S uwuut fnouﬂht 101\\'Lud .
y BJO By cash’ pdld B, Bdllluld for ')Dﬂlﬁl
| «. s for low.tm‘r Lmd
"Ld dunu.ll salary, - _'
W (,a&.h paid. State T e‘lSlll(,l, e
"’»”bt. te Luhﬁtdtcs on h.md LT

Joun BE xub ‘chéste'r, i)x- 4cct with Inl;c'.riml, lﬂq)rqucnwut'
*1850.- - .
ct. 31, To L'wl.f 1'cc(mrcd‘ for land sold dmmfr lh(,
el T - - fiseal year just ended,
- “ .« Juring the same period L3

m paymcut fox Luul sohl pxekubl_y, :

3. To balanee,

RSV,

By msh P_‘\Ed loqnhn'r .wults,
T K dppl.u:ausa, =
© ¢ for stationery;
+  travelling LXPC.lSé
B posmrrc, ‘
" Register of Pablic Lands, & of
O .aneual snla\y, ' -
1. '“.bnlwnc‘:e,a ‘

)

REP&RT OF THE Q,UARTER MASTER GENERAL. o

PR

QUAR’I‘LR-‘AAS’[‘LR Gl*\La{ &L’b OFFICL 3 A
©Parzanassii, Nov.,, 1850, - k k

lm\e the Loor to submit to you iy n,pmt as Q;r Mas- > =
the nuwnher and l\mds of aunsy

By

L lor (;(,neml of: the Hiale, - showing
: &6., under my charge and belonging to the State.: :
Thue is how on lhmd at the Almul y Roma 4 sets of 4 horse \1 |

lu y harness complete. :
270 muskets with the uqumtﬂ number of bdymxelﬁ b(‘]lo, pl itesg g
1S, mouldﬁ, 2

mxtudﬂe hoxes, picks and’ brushes, serew- duvu.u, w1pe
Balls, screws, flints, caps, &e., -complete. : .
74 Hall’s Patent l\nﬂes, Wlth bayonets and append(wes (,ompl(,tc :

133 p.lll ot phtul.s \\ulh hol=le1< Lmd all othel .lppeud:\ges ‘com?

: pftt” -
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£ 1 the basement of the Capitol 4 pieces of brass sednance (6 pdrs)

N Gith gun-tarriages, zimmunit—ipu-chests,fan'd, all “other uppcudi\gés},'
k. Since ty last report 1-have received into the Armory from Capt:
. WSS Murphy,-of the «Fndependent Blues,” (a volunteer corps, of.
SRE - Dyagoons), 43 pairs of pistols, twith holsters, &¢., of the 44.paixs |
B - ‘sucdto him'in 1846, leaving Lim in default .ong pair with :appenda.-
A oges T S "
- < v | have also received from Capi. T. K. Lennard, of the “ Miceosu-

@y

ErEime = T\ gETY T

; - da, I issied, by order of Gov. Moseley, to the two companiesof Tnfan-

e

% . kie Cavaliers,” 42 pairs of pistols with holsters, &e.,of the fifty pairs
o sgned to hinrin 1846, making Lim in default 8 pairs... ~'T hese last, when
R i -Tbceived, were in bad order—many of them being broken, and iu

g . y@h,oiher condition as to require immediate repairs; which were a

‘@ - reordingly made, and for which Capt: Leonard is responsible to the' ™
N L P
s %> Upon the recent outbreak of the Indians in East and South-Tlori-

‘ :g'ﬁy"‘g.nd. Mounted Riflemen called into the service of the State atthis -

i -place; a sufficient nunber of muskets and rifles, with ail the.necessa-
. 'ry‘dppendages; all of “which were, npon the return ol the troops, -

AR y returned to the Armory, with the cxeeplion of one musket:
. .one fifle, repoited by the. officers in command to havé been-so Jbadly
" ,}Jl‘éken as to render them unfit for fuvther service. ol
~ 08 f also issued at the same time, by order of the Executive, twonty
7 Mive T muskets ;a'nd{e'quipments'to Col. JTohn G. Gamble, of -this,ci
2 “for the use of the citizens on theé froutier of the Indian coun!
5 '# “These last have not been returned to the Armory.. And.by ovder of
+., your Excellency, I issned to the Intendant of the city of Talluhissee,
; (‘l‘\_{luﬂﬁg the ,past season, 50 stand of muskets and eguipments, for
2.t which ‘honds- have been entered into and arc now on (e in ny .
v ofiice. o S B
B - 1 also enclose an account current of the expenses incurred by the’ -
1 "« State for the sapport of the volunteers, called-into the serviie ol tlic

. State during the summer of 1849, - . R
e . - Of the amount, $20,637°64, received and paid out by me; it is
%~ ‘perhaps proper for me to mention that tha som of $17,33’7__st:i_t' d as
¢, " received from, Gov. M oseley, was borrowed by Lim upon Ahe Taith of ..

theé; State and his own personn_l' gurantee, from the South Wes ern |

A ~ Rail-Road Bank, and for which sum it was agreed interest ould -
. J.-he.fp:’;i{d' at the rate of 7 per cent. per aunum. " T'he oviginal ac i
3 and yonchérs for these receipts and_dishursements are.on file-
E ~ office, subject to your order or that of the General Assembly.
SRR Yery respectfully, Lo

© “Your ob’t. serv't;,
S "~ R. A SHINE, Qr.
Tioxas Browx, Gov'r, qf,-FIa_'.,_-_" :

Mr. (
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K “ 5000 00
Coe é- 9337 00" ‘
“ S - 5,000 OO—--—$]'7,337 0@
Sun([rj' Qr. Masters,. ' o
- on aeet. of sales of stores, * - 845 5'7
Coos rec’d from Sh.e Contmgeut Fund - ,.584 62 .

, 1850
Dcf ‘tl By cash paid on qeet. of snpphes furmshe&;- .
for use of the troops, and contingent ex- -~
penscs of same, aa per vouehers on file in
- my oflice, and amt, refunded to the State :
:3 ' 'Contmrrent I*uml o 9«7063'7 64 S
"R. AL SHINE Qr. ]ﬂr (1871 A
Tallabassee, ch. 31, 1850 - A A

i

]!r[asfu Gencml ef Flarzda, showmg mn,ount af e?pemlu’ures,_ paul .
and wipaid, zncurred by him m sugm*esszng Indmn outb1 k'i;;-‘;
ﬂm year 1849 e
. ~1849. :
Oct To amaunt of purchascs and supphe&, iz
... Subsistence, Quarter-Master, Ordnance
."..and Hospital Stores for use of the Traopa .
,", called into the service of the Slate from
- July 25, 1849, to Octoher 30, 1849,
© % amount of contmgeut expenses, viz: '
" Charters of vessels, hire of wagong and teams,. A .
for transportation of troops and supplies, per--
“gons and articles employ ed and other gontin-
: gulcles, "
L . amount of Cols. J. W. Bryant and J. P, San-_
" “derson’s accomnts for services as Dep. Qr. Mas:
" ter” Geneml.s to 30th Sept., 1849, . . .
.J-amount 1eﬁmded to t.he State Contmgent Fund + 81D 55




Rt i vy

CR
"-870

X o« (wv Mosdcv !ﬂi‘& 000 00 .

£¢ ) e . -« L 123 - . J’OOO 00

v “ o o e -~ 5,000 00 _

' “ el 983700 '
BT © 5000 00_$1’7 337 0

“ from salcs of stores from Qr. :

- By cash'received from State Contingent F und,

$27,244 83
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" R. A. SHINE. Qr.-]‘fr.-Gen
__Tallaha.gsep, Oci. ,81, 1850., S o

Correspondence in relatlon to the Seminoles m Flonda.._

. forces in Florida.

Execurive Deparryent, Froripa, )
Tallahassee, October 7, 1849. - {'

= “"""‘T‘:T T T L et ot

o. 2, ordering. the troops called into service by Gov. Moseley, to
mustered out -of service, at the respective places where they
dri .eniollcd and mustered into service, unless there shall have been. '

N
! be:
fow

recelved by you an order ﬁom the War Depaltmcm 10 muster them,

¢

xl

lE or ‘any portion "of them, info the service of the United btates., In
v the event of your having received such an mdu and think the 8er..
)

1
Y
{

“ vice of the volinteers. will be required, I beg io call your attention -

; to.two companies- of mounted men from the Cuunty of Hillsborough,:
‘-whiéh ‘I understand were organized, and their services lendemd to
5 Gov: Moseley, on or ahout lhe 23d of July last, and returns inadé to .

- and the' other by Capt. S. L. Spalkman ; but from some cause, their

ndersland however, that they have performed regular duty, and have.-

s the Indian. border. - “Their claims ought to be regarded, and I hope, "
;lf you ‘deem the 'service of the volunteers necessary, that you will -
rccelve thesé companies into the® service; ‘of the United Slales ; and -

Masters Bryant Sanderson and Hutchins, - . ‘}84.),(»7 ;

per order of Gov. Brown, R 1,5544 52
By bal‘mce, bcmg mnount still unp’ud o8, b0'7 19 ,

Dear Sir ._I have forwarded to’ you a copy of my Gencral Onder. .

From the Governor of Florldu to the Commandmcr General of tl.e Umted Stah‘s oy

.this. Department, which are mow on file in the office of the Secre: Lo
! tury of State——one company commanded by Captain John Parker, ... o

e,

f‘ommlssmns were not granted, nor were they called into service, B

l‘endﬂed essential service in the protection of the settlements on - |

ln the event of‘ thelr bemg mustered into lho selwce, commnssmns o

i




'elunna ‘can be mddt, to llns Depalh)lent. ;
A mﬁnmod that ‘Doctor S. B, Todd was® elected ulgeo;! to.
hesc: companxcs, and- that he; has not only devoted ‘his services as .1
ysician to the troops, but that he has attended the sick;of the des-
ite” families in the forts, 1o which they have.been driven’ for pro. . s PR
tection and eecunty alonﬂ the ﬁonuer for. the distance of some. lhnly .
niles, and [urnished medlcmes from his own resources. I£.it. is not ;
nconsistent with the army regulatlons, I hope he _may be lecelved
nto the United Slates. service with the - ‘troops.as surgeon ;-a |
“would also very respectfully ask your attention- to-the -merits and i
* claims of Doctor J. W. Eppes, ¢ attached to the troops from’ the,Cnunj i
" "of Leon, and request, that he may be also 1ece|ved wuth those
- as the surgeon. ’ :
© I have the’ honor, to be, vely lcspe(,lfully your, olmdnent servant, ,
L THOb. BROWN.
Co ’Mn_] Gen. D E. Twiaes,
. : Head Qu.ulers, 2d DIV U S A Tampa Bay

From thc Govcmor of Flm ida to the Pre51dent of the Umtcd States suigl

’”v o . - EXECUTIVE DLI‘ART\[E‘IT,% v
v ' lehhdssee, Nov. 29, 1849)4 " .-
) 'To His Dxce]lenr‘y Gen. Z. I‘AYLOR, President of the United States.”, ;4
" “Sir—it appears from returns made to the office of "the:*Quarter .-~
Master General of this State, that the following compames of volun- =7
teers were called into service on the Indian frontier in this Stateyby
the -order of my- -predecessor, Governot Moseley, on the occasmnnof

L 1ecent Indl'm distarbances : L

From.the Counlu of Leon.—Capt. ]‘hhel ] company of mnunt?d
_mien, mustered in.30th July.  Capt. Juhnson s comp‘my of Inf’nh), Vo
mu':lered in 4th August.. - '
From the County of Alachua. ——-Cdpt Dlll’s companv of ‘mour
“ men, muslered in 2d August. -
- From the County Yy of Duval.—Capt. Ledwnth’s comp'm o

e 'ted men, mustered in 7th August. .

“omen. !

_ From he Counh/ of Columbii. —Capt. Ixmght’s COmp._l_]]y nf' mons !

. " ted men; mustered in 7th August. ~ Capt. Ellig’ company of mounted
: -men, musteled in 8th All("ual

" From'the Couuty of Hillsbor ourrh ——C'\pt Clark’s cnmp’lny werc.
* not musteled in, but dle\v fmage and pxonsnons for 26 hon[ s:‘zmd

I-Iavmg received swllsfacmry mf'onmatlon from the Secnetaly of: )

© 'War, and from the commanding General in Flovida, thata" sufficient » 3
force ofUmled States troops bad heen ordered to the frontiet: ‘of Flonda, . .
-~ and were in the field for the defence of the settlements and -the:pro- <
_ tection of its lnhdbn'mts : and. lh'\t the State Volunteers would not ber -
mustered ‘into the Umted Stales servica, 1 issued my- :Genefal Order. ‘ '

af the ﬁrst of Oclo])el dm:ctm«1r lhem to l)c lﬂllal(’led out of the Slﬁle -




. > strvice, copiésof whichi I transinitted to ‘the Secretary. of War ‘at-
¢ ; Washington, and to ‘the General ‘commanding at Tampa Bay. )

= It 'wilb'be’ seen thit these troops were ordered into service- by Goy.
- ‘Moseley, immediately. ‘ori ".the- intelligence *reaching: the-Capitol; of -
the Slate, f lhe mmders commllted on some of' our folluw unzens
at”ih

l3lh‘ and at Pease Creeh on the 17h. o('July last ;. and upun lhe ur.
“gent'call 'and-advice of some of the most intelligent, observing and .
ﬁelial)le men ‘in"the Eastern and Southern poruuns of this’ blule—-“
“mén’ well acqum‘nled with Iudian character and habits, and.who con:
sidéred these acts of outrage as indicating a spirit of determined hos-
; ility which would soon manifest itself in a general destruction of the
- .Jives and property of our citizens uwpon the whole line of our exposed -
and ,efencdess frontier, and would soonextend to the more denwly
~~populated settléments, and that great and irreparable injury would be .
¥~ done, unless the most prompt and efficient measures were taken by
_Z' the authérities Af this State to place upon the frontier a" sufficient :
* force to- 1ep('l/.he incursions of these marauding. savages, and Lcep
+ themin check until the Govérnment of the United States could order
', into this State and on the expesed and unprotected Indian firontier of
¢ Florida, a military force sufficient to insure the saiely and pxotecuou
of the -border settlements.
g . - Sosudden and unexpecled were thesc outhreaks, occurring within
[ afew dd)s of each other, at veny distant points on the AIIM]IIC and
- ythe Gulf, ‘that a genefal panic was created. The people were ﬂymn :
i ‘from their homes to hastily thrown-up defences, or escaping. as best -
" they could from the impending danger. 'The inhabitants ol one set- -
Stlement,including men, women and chl]dwn, who hud the wd\'anlage
wof, mcapmg “by water, reached the City of St. Augustine in the most
dlsuesung and. pluahle condition, whlch called forth the commisera-
L v tion of the citizens in n general town.meeting ; and afler a full in-
y. vestigation, had before the United States. Judge for the Northern Dis-
LArigt of Flmlda, it was deterinined to. commumcale the facts, aud call’
. upon the . Executive of the bldlg for a force which would insure mn-
» S’ll]EdldIt' protection to the e).powd and defenceless frontier. . *
' +:Judge Bropson says, in‘a leter to, Governor Moseley, *all thls
. seems 10 put it beyond -question, that the rising is general, and (hiat
~« all the Indians ave engaged in the hostilities ;. Lence lhe most vigo-
", ».rous and prompt measures seemm necessary. How largea force slmu]d
.=, be called out, is a point which I do not feel myself- compelent to de-
e cidey but I apprehend, that- ﬁom flve hundred 1o a thousand :men.

¢

«

-

-+ win acletter written to Gov.: Mosele) on the same oecasion, “ my ad-
3 ": vice toyeu is, to throw into the field at.once a regiment of mf.mh_y,
. »and one.of horsemen, to. afford a complele cover to the sétilements.”
\‘-uh Sueh are the cucumsmnces umlex which my l‘)lGdt‘LCbSOl cn]lcd the ,
+ooStalé yolanteers iuto serviee on the lndian frontier, with insiructions
to the ofhcels not to penetlate into the Indian Reseu‘e, but to- '\ﬁm

Cx. would by no means be too many.” Atd Mr. Senator Yulee': says, : o

=

T o
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“1roups could be brought to their relief, It was expected ‘that the vol.
" unfeers 6 this State, ealled out under such circumstances, would have
héen mustered into the United States’ seryvice, But such not having
heen the ease, it hecame my duty, on receiving information that the, =
United Statés had a sufficient military force on the frontier for the, . 4N
prétection-of the settlements, to order them .out of service. . And it .
“becomes equally now ‘my duty w0 urge upon the ‘government of the
. United-States the obligation which it is under, not only to make pro.
. vision for the pay and subsistence of the voluateers thus ordered into
_service to'perform duty and render a protection to the frontier settle.’
. tnents, which the General Government had stipulated to periorm— .,
but to ask also that adequate provision may be made for all losses .
. . sustuined by our citizens from Indian disturbances in Florida, and
.- _ypompensation and support {or the inhabitants on: the frontier, . who
= Zhave. heen driven from their homes by the recent Indian outhreak, . '
© " und forced to séek shelter and protection in forts and stockades, which .- -} g
they have been compelled to huild and defend ; and that all those
. who performed such duties may he considered in service and allowed .
“pay:in accordance with.the militia law of this State, which provides -
- that #If a sudden intasion or insurrection shall take place or be mado 3
¢ or threatened on any portion of the State, the commanding officer £
“of the militia, or any portion thereof adjacent thereto, shall bie and =
“ he is hereby authorized and enjoined.to order out the militia’ under, .,
“his.command to repel r suppress the same, and troops ‘thus ordered S
“ into service, shall be subject to and governed by the rules. and ar- ..,
4 ticles of war of the Government of the United States, and shall be, ,.'
.t entitled to all the pay and emoluments of the same, while so in
“service.” - PR S PP
_‘T'hese are helieved to be just demands which I consider it my duly .
"o urge upon the attention of Congress, and 1 engage in ‘the perform.. "' §
- ance of this duty the ‘mors cheerfully and confidently from the per-
" suasiyn that your Excellency understands all-the circumstances in _ ' -
.+ relation to the continuance of this.:remnant of the Seminole tribe of . - g
. Indiansin Florida, and the obligation. on the part of the Federal gov- /-
ernment to keep them under properrestraintand control—which places f"
"~ them in a position, in regard to the State of Florida, differing from the  °
relations of any of the, other tribes of Indians in regard to-the other -
. "States of this Union—and will cordially co-operate with me in pies- -,
~ sing upon Congress the necessity, on principles of humanity and jus--.""
- ‘tice, of making :some immediate provision for these objects. = - S
-, “By-the treaty-of Payne’s Landling, concluded the 9th May, 1832, . -
it was stipulatdd that * the Seminole Iudians relifiquish to the United =
. ** Stales all claim to the lunds they at present occupy- in the Teryitory - .
** of Florida,. and agree to emigrate tothe country assigned 1o the ¢
<% Creeks west ofllm“l\'lississippi river,”,aud that they * will remove -
“within three years afier the ratilication ol'this agreewment.””; Therefore.;
their removal, by the provisions of ithat trealy,-should have, been. ..

