6

For BrowN—Messrs. Abercrombie, Chain, Jones, Dayidson, Mc-
Call and Baldwin—6. ;

Messrs. Parker, White, West and Lott were then sworn into
office,

Myr. Call moved that a committee of three be appointed to select
a printer and agree upon terms, and in the meantime to have the
printing of the Senate done, which motion was agreed to and
Messrs, G. W, Call, W. W. MecCall and James Abercrombie were
appointed on said Committee.

duce

A Dill to be entitled an act to call a Constitutional Conven-
tion for the State of Florida; also

Joint resolution in relation to the Convention ; and

Joint resolution in relation to adjournment.

Mr. Dawkins moved that a Committee be appointed to inform
the Governor and the House of Representatives that the Senate is
organized and is ready for business,

- Which motion was agreed to, and Messrs. Dawkins, Starke and
Magbee appointed said Committee.

Mr. Call moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to pro-
cure the necessary Stationery for the use of the Senate ;

‘Which was adopted.

Mr. Chain moved that the rules of the last Senate be adopted to

govern the present Senate until rules be reported by a Committee.
appointed for that purpose ; '
hich was adopted.
On motion, the Senate adjourned untill to-morrow morning, 10
o'elock, ’ ’

0

TUESDAY, November 27, 1860.

The Senate met pursnant to adjournment.

A quorum present.

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Senators from the 3d, 7th and 19th Districts, presented their.
eredentials and were sworn in, by Hon. John Chain, Notary Public,

The President announced the following Standing Committees :

Mr. Call gave notice that on to-morrow morning he would intro- -
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE.

On Judiciary :

Messrs. CALL,

DAVIDSON,

MAGBEE,

ROGERS,
 CHAIN.

On State of Commonwealtk:
Messrs. BROKAW,

INGRAM,
WATLINGTON,
JONES,
ABERCROMBIE.

On Federal Rglations :

Messrs. CALL,

DAWKINS,
McQUEEN,
STARKE,
BOWERS.

On Militia.:

Messrs. McQUEEN,

SIMKINS,
FINLAYSON,
WALKER,
DUNCAN.

On Elections:

Messrs. JONES,

BALDWIN,
DAVIDSON,
CHAIN,
MAGBEE.

On Corporations :

Messrs. MAGBEE,

ROGERS,
CHAIN,
FINLAYSON,
MeCALL.

On Propositions and Gricvances :

Messrs. WATLINGTON,
McCALL,
WALKER,
DAWEINS,
DAVIDSON.

On Engrossed Bills:

Messrs. INGRAM,
MAGBEE,
McQUEEN,
CHAIN.
ABERCROMBIE.

On Ezecutive Department :

Messrs. CHAIN, :
WATLINGTON,
DUNCAN,
BOWERS,
ABERCROMBIE.

On Agriculture:

Messrs. WALKER,
FINLAYSON,
INGRAM,
SIMKINS,
DUNCAN,

On Claims and Accounts®

Messrs. BALDWIN,
McCALL, =
ABERCROMBIE;
STARKE.
BROKAW.

On Tazation and Revenue:
Messrs. FINLAYSON,
INGRAM;
JONES,
‘WATLINGTON,
BROKAW.



On Schools and Colleges :
Messrs. STARKE,

On Internel Improvements
Messrs. DAWKINS,

CALL, BALDWIN,
BROKAW, ROGERS,
WALKER, CHAIN,
ABERCROMBIE. BROKAW.

On Enrolled Bills :
Messrs. SIMKINS,

On Revision of Constitution :
Messrs. ROGERS,

INGRAM, CALL,
DAVIDSON, FINLAYSON,
DAWKINS, BOWERS,
DUNCAN, MAGBEE.

On motion of Mr. Dawkins, the Senate went into an election for
Assistant Secretary of the Senate.

Mr. Davidson nominated B. G. Pringle.

Mr. Dawkins nominated J. D. Bassett.

Mr. Magbee nominated R. L. Bruce.

The vote wos: '

For PrivaLe—Messrs. Bowers, Baldwin, Chain, Davidson and
MeCall—s5,

For Basserr—Mr. President, Messrs. Abercrombie, Call, Daw-
kins, Ingram and Jones—@. _

For Bruce—Messrs. Rrokaw, McQueen, Magbee, Simkins, Stark
and Walker—6.

