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pnvxlencu" concluding the argument in defence of the contbsted

-seat of Mr. Brokaw.

» On motiow of Ml Holland, 1\11 Papy was allowcd the concluding

r cmm Iis.

On wotion, a call of the Scnate was then made and a quoulm
being present, the question was npon the following resolutions :
[Sec resolutions reported by Comrmttee] '
The yeas and nays bemo called for, the vote was: )
Yeas—DMr. President, Messrs. Cl.uv Carter, Sm)th, A}.DOW Coop-
cr, Hopkins, Roper and Holland—9.
NdVS-—l\']CSblS Abercrombie and Norwood—2.

Which were adopted.
Messrs. Allison and Scott having requested to be e\cuscd from

-voting, permission was granted them.,

-On motion, the Senato then adjourned until teno 'clock to- mouow .
mommo

THURSDAY,; November 20th.
Sénate met pursuant to adjournment.
President in the chair.

‘Quorum present.

"The Journal of yestcrdfty was uad corrected and apprev ed.

President declared motions in order.

Mr. Haughton, the newly elected Assistant . f ccxetm_y of the
iScoate 'lppealcd and was sworn in, |, .

- Mr, Taylor moved that a committee of tthL be appointed by the
President of the Senate for the purpose of revising, altering and
amending the Raules of the Senate which were adopted at the pres-
‘ent session of the Senate,

Which was agreed to, and Messrs. Taylor, Abercrombic and
fTogue appointed said committee.

Mr. Allison gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to
introduce a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act
concermng Wills, Letters Testamentary, and Letters of Administra-
tion, and the duties of Executors, Administrators and Guardians.

Mr. Hogue moved that the Senate now ploceed to elect one En-
grossing and one Enrolling Clerk,

Which was agreed to. -

Mr. Abercrombie nominated Mr. John Brass for Engrossing
Clerk.

M. Hogue nommated Mr, J. L. Tatum for Englossmg Clerk,

The iollowmg was the vote :
For Brass—Mr. President, Messts. Abelclomble, Hopkms and

‘Smith—4.
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_ Por Tarum—DMessrs. Allison, Arnow, Clary, Carter, Holland,
Hogne, Roper, Scott 'md'laylor—u o

BLANh—l\ll Norwood.

Mr. Tatum was declared clected. :

Mr..Hogue nominated Mr. West, of Leon, for Emollmg Clerk.

Mr. Holland nominated M. Dav1s, of Jeﬁerson as Enrolling
Clerk. ’

The following was the vote :

.For W 87— Messrs. Arnow, Clary, Carter, Hopkins, Hogue,
Roper Scott and Taylor—8.

For Davis—Mr. President, Messis. Abercrombie, Allison, Iol-

i

* Jand and Smith—5. . ;

Brans—Mr. Norwood.

" Mr. West was declared ‘clected. :

Mr. ITopkins moved the Sergeant-at-Arms be mstructed to furnish

~'the miembers of ‘the Senate with a copy of the journals of the last

:'segsion ; and also a copy of the Consmtutlon and ‘erdinances of the
‘Lonventlon, ' )

Which was adopted. -

Mr. Holland ‘gave notice that at dome Future day he will ask leave

) ‘to introduce the following Dbills:

_A Dill for the relief -of .Calhoun county, aud to establish the re-
scords of said" county.

Also, a bill to punish persons who refuse the Treasury Notes :of
the Confederate States,’or the Treasury Notes of the State of Florida.

-Also,"a bill to allow ‘officers of Insurance Companies to hold their
offices until their successors are elected, where such elections cannot
be held 6n account of the war.

~ Also, a bill to ax cotton for the relief of soldiers’ families,

,Also, a bill to incorporate the Apalachicola Channel Company.

““Mr. Allison moved a Committee be appointed to inform the House
‘of Representatives that the Scnate is'now organized and prepared to
proceed to business,

‘Which was passed.

Messrs. Allison, Hopkrns and Czuter, were appointed smd Com-
mittee. .

Mr. Abercrombie moved that in cousequcncc of the illness in Dr.
Russell's family, he be excused for an indefinite time,

‘Which was adopted. .

Mr. Abercrombie gave netice that he would on some future day

’ mtroduce a bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Courfs of

Escambia county; also, :

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the removal of slaves and
wother property from the State.

Mr. Holland moved that a Committee be appomtecl to act with a
similar Committee on the part of the Hounse to inform his Excel-
lenuv the Govemm that the General Assembly of the Btate is now
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organized and prepared to recgive any commuaication he may de-
sire to make thereto, : .

‘Which was passed. . -

The President appointed the following gentlemen said Commit- -
tee: Messrs. Holland, Hogue and Cooper. ~ s -

-Mr. Arnow gave notice that he would, en some fature day, intro-
duce a resolution requesting the Postmaster General of the Confede~
rate States to rescind his order of F. ebroary 27th, 1862, concerning:
mail route 65 in this State. ' o
- The President announced the following Standing Gommittees s

 STANDING COMMITTEES.

 On the Judiciary : 7 On Engrossed Bilis.-' :
Messrs. HOGUE, "~ “Mesars. ABERCROMBIE,
" HOLLAXD, COOPER, .
ALLISON, .. .scorr,
NORWOOD. R CLARY,
TAYLOR. o ) ROPER.
On the Stale of Commonuealth. .. On Bniolied Bills:
Mossrs. COOPER, - Messrs. TAVLOR,
" ALLISON, " HOGUE,
. ABERCROMBIE, SCOTT,
ARNOW, © CLARY, ..
CLARY. SMITH.
o Onp C’orporatioaz;s.vv . On the Beecutive Dq)artmenvl,-‘
. .Messrs. RUSSELL, Messrss ALLISON, .~
ALLISON, : - HOPKINS,
ARNOW, HOGUE,
TAYLOR, : HOLLAND,
ROPER,  SMITHL. _
On Schools and Colleges. . - On Military Afairs,
Messts. ARNOW, | Mossrs. HOPKINS,
" HOGUE, . COOPER,
SMITH, - - SCOTT,
SCOTT, HOLLAND,
NORWOOD. TAYLOR.




. - . N . . ) .
‘ : i L]
-’--'Oﬁ’fPrapoéiﬁonk and Grievances.  On Tawation and Revense:

Messrs, COOISER:

ALLISON, :
HOPKINS
RUSSELL,
SCOTT _
N Im,‘e; nafi Im;n ovemants‘ - - On Oonjbderate Edwﬁons.
Me rs. ALLISON ¢ Messms, NORWOOD,
- _COOPER,‘ " RUSSELL,
N BERCROMBIE, : HOGUE,
LARY, . CARTER,

RNOW o . ARNOW
‘ On. .Publzc Lands.
Messrs ARNOW

RUSSELL
~SCoTT, - ’
ABEPCROMBIE,
M | HOLLAND.
S \On anance and Publw Accmmts “On Agriculture,
_ Messrs RUSSELL -Messrs SMITH,
‘HOPKINS, . B HOPKINS,
. COOPER, " . CRUSSELL - . v
'.HOGUE o ABERCROMBIE, ’
ABERCROMBIE. ROPER .

Mr Ho]land moved that the Committee on leltarv Affairs be

¥equested to' repoat without delay ablll to organize and arm the -

wmilitia, . .
G Ado.pted -~ ;
5 Mr. Allison mtmduced ? »I'esolutmn relative o deceased soldiers,
" Which - was, on motion, read the Ist, 2d and 3d times, and put
. mpon its passage, with the followmg 1esu]t
“Yeas—Mz. President, Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Arnow, Clary,
Carter, Ceoper Hopkins, Holland, Hogue, Norwood, Roper, Smlth
Scott aylor—15,
( one.
8o th resolution passed. :
“Ordered that- the same be-certified to the Sen‘lte.
The J@lnt (,mmmtteu dppointed to inform the House of the- Organ-

§

%

[




_their. dutv

_‘poiuted 4aid" Committee,

* tain:the services of a Chaplam dm‘mrr “thé

.Hotice;:a bill to'be entitled @t act o' amend-an act

'_ ment the vote was as follows: . ¢
“Kins, Holland, Roper, Smith and Tay101—-10

' Scctt-—5

whlch is as follows s -

‘

‘The ‘commitgee. appomted to ‘act W1th a smnlar commltpee
of the House to inform the'Governor of the-organization
eral Assembly, retarned and 1eported that they had pef
duty, and were: dischiarged.

- Mr. Arnow moved that the President appmnt a.comn
2 printer for. the Senate, o
"‘Whichi' was agleed to; and Messxs Alno v,'

Mr. ‘Arnow, moved that’ thé'Prcmdent a.ppemt d ‘coti
: th

-~ Which-was agreed to, and. Mcssrs
peinted said: committes, - - :
‘The rule being. waived,, Mr Alh on ntroduced,:

{

TLetters Testamentary, and :Letters of- Admlmbtratx
of Execators Administrators-and, Guardlaus, oo
 Which was read the first’ ‘and seuoné $imes.’

