%8
A bill to be entitled an Aot to probibit trespasses npon Railrcad
Land {3rants ;
Was read the third tiiar and pot upon its passage

LUpon w Lich the vote was
Ay A usmmt, M
banks, Jo Iveiit, Mefiueen, 2
Nay—3r Dell—1.

So said bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be cevtified to the Touse of Representa-
tives.

A b.ll to he eniitied an Act to aunthorize Edward N. Everett of
Washington County, to assaimne the management of his own estate;
vead a third time and put upen its passage ;

Upnn which the vote was:

Yeas—3r. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Jones,
Weitt, MeQnee, Nicholson and Welch—10: :
Nay—>Ir, Fabanks—1.

~o zaid Difl passud—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represcuta-
fives.

A Dillto be cusitled an Act anthorizing a Bridge Tax in Walten
Clonnty s :

Was l'e'll the thivd time and put upon its passage;

Upon which the vote was:

Yeas—Mi, President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell,
liubanks, Jonas, Keitt, HcQueen, Nicholson and Welch—12.

Nays—None.

So said bill }, ,z‘l—titlc as stated.

Ordered that thie some be certified to the House of Representa-
fives.

Resolution relaiive to the several Rail-roads in this State

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ;

Upon which the vote was;

Yeas—DMessis Baker, Call Dawkins, Dell, Keitt and McQueen—

. Baker, Baldwiu, Call, Dawkins, Bu-
Nicholson and Weleh—11.

6 ;
Nays—Mr. Piesident; Messrs. Baldwin, Babanks, Nicholson and
Wi elch——a.,

So said resolution ps title as stated ;

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represen-

tatives.
Resolution asking aid 1o improve the navigation of Holmes Creek
Was read a third time and put upon its passage;
Upon which the vote was;

Yeas—Mr. President, Messts. Baker, Dawkins; Eubanks; Jones;

Keitt. McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch—10,
Nays—Messrs. Baldwin and Dell—2.
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So said resolution passed—titled as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the ITonss of Hepresenta-
tives,

A Dbill to be entitled on Act for the relief of ‘\peurt- 1. Thonuas ;

Was read the seeoud thne.

On motion of Zir, all) the {
pensed with.

Mr. Call nioved 2 call

The roll 1 cing calleq,
names :

\I(,ssw Baler, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Enbanks, J ones, Keitt, Mc-
Quaen, Nicholson and V‘Telnu—l’_ '

There being no qaoium pr

My, Call moved that the Se et
tees, pending whick a gquorunr 2
the farther procesdings on the call were di

The bill ordered to be engrossad for a thi

On motion, the Senats adjonrned un
o'clock,

{the Lill wuas dis-

members answered to their

be sent for ahsen-
d on notion of Mr, (ali,
nsad withs and

1ding on to-morrow.
to-imorrow morning 10

———

The Senate met pursuant to adionrnment,

A quorum present

On motion of 31
nal was dispensged v ?“h, and the journal

Mr. Baldwin moved thas 2 bill to ba ¢ 2n Act to provide
for the disposal of lands granted by Congress to the State of K Florida,
to aid in the consiruction of certain P.(u"ozu-s which was laid on th(,
table on the 14th of Janaary, 1859, be taken ap and placed among;
the orders of the day.

Mr. Lamar moved to lay the motion on the table;

‘Which motion was Iost.

The question was then taken npon the metion of My, Baldwin ;

Which was lost.

On motion of Mr. Keitt, ihie vote taken upon the motion of My,
Baldwin was reconsidered :

Mr. Call moved to amend by adding * and that the first resolution
for adjourning on the 17th inst, be and the same is hereby reseind.

ed.”

19 of ve;tu’c.d/" jours
sd and approved.
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Mr, Bakeroyed to amend as follows :

That it is the opinion of this House that the subject matters eon-
tainad within the Act, are within the province of the Judicial and
not the Legislative bravnch of the Government.

Mr. Call moved the adoption of th(, amendment of Mr. Baker,

2 substitute for the motion of Mi. Baldwin,

AMre. MceCall moved that the 011"iUdl motion of the Senator from
Duval, tcgether with the amendments and substitute be made the
s.pﬂcml order of the day for Monday next.

