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~~ ~i~~it I l~5oO Bycash11 patid R. B'a i Ito Sok,6Oli ~~~ I Ad tol hug I md 1~~~~~~~~~97 '76

I ~~~~~~~~~~~cash pad. State liceasniarer-,47~
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Oct. 31 To as reecVed for hlad sold (iuking the
fiscal yean just ended, -$2,844 -!-1

It w ~~~durikiig the, samne pencii

w Yi pyiilit for hind, soki pievionsly, 705 59

1850.
JOct. 31 Tyo balance, 
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REPORT OF TH URE-A~ZGE$ERAL

It QUARTrE, lMASTRrC, t 'ENE.d XLIS O'FFICE,4, I t t in m'r~~~~~~~~~Bit- NOV.,, 185.
St. h x0 the, holoio to subruut to on1 liiy report a Qx N'i-

ii ~~~~tei' GIneirill teo t howiig~ the Mwih er and kinds of:'aimns,-

&~un1d'my cinrgre ajid helonIr'e ti til Sh tate.

* ,I ere -is now- o i hand 'it Ithe Armol y Ro' i 4- sets of 4-horse - .i c

tle hainess complete
4' ~~~~~~~~ iO mskpts wimfi ti e requist nauc fyolxets, belts, plieS 

cartidge~oXQ~picis' and hirushes,'ce-rvaiie
'bals ~rm's fult, &c', complete.

71 111ill's Patent Rifles, with. bayonmet au4 appendg completO.'

.13' p atr c pitoel wyith holstce'tand all othert ; ppdiges o

II~~~~~~~~~~e I i



Intebabelenit of thle Capitol 4pieces of hirass 6A IdILaer (u drA 

vth'gu auies, ammunlition -Chests ani 'd othe pcdas

" ' oinpletc.
Sicem lat rdpoi t1.I have received'into the :Armor frmCp 

-W S Mmrphy' of the "-I1 indepenldenlt Blues," ( volunteer c or1ps o

D;dn)43 puars of pistols, Wili hoses (o f the 44 1nns ih
iiid' to him n iPi l4 it in Lo-in defalult. onePawih.pna

i hwe-also received from Capt. ri. K. Leonard, of the Myiccostn Ii
me Cavliers 42 prs of pistols withl holsters, &e. of' tle ffy ai

isbued to him in 1846 makiunabhim in defaiultSpis 1hs itwe - ii
receited, were in had ordter-many othmbnrhofsi And 'it

such other condltson as to require, immediate repanis, ;Ircili oree ac I-

c~riil aci, antid for which Caipt. Leonard is resp onsible to the I

g~tate,
Upnte recen outbreak of the Indians in E ast and South I Ioni- .

-da, I issued,hST order of (toy. moseleyjto thme tw~o coinlpanies ofl intan-

'try mad Mlounted Riflemien cailled. ifto) tie. sRCvice or thle Staite it this

plt uiicilet nmeofuskets ai-d rifles,% sit'r iil the. nec ossa

ry apnae;jlof whichwruo the retuni of, the hroops I

duly retuinkd to the, Armory, with theO OKeption trI one mulske't anon

oenerepotte4 b.y the-officers in, command to have heen So badlŽ

hi oen as to render them injift for farther service.t

I also issued at te samne time, by Order of the Exccutivgi twenty-.

`-five-iiiuskets rind, equipiients'to Col. John G. t1 ninble of thib citŽ
1,'for "the use of the citizens onl tire frontier of the Indian coun1ti)

Thes~e last havke not been returned to the Arm-ory. And by or~dtr of

yourExelny II isud to -the Intendant of the' city f' liis 

-duninig the 'pasti se-aeon, 50 standl of nmusketis and equipment" fur

-which bonids- have, beir entered into. and arc now an file in mtay

office.
'I also enclose ain account current Of the ex -~S Incuredyth

State for the ~ ipport of the volnntecr~s called into the servai c of. the

'StaLte durina thes summler, of 1849.

Of he amut, 8$oO,68i0 '4, received anid paid outliv ic it _.-s

perlripspoe for into mrention thath sumn of $17 237 staited 

,icrceived from1 Go;. ivoseley, was borrowed hy lhun upon11 tidi ithil ot

the trtc'md ns on pesonil gurantee, fromn the South WesteI'l

Rail Road Bank, and for whvich muni it was agreedclinteirest shouled 

hbe P~.r at tier fprCent. e aninuni.. Tlhe whniriii ecrunnL I-

and voces for thiese re~ceipts -anti disbur-S~lenints are onfilt in-ral

ofiesbet to)~ rder or thiat of thle Genieral Asscnrhitr
Very re pctfully,

Your ob',t. servt 

- It~~~~~~~R A. SHINE, Qr: Mr.'GniA

1hz E'uellencyTrioMis Brianw." N ovtar of.-F/a 5.
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It-A.. Sij-yn, Qr. Master Gent I of Florida, in Ace. wihh hfife faye'
*of Flo~ari for C ash ucatued and disbuirsed b c

1 189. DR.
q file.hu 13.: To cash ree'd ffornState Contin- 

p . ~~~~~~~~~~~genit Fund, $870 5thb
1' 31. " " (by~~~~Go. Moseley, 32,000 00,

Sept.14. " . " a~~~~~,000 00 
24. - AODD 00

I 29. " ~~~~~~~~~~~~2,337 OW
- 4 , " . ~~~~~~5,000 00=3417,337,Oft

Sundry~ Qr. Masters,

4 ~~~~~~~ree'd fron; State Contingent Fund, 1,584 52

Oct, ftl. By, cash paid on aoeL of supplie furnished-V - - ~~~~~for use of the' troops, and cont.ingent ex~-
penises of same, as per vouchers on file in

I b - ~~~~~~my oflice, and arnt, refunded to the State -0

Coniniigent Fund, &QO,637 4
I ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~R. A., SHINE, Qr. Mr Ge'?

* I ~~~~Tailahasec, Oct. 31, 1850. -, 

ITHur STATE orF fonmA ai-f Account. with R?. A. Shin'e,Qur
1 ~~~t M~Aaster General ofFlorida, showing amounto arniues aa

and inpaid, incuirred by him in supypressing Indian owibt k' in 
the year 1849.:

I ~~~Oct. To amciunt of purchases and supplies, Viz: -

Sub~sistenice,,Quatrter-Master, Ordnance
and Hospital Stores for use of the Troops
called into the service of the'Slate froth
July 25, 1849, to October 30, 1949, -$1,43

"amount of eotiingent expenses, viz:
Carter ofvselhr of wagrons sti teams,.

for transportation. of troops and suppispe- 
g'311Cie5, ~ ~ ~ ~ s les

Sons and articles empldyed, and other coutjti. 

"ders-on's aeeonnts for servicefs e Qr, Mas,,
ter'Gen~ixals to 30th sept., 18'49, 649 0

- amiount refunded to the State, Contfingent Fuimd,,, -70 e 5o 

bhala n0~ow due to iunndryps 600 1P. 
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Auig. 13 , By ashieceivepd from Stnte Contingent and. $d 870' 55
.ov" .:Mo eley, $2,000 00

8,000 00 I

2 337 00 1. 5,000 00==$17, 37 od0
*" " from sales of stores fr-onm Qr.

Masters Br--jnnt, Sanderson and Hutchins, 857
By cash received fr-om. Stafe Contingent Fund,

per order of- Gdv. Brown, 1,584 52
*, By` balance, being aimomit still unpaid, 6 tQ07 10

- $2,24483

There s also a balance due the Stats by sundry Qr. Masters from
sales of sto-res, arouiiting to $660 09, to be applied to the payment
of the balance dua as'above. I

R . A. SHINE. (Qr. Mr. Gen'l.
Tallalwssee, Or-I. 81, 1850.'

Correspo ce in relation to the Seminoles in Florida; 4
" From the Governor of Florida to the Commanding General of tie United StateA 

forces in Florida. '

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA,

I··; ~~ ̀ r ·. ~'nalahassee, Octolier 1, 184Y.
Dear'Si r 5 I have forwarded to you a copy of my General Order-.

deringthe tioops called into secvice by (Lv. Moseley-to,
be. .nustered'oat of service, at the respectine places wheie they i
wiere en-rolled and mustred into seOivict, anless there shall hav e been
receivedhy you an order fi1m the Wai Depiartncnt to mnustez thrmi 
or any portion of them, into the service of.the United Statc. In'
the OsTeut of your having received such an mdcr, and think the ser I 

'Viceof the 'volunteers will be requined, I beg. to cll your aittention
to-two companies of mounted men from the County of Hillsborough,- W

rwhbich, I tnderstand were organized, and their services'tendered to If
V'Gov. Moseley,-on or about thp 2.Sd of July last, and returns madt to Z

{this.Department, which are 'now on file in the office of the Secre.
t of State-,-one company commanded' by Captain 'John Parker, I I

S and the other bhy Capt. S; L. Sparkman ; hut from some cause, their[ Commissions were not granted, nor were they called into service. I4
'Ufldersmand, however, that they have perforiel regular duty, and have'l

rj;endered essential service iii the protection of the. settlements onl 
the Indian border. 'Their claims ought to be regarded, and I hope, I
if youldeem' the 'service of the volunteers necessary, that ypu will
receive thesej companies into the service of the United Stats ; and * p
in the event of their being' mustered into the service, commissiomi,

L -

u ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~II 
I-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.- -- ·i
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erljrd) ouit and ofmiaded to the ofies~ssoon aspropatl

i'ij elm,.; n· Tcll can 1) madu to this Departptlent.-
I am informed thit Doctor S. 11 todd wag elected- urgeQq to

- thes compainies, and thait hei has uot only de'oted ·his enlviees as
p I'hysicialn to lthe troops, but that he has attended the sidkk.of the des-

1 I hu:i~ lkt. fa nilius in the *forts, to which they have been driven; for pro. ;j

lection aind sticurity, along, the firontier for~the distal~ce of some thirty

Miles, and furnished medicines from his own resources.l Iflit is not

l"'ili ti·I..-. "Anconsistent- with the atnny regulations, Ihopele may be received
into the United States, service with the troops as surgeon ;-andI 
I oukI also ve ry respectfully ask your attention to the merntts -arsd
claims o Doctor J. W. Eppps, attached to the troops £rom the1Con1yQ
of Leon, and request that he may- be also received, with thqise tiops,

as the Suirgeon..-'. 1

I have the. honor, to be, very respectfully your ohuedibnt seriant,_,
THOS.1 - BROWN 4,

Iaj. Gen. D. E. Twine's,N · -Head Quarters, 2d Div. U. 5; A;, Tampa Bay 

:,--..From the Governor of Florida to the Vfesiaent of the (Tnited -States. f4, -'

'EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Tallahassee, Nov. 29, 1849,"- :1

Tq. His Excellency Con. Z. TAYLor, Presideot of the United States.
SIR--it a, ppears firom reruirrns miade to the office ofbthe Qu'arter
azMastbr General of this'State, that the following companies 'Vo lun-

teers-%were called into service on the Indian tido'ntier in tliis'ta tegb

the order of my predecessor. Governor l\oscley, on the occasion of
recent Indian disturhances

Front.'the County of Leon.-Capt. Visber's company of mounted ,

nien, musterd in.3Oth July. Capt. Johuson's company of Infanlry!
ainstered in 4th Augutst.

-F/ om hthe County of AiaeAua;-Capt. Dill's company of: mounted
men, mustered in 2d August.

Front the Conty of Duval.-Capt. Ledwith's comnpany of m!oun- 

ted men, mulstered in 7th August. ' 4

From the County of Coltumbii.-Capt. Knight's company of moonte-
ted men, mustered in 7th 'August. ' Capt. Ellis' companyofrm'ounted

men, muistei-·d in 8th August.
Fromn the 'County of Hillsboroughf-Capt.. Clark's company weriC

J, j .:I: ~;- no mustered in, hut drew forage and provisions fur 26 horses: caod

Having received satisfactory informationbfrom the Secretary of.
War, and From the commanding General in Florida, that &'r sufficient

force of United States troops had been ordered to the frontier of FI udth
and vere ii the field for the defence of the settlements afnd the-,pru'
tection of its inhabittnts , and~ihat the State i.olunteers would not bCr n
mustered into the Uuiited States' service6 I ssmied my General Ordei

of the'first of Octoluer' di etina them to le mustemed out of the SintO'

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~5
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ice, copies of;vhichI transmitted tol the Secreiary of War -at I
. Washington, and to the General commanding at Tampa BRay.I

It wil bel see: that these troops were ordered intoservice by Gov.
Moseley; immediately on the' intelligence 4eaching the -Capitol of
the1State,'!6f` the murders committed oil some of our fellow ciiilzens
atitheir homfes, whilst in the peaceable pursuit of -their accustomedl
occupations; by parties of Seminole Indians, at Indiati River in % the
13th; and at Pease Creet, on the 17,tlh.o July last; and upon tile ur-
enit arll' id·adviceof some of the most intelligent, observinig and

`1 'll4abqlle men in the Eastern and Southern portions of this State
men' wvelJ acquainted with Indian character and habits, and,,who con- 
;sire'drthese acits of outrage as indicating a spirit .ofdetermined hos- II
udlitYtwhid6h would soon manifest itself in a general, destruction of the.
lives and property of our citizens upon the whole line of our exposed [ I
;, and defenceless frontier, allnd would soon extend' to the more densely06bpblaitd settlhimenis, and that grcat and irreparable injury would be' I
done, unless the most prompt and efficient measures were takell by 
the authdiities/Jf this State to place ulo11 the frontier a suffcint
force to repol.he incorsions of those marauding. savages, and keep,
tbermnin check until the Govrnmeot of the United States. could ordcr I
into this, State and on ihe exposed and unprotected Indian firontier ot f U 

Y Fl0rida, a military force sufficient to insure the safety and protection [
of-:-Oiheeborder settlements.

S.~ Ssudden and unexpected were these outbreaks, occurrilng with iI
afew 'days of each other, at i'ery distant points oil the Athlanltic and

-,-,,the . ulf,'that a geneial panic was created. Tj'he people 'Lvere flyino
:-fromr their homes to-hastily thrown-up defences, or escaping. as best
ihey could from the impending danger. The inhabitants of oie set-
* tlemc ot,-including men, women and childien, who haid the tdvantage:

'diti escaptog by wvater, reached the City of Sti Augustine in the most I
distiessing and pitiable condition, which called forth the commini emr

,:i. lion of the citizens in a general town.meiting; and after a full in.
t vestigation, bad before tile United Stat,~sJudae loi the Northdxn D U

, triqtuof Flwrida, it was determ"'ined to con-imunicaie the facts, aind call. 
J Upon the Executive of the State for a force wvhich would insuie imo

5- mrediate protectiot to the exposed nd defuncdess fionutier.
'jndige Bronsun says, in'a letter to Governor Moseley, "all tbhis' 
seems Au put it beyond question, that the rising is genertial, aid' (hat
all the Indians ave engaged in the hostilities ;. hence the pIost Vigo'.J
rous and prompt measures seemrnecessary. Howlargen &forde shouldl
be galled out,: is a point which I do not fieel myself. comiiefent to de,

t'c;,-cide ; kot I apprehend, that from .five, hundred to a thousand men.
3- would by no meants he tbo many." Aiid Mr. Senator Yulee. says,.

4 in a-letter written to Goy. Moseley on the same occasioti," my ad.
, vice to yalu is, to throw into the field at once a regimeht of illfilty,
and. one ot horsemen, to affor-d a complete coveri to the settlerments . I

Such are the circumstances- 001er which my predicessot calltd the
-Stat.6 volunteers iuto, service omi the Indian tiontier, with iush ulletiolls

to the officers not to petetrate into the Indian Resene, bitt to afoid I

II-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.~
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PI'OLkction to die settlemntllfs until a sufficient force of United Stat,'s
tr(ops couild Ia Irouht to their uelief I t was expected that the Iol.
tunteeiq of thi9 State, called out unedr such circumstances, would htcr-Iuben munstered into the United Slates' seryice. But such notip.aving
betl 0..:::- qjl~eell the, case, IL hcanin my dullty, on teceivinfg information that the

IUnited States had itasutlicivnt mililary force on the frontier for ihfejurotection of the settlements, to order them out of service. And it
becomes equalli now my duty to urge upon the government oftheUlnited-States the obligatioi which it is under, not only to makd pro-

itsion for tlie paynand subsisUUnce of the volunteers thus ordered into
sorvice to-pertorm duty and render a protection to the rontier sette-f
mcnirs,. which the General Government had stipulated to periorm-
but to ask also that adequate provision may be mado fdr all losses of
M-ustained by our- citizens troin Indian disturbances iii Florida, and erir~omnpcnsatioii and support for the inhabitants on: the frontier, who
have been driven from their homes by the recent Indian outbreak, .,dia
and forced to seek shelter and protction in forts and stockades, which the'
they ha&, been compelled to build and defend ; and that all thosei
who performied such duties may he considered in service and allowed i o
pA-y; in accuidaince with.he militia law of this State, which provides I thib it ", If a 'sudden iniasion or insurrection shall take place or be inado

or threatened onl aniy Portion ot' the State, theconrnanding offcer ' tyof the militia, or atny portion thereof adjacent thereto, shall be and
he is hereby authorized and eiijoined- to. order out the militia u~nder_,, tmphis commnand to repel dri soppress the same, and troops thus ordred

" into service, shall be sub ject to and governed by the rules and ar-
ticle qof war of the Government of the United States, and shall be, ,,, L Unut
entitled to all the pay and eomoluments of the'same, while so in abeI
'gservice.".

