
A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of the town of ort Wardens-John Campbell, Jasper Gonzalez, Henry '. h-
Jasper, to that of Sevilla;

il/ ; A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sintha Jane gram, Manuel Palmes and George G. Pattison.

^Burdock to Sintha Jane Willis; - Pilot Commissioners-John Campbell Oliver A. Jenkins, John if.

An Act to authorize the Sheriff of Escambia county, to collect Tell, Thomas White and C. P. Knapp.

E @ jroad tax; For Clay County:

Resolution to obtain the senseof the people of West Florida, in Notary Public-Dr. M. J. Murphy.

B| ' t lregard to annexation to the State of Alabama; Auctioneer-Francis Dillaberry.
'A bill to be entitled an Act regulating Constables Sales in th Very respectfully,

ii^; i^i1 ,counties of Jackson, Washington and Holmes; M S. PERRY.
An Act in relation to the different lines of Railroad encouraged On motion the nominations therein recoimlmended were concurred

by the act, approved January 6, 1855; in.
House bill to be entitled an Act to change the time for holding The rules were waived, and Mr. Jones allowed to introduced with-

Elections for Justices of the Peace; out previous notice
House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law as to convey- A bill to be entitied an Act to authorize the several Judges of the

ances. Circuit Courts in this State to correct errors made by the several

Resolution requesting the establishment of one or more Land Offi- Solicitors of this State

ces in East Florida; Which was placed among the orders of the day.
Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third Mr6 Call introduced a

^^II^^^ ^reading on to-morrow. Resolution relative to adjournment,

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow mQrnm Which was placed among the orders;

ing. Mr. Dell introduced a

Resolution requesting of his Excellency the Governor, the return

of a bill to be entitled an Act explanatory of an Act to organize the

-_____o County of Volusia, approved Dec. 29, 1854;

Which was adopted, and the Secretary ordered to transmit a copy

of the same to his Excellency the Governor.

Mr. Baker introduced (the rules having been waived)

WEDNESDAY, January 12th, 1859. A bill to be entitled an Act to consolidate the offices of Tax As-

sessor and Collector and Sheriff in the County of Sumter;

The Senate metpursuant to adjournment. Which was placed among the orders of the day.

On a call of the roll, it being found that there was not a quortoa Mr. Lamar made the following report:

present the Sergeant-at-Arms was sent after the absent members. The Committee to whom was referred a Resolution for the relief

The President announced that there was a quorum present. of E. E. Blackburn, beg leave to

^^ ^ lii sThe following message from the Governor, was received and read;

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, REPORT:

H 1 I TALLAHASSEE, Jan'y. 12, 1859. iThat they have carefully considered the same and think the claim

^^^ fl' IiBHON. JOHN FINLAYSON, meritorious. Mr. Blackburn is the United States Marshall for the
President of the Senate:

^^^* II~ ~~SR I; Prespdetfull reom the followin noiatosfoh Northern District of Florida. In the year A. D. 1857 by the orderItH : :S ip. I respectfully recommend the following nominations for the orthe Distrit J hr emitted for theuse of the Clerk of the

advice and consent of the General Assembly:d Court the sum of seventy-flive dollars. On the night before the Jan-
"^^^Hj ': ' For Escambia County: uary term of the Court of the same year, the said clerk's office was en-

i^^BT' l | Auctioneers-William Pollock, A. L. Avery, Chas. Barkley, Ira tered by burglars and valuable books and papers abstracted therefrom.

^^^H :; j Smith, W. Bell Bunyan, Peter Gonzalez, Phillip Wellington, Jasper By order of the Court the Marshall caused iron grates to be placed|!^H i :i C. Gonzalez, C. P. Knapp, Daniel Saint and B. D. Williams. in the windows, and a good and substantial lock on the door. For
46
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I; ,^ it ;this he paid the sum of one hundred and three dollars, making for Which was read, and the accompanying resolution placed aog

fi ! a, l(jrunt and repairs a sum total of one hundr ed and seventy-eight dol- the orders of the day.

¶h^ 'i A lars. Mr. Blackburn paid out this money by order of the Court, and Mr. Keitt made the following report:

1' i a" "'did so believing that it was perfectly competent for the Court to or- The Committee on the Executive to whom was reterred a bill to

i^ H 't~ ider such steps to be taken as was necessary for the protection and increase the salaries of certain officers have had the same under on-

^^^;*1 I ~ security of its records, and that his account for the same would be sideration and recommend that Senators do as they think proper.

allowed by the Govornnent. W. J. KEITT,

^^^^^ 1 : i It has however, been refused, though he furnished to the proper Chairman.

',',''j !' 'department due proof that the money was expended under the di- Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the

rection ofthe District Judge, and for the use of the Government. orders of the day.
^^^^ --- 1^~It appears to the Committee very strange and very reprehensibleThe following message was received from the House of Represen-

_ ^^^^^^^that those who have charge of these matters at Washington should tatives
_ ^^^^^^^Hrefuse to allow an account so just and reasonable. It ib a remarka-HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )

_ ^^^^^^Hble conclusion for a Government Official to arrive at, that a Court January 11, 1859. 
_ ^^^^^^^^1of the United States is of so little importance as not to require an
_ ^^^^^^^^^office for the use of its clerk or for the safe keeping of its records. HON. JOHN FINLAYSON,

_ ^^^^^^^1This however, is only one of many instances where the Federal Gov- President of the Senate:

_ ^^^^^^^Heminent have exhibited a niggardly and parsimonious spirit towards SIR: The House ofRepresentativeshavepassed thefollowing bills:

*^^ ^^^ ,~the State of Florida. The same thing has happened at the city of Apa- Senate bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for

X^^^ 1 J~~~alachicola,and both at that place and Pensacola the District Court hasand encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvement in this

_^^^^^^^ '*'been dependent for the last six years for an office upon the courtesy ; State ;

^^^^^^^^H of the city authorities. This is not as it should be. The United Senate bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Mary

_;^tji ~ * ~States is in a position to be independent of the charity of town au- Ellen Beers to Mary Ellen Hart;

thorities and private individuals. The conduct of the Government House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William J. Gaines,

would not be so reprehensible if the same rigid rules were applied to a minor, of Santa Rosa County, to contract and be contracted with;

claims from other sections of the Union. But this is not the case. House bill to be entitled an Act declaring the East prong of Cold

