunerating prices for our
great staple, we may expect throughout our borders a state
of prosperity which should be highly satisfactory. But
this ie not the only or even the more important evidence of
such favor.

Disease and death have visited many sections of our
common country with unrelenting violence. Insatiablein
their demands, they havespared neither age nor sex. Their
victims have been claimed from every class and condition
—the tenant of the hovel and the palace have alike be-
come the tenants of the grave. The benevolent physician,
as he has been ministering to the sick and dying, has been
stricken and called to his reward! The man of God, while
pointing out to dying penitents the road to Heaven, has
himself been summoned to that blessed abode! Human
gympathy has been awakened, and human benevolence has
made willing sacrifices ; but no sacrifices, however noble,

-no sympathy, however earnest, could do more than miti-

gate suffering. Death has done its work, and whole coms
munities have been clothed with the habiliments of mourn-
ing. Against such visitations, our commonwealth has been
mercifully protected. The general health of our people
has rarely been better, and while the afilictions with which
our sister communities have been visited, applies most for-
cibly to us the admonition, “be ye also ready,” our extras
ordinary exemption calls upon us for the most humble and
devout gratitude to that beneficent Being who, while He
rales in the armies of Heaven, deigns to minister to Hig
creatures on earth.

The Constitution makes it the duty of the Executive to
“give to the General Assembly information of the state of
the Governm®nt, and recommend to their consideration
guch measures as he may deem expedient.” In discharge
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of this duty, I beg leave to invite your attention to the ae-
companying :
OFFICIAL REPORTS.

The Report of the Treasurer shows that the revenue of
the State for the year preceding the 1st November, has
been considerably in excess of the disbursements, and that
the finances are in a healthy and satisfactory condition.—
The amounts borrowed from the different State funds, to
pay the expenses of suppressing Indian hostilities, have

not yet been refunded by the Federal Government, and
it may become necessary for the (General Assembly at its

present session, to make further provision for the payment -

of the first, and perhaps the second instalments of the
script, authorized by the last General Assembly to be is-
sued, under an Act entitled “ An Act to provide for the
payment of Captain Sparkman’s, Parker’s and other Vol-
unteer Companies, for services in the year 1849.” Ac.
companying this Report is the Treasurer’s accounts with
the Seminary, School, and Internal Improvement funds,
which, with the accompanying accounts of Major Beard,
the Comptroller, charged by law with the investment, will
gshow the amount and present condition of these various
funds, so far as they have been paid over into the Treasury.

The Report of the Register of Public Lands furnishes
a most satisfactory exhibit of the transactions of his office
during the past two years, with the balances remaining un-
paid on account of sales for the various funds committed
to his charge, and which have, therefore, never gone into
the Treasurer’s accounts. I would here remark, that such
is the complication of duties under the law, governing
these funds, that to procure information of their condition
and extent, a careful examination of the Register’s, Treas-
urer’s and Comptroller’s accounts is necessary. It is re-
spectfully suggested that these accounts might be simpli-
fied without detriment to the public interest. '

The accounts of the Register are accompanied by such

suggestions, on the subjects of Reminavice v Mavnmnny
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Schools, as his observation and experience have qualified
him to offer ; and to these your attention is respectfully
invited. It is a matter of deep regret that more has nof
been effected, in the way of organizing Common Schools,
but I apprehend that this is not attributable to the want
of a proper interest in the subject, by those to whom the
law has committed it, nor to the want of energy in thelaw
itself, but to the insufliciency of the fund. The increase
of this fund is a matter of great State interest, and should

‘enlist the talents and efforts of every citizen. Until such

increase is effected, it can hardly be expected that the ben-
efits of the system can become general.

The Report is accompanied by a Report from the Board
of Education of the State Seminary at Ocala, in East Flor-
ida, suggesting measures for the improvement of the fund,
and showing the condition of the institution, to which I
invite your attention. '

The Report required by law to be made to the General
Assembly, by the Attorney General, accompanies thig
communication. You are respectfully referred to it for

valuable suggestions on the snbject of our Quarantine laws, - -

Pilotage at Key West, and for a statement of the present
condition of the suit pending in the Supreme Court of the
United States, between this State and Georgia, to settle
the question of boundary. On this subjectI will, at some
early day, make to the (General Assembly a special com-
munication. ,

The resignation of Major John Beard, as Comptroller of
the Treasury, created a vacancy which was filled by the ap-
pointment of Theodore W, Brevard, to serve until the last
day of the present session of the General Assembly. On
the 2d of October last, I granted to the Comptroller a tem.
porary leave of absence, and have since extended it, in con-
sequence of his having accidentally received a serions in-

. jury, which %ias prevented his return up to this date. I’

have made no ad snferim appointment, because I desired

the benefit of his suggestions onthe subject of revenue,:

28
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&e. It is hoped that he will be able to return and resu'm§
his duties at an early day, when his report will be commu-
nicated to the General Assembly.

Your attention is respectfully called to the General Re-

port of the State Engineer and Geologist, with the accom-
panying reports, marked A. B. and C. The Bqard of In.
ternal Improvement will meet in Tallahassee on Monday
the 4th prox., after which I may make to t}}e General As-
sembly a communication on some of the points embraced
in the General Report.

The report of the Quartermaster General shows the numa
ber and condition of the State arms, and the letter of Col.
Craig of the Ordnance Department, and the account cur-
rent between the State and the General Government, here-
with communicated, shows the extent of our indebtedness
for arms over-drawn. This State has made no report of her
military strength since the year 1845, and as a necessary
consequence, the apportionment of arms to us ha§ bc?gn
annually diminishing. We have no military organization
worthy of the name, and cannot expect to haye until the
State is prepared to pay at least the expenses of 80Me pa-
triotic and public spirited citizen, who will-devote his time

and talents to the work. A report from the Adjutant .