I hese are Ibelieved to be just demands which I consider it igyduly
to urge upon the nttentioni of Congress, ad I engrtge' it mye dutyriI
ance of this' duty the more cheerfolly and confidently froin the psl -
suarsioin th:t your. ExcelIIency understands all te ilcumtrnsta n
relation to the continuance of this remnant of the Seminole tribe of
.Inidtans minFlorida, and the obligation. on the pail ofthe Fe a9Indians at of the Federal gov~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~dra o-rtaeinmetntto keep lhem under properrestraintand control-wvhich places Ithen in, a position, in regard to the State of Florida,.differing from the- LI 11,melations of any of the, other tribes of Indians in regard to the other Lu
btates of this Union-and will cordially co-opel-ate with me inpres- -,i tersing upon Conrtes Ihe necessity, onl princilples of hunlanity oayd jus-a thLice, of iakitig:8some' immediate provision for these objects. a d dt

By the treaty of Payne's Landlng,.couiduded the 9th May, 18.312, ecs it w-s gtipulatezd that ,the Seminole Iiidians rellflquish to the United-.,- l an
States all claimto the latds they at. present occupy injthe I eitoly-
of Floida, a'nd agree to emigrate to,the counltry assigned to 'tme
Crees, west of the'Mississi pir iver,",and that they will retooe diangw ithin i bit rvecwithin three yaeas atfter athe ttcatuon ol 'this agiceinent. 'heli ' 0Porni

their removal, by the piovisons ofthat hieaty, should havebe
tcct tplished by the nionth ofMay 1835' 'But soime diffi ulty Iocui- '

-c *. 4
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~rn inrerardtotheir rt~moval,G~en. Clinch ·agred~ to a pojslporbh.::~i =i:; Imintbf uptilthemoupth 'Of November ofthatl year, and ially they t&: - . JFused to OiJyj Wit the prvisionsof the'treaty, and the war ensudd d.arid "continued Liind6r v~arious circumstances, gteatly to the injury I'nfhie'Pdopl eof Fldrida, unti the pacification entered into by Gen. ',·'tin 1842. It should be taken into consideration that, in all 
the1'se1 arranrnients, the people of Flodrida had no voice or agency,,

ilthoibugal the -party most deeply interested in their consequences and
results Living under a territorial orof government, they could'_1l61C only io th66nited t~tates for protection and justice. The treaty_for the i6i iiciral ofthe Indians, _which resulted ii a bloody arid des.j';tru-ctwec war,- long to be remembered by the settlers ard purchasers,of ie public lands ifi Florida, was a measure of the General Gov-ernment, dictated as well by considerations of pecuniary benefits, as Fgf general podlicy by the emigra tion vhich the removal of the In-

Adias fiour Floida was calculated to encourage, and consequently.
the 'dehnand N4hch -it would create for, and the enhanced value which

,it vwouH gn e to the lands of the United States in Florida, and there,:,
:,for6 became to.these pioneers and purchasers-of the public do main i ;
It, the, 'wildetniess an imiportant consideration in the contract, which,-dhcbad and have at right to call upon the General Government in

ooa faith 'a'nd justice to fulfil. Aind the cessation of hostilities and,.
e~t~n~iolaa g arrangement uhich was made by Gen. Worth fur the In.

ainding in Florida, was likewise done for the benefit and
nrice oP theGeneral Governmoent, without consulting the in16eeof-l 0(104. l o~Florida ; fior it 'will nlot be contended that thei

thii~d State' a o the power· to compel the wkale of the Semi-
trle Indiansito complywrith thdir part of the treaty of Paynte's Land- V J

The REot Jdhn'C. Spencer, Secretary of War, in a letter to Maj.
ten. Scott; dated 10th May, 1842, says "Anxious to curtail the ' tt,,itraurdinay. expenses incident to the warfare, and sincerely de- -
'~sirrous of promoting peace, the President directs that Co], Worth - 4iI. b'autrciited, as soon as he shall, deem it-expedient, to declare UI lhat hostilities against the Indians have ceased, arid that they will

ot b6t herenewed, unless provoked by new aggressions ontheir part.
Put it ib ae smetaedriosform that afor-ce at least equal to Ierce regi...
rnlntls be ;:etained t6 lm 0cordon or line of prolecliou for the fionri--tkirer settlements. 'Ihe action of Congresk will he invited to aid Irl
>hedefence of theterritory by the settlempent of' our citizens there,

'Vnrd oferingto tteni inducpeients for: such settlements by graturi-l0 bf land 'by allowip the rations for subsistence, and by the , I ,

16,11 of aims' I 
, .

And accorojngly, by a General Order, dated Cedar Keys, 14thI 
Ust, 184;t is h erehy.anitiunced that hostilities with the 'f

:drans '·ithiin th~is territory havo.ceaSed.". '"' The lands thus teni Irarily a'sifed as theiplantfingand hpniting grounds, are with,
~il the follpking boJ~ru ndid ri os,"' &c. "·, The, fourgoinh g arrangements i I
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J I ~~~~~~~,ar in. accoridance with the instruction 1 of the Pesidient "Of the

IL Un~~ite 4States."

In ll tee ar, nemfls te eol ofFlorida, whbo werb de

mmediatly andvitally interested in all the conseqiwert esWhc

~sul~ fro the, ha no oice. The petitions and remonstrnts r

C ther TerItra Legislature were unheeded -nor werethe~ u

0 l~~~-atins of the United States Government ever opid ih h

two egIitt" eenot retained. " No cordon or. line of protection '?

fior the fr-ontier settlements" was ever establishied. The citizens to

* K.) whiom inducements had, been held out too~rtnt such' settlemen~ts,

werelef inthe wilderness to which they haed been invited 'by the

Government of the United States, under the m-ost solemn assurances

4 of ~protection and ainple pro~vision for their security and defence, and

7. - hs uests they were--~unprovided for, by the side of their savage

neighboswhbua short time before had be)en burning their -

,AI ~ ~~houses, and murdering their wvives'and children. Had the cordon orrf

~~' - posts ever been established at proper points, as provided, the settlers'

-would have had places to rally upon, in caseofdneoraimad

greater confidence ,would have been inspir-ed. But in this-they weicI

sadly deceived. No troopS were retained for their defence an'd pro

:It

tection. A company or so were stationed at Tamnpa Bay'and'St.' ,

Augrustine, but too remote from the Indian boider to be called-a jiro '

tectLion;1 and even those troops, during the Mexican war, were With-

dra-wn from the State, and only one company of Florida VoluOnt~eis

remained at TaiYmpa Bay ; whilst th nin ere perminlted Ito d

'iii ~~and, of course, had every opportu~nity afforded them to see th& e"'

II I ~ I fehceless condition of the frontier settlements. And moreover Ilhe

I h~~utral grodud, which was to have been provided betteen the& In

jlr~i1.'i. I rdian reserve-, wais. not respected, but was run out by parties of 

ted States surveyors down to the Indian border, and in ,some1ipiSO

4i ; ces over it, and sales of land were made; all of which avhs 'Well

jrX~' 
calculated to provoke the Indians to acts of aggression and riolencev 

N 1.11iand to endanger the safety and security of the frontier settlreirits 

'i~i i:~-i~l .- :latiowhich the United States Government was bound to protectandd

fenid. The Territorial Government repeatedly urged the closidera

tion of this stae of things upon the attention of-the General Governi;

were left the wilcleness lo wiere heot 
regaid O I ed b ant l

LIII ~ ~ ..-moent, but its complaints and remontstrancus wvr no&cadd;ad~I
Since the formation of the State Government, not a year has plai 47

ihiat hese subjects have not been pressed in the sternest terns PO;

41I1 tehe oseitioli of the sident of the States dned poW

LI ~ 411 .: Cnngr~ss.~by the Governor of' this State by resolutiolls of thb

K General Assembly. At the first sessionohe Gen U eral Asslil Y

112 ~ ~ a ery sth 0t uy, 1845, prearmbe and resolutiotsV' 74

unatimou -sly adopted, i urging upn Threisident and upon

the 'unprotected condition of the oteselmnsadhu 
lflei

i~pots eer een stalishd ir iloier setlemnts; sPoi, andsetes i~

I .. foeaer lossies sutained by e Indtan depredations. '[hey say,"

I 
I sa . loeeivs .3s trupswitaretined by 

hcsr eloc d uI

a, 1it as ne, of the earliest and most iupoitant of the dmitii volv d t

il~ L. Upon i thean ast an independenlt nsicbs of the Utiioq, toe
1th

!i 

____ ____,hdeer pqr~lt a~dd hmose h'`p-:



ntlon of Confgress to the losses sustained by the baMits, du.

Ing the late cruel and0desolating Seminole war-to their just

claims' for indemnification from the Government for these losses.,'

Aud.GoY. -Mjoseley, in his mressage to the General Assembly ii No-

vebi'e, '18453, says: "The Government of the United States Is

surely bound, by every consideration of justice and humanity, to make

Xearlyprovision for the losses sustained by this unfortunate portion of-,i:

out'citizens. The policy of the Federal Government, in heretofore : -

PCrmittingo the tribe of Indians to remain in our territorial limits, hot - 1
,'onlj in violation of the treaty of Payne's Landing, ratified more than l, -

s.,ten years ago, but in the face of subsequent engagements solemnly -

reciwed, and treacherously'violated on their pait, under circumstaa-

c es of aggravated cruelty and perfidy, is a subject to which, my at- U
tention' has not unfirequently been directed since your last adjourn-`D

ment. It is to me a source of unfeigned regret, that the policy of the

frovernment, in regard' to the emigiration of thwe Indians, prompted Ii;
as', tbIS measure was not only hy dictates of hbumanity to the people.

but tisan act of justice, should not have been carried out in regard 7i

to tlh6 Seminoles."

In October of the same year,. Gov. Moseley, in a letter to Presi- r

~hdeni Polk, com1-plains of the hostile disposition ofthe Indians,.nnd the

' defcnpeless situation of the frontier settlements. Again, in 1846 and

'1847, the subject of the removal of the Indians, and remuneration of

d our citizens for losses sustained, is strongly urged upon the PresiI
dent hnd Conigress by the Governor, and by resolutions of the Qene. ,

Al Assembly. And in 1848, the Governor, in his message-d the

tGene-ral Assembly, 9 resses this sub:ject with.force upon the onside-

,ration of Congress, and says: "To obtain a speedy as well as

peaceable removal of this remnant~of that once powerful tribe, is

'doubtless the anxious desire of the people of this State. Any

measuies, however, which shall be adopted, with aview of inducing

the In in wardians to emigrate, may terminate in var, and hence before I

any-steps are taken towaids negotiation1 a large and efficient mi ii

taiy force should betrw pon 'thec line dividi ng the white s ettle- .

A' n ments and the Indian reservation. AMd should the General Gov.

ei'rnent not immediately attend to. our: request for their removal, ' jI
it *s beli eved s a force is now demanded to restrain the Indians

.,within their prescribed boundary, and from acts of violepnce4and io

1 afflrrdqaimet-to the alarms of our citizens, and securityto, their prop- ' 

citly." --So' that it can be clearly and couclusively'showfl that the ' I

--people of Florida have at all limes looked to the G-eneral Qdvern.

-'i w ment asbou6ndtoeffect the removal of the Seminole Indianss'agreea. 

' ly to t provisions of the treaty of Payne's landing, which com-

PIeted the negotiation, and.the subsequent treaty of pFort'Gadsden for

'their removal, and'to furnish a force sufficient for time protection of'

r -thfotiei ettlejaents, and to 'keep the Lndiins under proper subjec-'

ur tn ntil that should be accomplished. But I cannot believe that it

"x ill be necessatry for ie to accumulate authorities and argufnents to

oi estLtblish these points-the Gwovernment of {he United States admits 'I

' 

-~~ 
.Ii



Y.

~28 
fr''t-'fl ''--'them. The removal of the Tndians fiom Florida has rmerely been

"t Y ' ,.'':.suspended, to suit the convenience of Government, never abandonedn
andthe most energetic arrangements, I am assured, are now inprpo tgress for their immediate removal. And as it regards protection to''ii[ ,: .:; tle settlements, the authorities of the Government at Wa shingtor \Hj : ;.,,had full official information of their weak, defenceless situation fiaom

:'their peculiar position, and planned and promised ample protection,
lj - .; whvbich was never furnished. Gen. Worth, in a letter dated 17th No.l , -'...ember, 1843, says: All have visited Tampa, except a few of the

very aged, but in parties of ten or fifteen only. Their apprehen..,.., .--. "siols, under the policy pursued, will soon wear away; when, if on- ,* *.:r-"''" sidered desirable, advantage may be talen 'of a favorable eccasion
" to send off the whole. Precipitaney will occasion many and veyaz-'.tious difficulties. When done, it must be thoroughly and effectual- ,find ' , ly done; for if tenr of these warriors remained maddened to a spiritj ': . .- &6 of hostility, they would suffice to break up and scatter thie entire line,7 "' of new settlements, alt/rough ten-fold their number; which, although -

fI 1 L.' ' s:composed of' occupants under the armed occupation bill, have 
"il . -" neither weapons, nor the disposition to use 'them-not one of tenf , ,:', appearing with arms of any description."With these facts communicated by a distinguished and experienced ,-r'..officer in command, who was well acquainted with the Indians :and 

the nature of the country occupied by the settlers " under the armed :o.. ccupation bill," who had been induced by the offers and promises of1theGeneral Government to settle in the wilderaess, nothing swas,;
dil. one for their security and protection. No troops were furnished, A ,' :-no-posts established on which the sparse settlements could rally for

; safety in case of danger. And when the evil day came, and they,',r, 8: were driven from their homes, they had to build for themselves has- ,:. ' ltily constructed defences, into wvhich their wives and childien were. ' ,,huddled together, without scarcely a cover to shelter them fiom the''- .inclemency'of the weather; and where I am assured many yet rc.ls:l . .main, under circumstances ofsuffering and privation ofthe most heart- ,: ,rending description. Fo ced to abandon their crops before they vere · . ',| I ' matured, or could be secured, and having exhausted the scanty sup -"I *. -: i -plies which they were enabled to secure in their flight, many must
- e reduced to a state bordering on starvation, unless the Federal', ' 'Government, as it is in duty bound to do, shall afford them immediate R .-- , relief. And I feel the necessity the more imperiously forced upon., me to urge this subject upon the attention of Congress, as, by the.system of biennial sessions adopted by this State, there will not he asession of the representatives-of the people for a year yet to come

;,' .'' .who could more ably vindicate the rights of their immediate conslit- ,.,i' , ents than I can hope to do. I trust that your Excellency, impressed .i l -, with a sense of its importance and justice, will malke this commui-, u n''Cation the subject of a special message to Congress at an ea'ry ;ay .' ,4of the session. ' 'I6't~. -" - 'WUith assurances ofmy high respect and consideration,'l am your
!, r' . oQot obedient serv't. - THO. BROWN.

"Ii ,!' .2. : a~of
1'4 ,l , , . .. . ,. ,* ... . . . ,, -,. - . , wx~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·
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Fromn the Secretor 3 of War to the Goernor olowin;
WARa Dr~qARTMRNT~

of the IT-srzngton, D)cemberne 14, 1849., 
S Y of the '29th 'nultino addressed to the President, hasi

ecu" siubmitted to this Ddpartment for an answer.,.
-It, moain purpose is to invoke the aid of the Executive in havincr g

tlhe Stateof Florida indemnified for the expenses incutied th il
threatened Incursions of the Indians, evinced Jby their acts of violence ?
ahd ouftriaae committed during the last'summer on Indian Rivei and
PsPease ,Cicek. Without assenting entirely to the inferences ot poer 

1Excellency, deduced from, the past events that have occurred in Pier.lIr'
;-ida, or admitting the necessity of the action of your predecessor in--

"'1callino foith this volunteer force, still'it is considered that there %vere, 1
pi obable grounds of apprehension, which may have required that the
Executive of Florida should have interposed a military force for the

-pi otection of its frontier. Therefore, in accordance to the views of '
tile President, I am directed to say, that at an early dlay he XVill in- 

'I te the attention of Congress to this subject, and recommend that a -

* , easonable appiropriation be made which will indemnify the State of 'I
_ZprFloida for necessary expenditures made for the, military defence of I ]

'the" fionutier, since the outbreaks to which I have alluded.

'th lieifima ry to this Mossagepf the President and necessaryf fop 4
:Jlie information of Congress, in respect to the amount which may he* ¶ppropriated, I request that you will forward the muster end pay rolk III'

* (oi copies thereof) to this Department with such 'authenticati6'n, 'a 
your Excellency may give or direct to be given.

Xwithin the scope of information that has reached this-Department,
there is the hope, that the Indians will consent peaceably to emigr ate
from Florida an object of great concern not only to the authorities'
okfFlotida9 but also to those of the Federal Government. K

hae~ thehonor'-to be, your Excellency's most ob't serv't,
GEORGE W. CRAW FORD, Secretary of War.

['is Excellency THOMAS Bxowx,
Go6vernor, &c. &c., Tallahassee, Fla.

From the Governor of florida to the Secretary of War. '

ExucuTvE DEPARTMENTr, FLORIDA, K
GTallahassee, January 8, '1850.'

The ion. oGEf tE CRAWFOEP, Secretary of War:"[
14ours of the 1h ultimo I have, received, and, in accordance , '- !Y your'', a

"9Yls, and Y irequest, I now forward to you copies of the muster and pay 'I01)Alls, aud abstracts of amounts Jbrsqhsistence, &c., for the informa, .
!011 9pfpCogress, in respect to the amount which may be necessary:

te a inte r ndemnify the State of Florida for expeinsis incur 1
reP~d i t eqtoutbreak of the Seminole Indians. But there are 0Me ;ccous fur subsistence fur the troops which have not yetlieen If

erved to the ofce of the Quartermaster.General, and there are
pepitl omlanies on the frontier which performed 'duty Linder the oiI

·1·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ I 4.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'I~i I



7, TO BROWN

F.rom theSecr2etaryt ofwere Got rvegulrly mofs d intoflrla

ofithe 24wh utimo, coverin bthcoyothmstraisft CmK 

NIc, y d 6ytn(Spatharkma' lao rPturnkers loriavountes, fs theMi i

received ;~ignteSS of nor00,000 itouh a reason givenW

prpls dyclss of claims r cnt

monthsafer 4t:gh rdspectr your most obedlen sertean r, 19
THOSo. BAiowN" 

the Sdi retary of tWe r to the Governor of Fservice b yi a.

W~ashingtlon, March I118g: 

Si an h were tehn to b wedishare receipt of ymrention o

; · ~~of the 24th ultim0, coveritiff rboe cpy of the mus ct rrolls -of t-,i4ln-'

parkmie (Span's an's and Parkiers) of Floid volunteers fmay bemnend
Iende~red front July-to January last. 

