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Mr. Dell gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask leave
to introduce a bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Alachua
and Columbia Railroad Company.

On motion of Mr. Dell, the Senator from Leon was granted leave
of absence for one week.

On motion of Mr. Dell, the Sergeant-at-Arms and Door-keeper
were instructed to take their seats opposite the Secretary.

Mr. Hawes gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask
leave to intr oduce

A bill to be entitled An Act to change the name of ‘Abraham -

Dupont Zylstra.
Mr, Baker gave notice that he would, at some future: day, ask .
leave to introduce the following bills :

A bill to be entitled An Act ama,ndatory of the existing actsas -

to Dowers in this State;

A Dbill to be entitled An Act. amendatory of the existing acts as
to Garnishment in this State;

A Dill to be entitled An Act explanatory and declaratory of the
lien of Executions in this State;

A bill to be entitled An Act to anthorize the Solicitors of the,

different Circuits in this State to change the venue in criminal cases, ;

nnder certain civeumstanecs ;

A DBill to be euntitled An Act to define and fix the dutles of '

Sheriffs in this State in the sale of lands for taxes, and establish’
more certainly the validity of tax deeds;

o

A bill to be cntitled An Act to change the time of holdmg i:he ‘

Circnit Courts for Orange County ;

A bill to be entitled An Act to fix and locate the time and p]ace
of holding the Circuit Courts in Sumter County ;

A Dbill to be entitled An Act for the relief of the Volunteel
Company of Capt. Hansford D. Dyches, and othel Companies of *
of 'Volunteers therein named.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 oclocL

A M.

O

WEDNESDAY, November 24th, 1858.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
A quorum present. :
The journal of the last two days was read and approved.

[
[
N

A committee from the House informed the Senate thatthe House
was organized and ready to proceed to business. :

The committee appointed .to wait upon his Excellency the Gov-
ernor, and inform him of the organization of the Senate, reported
that they had performed that duty, and were discharged.

Mr. Dell gave notice that he would, on some fature day, ask
< leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an Act to anthorize actions at
- law, to be instituted upon all notes and contracts executed by mar-
ried women.

Mr. McElvy gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask
- leave to introduce the following bills:

A bill to amend An Act to organize the County of Liberty, (which

* was passed at the last session.)

A bill defining the liability of endorsers of promissory notes;
A bill for the relief of John H. Keadle, of Gadsen county; and
A bill for the relief of Larkin Bell.

C M. Eppes gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask leave’
" to introduce the following bills:

. An Act to be entitled an Act to amend Altlcle 3, Sections 14
-.'and 23, of the Constitution of the State of Florida, and Article 5th,
* Bee. 16 of the Constitution of the State of Flouda, s0 as to give the

f ‘election of Secretary of State, State Treasurer, Comptroller of Pub- . .

.- lic Accounts and Attorney General of the State, to the people; also

An Act to be entitled an Act to amend Section 1, Clause 2, of the

“Attachment Laws of this State, approved February 15th, 1834.”
" Mr. Eppes moved that the Seer etary of State be requested to furn-

o 'ish the committees of the Senate, the Journals and Acts of the two

last sessions of the Genaral Assembly, the Constitution of the State,
- and Thompson’s Digest ; and, that the Door-keeper be instructed to

obtain the same.

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Hawes introduced a bill to be

" entitled An Act to change the name of Abraham Dupont Zylstra;

‘Was read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second time

i _on Friday.

Mr. Duncan gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask
- leave to introduce a bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of the
~ Volunteer Company of Capt. Alexander Bell.

The following message was veceived from his Excellency the
Governor, and read :

'
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of this duty, I beg leave to invite your attention to the ac-.

companying

Exzcurive CrAMBER,
OFFICIAL REPORTS.

Tallahassee, November 22, 1858.
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate
and House of Representatives :

In welcoming you to the seat of government, it affords .
me great pleasure to congratulate you upon the favorable - ‘
circumstances under which you have assembled. s

Through a kind Providence, the general health of our
people has been preserved in an unusual degree, and the
husbandman rewarded with fair returns, Whilst some - .
sections-of our sister communities have been visited with = .
destructive floods and droughts, blighting the prospecﬁ of
the husbandman, and disease and death have stalkeda-:,
broad in their most unrelenting forms, our commonwealth:- -
has enjoyed a state of prosperity which should be satisfac- © 3
tory, and which calls upon us to be devoutly thankfal to'; - §
the Author of all Good for mercifully protecting us agamstn:i

. - The reports of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the
“Treasurer, the Register of Public Lands, the Attorney

- @eneral, and the Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of

. Internal Improvement, are respectively referred to fo1 all
; matters severally relating to their offices.

TAXATION.

On this subject, I beg leave to refer to the reports.of

‘October 31st, 1856, referred to the last General Assembly,
:and those referred herew1th It will be seen by the Treas-
urel’s report for the year ending October 31st, 1858, that
:"at that date there was a much larger balance than usual
in the Treasury, but the General Assembly will bear in
“mind that the forther disbursements of the present year,
; “and the sinking fund of five thousand dollars, as provided
 for the redemption of State Bonds, will pr obably consume
thls balanee.

... The ad valorem system of taxation adopted by this State

I pledge you, gentlemen, my cordial co-operatlon in allli-'_v
mattersrequiring onr mutual concurrence, notdonbting that«}
your action will be confined to legitimate subjects of le:;-
gislation, influenced by disinterested patriotism to promote‘
the interests of our beloved State.

The State has had cause of complaint, in times past,  : ¥
that the consideration of important measures was post- - §
poned until near the close of the session, and if acted upon
at all, they were characterized by the errors and defects in-
mdeut to hasty and inconsiderate legislation. It is there- .
fore hoped that a mere allusion to the subject W111 prevent -
similar occurrences in the future. o

The Constitution makes it incumbent upon the Execu—A-;_ . 1
tive to give the General Assembly information of the state .- - )}
of the government, and recommend to their consideration . §

“of every description should be taxed in proportion to the

The details of the law are no doubt imperfect, and could
' _.beamended with-advantage to the State and tax-payer.

Doubts exist as to the power of Tax-Assessors to correct
- or adjust returns made, however well assured they may be
that an under-valuation of property has been made. No
doubt should exist on that point. I believe that a proper

2

- guch measures as he may deem expedient. In discharge

! the Comptroller of Public Accounts for the year ending -

m 1855 i is, in my opinion, the correct principle. Property -

protectlon given. No one is taxed on that which he does .
.not own, and should be taxed on that which he does own. -

~ valuation is most generally placed upon property by the
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owners, (and they are certainly the best judges of its val.

ue,) and justice to them requires that provision should be
made to compel all who, from ignorance or otherwise, are
disposed to evade the law, to make a true return of their
property ¢ according to the value thereof.” It is equally
as important to Lnow that the revenue collected has been
properly expended as to know what amount has been col-
lected. The people never complain of taxes when con-.
vinced that they are necessary to the economical a.dmmls-
tration of government.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.

The General Assembly, in 1855, passed an act “To pro-
vide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal Im- . -

provement in this State,” and indicated in the fourth sec-’
tion of said act the objects to be aided under its p10v1s10ns
from the Trust Fund, and appointed the Governor, Comp-

troller, Treasurer, Attomey General and Register of State”

Lands the Tr ustees of said Fund.

The grant of five hundred thousand acres of land, made -
to this State by Congress in 1845 for internal improve- '«" .

ment purposes, and all the swamp lands' subject to over-
flow granted by Congress in 1850 to this State, together. -
with all the proceeds that have accrned, or may hereafter

accrue, to the State from the sale of sald lands, constitute .

the Internal Improvement Fund.

Nearly ten million of acres have been patented to the _' ..
.State under the act of 1850, and it is estimated that seve-
ral millions will yet acerne to the State in South or Penin- ,

sula Florida. As soon as that portion of the State is sur--
veyed, the other selections will be made and reported--

Compames have been organized, and have accepted the -

provisions of the act, on the various lines of road indicated

~ in the 4th section , and all are in course of construction ex- -
cept that portion of the line from Tallahassee to Pensa-.
\ _ .

S

“h

" ously to completion.

11

cola, the greater portion of which is under contract condi-
tionally, and that portion of the line from Amelia Island.
on the Atlantic to Tampa Bay in South Florida, with .an

-extension to Cedar Key in East Florida as lies between

the point of divergence with the extension and Tampa

" Bay. A company has beea organized to construct that .
portion of the line which lies between the point of diver- -

gence with the extension known as the Bellamy Station or

- Waldo and Tampa Bay, the Florida Railroad Company
,having failed to accept that portion of the line within the

time prescribed by the act, and an appliciation will be
made to the present (General Assembly for a charter to
build a road on said line.

- The Florida Railroad Company have completed the
grading on their road, which is one hundred and fifty-fonr

- .miles in length, with the exception of a small amount of
- trestle, which is in course of construction, and have laid
. the iron upon about seventy-five miles, upon which the

* cars are daily running.

‘The entire-grading on the Florida Atlantic and Gulf

* Central Road, a distance of sixty-two miles, is completed,
and about ﬁfteen miles of the iron laid and the work
steadily progressing.

The Tallahassee and St. Marks Road twenty-one miles

~ in length, is completed and in successfu] operation, and
- has declared a dividend, after having provided for the pay-

ment of the interest on their bonds.

The Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company have
laid the iron from Tallahassee to Station Three, a distance
of twenty-five miles, and the grading will be completed to

" Madison Court House by the 1st of January, 1859. From
Madison to Alligator, where it connects with the Florida-

" Atlantic and Gulf Central Road, is all under contract for
the grading, and the contractors are prosecuting it vigor-
The distance from Tallahassee to




" Madison Court House is fifiy-six miles, and from Madison - .

to Alligator fifty miles, making the entire length of this
end of the line 106 miles. -

The bridge across the Suwannee river is under contract .

and in course of construction.

