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On motion, .
‘The Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

FRIDAY, December 22, 1854.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The Rev. Mr. Turner officiated as Chaplain.

A quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was read and
approved.

The following Bills and Resolutions which had passed the Senate,
were trapsmitted to the House, viz:

A bill to be entitled An act to amendan act to permanently fix the
Election Preeinets in Columbia County, and to repeal certain acts
therein named, approved January 8th, 1853 ;

A bill to be entitled An act to prevent white persons from gaming
with negroes or other persons of color;

A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of J. M. Landrum;

House bill to be entitled An act to authorize Oliver H. Hearn to
build a Toll Bridge across the Ocilla River ;

House bill to authorize William A. Gainer to build a Toll Bridge
aoross Bear Creek ;

Resolutions in relation to mail route from Tallahassee via Sop-
choppy to White Bluff or Picketsville ; .

Resolutions in relation to the Improvement of St. John’s Bar,

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Filor introduced a bill to be enti-
tled An act explanatory of the several acts in relation to the migra-
tion of free negroes or free persons of color into Key West ;

Said bill was placed among the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Filor, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the fol-
lowing report : ‘

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave respeetfully to re-
port the following Bills as correctly engrossed :

A bill to be entitled An actto authorize Samuel D. Howse, of Ma-
rion County, to assume the management of his own estate.

A bill to beentitled An act to remove the obstractions to the Nav-
igation of the Suwannee River.

Respectfully submitted,
JAMES FILOR,
Chairman,
D Which was read, and the Bills placed among the Orders of the
ay.

The following message was received from the House of Represen-

tatives :
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House or REPRESENTATIVES,
December 22, 1854,
Hon. President of the Senate :

Sir :—The following Bills and Resolutions have passed the
House, viz: :

Senate bill to be entitled An act to authorize the drainage of the
Alachua Savannah, without amendment;

Senate bill to be entitled An act to authorize Thomas H. Willis,
of Leon County, a minor, to assume the management of his own
estate, without amendment ;

Senate bill to be entitled An act to authorize William Webb to
establish a ferry across Escambia Bay,

With the following amendment, in which the concurrence of the
Senate is respectfully requested, viz:

Between the words “ Commissioners” and “ and ” in the seventh
line of the seecond Section, insert the words “ of Escambia County ;”

A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of John Sapp, of Madi-
son County ;

A bill to be entitled An act in relation to Pilotage at the Port of
Bayport;

Resolution requesting an order from the Secretary of War to the
Indian Agent in Florida for the delivery of a negro man belonging
to B. M. Dell, of Florida ; and

Resolution authorizing the Governor to compensate James D.
Westeott for services in the Supreme Court of the United States, and
for other purposes.

Very Respectfully,
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Clerk Ho, Reps.

‘Which was read.
The House bills were placed among the Orders of the Day, and
Senate Bills ordered to be Enrolled.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled An act to empower the County Commission-
ers of Wakulla County to levy a Tax for the purpose of building a
Court House in said County;

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to-
MOITOW.

A bill to be entitled An act to amend and revive the several Acts
in reference to re-establishing the records of the Counties of Gads-
den and Jackson ;

Was read the second time.

Mr. Eppes moved its reference to the Committee on the Judie-
ciary ;

Which was lost.
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reading on to-morrow.

. lor, Gillis, Hopkins, Myrick, Nicholson, Provence,
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On motion of Mr. Provence, the Senate resolved itself into a Com.
ttee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Provence in the Chair.
After some'time spent therein, the Committee rose, and reported
the bill back with amendments and asked to be discharged.

The report of the Committee was concurred, in and on motion of My’
Eppes said bill was laid upon the table,

House bill to be entitled An act for the reliof of William R. Hay-
awvard and others;

Was read the second time, and on motion it was referred to the
Committee on Claimsand Accounts.

A bill to he entitled An act granting the right of appeal from the
Judges and orders of the Board of County Commissioners to the
Circuijt Court ;

Was read thesecond time,

mi

and ordered to be engrossed for a third

A bill to be entitled An act to
neer and Geologist;

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading on to-morrow,

A bill to be entitled An act in
suits before Justices of the Pe

Was read the second t;
reading on to-morrow.

House resolution in relation to extra com
in the office of Comptroller of P

ublic Accounts ;
Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on
to-morrow.

House bill to be entitled An aet to organize the County of Voly.
sia ; -

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage,
the vote was :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. B
Hopkins, Myrick, Nicholson, Prov.
13.

abolish the office of State Engi.

relation to the institution of
ace in Santa Rosa County ;

ime and ordered to be engrossed for a third

pensation of the Clerk

ird, Criglar, Eppes, Filor, Gillis,
ence, Smith, Tracy and Wynn—
* Nays—Mr. Brinson—1.

So the bill passed, title as stated, :

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa.
tives.

House bill to be entitled An act
House of Hernando County ;

Was read the third time, and u
vote was :

Yeas—MTr. President, Messis. Bird, Brinson, Cri

to permanently locate the Court

pon the question of its passage the

iglar, Eppes, Fi-

Smith and Wynn
!—13-
Nays—None.
So said bill passed.
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On motion of Mr. Brinson; the title of said bill was amended tG
read as follows, viz: “a bill to be entitled An act to permanently
locate the County Site of Hernando County.”

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-
tives. ) )

wf;ouse bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Town of Quin-
7 \;’Vas read the third time, and upon the question of its passage, the

t : - -
onee::iMr. Presideni, Messrs.- Bird, Brmsqn, Cone, Criglar,
Eppes, Filor, Gillis, Hawes, Hopkins, Myrick, Nicholson, I‘racy and
Wynn—14.

Nays—None.

So the bill passed—title as stated. ‘

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives.

Axt Act of the Sixth General Assembly, to alter and amend the
Fourteenth and Twenty-third Clauses of the Third Artiele, and the
Thirteenth and Sixteenth Clauses of the Fifth Article of the Consti-
tution of this State ; . ) )

‘Was read three times as on its third reading.

On motien, a call of the Senate was ordert.ad.

On motion of Mr. Myrick, further proceedings under the call were
dispensed with, and leave given to absent Senators to record their

votes on this bill at a future day, Shot‘ﬁld they desire to do so.