'these no uster rills do not state ufodr what authority icusearp co

I 1 mm int~~~~~o servce.It~

nits iprtnved itto sekvice, nor is there aty reason gc t

pf anOp"~lystleps iiro seldice, to oy ngres contained thereinricar'

four menths after tile order of nofr Epcellvney of Ist Octolher ham

diceiiog vou dischnrge of tne volunteers intonto service, a tsr e m L,

wcoidencssor. wThat such r-, in authrifyin the corepaniesntcm had noltv ·

- tle esout and were athen to be bfischarete, Dparlies no mth e go;n

Iearkmetn's and Paryrer's coes under arorg which it may bever rco

tforauthority mo been aftevfr hceiving ts ordr dt
panitroos tinto servicel

l I. havteps ith re honor'tohe, to Congress an appoou riarien sor t
h

ir 

KpnJ·'ncrlt T j ereOmustbe evident. WO R S cthority, ot Wet. s" 4

·the. Oeneral Government r -~om the Executive of ai Staid, fo] le-

wi ivins, volr t Ooeers into service, tryofWamust

i R~~~~ccordanco with such previous -authority befure payment ctan be lu-

'14i: ' E ctrv Drurized. The mere voluntary enrollment of indivtidnuls, ViTbbu,
sueh authority, does not colistitute a clairn to pay. Nor ias iftlotiugh t'

as.iqthse cases, as exhibited before the Department, arh th 10 4

ernme't should pae for serhrices uder an oreanizrtion lev tte o 

the11thinstant, respectin g mopis after the oruter rotdisba Aent of c llA

itrooes in of Floridam

keL have tivr hoto to heWa, vlpy reeltftllhy, your oleterofnt ster thi~~i;; ,i. .HHi Excel oncy THOMAS B116W, Governor of Florida.c

r, rm the Governor of Florida3 to Ilho Sepretary'of Wla't~

Tallahassee, March 2thl;1850·! 

e' hhuary. -

Int ieplyiog your enquiries in,-rgardto then- 1 have to s5ay th4t

Vn-,



it does otailppear thathittlese companieee ever called into sl lcd I'

t~by my predecessor, not were thuy included in my order of 1st Oc 

touber,1849, directing the discharge of the yolunteairs ordered hiina

byicr 14 him. I was not, At that tiime, aware that such cumpalies i
1: n~ere in seivice. The facts of the-existence of these companies and

ofscveral other &ompanies of militia on the Thdialn frontier whose

returns have not yet reached this Department, came subsequentl1y to

,''" 'y.ksowledge;e'. 
The better to make understandingly the explanation which you re

-qxiire, I beg to refer you to my letter to the President, dated the 129th

N'bveniber'Ast, on the subject of the payment of the volunteers callal

into service by Governor Moseley, in which I say-" tot to ask also

thait adequate. provision may he made for all losses e b ou

eitizens forn Indian disturbances in Florida, and compensation and '

uI· Lort for the' inhabitants on the frontier who have been driven from ii4

theii homes by the recent Indian outbreak, and forced to seekVshelterI

a'nA protection in forts and stockades, which they have been 'eompel.

led to huild and defend; and that all those whd performed shch du-

ties, may be considered in the service, and allowed pay in accordaond;c 

'itll the militia law of this State, which provides that 'if a sudden eI

invasi'on or insurrection shall take place, or he made or threaten-
( edi; on any portion of the State, the commandingt officer of the mi-

tia, or' any portion thereof adjacent thereto, shall be, and he is

hereby, authorized 'and enjoined to order out the militia under his

command to repel or suppress the same; and troops thus ordered

into serVice, shall be subject to and governed by the rules and ar-

tidIes of war of the Government of' the United States, and shall be

entitled to all the pay and emoluments of the same while so in ser-
vice.
Uhider the foregoing provision of our militia law, the militia on the

frontieran, d adjacent to the scene of the outbreak were ordered into

sdrvice by their commanding officers, and they claim this provision

of the law and the necessity of the ease for their authority. These

people were at a distance from the capitol of the State of some five

hundred miles-,in a remote wilderness region, and cut off from any

dliect~ communication with the State authorities-strung Ir sparseiI

sottlkmlents across the peninsula of Florida, from the Atlantic to the - '

fxulf of Mlexico, and did not know in. many instances for a conlside-

rable len'gth 'of time that any troops had been sent to their relief, 4
o-eithe by the-State authorities or the General Government. / These

Poo pe "pl4Cre inivited by the General Government to settle in the W'il-

der-ndss, near savage neighbors, tnder the provisions of a special act

qf Congress, with the assurance of ample protection and defence

ngainst. Indian outrages, by the establishment of strong military pests

o Ithe Abole Inthan bordeop to he garrisoned bylat least two regi- ,

hient 'iof. Uniiled States trool;s-

'But thiit protection was never given. They were left without any-
lThe mitary posts vere not eSvtbhishud.' N d

t maops tvefence. coumtity to protect the settleujenfts,; aidwbem n I

ei: .- --:1l
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11 JnxrpmSeaef obtainitng this necessary information, as weill as th-e L;: iiiim~at e determiination of the General Governmenit, on the subitcf .It their removal to the West, areeably to treaty stipulations; to be hy, IFiII Ie n 'in' Nove next. AssemNbly of this State, at its bien 

,
4h i eteg ln'n ;Nvm~e next. !9 isasubject of vital Importance 'to the people of Florida;' ando. ne W~hich is reti g 

a,:a
one w hich i reat ing g reat exc item en t i i all the counties adj a ce to the Indian f1ontier. The murders perpetrated upon our citiiens ' "litlast year, were the cause of breaking up and dispersing all the set- ,·mienents bn the Indian frontier, ef this State, and produced a state of< distress and suffering amiongnt the defenceless inhabitants which beg-Iears description ; of which the Unitedl States authorities Iwere advised.,In a letter from General Twiggs to Lieutenant Colonel Freeman,Assistant Adjutant General, dated at Tampa Bay, September 1, 1849,'.,4published in the Report of thie Secretary Of War in December last, 4he'says " The panic is Dot less complete namong Ihe inhabitant4; H'all industrial Pursuits hare ceased. The "ettlers, flying from their 41f ams, are on this coast and East Florida, forted. as far north as Fort-King; rand from a report of Col. Smith, received on the 3Yst Ultimo,-,therem-enains but one single person south of New Sniyrna ott the ~j Keasternishore. There seems to be a general determination not itI· r rptnlrn until the Indians are removed." When, however, a force of It tb Iater4 ales :troops was stationed on the exposed frontier, sufficient 

'lb
S Qy sirong to insure protection, and inspire confidence, the routed in;. .eturled to their homes and uocicytiols, snder the sU. "a Ince that the adizin'istrat~ion bad determilned on the speed·I"mvi~.the Indians. In ajoint letters fioin the Secretary of War and theZnterior to Gen. Twiggs and Alr. Spencer, the Indian Sub-Agent at ITa tr r* Badated 17th Septenmber, 1949, they say, "1 In -evei~y as A~CCt of the ceondition of the Indian, so long as he remains in Florida,hs spebdy removal to the WVest appears desirable and necessaxy.- 

Ithbe administration, being thus impressed, have concluded that their,I*?,emoval; voluntary or forcible, is to be. ffitcted, and this Iu's Iiapart fr-om other considerations, should be regarded as more binding0en the Government, because of an obligation arisink(1 under a treaty2the. execution of which does not admit of farther Postponement."- cAnd Mr. Secretamy Crawford, in a letter to Gen. Twiggs, dated 21st ;ŽSepteniber, says To Captain Casey you will pleasa to comMUni Icate that the Government properly appreciates his moeritorious con- . 111
U ducf:il; h enino- coi4*ejices w mth the Indians, whereby they are pez· ,'. ilifted to select betwveen a peaceable ov- a forcible remnoval born Florin, ida,~or.:t may be more disagreeable, their partial or entne extem I 'it

*This policy, as determined on hy the administration, it is- hoped ,has not -been abandoned.. The Indians have not been removed, andj arge porio of the United States troops, it is understood, have 1teen wvitbdw i i -fror the' plotection of the frontier settleinents, hut- "" "21-of which I have yU received no Offcial infin mation. This statbtf jings has again caused great disquietude and alarm among the wP b

-, 5 -
- - -~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'E
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I!: I~cson _to frontier. The enclosed copy of a preamible Iajd resold. -

ijiois adopted by a convention of the people of. Hillsborough County? -

1ill serve to show to your Excellency the state of feelingi which p ji t

'P1 w ::- : , _:ai ls in that section of the State ; and similar resolutions! havebee n'

I idopted by the people of Benton and other adjacent couniies. Bt

dip l' recent occurrence on the lie of Benton and Orange Countie, o

ethlprobable inurder or abduction' by the Indians, of an orphan boy'

1ving in the family of Mr. Jesse C. Sumner, will haxke a- tedency

Ao create great agitation and alarm, and may lead to another break-

9in up of the settlements on the Indian border. I have received seve-t

r al letters from gentlemen residing in that neighborhood1 detailing,

the circumstances of this aflair, a copy of one, of which, from k.

M. Durance, Esq., I have enclosed.

'The people of Florida will not be satisfied vith any thing short of

I .a speedy and entire removal of the Indians froom the State. It as im-

Bir~il i possible that they can ever live in peace and quietude as neighbors.

The General Government has solemnly stipulated for their removal

The public lands have been purchased and settled with this eipres5

understanding. Humanity, on behalf of the people of the border- (

settlements, cries aloud for the removal of thb Indians-the prosperi-:r

t'oy'f the State demands it.

I1 would beg particularly to refer your Excellency to my letter to

S I ;:··.~General Taylor, dated 29ih November, 1849, upon this subjhct, and

my letters to the Secretary of War, of January 3d and March 26th 

of thii present year. a

Believing that your Excellenby will give to this subject your early"•

ii - : and serious attention, I aria, with sentiments of the highest respect '·' '

and consideration, your most obedient servant,
THOS. BROWN. ' 

From the Secretary of War to the Governer of Florida.

r,, Ia 
WAR DEPARATMENT,

Washington, October 7, 1850. Sd

-Sir,-Your letter of the 5th alt. to the President has, togetherP , 

with its enclosures, been. rdferred, to this Department, and I am - I
A rected to make the following reply J

The President has no intention whatever of abandoning the policy4

of his predecessor1 in regard to the remonval of the Indians. On the

contrary, his attention has been constantly an4 earnestly directed to;

wards the best mode of effecting their removal, at as early a period( 

as practicable. Whether that object can be best and soonest attaill-, ,q

ed by the' emloyment of military force is, to say the' learst, eS

tremely doubtful. The number of Indian men now in Florida, is e5

sh · ?nated not to exeeed one hundred. The externiination, or forcible-,

,'xpulsion hrn the tearitory of this, small rem~nant, could not.be

fected wit'hout a loss of life, and an expenditure of money, vastly die 4

proportioniedt their numbers. Under these. ircuumstakces, pohWcya.

4'ell as humanti y would seemn to that, so long as the' Idia

j· senaian 'quil~et, hostilities should not b" renewed by us.
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As the on'y rA of hostility committed by them for many years wasz
disavowed by the trith, ,and those concerned in it were either killed

rsun~enldeiea d to Gen. Twiggs, the hope was entertained tlit they

were at lencth convinced of the necessity of remaining at peace:withI:,ae xvhiies- ii
Unless the disappearance of the youth referred Jo in your letter, is -

i~nputahle to themr, nothing has since occurred, to induce a contrary
k belief. Nevertheless instructions, verbal and written, have been

,given toAtheagent residing amohg them, to impress upon their minds
te necessity of their removal at no dis't nt day. 'T'he gentlemani

ivho. discharger the'duties of agent, is said to have some influence . I
over them, a nd has been directed to endeavor, by every possible
m:ueans, to cultivate their good will, so as to augment this influence,
and give weight to his counsels. A copy of a letter recently address-
ed to him on this subject is herewith enclosed.

Should his efforts, aided by the-presence of a sufficient number of " I
triops to overawe them, and protect the inhabitants in their vicinity,
prove unsuccessful, -ther means will be employed ; and wvhei all .i'
other modes of effecting the object have been tried and found inelf .i 
fctual, force, if necessary, will be resorted to.

itt the meantime, it is hoped that the citizens of Florida will bear
Nvwith patience those inconveniences arising from the proximity of In-
dian's to vhich every State in the Union has, in its turn,, been ex-
p d ; and will recollect that no other State has liad greater efforts
' made, or- more monek expended for its protection against the Indians

than Florida.
As regards the youth, whose disappearance has excited so.much

anxie~y and alarm, instructions have been given to the agent to cause
the striciest. investigation to be made, as to whether be was kfilled or

alptur:ed by 'he Indians, and to report the result to this Departinent.
It is proper for me to add, in conlusion, that no orders have ben 

-given for the withdrawval of any portion of the troops assigned for
the proiection of the Florida fr-ontier. -

With the highest consideration of respect, your yery obedient set. 
anut,- C; 1. CONRAD, Secretary of. WVr.

His Excellency Tins. Bnowv, Tallahassee, Florida. I 1
From the Governor of Florida to the Secretary oP War.

ExucUTIvE DEIPARTMENT, FLOFIDA; I
--Tallahassee, October 22, 1850.

To the Hon'. C. M. CONRAD, Secretaty of War, &c.:
Sit rI have the honor to acknowledge the icceipt ofyoni letI~i of

the 7thist., and readtly agiee in the views 'of the President, tb ;tt
~ poitiy 'is wiell as humanity would dictite the piroprtity'of enduav-
lotin tI accoinplish the removal of the remnant of' Spimiinolt Indians;-:.
aemaiuina in 1'loiida, by pe'ieable, iather than forcible aieasuesu
but ther e is a point at ibich that policy should cease, and I think thatu,

point has been ieached. Tie people of Flonida h ie borne, tot
seeteen tno only the " in6coventinee, but the outrageisgad and

I.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~W
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1l 1 ,e - v aiita~staitions of these murderous and treachjleros safges, who -liae ' 
zE4 l ' ,- sp'ared neither age noir sex. The Uinitcd States stipulaled by trealy i 

flor their removal from Florida in 1833 and the public landsw ele- i*i,;;< ~ sold to our citizens with this understanding; and the piesent fion '
Il( -: , ,e ienhabitants were actually invited by the General Gbovenlment to,r;F= , -- settle on the public lands on the Indian borders, with the solempl as-
,,, ",'"' surance of protection, and a speedy removal of their savage neigh.
:l ; ''' , bois; so that the people of Florida occupy a very different position,

,I n¢ ;'i regard to the Indians within their borders, from the other States- o1' -^i-t-ef this Union. And in regard to the large amount of "molnpy.ex. ,
1 : pended" in unsuccessful efforts for their removal, it is' believed to be= . -attributable to the policy pursued on the part of the General GQvoen 1

wment, in sending large forces of regnlar troops-unsuiled to such ser-lvice-to hunt Indians in the swamps and wilds of Florida; whilst a
much smaller and cheaper force could have been easily obtained-- well acquainted with the country, and such service, and woulId have , -

fl -: - been more efkctive, and less expensive.
Tou inform me that "11 no orders have been given for thewithdraweal 

, of any portion of the troops assigned for the protection of the Floi- fi' a frontier." Having been favored with no communications fihoM
the commanding General in Florida, in regard to his operations with 'the Indians, I am vithout infornmation respecting the force " assigned
for the protection of the Florida firontier ;" but the informalion; whic -
I have received firom other and various sources, upon which I canxre 2ly, is, that troops have been withdrawnv fiom the protection of thefriontier, and that the inhalbitants are in a state of great excitement
and alarm, from the fact that they do not consider that they have any 

P~~~r !, protection, and which, I fear, may lead to an interruption of the -,'4
p olicy which the President is desirous of maintaining. I enclosce
you copies of two letters received fiom gentlelmen in that region of -the country, which may serve to show the condition of the peopke,. 

."I~ ~ and afford some information to the Department proper to be kpown.. % .'; ;-These gentlemen are highly respectable, and their statements may 
be relied upon.

J am, with the highest consideratioll of respect, your very obedien ' i ~~~seri'ant, &c. 'len ant, &c. -t. THOS. BROW N. 

Semninoles in.Florida.

'From the Special IJoian Agint to the Governor or Florid a-,

Noember 6 1850. ,,, 
Sir': Ihave the honor to inform, you that I aml acting, under the, -' ' . instruetions of the War Department, as Agent for the Florida Indians ,

n;' dan that it is my duty to do all in my power to keep themn qwuiet andi
; I i' '", ,within their limits, until they consent to accept the liberal terMns ol- '-fered to induce, them to emigrate peaceably, or until the Genenial Gou- 

'einuknt decides o~a their forcible expulsion. ','

ll -s i ,.- 7 

J 

,t ,i' s 
'' 
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All but a parly or )out twenty varrtorv-ouyl'v tinder Erba.
hnatthscparty ,tvilLbre, and have been, within theirn Jiln-s, and Idhopu 

iparty xvill b!e found within the lmits or captur-ed- before, lb
by tbhe chiefs and head ron. II the white boy, stolen fi-orn Mr. Sunn-
nut sin gt last, was taken by Indians, this party took him; and;the" head bihie has pr-omised to do his litmost to deliver them 1pALS
plsunerswhetever wve are satisfied that they took or killed the boy
I am' ow engaged in collecting testimony in relation to this subjectIt a ffords me pleasure to say, that the prineipal chiefs are anxiou to
a void a war, and that I am not wvithout hopes that they will rarmo (I
1o the West, under the liberal offers of the Government. I shall not
fail tto communicate to your Excellency any intelligence All this sub- 4ject which may he of sufficient interest.