Means have been organized to continue the road from

Tallahassee to Quincy, a distance of twenty-two miles from

Tallahassee. The grading, &c., from Apalachicola river.

to Pensacola is under contract conditionally, leaving only
a gap from Quincy to the Apalachicola river, a.bout
twenty miles, to be provided for.

The various lines of Road embrace a.bout seven hundred -

miles through the most fertile portions of the State, and.

when completed will, (with the water facilities,) afford eve:
ry facility for travel and a ready means-of transportfor =~
freight of every character, and form an era in the PlOSpel'} :

ity of our State of whieh the most sanguine have no con--

ception.
The Canal Commissioners have orgamzed and are makmg

preliminary arrangements for the construction of a Canal =
to connect the waters of the St. John’s with Indian river, =

This is perhaps one of the most important enterprises con-

templated by the Internal Improvement system.- The Ca-
nal, it is thought, will drain large bodies of valuable land;

and render available some of the very best sugar lands in .
the State. Valuable timber and the tropical fruits will -
also form important items of export. It is estimated that
Peninsula Florida is capable of supplying abundantly the -

demand of the United States for tropical fruits.

In inangurating a system of Internal Improvement on -
so large a scale, perfection in all its parts could haldlyv

have been expected.
The principle upon which it was organized is perhaps

anobjectionable, and whilst good faith requires that no act - -
which would manifestly impair the efficiency of the Fund

i3

. should be tolerated, it is' nevertheless the part of wisdom
- for the legislature to correct such errors of detail as have

been developed by the practical workings of the system, and

. clearly to define the powers and duties'of the Trastees
", -where doubts have arisen. 7

‘.. There exists a difference of opinion as to the powers con-
" fided to, and duties required of, the Trustees of the Inter-
" pal Improvement Fund ¢ in order to assure a proper ap-

plication of the Trust Fund,” and to this subject I invite

- the consideration of the Legislature. We have but fairly
made a beginning to carry out the grand scheme of Inter--

nal Improvements contemplated and authorized by the act

" 4o provide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal
.. Improvement in this State,” and it is highly proper that
‘. the rights and duties of all parties operating under it
‘ghould be clearly defined and well understood. Itwill not
be denied that all the lines of Road within the State, which
- are in course of construction, are dependent upon the Bonds
/7 upon which the interest is gnaranteed by the Trust Fund
“:for their farther progress.

It is made the daty of the Trustees to pay the interest

" on the bonds during the construction of the Koads indica-.

ted in the 4th section of the act, should the companies .fail

j: ,‘ to pay the same, and after thelr completion should the nett
“. earnings of the roads prove insufficient. The 18th section
* provides, ¢ That if, on completion of any of the Rail Roads

indicated in section 4, the nett earnings should be less than

" gix per cent. on the ca.pital stock paid in, and bonded debt

of said company, first deducting one per cent. per annum

" paid in to the sinking fund, it shall be divided pro rata be-
‘tween the stock account paid in and bonded debt, and the

Internal Improvement Fund shall pay the deficiency due

- on account of interest from tlme to time as it may fall

due no
Al the lines of Road indicated in the 4th section have

e




filed with the Trustees  notices of acceptance of the pro-

14 15

“eeeds. The"paramount object of this trust is to  assure

visions of the act,” upon the doing of which the Trust Fund the proper application of the Fund” to the uses and purpo-

is bound to guarantee the interest on the bonds of th? sev- E A -ses set_forth and expressed in the act.  In order to enable
eral companies at the rate of ten thousan.d dollarfs per mile, .}, .. the Trustees to execute and earry the Trusts herein reposed.
upon being satisfied that the party making application has . = § = ;, them, certain powers are expressly confided by the pro-
complied with the requirements of the act. It is considered

: R visions of the act, and while these expressed provisions
by some, that the only duty imposed apon the Trustees is . " gerve to provide for the protection of the Fund against the
to certify the interest upon the bonds of the several compa-

L - failure of the several Railroad Companies to refund to the
nies as presented and when presented, upon the filing of

- . : o o " Trustees the amount of interest paid by them out of the
the certificate and affidavits required by the provisionsof £ - ‘pynq upon the Bonds of the several Companies, after the
the act; that they are not aunthorized or empowered to en- '

completion of their roads, provided the nett earnings of the
quire whether or not the proposed location of any Road is )

. * Road are sufficient after their completion ; yet there are
a good one, in reference to the wants of the people and the - no expressed powers given which adequately protect the
safety of the Trust Fund, (which forms the basis of the

. . * fund against frands, misrepresentation, false certificates
whole superstructure,) or if the Roads are being construc- _and the like. Itis a question, therefore, whether or not, the
fed in accordance with the specifications of the Act, and '

Trustees may for these, or any other purposes, exercise
. . o : .
have “ sufficient outlet to the ocean for sea steamers at their. : discretionary powers, or powers not expressly set forth in
terminii,” as required by some of their charters ; or, in any. '

; . ; . ' U thoamet. I tf]ink they may, and ought to exercise such
wise to supervise jch'e action of the companies which have.; e ‘powers whenever in their judgment the protection of the
accepted the provisions of the Act.

_ . fund against fraud of any character demands it. This is a
If this is the proper interpretation of the law ; if the State . _ - question of great importance and demands the serious con-
has set apart ten-or twelve million acres of land to aidin.

sideration of the General Assembly, and will I trust find
the construction of certain lines of Road upon conditions - .

4 such solution as may best subserve the objects of the Trust
which are rapidly absorbing and will probably absorb the . ** f - and the speedy consummation of the system it is intended
whole fund, and the Trustees are powerless, save to execute

" -topromote. ‘
the bonds when presented and as presented, the sooner the Tam clearly of opinion that the Trust Fund should be
error is corrected the better, or otherwise abolish the Board °

S ,‘ "52 represented by at least one Director in every company, as
of Trustees, and at least save the seventeen hundred dollars.  § soon a8 notice is given by said company of its acceptance

which are annuallly being paid 1.30 some of its membérs_in :A ¥ of the provisions of the act. As soon as the notice of ac-
the shape of salarler-s. I entertain very dlﬂ'er?nt views Of-'. o coptance is filed with the Trustees, the fund is pledged for
the powers and duties of the Trl%stee.s, and will act upon . _the interest upon the ten thousand dollars per mile, and
?h%m lfhthe absgnce o.f fur;he;; leglslaﬁl'on upon.the SUb']e(ft-' ~ " ghould be represented by a Director, whose duty it should

g1 seoon section of the act this fund s vesied in - be to examine all contracts relating to the construction of
the Trustees, Wlth. express power to sell and convey thel ~ §  the road, the manner of construction,and exercise a gone-
lands, and to receive, invest, manage and control the pro- - '§ - ral supervision, “in order to assure a proper application
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of the fund,” and report to the Trustees all fa.lhues to coi-
the act. This could not be ob_]ected to by any company

disposed to deal fairly, and no company should be allowed
to deal otherwise.  The Director should be subject to re-

its next session. True, the 14th section of the act pro-
vides, “ That for all payments made by the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund on account of interest for any

ghall entitle the Internal Improvement Fund to all the
rights, privileges and advantages of private stockholders,”

the contracts at a high figure and construct a portion of it,

Directors. Take, for example, the Florida Railroad Com-

the issuing of ¢ one hundred thousand dollars for the struc-

struct the road in strict conformity to the specifications of

moval by the Trustees during the adjournment of the .
Legislature, and the Trustees should have the power fo fill
said vacancy, subject to the approval of the Legislature at .

railroad company, agreeably to the provisions of this aet, -
said Trustees shall demand and receive from said railroad -
company equal amounts of the capital stock, which stock

which means, that the Trust Fund can never be repre- .-
sented until the Trustees shall have purchased a sufficient ..,

amount of stock, by the payment of interest on the bonds
of the company, to elect one of their number a Director. -
Before which, however, a few individuals make a bogus .

subscription f01 a large sum, organize a company, locate. . 3
the road unwisely, may be, not to say improperly, let out : = ¥

perhaps, very imperfectly. All this is or may be done be- ¥
fore the Trust Fund can be represented in the Board of = §

pany. A few individuals subscribe a million of dollais of -
! capital stock, organize a company, locate the road and let_

B out the contracts. The 81st section of the act authonzes ‘
:

ture necessary to cross from the West side of Nassau -
river to Amelia Island: Provided, That said bonds shall -
not issue except in payment for work done, and then only

as the work progresses, upon the certificate of the State

17

: Engineer that such work has been done, and that the

amount of bonds issued is required therefor.” The com-
.the State Engineer, and drew the bonds. In this connec-
" gence and strict mteguty, who had been ordered by the

stmctlon and condition of the Florida Railroad, remarks

_' in hig report to the Trustees, ‘that, as the road does not .
- cross Nassau river, I do not know on how much of the
- road the company nused the one hundred thousand dollars

- of bonds, but am confident, that, at the price paid for that
«»kmd of W01k all the brldges and trestle work on the first

ﬁfty miles of the road could have been built for fifty thou-
-sand dollars.”

#_ He further says: « The trestle across Amelia marsh is a

é_'-very simple and cheap structure, and has not the strength

+ which it should have, it being a bent of two piles every

" ten feet, sawed off level on top, with a cap-sill pinned on
““their top and two stringers pinned to those caps immedi-

ately over the piles, and in the whole one and a quarter -
.mile of trestle there is not, that I could find, a mortice or.

;. tenon joint, or a brace of any kind, and on that trestle is a
three degree curve.”