General’s office in 1845, secured us an annual app?rtior%-
ment of arms amounting, in the aggregate, to what is est.r-.
mated as the eqnivalent of 836 muskets, and we have paid
more than four thousand dollars to have them preserved.
The arms now on hand will soon have cost the State more
than their value, and as there is nnde_ar. our l?resent organi-
zation no prospect of receiving additions for the next ﬁf-
teen years, 1 respectfully suggest to the Gene?al Assemjbl;
that suitable provision be made for the efficient organiza-
gion of the Militia of the State, or that the office of Quar-
termaster General be abolished, and the arms turned over,
with the other State:property, to the Treasury,
SALARTES. :
The constitutional provision that the compensation ‘of

\
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the Governor *shall not be increased, ot diminished, dus
ring the term for which he shall have been elected,” re-

lieves me from any embarrassment in calling your attention
to the subject of salaries. When most of the present sala-

ries of the officers connected with the Executive Depart- -

ment were fixed, the expenses of living were less—the
price of labor less—and the duties of the officers much less

onerous than at present. Under the present scale, no_man

having a family to sapport can afford to accept an office in

. the Executive Department, unless he has a residence of his

own at the capital, with his own servants, and is so sitna-
ted as to be able to add something to his salatry income.

_The salary of the Treasurer of this State, who is required

to find good and sufficient security for seventy-five thou-
sand dollars, and is charged with the risk, not only of re-
ceiving and disbursing the revenues of the State, but with
the preservation of the State’s property, and the safe keep-

" ing, disbursement, &e., of the large and increasing amounts

of money and bonds belonging to the Seminary, School and
Internal Improvement Funds, is several hundred dollars
per annum less than is paid by the merchants of this city

~ for competent book-keepers. The subject is one which calls

for examination, and is respectfully submitted for your con-

_pideration,

INDIANS.

The General Assembly, at its Tast session, passed an act
for the final removal of the Indians from the State, and for

“other purposes. That act required the Governor to raise
‘one Brigade, to be composed of one Regiment of Mounted

Volunteers, and one Regiment of Infantry, of not more
than one thousand men each. It required him to commis-

sion the-officers elected, including the Brigadier General:
‘elected by the. joint vote of the General Assembly, and

when organized, to tender the Brigade to the General Gov-

. ernment for the removal of the Indians.

These duties were purely executory, and finding them
wholly unexzecuted at the date of my qualification, I com-
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tnissioned Allen G. Johnson, who had been elected Briga:

dier General by the General Assembly, and placed him
nnder orders to raise his Brigade, with a view to tendering
it to the General Government as required by the act.

e reports to me that the Mounted Regiment is enrolled
and ready for organization, but that he has not been able
to raise a single company of Infantry, and doubts whether,
nnder existing circumstances, that Regiment can be pro-
cured. This being the case, I have been unable to organ-
ize the Brigade as required by the act, and have eonse-
quently made no tender of its services to the Federal Gov+
ernment. The further duties required of the Governor in
executing the law, were made to depend upon the Govern-
ment’s refusing to accept the services of the Brigade; and
upon several other contingencies; neither of which has oe-
cwred. I have, therefore, issued no bonds add incurred
no obligations for the State; and whilst Thave at all times
been ready to act promptly in discharging the duties as.
signed me, I have not found it necessary to make farther
use of the powers which the act conferred upon the Execu-
tive.

The failure to raise the regiment of Infantry, renders &

_ material modification of the law necessary, and it is possi-

le that your deliberations may lead you to consider im-
portant changes desirable. I am advised by Capt. Casey;
the agent of the Government, that the Indians are peace-
ably disposed, and he expresses the opinion that a rigid
enforcement of the State law prohibiting all persons from
trading with them, or in any manner furnishing them sup-
plies, will lead at no distant day to their peaceable emi
gration. Having received information that the law had
been violated, I instructed the District Attorney for the

Southern District to enquire into the matter, and to use his

Dest efforts to convict and punish the violators.

The duty of removing these Indians from our State, has
YHeen transferred by the present Administration from the
Interior to the War Department, and is now in the hands
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of General Davis—a man who, as a statesinan and ‘a gol-

- dier, has always been equal to his duty. I have reason to

believe that while he greatly desives to effect the object
peaceably, he will use coercive measures it necessary, and
that the Government is not entertaining the idea of adopt-
ing a policy which looks toa permanent settlement of these
people within our borders. It will be for the General As-
gembly to determine whether the State will wait longer, or
whether she will take the matter into her own hands. If
we determine to wait, I wonld respectfully suggest that the
large discretion conferred on the Govérnor in the law of
the last session be repealed, and that some simple provis-
ion for protection in case of emergency be substituted. If,
on the other hand, it is determined to proceed at once to
coercive measures, I would respectfully suggest that the
provision made in the law of the last session will be found
inadequate. The appropriation is too small for such a ser-
vice, and the means provided for raising the money would
probably be unreliable in the present state of financial des
rangements. The question is snbmitted to you,as the peo-
ple’s representatives, with a confidence that it will receive
that careful consideration and prudent action which its
delicacy and importance demand.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. .
The framers of the Constitution were deeply impressed
with the importance of a liberal system of Internal Im-

_provements, and provided that such a system shonld he

enconraged by our State Government. The time has prob-
ably arrived wlhen our duty to ourselves and our constitu-

- ents requires us to fix upon and adopt a State system, and

determine the extent to which we can, as a Government,
aid in its construction. To determine these points, and
act upon such determination, is to affect for weal or forwoa
the best interests of our com monwealth, and therefore in-
volves grave and important responsibilities. So far as
these may attach properly to the Executive Department,
1 am prepared to assume them, and feel no hesitation in
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declaring that in my jidgment no State system will be

worthy of the name which fails to connect Fernaundina, or-

some other equally accessible point on our Atlantic Coast,
with Tampa Bay in the South and Pensacola Bay in the
West. These two, as great main trunks, would form the
basis of a system which would be worthy of the * sea girt
State,” Less than these would be unworthy of our envia-
ble geographical position. These trunks would throw off
‘their branches, or feeders, to every point where a sufficient
commerce would invite them; and thus, not only every sec-
tion of our State, but almost every County, wounld share in
their benefits.