With great consideration, your.very obedient servant,
JOHN C. CASEY,

C Iaptain United States Army, and Special Indians Agent.
His rxcellency TioirAs BiowN,

Governor, Tallahassee, Florida. I,'

Letter from the President of the Union Bank. A

UNION BANK OF FLORIDA, October 31, 1850.
Sir :,-I have the honor herewith to hand.you a list of such stock-

hodlers as, by charter, are eligible to the office of directors.
At each previous session of the legislative body a similar listwas furnished to the Governor, hut although the 16th section of trhe j 

charterdirects that "there shall be annually appuiinted on the pad 'of the Territory (now State) five directors, which-appojntinent shall -be mdde previous to the fourth Monday in; January, in every year,yet sinrce t:he organization of the State government no directors, on
its paithmive been appointed. May I take the liberty respectfully

3. to suggest that said clause of the charter should he repealed, if it
he the intefition, of the Legislature that it shall not he executed.

flits institutitn has long since ceased to perform the functions of i2" a bank of discount and circtzlation, attd has confined itself to wind..,"
ing Ltp and settling its affairs. Untler these circumstances the ri u-in 
ter of directors required by tho charter is tittnncessary, and mjiyxvi. ih advantage be reduced to five, any three of whom should coni- I
stitute a, oard for -the transaction of busiriess. There is, moreovertiii the Cotstitution of the State, a disfranchisement of bank dtrec Ntors, which creates an unwillingness to serve in that character on
the part of stockholders, who, from their position in society, would-taturally be selected for the office. The eflct of this canse scentsto'retnder a redtiction~ of the nitmber of directors absolutely necessary.

In a communicatiof to your predecessor, dated 2d December, -
1846, jsaid that " the Union Bank of Florida will prornpil3 aeccopostich alteration of it charter' as -will surrender its bankitig jrivilegea o it
-re airiing oily ifs- tslzorforalre character f¶t the m19w o enenntrllvly
~;wiuditig pup its rifuirs>" . J

* * -·-:
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Whe retention of its' corporate chbracter is deemed'essental to
ii · (thatolhjcct. Under the expectatiodn'that it mright become eixpedient

jJ-wrole. for and obiaiined, copies of trust -deeds under which -tanki ina .. to.. plac th ainsiuinidlchnso tute ayyasao
.'.;N ivYorkr and in Philadelphia had gone irLo liqiid atia ; but l-wa'd

.a~dvised ithat, fur tie I;purpose of windlingt up its affairs, the baiik oiikt
to relain its corporate character ;: for that the skill of the most-emli- 'C
Por ent lefial cottrisel had (ailed to draft a trust deed, which would meet
al cases. and that, s a consequentce, the trustees were constantly * ~'

I I and at great expense, involved in chancery suits.
1 - . - Very respecifully,

JOIN G. GAMBLE, Presiden f4 f~~~Its' Excellency,mo::OMsBRowN, Governor of Florida.t

! Corres ondence upon the Boundary Que~tion -

From tho Governor of Florida to the Governor of Georgia. - r
ExEEcUTivE DEPARTMENT,

Tallahassee, Nov. 27, 1849.
'his Excellency G. W. TowNs, Governor of Georgia:
Sir.--It was With feelinIgs of tile most sincere regret, I obseu6et d-

:in our"" recent message to the Legislature of Georgia, that yo~ur
F'1cellency characterizes the action of the General Asserbly of .4

'Florida, in regard io the resolutions adopted by that body at its last
aession, on the suliject of the disputed boundary between, Lhe'two

, , States, " as discourteous" to the authorities, of Georoia. Belie'viog
lthlat rhtre could have existed no just grounds for such a charge, I

4 l·~- ~i$:"-iav'eexat IIind the published proceedings of. our Legislature on that
suhject ; and I cannot refrain from the expression of myjust sui
prise, that your Excellency should. have for one moment-laborbied

`urler such an impression, and that you should have made so grave
a chrirgo against the General. Assembly of this State, fr a catse
so ·little jsiifying it ; for on the contrary, thle stronnest desiie N
minifmesied on the part df the General Assembly of Florida to if

'~foid every- facility for the settlerneni of the conlroversy gbetween- 1ho
tj-wo· Stties, anid to ineet our elder sister of Georura in a spirit of

Nt amity-, anid reciproct.y. 2
Oil tile first day of the session of the last General Assembly of --Florida mly predecessor, u.Msza inhsnulmessage,

`rouoht to the consideration of the representatives of' the peole,{iu t tled quesiion of boundary betweten the two .Stats, and
-- says -" The last General Assembly of, Geor ia adopted a report

' and resolutioiis, which I herewith transmit, accompaniedl by a.
:" "leier (')i that sulbject ·from his Excellency, tlie Govprnbi,·of thatr, `State, in which it is pioposed (uoni certain anreed te is) to';tiet on tht subject i em his E celleinty threGd fein10 tof iha

N' miLt th quetlion to the Supreme Cotitr of the Untied Stnaes;I:h,·tch repo~ :iconclttdee .wtt t 4iese word* ;:,,IYourI commi t atee, i,

4 ::: 'h -

I,
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I, Thus yecommendidjn a mod6e fr the adjustment of this long stanZ] 
toing conroveisy, would by no, means limit the dis-cretion of ithea.

xectitiirve as to the points or questions subJitteJ, with the ton

6' currerice of Florida, to the decision of the Supremie Court. We.

r 5ecommend that the Governor take any and alt such steps to close .

t this controversy in an amicable manner as his'judainent may d I

"tate; and~ith a view of furnishing to our sister Qeorgia tbhe -ev

dence of our feelings in this matter, be it resolved that the&Go0v-

ernor be requested to transmit to the Governor of Florida a. o py 

of this report and resolutions:"

This'report and the accompanying documents were referred to

the appropriate committees in both houses of the General Aesemn J

bly, arid, after full examination ard due deliberation, the committee

of the Senate made a report, with the resolutions to which your

Excellency refers ; and which direct the Attorney General of this,

State, as the must practicable mode of bringing the, question beforae

the tribunal proposed and desired by Georgia, to file a bill ina1e I

Supreme Court of the United States, " to coqfirm and quiet the

boundary line between the State of Florida arid the State of Geor- A V

g i ma and in this report they say " Yotr cootmittee have no ob-

jection toan agreed case, as recommended by the report of the

legislature of Georgia, if such a course is thought advisable by

the Executive of this State. They would suggest, howei.'er. that

i nuch time and consequeitt delay might arise, if such a course

should be azdopted, and perhaps a second failure. Your commjtteea

" doubt whfether the Supreme Court wouldtalke cognizantle of ,ar

agreed case,knowing that all courts are reluctant to. entertainlanly '1
,~ II tause, unless brought before them by due cotirse of laiv."

This course was'deeted by the Legislature of Florida, not only

.as respectful to the State of Georgia, but as respotsive to the ac-

tuon of that State. No doubt was entertained in respect to the jil-

risdiction of the Supreme Court of such cases, but it was-thou~hlt

that the most sure and speedy way to obtain a decision of the

question, would be by bringitng it properly arid fairly befurd' the.I

cu4t. And accordinigly the Atto rey General of this State pro-

ceeded to the city of Washington last spring, for thepurpose of dis- ,

's' charging the duty imposed upon him by the resolutions of the Gerte- V-

rial Assembly of bis State. 'Lhe bill was prepared. and the case- 

left under the care arid management of the assistaltit counsel au- 

thorized tobe employed by therestlttiods, aM who, it is presumed'

iill have it ready for the action of the next gession of the Supremer

Court, should the answer of the Stale of Georgia be filed in ijimend

for 'he consideration of the court, to which both' parties desire thg £- ',

merits ~of the controversy to be submitted, for a fiuial decree' and 

settlement. 
2 ' 1

Thinking it highly probable that your Excellency has never seeo nil

the' elport of Ile corntnittne of the 'Senate, accompanlying the real) s 

WutionS adopted by the, GJenrai l Assiibly of.Floriid! I heic furc '"L

1 
··: ··; i 4 i ,
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warfdedla.;copy (vilh this letter) of the Journal of the Senate, :.where 
the whole proceedings may be known, and to which I-beg to call

'your. attention, but particularly to the report of the committeA, which
-yut tit page 23whadch r

,-vill be -found at page 123; and I respectfully request that your
-Etcellency translitL the same, with this comnmpoication to tihe Gene-m
;rl A'semnbly of' ou'r State, thit Florida may be vilndicated against

I '- - -- ·'- the charge of discourtesy towards her sister Slate of *Seorgi.-And Ari
I beo, on behalf of the General Assembly of Florida; to disavow

j1i , any..rntentions of discourtesy towards her sister State of Georgia,
or any of her public authorities, and to assure your Excellency of
t'e most sincere desire on the part of the public authorities of this
Slate to cultivate and maintain the most amicable and friendly re-
l-alions with the State of Georgia, as our neighbor and elder sister
in the confederation.

And I ,beg your Excellency to accept the assurance of my high, .
colnsideration and respect. "S 

THOS. BROWN. " ,
From the Governor of Georgia to the Governor of Florida. '

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Milledgeville, 6th December, 1849 S
Sir:-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your corn,

i2'j '' ''I runicatiun of the 27th ult., a copy of which, with this reply and
the report referred toby you, will be laid before the General'As-'
sembly, now in session. 

Y:Your Excellency may rest assulred that you;r feelings of regret at
1' ' - -my having characterized the aclion of the General Assembly of-*'
171 ! ' 'Floridida, in regard to the resolutions adopted by that body at its last 
%1^~ t session, on the sulbject of the disputed boundary between the States;

as l'discourteous" to the authorities of Georgia, could not be mote

'tS1 , 'sincere tban the conviction of duty felt by myself, which iipelled
m\ e to say all that was communicated in my late message oin that

ubject; nor will it, I apprehenld, be thought remarkable by you that
I should have expressed the opinion I did of the character of the

; legislation of Florida, whenl reminded that the report of the commit-n
! v. A-' tee of yqur legislalure, accompanying the resolutions adopted, was , '

o f,,, ptfrtlished me by your predecessor, or any information given of
ltheexistlence of any such document, until politely furnished by yoa

.. finl a copy of the Journals, which came to hand a few days since. 
: I' 1- t Had Governor Moseley transtlilted the report with the resolu-

[9 :- '. -ions, I am niot prepared to say I should have regarded the action of
,your late Legislatulre as "discourteous" to the authorities of Georgia, 

l~i[ ' ' - '-while I could but have lamented that Florida had determined on the, ,

i '' ;',conrse pointed out inthe resolutions. It is wiih great pleasure'I ,ik
find that your legis!ature, by their report, recognized "1the kind and
(liberal sentiments expressed in the communications received font 

L '' 'T lhe althorities of Georgia,' and expressed the "desire that the friend - '

T r, -- ,1'r N h relattions subsisting between the two States, whose interests in - 3

~i~ ' ,4 ~ tt~r resisects are so closely allied, may coatintie unillterrupled. 

; 1 ' 33 33' . ,'~,~ . 3 , *- -' 3 ' ' - ', , " - '''-'3e
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ha [Hit in Os Vain to look to te6 resolutions, unacecompanie4 bv tjie.
1'eorl Ifor sdahtI Inenes so credditable to your-Leatslaiture, anid.so highly 
tpprto ciated by mne , ort Is- boelieved. that h dpparen ttdrIbness,

s~h~itgl· ~ b .'h""4'''' me to be indacated~tnnh be-a:s~o~; lutouaSwas relijeved by_ 
flny t cour '466d in . ov.'Moseleyr s. eteetof- de Ih'-Ebruary

at which accompanied the resplitieni Ir that letteryou piede- I
$ tessor gsays :'gTl~e eGeneral Ass6jbly -le ugh't proper-to pass

solutio0nstouchling die sutbectt, matter ain conhruoversy, anllh"orizni-g
ind-reqtuirnng -the Attorney General of thus State to file a bill ;in itl §

2 prerne Ceourt of the United States, to -confirm and quiet tU libou'I n-
dtary-line between thre States of F1'lrida and Georgia-.a ciopy(O'f
4hese resoluiuiouus is herewith enclosed. Your Excellency will nec- -

ceive that unless Geor-ia is willing 10 settle thiaquestion by agee-tug to adopt the line for which Florida contends, as the trueIineo 
b 'odary, i 'ii not authorized to take any further steps towards its

B elt ement. If, however, the Stateof.Georgia should qmanifesu at 
-WilliuigneSS t' concede the Linle claimed by 'Florida, 1 apprehendiht
would still be cempetent to the Executive of this State to a.rranger
the qiucstion at issue, in accordance to the claims heretofore ad-

ne4ffced and as Vet- not receded fromn -by Florida. Should Georgiai - i\notgive he.r sserut to such arraugomen t and settlenient of the quSs-- %
iton, the'as wfill be taken to the Supredmle Court, 'n obedience tol. II I

th e solutions of the General Assemnbly .. 4
.-::if -Georuaa had been ''kind and liberal" inl the sentiments express-
ed througb the repoft of her Legislature and Executive, wos it "kind I 7
and liberal on the part of your Legislature to respond by the adop-. A-ton of tesolutions ordering the Attorney General olf your State to,
institutea sturt aguimat her in the Supreme Court of the Uniwed*

.Statesi for the purpose apparently -of securing a right iw ionglolly II p
,,withheld by this State 

..For eorgia to have been ("kind and liberal" in her sentinents to
Filorida, and to be made thereby the-unwilling- and reluctant party 'Iso suit in law no proceeding in equity, involves a confusion of idaI-
tiome irreconcilable with the due appreciation on the part of your 't

L-egislature, of the treatment of Georgia tofthir State; I doubii not
yourExrellency will agree with me- that- there was htatlitle i, 7Gov- Moseley's letter of Februatv last, that was conciliatory in ts- I''~~oniitoy J4s-t 1
eharacter, or in the least calculated to remove the- deep impressioni -
left ulpon ~ry mind by lookirg o the resolutions disconnected fiVont
--he reppirt.Itt is tioe -h informed me that unless Georg a us: il- j! -i-tog!to settle the qttestion by the adoption of the line for thchPl -'Flo4

o-d contends,lie Was-net authorized-"tdareanyfoa-tler slCPs lowzards 
ats settlevienti." -I.t is also true that he triadethe sUgnestion it' Gepr 
&it would concede all Florida exacted-inl regard to- the true line, it.
wouldl still be coinpetent -he app iheinded, fo r himn t o-settle the t eba - ) I
troversyIwuthout a law-suit' but while a doutbt in Yeferene -co to This,
was fairly deduciblti he seeed qtttu te hpicut and clear-thnsa'ourd s -

GeOqia not giie her aasent to Such an airauguincnt and setleea · , i 

6 ' iI
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of the question, the case would be :taken to the SupJremeort, 

obedienceo the resolutions" .before alludediklpt WiVtih,fins · on- 
I mentary by Gov. Moseley-on the resoludongtfelt that th6'offero of -

· I I~ ;:. t:ihe.~,Aegliisalture of this Slate, to makie a case involving the whole,

facts&4 for the decision -of the Supreme Codrt, 'was not iiet'in thit
A ;'::cspiritwhich, I bope,-may ever charicierize the initerc rsee'biAlewe n

the .two States., -She -mode proposed by the lewslature of6 this,

4 ;: "~. (.Stawe was supposed to be more congenial to, the feelings, if not-s

snoteinharmony with, the avowed friendship existing betwmen the

outhoritles and people of the two, States. Moreover, Lhe E'i.&utie

of eoG~orgia was fully authorized, should this mode not mpee the

views of the Governor of Florida, to adopt any other-that cul6dbe

II agree4 upon. In viet of all these considerations, I am free to ad-

it I was not prepared for the notice, that Georgia. had to'submit to

thie- tgrrs of settlement proposed by Florida, or otherwise a sufi

would be instituted. J.

-flaying frankly stated to you the grounas upon which,,my 

opinion was -formed, in reference to the action of your legislaure, I'i

hope you will perceive in it a sufficient vindication for the apphlca

ncion of the term "' discourteeus"-which- you will pardon me for

sayipg, would not likely have been Used, but for the omission or 6 I'

-your pr~decessor to furnish me with the report of your legislature,

-explanatory of the object of' the-resolutions. Therefore, whatever -

:· :-. : of pain or regret is felt, either by you or myself, for the expre'ssfl 

··ii) a bthe opinion contailted in my late message to the legislature tis V

il ~I ·~--;~ properly -atyributable to that source, which failed to placqe in: my, p05

-L .ession ,thq entire docutents, necessary to a correct uriderstandingu

ofjhe feeling by which your legislature was actuated.

Allow me, in conclusion1 to suggest, that, if despatch was the 

8eo bject of your legislature by filing a bill, I atn strongly inclixied to 

thinl it will not be realized-as- nearly twelve mouths have dapsed

since the adoption of the resolutions by your legislature, and up to

I . tthiis , moment the only information of the existence of a proceedtng

in equity being commenced, is containeddin your late letter. Whether,

thq, true interests of the two States wotld not be promoted by a fur-

ther enTort -at negotiation, is not formally presented -for your consid-

w at -he same time, it is believed to be a qndstiqn of

that delicate importance, that it should claim due consideratiob froth,

:the authorities of each of the States, with the. sificere desire that

Jusee may be awarded to our respective States in the adjustrnfnt

--: - -- - f.this controversy, and that the bonds of amityand friendship 'may

.;, i become stronger ii every stage of its progress -

Your Excellency will believe me, with mutch consideration and

t'I 3espect,.to be ypur obedient servant, CEO W. T6WNS

9- T His Excellency THOMAS B-gowN I~dlahassee, lorida 1

r
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of the question, the case would be :taken to the SupJremeort, 

obedienceo the resolutions" .before alludediklpt WiVtih,fins · on- 
I mentary by Gov. Moseley-on the resoludongtfelt that th6'offero of -

· I I~ ;:. t:ihe.~,Aegliisalture of this Slate, to makie a case involving the whole,

facts&4 for the decision -of the Supreme Codrt, 'was not iiet'in thit
A ;'::cspiritwhich, I bope,-may ever charicierize the initerc rsee'biAlewe n

the .two States., -She -mode proposed by the lewslature of6 this,

4 ;: "~. (.Stawe was supposed to be more congenial to, the feelings, if not-s

snoteinharmony with, the avowed friendship existing betwmen the

outhoritles and people of the two, States. Moreover, Lhe E'i.&utie

of eoG~orgia was fully authorized, should this mode not mpee the

views of the Governor of Florida, to adopt any other-that cul6dbe

II agree4 upon. In viet of all these considerations, I am free to ad-

it I was not prepared for the notice, that Georgia. had to'submit to

thie- tgrrs of settlement proposed by Florida, or otherwise a sufi

would be instituted. J.

