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privilege' 'of concludling the argument in defenu of tiho contested
selt of M Ir. IBrokaw.

On motion' of Arl. Holland, Mr. Papy was allowed the conclndin&F
reniarks.

On motion, a call of the Senate was then made and a quoriun
being present, the question was upon the following resolutions:

[See resolutions reported by Committee.]

The yeas and nays being called for, the vote was:

Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Clary, Carter, Smith, Arnow, Coop·
ci, Hopkins, Roper and Holland-P.

Nays-Messrs. Abercromnbie and Norwood-2.
Whiceh weure adopted.
Mlessrs. Allison and Scott having requested to be excused from

voting, permission was granted them.
Oil motion, the Senate then adjourned until ten o'chbck to-morrow

moruino0'

rIfPSDAY; ,Novem r20th
S61nAte met pursuant to adjournment

Iresident in the chair. --

''Quorum present. I -__

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approeved.
Vresiddnt declared 'motions in order.
Mr. Haughton, the newly elected Assistant Secretary, of the

Senate appeared and was sworn in.
Mr. Taylor moved that a committee of three be appointedIby th6

rresident of the Senate for the purpose of revising, altering and

amending the Rules of the Senate which were'adopted at the presz-
uent session of the Senate,
Which was agreed to, and Messrs. 'Taylor, Ahererombie and

I-Iogue appointed said committee.
Mr. Allison gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to

introduce a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act
concerning Wills1 Letters Testamentary, and Letters of Administra- 
tion, and the duties of Executors, Administrators and Gnardians.

iMr. Rogue moved that the Senate now proceed to elect one En-

grossing and one Enrolling Clerk,
Which was agreed to.

Mr. Abercrombie nominated Mr. John Brass for Engrossiug
Clerk.

Mr. Hogue nominated Mr. J. L. Tatum for Engrossing Clerk.
The following vas the vote
Fou BRASS-Mr. President, Messrs. Abercrombie, Hopkins a'nd

Sinith-4.



'io1t TkrUM-Messrs. Allison, Arynow, Clairy, Calter, THollandl
liogice, Roper, Scott and Taylor-9.

BLANK-Mr1. Norwood.
Mr. Tatum was declared elected.L i Ml. Hogue nominated Mr. West, of Leon, for Enrolling Clerk.
Mr. Holland nominatcd Mr. Davis, of Jefferson, as Enrolling

Clerk.
The following was the vote:
Fop, WEsT-Messrs. Arnow, Clary, Carter, Hoplkins, IRogue,

Roper, Scott and Taylor 8.
Foa DavIs-Mr. President, Messrs. Abererombie, Allison, Hol-

-land and Smith-5.
BLANi-MIr. Norwood.
Mr. West was declared elected
Mr. Hopkins moved the Sergeant-at-Arms be iustrueted to urnfisb

the members of the Senate with a cdpy of the journals of the last
session; and also a copy of the Constitution and ordinances of the

i- onvention,r ~ CotWlilo was adopted.
Mr. Holland gave notice thatth t ome ftu'rb cday hLe ill ask leave

to introducethe following bills:
O. 2 A bill for the relief of.Calhonu county, and to establish the re-

icords of said county.
Also, a bill to punish persons who refuse the Treasury Notes :of

the Confederate States, or the Treasury Notes of the State of Florida.
Also, a bill to allow officers of Insurance Companies to hold their

offices until their successbrs are elected, where such elections cannot
be hekl on account of the war.

Also, a bill to tax cotton for the relief of soldiers' families.
Also, a bill to incorporate the Apalachicola Channel Company.
:Mr. Allison moved a Committee be appointed to inform the House

Ae ·~of Representatives that the Senate is now organized and prepared to
procecd to business,r[~~ Which was passed.

Mcssrs. Allison, Hopkins and Carter, were appointed said Coon-
4 mittee.

Mr. Abererombie moved, that in consequence of the illness in Dr.
Russell's family, he be excused for an indefinite time,

9~I ~Which was adopted. -
Mr. Abererombie gave notice that he would on some flulre day

introduce a bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Courts of
Escambia county; also,

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the removal of slaves and
{other property from the State.

Mr. Holland muoved that a Committee be appointed to act with a.
similar Committee on the part of the House to inform his Excel-

ft ;~leucy the Goveenor that the General Assembly of the State is now
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organized and prepared to receive any communicatisn he may (Te-
sire to make thereto,

Which was passed.
The President appointed the following gentlemen said Commit-

tee: Messrs. Holland, Hogue and Cooper.
Mr.I Arnow gave notice that he would, on some future day, intro-

duce a resolution reqnysting the Postmaster General of the Confede-
rate States to rescind his order of February 27th, 1862, concerningr
mail route 65 in this State.