" Mr. Holland moved to insert, aftet the words . “Bonds,‘of the"Con- -
federate States;” the words *or Bonds issued by the Stateof Florida”
_ but not Internal ¥mprovement, Seminary, Ca 311 or Ral roa 1s Bonds

or any « other Bonds issued to aid (Jorporatlon
.The yeas and nays being called upon t

Ayes—-Messrs Abercrombie, Arnow; -

Nays—Mr. President, Messxs Allison, H

-8o the’ amendmcnt was adopted, and smd 1)111 orde
encrrqssed for & third-reading on to-morrow.
The Governot’'s Message was rccewed and ot
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Tallahassee, November. 17, 1862. §

Fellow. Czéwens of the Senate ‘

‘and. House of Representatwes

~ Since the adjournment of the last General Assembly im-
portant events Lave occurred in the-State Our enemy, the
United' States, have taken possession of Pensacola, Fernan-
dina, St. Augustine, and the St. John’s River. The loss of
property to the State, and to many of our fellow citizens
individually, has been immense, but a brave and genelous
people never’ complain of sacuﬁces necessary to the main-
tenance of their freedom and -independence, and will ever
cheerfully and cordially exert themgelves to uphold the gov-
ernment of their choice, tg,which tley have confided all their
means of protection. The enemy threaten not simply,. to
.>11b3uga.te Florida, but to drive off, rob or murder the citi-
zens, and to colonize the State W1th negroes and foxelgners
To give iealful effect to the (habohcal threat, much reliznce
is placed upon a Tecent pmclamatlou of Hls Excellency
Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States. As

ic—d

_the means the most terrific which could be devised to alarm

the people of the South, and thus terminate the bloody war
maugmated by the fa,natlclsm and wicked folly of the Abo-
litionists of thé North, President Lincoln has been induced
to issue a Ploclamatlou, attested by his distinguished Secre-

- tary of State, Hon. William H. Seward; emancipating the

slaves in States which refuse to recognise his power, and to

be represented in the Congregs of the United States.
. ' :
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ey

‘The Proclamrtion has been regarded by the people of the
Confederate £t-tzs with scorn and contenipt, and the effects

produced Uy it 131 the minds of enlightened and patriotic

* statesien in the United States and Europe, have presented
to the consideration of President Lincoln his own despma,b](,
character as a perjured usurper and malignant tyrant.
* Thus placed kors de combat with the Judoment of civilized
nations, his pitying sympathizers, to relieve the distingunished
President from the disreputable position, have insinuated
that he issued.the Proclamation to’ convinee pestiferons
fanatics of their folly, ‘ascan ancient king of England and
Denmark did, when, “to confound his ﬂattelels he seated
himself npon‘the strﬁ'nd and commanded the waves to retire,”
But, \' unfmtm:iately for his Excellency, his Proclamation
1llust1ates the wicked folly of Belbhazzax, rather than the
wisdom of Canute.

Belshazzar sacrilegiously polluted the golden vessels that

were taken out of the house of God which was at Jer usaloin '

meoln with a traitor’s ambition, has desecy: ated the Consmtu-
" gion of his countly, which was révercd as the Pmlla,dmm oft
civil liberty and the ark of its political safety. Under the
righteous condemnatlon of all statesmen .of intelligence and
patriotism, President TLincoln now tremblingly beholds

written “upon the plaster of the Wall S MENL MEN E,

TEKEL UPIIARS]'_N » : .

'

STATE TROOPS "AND STATE DEFENCES. .

e

" TFlorida has responded fully to every call made fdr- troops, _

to sustain the Confederate Government. Previous to the
Act of Congress known as” “the Conseript Act,” nearly all
capable of be’um@ arms had volunteered. for Confederate.
service.

When the last General Aswmbly adjourned, M1dd1e I‘lo.
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Yida, dnd that Pdlt of West Florida Dbebwedii Apalachicold
and Choctawhatchee River, were detended exclusively and
‘successtully by troops in the service of the State.

' There were no Confederate forces in the State Last of

. Choctawhachee River, except those at Fernandina, at St.

Augustine, and neat the St. John’s River, and at Tampa.
‘On the 14th of January last there was “a called Session
bf the Conventiot, begun and held at the Capitol.”
The President oi the Convention, in his address to it, stated

that “The _principal canse which has moved me to call you

together on this oceasion, is the danger that in my judgment
threatens the finances of the State. . These are extraor dmary
and, momentous times. The difficulties and embarr assments
that nOW press upon our whole countr y—growing out of the
War in which we (ale engaged—make it mecessary to.resort

. to extraor dunry means to enable the State to act hLer pfut In

conducting it.

“The blockade has cut oﬁ all interectuse with other couu~ '
tries, and for the present, has rendered useless and valueless
the staples by which our people, bave heretofore been enabled

’ to raise money, and it has become necessary to raise and tse

credit ds a substitutk. +Accor dlnwly, the Greneral Assembl),

-on the léth of Jannary last, passed an Act to a,uthonze the

1ssue of' $500 000 in Treasur y Notes, to be nsed as money
and to sustain their credit, provided that they should be’
received in payment of all dues of "the State, including the

Public Lands ; and on the same day passed also “An A(,t to
. authorize the i 1ssue of Bonds to the amount of $500 000. by
" the Commonwealth of Florida,” making an aggregate of

$1, 000 OQO Bonds and Tleasury Notes.

« Your Convention, ‘on the 26th April, 1861, passed ¢ An
Oldunnce to raise money-for the immediate exigencies of
the State, and for the payment of the pubhc debt. 3

“In the first section of that ordinance it is ordained ¢ That

‘the Governor besand he is hereby authorized to borrow the

sum of @500 OOO to be dpphed first to the debtb of the State,




2§

.md secondly to bmh other 1)1[11)0b0b as th(, wndltwn of tlié.
country may render” nécessary.’ ‘

. In the fonrth section of this or dm(mce it is “ordained
that the revenue ar ising from,the sales of the Public Lands,
e\cept the proceeds of the sales of lands speually set apart
for Education and Internal Improvement, shall be primarily

_applied to the payment of the interest of the BOHdb enacted :
by this ordinance.’

“On the 20th April, 1861, the Conventlon passed an or-
dinance supplementa,l to the ordinance just, 1eclted the first
section of which is, ‘Be it ordained by the People of the
State of Florida in Convention assembled, that the Reglatel :
of Public Lands of this State be and he is hereby directed and-
instructed to receive in payment for any lands heretofore
sold, or that may be hereafter sold, through or by his oﬁice,
notlnng but gold or silver coin, or: the bills of solvent Banks, .
anything that may be contained in any act of. the G‘renelal )
Assembly to the contrafy notwithstanding.’

« It is mahifest, therefore, that the General Absembly and’
the Convention felt the'necessity of makmg preparation: for .
the crisis, and’ both did'so ; but their schemes of finance zue
in some respects mconmstent and conflict. .

«The Act of the General Assembly “authorizes the pm- -
" ¢hase of Public Lands with Treansm 'y Notes of the State—

the ordinance of the Conventlon forbids it. The ordmanqe
of the Convention aleo repealed the Act of the General’
. Assembly anthouzmg a loan of $500,000 upon Bonds of the
. State, leaving in force ‘the Act’ directing the issue of $500 -
000 in Treasury Notes, and the ordlnance of the (Jonventlon”'
authouang tlie Governor to borrow . $5OO 000 upon the §
~ per cent. -Cotipon Boiids of the State. In the practical
: woero of thése schemes of hnance, it 13 found the. Coupon
Bonds of the State, authorized to be issued by the Conven-
tion, cannot be sold, and the money coutemplated to be -
raised by this means is not available, leaving the only




AU

e

g R L e e T

pepearrhey

2=

Sk .
e

I AT R

R

e

TITMEY

e e -

29
‘“e:.om ce: fo1 the supply of money f01 the State the Tx ea,sm N
Notes. ., . : ~

0 To sustam the ‘credit. of these notes thel efore has'
bccome a matter of vital importance ‘to the State,’ Wlth
them she must pay her -debts, meet her. current -expenses, s -
and defray the expenses 'of her army. ‘To suffer them to-
depl eciate would entail upon her people a dlsastel that Would"
be, appaihng indeed..

«“Hows it may be asked, can the Convention accomphsh \
this desxrable objeet ? Let it be rephed by the application
of every résource within her powér or control.” - '

¢ The Act of the Geteral Assembly 6f the 14th Februal Y,y -
1861, provides that they shall be recéived in all the dues of -
the, State. - - Let the Convention 80 modliy, amend or repeal
the mdmances heretofore passed, that they may be received
in"payment of the proceeds of the sales 6f public lands here-
tofme made or hereafter'to be'made, and anthorizé the hold-.
 £6 invest them in the 8 pek cent. Coupon Bonds, dn'ected

"1 £0 be issued by Ordinance No. 34, These are the resources,

of ‘the State that oceur t6 niy miind as fairly and properly .
apphcable to the object of ‘sustaining the credit of the Treas~
try Notes. I commend the subject to the earnest consider-
atlon of the Convention,- hoping that by your wisdom ‘the
well bemg of the commonwealth may be provided for through
the trying crisis in ‘which we ‘are involved.”