There not beig a majority, the President declared there was no
election.

On the second ballot, the vote was:

For Privgre—Messrs. Bowers, Baldwin, Chain, Davidson and Mec-
Call—s5,

For Basserr—Mr. President, Messrs. Abercrombie, Call, Dawkins,
Ingram and Jones—6.

For Bruce—Messrs. Brokaw, McQueen, Magbee, Simkins, Stark
and Walker—&6.

There not being a majority for any candidate, the President de-
clared there was no election, and another ballot was taken.,

The vote was:

For PrineLe—Messrs. Abercrombie, Bowers, Baldwin, Chain, Da-
vidson, McCall and Jones—1.

For Bruce—Mr. President, Messts. Brokaw, Call, McQueen, Mag-
bee, Simkins, Stark and Walker—8.

For Basserr—Messts. Dawkins and Ingram—a2.

Therc not being a majority for any one candidate, there was ne
election,

]

My, Dawkivs withdrew the vdme of Mr. Busseit,

Another ballot was taken, and the vote Was § o '

Tor PringLe—Messrs, Abercrombie, Baldwin, Chainy; Davidson,
Jones and MeCall—6. - ) .

¥or Bruce—Mr, President, Messrs. Brokaw, Call, Dawkins, Tn-
gram, McQueen, Magbee, Simkins, Stark and Walker—10.
® Mr. Bruce was declared clected Assistant Secretm-r\,’.

On motion of Mr, Abercrombie, the rules were waived, and Le al-
lowed to introduce without previous notice, _ N

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish the Planters’ and Mer-
cbants’ Bank of Pensacola. _ .

Mr. Call gave notice that he wounld on some future day introduce
the following bills, viz: ) ' o

A bill to be entitled an Act making certian appropriation for the
support of the Government ; ) 4

li‘{) bill to be entitled an Act to charter the Sounthern Export and
TImport Company ; - o '

E bill to ble c%t’it]ed an Act to facilitate Criminal Px-ocee(l_lllg:s ;

A bill to be entitled an Act to stay Executious for a certain time ;

A Dill to be entitled an Act to require the different counties t(;'
hay the expenses of Jurors and State Witnesses in certain cases ; anc
! i& bill z%)be entitled an Act to define the mode of selecting Grand
and Pettit Jurors in this State. i

Mr. Baldwin gave notice, that he wounld at some future day, ask
leave to introduce ' ‘

A Dill to be entitled an Act to suspend the action of sections 6th
and 11th of the Act to anthorize the business of Banking in this
State, passed Dec. 1852 ; '

A resolution for the relief of L. I. Fleming ; also, i

A bill to be entitled an Act to increase the compentation of the
Solicitors of this State. .

Mr. Brokaw gave notice that he would at some future day intro-
duce, ] '

A Dbill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Leon Cavahe?s.

Mr. Davidson gave notice that he would at some future day intro-
duce, '

A Dbill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to secure certain
rights to married women ; also,

gA bill to be entitled an Act to allow James R. Green, of Gadsden
county, to contract and be contracted W1t1.1. )

Mr. Brokaw moved that 4 committee of three be appointed to se-
lect a Chaplain; _

‘Which \Iv)vas nzlopted, and Messrs. Brokaw, Baldwin and Ingram
was appointed said committee,

2
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On miotion of Mr. Tngram, 73 copies of the Standing Comdnitttees
were ordered to be printed for the vse of the Senate. "

Mr, .Call purshant to previous notice, introduced,
_ A bill to be entitled an 3¢t to call a Constitutional Convention
for the State of Florida; also, ‘

JO}nt resolution in relation to the Convention ; and,

Joint resolution in reiation to adjournment,

Mr. Call moved that a committee of three be appointed to draft
1-1'1les'_t9r the Senate and joint rules for the use of buth Honses;

Which was adopted, and Messrs: Call; McQueen and Chain ap-
pointed said committee.
_ Mr. Baldwin rcad preamble aud resolutions of a meeting of the cit<
izens qf Jacksonville ;

'\:.’h]c'h upon motion, was laid upon the table:

The following message was received from the Governor :

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

. Exscurive DeparTaunT, |
TarLsnasser, November 26th, 1860,  §

v N » -
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :

The crisis, long expected by men of observation and re-
flection, has at length come. A series of aggressions and
insults, commencing forty years ago, by the Northern States
against the Southern, and increasing in aundacity as time
rolled on and the South forbore, has been pushed to a point
at which further forbearance of the South would justify the
allegation that we “are afraid to resist.”