Accounts and claims from other quarters are not scrutinized so closely.Water Creek navigable to Wolf Creek.
They seem very just and very proper to be paid when they are ac-Very Respectfully,

companied with the explanations of a large electoral vote. Your R. B. HILTON,

-Committee feel called upon to make those remarks because the factsClerk House Representatives.

justify them. They can not too strongly express their indignationplaced amog the or-
at the petty and pitiful economy of the Department at Washington. Which was read, and the accompanying bills placed among the or-

The resolution under consideration authorizes the Comptroller to ders of the day

^^^^^K ' *~issue a warrant to the Treasurer to pay to the said E. E. Blackburn Also the following:

^^^I t: ;; the sum of one hundred and seventy-eight dollars. It also instructs OUSE OF REPRESE1NTATIVBS, 

.^^^^HJ^ .our Representative and Senators in Congress to make an effort to January 11, 1859. )

I^^^^ t i obtain an appropriation of the amount to be refunded to the State. HoN. JOHN FINLAYSON,

^^^^^^H/ CThe Committee recommend the passage of the resolution on the President of the Senate:

1^ J '; '.grou0nd, that as the State is interested in the due administration of

}t:! ~i "the law where expenses are incurred in connection therewith it should S: I herewith transmit to the Senate a bi to be entitled an At

1^^ l j f~~assume the same, the alternative being between herself and a private amendatory of the Act of 1845, concerning roads and highways.
i citizens, Very respectfully,

Respectfully submitted, R. B. HILTON,
^^^^*P' ^l~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~espectfully submittedQg~~~~~~~~~~~~~~lek House Representatives.

^^^ ^*1'*lj~i! 1 T. B. LAMAR, Chairman Select Committee, House Representatives.

;^^^^H ~ jT. J. EPPES. Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the

orders of the day.
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^^ ^^*1 ' fi ORDERS OF THE DAY. Mr. Lamar made thefollowing report:

^^^^^H'n~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ I~~ lFrom the Committee on Internal Improvement to -blhom was re-

^^^^Bij ;'' iHouse bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act relative to theferred the bill entitled "'an Act to provide for the disposal of lands

;}l2J pay of Jurors in Justices.Courts; granted by Congress to the State of Florida to aid in the construc-

^^^ i ^UI , }Was read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. tion of certain Railroads, the undersigned

^^^ }W 'IAn Act to repeal an Act entitled an Act to prevent trading

A', J Ad 'lwith free persons of color in this State; REPORT:
At;^^Hr ' 11XWas read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

E 2^H ! House bill to be entitled an Act the better to define the boundary That in their opinion all the legislation on this subject which is

lines of the County of Putnam; either expedient or proper, has already been had at previous sessions

Was read a second timne, and referred to a Select Committee, con-of the General Assembly, and the passage of the bill under consider-

sisting of Messrs. Hawes, Keitt and Dell. ation would only tend to produce confusion and throw doubt upon

The rules were waived, and Standing Committees allowed to makethe validity of the previous grants, which validity is a judicial and

reports. not a legislative question.
Mr. Call made the following report:By the 4th section oftheAct of January 6,1855, it is enacted "that

The Committee of Conference on the resolution to provide for the " a line of Railroad from the St. Johns river at Jacksonville and

- payment of interest on scrip issued for interest dclue on scrip issued un * ; "the waters of Pensacola Bay, with an extension from suitable points

der an Act to.provide for the payment of Capt's. Sparkman's, Parker's "on said line to St. Marks river, or Crooked river, at White Bluff,

and other Volunteer Companies for service in the year 1849, ap-"on Apalachicola Bay, in Middle Florida, and to the waters of St.

proved January 7, 1853, recommend the adoption of the House "Andrews Bay, in West Florida; and a line from Amelia Island on

amendment. " the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay, in South Florida, with
GEO. W. CALL, "an extension to Cedar Key, in East Florida," "are proper improve-

Chairman Joint Committee of Conference. "ments," &c., &c.

%Wrhich was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the By the 21st section of the same act it is further provided, "that

orders of the day. . should the Government of the United States grant lands to the

The Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report:" State of Florida for the purpose of aiding in the construction of the

The Committee on Enrolled bills, report as correctly enrolled the "lines of Railroad indicated, and their extensions by general or

following bills, viz: "special act, said lines of Railroad shall be entitled to all the benefits

An Act entitled an Act to amend the several Acts in force in this" and advantages arising from said grant that the State of Florida

State in relation to proceedings in criminal cases; " would be entitled to by the construction of said lines of Railway

r^^^^*1 '! .*A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the seventh section of the " and their extensions, and the Governor of this State is hereby au-
^^^^-^H^ > thirteenth article of the Constitution of this State; thorized and required, should such an act be passed by the Gov-

^^^^^*J; ''/A bill to be entitled an Act providing for the incorporation of the " eminent of the United States, to direct said Railroad companies to

^^^^^K . '!*IMexican Gulf Steamship, and Inland Trading and Navigation Comn- select said laud, and after such selection, to give the Secretary of

B^^^* 'it ;'panies in Florida; ' the Interior notice of such selection, and furnish him with a list

^^^HH( 'i'.;A billto be entitledanActappointing ProsecutingAttorneys in "of lands so selected, the number of section, fractional section or

^^^^GIH) i;certain cases; " sub-division, and take such other action as may be necessary to

I^^^^*ll l**A bill to be entitled an Actto organize the Fifth Judicial Circuit;' fully secure the grant of lands to said Railroad companies, subject

^^^^1i~P ^A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act, approved Dec. 24, "to all the conditions and restrictions of the act of Congress

[It 1 Bl"1854 entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for the payment making such grant."

11l^^* it 'of Jurors and State Witnesses, approved January 8,1848; By an act approved May 17,1856, the Government of the United

'I^^^ 'lA bill to be entitled an Act to authorize John Mclamma to es- -States did grant lands to aid in the construction of the lines of road

18;l1*ti^ 'tablish a ferry across the Suwanee river. indicated by the Legislature of Florida, and also, to aid in the con-
Respectfully submitted, struction of the Pensacola and Alabama Railroad, and there upon

ISAAC WELCH, the General Assembly of Florida, (having already disposed of all the
Acting Chm'n Corn. on Enrolled Bills. jands that were granted to aid in the construction of the Railroads

H2I
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i H 1' , ^'from Jacksonville to Pensacola, and from Fernandinato Tampa, with sacola & Georgia RaX1road, ana the Florida, AtLantic & Gulf Central

^^^^* i 'their extensions) and having nothing to dispose of but the lands R oad.