It has been doubted by some whether such Roads would
pay. Ibave not shared in such doubts. Few if any Roads
in the South, according to their length, pass through lar-
ger portions of rich agricultural country than these, and

none probably through a greater extent of pine forests,

adapted to the business of luatber and naval stores. It is
uniformly conceded that Roads relieved from undue com-
petition, pay well in good cotton growing districts, but it is
not generally understood that one man employed in the
turpentine business, will furnish more freight to a Railroad,
than ten men engaged in the culture of cotton. And yet
such is the case. It has been demonstrated by at least one
of our Southern Companies, that where a Road passes in
equal portions through a pine forest unfit for cultivation,
but abounding in naval stores, and through a rich agricul-
tural district, the forest furnishes freight ten times as great

as the agriculture. In our case, the two sources of supply =
are happily combined-=Cotton and Sugar, with tropical

fruits, &e., for winter transportation, and naval stores and

lumber for the summer. Thus provided, it can hardly be-

doubted that the local business offered to these Roads,
would be at least equal to that done on any Roads in the
‘Southern States. '
Bat this is not all. It must be remembered that more
‘than one half of all the produce exported from the United
‘States passes through the Gulf of Mexico, and around the
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Peninsula of Florida. The articles received in exchange
for this, are doomed to the same tedious, hazardouns and ex-
pensive navigation; and when we recollect that the extra

insuranee on nearly all light goods, added to the loss of in- =

terest by detention, wounld more than pay the whole freight
from New York to their place of destination, we may rea-
sonably infer that the through freight would be an item of
no small importance.

But these, however ample, would not be opr only sources
of income. Our geographical position would of necessity
make our roads great mail routes, and the most important
thoroughfares of travel between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. It is doubted whether their income from through
travel, would be equaled by any two American roads of
similar length, south of New York. To these advantages,
local and geographical, may be added another worthy of
consideration, The right of way, it is believed, could be
procured on both lines, at a cost merely nominal ; both
roads would pass through country abounding in the very
best timber for superstructure, and which, to a great ex-
tent, has been graded by nature, enabling us, it is believ-

ed, to build first class roads at much less expense than any

of our neighbors. When we consider all these advanta-
ges, and contrast them with other enterprises already com-
pleted, which are paying good dividends, and whose stock
is in demand-at, and above par, it is difficult to resist the

impression, that our General Assembly acted wisely in .

fixing & limit beyond which the annual profits of these
companies should not be extended.

But suppose we are mistaken in the extent of business ,

which would be thrown upon these roads, and'consequent¥

ly in the amonnt of profit to be derived from the invest- .

ment, we should even then find ourselves abundantly re-
warded, in having appropriated to purpdses of profitable
trade, at least three of the finest harbors in the South,—in
‘baving built yp, within oor own borders, three cities des-
tined to become great marts of commerce—in -having re-
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moved the inaccessibility, which has hung like an incumbus
around us—in having increased the happiness, angmented.
the wealth, and secured the prosperity of our people, and
last, thongh not least, in having blotted sectionalism from
the map of Florida, and made our people one in interest
and feeling.

That all these, and other advantages would follow the
completion of these great enterprises, Ihaveno doubt, and
that they are worthy of the highest efforts of our Govern-
ment and people, there can be no question. Let us, there-
fore, turn our attention to another; and controlling consul
eration connected with the subject.

Have we the ability ¢ To what extent can the State en-
gage in these enterprises consistently with the best inter-
est of the people, and withount a violation of the Constitu-
tion? These are questions which deserve, and will doubt-
less receive, your earnest and anxious consideration.

The 2ud Sec. of the 8th Article of the Constitution de-

clares as follows: ¢ No other or greater amount of tax or
revenue, shall at any time be levied, than may be required
for the necessary expenses of Government.”

sembly shall not pledge the faith and credit of the Stateto
raise funds in aid of any corporation whatsoever.”
Whatever opinion may be entertained of the wisdom of

these provisions, all will agree that they prohibit the gov- -

ernment from resorting to taxation in aid of internal im-

provements, and deprive this State of that description of.

credit, upon which others haverelied, to the greatest extent,
for the success of such enterprises. We are not, however,
prevented fromn using money, and other assets, which we
may at any time have, that are applicable to this purpose,
in such manner as we may consider most advantageous;
and to this part of the subject I beg leave to call your par-
ticular attention, '

The Report of the Register of Public Lands shows sales -
of Internal Improvement land to the amount of $228,-

The 13th’
Sec. of the 18th Article declares, that ¢ The General As-
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121.59, and farnishes estimates for the land unsold; which
tould make the fund 965,000 dollars. This, with the in-
terest already due and that will accumulate before the fund
will probably be used, would justify us in estimating it in
round numbers at one million. In addition to this, the
Federal Government granted to the State, in 1850, all the
swamp and overflowed land remaining unsold within our
borders on the 28th of Sepfeniber of that year. The se:
Yections under this grant have been pressed forward by the
State’s dgents with commenddble energy, but 4re not yet
completed, and many of those made have not yet received
the final action of the Commiissioner. Without knowing
the extent of this fund, it may not be extravagant to esti-
mate it &t 8,000,600 scies, embracing, with nmch that is
worthless; some of the most valuable land i the State.—
The value of this fuid has been variously estimated, but
there can be little doubt that it ¢an be relied on as a safe
dind sufficient security for two million dollars.  This, ad-
ded to the Internal Improvement fund, would give us a re:
liable security of three million, with which to commence
operations. With such a fund; we dre now called upon to
decide whether we will begin the work of frittering it
away in local enterprises, and as food for local and section-
al prejudices, or whether we will adopt a great State sys:
tem, and enterupon its construction with a zeal and ener~
gy that will abate only with sticcess—a system which will
give us a commerce second probably to no State in the
South, which will build up our infant mianufactures, increase