-flaying frankly stated to you the grounas upon which,,my 

opinion was -formed, in reference to the action of your legislaure, I'i

hope you will perceive in it a sufficient vindication for the apphlca

ncion of the term "' discourteeus"-which- you will pardon me for

sayipg, would not likely have been Used, but for the omission or 6 I'

-your pr~decessor to furnish me with the report of your legislature,

-explanatory of the object of' the-resolutions. Therefore, whatever -

:· :-. : of pain or regret is felt, either by you or myself, for the expre'ssfl 

··ii) a bthe opinion contailted in my late message to the legislature tis V

il ~I ·~--;~ properly -atyributable to that source, which failed to placqe in: my, p05

-L .ession ,thq entire docutents, necessary to a correct uriderstandingu

ofjhe feeling by which your legislature was actuated.

Allow me, in conclusion1 to suggest, that, if despatch was the 

8eo bject of your legislature by filing a bill, I atn strongly inclixied to 

thinl it will not be realized-as- nearly twelve mouths have dapsed

since the adoption of the resolutions by your legislature, and up to

I . tthiis , moment the only information of the existence of a proceedtng

in equity being commenced, is containeddin your late letter. Whether,

thq, true interests of the two States wotld not be promoted by a fur-

ther enTort -at negotiation, is not formally presented -for your consid-

w at -he same time, it is believed to be a qndstiqn of

that delicate importance, that it should claim due consideratiob froth,

:the authorities of each of the States, with the. sificere desire that

Jusee may be awarded to our respective States in the adjustrnfnt

--: - -- - f.this controversy, and that the bonds of amityand friendship 'may

.;, i become stronger ii every stage of its progress -

Your Excellency will believe me, with mutch consideration and

t'I 3espect,.to be ypur obedient servant, CEO W. T6WNS

9- T His Excellency THOMAS B-gowN I~dlahassee, lorida 1

r
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Letter fromi the Giierinor ofFlrida to .the Goveinor of .Georgrn
ExpecuTvE DEPARTMENT,,FLORIDA, 

ii;.t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i

: Tallahassee December 18, 1849
:f'-Tto 1-It EcIellec Go W. TO'vNs, Governor of. Georgia:I

Sir I ave the hnor to acknowledge the YIoe~eipt of your-'Ex-~~
-cellency a comm'unication of 'the 611i instant, in reply to minofte

7th ult. 1 ami hapy to find, as 'I conjectured, thaty h
seen-the report of the committee of the Senate, accompnigteII

;E~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4

JresoluIItionis o6f this State, of which you complainedashrhnt 
"' disrteous and which alone xpressed the views of the Gen

ral Assebly on the suhject; and I am sinezeygraidto find' . , 4

that, upoenc areviews' of it, your Excellency, and the anithoritjes o ii '

kteoFgia, a'e'.full satisfied that no such feelings had influenced the '

ai auirities of' this State, in the course adopted. It is, nevertheles; I -.

tQe regretted that any thing should have occurred in'regard to this
-i-qustio n of disputed bourida , which should have caused a .misttnl :

' derstanding between the authorities ofthe two States, having a tan- '

'dency tu interrupt the n egotiations pending, arid prevent a speedy, :'' I'
-and happy 'adjustment of this controversy. And 1 now assure your:,k'
Excellency, at the threshold of my ;administratton of the Executive'. y

-utiis of this State, fi the most sincere-desirr; on my part to brigh- ,
ten tench of friendly intercourse, which happily binris the in-
terest. da of th'e two Staes ii use and enforce all the :ans
withiffinmy power and anithority to settle and quiet forever this-boon'- '.

daryque sio,. q and remove this source of discord ; which is' admit-
ted h aties to be, in a pecuniary point of view, of no intrin: 

* sic ialaue to either ; hut which, during their contentions' about it'

seLves as-a theatre on which the laws of both States are violated
with impunity, d where crimnes are perpetrated shocking to h i-
inanity' an d dsgrceful to this enliahteiied and civilized ag-e ' V

Ypur Exce_ lencV says "Whether the true inierests of the two , '

Statees- would not- 1 romq oted by a further effort at negotiation, is c I

,not'founally prcsented for your consideration-while. at' the 'same
time, it is, believed to be a question of that delicate importance, '-` ' I

that it should claiirn due consideration fromthe authorities of each2'~Of ihe S tates ' '' ' '' '

1iassur your E xcel lncy,'that I will, at any anid all times, mnos '

,,,cordially entertain ,aod consider promptly, any proposition. which
,,,YOU, or the authorities of 'Georgia, may think proper to make, touch- ' H
\Ing a, -speedy and final settlement of this question. Florida is' nlot,'I
41' p~ei'pry thp comnplainant in th~is case. She claims nothing from 4
'9 Gertai she does not consider that she has forced Georgia, as an

Un]wilhina and reluctant party, to a suit in law,,'or piroceedings -i
¾'equity fthe purpose apparently of securing a right wrongfully.:ithheld" S he haur ~sceonly responded to an appeal, mad the part U
.-of Georgia, to submit this question to the Supreme Court of the

,lnited State
ln wthe report of your legislature, adopted 3Oih. Deceamber, 1847/ '' ' ' 11.
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A eemcn~eesay 
-A P

e. kt elr I a i same desire. tf is felt by a

bdu-ndaryyline being married cs seedilyaas

li~-to -the. proper enforcemnent of the criminalnd civi c lawso

'j ' Statie without conuct wivh those of the other she w'll re'ar;l

* " iai~ite in xefurrinng suchl points of dispute, as may be staled

4 gried upon Iy the Gov- riois of each State Te.6pclivefly 10 ' "th

decision of the -Sxspreme Court of the Unite l States. i as coit -`§c

-'s sugyeited fromt the frict, that cases of disputed bo()nfdaoi bctJCwni

Sateso a-re ccnuled, by the Constitution ojf the U~iiied Stales1 to tat u
buna~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~)i

a-Mour committee would recon-imeud the snob!vissiof of thIwo>

States to the Supreme Court of the United States of the-'absiact

II 1 iqnestion, whether so. much of the trealy of the lnt ted States' Of 'f-

America with Spain in 1795. as provided for-the 6a5( rlatclmeflt

* ind establishment, of a boundary L-et-een Geolgia and lSpavi; hifst

been'exectied in pursuance of eLetnms of zaidttealY

The committee ol the Florida Legislature, in re spons to this

* -:!·::; ¼ :proposition, say -'' The failure to settle this cotitroversy by iheo

ii ', ocnmissioners appointed for that Purpose, is a further evidencViZekt 7

;the necessity of sub-mitting the case to the Su-prenme Court of ito

¶4 lnited States. This, by the coustitution of the Uniied, Staies 4

*6nstituted the p7oper tribunal to take cognizance of thais class of'

1] .ds arecommended by the replrt if the Legisiat-ire of Georguta, if 8su2ch,

'1K ·a cotrse iis thought ad;isabie by the Execuntive of this 4aIe.-'. -They

would suggest, howeve&, that much trouble and consequei daelay ;44

1421 -might arise, if such a course shoald be adopted, and perhaps a

'it ;bsecond failure. -Your conim-itee doubt whether the Suptneme GourD

1<,.:, wotld takte cognizance of an agreed case, knowing that all courts,- 

",are reluctant to entertain ary cause, utless brocohi befor n

by dlue process of law."

-,Z- Here was sufficietit power give!) to the Governor of F1orid-i6 to

ti -= m~:n~akr e, with the Governor of Georgiaan agreed, case if he thou hi - I

4 ·Jidadvisable. But wyV is Georgia only disposed to take up0 o tLhe

;Supreme C o~rt. "L cSuch abstract questions as m1ay be deeedpcl l

I nar~y to the demarcation of *the 'ine 2"

T The proper question is, what is the true line of ononndar; bal hee/i ,

Georgia and Florida 2-and if the authorities of the two -St-ies,

- cannot settle that ruestion, then, the Supreme Court of th U ed

-States is the proper tribu-nal to settle and adjust it for theni.*' 

3 "; -iI .~ Your legislature say In the event, howet-c of the dciol --

of that Court, thsat a boundary has not been aseertaun'd and establ

p' :: ;::: . lished be~teen Georgia and Spain, in pursance of the piovisiOOSŽ

of the treaty of 17i5, the Governor of Georgiais horeyxqcsicd

' ;1 to open-a ~6rresnpndence with the Governor of Fl n

t quest, his, co-apeidtion by. the appoiitmeiit on f aq coinmlsstfl 4Ual -:

in inimber op the part, of' both States, and thf they be authorized io.

cause examinaitiaoto he made for the ascertaittielat of: thfe head of.

ii .~ 
, - -
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'4w Si. Nmqarls T-irer ;'ic vht n le 4,I lotndiry fline sal10I

wren foinamthe ulluad thfie SiN r ieSo ~e Etie, oiho 
lu 1)lo of ihe lint' in hitaothi'ri' ' 

I VV~uid~espettftilly: asli, in- a sflir~it (If on c sinceri 4'' thS.
,Žr5W~~iild too. Ia the~~ very qIIIuestLion th twa 11v.IvI Sil , a - Ire 00I w c o i ite i idir I I 

A .dt o AI d firile, $1 urv I em' CouOrt hicltu-d, t i t 11"( ide lal he bstrad-

~~, question presented if w-e would lie any neaurer to asettlemnenTE of- ihe l
In O qlesloimiii we now are? '

Elm t'eor ta Gomrnis~si ners would contend forthbe south b)ranch 0

of he St at s, arid ihoa comnisstoners on "the, par of. Florida
-.- ~ would osist Lb it th centre of thle Okefanokee sa ivinp is thea rb

mainl-we sttl ecr
('i head 'of the St. Mary's river ;`and ao shold
-pelfed' itogo to thle Supieme Lou t of the Unjied.Sta~tes to settle' th IjI lhi

~ 'Iqesi nn Iherefore' if this questfton is in go to ihle Suprente Lotiri ~ .

I f h rlntod States at, all, let us hi' gouveiied hy thle dicetiesuf 'I',*i-

aonod. prese' w the wvhole question, frat it ullaidftad

Seiciigithat' Gentg rl siefmst to propo a s ief Se this mrooe-of sbttluuu t A
theontrovcrsx', from a conviction -that cases of' disputed bovirda"Tv'-'
rw lbiwsnStai's are conifided by the consistutioji of the Uid ' I 

4. io s0that, tribtirial, I must conifess I arn at at Ioss'io) account. 'for - e 

her obljIpctionis to takun'o tip the whole qitestiun :or- how YEuE U x . 4
-,c-leiferiy canl denoilonate li'r the iunw~illing arid reiuctdilit PartyI

LI) sui lit15\a, orprtoceedii)igs in equity," whichl wsas proposed y
I ,t,;s itil-a ,o. qu 

',

* ncr Ocin legisiature.II I

Ifr th-e ohjectiont be, tbat. Florida is mace the comrplaina~ntj inbths i

"aeIS wl dl ' edt i objection ; for it -certainly' place 
lie avinpoition She raises rio complaint eaglast Georgia

for holdino po~ssessio of territory, Which she is desirous to be pos- I-, J'

Isesse'd c. 'Her learislattire has declar'd, in its report on this isub

-,ject "" 'Florida, believiog that the line has long since been -desig- 'A

flated anid hixed, arid that no question shoiuld now arise, cannot sub .

mintto, or acquiesce in, any claim set tip to the poition oficounmrs 1i'I

IYE lgSouth of' the line settled anid defained by treaty in 1795. Geoi'

gia entertatrning 'a diffe2rent, view, urges her claim to a portion (if i

tel rutory lying., as your committee Lelieve, xk'ithin the limolls of thu it

Stt of Flrid a." Artid here are the authorities upon whichrthis
¾ elaration is, iii part, beased. By thle treaty of 1795. above referdi'"
to, in the 2d article, itispovided, tht"h0otenbudno 

the nitd Stteswhich dfi'e their territory from the Saih ' I~['

31st degree of latitude, north of the equator, which frorn then&e 
shall-be drawn due cast to the middle of the river Apalachicola;,or '11

o -Calahooche, (Chattahoochee; ) thence alona, the mid~dle theteof, It'otl

its junction-with the Flint thenc asiaohit to the head of theSt
Mairy s, river, and thence, down the middle thercof to thbe:Atlantic 11)

Oen And by thec 0d articlic, uis puoxided1 that onle comrns- [
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I byeach ofthecntrcting tv-

it ;i::: blolter and surveyor' sha e appm __be ofd
41, l~~~~jiies, 10 run and marl' btt lctndary ;occordi nto ie ti6 ipultins " '

¶if the' Siid aJrtirle I hey sh ill imake plats and keepI jorls bo '4
di )s -,Otih 'ihall jb considered as'parpplt of,:l ovn- .I

!I~s ere n'° ieirIh,.procce Ing (
'thel; ijbti and shal hed Wtjhe samze force as if fIcy were inser, t thei em'-

-And herr I. w~ill remark, that Jhe point designated by Ellicqit, as

the' heaco the St. Mary's river, in his jotirnal is as flrmiilhePKt

'pom'int \ hich the line'shall r n fro r he juncti of theFlint dod
Chatahoocfiie rivers, as it the same' had been so 4eclared inAthe '

4 t~~~~reaty -- 

Al·;: ccording'i~ to the provisions of the third aricle of tjhe teaty' -

t Andrew Elticntt wassappointed cummissiomer on the part of.h6 Untith
Aitel'States, and' Capt. Stephen Minor on the part of his Catiltc 2We K'-

W-irycaty who, with ,heir surveyors, proceeded upon tibe execution KJv-,.

of the ; dutie~s, for the performiance of which they were a' pointe4,:ta;~

iWrd _w'hich they discharged, and marked the line, until they reached

th0ejunction of the Flint arid Chaitahochie rivers, when they- were

ar ested ill their furiher progress, by the hostility of the Georgia In '~

t dians.'I'er then descended the Apalachicola river, it boats,to the ,E

A tiGuflf and, coasted round the Petitinsula to the mouih 'of the "'i

- - .St Mary's river, which they ascended to near the Okeforiokee :I
/sWairnp, where their farther progresms was obstructed by, logs and r

V drit wood. They then landed, atd Mr. Ellicott in his journal says

-O'n the 26th, (February, 1800,) Captait Minor, his Catholic Maj-

j:i est'yls Cvimmissiorier, and myself, with a party. of laborers,: wvent s,,,,

tt 'e- swamp, and the day following, had a mound of earth throlwt nv ;

:up on the' west side of the main outilet, and as near to the dge of-,,',"
tl a.he swamp, as we could advance on account of the water ;" ai td 'a,'td

ji .-in his Notes of Observations, he says.: "1 From plate VIIi, upon

which the above traverse i· laid down, it may be seen 'that theA", -:C-.l-~iver St. Marys is formed by the water drawipg out of the Okefono-

1Ai @e swamp, along several marshes or small swamps, which join into
--o'r -o;ne1 u-and form or constitute the maiti branch or body of theriver '.

The principal or largest of those swamps, or drains, is the mose -"

~~:~~ ':..leas.~t~ertlf onle, and in which the current is. the tost visiblerT

Anmarsh, or drain, is crossed by the last course 6f the traverse, which-'
01, 'termiinates at the mound B. From this mound, northeasterly into I C

: the swianmp; the water has but little, if any, perceptible currenri-t. L

[he ediurce oftthe-river is, therefore, itt an indetermixiate space; ,

litand no specific poitt could be fixed on, as the swamp is at all times

Al most impenetrable, and at this season of the year ahsolutely so,'
' -iwithout immense labor and expense. It-was, therefore, agreed tht t

ih-he termination of a line, supposed to be drawn north 45 degrees,

east -640 perches-from the mound B, should be taken a6 a poinjt to,",

'::l~'near which a line should be drawn from them outhlofjltt

iriver,;' which line, when drawn, should be final, ard considreid as
,l the permanent boundary hetween the'United States and his Catho- - -

Sic Majesty,r provided it passed not less tian one mile north' of` the
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mbnd B 'but if, upon e6ni6perm!e, i should be found '

lesthanone mile.norlh of said *mouind, it should thdiub 'I

re to Carry i to thatdistaince."'
Now hero'was a "-final an d'pbrianent- bqoidary betwematn hib'

United Statsand his Catholic Majesty," established tinder the proi
visions of- the: treity of 1795, as. recorded in thie jurrial kept by) '
th ~be` commissioners, Which is declared "shall have the same frci e a
ifihey were inserted therein," and which it was not, competent lot-hI

drGeor9tgiat that time to set aside, much less at this late day after
having acquiesced in it Since the year ]800; and which vas recog ii
iiized in the treaty of cession of Florida to the United- $atqs I

-_'_·1819;9`161i~th ardle Of WhiAh dcclarep that ".,-The trea'ty of Ii~iel
and navigation of 1795 remains confirmed in alland each one of its-*:,
artidleig'excepting the 2d, 3d, 4th, 21st, and the second clause of
the 22nd article, which havinzlg been alleredt by this treaty, or ha-uijii pg

reendtheir entire execution, are not 'valid :` and in this confirmA I_

tioni of the line of boundary with Spain, Georgia made no hjblection, 5

I;until tle l9ih December, 1818, when resolutions were adopted by-','_:-

A, her L·gi~1ature reqiuiring the Governor to appoint commissioners- I I 7,,
ascertaino whether Ellicott's Mound was at the head of the St. ary

- yiver 1-and adcordingly commissioners were appointed, who perform-rn
I;ed the:-duty-assigned them and made a report to the Governor,ofr 4 I

CGeorgia, who, communicating the result to the Secretary of War'of.
the United States, by letter dated 3d March, 1819, says :- " ,Theo-

'05 commissioners have returned and reported that, after a careful ex-,

ammnation, they feund the-head of that river (St. Mlary's) to agree
with the report made by Mr. Ellicott, and proves, beyond the possi- 'I

iltity of-doubt, that the informalion received by the Legislature Of

this State relative to that subject was incorrect. 1 flatter myself thati
d~lirections will be forwarded to Mr. Lumpkin immediately to close

'I that line according to the treaty with Spain. I i V
'lrhb act of Congress admitting Florida into the Ufion declares a'

,'That the State of Florida shall embrace the Territories of East 'K

and West Florida, which, by the treaty of amity, settleaient and Xi

limnits, between -the United States and Spain, on the 22nd day of- ' '- 

-' February, 1819 we're ceded td the United States."