Mr. Dell'moved that the oviginal motion and the substitute and
amendments be laid upon the the table ; N

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Dell and
Lamay;

Upon which the vote was:

Yeas—ide, President, Messrs, Call, Dell, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen
and Nicholson—7. : '

‘ \nyb—\ims rs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Bubanks, Hawes, McCall
and wWel 7. ' '

So said motion was lost.

The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. MeCall;

Om which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall
and Call;

Upon which the vote was:

Yeas—>Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Hawes, Jones,
MecCall, Nicholson and W elch—8.

Nays—Messis. Baker, Call, Dell, "Eubanks, Keitt, Lamar and Mec
Queen—7.

S0 said motion was adopted. s

Pursnani to previous notice, Mr. Baldwin introduced a resolution
for the releif of certain parties holding State witness and Jury serip ;

‘Which was placed among the orders of the day.

My, Lamar moved that the Senator from Alachua, be excused
from attendance for the balance of Session ;

On which the yeas ‘md nays -were called for by Messrs. Cali and
AfeCall

Upon which the votec was :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Hawes,
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen and Nicholson—11.

Nays—Messrs. Call, Enbanks and Welech—3.

So said motion was adopted.

Mr, Baker moved that he be excused from attendance for the bal-
ance of the Session ;

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, Call and
MeCall; . :
' Upon which the vote was
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Veas—Messrs. Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar, McQueeu.
Nicholson and Welch—8.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Jones a.n«l
McCall—a6.

Bo said metion was adopted.

Mz, MeQueen moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday
-on the passage of the House Resolution relative to the office of Reg-
ister of U. 8. Lands vt Tallahassee;

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messvs. MeCall
and Baker;

Tpon which the vete was:

Yeas—Mzr, President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eubanks, Mawes,
Jones, Keitt, Tamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch—12.

Nays—DMessrs. Baker, Dawkins and McCall—3.

So said motion was adopted.

Mr. Lamar moved that a Committee of three ke appointed to wait
on the House of Representatives and asked the return of a Honse
resolution relative to the oflice of Register of U. 8. Lands at Tallu-
hassee, and which was certified to the House as rejected by the
Senate ;

‘Which motion was adopted.

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Lamar, Dell and Me.

‘Queen on said Comrnittec.

. Mr. Lamar moved that 2 Committee of three be appointed to wuit
on the Attorney General and obtain from him a hill which was re-
ferred to him for his opinion eutitled an Act to amend an Act enti-
tled an Act to allow free persons of African descent to choose their
own masters and become slaves, approved Jan, 15, 1859 ;

‘Which motion was adopted ; and

The Chair appointed Messrs. Lamzar, Dell and Call on said om-
mittee.

The committee appointed to wait npon the House of Represents-
tives to ask the return of a House resolution relative to the oflice of
Register of U. S. Lands, at Talahassee, and which was ecrtified to
the House as rejected by the Senate, appeared and veported that
they had performed that duty and were discharged.

A committee from the House, consisting of Messes. Ingram, [iob-
imson and Wiggins appeared and returned the Hounse resonlution re-
lative to the office of Register of U. 8. Lands at Tallahassee.

The committee apponnul to wait or the Attorney General, to ob-
tain from him a bill which was referved to Lim for his opinion, en-
titled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to allow free persons
of African deseent, to clioose their own Masters and hecome slaves,
- approved January 15th, 1859, appeared and reported that they had

erformed that duty and were discharged.