. accomplished by the month of May, 1835, But sc?me.diﬁi_c__l:glly ceurs:

prniqclidn ta the settlements until a élifﬁcicnt,‘ force of United Slai:{s'

g




[ ‘ment uptil’thie month ‘of November of that year, and finaily they. i
" fused toEonmply rith the provisions of the ireaty; and the war ensied’
- “and ‘' continued ndex various 'circumstances, greatly to the -injury
.. of the ‘people of Florida, until the pacification entered into by Gen:
- ‘Worth'in 1342, It should be taken into considerafion that, in all .

1€1r removal, Gen. Clinch ‘ag

¥ théss ‘arrangements, the people of Florida. had no voice or agency, =
\ “althiough the party most deeply interested in their consequences and -
| “results.  Living under a territorial form of government, they could: .
* Jook ‘only‘to the United $ates for protection and justice. 'The treaty -
for thie Temoval of the Indians, which resulted in a bloody and "des.
s Wructive war; long. to be remembered by the settlers and purchasers
".of ‘the public lands in F lorida, was a measure of the General Gov.:
“ernment, dictated as well by considerations of pecuniary benefits, as - ‘
“lof genera”/ policy, by the emigration’ which the removal of the In.-.- -
“dians froin Florida was calculated to encourage, and consequently . -
L “he 'démand Which it would create for, and the enhanced value which
At wéuld Fite to.the Jands of the United States in Florida, and there.
iforé became ‘to.these pioneers and purchasers-of the pablic domain -
E in thie ‘wildetnéss an important consideration in the contract, which . - -
bey had and have a right to call upon the  General Government in
"5o0d faith “and justice to fuldl. ~Aund the cessation of hostilities and. .
lemporary arfangement which was made by Gen. Worth for the In..
g diais rémaining in Florida, was. likewise “done for the benefit and
sEonvehience of the General Government, ‘without consulting the in.. -
. teiest of thie people of Florida ; for it will not be contended that the : -
- United States had not the- power to compel the whele of the Semi. .
Indians te comrply with their part of the teeaty of Payne’s Land- -

R John'C. Spené"ér, Secretary of War, in a letter to Maj. T

expenses incident to the warfare, and sincerely de-’
oling peace, the President directs that Col. Worth
ed, as soon as he shall deemn it.expedient, to -declare
K that hostilities against the Indians have ceased, and that they will..
' 1ot b Feriewed, unless provoked by new agpressions on their part. .
' :.‘.\Im{ it ig*fdeéiﬁ‘éd"adfisal1le that a force at least equal to three regi.
' Ments be retainedto form a cordon or line of protection for the Jron.
. ticy seltlements. The action of Congress will be invited to aid in .
:_IL‘ e-defence of thé_f"tei'rilol'y by the settlement of our citizens ther»(.a",
“"{{!ld' offering to t_h'em inducements for, such segtlements by gratui.
R lics of“land, by 'allowgg them rations for subsistence, and by the
: ‘,,)O,'ffll of arms.”™ ©* * F : . S

- And accordjngly, by a Ge‘neml'O,rder,f.da.ted Cedar Keys, 14th
S0ty 1844, 1t is hereby.aniunced that hostilities with the I
3 diang withifi_this territory have iceased.”. ¢ T'he lands .thus "tem:
Phrarily assigmed as"their planting and huiiting grounds, are with, -
h 1l the'Toll@iving_’b_()unddrivcs»,-" &e., “The foregoing arrangemenis

.

_ted 10th May, 1842, says : “ Anxisus to curtail the /. .. :




2

nstructions cof the President

are in accordance with the i
United States.” L . Co L -
Tn all these arrangements, the people of ‘Florida, who were’ more
mmediately and vitally interested in all the consequences’ Whith
sulted from them, ‘had no voice.  The petitions and remonstraiices N
their Territorial Legislature were unbeeded —nor were the stipu -
 lations of the United States Government ever coinplied with. " The
" & o regiments’” were 10t retained. © No cordon or line of prol ol
for the frontier seitlements” was ever established. The citizei§'to

“whom inducements had, been held out tofforin such settleténts, -

*were left inthe wilderness fo which they had been invited by the

. Government of the United States, under the most solemn assurances '
- . "of protection and ample provision for their sccurity and defénce; and
_ :whose guests they were——uunprovided for, by the side of their savage |
_ - ueighbors, who but a short time before had .been burning theic -
" Yiouses, and murdering their wives and children. Bad the cordon of
_posts ever been established at proper points, as provided, the settlers ., 3]
- {would have had places to rally upon, in case of danger or alarm,’and .-,
" “greater confidence would have been inspired. Butin {his. they weré , 3
" -sadly deceived. No troops were retained for their defence and ‘pro ..

. tection. A company or SO Wer® S a'st.”

1

tationed at ‘Tampa Bay and
~ Augustine, but too remote from the Indian boeder to be called'a pro-, .3
Ttection ; and even’ those troops, during the Meazican war, were With- |
drawn from the State, and only one company of Florida volunteeis
remained at Tampa Bay ; whilst the Indians were permilted to trade ™
-4 at will to that post, and to purchase ammunition without restr:
. and, of course, had every opportunity afforded them to seet .
. ,_.fehcel_ess‘cohdition of the frontier sestlements. . Apd mérepve;._lhé )
. ".fi)bulra.l grotind, which was to have been provided, bgt\i'eé_n '_th'p':-_:'ln'
_ s dian Teserve; wag not respected, but was run out by parties of Uni- .,
. s ted States surveyors down to the Indian berdet, and in some instans
© .. "ces.over it, and sales of land were made ; all of which. Was well
calculated to provoke the Indians to acts ef aggressidn'and‘_\?ibl‘gncey\
;" ‘and to’ endanger the safety and security of the frontier settiéments,’
* which the United States Government was bound to protect apd de-
fond. The Territorial Government repeatedly urged the considera-
~ tion of this stalc of things upon the attention of the General Govern;
" ment, but its complaiuts and remonsirances Werc not regaided 5 and:
‘since the formation of the State Giovernment, not a year has passed. i
that these subjects have not been pressed in the strongest terms upolt
" the consideration of the President of the United States and up!
Congress, by the Governor of this Btate, a% by resolutions ¢ S
General Assembly. At the fivst session of the General Ass "mb‘)’;
: § wered

s s

‘ear\y_s'..s'the 10th J'u'ly, 1845, preanﬂﬂe‘,and"resolu,lion

- SATY L adopted, urging \ eciden I Corlaressy

ranimousty adopted, urging upon the President and upon Corlgressria.
frontier settlements, and their clajms4r

the 'qun"ok{c}ed condition of the.
for losses sustained by Tudiar depredations. They say,
St as one of the cavliest and most important of the du
.75 upon l}mm as an independent member of the Unios, to‘call;th? 3

B
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d

. « tontien of Congress ta the Jossés sustained by the inhabitants, du.
S 1ing the Jate cruel and :desblating Seminole war—la their ‘just .
'« claim$ for indemiification from the Government for these losses.!
.. _And.Gov. -Moseley, in his message to the General Assembly in’ No- .
.., vember, 1845, says: The -Governwent of the United States is -
" surely bound, Ly every consideration of justice and humanity, to make
- .early provision for the losses sustained by this unfortunate portion of=
- our'citizens. 'The policy of the Federal Government, in heretofore .
g permitting the tribe of Indians to remain in our territorial limits, hot .
_'{ only in violation of the treaty of Payne’s Landing, ratified more than
g - .. ten years ago, but in the face of subsequent engagements solemnly
' rengwed, and treacherously violated on their part, under eircumstan-
. " ces of aggravated cruelty and perfidy, is a subject to which my at-
_¥..tention has not unfrequently been directed since your last adjourn-’
ment. It is'to me a source of unfeigned regret, that the policy of the
. Government, in regard to the emigration of the Tndians, prompted -
| .y as th measure was not only hy dictates of huwmanity to the people, - =
- 2, but dis-an act of justice, should not have been carried out in regard -
.. 10 the Seminoles.” S
"EH In October of the same year, Gov. Moseley, in a letter to’ Presi-

ut
17 dent Polk, complains of the hostile disposition of the Indians, and the
;',;j‘,‘defchpele‘ss situation of the frontier settlements. Again, in 1846 and-
"y, 1847, the subject of the removal of the Indians, and remuneration of
-4 our citizens’ for losses sustained, is strongly urged upon the Presi-
o -dent and Corigress by the Governor, and by resolutions of the Gene. - L
.l';,t,i;i'al Assembly. And in 1848, the Governor, in his message “to the . -
p. i General ‘Assembly, presses this subject with force upon the congide- . -
" sweration of Congress, and says: “To obtain a speedy as well as' T i
L peaceable removal of this remnant of that once powerful tribe, is:
,m “ doubtless the anxious desire of the people of this State. Any -
5 ‘measures, however, which shall be adopted, with aview of inducing )
Ly }ljle'llndizins‘to emigrate, may terminate in war, and heuce before

& . . . . wc ) ate
"4 any steps are taken towaids negotjation, a large and efficient mili-

. 4 tary-force should be thrown upon the line dividing the white settle.
- ‘1nents and the lndian reservation. And should the General Gov.
i gpiihent not immediately attend to. our request for their removal,
e it 1§ believed such a force is now demanded to restrain the Indians -
. - “ within their prescribed boundary, and from aets of viql‘e,nc_e,“and to
¥ . afford quiet to the alarms of our citizens, and security to their prop-
ety ~So that it ean be elearly and conclusively shown that the -
"y % people of Florida bave at all times looked ta the General Govern-.
<% ment as bound to effect the removal of the Seminole Indians; agréea- .- -
;“l)lyl_to’_' the provisions of the treaty of Payne’s landing, :_\vhich'_‘com, R
B . . pleted the negotiation, and the subsequent treaty of Fort Gadsdenfor .-, -
K 5. their removal, and to furnish a force sufficient for the: protection-of -~ -~
. . (hé froitier settlements, and to keep the Indigns under proper subjec-
"‘*.-7";: tign,until that shounld be accomplished. But I cannot believe that it
S1o, 0 will b necéssary for e to accumulate authorities and arguments to

¥, 4% ! : . e BT Y
f;a” establish thesc poigts—the Gevernment of the United States admits
X ’ A S
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. 5i them, ‘The removal of the Indians from Florida has merely beq
% - . -suspended, to suit the convenience of Government, never abandone
="' and the most energetic arrangements, I am assured, are now in.pro.
_ gress for their immediate removal. -And as it regards protection te™
*. -the settlements, the authorities of the Government_ at 'Wé;.shi_rigton:;“_;\‘ _
had full official information of their weak, defenceless situation from
their peculiar position, and planned and promised ample protection, ",
‘which was never furnished, Gen, Worth, in a letter dated 17th No-
. -vember, 1843, says: “ All have visited Tampa, except a few of the
¢ very aged, but in parties of ten or fifieen only. . Their apprehen.... .
- sions, under the policy pursued, will soon wear away ; when, ifcon-
. % sidered desirable, advantage may be taken of a favorable dt_:c@iqh N
“ to send off the whole. Frecipitancy will occasion many and vexa.
o+ * tious difficulties. When done, it must be thoroughly and effectua). |
¢ lydone ; for if ien of these warriors remained maddened to a. spirit
% of hostility, they would suffice to break up and scatier the entire lin e, "
" “ of new settlements, although ten-fold their number ; which, although = -}
% composed of occupants under the armed occupation bill, have .. "
; neither weapons, nor the disposition to use ‘them—not orie of ten
. * appearing with arms of any description.” L
With these facts communicated by a distinguished and experienced ;- ",
-officer in command, who was well acquainted with the Tndians ‘and ;"
. " the natore of the country occupied by the settlers * under the armed * ' .
" occupation bill,” who had been induced by the offers and promises of *"
the.General Government to settle in the wilderness, nothing was " "
done for their security and protection.” No troops were furnished, .
no posts established on which the sparse settlements could ‘rally for " 7 .
safety in case of daniger. And when the evil day came, and they,,\,"
- were driven from their homes, they had to build for themselves_h
tily constructed defences, into which their wives and children
.huddled together, without scarcely a cover to shelter them from

- inclemency of the weather ; and where I am assuted, many yet R
1main, under circumstances of suffering and privation of the most heart. ¥ <
- .7 rending description. Forced to abandon their crops before they were *
"+ matured, or could be secured, and having exhausted the scanty sup- .
4 .- plies which they were enabled to secure in their flight, many must |
.+ . be reduced to a state bordering on starvation, unless the Federal -
* Government, as it is in duty bound to do, shall afford them immediate
relief. And I feel the necessity the more imperiously forced upon, -’
" me to urge this subject upon the attention of Congress, as, - by the e
system of biennial sessions adopted by this State, there will not be a ,47~,»”;;‘-‘,,"
session of the representatives of the people for a year yet to.come, i
" 'who could more ably vindicate the rights of their immediate conglit- ~,
' -uents than I can hope toda. I tyust that your Excellency, impressed” . &
- with a sense of its importance. and Justice, will make this communi-,
_. ""cation the subject of a special message to Congress at an eaily 'day.
* -of the session.. : T ‘
.. 'With assurances of my high respect and consideration, T am your ',
.'most obedient serv’t, S THO. BROWN. "’

R
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" From the Secretary of Wat to the Governor of Florida.
e e War DepartMENT, ¢ p)
i o s Washington, December 14, 1849. §x;
o SIR Yoms of the '29th -ultimo addressed to' the President,  has
;;becn ‘submitted fo this Department for an answer. . T
-~ Its' main purpose is to invoke ‘the aid of the Executive in having-!
. the State of Florida indemnified for the expenses incurred hy‘the *
;; -~ threatened incursions of the Indians, evinced by their acts of violenco
;. aiid outrage committed during the past summer. on Indian River and
"' Pease Creek.  Without assenting entirely to the inferences of your.. =
., Excellency, deduced from. the past events that have occurred it Flor-
~ida, or admitting. the necessity of the action of your predecessor in
“ealling forth this volunteer force, still it is considered that there were,
-probable grounZs of apprehension, which may have required that the °
;\".ﬂEXB‘(:l"]ﬁVQ of Florida should have interposed a military force far the
: protéction of ils frontier. Therefore, in accordance to the views of .
“ the President, I am directed to say, that at an early day he will in-
"ivitéthe attention of Congress to this subject, and recommend that a
reasonable appropriation be made which will indemnily the State of -
~Florida for necessary expenditures made for the. military defente of - 1"

- (ﬁéffﬁpqtier, since the outbreaks to which I have alluded. '
g -~ Preliminary to this Message of the President and necessary fop
¢: the information of Congress, in tespect to the amount which may he N

" ~appropriated, T request that you will forward the muster and pay rolls
'+ 1, (or copies thereof) to this Department with such authentication,a

+“your Excellency may give or direct to be given. = L
Within the scope of information that has reached this Department, ~
-, theré is the hope, that the Indians will consent peaceably to émigrate "~
g - from Florida—an object of great concern not only to the authorities - °
k '.jﬁ\of"l?“lc‘irig@,“_but also to those of the Federal Government. - -
- " », 1 have tlie-honor to be, your Excellency’s most ob’t serv't, . S
Y GEORGE W.CRAWFORD, Secretary of War. - .
"« Wis‘Excellency Tromas Brow~, I

‘Governor, &c. &c., Tallahassee, Fla.

ot ':'Fljbm the Governor of F.'lorigla to the Secretary of War,
S Execorive DeparTient, FLoripa, ; ;
i S S .Tallahassee, January 3, -18l50.“ Sy
t ' The Hon. Grorer W. CRAWFORD, Secretary of War: * o
§ . Sir,%“Yours of the 14th ultimo I have received, and, in accordance,
\‘:‘(ilh“);our, -i"éq'uést, I now forward o you éopies of the muster and pay*
Xolls, and abstracts of amounts for subsistence, &c., for the informa.:;
lion of Congress, in respect to the ‘amount which may be necessa
1o appropriate, to indemnify the State of Florida for expenses incutt
Fed in the recent. outbreak of the Seminole Indians. But thereare"
"me dccounts for subsistence for the troops which have not yet'been
2 orwarded to the office of the Quartermaster General ;- and there are”
Jeveral companies on the frontier which performed duty under (lia




“militia Taws of this State, but were not fegularly must 'Zg})}ihlb‘:ser._,

“appmapriation by Cougress of $100,000 would cover th

ths elass of claims. S L

L dm, sirn, with_high respect, your most obedient servant, " e
b T 7 THOS. BROWN,

ST

*  From the Sceretary of War to the Governor of Floric

. o -  Wan Derarraest, )70

Co e Washinglon, March 11, 1850, .
" Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letler, !