It .Was no doubt presumed when" the Conventlon had as-
sembled and accomphshed the alleged purpose for Which it
was called, it would ad]ourn, but it continued i in session from’
the 14th to the 27th of January, and passed many 1mportant
ordmancea, v1t1]ly affecting the best interests of the State.’
It passed an ordinance in the followmg Words as appears by
the J oumal of the Conventlon N

“~Be it ordained by the Peo_ple of ﬂze Smtc of Flomda m'_ ,
Convention assembled; That, whereas, it is the sense of th13:
Uonventxon that in all M]hhuy opemtlons a dlwdcd power

s
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en rrendels confusrou and weakness; that i in'prosecuting this
war of detence, the several Statea are.a unit, 1eplesented by
the Confederate Gover nmeut to which’ the sole powel and
mana.gement of such war of rlght belongs .

. _Be it ther efme OTcZamecZ That the Govér rnor be, and he-

,is hel eby required, on o befme the 10th da.y of Marcli neat
to transfer into the Oonfedez ate service, all fr oops now in the

service of the State 5 and if they fall or refuse to.go, -into -

the Confederate ser vu,e sald troops slmll be dJsbanded 2
‘The troops which were in thie service of the State, wels
ell armed and finely dlsclphned had 1endeled and. were

~ 1endeung eflicient service.~ They. had plotected from . inva-

sion the portion of the State. which - they were’ 1ntended to
‘protect ;. prevented slaves from escaping to the enemy ;. and
had eﬂ'ectually cut. oﬂ' communication between -the enemy
and disloyal persons xear the eoast. Long previous to-the
meeting of the Convention [ had used ever 'y proper influence

to induce the volunteers in the State service to enter- mto,‘

and had apphed to the Secretary of War to receive tnem in

thé ‘Conféderate service, px eserving. their 111111ta1 y orgamza-

tion ; or if he W’ould not do so, to assume the expenses muuled
for the maintenance of -State troops in" the deéfende of the

State. ©€alled upon; byl Jhim, to co-operate in the detence of

the State with. State troops, a doubt could. not be reasonably

entertained of the willingness and duty of the. Confederate
Government to defray all necessary éxpenses.; Tor'a prece- .

dent to justify this. opinion, consider the: ]11st01y ;of the

Amencan Revolution, and of the United Sta,tes Grove1 nment .
in tlig adjustment of - Military claims. = Bft - the expense |
. should have been a matter of trivial cons1del atlon compal ed

with the objects to be accomplished.

T regretted very much and yet regiet, the h&.sty action of

the Convention upon the subject. . The effect of their Ordi-

nance was, in spite of every effost I could nmLc, to dlsband =
the State forces a.nd thus Lleatc thc necesmtv of EtbdlldOl]lll” ’
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,Apalachlcola ad othe1 nnportant positions to the ‘mercy of

. the enemy: T’ believed then, and now believe, a more Bue-

cessful defence (,Ollld be made at the city of Apalachlcoh
than at any” pomt on the 1lver, and I believed- aJso, that the
malntenance,pf om pos1t10n at the uty, was necessar y to. the -

he ;pan: of, the Stete I then apphed to the
“1 ala, and Alabama. to ald me wlth forces to

__1 y algument Whlch 1 had the ab1hty
OllvdmanCe o"omo' 111to eﬁ'ect—Pomt-

‘rhan, mpl eeaed w1th the 1mm1nent danorer to Whlch other nn-
pcn tant’pm ts of the Oonfedel aey wexe thereby exposed the

f',_‘ .
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yout prompt and wise legislation upon this subjeet depend,.

perhaps, the lives, liberty and property of your fellow citi
zens—the existence and the Lonor of the State.

You may suppose the late act of Congress and its amend-
ments may interpose insuperable obstacles, in regard to thosc
between the ages of 18 and 45 years. Such, however, is
not the fact. Those between the ages of 18 and 35 have al-
ready been enrolled, and the number capable of efficient
military service are scarcely enongh to malke one company.
Thus, by the enforcement of the Conscript act, the patrio-
tism evinced by Floridians in volunteering to {ight the bat-
tles of the country has been attested and made manifest.
The act of Congress gives a discretion to the President of

the Confederate States, which, under the peculiar circumstan- -

ces of the Btate, he will exercise wisely and judiciously,

The militia may be organized so as to embrace those
under 18 and over 45, to act as minute men, when necessary
to co-operate with forces in Confederate service. Those be-
tween those ages, when organized, may be mustered into
Confederate service for the defences of the State.

The number who in Florida have volunteered in the
Confederate service, and promptly obeyed orders to march
to Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee and other States, has been
made known officially to the proper department of Govern-
ment. In almost every battle that has been fought, Florida
has been honorably distinguished by her gallant sons. Many
of themy have nobly fallen, vindicating fearlessly and un-
flinchingly-the sacred rights and high character of intelli-
gent freemen. Florida feels the inspiring loss, and should
be animated by it to sustain during the war, the distin.

guished position won by the chivalry of her sons.

THE CONSCRIPT ACT,

You may believe it to be my duty to express the opiniong

I entertain, with regard to the constitutionality und expedi-
5 : . :




pnoy of the Act of Congress, called the Conseript Law.—
‘When notified by the Secretary of War of the passage of the.

Act, and when I read it, and reflected upon the causes which

induced Congress to pass it, the impression made upon my
mind was, that the extraordinary circumstances which threat

ened the dishandment of the army in the field, and the Con-
federate States with subjugation by the enemy, demanded
of Congress extraordinary legislation, and that if the Aect
was Tiot constitutional, it was a judicial question, which should
be decided, if at all, by the proper department of Govern-
ment, and that each individual whose rights might be con-

* pidered in jeopardy, wonld have the protection of an enlight-

ened judiciary. I did not consider it necessarily, a question,
of political power between the Confederate and State Gov-
ernment. Moreover, in the existing condition of political
and social affairs, concert of action between the State Gov-

‘crnments and the Confederate Government was and is nee-

essary to the successful maintenance of the war with the
United States, the achievement of the independence of the
Confederate States, and the protection of the lives, liberty
and property of the citizens of the respective States. Iknow
that it is frequently said, that “ vigilance is-the price of 1ib-
erty,” and that the independence and sovereignty of the
States, should be equally guarded against the encroachments
of Confederate power. The unity of interest between the
States is such that I entertain no serious apprehension of
permanent detriment to the rights of the Statéé,, and while I -
appreciate the axiom that ¢ vigilance is the price of liberty,”
I consider it much more important, during the existence of
the war, to watch and bafile the purposes of the enemy, than
with skeptical apprehensions to criticise and defeat the pux-
poses of the Government of our choice, administered by
gtatesmen of our own selection, If circumstances would have-
justified delay, it would have been much more satisfactory
for the Geeneral Assemblies of the 1jesp'ec§ive States to have
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enacted laws for the accomplishment of the purposes de-
signed by the act of Congress, but the demand for immedi-
ate action in the premiscs was imperative: There was no
time for argnment or eontroversy. The &iemy had caleu-
lated the causes whicli threatened our arniies with disband-
ment, and boasted of thie prospects afforded for our subju-
gation. The war still fages with almost unabated fury

~on the part of the eneniy. Impending clouds of destruetion

hover over, dnd threaten fli¢ destraction of owr liberties, of
all nghts of property, aid the dighonor of our wives and
ehildren. These threatened evils can only be prevented b“y
toncert.of action between the State Governments and the
Confederate Goveérnment, and the indomitable and invindi-
ble courage and unfaltering patiiotism of our-entire popii-
lalion.

God forbid ! that you, of I should do, directly or indirect-
ly, aught to irtipede the victory of our arms. Let us do all
in our power to animate our brave and suffering soldiers,
and to expedite the glorious triumph which awaits their
deeds of generous daring.

Let Florida always be ready to yield upon the altar of the
country herlast son and her last dollar to miaintain thé
struggle against the usurpation of the United Sfates in at-
tempting to degrade the women, children and freemen of
the South.

THE WAR TAX.