The election of Lincoln and Hamlin to the two highest
offices in the confederacy, viewed in connection with the
circnmstances that led to the result, and the determination
of Northern fanatics to urge their mad schemes, regardless
of the welfare and the security of the Southern people,
onght to extinguish any desire of the latter to prolong their
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conection with those who show such an ntter disregard of
covenanted rights and of plighted faith.

I will not insult your intelligence or trespass on your pa-
tience by recounting the aggressions alveady perpetrated, or
by referring to those that must follow our submnission. For
myself, in full view of the responsibility of my position, I
most decidedly declare that in my opinion the only hope the
Southern States have for domestic peace and safety, or for
fature respectability and prosperity, is dependent on their
action now ; and that the proper action is—Secession from:
our faithless, perjured confederates.

But some Southern men, it is said, object to secession mun-
#il some overt act of unconstitutional power shall have been
committed by the General Governmenit; that we ought not
to secede until the President and Congress unite in passing
an act unequivocally hostile to our institutions and fraught
with immediate danger to our rights of property and to our
domestic safety, My countrymen! if we wait for such an

overt act, onr fate will be that of the white inhabitants of’

St. Domingo.

But wh wait for this overt act of the General Govern-
ment? What is that Government? It is but the trustee,
the common agent of all the States, appointed by them to
manage their affairs according to a written constitution or
power of attorney. Should the sovereign States, then—the.
principals and the partners in the association—for a moment
tolerate the idea that their action must be graduated by the.
will of their agents? The idea is preposterous.

Tet it be constantly had in mind, this essential difference.
between the relation in which the thirteen colonies stood to
the British empire and its government and that relation
which the States of this Union occupy towards the federal

power and authority. The colonies were fractional parts of*

one consolidated State. They had no separate organization
or powers, except such as they derived from the King and
Parliament of Great Britain, consequently they stood in the

u
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same relation to that government that the counties of Flori-
da do to the State government. But low different is our
condition! Our general government was created by sepa-
rate, independent sovereign States. It was established for
certain specified purposes, defined by a constitution, which
constitution is a compact between the sovereign States who,
ereated it and all who have become parties to it. The cor-
ONists were sulyjects of the British erown. This they often
acknowledged by petitioning that power for a removal of
their grievances. When, therefore, they resisted the author-
ity of their confessed sovereign, they placed themselves in a
state of rebellion, the purpose of which was revolution.

They knew this, yet did they falter even with the penalty of"

treason staring them in the face? No—they met in conven-
tions—they declared “that governments derived their just
powers from the consent of the governed—that they were
instituted to protect the people in the enjoyment of life, 1ib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness, and that whenever any
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the 24ght of the people to alter or abolish it.” Had they

failed to maintain their asserted rights by the sword, they |

would have been amenable to the penalties denounced

against treason. Dut they succeeded in establishing their -

independence. After this consummation of their noble
struggle, the people of the several colonies, then acknow-
ledged to be free and independent States, formed a new
Confederation by framing and adopting, voluntarily, and
each one for itself, that Constitution which is so flagitiously

violated by many of the parties to the compact of fraternity.

The preamble to this Constitution recites the purposes for
which it was ordained, among which are these: “To estal-
lish justice, insure domestic tranquility,” &ec. Has it effected
these objects? Let the question be answered by the forty
years’ war waged by the Northern States upon the Just rights
of the Southern—by the statute books of those States, dis-
graced with laws expressly designed to defraud us of our
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property, and at the same time insulting us with threats of
fine and imprisonment if we seek to reclaim our Property
even through the operation of that Constitution which they
were sworn to support.  Let it be answered by the machina-
tions of fanatics, and of cold-blooded kmaves, to destroy our
“ domestic tranquility,” and this, not only by secret sedition
and insurrection, but also by avowed efforts, now nearly
consummated, to pervert all the powers of a common gov-
ernment to the perpetration of their fiendish crimes.