Thus.Florida, on her admission -into the Union, found her botin-

dary ,with Georgia seitled and established by the highest auth

"iiiese *nd-thus she claimsto hold it; and t6 her neighbor and elder I
sister she says- 

i Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set." 

Thbereport of the committee of the-Georgia Legislature says: To - ill

the people of Georgia, if- they considered their claim to the strip-of
-' 'territory i-n any wise doubtfol, it 'ould afford great pleasure to yield

"to the eair ouger and respected sister, what she seems to thinka ne 

cessaiyi-tloher, and which to ihem is almost unimportant." To, ' 
,w 4 hichi povernor .ose Iey replies " Flotida does noL urge aclain, H' 'I
to6 an qi6f the territory in dispute belause ihe ethinks it necessary toi-i-'- - - I II

- ~· - - p -
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" -she ask her elder-and r~~~~~~~espPectel sister toYeldart

1 l~~~~~~IIV,-what,;.dAeuidhrrilt t hat Flotid a 'has instated upon,

(I Ceorgia to~~~~~~~~ revie win alE candni, this whole quiestion and then luto

SQe-ftere is no It doubto lvka IVihe very least of it ian thig claini
whc erni ads up1 to thle Ist ipl of Ici aol '~, lc lriasv 

liswtin. her itintis or dii nkirig otheirw ise let, the Supen Ie

"Court of the United States determine .

- Undcje r thle SY Stem I Of bitt iiil sessions tdopicd in F lori' a:, tweLlY

~sin ,Georgia, tYhere will be no Session of the Gen~eral -Aiseamblyr of
Flrd.this wlute4 mad of course, none, for ayeai'tto co0me n

I ~~~~~~~heni your legislature ail vrs hc shwin sessionjvitwill be

two-years before there wvill he another sessino Of vour General -A,

14 'sem~~~~~bly- therefor'e if ylo are not Clothed With full pow era to close

this connroversv, that tihe legislaiure of your 'State, may. SO invest

I you. I now ma!ke the 10o lowillg propositioi 

First. I will entertain atid conisider any proposition wh ic'h yQuV r

Excellency may ;hinkt proper to mnake to Lme,hiaviuia in view a- ~pee -~ 

dyand amicable set~lenment and conclso ftewhole question Of

dtsppted boundary between thle two States,. ti wil 'puaiomply.ct

theeo to the extent of my powers arnd atithoity

Se-condly. If anl amicable and spuedky settlemrent-of rlis pies-

I 14 l~~~~~~ion cannot be accomiplished, and Georgia would piefer to blecomle

4 ~~~~~~~.the pliuintiff., itud will file her bill at ihe preseint term of the eSii-~~ 

'I ~~~~premne Court of thed United States, I will take upon mnyself to with -# 

'drawl theo prpceedin.gs ordered to be jinstituted- by my pred~ees9soy1; -

and-waiving all foruis, wiil' put in tie answer on the part of Florjida

't I tn~~~~Alstanlter, So as to obtain a full hearing, and] final decision of th I s

* - ~~''hole question at due present term of the court.
-And thirdly. If Georgia is not disposed to become the nlaiptiif.

I ~~~~~~~in this cause, theti let her wai'e -all formns, and .put iii her iiyr

to the bill ordered by my predecessor to be filed, and of wvhich , a
.op wilb forwarded you, ad that a full h~earinig, and afinal dle-

cisionh of the whole question may be had at the present termk of the I 

114 ~~~~~~~ourt and theieby quiet all grounds of diasentioo betwee'n thez two

Statses.,
WVuh thle assurance of my roost profound respect and considera

tiont for yourselfgatid the Getieral Assembly of' Ge~orgia, ain ,.ouri

4 icellency a m~~~[ost bbedient servant, &c. * 

p4, ' ' I. - - Th~~~~~~I'IO-S. BROWN

Frhorn the Glvereiot of Georgia to the Governor of Fintrida.

ExxcurrvE: DniARTME.NT, GEOGI, 

Ii .~~~~~~~~~~~~flleldldeville, Januat i 415 

Sir Ihave t he hon or to. ac knto wIe deyorofm icitlf.
18t nlt. which reached its destinatton dnatercs a.ob

*thle -,LePgislatnuro of this 'Sta~te froin 20th titshsdy, anld doriit
-the moat of wthihtittie 1. wa' sabsenlt fo h eto go v e rn ci
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This statement is made.to yiur 'excellency, in explanation of the
-del qyin this reply.

It is iot my purpose to enter:upon the arguments presented'by'

'our Excellency, in support of the title of Florida to the disputed

'territory between the two States ; nor do I fuel it necessary to re.

Nvie:w the policy or line of conduct heretofore pursued by each to the

other, in reference to the mode, or efforts made fur the adjus!ment,

01 this unpleasant cortroversy. Siuch disco'ssions heretofore, alJ

though greatly elaborated, have led to no practical result-and as

r' 4: action rather than argument is noW obviously called for by the in-

terest of-both States-and a willingness manifested iii your Excel 

lency's communication to speedily close this question by the adop-

lion of an-aamicable plan, looking to results, I trust you will see in

-mny course no want of. respect for the arguments cotitained in yoor
late letter, or the high source horn whence tt came.

Feeling gratified at the prospect of entire restoration of amica-

r ple~elalins between the two Stls, for whtich the people of air~
are so much indebted-to your Excellency, I will lose tto time, or

sparo any exertion in my power, to perpetuate it, by a speedy andt

just settlement of the whole boundary question.

,A copy of your late letter will be transmitted to the legislature

without delay, with the confident hope that, i-n a few days, thle. Ex-

'ecottive of Georgia will he clothed with full :poweV to adjust all I

points of diference (so far as concerns this State) between the two

Sjtats, in t manner honorable and satisfactory to both.

And I will takle this decasion to add, as the prospect of a speedy

adjustment is so encouraging; would it not be advisable that all pro-

eedings be suspe.tded by your State, before the Supreme Court,

u ntil thu action of this St at'ee is known.

With gteat considleration, I ha-re the honor to be your Excellency's,

obedient servant, GEO. W.. TOWNS:

His Excellency TI'os. Biow.-7, Governor of- Florida.

RFem lie Govemor df G coi a to the Goverrnr cf Floriida. 

EYECEUTIVEv DEPARTMENT, -.

Trlallhssce, January 24, 1850.

To His Excellency GEo. W. Trroi S, G(Ioernor of' Georgia: 

Sir,-I have the honor to acknowledgel the letter of your Er,-

zicellency of the 14th instant, which I hare just receivod.

I gyree with your Excellency, that prlompt acti'n is now more

teportatr than elahortte argumeot-believirng that the whole ques- Ij

tion of boundary has been sufficiently discussed, to he fully under-

stpod by both parties interested in~its equitable adjustment ; and I II

assure your Excellency that it is with higltlv gratitied feelings-4that

Iresl~ood to the umtclable spirit %vhich breathes throu''h yoer letter, W

imispiring confidence that thts unipleasant controv rsy can, arid will,

be soomib hiottght to a satisfactory' cvonclusiotni
s -the best evidence of my sincere detres on :tlais suhjcts 

p..III
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!have, without any delay, in accordance wiih the suggestionof your
l.xcellcpy, instructed the Attorney General of this'Staze io-s-usK ~~~~~endxi thr andqueth quesionpfbondar btween thestate-oBs-pend further and all proceedings in regard to the bill ordered to be 1 ? I - ., iled in the-Supreme Court of the United States by my predcessor, 
to settle and quiet the question of boundary between theStatesover which we respectively -exercise Executive authority, and that-erder goes on to Washington by the satne mail by which this letter is forwarded to you.

' ' 1; 'Wh . atever may be the action of the legislature of your State,'or.the powers with which they may clothe your Excellency, I will be; 'i--found ready, on the part of this State, to respond with promptitude. and decision.
'With sentiments of the highest respect and consideration, I amyour Excellency's most obedient servant, i

. X- , i- THOS. BROWN.'. , --,From the Goveor of Georgia to the Governor of Florida.EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GEORGIA,
Si Al -eIMilledgeville, February 19, 1850. Sir I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lateletter, and lament that I have delaved so long in furnishing you ' 41l.with a copy of the resolutions adopted by the Legislatlure now in,) - f session.

1 -- . .'You will see that I am vested with full power to settle this con.tIroversy, and I assure your Excellency of my sincere desire to ac:7 , ; ,,hcomplish it with as little delay. as possible. I, therefore, propose .to appoint one commissioneron behalf of Georgia; to co-operate;:with such commissioner as you may appoint-with. the hope thatk.'the cojg issinners may agree upon an umpire, in the event of a dis-'agreedrht between them.
1'6; : if, Ifhowever, they should be unable to agree, I now propose to' pll .. your Excellency, that an umpire be selected from one of the Gover-..- nor& of t6he Southern States-leavinig you to name three States-.the Governor of one of which shall-be.selected by myself'--o if,- you prefer ir, I will select the three Executives of the Southzera",States and allow you to nominate the Umpire:, By this .mpde, -"speedy and cheap settlement of the whole'question is rendered'in -'.fallibly certain; and I %vill not permit myself to doubt it will bemost cheerfuilly acquiesced in by the People oflhe two States. .' ,! 'If a more speedy, just or cheaper mode of settlement can beaug.tr 'i, -. gested by your Excellency, I hope it will be done.I am thus urgent, in order to assure your Excellency of my sin-"r',ere desire to close this controversy honorably and fairly to bothStatesr

E will add, that in selecting a commissioner from GeorgianI shall.hi>1 ~ endeavorto secure the services of a gelntleman not hereofore conr; ."1 I\ ;-ected vwith any cornusissioua raised o01this subject.

,;. 
-l°.. - L

A~~~~~~~- 
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-'I avail mysel of thlis occasion to renew my liigh considetion

of your Excellency.;i
, Most respectfully, TW S

'a ' r' ' ' ',' l GEO. W. TOWNS.' <' m

dTOc His Exeellency THOS. BaowN, Tallahassee, Florida. - -

The Committee on the Stale of the Republic, to whom was referted

the correspondence between the Governor of the State of Gaedr I 4

gia and the Governor of the State of Florida, relative to the dis- ,

puted boundary line between the States, have had the same tr'-

der consideration, and beg leave to submit the, following 'report: ''i

> The committee are gratified to -find in the correspondence ex-- - 1

, pressions of anxiety on the part of both the Executives,'to settle '-

and adjust the boundary line between the twvo States, upon amica-

'ble' and equitable terms; and to enable them to effect this desirable

:,'object, recommend that the Executive of Georgia be clothed with 

full power and authority to settle and adjust, with the authorities i
of Florida, by negotiation, arbitration, or otherwise, all the points

of difference relative to the boundary line between the State of-

Georgia and the State of Florida. and to this end the committee 'i

7 recommend the passage of the followilng resolutions: - - - l 

:' Resolved by the Senate and House pf Representatives of tihe Stao .,,

of Georgia in General.Assembly met, That George W. Tou",,

Governor of the State of Georgia, and his successors in office, be ;'

-' r and he is hereby, vested with full power and authority to makle, by ''

negotiation, arbitration, or otherwise, with the State of Florida, a 

fiil and final settlement of all points in dispute, relative to the I 

boundary line between the State of Georgia and the State of Florida. 
Resolved, That the committee respectfully recommend, as an ':

equitable mode of settling the said disputed boundary, that the Ex- III

ecutive of each of the States shall select one commissioner, and 

the two commissioners so selected shall select a third commissioner,

I to whom all the points of difference relative to the said disputed 

' -boundary- shall be submitlted; and that the award and decision of -

said commissioners shall be final and conclusive, as a fill and final.- Ij '

settletmeit of all points and differences relative to the said disputed

-boundary between the fwo States, and that an appropriation be- -a l

i made to defray -the expenses of the samn e. '

All of which is respectfullY submitted. 
JOHN W. ANDERSON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives. '

,1 h ' - ' ,'' ' . B. WOFFORD, 

. I , President of the Senate. I

tt x AtestT-Burer u J a' GLENN, Secretary of the Senate; 
Assented tol IE bruarv, 1850. --i q.

- - ' -, 'UEO. W. TOWNS, Governor. A

X I - ~ - - - -· -· - i A, ,- -. !

[ a ' ....-it x? ..: 0 0 X . . M l ,,
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heioby cerfi tti at. El bo ' e and f is atre Yp#tU the or~~~~~~~iotrl -resolutions in this office.'E
-Given. ender mly hanid aind scat of offie e

GEO. NVV HARRISON, SC rer a ry, ofStatfern the Governor of clorid~a to, the Gvro fGoga

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT;Tallahassee, Febru'ary 218th, 1850.~His ExcellencyG ATwsovrr of Georg a.
9 W TWS,ack ovledge rI. have the pleasture to acnwepthe receipt ofyusd h'19th instant and with it a cop)y of t~he resolutions adopted by 'thai-lLegislature of Georgia, vestin~g in you full powers to settlb the.'boundary question bet weet, our respective States, and giving s'an(I ofyour Excellency's ('sincere desfire~to accomplish it With- as-Jitlfe delay as possible ;" and I now assuro your Excellency 6f the,same oLincere uesire on my part ; and, as the best evidenrce- whithcan gle e of my sincerity 'Iwill proceed at once, with all'frank-etopropose. a moeo stlng this boundary 4nestion.

Iobject to your proposition for. Subjecting this difflcfrlty, to anotheraetof comrs.'for arbittetioin and uinpirage," Fi the folluwtng raoIchn see no good cause- for supposY)ing that another commissionkwo*uld be mnore6at oage than those thoat have been heretofore a'p.pointed, or that they would agreb, upon an urnpire ; and the altern alieyu ugst ,of taking akCoverrior of one. of the. Southern.States,~ais the umapire, I think would be. attended with many objecttons r

· I/ ii : 
e i

e at is objectionable tht personris' Selected, either as commiss Ioners o r umpire, do not and would not' take sufficient interest in'·performiance of the duty, to inform themselves thorougtMerits of' the question, which' requires much stdY nnid invetgtrt-to enable them to inake a sound decision. It wouild be atndvith'm'any delay's and dimculties before a decision couldbed .The place of meeting would preient dilficulties-wvlether it. shouldbe at Milledgeville or Tallahassee, or Some intermediate place-.Governor ofaState Should be chosen as umpire,,it is not t besupposed that he would attend the meeting of the commissioners inperson--a fullrecord of the whole'df the proedings would t hei-flotsa he required to be kept ?snd a transcript le be submitted to hirdi,for. his', action. This Would present many difflculiiei and -enii'-a,d:oor for irrEgularities, whitcer might upset his deision. And final-] Odjec io able on a"it is j of nn'popoac ount eesar dela aniepense,BBut 'your' Lrc'llency says, if a inore speedyju& and 61hieper,de ettlement can be suggested by me, you hope it will be donie.Ipr ipose, thet efore, ais a inure speedly, just -and eh'aerhoefsettlemnent, tha t we try to settle this controvers uresiave stronger motives for wishinguto have this ctieste settledspeedtly and to. the satisfaion oal oprties than any comin issiot

speddily' ion of a ild'oparties~p(osin than anytie cotunisssijo!

A n dtouinir, thini sati sfacdRlhInn 
ojclorlii'p~i

'd el so~eloal 
Ia elrs~eerd 

ibra olisolr.
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era or their umpire would have, and we can have no motive for wish 

to d~oother than what1 is righttand just,

I _h~av~e shown in my letter to 'your, Excellency of the 18th Dec'r

lastihat thle lilne betweeui Ge('eorgia and Florida had been fixed and

determinl ed by the commissioners appointed on the part of.,Spain

and the United States, tnder the treaty of 1775, "to bedrawp -from'

olns N. 45 deg. E. 640 perihes from the mound B.," knoivn as,

Elhicost's Monnd, to the miouth of the Flint River,-fifiy years a go.'

V 1 further showed that nearly twenty years after this line 'was esi,-

tablished the State of Georgia appointed commissioners to examine

the correctness ofEllicost's line, who, after an exparte examination, 

reported,"that, after a careful examination, they found the hbad of

"the St. Mary's river to agree with the report made by Ellicoit,

and prgves beyond. the possibility of doutbt that the 'information re- '

ceived by the LegisltUTre of.lhts State relative to that subjuect was in-

correct.''
The true line, therefore, between Georgia and Florida is from a

point one mile N. 45 deg. E. from Ellicoit's Mound to the junction II

of the Flint and Chattahoochie rivers. Now, to make all reasona-_

bie concessions on the part of Florida for art amicable adjustment of b
this line, I propose to sake the Mound for the Eastern point-to run "

frdm thence directly to the junction of the Flint and Chatrahoochie.

rives, as the true line between Georgia and Florida. '[his is the'

~lirne,,as surveyed by the United Sites, known as McNeal'-'line -

and.to which the map of your State extends. The establishment ,

of this line will be attended wish less inconvenience to the people of

both of the Siates than any other line that could be determined on;

because; if it went one mile North-East of the Mound, is would in-,.

terrups titles to land granted by she State of Georgia to her citizeiis,

and if it were to run South of the Mound it would interfere with-

titles to land granied by the United States to the-people of Florida.,
-I am sure, if your Excellency %4ill look at she map and examine into I

the mcoure of these lines, you will agree with me in opinion. I. - -, I

hve not been able to see the reports made by the former commis- I
sinners and consequentlydo not understand she propositions made: I

j- ·on either-side; but it strikes me wish suiprise that there should,: i

biivelb een -any difference of opinion up~on the adoption of -the line 'F vhichl1 propose as a compromise, particularly as the Legi-slature

offGeorgia have declared that the strip of territory in dispute is on- H

important to Gqorgfa but surely she convenience of she peoile Jo-
cated on the line of this' disputed strip should be a matter of Gout-

sideration with bosh States.

Bus if your Excellency should differ in opinion with me, I trust

nou iil1 show wherein my proposiiiion is not liberal and fair, and

rr:· ep sptlle ~other line which yiotu will be able to show has more F

I t -f s.ose advaritages-which shall be considered by me in the sano -

: I d In· · Irl-

spirit of can or.