. ..of the 24ih vltimo, covering the copy of the muster rolls of two co

]

_panies, (Sparkman’s and Parker’s) of Florida volunteers, for sén‘j_iécs_'
" yendered from July to January last. T
‘I'hese muster rolls do not state under what authority thes ,
nies were received into sérvice, nor is-there any reason given W
“if propetly called into service, they were continued tlherein nearly 2
. four months after the ordec of your Escellency of 1st October, 1849,

I

7

- dirceting the discharge of the volunteers ordered into service by youc
. predecessor. "That order, in specifying the companies that had béen
». called-out and were then to be discharged, makes no mention 8
Sparkman's and Parker’s companies, from which it. may Le'}
hat no authority had been given for' receiving thesa particul
“paniés into service. : c . ST A
It is. important to know these facts before the President can talte::
finy steps in_recommending to Congress an appropriation for
: ayment. There must be evidence of previous authority, eith
:“the- General Government or from the Exeeutive of a Staté, for re-.
£ ceiving volunteers into service, and the musters must he ‘made in-

. -thorized. The mere voluntary enrollment of individnals, . without .
i~ . su¢h authorily, does not constitnte a claim to pay. “Nor is it though
: a5.in these cases, as exhibited before the Department, that the gov-
-+ ernmeut should pay for services under an organization pever e
. ihized, aud continued for months afier the order of disbandment of all, |
“tyoops then in the service of Florida. A ’ ’
. T " GLRO. W, CRAWEORD, Secretary of War.
7. His Excellency, Taomas Brown, Governor of Florida, o

- Trom thic Governor of Florida to tho Sceretary of Wi
o ’ Execurive Derar
Ll Tullahassee, March 26th,
- 1. Sir=1 have the honorto acknowledge the receipt of your le
the 11th instant, respecting copics of the wauster rolls of iwo compa- o
ries of Florida mifitia, commanded by Caplains Sparkman and &
ker, forwarded to the Wiy Departinent with my letter of the 24th

. February. =

it

a replying to your enquiries in-regard to thein T hay

e tg sy, thaly

Mice, and have yet made no returas; so that I shonid think that an = |
“wholealt, 3

accordance with such previous -authority before pay:qentﬂc‘a’nlbé au’ 4

cog- 1"3‘»‘ |

B 4 €27

~ .. .1 have the honor'to be, very respectfully, your ohedient seyvant, L

nd PM'/,, F
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: g led to huild and defend ; and that all those who performed stich du- ;
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-, returns have not yet reached this Department, came subsequently to
* . 'my knowledge: . _ o

e sh'pi)’bri for the inhabitants on the frontier who have Decn driven from .

%" with the militia law of this State, which provides that ¢if a sudden

s

' ; ¢ ¢d; on any portion of the State, the commanding officer of thé mi-
Y ¢ Jitia, or @ny portion thereof adjacent therelo, shall be, and ‘he ‘is

", Under the foregoing provision of our militia law, the militia-on the
- . ifrontier and adjacent to the scene of the outhreak were ordered into

~

... people were at 2

.+ mments ‘of Uniled States troops. =~ .- L

't - VBt this protection was never given. They were left without any.

" %, . means of defence. _ established:  No'
¢ troopa weve lefi inthe couantry to protect the settlements ; and*when . ¢

appear thit these 'com:p':«'m'ic,s were ‘ever called into service
‘predecessor, nor were, they included in my order of 1st Oc."
1849, directing the discharge of-the volunteers ordered into

. service by him. I was not, at.that tine, aware that such companied .
were in'service. The facts of the existence of these companies and '~ "~

of scveral other companies of militia on the Indian frontier Whose ;.

* “The better to make understandingly the explanation which you re-
iire, I beg to refer you to my letter to the President, dated the 29{h
Jovember iast, on the subject of the payment of the volunteers called °
into service by Governor Moseley, in which I say—* But to"ask also ..~

that adequate provision may be made for all losses sustained by our.-
. citizens from Indian- distarbances in Florida, and compensation and -

" their homes by the recent Indian outbreak, and forced to seek shelter
and protection in forts and stockades, which they have been ‘fompel-

b

o lies, may be considered in the service, and allowed pay in accordance

T e e . e .
“’invasion or insurrection shall take place, or be made or threaten-

%
)

.- ¢ herehy, authorized and enjoined to order out the imilitia under his
+ command to repel or suppress the same ; and troops thus ordered
* into service, shall be subject to and governed by the rules and ar-
« tigles of war of the Government of the United States, and shall be
< entitled to all the pay and emoluments of the same while soin ser-

¢ vice)”

" service by their conimanding officers, and they claim this provision .
. of the.law and the necessity of the case for their authority. These
: o distance from the capitol of the State of some five,
- "hundred milesy=in a remote wilderness region, and cut oﬁ'\ from any
‘difect communication with the State authorities—strung in sparse. .
ttlements across the peninsula of Florida, from the Atlantic to the . i
ulf of Mexico, and did not know in many instances for a consides _
‘rable length of time that any troops had been sent to their rélief, ©
1he- State auvthorities or the General Government. ~ These-
"pe,op ng-e invited by the General Governmel_lt. to seltle in th;_q vwi'l. s

lerness; near savage neighbors, undfar the provisions of a special act
. of Congress, with the assurance of ample protection and defence

4w

- against Indian outrages, by the establishinent of strong military posts

~along'the whole Indian border, to be garrisoned by:‘gt'—il,ejc_is"t t,w'g’rl_’egi. _

The military posts were not established. "No'

N !
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d have the honor ¢ he, very respectfully your obedien; servant, -

ROWN, ‘
Overnor of FJo;'ida, TaHahassec_e, Flo

T - G + CRAWEG 1 Secretary of Wai',
oo+ His Exce]lency Tuonas B . S

rida,

. " ’ . s ———
o From the Governgp of Florida 1o ¢pe Pr

, Tallakassee, Septe:ﬁber >’5,> ,{ P
- .

RS " 'To His Exc‘g‘llenéy Mritiagp Fritagopy,

. . Presidex_)t of the United Btates : IR
Sir—As Gen. Twiggs, tha vommanding o, of the Uniteq
, Statés-f‘orce, in Florida, g failed 14 farnish ‘me with any’fai -
_tion with regard to hjg Begotiationg and Operationg

of the Seminole tribe of Indians ye; rem; in’
“ing received
- relary of*-W;

emainip

0 These



¥ : iining (his né'cossa_ry information, as woll as /l}m
*s wllimate determinalion of the General Government, on the subjectol
F - their Temoval to the West, agreeably to treaty stipulations; to be By
25 mé"commuhicated to the (eneral Assembly of this State, at its bienw: - -
.- nial’séssion in November next, - - - SR
L' “Thisisa sabject of vital importance
one which is '=creating ‘great excitemen
to the Indian fRontier, y
v;  lust year, were the cause of breaking up and dispersing all the set.
" Uements on the Indian frontier of this State, and produced a state of
L5 distress and suffering amongst the defenceless inhabitants which beg. -
- gars description ; of which the United States awthorities were advised.. -
f - In a’letter from General_Twiggs to Lieutenant Colonel Freeman,
¥ Assistant Adjutant General, dated at Tapa Bay, September 1, 1849,
E - published in the Report of the Secretary of War in December last, -
" he'says : « The panic is not less complete among the inhabitants’;
% all industrial pursuits have ceused. The settlers, flying from thejr”
e farr_n_s, are on this coast and East Florida,

1o the peaple of Florida; ad

forted. as fur north as Fort -
* King:; and from a report of Col. Smith, received on the 3:st altimo, R
7there ¥emains but one single person south of New Smyrna on the 7 ¢
E

"/ eastern’ shore, - There seems to be a general determination not o’
g5 return until the Indians are removed.”, When, however, a force of
¢~ United- Stares ‘troops was stationed on the exposed frontier, sufficient..
% 31y strong to insure .protection, and inspire confidence, the routed jn-,
‘- “habitants returned to their homes and occypations, under thé assy.
1 'l'anc_e.that the administration had determined on the speedy removal
. of the Indians., In a joint letter fiom the Secrelary of War and the .
. Interior to Gen. Twiggs and M. Spencer, the Fudian Sub-Agent at .
« Tampa- Bay, dated 17th September, 140, they say, «Ia every as.. %
= Ppeet of ‘the -eondition of the Iudian, so long as he remainsin Florida, . T
-«;iﬁhis speédy femoval to the West appears desirable and Hecessary.— o "
‘.'E'l‘he"admin_istralio'n, being thes impréssed, have concluded that their, A i
#'vemoval, voluntary or forcible, is to be effscted, and this Purpose, -
s - 2part from other considerations, should he regarded as more binding:,
k- on the Government; hecause of an obligation arising under a treaty,
¥ :the execution of which does not admit of farther pbstponement.”-—_
g And Mr, Secretary Crawlord, in a letter to Gen. Twiggs, dated 21st,
—.?Septemher, says: « To Captain Casey yon will please to communi-
< eate that the Government properly appreciates lhis meritorious con- .
uc"il_xj"ogening‘ conf¥rences with the Indians, whereby they are per
£ witted (0 select between a peaceable or a foreible rersoval from Flori.*
: their partial or entire exter.
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| da,ior whit may be more disagreeable,
& ﬁl'lin,'aliogl..”_ . S L L ,
. This policy, as determined on by the administration, it is° hoped, .
S has not ‘been abandoned.. The Indians have not heen removed, and’
4 k3 largb portion of the Uniled Srates troops, it is understood, have -

E heen withdrawn from thé protection, of the frontier gettlements, but- o
e-of which I have-yat received no official information, This statelof:
: things has. again caused great disquietude and alarm among. the set.
~ T - S ' L e
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.. will serve to show to your. Excellency the state of feeling which’ :
“vails in that section of the State ;-and similar resolutidig%’,hayé;be'en o
“adopted by the “people of Benton and other adjacent counties. Bus '
L& Tecent -occurrence on the line of Benton and Orange Counties, of -+ ¥
tli'g;pfob'able maurder or abduction! by the Indians, of an orphan boy’
~living in the family of Mr. Jesse C. Sumuer, will have a tendency
- to create great agitation and alarm, and may lead to another break. ..}
" ing up of the settlements on the Indian berder. 1 have received seve-’ s,
‘ral letters from gentlemen residing in that neighborhosed, detailing
~“the circumstances of this aflair, a copy of one of which, from ¥.

M. Durance, Esg, I have enclosed.

v

S

" Fhe people of Florida will not he satisfied with any thing shor‘t of'fj"» :

o

a. speedy and entire removal of the Indians fromr the State. It is im-+"

* possible that they can ever live in peace and guietude_as neighbors, .7 ;
“The General Government has solemnly stipulated for their removal.
"The public lands have been purchased and seitled with this express .

. anderstanding. Humanity, on behalf of the people of the Border-,
. settlements, cries aloud for the removal of the Indians—the pfﬁéﬁéri-\’:' 3
. ty'of the State demands it. o o
- I would beg particularly to refer your Escellency to my letter ton

General Taylor, dated 291h November, 1849, upon this subject, and’

_my letters to the Secretary of War, of January 3d and 'Ma_rgh'_26lh'. ,/ .

‘of thig present year. - , IS 4
" Believing that your Excellency will give o this subject your early a2
and serious attention, I am, with sentiments of the highest respect
" and consideration, your most obedient servant, T

Trom the Secretary of War to the Goyerner of Florida. -~
w . ' : . War DEPARTMENT, . %
o Washington, October 7, 1850.
.7 Sir,—Your letter of the 5th ult. to the President bas, togethery. 4
[ with dts enclosures, been. réferred to this Department, and 1 al_ri"di-f;. .
-~ rected to make the following reply : St e

" The President has no intention whatever of abandoning the policy ™ g
. of his predecessor, in regard to the removal of the Indians. ~On the
contrary, his attention has been constantly an%earnestly d;u'ecte,d 10<
a

~ wards the best mode of effecting their remov > at as early a period;
. as prﬁcﬁcable. Whether that object can be best and sqb_nes{ altain,
* ed by the’ employment of military force is, to say the least, ©%-
| trefmely doubttful. The number of Indian men now i1 Florida, is s+
timated ot to exceed one hundred. 'The’ externiinatjon, or forcible,
“expulsion from the territory of this small remnant, could notbe ¢y
* focted without.a loss of life, and an expenditure of money, vastly di
Eﬁgportiohéd__} 6 their nambers.. Undet these circomstances, policy
well as humanity would seem to require that, so long as 1 Indiary
semain quiet, hqu,ililics should not be rengwed by us. s 7

tlgrs,on _t’bb‘frbntigr.ﬂ The enclosed co[;y of apreamb]e .V_"and;nl;é"sol'g_é." i }. '
dions adopted by a convention of the people of Hillsborough County, | .28
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ST ynputable to thern, niothing has sigce oceurred, to induce a conuary '

% posed’; and will recollect that ro other State has had greater efforts .

i sucnleen )cmQ nol: only lhe “ mconvcmulce,” but the Outldg(.a and

As the on! ly dét of hoshhly commltted by them for many ye'lrs was
(hsa»{owed by the tribe, and those concerned in it were either killed
ot surrendered to Gen. Twiggs, the hope was entertamed that they
ere z}:t lenglh convmced of the necesstty of 1emammg at peace  With
e whiles. ‘

Unless ikie disappearance of the youth referred to in your letter, i

-belief.  Nevertheless lnbtxuctlons, verbal and written, have Leen
én to’ the agent residing among them, to impress upon their minds
necessity of their removal at no distant day. "The gemleman
o, discharges the dulies of agent; is said to have some influence
veér them, and has been directed to endeavor, by every possible
.'means, to cultivate their guod will, so as to augment this influence,
‘and give weight to his counsels. A copy of a Telter recently address-
ed to him on this subject is herewith enclosed. .
;Should hig efforts, aided by the-presence of a sufficient number of
s tlonps to overawe them, and protect the inhabitants in their vicinity, -
prove unsuccessful, other meuns will be employed; and when all
“other ‘modes of cffecting the olject have been tried and found mel- ]
Sfectpal, foree, if necessary, ‘will be resorted to, -
In the tmeantime, it is hoped‘ that the citizens of Florida will bear -
pauence those inconveniences arising from the proximity of In.
dians; to which every State in the Umon has, in its turn,, been_ ex.’

made, or more money expended for its protectiou acamst the Iudlans
than Florida.

As regards the youlh, whose disappearanee .has exclted 50. much o
amlety d.l]d alorm, instructions have been given to the agent to cause .,
the strictest. investigation to be made, as to whether he was killed or ’

" caplured by the Indians, aud to report the result to this Department.
-It'is proper for me to add, in conclusion, that no orders have been -
-given for the withdrawal of any portion of the troops assigned for . :
}he plotecuon of the Florida frontier. . e
- With the hlbhest C()l]aldelall()l'l of respect, your yery obedient ser. -. . o
ant, - : -C. M. CONRAD, Becretary of Wal
HIS Excellency "Tros. LROW\' Tallahassee, Floridu. e

me the Governor of F loudu to the Secretary o? War. o
EXLCUTIVL DEpARTMENT, I‘LomDA, '
LT T . Tallehassee, October 22, 1830." % "
To,' he Hon. C M. Connrap, Secretary of War, &c.:
it,—1 have the lionor to aclmowlecl% the receipt of your letiér of". .
the"7th inst., and readily agree in the views ‘of the Pu,eldem that.
“ poh(,y as well as humaml_y” would dictate the propr iety of endeav.
oring accompllah the removal of the remnant of Seminole Indldns
Eem'uumcr in Florida, by, pLaceable, rather than forgible measures; .
. hut thele isa pointat which that policy should cease, and I thmk th'u
point, has been reached. The people of Florida have borie, for




lévastations of these murderous and treacherous savages, whe
.spared nejther age nor sex. The Uhited States stipulaled by irea
“for their removal from Florida in 1833, and the public Iangi)rngw,q,
to our citizens with this understanding ; and the present fron.
- tier inhabitants were actually invited by the General Government to.
- settle on the public'lands on the Indian. borders, with the solemn as.
surance of protection, and a speedy removal of their savage nejgh:
bors ; so. that the people of Florida oceupy @ very diffsrent Rosition,
- in regard to the Indians within their borders, from the other States"
of this Union. And in regard to the large amount of “ mongy ex-~
- pended” in unsuceessful efforts for their removal, it is" believed to be
» - attributable to the policy pursued on the part of the (zeneral Gover
». ment, in sending large forces of regular troops—aunsuited to such ser- .
" vice—to hunt Indiaus in the swamps and wilds of Florida ;- whilst a
much smaller and cheaper force could have been easily obtained—— .