^^^ » ; J X granted to aid in the construction of the road from Pensacola to the There are other objectionable features in the bill which it is not

I 1^Kf ;', ~Alabama line disposed of these last mentioned lands to the Alabama necessary for the undersigned to particularize, as they are of opinion'

^ |r i ii Tand Florida Raizoad Co-Tan1. $ that the whole subject matter has already been fnlly provided for

l^ J j;^ ~The Legislature, it app ai o the undersigned, fully covers the by the previous legislation of the State; that everything which this:

|^ -'Iepo aentire grotu and disposes of eCe-t 0 ei of land which the State has bill seeks to do that is in itself right and proper, has already been*

R ! 'l ;jlo canobtsvin.f by the UanL froim (C'sonrees aforesaid, and renders all done ; that the equal distribution of thelands at the point of june-

.* ,1 .~ftiruther legislatioDn wholly mnneces-an. tion or intersection of any two roads, is a right which any company

A question mio-ht have been raised by the Uiited States officials. in that situation now possesses by law, and can if necessary, enforce

.-7ho were cheare 'so icn cnress wilh the duty of setting apart these in the Courts of the State where the chance of an equal distribution

lands to the ate Of itec the act of the State passed prior to the of the lands is at least as great as is provided for in this bill; while

grant by Congress, was a valid grant to the several companies in- the remaining provisions would be an act of gross injustice, especial-

c^dicatecd by the State law, but the undersigned are informed that no ly to the stockholders in the Pensacola & Georgia Roilroad, who

such question was raised bnt on the contrary, the General Land Office have very naturally supposed that they were or would become the

Wat Washington has placed upon this legislation by the State ofsole owners of those lands on either side of the Road which they ac--

Florida the same construction that the mundclersigned do, and have re-tually built, and which are enhanced in value by the building of the

cognized the selections of lands made by the different Railroad com- Road, an injustice which is not lessened by giving to that Company

panies as is provided in the 21st section of the Act approved January an interest in an equal number of acres of land in the Western part

6, 1855, above quoted. of the State, where a roadmay or may not be built, and which land

^The bill nowt underc onsideration wholly ignores all the previous indeed should be sacredly reserved for the building of that particular

legislation of the St.tA except the grant to the Florida & Alabama Road.

Railroad. Shoulid it become a law it would give to that company,The undersigned will further state that in their opinion the bill

so far as the Legislature of Florida has power to give it, all the lands under consideration if passed, will if it becomes a valid law, havethe

within fifteen miles of the Road to the total exclusion of whatevereffect to repeal the 21st section of the Internal Improvement Act.

company may undertake the construction of the line from Pensaco- It was upon. the expectation that the lands which might thereafter

la Eastward. be granted by the United States Government to aid in the construc-

It would, so far as land is concerned, consolidate the Pensacola tion of Railroads would be distribaut2d according to the principles

and Georgia Railroad Company, and the Florida, Atlantic &e Gulf adopted in that section, that Middle and West Florida consented

Central Railroad Company into one company, and have the proceeds to relinquish the good prospect they then had of becoming connect-

, ^^BT1^of the lands "divided between them." It precludes any other comn- ed with the Georgia Atlantic ports. To build up the State and con-

pany from building the Railroad through West Florida, except the solidate her people, they agreed to shackle and restrict themselves

L^ H ! ; ''Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Company, (or one claiming under it,) in their Railroad movements and become tributary to East Florida.

^^^ ' 1 '!~and authorizes this last company without having built one foot of If this arrangement as then made is to be disregarded, the under-

H ' ,' ~P~Railroad in West Floi ida, so soon as it reaches the banks of the signed think that it would be just that the restrictions placed upon

!^^^B j Ap alachicola river to take possession of and sell over seventy-five West and Middle Florida should also be removed.

^^^ti ::;thousand acres of the land in West Florida, which should belong to This bill has been introduced at so late a period of the session,

^^^f : {',whatever company builds the road in West Florida, a boon, which that the undersigned have not been able to give it that careful and

^^ itp' ; ; 1 however great in itself, is hardly an equivalent for the loss which mature consideration which the whole subject demands before any

i,^k ,1^that Company would sustain by being deprived of the entire title further legislation is had thereon; they therefore report the bill

^^^ ;' |>Ato all the lands granted by Congress to aid in the construction of back without substitute or amendment and recommend that it do-

J !1 the road which they actually do build, which as your committee not pass, but in lieu thereof they submit the following resolution:

K ''!ii funderstand it, are the lands on each side of the Road actually built. Reselved, That the Attorney General be requested to inform the

* ;E ,T>TA primeiple recognized by this very bill in the case of the Florida Senate whether any further legislation by the State of Florida is

^^^H|t HiRailroad, and the Florida & Peninsula Railroad but ignored for some necessary to secure to-the different companies building Railroads in

e^ ', * reason not appearing on the face of the bill in the ease of the Pen-this State, the lands granted by Congress to aid in the construction

elr 
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4^^^^^*f l I1of such Roads, as to secure an equitable distribution of such lands, pf the Act to provide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal

ff^ * I $ -~where the same should be divided between any two companies, and Improvements in this State, the only section of said Act which can

- t ̂ ^* 1 that if in his opinion such legislation is necessary, that he do draft be construed as conveying these lands to the several Railroad Com-

^^ ^^ ! f a tbill providing for the same, and return it to this House with his panics, it is enacted, "That should the Government of the United

E t f BJ iopinion. 'States grant land to the State of Florida for the purpose of aiding

P Ii |^ J l PRespectfrlly submitted, "in the construction of the lines of Railroad indicated, and their ex-

4"^His \' ,' T. B. LAMAR, tensions, by general or special Act, said ines of Riailroad shall be

^^^^^^Bj'11~~~ 't~~~~~ 1T. J. EPPES. "entitled to all the benefits and advantages arising from said grant

1 l^^^^B iti jWhich was read, and the accompanying resolution adopted. that the Siate of Florida would be entitled to by the construction

Mr. Baldwin made the following minority report:' of said hues of Railway and their extensions; and the Governor of

The undersigned, members of the committe to whom was referred the State is hereby authorized and required, should such an Act

a bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the disposal of lands grant- be passed by the Government of the United States, to direct said

ed by Congress to the State of Florida to aid in the construction of Railroad Companies to select said land, and, after such selection, to

certain Railroads, dissent from the majority report upon the grounds "give the Secretary of the Interior notice of such selection, and fur-

hereinafter stated. " nish him with a list of lands so selected, the number of each see-