The seventh section provides—¢ That after any Rail-road

.- company shall have graded twenty miles of road-bed con-

tmuously, and furnished the cross-ties agreeably to the spe-

- cifications of this act, and shall give notice to the State

*- Engineer, it shall be hlS duty to examine personally said

" section of twenty miles, and if, after full examination, he =

shall approve the construction of said twenty miles, then

- it shall be his duty to certify the same to the Trustees of

“the Internal Improvement Fund; and on the completion
"of the grading and farnishing of the cross-ties of each ad-
~ditional ten miles continnously, the State- Engineer shall

also examine the same, and if constructed in accordance
: 3

- pany made the certificates required by the law through

O W e, e Q,.ntzg;@%

- tion, Mr. John Bradford, an Engineer of character, intelli-

- Trustees to examine and report upon the manner of con-

)
J



with the provisions of this act, shall certify the same to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund.” i

On the 18th day of August, 1857, the Engineer selected

_ to examine the Florida Railroad certified that the compa- -
ny was in condition to receive bonds on thirty additional - -
miles, having previously drawn for fifty milés, making -

eighty miles in-all, and that the road was constructed in

accordance with the specifications of the act-as to grade, -

clearing, ditches, &c., and that the cross ties were deliver-

ed along the line of the road, of good heart timber, at the :

rate of one for every two and a half feet. The President

and four of the Directors made oath that the iron to lay -
the last section of thirty miles, for which bonds were ap-
plied for, was within the limits of the State, paid for and
to be paid for with the proceeds of the bonds, and the Pre-..
sident executed a bond with security, conditioned that the - - -
iron should be laid upon the last section of thirty miles "
upon which bonds had been guaranteed. Therenpon the . -.
Trustees certified and delivered unto the Florida Railroad -~
Company bonds to the amount of two hundred and forty -
thousand dollars. It was suggested to the Board of Trus-
tees, some time after the bonds' had been delivered to the - *.
Florida Railroad Company, that application for bonds had -
been made by the Company in advance of its legal right; -

that a large amount of work had been done between the
fifty and eighty mile points subsequent to the date of the
certificate of the Engineer, and that it was not completed

until the latter part of November or the first of December,

1857, (from three to four months :) whereupon the Board

of Trustees, by a resolution, instructed the Secretary of thé ]
" Board to notify the Engineer who gave the certificate that,
the facts were not in accordance with his certificate, and ..
that an explanation was desired. This information was
lodged with the Truestees on the 12th of February, 1858,
and is in the possession of the President of the Board." 1

regret to say that no explanation has ever been offered.

The second clause of the  Act incorporating a company

19

~ to construct a railroad across the Peninsula of Florida, un-
<-der the name and style of the Florida Railroad Company,”

" is as follows:

“Src. 2. Be it further ehac[ed,.That the said Railroad -

" shall commence in East Florida upon some tributary of.the

- .Athntic Ocean, within the limits of the State of Florida,
‘having a sufficient outlet to the ocean to admit of the pas-

" sage of sea steamers, and shall run thirough the eastern and

southern part of the State in the most eligible direction to
some point, bay, arm or tributary of the Gulf of Mexi¢o in

- South Florida, south of the Suwannee River, having a suffi-

~ cient outlet for sea steamers, to be determined by a compe-
- tent engineer with the approval of a majority of the Direc-
+" tors of said Company.”

- This Act was passed in 1853, and the Road was to have

~ been built, if built at all, by private subscription ; yet the

' Legislature thought it important that there should be a
“ “sufficient outlet to the ocean for sea steamers” as shown

" by the above clatse.

by the charter. I will pass over the objection which is

. urged by many, that the road as located “does not run

through the eastern and southern portion of the State, in

" the most eligible direction,” and come directly to the im-

-portant question, what constitutes.a sufficient outlet to the
ocean for sea steamers, and does Cedar Key possess such

' “outlet ? 1t is due to the Florida Railroad Company and to
. :-the Trust Fund that this question should be solved. If Ce-
- .dar Key does possess a sufficient outlet to the ocean for sea

steamers, the Ilorida Railroad Company should have the

* 'full benefit of it, and if it does not, the question would arise

‘ * have the terms of the charter been complied with, and if not,

In 1855 the Trust Fund was created
" toaid in the construction of several lines of Road, the Flor-

 ida Railroad amongthe number, upon conditions which
- gave the State or Trust Fund a direct interest as Stock-
" holder, which should male it of greater ¢mportance that the

. terminii of the road should be at points where there is a

- “gufficient outlet to the ocean for sea steamers,” as required
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is it proper that the Trustees should continue to guarantee

the interest on the bonds of the Florida Railroad Company? -
These questions are not propounded in a captious spirit,’

but with a view to relieve some of the Trustees of the doubts " '

which have been engendered by the many statements from
apparently reliable sources as to the unfitness of the harbor -
of Cedar Key for commercial purposes, on a sufficient scale
to warrant the investment of the Trust Fund in the capltal
stock of said company. -

I am not skilled in such things, and do not profess to know

what would be considered a sufficient outlet to the ocean
for sea steamers, but do know, that experienced navigators-
consider vessels drawing less than ten feet water unsafe - .:
A vessel drawing ten feet water, would perhaps”

sea-boats.
require 12} feet water on the bar “to admit of ready in-
gress and egress ;”’
Cedar Key that water on the bar?

Lieut. Berryman’s report in 1855, gives ten feet on the:-"'--;_
bar at ordinary low water, with a mean rise and fall of 2}".
feet. Admitting the correctness of the report of Lieut. Berry
man at the time it was made, it is contended that that depth

of water cannot now be found.
Whether the réport of Lieut. Berryman was mcorrect or*
whether the channel has shifted or partially filled up from

some cause, as is frequently the case, is not undertaken to -~
be demonstrated, but the facts incline to the opinion that not
above 8} feet water can now be had at médium low water, |
~ with a mean rise and fall of about two feet.

CHARTERS, S s

" The Legislature of Florida in 1852, following the example
of several of the older States, enacted what is usuallyknown *

as a general or Free Banking Law. By thatlaw the Comp- |
troller of Public Accounts is required, on receiving a trans- - .’

and the question is again presented LERR

)

fer of a portion of the public stocks of the several States '

(including Florida,) or of the United States, from any person - -

21

or association of persons desirous of engaging in the busi-

.- .ness of Banking, to furnish such person or association of
° persons circulating notes in the similitude of Bank notes of
. the denomination of fives, tens, twenties, fifties and hun-
-dreds, equal in amount to the stock transferred to him. The
" stocks thus deposited are to constitute in the hands of the
* Comptroller a Trust fund for the redemption of the bills in _
. circulation, in the event of the suspension or failure of any

.Bank organized in accordance with the provisions of the
~"Act. And the law as originally passed contemplated no
- security to which the bill holder could look, but these de-
- posited stocks.

" The theory was, that in the case of a refusal or inability
_of the Bank to redeem its bills, the Comptroller could, by
" sale of the deposited stocks in his hands, raise a fund suffi-

- cientto redeem them, while, if properly managed, remunera-
"+, tive profits would be secured to the stockholders in the Bank, -
“from the double source of its legitimate Banking operations,

and the receipt of theinterest as it accrued on the deposited
"“stocks. This theory has been demonstrated in those States
. wherethe system hasbeen tried, with amimportant limitation,
however, that the very state of things (a financial crisis for

-"example) most likely to cause a suspension of the banks de-
~presses the value of the securities provided for the redemp-
_ tion of the bills, so that the bill holder is still exposed to
.-some logs, though not equal to that usually suffered on fail-
“ure of the Banks working under the old system, as it has
prevailed throughout the United States.

- of the Legislature, by an amendment of the above named
.act, ventured on the hazardous experiment of giving to .
-county, city, town and certain Railroad Bonds the same
: bankable quality as that possessed under the original act by

The last session

‘United States and State stocks. To strengthen, however,
‘these securities, (of whatever class,) a section was added pro-

*-viding that “the private property of the stockholders in any
. sueh banking association, shall be liable to the full amount

Toypre "Wvﬁ’“ ‘qj‘%“\:—:"‘
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of all the liabilities of the said Bank of any nature and de- -

scription pro rata, according to the amount of stock owned

by each stockholder.” This clause would doubtless estab- .
lish public confidence but for the danger that on the an- . % .

nouncement of a Bank failure, it would be found that all

the solvent and reliable stockholders had disposed of their = °

stock to men of straw. Foreseeing a failure, on its eve, the

great body of original stockholders might, to escape liability, .

even give a consideration to persons wholly irresponsible
to accept their stock. This section should therefore be

amended so as to fix liability, not only on all stockholders ,4

who are such at the time of a Bank failure or suspension
but upon all who had been stockholders within twelve
months next preceding such failure or suspension. With

this amendment embodied in a section properly worded,
there will perhaps be little to object to the General ‘Bauking
- Law of the State. The deposited stocks (which the Comp- .
troller is bound under a severe penalty never to receive at -
a higher price than their market value) and the private

property of the stockholders in the Bank being both liable -
for the redemption of the bills, it is not probable that the bill -
holder will ever suffer loss from a bank suspension, and - -
what is better, it is by no means probable that a Bank will
ever suspend, for the reason that with such responsibilities
heanging over them, it is not likely that its stockholders will

ever find it to their interest to suspend.
How far corporate powers may in safety be granted is .

problematical. Corporate powers and privileges are some- -
times essential to the successful prosecution.of enterprizes, - 3
both of a public and private nature, and when feasible and - -
founded on public utility, should be granted as necessar)'r -

evils. The tendency of all corporate powers is to centralize

and concentrate power and influence, as do all monopolies,
and grind out tribute from the hard earnings of the people = ¥
for the benefit of a privileged few, which is at war with the ~. !
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spirit and genius of our govermment and people, although
. extensively practiced. .
 Some of the corporators have become so bold as to com-
pare the corporate influence in this State to the ©car of
.= Juggernaut,” and an attempt has been made to cover over '
the abuse of corporate privileges with the broad elastic
- folds of a political mantle. The growing power of corporate . ‘
: _influence in this State is a subject for serious consideration ;
and should be well looked to by the people, unless they are g
.. content to bow the willing neck to the yoke of unscrupulous
.. monopolists. :
S : LUNATIC ASYLUM.