Upon the question of its passage, the vote was : )

Ysle)as.—aMr(.l President, Messrs. Bird, Cone, Eppes, Filor, Hop-

ins, Myrick and Smith—8. - )
kmlsfays}:—Mess‘rs.- Brinson, Criglar, Gillis, Hawes, Long, Nicholson,

Tracy and Wynn—9. o )
Prg‘(l)elslssi B;ll \iyras lost,{mt having received a constitutional major-
ity. .-
lyOrdered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-
tlveli.ouse Resolutions asking that Tampa be made a Port of En-

s . |
Were read the second time. )
On motion of Mr. Provence, said Resolutions were amended a;
fonSOtvr‘;i; out “a Port of Entry,” in the first Resolution, and substi-
“ g Port of Collection and Inspection.”
tutf\ls: the title of the Resolutions was amended so as to r_ead, “ Res-
olutions asking that Tampa be made a Port of Collection and In-
tion.” L
spe'slgh;) 1Resolutions as amended were ordered to be read a third time
to-morrow. 3
OnHouse Resolutions authorizing the Governor to turn over sixty
Muskets and accoutrements to the Florida Independent Blues, and
others; :
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Were read the second time, and ordered to be read a third time on
fo-morrow.

House Bill to be entitled An Act in relation to Pilotage at the Port
of Bayport;

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Long, from the Judicia.
ry Committee, made the following Report:

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred so much of the
Governor’s Message as referred to the “ State Library,” having had
the same under consideration, have instructed the undersigned to
report the following hill.

The Committee accord with the sentiments of his Excellency, that
if the Library is worth anything, it is worth preservation; and the
Committee being impressed with a conviction of the importance of
economy in the expenditures of the Government, have ascertained
that the duty can be performed by the Secretary of State, without in-
terfering with his official duties, and for & much smaller compensa-
tion than would probahly be necessary to engage the services of a
competent person having no other employment requiring his presence
ahout the Capitol. The Committee have learned as a fact, and take
pleasure in wmentioning the same, that the zeal and energy of the
present Secretary of State in enlarging said Library, has been very
remarkable, and has been the means of greatly enlarging the same
within the last two years. His zeal and judgment in this respect,
point him out as particularly well qualified to take charge of the sub-
jeet in future. Respectfully submitted.

M. A. LONG,
Chairman Judiciary Committee.

Which was received and read, and the accompanying Bill placed
among the orders of the day.

The following Message was received from his Excellency the
Governor : :

Exscurive CHAMBER, )
TALLaHASSEE, December 22, 1854. §
Hon. H. V. SxeLL, :
President of the Senate :

Sir :—1I have the honor now to transmit the report made to me b

the Board of Internal Improvement, accompanied by a hill which they
repared, designed to carry into execution the system which they
Eave recommended.

It will be seen that the system recommended embraces every sec-
tion of the State, and is one on which it is believed every interest can
harmonize. The provision made for securing the construction of the
work, although not exaetly that recommended in my annual mes-
sage, is perhaps better, and may prove more certain to secure the ob-
ject desired. 'The importance of the work contemplated, the great
lahor bestowed on the subject by the Board, and the ability with
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which they have enforced their views and recommendations, will
doubtless secure for their action the careful consideration of the Gen-
eral Assembly. Respectfully,

JAMES E. BROOME

REPORT OF THE BOARD.

The Board of Internal Improvement beg leave respectfully to re-
port, that in obedience to the call of the State Engineer, they assem-
bled at ‘Tallahassee on the 4th day of December.

Many of the topics brought under consideration, and which did not
seem to call for legislative interference, they have acted upon by res-
olutions, containing the suggestions of the Board, addressed, through
the President of the Board, to the various Officers or Departments
charged by law with the respective subjects. Among these, are re-
commendations regarding steps for a more speedy confirmation of
Swamp selections; for a classification of these selections, in lists de-
scriptive of the several characters and grade of land and growth; for
an application of the appropriations made by Congress for improving
St. Johns River, under directions of the Governor of this State ; for
the extension of the reconnoisance lately begun by the State Engi-
neer West of the Apalachicela River; and for areconnoisance of the
Haulover between Matanzas and Halifax Rivers.

The subject which chiefly employed the attention of the Board,
referred to a general system of improvements for the State, which,
while developing into prosperous growth its great natural resources,
and giving fair opportunity to every section to bring into activity its
peculiar advantages, would draw together in closer union and frater-
nity the extremes of the State; and in accomplishing this, the Board
has still kept in view the duty to make, as nearly as possible, equal
distribution to every part, of the aids which can be rendered from the
generdl fund.

There is no portion of the Union more advantageously located, by
geographical position, for profitable investment in Railroad enterprises,
than Florida; nor is there one upon the development and population
of which such improvements would tell with a more sensible effect.
Our climate is unequalled in the Union for its moderate and equable
temperature and general healthfulness. Every portion of our soil is
suited to some industry, productive of wealth; extensive forests,
abounding in valuable woods; unlimited natural pasturage, capahle
of supporting numerous herds of caitle and horses, thronghout all the
seasons, without the aid of the agriculturist; and extensive belts of
agricultural lands, of fertile and durable quality, bearing, in large
comparative yield, the richest staples—Upland and Sea Island Cot-
tons, Sugar, and fruits of all the latitudes. We have an extensive
sea-coast, abounding with valuable fisheries, and indented with the
Hnest commercial hasrbors which the South affords, both Atlantic and
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"Gulf. Yet, with all these blessings from nature, our progress and

development has been very tardy.

This suspension of growth has been owing only to our failure in a-
vailing ourselves, with due diligence, of another and marked natural ad-
vantage—that of our geographical position. With one shore upon the
broad Atltantic, confronting the great marts of distribution and eonsump-
tion for Southern and Western staples, and on the other the greatest ba-
sin of commercial supply which the globe presents; these two seas di-
vided by an interval so narrow, compared with the States North of us,
that we may claim to hold from nature the key of connection between
them ; with one of the finestharhors of the Atlantic upon one side, and
with a series of noble bays and harbors upon the Gulf, each more or less
convenient to one or other important stream of trade or iravel; we
have only to open suitable avenues of connection to draw through the
State the greatest tide of commereial intercourse the werld has ever
seen, and to bring our State into the relation of a center to the social
and commercial connection of a large portion of the Union ; render-
ing it thus an inviting field for the enterprising of all classes—agricul-
tural, commereial and mechanic.