The President announced the following Standing Conmmittees:

STANDING COMMITTEE&

On the Judiciary: On Enrossed Bills;

Messrs. ROGUE, "Messrs. ABEPLCROMBIE,
HOLLAND COOPER,
ALLISON, SCOTT,
NORWOO6D. CLARY,

* TAYLOR. ROPER.
* ~~~~On the Stale of Commonwealthz. On Eni-olled Bills:

Messrs. COOPER, Messrs. TAYLOR,
ALLISON, HOGUE,
ABERCROMBIE, SCOTT,
ARNOW, CLARY,
CLARY. SMITH.

' On Corporations. On the Jecu tive D&epartment.
Messrs. RUSSELL, Messr&. ,ALLSON,

ALLISON, HOPKINS,
ARNOW, ROGUE,
TAYLOR7 HOLLAND,
ROPER. SMITH.

On Schools and Colleges. On Military Aftir&',

Messrs. ARNOW, Messrs. HOPKINS,
ROGUE, COOPER,
SMITH, SCOTT,
SCOTT, HOLLAND7NORWOOD. TAYLOR,
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'OC Propp ositions and Grievances. On1 Taxation and Revem ne

Messrs. HOPKINS, Messrs. COOPER:
C-AjOOPER, ALLISON,
AL.i- ZLISON, HOPKIINS,
N TAYroR, 

gUSSELL* :~:i N'ORWOOD. SCOTT.

Ot~~~t Ivernal Improp1vem entls . R On 1 Confederate Rdwtfions.
Messrs. ALLISON, U Messrs. NORWOOD,

:COOPER, RTSSEL
_A]3EROROMBIE, UOGEL,
%JLARY, CARTER,

ARNOW. ARNOW.

-On Elections. OR Public Lands

Messrs. HOLLAND, Messrs. ARNOW,RUSSELL RUSSELL,,HOPKINS, Soon;F TAYLOR, ABERCROMBIE,
SMITH. HOLLAND.

sbn Finance and-Public Acotn is. Onl Agriculture.

iMessrs. 'RUSSELL, Messrs. SMITI
COPKINS, HOPKINS,
HOGPERx BRUSSELL,HOGUE ~hTCABERCROMBIE
ABERCROMBIE. ROPER.

:iMr. Holand moved that the'Comnmittee on Militar Affairs be
reqested to repIat with-out delay a bill to organize -and armn the

A4dopted.-
Mr Allison introduced a resolution relative -to deceased soldiers,hic wa ~s, en ostion, read the Ist, 2d and 3d tihes, and put7upon its Pissage, with the following, result:
IYeas-Mr, Presideat, Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Arnow, Clary,Cate Cooper pkins, Holland, Rogue, Norwood, Roper, Smith,
Nayst,4 one.

2 Sqthe resolution passed.
Ordcs fi that athe siae be-certified to the Senate.Who Jeint Gomanittee appointed to inform the House of the -organ-
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-zation of th eSeinate, return ed- and reportod that thej'.ha1 d discharge(d
their duty.

The conmin4tee appointed to act with. a similar commiteeo -.-part

of the House to inlform theGovernor ofthe o a

erail Assetnhly,..returned and eportEd that they hadpefi'dheir
duty, and iWord dischjarged.

M r.Arnow m bved that the President appoint ao6ommitte, toi rt

a printer for tbe9 Senate, a 

'Which was agreed to, and Messrs. ArKnown C4ooer ap-

0poiited said Commnittee.'

M~r. Arnow mov'cd that tbe-Prcsident e.appoint a co4mmit tee to o'o& 

tan.the services of a Cc~ plain di duo' the session -dfthe Senate,
'Which was agreed to, ancdMessrs. t4lhson ,-An6 Ad'Taylb r aI-

pinted said-committee.
The-rule being waived, Mr. Allison introduced, witkout <fhrthe4

n'otice, a bill td be entitled i actn t d t cpIeerng Wls

,Lettei-s Testamentary, andletters bfAdminiistration an dth ies

of Bxeb-,uors, Admini'strators and Guardi s,
Wtjieh was read the firas and second times.'

Mr. Ho~lland moved to inseAt a~fter the wordi.:"-Bo~nids 2f ;L:16'nn ·

fe'derate States," the words "o r Bonds issued byih e State of Florid;l,"

but not Internal Improfvement, Seminary, Canal or ii roads Bond, I

or anyotberBond issfed to aid Corppration& -. 7

'Tilhe yeasand nvvs being called upon tbq`j~ption ofhe amend-

tunent, the vote was as follows-:

- Ayes--Mewst Abererombie, Arnow, CaryiCarter, Cooper,, op-

kmnsyllolland, Roper, Smith and Taylor-1. --

Nays-Mr. President4 Messrs. Allison, Ro'gue`, Norwood and

Scdt-t--5.
So the amiendment was adopted, and said bill'ordered to be

*engrqssed fora athirdrPesading on to-morrow. -

- The Governor's Message was received and ordeed to clsx,

which; is as follows ,

I -l
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GIOVERNOR'S. MESSAGE

ExECU r In DrAxRTMENT,
Tallahassee, November. 17, 1862. ,

Fyellow, Citizens of Me,$6tate
a~nd ikouse qf Pepresentattives:

Since the adjoufument of the last General. Assembly in--
portant events have dccurred in the.State.- Our enemy, the
lnited'Statos, have taken possession of Pensacola, Fernan-,
dina, St. Aiugustine, and the St. John's Liver. The loss of
property to the State, and to many of our fellow citizens
(ndividually, has beeu immense, but a brave and generous
people never' con p)n of sacrifices necessary to the main-
tenance of their freedom and independence, and will ever
cheerfully and eordi4ly @xert theispelves to uphold the gov-
ernment of their choice, to.which 4Ihay have confided all their
ineaus of pyotetiofl. The enemy 4lxeaten not simply-to
4 ujugate Florida, but to drive off, rob or murder the cijti-
zens, and'to colonize the State with negroes and foreigners.
To give fearful effat to the diabolical threat, much reliance
is placed upon a recent proclamation of His Excell,6ncy
Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States. As
the means the most terrific which could be devised to alarm
the. people of the South, and thus terminate the bloody war
inaugurated by the fanaticism and wicked folly of the Abo-
litimi'ists of thd North, President Lincoln has been induced
to issue a Proclamatiou, attested by his distinguished Secre-
tary. of State, lon. William H. Seward; emancipatilg the
slaves in States which refuse to recognise his power, and to
be represented in the Congress of the Uiited States.

4
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the Proclaw..-.tion has been regarded by the peqple of the
Confederate : Kt-tzs with scorn and contempt, and the effects
produced Ly it wxc- the minds of enlightened and patriotic
statesihen in thc United States and Euro' e, have presented