-. ., , - .1:11~~~~~~~~.·-
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u .k .; - 0Honppg to hear from your Exepllency very soon upOn this suel;:2 j -g ecL; I-have Ihe honor to be Your Excellency's ob-t svt;, d&.-
THOS: BROWN.,From the Governor of Georgia to the Governor of Florida. -i'f f' 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENiT, GEORGIA, 
Milledgeville; April 8, 1850. - .:-' - -Sir,-An unfortunate absence from this place for tbe last monith

has created the delay in this reply to your Exdellency's commun-. -cation of 28th February last.
f! "~ 1 .In suggesling the mode of settlement I had the honbr io submit lI ::-.-9 ' .eto you 'in my letter of the 19th February, I was aware it was ob-

noxious to some of the objections you have mentioned; but whileathis is conceded,I am not 'ully eonvineedtha'like objections-would 
...- not apply with equal force to any that may be 'adppied. At all everis, -my object was to present a scheme looking to a definite resuli.t :Your Excellency, however, having declined to accept my propo-isition, and. suggested another, upon which I cannot but express the -fear, if accepted by me, we should be unable to arrive at any'satis- Kfaetory adjustment of the subject, I must, therefore, earnestly urge'u npon you the propriety of selecting an tthpire, in the event of a

ji '''' disagreement between the parties in the first instance. -Any other
.plan, I much fear, will not accomplish a final settlement of the ques -!ion., i spoe hud -ln fteqe

i In. regard to an attempt at settlement between your Excellency- -, ; i, - r6 -. and myself, it is proper I should add, that my engagemenis foiri ;! - .- some months to come will be of a character to prevent me .from.t il ; - giving my-personal attention to the subject; but I have not the least :" -.11 ., - objection to your Excellency representing the State of Florida, ifyou preferit. In the selection of an agent fbr. this State, be .assut red I should be governed, not merely by capacity and standing, buh 
,,t - W would ,endeavor to secure the services of a gentleman wholly un-- ']i 4 '-'committed on the subject by any previous investigation, and posses- - t 

-stng-moral firmness to malke no demand on Florida,which did not I r, >t f 'meet with- Iiis deliberate sense of imparlial juslice between ihe two' 
States.

With such an individual, the fairest prospect of an 'amicable ad
,0; - E justment is offered, and I trust it may meet with your approval ,17~ E - still however, should this plan be adopted, anda failure be the're- sa -; -st!lt an umpire should be agreed upon, who, doubtless, would.beenabled to arrive at some conclusion, approxifnatiig the rights of .
1111 - -' tbe two States. 
Jai1,;~ - p I beg. leavre again to state, that I am induced to decline the ar-''
1i 3 - .- gument on the mierits of the controversy, or an attempt, on m'y ipart, to.disciss. it with you, from a conviction that my absence from .the seat of government would unseasonably protract the setileimenit 

r-f the subject; with a strong misgiving that we might not be able to ' .~ ,pXa-gree. --

I'Ipul it~e oom irbleony 
art t e4a

e; - ); : - '.. .. ;. ,- -. ,} 

! II| ; - - - ' 
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c, tild repair to aa,~ sses, and~ther conduct [lie negotiation vs WWI.i 

' ; - - ~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~55 - :
you in person, orsuch agent as you may appoint tI avail myself of this occasion to renew my high consideration.of your Excellency. 

nda
- g Very respectfully, 

.
To Hisi Excellency THOMAS B GEG, W. rTO WNs.

Fro -e Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.- ' 
'

i- From thfe Governor of Florida to the Governor of Georgia., .
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMET, ) 

Tallahassee, April 18th, 1S50.To his Excellency, G. W. TowNs, Governor of Georgia:Sir -rI had the honportq receive your. letter of the 8th instant,and deeply regret that your Excellency has seen cause to indc nyou to decline the proposiiionlwhich I made in a spirit ofPconcilia.tion rnd with a sincere desire to settle at once the questioq bf dis,' -puted boundary between the Stales of Georgia and Florida. And;:I was the more particularly desirous that this questioh should be 
' 

i adjusted without furlher uinnecessary procrastlinalion because I had.understood that the Legislature of Georgia, at its recent session,bad passed an act extending her jurisdiction Over the territory inp- dispute, which would likely have a tendency to bring the authori- *'ttes of the two States into collision, unless speedily settled; an is-i ·-- · ·-· · · · · · · · · · · ·-- I · · · ·- i gy ettld i n i
sue which surely ought to be deprecated by both parties.All the attempts to settle this question hy negotiation having been; exhausted and the case having gone to the Supreme Court of the, United States for the purpose of adjudication my letter of the 27th _',jNovember last was not addressed-toyour Excellency with any viewjOf opening the question again for 'further efforts at negotiation but,to vindicate the action of the General Assembly ofFlorida againstthe charure of supposed "discourteous" treatmento the authoritiesOf Georgia. In the reply, dated the 6th December, which was ofthe mopst gratifying and friendly character, your Excellency was --pleased to remark: " Whether the true interests of the two States%'would not be promoted by a furlher effort of negotiation, is notfor' -ksmally presented for your consideration, while, at the same time,it'sls believed to be a question of that delicate importance that it should('claimn due consideration from the authorities of each of the States.' ' .Prompted by the motutsincere and anxious desire to use every ''effort in my power to effect a speedy settlement of this unpleasant ,controversy between the two States, which had foiiled all the eflorts .wvhich had been made to settle and quiet it, and had been ordered rto the Supreme Court of the United States by the consent of botlh 'i ates before the commencment of my executive autbority, I imme-.*diatly assumed the responsibility of meeting the friendly and am-icable oyertures suggested by your Excellerncy, and addressed to,^you mnyl!eter of the 18th December, in which .1 set forth fully and

, e l ,; 
1l 

1 l
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distinctly the view whrich Florida held in reca rd -toh clam,
:)vhich~should gov·ern the qulesti~on, of abounidary line between th e"

hi tb~~o amoesto a unesadn"otharus

Itwo States ; and fo i;At r a-mo d a F oJ theMuns
which Florida~occupied in regard to her boundar, I made an e

:'racl from a report adopted by hter legisl tuire. Florida, belie' ing
ihat the line has long since been designated and fixeod and that noj

Lquestion, should now arise, cannot submit to or acquiesce in any

claim set up to the portion of country lying south of the' line set

tied and defined by treaty in 1795 ;" and proposed to consider any

a rgument which your Excellency or-The General Assembly of 'your
State might offer,, with a view to show that thu line clntenoded-fori

-ida as no 'P~~ne as Oisigi~i:L'i
on the part of Florida was not ihe tru de ated and

ixed by the commissioners appointed in 'accordance viih the

visions of that treaty.

In your leiter of the 14th instant, you de'cline the argumeit, but

-say: "A copy of your late letter will be- transmitted to theILtgts

lature -without delay, with the confident hope thai, in a few days,

the txceutive of Georgia, will he clothed with foil power te ajust

all. points of difference (so far as concerns this State) hetieen the

two States, in a manner honorable and satisfabtory to hnth~;and I

will take the occasion to add, as the prospect of a spdedy tidust

irent is so encouraging, would it not le advisable that all procd

logs be suspended by your State, before the Suprem
5Cou K until

the action-of this State is known 7" And in my reply of the1 24th

7~t! ,istantJ informed your Excellency that I had " instructed 6tht
At-

-torney General of this State to suspend further and all proceedinmg-s

in regard'to the bill ordered to be filed in the Sopreme Court df thie

United States by my predecessor, under a resoluiion of the Genei"

ral Assembly of this State."
At this gratifying point of the negotiation, which held out''o

hi prontising a prospectfor a speedy and satisfactory settlement of this ,.-

long pending controversy, I confess I was not i little ditcouraged

at the proposition of your Excellency in your letter of 19th Feb-

ij. ary, to resoit to the expedient of commissioners again which had ' i 

proved so abortive in all the efforts which have heretofurie bden

made-believing that this plan of settling the controversy would

* neither be speedy or econoniical, if it succeeded at all -which for- wc 

iner experiments justified me in believincg would, at least, be very -'

p' · doubtful. But as your Excellency remarked at the same -time-

"you will see that I ami vested with full powers to seittle thifs con-

troversy, and I assure your Excellency of 4nmy sincere desire to ac-

complish it with as little delay as possible ;" and requested iT' Idiii

not ateede to,your proposiion, thatI weulde.propose someother

tode of settlement, which might promise a mole speedy nq equt

i1' table adjustment, I determimed at once that there should be fin';1h

pediment interposed oii the part of Floridatto embarrass or delay the

ccomplishmemit of this desirable object ; and to concede tie claimn

which Florida believus she justly holds to a poiit tiortheast of thu
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iiturd B'I, kn own , to. run t`moumnd-and to take that mounmd t$ 8heerstern porint, anti j6. run a liiie from -thence -est directly to
abqe Junction otfe' Ftheint ad Chaitaboochee rivxs, \wrich I did be'
It :_l~ete, an4do nollw believe. i` a liberal and reasonable concesslonen tile part f Florida, o bring 1t a satiifactory conclusion this u
'.pl!easanrt controversy; andI di-d Yflauter nisslf that -itwould hav;benso, received rnd considerdb nys leifha it woul batrtl~eid rlrcfnsdr~~yy-our Excellency; and 1-cairm:Iit~dmu disacse my disappointient and mortification that it was sjot: a6--
cepied ik the spirit which promnpted me to make the proposition.'

Yast letter of tile 8th instant, " Your Excellencyi
howeyever Bavinog declined to accept my proposiiion- and sug

aoh,-pi~ipn which I (.cApoht express The fear, ifd ,-suedsed
.me we hould' he unabJleo"arrive at any satisfactory adjustni'ent of
the sthject,'I must, therebire, earnestly urge uponl you tI!e propriety I,of selectn anumirinth
partt~les irlEngn themfirst -finsJta event of a disagreement between thepartiesp in the first it i'"

If youtr Excellency had accepted my propocition, of mainig the, 
mon!P'dd B the eastern) point, I am at a loss to conceive wbal'difflcultv Iicotld occur in iur)ning and marking the line, that would not ocr / ' ;,UPOfl any other settlement of the question. It would simlply be it

* mathematical work, which will have to be petformed wheneverh h6.--point ii. dispute is determined upon,
wI ill-be very frank with your Excellency, as I have endeavored

htoe in the whole of this correspondence.
flaring made, the proposition to take the mound B as the easiera'point, and having surrendered thereby what I believedt lbe th lust 'j

'xights of Florida, anid, cdnsented to'a certain' porur,'Flord 1 would '

go'on, onequal terms'into,- any arbitration or u72mpilage of the qutres;.
tron... With these views, if your Exceliency thinks proper to senrd,'
an agent on the part of Georgia to 'Talla "issee 'as proposed, for iho
purpose of arranging anid settling any diffictihmies whtch -you Ilnla, 
fear, would occur in running and marking the litre fih-i the point 

2. haYve proposed, I shall be gladl to see' him. Otherwise, the cas6',
must be reinstated, and the Supreme Court of the. Untied States 'must sel 5tihe question. And in that event, seeinuthAt all Li - r

b$een done on the part of Florida that cant be-done, to avoid such at
issuie, and whjch she.much regrets, I trust your Excellorcy wmilj orihb part'of Georgia, waive all technical forms of law, rind tile k
answer on the pati of Georgiai-or the bill, if she pielers i sri;'
that the case maybe determined at the next session of the Suprdme
Court, in the inosi frioridly arid amicable spirit.

If. my proposmron is riot accepited, I beg that your Excellenc'y
will consider it withdrawn.

Hoping to have your Excellency's final determin muon upon this
subject as soon as may $uit your convetience, I am i with conside-
rItionai of hig! respcci, your Excellency's mosent obdeilit, c

8, ' ..~-I.;. . PHOS. BROWN V

·· : · · :·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Il
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<From tha Governor of Georgia to ihe ( overnor A floiidh,

igi' - - Ex Ec u TIr VE', D EP A R -JTP iN TI G i O
I' illedgerville, May 17; 1850. :: :-TOHis Exce llen y THoMAs BRoWN, Governor orFlF ridi".&,Sir,-I have the honor to ac knowledge the receipt -of"your'com-

N inunication postmaklied 18th. nIt. -Ii. I lament ihat the prospect of an early and sa-sFactry Adjust-ment of the boundary question between the two $tates dimitjishiesin proportion as the necessity of that adjasiment is becoming daily
of increased importance.' I know that the most intense solicitudeis, and has for some lime been felt onl this subject by the- tutliorities of this State, and I am. uterly at a loss to conceive'any wellfounded objection to the pacific measures I have had th(honor of
Subniitting to yo:-sr Excellency for the fitmal-adjusirient of th ;4is ques -ion,;- nor did the idea once occur to me, in respectoully suggesting toyu th6 propriety of a farther effurt at an amicable. adjust' estt, beornea final resort was i;made to the Supreme Court, that I was to be un-derstood as concediig that the only question that has so long de-layed the adjustment of the controversy. namely,tIhe true head- of
ithe-St Mary's river, had beel nscertained and'settled ; and, tl ~ie e fore, the business now to be performed is the mere mechanical duwty-.of iruning by the compass a direct line between two ascertained -and given points. With great deference to the argument of yourExcellency upon this branch of the subject-plausible as it doubt '* less is,.and conclusive as to the reasoning upon your own mind 55a.kIlinfer from the tone of your last letter-I must confess, with all itsII ̀~i~i· ,Pforcb, I have not felt it so overwhelming asr to give it my unoquali-fled sanction. I havo, felt it was due to- trutlh-dlle to histor! thecharacter of the two States, and their respective rights of Aove Vreignty over the disputed territory, that this question of the loCality

-'of the bead of the St. Mary's river should be ascertained i a man-
nertso unexcep;tionable as to silence forever all cavil on thistpoint Inttnaelcairnt inseparably connected xvith this question of lo-_I 'aiity, arises other questions, growling out of the alleged acquies-cence on the: part of Georgia, as Florida insists, with the point desivgnated by Ellicottorth ofb his moacts, as the head of a the ScnMagy's.aiver. If Georgia, by hism as the he ratified anS con-firmed the poi it designated by Elhicoti, as thetebv to be booundv W ¶lisi I :..it, bhether in point of fact it he the head of the St. Mlary's rher
or not,then that point being settled against Georgia, there is an endtthe question, and nothing remains but to order the running of the"'i n e.

-But it has occurred to me, if the fact does exist which I cannot"'doubt, that the head of the St. Mary's river is not to be fiund at thepoilnt north 45 degrees, east 640 perches from the ~inotmd kno rli~ds' l kEllicot's there is something to he settled and a reed upon, before'.
.line separating the terrirory of the two States can be run andi :mq~rked~buhence mygroatdesire at t indifferent persons

:1.
ma k out. and hence my. lesire tfat iI

0 F~~~~~~~~ :



might engage-in this work ~-first, to ascertain the.. bieau ofteS.
M~ii'y's ri~verwihbeina done. the waik of the. suivey could irnp
mediately pomnmenIce or, on the other hanidif Georgia is bounid

by hr acts to submit, in thle judgment rof referees, to the point d1es 'p4
ignaled by'Ellienat a& 'ihe eastern terminus-then, i~n like manner,
'the ine could he ruit and mnarked as the permanent boundary. Your 
Excellency has thought proper, however,. to make a distinct propo-'
sition -that ~ Ellionit's mnound be the eastern terminus, and to run p

·'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'

from the mouthi of Flint river to that point.
I pprelitind-it will be conceded, that if the pIndeiat,64

perchies north of ihe mound, is nlot, the head of the river, much
wore improbable would a line drawn fromn the mouth of Flint river
to the mound touch the head of the St. Mary's. Bu6t this offler yo
say: is made in, the. spirit of cornmpromise " arid laaving surrendered

ugnalter P~licl to en cainhitter disappuititn inti to both - . -

thereby what you believe to be the just rights of Florida for the
purpose, of harmiony arid conciliation, you cannot now make aiy

other, pfopositiott, otr receive any other." If this is the settle'dan4:inalterable determnination of your Excellency,I laiment that ,I ani
coinstrained tsaI fear our miutual solicitude so often expressedI
forn ipa uoe;will In in bitter disappointmntb .

Your Excellency will pardon me for adverting to tein reason which I

you assign for the ultimatum you have offered-T. BecaUSe havmniri
yielded a portion of what (I) you believe to be the just rigbts of

Florida, anid conse~nted to a certain point, Florida wvould go on utie Iqual terms. into aany urfnpirage of the question." The concluston Of,
your E, xcellenicy, I hog leave to suggest, wvith all dte defetence does.,
riot seem to re 'to le warranted by the premises. How an offer of
compiontise by the atmthoritis of either State, is to compromit their
rghtQ before impartial and independent men selected to, pass upon'.
the lefwalrights of' the two States, I cannot readily perceive. B ut,
your- Excellency in this connactioyi furr adds-"11 With these views-
if I think proper to send an agent on the part of Georgia to. Talla- 
hassee, as proposed, fur the purpose of arnn and settlingr ants
difficulties% Which, I fear, would occur iii runhitig atid mnarking the

% boundary lite from the Point Proposed, You would be glad to see him
(t wotise, the case must bie reinstated, aid the, Supreme Couttof the-,
Ui Stahts esr Inatist ettlethe question alnd in that event, scet th'nt 

,Vvited.Stateighs mustsetle th Sats Icnnnredlypicie.Iut:

ifIt~!inli pl~el·, toas t of Floridao tha plt e-an lie don ala-' ~

all has been done en the part of Florida that cn be done, to a'oid
such ant issue, and wvhich she much regretrs, you trust I will; on the
part of Georgia, waive:.all'technical forms, and file aln answel," &C t

In reference to this -'portiou of your Excellency's letter, two re.' if
marlacs ai:e reu~dered.ncccessary. Als r~egards sending in agent of this,
State to Tallahassee,-witl powers circumscribed and limited to, at -

A ranging 'and settlina any dwiFiculties Ifear would occur in runninwr 
and marking the line from the point yot propose, it would be wholly F
unnecessar.JY If-au anent is sent from !Georgia to confer with your f
Excellencpy- in person, or any agett appointed by you, hls power ill
its full length'and bieadth would be derived fr-om the authorimty r
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eorgia and the' right asister Siate to limWitor#trid it canno 

be recognized.
NoQ' will your Excellency feel surpri sed, when I most respc tfully

ht earnestly dissent fr-om the proposition assuined in your:letet, theaL

Pflr`ida has dpne i l1 on hertpart she sbi;ld do; to prevent a resort to

t.:-c, bhie Sulpremel~ ~Court. WIThat is the history of the eflrts m -ade' between

your, Excelle ncy and rmyself, for the anmicable adjustment of this vexed

~IE question? Will your Excellency bear wvith me, whilel Ihiiefiy advert

pr .· tolthem. Some weeks since, I had the honor of proposing that each
State select an eqpal n&aumheiof'agents, invester with plenary power f

ever the tjuestion; and if they could net agree, an umpire to be s'e'

lected, in a manner which could not he objected to by Floflda.'c J'his

plan met with no favor from your Excellencyh--the reasons assigne I ""

need not now repeat, nor will I speak of their weight.