S

Tt affords me pleasure to inform. your honorable body, that
the War Tax imposed last year by the Confedérate Congress,
was promptly paid as soon as the amount could be ascer-
tained, and without ity discount or loss upon the Tleasmy
notes authonzed by the General Assembly to be issued

for that purpose. The amount authorized to be issued was

$50.0,000', but only $233,000 was signed and prepared to
be issued. 'This amount proved to be more than was neces-
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gary. . But I supposed from the data bétore me at the time;

that it would be barely suflicient. Being -called upon by
the oficer in command of the department to advance, on
the credit of the Confederate Government, 96,436 and
cleven cerits, to enable him to pay the Regiments who
were ordered from our State the amount which was due
them previous to their departure; I advanced the amount
upon the Confederate Treasnrer’s certificate of deposit. At
the time I had not been notified of the full amount of the
War Tax, the returns of assessment not having been cony
pleted, and believed that by advancing the amount in State
Treasury Notes, I would accomplished two objects, viz: the
payment of ourtroops, and in returry for thé amount ad-
vanced receive funds which were necéssary to be had to
pay the balance of the War Tax. This amount is now in
the State Treasury to be applied to the paymént of debts
which will be due from the State the first of January next.

TREASURY NOTES.

I would respectfully suggest to the General Assémbly to
grant authority to arrange for, and deposite suitable fund

in solvent Banks in other States, t6 stustain the eivenlation

of the Treasury Notes of Ilorida in those Stafes; and thus
enhance the value of the bonds of the State, ds well as sus-
tain the credit of the Treasury notes as a cirenlating me.
dium. | ' ' ‘

REPORTS OF HEADS OF DEPARBMENTS.

Herewith is submitted to your consideration reports mads

to me by the Attorney General, the Comptroller, the Regis.
ter of lands, and the Treasuret.

Many important facts are stated, and valuable suggestions
made in the respective reports, to which your attention is
Fespectfully mvited.
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The Treasurer’s and Comptroller’s reports will exhibit to’
your consideration the fiscal affairs ofthe State. These re-
ports show, as usual, that the expenditures.of the State, even’
for civil purposes, exceed the receipts. I have had no reason

to change the opinions which were expressed in a message =

to the last Greneral Assembly as to tlie most advisable plan of
reducing the expenditures. These opinions appear upon the
journal; and it is deemed unnecessary to repeat them.

To dérive the means necessary to meet the expenditures

" and sustain the Government, is a matter within your dis-
cretion, and is to be provided for by suitable legislation -

It is difficult and perhaps extremely unjust.to enforce laws
for the collection of taxes against the property of the brave
men who are absent from the State fighting the battles of
the country, and especially against the property of such as
are poor, and have left scarcely means enough, if enou(rh to
aid in the support of their families.

The amount which has been paid for military purposes
has been prepared, arranged in duplicate vouchers, and sub-
mitted through Col. Hugh Axrcher, the Adjutant and In-
spector General of the State, (as a special agent of the State,)
to the consideration of the proper department of the Con-

federate Governmrent. = His report relative thereto is here-..
with submitted. :

LOAN TO TIE PENSACOLA AND GEORGIA RATL ROAD,

Sitfee the adjournment of the last Gengral Assembly, and

at & time when an assault upon Fernandina was threatened
-and expected, the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company
had the misfortune to lose by fire their foundry, machineg
shops, one of the locomotives, and all the oils and materials
necessary to the operations of the road. I was informed by
the Presxdent of the Road that owing to this misfortune and
the eonsequent want of materials, as well as the want of
money to procure them, the order of the officers in command:

it e -
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of the Military Department could not be executed. Brig
General Trapier at the tinte was at Fernandina, gallantly
awaiting the expected attack of the enemy. The Confede~

~ rate Government had neither money nor agent here to sup-

ply the means, and agreeably to the authority vested in the
Governor of the State by the first section of the 84th ordi-
nance of the Convention then in force, as the Governor of
the State I procured by loan from the State Bank of Florida
Five Thousand Dollars, and advanced the amount to the
President of the Road, upon the faith of the Confederate
Government to refund money advanced necessary for the

. support of military operations: The advancement of the
. amcunt was necessary to ensure the transportation of the

forces and munitions of war requisite for the defences of
Fernandina and East Florida generally. The amount has
since been refunded to the State—the note given me has
been paid and cancelled.

1aE $21,000 DRAFT.

It is perhaps due to the State and to myself to allude to
a cireumstance referred to by a committee in a report to the
last Convention. In the report it is stated, “ Your com-
mittee cannot omit to note the fact that $21,000 of the funds
of the State were in the hands of the Governor at the time
his first communication in response to the resolution of the
Convention was made, and no infermation given thereof.”
In regard to this matter there seems to have been a misap-
prehension of facts. By reference to the first communica~
tion made by me, according to the journal of their proceed-
ings, it will appear that I had expressed a desire to receive
a committee of disereet men, free from prejudices, to besent
by the Convention, to whose prudence I could entrust a
knowledge of facts that I was unwilling, for the credit of the
State, to make public. One fact was that the Treasury oy
the State was empty ; that to subsist our forces in service;
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the only reliance, without unnecessary sacrifice, was a draft
of $21,419,50 which kad not yet been discounted, and which,
if discounted and the proceeds placed in the Treasury, wounld
be drawn out upon warrants upon. civil claims, and leave the
forces at Apalachicola without the means of subsistence.
‘When the committee was appointed and visited the Execu-
tive Chamber this draft was exhibited to the committee, and
the reasons for my keeping control of it explained, and in
presence of gentlemen who were present, the committee ap-*
proved of my course. The draft could not be discounted in
Tallahassee, but was soon after sent to Savannah and dis-
counted, the proceeds deposited in the Treasury and used
for the purposes for which the amount was intended. It is
not to be presumed that any members of the Convention
were anxious to have the draft discounted and the money
placed in the Treasury, drawn out to pay the expenses of
the Convention, and thus leave the troops to suffer for the
means of subsistence.

AID TO INDIGENT FAMILIES OF VOLUNTEERS, &C.

I would respectfully recommend to your honorable body
to make ample provisions to secure the necessary food and
clothing to the indigent families of those who have volun-
teered or been bronght into service as comscripts. A fund
should-be provided for the purpose by taxation, the amount
thus raised deposited in the State Treasury and prudently

_ distiibuted. In pursuance of the spirit manifested by Con-

gress in imposing *“the War Tax” those who' are in ser-
Vice, whose entire property does not amount to five hundred
dollars, should be exempted from such taxation. The plan
of relief devised by the last Legislature is imperfect. There
are several counties in the State where the amount ot prop-
erty is not sufficient to raise by a county tax the means ne-
vessary. all in these counties particularly, the citizens have

1
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m anifested their patriotism by volunteering and leaving their
parents, wives and childen, dependent upon the good will
and faith of the State for their support. -

In considering the provision made in other States for this
purpose, my mind has been favorably impressed with the

act passed by the General Assembly of Alabama, a copy of

which is herewith submitted, and to which your attention is
respectfully invited.

DISTILLERIES,

" Phere is no statute of the State forbidding distilleries. Cir-
eumstances connected with the present war have "exhibitecd
prominently the wicked influences of intemperance. Nev-
ertheless the Confederate Government have deemed it nec-
essary to have Whiskey and Alcohol distilled for medicinal
purposes, and a correspondence between Dr. E. 'W. Johng
the Medical Purveyor and myself is hereby attached, to
which your attention is respectfully invited. I am anxious
that Floyida should afford every facility to, the Confederate
Government to provide for the healtli and comfort of the
soldiers, but candor requires me to say, that with the pros-
pect before us of the continued scarcity of flonr which is
now experienced, my judgment does not approve of the policy

of converting corn into whiskey or aleohol. The corn will be

needed by thé people for bread, and to feed the immense

_ number of horses which are -in use for military purposes.

Notwithstanding the alleged bountiful crop of corn, it is al.
ready commanding high prices, and in proportion to the
amount which shall be distilled, the price will be increased
and lessen the opportunities of the poor and needy to PlO-
cme bread.

Moréover, experience has proved tha,t in sowme instances,
intemperance has been the alleged cause of defeat to our
arms, afl that among the healthy ardent spirits create a
mor bid appetite which exerts the most demoralizing influences
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vention had the power to invest them, with extraordinary power “to declare
martial law, to such extent, in such places and at such times as shall be
required by the exigencies of public affairs to arrest and detain all disloyal
and disaffected persons whose being at large they shall deem inconsistent
with the public safety; to order and enforce (subject to the owner’s right to
receive due compensation from the State) such disposition or appropriation
of private property for public uses as the public necessity shall appear to
them to require; to make and cause to be executed all such orders,
regulations and amendments as they shall from time to time find expedient,
in cases of imminent danger from invasion or otherwise, for bringing into
service, organizing and supporting the whole, or any part of the population
of the State, to be employed in the public service, and also for maintaining
such efficient police as shall by them be thought necessary; to make, secure
or employ arms or munitions of war, and whatever else may be required for
the defence of the State; to constitute and appoint such agents as shall be
necessary for the more efficient execution of the powers hereby confided to
them; for these purposes to draw money from the public Treasury by
warrants from the Comptroller for the same, which warrants the
Comptroller is hereby required to issue on their demand; to make all such
nominations and appointments for military offices as the Governor has
heretofore been authorized to make; to fill all offices and appointments
when there is any vacancy for default of action by the General Assembly, or
otherwise during a recess, and to fill any vacancy which may occur in the
Council by reason of the death, resignation, or removal from the State, of
any one of the members thereof chosen by this Convention.”