-and develope our agricultural resources, improve the val-

ue of our lands, fill up our forests with an industrious and
happy population, and make us a great and prosperous
commonwealth. To my mind, the path of duty is plain.
A road from Fernandina to Tampa Bay, and one from a
convenient point for intersection in Columbia county, to
Pensacola, would not vary much firom an aggregate of five
hundred and twenty miles. It has been suggested that to
secure the coiistruction of these roads; the State might
38 -
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v‘@‘fall afford to make a donation of all the funds; and thag
with such security, the companies could readily obtain the
money necessary for building. Again it has been sugoest-
¢d, that a loan of the fands to the companies, to be :sed
48 & security, they agreeing to release them at some future
day, and restore them to the State, would serve the pur-
pose desired. To my mind, the first plan proposed is un-
Becessary, and not likely to meet with general acceptance,
I would, to some extent, be wrequal in the distribution of
its .beneﬁts, because there would be no fund returned with
which to aid in constructing the branch roads nécessm-y
to promote the interest of a large portion of the State and
-W'hlc'h should be looked to as a part of the system. ’Nor
1s this the only objection to absorbing and sinking the
fl']Dd. When it has served the purpose in aid of thes: va-
rious works, it should return to bless onr people, by build-
ing & school house in every neighborbiood, and securing a
good English eduneation to every child. To a loan there
are grave objections ; not the least of which is, that it
'Wou'ld not b"fa likely that the fund would return to the State.
L‘he course, in my judgnrent, promising the best results.

and calcolated most certainly to suceeed, is for the State’-
with the consent of the companies, to subscribe for stoc];
‘fﬁo the extent of ten thousand doliars per mile; to be paid

in State Internal Improvement bends, payable in ten years,
bearing interest, and to be delivered as required for the"
Progress of the work; the payment for the principal and
tnterest of these bonds to be secured by the hypothecation
to the companies of all the Internal Improvement and’
swamp land fands, together with the stoek for which the

bonds were given.

The subscriptions should be aeccompanied by a eo.ntracfs'
on the part of the State, to sell the stock to the companies
or their assignees at par, whenever they desired it, for the
bonds at par. Thus the companies would be secured by
the bonds of the State, the stock for which they were giv-
en, the Internal Tmprovement fund, the swamp land fund,
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and the right to convert the bonds into a stock that would,
in my judgment, be second to few in the Union. To these
securities the companies could add their private subscrip-
tions by bypothecating the stock of the road, which, for
the purposes of this argument, I will estimate at the sum
of two million, or four thousand dollars per mile. So far
8s securing a loan would be concerned, the companies could
make the State’s securities as fully available as if they
owned the fund as a donation ; and the fact that the State
had manifested her confidence in them, by large subscrip-
tions to their stock, would greatly aid their negotiations.
In this respect the companies would be benefitted, while
the right to comvert the bonds into stock at par would en-
ablethem to appropriate to themselves, if they should de-
sire, the advantages of the whole enterprise, as fully as if
the State had loaned the fund.

"In speaking of the securities which such a subseription
-would enable these Companies to offer, it will be observed
that I have said nothing of grants of land by the General
Governwent, and these, in some shape, they will doubtless
receive.

The course which I have suggested wonld, I think, se-
cure the early construction of both roads, and the State
may be easily protected from loss or embarrassment by
throwing the necessary safe-gnards around the subscription
and the issne of bonds. ' ,

-1 have thus, Fellow-Citizens, expressed my opinions fully
and frankly on this subject. They are submitted for your
consideration. Should the course which I have suggested

fail to command your approbation, then will I most cheer-

folly co-operate with you in any other which promises
greater benefits, and is not inconsistent with the provisions
of the Constitution. That your united wisdom will enable
you to adopt some system of operations which will secure
the advantages 8o much desired, and at the same time be
safe and judicious, I have no doubt; and having adopted
it, let us take as our motto, * Energy and Action. ”
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CHARTERS.

The General Assembly, atits last session, granted several
charters, incorporating Railroad Companies, and among
them one styled the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Com-
pany. That charter gives a floating Eastern terminus to be
fixed by the directors of the company, at any point they
may select on the line dividing this State from the State of

Georgia. A road built under it from Pensacola to the

Jjunction of the Flint and Chattahoochee, there to connect

with a Georgia road to skirt our borders to the Atlantic, -

would prove a dangerous if not a successful rival of one of
our great State lines ; and I would respectfully suggest that,
with the consent of the company, the charter be so modified
as to locate its Eastern terminus at Fernandina, or at such
point on, or near the Florida Railroad, as the company may
designate, and that there be authority conferred to con-
struct a branch road, if they desire, to the line of the State
of Georgia at sowe point east of the Alapaba river, '

So faras Railroads are concerned, it is helieved that we
now have charters on our Statute Book which, with some
unimportant amendments, will be found sufficient for the
present wants of the State. The construction of these roads
may be greatly embarrassed by the grant of charters for
rival routes, and I respectfully suggest, that all such appli-*
cations be carefully examined before being acted on.

I received from the Secretary of a Commercial Conven-
tion held in the ¢ity of Charleston in June last, a copy of
certain resolutions on the subject of the Pacific Railroad,
accompanied by a communication from a committee char-
ged by the Convention with certain duties, and enclosing
copics of bills, &e., on which the action of the General As-
semDly of this State is requested. They are herewith com-
municated and your attention respectfully invited to the
consideration of the application. :

TAXATION.

The Constitution requires the General Assembly to
adopt “an equal and uniform mode of taxation.” This
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. requirement should be obeyed, or the section amended.