Your Excellency then proposed .that you and myself should settle

it-hut in your proposition, no provision was made for a final settle-

snent, if we could not agree. 'I'his was the great and leading defect,,

as I felt, to your pian, although there were others sufficient to deter

ioe from the undertaking. And I pcoposed to delegate an agent tdo,,. 

act for Georgia, to wait on you in person, at' the capitoi of your.

State, or to meet such person as you migbt appoint.

Your last letter now before me is in reply, in which yen say,f -your

.-lettef of the 27th November last wvas not addressed to re, withf any

-<dw. of 'opening the subject agrain, for further efforts at neegotiation,
ut t idict the action of' the (neral -'Assembly of,-Floiida

~ j-;'~ but t6 ivin icatat~e acil oi ir
against the )hargeS of suf~posed 'Idiscourteous'-treatlent of .the an-

thoriiies of Georgia.". Whatever 'may hulve been the object your

'Excellency had in view by the'letter above referred to, it is manifest,

from your own quotations do extracts from mry leftiers, that I let:no

'Oppertunity pass to restore the most amicable relatiuh bet wceen the

tiwo States, which I flattered myself was fully reciprocated by your

',Excellrncy. I certainly would never have suggested suspension of

the action before the Supremie Court, if I had not supposed' sOm c

other equitable and Ihir mode, more in·accordance with thecharactel

and relation of the two States, could have been devised for The satip

ACtory settlement of this question. It is trlue that your Ex-eellency
j t fi~rth the claihs of Florida, and the aroumernts' upon whichetbey

were based in your letter of the 1ath Decemmber. In my reply of the

14th of January,! declined to go into the argurrient, for reasons cob-

tained in that letter. -then could see no goodiresulti~ng from areQ-

Vje w. of the grounds of the argument-, upone 'the rights-of th&l Atw;q

States, and am forced to the conclusion it would,,have been %aholly

i nlssless; ,aud, thcrenwc, ja ry letter of the -19th Febroary, gave., a 

ver~y clearindication of the test plan I vies able to su, I'm the

adjustment of the, question. In nothin"l I respectfully insist, that I

have 'aid or done, can'the inference be fitirly driawn, thatI could

accept a line 'fi'om Ellicott's moud, or the point north ofit- 646 

l~t~rclCs. A4nd 'yet your. 'Excellency, tinder the strong conviction,

deotdtless, of the riglts of Florida in the 'premises,'mgards tlw oil r

7 ~ ~ 
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1 s~~~~~1to make the mIue,!ndlici the e$tern termini.nus, as characterized with' irat 'J_
liberality, as %ve·l as a surrendet of the just iahts of Viot ida Fbi'bthe liberality'of Floreia, thq Executive of Georgia feels graefl
Wind thbiig njbe i ~ nstaqeqeunde r cbnsideitkon, it may be {o6~mi
lute for practical purposes, and th',,refore of. doubtful appreciatiomt, rhn oe loridi.,~musgt be a] n e;~i'l.wb to. say, Georgia aslts nothiig from bi r`.sistl.·'-Iib . ;:i' on the scoge~nf iberality, but she does ask, and expects, even. handed 

jiistice ;-aud;~~ terefor e, the. inten _se anxietyt that iserI felt bythte aiuthorji-ties of Georgia, for a full"hnd pcrfls-ct restoration of the closest unibn, 4

concord and hatmony of feeling, between the citizens of the t IO 
States. My most ardent desire is, for the settlement of ihis. 4uCS
beion spee~iy,' honorably mend justly to both States. 4I have the honor to he, with great consideration and respect, your
Excellency's most obedient servant,

GEO. Wl. -TOWNS. 

From the Governor of Florida to. the Governor of Georgia.
Exilcu.vIvE DEPARTMENT,

Tallahassee, June 1, 1850.
His Excellency G. W. TowNs, Governor of Georgia: -

$ii,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your ExTIcelleucy's letter. of the 17th of May, and lament with you that th i 1
prospect of settling the question of boundary between our respectiv j
-States, by an amicable negotiation of the whole question'to the sat.
'isfaction of both parties, seems to be at an end. I acknowledge that .
Idid at one time entertain sanguine hopes that we would be able t
settle this long existi4g and unpleasant. controversy in a ranner 
:which uould have baen acceptahle to the people of our respective
:States; not from a vain imagination that any arguments which I.
,ceuld employ, would be "so overwhelming" as to command. your I1
Exceljency's1 "unqualified sanction," or could be made. to operiat-
with any undue "1 weight" and "1 force"' upon your Excellencyts
mind ;but I did believe that a plain statement of facts would have
its due, weigh and force in promoting a speedy. and amicable settle-
went of the question ii controversy. Seeing, however, that any fur-
ther effort4 on my part will be unavajling, I would not now trouble
youriExcellency with another word of comment upon what hastian
jspired in. the correspondence between us, if your Excellency had ndt
expressed yourself ". utterly at a loss to conceive any wellfounded
objection to the pacific measures" which you have submitted ",for the
final adjustment of this question," and declared your 'h earlnest dis- 
senti from the paopiosition assumed" in my letter of the 18th April,
-that Florida has done all on her part she could do to prevent a:re-

sort to the Supreme Cqurt."
To vindicate myself against the force of the declaration, I am,

constrained to follow the example of your Excellency, and at the-risk
of being considered tedious, to recapitulate the history of the eflbrts
which have been' made by your l xcelleecy and myself to effect aln
~"amicable aljaustircnt of this vexed question." Soon after. entering



62'

_pan _my Exlcutive uties as:the Governor rof-thibsStante;!ioii' h :I
in th1QA imVss:L of your Excellency to the leri latnre o6f- Gp(ir-i.:afa

1it reccnt session, a.complaint tEhat tlb action of the authdiitiV,44 fF: loa, in orderincr a bili to: fb6 lied in bhe Suprefisbut. orio in siuttleand the Stijirenie C
<"p: d.l~ i ~t'stes, to .quiettheicquestion of bdandai6ytbeteentwo wtates, vas " discourteous" to the authorities QfeG;o'rgia.

Ieiears thui your Excellency-was laboriavrunder om&'i :"
hlensiioi in regrard to the intentions of the authoritie.sof bi' Stdte, i

,:qtoo k the em-liest opportunity to inbom myself updn that sub6ject and'j th~~~ser e'ii liltAtsopportunity toa inform
sItIoined that the action of thle General Assembly of Floiidat' in

-,:-iresponse to ci -tamn resolutions adopted by the Legislature of G-o;aaI -

and communicated by the Governor of that State to the GoverdoroC
Florida;proposing the submission of' the question at 'issue- tothe6de7

£ ision of the Supreme Court of the United States, as the proper t'iibu.
Inal)provided by the Constitution of the United States to settle qucs-

tions of disputed boundary bbtween States.
Th is informnation I communicated to your Excellency in rnj letter

of the 27th, November last, with a copy of the Jburnal of'th&S6n'att
of FLorida, in which the whole proceedings and comrnmiuicationivera
published, and to which your Excellencyyreplied undet'date of th'
Docembei, explaining the circumstances which had caused thdn
understaincina, and in which your Excellency was pleased to remgi i
-Ahethtr hie true interests of the two States would not be promonted"'
by a further effort at negotiation, is not formally presented for youi
consideration--while at the same time, it is believed to be a question
of that dulicatu importance, that should claim due coissiderati'o A
buom the tuithorities of each of the States."

Pro·mpted by the most sincere and anxious desire to do in
my power to promote a settlement of the question'of boundartke
tneen the two States, I addressed to your Excellency my letteiO of
the 18th December, setting forth the grounds upon which thbetclai mof Florida was considered to be based, as fat as I could leanr;' ;anid
Ipioposed to. entertain any proposition which your Excellency miaht
thiank proper to make, haaving, for its object a speedy and ari~iidble
settlement and conclusion of the whole question of disptpiitd houp4 lary between-the two.States ; and for the better understandiaig; of
the views entertained by the Gbneral Assembly of this State, I took
,occasion to make the following extract from the report ofa` 6ommit-

Atee on this subject: "1 The failure to settle this controversy by the
commissioners appointed for that purpose, is further evidence of thus
.I necessity of, submitting the case to the Supirerne Court of'the Unit6d
States. TPhis, by the Constitution of the Unitcd States, is constituted'
the proper tribunal to take cognizance of this class of cases." -'

Had your Excellency in the first instance, instead of the still-
gestion of a "fuither negotiation," proposed the scheme- of arn'oth'-
.4er ;board of commissioneis, and the Governor of one of the' South
era States as umpire, the proposition wNould have been respictfully,
b:hutf:promptly rejected, because the- plai of commissio;ier ' bad
st~ern fully I-tried, and admitted by both States tdisbe inoinpdtcnt to

,s: f- e ulyt ;inopee

I' -
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th!ek stett ;IdQ subject in controversy, or of 'wicgreaug 1l)011
an- u mprpe i h oicould ec e :their disagreement, and the altei
nativeof selecting th'-Governor. of one of the Southlen States,,
was ob~:jq·: ctio;oahle for' reasons then given, to say nothina of the -
staionifprobability thhtk nb final decision would ever be obhained
at apy rate, notwith as much certdnty as might be expected by

-the Supreme -Coit of the United States, and clearly not with the
binding foirc~e vhich your Excellency desires "that the qucetion
of th locality;of the head of the St. Mary's river should ie6 as-,
certained'in a manner so unexceptionable, as to silence foruver all
cauil on this ~pofint-seeing that commissioners appointed on the .
part.'pf Qeorgia more than thirty years ago, "lreported* that, alter'
a cireful examination, they found the head of that river (St. Ma-

'But' agtee with the report made by Mr.,Ellicott."
tuf your Excellency gives not the most remote intimation ink

your letter of the 14th January, of your intention to propose another 'I

-board of. commissiners. You say a copy of'your late letter will
be' ti-ansrritted to. the', Legislature without delay, with the confi-' 
dent 'hope that, in a few days, the Executive of Georgia vill b6
clothed with full power to adjust all points of differeiice," SaL.; , and- -

i will take this occasion to adJd as the prospect of a speedy -y
justment is so-rencouraging, would it not be advisable that all prio

N ceedingirns be suspeiided by your State, before thb §upreme Court, I
'unitil the action of this State be known 5"

ow The Executive of Georgia..had exercised the power of ap",
po;nting commissioners on a former occasion, and I presumed t tat
power was still possessed, and that the power with which youriEx
cellency was to he clothed vas the power to adjust all points of dif 

~,, -feIence with the Executive of Florida by negotiation and compromise
V upon- i eral principles.

)And in your letter 'othe 10th of February you say "you will see
that I ani vested with full powers to settre this controversy, and I as.

sure your Excellency pf my sincere desire to acconplish it wiith as'
litdIldelay as possible." And you then propose a reference to coin-

' mituioesr, d c~ which to my mind was putting the question as fear 
out6f th wap of' an amicable settlement as it ever had been. But

ryyour Excellency remaiked, "If a more, s peedy,just or cheaper mode
of se'ttem erit caiin'be suogested by your Excellency, I hope it will be
done. And in my'lettei of the 28th February I proposed, (as I had
behfeved was the intention that we should try to settle and detcrmine
uponia boun1dary line ourselves,) and, in a spirit ofcompromise, pro-.
jposed the mound as the Eastern point to which a liue should be run
froin the junction of the rivers Flint and Chattahoochee and, ofcourse,..
to be:extended until it struck the waters of the St. Mfary?s river. rhis

proposition was llade With OIL-et fi~aaikness and in a spit-it of libeiral-
ity., Butyour Excellency says "Georgia acrks nothina firom her
siste'r:Floridix on. the score of liberality."' Influenced by a very cif
ferent feeling I beg to he allowed to say to your Excellency that it
xvould'ha~ve` b~ee~`n highly gratifying to Florida to have received even,

would-hive bNej birth y gra



h1 · themo-st minullt e" e'I'vi vidence of a lilk liberaldy flom sister Gene

it gia hlavliv~ne (hi' its oblject: a speedy nd a eible .settlement of this

unp!Tileasant controversy-;. and then, peIhaps,.Youi Lscellenc3 _Nvould

ba hd 1e ss~occasioil to "lamentt that the prospect ofan early apd sat-

i Is fadtory adjustment of the boundary-questioi between the two 'Stat es

diI~.-;~::·: · :!m ni ishles in pro~porlion as tle necessity of' that.ajustniett 'is be-'

cumfpl1[igf daily of increased im5ootance." But whatever the issue -tony

e;I ave the. consolation'to know that it vill not have beenhbrought

ibodti by any act upon the part of the authorities of Florid" . Aud I

nowv beg to assure your Excellency that, whilst Floiida will A"ly

pabe. any improper interterence' in her jurisdiction and sovereignity,

turb; Iue iou e ny avoid any act which will have a tendency to dis-
urb the harmony abd good understanding which nov happily'subsists

between the tvo States.

Wi'ththis lettei I have the honor to furnish your Excellency with

copy of the bill which was prepared to blie filed in the Supieme

:ourCt of the United States, under a resolution of the Teneral-Assem -

:- bly of Florida and by the order of My predecessor, which, ifyourEx- '

Ikllency, xv~aivip. formalities, vwill cause to he answered in due time,

v so that a hearing- of the cause may he had at the next term of the

Supreme Court, I flatter myself a decision may be had and the casea

dIisposed ~of more speedily than it would be by a reference again to

iiumissioners, and "in a manner so unexceptionable as to silence

· 1i~1forverall cavil on this point." c

With renewed assurances of ty high consider ation and respect,
I am your Excellency's most obedient servant,

THOS. BROWN`W -

From the Governor of Florida to the Hon. James D. Westeott.

ExECUTIVE DEPAR'TMENT,

Tallahassee, June 15, ] 50.¶,,

My Dea -Sir: From a correspondence with the Gpvernor of

Georgia, I was induced to belie'¶e that (he question of disputed

boundary between the States, of Georgia and Florida could,he ani-

cably adjusted, without a resort to the Supreme Court of the Uni-

ted States; and at the special request of the Goverilor, I -directed

the Attorney General of Florida to cause the proceedings vhich

have been ordered to be instituted by a resolution of the Genesal 

Assembly of this State, to he suspended; hut I have been'disrp- .< 

pointed in my favorable anticipations, and find that there is nowv1

no prospect of an amicable settlement of this unpleasant contie-.

versy, 4nd that the Supreme Court must deterrmine the question be-

tween the two States. You will theuefore cause the bill to- be filed,

' :and the propel' process served so that the cause mIay be put inpro
-gress for a hearing at the reaular term of the Court,. and that no

delay may occuf on account of neglect oil the part ot Florida. --

:r I have forw arded to the. Governor ofGeoraia one of the lppnlted d

copies of tho bill which you had prepared, and sent.td Mr. Ilogue

nad reqiejted that his Excellency would waive all formalities, and

I " 
-
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put in the answer on the part of Georgia, so that a final decision ot
the question may bo had at the next term of the Court, as it is 
of very great importance to both States that this question ot' dispu-.
ted boundary should be speedily adjusted. But I trust that you 
vill take prompt steps to have the bill filed, and due process served,
within the time prescribed by law; so that in the event the authori-
ties of Georgia will not consent to bring the cause to a hearing at
the nest term of the Supreme Court, we may be ready at the regu-
lar term of the Supreme Court for a final trial. -

And permit me, my dear sir, to impress upon your mind the im-
portance of a speedy decision of this question, and to urge that you
will, as counsel selected to assist the Attorney General of this State. 
in the management o' this case, take all prompt measures to pro-
cure the settlement of this question with as little delay as possible,
assuring you that I shall be happy to render you all the aid in my
power to effect this desirable' object. ;

With high respect, I am, yours very truly, 
TANGOS. BR i WN. l

To Hon. JAS. D. WVESTCOTTT Jr. 

From the Governor -of Florida to the Attorney Gencral.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA, 1

Talla7hassee, August 4, 1850.
To the -Ion. D. P. HoGUE, Attorney CGeneral of Florida, &c.: i

Dear Sir,-Soon after your visit to the City of Washington, in 
obedience to a resolution of the General Assembly-of this State,-ap-
proved January 4th, 1849, by which the Attorney General was " au - I.'
thorized and directed to file a bill in the Supremne Court of the Uni-
ted States, to confirm and quiet the boundary line between the State
of Florida and the State ef Georgia," I had a correspondence with the
Governor of Georgia, which induced the hope, that that unpleasant 
controversy of boundary between the two States could be amicably
adjusted, without a resort to the Supreme Court of the United States;

and at the request of the Governor of Georgia, I ordered further '
proceedings to be suspended; but miny confident assurances were notE
realized, and no alternative is now left to the authorities of' Florida,
hut a resort to that tribunal for a final settlement of' the question.-
I.1, therefore, request that you will immediately repair to Washington, j
for the purpose of taking such steps in regard to this case as maybe
necessary to bring the cause before the Supreme Court at its next
session, so that, if possible, a hearing and final decision may be had 
at the.first term of the Court; add for this purpose, you are authori- 
zed and empowered to employ on behalf of this State, such assistant
counsel as you may deem necessary to conduct, attend to and manage
the suit directed to be instituted by the resolutions of the General 
Assembly of this State, and to take such other steps as, in youlr judg- 
inent, may be considered necessary to a speedy ard final settlement :
of this question of disputed boundary between the States of Georgia!
and Florida. 

With high respect, I amn, dcar sir, your obedient, .. &-.. l
9 ' TTOGS. BROWN. 

Il 11