. well acquainted with the country, and such service, and would have. . "%
' ' SRR N

- -been more effective, and less expensive. T
You inform me that “ no orders have been given for the withdrawal . -
-of any portion of the troops assigued for the protection of the Flori-*;
“da frontier.” Having been fuivored with no communications from
. the commanding General in. Floridz, in regard to his operalions with.
.-the Indians, I am without information resyecting the force “ assigned »
for the protection of the Florida frontier ;” but the information which -
L have received frem other and various sources, upon which I canyé- .=
1y, is, that troops have been withdrawn from the protection of the
frontier, and that the inhabitants are in a state of. great excitement

“and alatm, from the fact that they do not consider that they have.any

'~_.proteclion, and which, I fear, 'may lead to an interruption. of the ... 7

policy which the President is desirous of maintaining. I enclose
you copies of two letters received from gentlemen in that region of .
" the country, which may serve to show the condition of the people, . .
"and afford some information to the Department proper to be known...
. -These gentlemen are highly respectable, and their statements may
" - be relied upon. ' ' Co -

“

T am, with the highest consideration of respeet, your. very‘(:)bediéna e

. servant, &c. - :
. .

—_—

L THOS. BROW
" Seminoles m,ﬁorida. .

“From the Special Indian Ageil_t to the Governor of Florida.' - 3 ‘7
- Taxra Bav, FLoriDa, 2, .
November 6, 1850, .

'Sir: I have the honor to inform: you that I am acting, under the ., +' )

“instructions of the War Department, as Agent for the Florida Indians, '
‘and that it is my duty to do all in my power to keep them quiet and
-.within their limits, until they consent to accept the liberal termsof- .., .~

fered to induce them to emigrate peaceably, or until the General G -

enment decides on their forcible expulsion.
5 T, . - E




"“All but & parly of ahout twenty warriors—outlaws-under Fcho.
Emathla-choplo—are, and havebeen, .within their limitsyand I-hope
~ that this:party will be found w '

" by the chiefs and he '
7. mer’s in ‘August lust, was taken by Indi
?_" the’ head chiéf has promised to do his
. pl‘isqpel's, whenever we are

©

ans, this party took him ; and-

utmost to.deliver them up as”

satistied that they tool or killed the b X

= lam'now engaged in collecting testimony in relation to this subject.”

. Itaffords me pleasure to say, that the.principal chiefs are anxivus o .

avoid a war, and that I am not without hopes that they will remove. - -
1o the West, under the liberal

. fail'to communicate to your Excellency any intelligence en this sub-

Ject which may be of sufficient interest. » -

" = *With great consideration, your .very obedient servant,

JOHN C. CASEY, -
and Special Indian Agent

¥

‘_-Caplainf United States Army,
* » His Excellency Tuonas Brown,

g G@vernar, Tallaliassee, Florida;

[

o .%. Letter from tﬁe'President of the Union Bank. ',

: . Uxion Baxk or Frorma, October 31, 1850;

: —¥ bave the honor herewith to hand.you a list of such stock-
g . hodlers as, by charter, are eligible to the office of directors,
‘7" At each previous session of the le
Y. was furnished to the Governor

gislalive body a similar list
, but although the 16th section.of th
charter.directs that “there shall be annually appointed on -tle part-
. of the:Territory {now State) five directors, which-appojntment shall

be made previous to the fourth Monday in January, in every year,”
. Yyet since he organization of the State government no direciors, on.< -
“ us'part;have been appointed. May I take the liberty respecifully :
i 10 suggest that said clause of the charter should be repenled, if .11
- be the intention of the Legislature that it shall not be executed. - -
4, . - 'I'his institation has long since. ceased to perform the functions of
. a bank of discount and circulation, and has coufined itself 10 wind
9 ing up and settling its affairs.

v
o

Under these circumstances the num
Ler of directors required by the charter is unnécessary, and ma
" with advantage be reduced to five, any three of whom‘should,qon
stitute a board for.the transaction of business! There is, moreover,
7- in the Counstitution of the State, a disfranchisement of bank direc-’
™ tors; which creales an unwillingness to 'servg'in that character'on
- the part of stocklolders, who, (rom their position in socicty, would-
., nawrally be selécted for the office. . The effect of this canse seems.:
. twhreder o' reduction of the nymber of directors absolutely necessary.
na- communicatiop to_your predecessor, dated 2d December, -
1846, 1 said that« lhé\‘Uniqp'Baﬂnk_of Florida will pro_|11plT)", accepn.
‘2 such alteration of i charter as -will surrender ils bi_lll_]_iillg'l)rl\fi.l_eges'
. —rélaining only i porate ,_chuvrupler.fpd' the moye conveniently -
" winding up its. e ff: Lo - ol -

' he!:'

£

e

ithin the limits or capl_uréd»- beforelong, - y
nd head men. If the white hoy, stolen from Mr, Sum.

oflers of the Government.- 1 shall not© +~
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hf i s ~‘The;r.et—gn’t»inn_ of its; corporate _'c::bnrz}c_,t‘e,r‘"irs'tdgemgd ‘essential to~ %
B “n0 that'objeet. - Undor the expectation that it might becoiiie expedient . g
i 10 place the institution in the hands of trustees, I, 'mqny—y"e'}’lrsj;‘?‘,é‘éif,' :
:‘:J ' ‘wrote.for and obtained, copies of trust ’det_ads u.nd.er whlch -fﬁahksi__ in* -

f f“ New-York and in Philadelphia had gone into liquidation ; .but Lwag® -
f - dvised that, for the purpose of winding up its affuirs, the bank-ought = .

E y . 1 o

ain its corporate character ;. for that the skill of the most-emi- b

egal edunsel had failed to draft a trust deed, which would meet -3

: s 5 and that, as a consequence, the trastees were constantly -

ﬂﬁd"ﬂt great cxpense, involved in chancery suits. RV
T Very respecifully, ‘

P JOHN G. GAMBLE, Presideit.
‘His: Excellency, Tuosxas Brown, Governor of Florida.

Ty * . —_— '

'v,Corxr'espofuieﬁce upon the B_bundary' Que%tiqn.‘

From thc.rGovcrnor of Florlida to the Gov¢1‘hor of Gveoi'g"in';-:-
. SR -Execurive DeparTMENT, 7
Tallghassee, Nov. 27, 1849;

- . L . [ E:

Tlis Excellency G. W. Towns, Governor of Georgia: et

‘Sir~~Tt was' with feelings of the most sincere regret, [observed . - elE
in your recent message to the Legislature of Georgia, that: your’ %88
Excellency characterizes the action of the General Assembly of My

Florida, in regard 10 the resolutions adopted by that body. at iis Jasc -l
Zsession, on the subject of the disputed boundary between. thertwo -
Staies, ** as discourteous” to the authorities. of Guorgia... Beligvipg = |«
‘thav thére c8uld have existed no just grounds for such a'cbiarge, 1 ., .4«
have'examined the published proceedings of our Legislatyre'on that _
subject; and I cannot refrain from the expression of my'just-sur--. % "
prise, that your Excellency should. have for one moment. labored i
“under such an-impression, and that you should have made so ‘grave ™ “i[ )
‘d ehargo against the Géneral Assembly of this State, for a cduse >} 7
ssainle justifying it; for on the contrary, the strongest desire iz @ -
manifested on the part of the General Assembly of Floridi“to al-
rd every facility for the settlement of the controversy between'the -~ & .
-States; and to meet our elder sister of Georgia. in a'spirit of « .
nity: and reciprocity, e
On- ilie first day of the session of the last General Assembly of - * . §
Florida, my predecessor, Gov. MoszLEy, in-his annual message, . A
:Yrought to the consideration of the representatives of the people, e
the unsettled question .of boundary between the two. ‘Stdtes, and %
says: “'The last General Assembly of. Georgia adopted a report * .
“*“and resolutions, which I herewith transmit, accompanied by e
T leile'r-(iq ‘that subject -from his Excellency, the Governor,-of thatat "y
“-State, in which it is proposed (apon ceriain agreed terms)io sube ¢ e
' mit-the question 1 .the Supreme Court of the United ‘States;”)
which ‘report ‘concludeg. with these words ; “-Your comumitter, s

o




_ % shus recommendjng a mode for the adjustmen ‘of this. long stand- ‘
% jng -controyersy, would by no- mieans limit the discretion of the | .0
&,,_Ex‘ec_f'] ve as to the points or questions submitted, with’the“con= -
¢ currence.of Florida, to the decision of the Supreme Court. We. '

recommend that the Governor take any and all such steps to closa .

"+ 1his controversy in an amicable manner as hisjudgment may-dic-".

s tate 3 and@ith a view of furnishing to our sister ‘Georgiathe.evi-~ .
% dence of our leelings in this matter, be it resolved that.the Gov-
». & ernor be requested to transmit to the Governor of Florida a-copy =

* #¢ of this report and resolutions.” : T

" This-report and the accompanying documents were referred’to - °

~the appropriate committees in both housos of the General Assem-.

hly, and, alter full examination and due deliberation, the commiitee .

" of the Senate made a report, with the resolutions to_which your
Excellency refers ; and which direct the Attorney General of this.
Stite, as the most practicable mode of bringing the. question befora’ -
‘the tribunal proposed and desired by Georgia, to fite a bill in.the .
Supreme Court of the United States, ** to confirm and. quiet . the:
boundary line between the State of Florida and the State of Geor-'
gia ;” and in this report they say: * Your committes have no ob-
*¢jection l0'an agreed case, as recommended by the report of the !

« Jegislature -of Georgia, if such a course is thought advisgble by " "

- the Executive of this State. 'They would suggest, however, that

i much time and consequent delay might arise, if such a course '

« should be adopted, and perhaps a second failure. Your committees ..

doubt ‘whether the Supreme Court would 1ake cognizance of an,
agreed case, knowing that all courts are reluciant to-entertainany .

. % cause, unless brought before them by due course of law.”

. 'This _course was'deemed by the Legislature of Florida, not only
_as Tespectful to the State of Georgia, but as responsive 10 the ac.’

4 tion of that State. No doubt was entertained in respect to the ju-

". risdiction of the Supreme Court of -such cases, but it was-thought

" ihat the most sure and speedy way to obtain a decision of the -~

; (illesfion, would be by bringing it properly and fairly before the .

eourt. And aecordingly thre Attorney’ General of this State pro-

" ceeded to the city of Washington last spring, for the: purpose of dis-
“charging the dulyimposed upon him l?y the res_()luuong;offglhe Gene
‘yal Assembly of .this State. ‘The bill was prepared, and;the case.

. left under the care and management of the assistant counsel au-
"thorized to be employed by ihe resolutions, apd .who, ivis presumed,

. will.have it ready for the action of the next gession” of the Supreme
" Court, should the answer of the State of Georgia be filed in :limg;,
“for the consideration of the ‘court, 10 which both parties desire the

..merits of the controversy to be submitted, for a final decree”and
‘setlement. . . - R
‘Thinking it highly probable that your Excellency has'never scea
the report of the commiuee of. the Scnate, accompanying the rese
lutions’ ?dopted} by the, Qcpe‘ml Asscifibly of:_I*Tlol'iQu? [ have for

v f




XL el e T L )
w}:';‘f'dedrg_;cbpy_(with this letter) of the Journal of the Senate;.whers
the whole proceedings may be known, and to which T beg- to. call
* _your attention, but pasticularly to the report of the’ commitieé, which
- will be found at "page 123 ; and I respectfully request that your - §
-Excellency transmit the same, with this commpnication to the Gene+™
“ral Avsembly of your Siate, thit Florida may be vindicated against
- the charge of discourtesy towards her sister State of @eorgia.-And
"1.bep, on behalf of the General Assembly of Florida; 0 -disavow
& any antentions of discourtesy towards her sister State of Georgia, .
or any of her public authorities, and to assure your Excellency of -
-~ 1he most sincere desire on the part-of the public autherities of this -
"+ 'Siate to cuwltivate and maintain the most amicable and friendly re-
-lations with the State of Georgia, as our neighbor and elder sister
R ‘in the confederation. - : I
-+ . ..And I beg your Excellency te accept the assurance of my higt
consideration and respect. e
[ ' S THOS. BROWN. -
o From the Governor of Georgia to the Governor of Florida. S }
Execurive DEPARTMENT, ) = v ..
, Milledgeville, 6th December, 1849. i 5
" Sir:=] have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 7" 'K
““mmunication of the 27th ult,, a copy of which, with this reply and [
- the report referred to.by you, will be laid before the General’Ass '3
sembly, now in session. . Cewo
-« - Your Excellency may rest assured that your feelings of regret at ;
. % -'my having characterized the action of the General Assembly Of‘;:*‘l"y ]
+7 ', Florida, in regard to the resolutions adopted by that body at itsJast *,-*- 43
; session, on the subject of the dispuied boundary between the Statess
. as “discourtecus” to the authorities of Georgia, could not be more
" sincere than ke conviction of duty felt by myself, which impelled
"-me (o say all that was communicated in my late message on that
" subject; nor will it, I apprekend, be thought remarkable by you that
"» ' 1 should have expressed the opinion I did of the characier of the .
< legislation of Florida, when reminded that the report of the commit: . *
ee of your- Legislature, accompanying the resolutions adopted, wag::-",
niot furuished me by your predecessor, or any information given of
{he.existence of any such document, until politely furnished by you
in a:copy of the Journuls, which came to hand a few days since.
" Had Governor Moseley transmitted the report with the resolu-
Xions, I am not prepared lo say I should have regarded the action‘of
'your-late Legislature as “discourteous” to the authorities of Georgia, * -
“while I could but have lamented that Florida had determined o the:
tourse pointed out in.the resolutions. It is with great —plegsure;}
find that your Legislature, by their report, recognized *the kind and - -
- libetal sentiments expressed in-the. communications received -from -~
the authoritics of Georgia,” and expressed the “desire that the friend- ' -
.1y relilicns subsisting between the two States, whose interests 1a - -
‘dther respects are so closely allied, may continde uniuterrupted.”

‘
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2in 1o ook to Lhe resslutions, u‘r'\a"t:_cﬁn‘ap',a nié_rj bv the ™
Feport, for seauments $o editable;to your Legislatiire, and.so highly
R . appreciated by me; nbris it)_bdi’evedlhaulhe=u:pparen‘tih'u’rshpes&,

Ahought by me to be indicated"in the resolutions, was reljeved by
3 thing couained: in . Gev. Moseley's letiot .the th February .
L Aasty which accempanied the resolitien. Tn that “letwer your prede- .
" cessirsays: ‘gThe General Assembly have theught proper-to pass -
; J'(:»_s,olulviqns.louéhlng the subject. matter in:conlroversy, authorizi
and’réquiring the Attorney General of this State to file a 'bidl
3+ Supreffle Court of the United Siates, tazconfirm and quiet thie-
dary line between the States of Florida and Georgia——a 'copy'
%liese'rés,ol-glions is’herewith enclosed. - Your ExceHency will. per-"
"4 ceivethatunless Georgia is willing 10 setile this'question by agte
K. in“j',f to adopt the line for which Florida centends, as the true-lineaf - -
' boundary, [ am not authorized to take any further steps-towards its .
settiement. If, however, the State of . Georgia should umanifesta
williugness to concede the lire claimed by -Florida, I apprehend-it .
: would suill be. cempetent to the Executive of this State to arrange;,
e the question-at issuve, in accordance to the claims -lieretofure a
.. .vanced, and as yel net receded [rom-by Florida. Should Georgia N
B - nolgive her assent to such arrangement and setilement of the-ques-,
5 i thelcase will be taken 10 the Sepréme Court, in obedienés o
resolutions of the General Assemblyr” . - e
) £’ reorgia had been “kind and liberal” in the sentiments express-
y " ed through the report of her Legislature and Executive, was it “kind -
‘and-liberal” on the partof your Legislature to.respond-by the adop- .
i tlon c;[_f-tesollllions ordering the Atiorney General of your. State te.. 7 -
a insﬁ;d;e:.d.s'&-it’again'st her in the Supreme Court of the Unied .-
< ,Btates, for the purpose apparently of securing a righv avronglelly

a0 :w‘_ithl_lelﬂ' by this State 1, - T . S
» ;. For. Georgia 1o have been “kingd and liberal” in her sentiments to
N Florida,-and 1o be made thereby the unwilling -and reluctant party
§ " %0°a suitinlaw og proceeding in equity, involves a confusion of ideas -~
¥ go:me irréconcilable witli the' dure appreciation on the part -of your’ "
'Leéislamre, of the treatment o'f.Georgia to their State: I-‘dog_bi*h_ot
- your Excellency will agree with me. thas there was. but:little ‘if,:
} Gov. Mossley’s leiter of February last, that was conciliatory
" . character, or in the least calculated to Temove the deep ithpre si0
. left-upon my mind by locking to the resolations di‘scorlnqug m
" the report. It is trae he informed- me that unless Georgia is:wil-
ingto seutle the questien by the adoption of the line for which Flo<
*.1ida contends, he was.not authorized *'totake any furthersteps towards
#s settlement” It is.also true that he made the suggestion if Geor.
'é'a;';\ydgl'ld-.-cbhc'qde,all Florida e:gactgd-in regard to.ALhe,Lrue‘l_ine‘; it
weuld still be competent,. he apprehe.ndgd, l"o_r hlm.l(‘)‘sellle-'t'he;cou
woversyswithout a law-suitj but while a- doubt in reference. 1o 1hi
. nirly- deduciole; he seemed quite explicit and.clear thdt**should