The following Message from his Excellenc cy the Governor was re
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ceived aud read, and on motion, 100 copies ordered to be printed :

ExecuTive DEPARTMENT,
Tallahassee, December 9th, 1859. 3§

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

I submit herewith the official Report of Col. John W. Pearson,
who was appointed by me Disbursing Agent to discharge the debts
and liabilities of the State, incurred in suppressing Indian hostilities
in the year 1856. I negotiated a loau for the State, through the
agency of Col. Pearson, in the ecities of Charleston and Savannah,
for two hundred and forty-one thousand three hundred dollars,
(241,300 00,) payable in twelve months, which will be due in Ap-
ril, 1860. "The State realized in eash fiom said loan, twe hundred
and twenty-two thousand and fifteen dollars, (222,015 00,) and has
dishursed ore hundred and ninety-three thousand ihree hundred and
thirty-one dollars, (193,331 00, leavillg a cash balance of twenty-
eight thouzand six_hundred and eighty-iour.dollars, (28,684 00,) as
per repor: of ths Disbursing Agent, to which your attention is re-
spectfully invited. The abstracts and vouchers for the unpaid

claims referred to in the report of the Agent, have been placed iu -

bis hands, with instruction to pay the same. In this connsetion 1
would call your.sttention to the fact, that no claims for services
vendered prior to the mustering in of the several companies have
been paid. In several instances companies were organized on the
first outhreak of the Indians, without awaiting orders, and promptly
marched to.the defence of the unprotected citizens, wio were being
massacreed by the savages, and actually performed active and arda-
ous servics, for which they have not been paid. This service was
recognized and approved by the Executive, but the Agent has not
felt authorized to pay from the day of enrolment, hut from the date
of mustering in, in accordance with the army regulations of t?}e U..
8. Iwould respectfully recodimend that the several companies of
State troops be paid from the date of enrollment, upon satisfactory
proof being made that they did actually perform active serviee in
suppressing fndizn hosiilities. The act “to provide for the pay-
ment of the debts of the State” approved Dec. 27, 1856, authorized
the issnance of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000 00) of bonds,
in the name and behtlf of the State, for the payment of the debts of
the State, or 5o many thereof as may be necessary, conditioned, how-
ever, that the said bouds should be sold at their par value, or hy-
pothecated for the payment of a loan to -the State, to ba negc.)tla.ted-
on the most praciiesble terms. It was qugstlo'ned by capitalists
whether the power to hypothecate carried with it the right to sell
the bonds upon the faillure of the State to pay the_ loan at maturity,
and I was unable eitber to sell the bonds at their par value, orto
negoliate a loan upon them by hypothecation. ‘This fact was com-
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wanicated by me to the Legislature, and the difficulty removed by
“an act in addition to an act to provide for the payment of the
debts of the State,” approved January 15, 1859, empowering the
Governor to stipulate for the sale of the bonds hypothecated, or so
many thereof as may be found necessary, at their fair market value,
ito weet the debt at matuority, in the event the same shall not be
otherwise provided for.

It has always been claimed, and I believe never denied, that the
duty of suppressing Indian hostilities devolved upon the General
Goverument, and that Government had long ago endeavored to ef-
fect their removal, and assamed the right to permit them to remain
in the State, and withdrew the protection which the people had a
right to expect. On the breaking out of hostilities the people on the
iroutier, for want of the protection which it was the duty of the
Federal Government to give, found it necessary to embody them-
selves, and perform the service which the exigencies of the times im-
posed upon them, and in doing so they had to abandon their usual
occupations, and suffer all the privations incident to an exposed
frontier life. Uuder these circumstances, the State felt it due to her
own citizens to provide for their payment, relying on the justice of

* the Geneg'al Government to refund to her the amount which she felt
. it her duty to pay.

The jsstice of such a demand eannot rightfully be disputed, and
it is hoped will at once be recognized. I therefore recommend that
the General Assembly will, either by memorial or resolutions, or
such other mode as they deem best, request of Congress the passing
of a law refunding to the State the amount she has expended.

The loan made by the State to enable her to pay the just claims
of her citizens falls due in April next, for the payment of which
three hundred and forty-six thousand dollars of the bonds of the
State ($346,000 00,) have been hypothecated, by viriue of authority
in me vested by the above recited acts, and as the Federal Govern-
ment may fail to refund in time the amount thus advanced by the
State, I would recommend that the Governor be authorized to seli,
at their fair market value, so many of the bonds as may be found
necessary to pay the loan at maturity, rather than permit them to
be thrown upon the market at the option of the parties holding them,
in the'event of the payment not being otherwise provided for.