That the avenues necessary to this purpose have not heretofore
been opened, has been owing to the limited resources of cash eapi-
tal at the command of our people, and the inability of the State to
contribute to their construction. The time has come now when, in
the opinion of the Board, itisin our power to stimulate an early con-
struction of the necessary works, and we owe it to ourselves to put
the State at once upon its career of progress.

The means at the disposal of the State consist of 500,000 acres of
land, selected at an early date, in bodies of 320 acres, and their pro-
ceeds; aud an amount of Swamp Lauds, likely to reach the quanti-
ty of 10,000,000 of acres. A portion of the lands of the last de-
seription are not of present value, but other portions will have.large
value for agricultural purposes and for lumber and naval storves, when
penetrated by railroads, or reduced to agricultural adaptation by
drainage. .

Woe have thought it best to recoinmend the concentration of these
means upon a system of improvement having reference to the wants
of general commerce as well as local necessity; for the growth of
the State in population and wealth being thus most rapidly develop-
ed, the means necessary for local connections and improvements
would very soon be produced.

The system we recommend for aid consists of a Railroad between
the waters of Escambia Bay and the St. John’s River at Jackson-
ville, with an extension from suitable points on the line, to the waters
of St. Andrew’s Bay in West Elorida, and the St. Mark’s River in
Middle Florida; and from Amelia Island, on the Atlantic, to the
waters of Tampa Bay in South Florida, with an extension to Cedar
Key in East Florida; and to connect the country east of the St.

John’s with the system, and thus to comprehend that section more
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Gilyin its benefits, we recommend also the construetion of a Canal to
connect Indian River with the St. John’s,

These improvements, with roads frem Macon in the direction of
Cedar Key and from Montgomery to Pensacola, and to some other
more eastern point of our system, will complete all the desirable
lines for a prosperous system.

It will be found by reference to the map, that every County in the
State will be more or less within convenient reach of the system of
roads. So far as the State may afford aid for these improvements,
the benefits will have been as equally dispensed to the different sec-
tions as would he easily practicable ; and to each section of the
State is afforded an opportunity to develop the growth of a harbor
of commerce within its own limits.

In adopting a system, it was necessary to ascertain if we posses.
sed within our own borders, suitable harbors, upon the two seas, for
the accommodation of the commerce which would pass over our
roads ; for otherwise, it would be necessary to point our improve-
ments to suitable connexions with the system of our neighboring
States.

Upon the Atlantic we possess the harbor of Fernandina. This is
proved, by the Hydrographical Surveys made under authority of the
United States” Government, to be one of the finest harbors for the
purposes of commerce which is to be found South of the Chesapeake

Bay. The harbor is perfectly and closely land-locked, with an av- -

erage depth of 35 to 40 feet, entirely without shoals, an anchorage
with good holding ground extensive enough for the largest pos-
sible commerce, and having a frontage of over two miles, along the
whole extent of which Wharves ot 20 to 50 feet will reach a depth
of 25 to 35 feet of water. It is on a Sea Island, and thus secure of
health; being very similar in its climate to that of St. Augustine.—
The depth upon the bar is thus given in a late report of the Topo-
graphical Engineer bureau to Congress, viz: “The bar of this river
affords 134 feet at the lowest water, and from 20 to 22 feet during
Spring tides.”

To show the sufficiency of this harbor for all the purposes of do-
mestic and foreign trade, it will be found by a reference to Lloyd’s
list for the year 1853, that there are only thirty-three vessels out of
ten thousand four hundred and thirty recorded in that office, that
draw twenty feet or more. The following is a list of these thirty-
three vessels, showing their burden and draft :

5 Vessels are 600 tons burden and draw 20 feet
14 “« « 700 <« 113 113 113 20 3

6 ‘_‘ 11 800 < . 49 Y3 (13 20 {4

i % LO s T4 T I « « 13 aQ  «

2 6 ¢ 1000 113 [ 13 [14 20 ) 13

4 (13 € 700 [{3 (44 (13 (11 21 ({2

1 113 < 800 [ 111 €< 11 22 13

As compared with the neighboring harbors of Savannah and
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Charleston, the harbor of Fernandina is much superior. At Charles-
ton, the depth on the main ship channel does not exceed ten and =
half feet, at low water; and at Savannah vessels cannot reach the
eity with more than eight feet draft at low water. Vessels drawing
17 feet can receive cargoes 12 miles or more below the city, from
lighters, and proceed to sea at high water, but this mode of conduc-
ting commerce is attended with great inconvenience and expense.—
Neither of these ports have a frontage at all comparable to Fernan-
dina. From Fenandina vessels drawing twenty feet can load at the
wharf, and proceed to sea with any wind and without towage, for
the wharves are not more than three miles distant from the open sea.

Besides this, we believe that Coal, a necessary element in the sup-
porting means of an extensive commerce, can be delivered at any of
our ports from the mines, for a cost not exceeding that at any other
Southern sea-port.

Upon the Gulf side, we have the noble bays of Pensacola, St. An-
drews, and Tampa; besides many others of sufficient capacity for
the accommodation of any amount of Gulf trade.

We have felt justified, therefore, in resting our system upon ports
located within our own limits.

The next point to which the attention of the Board was directed,
concerned the ability of the system to maintain itself. )

Throwing out of view the large local support which the roads will
derive from the domestic productions and commerce of the State,
we propose to regard them in their relation to the general needs of
commerce in the transport of persons and commodities.