to the considerativut of President Lincoln his own despicable ¾
character as a peijuired usurper and malignant tyrant.

Thus placed hors deo combat with the judgment of civilized
xations, his pitying -sympathizers, to relieve the distinguisb'eci
President from the disreputable position, have insinuated

that he issned -thle Proclamation to convince pestiferous
fanatics Qf their folly, ts-an ancient king of England and
Denmark did, when, "to confonnd his flatterers, lie seated
himself upon the strand and coinmaided the waves to retire." I'
But, unfortunately for his Excellency, his Proclainatidn
illustrates the wicked folly· of Bebshazzar,, rather than the

visdom of Canute.
Beishazzar sacrilegiously polluted the golden vressels that.

were taken out of the house of God which was atJTerusalem.
Lincoln, with a traitor's ambition, has desecrated the Coustitu-

civ il liberty and the ark of its political safety. Thder thei eion ocivil liberty .11, fety. U rvender theladumofre
righteous condemnation of all statesmen of intelligence and

patriotism, President Lincoln now tremblingly beholds '

written "u)on the plaster of the wall" "MFESF, MENE'

TEKEL, UPHriIRSIN."

STATE TROOPS AND STATE DEFEINCES.

Florida has responded fully to every call made for troopsa

to sustain the Confederate Governmsent. 'Previous to the
Act of Congress knowen as "th6 Conscript Act," nearly all
capable of bearing arms bad volunteered. fot Confederate
s~ervice. 

When the last General Assembly adjourned, Midclle-rlo,

''
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iHda, Anud that part of West Florida betwedit Apalaclhichuli
And Chddtawhatchlee River, were dettudeci exclutsively aid
successfully by. troops in the service of, the State.

There were go Confederate forces in the State East of
Choctawhachee River, except'those at Fernandina, at St.
Agistkine, and neat the St. John's Rtiver, and at Tampa.

On the l4thi of January last there was "a called Session
tf the Convention, begun and held at the Capitol."

The President of the Con vention, in his address to it, stated
that ".1 The, principal cause which has moved me to call you
together on this occasion, is the danger that in my judgment

threatens the ftulanqes of th6 State. . These are extraordinnty
and, momentous times. The difficulties and embarrassments
that now press upon our whole country--growiug out of the
War in which w- engagcd-e--make it necessary to, resort

to extraordinary means to enble the State to act her pntrt in
conducting it.

'CTh'e blockade has cut off all intercourse with other coMn-
tries, and for the present, hasm rendered useless"ancl valueless

vI the staples by which our people have heretofore been enabled
ato rise money, andjft has become necessary to raise and ise

dredit s a Asubstitntb. Acordingly, theGeneral assel bly
on the 14th of Jariiary last, passed an Act to authorize the
issue oif $500,000 ini Treasury Notes, to be used as money}4

,fl and to sustain their credit, provided that they should be'
received in payment of all dueds of -the State, including, the
Public Lands ; and on the, same day passed ailso, 'An Act fo
authorize the issue of Bowls to the amount of $500,000 by
-the Commonwealth of Florida,' making an aggregate of
$1,O00,0QO, Bonds and Treasury Notes.
5, "Y~ni' Conveiition, on the 26th April, 1861, passed 'An

Ordinance to raise money-for the immediate exigencies of
the State, and for the payment of the pgblic debt.'"

"'In the first section of that ordinance it is ordained 'That
the Governor be'annd e is hereby authorized to borrow the
sam of $50000,oOto be applied first to the debts of the Statcdj



h01ad secondly ti nch oth&' jurposes As the c61iditiulu of tho.
country rmly reiieiP necessary:, ,0

In the fourth section bf this ordinance it is ' ordained
that the revenue arising fr~om the sales of the Public Lands;

except the proceeds of the sales of lands specially set apart

for Education and Internal Improvement) shall be priiiiarily
it'pplied to the payment of the interest of the Bonds enacted
by this ordinance.'

On the 29th April, 1861, the Comi.ventibn passed an or-
dinanee supplemental to the ordinane jnc t trrecited,- the first

section of Which is,,' Be it ordained by the People of the

State of Florida in Convention assembled, that :the Register
of Public Lands, of this State be and* he is hereby directed and-
instructed to receive ii payment -for any lands heretofore
sold, or that may be hereafter sold, through or by his 6ffice;
nothing but gold or' siver coin, or- the hills of solvent Banks,

anything that may'b6 contained in any act of. ti-e General
[Abselmbly to the contffary notwithstanding.'

It is mahifest, theretb'e, that the General Assenmbly and-

the Convention felt thee necessity df making preparation. for
the crisis, and 'both did'so; but their schemea of finaned are

in some respects inconsistent, and conflict.
"The Art of the General Assembly authorizes the pur-

chase of Public Land with Tteasui-y Notes of the State-'
the ordinance of the Coivention' forbids ii. The ordinanud

of the Convention also" repeal~d the Act of the General

Assembly anthorizing a loan of $500,000 upon Bonds of the
State, leaving in force the Act directing -the issue Qf $00,.
000 inTreasury Notes, and the ordinade of the Convention

authorizing the Governor to' borrow v$500,900 upon the 8

per cent. Cdhpon Bonids of the State.' In the practical
working of thfse schemes of finance, it is found the Coupon

Bonds of the State, authorized tp be issued-by the Conven-
tion, cannot be sold, and. the money contemiplated to be