Justice would seem to require the State to distribute the
burthens of Government asshe does its benefits—that those
who receive the same measure of protection should contri-
bute the same amount to the revenue. Thisis indeed the
policy indicated by the Constitution, but I respectully sug-
gest that the present revenue laws of the State fail to put
it into practice. The law imposes a capitation and prop-
ty tax unpon Lawyers, Doctors, Weighers, Inspectors and
Pilots, just as it does npon Planters, Manufacturers, Mer-
chants and Teachers; and yet, in the case of the former,
a tax is required on their income, which is not required on
the income of thelatter. The Government confers no more
protection npon the profession of law or medicine, than if
does upon those of agriculture or manufactures, and it is
difficult to vindicate the justice of alaw which imposes
upon them an unequal portion of the burthens of Govern-

ment. Nor are these the only classes against whom the in..

equality operates. A planter in the country purchases two
thousand acres of second rate land, for twenty thousand
dollars—he constructs a princely mansion and makes other
impovements worth twenty thousand more—he stocks his
plantation with horses, mules, implements of husbandry,
&ec., at a cost of five thousand, and furnishes his house at
a cost of another five thousand, making an estate of fifty
thousand dollars on which he receives the protection of the

Government, and for this he pays 81 mills per acre on his

land, or the sum of sixteen dollars and fifty cents. A me-
chanic or manufacturer, whose occupation requires him to
reside in a town or city, invests fifty thounsand dollars in
houses and lots for his residence, workshops, &e. On this
investment he receives the profection of the Government,
and because it happens to be within the corporate limits
of, even a villa, he pays twenty-two cents on every Lun-
dred dollars value thereof, or the handsome little sum of
one hundred and ten dollars. Iere are two -citizens en-
joying the same measure of protection, and under a consti-
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tution which requires a *uniform mode of taxation,” and

yet one pays towards the support of the Government more,

than six times the amount paid by theother. Again the citi-
zen who has his estate invested at interest, or in property
which pays a valuation assessment, contributes twenty-two
cents on each hundred dollars; whereas at the present
value of slave property, it pays butlittle, if any, over half
as much. A man who owns a saw mill worth four thou-
sand dollars, pays a tax of eight dollars and eighty cents
whereas his neighbor, who owns one thousand head of cat-
tle worth the same amount, pays only two dollars and fifty
cents. Can this be ¢ an equal and uniform mode of taxa-
tion? Ifitis not, then Tapprehend that it does not meet
the requirements of the Constitution. The question is one
of importance, because it affects the relative burthens im.
posed, and benefits conterred, upon every citizen by the
Government of his State. It is submitted for the conside-
ration of the General Assembly, and I respectfully recom-
mend that such modifications be made as will conform the
law as nearly as possible to the requirements of the Con-
stitution.
CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS,

The expenses of prosecuting eriminals in this State, have
greatly snereased within the last few years. For thg fiscal
vear 1850, they amounted to the sum of $7,457.24 ; for the
fiscal year 1853 to $13,172.91, and for the last fiscal year
to $13,086.66, being an increase of nearly eighty per cent,
in four years. From such an increase of expense we would
naturally infer an increase of business, and consequent
augmentation of the receipts from that source ; but such is
not the case. The fines collected in 1850 amounted to §1,-,
994.10, whereas the fines collected in 1854 were only $1,.
626.60, showing that while the expenses increased 80 per

cent., the collections decreased over 15 per cent.” The pay. .

ment into the Treasury from this source, amounts to less
than one fortieth part of the State’s revenue, while the
amount paid out is more than one fifth of the entire expen-
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ges of the State Government. This subject merits a care-
ful investigation, and is submitted for your consideration
with the hope that the source of the evil will be found, and
the proper remedy applied.

RETAILER’S LICENSE.

That there is a diversity of opinion among the people of
this State on the subject of license generally, there can be
no doubt, and that the question has to some extent, and
will probably to a still greater extent, be carried to the bal-
lot box in our political elections, we have reason to fear.
Like every question affecting the people, it should be re.
ferred to them for settlement, and this I think may readily
be done. Therevenuelaws of this State restrict the Boards
of County Commissioners, in the exercise of the taxing
power, to levying a tax not greater than one half of the tax
levied by the State, and this restriction has been held to
apply also to the question of license. All thatis necessary
to enable each County in the State to decide the question
for itself] is to remove the restriction on the taxing power.
The issue would then be changed from our politieal to our

County elections, and would be eontested in the selection

of the Boards of County Commissioners. These elections,
it will be remembered, come off when there is no political
contest in the State, and would be relieved from all party

« bias. If the sale of intoxicating liquors is a great evil, the
people should have the right to relieve themselves from its
influence, and whether it is or is not such an evil, those af.
fected by it should have the right to judge.

The General Assembly, at its last session, passed an act
providing that  retailers of spirituous liquors shall pay
annually the sum of two hundred dollars” for a license.
This law, I am of opinion, has been highly beneficial, but
it is urged, and with good reason, that it is unequal in its
operation. It attempts to lessen the number of retailers,
but leaves untouched the dealer from one quart npwards.
Should the General Assembly decline to refer the question
to the respective County Governments, as I have suggest-
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ed, then I respectfully recommend such an amendment of

the law as will embrace thiose who sell intoxieating liquors,,

without reference to the quantity.
CESSION OF WEST FLORIDA.

I have received from his Excellency; the Governor of Al-
abama, a copy of a joiunt resolution of the General Assem-
bly of that State, approved February 15, 1854, proposing
that the State of Florida shall cede to the State of Alabama
all that portion of her Territory lying west of the Chatta-
hoochee and Apalachicola Rivers, with a request that the
said resolution be laid before the General Assembly of this
State. I herewith enclose it, and beg leave to remark that
a compliance with the wishes of our sister State would
transfer the city of Apalachicola, the largest commercial
city in Florida—would transfer the Bays of St. Josephs,
St. Andrews and Pensacola—would cut off from our ju-
risdiction one of the most interesting and valuable sea
coasts in the United States; and would give to Alabama
instead of Florida, at some future day, the great city of the
South. Such an act of liberality, I humbly conceive, is
more than should be expected, and it is not likely to re-
ceive a favorable consideration at the hands of the people’s
representatives.

. STATE LIBRARY:

The Library has received large and valuable additions
during the past year. The duties of Librarian have been
discharged by the Secretary of State; and his office has been
used as a Library Roow. I respectfully suggest that a lar-
ger room should be provided, and a librarian appointed,
with a moderate salary. The books are of great value, and
the duties of the office are too onerous to be made an ap-
pendage, without compensation, to any office in the Exec:
utive Department.