It is the duty of every community to make provision for -
- the support, comfort and protection of that class of its pop-
alation who, by affliction, are rendered incapable to pro-
" vide for themselves. _ » .
Our sister States have gone forward in this work of hu-
Umanity in a manner highly commendable to them, and
. have provided for the care, maintenance and treatn?ent of
. their lunatics and insane persons in a manner suited to
{heir unfortnnate condition, and that is worthy of emula-
" tion by us. It is needless that I ghould offer argunment to
- show that a Lunatic Asylum is mueh needed in our State ;
- the number of our people now in Asylums of other States
- fully demonstrates this fact. -
~ © The General Assembly, at its late session, took a step in
this direction, but I think stopped short of what might
. have been done, cven then. An act approved December
" 97th, 1856, provides that lunatics and insane persons shall,
by order of a Judge of any of our Circuit Courts, be sent to
- “and placed in Asylums of other States, and that the State
o Florida shall pay for the waiutenance of such as are des~-
- ‘titute of the pecuniary ability to maintain theraselves ; but
. this is not her only expense. She wusb also pay the cost
' of transportation to and from suck Asylums. The atien-




. due to the State and to humanity that some more perma- -
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tion of the General Assembly, it appears, wad called to
this subject at an earlier date than that mentioned above,
and by an act approved January 8th, 1853, directed that-
William Crawford, then a prisoner in the common jail of
Hernando County, but who had been adjudged a lunatic -
by the Circuit Court for that County, be removed from ~'.
said jail and placed in an Asylum of some neighboring - :
State. By direction of said act, the Judge of Probate of.
said County appointed a guardian for said Crawford, upon
whom devolved the duty of carrying out the provisions of
said act, and the guardian removed the said lunatic from . -
prison and placed him in the Lunatic Asylum of South: .
Carolina. But in order to secure the admission of saidlu- =~
hatic, the gnardian was required to enter into personal -
bond, with resident security, for his maintenance in the -
Asylum, at the frate of two hundred and fifty dollars per -
annum. The estate of Crawford has long since been ex-:
hausted, and his guardian is liable to pay the entire ex-
pense from his private funds. A considerable amount has”
been advanced by the guardian, and there remains at this "
time several hundred dollars due and unpaid. :
I am advised that there are at the present time several -
insane persons in the State, who will probably be sent off |
to asylums in other States as soon as the requisite judicial ¥
proceedings are had. Some of these persons have estates . - §
adequate to the expenses of their maintenance, but others -
are destitute and must be chargeable to the State. Itis -

- the initiatory steps be at once taken, by the passage of an
* get providing for the erection of a building which may
. form the nucleus of a well appointed asylum, adequate to
the wants and comfort of this class of the afflicted of our
- own State; that it be provided in such act that such luna-
tics or insane persons as have estates adequate to their
' maintenance be charged therewith at such rate as the
General Assembly may think just and right, and that the

destitute. And I also recommend that provision be made
‘by law for the relief of William Crawford, whose estate
has been exhausted and whose expenses in the asylum of
. Sonth Carolina are charged to his gnardian; and that the
" amount paid by his guardian out of his private funds be
refunded to him out of the State Treasury.

EDUCATION.

" Tor a definite statement of the condition of our School
"7 and Seminary Funds, I invite your attention to the report
of the Hon. D. 8. Walker, ex-officio Superintendent of
. Public Instruction. It will be seen from his report that
' .the_amount subject to distribution only gives about 20
" cents to each child entitled to the benefits of the fund.
- 'This amount cannot be so employed as to accomplish the
- great end desired by the founders of our system, and yet
" 1am not prepared to suggest any changes. :
" . Tt is believed that the system is a good one, and that,
- with sufficient funds to carry it out, the most successful
- results might be obtained. I therefore invite the atten-
- tion of the Legislature to the subject, and earnestly hope
- that some proper measure may be adopted by which the
" School Fund may be increased and the great end of educa-
-~ ting the youth of our State be attained.

4 F]

nent provision should be made for this unfortunate class -
of persons, and to this end I have consulted some expe-
rienced mechanics, and have been advised that a building -
of suitable dimensions for the accommocation of 35 or 40 -
subjects may be erected and completed in the most desira--
ble manner for about ($20,000) twenty thousand dollars;
and that it may be so constructed as to admit of enlarge--.
ment by the erection of other buildings as may be neces-

© sary or desired. I therefore earnestly recommend that -

State be charged with the maintenance of such only asare .
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AGRICULTURI.

1t is to be regretted that so little has been done by the -
State to encourage her agricultural interests. No occupa-.

tion is more useful or honorable, and although almost every
other class is in somewise dependent upon agriculture, its
importance has been overlooked. The farmers of onr coun-
try bear the chief burdens of government, and have a right

to demand some of its special benefits. I would recommend .
the appointment of a competent Geologist and Chemist to

make a geological survey of the State and a chemical analy-
sis of the soils, the nature of the soils, the best means for -
their 1mplovement and a general acquamtance with the -
philosophy of agriculture.

Nature has indeed been most bounteous in the bestowal

of her gifts upon us, and we should not bury the talent butJ

improve it by every means in our power. We have a fer-
tile soil and genial climate, producing in. great abundance
the most valuable agricultural staples in the world. Let .
us move in the matter, and should we fail to accomplish “:
all we desire, we will at least accomplish something.

MILITIA.

With the exception perhaps of one or two volunteer com- B
panies, there is no organized militia in this State. There =
are no “official returns” to the Adjutant General, and in the -~

event of a call being made in a sudden energency upon the

militia to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, and enforce

the execution of the laws, the State would be literally with?
out men and without arms. I will take the earliest occa-
sion to get the quota of arms to which the State is entitled -

from the General Government, and have them deposited in *
the armory. Whatever objections may have been urged i m
times past to a strict military organization in this State, in

consequnece of the sparseness of the population, &c., they

fail in my judgment to apply at present. Our country has - :

9%

doubled its population within a few y'enrs,‘ and large disiricts
of country which were recently the favored haunts of the In-

. dians,are now the abodes of industry, wealth, and intelli-
- .-gence. And besidesthe late elections in the non-slaveholding

States forbode no good to us of the South. However unpleas-
ant it may be to contemplate the picture, or however much
we may be disinclined to give serious reflection to the largely
increasing strength and influence of the abolition element
which now darlkens the political horizon, he would be a

- false sentinel, who, under the present aspect of affairs,
would cry peace. I would respectfully recommend a thor-
. ough organization of the Militia of this State.

LANDS GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES.

"Having noticed a paragraph going the rounds of the

" newspapers, to the effect that certified lists had been issued
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, for the
“lands lying along the line of the Florida, Atlantic & Gulf
. Railroad, being a portion of the land enuring to this State,
" conditionally under the Act of Congress of May 17th, 1856,
.Taddressed aletter to the head of that Department in which
- I contended that the grant of lands by the United States to
- this State, to aid in the construction of certain railroads,
_ was an entirety, “ subject to the disposal of the Legislature.
" thereof, for the purpose aforesaid,” and that his department

could not recognise third parties to whom no assignment

.. had been made by the State.

By an act of the Legislature dated December 27th, 1856,
the State of Florida accepted the lands granted to her upon

. the terms, conditions and restrictions imposed in the Con-
gressional act of May 17th, 1856, and by the second section
- of said act disposed of that portion of it to which the Ala-
ii’bama. and Florida Railroad Company are entitled and have
_.received. The Legislature has as yet made no further dis-
" position of the lands enuring to the State under the act of
‘Congress, May 17th, 1856. I have requested the Commis-




.- cution, attachment, or other legal process, in favor of any
~ citizen or person residing in this State capable of holding
“slaves, who may be the owner, or who may hereafter be-
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. slavery been made to abide the tests of morality laid down
in the precepts of the Bible, and until driven to the investi-
~ gation, southern men were not disposed to go into it. But
. after having been viclently assailed, and their motives, piety
“and patriotism ruthlessly dencunced, some of the great minds
of the south boldly took up the subject, and in a masterly
yet truthful manner demonstrated from the sacred writings,
that slavery, as it exists inthe southern States, is morally
right, and ought to be perpetuated. The spirit of investiga-
* tion thus awakened resulted in a radical revolution of sen-
_timent in the southern mind upon the morality of the insti-
- tution, and thousands became its zealous advocates who had
"4 previously entertained serious conscientious scruples which
“rendered them lukewarm towards the institution, if not neg

_ atively opposed to it. This spirit of investigation ought to
" be encouraged, and I think that the passage of a law secur-
- ing every person in the possession of at least one slave free
v from molestation would tend materially to that end. It
" would inspire every man with an ambition to own at least
one slave, and I am clearly of opinion that the result of such
alaw would be to make hundreds of our citizens actual
slave owners who, withont some such encourageraent, would
probably never own a sinve. 1 canunct too strciyly com-
mend your attention io this important subject.

sioner of the General Land Office to ad just the grant to the
State, and that lists be made out in the name of the State
and forwarded to me that I may lay the matter before the
Legislature for disposition as provided for in the 3d section
of the act of Congress of May 17th, 1856, making the grant,
As soon as the lists are received, I will communicate the fact
to the Legislature, and hope that such action will be had
as to insure an equitable distribution of the lands among
the several lines of road that are entitled to its benefit..

EXEMPTIONS.