, Very respectfully,
: M. S. PERRY:

i
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Cn' -
[corv.] hy cash pald A I T. Wright's L,ompany $9,667 71
"TarLLanasseg, Fra., Nov. 30th, 1859. « ﬁs’f;g?w"“ Cw l:}'g;g ﬁ;
o bis Eveellncy, Gon, P | B o
Dzar Sir: I herewith transmit to you a statement, tonethel witle . u E ]]))an}ell,,& : p : 11'”?39 o
my aceount current with the State of Florida as Dlle]l =1ng Agent ‘ “« o« A D,'Jo°h,ii‘f,’.’y§ “« T ’ g'égg 33
in the settlement of militia claims for serviees rendered in the year X “  « W.H Kendrick’s “ 16,277 99
1856 : i . “ “ W. H. Kendrick’s o 8,966 50
I received from the State in cash,ecceieconernnes..$222,015 00 P E'd Rendrick’s - 8,243 36
I have paid claims to the amount of....$193,331 00 N %% If;f,l:g;’s ) ) 11’[1383 ﬁf‘,
Cash balance on hand ready to pay over, 28,684 00 : «  « John Addison’s “ 10,232 43
$222015 006 : :: ““ F. M Durranceis ‘: . 15,'7'94 91
I refer to account current, with vouchers, for proof. The Pay 3 . «“ .II‘})]% nggll\}l?ilnls:s . 2’323 82
Rolls show the amount of neally $ 1,800 whlch is yet unpaid, owmg__I b «“  “ John McNeill's “ 3,303 06
to the fact that the parties per foxmmé, the service for which it is due ‘ ¢ Simeon Sparkman’s  * 2,967 31
have deceased and no representatives have qualified as executors or o %h%s' éil;lg-hey; M 803 93
administrators to receipt for the same. 'The abstracts and vouchers - w o A J,'T,uwlfi?;n?s “ 2'7)2 é;
of Captains Hooker, E. T\ Kendrick, Addison and Parker’s Compa- - w « John Parkers « 4,656 69
nies, for transportation, &e., have not been placed in my hands for «  « Staff Officers, Assistant Surgeons, &e.; 12,341 49
dlsbmsement conzequently they are not paid. I have no means of 3 . Quartermaster T" 710 88
knowing the amount, as I have not been able to see sbstracts and S wo. ﬁi,‘;‘,‘,iﬁﬁ;fgﬁl;’?gl n';éotmtmg and disbursing, lglgég gg

vouuhers ) . By cash on hand due State of Florida, 29,029 84 |

Very 1espectfullv your ob’t serv't, . _ ‘ o
J. W. PEARSON, - : $222,015 0p N
Disbarsing Agent., e - il

TALLAHASSEE, Dec. 2d, 1859.

—
é‘ w [eory.] I have compared with this account the abstract of disbursements -
, ) P ; ; 6! §
fl ‘ J. W, Pearson, it account with State or Froripa., = on account of transportation, &c., and find that the Pay-Master is 12
- LS D : entitled to $345 more than is embraced in this account. 1
"Po cash ree’d from Bank of Charlest N 203 000 I also find the account to correspond with abstracts of disburse- H
0 cash r X 3 rleston, $92,000 Gu 3 - : . y
To cach reed from Peoples Bank, 46,000 00 g ments to Staff Oﬂice‘rs,&c and persons employed in the Quarter- "
- To cash received from the Peoples’ Bank, 12,380 00 R . master’s Department. The proper amounts are as fpllows: v
To cash rec’d from S. W, R. R. Bank, 46,000 00 ‘ Transportation, &ec., $17,891 95
j . To cash rec'd from Merchant’s & Planter’s Bank, 25,185 00 Staff Officers, &e., 12,341 49 St
i - 222,015 00 Quarter-Master men, 710 33 B
o v To Lalance, 5$29,02T » 4 HUGH . ARCHER,
? b Less additional allowance account omitted, 345 00 v Quartermaster General.
! e $26,684 84 . I have compared the Pay Rolls with the above (except $12,341;
’ 49 $710 33 and $17,546 95) and find' them to conespond
< B ¢. H. AUSTIN,
: 1‘ : DEc. 2, 1859. Paymasteu‘
il‘: ! \ : 14 '
R - .