CENSUS AND APPORTIONMENT.
The duty of providing for an enumeration of the inhab-

-
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itants of this State, and for apportioning the representa-
tion, will devolve upon the present General Assembly.

The Constitution appears to contemplate the apportion-
ment after the enumeration, and whether it will be com-
petent for the General Assembly to establish the basis and
delegate to others the arrangement of details, &c.,is a
question worthy of consideration.

In connection with this enumeration, I wounld respectful-
ly suggest that a general table of statistics be arranged,
ewbracing most of the subjects in the United States Cen-
sus of 1850, and adding the statistics of wealth, including
everything of value.

AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

The 8rd Sec. of the 6th Article of the Constitution pro-

'vides that ¢ No President, Director, Cashier or other offi-

cer of any Banking Company in this State, shall be eligi-
ble to the office of Governor, Senator or Representative to
the General Assembly of this State, so long as he shall be
such President, Director, Cashier or other officer, nor un-
til the lapse of twelve months from the time at which he
shall have ceased to be such President, Director, Cashier,
or other officer.” .

The 8th See. of the 6th Article provides that ¢ No Gov-
ernor, Justice of the Supreme Court, Chancellor, or Judge
of this State, shall Dbe eligible to election or appointment,
to any other and different station, or office, or post of hon-
or, or emolument, under this State, or to the station of Sen-

. ator or Representative in Congress of the United States,

until one year after he shall have ceased to be such Gov-
ernor, Justice, Chancellor, or Judge.”

The 10th Sec. ot the G6th Article provides that ¢ No Min-
ister of the Gospel shall be eligible to the office of Gov-
ernor, Senator, or member of the House of Reprezentatives
of this State.” :

If there were reasons existing at the time when our Con-
stitution was adopted which justified the partial disfran-
chisement of any citizen, except for crimes which rendered
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him unworthy of public confidence, it is believed that they
no longer exist, and the policy of excluding from offices
of trust any class of citizens, in consequence of their occu-

pation or profession, is exeeedingly questionable. I beg

I.eave to call your attention to these seetions, and respect-
fully suggest the propriety of taking the necessary steps
to modify or repeal them.

The amendment of our Constitution which changed the
Sessions of the General Assembly from annual to biennial,
was adopted mainly as a measure of economy. An exam-
nation of the average expenses of the Government before

‘and since the change, will show that the resnlts anticipated
have been but very partially realized. It is, indeed, doubt-
ed whether the true interest of the State does not call for
a return to annual sessions. The subject is worthy of the
careful consideration of the people’s representatives.
FEDERAL RELATIONS. ~

The present political aspect of the non-slaveholding
States of the Union, furnishes cause for serious reflection and
apprehension on the part of the South. In 1850, we sub-
mitted to a Compromise, as it was termed, which a second
time branded us with inequality in the Union. It deprived
us of our just right to participate in the settlement of Cal-
fornia ;—it dismembered a slave State, under a threat of
coercion by Federal arms;—it singled out from the great

mass of property the controlling property of the South, and
denied us the privilege of converting it into money in the
District of Columbia: and for these surrenders, what did
we receive? We were told that we were compensated by
a clear and decided acknowledgment of our constitutional
rights on two points. One was the right to reclaim our fu-
gitive slaves, and the other was the recognition and adop-'
tion, by the Federal Government, of the great principle of
Non-Intervention on the subjeet of slavery, in the organi-
zation of the Territories of the Union. We were told that
the Wilmot proviso had been strangled, and that in future
the North and the South, like a band of brothers, were to
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settle the common Territories, and that they were to be ad.
mitted as States when they organized their Governments,
with or without slavery, as the inhabitants might deter-
mine. With these recognitions, although but the acknow-

- ledgment of rights already possessed, the South rested.

The fugitive slavé law, although fair in theory,and honestly
and promptly executed by the Government, has proved in
practice worsethan useless. Suchhave beentheobstructions
thrown in the way of its execution, that in some instances
the cost of recovering a single slave have been more than
twenty times his value, while in others the blood, and even
the life, of the Southern citizen, has atoned for his temerity
in availing himself of the provisions of the law.

The organization of the territories of Nebraska and

Kansas, furnished an opportunity for testing the sincerity

of the country on the subject of Non-Intervention. The
introduction of the Dbills arrayed against the Constitution
and the South, the armies of Abolition fanaticism. The
men of the South, standing upon the Constitution, cheered
on by a noble and distinguished band of Northern Sena-
tors and Representatives, and sustained by the power and
influence of a patriotic Administration, achieved a victo-
ry. The struggle was violent and protracted, but the Con-
stitution triumphed. The Territories were organized. The
Missouri restriction which, for more than thirty years, had
been branding the South with inequality, wasrepealed. The
question of slavery was referred to the Constitution, Con-
gressional non-intervention established, and the patriot
permitted to hope that the Constitution of the country, and
equal rights under it, would become the watch-word in ev-
ry section. Such hopes, however, were doomed to an ear-
ly disappointment. The passage of these bills only trans-
ferred the battle toanother field, and was made the signal
for new and fanatical erganizations in the non-slaveholding
States. They inscribed on their banners, *“ A Restorarion
or THR Missourt RestriorioNn—rar Repean oF teE Fuar-
ivE SLAVE LAW, AND THE ADMISSION OF NO MORE SLAVE
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StaTEs Ivro THE UnNioN.” On such a platform they have ,g

met, and most signally defeated the men of the Constits
thD.i They have, with possibly a single exception, con-
trolling majorities in every non-slaveholding State, and
have, for the first time under our Government, elect,:ed' a
-Ho.use of Representatives purely and wickedly sectional
1n its character. In view of all this, the Sonth is calm and
unmoved. She is prepared to abide by the Union, made
by the Constitution, with equal rights under it. Beyond
this, she will be forced to act upon the sentiment, A un-
ion of the South forthe protection of the South.”,

Pledging my co-operation in all constitutional measures
calculated to promote the honor and interest of the State
and anxiously desiring the blessing of God upon your de-7
liberations, 1 am, '