The question of exempting one or more slaves from exe-

come the owner of a slave or slaves, was made before the .
late General Assembly and a bill introduced for that purpose. - - |
It was not expected that the General Assembly would at -
once give its approval of a measure of such importance and -
involving so many doubts as to its propriety and justice, -
Much thought, however, has since then been bestowed upon- ;
that question by many of our intelligent and experienced * :
citizens, and I think that an unqualified decision has been - -
had in favor of such a law. The principal objection urged = |
against such a measure is, that it will operate to defraud
creditors ; but this objection is answered by providing for
the prospective operation of the law, so that it may exempt
slaves against levy and sale for debts contracted after its
passage only,leaving them liable to levy and sale, as the law-
now stands, for all debts contracted before the passage of’
the act. Ithink the time has arrived when our people
should be a unit in sentiment touching the institution of sla-
very, not only as to its expediency, but as to its morality, :
and whatever may facilitate the attainment of this end, I
think ought to be encouraged by the Legislature. Not until .
within the last quarter of a century had the institution of -

STATE DEDT.

" the State to the School and Seminary Funds, was made on
.. the 1st of January, 1857, by the State’s paying that debt,
. principal and interest, in bonds authorized to be issued to
- . provide for the same. A settlement of the debt due by
. _the State to theJnternal Improvement ¥und was also made
in the same manner. . '

"There has heen received into the Treasury, as shown by

‘

‘By reference to the report of the Comptroiler of Pablic -
Accounts, it will be seen that a settloment of debt due by
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. debt due by the General Government.
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the Treasurer’s report, on account of Indian Hostilities of ' plis-h the desired Obje(:t,.and Ieets with. my cordial appio-
1849; the sum of §64,084.06, an amount sufficient to liqni- - bation. It affords me, in this connection, great pleasure
date the principal of the scrip issued under the act of Jan- - ~tostate, that both Gov. Johnson and Gov. Brown have
nary 7th, 1853. Also the sum of $50,250 from the sale of * evinced throughout the whole correspondence a most
State bonds, which sum was disbursed in payment of for-- _ praiseworthy readiness to adjust f-hls .vexed quest.lon of
age and subsistence accounts contracted on account of the " boundary bfatween -the States Of_' Georgia and Florida on
]ate Indian disturbances. : terms of strict equity. The basis of settlement, as agreed

The present debt of the State, (exclusive of the amount . - upon by the Governors of Georgia and Florida, subject to’

due for the suppression of Indian Hostilities of 1855—6,)  their respective Legislatures, was: “To adopt the term%
may be summed up as follows, to-wit : . nal points of the present recognized line as the true termi-

Bonds outstanding of the St‘tte of Florida,....... $143,000 . . nal points of the boundary line, to be resurveyed, corrected
Interest on State seriP,...v.vveeresvearnnnn.. . 15,000 ~and marked: Provided, it is shown by either party that
Balance due on account of Indian Hostilities of ’ the present line is incorrect, subject to the ratification of
' 1856, estimated at. ... . ... ... ... it r. 2925, 000- . the respective Legislatures of Georgia and Florida.”

 The Legislature of Georgia ratified the action of Gov.
‘Johnson, late Executive of that State, in relation to the
‘boundary line between the BStates of Georgia and the
State of Florida by the adoption of the following resolu-
_tions, on the 29th day of December, 1857:

Of this sum, $148,000 is bearing interest at the rate of7
~per centum per annum, and only about $64,000 isthe ul-*
timate debt of the State—the balance being a dona ﬁole

BOUNDARY LINE.

:COPY OF THE GEORGIA RESOLUTIONS IN REGARD TO TﬁE BOUN-
’ DARY CAUSE

- WezREAS, in the matter of controversy now pending in the Supreme Court
of the United States between the State of Florida and the State of Georgia -
'touchmg the boundary line of the two Stetes, we deem it of much impor-
“tance that this protracted and expensive litigation should cease; and whereas,
‘with & view to the settlement of the question, a negotiation has been pro-
‘gressing between the late Executives of the aforesaid States, the result of
fwhich was an agreement “to adopt the terminal points of the present recog-
nized line a5 the true terminal points of the boundary line, to be resurveyed,
corrected and marked: Provided it is shown by cither party that the present-
line is incorreet;” the agreement aforesaid being made subject to the ratifica-
~tions of the Leglblatures of the two States—

I am pleased to make known to you, that a basis has -
been agreed upon by the Governors of Georgia and Flor-
ida (subject to the ratification of the Legislatures of their
respective States) for the final settlement of the boundary -~
line between the States of Georgia and Florida. This sub-.-
ject of bonndary engaged the aftention of the United =
States when Flovida was a Spanish provinee, and has ever>
been a fruitful source of disputation between the States of
Georgia and Florida until the present period. Sevelal
efforts to sdjust the bovndary line having proved unsuc-,a E
cessful, the State of Ilorida at lrngLL ingtituted suit in the
Supreme Court of the United States against the State ofn,"
Georgia, which suit was suspended with the view, if pos-: -
“sible, to effect an amicable adjustment wpon terms ahke e

. equitable and honorable to both parties. The basis of set- -
tlement, as agreed npon, will, in my opinion, fully accom- -

" lst. Resolved by the Senate and House of Repr esentatives of the State of
Georgia in General Assembly met, That we do hereby ratify the action of the
late Executive of this State in accepting the proposition of the Governor of
" Florida to adopt the torminal peints of the present recognized line as the true
terminal points of the boundary line, and will regard, adopt and act upon the
present line as run and recognizéd between those points as the settled boun-
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dary of the two States, or will so recognize and adopt any other line be: :
tween those points which may be ascertained and established on a re-survey -
and re-marking of the boundary, provided said boundary correction is made

Dy virtue of Iaw and by the joint action of the States aforesaid.
2d. Be it further resolved, That, should it be deerned essential or imnportant

by either State to have tiie boundary line between the terminal points of the ~

present recognized boundary resurveyed and re-marked, the Governor of

this State is hereby authorized to appoint a competent surveyor, to join any

guch surveyor on the part of Florida, to run out snd mark distinetly
such a line from one to the other terminal point herein indicated, to be

known as the line and settled boundary between the two States, the surveyor -
on the part of Georgia to be paid sueh compensation as may be détermined -

on by the present or any future Legislature.

3d. And be it further vesolved, That the Governor of this State shall, so-
soon as the same shall have passed Loth branches of the present General

Assembly, transmit a certified eopy to the Governor of Florida.
I would respectfully recommend, that the General As-

sembly concur in the settlement of the boundary line on

the basis as agreed upon by the Governors of Georgia and.
Florida and ratified by the ILegislature of Georgia; and’
that suitable provisions be made to have the boundaly

line re-surveyed, corrected and marked by a joint com- £

mission of the States of Georgia and Florida.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
‘When I entered upon the duties of my office, I found

that the State had in the field in the United States service;". 4

a Regiment, under the command of Col. Rogers, and ten
independent Companies. The Secretary of War author-
ized Col. Loomis “to make a requisition upon the Gover-
nor of Florida for such troops as he might deem proper to
supply the vacancies of those whose terms of service were,
about expumg, provided that the force then employed
shounld not be increased.”

The companies having been mustered in irregularly,
(that is as soon as organized,) their terms of service would
of course expire rvegularly. In conformity to the order
of the Seeretary of Way, Col. Loomis, the Commandant of
the Florida Departiment, made requisitions wupon me from-
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.’ time to time for companies to supply vacancies, which I

promptly furnished, but objected to the course as unfair.—

I contended that we were willing to furnish the men and
"~ do the fighting upon fair and honorable terms. That if ten
. companies were needed-we should organize and present a
"'Regiment ; if five, a Battalion, that the path of ambition
" and distinction should be open to our officers and soldiers.

Col. Loomis, like a gallant soldier, acknowledged the

}.’_ justice of the demand by making a requisition upon me

for a Battalion of five companies. Iimmediately set about

- - to organize the Battalion, and had proceeded so-far as fo
=i iggue an order to the Captains composing the Battalion fo
~ rendezvous at Oecala on a certain day, when I was advised
by Col. Loomis “not to raise the Battalion, or to disband
it ifraised,” as he would not need any more troops than
i were then in the field. This movement was induced by
.+ the announcement that Col. Rector, Indian Agent would’
. attempt the peaceable removal of the Indians, aided by a
- large delegation of the Seminole Indians who had previ-
- ously emigrated West. Upon the arrival of Col. Rector,

hostilities were suspended. The hostile Indians demanded

", that the troops should be removed from their midst or that
- they would not attempt to negotiate. This point was con-

~ceded and the troops removed accordingly.
Col. Rector succeeded in indueing the chief, Billy Bow-

legs, and about one hundred and sixty Indians, the greater

. part of his tribe, including thirty-eight warriors, to emi-

grate to the West ; leaving Sam Jones and his tribe, part
- of Billy’s tribe, aud the Tallahassees, numbering, according

" to the best information, forty warriors, or more than half
of the acknowledged Indian force, and they the most des-

- "perate spirits of the band. Hereupon Col. Loomis issned
. his proclamation declaring the war closed, and wrote thank-
" ing me for the service which I had rendered him-in bring-
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- expressed in a letter to Col. Loomis in reply to his enclo-:

they the most determined, have refused to emigrate.