In the execution of these extraordinary powers it is provided in the
5" section of said Ordinance, "That the Governor and any two of the
members of Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business, and the con-



43

currence of a majority of all present shall be required for the validity of any
action in which the Governor and Council are required to act conjointly.”

When the Convention assembled, soon after their organization,
they informed me of their presence by a committee. Composed of
respectable gentlemen from various positions of State I extended the
civilities due to fellow citizens of commanding influence, but frankly
expressed to them the opinion which I entertained, and now entertain, “that
the powers with which they had been invested by the people ceased with the
accomplishment of the objects for which they had been elected as delegates
to represent the people in Convention, as well as by their own action in
Convention, and by the terms of their own adjournment. That I would not,
however, arrogate the right of deciding upon their claims to power, unless
brought in conflict with them in the performance of duties incidental to my
official position, in which event I should, to the best of my ability, ‘preserve,
protect and defend’ the Constitution, and enforce the laws of the State---
that I would extend to them the respect which was due to gentlemen of
intelligence, and afford them every facility, as citizens of the State, for
ascertaining the true condition of State affairs--- especially in regard to
finances—and would be happy to co-operate with them consistently with
the Constitution and laws, in any practical effort, to promote the welfare
and dignity of the State.”

The primary object and purpose of the Convention was to decide
whether or not Florida should secede from the United States—and if she
did, whether or not she would do so alone, or co-operate with other states
in dissolving the Union.

I have no reason to believe that any other questions were
discussed by the people. Upon the issues incidental to these questions
alone, parties were arrayed and delegates to the Convention elected.

The people certainly did not intend to invest the Convetion
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with the ordinary legislative powers. Accustomed to act upon the principles
which time immemorial had established as necessary to the preservation of
civil liberty, they certainly did not intend to intrust their liberty, lives and
property to the caprices of unrestrained legislation. The history of ancient
Republics and of the United States, had taught them to know the value of
constitutional restraints upon legislation and the dangers incident to a
majority despotism. The Congress of the United States and the General
Assemblies of the several States, in their legislative action were subjected to
Constitutional restraints, and no proposition would have been considered
by the intelligent people of Florida more preposterous than a legislative
body without restraint. The Constitution of the Confederate States, and the
Constitution of each of the Confederate States, provides for the exercise of
the veto power, to restrain hasty and detrimental legislation. Of all
despotisms a majority despotism is most dangerous to civil liberty. But if
the people did intend to invest the Convention with sovereign power and the
ordinary power of legislative assemblies, the Convention, by the adoption of
the Constitution which they promulgated on the 27" day of April, 1861, as
the supreme law of the State of Florida, and which they themselves,
(previous to their last meeting,) and the civil and military officers of the
State had sworn to “preserve, protect and defend,” had yielded the powers
of legislation in the terms of the Constitution.

In my judgment very erroneous opinions have prevailed on two
subjects. First, that when the State seceded its own organic Government
ceased. Second, that the people of the State are indebted to the Convention
for the present Constitution of the State.

If the first proposition were true, Florida was not an Independent
Sovereign State, but a mere appendage of the United States Government,
and had no right to secede in a
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political character, although her people as individuals had the right, with a
hazard of rebellion and revolution.

If the second proposition were true, it would be the incident of the first, and
if Florida had no Constitution for the Government and protection of the
people, until Convention adopted the Constitution, there are no statutes or
laws of force in the State, except such as have been enacted, or adopted,
since adoption and publication of the Constitution by the Convention.

The facts are, the Convention did no more have republished the
Constitution of the State which authorized Florida, as a free, sovereign and
Independent State, by the will of her people, through a Convention to
secede. The Convention was authorized to make such amendments to the
Constitution as the cessation of political relations demanded, and for the
amendments made by them, the people are indebted to their wisdom.

The second article of the Constitution provides, 1%, that :the
powers of the Government of the State of Florida shall be divided into three
distinct departments, and each of them confided to a separate body of
magistracy, to-wit: those which are Legislative to one; those which are
Executive to another; and those which are Judicial to another.”

2" “No person or collection of persons, being one of these
departments, shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the
others, except in instances expressly provided for in the Constitution.”

By the 1* section of the 3™ Article of the Constitution, “the
supreme executive power is vested in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be
styled the Governor of the State of Florida.”

By the 1% section of the 4" Article, “the Legislative power of the
State is vested in two distinct branches, the one styles Senate, the other the
House of Representatives,
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and both together, the ‘General Assembly of the State of Florida.”

The 1* section of the 5" Article vests the judicial power of the State
in a Supreme Court, Courts of Chancery, Circuit Courts and Justices of the
Peace—and no one of these departments has any right to exercise any
power belonging to either of the other.

The Convention did not possess Executive, Legislative, or Judicial
powers, but simply delegated authority to exercise the power of the people,
in severing the relations of the State, with the United States, and making
such amendments to the Constitution, as were necessary to Florida as a
free sovereign and independent State, separated from other States, without
detriment to the Commonwealth.

The Convention had no power to destroy the Government of the
State as established by the Constitution, and thus hurl the people into a
state of anarchy and confusion.

The Convention had no right therefore, to create an Executive
Council and invest the Council with Supreme power over the liberty, lives
and property of the citizens.

These opinions I expressed respectfully to the gentlemen whom the
Convention elected as members of the Council, and extended to them the
courtesy due to gentlemen of intelligence, patriotism and integrity.

We had, as you will perceive by the copy of the proceedings
attached, several meetings, and adjourned on the 1* of May last, with
mutual respect and kindness, to meet again on the 7" day of July, but none
of them attended on that day; and since that time I have not had the
pleasure or honor of meeting with them.

If the opinions I have entertained and expressed are erroneous,
and the Convention possesses the powers it claimed, then in Florida there
are three legislative bodies—the Convention—the Executive Council—and
the General Assembly—the last the only one subject to constitutional
restraint.
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The causes assigned by the President of the Convention why he
called the Convention to its last session, viz: to repeal an ordinance which
repealed a statute of the General Assembly—which statute a short
experience had proved even to the members of the Convention, to be
necessary to the credit and plighted faith of the State—proved conclusively,
at least in that particular, the superior wisdom I respectfully invoke to
repeal that portion of the 49" Ordinance of the Convention which
authorizes the sale of lands of the State at nominal prices. The effects of the
Ordinance have been to enable speculators to purchase large bodies of land
at much less than their value, and in some instances, to deprive the wives
and children of our absent soldiers of homes, at which they had left their
families under the protection of the State. In my humble opinion, the sale of
lands in the State should have been suspended during the was, that when
it closed, our gallant soldiers—honorably distinguished by their noble
deeds—should, upon their return, have been afforded the opportunity of
procuring in their own State comfortable homes at reasonable prices. The
ordinance of the Convention has a provision which was intended, no doubt,
to protect soldiers in exemption rights, but there was no clause in the
provision which accomplished the object.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE ORDINANCES.

By the 63 ordinance the Convention classified their ordinances,
distinguishing such as they intended should be permanent, and such as
might be repealed by the General Assembly. Such ordinances as were not
permanent in their character the 63" ordinance makes repealable. For the
convenience of the General Assembly I present herewith an analysis of all
ordinances of the Convention, to which the attention of your honorable
body in respectfully invited.
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PUBLIC LANDS.

The resources of the State to redeem its Treasury Notes and
sustain its government, are the lands owned by the State and taxation.

The lands are ample for the purpose, if wisely disposed of. I would
respectfully recommend that the sale of lands be postponed until the
termination of the existing war. That then, those who have rendered
military service should each have secured to him or his heirs an exemption
right of at least one hundred and sixty acres of land; that having been done,
the remaining lands should be disposed of from time to time, at public
outcry, after reasonable notice of the time of sale has been published in the
State and the adjacent States. The competition thus excited would secure
reasonable prices, and invite emigration to the State, and in proportion to
the property introduced by emigrants, and the improvements which would
be made on the lands—if the proceeds of the sales should be insufficient to
relieve the State from debt—the weight of taxation would be lightened, and
additional facilities secured for the support of the government and the
prosperity of the State.

I recommend that returns of all taxable property should be made
under oath, and the owner, or owners, or agents be required to specify the
tract or tracts of land owned agreeably to the descriptions given in the
patents of title or Register’s certificate; also that returns should specify
certain ages of slaves, and a specific tax be imposed accordingly as
suggested in the Comptroller’s report.

ESTATES.