Your fellow citizen,
JAMES E. BROOME.

e e
On motion of Mr. Brinson, two hundred )]
. and fifty copies of
the same and accompanyin do,cuments wer S bo
{ e order i
for the use of the Senate. s ered to be printed
Mr. Long moved that the Secretary of i
: y of ihe Senate be authorized
to purchase Stationery for t}  tl ing 1
o paret y e use of the Senate during its Ppresent
Mr. Myrick moved to amend said motion, b i
M , by adding that the sta.
tionery so purchased shall not exceed seventy-five do]%ars. ’
Said amendment was adopted.
Mr. Long moved that a Committee of thre i
1 i e be appointed by th
Presidentto dvaft and report Rules for the ) res.
) overnment -
ent session of the Senate ; ¢ ment of tho pres
Which motion was sustained, and Messrs, L, i
] i . Long, E rin-
son appointed said Committee, & “ppes and Brin
Mr. Myrlck moved that a committee be appointed by the Senate
to receive sealed proposals for the printing to be done for the samé
for the present session ; that the Committee consist of three mem.
bers, and that they report on to-morrow.

Mr. Hawes moved as a substitute that the Senate do now proceed —

to the election of a Printer.
The yeas and nays being called for on the adoptio i i
! ion of -
tute, by Messrs. Tracey and Eppes, were : ption of said substi
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Yeas—Mr. Presideut, Messrs. Bird, Briuson, Cone, Filor, Hawes,

- Yong and Stewart—8.

Nays—Messrs. Eppes, Gillis, Hopkins, Myrick, Smith and Tra-
cy—6. ’
ySo said substitute was adopted.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a Printer.

Mr. Long nominated Charles E. Dyke.

Mr. Myrick nominated Beujamin F. Alleu.

The vote was as follows; :

For Dygg—Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Filor,
Hawes, Long and Stewart—8.

For Arzen—DMessrs. Eppes, Gillis, Hopkins, Myrick, Swith and
Tracey—®6. :

Mr. Dyke having received a majority of the votes cast, was de-
clared duly elected Printer.

Mr. Myrick moved that 2 committee bhe appointed to contract for
the printing at the lowest possible rates. .

Said motion was adopted, and Messrs, Myrick, Long and Hawes
appoiuted said committee.

Mr. Myrick moved that each member of the Senate be furnish-
ed with a copy of the Laws of the last session, and that the Ser-

geant-at-Arms be required to procure the same; also the Journal's
of the Senate, and for this pnrpose to call on the Secretary of Stute. .

The President of the Senate announced the following Stauding
Committees for the present Session:
Committee on the Judiciary.  Cominitiee on Tazation & Revenue.

Messrs. LONG, - Messrs, WYNN,
PROVENCE, HOPKINS,
EPPES, LONG,
STEWART, PROVENCE,
TRACEY. GILLIS.
Committee on the State of the C'om- Commiltee on the Militia.
- monwealth. Messrs. KTLCREASE,
Messrs. PROVENCE, . SMITH,
IRD, EYPES,
CONE, STEWART,
SMITH. MYRICK.
Committee on. Federal Relations. Commiltlee on Clatms & Accounts
Messys. BIRD, Messrs. SMITH,
PROVENCE, BRINSON,
CONE, HAWES,
NICHOLSON, MYRICK,
TRACEY. NICHOLSON.
Committee on Agricullure. Committee on Corporations.
Messrs. WYNN, Messrs. PROVENCE,
HOPKXINS, ' GILLIS,
BIRD, : HOPKINS,
KILCREASE, WYNN,

CONE. HAWES.
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Committee on Schools and Col- Commitiee on Engrossed Bills,

leges. Messrs. FILOR,
Messrs, MYRICK, GILL1S,
FILOR, SMITH,
LONG, CONE,
SrM ITH, EPPES.
KILOREASE. Comanittee on Enrolled Bills.

Committee on Propositions and Messrs. LONG,

Grievances. EPPES,
Messrs. HOPKINS. HOPKINS,
STEWART, STEWART,
GILLIS, BRINSON.,
SMITH, . L
BRINSON, Committee on Requn of the
. Constitution.
Committee on Internal Improve-
menls Messrs. EPPES,
QT FILOR,
Messrs. BRINSON "
’ ORIGLER,
TRACEY, BIRD ’
NICHOLSON, WYNN
HAWES, _ .
BIRD. Commiltee on Executive Depart.-
Commiltee on, Elections. ment.
Messrs. HAWES, Messrs. TRACEY,
GILLIS, KILCREASE,
BRINSON, SMITH,
WYNR, HOPKINS,
MYRICK. CRIG LER.

) On motion of Mr. Hawes, it was ordered that 75 copies of the
list of Standing Committees be printed for the use of the Senate.

Mr. Long moved that so much of the Governor's Messaze as re.
fers S%g “ official reports,” be referred to the Standing Committeo of
the Senate on the Executive Department ;

That so much thereof as refers to Salaries,” be referred to the
Standing Committee upon Propositions and Grievances;

That so much thereof as refers to < Indians,” be referred to the
Standing Committee on Indian Affairs;

‘That s0 much thereof as refers to “ Iuternal Improvements,” be
referred to the Standing Committee on that subject; ’

That so much thereof as refers to ¢ Charters,” be referred to the -

Comnmittee on Corporations ;

That so much thereof as refers to « Taxation,” be referred to the
Standing Commiltee on Taxation and Revenue; -

That so much thereof as refers to * Criminal Prosecutions,” bere-
ferred to the Standing Committee on the Judiciary ;

That so much thereof as refers to  Retailers’ License,” be refer-

red to the Standing Committee on the State of the Commonwaalth ;-
Also, so much thereof as refers to the subject of the  Cession of

West Florida,” be referred to the same Committee Ha
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That 50 much thereof as refers to “ State Library,” be referred to
the Standing Committee on the Judiciary ;

‘That so much thereof as refers to the subject of “ Census and Ap.
portionment,” be referred to the Standing Committee on the State of
the Commonwealth ;

That so much thereof as refers to *“ Amendments of the Constitu-
tion,” be referred to the Standing Committes on that subject ;

That so much thereof as refers to “ Federal Relations,” be refer-
red to the Standing Committee on that subject;

Which motion was earried. ]

Mr. Hawes gave notice that on some fature day he would ask

.leave to intruduce a Bill, eniitled an act grauting a charter to the

Pilatka and Micanopy Plank Road Company.