34
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ing about s0 desirable a rcsult. The opinion that I then G
entertained of that ¢ termination of the Seminole war,”? ag -

sing his proclamation, has undergone no change, and I in-

: .- diplomacy. The Indians commenced open hostilities in
gert it as expressive of my present views on that subject : :

< much valuable life and many millions of money to the
- ‘treasury. During this seven year’s war, every great cap-
- tain of the age, (at different intervals,) backed by the flow-
. er of -the regnlar army, with large and frequent drafts of
- gallant volunteers, (the best soldiery in the world,) attemp-

Execurive DeparTMENT, May 24th, 1858,

Sir—Your communication enclosing your proclamation of the - .
8th inst., declaring the Florida War closed, is received. Whilst [ * :
congratulato you en the partial success which has crowned your ef-
forts to remove the Indians from this State, I regret that { am com.
pelled to differ with you as to the policy of disbanding the troops
and declaring the war closed, when it is known that one half, and .
- the efforts resulted in a drawn battle, or suspension of hos-
- tilties, claimed (and rightfully so) as a victory by the In-
: ‘dians who refused to submit or remove. A truce was
- kept up by the contestants from 1842 to 1855, with the ex-
- ception of a fow outbreaks on the part of the Indians. In
- 41855 active hostilities were actually renewed by the In-
diéns, and in so formidable a manner as to induce my pre-
- ‘decessor to make an appeal to the patriotism of our citizen
" soldiery to rally to the rescue of our people on the frontier,

In my bumble judgment, the presence of the Indians known to
have remained will as effectually retard the settlement of the Penin. -
sula, and render the lives and property of our citizens as insecure,as . . -
though Billy and his tribe had not been removed. Besides, from ;.=
the well known character of the Indians, it is evident that if permit- . '
ted to remain, and they should, from prudential motives, suspend |
hostilities for 4 time, another war, costing a heavy outlay of money -
and perhaps valuable life, will be the consequence. : _—

Now would seem the most propitious time to virtually close the -
war by removing the last Indian from the State. Their fastnesses -
have been found and their lodges and provisions destroyed. 'They - *
have been hotly pursued for a time, and are worn with fatigue and "
dispirited by the desertion of a portion of their warriors and families, , -~
and it is coufidently believed that a vigorous campaign would end in .
removing the last Indian from the State. I trust that you will not -~ .
disband the troops under your command, without at least protecting: - .
the frontier securely, should you persist in your determination not to o
carry on an offensive warfare, :

Very respectfully, _
M. S. PERRY.

. the abandonment of that interesting portion of our State
“to the Indians.

Cor. G. Loomis,

" “marched to the rescue.. But for the prompt, continuous,
Commanding Department of Florida. ' £

However contemptible the number of the Indians may . -
seem, and whatever may be the jeers at Florida by certain ~ -
Congressmen and others at the protracted state of hostili- -
ties with such an enemy, he has proven sufficiently power-
ful to daffle the skill of the ablest Generals, and to defeat
and defy the best disciplined troops of the United States .-

1855 and 1856, South Florida would have been depopulated.
" Too much praise cannot be awarded to the gallant volun-
“teers for the prompt manner in which they responded to
" the call of their country, and periled their lives in the cause
-6f humanity, and it is humiliating to know that by rank
- injustice, not one dollar of the hard earnings of this ardu-

--'1835, and continued them for seven years, at a cost of*

for twenty-three years, the greater portion of which time
! having been spent in formidable efforts to either conquer’
~ him by force of arms, or effect his removal by strategy or °

--ted to conquer or remove this ¢ contemptible enemy ;” but .

o

* who were. being stricken down by the stealthy murderous -
.. attacks of the Indians and scenes of cruelty enacted known
.only in a warfare with savages, and to prevent if possible

. 'The appeal, as was expected, was responded to most .
.. “promptly and the requisite number of companies gallantly -

*-and efficient service of the State troops during the years .-
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ous service had been paid them. The presence of the vol.”
_unteers enabled the citizens to make a stand in defence of -

their lives and property and to retain every inch of ground

‘then occupied, and to carry the war into the enemy’s coun-
try. True,it was accomplished at a heavy sacrifice.—
South Florida has been for several years virtually a milita- -

ry.camp. The ploughshare of the husbandman has been
converted into the sword.
Agricultural pursuits, if not wholly abandoned, have of

necessity received but little attention, and every branch of - |
“industrial pursuit has been paralyzed. The burden of -
the war, both physically and pecuniarily, has been borne " 'i

i

by that people ; nearly all who were able, were under arms, - g
and the greater portion of the capital of the country has -
been absorbed in furnishing and relieving the pressing -

wants of the troops without having been re-imbursed.— -
Comparisons are unpleasant and not introduced here with -
the view to disparage the merits of the regular soldier ; but
experience has shown that they are unsuitable for fighting-
Indians in the everglades of Florida, and that whatever of -
credit may attach to the partial removal of the Indians, be-
longs pre-eminently to the skill, endurance and indomita- .

ble courage of the volunteer corps of this State.

- The act of the Legislature passed in 1852, forbidding the

whites to trade with the Indians under heavy.-penalties,

was at the time a wise provisior, but I would suggest that
under existing circumstances the same might be repealed:
or essentially modified with advantage to the State and Fn- -

dians, provided it is the pohcy of the State to permit the

remnant of Indians to remain within her borders upon any -

A few of the Indians have been in recently at Fort ..
Mycrs and expressed an unwillingness to remove, and -
were very desirous to trade, and said that they had plenty -

terms.

of money and wanted clothes. They are represented to be

in sad want of clothing, the chief article of dress being
composed of old crocus sacks which they had picked up.— -
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f the Tallahassees and others, who will visit the whites,
‘should be permitted to trade and mingle with the settlers,
.- they might in time exercise a wholesome influence over
;- Sam Jones and his party, who are still Lostile and refuse
- to listen to any overtures of peace, or in relation to their.
- .removal.

- T have been appealed to by citizens of hxgh chara.cte1 in

© South Florida urging the State to move in the matter and

compel the Indians still in the State to emigrate to their

. homes in the West ; that the frontier settlements were still
- insecure, and would ever be subject to their cruel midnight
" attacks as long as they were permitted to remain.
" Indians were quiet and no immediate danger apprehended
. by the citizens, I preferred to submit the subject to the
- Legislature for its action, the meeting of which was near at

“ hand, rather than move in the matter by the exercise of ex-
i:.traordinary powers unwarranted perhaps by the exigencies
-, of the case.
...tor, under authority of the General Government, would at-
“i tempt their peaceable removal and did not want any in-

¢ terference.
- allow him the opportunity to make the effort in his own

- way, and in the event of a failure it would not be chargea-

= ble to State interference. ]

Should Col. Rector fail to make the effort, or should the

' effort prove a failure, I would recommend to the Legislature

- to provide for the removal of the Indians from the limits of
. the State forthwith.

" :good policy require it.
- “seitlements are insecure and subject to the murderous at-
- “tacks of the savage creatures, and that neither life nor prop-

. werty is secure whilst they are permitted to remain.

The Indians that were removod out West some years ago

As the

Besides it had been announced that Col. Rec-

I thought it fair under the circumstances to

In my opinion, justice, humanity and
It cannot be denied that the frontier

" have been greatly benefitted in every respect, and are per-
“fectly satisfied. It is highly gratifying to know, that several
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of the Indians who werc rude savages, in the fullest accept- g

ance of the term, when captared in the first war and sert
West, returned with- Col. Rector recently, civilized and
christianized. Some of them ate respectable planters, own
negroes and stock of every kind, dress well, and what i§
above all other considerations, have experienced and stand
forth boldly acknowledging the gracious influence of the re-
vealed religion of our Saviour. Humanity demands there-
fore their removal, as in their present savage hostile state
it is impossible ever to offer them the means of salvatlon
or to instruct them in the arts of civilization.

That they will have ultimately tc be removed by force IS '
are best prepared to forma”

not questioned by those who
corfect judgment on the subject, and now above all times.
would seem to be the most propiticus. Iua the late cam::
paign our volunteers have feund their fastnesses aad dls-
lodged them, destroyed itheir lodges und provisions-and 1‘e-
duced them to veiy e,reax. ex
pirited by their losses in killed , captured and by desertlon
and would yield more readily now than if permitied to,

recover from their present straightened condition by a tem;,

porizing policy.

I cannot well close my remarks on this subject w1th0ut
urging upon your immediate attention the importance of:
‘providing for the payment of a debt the State owes to inany’
of her citizens who have heroically suffered privation and:
hardships te sustain its credit and defend its borders. Im:
pressed with the justice and importance of this subject, I, by
virtue of “an act to provide for the payment of the debts:

of the State,” approved December 27th, 1856, appointed Mr.’: '

John W. Pearson agent to negotiate a loan for the State

. for two hundred and thirty thousand dollars.

~ Mr. Pearson, when last heard from, had not succeeded in .
raising the funds.

of the loan by the terms of his appointment and accompa-,

tremitiss; and they are dis’

The period limiied-for the negotiation .

o
i

a9

fiying instructions, xpireb this day, and the result must soon
be known and will be immediately communicated to the
Legislature.

RE-OPENING OF THE SLAVE TRADE.

" The subject of the renewal of .the Slave Trade having
become a matter of discussion in States holding this species

: of,property, it seems ic me incumbent on my position as

well as an act of courtesy to those similarly situated, that
I should at least express my opinion in regard to the policy
-and expediency of such a measure.