1. In respect to travel. The destination of the streams of travel be-
tween the Atlantic and Gulfl of Mexico is to Cuba, to ‘the Pacific
over the various erossings of the Isthmus, to Texas, to New Orleans,
Mobile and Apalachicola, the three leading American ports on the
Gulf. The crossings to the Pacific, are made and to be made at
Chagres, at Honduras, and at Tehuantepec. It is capable of dem-
onstration that the most comfortable and cheapest transport, and in
nearly every material instance, the shortest and guickest, from the
Atlantic to either of these points—Cuba, Chagres, Honduras, Tehu-
antepec, Texas, or the Northern Gulf ports, can be made through
Florida, using one or other of the ports on the Gulf reached by our
system, for debarkation, according to the point of destination. So
of course, with the returning tides to the Atlantic. )

2. In respect to trade. The Gulf of Mexico is 2 common basin
or expansion forming, through its tributary rivers, and its connections,
the natural receptacle for the produets of the largest area of produ-
cing country that is to be found anywhere in the same space upon
the globe. The population which is to occupy the Valleys of the
upper and lower Mississippi, ot the Obio, of the Amazon al_ld its trib-
utaries, and the surface of Texas, Mexico, Central Amer.lc_a, Cupa
and the other West Indies, must, in process of time, reachinconceiv-
able numbers, producing an amount of annual wealth beyond any-
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thing heretofore known ; most of which must pour into this com-
mon basin.

When to this is added the vast productions of the Pacific Coun-
tries, which, by Canal or roads, must seek the Atlantic through the
same basin, there is no appreciating the value of the commerce
which it will supply. For alarge part of this commerce—much more
of it than our system can accommodate—the transit through Flori-
da will be more convenient and more cheap, than by sea, or over any
land line outside of our limits. ’

It is an undoubted truth that commerce will settle itself in those
channels which offer the cheapest, and at the same time, quickest
transport, other considerations affecting commercial value being
cqual. Tried by this test, it is certain that a great and enriching
portion of the vast trade with the Gulf of Mexico must pass over our
lines. The Board do not wish to swell their report, by entering upon
detailed comparisons with other water and land routes, but they are
satisfied that the position they assume will bear the most rigid seru-
tiny.

No inconsiderable circumstance in determining the advantage of

“our routes for conducting the business of the Gulf basin is, that none

of the points at which the produce now collects are suited for a
large foreign commerce. Galveston admits less than 12 feet, the
Mississippi only about 13 feet, and not more than 10 feet can be car-
ried to Mobile at high water.

The difficulty of eonducling foreign commerce from New Orleans,
may be illustrated by the facts stated in a memorial to Congress by
the Chamber of Commerce a few years since. Itis therein stated
that “ within the last few weeksnearly forty shipshave been aground
on the bar, for various periods, from two days 1o eight weeks, some
of which were comwpelled to throw portions of their cargoes over-
board, and others to discharge cargo into lighters before they could
be got through the Chaunuel, occasioning heavy expense to 'the
goods, and great straining and injury, besides involving pecuniary
losses which caunnot be estimated at less than $500,000.”

At the time of the grounding of the steamer Georgia, Capt. Por-
ter, U. 8. N., prepared a draft “representing the appearance of the
bar of the Mississippi River, May 16, 1852,” which was published
by order of the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans. The ex-
planation printed with the draft stated as follows:

VESSELS ON NEW ORLEANS BAR.

Tons. Bales Cotton.  Value. Detained.
Middlesex, 1430 4500 $160,000 40 days.
Desdemona, 625 2200 80,000 35 «
Winchester, 1475 5800 205,000 83 «
Progress, 1400 4300 105,000 45 «
Goodwin, 600 800 60,000 8 «
Montrenil, 600 2000 70,000 7«
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Tons. Bales Collon.  Value, Detained.
Brought forward, - - $725,000
Liberty, 740 2000 70,000 5 days.
AStr. Georgia, 2500
Total Cargocs, - - - - $795,000
Value of Vessels, . - - 705,000

Or aggregate value of property detained $1,500,000

It is added in a note to the ahove table that *““many other vessels
than those above were aground at the same time, awaiting a swell
from South-easterly gales.”

Nor is Mobile better circumstanced for heavy commerce. Ina
memorial from the mayor and citizens of Mobile, lately presented to
Congress, it is stated that vessels of heavy draft have to lie 28 miles
below the city and are loaded and discharged there, by means of
lighters. This charge of lighterage only is shown to have amoun-
ted to $227,000 on the commerce of the previous season. Thisis
not the greatest loss. The memorial enters into a calculation to
show the damages done goods and produce by the necessary tran-
shipments, and concludes that cotton at Mohile is injured to the a-
mount of one eighth per cent per pound in comparison with shipents
to New Orleans, which, on the erop of the previous year, made a loss
of $167,230,—which added to the lighterage, makes an aggregate
loss on foreign commerce from this cause of $394,628. The injury
to domestic trade is put at $107,791 more, thus swelling the annual
injury in conducting commerce at Motile, from deficiency of harbor,
to $502,599 ; a sum sufficient to have transferred the cotton shipped
from Mobile, frotn her wharf, to Fernandina.

Besides which, the interruption of business by a climactic mortali-
ty at Mobile and New Orleans, from which Fernandina would be
exempt, must more or less affect the cost of facio. age, freight and
fucilities of business.

The effect of our improvements will be, practically, to furmsh the
Gult with a good Atlantic port by an extended wharf, and it is not
doubted, that in progress of timie, the Gulf ports will find their inter-
est in a common resort to Fernandina as their seaport for foreign
trade.

The Board then feel warranted in the belief that the system pro-
posed is capable of sustaining itself profitably.

The next subject which occupied their attention, related to the
mode in which aid should be given to these works. ]

After considering the several modes in which aid had been
given by other States, and the various forms in which our Ilands
might be made available for the purpose, we concluded to ve-
commend that companies constructing these lines, he authorized to
dissue bonds to the extent of ten thousand ($10,000) dollars per mile,
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the interest on which might be guarantied by alien upon the Tuternal:
Imprévement fund, upon the condition that the bonds should pass
ouly in payment for iron, and equipment, after the road bed and
wooden superstructure was prepared for the iron: the whole debt
thos ereated constituting a first lien upon the Road.

Wo have proposed to throw around the State fand every possible:
security consistent with the efliciency of the plan, and have recom-
mended conditions on the part of the Companies, which will give to:
the State the most ample assurance that the Roads will subserve the
general public utility.