Mr. Myrick gave notice that he will at some future day introduce
a Bill for the Relief of John B. Anderson, of Jackson County.

Mr. Long asked that the rule be waived and that he be allowed to
introduce a Bill without p evious notice, entitled an act to empow-
er John Richard Bradford, a minor to assume the management of
bis owa estate, which was granted, and said bill was 1ead the first
time and ordered for a second reading on to-morrow.

Mr. Tracy presented the petition and evidence in the case of the
contested election between William J. J. Duncan and Henry J.
Stewart, Senator from the twelfth Senatorial District, and moved
that the same be referred to a Seleet Committee of three members.

Upen the adoption of said motion, the yeas and nays were called
by Messrs. Hopkins and Myrick.

The vote was as follows:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Eppes, Gillis, Hopking, Myrick,
Smith and Tracey—7.

Nays—Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Filor, Hawes and Long—6.

So said motion was adopted ;

And Messrs. Tracey, Brinson and Hawes appointed said Com-
mittee.

The following message was received from the House of Repre-

sentatives :

House or REPREERENTATIVES,
November 29, 1854. 2
Hon. President of the Senale :

Sir:—Messrs. Pope, Speer and Dell have been appointed a Com-
mittee on the part of the House, to act with a similar Commitiee on
the part of the Senate for the purpose of drafting Joint Rules for the
regulation of both Houses of the General Assembly during the pres.
ent session.

Respectfully,
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Clerk Ho. Reps.
Mr. Long moved that the President appoint a Committee of thres
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members to act with a similar Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives for the purpose of drafting Rules for the goveinment of
both Houses of the Genexal Assembly.

Said motion was sustained, and Messvs Long, Bird and Eppes
appointed said Committee.

t nI motion, the Senate adjourned until to morrow, 10 o’clock
A. M.

THURSDAY, November 30, 1854

The Seiate met pursuant to adjournment. A quorum being pres-

ent, the proceedings of yesterday were read, eorrected and apppro- |

ved.

Mr. Smith moved that a committee of three be appointed by the
President to select a Chaplain for the Senate. )

Said motion was adopted, and Messrs. Smith, Long and Bird were
appointed said Committee.

Hon. A. W. Nicholson, Senator elect from the 1st Senatorial Dis-
trict, preseuted lis credentials and was duly sworn by Thomas J.
Eppes, a Notary Public.

Mr. Hopkins gave notice that he will on to-morrow, introduce a
hill to preveat fraudulent voting in the State. )

The Committee appointed to draft and report Rules for the gov-
ernment of the Senate daring the_present session, reported the follow-
ing, to-wit:

The committee appointed to draft and report Rules for the govern-
mept of the Senate during its present session, beg leave to report
the following, viz :

RULES OF THE SENATE.

Rute 1. The President shall take the Chair every day at the
Lour to which the Seuate shall have adjourned; shall immediately
call the members to order, and on the appearance of a quorum,
shall caase the Journal of the preceding day to be read.

Rucw 2. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to
points of nrder, in preference to othier members, rising from his seat
for that purpose ; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an
appeal to the Senate by any two members; on which appeal, no
member shall speak more than once, unless by leave of the Senate.

Rerr 8. He shall rise to put the question, but may state it sitting. ~

RuLe 4. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise inter-
rapt the basiness of the Senate, while the journals or public papers
are being read or pass between the President and any other member

who is addressing the Senate.
Ruwe 5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the
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g]hair, standing in kis place; and when he has ﬁn{she&, shall sif
own.

Rure 6. No member shall speak more than twice in any one de-
bqte on the same subject, without leave of the Senate.
. 'Rure 7. When two or more members shall rise at the same time,

. the President shall name the person entitled to proceed.

_ Rure 8. When a member. shall be called to order, he shall sit
down until the President shall determine whether he is in order or
not; and every question of order shall be decided by the President
without debate, but subject to an appeal to the Senate. o

~ Rune 9. If any member shall be . called to otder for words spo-
ken, the exceptionable words shall be immediately taken dewn in
writing, that the President may be better enabled to judge of the
matter. .

 Ruce 10. No- member shall absent himself from the service of
the Senate, without leave of the Senate; and in case a less number

~ than . a quoram shall convene, they are hereby authorized to sen

the $ergeant-ét-Arms, or any other person or persons by them au-
thorized, for any or all absent members, as the majority of such

members shall agree, atthe expense of sugh absent members regpect-

ively, unless such excuse for non-atfepdafice shall be made as the
Senate, when a quoruni is convened, shall judge sufficient.

Ruze 11. No motion shall be debated until it be seconded.

Rure 12. When a motion shall be made and seconded, it shall
be reduced to writing, if desired by the Presideu$, or any member,
dedlivered in at the table and read, before the same shall be deba:
ted. ' :

Ruie 13. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be
received, but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinite-
ly, to postpone to a day cértain, to commit or to amend; which
several motions shall have precedence in the order in which they
stand arranged; and the motion to adjourn shall always be in or:
der, unless when a member shall be engaged in addressing the Sen-
ate, or when the Senate shall be engaged in taking a vote; and the
?%tions to adjourn and to lie on the table shall be decided without

ehate.

Ruie 14. If the question in debate shall contain several poizits,‘

" any member may have the same divided. b

Roce 15. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and the longest
time shall be first put. °

Rure 16. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the
same is objected Lo by any member, itshall be determined by a vote
of the Senate, without debate.

Rone 17. When the yeas and nays shall be called for by two of
the members present, every member within the bar of the Senate,
at the time the question was put by the President, shall (unless, for,
special reasons, ;l}es be excased by the Senate) declare, openly an
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