Ge rgia not give hér assent 10 ’sqc’h an airangement and seulement

i [
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he question, the case would ‘béitaken to the Supreme Ci
ebedience 10 the. resolutions”.before’ alluded. to: it
" ‘mentary by Gov. Moseley on the résolutions, T’
the-Legislature of .this State, to make a cise involving, e
“fagts for the decision -of the Supreme Court, was not_metin that '
spirit,; which, T hope, may ever characterize the intercourse’betwet

(13

thé.stwo_.States. - - ’he -mode proposed by the e ",slature’ of

Stalc was, sapposed to be more congenial to- the feelings,
mote’in harmony with, the avowed friendship existing between- th
horities and people of the two States. Moreover, the Iixecutive
‘of Georgia was fully authorized, should ihis mode not meet the. ..
‘views.of the Governor of Florida, to adopt any other that eould. be |
- ‘agreed upon. In view of all these considerations, I am free to ad-
“mit I was not prepared for the notice, that Georgia had to'submit 10
the. terms of setllement proposed by Florida, or otherwise a_suig
- would be instituted. : : o . T
-." 3Haying frankly stated to you the grounds upen which. my ok )
7

'fé.]_t': that the offer o
he whole, -

¥

’ ll)‘ls{

ae

-.opinion was formed, in reference to the action of your legislaure, I HEREN

- hope you will perceive in it a sufficient vindication for the applica- =~ &+
~tion of the terin « discourtesns”—which-you will pardon me fo‘r‘,_ ;
"-sdyigg, would not likely have been used, but for the omission of -
~your predecessor to {urnish me with the report of your legislature, _ -
-explanatory of the object of the-resolutions. Therefore, wrha‘tgverl:‘_:v
~of, pain or regret is felt, either by you or myself, for the expres )
- of the opinion contained in my late message to the legislature, i
p\",ppgr.lysat,!,ribulable to that source, which failed to place in my pos- , 5
. session the entire documents, necessary o a correct widerstanding ™
" .of the feeling by which your legislaiure was actuated. T
" Allow me, in conclusion, i0 suggest, that, if despatch was the
" object of your legislature by filing a bill, T am strongly inclined 1o
- think it will not be realized—as nearly twelve months have elapsed <. ..
" since the adoption of the resolutions by your legislature, and up to 7
" this, moment the only information of the existence of a proceeding - '
in equity being commenced, is contained in your late letter. Whether,
the,irue interests of the two States would not be promoted by a far- = .-
ther effort-at negotistion, is not formally presented for your consid- ;.

|

LA
:i"l —while at the same time, it is believed to be a questign of L ]
) i" : - elicate importance, that it should claim due consideration from:
l’;ﬂ the. guthorities of each of the States, with the sincere desire that - 4
ﬁ “justice may be awarded to our respeciive States in the adjusiment !
in&‘.;\- _ of .this controversy, and that the bouds of amityand f"ieﬂd,Shi._p‘f}’lay "

SR become stronger in every stage of its progress. = . RO R o

Your Excellency will believe me, with much consideration and , 3, *
vespect, to be your obedient servant, - N .

e -

S - GEO. W. TOWNS." ¢
“ T His Excellency Tnonas Brown, Tullahassee, Flofida.
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S - GEO. W. TOWNS." ¢
“ T His Excellency Tnonas Brown, Tullahassee, Flofida.
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¢ o s : Tallahassee, December 18,-1849. 2
S To Hls Exceller\y Gro. W. Towns, Governor of. Georgla'
Sir,~I have the honor to acknowle(]«-e the rgceipt of you
cellencys commnnlcatmn of the 6th instant, in reply to mine
ult. * 1 am happy to. find, as'I cnnjeuured that you“had
: eport ‘of the commitiee of the Senate, accompanylngrthe
" resolutlo s.of this State, of which vou complamed as harsh and’

mbly on lhe ~,ubject and I am. smcelelv gratlﬁed to find
1a, are’ fully satlsﬁed that no such feeliags had influenced th

3 i 19 lae regretied that any thmg should have occurred in'vegard to'this
‘ o que 'uon of disputed boundary, .whuh should have caused a misun+
o ,

dency' to mt.ennpl the neuou.uwm pending, and prevent a speedy
. .and happy adjustment of this controversy. Aundl now assure your:

.( Wllhm my power and '1ulh0||ty to settle and quiet {orever this-boun-:
& dary quesnon and remove this source of discerd ; which is admit:
"*led by both part|e° to be ina pecumzny pomlof view, of no inlrir

3 w1Lh 1npumty, de where crimes are perpelraled shocklng to’ hu-
@ . manity, and disgryceflul to this enlightened and civilized age. =»
BN Your Exce'lency says: * Whether the true interests of the two’

" that it should claim due consldemuun {rom the authorities of ea
- of ihe Slgnes L)
T assure your Excellency,’ that 1 will, at any and all times, most
"cordldlly entertain, and consider promp&ly any propesition. whick
. youi, of the .mthormes of Georgia, may think proper to make, touch

\

5'- b LInga ‘speedy and final settlement of this guestion. Flondd is not”
1; P\OPEI ‘the complainant in this case. She claims nothing fromr
: Georul she does not consider that she has forced Georgia, as an

unw" ling and reluctant party, 10 a suit in law, or ploceedmus in

~withheld” “She has only responded to an appeal made on the part
Of Georgxa to submit this quesuon to the .Supncme Court of the
nlled States.

.;'; “ dlscourteous " and which alone e\pressed the views of the ‘Gene-

aulh_ rmes of this State, in the course adopted. Tt is, nevertheless, -

.z, E%cellency, at the threshold of my administration of the Executive :
:; “duti¢s of this Stdte, of the most sincere.desire on my part to brigh- 7"
ten the chain of friendly intercourse, which happily binds the in-
.terests of the two States; and to use and enforce all the means

. JéStates would not be promoted by a further effort at negotiation, is -
- not fm'mal?y presented for your consideration—while. at the same
‘imé, 1t is-believed to be a question of that delicate importance,*

B equlty;fm the purpose apparently of securing a right wrongfully T
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* _.Siates to the -Supreme Court 0

she, committee say = “ It oocurs, 1o, you
eiitertains the same desire. that. is felt by.

SUStatey without Ve
Junite in referring such points o
sagreed upon by the Governors of each

Nt

i§ suggested from the fach, thal cases
. States aré, confided by the Constilution
T bunal” TR -

i ¢ Your committee would rec

gnestion, whetber so. muc
America witli - Spain in 17

-been execuled in pursnance o
% The commitiee of the Florida Legt
~proposition, say : ** 'The fuilure to setile
.gommissioners appointed for that purpo
-ithe necessity of submitting the case 10
‘Ynited - States.
“ gonstituted the proper wribunal 10 1ake
gases. Your commitiee have

“would suggest, howevet, that mue
fmight arise, if such a course shozld
econd fuilure. - Your commiltee doubt’
would take .cognizance of an agreed ¢
~:are Teluctant to, entertain .any cause,
by due process of law.”

‘.5 Here was sufficient power given to

make,
+{ advisable. But why is Georgia onl
: zqh%y'fo the demarcation of the line ?”

+ *['he proper question is,
.. Georgia and Fiorida 7_—and if the a
cannot setile that question,
" States is-the proper iri
* Your legislature say :.

. ’_Zi‘shed'bet\ve_en Georgia anpd’ Spain,i
. of the treaty of 1795, the Governor @

10 open:a correspon

©.. - quest'hig co-gperation by.the appointment of
. in number on the part of both States,

se examination.to be magde for the

- boundary line being marked us speedily as pract
‘to'the, proper enforcement of the criminal and ¢
ounffict with- those of ihe other, she
( f dispule, as- may b

~ decision of the Supreme Court of -the United Stdtes.” T
of dispuled bowiddry betwegn 3

of the Uniiied Siciesio that 175-" 7348
- [ R A T :.-.;
onpmend the é‘ﬂb:m1is-si9ﬁ‘,6'§‘ thetwa ',

f the United States of the abs {
i of the treaty of the Ypited States
05, as provided for”the -ascertainm
and establishment of 2 boundary between Geotgia and ‘Spi
{ the terms of said treaty.”

This, by the constituiion of the United States;is7d

] no particular objection 10 aivagreed casey -
“as recommended-by the reporl of the Legislature of Geo '

course is trought advisable by the Tlzecutive of this Stale:
h trouble and consequen} i

unless brought: before ieny =

with the Governor of Georgia, an agree
‘Supreme Court, * Such absiract questions as may
what is the trae line of bouhdﬁ'{}f‘bél

55

then the Supreme Court of thie
bunal to setile and adjust it for thein
. «1In the event, however,
of that Court, that a boundary has not been ascerlaiy
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dence. with the Governor of Flords
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"=, declaration is, in part, hased. By the treaty of 1795, above'r

r L

-

B

[N
L would
'»342".;
b £

- JE}\;\-\,\\A',IS(](.J_U), and. present tlie whole question, for a full and . fina

I - . - . 1] N . . .

L ClsonL Y - '
N

="y _for holding possession of territory, wh .
i sessed of. Her legislature has declared, in iis report on this.sub-
A aol. ‘

o

V shall be drawn due east to the middle of the river Apalachicola; or

“3t. Calahooche, (Chattahoochee;) thence along the middle thereof; o

e

RUTRCCI , .
4le SE Mary's river, whithAvhen
un_fiomthe head of the
% guiction of abeFlir I Chaualiooclie nivers”
21 woul pectfully. ask, in. a spifit ol jgrave sincerity, 1[4ihis:
buld ot he ilbe very v'né,sLif:u the iwp Staies are now contending
about 2 And-afier the, Supreme Court had ths'décided the absiragt,
- question presented, if we would be any iearer 1o a seitlement ofthe.
stiop ihan we now are? o0 Tl Do
‘Commissioners would contend for-the.south branch’
: Marys, dnd. the commiissioners on “ihe’ part;of. Florida
s ‘rns'ist-l'li;it the centre of lheA Okefonokee swamp i the L
‘\Q‘E',i‘ head of the 'St. Mary's river ;” and again—we should be co
*pelled togo to the Supreme ‘Court of the United States.to settle 1the
guesnon. ‘T'herefore, il this question is'to go to the Supreme Cou
‘o 1he, United States at all, let us be governed by the diciates

,*o,l»mm .
rrer, s us

"~ P

LA

<. Segipgthat Gem'gjn,\_‘vns'lhe first to prapose this mode of settl

zthe ¢g hp_rqvérs§', from a conviction * that'cases of disputed boljjr»
sbetween Siates are confided by the constitution of - the Unit

;-_S‘Ial.e-ér-ll,l';lhm tribupal,” 1 must conless Lam at'a loss"lu-accmin& foi
W her objections o taking up.the whole question : or how your-Ex
“Z.cellency can denominate her the “ unwilling and reluctant. pasty
Puto<a suit in law, or proceedings in equity,” which was proposed;by -
¢ sxlrer own legislature, ; e g
NN {: tlie-objection be, that Florida is made the complaindnt in this
vecase, L will readily yield to the objection ;- for it -certainly places: -
*“her ifi. @ wrong position. She raisés no complaint against Georgia,
jch she is desirous to be pos-.

o -Jeci—=¢ Florida, beheving that the line has long since been -desig:
snated afid fixed, and that no guestion should now arise, cannot sub:
\+, mitito, or acquiesce in, any claim set up to the portion of .country
.3 Iyuig south of the line settled and defined by treaty in 1795. Geor-
o gia-entertaining ‘a different view, urges her claim to a portion of »
v, territory. lying, as your committee Lelieve, within the limns of the

A% Stale of Florida.” " And here are the authorities upon whi

" 1o, id the 2d article, it is provided, that «the southern boundary;of -
+ . .tbe United States, which divides their territory from the Spanish
" colonies of East and West Florida, shall- be designated by a ling”
‘v beginning on the river Mississippi, at the northernmost part of the
.31st degree of latitude, north of the equator, which from thence

its jupction. with .the Flint thience straiglit, to- the head of the St.
* Mary’s river, and ‘thence down tbe middle thereof to the Atlantic *
" And by the 3d article, it is provided, that “one com




B

o4l
il b CooaE
;;i . - f the contricting -\ .
q“ s ndraty according to the wiipulations 72
iy 1. ‘Fhey_shdll'make plats’ and keep:journals ol -
H,a :i‘{ﬁ L " therrzproceed shich ‘shall bé considered as part of ‘ilus '
?Q,,i':':'- by 7 ion; aid Shall have the same . force as'if they were insertéd-therein;’
k2 oL, 0 7 . -And here | will-rémark, that \he’ point designated by Ellica
kel tlia"head- of the St- Mary’s river, in his jouriial, is as firs

+AS \ which the line shell run.from the jun_cl_iqn'of_lhe;'F in

ahoochie rivers, as if the same” had been so declare

#,

cording to the prnrvisions of the third anicle of::the, reaty;f,l’%*_
drew Ellicott ‘'was appointed commissioner on the part,of tt i)
"States, and’ Capt. Stephen Minor “on the part of his Cal i)
ajesty, who, with their surveyors, proceeded upon the. exed tion s S
of “thie  duties, for the performance of which they were -appointed, 5774
and ‘which they discharged, and marked the line, until they reached th
thesjunction of the Flint'and Chanahoochie rivers, when they:were 12

stei in their further progress, by the hostility of the Georgia In:x}
ns. Thew then descended the Apalachicola river, in-boats,, :
Galfy and. c':(_)aslled round the Pepinsula to the mouth of:.
St.<Maty's river, which they ascended to rear the .Okeforiokes 5,
swamp, where their farther progress was. obstructed by logs and ;
drift wood. - ‘They then landed, and Mr. Ellicott in his journal says : &
+:QOn the 26th, (February, 1800,) Captain-Mioor, his Catholic. Maj- .

esty’s, Commissionier, and myself, with a party -of - laborers, went -

0 thé" swamp, and the day following, bad a mound of earth thrown .

“%up,on the west side of the main outlet, and as near 1o the edge of ¢
the' swamp, as we could advance on account of the water3’ {

: and &4
in_his “Notes of Observations, he says: * From plate VIII, upon .y

i |'\‘,‘»- whichi the above traverse is laid down, it may be seen ‘that the :
E‘{%I o Tiver St. Marys is formed by the water drawing owt of the Okefono- <
]31‘?;’#1 I +Jige ‘swamp, along several marshes or small swamps, which join into - =
it bl ne;-and form or constitute the main branch or body of the river.—avt:, . A
t' \ The principal or largest of those swamps, or drains, is the most s X7

astetly one, and in which the cuarrént is. the most . visible: . This 4
marsh, or drain, is crossed by the last course of the traverse, which-’
_“"terminates at the mound B.  From this mound, northeasterly into ¥,
. the swamp; the water has’but liitle, if any, perceptible current.— .i!
The: sourcé of the.river is, therefore, in an indeterminate space.; ...
“and no specific point could be fixed on, as the swamp is atall times , . “:
Imost. impenetrable, and at this season of the year absolutely s0," v\~
without immense labor and expense. It'was, therefore, agreed that i
hé- termination of a line, supposed to be drawi north 45 degre 8 .
ast ‘640 perches-from the mound B, should be taken as a’poliit 10 :

£

e e e

"o

of ‘ear which; a line should be drawn from the: mouth"of

river ;' which line, when driwn, should be final, and conside

. the permanent boundary between the United States and his Cal
“lic Majesty, pravided it passed not less than ore mile north o




.ﬁnal and’ permanent bnundary between th
Umled State and ‘his Calhohc Majesty,” established under the pr(
] renly of 1795 as. recorded in th L

;
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b
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. lnzad in Lhe tredty. of cession of Florida to the United- Smlqs,lm
F';"*"-..18'19 e' 2th article of- Whlch declares that “ihe treaty of limits

: _ ganon of 1795 remains confirmed in all'&nd each one of. itg-;

“> 'arlidles] excepting the 2d, 3d, 4th, 21st, and the second clause of
b < lhe 22nd arucle. whlch haumrr been allered b_/ this ir catj, or haun

Y unul the 191h December, 1818, when resoluuons were adopted b
F yi‘ her’ Leglslature requiring the Govérnor to appaint commissioners:t
- ascerlain thLher Elhcott s Monnd was al lhe head of the St. Mary’s.