We think said bill ought to pass because it provides for the carry-" tion, fractional section, or sub-division, and take such other action

ing out of the Act of Congress by which said lands were donated.- as may be necessary to fully secure the grant of lands to said Rail-

It does not undertake to construe the Act of Congress, but simply" road Companies, subject to all the conditions and restrictions of the

re-enacts its provisions and specifies the manner in which the con-" Act of Congress making such grant."

templated aid shall be given to the several Railroad Companies.- The Internal Improvenient Act was passed prior to the Act of

The objection which is offered by those opposingthe bill is that these 4 Congress, and of course the former could not be framed with direct
lands have been already disposed of in the Act of Florida, approved reference to the prvisions of the latter. It is not strange therefore,

c ^^^^*JJanuary 6, 1855, entitled " an Act to provide for and encourage a that there should not be exact conformity between said Acts in ref-

* ^^^^^Bliberal system of Internal Improvements in this State." We think erence to the manner of disposing of said lands. It cannot amount

* ^^^^^^this objection is not sound, and that by said Act these lands have not to a grant of the lands for the plain reason that at the time of the

* ^^^^^^been disposed of according to the provisions and requirements of the passage of thlie Act there were no lands to grant. A grant by anin-

* ^^^^^^^Act of Congress. dividual under such cirenmstances would not be held binding, and

* ^^^^^^^By the Act of Congress of May 17, 1856, certain lands were grant-although it may be contended that precisely the same rulesofcon-

* ^^^^^^ed to this State to aid in the construction of Railroads from St. Johns struction do not apply to the law making power in a case like this,

^^^^ H^ " river, at Jacksonville, to the waters of Eseambia Bay, at or near Pen- it is nevertheless true that such a construction ought to be placed

U ̂ ^^B^ ' ~sacola, and from Amelia Island to Tampa Bay, with a branch to Ce- upon an Act of the Legislature as will prevent it from conflicting

^^^^^B * 1;dar Key. By the 4th Section of said Act it is enacted, that the lands withpublic policy: It is certainly not good policy and is a wrong

U^^^^B . i ' granted shall be disposed of by said State only in the manner pr-precedent for a Legislature to assign the interest of the State over
^^^^ H I; ^scribed in said fourth section. By said 4th Section the manner of property that the State may hereafter possess. When an estate'has

*^^^^ ''*'disposal of said lands is as follows: "A quantity of land not exceed-been acquired by the State it is well for the Legislatures which may

^^^IH Ad^~" ing one hundred and twenty sections for each of said Roads and assemble after such acquisition to provide for the disposal thereof.-

ff! ics,, d1 Branch and included within a continuous length of twenty miles of The future Legislatures have the grant with all its provisions and

^^^ ^ i' ''i" each of said Roads and Branch may be sold; and when the Gov- conditions before them and are the best judges as to the manner in

^^^^ ~ i 111" ernor of the State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that which the same should be applied to its legitimate purposes-and

g^H f { i; " any twenty continuous miles of any or either of said Roads or Branch their hands should not be bound and their action restrained by pre-

^^^ '^* iii ~ " is completed, then another quantity of land thereby granted, not to mature legislation taken by legislativebodies composed of men whose
I. "exced one hndred an twentysectionsfor eac of saidRoads 1 mature legislation taken by legislative bodies composed of men whose

" exceed one hundred and tenty sections for each of said Roadsfunctions ceased to exist before the grant came into existence. If

^^^ .H| 1 i," and Branch having twenty miles completed as aforesaid, and in- the powers of the Legislature are to be construed and regulated by

F^H i" "keluded within a continuous length of twenty miles of each of said iniform principles, and you establish the principle in one case that

lit* * ' " Roads and Branch may be sold; and so, from time to time, until the Legislature may by prospective grant dispose of property that

^^^ g 1[i " the said Roads and Branch are completed." By the 21st Section 47
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znay, one, two or three years thereafter become the property of thq Yaim that because she has given much that ste is compeded to gs

State, the same must be true in reference to zrants mnade tell, fifty, all. We are not bound to do so great injusti'e to the Seventh Gen-

or a hundred years in futurity, and until the cud of time. We think eral Assembly as to suppose tint tie ohj ct ot the Internal Improve-
therefore that such aP construction should be placed upon the Inter- ment Act was to favor ir eLrtiu anoy particular Railroad Company Ot

unas1 Improvnement Act as shouIld not render it inconsistent 'With pub- asociation of individuals. Raither let us suppo'e that the Act was
lie policy, and should relieve the General Assembly which passed intended "to provide for and enonurage a liberil system of Internal

the -At fromn any suspicion of intention to infringe upon the rihtsIprovemen in this Ste
of future Leg~islatures. I.rveet i1ti aeII] offa'i~·c Lc~si~ztre s But suppose it is 8aillied. that rights have vested ander tile Inter-

But it mnay be contended that although one Legislature cannotBusupeitsclmdtntotsae ce nerheIe-
· r B~t it :uny be contended t~Q- n~tlou~ll one Le~islatnal Improvemient lhw-what Ere those riglits 2 Certainly no other

pass any Act restricting the action of fuature Lerrislatres, neverthe- than to sellthe land: s-ranted acco'ding to the provisions of the 4th
less should they pass ay~ Act which oight have that effect the same section of the Aet of Cosiaress, to cony out wlich is the object of
is good and valid so leon as it is acquiescdc in, and until the same is the bill Nye hrve under con-'dnrat'onc
repealed; and that the rein'lpoy in suca cases is by repeal-and that The grant by Coon- Ts want nixen in aid of any particular
the prerogative of rpeal caiinot be exercis d ohere rights are vested Railroad Com1 pany i was a vranit tO the Statto idi the con-

imder the previous Act. YTe coutend in the first place that this is struction of i'ildioads betwoeuoea ataint points; to be disp)osed of by

not colrect. If the Lerrislotrre had no nht to avrant, the grantees ihe State. Uii 21st Secticu of -.l-e Internal Improvenient hw was
take ito rights uider the Act. In ether wartds we miaintain that the not framed in rferticue to amv parsti-lar Railroad, but had reference

grantor has no right tq grant that in which lie has no estate, and that solely to the lcess -of Piaihroadin i:,atcd in said Internal Improvement

the grantee tak~ es under the grant no more than the grantor -was an- law. Whic s are tV huines ot Wailroid indicated? They are "a line