raised' by this mieans is not available, cleatving the only
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cfo'r .the supply of ilo~iey for the State, the Treasury
±Notes.

f To 'sustain the credit, of Ithese notes, therefore, has
bccomne 'a matter of vital importance to the State. With
them she unat pay her debts, meet her. current expenses,,
and defray the expenses 'of her army. *To suffer them to
depreciate would entail upon her people a disaster that would
he. appalling indeed..

" w llo~v, it may be asked, can the Convention accomplish
this dei rable objecta Let, it be replied, 'by the application

rof every resource within her power or control."

The Act of the Gen'cral Assembly 6f the 14th February,,
1 61, tho d they shall be rec6ived in all the dues of
the, State. 'Let the Convention so modify, ame-nd or repeal4 ' ' thle ordinances heretofore -passed, that they may be received
in paymept of theproceeds of the sales 6f.pblie lands here-
tofore made or hereaftter'to be mad6, and aufthorize the-hold-
etsU invest them in the S pei cent. Coupon Bonds, directed

"' "' to'be issued by Oidinanc5 No. 34. These are the resources

of th'6 State'that occur td my min as fairly and properly
applicable to the object of sustaining the credit of the Treas:Ž
ury Notes. I commend thie Mabject to the earnest consider-
'ation of the Convention, hoping that by your wisdom'the
well-being of the commpnawealtl may be provided for through
th6 trying crisis in,'Nhich we Gore involved."

'It. wra ho doubt presumed whe'il.Ahe Convention had as-t

abiubled and accomplihhed the alleged purpose fdr which it
-_,was called, it would adj'uri, butit continu-d insesion from

the 14th to the 27th of Jannary, and passe rmany important
orcinajices, vitally affecting the best interests of the State.
It p4ssed an oi dinance in the following words, as appears by

P tihe Joninal of the Convention:
."tue z;t ozdazinedby te Peo-le of tle, Satae of Floridla in

C6anvenl-t'wn assembe1, Tb ait, whereaf, it is the sense of this
oflinvlvtio'n that in all Military operation's a divided powe'

: · .. · · C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4
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en gendeiu confusion tni wea-iuess; that 'iniprosecuting thii
war of defetibe, the several Stated are, a unit, represented by

the Confederate Govcr53eut to Kvic the sole power and 
mianagement of sich wal- of riht belongs:

ifBe it titerqforte Ordained,, That the Gov&nor be, and he
is herdbk required, on or before the 10th day of March next,
to transfer into the Oonfe"erate service, tllgs now i the
servibe of the Statd;- and, if they fail, or refuse to go, into
the Confederate service, said troops stall be disbanded2' ..

The troos ~Thich were in the service 'of the State, were
well armed and finely disciplined; had rendered -a'nd, were
rendering efficient service. They had protected from . itwva-
siop the portion o01'the State which they 'wereintende d to
protect; preyented slaves;from escaping to the enemy; and
had effectually cut, off·, comimunication between the enemy
and disloya~tl persons tear the coast. Long previous to tha
meeting of the Convention J had used every proper inflnence
to iniduce the volnnteers in the Sfate service to enter into,
and had appli6d to the Secretary or to receive theni in
thd Confederate pervice,. preserving their military organiza-
tion; or if hewould not do so, to assume the expenses incurred
for the maintenance of State tro'ops in the dbfencie -of the
State.. Called upon, bfr-him, to co-operate iii the'defenice of
the State with. State troops, a' doubt could not he reasonably

entertained of the willingness nnd dtity o, the Co &( erate
Government to defray all neuessarylexpenses. For' a prece-
H#ut to jhstify' this. opinion, consider the histry of the
Annerican Revolntion, and of the United States Govprnim'n .t

in tpe adjustment' of 'Military claims. Bat the expense'
should have been a matter of trivial consideration comp' ared
with the objects to be accomplished.

I regretted very much and yet regret, the hasty action (f

the Convention upon the subject.'. The effect of theiOrdi-
nance was, il spite of every effoet I could nma:ke, to disbanid -
thte Stae forces, and thus create the necessity- of abaiidoning
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,Aalachicola and othlr imipoiAnt' positions to the mery of
the enemy.. I believed then and now believe, a inore Buc-
Jes'sl defebc~,eioild h& mad'e at the city of' Apalachicola',

F than at ani':point dn the lAv5r, and I. believed also; that the
riaihtenance b-fbo..ur position at- the city, was necessary to-the

pyope ibtetion of Middle 'and West Florida.,
Impressed with this beli~e~ used every, effort in my pow-

ei to inducethe Confedsrate 'Gdvernment to maintain.- the
:i "posi adIwsinfdrRne dbjy the Secretary of War that

he ciuld spareno forcesor: thp pnpose, but' appealed £5 ac-
tive effo ts ion the part of the State. Ithen applied* to the
Governors of Geori s'a ind Alabama to aid me with, forces -to
d6ouit J"rhe GoveinnoIs of these States informed me that t
was':- out of :·ftheir ~pow_ er, to ender e'assistahee jLeteir3 upon
the suibject fromthe Seieteary of Wai wei'e submitted to the

coa;siderat~:l~`i~on of the Conven~tion, and Iappeared in' person
bfr the auaustebo-dy wi theientire &irrespondenc, and

appealed to thiemby ei6y arguenit which I had the ability
to; mial e, to p even't theirn Ordinance going into effect1 -point-

ed out then what would be., and have beep, the disastrous
results of the Ordiihand.. 1Bt all efforts ifi my Poiver were.

Nosoone was the!l~f"; Or~dinan'e and. its, effect upon the;State
