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AGCOMANYING.THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGL

CO)MPROLLE R'S REPORTS FOR 1849 AND 1850. '~,

COMTROLLER'S OFIICL
T.' LLAIhASSBE, 28Trn JANUARY, l8oO. I

HCs Exedet 71'norfAs BRowN\, Governor, 41c.,F
DEAR SIR I have the honor to reportL that the receipts inti

th drasur frmalsuCrs for the fiscal year end( ing on fie "I!

October!,1849, were, 11l

WYThe amiouiit of Warr.it, daw upon the Ttreasury-

foi thie same period, we' e as. follows
4On Continigent Funid,, 4,392 40

4'' Expenses 4tht ,ne d\ ial~y; 16,552, 8:

A' ' ~Crimnanl prosecutions, &C., 78909 .78 

Miscelhaned'us items, snuh is Priltilig -

Lnatking Cenbus ofeiulnidrn
Iat'' law of 484, T~axes reftwideJ Mex--. -I

can War &c3 &c C3,567919

Ir oal. Warat $88979
rhminon ofCeks Certificntes for

of Ju i ov ad State Witness ,- 

es tAken up at the -Tveasuiry, 8980-5 0 
VA,')flnditiir~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s -~~~~A

ElxCcsas of ReceiptsbvMev Expend0 tum-I

F ') . .. I inn &ca very rcspeatfullv,
Your o1t.'serv't.- 
- IA10N 'J'OWLE,- e'eoip3?-lrolh



12 His ~~~~~COMPT~ROtLLEWS OFFICE"

TALLA~iXsSrtE NoVmim1, 150
/, HsExcellency,'

Timff~ Bow~N, QoIneor,

DrRSin :-r~4s +cquired biy law, I aetehnrt Wo

Tefolllowing Warrants have been drawn upo th deTcasm,
Viz:

[Il ~~~~~Coitingcnt Fund, $ 5,911 29
i;A~~~~ Criminal Prosecutions,

'Western Circuit, 0 1,739 37
Midlle 2,353 92
Eastern "1,758 20 

-Southern 1,599 75= 7,451.24
Y, gti~Spreme Court, session. 1850, 806 304

I ~~~~Prosecuting Banks, 100 00-
Ii - ~~Salaries,2 Ex~~~ecutive Department, $9 4,200 00 t

4 ~~~Judicial 11,700 00 0
¼ ~~~Militazt 150 00= 16,050 0

Im ~~~~Rent of Armory, 250 00Printipg Lawvs and Reports Supreme Court, 708 00 2 5.Payof Jurors and State Witnesses, 1810 0

Add the amount of Clerks' Certificates for p'ay ofe t
Jurors, &c., taken up at the Treasury, as per
Treasurer's Repo-rt, '7,101'50,-v:a

Mksthe totalExedtr othye, $859'3
Reeipt forsad te yearared and fifty nine 33-100 d01 st'-

The Rerceip for the ye br are from the following named sources,

License Taxes, 3687

Amount received in redemption of lands
bought in by the State for unpaid taxes, 146 25

Comptroller's Warrants, 4 4 50
Profit and loss, 8 83$4609 8

_Total Receipts, forty-six thousand and seventy-nine 84-100 dollars
By reference to m-y Report for the fiscal year endin 31stOto -

her, 149 it wilt be'seen that the expenditures of' the year iust en
ed fall short of those of the former year $17,248 46 This
-i ostly, though not altogether, in the item ofLegi



7~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A' nidlnution of: receipts is tg to .the fact 'that but a snvdL

prnrt of liC gen ra revenue bnd .auction tnxxes for t w e ut lsd :;iyl;: 
is be adi te moliey eing Ii-e a ed t Ie sent u gmm~r '~i~·P. 

:of the, Legislature.. The assessnmnt retulns foi the pastyeai sliox 
thp ~ whole, a fain increase those of 1849

is b 3i middle of December, when the revenue vill be mostl3

pa~iddn,,all the liabilities of the State to that dat I r dc edlnd
and perh aps a balance left in the Trearery. 1his reult howeverI
d~2'e' p s so oentir~y upon the punctulity- or the ay -s and io 
Tax" Collctors throughout the State that it is inip sible. to foretell,

* rvathcerthawty, how theo matter will stand.
T~lhe:la,.s now in force, rehiting to this depalrtment of tlle govern7-- 

nt have , with a few exceptions, been found, during the past two
years, to operte vell. Those passed at the Last session of the Leig-

Liature especially have, in An eminent degree, secured efficione?
systern and puhetuality, and to some extent equalized the burdens ot
taxation. Some amendments are, however, needed, and to l

mlay not be out of my province to call attention.
The. Laws, of last session relating to Auctioneers, by a singular .

omission, leave undefined their term of office. The experimeint of
reducing the tax on auction sales from two to one per cent. hits, 4
think, tesulted unfavorabLy, aud I recommend a return to the old
rate.t

The License laws should be so amended as to r ire the SherifT
(as well as the Clerks) to make semi-annual reports to this office.
['hisis now generally done, under my instructions; but to secure

punctuality, a penalty for neglect should be imposed by law.

'Therevenue system needs no amendment, so far as my experience
s'he''wn, in relation to its general operations. As regards, Jiow, I

ever,-the rates" of taxation, and the kind of property, &c,, taiedl I" -'

am decidedly of opinion that material reforms are called lbr.' Te

present mode of taxing land hyclasses is exceedingly unequal: an i

unjusL All lands are divided into three grades, and each jiadtia'
pays a specific tax; whereras, it is well knoan that the lands in any

one grade vary mnuch in value and productiveness. The effectis' 1

that lands worth twenty dollars per acre pay no greater tax than
Flands worth five or even less. rfhis inequality should be remedied, i rl
either by altering and largely increasing the number of classes, or

by taxing lands accrdling to their assessed value.