-thorizedl to coney. 'of Railroad flour the St. Jolihm rive; at Jacksonvill, and the waters
Bunt it it still be insisted thant the law is good so far as concerns of Escamb in Bay, witi m in extousroni from suitable poiits on said

any vested rig/its, let us inquire whether arny rights have vested and a line to St. Marks niver, oi- Csool.c-l river; at White Bluff on Apa-
what those vested rights are. If any companies have vested rights, 'lachicol Bany in Middle Florila, and to the waters of St. Andrews

they hold them not under the Act of Congress (for the grant is to "Bay, in WVest r rida, anid a lice fiscia Anselia Island, on the At-

the State) but under the Act of Florida. Under the Internal Tm- l'antic to tile dwaer' of Taupa tav, its Soirtli Florida, with an ex-
provement Act such rights caln only vest in the manner provided by 'tension to Cedar Key, i' tait Ccaia," ire. So no Rilroad Cor-

the Act of Congfress. And taking, both Acts together it will be seen panics are specialiy eumerated in tue 4th Section of the Internal

that the lands are to be sold for the benefit of the Railroad Conpa- Improvemest law. If Qierefore we construe the said 4th Section of

nies only as the several Reads progress. The Companies, most of the Internal (moroveancutletr, and %se 21st Section by which it is

them, were chartered prior to the Internal Improvement law and the contended these lands are counvyed, w ithiout reference to the cendi-

Congressional grant, end accepted the provisions of the Internal Tm- tions prescribed in the other gaits of said Internal Improvement

provement law before Cpngress offered any 4 id. They have not been law, we will find the lawv of the State is not more special in its ap-
induced to organize or take any steps by reason of said grant, and plication 6f said lands tllani the Act cf Congress itself The Act of
were the said lands to be wvitiihld or appropriated for the benefit of Congress grants a eertain quantity oflands to aid iii the construction
different comipanies. or were the State to underttake to build said ofRaroadsbetween et s-c' s points 'TheInterl Improvement
lines of Road herself out of the proceeds of such lands, it would per- -Act says that g1a' lPnes ofi Raro-ad shall be entitled to all the bene-
ha mps y he inmany respects objectionable and impolitie,but no Railroad fits and advantagas ar'sing from. sni gsault. So far, therefore the
Compasy could say that they would. suffer any loss thereby. The Legislature does ntu4in r bitt 'mire inat the lands shall be applied for
fact that the State has given to said Railroad Companies alternate the purposes fos whica they are'-' ganted.
sections within six miles of the several Roads for 000 or 1700 miles of Furthermore, is it :till be contended that the 21st Section of the

Road, and has pledged the proceeds of over 12,000,000 of acres of Internal Improxement lxv is sy ecifie grant to certain .Railroad

I I~~~~ldn to pay the interest oil their bonds, may afford g~oodl reason to opne tn ist h h Bt o uic n f h ur

suppose thalt she will not withhold from said Railroad Companies
aul aid that she can suppy, ad that sh i faihl ad liberall pose because it does not meet" "tie conditions aid restrictions of the8n~a aid that she call supply, and that she will fait fully and liberally Act of Congress mak-ing such gralnt," and so far falls short of dispo-
extend the assistance which is placed in her power to favor the great sing of said lands ii accordance thereith that it is necessary that

'ii;: .scheme of Internal Improvement, but it is not sound reasoning to 'some Act should be passed to relieve aldpnbt and difficulty that

HIo sil
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|/I: t iahv arise to prevent the several Railroad Companies froni receiving 'Governor certified the same to the Secretary of the Interior, thAM

1E i 111 the benefit contemplated by said Act of Congress. they received the benefit of the sale of the first one hundred and

Now, the first question which will probably arise under the Inter- twenty sections of land, and then built their road for twenty miles

It, nal Improveinmet law is, which of the Railroad C;ompauies are enti with a guage of five feet three inches. Would that company then

T E } r 'tied to the benefis of tihe 21st Section thereof? As they are not be entitled to the additional one hundred and twenty sections ? Un-

|2~j -n~amed in the ConArrcsional Act nor in the Internal Imiprovement der the Internal Improvement law, most assuredly not. But under

[i {i ~ Act, we must look to the whole of the last named Act to find out the Act of Congress, should the Governor certify to the Secretary of

which they aie. the Interior that said twenty miles were completed, the lands would
,By the 6th Sechen we find that the several Railroads then organ- be certified to them, unless the Department of the Interior also should

ized or chartered, or that might thereafter be chartered, "any portion accept the provisions of the Internal Improvement law and take up-

" of whose routes as .uthorizsd by their different charters, and amend- on itself the responsibility of examining into the fact whether each

"ments thereto, shall be .ithii the line or routes laid down in see- Railroad company had complied with the terms prescribed before is-

"tion four (4,) shall have the right and privilege of constructing that suing the lists. The result therefore must be that to receive the ben-

" part of thle line emlbracecl by their charter, on giving notice to the fit of the Act of Congress each of the Railroad companies must fur-

"Trutees of the Internal liTorovemeut Fundcl of their fall acceptance nish the Departmeit of the Interior with evidence that they have

"of the provisions of this Act, specifying the part of the route they complied with all the specifications and requirements of the laws of

" propose to construt."' In the Cth section it is enacted " that be- the State of Florida. And a further result might be that one corm-

"fore any Railroad :7Copal y shall be entitled to the provisions of this pany might receive the benefit of, the first one hundred and twenty

" Act" certain acts sh1ll be done by saidc Railroad Company. Now, sections and failing in the further requirements of the law, any other

one of the prdvisions of said Act to wvhichl any Railroad Company Railroad company may receive the benefit of the remainder. The

shall be entitled upon conply5ing - with certain conditions is the 21st fact that any agreement has been entered into between the several

section thereof. In other words, the grant under the Internal Im- Railroad companies, or between said companies and the Board will

proveme.nt lam r-was a conditional grant madcle to those companies on- not give validity to that which had none before.

ly who should acceplt aldt comply with the provisions of the Internal And if any company having the first grant of -one hundred and

*Implovementlaw. TY, result which follows is this, the Congres- twenty sections as aforesaid, and having completed twenty contin-

sional grant to thc e£,, e is absolute. The State grant is conditional. uous miles more, though not in conformity with the Internal It-

Now, let us follov te tL w orling oi the lawv under this state of things provement law, should apply for the second one hundred and twen-

-and take for illistration the grant of land to aid in the construction ty sections and be refused, would not said Company have as good a

of a Railroad from iSt. Johns river to Escambia Bay. First, by the right to raise the cry of " vested rights" as any other company now