tt~i~bopjis,~,ila~l de knowh oiicially t the Confederate Goveruriient,
thai im p ressedwi the'im inent danger to--which other im-
portant paris of the Confediray were thereby ex:posed, the
QneiQli te foi ces which wer& i'u servicehiaEast; 'South and
Mid~dkle -lrida .tware -ordered to~ the -Chattaloochee River.

tSfi; ,iabte,: F~rptndina, the St. Johns River, Tampa and
even, S t ark, Markb, ordeik d too-be abandoned. The order
waj.indiscieet and extraordinary;,: and successful effofts were
-iie byhmeto :have it revoked or modified-bit previous to
it~$ r·vo~atio allz iporj)tant position' in East Florida were
lost. , -



Unable to inddce the troops at'Ajialtchicol't to volunteex j
I,~~~~~i theijCdnf~erat-e ~serviceo cofti5 hehl -InI ~rthel State. 

sci vice&4~laehico~a aftei the10thi March a-nd no, flrc6

N ~~~~having reached the rier i~n tm to.-occupy tepsto'
il~~b~~ti4:t kduean~~ordert, Gdq tTFlyd heI

gdlaft offlc nr comm and !of etitojs o snut'i
~gtin~'ahd retire "with' them outo teied ft&ei

Tie order was 'exfes te in the~Pr~eos fteenm t-
out'thA'. s ?f.a'wfl9 "y nunitions 'b W-a, o r 'an iiy I
comm. ssary 'stdres.] 'The-e guhn's w'eire'broughi~'~-thuV ,he 'nver
plaedh battery tlioaBluff a dI'4nnet i 9te f
ficer then in comintub fth it& ea tmet :-Th'e

:tae roops' havin enpi i wei e ;dzsb'dde'4
the few wh olnei -di Cneert ervice, _upon. co'n-

~lition fr furlonbs, to edturiM hoin'"
* Such arethe facts But -it i necsayto dep-lor4e the,'U / p~~~ast. Theq4uestioni is, 'what canC no be'on fo the'-d
of the Sat 2 Shal we -depen-d exclusivl npx&h

Italy9 ;;, t'ian hpGveamn i or eene J'W

have no rnilitra'±e di fort servce, Fa freiasons sinci 
aeeiabessaget Athe 'at" Geea seby an whic

app~arupo~ithe Joaras Temitalw ofth e 'State
a'5 wof~ae than dead letrhyae a tissue fasrdi- 
and I appeal ~to yo~u to rep~eal thb 'niilitia, laiva, entiirely,'"an' d

Ji 6~~v ~aet .a suitable, law hywiieveit na and'by betwr
'the ages of 16 and 60, 64spab1e,. 6f b a im-~y
mediate 'orgaized- fitont effectve body of. .t pui an
prepiared foi in'imediate service. Yacatb th ae 6,

ti) fiees whichhae no t''een vacated:y resgito'iadlet'
suitable officers-be eleeted or piied f omn .

Igo~the militi "beat" 'lins -asa estabihdadogaffn-
ize companies, batttalions' a'nd, reifn,'corigt 'h
Condi~tion, of our:pdpulatIon.. Nom houlW ee~p

fr P111104 ng~~~~~~~~~~' 11
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yonr plompt and wvise legislation npon tliss subjcct depleliid,
or cllaos, the lives, libelrty an( property of vour fellow citi

zens '--tlle existence and the honlor of the State.
You mlay suppose the late act of Congress and its anmend-

l n~ments may'interpose insuperable obstacles, in regard to those
between the ages of 18 and 45 years. Such, howevelr, is
not the fact. Those between the ages of 18 and 35 have al-
ready been enlrolled, and the number capable of efficient

- ,~military service are scarcely enough to make one compallny.
'Thus, by the ellforcement of the Conscript act, the patrio-
tism evinced by Floridians in volunteering to fight the bat-
tles of the country has been attested and made manifest.

'Il TlThe act of Congress gives a discretion to the President of
the Confederate States, whiclh, under the peculiar circamstall-
ces of the State, lie will exercise wisely and judiciously,

The militia maly be organized so as to embrace those
under 1S and over 45, to act as minute men, wlhen necessary
to co-operate witlforces in Confederate -service. Those be-
tween those' ages, when organized, may be mnustelred into
Confederate service for the defences of the State.

The number who in Florida have volunteerel in the
Confederate service, and promptly obeyed orders to march

* to Virginia, Georgia, 'l'ennessee and other States, has beell
made known officially to the proper department of Governl-
ment. In almost every battle that has been fought, Florida
has bqeu honorably distinguished byhergallant sons. Many
of themnl have nobly fallen, vindicating fearlessly and umi

!4 ~flinc hingly-the sacrecl rights and high character of intelli-
gent freemen. Florida feels the inspiring loss, and shouldl
be animated by it to sustain during the xvar, the distin-
guished position wron by the chivalry of her sons.

TIIE CONSCRIPT ACT.

You maly be'licve it to be nly duty to express the opiniolln
7I ntcrtain, wvith regirdl to the constituitionality and expedi-

,, iI L
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imey CX the Act of Congress, called the Conscript Law.- 
Wllhen notified by tle Secretary of War of the passage of the.
Act, and when I read it, and reflected upon the causes which
induced Congress to pass it, the impression made upon my
mind was, that the extrnordinary circumstances which threat 
ened the disbandment of the army ins the field, and the Con-. 

federate States with subjugation by the enemy, demanded
of Congress extraordinary legislation, and that. if the Aet
wias not constjtutional, it was a judicial question, which should
be decided, if at all, by the proper department of Govern-.
ment, and that each individual whose rights might be con-.

| Y!' sidered in jeopardy, would have.the protection of an enlight- 
ened jndiciary. I did not consider it necessarily, a question,
of political power between the Confederate and State Gov,
ernment. Moreover, in the existing condition of political

lK' ~ and social affairs, concert of action between the State Gov-
ernments andcl the Confederate Government was and is nec- 
essary to the successfl maintenallnce of the war with the
United States, the aclievement of thle independclence of the
