‘;.' T Tarnanassne, 28ru Janvary, 180&
' His E:L‘cellzmcy Tuon as Browx, Governor, §e., |

. the Tle,asury hom all sourees for the fiscal year ul(hnu on the 3ist .
-,““',' ﬂctobel 1849, were, ) : aﬁag 68 11
-5 The amount of Wagrants drawn upon the Ireasmy

;I -‘ -+ ‘for’the samé period, were as follows :

« < On Contmgent Fund, - B 4,302 10 }
ks Expunses 4th General Assembiy; 16,552 83 ° .
e Salaries of officers, . 16,627 59
: © e - Criminal prosecutions, &c., 7,699 a8

( eil medus items, such as Printing . '
aws, taking Census of childrea per

14

ican“ar, &, &c.,. . . 356719

I To(;'\l Warrants, - e $18,830 .79 N
}p I‘he amount of (,luk’s Certificates fer . L
: Jy of Julors ‘and State Witness- .

L\ccss of Recupls ‘aver E\p“udltﬂ“% s
T ‘-‘I,am &ec., very respeetfolly,
s ‘}mul ob’t.'servt, . F 0 h e
" SIMON 1 ‘0“71113.,,} Eomplrollce.

- COMTROLLER’S OPl‘icL" SRR B
SH

DEAR Sir: "I have the honor to report that.the 1;31,911)&, mtu ’

““lawof 1848, Taxes refanded, Mex-. - o e

¢s, takm up at thu l‘xmsur), P 6,_968’ 00::5355,80’7'_ R
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-‘ i ] | . bought in by the State for unpaid taxes, 146 25 |

o T ey

: , COMPTROLLER’S OF I‘IC
. - i TA_LLuIAssnE NO‘VEMB]IR 1 1850
’ To Hw Ewellenc . . S
. Tuomas Browy,’ Gmfemor D T, LH
DDAR Bir —As requlred l)y law; I have the honor to Teport the\ .

acts and proceedmgs of tlus olfn,e tor the ﬁscu} year endmg Jlst
October

viz: .
Contmfrenﬁ Fund B 5,911 29’ g

. Cmnmal Plosecuttons, o
_ ‘Western Circuit, & 1,739 37

- Middle “ 2,353 92
“Eastern ¢« 1,758 20
“Southern ¢+ . 1,599 75=

Sﬂpremo Court, session- 1850,
" Prosecuting Bzmks,

. Salaries, . ' ’
| Executwe Department $ 4,200 00 v
A ~ Judicial _ S 11,700 00 N
Al Mllltary & ’ 150 00= 16,050 00
I I ' Rent of Armory, ‘ 250 00 S
f Pay of Jurors and State Witnesses, 181 OO_$3I,45'7 8‘% .

. Add the amount of Clerks’ Certificates for p'a.y of
" Jurors, &c., taken up at the 'Ilf_asury, as per

S i _'-' g Puntmg Laws and Reports Supreme Court, 708 00
l Treasurer ] Report

Kt

1 N o Makes the total Expendrture for the year,

$38 559 33 e

' ‘l 'I'huty eight thousand, five hundred and fifty nine 83-100° dollars: ", s A8 3
N " The Receipts for the year are from the following named sources, v p
viz . :
) Revenue—-—Assessments for 1847, $ 86 38' o L
b P T ‘. “« - .f‘ : 1848 N 490 82 o ~ *l
;L R b '1849, 31,971 68 e
1 e SR 1850,. 6,944 86 - DR
' l ' "~ _ License Taxes, ‘ 3,618 72
; ** | Fines and: Forfeitures, - . 2438 64 -
"’E .- Auction - Taxes, 419 15

Amourit received in redemption of lands -

i - . Comptrollers Warrants, - . .- 4 50,
. " Profit and loss, SR 83__$46,0’79'

Total Receipts, forty-six thousand and seventy-nine 84:100 dolla
, By reference to my Report for the fiscal year ending 31st” Oc|
" . her, 1849, it will be seen that the expenditures of the year j :
' ed i.mll short of those of the former year $17,248 46. ‘This’ ‘saving’
is mostly, though not altogethex in the item of Legislative cxpensc& P




' - 'The diminution of. reccipts is owing to the fact that Lt a_ siialk
N part of the genefal revenue and auétion taxes for the year just closed,

fx Jis yet paid in; “the moiey being retained to be sent up by-members " h
t- -of the Legislature. 'The assessment, returns for-the past year show, ° .
__on'the whole, a fair increase .over those of 1849. - The probability.