Act of Congress before any pbrtion of the road is built " a quantity existing?
of land not excecding one hundred and twenty sections" for said road In addition to all this, the latter clause of the 21st section of the

" and included w, iti-il ma continuons length of twenty miles" of said Internal Improvement law is too vague and -Seneral to convey any

road may be sold. At this time, the only provision of the Internal valid title where conflicting rights are involved. And moreover,;itis

Improvement law tcot could be complied with is the acceptance of ambiguous in itsterms. Undersaidsection the Governoris'lauthor-

A: :- ~ the provisions therec Now, the Peusacola & Georgia Railroad " ized and requiredl, should buch an Act be-passed by the Govern-

Company accepts the provisions of said Act for so much of their " ment of the United States, to direct said companies to select said
1 · ;~ ~ route as is embracd in the line specified, and the Florida, Atlantic " land, and, after such selection, to give the Secretary of the Interior

& Gulf Central Railroad Company aceept the entire route. A por- notice of such selection, and furnish him with a list -of the lands so

A, I/ ~ lition of the routes of these Railroads conflict. There arises the first " selected,the number of each section, fractional section, or subdivision,
a! 11 (~difficulty which is not provided for in the Internal Improvement law, " and take such other action as may be hecessary to fully secure the

for accordingto the termis of the Act of Cbngress only one hundred " the grant of lands to said Railroad comnpanies, subject to all the

and twenty sections are to be sold for the benefit of this line, andno conditions and restrictions of the Act of Congress making such

Ed C it ~ preference is given to any Railroad Company. Theh follows a pro- " grant." Now, according to said law, it is the duty of the Governor

vision for the selling of another like quantity of land. Now, we will to direct said companies to select said lands. Afterthe selection has

suppose that the Florida, Atlantic & Gulf Central Railroad Compa- been made, whose duty is it 'to give the Secretary of the Interiorno-
nBy accepted the provisionsof the Internal Improvelnentlaw, that the kice," &c. ? It evidently has been the opinion ofthe Railroad compia-
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nies that upon them devolved the duty of giving notice, &C., and o' provenrent system, and to the people whomwe represent that a Lai
taking the action necessary to secure said grant. But the language and equitable disposition of these lands should be made at as early1 l i h ! { of said section is just as fairly construed to mean that such noticea day as practicable. Our sessions are biennial, and unless someAct
shall be given and such action taken by the Governor. If it had been providing for the disposal of these lands be passed at the present ses-I,. ! § so framed intentionally it could not better have expressed the idea sion, the Railroad companies interested therein must wait until two
so as to mean that either one or the other, the Governor or the more years have passed. This ove think is unjust and unnecessary

Aft ill Railroad company, should perform the Acits specified. But if we delay.
construe said Act in couention with the Act of Congress making Having given our views generally upon this question we now pro-
the grant we will find that the only rational construction of said see- L pose to examine into the details of the bill before us, to see if it be
tion is to place the duties therein prescribed upon the Governor o/ I such an Act as ought to be passed to provide for the existing emer-
this State. The only person recoguized by said Act is the Governor gency.
of the State or an agent ap'pointed by hil. That this construction Thie first Section simply divides the grant between the Railroad
is different from the one usually contended for by the Railroad com- companies whose routes or portions thereof are upon the lines spedi-
panies and that it is reasonable and fairly deducible from the words fied in said Act of Congress. This we suppose is not objectionable.
of the Act, are sufficient reasons to ceall for the enactment of a law It is not against the Congressional Act and carries out the Internal
which will remove all doubt, and relieve tue action of all connected Improvement law.
with the settlement of this grant from embairrwssient The second Section provides for the disposal of the lands in exact

But we do not wisht to be understood -s contending that the 21st egompliance with the Act of Congress, and in almost the very words
section of the Internal Improvement Act should have no force or an2 with the Congressional Act. There can therefore be no objectionto
thority. We only contend that it does n6t convey the lands-nor their manner of disposal, for any such objection would *not apply to
do we think from the language of said 21st section that it thereby this bill but to the Act of Congress itself. The bill does not eon-
contemplated making an absolute grant withdut any further action true the Act of Cuiigress but simply embodies its provisions leaving
on the part of the Legislature. It certainly did intend to give to the parties interested the question of ascertaining what rights
the weight and influence of the Genieral Assembly by wh'om it was were secured to them under thelawv of Congress.
enacted in favor of such Railroad companies as should accept the The 3rd Section provides that no company in selecting its "in-
provisions of the Internal Improvement Act. It was desired to en- demnity" for lands sold, pre-ermpted, &e., shall make such selections
courage a liberal system of Internal Improvements by giving to all within six miles of the Railroad with which it connects. This see-
Railroad companies who would build upo-! certain specified lines all tion is simply a recognition of the mode prescribed by Act of Con-
the aid that the State could furnish. It was not then known what gress.
Railroad companies would receive the contemplated aid, but such as The 4th Section provides for an equal division of the lands em-
could and would accept the provisions of said Act and comply with braced within the interfering limits of two Roads. This is surely
its conditions were to receive a certain quantity of land and a eer- fair and just.
tiln amount of guaranty, and in addition thereto it was enacted that The 6th Section only caries into effect the amendatory charters of
t'I! should the United States grant land to the State to aid in the eon- c ert ain Railroad companies so as to give them the full benefit of the
straetion of the lines of Railroad indicated, said lines of Railroad grant of lands.
should be entitled to the benefits and advantag es arising from said It will be thus seen that this bill is fair and just in it provisions-
grant. This promise or assurance (if it may so be called) was made that it but carries out the requiretents of the Act of Congress-an4
in January, 1855, and although it nlay not be apromise legally bind- that it is not inconsistent with, but gives forep and validity totheIn-
ing, and may have originated in an unnecessary amount of zeal to ternal Improvement law. It will also be seen that there are serious
favor untried schemes of Internal inaproveiieht, yet we doubt not it doubts as to the validity of the 21st section of the Internal Improve-
was inserted in good faith and with the view of benefiting our gen- ment law, and very great if not insurmountable obstacles in the way
. z ' era1 system of Internal Improvements, and we therefore urge upon ' of its being carried into effect. I Nay, we may say that there is the
this General Assembly the passage of an Act which will meet the strongest reason to suppose that there is no such Jaw if to make alaw
'provisions and requirements of the Act of Congress and carry oat is required the constitutional power to an Act. Butunderthemost fa-
the purposes intended in the 21st section of the Internal Improve' yorable view that can be given to those who are opposed to this bill,
ithnt law. It is due to the Railroad companies, to the Internal EIn: there are at least great doubts. The bill before us seeks to removd