Such, fellow-citizens, is a meagre outline only of the piec-
tures of wrong and ontrage that we are expected to endure
nnresistingly. But shall we endure it? Ileaven forbid!
Forbid it the memory and the example of those noble pat-
riots who pledged their “lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor” to maintain their liberty and their rights. Shall we,
the descendants of such sires, relinquish the rich inheritance
thus acquired? Must we jeopard our present security and
our future existence as a free people, by stopping now to re-
argue the abstract question of the right of secession? I
have already adverted to the important difference between
the political responsibilities of the people of the thirteen old
colonies and those which attach to the people of the United
States. The former being subjects, could not withdraw from
or foreibly oppose their government without an act of rebel-
lion, for although they declared it their réght to change their
government, they were fully aware that the right depended
upon their success in maintaining it. Not so with regard to
the people of these States. T%ey are not subjects but citizens
—citizens, owing their first and highest allegiamce to the re-
spective sovereign States. While the States xemain in the
Union, the citizens may commit an act of rebellion against

 their particular States, or against the United States. Dut

the moment that a State, in her sovereign capacity, declares
a dissolution of the Federal ties, her citizens are absolved
from all responsibility to the Federal Government, and the
State released from all conventional obligations to hey former
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associates. And more thah this~—a palpable infraction by
one or more of the cther States of the covenanted rights of
one or more of the others, releases the latier from their obli-
gations to the compact. And of such infractions and “the
mode and measure of redress,” each State has the right to
judge for itself. This is a right inherent in States and can
only be alienated by their voluntary act. In the Constitu-
tion of the United States, there is no relinquishment of this
right—no transfer of it to any other power, tribunal or Judge.
The right consequently remains to the State, perfect and un-
impaired, and it were puerile to dispute about the name of
the thing when the time I:o~ come for proving its efficacy.

Entertaining these views, I most earnestly recommend a
call of a Convention of the people of the State, at an early day,
to take such action as in their judgment may be necessary to
protect and preserve the rights, honor and safety of the peo-
ple of Florida. I would further recommend a revision of the
Militia laws, with a view to a more effective organization of
the Riilitary, and an appropriation of one hundred thousand
dollars a3 o military fund for the ensuing year, to be expend-
ed av fast as the public necessities may require.

' Very respecttully,
M. S. PERRY.

Which was read, and upon motion, 1,000 copies were ordered to
be printed.

On motion of Mr. Call the message was referred to the several
committees to which it refers. .

Upon motion of Mr. Magbee, the rules were waived and he was
allowed to introduce the following preamble and resolution :
Wuerzas, There being great exeltement in the Southern States on

account of the vepeated aggressions of the North against our

Qouthern institutions, and on account of the recent election of a

sectional candidate to the Presidency, who stands pledged to a

“continnous war against Southern institutions; And whereas, The

aggressive policy of the Northern States may change our Federal

relations with the General (Government; Therefore, .

T
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Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Stute of Florida in General Assembly convened, That the General
Assembly of the State will not, for the present, go into an election
of a Senator of the Uuited States.

Mr. Rogers moved that the words “ for the present” be stricken
out, which was accepted by Mr. Magbec, mover of the resolution.

Mr. Baldwin moved that the words “for the present” be restored;

Updt which the yeas and nays were called by Messrs. Call and
Rogers, and were as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs, Abercrombie, Baldwin, Bowers, Chaiu, Davidson,
McCall and Jones—1.

Nays—Mr. Pre:zident, Messrs. Brokaw, Call, Dawkins, Ingram,
Magbee, McQueen, Rogers, Starke, Simkins and Walker—11.

So said motion was lost.