Confederate States, and clthe protection of the lives, liberty
and property of the citizens of the respective States. I know

1 ~~that it is frequently said, that " vigilance is the price of lib-
Il erty," and that the independence and sovereignty of the

States, should be equally guarded against the encroachments 
of Confederate power. The unity of interest between the. 
States is such that I entertain no serious apprehension of
permanent detriment to thei rights of the States, and while I
appreciate the axiom that " vigilance is the priCe of liberty,"' 
I consider it much more important, during the pxistence of
the war, to watch and baffle the purposes of the enemy, than 
with skeptical apprellensions to, criticise and defeat the pul-r
poses e of the Goverlent of our choice, administered by h

otates enof onL own selection. If cir cumstces would havre- i
justified delay, it would have been much more satisfactory ji
i'or the General Assemblies of the resective States to hav- 4i
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t;j tnacted laws fir tile accollmplislllent of the plriposes de-

signed by the act of Colgress, but the delnhud fur imllnedi-
ate action in the premises was imperative: There was no

'~I ~ time for argument or controversy. The Odemy had calcu-
'Ti ~lated the causes Chiclh threatened our afities with clisbaud

ment, and boasted of the prospects affdcd for our subju-
'Sf ~gation. The war stilt ifages with almost unabated fury

on the part of the enemy. Impending clouds of destructionl
hover over, and threateni thie destruction of our liberties, of
all rights of property, al the dishonor of our wives aid

I" I~~hildren. These threatened evils can only be prevented by
'oncertof action between tile State Governments and tli-
Confederate Government, and the indomitable and invindi-
ble courage and unfaltering patriiotism of our.entire popii-
lalion.

God forbid! that you, or I shoulcl do, directly or indiredt-
j ly, aught to imrpede the victory of our arms. Let us do all

$t ~ in our power to animate our brave and suffering soldiers,
and to expedite the glorious triumph which awaits thei r
deeds of generous daring.

Let Florida always be ready to yield upon the altar of the
country her last son and her last dollar to maintain thee
struggle against the usurpation of the United States in at-

7') ~ tempting to degrade the womuen, childreu and freemen of
the South.

TIlE WAR TAX.

ii ' ~It affofds me pleasure to inform- your honorable body, that
the War Tax imposed last year by the Confederate Cotgress,
was promptly paid as soon as the amount could be ascer-

jt ~ tained, and without afiy discount or loss upon the Treasury
notes authorized by the General Assembly to be issued

i: ' for that purpose. The amount authorized to be issued was
i ' ~$500,000, but only $233,000 was signed and prepalred to

be issued. This amount proved to be more than was neces-

Oil
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;!·3 ~that it would b~e barely sufficienlt. Bieingn called upon by

thle officer in comynanli of tile deparstment to advannce· Oil
the credcit of tile Confederat~e G-overnment, 0,96,436 snnd
eleven emits, to enable kim to pay the Regiments who
Were ordered from our State the amount Which was due

them previous to their departuire; I adv7anced the amount

upon the Confederate Treasureris certificate of deposit. At

the time I had not been notified of the full amount of the'

a War Tax, the returns of assessment not having been coin

pleted, and believed that by advancing the amount in State'
Treasury Notes, I would accomplished two objects, viz: the

paymuent of our troops, and in return for th6 amount ad ,
vanced receive funds which w. ere nec6ssary to be had t&

pay the balmnce of the War Tax. This amount is now m
the State Treasury to be applied to the paydriit of debts

which will be due from the Stae the first of January next.-

TREASIXTY ROTES.

I would respectfully suggest to the General Ass6nmibly to

grant authority to arrange for, and deq3osite suitable fund

in solvent Bauks in other States, to stmstain tche 6i'eulation

of theTreasury Notes of Florida in those Stafesy and thus

ouhance the value of the bonds of time State, ds tell as sus-

tain the credit of the Treasury notes as a citculatin'g me: 

REPORTS OF HEADS OF DEPAR'fl!ETS

Herewith is submitted to'your consideration reports madn 4,
to me by the Attorney General, the Comptroller, the Regi..

ter of lands, and the Treasuret'.
p Many inportant facts are stated, and` valuable suggestions

made in the respective reports, to which your attciifion it
fespectfully invited.
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Tile Treasulrer's and Comptroller's reports will exhibit to'
'our consideration the fiscal affairs ofthe State. These re-

ports show, as usual, that the expenditures'of the State, even:
for civil purposes, exceed the receipts. I have had no reason
to change the opinions which were expressed in a message
to the last General Assembly as to the most advisable plan of
reducing the expenditures. These opinions appear upon the
journal and it is deemed unnecessary to repeat them.

To derive the means necessary to meet the expenditures
and sustain the Government, is a matter within your dis-
cretion, and is to be provided for by suitable legislation
It is difficult and perhaps extremely unjust. to enforce laws
for the collection of taxes against the property of the brave
men who are absent from the State fighting the battles of
the country, and especially against the property of such as
are poor, and have left scarcely means enough, if enough, to