uty asswned them and made a repurt. to the Governur,of
X Georg‘la, who, communicating the result 10 the Secretary of War-of
' the United -States, by letter ‘dated 3d March, 1819, says: ¢ 'The”
i commissioners have returned and reported that, after a careful ex-
amination, they found the head of .that river (St. Mary’s) to agree
With the Teport made by Mr. Ellicott, and proves, beyond the. poss'
blllty of ‘doubt, that the information received by the Legislature of
. this State relatwe {o that subject was incorrect. 1 fatter myself that
£ “directions ‘will be forwarded to Mr. Lumpkin immediately to, close
o . that-line according to the treaty with Spatn.
Y. 'Theact of Conoress ‘admitting Florida into the Union dec]ares .
F w That the State of Florida shall embrace the Territories of East
. and-West’ Florlda, which, by the treaty of amity, settlement . and
; limits, between " the Umtcd States and Spain, on the 27nd day of
February, 1819, were ceded 1o the United States.”
Thus: Flonda, on her admission into the Umon f'ound her boun-
dary»thh Georgia setiled dnd established by the highest auth
(i ities; and thus she claims to hold it; and to her uexcrhbor and elder
' he says— :
¥ Remave not the ancxent landmark whieh thy faﬂlels have set »
report of the committee of thé-Georgia Legislature says: To
b people of Georgla if. they. considered their claim to the strip. “of
- »termory inany wise doubtful, it would afford great pleasure to yield
' 1ger and respected sister, what she seems to think ne-
Cessary 1o, her, - and which to them. is almost ‘unimportant.” To
JWhlclj G I Moscley replles: «“ Florltla does not urge a.clainy
' 50 5he thml\s it necessary 107




ask hée elderand. respect
aims may he . ".li'sl:|:-u»_r':|_|y-ies'
dddeenied b ngh_p lhrﬂ. ..Flm,uJa: 13 st
permit me 1o ask your Lxcellency and -tlie L
i, 10 Teview in ‘all candor, thris whole ‘questior
erif ihere is not doubi, w0 say lhe-.ver? Jeast of it, in thec
-Géarpia sets up to the “*surip of territary?” which-Floric
i¢s within her limits—or thinking otherwise, let_the . Suf
Court af the United Siates determineit. | S
Under the system of Liennial sessions ddopted in Florid /
as in ,,Géq‘rgiu, there will be no session of the General-Agsembly.
Florida this winte and of course, none for a year 10-¢ 5.
when your legislature adjourns, which is now in session, it wi
twwo-years before there will be another session of your GénerakAy-
sembly—~therelure, if yon are not cloithed with full powers to cluse
" this’ controversy, that the legislature of your'SLz_l_ld mnay. so-inve:
you, I now make the following propositions : R

" First. [ will enterrain and cousider any proposition which your
Excellency may think proper to make to me, having in view a spec-
dy-and amicable settllement and conelasion of the whule question of

N

disputed boundary between ihe 1wo Siates, and will prompily.:
thereon to the extent of my powers and authoriy. Tt
" Secondly. If an amicable and spsedy setlement,_of-this ques-
tion canrot be accomplished, and Georgla would preferto become

| (AR JE ithe plaintiff, and will file her bill at the present term of the-Su- "7 e

| R preme Court of the United States, [ will take upon mysell;t with.s 4;1
LE; -/ draw. the procecdings ordered to be institated. by my predécessors: oA
it ‘and waiving all forms, will put in the-answer on the pait of: Elo) ida | -
3:;| P instanier, so as to obtain a full hearing, and final decisioh of; ]
:;*(4 - “whole question at the present term of the courst. R 3

o : _-Arnd thirdly. T Georgia is not disposed to become the plaiptiff %5

in’ this cause, then let her waive all forms, and’ put in her answer,

" ‘With the assurance of my most profound respect and considera; AT ChFS
ion for yourself, and the General Assembly of Georgia, [ am:your .3
"excellency’s most obedient servant, &c. i

S U — - THOS. BROWN.
_ From e Governor of Georgia to the Governor of Flérida,
ExXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GEﬁ{tGIAg
0 v Milledgeville, J anuary 14,71850
Sir:.I-have .the honor_to acknowledge your .communication ot
18th ult., which reached its desiination. dufing tlie recess taken by
thew Liegistaturg of this State from-20th ult, 16 this day, and doriog.”
lie -most of which thing 1 was absent {rom thie seat. ol goveriueut-'

;1'";; to the bill ordered by my predecessor to be filed, and of which a 23
E i ‘copy will be forwarded you, s6 that a full hearing, and 2 final de- .
S8 cision of the whole question may be had at the present term of the ., w27
:‘i’)_fl L sourt, and thereby quiet all grounds of dissentlon belween the'two .. 4§

I J o ‘States. - ’ oo N S e
i

ey




“¥his ‘statement 'is made {0 ybur
delayiinthis reply. . - .= - . . - .
T It is not ny purpose to enter:upon the arguments presented by
vour Excellency, in-support of the title of Florida to the disputed -
territory between the two States; nor do I feel it necessary to re-

excellency, in explanaiion” of the

other, in reference to the mode, or eflorts made for the adjusiment: .~ <
of this unpleasant coniroversy. Such discussions heretofore, a_l-A
_though greatly elaborated, have led to no practical result—and as - ‘
action rather than argument is now obviously called for by the in-- .
" .torest of -both States—and a willingness manifested in your Excel- ":
lency’s communication to speedily close this question by the adop-
tiori'of an-amicable plan, looking to results, Lerust you will see’in
.my course no want of respect for the arguments contained in“youtr™ -
‘ate letter, or the high source from wheoce it came, o
.. Feeling gratified at the prospect of eatite restoration of amica-
"ble relations between the two States, for which the people of ‘each
~are so much indebted.to your Excellency, T will lose no time, or

© spare any exertion in my power, to perpetuate it, by a speedy and_.- ~;
\ e - R

“just settlement of the whele boundary question. K ‘

_‘ i A-copy of your late letter will be transmitted to the legislature -
i without delay, with the confident hope that,in a few days, the Ex-~
B . ccative of Georgia will be clothed with full power to adjust all

) '~ points of difference (so far as concerns this Siale) between the two

. $tates, in @ manner honorable and satisfactory to both.

h v #5%- And T will take this occasion 1o add, as the prospect of a speedy
o .. adjustment is so encouraging; would it not be advisable that all pro-
3 . ceedings be suspended by your Siate, befora the Supreme Court,

.. antil the action of this Siate is known. o
‘With gieat consideration, I have the honor to be your Excellency’s - =
~ " “ghedient servant, GEO. W, TOWNS.

- His Excellency THos. Brown, Governor of- Florida.

.. From Te Governor of Geaga to the Governor of Tlorida.
T - Executive DErARTMENT, .-
R - Tallahassce, Jauuary 24, 1850. g
To His Excellency Gro. W. Towxs, Governer of Georgia:

-7 Bir,—I have the honor to acl_inowledge the letier of your Ex-
gellency of the 14th instant, which I have just received. o

{ ggree with your Excellency, that prompt action is now more
. *important than elaborite argument—believing that the whole ques: - ."
" tion of booadary has been sufficiently discussed, to be {ully under-.
.stood by both parties interested in.its equitable adjusiment; and 1
“assure your Excellency that it is \v.ith highly gratified leclings;that.
B . Liespond tothe amicable spirit..wluch breathes through your letter;
B . iaspiring confidence that this unpleasant controvdrsy can, and witly-
' be soon bhioyghi toa satisfaclory conclusion, R o
i evidence of my sincere desires on ‘this subjeet, [
I T R

“view the policy or line of conduct heretofore pursued by each to the = 5.
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.7 "lettar, and lament that I have delay

T ‘agrée t between them.

- & your Excellency, that an umpire be selecte

* . mected wilh any commission raised on‘this subject.

t

‘have, without any delay, in accordance ‘with th
" Excellericy, instructed the ‘Attorney’ General ‘of this State  to”sus-
“pend farther
+ filed in the-Supreme Court of the Unhited Stat
to settle  and quiet the question of boundary between the States
~over which.we respectively exercise Execut]
" order goes on to Washington by the same ma
s forwarded to you, . . '
*. ... ‘Whatever may be the action of the le
» the powers. with which they may clothe your Excellency, I will be
found ready, on the part of this State, o respond with prompiitude -
- -and decision, . " : oo
© ., With sentiments of the bighest respect and c
your Excellency’s most obedient servant, - ‘
ST —_— THOS. BROWN. *
- From the Governor of Georgia to the Governor of Florida. - v
. Executive DerarrmENT, GEore1s, )
Milledgerville, February 19, 1850. ; '

PV

. ‘._'—S‘.ir :'.I have the honor .to

with a copy of the resolutions adopted by the Legislature now i
" session. ' Co S e
- You will see that I am vested with {ull power to settlo this con»
trovergy, and I assure your Excellency of my sincere desire to acs
complish’ it with as liule delay as possible.” I, therefore. propose
- -t0_appoint one commissioner on behalf of Georgia; to co-opera
-~ with such commissioner as you may appoint—with. the hope tha
the commissioners may agree upon an umpire, in the event of a'dis

- 'If, however, they should be unable to agree, I now propose to.
d from one of the Gover:*

- -nors of the Southern States—leaving you to name three States

* . the_Governor of one of which shal|- ‘
"~ you prefer it; I will select the three Executives of the South
" Stales, and allow yYou to nominate the umpire.  By.this mod
" speedy and cheap settlement of the whole question is rendered’
_fallibly certain; and I will not permit myself to doubt it will b
" ‘most cheerfully acquiesced in by the people of ihe two States, i
. If a more speedy, just or cheaper mode of setilement can be’suy
- -gested by your Excellency, I hope it will be done. e
"4 am thus urgent, in order to assure your Excellency of my sin-
cere desire to close this controversy honorably and fairly to both
tates. ’ : ' Lo

T will add, thatin selecting a commissioner from Georgia, I shall,
_ .. -endeavor:to secure the services of a gentleman not herelofore couw

e shggeslion,vof:fyoi;r o
and all proceedings in regard to the bill ordered f6'be"
es by my predécessor, - -

Ive authorlty, and that - .
il by which this letter -

gislature of your Stdte; or : N

onsideration, I am

acknowledge the recéipt of your l,a'le_‘-f:»."' '
ed so long in furnishing you .




ney.w

Most respectfully, IR
Co T gy e - (GEO. W TOWNS.
"\ i-'I;fpeHle -Excellency Tros. Brown, Tallahassee, Florida. '
‘.'*' The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was referfed- .
.~ the -‘c’prrespor)denge'belweén the Governor of the State of. Geor- ;™
L 7 ‘gia and the Governor of the State of Florida, relative to the dis- - 3
i _.pq_ted‘boun'dary line between the States, have had the s'ame‘m;

N “der consideration, and. beg leave to submit the following report

The committee are gratified to find in the correspondence ex-:
_ pressions of anxiety on the part of both the Executives, to settle’
ble-and equitable terms ; and to enable themto effect this desirable "
object, recommend that the Executive of Georgia be clothed with . -
full power and authority to settle and adjust, with the authorities L
of Florida; by negotiation, arbitration, or otherwise, all the ‘points "~
" of difference relative to the boundary line between the State of
:  Georgia and the State of Florida, and to this end the commitleé
;' recommend the passage of the following resolutions : . . s
[ ‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Staio .-
i of Georgia in General _Assembly ‘met, That George W. Towng,
f, - Governor of thé State of Georgia, and his successors in office, be
"1 and he is hereby, vested with full power and authorityto make, by -
." negotiation, arbitration, or otherwise, with the State of Florida, a

fill_and -final settlement of all points in dispute, relative lo the R

", boundary line between the State of Georgia and the Siate of Florida.

."\'.:" Resolved, That the committee respectfully recommend, as an ':_‘1
“k'\ equitable mode of settling the said disputed boundary, that the Ex--
<. eculive of each of the iStates shall select one commissioner, and

1,

to’ whom all the points of -difference relative to the said disputed - ;
S f-»'bbuhdary- shall be submitted ; and that the award and ‘decision of . .
77 gaid commissioners shall be final and conclusive, as a full and final ™.~
‘ "-.éénlq_mel‘it“of all points and differences relative to the said disputed

o vy te =t mans

=

i~made to defray the expenses of the same. .

All of which is respectfully submitted. , ' SR
o . 27 JOHN W. ANDERSON, -
o ' S’peal;e'r‘of.the House of Representatives. '
: ' S . W. B. WOFFORD, oo
’ RS -~ Presidentof the Sénate. ..~
S A;t'ést—';l,u"]fﬁn_[: J. Grunw,. Secretary of the Senate. L
Assented 10, 11th February, 1850. " . ST

S L ‘GEO. W. TOWNS, Governor. - =~

- o e

.

and adjust the boundary line between the two States, upon amica- . -

» the two commissioners so selected shall select a third commissioner, .2~

sboundary between the two States, and that an appropriation be-" . ¢ '




© ... SECRETARY ox State’s Orfres
N _']l[illédgebille,"Fe:bruai'),1,8?'.'185'0
I Trereby eertify that. the ahove and foregoing is atr
ihe -‘”()ri'gin;’xl»‘resululions in this office.’ I
Given under my hand and scal of office. .

‘GEO. W. HARRISON, Sesrotary, of; Staidh

Vi . . From the Governor of Florida to the Governor of Georgin. - e
SR . . . Execurive Derirrayent, e
T IEN ’ - Tallahassee, February 28th, 1850.;

*‘His Excellency, G. W, Towns, Governor of Georgia. 7. 20

e

, vesting j
‘bourndary question between o

ur respective States, and giving asst
“ance of your Excellency’s “sincere desire 10 accomplish it with a5.. |
litle: delay as possible ;” and I now assuré your Excellency ofthe
8ame sineere desire on my part ; and, as the best evidetico which .
-can give of my sincerity I will proceed at once, with all frank
0 propose a mode of settling this boundary guestion, =
. - T objeet to your proposition for subjecting this difficalty 1o another
ett of comrs. for arbitration and umpirage, for the following reaso
¢ “I'can ‘see no good cause: for suppasing that anotlier commissjgn
wauld be ‘more apt (o agrée than those that have been ‘heretoforear
pointed, or that they would agres i
:6ive you suggest, of taking a'Gio

f

ness

4% the umpire, I think would be

erformance of the duty,
erits of the question,
:t0 enable them (o mak

with' many delays and difficalties before a decision,.cqulldl"be had
The place of mesting would present difficulties—whether it should
be at Milledgeville or Tallahassee, or some intermediate placé.—
"I a Governor of 'a State should be ¢

hosen as umpire, it is not to be

“ supposed that he would attend the meeting of the commissio ]
[ person—a full record of the whole éf the proceedings would there- »
o fote be required to be Kept and a transcript to be submiuted to him:

“for his action. - This would present many difficuliies’and open‘'a’ " .

.door for irregularities, which might upset his decision. . And final-
Iy;it is objectionable on acrount of,unn'ecessari\}' delay ang expenise, . -
. But "youny Excellency says, if a more speedy, just and’ cheaper .+ >
‘mode of settlement can be suggested by me, you hiope it will be dope.
[ I propose, therefore, as a more speedy, just and cheaper dé of
i setllement, that we try to settle this controversy durgelvey _'fWé_
" have stronger motives for -wishing.to_have - this duestion setiled '
“speadily and to the satisfaction of all parties than any commission-: .

[RY

to inform themsely
whicll requires much s
e a sound decision.

es ,thoroughly; of .the’
tudy and investigation -

It would be atterided

.
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‘y,l'fing 0 do_other than what, is right and just

' Jastihat the line between Greorgia and Florida had been fixed and -

1 o
~i 5~ 1 have shown-'in my letter to -your Excellency of the 18th Dec'r

determined by the commissioners’ appointed, on the part nfSpam
and the United States, under the treaty of 1775, 10 be.drawn:{rom

a point N. 45 deg. E. 640 perches from the mound B.” known as.

. 1-further showed that nearly iwenty years after this line was es-

- Ellicow's Mound, 10 the mouth of the Flint River,—filiy years ago. o

tablished the State of Georgia appointed commissioners to examine .

the correciness of Ellicott’s line, who, after an e:z:_parte'eXamina_lion;.u

__reporied “that, afier a,careful examination, they found the headof ;"

3

i

-

¢

.« point ope mile N. 45 deg. E. from Ellicott’s Mound to the junction -

™

-. "have.been any- difference of opinion upon the adoption of the line =+ -

“the St. Mary’s river to agree with the report made by Ellicott,. "

« and proves beyond, the possibility of doubt that the information re-:-
« geived by the Legislature of 1his State relative to that subject was in-
‘% correct.”’ . L ) S e
.. The true line, therefore, between Geaorgia and Florida is from a-
“of the Flint and Chattahoochie rivers. Now, to make all reasona-+ -
" ble concessions on the p?rt of Florida for an amicable adjustment of .
this line, I propose to take the Mound for the Eastern point——to fun -~
from thence directly to the junction of the Flint and Chauahoochie, -
- Tivers, as the true line between Georgia and Florida. 'This isthe’
“line, as surveyed by the United States, known as McNeal's’line, -
and to which the map of your State extends. - The establishment
of this line will be attended with less inconvenience to the people'of -
both of the States than any other line that could be determined on ;.

because, if it went one mile North.East of the Mound, it would in-. ~
terrupt titles to land granted by the State of Georgia to hercitizens, . .
and if it were to run South of the Mound it would interfere with ..

titles to land granted by the United States to the-people of Florida. '

1 am sure, if your Excellency will look atthe map and examine into -
the course of these lines, you will agree with me in opinion. L.
""have not been able to see the reports made by the former commis:’

sioners, and consequently do not understand the propositions made

-.on either side ; bul it strikes me with surprise that there should,

which I propose as a compromise, particularly as the Legislature
of Georgia have declared that the strip of territory in dispate is un- - -
-important fo Georgia : but surely the convenience of the people-lo-

" cated on.thg line of this' disputed strip should be a matter of con-

“sideration with both States. - ’ o T s

. " But i[‘_ypu_r'Excellency should differ in opinion with me, T trust.