There are. inuny species of property, income, and buE-ness, which

now go free that should, in justice, be taxed, and wvhich are, in point .

of fact, taxed in almost every other State in the Uinion. By taxma I 

These, the amount levied upon other species might be iednceo itad '

thus the burdens1)0 rendered more equal!
The present rates of coniensatiou allo'&ed to the' TaK Colrctois

are objectiouible. I recommend a return to the old systemn ot payK

d ng themr-a'per.centage upon thie amounts act ully padl ;into the V
'TrpPas..r



Iit

4.
Iii':"I FhC." ;'Illl suhiect of the F Orws upon our Coast is one tI which Ide-

sire to call speci'iI attention] 'Ihe law passed sonc years since, for
lb I 'the0 PUpose o' creatinarr a revenue from that soure, has been found

to iso in spite .oh all effolrts,. enti rely inoperative. This Tresult has
'i ll beeni owing? principally, to the fact that no competent peosorn will

III consent to act as Commissioner. His duties are labonoios and in-
*dIvuous, and the comipensation is meagre.. I.seggest that the latter
be largely increased; and it would, perhaps> ;be well to make the

ali;', -Slerienlo cv officio Comiissioner.. It is believed that a large. amount
of revenue could, vith proper regulations, be derived frobm this
sou.rce ',.As it is, large quantities of~ fish arc taken upon our shores',:
and thla;t, too, by foreigners and non-residents who contribute no-.

1tnm to the support of our government
A-if Under the law passed at.last session directing the purchase, on.

behalf of' the Stateof lands seized for unpaid taxes, several- housand4
acres have been bought in, nUd a very large item of expenses (thrit>
of 'assessing and advertising such lands year after year) curtailed.
A-portion has been redeemed by tha owners, and the bqlanceere-4
innins subject to such disposition as the Legislature shall see, fit,te
t imake of it. This law needs a slight amendment; so as to requirethe Tax Collectors to bid not to exceed the amoun of tax &c, o
the whole quantity of land offered.

IThe late Indian outbreak oil our frontier caused a considerable:
jt f outlay of money to be made by your predecessor in office.:: The funds,

4 i I were not, however, drawn from the Treasury (exceptagsnall a'mount'
by your ordelr), but wer~e raised by a loan, at 7 per cent. intercq,~
'upon the credit of the State, with the personal guaranty of Governor
Moseley. These funds were all disbursed by the: Quarter-M aste
iJGenieral, under the direction of Governor Moseley, and the TrensurfY"

1I'bfficers iave had no official connection with the transaction., Th
"' ' ~~.sum! of fifteen liundred and eighity-four 51 -100 dollars wvas, however,'t

drawn upon your order as an " advance " from the contingent fund,
to enable the volunteers then in service on the frontier to gdt home; d,
which sum was paid to and disbursed by the Quarter-Master Gen-
eral.

A law of last session directed that all moneys belonging to the,
Common School Fund should be paid into the. Treasury, the capital 
to be invested by the Comptroller, with the assent of the Governor,
in 'the public stocks of this State or of the United States." A res-
olution, passed subsequently to that law, directed the Register to in-

U' v~~'est tllose funds in State Scrip, at a discount of three per CentsT
Under'that resolution the Roa"ister invested all (or a part) in Scrip,-
but at length, finding no Scrip, or but a :small amount, was to be,
4d, lie deposited a few months since Li tde Treasury,,the following

I .,,, su nis: 
On account of principal of the Corn. Scb'll. fund, $29,463 28

interest of . 484 65
The "five per cent. fund" was before in the Treasu ·y6

'Aii Ij



ati by dd l'x iw mqdce apart of the Common School fund,

atifnd ounts 6topiLincipal, 975 80
interest, 103 Os .

The total amount now in thre Treasury; therefore, belonging to

thins fund-is principal, or capital, $30,439 01, and interest, $587 73 I

This§ money I have not, as yet, invested. Tfiere are no pi]bla

stocks of this State in which to invest. The stocks of thre United

States have been and still are at a ver~y high premium, (some 15 per j
eerity,, and under the circimstancesinv which thre country has been,

for several months, placed, I deemed it too great a iisk to illvestat 

those rates. Opportunities have offered for private loans, but I did I

nbt appiove of such mode of investment; and if I had approved, the 

law. did not authorize it. I have, therefore, thought it best to defer

tll action, upon the matter until the meeting of the Legislature short-

ly·,, toashfble.
-4;turspectfully suggest that this money be borrowed by the State, I

g ifair interest, to-be used in paying the current 'expenses of the .

geverpinent.> Not with a view to dispense with taxation for that'

purpose, but simply to enable the State to pay promptly all her cur- *.

ient dues as-tney arise, instead of compelling her creditors to waitf, 

as she now does, until the end of the year; when the revenue comes

in. With this sum, (thirty thousand dollars), in the Treasury, it is I

believed the State could keep constantly in advance of her expqnses,

and pay cash to her creditors; thus doing away with the present '

system of issuing a scrip to be hawked abdut at a discoupt or dis-
countd oht uf this very fund.

In cojclusion, I beg leave to state that the business of this office- I
h'is fallen -somewbat behind-hand, owing to the fact that the force-I

d'lowed her&; by law is not sufficient to conduct it properly. This 16

business is every year increasing, and it is absolutely necessary, te

forde should be increased in proportion.
I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, &c.,

I : ' ,::: SIMON 'i'OWLE,
Comiptroller APblic Accounts.
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