In the first place, the advocates of the measure proposed
are met at the threshhold by laws and treaties that must be

‘repealed and annulled before cur peopie could, consistently

with individual seeurity or public faith, embark in such anw
enterprise. 'That the nations with which the United States
have subsisting treaties for the suppression of the Slave
Tla.de, would = agree to annul them, no one, who is at all in-
formed on the subject, can for a moment believe. But grang

that; the powers of Furope, who are parties to these treaties,

would consent to their abrogation, there would remain still
a mightier obstzcle at home. Ido not allude exclusively to
the fanatical sentiment of non-slaveholding States; this an
united south might disregard or defy; but unhappily for us
we are not united. On the contrary, in all of the Southern
States, there are large masses dacidedly oprused, from mo-
_tives of policy, to the re-opening of the Slave Trade.
Impressed with these views, I wonld deprecate the agita-
tion'of a subject 50 exciting in its nature, and so fraught
with mischief to that portion of the confederacy which has
my strongest sympathies. I entertain no feeling of sickly
sentimentality wpon this subject—far from it. My whole
Iife has been epont in slave States, and an experience of up-
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o _ L eign built vessels and on ' their employment in the
continue in servitude all the negroes of Africa, they would’ * " transportation of *goods and produce, immense expen-
be most unquestionably benefited. No peoplc on eartharc 3" . ditures for internal improvements, for mseless custom
more degraded than the African negroes, under the absolute - # - houses, when the revenue collected is not enough to pay
sway of their chiefs. In their native country they.are the. g . for the collection, enormous appropriations for publishing
subjects of slavery in its most cruel and unmitigated forms,’ < maps, books and pictures, and for the transmission of
without any of the ameliorating influences which charac- 3 . those by mail to every nook in the Union. These are all
terize the partriarchial form of slavery in our “civilized and M . evils of sufficient magnitude already to excite the alarm of
christianized land ; and as a moral right humanity and 3 - every thinking man. They show the strong tendency, so

- philanthropy unite in commending it; but as a question of ~:-much dreaded by some of the framers of the Constitution,

-policy or expediency, I think it would prove injurious to the 'of centralization of power in the Federal Government, to

best interests of the South. @ ° the gradual undermining of the whole fabric by means of

The time may come, and there are alrea.dy signs of its 4 . money improperly drawn from the people and corruptly
advent, when the nation that took the lead in the fanatical g = expended to build up the fortunes of influential classes or
crusade against African servitude, will sound a truce and 3  individuals, who receive the wages of their iniquity—some
reverse her course. The other nations of Europe, whoarc & - in tariff taxes, some in offices of profit and others in ap-

now her reluctant auxiliaries, will joyfully follow inthe re: .
treat “the meteor flag of England,” and then eur loving
brethren of New Eangland, whose filial affections are ai-
mirable, will gladly again follow the example of their pious :
mother and become only teo anxious to engage once . mors *-Constitution was submitted to the several States, its ratifi-
in what they now style the “horrid” but lucrative traffic in § ! cation was opposed by many of the wise patriots of the
human flesh. day, on the ground that it did not sufficiently gnard the
Let the southern States then “bide their time;” let them 3 ‘_:‘ v States from the usurpations of the General Government,
continue faithful to their compacts, vigilant to their cove ‘& .and that the States would be left powerless to check ag-
nants and reserved rights, united and prompt in their de : . gressions on their reserved rights. This objection was met
fence, and that Providence which has hitherto blessed them @€ by the arguments of other men, equally patriotic, who con-
will shape their ends,and conduct them to their high destiny. tended that the Stafe governments, ever watchful, would
g ' Without the slave trade question, the Southern States S '~ . .give the alarm whenever any attempt should be made by
' have enough practicable subjects of legislative contro-" .. ‘the Federal authorities to transcend their preseribed limits.
versy which may well engage the attention of our South ':.Actmg in accordance with this theory, which is sanctioned

'pointments of both honor and proﬁt ~ Fault-finding by
% one pubhc functionary with others in .a different depart-
;‘- ment is not desirable; nevertheless, when there is evident
necesmty for it, it is a.n obvions duty. When the Federal

: ern members of Congress. Prominent.among them are ‘f." b)’l general usage’fIF?S 3d°° ‘()11' dma.te(;netiber of the g“ine‘
B the tariff—taxes imposed and collected from the con- g% - Tal government o 031 8, do but disc a%rg; a.(;x unpiea-
* N sumer of manufactured articles for the benefit of the 4. ’sant but high duty in designating some of the dangerous .

-" aberrations of the General Government that ought to be

S ’ manufacturers; also the laws granting bounties to the J& 6

cod-fisheries and mackerel fisheries, restrictions on for- -3
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checked, before precedent, supported by money, shall have . #% »
supp]anted the Constitntion.  : FISHER. " BALDWIN or
Earnestly desiring that your deliberations may be under " & ‘ BROWARD. P
* the guidance of a kind Providence, and that your actions - " On Elections : ~ On Schools and Colleges : '
may redound to the happiness of the people and interests - " Messrs, DELL, Messrs. BALDWIN or :
. of the State, ' CALL, ' ’ BROWARD, C
I am, your fellow-citizen, ’ ]g?gglgf,SON o II:)IﬁIé\%{S’ ' - B
M. 8. PERRY.. FISHER. EPPES, |
— - ‘ LAMAR.
On motion of Mr. Eppes, the message and accémpanying docue : On Proposz'tz'oizs & (r'f.-ievances : On Enrolled Bills :
ments were laid upon the table, and six hundred copies of the same - © Messrs. DAWKINS, Messrs. Mc}‘ELVY,‘
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. - ¥ %%ggg E%I%IX)}?]%(S)N’
. President 1 the following Standi i : & 3,
’ The President announced the following Standing Commitiees : ] EUB ANKS WELCH,
: STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. . - & McCALL. . JONES.
. S On E d Bill - itution : -
On Judiciar, y: On Agriculture: B Mossrs, niJ A:{gArgse e M egs):sReéjzfz of Constitution.:
Messrs. EPPES, Messrs. WALKER, TR NICHOLSON " EPPES
CALL, LAMAR, B T WELCH, BAKER
BAKER, McQUEEN, . o DELL, : NICHOLSON,
McELVY, DUNCAN, S FISHER. McELVY.
McCALL. JONES. DR S ] . o
On State of Commonwealth : On Claims and Accounis : . " On E"i;u;r;e Department : On Tazation and Revenue:
Messrs. WELCH, Msesis. McQUEEN, - o A Mews K IWES Mesars. HATIES,
McELVY, WALKER, T 2 BROWNE, EPPES
EUBANKS, LAMAR, o - EUBANKS LAMAR
DUNCAN, EPPES, NICHOLSON. McELVY.
: JONES. DAWKINS. !
On Federal Relations : On Corporations ; P M1 Dell introduced :;; Resolution requiring the Comptroller of
i - ) -:Public Accounts to make a statement of the amount of taxes re-
Messs. CALL, Messts. BAKER, ceived into the Treasury from the different Counties, for the years
EPPES, EUBANKS, -1854, '55 ’56 '517, &ec., which was adopted.
LAMAR, BROWNE, On motion of Mr. Dell the Sergeant-at-Arms was instructed to
McELVY, - BALDWIN or g .
- DELL BROWARD enquire of the Treasurer what use is made of the Committee Rooms .
' MoCAIL. o 11} gle Capltol and whether or not the same can be had for the use
. o R of Committees. .
On Militia : On Internal Improvements: . = 1R On motion of Mr. Baker, the memorial presented by Col. John
Messrs. McCALL, Messrs. LAMAR, SR ; Broward was referred to the Committee on Elections. :
% McQUEEN, . EPPES, s B M Dell from the Committee appointed to select a Chap]am
ok ~ DELL, . McELVY, AL made the followmg report :
N KEITT, "EUBANKS, R l -The Committee appointed to selecb a Chaplain for the Senate beg
o ’ . eave to - .
i ] ; -




T T s e RN T

45

44

REPORT: * 8 quorum shall convene, they are hereby . authorized to send the Ser-

' @8 geant-at-Arms, or any other person or persons by them- authorized,

That they have selected the Rev. Dr. Dubose for that purpose. . -4 for any or all absent members, as the majority of such members shall
PHILLIP DELL, °~ - '@ | agree, at the expense of such absent members respectively, unless -

GEO. W. CALL. & - such excuse for nen-attendance shall be made as the Senate, when a

Mr. Eppes, from the Sclect Committee appointed to draft Rules = & . quorumis convened, shall judge sufficient. _
for the Government of the Senate, made the following » - 2 - Rule 11. No motion sl.la.ll be debated until it be seconded. .
& Rule 12. When a motion shall be made and seconded, it shall be -
REPORT : . reduced to writing, if desired by the President, or any member, de-

_ livered in at-the table and read, before the same shall be debated.
.. - Rule 18. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re-
" geived, but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinitely,
" to postpone to a day certain, to commit or to amend ; which several
* motions shall have precedence in the order in which they stand ar-
“ranged; and the motion to adjourn shall always be in order, unless
" when a member shall bé engaged in addressing the Senate, or when
““the Senate shall be engaged in taking a vote; and the motions to
" adjourn and to lie on the table shall be decided without debate.

- TRule 14. If the question in debate shall contain several points, any

‘member may have the same divided.

Your Committee have duly considered the subject, and instruct -/ ‘
the undersigned to report the following Rules, and recommend their - oo
adoption : Y

STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE.

Rule 1. The President shall take the chair every day at the hour ~
to which the Senate shall have adjourned ; shall immediately call .-
the members to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, shall
cause the Journal of the preceding day to be read, unless the read-
ing thereof shall by unanimous consent be dispensed with. B

Rule 2. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to

oints of order, in preference to other members, rising from his seat
for that purpose; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an
appeal to the Senate by any two members; on which appeal, no P, Senate without debate.
member shall speak more than once, unless by leave of the Senate. - 3% . Rule 17. When the yeas and nays shall be called for by two of the

Rule 3. He shall rise to put the question, but may state it sitting. - members present, every member within the bar of the Senate, at the

Rule 4. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise interrupt: time the question was put by the President, shall (unless, for special
the business of the Senate, while the journals or public papers are:
being read, or pass between the President and any other member
who is addressing the Senate. ) .

Rule 5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the Chair,
standing in his place; and when he has finished, shall sit down.

Rule 6. No member shall speak more than twice in any one de-"
bate on the same subject, without leave of the Senate.