' you,.'iw"il_l,.ishow wherein my proposition is rot liberal and fair, and
propose some other line which you will be able to show bas more -

_spitit of candor. " ...

f those advantages—which shall be considered by me in the same. "

ers ortheir.umpire would have, and we can have no motive for wish- -

I3




. ! L . . T T ’
Hoping 1o hear from your- Excellency very soon upon this su
Ject, I have ihe_honor 10 be Your Excellency’s ob't svt; &

e .~ THOS. BROWN
From the Govemgr of Georgia to the Governor of Florida.
Ve ' Execurive DEpaARTMENT, GEORGIA,
o y : . Milledgeville, April 8, 1850, ° RS
* -+ - Bir,—An ‘unfortunate absence from this place for the last mdnih,”
", has created the delay in this reply 10 your Excellency’s communi-
. cation_of 28th February last. o e

10 you'in my letter of the 19th February, I was aware it was ob- .

* . _“thisis conceded, I am not fully convinced that like objections would -
- motapply with equal force to any that may be adppted. "Atall everils, -
. my object was fo present a scheme Jooking to a definite result.” 't
.-~ Your Excellency, however, having declined 1o accept my proro
- sition, and. suggested another, upon which I cannot but express the'™
“fear, if accepted by me, we should be unable to arrive at any sdti
- factory adjusiment of the subject, I must, therefore, earnestly urge -
* " upon you the propriety of selecting an ®mpire, in the event of a

dion. .- | L ,
In.regard to an attempt at settlement between your Excellency
and ‘myself, it is proper I .should add, that my ‘engagements’ for °

_‘~sdme.inori‘i‘l;hs' to come will be. of a character to prevent mie .from
" giving my. personal attention 10 the subject ; but I have not'the least e

" ohjection to your Excellency representing the State of Florida, if .

. you prefer it. In the selection of an agent for. this State, be .assut -

. 1ed | should be governed, not merely by capacity and standing, bu-

-sing ‘moral firmness to make no demand on Florida, which did no

meet with his deliberate sense of impartial justice between ihe tw

‘States. | . . : L ‘
With such an individual, the fairest prospect of an ‘amicable ad-" "~

* justment is offered, and I trust it may meet with your approval;

" still, however, shonld this plan be -adopted, and a failure be the re-

* - sult, an umpire should be agreed upon, who, doubiless, would .be * ’

<" the two States. ¥ : _ o
" T bey. leave again to state, that T am induced to decline the ar- "~
- gument on the .merits of the controversy, or an atiempt, o my B
-, part, 10 discuss. it with you, from a conviction that my absence from ; °°
" .1he seat of government would unseasonably protract the setilement |
~of -the subject; with a strong misgiving that we might not be able to-
,,ligl'e.e{ . 4 R . . . o

L e . S K o W » »f."
© -7 - Shouldit be deemed desirable on your part, the agent of Georgia ~*~

. In.suggesting the mode of settlement I had the hq‘ri’qr to'submit "

noxious to some of the objections you have meéntioned ; but while. -

*  disagreement between the parties in the first instance,’ "Any othéi . .
7+ plan, I much fear, will not accomplish a final setilement of the ques-""

enabled fo arrive at seme.conclusion, approxiiating the rights of. .

Ch
! '

$Yoe
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. could re

pairto Tallzhassos,

’,"{ You in person, orsuch Jgent as yoy may appoint.
£ 7 Lavail myself of this oc
:;J;.._ Qf your Excellency, ;

_ Very résﬁéptfull},
- TOHls E‘kcellenc'y Tromas Brown,

' ——

L ‘Frb;ﬁf'tl_xe éov_gmor of Flori

RS

“"To his Excellency, G. W. Tow
8ir ;I had the henor 19.
and deeply regret that your ‘Excellenc
i you to decline the proposition.which

ns, Governor of

All the él@gmpts to settle this
isted and_ the case having'

# exhaypsteg _
% United States for the purpose of

“the most gratifying and fri
‘pleased to remark : “ Whether the true interests

*which had been made to seie

1o the Supreme Court of the United States by the co
:States before the commencme
d ‘1.0

‘icable ovérlures suggested by your Excellency,
‘You my letter of the 18th Deccmbqr,

aljﬂ_lhefé conduct the rie

gone to the Supreme ¢
adjudication, my letter

‘of Georgia. 'In the reply, dated the 6th December

and quiet it, and hag

da to the Govemor of Georgia, , .

endly and am-

and addressed o -

in which I set forth fully ang

Ty

gotiations with |

casion 0 renew my high consideration -

GEO.. W, TOWNS. . ...

~~ Governor.of Florida, Tallshassee.” -

v s

S Execurive DEPARTME.\'T;' C
,_-;'..Tallahassec‘, April 18th, ]850.;’( e
Georgia: - B

‘Teceive your. letier of the 8th instant, "
y has seen cause to induce™
made in a spirit of'conciliéf_,-

nsent of both - ¢
nt of my executive authority -
diately assumed the responsibility- of meeting the fri




oy ST
il A

“distinctly the: view which Florida held in regard ‘to her: clai
which should governihe guestion of: a bonidary line’betweeii ihe
“iwo, ;State’s; and for a more explicit understanding .of the grounds
hich Florida occupied in’ regard to her ‘boundary, T made an éx
" tracy from a report adopted by her legislature. “ Florida, believing

iy mvaea e

"% - that the linc has long since been designated and fixed, and that'né

2T

-
R T

R ey

7+ .- United States by my predecessor, under a resoluiion of the G

““quesiion, should mow ' arise, cannot submit to ot acquiesce in any -

-¢laim set:up to.the portion of country lying south of the liné sef-
led and defined by treaty in 1795 ;" and proposed fo ¢onsider aby -

argument which your Excellency or-the General Assembly of ¥
State might offer, with a view to show that the line contended
‘on_the part of Florida was not the trie ling, as désighatéd
fixed by the commissioners appointed in ‘acc rdance with the p

isions of that treaty. . - S
% In your letter of the 14th instant, you décline the argument, bit
. .spy: *“A copy of your late letter will be. transmitted to the Lggis-

" lature -without delay, with the confident hope that, in a few days,
. ~the Exccutive of Georgia will be clothed with [ull power to &iljiist
" “all points of difference (so far as concerns this State) betweent
7 _iwo States, in a manner honorable and satisfactory to bath’ ddd"l
“will take the occasion to add, as the prospect of a spéedy’ adjust

“ment is so encouraging, would it not be advisable that all proceed-
. ipgs be suspended by your State, belore the Supréme Court; until
“1he action of this State is known?” And in my reply of the 24th

nstant, L informed your Excellency that T had « instructed the At-

et

ofney General of this State to suspend further and all proceedings

‘in regard-to the bill ordered to be filed in the Supreme Court-ofihie
-

. ral Assembly of this State.”"

s At this gratifying peiut of the negotiation, which held ‘oat’ 5o
+ Lt promising a prospect for aspeedy and satisfactory setilement of this

-, long pending controversy, I conless I was not a little discouragéd
" at the proposition of your Excellency in your letter of 19th Feb-
ruary, to resoit to the expedicnt of commissioners again, which had
““proved so abortive in.all the efforts- which haVe‘_heretqf()t_e' béen
made—believing that this plan of seuling the ‘controversy  would
neither be speedy or economical, if it succeeded at all ; “which {or-
mer experiments justified me in believing would, at least, be very
- doubtful. - But as your Excellency remarked at the same time—
L4 you will see that I any vested with full powers to settlé ihis con- %
.. troversy, and I assure your Excellency of ‘my sincére desire to ac-

‘g:n'mplish it with as liule delay as possible;” and réquested ir'1-did :

not atcede to your proposition, that'l woald propose somé other

“table adjustment, I determined at once that there sho:ﬁld_'be noii
.. pediment interposed on the part of Florida to embarrass or 'del’ayv_be
» isceomplishment of this desirable ubject ; and ta-concede tho_clan

.. ‘which Florida belicves she justly holds to a point northeast of he

\

mode of seitlement, which might promise a moie speedy angd equi- .7
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d L did flauer myself that it would have’ " "
sidered by your Excellency; and I-cans - - ;
tment and mortification that it was fiotag=. . 2 .77
prompted me to make the proposition.——_
. You say: n_your last lette

. "d_;sg'.uius_e my disappoin
“kepred in the spirit which

‘ rof the' 8th instant, “ Your Excellency, -
however, having eclined 10 accept my proposition, und suggested -
another,pon which I catifior but express the fear, if accepted by- - -
~me, we +hould be unablé1oarrive at any satisfactory adjustment of -
“the subject, T 'must, theretore,

~of selecting an wmpir

earnestly urge upon youthe propriety -
s parties-in the first instancé.” :

10 event of a disagreement between the-
.. If your Excellency had accepted my proposition, of making the.
~tnoind B the eastern point, { amat a loss to conceive whatdifficulty -
“gould occur’in 1uyning and marking the line, that would not occut

PR

1' 'n‘l
;upon any .other seitleinent of the quesiion. It would simply ‘be. n v, ‘:’;
S e - ‘. . . . N E . S TEIR S "
.,malhemanqgl work, which will have 10 be peiformed whenever:ths ' . :
-point in dispule is determined upon. A 4

I will-be Very frank with your Excellency, as I have endeavored
be in the whole of this correspondence., S e

Having made'the proposilion to take the mound B as the eastern
“point, and having surrendered 1herél?y4wh,at.1belie\(ed 10.be the just |7,
‘£ights of Florida, and. coasenied to'a certain’ point, Florida: would .,

‘go’on iinequal terms ‘into - any arbitration or umpirage of the ques:’
tion... With these views, if your xcellency thinks proper 16 send,’” "
ranagentan the part of Georgia 10 'I'zn!lahasse&f, as proposed, for tho .
purpose ¢f arranging and seuling any difficdities which - you mav. .
:fear. would occur in rugning and murl.‘.‘ing the line from the polit [+
have proposed, I shall be glad 10 se¢ him. Otherwise, the .cagé”™ .~
‘must be reinstated, and the Supreme Court of the. United States .
‘must settle. the question. And in that event, seeing that all has
been dene on the part of Florida that can be_done, to £v0id such-an
“‘l'.SSl]‘E},'ﬂn’d which she much regrets, Iﬁ't.rus,t your E.\'ceHFncy will,on ~ ¢
the part of Georgia, waive all technical fqrms of law, and file T
‘answer on the pait of Georgia——or the bili, if she prefers it; o

that ihe case may-be determised at the next session of the
Court, in the most friendly and amicable spirii. '
' "If.my proposition is not accepted, L beg that

Supreme -
will consider it withdrawn, _ ‘ R
Ho'ping‘to,’have your Excellency’s ﬂn_al determination upon thig
gubject as H_S'Q(?‘r,l‘ys may suit your convenience, [ am, with cm‘]si(]e;
vations of high respeet, your Excellency’s most obedient, &el
o oo, THOS.BBOWN,

your Exce’ll‘e‘h_c_y N

e
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" From the Governot of Georgia to the Governor of Morida, - .
: ‘. Execurive DeparemENTs Gonréii
ST Milledgenille, May 17; 1850
o His Excellency Tuomas Brown, Governor of Florid R
:Sir,—1I have the honor 1o acknowledge the re_cgipl"bf""you'r”com? ’
" ‘munication postmarked 18th ult,” * - - R S
71 lament 1hat the prospect’ of an early and ~salisfactory “adjust.
- -ment of the boundary question between the two States diminishes, -
. "in‘proportion as the necessity of that adjustment is‘becoming daily
» of increased importance. - [ know that the most intense solicilude
. 1s,'and has for some time been felt on this subject by the authori-
. ties of this State, and I am- utterly at a loss 1o conceive “any wélls -
*- founded objection to the pacific measures } have ‘had the-honor'of -
submilting to your Excellency for the finaladjustment of “this que
tion ;-nor did the idea oirce ocecur to me,in respectfully 511ggesliflg‘,tp' T
& propriety of a farther effort at an amicable adjustment, before’ -
“ “a final resort was made 10 the Supre'melCo'u_rt, that I was to be un -
“derstood as conceding that the only guestion that has so long de- °.
-layed the adjusiment of the controversy, namely,the true head” of
the-St. Mary’s river, had been ascertained and settled ; and, theis

ofranuing by the compass a direct line between two ascertained -

~and given points.  Witli great deference to ihe argument of ‘your

Excellency upon this branch of (he subject—plausible as it doubt
less is;.and conclusive as to she reasoning upon your own mind, a%t
Linfer from the tone of your last letter—1 must confess, with all it3
force, 1 have not felt it so overwhelming as to give At my pnquali
- fied sanction. T have felt it was due to truth-~due to. history, th
> eharacter of the two States, and their respective rights of ‘sove

reignty over the disputed territory, that this question of the localit
of the head of the St. Mary's river should be ascerlained in 4 man
“Rmer’so unexceptionable as 1o silence forever all cavil on this"poi
- "Intimately, if not in'separably conpected with this question of o
“eality, arises other Guestions, growing ont of the aileged acquies
“eence on the part of Georgia, as Florida insists, with"the point des

fore, the business now to be performed is the mere mechanieal dij- - - -:p 441

_ignated ‘by Ellicott north of his mound, as the head of the St. Ma-" ~ .

. 1y’sriver.  If Georgia, by her past acts, has so ratified and con-

©.it, whether in point of fact it be the head of the St. Mary’s Tiver
~or not, then that point being settled against Georgia, there is an end
fo the question, and nothing remains but to order the running of the
Tine. o ' o el T
-Bat it has occurred to me, if the fact does exist, which I canno
- doubt, that the head of the St. Mary's river is not to be fournd at th
" point north 45 degrees, east 640 perches from the mound knowu-ag
. Ellicoit’s, there is something to be settled ard agreed upon, !;‘e"fqre_
" ‘aline separating the tertitory of the 'two ‘States ¢an.-be ‘run”and!
-.marked . out--and herice my great desire that -indifferént - person




. mlahl ennane in- this \vorl\ —,——ﬁrst to ascerlam ﬂ)P heaﬂ of the Qt
Mary s Tiver-
.- mediately. commence ; sor, on the other hand,'if Georgia is bmud
by her acts to Submit, in the judgment of referees, to the point des. -
idnaled by Ellicott as ‘the eastern terminus—then, in like ‘manner,

lhe Jline could be run and marked as the permanent bounr]ary Your

Exceﬂency has thought proper, however, to make a distinct propo:

- fromn the mouth of Flint river to that point, . i
T apprehend it will be conceded, that if the point desmndted 640.

" more improbable would a lme drawn {rom the month of Flint river,
1o the mound 10uch the head of the St. Mary’s. But this offer you
say is made in the spitit of compromise ; “ and having surrendered

. purpose of harmony and conciliation, you cannot now make any
other. proposition, ar receive any other.” If this is the seitled and:
unaltmable determination of your Excellency, I Tament that I ant

“ for-an-adjustment, will end in bitier disappointment to both.- 7.
: Your Excellency will pardon me for adverting to the reason which .

}lelded a portion of what (I} you believe to be the just rights, of.
" Florida, and copsented to a certain poiat, Flerida would go on une--

; qu.zl terms. into any wnpirege of the question.” 'The conclusion ofi. |

‘your Escellency, ['heg leave to suggest, with all due deference, does:
' not seem to me to be warranted by the premises. How an offer of -
& compromise by the authoritics of either State, is to compromit their ‘
;- rights before impartial and mdepandent men selected to. pass upon-

"the .legal rights of the two \tates, 1 cannot readily perceive. . But' "~

" your Lxcellunc'y in this connectiop further adds—* With these views~:
if I'think proper-to send an agent cn the part of Georgia to Talla-"
hacsx.e, -as ‘proposed, for the purpose of arranging: and seltlum any’

- difficaltics’ which, 1 fear, would occur in runiing and m'ukmu the-
boundauy line fromn the point proposed, you would be glad to see hun_.

.. otherwise, tlie case must be reinstated, and the Supreme Court of the -
3 Umted States must settle the questjon ; and in that event, sceing that’

s such an issue, and which she much regrets, you trust I will; on the

part of Georgia, waive; all techmc'tl fort ms, and file an answer,” &e.”

In reference to this: pomou of your Excellency’s letter, two re-*

- marks are rendeéred. ngcessary. As regards sending an agent of this
. Btate to - Tallahassee, with powers cucumsuxbed and limited to ar-

\ ranging and settling any difficulties 1 fear would occur in vunning *
., and ma,xl\mrr the Jme from the point you-propose, it would be wholly
. Unnecessary, If-an agént is sent from Georgia to confir with your .

o Excellency in person, or any agent appomted by you, his power in "7
_glts full length and breadth’ would be deuved ﬁom the authomg af

which being done, the work of the survey could i lm ,

" sition .that- Ellicott’s mound be the castern Ienmmus, and to rug -

‘perches north of the mound, is not the head of the river, much -»_,'.
thereay what you believe to be the just rights of Flonda for the

-constrained 1o say, I fear our mutual solicitude so often expressed -

. you assign for the ultimatum you bave oﬁLxed—-“Bec.Luse having:

al] has heen’ done on the part of Florida that can he done, to avoid: P




o

' T > Florida has done all on her part she could do; to préveént a resortito !

7. .~ .plan met with no favor from your Excellency—the reasons assigned I 7

"~ .." 'Btate, or to meet such person as you might appoint.