Mur. Call, of the special committee, made the following report :

The Committee appointed to select a Printer and agree upon
terms, ’

REPORT :

That théy have sclected Messrs. Hart & Barefoot of the Seatinel
office, and have agreed upon the same terms paid by the last Gen-
éral Assembly. _

GEO. W. CALL, Ch'n.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish the Plzll.uters’ and Mer-
chants’ Bank of Pensacola. .
The reading of the Bill was dispensed with, and read first time

‘by its title, the rule waived, read a second time by its title, and 100

copies ordered to be printed, and referred to Committee on Corpo-
rations. :

A bill to be entitled an Act to call a Coustitational Convention
for the State of Florida, and Joint Resolutions in relation to Con-
vention, and Joint Resolution in relation to adjournment—were
read first time by their titles, the rule waived and read second time
by their titles, and 100 copies of each ordered to be printed, and
bill and resolutions referred to Committee on Federal Relations.

Oun motion, the rule was waived and the following motions were
allowed to be introduced :

Mr. Call gave notice that he would st some fature day introduce,

A bill to be entitled an Act defining the condition of negroes and
other persons of color in this State.

Mr. Call moved that the Committee on Federal Relations be au-
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thorized to oct as a Joint Committee with the similar committee on
the part of the House.
On motion the Senate took a recess until 3 o’clock, P. M.

= THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The Senete resumed its session.

A quorum present. ,

The following communication was presented by Mr. Call, and
read, and ordered tc be spread upon the journal :

‘Wasuingron Crry, Nov. 20, 1860.

To the President of the Senate and Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the General Assembly of Florida :

Gentlemen :—Allow me, through you, to announce to the
General Assembly, as the electing body under the Constitution of
the United States for Senators in Congress, that npon learning at
any time between this and the 4th day of March next, of the
Jdetermination of Flovida to dissolve her union with the Northern
States, I shall promptly and joyously return home to support the
banner of the State to which my allegiance is owing, and in which
my family altar is established. : :

: Respectfully, your serv.’s,
D. L. YULEE.

Mr. Call moved that a committee of three be appointed to wait
upon the House and lay said communication before that body ;

Which was adopted and Messrs. Call, Ingram and Rogers were
appointed as said committee. . :

Mr. Call asked leave to introduce the following bills :

A Dbill to be entitled an Act to change the mode of selecting
Grand and Petit Jurors in this State ;

A bill to be entitled an Act reqOiring the several counties in this
State to defray the expenses of Juvors and State Witnesses ;

A bill to be entitled an Act defining the conditions of negroes
aud other persons of color in this State;

Which were read first time by their title and placed among the
orders of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. _ )

Puwrsnant to previous mnotice Mr. Call introduced the following
hiils, to-wit :

A bill to be entitled an Act to facilitate criminal proceeding ;

Which was read a first time by its title and placed among the

ovders of the day for a second reading on to-morrow.

1

Also, a bill to be cntitled an Aet makillg appropriations for the
support of Government ;

Which was réad a first time by its title, the rule waived aud read

a second time, and 80 copies ordered to be printed for the use of
the Senate. :

On motion of _Mr. Dawkins, the Senate adjonrned until 11 o'clock;
to-morrow morning,

O,

WEDNESDAY; November 28, 1860,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

A quorum present.

The following amendment to yesterddy’s procecdings w
and Booten, y y's p ings was offered

“The committee appointed by the Senate to inform the House of
l?ep.resentatw.es of the organization of the Senate, and to act with a
similar committee on the part of the House to jnform His Excellens
cy the Governor, that the General Assembly is organized and ready
to receive communication, returned, and having discharged their da-
ties, was discharged.” : b

R. L. Bruce, Assittant Secretary, and W R. Coulter, M P,
were sworn into office by Hon. Joylll,n Chain, i o Tesenger

Mr. Chain gave notice that after to-day he would ask lesve to in-

troduce the following bills ;

A bill to be entitled an Act to protect occups y 3
bill pants or settlers upon
the public lands of the State of Florida, in the; i
their improvements thereon ; ’ i possession of and to
A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law of thi St regu-
lating the issue of the process of garnishment ; B 'ate e
A bill to be extitled an Act to make Senean Brown, wife of Hen-
ry Brown, a free dealer ; and, ’
A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the road laws of this S
tate,
Mr. Call moved that the Door-keeper and Sergeant-at-Arins be ags
thonzed'to have such fastenings placed on the Senate door as will
prevent it from being opened so readily,
Which was adopted.
Mr. MeQueen moved that the Committee on Militia be authorized

to act as a joint committee with a similar committ. .
the House; 1ttee on the part of

Which was adopted.
3
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