aid in the support of their families.

The amnount which has been paid for military purposes
has been prepared, arranged in duplicate vouchers, and slb-

mitted through Col. Hugh Archer, the Adjutant and In-
spector General of the State, (as a special agent of the State,)
to the consideration of the proper department of the Con-
fededated Government. His report relative thereto is here-.
-with shnbmitted.

- wihLOANS TO TeI PENSACOLA AND GEORGIA ATT RoAnD.

Silce& the adjournment of the last General Assembly, and
at a time when an assault upon Fernandina was threatened
and expected, the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company

hliad the misfortune to lose by fire their foundry, machine'
shops, one of the locomotives, and all the oils and materialk
ilecessary to' the operations of the %oad. I was informed b-
the President of the Road that owing to this misfortune and
the consequent want of materials, as well as the want of
IBaloney to procure them, the order of the officers in commanl:

I' -l X
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i:il * of the Military Department could pot be executed. Brig
I'l,; ilGeneral Trapier at the time was at Fernandina, gallantly

, i)awaiting the expected attack of the enemy. The Confede- / '
,llil~iJrate Government had neither money nor agent here to sup-m

l|-" ply the means, and agreeably to the authority vested in the
jill,! iGovernor of the State by the first section of the 34th ordi-
,l glllqnance of the Convention then in force, as the Governor of
,! iilithe State I procured by loan from the State Bank of Florida

"ql ! Five Thousand Dollars, and advanced the amount to the
* President of the Road, upon the faith of the Confederate

IlN'j! Government to refund money advanced necessary for the
rjiylF .support of military operations. The advancement of the
l .~i! ~amount was necessary to ensure the transportation of the

forces and munitions of war requisite for the defences of
Fernandina and East Florida generally. The amount hasi

'!,t'" j since been refunded to the State-the note given me has

,,, l ~been paid and cancelled.

'g ;~,"}1' . THE $21,000 DRAFT.

I,, !~It is perhaps due to the State and to myself to allude to
a circumstance referred to by a committee in a report to the

l ; ~ last Convention. In the report it is stated, "Your com-
mittee cannot omit to note the fact that $21,000 of the funds
of the State were in the hands of the Governor at the time

! *i !!-his first communication in response to the resolution of the
.ii'! Convention was made, and no information given thereof."

fl&1l In regard to this matter there seems to have been a misap-
'."|| plprehension of facts. By reference to the first communica-
p'i! ~tion made by me, according to the journal of their proceed-
.! jli ings, it will appear that I had expressed a desire to receive
*IcII",a committee of discreet men, free from prejudices, to be sent

l *1jl ~ . by the Convention, to whose prudence I could entrust a
!i i[knowledge of facts that I was unwilling, for the credit of the

¢i! 1 State, to make public. One fact was that the Treasury oj
Mis l the State wNas empty; that to subsist our forces in servicei

f111'1
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$i' -the only reliance, without unnecessary sacrifice, was a draft
ill of $21,419,50 whichli had not yet been discounted, and which,
jif if discounted and the proceeds placed in the Treasury, would
iOn be drawn out upon warrants upon. civil claims, and leave the
t f \ ~forces at Apalachicola without the ineans of subsistence.
ilB When the committee was appointed and visited the Execu-
ji; tive Chamber this draft was exhibited to the committee, and

'C ' ' the reasons for my keeping control of it explained, and in
l : ~ presence of gentlemen who were present, the committee ap-'
'it ~pyoved of my course. The draft could not be discounted in
,-, ;Tallahassee, but was soon after sent to Savannah and dis-
t 1~counted, the proceeds deposited in the Treasury and used

?; for the purposes for which the amount was intended. It is
ti~naot to be presumed that any members of the Convention
\l ^were anxious to have the draft discounted and the money
*'J: placed in the Treasury, drawn out to pay the expenses of
I . - the Convention, and thus leave the troops to suffer for the
1; ! means of subsistence.

,1 X ~AID TO INDIGENT FAMILIES OF VOLUNTEERS, &C.

, i ~ I would respectfully recommend to your honorable body
' ] 1 to make ample provisions to secure the necessary food and
I'. clothing to the indigent families of those who have volun-
-' yteered or been brought into service as conscripts. A fund
?jb'f should-be provided for the purpose by taxation, the amount

Ill thus raised deposited in the State Treasury and prudently
|U44 distributed. In pursuance of the spirit manifested by Con-
t; 'gress in imposing "the War Tax" those who are in ser-

E vce, whose entire property does not amount to five hundred
t js dollars, should be exempted from such taxation. The plan

of relief devised by the last Legislature is imperfect. There
> ~are several counties in the State where the amount of prop-

Ai eerty is not sufficient to raise by a county tax the means ne-
I'tl; essary, atgl in these counties particularly, the citizens have
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m anifested their patriotism by volhnteering ald leaving their 

parents, wvives and childen, dependent upon the good will ;
and faith of the State for their support. -

In considering the provision made in otlerw States for this I
lj; Ipurpose, my mincl has been favolrably impressed with the ' I