The Treasury Notes of the Confederate Government should be
made receivable in payment of all dues to estates of deceased persons, to
remedy existing evils arising from the hesitancy of Executors,
Administrators and Guardians
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jg receive them in payment of claims. Egecutors, Admin-
istrators, and Guardigns shonld be anthorized to invest any:
funds belonging to estates, or to minors in Confederate
bonds. I would alsg 1espectfully rccommend such legisla-

. tion as may be consjstent with the Constitution to _sustain

the circnlation of ph_e Confederate Treasury Notes at par.

value.

SALT

In November 1a§’(, I was mf01 med that there was a large.
quantity of salt gt Apalachicola, held for the purposes of spec
ulation. Citizens of this and adjacent States desired to,
purchase, and a refusal to sell at reasonable prices, produced
excitement wlugh threatened to terminate in violence by the,
geizuve of the salt by amob. At the time, Apalacihcola was.
threatened by the enemy, and the salt was liable to fall into,
their hands, The salt was much needed for the use ‘of* the.
State Forces and their families and other citizens. General
I‘lqyd the officer in command, was ordered to take posses-
sion of the Salt and send it (except such as might be- neces-
sary at Apalachicola) to Ochesee, 90 miles above Apala -
gola, and store it there w1th Mr. Jason Gregory. The order
was executed. Suitable ageniib were appointed to dispose of
it, by sale to the sojdiers families a.nld to other citizens. - It
was distributed by sale as dir ected Q‘(cept a small quantity
now in the Qumter-Ma,stel 8 Depm tment, to be distributed
gratnitously to citizens unable tg pur chase
" There was a quantity of the salt owned by Mr. D. K. Dodge,
(agreeable to the information I had recelged,) a respectable .
citizen and merchant of Apalachicola. M1 Dodge visited
e at this place on the subject. I a.smgged to him the rea-
sons why the salt had been taken, and the conditions and
price, viz: five dollars per sack, upon which it had been or-

~_ dered to be disposed of, and offered tp pay him five dollars
per sack at thattime, or whenever he should desire it, for the

1
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ghantity which had been seized. Ile declined to reeeive the
money, but agreed to, receive in payment for alarge portion

of the salt which had been sold by Mr. Isaac R. Harris, of"

Gadsden, and My, Isaac Widgeon, of Jackson connty, drafts
for the amount which had been sold Ly these gentlemen, and

to receive the amount which wonld be due for the balance of*

the salt whenever he might demand it.
I accordingly gave him drafes on Mr. Iarris and on M.
Widgeon, but from some cause unknown to me, he did not

- present the drafts to these gentlemen, or return them to.me.
- The proceeds of the sales are on special deposit in the State:

Treasury, and herewitl,is submitted copies of the orders and
correspondence on the subject, together with a statement
gpecifying the sales made of the salt :

It has b_.,een an important question for some time past, what
provision shall be made to secure ta our citizens the salt
which will be needed in the State. Twelve thousand -sacks.
of ordinary size would be an-abundant supply, and I should
have endeavored to procure the quantity necessary, but I had
no authority to. use the funds of the State for the purpose.—

During the lask three or four months immense quantities of*

salt have been, and still are, being made in the State. Daily

thousands of . bushels have been, and are bemg trans-.

ported from the. State.

& The makers of salt have the pr otectlon of the State and
have made, and arc making immense profits in its man:
“ufacture. The laborers and teams necessary to its manu-.
tacture and transportation have consumed, and are consum-
ing large quantities of grain which has been made in the.
State, 'md in plopmtlon to the quantity consumed, and be.

ing consumed prices upon Bread stuffs have been advanced,.

fmd they rendered more difficult to procure.

Balt makers who make amaximum quantity per diem,
have been exempted by an act of Congress from the military
service of the Confederate States, and to secure at least

3
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sulticient salt to supply the indigent familics of thvss whe
liave volunteercd and are in militar y service, or have been
cons(,upted killed, wounded or been discharged for disability;
I would rebp_,c(,ttull y recommend to your honorable body t¢
enact a law requiring those engaged in making salt to pay
for the pivilege one tenth part of the salt nmuuiactuwd or
Licreafter to be manufactured in the State, to he appropriated
to the use of indigent families particulary, and for the Liene-
fit of the State g cnerally, and by the same statute to pro-
vide for suitable agents to receive and distribute the salt,

- and for its enforoement

While in other States hundreds of bushels have bcul man-
ufactured, thousands of bushels have been anufactured
in Florida. Daily hundreds of wagons and teams
are passing to and fro through I‘lm ida  from  other
States, transporting salt manufactured in this State; con-
suming our means of subsistence, contributing only to the
cupidity of speculaters, who refuse, if I am informed cor-
rectly, to receive the Treasury Notes ot the State in all their
fiscal transactions, and thus while deriving subsistence from
the State, inflict injury -upon its eredit. It is said and
believed that parties engaged in making salt upon our coast,
soon after they commenced its manufacture sold it at three
dollars per bushed, and considered that price remunerative
for the labor and attention necessary to its manufacture.
But a wicked spirit of specunlation induced a monopoly on
the part-of some engaged in its manufacture, which has
caused the price to be devanced to sixteen and twenty doliars
per bushel. Tappeal to the wisdom of your Lionorable
body for suitable remedies against the evils complained of,
compatible with the comity and kindness of commercial in-
telcomse wlnch Qhould be mamtamed between the States.

R "+ MONOPOLIES.

The 24th section of the 1st article of the Constitution de-
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clares, “that perpetitities and monopo’lhs dre cbhtrary to
the genius of u free State and ought not to be allowed.” In
pursnance of this wise provision of the Constitution, the last
General Assembly of the State enacted a law to prevent mo-
nopolies, and the law, while gencrally considercd of force,
restrained the cupldlty of those disposed to monoffolize and
speculate npon the prime necessities of life. DBut the Con-
vention at the last called session allnded to, repealed the act
of the General Assembly, and immediately, thereafter the
flood-gates of every species of villainy seemed to be un-
hinged, and from every portion of the State intelligence has
been received at the Executive Department of the vile acts
of heartless villains, in monopolizing and speculating at the
most exhorbitant prices upon salt, leather and other ar tlcl(}a
of prime necessity.

Upon this subject, I have been requested. by the Governo

of . Georgia, made agreeably to-a resolution of the General
Assembly of that State, to invite the attention of the Gener-
al Assembly of the State of Fiorida, to an act passed by the
Geeneral Assembly of Georgia, entitled “ An Act to prevent
during the existing war, monopolies, extortions and specula-
tions in breadstuffs and other articles of general use and con-

) suption, and to make such acts criminal, and to pr ov1de pen-

alties for the same.’

The copy of the act is herewith submitted to your serious
consideration. I respectfully recommend to your honorable
body to enact a suitable act for the plotectlon of the people

of Florida.

«

~ HOBPITAL IN VIRGINIA.

The hapless condltlon of troops from Flm 1da, in serviee i1y
Virginia, made a hospital in Richmond necessary to their

Pelbollal comfort. By the patriotic and energetic efforts of"

Gen. M. Whit Smith, Dr. Green H. Hunter, Mrs. M. M.
Reid, and other good citizens, a suitable bull‘dmg was provi-
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dud thexe, and to supply it “1th whiat was necessar Y, mfmy~
titizens have contributed generously, and as the Governor of
the State, I advanced the amount necessary to make up any
suppposed deficiency. Ifrom a hst annexed, your honorable
body may ascertain the iespoctlve amounts subscribed by
'bommumtles and individuals, so far as they have been made
known to me, and the amount advanced and applied by the
State. ‘At the request of mi#ny prominent citizens, I agreed
'to aid in the manageriient ot the Hospital, and for the pur-
pose have appointed Dr. Palmer Superintendent and Direc-

- tor, and Dr. Green H: Hunter a special agent. I have recent-

ly been informed that Dr. E. T. Sabal; a wor thy citizen of this

‘State, a surgeon of distinguished 4b111ty, had been assigned -
to the Hospital by Confederate authority, From the perso-

nal acquaintance which I have of Dr. Sabal as a patriotic
and intelligent gentleman a learned and skilful physician
and surgeon, the mtelhgence of his appointment was cntirely
'wreeable to me and can but inspire the immediate rda.tlves
and friends of those who may be mmatcs of the Hospital,
with confidence as to the kind and skilful trestment whick
they will receive.

Like provision should be made f'01 troops from Florida i in
other States, dnd I would lespectfully recomitiend to your
honorable body to miake aufple provisions to secure the com-
fort of the wetnded, sick and needy soldiers. of the State,
wherever they riay bé. It would afford me pleasme to ren-
der any assistdtice, but the entire management of affairs nec-

- essary to the accomphshment of the purpose, could and

would be much more eﬂiclently conducted by specm.l ag ents ‘

official duties render 1mposmble on my palt
HOSPITAL IN FLORIDA.

- In this city is a HObPltd.l which was cstablished by the] w
es of Tallahassee. The conimodions and pleasant building
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occapied for the purpose, was gencronsly oflored to then,
free of expense to the State, by owr worthy fellow- utwcn,
Col. Alfred Fisher.