..-.._‘_

asy
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Mr. Baldwin jiresciitéd the petition of sy
the passage of a bill to Ye entitled an Act to amend an Act to al.
low free persons of Africdn descent, to choose their own Masters
and become slaves, dppiovee J anuary 15th 1859 ; and, _

Mv. - Call presented a copy of the Jacksonville Standard, which
copy and petition wers placed with the bill, among the orders of the
day.

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary
port: )

The Judiciary Comniittee to whom wus r
an Act to organize the Cburt of Vice Chan

indry  citizens, opposing

made the following re-

eferred the bill entitled
cellor, beg leave to

REPORT,

That they have exaniined the said bill, and it ddes ndit meet with
the approbation of a majority of the committee ; théy have prepared
‘o substitute entitled an Act providing for the appdinttiient of Vice:
Chancellor, which they fecommend to the Senate, if dny legislation
1s hiad on the subject. .

GEO: W: CALL,
from Judiciary Committee.

Which was received dnd the accortipanying bill pliced among the
orders of the day. :

Mr. Baker from the Committee oii Corporations made the follow:
ing report : _
The Committee on Corporations t6 whom was referred the bill
entitled an Act to amend an Act anlending the charter of the city
of Pensacola, for the purpose of extending the péwers of the city to

aid in the construction of the Alabama and Florida Railroad in Flor:
ida, approved Dec. 21, 1858,

REPORT:

ThéZ an application for an amendment to the city charter was
regularly advertised three months before the 4th Monday in Novem-
ber, 1858, and the amendment regularly passed this bill is to cor-
rect an error in the bill passed last winter, and is constitutionally
covered by the first advertisement; it has als¢ been Eidvertised three
months previous to thistime. Your Committee recommend its pas-
‘sage.

J. McROBERT BAKER, Chairman.

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among » '

the orders of the day.

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporations, made the follow-
ing report «
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¥ a) 4 B 3
‘ The Committce on Corporations to whom wag referrad  resoly-
tions recommending to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement'

Fun'd, certain Proceedings in regard to the seovera] Rail-road Com -
panies,

REPORT:

That there are no objgctions to the passage of said resolutions, byt
on the contrary they believe, that their adoption would tend to l;mke

z?i 11s::v:qe;:,tle.Rzul-road officers more vigilant anq careful of the rights
Respectfully submitted,
J. McROBERT BAKER,

Ch'n Com. on Corporation
Which report was received and the gee i "
placed among the orders of the day. Ppaning  resolution

Mr. Lamar from the Committee on Internal Impy
the following report : provements made

Mz. PresmexNT :

REPORT,

That they have had the same under congs
that the bill do not pass,

* Respectfully submitted,

ideration, and recoms-

Mr. Baldwin from
the following report ;
Mr. PrespenT :

Sir :—The committee to whom wag referred the bil
an Act to authorize the Board of Educat : oy

West of the Suwannee to confer Collegia
to

the Committee on Schools and Colleges, made

e entitléd
on of the State Seminary

e degrees, &c, beg leave

That they have examined the same and see no objection to its
passage,

Respectfulljr submitted, ’

A. S, BALDWIN,
Chm’n Com, on Schools and Colleges.

“;__&_— L Rt AT
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Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among. the
orders of the day. ” =0
The Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report;:
Mgr. PRESIDENT @
Sir :—The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave 1o report the
following bills as correctly enrolled : . ’
A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of
Lafayette county ; : ’
A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed Act
entitled an Act to incorporate Lake City;
A bill to be entitled an Act allowing two Judges of the Supreme
Court to hold a Court in the absence of the third J udge.
Respectfully submitted,
ISAAC WELCH,
Acting Ch’n Com. on Enrolled Bills.,

‘Which report was received.
The committee on Engrossed bills made the following report :,

Mgr. PrESIDENT @

Sir :—The Cohmittee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the
following bills as correctly engrossed : . i

A Dill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Spencer T. Thomas;

A Dbill to be entitled an Act relative to the offices of Sheriff anci.
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ;

A Dbill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin’ Hopkins;

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Ocala’; "

A Dbill t¢ be entitled an Act concerning replevin ; '

. " Respectfully submitted,
T. B. LAMAR,
) Chm’n Com. on Engrossed Bills.