Jo Cisgh y the middle of December, when the revenue will be mostly + )
¢ < paid-in, all the liabilities of the State to that daté will he redeemed, - &
| ‘and perhaps a balance left in the Treasury. - This result, however; ;- .
*."  depénds so ‘entirely zpon the punctuality of the tax payers and the ,

1

TaX.quléctors thronghout the State that it is impossible. to foretell,-

Pt éf-," i . N

E,.:ﬁ o vith-eertainty, how.the matter will stand. . Col e

i _Thelaws now in force, relating to this department of the govern: ="
. ment; hidve, .with a few exceptions, been found, during the past two -

W . ‘years, to.operate well. Those passed at the last session of the Leg- .
. . - St . - Il . N L] oy s B .
#  iglature especially have, in an eminent degree, sceured efficiency, .

! & v | system.and punctuality, and to some extent equalized the burdens of "
TR * n.. Some amendments are, however, needed, and to these, it
- ¥ . ahdy not be out of my province to call attention. . .- . .

< - - 'The laws of last session relating to Auetioneers, by a singular .
~* omission, leave undefined their term of office. The expel'illie;;t of ..

, _reducing the tax on auction sgles from two to one per cent. has, I
E"‘. . “think, tesulted unfavorably, and I recommend a return to the old
Lo rate B o . B -
-<. ;. The License laws should be so amended as to requive the Sheriff.”.
.o~ {as well as the Clerks) to make semi-annual reports to this office.
"This is now generally done, under my instructions; but to secpro N

}
7 sia e
3 ., has_shewn, in_relation to its general operations. As regards, hov
= ever,-the rates of taxation, and the kind of property, &c., taxed, k.
E v+ am decidedly of opinion that material reforms are called for. ~The . .
_ present mode of taxing land by classes is exceedingly unequal and
% unjust. All lands are divided into three. grades, and each . grade
!, paysa specific tax; whereas, it is well known that the lands in auy . .
¢ one grade vary much in value and productiveness. 'The effectis® ;
‘&, that lands worth twenty dollars per acre pay no greater tax than |
o, -lands worth five or even less. This inequality should be remedied, - i
either by altering and largely increasing the number of classes, or L
. by taxing lands aceording to their assessed value. . o ‘
¥ "There arc many species of property, income and business, which o= !
now go free that should, in justice, be taxed, and which are, in point o
o
',
|
t

~ of fact, taxed in almost every other State in the Union. By taxing - .
" these, the amonnt levied upon other species might be redaced, and -+
. thus the burdens be rendered more equal, AU St
‘The present rates of compensation allowed to tlie*Tax Collectors |
—are objectiongble. I recommend a return to the old system. of pay-
! ing them-a ‘per-centagc upon ~tlie amounts actually paid -into the
oo Tepaswry, oL L S o

» " .7 punctuality, a penalty for negleet should be imposed hy law. i e
.. ' . 'Thé revenue system needs no amendment, so far as my experience -~ i R
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© Vecn owing, principally, to the fact that no compefent person will
~ consent to act as Commissioner. His duties are laborions and-in- *

*Ve largely increased ; and it would, perhaps, be well to make:the
“‘Sherift e officio Commissioner.. It is believed that a large., amoint’
‘of revenue could, with proper regulations, be derived from- thls,;}
- gouree, .. As it is, ]'nge quantities of figh are talien upon our, shores; "
" dnd ﬂnt too, by foreigners and non-residents who contrlbute ng
~thing to tho support of our gnvernment

- niake of it. This law needs a slight amcndment 80 as.to’ requlre
. the whole quantity of land offered.