Every article which was necessary to the comfort of the
sick and wounded soldiers who had been or were in service,
was contributedby the Iadies, and their personal attendance
and kindness, have gently imposed upon those who were in-
mates of the Hospital, and upon theState frenelally, asacred
debt of gratitude.

The generous citizens of Montlcello and of Lake City, also
provided and furnished Hospitals in those places, which have
exalted the distinguished reputation of our citizens for char-
ity and generosity, and entitle them likewise, to the endear-
ing obligations of gratitude on the part of the State, and of
the many soldiers who experienced the blessings p10v1ded
It is a proper subject of congratulation, tlmt. in every
village and necighborhood throughout the State, the citizens
generally, and the ladies particularly, have extended to every
passing soldier, sick or wounded, the attention and means
necessary to his personal comfort and relict: and whenever
and wherever efforts for relief have heen unavailing and
death has ensued, the gallant soldier has been consigned to
the a1 ave with appropriate ceremonies, with griefat hlb coun-
try’s loss, and sympathy for his frlends

CLOTHING FOR THE SOLDIEi{S..

The vicissitndes of war movements have, according to in-
formation reccived, rendercd many of the forces from this
State destitute of necossary clothing. The ample provision
whieh it was belicved would be made by the War Depart-

ment—from ecauses that perhaps could not have been over-

come—it appears has not been made. In various portions
of the State, the citizens have contributed freely, and I
have exhausted all the resources authol 1zed by law in effort:
fo PlO\lLle what was necessary.
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The women of Florida “ God Dless them,” have signalized
themeslves and our noble cause by their generous, patriotic
and untiring efforts to feed and clothe our gallant soldiers,
and cheer them on to victory in the aclievement of our In-
dependence—by bold and defiant resistance to villanous and
daring efforts of the enemy for owr sabjugation.

I would respectfully recommend to your honorable hody,
to make liberal appropriations and suitable provisions to aid
the Confederate Government in clothing and supporting
the armies in the field. "

CONSTITUTIONAL l’ROVISIONS.

1 would respectfully invite your attention to the fact, that
the construction placed by me on the latter clause of the
16th section of the 8rd article of the Coustitution—upon
which construction T have acted, and shall continue to act
while Governor of the State—is different from that given to
it by my immediate predceessors, who acted npon theu own
construction, The clause alluded to is as follows : “if any
bill shall not be returned by the Governor within five days,
(Suuday excepted, ) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law in like manner, as if he had
mgned it, wnless the Gencral Assembly by their adjowin-
ment prevent its return, in which case it shall not be & law.”
The construction placed upon this clanse of the Const)t-utlon
by my immediate predecessors was, that they had the right
to sign bills after the adjonrament of the General Assembly,

and they did sign many bills after the adjournment, all of

which, if in the course of litigation they had been submitted
to the consideration of an intelligent Court, would, in my
humble judgment, have been pronounced uncoustitutional
and consequently of no legal foree.

The last General Assembly passed many important bills
which had net heen eurolled, others which had been enrolled
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were not presented to my consideration previously to, the
ad_]oumment conscquently much of their arduous labor in
Legislationswas useless and expensive to the State.

Your attention is invited to the subject, that; being ap-
prised of the opinipn which I entertained, and upon w luch
1 shall act, the ]eglslatlon which your honomble body sha]],
deem necessary to the welfare of the State may be per fected
pxevmus to your ad;ournment ,

The attention of the General Assembly is respectfully
: mlled to the twenty-sixth and twenty- sevenqh sections of the,
fourth article of the OOI]StltIIt]OD w ith a view to such legis-
lation as shall be needful in the exercise of the authority
therein crr'mted The tw enty -sixth secmon, directing the
removal of officers for incapacity, mlsconduct or neclect of
duty, charges the G‘renel al. Assembly Wlth the duty of pass-
ing a law prov1d1no' the mode in which all trials shall be
had where no special mode is prov1ded by the Constitution.
Amde from the importance of such a law, the duty of enaci-
ing it will be seen to. be i imper ative, and should not be over-
looked in your dehbe1 ations. It is believed that ng simple
and expedltlous means now exist to depmve 1ncompetent and
inefficient oﬂlceua of their commissions, however injurious
their contmuance in oﬂfice may be to the Pubhc mterests,
and I therefore invoke your early attention to the subject,
in. the hope that you Wlll not suﬂ‘or the present session to
expire without supplymo- the Want which has becn so se-
viously felt in the past.

The twenty-seventh section refers to the organization of a
Cowrt for the trial of offences coinmitted by slaves, free ne-
grocs and mulattocs. The provision made. in this section
for such trials was manifestly intended to be but temporary,
and until the General Assembly could act upon the subject.
Expenence has proved that the court which has been con-
stltuted is extr emely cumbel some, and mdeed utterly unﬁt
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for the due and proper examination and decision of the prin:
. g.lplea of law involved in mearly every criminal trial. A
" Court composed of fourteen persons to whom is committed
the decision of the la\v and the facts of a case, at once sng-
\ . gests the difficulty in the way of arriving at a prompt and
certam conclusion in reference to all the points that arise in
the course of a trial. When we reflect tog that two Justices
: of the Peace and twelve citizens, unlearned in the law, com-
. pose the Court as at present constituted, the necessity for a
change Dbetter snited to the end in view, and better calcu-
| lated to insure the administration of justice, becomes appa-
B i‘ent. '

cv s EmmrmT I

i ' ' THE BLOCKADE.

From the first moment that it was ascer tained that foreign
nations had swmfled their purpose to respect the blocLade
of the ports ¢ of the Confederate bta‘cea, made on the part of

) the Lincoln Gov ernment, I entertained the opinion that the.
© poliey of the Soutl was, to remedy the imperfections of the,
blockade, and to cut off entirely all commerce with the Uni-
ted States and other foreign nations, until commemml neces-
gities should demand the recognition of the independence of"
the Confederate States, and the removal of the blockade by
suitable commercial treaties.
" In a letter addressed by me to the Senators and Represen-
tatives of Florida in Congress, my opinion a and knowledge of
facts to sustain it, was made known, as will appear by the
following extract from the letter :
" «The ability ot the Confederate Government to command
the respect and the recognition of the European Govern-
| ments, and maintain the war successfully with the United
g . States, depends very much upon wise control of cotton. The
3 villainous traffic which is_carried on by speculators, under
the plea of furnishing the people of the South with the prime
necessities of life, should he suppressed. -
8 . o
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“In Novembar last I opposed vessels leaving Apalachicola
Wwith cotton, hug agreed, atter consulting the Secretary of the
Nuvy, to let thein depart with turpentine. Iu violation of
this understanding an attempt was made to leave the port
with o ship load of cotton, which was prevented by my order
to Gen. Iloyd, then in command of the forces at Apalachi-
eola.  The Secretary off War, the Hon. J. . Benjaiin, in-
terposed, insisting on the right of the vessels to depart,
Agreeably to the views ot the Secretary of War, five vessels
were pennitted to leave the port, and were captured by the
eneny in transitu? ' _

“Since then other vessels have lett onr ports with cotton,
some of which have returned with coffee, salt, and other ar-
ticles of merchandise, which the owners or their agents have
disposed of at the most exorbitant rates to the citizens of this
and adjacent States.

“Some of the goods were rmanufactured in the United States,
and over the manutucturers stamps npon these goods the
names of Euglish manufacturers were stamped, which, upon
heing removed exhibited the cununing device of Yankee vil-

lainy, thus confirming a suspicion which I had entertained

adu expressed, that frauds were perpetrated under the pre-
tenece of loyalty to the South. ‘

« After patientenquiries ofseveral months the evidence ob-
tained, satisfied me beyond doubt that individuals residing
in New York, Boston, Ilavanna and Nassan, and in some of
owr Southern cities had formed co-partnerships by which to
carry on the most nefarious and profitable traffic nunder false
pretences. Partners residing in the South professing loyal-
ty to the South, partners residing at the North expressing
loyalty to the Nortl, and partners at intermediate points
loyalty only to civcunstances. The owners or agents in Ha-
vana or Nassau receive merchandise sent from Northern
citics and receive also cotton shipped from the Southern
ports ; the merchandise to be sent to the Confederate States,

2
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thie cotton to the United States, and thus tiv pea; i Wortll
and Sounth have been and are ficeced by tpu(,-:l]rl-t)l]g traitors

“By such base means our citizens have been and are sub-
Jected to the vilest systein of extortion for the “prime neces-
sities of lite,” and not only has cotton been thus abtained by
the enemy, but information prejudicial to our interests has

_ been obtained ; our slaves have been corropted and decoyed

off, and some of the more ignorant of our white pepulation
made disloyal by the influence of traitorons speculators.