Which report was received, and the accompanying bi .

among the orders of the day. ’ oompanying bills placed

The Committee on Engrossed .Bills made the following report . 4
Mgr. PRrESIDENT :

Sir :—The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave t
following bill as correctly engros%ed: g feave greport the

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City & Su-
wannee Railroad Company. '

Respectfully submitted,
T. B. LAMAR,
. Ch’n Com. on Engrossed Bills.

‘Which report was received and the accompanyi il '

among the orders of the day. o panying bi P]a_ped
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Mr. Call from the Committee on Revisions of the Constitution
made the following report :

The Committee on Revisions of the Constitution to whom was re-
ferred the bill entitled an Act to amend the second Section of the
third Article of the Constitution of this State,

REPORT:

That the object of said bill is two fold: first, to shorten the Gov-
ernor’s term of office from four to two years, and to change the time
of his inauguration so as to require him to be inaugurated in the
presence of the General Assembly, as soon after his election as can
conveniently be done. Your Committee are induced to favor both
of these measures. Most of the States of the Union have found it to
be wisest and best to select their Chief Magistrate every two years,
and in changing our Constitution in this point, we are but following
the example which the experience of our elder sisters has indicated
as safest on the other point. Your Committee cannot too strongly
recommend the change. Under our law as it now stands, our Gover-
nor is elected a full year before his term of office commences, and
anomaly which is only productive of inconvenience to the Governor
elect without any corresponding benefit to the people. Your Com
mittee therefore recommend the passage of the bill,

GEO. W, CALL,
Ch'n Com. Revision of Constitution.

‘Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among

the orders of the day.

Mr. McQueen from the committe on Claims and Accounts made
the following report;

The committe on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re-
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late
Sheriff of Escambia county, ask leave to,

- REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration, and find no ev-
idence presented, changing the conclusions arrived at the last Ses-
sion.

‘We herewith annex a copy of the report made by the committee
to the Senate, relating to the same party on the 13th of January,
1859.

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom has been re-
ferred a resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, ask leave to,
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REPORT:

That they have had the same under consideration and find from
the evidence presented to them, that the claim is a meritorious one
and although they believe as a general principle, the payment, of

s such claims would be a bad one for the General Assembly “to adbpt
yet in this case, where a band of Robbers have been broken up at atb
sacrifice of time and money as has been shown to the satisfaction of

the committee, your Committee therefore, recommend the passage.
of the following resolution.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State

of Florida in General Assemdly convened, That the Conptroller of '

Public accounts, be and he is hereb authorized and requir

audit the claims of J. C, Crosby, ]ateyéheriﬂ' of Escambia co?mt;df(t)(l)'
services rendered, and expenses paid by him in apprehending "and
committing to Jail, certain Negro theives, in Escambia county :
Provided ¢ The said J. C. Crosby, present to said Comptroller
full and satisfactory vouchers and receipts, and full evidence of the
facts of such expenses in said claim. S

Respectfully submitted,

J. W. McQUEEN,

Chairman,
‘Which was received and the accom aning bill pl ! ,
orders of the day. paming bill placed ‘among the

Mr. Baker from the Joint Select Committee, made the following.
report : g
The Joint Committee of the Senate and House of
to whom it was referred by Joint Resolution of the 2nd ultimo, “to
enquire and report as to the present situation and condition of the
State Library, and how far the Act as to public property, approved

January 15th, 1859, has been complied with,” ask leave respect-
fully to J

Repl‘esentatives,

REPORT:

1. That they find the State Libra
part of the same is scattered a
basemc[e?nt of the Capitol.

2. The two rooms in the South end of the Cia itol have
fitted up, and “the entire State Library” has no%) been p]ac:ci) ttlll)::erf
in as required by said Act of January 15th, 1859. "One of said
rooms has been partly fitted up, and a portion only of the ILibrar
appears therein. Y