-time shall be first put.
Rule 16. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same

=

~ debate his assent or dissent to the question. In taking the yeas and
.nays upon the call of the Senate, the names of the members shall be -
7 " taken alphabetically. L ,
-. Rule 18, On a motion made and seconded to shut the doors of
" the Senate, in the discussion of any business which may, in the opin-
“jon of any member, require secrecy, the President - shall direct the

-

Rule 7. When two or more members shall rise at the same time,” 3§ F.  pallery to be cleared ; and during the discussion of such motion, the
the President shall name the person entitled to proceed. 4. door shall remain shut ; and no motion shall be deemed in order to
Rule 8. When a member shall be called to order, he shall sit. ~ admit any person or persons whatever. ,
dO\V.Il until the President shall determine whether he is in order or : Rule 19. The fouo\ving order shall be observed n tak’ing up the
not; and every question of order shall be decided by the President. ] " business of the Senate, to-wit :—First, Motions ; Second, Petitions,
without debate, but subject to an appeal to the Senate. N &  Memorials and other papers, addressed either to the- Senate, -or fo
Rule 9. If any member shall be called to order for words spoken, - - the President thereof; Third, Resolutions ; Fourth, Reports of Stand-
the exceptionable words shall be immediately taken down in writing, S8 .- ing Committees ; Fifth, Reports of Select Committees ; Sixth, Mes-
that the President may be better enabled to judge of the matter. -3 | sages from the House of Representatives ; and, Lastly, Orders of the
Rule 10. No member shall absent himself from the service of the ' ' :

- Day. -
Senate without leave of the Senate ; and in case a less number than ST

- Rule 15. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and the longest

* s objected to by any member, it shall be determined by vote of the

- 'reasons, he be excused by the Senate) declare, openly and without .~
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- : shall be in order for any member of the majority to move the re- con-

: sideration thereof; but no motion for the re-consideration of “any’
vote shall be in 01del after a bill, resolution, message, report or
the possession of the Senate, announcing its dec1s10n nor shall any

within the next two days of actual session thereafter.
Rule 21. The President shall have the right to name a member of

'shall not extend beyond an adJournment

ate, shall be received and read, whether the same be introduced by

which, it may be referred to a committee.

motion for leave to bring in a bill.

the Senate may deem it expedient to dispense with the rules.
Raule 25. The first reading of a bill or resolution of a public na-

have the right to state the general principles of the bill or resolution,
as the case may be, and the canses for introducing it ; and if opposi-

opposition be made, or-if the question.to reject be negatived, the bill
or resolution shall go to a second reading without a question.

Rule 26. No bill or resolution of a pubhc nature
appropriation of public money, shall be committed or amended
until it shall have been twice read, after which it may be commltted
or amended.

appropriation of public money, shall have been read tlie second
time, and before both sides of the question shall have been put to
the Senate upon its passage, it shall be in order for any member to-

dence in the order above stated. After a bill or resolution shall

od o : -~ Ruole 20. When a question has been once made and deculed 1t

amendment, upon which the vote was taken, shall have gone out of

motion for reconsideration be in order, unlessthe same shall be made. .

the Senate to perform the duties of the Chair ; but such substltutlon .
Rule 22. Before any petition, or memorial, addressed to the Sen-

the President or a member, a bllef statement of the contents of thei
- petltlon or memorial shall velbally be made by the introducer; after\

Rule 23. One day’s notice, at least, shall be given of an mtended—' .

Rule 24. Every bill, resolution of a public nature, or lesolutlon’
for the appropfiation of the public money shall receive three readings.
previously to its being passed, and the President shall give notice at!

- each, whether it be the first, second or third, which readings shall.,
be on three different days, unless in cases of emergency four-fifths of .

* - ture, or for the appropriation of the public money, shall be for the
information of the Senate; at which reading the introducer shall,

tion be made to it, the question shall be, *“shall the bill or resolution -
be rejected #” upon which question there shall be no debate. Ifno '

, requiring the- .
Rule 27. When a bill or resolution of a publi¢c nature, for the

move its commitiment to a committee of the whole house—that it lie”
on the table—for its indefinite postponement—or its postponement-:
to a day certain—for its commitment to a standing committee—to"
a select committee—or to.amend ; which motions shall have prece- - :

41

have been amended, it shall again be read as amended, for the
Anformation of the Senate, before the question shall be put upon its
‘passage. a
*Rule 28, The final question upon the second reading of every bill

ot resolution, requiring three readings previously to being passed,

.shall be, ¢ whethu' it shall be engrossed and read a third time.”
"~ Rule 29. Before a bill or resolution requiring three readings shall
: be read the third time in the Senate, it shall be carefully engrossed,
{without interlineation or erasure,) under the direction of the Secre-

tary of the Senate, and upon this reading of the bill or resolution it

shall not be committed or amended without the consent of three-

fourths of the Senate.

-Rule 80. It shall not be in oxdel to amend the title of a bill or .

resolution until it shall have passed its second reading.
Rule 31. The title of bills, and such parts thereof only as shall be
affected by proposed amendments, shall be inserted in the Journals.
"Rule 32. The President of the Senate shall appoint the following
Standmg Committees, which shall thus be denominated :.

. Committee on the Judiciary.
. Committee on the State of the Commonwealth.
. Committee on Corporations.
. Committee on Schools and Colleges.
. Committee on Propositions and Grievances.
. Committee on Internal Iinprovements,
. Committee on Elections.
-+ 8. Committee on Claims and Accounts.
£79, Committee on Engrossed Bills.
=10, Committee on Enrolled Bills.
11, Committee on Amendments and Revision of the Constitution.
=12, Committee on the Executive Depall,ment.
13, Committee on the Militia.
.14, Committee cm Taxation and Revenue.
.15.. Committee on Federal Relations,
- 16, Committee on Agriculture.

- Rule 33. All confidential communications made by the Governor
to:the Senate, shall be, by the members thereof, kept secret, until

‘o0 =T oY o e o 1o

e ‘Senate, by their 1esolut10n, take off the injunciion of secrecy.

Rule 84. All information or remarks touchmg or concerning the

character or qualifications of any person nominated by the Governor *

to-office, shall be kept secret.

Senate shall be cleared of all persons, exceptthe Secretary, Sergeant—
at-Arms, Messenger and Door-Keeper.

Rule 36. The proceedings of the Senate, when not acting in Com-
Imttee of the VVhoIe, shall be entered on theJ ournals as concisely as

‘Rule 35. When acting on confidential Executive business, the.

{
X
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possible, care being taken to detail an accurate and true account of °

the proceedings. | _
Rule 37. Messages shall be transmitted to the House of Represen-:”
tatives by the Secretary ; upon each of which shall previously be -
endorsed by the Secretary, the final determination of the Senate -
“thereon. - )
Rule 88. Messengers niay be introduced in any stage of the busi- |
ness, except while a question is being put, or while the yeas and -
nays are being called. ) g
Rule 39. The Governor of the State, former Governors of the
State and Territory, Senators, and Representatives from this State ..
in the Congress of the United States, State House officers, members .
of the Representative branch of the General Assenbly, and Judges
of the Chancery and Circuit Courts of this State, shall be admitted .
to a seat within the bar of the Senate Chamber and any other per-
son upon the invitation of a member of the Senate. .o
 Rule 40. The Secretary of the Senate, Sergeant-at-Arms, Messen-
ger and Door-Keeper, shall be severally sworn by the President, well
and faithfully to discharge their respective duties, and to keep se- "
cret the proceedings of the Senate, when sitting with closed doots. .~

Rule 41. No member who was without the bar of the Senate™.

when the question was put by the Chair, shall be permitted to vote

- on the question then before the Senate, without the unanimous con-.:"

sent of the Senate. .

Rule 42. No Rule herein adopted for the Government of the Sens .

‘ate, shall be amended or suspended, without the consent of four:"”

fifths of the Senate, except Rule No. 1, which shall only be suspended

" by the unanimous consent of the Senate. :
Rule 43. That upon the adjournment of the General Assembly,
the Secretary of the Senate shall be required to file in the office of .
‘the Secretary of State, all papers on file with him relating to unfin-
. ished business, all original papers and Journal of the Senate, and
‘that he be required to obtain a- certificate from®the Secretary of
State that such has been done, and file the same with the Treasurer
before receiving his compensation. o
T. J. EPPES, Chairman. -

On motion of Mr. Baker, the Rules reported by the Select’ Com-
mittee for the Government of the Senate, were adopted. ,
~On motion of Mr. Hawes, the Senate proceeded to the election, of *
a printer. - ' T
Mr. Dell nominated Benj. F. Allen.
The vote was : ' L
For Allen—Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell,
Duncan, Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, McElvy, Nicholson, Walker |
and Welch—13. . o o

i
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Mr. Allen having received the requisite Constitutional vote, was
declared duly elected. :
On motion of Mr. Duncan, a committee of three was appointed

' consisting of Messrs. Duncan, Nicholson and Dell, to act with a sim-

ilar committee on the part of the House, to arrange with the printer
in reference to the compensation to be paid for printing for the Sen-
ate at the present session. -

On motion of Mr. Hawes, the Senate adjourned until Friday 11
o'clock, A. M. :

O

FRIDAY, November 26, 1858.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

A quorum present.

The. Rev. Dr. Duabose officiated as Chaplain.

The Journal of Wednesday was read and approved. .

O1 motion of Mr. Hawes, the reading of the Rules of the Senate

: - was dispensed with.

Mr. Hawes gave notice that he would, on some future, day ask

. leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an Act, to improve the navi-
" gation of the Ocklawaha River, in this State.

-On motion of Mr. Eppes, it was ordered that so much of the Gov-
ernor’s Message as relates to taxation, be referred to the standing
cominittee on Taxation and Revenue ;

That so much of said Message as relates to Official Reports, be

. referred to the standing committee on Executive Department ;

That so much of sald Message as relates to Internal Improvements,

- . and Public Lands, be referred to the standing committee on Internal

" Improvements ; .
That so much of said Message as relates to Charters, be referred
to the standing committee on Corporations;
That so much of said Message as relates to Lunatic Asylums, be
referred to the standing committec on the state ofthe Commonwealth ;
That so much of said Message as relates to Education, be referred
to the standing committee on Schools and Colleges ;
That so much of said Message as relates to the Militia, be referred
to the standing committee on said subject ;
~ That so much of said Message as relates to Exemption, be referred
to the standing committee on Taxation and Revenue;
That so much of said Message as relates to the Boundary Line, be
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