“What would be the effect of an Act ot Congress prohibi-
ting, under severe penalties, shipments of cotton or other
productn from our ports, and nnder like penalties prohibiting
tlie introduction of merchandise, from not only the United
States, but all foreign countries which refuse or Lesitate to
recognize the independence of the Confederate States of
America? Our people by industry and enterprise canmake
all they absolutely need. The citizens of foreign nations.
anxions to trade with us, it prevented while onr ports shall
be blockaded, by our gwwn government and the patriotism of
the people, will have a direct and powerful intercst in the
removal of the blockade. ‘

“The Jove of speculation and profit which makes thous-
ands anxious for the continunance of the war, if' all commerce
shall be interdicted, avill male the lovers of wraflic in the
United States and Eunrope anxious to terminate a war the
existence of which shall be ascertained to be the cause of
cutting off all trade, legitimate or by frandulent devices,
with the people of the Confederate States.

“But it may be said that some commerce is necessary to
cnable us to get guns, firearms, and munitions of war. Ilave
not the United States captured as many of these articles,
which were purchased by the agents'of the Confederate Gov- -
ernment, as have run the blockade? In proportion to the
number captured by them, our enemies have heen armed at
aur expense for our subjugation. With the arms and mu-
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nitions ¥ war now possessed by the Confederate Governmeni;
courage and daring deeds well directed, will make us take
‘trom the enemy what we need with less expense, and with
wore glory, honor, and certainty, than we can obtain them

otlierwise, while our ports sliall continue blockaded, and for- -

cign nations shall quietly submit to the blockade.

Tt was said to be important to encourage a violation of
the blockade to prove to foreign natidns its inefficiency,
and this invite their Opposition to it. The proof of its
inefficiency has been ample, but without producing the
desired effect.

“ Foreign nations will not recognize thie independence of
the Confudexate States until commerce with the Contederate
States will become not only desirable, bt necessary to their
own prosperity. Then, and not until then, will our inde-
pendence be 1ecorrulzed, and suitable treatics be made to

regulate our polmcal relations, ad protect cominerce witly
other nations.”

1 am not informed that Congress has done anythmg upon
that subject. If your honorable body shall concur-in the
opinions which I have expressed, it will be your duty to’
énact a law for the protection of Florida, and the duty of the
Txecutive of the State to have it executed

\
RAIL ROADS.

There are 110 means of transportation more safe and ei‘pe-
“ditions’ than Railroads prudently and wisely conducted,

whether for the pu'l"poses of commerce in' peace, or for the

¢oncentration of troops, &c., in war.
The Rail Road Compames of this State have been hbel al-

y aided by Government patronage. Frequent oomplamts,f

however, have been made, that by mismanagement, they
lnve failed to afford to the military forces as well as the cit-

izeus, the prompt, safe and expeditious means of tr ansporta-

t1on whlch of right could reasonably have been expected.
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Assembled from the respective counties of the State, iy-omr

honorable body have the intelligence necessary to detel mine

the justice of these complaints, ﬂnd if true, the power to cor-
rect the evils complained of.

In connection with the militar v defences of the State, after

mature reflection, I still entertain the opinion expressed a year
ago, that the completlon of the Pensacola & Georgia Rail
Road to Chattahoochée, on the river of that name, is a mili-
tary, political and commercial necessity. It has been time
and again urged, that it is equally if not more important, to
make the connection at Houston or Monticello, with the Al-
bany & Gulf Railroad, leaditig from” Savannah by Thomas-
ville and Bainbridge to the River. The reasons why Ido
not yield to the latter opinion are :

Tirst. That if it is a military necessity to connect with the
river, it is a pressing necessity ; that to connect with the Al-

) b'my & Gulf Rail Road and complete it to the river, a dis-

tance of 70 miles has yet to be spanned while the distance
is only 22 miles from Quiney to Cliattahoochee.

Second. That the Albany and Gulf Road is liable to in-
cursions on the pait of the ememy, at various points be-
tween Savannah and the proposed points of connection,
while the route by Quincy could only be interrupted at its
terminus by a large force ascending the river, provided the
means of defense of the Military Depar tment should Dbe ad-
equate, which would require a:inuch less force than would
be necessary to protect the various points on the Albany
and Gulf Road, which is much more exposed to the enemy.

Third. When at Chattahoochee the road will be extended
in the direction originally designed, and required by the
charter and necessary to the pohtufd commercial and 80~

* cial relations of the State.

Fourth. If the connection should be made with the
Albany and Gulf Road, and it extended to the river, the
Pensacola and Georgia Railroad will be entirely supplanted,
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and the receipts for transportation upon it will not equal the expenses
which will necessarily have to be incurred to keep it up, and the
consequences will be ruinous to the stock-holders, and to the best interests
of the State, and will demand for the relief of the State, the forfeiture of all
rights to lands which were promised to the Company upon their good faith
and undertaking to complete the road.

Already West Florida complains reasonably and rightfully at the
immunities granted to the Road upon conditions not complied with, and
which have debarred the citizens from ownership, occupation and
cultivation of valuable lands. Important parts of West Florida have not even
mail facilities with the Capitol of the State, except by a route through
Georgia, and the only important political right which the citizens enjoy, is
the right of representation for taxation to support the State Government.
The consequence is, much dissatisfaction and serious complaints, which
end strongly and defiantly to the connection of that portion of the State,
with the State of Alabama.

In conclusion, permit me to invite your patriotic consideration, agreeably
to the request of the Governor and General Assembly of the State of
Georgia, to the following resolutions, adopted by that proud, powerful and
noble State, viz:

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
Georgia in General Assembly met, That it is the sense of this General
Assembly, that the seperation of those States now forming the Confederate
States of America, from the United States, is, and ought to be, final and
irrevocable, and that Georgia will, under no circumstances, entertain any
proposition from any quarter; which may have for its object a restoration or
reconstruction of the late Union, on any terms or conditions whatever.

“Resolved, That the war which the United States are waging upon the
Confederate States should be met on our part with the utmost vigor and
energy, until our indepen-
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dence and nationality are unconditionally acknowledged by the United
States.

“Resolved, That Georgia pledges herself to her sister States of the
Confederacy, that she will stand by them throughout the struggle — she will
contribute all the means which her resources will supply, so far as the
same may be necessary to the support of the common cause, and will not
consent to lay down arms until peace is established on the basis of the
foregoing resolutions.”

The Convention, at its called session already alluded to, have
endorsed in a proper spirit, and in appropriate language, the independent
and defiant position of Georgia.

Florida, with the least means of defence, and more exposed than
any one of the Confederate States, will doubtless, if need be, to the end of
time, waive in bold defiance the flag of the State in the face of the enemy,
relying upon the wisdom, justice and courage which should inspire freemen
to resist usurpation and tyranny against all odds; with a firm reliance that
“In God is our Trust,” and faithful to the trust in the exercise of all means in
their power, Floridians will, at all hazards vindicate their rights, and cherish
too sacred a regard for the intelligence, virtue and patriotism of their
mothers, wives and daughters, and for the dignity and honor of the State,
ever to consent, under any circumstances, to live under a government
which has tolerated the abuse of defenceless women and unprotected
children, by armed men, claiming to be soldiers; or to be associated with a
people whose prime object seems to be social and political equality with
negroes, and who, in wicked disregard of the lawsof civilization, have
dishonored and disgraced by murder, rapine and robbery, the flag of the
chivalric and distinguished sires of the American Revolution.

I have the honor to be, respectfully,

Your fellow citizen,
JOHN MILTON.



64

Mr. Smith moved the reading of the Message be dispensed with.

Adopted.

Mr. Abercrombie moved that two hundred copies of the Message
and accompanying documents be ordered to be printed.

Adopted.

On motion, the Senator form Gadsden was excused for a few days.

Mr. Hogue moved that fifty copies of the Standing Committees be
printed for the use of the Senate.

Adopted.

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow.

FRIDAY, November 21°.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

A quorum present.

The journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approved.

The President announced motions in order.

Messrs. Tatum and West, the newly elected Engrossing and
Enrolling Clerks, came forward and were sworn in.

Mr. Norwood gave notice that on some future day he would
introduce

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 20" section of “an act
entitled an act to amend and consolidate the several acts of this State in
relation to patrols. Approved December the 17", 1861”; also,

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of soldier’s families also,

A bill to be entitled an act to re-establish lost or destroyed
indictments.

Mr. Holland moved that the notice asking leave to introduce a bill
in relation to refusing to receive Confederate States or the Treasury Notes of
the State of Florida, given by him yesterday, may so be amended as to read:
A bill to be entitled an act to sustain the credit of the Confederate and State
Treasury Notes.

Adopted.

A message was received from the Governor.

Mr. Hopkins moved that the message be laid over for the present,

Which was adopted.

Mr. Taylor gave notice that at some future day he would ask leave
to introduce the following bills:

A bill authorizing and compelling the Judges of the Supreme Court
to codify the laws of the State of Florida; also,