3. Your Committee are of opinion that said roons should be fit-
ted up, and that the same should be open for the use of the mem-

1y in a miserable condition, A
bout and lying loosely piled up in the,
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bers of the Legislature during the sessions, under such regulations
as the Librarian may adopt; but that no books should be taken out
of the Library or removed from the rooms except by resolution of
the respective Houses, and that members of each receiving books
should be required to give their receipts for the same, and return
them at the end of each session to the door-keeper of their respec-
tive houses, to be returned to thé Librarian ; otherwise our Library
will gradually become depleted, and many of its most valuable
works, which should be and are intended for the reference and con-
sultation of the members of the Legislature, will be irrecoverably
lost or mislaid.

4. Your Committee find two Committee rooms nicely and neatly
fitted up in the basenient of the Capitol for the Committees of the
two Houses respectively, and we commend the action 6f the Treas-
urer as to the same. There are two other rooms referred to in the
4th section of said act which we are informed are rented out, as
will appear by communication from the Treasurér, herewith submit-
ted. -

5. Yonr Committes are informed that the Capitol roof leaks bad-
ly, and think the Treasurer under the advice and supervision of the
Governor, as in Section 6th of said Act, should be required to have

- a new roof put on, cr the 6ld one thoroughly repaired, as the tem-

porary repairs rendered necessary by leakage, will soon amount to
more than enough to pay for a good and thoroughly tight roof—
Your Committee are also of opinion that under the Act in question,
the Treasurer under the supervision of the Governor, is authorized
to make such necessary and essential fixtuiés in connection with the
public grounds, as may be deemed ekpedient and essential to the
accommodation and convenience of the Legislature and State 6ffi:
cers who are required to have offices in the Capitol.

. 6. Your Committee are also of opinion that the Librarian should
be required to make out and have printed in alphabetical order a list
of all books, charts, &ec., of every kind in the State Library, and be

required from year to year to amend the same and report each addi- -

tional catalogue to each and every Session of the Legislature, having
such additional catalogue likewise printéd. .

7. Your Committee are also .of opinion that the rooin occupied by
the Supreme Court should be kept expressly for the use of said Court
and for the Supreme Court Library, and that the Clerk of said Court
should also occupy the room heretofore occupied by him contiguous
thereto, inasmuch as said Court is for the entire State, and 1t be-
hooves the State at large to supply rooms for the said Court, and
Library, and Clerk, but your Committee are of opinion that other
Judicial officers of the individual Circuits of the State are not enti-
tled to rooms in the Capitol, but that the several Court-houses of
the different counties should supply such deficiency.
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Your Committee submit the following communications from the
Treasurer and Librarian, and report the following bill, and recom-
mend its passage. .

All of which is respectfully submitted, &c.,
: J. McROBERT BAKER,
Chm’n Senate Committee.
F. C. BARRETT,

Chm’n House Committee.

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act as to Ppreservation
of Public property, approved January 15th, 1859, .

Secrion 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened,
That the Librarian of this State, be and he is hereby required to
have both the rooms in the South end of the Capitol, adjoining the
Senate Chamber, fitted up as Library-rooms and the entire State Li-
brary, except the Library of the Supreme Court, kept therein.

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court Library shall be kept in the Supreme
Court room, under such order and direction as said Court may make
as to the same,

Sec. 8. The Librarian is hereby required to make out and have
printed 100 copies of Catalogues, arranged in alphabetical order of
all books, reports, maps, charts, &ec., of every kind in the State Libra-
ry, and shall have additional yearly catalogues arranged in the same
manner, of the additions to said Library printed yearly, and he
shall make report of the same, and of the condition and increase of
said Library to each and every Session of the General Assembly.