" i Zaccept a line from Ellicott’s mound, or-the point north-of it 640 . P 0

.6

“and.the- fight of a sister State o limit or restrict.it ¢
recogisbdy 0w el
or will your Excellency feel surpiised, when I most respectfully -

or will

.earnestly dissent from the proposition assuined in your

. the Supreme Court. 'thalt is the history of the effoits made hieiween
"Ayo_ur,Excell_'ency.,and,myselﬁ for the amicable adjustment of this vexed ~ .

question? Will your Excellency bear with'me, while T bijefly advert.
- to-them. -, So

‘ .Some weeks since, I had the ‘hener of proposing thateach'- .
. ~State select an egual number of agents, invested with plenary power
" - ever the question ; and if they could net agresé, att wmpire Lo besei’
Jected, in a imanner which could not be objected to by Florida. :This"

Y
AN

‘meed not now repeat, nor will I speak of their weight. -~ oot
- Your Excellency then proposed ‘that you and myself should settle™ - E
© " it—but in your proposition, no provision was made for a final settle- -+ ~
‘ment, if wo could not agree. Fhis was the great'and leading defect,: '
“as I felt, to your pian, although there were others sufficient to deter.
" “me from the undertaking. And I proposed to delegate an ‘agent to:
-+ agp for -Geergia, to, wait on you in persen, at the capitok of your. A

77t Your last letter now before me is in reply, in which you say,fyour - )
- :etter of the 27th November last was not addressed to me, with-any ]
© " ¥iew of ‘opening the subject agaia; for further effortsat negotiation, - ;
but_fo vindicate the action of the Giéneral Assembly of -Flotida = 1
‘sgainst the ¢harges of supposed * discourteous’-treatment.of “theiau~ -

o ‘ihgriﬁes of Georgla.”. ‘Whatevér way huve- been the objecizyour
- Bxcellency had in view by theletter above referred to) itds manifest, 7~
«. - ~“from your own quotations of extracts from oy letters, that I jet 1o “
-+opporfunity paas to restore the most amicable relatioh .between:the. . " {1’
. two States, which I flattered myself was fally reciprocated by yoiir ,
% Excellency. I certainly would "never have suggested suspension of
"““the action before the Supreme Court, if T'had motsuppesed spme -
. other equitable and fair mode, more in-accordance with the chardcter
" and relation of the two States, could have been devised for the satis-
factory settlement of this question. It is true that your Excellency
. get forth the claims of Flerida, and the arguments’ upon which-they
. were based in your letter of the ¥8th December. In my reply of 1l
" §4th of Janvary, I declined to go into the argument, for reasons coi
+, -, tained in that letter. ‘T then could see no-good/resulling frem a T
" “view, of the gronnds of the argumeot, upon ‘the rightsof thuttw
dtates, and am forced to the conclusion it would.have heen wholly
" aseless ; and, thereiove, in my letter of the 18tk February, gave: s’
. Yery clear, indication of ‘the best plan I vas able to- suggest, for-the . .
" adjustment of the question. In nothing, I respectfully msist, that I -

_- have.said or doné, can the inference be fairly: drawn, that-I could . E:

perches. And -yet your ‘Excellency, under the’ strong “coaviction, ¢,
he rights of Florida ia the ‘pljgmises,g]'eghm"dsfi-h.ei:o'f_fcﬂ 3

doubtless, of 1




. I have the honor to be, with gre

’

to make the.moung tern terminug, as characterized, with'zreat

liberality, as Well as'a sirrender of the just rights of Florida. - Fo7 .

. the-liberaljt
- and thoug
 nute for, practical
must be’ all
~onthe scor
Justice ;-an

-of Elorida, the Esxecutive of Georia -foels grateful ;

‘purposes,, and therefore of doubful appreciatio

herefore, the intense anxiety that is felt by the authori-

.-ties of Georgia, for a fulland perfect restoration of the closest union,

-concord . and harmony of feeling, between the citizens of.the twi
‘States, My
tien speedily, honorably and justly to hoth States.

_ Excellency’s most obedient servant,

From the Governor of Florida to.the Governor of Géoi‘,r_r;ia: ) .

_ .. Executive DerawTMENT, ) -
Gl .. Tallahassee, June 1, 1850.___§
:His Excellency G. W. Towxs, Governor of Georgia : P

.. Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Ex.-

:cellency’s letter . of the 17th of May, and lament with you that the
prospect of setiling the question of boundary hetween our respeclive
-Stales, by an amicable negotiation of the whole question“to the sat

visfaction of both parties, seems to be at an end. | acknowledge that

;I did at one time entertain sanguine hopes that we would be able to
‘settle. this long existing and unpleasant. controversy in a manner:
which would have been acceptable to the people of our respective ;
:States ; not from a vain imagination that any arguments which 1. B
‘could .employ, would be “so overwhelming” ‘as to command your .
. .Excellency’s “ unqualified sanction,” or could be made to operate -
with any undue ¢ weight”” and “force” upon your Excellency’s .
‘mind; but I did believe that a plain statement of facts would have

it due weight and force in promoting a speedy and amicable settle.

.ment of the questioh in controversy. Seeing, however, that any fur- . -
iher efforts on my part will be unavajling, I would not now trouble,
. yoﬂi':Excellency with another word of comnment upon what h‘as-,»tra‘r'x‘- o

‘spired in the correspondence betweer us, if your Excellency had not

expressed yourself ¢ utterly at a loss to conceive any well. founded

- objection to the pacific measures” which you have submitted ¢ for t‘l.ne.
final.adjustment of this.question,” and declared your * earnest dis- ..
sent. from the proposition assumed” in my letter of the 18th April, ¢

-~$that Florida has done all on her part she could do to prevent a're.

sort to Lhe Supreme .Court.” e

‘constrained to follow the example of your Excellency, and at the risk

“of being considered tedious, to recapitulate the bistory. of the efforts ~

.which have -heen made. Ly your Excellency and myself to effect an

~“amicable adjustment of this vexed question.” ,Sog{}.‘_ufté1',_“__el_1lliﬂ_:rh)jgj L

i . 4 ce g L 2. . D2,
n, the instance, under : considefation, it may-he too mi. :

to, say, Georgia asks nothing from hél‘f,sisle;j. Florida
of liberality, but she does ask, and expects, even handed

most ardent desire is, for the setitlement of this_ qués: .’
at consideration and respect, your :

© ", - GEO. W. TOWNS.

.To vindicate .myself against the force of the declaration, I am.




of this”Stater 1
the niessuge of your Excellency to’ the legislature of Gé
its recent. session, a’complaint that the ‘action of the aiitho
Elovida, in ordering a bill to: betiled in the Supremb |
Uinied States, to- seitle’and quiet the question of boundar t
C1heltwvo States, was “ discourteous” to the authorities of Georg
Belidvinz that your: Excellency’ was laboring undeér o ApD

ensjon in regard to the intentions of - the authorities of* {his Staty
taok ‘the earliest opportunity to inform myself upon that subject ;
ascertained that the action of the General Assembly of Flofid:
response Lo certain resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Georgi:
. and communicated by the Governor of that State to thé Govern
Florida, proposing the submission of the gnéstion at issueto the'des”
cision of the' Supreme Court of the United States, as the proper tribus
= nal provided by the Constitution of the United States to setile ques.

-7 This information I communicated to your Excellency in my letter
. - of the 27th November last, with a copy of the Journal of ths Séna
+ “of Florida, in which the whole proceedings and communication™w
"published, and to which your Escellency replied undet *daté of ]
.. December, explaining the circumstances which had caused the ‘mis. "
“understanding, and in which your Excellency was pleased ‘to.remark,
*#Whether the true interests of the two States would nof be promoted:
by a further effort at negotiation, is not formally presented for your™ "3 -
.consideration—while at the same time, it is believed to'be a question.
- _Tof that delicate- importance, that it should claim due considerat
- " fromthe authorities of each of the States.” -~ -~ %
-~ ,’Prompted by the most sincere and anxions desire to do ‘al
- my power Lo promole a settlement of the question of boundary
“tween the two States, I addressed to your Excellency my lelte;
the 18th December, setting forth the grounds upon which the'¢la
-:of Florida was considered to be hased, as far as I could learm
-proposed to entertain any proposition which your Excellency
‘think proper to make, having for its object a speedy and am
settlement and conclusion of the whole question . of disputed ,
sdary between-the two States; and for the better understanding of
“the views entertained by the Géneral Assembly of this State, 1 took, »
.. -occasion to make the following ‘extract from“the report of a'commit- .
" . tee on this subject: “ The failure to settle this controveisy by the -" »

arkazmrees Y Maen

'

commissioners. appointed for that purpose, is further evidenge of the N
.. -~ necessity of 'submitting the case to the Supreme Court of'the United -

7. Btates, - ‘FThis, by the Constitution of the United States, is constituted - ' >
- the proper tribunal to take cognizance of this class of cases.” ™ Lo
... Had your Excellency in the first instance, instead of the suge oL
~gestion of a “further negotiation,” proposed the scheme ofatioth:" .
“er-board. of commissioners, and the Governor of one of the South-. "~
' States as umpire, the proposition would have been respectfully, . -
“hut ; promptly  rejected, because the plan of commissioners ‘had '~

o tions of  digputed houndary between States. ~ ° - g j )

C peen full r-tried, and admitted by both States to>be-incompetent’to 7
S AUy ) B ¥ D¢ Haes " . .

DN




'I)Ject in controverby, or of amovm_g ‘upor
conc1le thelr dh'wxeement v and the alter-

probablllty .tlnt no_final decision would ever be oblamed

- certa}ned in a manner _so uuexcepuonab]e, as to silence forever all
- cayil" on ' this: poml”——seemg that commissioners appointed on:the

part of Georgla more than thirty years ago, “ reported " that, alter”

Ca ca eful examination, they found the head -of that river (St Ma-
: ry %s). to agree _with the. 1epoxt nmade by Mr. Ellicott.”
‘But your Excellency gives not the most remote intimation in-

* your letter of the 14th January, of your intention to propose another .

“board of. commissioners. You say a copy -of your late letter will
be transmitted to. the, Lerrlslalure without delay, with' the confi-’

t'is so.encouraging, would it not be advisable that ali pro-

the action of this State be known 77

% power was still possessed, and that the power with which your Ex:.
- . cellency was to be clothed was the power to adjust all points of dif.’

" ference: with the Ezecutive of Florida by negotiaiion and compromnae
’upon liberal principles.

delay as possible.”  And you then propose a réference to com-
ioners, &c.; which to my mind was putting the - queslion as far
F'the way of an amicable settlement as it ever had been. But
your E).cellency remaiked, If a more, speedy,just or cheaper mode
“ of séttlemeént can be suggested by your Excellency, I hope it -will be -
- done.” ,And in my Jetter of the 28th February I proposed, (as 1 had
belleved was the intention that we should try to settle ‘and determine
upon:a boundaly lme ourselves,) and, in a spirit of compromise, pro-
posed the ‘mound as.the Eastern point to which a line should be run -

;.a,»_l s

]

T

" to be: extended until it struck the waters of the ‘St. Mmy s river, This-
: pmposttlon was, made with great frankness and in a spirit of liberal. -

" ferent feelmcr 1 befr to-be allowed to S‘ly to your Lxeelleney tlnt 12

.

from the junction of the rivers Flint and Chattahoochee and, of course, .

reasons, then ‘given, to say nolhmcr of the e

th as mach cértdfnty as might be expected hy S
ourt of the Uiited States, and cle'uly not with the
which your Excellency desires “that the question .
y:of the head of the St. Mary’s river should bé as--

. dént ‘hope. that, in a few d’l)a, the Executive of Geor gia will he - .
clothed with full powel 1o adjust all points of difference,” &L, “and”
I»w1ll take this occasion. to add, as the prospect of a sppedy ad<

cee ngs_ be suspended by .your State, hefore the Supleme Comt,

“Now fhe’ Executive of Georgia.had exercised the power of ap
pomlmﬂr commlsslonels on a former occasion, and I pleaumed that’

“And in your létter ofithe 19th of Febluary you say “ you will gee - -
that Iam vested with full powers to settle this controversy, and I'as. -
sure . your Excellency of my sincere-desire to accomplish it with ag "

ity. . But yom‘ Excellency -snys * Geongla asks nothing from her
~ sistev Florida on.the score of liberality.” " Influenced bV a very dif.y-




{ iininute? avidence of a like Ziberalily from her
i, having for i3
-wipleasaht controvers

;.and then, perhaps,’your Lxcellency would

sfuctory adjustment of the houndary-question between the ‘twpo States

iminishes in proportion as the necessity of that adjustme
ning daily of increased im_ﬁorlance.” But whatever the i
have the. consolation-to know that it will not have been brought
out by any act upon the part of the authorities of. Florida. .. Aud I -
now bey to assure your Excellency that, whilst Florida will firmly
‘repel any improper interference’ in her jurisdiction and sovergignty, .
* she will cautiously avoid any act which will have a tendency to dis- .
“gurb the harmony and good understanding which now happily subsista
_ between the two States. ) ) e
'With this letter I have the honor to furnish your Excellency with
“a copy of the hill which-was prepared to be filed in the Supreme
- Court of the United States, under « resolution of the ‘General Assem-
" bly of Florida and by the arder of my predecessor, which, if your Ex-
- cellency, waivipg furmalities, will cause to be answered in due time, |
~so that a hearing’ of the cause: may be had at the nextterm of the
"Supreme Court, 1 flatter myself a decisivn may be had and the case
disposed of more speedily than it would be Dby a reference again, to
“ouimissioners, and *in a manner s0 unexceptionable as to silence
foreveriall-cavil on this point.” L
‘With renewed assurances of my high consideration and respect,”
B . I am your Excellency’s most obedient servant,” -

‘'HOS. BROWN.

 From the Governor of Florida to the Hon. James D. Westé:o-t.t, ‘
ST Execurive DEPARTMENT,
o ' . Tallahassee, June 15, 1850.§ .7
My Deap Sir: From a correspondence with the Governor of
Gg‘aprgi.a,vrl_was induced to believe that the question of .disputed
oundary between the States of Georgia and Florida coyld be ami-
cably adjusted, without a resort to the Supreme Court of ;the Uni-
“ted States; and at the special request of the Goverror, I directed
‘the Attorney General of Florida to cause the proceedings - which
.- ‘have been ordered to be instituted by a resolution of the G_eqe_r)ll
- Assembly of this State, to be suspended ; but 1 have been.disap
_-pointed in my favorable anticipations, and find that there is.noy
" no prospect of an amicable settlement of this unpleasant -cont
versy, and that the Supreme Court must determing the question.
tween the two States. You will therefore cause the bill to be file

“and the proper process served, so that the cause may be put 10 pr(;- ,

N

delay may occuy on account of neglect on the pait of Florid
* I have forwarded to the' Governor of Georgia one of the prin
copies of the hill which you had. prepared, and sent.to Mr..Hogue ;.

‘and requested that his Excellency would waive all formalities, an

“ohject a speedy and amicable settlement of this

have had less-occasion 6 “lament that the prospect of an earlyand sat- 3

:gress for a hearing at the regular ‘term of the Court, and that no .,

0

issue may T




e

put in the answer on the part of Georgia, so that a final decisfon of

"the question may bc had at the mext term of the Court, as it is
“of very great importance to hoth States that this question of dispu.
ted boundary should be speedily adjusted.  But I trust that you

will take prompt steps to have the bill filed, and due process served,

within the time prescribed by law ; so that in the event the authori-

ties of Georgia will not consent to bring the cause to a hearing at |
the next term of the Supreme Court, we may be ready at the regu- ;

larlerm of the Supreme Court for a final trial. .

And’ permit -me, my dear sir, to impress upon your mind the im- ' ;

i

|

|

P e

AT TR e R S oL

portance of ‘d speedy decision of this question, and to urge thal you
will, as counsel selected to assist the Attorney General of this State
in the management of this case, take all prompt measures to pro-
cure the setilement of this question with as little delay as possible, .
. assuring you that I shall be happy to render you all the aid in my

" power to effect this desirable object.

With high respect, I am, yours very truiy,

E= =

THOS. BROWN. Y
To Hon. Jas. D. Wesrcorz, Jr. ' e

From the Governor-of Florida to the Attorney General. * - . 1
Execurive DEPARTMENT, Froripa, ) ’ I )
Tallahassee, August 4, 1850, ) . b
To the Hon. D. P. Hogug, Attorney Geuneral of Florida, &ec.:
"‘Dear Sir,—Soon after your visit to the City of Washington, in
" obedience to a resolution of the General Assembly-of this State, ap-
proved January 4th, 1849, by which the Attorney General was “ au-
thorized and directed to file a bill in the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted States, 10 confirm and quiet the boundary line between the State
of Florida and the State of Greorgia,” I had a corvespondence with the
Governor of Georgia, which induced the hope, that that unpleasant
_controversy of boundary between the two Htates could be amicably . o
adjusted, without a resort to the Supreme Court of the United States ; B RN
and at the réquest of the Governor of Georgia, I ordered further S
proceedings to be suspended.; but my confident assurances were note W
realized, and no alternative is now left to the authorities of Florida, _‘\
but a resort to that tribunal for a final settlement of* the question.— i
1, therefore, request that you will immediately repair to Washington, A
- {for the purpose of taking such steps in regard to this case as may be oo
‘necessary to bring the cause befolre the Supreme .C_ourt at its next A b g
" session, so that, if possible, a hearing and final decision may be had . o[
at the first term of the Court ; add for this purpose, you are authori- ) ol
zed and empowered to employ on behalf of this State, such assistant Lo e
counsel as you may deem necessary to conduct, attend to and manage '
“the suit directed to be instituted by the resolutions of the General -
Assembly of this State, and to take such other steps as, in your judg-
ment, may be considered necessary to a speedy and final Sﬂll](‘-m(“;l?t
" of this question of disputed boundary between the States of Georgia
“and Florida. ' ) ) i
With high respect, I am, dear sir; your obedient, &e,, .
9 ' THOS, BROWN,

T