In considering the subject, various modes came under review.—
Whatever practicable aid was necessary to insure the construction of
the Roads, a wise policy would justify ; for the rapid enhancement
of the general wealth and population certain to follow their construe-
tion, would be ample recompense for the surrender of the whole fund..
A single bridge is being built at Montreak at a greater cost (to-wit :
seven millions of dollars,) than the whole amount of our aid, for the
sole purpose of making unbroken connection with the Lales—
But we were desirous, if possible, of saving to the State the fund,.
for foture public vse, if a sufficient stimulus to the construction of the-
Roads could be afforded without parting with it.

1. A gratoity or bonus of the lands to the Companies.

This mode of aid has not heen unusual.

New York granted as a bonus or gift from the State, $3,000,000
to the Erie R. R. Co.

Mississippi, by legislative act, granted to a Company by way of
bonus, a Railroad completed fromr Jackson to Brandon, (144 miles,):
with the cars, locomotives, fixtures, depots, town lots, &e., attached
to the road, sixty choice and picked negroes, the two per cent. fand
then on hand, being about $12,000; and that which might afterwards.
be received, to induce an extension of the road to the Alabama
line.

"Texas made a direct grant of nearly twelve millions of acres of

land to the Pacific R. R. Co.

Hlinois gave as a bonus to the Central R. R. Co., works upon
which the State had expended two millions of dollars.

The State of Maryland made a bonus of $1,000,000, and the City
of Baltimore, a further bonus of $850,000 to the Baltimore and Sus--
quehanna R. R. Co., as an inducement to agree to a consolidation-
into the Northern Central R. R. of Maryland, “ for the better busi-
ness advantages of Baltimore.”

Even private companies make such aids in pursuing their own in-
terest.

The Michigan Central R. R. Co. offered a bonus of two hundred'
thousand dollars to the Carada R. R. Co: if they would complete
their road at a certain time.

Not deening this mode of zid necessary, the Board did not adop¥
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it. This, however, may be an appropriate place to say that they re-
commend the grant of alternate sections where the Roads pass
through State Lands, to the extent usually granted by Congress, and
with such limitations as will prevent any title passing until the Roads
are made.

"The principle upon which this rests is of consideration for benefit
rendered to the general value of the State Lands, by the enterprize
and hazards of private 1nvestment.

The State Fund will be more than recompensed by the making of
the Roads, if this grant should help to induce their construction.
Whatever increases the general prosperity, and opens new avenues of
industry, enhances the general value of property ; but Roads have,
besides, a direct and powerful influence upon the value of real es-
tate.

In 1841, when Boston commenced her Railroad enterprises, the
total assessment of property value in that city was ninety-eight mil-
lions, one hundred and six thousand, six hundred dollars. In 1850,
when the Railroads were in operation, it was two hundred and sixty
millions, six hundred and forty-six thousand, eight hundred and forty-
four dollars; and this was produced by Roadsthe total cost of which
was thirty millions, two hundred and forty-four thousand, nine hun-
dred and twenty-six dollars.

In Mobile, the assessed value of property rose five millions in one
year, after the Mobile and Ohio Road was commenced.

In New York City, in the period of five years, from 1845 to 1850,
the value of real estate fell from two hundred and fifty-one millions
to two hundred and forty-nine millions. Since then, the Erie Rail-
road has been completed, and the assessed value of real estate for
1853, showed an increase of sixty-two millions over the assessment of
the previous year, or above seventeen per cent. The ratio of increase
in real and personal property was about equal.

In Louisville, in 1848, the value of property was a little over four-
teen millions. During that year, she commenced a system of Roads.
In 1853, (five years after,) the assessed value of property had risen
to thirty millions.

In the last annual report of the Pacific Railroad Company in Mis-
souri, they say:

« Jt seems here a proper place to observe that, in its effects upoun
the price of lands adjacent to the line, the Railroad is accomplishing
quite as much as was ever predicted or promised. The value has
been at least trebled. Lands which recently were held at one
dollar and fifty cents, are now held at ten dollars per acre. Those
which were held at thirty dollars, have been sold at one hundred dol-
Jars. Those which were but lately bought for three hundred dollars,
have been sold for one thousand dollars. There can hardly be a
doubt that the enhanced value of lands through the distriet of coun-
try in which our Road is laid, already considerably exceeds the esti-

i

tated costs of the work, as far as located. Another perceptible efs
feet is a renewed spirit of industry and enterprise, and the developi
opment of our resources. In the interlor, it has attracted new sets
tlers, and occasioned the entry of large quantities of public land.”

An instance is lately stated in the United States Economist, as be-
ing within the knowledge of the editor, of a person who invested his
earnings for some time in land, in Illinois, which he offered in the
end for twenty thousand dollars, but without success. The Central
Railroad passed through it, and hie was hesitating at an offer of one
hundred and twenty thbusand dellars. .

These ate a few instances, out of gimilar thoisands, in illustration
of the effects of Railrbads updn the value 6f lands in their vicinity.
~ The Board, therefore, thought that the enhanced value to the fund,
by the construction bf these Roads, would well justify the contribu-
tion proposed under this head; and it may be well to reserve to the
State the power to do the same in the case of future ¢harters, not
falling within the system now propased. .

2. By subscription to the Stock of the Compahies: L
. This was deemed unadvisable, for various reasons. To place thé
State and individual stogkholders upon a just equality, it would be
necessary to pay for the Stock in cash, and It was not believed a
sufficient amount of cash capital could be derived from the lands to
dfford any useful aid t5 the Companies at present. Besides this, if
the ultimate avails of the land should prove” ihadeqiiate to cover the
amount of Bonds issued to raise the cash for subseription; the State,
ander the inhibitions of the Constitution, would have no means nor
resources from which to supply the deficiency, and would thus be ex:
posed to damage of repute. It was also i cause of objection, that if the
State were able to subscribe enoughto afford effective aid, she would
necessarily acquire a large share in the direction and management of,
the work, and such connection of pelitical agencies with works of
this nature, has heretofore proved $o objettionable as to eripple their,
credit. The wastefulness of political agencies in the management of
piblic works, is very strongly exhibited by a table of recelpts and
expenditures on the public works in Pennsylvania, eompared for
a series of years: 'The table was presented by a member of the Le-
gislature of that State, at its last session, and shows how expendilures
grow under political management : :

Receipis. Expenditures:
1846. . cve s aaeB,084,810i 0 ccveaiine +.$499,970
1847 iveicoaenone 123042200 0ccceacive. 532,728
1848, v ciivnennsas 118424500 eieeiiesn. 793,308
1849, cvsevecasian 1238720000 cihecnnsnn 730,528
1850.ciieccsenses 1,345,501 000ecnacsnice 839,418

1,234,062, s e vuennssi 894,451
1452417 e eenenainei. 1,036,497
1,308,541 e aonvocasecsl,158,104

1852 ceccececns.
1853..cveeccacsn
238
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3. By loan of credit, or what is tantamount, guarantee of the
bonds of the Company.