" outlay of money to be made by your predecessor in office. . The funds,
" were not, however, drawn from the Treasury (except asmell amount’

~ upon the crédit of the State, with the per: sonal guaranty of Governor
- Moseley These funds were all disbursed by the Quarter-Master”
* - (feneral, under the direction of Governor Moseley, and the Tredsur;
"officers have ‘had no official connection with the transaction.. The.
‘gum of fifteen himdred and eighty-four 51-100 dotlars was, however;”.
* drawn. upon your order as an “advance” from the contingent fund,

T to criable the voluuteers then in service on the frontior to get home; 4
~ . which sum was paid to and - dlsbursed by the Quarter-Master Gen o
~oeral, R

“ to be invested by the Comptroller, with the assent of the Governor,.
“in “‘the-public stocks of this State or of the United States.” A res- .

** Undor that resolution the Register invested all (or a part) in Serip,-
* ‘'but at length, finding no Scup, or but a small amount, was to be.-~ '/

Phc sufnecf o{' ﬂnc Fiiﬁmos upon Hur Loast is one t6 whicl: I de-
sive to call special attention. The law’ passed some years since, {or
the pitpose of creating a revenue from that source, has been found
10 he, in spite of all: eﬂ'mta, entirely inoperative. This result has -

vidious, and the compensation is meagre.. 1 suggest that ‘the Jatter’

“Under the law passed at last scssion (hxectmg the. puroha i
behalf of the State,%of lands seized for unpaid taxes, several thousan
acres have been bourrht in, and a very large item of expenses (that.
of " asgessing and adveltlsmrr such lands year after year) curtailed. .
A: pmtmn has been redeemod by the owners, and the balance re-, -
mains subjeet to such disposition as the Legislature shall see fit to,

the Tax Collectors to bid not fo excced the amount of ta\:, &e., for

“The late Indian outbreak on our frontier caused a consxdemb]e—_

hy your order), but were raised by a loan, at 7 per cent. interest,

A la.w of last session directed that all moneys belonging to the. ¢
Common School Fund should be paid into the Treasury, the capital .

olution, passed subsequently to that law, directed the Register to ine ¢
vest those funds in State Serip, at a discount of three per cent—

,"had; he deposited a few months since ia the Treasury, the followmg e
‘sums: . ‘Y
On- account of principal of the Com Sch’ll fund f $29 463 "8 T
interest of S 484 65 st

The “five por cent, fund” was hefore in the Trc.xsm Y. e

! " . a0




midds by 1aw made.a pait of the Common School fund,

TR - intei-es,t-, - T . -
Tha: total amount now in the Treasury,

Liis fund-is_principal, or capital, $30,439 01, and interest, $587 73

«'This ‘money I have not, as yet, invested. There are no public

stocks of this ‘State in which te invest. The stocks of the United

States hiave been and still are at a very high premium, (some 15 per
eent.); and under the circumstances’in which the country has been, .
" for:several months, placed, I deemed it too great a risk to invest.at "~

those rates. Opportunities have offered for private loans, but I did

-~ not approve of such mode of investment ; and if T had approved, the e
-, laWw. did:not authorize it. I have, therefore, thought it best to defer-
&ll agtion upon the matter until the meeting of the Legislature short-

-assemble.-

- - N & .
4 Frespectfully suggest that this money be borrowed by the State, .
at“a Tair interest, to-be used in paying the current ‘cxpenses of the . -
;- + government, Not with-a view to dispense with taxation for that
imply to enable the State to pay promptly all her cur-

. pirpose, but s

rént'dues as-iivey arise, instead of compelling her creditors to waif, -
a6:khe now does, until the end of the year; when the revenue comes .
in. With this'sum, (thirty thousand dollars), in the Treasury,itis .

‘believed the State could keep constantly in advance of her expenses, * .
and pay’cash to her creditors; thus doing away with the present ©

' system of issuing a scrip to be hawked about at a’ discount or dis- -
counted out of this very fund. . o L
- In conclusion, I beg leave to state that the business of this office-" "
has fallen -somewhat  behind-haiid, owing to the fact that the force -
alloyed here' by law is not sufficient to conduet it properly. ‘This ..
bitsiness is every year increasing, and it is absolutely necessary the - ™

force should be increased in proportion.
W 1 have the houor to be,
" Very respeetfully, &e.,
- -7 .SIMON TOWLE,

. Comptroller Public Accounis,

{
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