Suc. 4. The said Librarian is hereby authorized to adopt such
rules and regulations for the keeping, and retention, and preserva-
tion of the State Library as may be necessary and expedient, and
that the Books, Reports, &c., aforesaid, shall be kept in said Library
Rooms, and shall not be taken therefrom except by resolution of the
- Houses of the Legislature respectively, during their Session, -

Src. 5. That the Treasurer of this State is hereby authorized
under the supervision of the Governor, to have the roof of the Cap-
itol thoroughly repaired, or if necessary a new and tight roof put

on the same, and generally to repair or add such additional fixtures

or appurtenances to the Capitol as may be actually necessary and 3

essential to the preservation of the same, and the convenience of
the members of the Legislature and those officers of the State who
are required to keep their offices in the Capitol.

Suc. 6. Be it further enacted, That all laws and ‘part of laws in-
consistent, herewith be and the same are hereby repealed.

T .
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shelved and carpeted iu the best manner that could be, in whick
imost of the books belonging to the State and under the control of
Yhe Libravian are placed and being catalogued in the manner pre-
scribed by said Act. The room opposite to the one at present shelv-
cd and fitted up, is now used to lLeep the pamphlet Journals, Acts
and other documents published by authority of the General Assem-
bly. This necessity has arisen from the Treasurer's selecting for
the use of the committees the room heretofore used for keeping and
putting up for distribution, the documents used in exchanges with
other States, and the officers throughout the State. S0 soon as the
General Assembly may set aside a room in the basement of the Cap-
itol in which the pamphlet Journals, &e., may be retained and used
as a work-room, the law in every respect can and will be complied-
with by .
Yours respectfully,
F. L. VILLEPIGUE;
Secretary of State and
Ex-Officio Librarian,

‘Which was received and read. :

Mr. Dell moved that the whole matter be referred back to the
committe with instructions that they report to this body the numi-
ber of the different volumes that the Secretary has received since he
has been in office, and give to this body a catalogue of all the vol-
umes he has received and what is now on hand.

Mr. Call moved to amend the motion,

The Chair decided that the amendment was out of order;, unless
reduced to writing, '

Mr. Call appealed from the decision of the Chair;

On the question, “shall the decision of the Chair be sustained ;”

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall and Baker;

Upon which the vote was : ‘

- 'Y eas—DMessrs. Balker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes,
Jones, Lamar, McCall, McQueen and Nicholson—12. '
 Nays—Messrs. Call and Keitt—2.

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. _
P (gf motion, the Senate todk a recéss until half-past three d’clock;

. . ¥

HATLF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The Senate resumed its session:

No quorum present. .

On. motion. of Mr. Baldwin, the Senatc adjourncd until Monday
Horning, 10 o’clock.
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MONDAY, December 12th, 1859.

Henate met pursuant to adjournment.

A quorum not present. s . v

On motion of Mr. Baker, the Sergeant-at-Arms was sent for the
absentees;

Pending which a quornm appeared.

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain.

On motion ot Mr. Keitt, the reading of Saturday's Journal was
dispensed with, and the Journal approved,

Notice was given of intention to introduce, at some future day,
the following bills :

By Mr, Eppes: ,

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; and

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and
Columbus Steamboat Campany.

The rules heing waived, Mr. Lamar moved, that the bill to be en-
titled an Act to amend an Act to permit free persons of African de-
scent to choose their own masters and become slaves, approved Jan-
uary 15, 1859, be placed first among the orders;

_ Which was adopted.
Mr. Keitt offered the following resolution:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That in view of the threat-
ning coflict now going on between the North and the South, Flori-
da is ready to protect and defend her own institutions; ready with
all the resouces at her own command to aid such of the slave-hold-
ing States as may need her services; ready to act in concert
with the Southern States, or with such of them asmay desire present
action in defence of their common institutions, and ready to send
delegates to a Southern Convention for the purpose of establishin
a Southern Confederacy upon the election of a Black Republican
“President of the United States;

‘Which motion was adoEted, and on motion of Mr. Lamar, was re-
ferred to the Joint select Committee on Fedral Relations,

The rules being waived, Mr. Call introduced without previous no-
tice

A,'bill to be entitled an Act to prevent fraudalent seitlements on
married women ; and ) ,
. A bill to be entitled an Act to add an ’additional section to the
Constitution of this State, to be numbered Section — of Article 16

Which were placed among the orders of the day.

-: The rules being waived,
Mr. Nicholson moved to amend the report of the Committes on
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