This is the most usual mode of aid, by States, to Companies un-
dertaking important public works,

In Tennessee, the State loans the bends of the State to the amount
of ten thousand dollars for every mile of road graded by private sub-
scription, and one hundred thousand dolla.s additionat for every im-
portant bridge.

In Missouri, the State honds were loaned to Companies at a sin-
gle session to the amount of eight millions and = half of doliars.

In Virginia, at a single session, (1850-1,) the State guaranteed
bonds of Rail Read Companies of a million doliars, besides large:
similar aids before and since. In the case of a single Company, she
lwials1 made loans and guarantees exceeding three and a half miflions of
dollars,

In Maryland, the State loaned its credit to Railroad Cempanies to
an amount exceeding five millions of doHars,

North Carolina has endersed the bonds of the Wilmington and
Raleigh Company and others to a large amount—nearly a million i
one case, (the Raleigh and Gaston R. R.)

South Carolina guaranteed the bonds of the' Blue Ridge Compa-
ny for a million and a quarter of dollars.

Massachusetts aided the Western Railroad Cempany to the
amount of four millions of doHars ; and for the Hoosac Tunnel, cost-
ing three millions, guaranteed bonds for two millions of doHars.

Cities even, and private companies, do the same for the stimulating
of such works.

The city of Portland, in Majne, with a population at the time not.
reaching twenty thousand, loaned the credit of the city to a Railroad
Company eonnecting with Montreal for one and ahalf million of dol-

lars.

Various towns in Maine loaned their credit to the Kennebec and
Portland R. R. Co., to the amount of near a million of doHars.

Cincinnati, in Ohio, loaned the eredit of the city to various Com-
panies on one day to the amount of a miltion. She also loaned her
credit to the St. Louis and Cincinnati Railroad Cempany for six hun-
dred thousand dolfars.

Baltimore lately endorsed the bonds of the Baltimore and Ohio
Hailroad Company for five million of dollars.

The same city also endorsed the bonds of the Connellsville R. R.
Company for the amount of a million of Dollars. She also loaned
her bonds to the North-western Radroad €ompany, (in Virginia,) for
one million and & half of doltars, and the Baltimore and Ohio R. R.
Co. loaned its credit by guaranteeing bonds for the same Company
for one million of dollars.

The city of Knoxville, in Tennessee, guaranteed bonds of the East
"Fennessee and Virginia Railroad to a considerable amount.

This form presents a better mode of aid from the State Lands, be-
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cause it makes the road intervene between the ereditor and the fimd,
and affords a larger basis for aid than the mode of subscription.

But the Board settled finally upon a mode of aid forming a modi-
fication of the last mentioned, and affording a larger basis for aid to
the Companies, namely :

4. A guarantee of only the interest of the bonds, and a requive-
ment from the Cempany to deposite with the Trustees of the [nternal
Imprevement Fuand, annunally, a sufficient amount to comjos
ing fund, that will cover the principal of the honds ai matu A
semi-annual payment of half of one per cent. will do this in the case
of thirty-five year bonds at seven per cent.

To aceomplish this purpose, it is recommended that ths lan
vested in a Beard of Trustees, consisting of the Governor, Campitrol.
ter, 'Treasurer and Attorney General, and shall compose a proparty,
to be called the Internal Improvement Fund. That this Board take
in charge the care of the lands, affix prices, make sales, adojd sulia-
ble plans for drainage without encroaching upon the cach {ruds, in-
vest the proceeds of the lands in safe and proper secwics, invest
also the sinking fund, direct the payment of interest as it falls due,
and perform such other duties as may he proper to be committed to
them.

When twenty miles of road on any part of the routes indicaied
has been graded, and the cross ties prepared and delivered on the
ground, it is recommended that the Cempany be authorized to issue
coupon bonds renning thirty five years, and bearing an interest not
exceeding seven per cent., to the amount of ten thousand dollars per
mile, in payment for iron and equipment, and not to * be valid if ap-
plied to any other use; and that the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund be authorized to certify upon said bend that the
interest will be paid as due, out of the funds in their trust, if not pro-

vided for by the Company, and when the iron has been laid on the

first twenty miles, and a forther length of ten miles has been graded,
and the cross ties delivered, a further issue of bonds in same ratio
to be made, and so en in successive Sections of ten miles.