'I 'I
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^^^^^^|-.d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ all Cnerern wl antigta a aeAn Act in relation to the different lines of Railroad encouraged

|h* j V; .these doubts without at all interfering with anything that may ha the Act approved January G, 1855;

iH il been heretofore undertaken by any pevious Legislature. Was read a second time, and 80 copies ordered to be printed,

IU S'A S. EUB.iT ALWIN and the same referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements;

, ^^^* JO~~1I Nli~~JOHN EUBLANKSbHouse billto be entitled an Act to amend the law as to convey-

; It HJ' IWhich was received and read. anes

i!^^^B Il House bill to be entitled an Act to equitably divide the taxes.Wasreadsecondtime, andancerefes;edtothes;diciarys;Comittee
Counties for County purposes;Was read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

|: , s' 5 collected in Duval and Clay Counties for County purposes;An Act to authorize the Sheriff of Escambia County to collect

|61*; ! jj1Was read a second time, and referred to a Select Committee, con- road tax;
iB r '* : i!f sisting of Messrs. Baldwin, Hawes, and Eppes. Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which the

_^^^^^H~L House bill to he entitled an Act for the relief of Josiah Gates and vote was:

_ ^^^^^B~ other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee County;Yeas-Mr President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Fisher, Hiawes,

_ ^^^^^H~Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on ClaimsJones, Keitt, Lamar, MeQueen, Nicholson and Welch-12.

and Accounts; Nays-none

_ ^^^^^B~Resolutiou for the relief of E. E. Blackburn; So said bill passed-title as stated.

_ t^^^^H"~\Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third Ordered that the same e certified to the House of Representa-

reading on to-morrow. tives

_ ^^^^^1| ~Mr. Baker offered a substitute for the resolution requesting of the The rules being waived, Mr. Baldwin introduced

_ ^^^^^f~Governor the return of a bill entitled an Act to organize the county resolution relating to payment of the Territorial debt;

_l^^^^B i of Volusia, approved Dee. 20,1854; Which was adopted.

^^ *^ JWhich was adopted, and a copy of the same ordered to be Abill to entitled an Act regulating Constables' sales in the

^^^^jK, transmitted to the Governor. W m conuties of Jackson, Washington and Holmes;

_ 2 ^^^*j~The rules were waived, and Mr. Welch allowed to make the - Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed as amend-

following report: ed, for a third reading on to-morrow.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, report the following bills as A bill to be entitled an Act to increase the salaries of Secretary of

correctly enrolled ^^^^^^^^^~correctly enrolleBersdt Mr oState, State Treasurer and Comptroller's Clerk;
An Act to change the name of Mary tKlen Beers to Mary Was indefinitely postponed.

Ellen Hart; House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William J. Gaines, a

^^^^^^^__~~A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for minor, of Santa Rosa county, to contract and be contracted with;

_ ^^^HBHR~and encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvement in this Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which the

^^^^^B "^State, approved January 6th, 1855. vote was:
t^^^^B ; '~Respeefully submitted, I C ELCH, Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Call Dawkins, Eppes, Fisher, Hawes,

~ISAA~ WELC2, '> : Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen and Welch-11.
U^^ ---- ,p~ i;;1~ 'Acting Chair'n Coin. on Enrolled Bills.Nays-none

Ml ; !i, :>Which was received and read. So said bill passed-title as stated.

4^ 'i : 1Mr. Baker introduced (the rule having been waived,) a resoOrdered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-

3^^^T , ;,lution relative to the further reception of messages from the House tives.

^^^ ^K i of Representatives A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Silas Jernigan to estab-

^^^ ^*1 li1Which was adopted. lish a Ferry across Black Water river, at the town of Milton in Santa

if^^B: ,l1 ~The following bills were read a second time, and ordered tobeRosa county;

i^^^H|' , engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow Was indefinitely postponed.

^^ ^ i: '1;!, An Act more fully defining the duties of Executors, Adminis- | The rules were waived, and reports of standing committees allowed

il^jl: I{l!tors, Guardians and Judges of Probate; to be in order.

^^^ !|j '^i :A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sintha Mr. Lamar made the following report:

l i Us ' ^Jane Burdock to Sintha JaneWillis;

IIK , -A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of the town of 

Jasper to that of Sevilla.

e f



378 379

L B 14 *i ThLCe Selecd Committee to whom was refelrred a bill to be entitled to pay for all cattle, or other live stock, killed upon their respective
,!l ''!,11an Act for the relief of Otis Fairbanks, beg leave to l oads

ip;^ * | RPnORT: Was read the second time, and referred to a select committee con-
, ^^^^R '^'it -J P~~~~~~~~b-i~ OU~i sisting of Messrs. Call, Baldwin and Eppes.

,^^^^^^B~ha te hav eaid th sm an find-, it t b bsduoa House bill to be entitled an Act to change the time of holding elec-
^^ * 1 1,ltlTat they have exambied the same and fnd it to be based upon a tions for Justices of the Peace;

l^ ! ij Gmeritorious claim, The work for which he claims pay was actually s r ead the second time, and ordered for a third reading on to-
r^^^^Hi Laperformed and by the direction of a proper officer. They therefore morrow

recommend its passage. ~~~~~~~morrow.
. 1 11 H~recolmmend its passage. A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the several Judges of the

^^^^*~~~~~~~I~~ p T. B. LAMARP, Chm'n, Circuit Courts in this State to correct errors made by the several Solic-
_ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~T. J. EPPES>, Ch itors in this State;
^^^^^^^^H-~T J.^ E ®PPET - S,- X -Was read a first time, and ordered for a second reading on to-mor-

PHIL. DELL. row.
^^^^^H~ ~Whlich was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the House bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to
_ ^^^^H"T'orders of the day. supply the deficiency in the appropriation for the payment of
_ ^^^H~Mr. Dawkins made the following report: Jrors and State Witnesses;
_ ^^^^J~The Committee on Propositions and Grievances to whom was re-Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on
^^^^^^ ^^tferred the joint resolution allowing the clainms of the persons there- to-morrow

_ ̂ ^2in named, asks leave to House bill to be entitled an Act to repeal an Act entitled an Act
^^^^^^^|j-~~~ :1;'~RPORT' to amend an Act for the protection of fisheries on the coast of Flor-

ida, approved Dec. 31st, 1850
^^^^^^^l 1 1 1rm . . .1 . . „ .,. , . , ,,"W~~~~~~~~~as read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on to-

^^^,^ . ^fck That in the opinion of your committee, the service rendered by Was read the seond time, and ordeed for a third reading on to-
Capt. Hughey and his command, was meritorious, and the claim just House bill to be entitled an Act declaring the East prong of Cold

^^^^^^H~and legitimate; your committee therefore recommend the passage of Water Creek navigable to the mouth of Wolf Creek;
the joint resolution.