To ensure the due attention of the Cempany to the payment of
the interest, it should be made the duty of the President and Board
of Directors, under snitable penalties, to present a sworn statement
every six months of the gross receipts of the part of the road com-
pleted, and the expenses of working and maintaining it, and to pay
into the Treasury of the State, suhject te the order of the Yrustees,
the amount of interest payable upon the bends issued, if the net re-
ceipts will pay the said interest, besides dividing six per cent. among
the Stockholders, upon the amount paid in by them. But if the net
receipts do not amount to so much, then the Company should be re-
quired to pay in fifty per cent., or one half of the net earnings, the
remainder fo be divided among the Stockholders. This arrangement
is made to encourage Stock subscriptions, by enabling persons of
limited estate to take and hold Stock, as well as to favor the Couu-
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ties in the subscriptions hereafter recommended to be authorized.~
In case the Internal Improvement Fund should he required to pa);.-
for.any deficiency of interest, the Company should be required to
deliver to the Trustees stock in the Road to an equal amount. '
To guard the fund from being called upon to pay interest before,
the iron is laid, the Company should bg required to deposit the first
semi-annual instalment of interest af the time of receiving the bonds,
and should be obligated to lay the iron upon the sections for which
t;he bonds are issued within the current six months,
. Toguard the Internal Improvement Fund from loss, the bonds so
issued should constitute a first lien upen the road, equipment, depots-
warehpusesg workshops and franchise, with sujtable provisions for
enforcing the lien in case of default. : ‘ o
Tp render the roads of certain usefulness to the State, the leading
particulars in their construction should be specified, ensuring first,
class roads; and a uniform guage and arrangement for through-
trains, should he required. ' T e
It will be perceived that under the system proposed there can be
no probzlﬂéle ultimz;.t:,ebloss to trhe fund ; for the roads and apf)urtenan-‘
ces would certainly be worth the ¢ ] ir i .
vided for them. Inly orth the cost of the iron and equipment pro-
Nor would the fund be long inactive if the roads proved profita-
ble ; for if the roads were able to pay the sinking fund instalment
and the interest upon the bonds, by investing the sinking and Inter-
nal Improvement Funds, with their accumulating interest, in the gua-
ranteed bonds, it would not be very long before ‘the fund would be
under control of the State. 'T'o expedite this result, it might be pro-
Y1ded, that after a road shall, for five consecutive years,’pay the sink-
ing .fund instalment, the interest upon its bonded debt, and a dividend
of six per cent, to the Stockholders, the State should be at l-ibérty to.
apply the aceruing interest of the Internal Improvement Fund to
other objects, so long as the roads continue o make, the same in-
come. '
) As a further guard to the interest whigh the Stage fand will have
inthe success of the roads, and as well to maintain their proﬁtﬂbleness\
as to make fully tributary to our development the advantageous geo-
graphical position of the State, it is recommended that an enactment
be made which will secure these routes from the danger of rival
lines, by which the trade properly tending towards them might be
drawn off.  While it would not become us to refyse to commerce a
transit through our limits, it is still allowable, in due regard to the
best interests of the State, to secure, as far as may he consistent,
with the general interests and rights of trade, the benefit of onr posi-

tlon to the advantage of our own people. Our neighboring State of-

Georgia has laid down, at the last session of her Legislature, the
rule of her government upon this point, in the following words :
¢ There is nothing (says her Committec) illiberal or selfish in the de-'
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termination of Geargia to seize upon those gifts of nature and &
bounteous Providence, which seem to have been so exclusively her
own, and by their proper and judicious use to secure for her own
people the greatest possible advantage. Such determination is in na
wise incompatible with her political or social relations to other
States or their inhahitants,” and they quote approvingly the remark
of Governor Bigler of Pennsylvania, in his last Message to the Le-
gislature, that ¢ where no principle of commerce is violated, i is the
right and duty of the State to turn her natural advantages to the
promotion of the views and welfare of the State.”” Without examin.
ing into the bearing of these views, we quote them as warthy to bhe
considered.

To induce gn early construction of the roads, it might be provided
that no Company should be entitled to the guaranteed bonds for any
part of their route not constructed within five years from the date of'
the Act, and the Companies undertaking should be required to com-
mence their work by grading twenty miles within two years.

It will be perceived that the bonds are allowed to bear a maxi.
mum interest of seven per cent. Of seventy-six different kinds of
Railroad bonds, issued by fifty-two different Companies, thirteen pay
an annoal interest of six per cent., fifty-five pay seven per cent., sev-
en pay eight per cent, and one pays ten per cent. Most of the
Southern and Western Railroad bonds range from seven to ten per
cent.

In further aid of the system, the Board recommend that the Coun-
ties through which the roads pass be authorized to subscribe for
Stock to an amount not exceeding one half the cost of constructing
that part of the road which lies within their limits, and that the
Towns and Cities af the terminal points, and on the route, be author-
ized to subscribe in their corporate character, without limit in a-
mount, and with the consent of the Company. Provided, however, in
both cases the subscription be sanctioned by the vote of a majority
of the legal voters in such Courties, Cities, or Towns, who may vote;
and that if bonds are issued for the subscription, the Stock shall not
be agsignable, except in exchange for the Stock Bonds, until they
are cancelled,” but shall be held as a collateral security for the dis-
charge of them. If, instead of issning Bonds, the Counties or Cities

yrefer to pay in their due instalments as called for, by immediate tax,

the holders of the tax receipts, either as original parties or by as-
signment, should be entitled to receive a share of Stock for
every hundred dollars of tax receipt.

This mode of contributing to the construction of Railroads is
practised in nearly all the States, especially in the West and South,
and has been attended with very favorable effocts.

The Railroad Convention of the Southern and Western States,
which met in New Orleans in 1852, in which were represented Lou-
jslana, Virginia, Kentucky, Tenuessee, Alabama, Florida, Missouri,
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Arkansas, Texas, and Georgia, passed unanimously the followng,
among other Resolutions :

“ Resolved, That it is the right of the people, whenever they may
“deem it proper, to subscribe through their municipal and paro-
* chial corporations for the stock of Railroads calculated to advance
“their interests, and that the Legislatures of the different States
“ ought by law to authorize their cities, parishes and counties to
;‘ mtak:a such subscriptions when desired by the respective inhabi.

ants.’

. As contrasted with subseriptions made by State loans, this plan
is infinitely preferable. It may very well happen that while the
contribution for a State loan is general throughout the State, the ap-
plication of the fund may be very partial in its benefits, and controll-
ed by prevailing influences in a manner utterly valueless to a large
portion of the tax payers. Every person who parts with a dollar
for any purpose beyond the expenses of administering government,
should have a direct equivalent. We cannot expect unanimity in
any case of taxation or appropriation ; but by County subscrip-
tion, based upori a popular vote, we are assured the investment
is not without local interest to the tax payer who is to meet the lia-
bility. The tax payers who are to answer the debt, decide the ques-
tion of undertaking the debt; and all the property which is to be en-
hanced in value by the improvement, is brought into fair and equal
contribution. It is the only means by which the lands of absen-
tees, and the unsold lands of the United States, so far as they may
become private property before the bouds sre discharged, can be
made to bear its due proportion of the burthen:

The course is clearly a just one. In a recent discussion of the
subject by a Journal devoted to Railroad matters, the subject is well
presented in the following terms :

“Every person in a community living near a Railroad, is benefitted
nearly in proportion to the amount of property he possesses. It is
just, therefore, that the benefit and burden should correspond with
each other. When a Railroad is built hy individual contribution, a
few make all the sacrifices, while the great mass reap all the bene-
fit. Now it often happens that those who are the best able to con-
tribute towards a Railroad, do the least. They have an abundance
already, and the Road is not necessary totheir abundance, or means
of comfort or pleasure. They believe the Road must and will be
built, whether they take hold or not, and that they can receive all
the advantages to be derived from it, without being compelled to make
any sacrifice, or incur any risk. The only way to make such men
contribute to an enterprise, is to tax their property by the general
voice of the community. When, therefore, an entire community are
equally benefitted by a Railroad, the most equitable mode of raising
the necessary means, is to make every person contribute according
to the extent to which he is benefitted.”
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But in the present ¢ondition of the State,the occasion for siel aids i
tnusually imperative. We have as yet but limitea accumulations of
money capital, but there is large value in landed and other property,
which is unproductive for want of the very advantages that Railroads
will afford. ‘The plan offers a means by which this inactive capital
may be developed into usefulness,

Every protection to the Counties, from being overburtheted, s
secured, by limiting the authority to works comprehended in this
system, and by confining the subscription to half the ecost of con-
struction within their respective limits.

Nor is there danger of inconsiderate action. For, by requiring
the Commissioners to levy an annual tax to meet the liability, the
voters will duly reflect before assuming a burthen which is t& bea#
at once upon their means. ‘

Nor will the benefits be unworthy the sacrifice. The increased
value of property consequent upon the improvement; will be mere
than the liability ; and the stock received in lieu will, by its dividends
and value, balance the honds and interest as soon as the work is in
useful operation. The very expense saved annually in transportation
of the exports and imports of a County, would generally he more
than the outlay for the interest of a subscription, even in cases where
the maximum subscription allowed by the Act was made.

The Board believe that the adoption of the system they recows
mend, will result in the early construction of all the roads contem-
plated by it.

With the concurrence of the Committees on Internal Improvement
of the two Houses of the General Assembly, the Board have prepared
2 Bill that will carry out the views they present, which bill has been
examined and approved by the Atitorney General, and which is re-
spectfully submitted as a part of their report.

In conclusion, we recommend that the Board, being no longer ne-
cessary, if the proposed plan is adopted, be abolished as a Board, the
State Engineer only being retained; and the Board take the oecca:
sion to express their high satisfaction with the manner in which this
officer has discharged his duties, and as his labors will he much in-
creased by the plan proposed, they doubt not that his continued useful-
ness will secure him a permanent publie favor.

DAVID L. YULEE,
JAMES T. ARCHER,
RICHARD H. LONG.
A. S. BALDWIN,
JOHN C: PELOT.

Which was read, and on motion of M. Brinson, two hundred and
fifty copies of said Message, and aceompanying Report and Bill,
were ordered to be printed.
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_ On mation of Mr. Eppes, the order to print Hie aové Tessages
‘Report and Bill was re-considered.

On motion, the rule was waived, and the President introduced a
Bill in relation to Internal Improvement, sent to the Senate by his
Excellency the Governor.

Mr. Bird moved that seventy-five copies of said Bill, and five hun-
dred copies of the Message and Report of the Board of Internal Im
provement, he printed ; ’

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Myrick
and Provence, and were:

. Yeas—Mur. President, Messrs. Bird, Cone, Filor, Hawes, Long and
Provence—17. :

Nays—Messrs. Brinson, Eppes, Gillis, Hopkins, Myrick, - Nichol:
son, Smith, Tracy and Wynn—9.

So said motion was lost.

Mr. Brinson moved that seventy.five copies of said Bill, and twg
hundred and fifty copies of the Message and Report of the Board of
Internal Improvement, be printed ;

Upon which the yeas and nays were ealled for by Messrs, Myrick
and Provence, and were :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Eppes, Filor;
Hawes, Hopkins, Long, Nicholson, Provence, Smith, Tracy and
Wynn—14. :

Nays—Messrs. Gillis and Myriek=—2.

So said motion was adopted.

My. Provence moved that a Committee of three be appointed to
contract with a printer for printing the ahove order;

‘Which motion was lost.

House Bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of John Sapp, of
Madison County ;

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow. .

House Resolution requesting an order from the Secretary of War,
to the Indian Agent in Florida, for the delivery of a negro man be.
longing to B. M. Dell, of Florida;

‘Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on
to-morrow.

House Resolution authorizing the Governor to compensate James
D. Westcott for services in the Supreme Court of the United States,
and for other purposes;

‘Wasread the first time ,the rule waived, read the second time, and
on motion referred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

House amendment to Senate hill entitled An act to authorize Wil-
liam Webb to establish a Ferry across Escambia Bay ;

Was read and concurred in by the Senate.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-
tives.
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Engrossed bill to be entitled An act to authorize Samuel D. Howse
of Marion County, to assume the management of his own estate ;

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage, the
vote was : o »

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, Bird, Cone, Eppes, Filor, Gillis,
Long, Myrick, Nicholson and Tracy—10.

Nays—Messrs, Brinson, Hawes, Hopkins, Provence and Smith
—5. v

So said bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-
tives.

Engrossed bill to be entitled An act to remove the obstructions te
the navigation of the Suwannee River;

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the
vote was:

Yeas—MTr. President, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Cone, Eppes, Filor,
Hawes, Hopkins, Long, Myrick, Provence, Smith, Tracy and Wynn
—14.

Nays—Mr. Gillis—1.

So said bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives,

A bill to be entitled An act explanafory of the several acts in re.
lation to the migration of negroes or free persons of color into Key
West ;

Wasread the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-
morrow.

A hill to be entitled An aet to create a State Lijbrarian ;

‘Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to-
morrow.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10
o’clock, .

SATURDAY, December 23, 1854.

The Senate met pursuant to adjowrnment,

The Rev. Mr. Turner officiated as Chaplain.

On motion, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The concurrence of the Senate in House amendment to Senate
Bill entitled, An Aect to authorize William Webb to establish a Ferry
across the Escambia Bay ;

Was transmitted to the House of Representatives,

The following Bills which had passed the Senate, were transmit.
ted to the House of Representatives, viz:

A Bill to be entitled, An Act to authorize Samuel D. Howse, of
Marion County, to assume the management of his own estate;

&b