^~the ~j~oint resolmtlon~. D. C. DAWKINS, , Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to-

Chairman. ~morrow.
Wla*ieh was read, and the accompanying bill 4hairnian. Joint Resolution allowing claims of the persons named;

- ^^^^ ___ ~ Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third
orders of the dav.reading on tomorrow.

0House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of James M. Smith, Joint Resolution allowing claim of Captain Hughey;
X^^* :'Sheriff of Gadsden comunty; Was read the second ti me, a nd o rdeed to eng o ssed for a thid
B '; ~ ~ ii ~ Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Claims Was readon to-mhe seond time, and ordered to rgosow.ed for a third

and ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~reading on to-morrow.
l^^H *;' and Accounts; The rules were waived, and the Committee on Enrolled bills al-

Resolution to obtain the sense of the people of West Florida in re-lowed to make a report
l]^ , 1 gard to annexation to the State of Alabama; The Committee on Ehrolled Bills, beg leave to report as correctly
'r^^^*" , Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third enrolled
^^^H ; S reading on to-morrow. Resolution to provide for the payment of interest on certificate is-
^^ * l 'Resolution relative to adjournment; sued for interest due on scrip issued under an Act to provide
l!^^H~ ;.Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on for the payment of Capt. Sparkman's, Parker's and other volunteer

to-morrow.
bill to be entitled an Act to consolidate te offices of Tax As- t companies for service in the the year 1849, approved January 7, 1853.

^^^ E i ^!A bill to be entitled an Act to consolid~ate the ofices of Tax As- ? P ISAAC WELCH
1^^H l isessor and Collector and Sheriff, in the county of Sumter; Acting Chairman Committee on Enrolled Bills.

;Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize persons residing on
to-morrow, ad^^^^^Rj !':~~~~~~to-morrl~~~~~ow.lands within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States to vote;

^ ^ pR ;'-~House bill to be entitled an Act to compel Railroad Companies Was read the second time, and on motion, passed over informally..
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' ! 'I - 1House bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the Act of 1845, A committee from the House appeared and requested the return
^^ 1H^ z j~concerning roads and highways; of a bill to be entitled an Act granting to the Alabama and Florida

^ ^ !!;I j |Was read a third time and put upon its passage, npon which the Railroad Company alternate sections of the Swamp and overflowed
vote wams: lands.

' -;Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Fisher, On motion of Mr. Dell, the resolution relative to the farther re-
~^ | i ~Halwes, Jones, Kcitt, Lamar, MeQueen and Welch-11. ception of bills from the House, passed by the Senate upon yesterday,
^^^^ JI i"Nay-Mr. Dell-1. was rescinded.
A^^B ii, ~So the bill passed-title as stated. On motion of Mr. Dell, the Senate joint resolution relative to ad-
b^^^^HL, jOrdered that the same be certified to the House of Representa [/ journment, was taken from the table and placed first among the or-

tives. ders of the day.
House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Otis Fairbanks; The following message from the Governor was received and read:

_ ^^^^^^BWas read a third time and put upon its passage; .i EXECUTIVE CHAMnBER,
_ ^^^^H-Upon which the vote was: Tallahassee January 12,1859. f
^^^^^ ^^^BYeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Dawkins, Dell, Hawes, Keitt, HON. JOHN FINLAYSON,
_ ^^ H~Lamar, MeQueen and Welch-9. President of the Senate:
_ ^^^H~Nays-Messrs. Baldwin, Fisher and Jones-3. S President of the Senate:
_ ^^^^^^^1So said bill passed-title as stated. Sir: I herewith return in compliance with the resolution of the

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- Senate, an Act explanatory of an Act to organize the county of Vol-
^^^^^*i:, Etives. usia, approved Dec. 29, 1854 ; and I also return an Act to amend an

2 Ii ̂ lThe rules were waived, and Mr. Baldwin allowed to introduce a Act entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to incorporate
*^^^ ,1' ,motion to re-consider the vote on the the City of Apalachicola, approved Feb. 2, 1838, and for other pur-
_^^^^*,_. House bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the consolidation poses-the same having been transmitted to me without the signa-

of the statutes and the compilation of a code of laws of this State; tares of the President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of
Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Representatives.

Dawkins and Fisher; Very Respectfully,
The vote was: e M. S. PERRY.
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Fisher, Nicholson On motion of Mr. Dell, the accompanying Act explanatory of an

and Welch-6. Act to organize the county of Volusia, approved Dec. 29, 1854
Nays-Messrs. Call, Dell, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar and Me- Was placed back upon its second reading.

Queen-'7. The following message with the accompanying documents was re-
*: r ' .i - So the motion was lost.ceived from the Governor:

II^^^* [;On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'-EXEcuTIvE DEPARTMENT, )

I^^ 'Ieclock. Tallahassee, January 13,1859. 

HON JOHN FINLAYSON,
President of the Senate:

1 VIH O i - 0 SIR: I have the honor to submit to you a communication form
Hon. G. T. YELVERTON, Commissioner of the State of Alabama, and

X^^^^^*'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |''~~ ~ 1 also a copy of the joint resolutions of said State requesting the State
.^^^ 1 ',~~ rTHRSUDAY, January 13, 1859. of Florida to cede to the State of Alabama that portion of the State

^^^^^*:-'H~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ iI (~ ~of Florida, west of the Apalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers.
^^^H^' '!Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. YELVERTON has presented in due form, his credentials to me,

°^^^H |; 1 [On a call of the roll, a quorum being found not present the Ser- and is here awaiting such action as the Legislature may take in the
i^^^1^ )"geant-at-Arms and Door-keeper were sent after the absent members. premises.
^^^^B| 'i iOn motion, the reading of yesterday's journal was dispensed with. I feel that courtesy to ofr sister State, requires that I should sub-

,^^^H; ,*The President announced that there was a quorum present. mit the communication and resolutions to the General Assembly for

, _ _ I