act passed by the General Assembly of Alabama, a copy of
lPi| ~ which is herewith sublitted, and to which your attention is

respectfully invited.

'IS'TIfLERIES. r

There is no. statute of the State forbidding distilleries. Cir-
eumstances connected with the plesent war have exhibitel
prominently the wicked influenees pf intemperance. Nev-
ertlheless the Confedelrate Government have deemed it nec-

essary to lhave Whislkey and Alcohol distilled for medicinal
purposes, and a correspondence between Dr. E. W. Johns
the Medical Purveyor anld mIyself is hereby attached, to 

'ii' ~ which your atteution is respectfully invited. I am anxions 
that Floida should afford everly facility to the Confederate 
Government to provide for the healtli ancl comfort of the
soldiers, but candor requires me to say, that with the pros-

pect before us of the continued scarcity of flour which is 
now experienced, my judgment does not approve of the policy 
of converting corn into whliskey or alcohol. The corn will be. 
needed by the people for bread, and to feed the immense i
number of horses which are in use for military purposes.

Notwithstanding the alleged bountiful crop of corn, it is a]l
ready commanding high prices, and in proportion to tke
amount which shall be distilled, the price will be increasedj
and lessen the opportunities of the poor and needy to pro-
cure bread. 

KI;JI ~ ~~Moreover, experience has proved that in soime instanlces, 
intemperancehas been the alleged cause of defeat to our
arms, ail that among thle healthy ardent spirits create a ;
mor bid appetite which exert thl;e nlost demodalizin g iinfluences'
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vention had the power to invest them, with extraordinary power “to declare 
martial law, to such extent, in such places and at such times as shall be 
required by the exigencies of public affairs to arrest and detain all disloyal 
and disaffected persons whose being at large they shall deem inconsistent 
with the public safety; to order and enforce (subject to the owner’s right to 
receive due compensation from the State) such disposition or appropriation 
of private property for public uses as the public necessity shall appear to 
them to require; to make and cause to be executed all such orders, 
regulations and amendments as they shall from time to time find expedient, 
in cases of imminent danger from invasion or otherwise, for bringing into 
service, organizing and supporting the whole, or any part of the population 
of the State, to be employed in the public service, and also for maintaining 
such efficient police as shall by them be thought necessary; to make, secure 
or employ arms or munitions of war, and whatever else may be required for 
the defence of the State; to constitute and appoint such agents as shall be 
necessary for the more efficient execution of the powers hereby confided to 
them; for these purposes to draw money from the public Treasury by 
warrants from the Comptroller for the same, which warrants the 
Comptroller is hereby required to issue on their demand; to make all such 
nominations and appointments for military offices as the Governor has 
heretofore been authorized to make; to fill all offices and appointments 
when there is any vacancy for default of action by the General Assembly, or 
otherwise during a recess, and to fill any vacancy which may occur in the 
Council by reason of the death, resignation, or removal from the State, of 
any one of the members thereof chosen by this Convention.” 
 In the execution of these extraordinary powers it is provided in the 
5th section of said Ordinance, ”That the Governor and any two of the 
members of Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, and the con- 
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currence of a majority of all present shall be required for the validity of any 
action in which the Governor and Council are required to act conjointly.” 
 When the Convention assembled, soon after their organization, 
they informed me of their presence by a committee. Composed of 
respectable gentlemen from various positions of State I extended the 
civilities due to fellow citizens of commanding influence, but frankly 
expressed to them the opinion which I entertained, and now entertain, “that 
the powers with which they had been invested by the people ceased with the 
accomplishment of the objects for which they had been elected as delegates 
to represent the people in Convention, as well as by their own action in 
Convention, and by the terms of their own adjournment. That I would not, 
however, arrogate the right of deciding upon their claims to power, unless 
brought in conflict with them in the performance of duties incidental to my 
official position, in which event I should, to the best of my ability, ‘preserve, 
protect and defend’ the Constitution, and enforce the laws of the State---  
that I would  extend to them the respect which was due to gentlemen of 
intelligence, and afford them every facility, as citizens of the State, for 
ascertaining the true condition of State affairs--- especially in regard to 
finances—and would be happy to co-operate with them consistently with 
the Constitution and laws, in any practical effort, to promote the welfare 
and dignity of the State.” 
 The primary object and purpose of the Convention was to decide 
whether or not Florida should secede from the United States—and if she 
did, whether or not she would do so alone, or co-operate with other states 
in dissolving the Union. 
 I have no reason to believe that any other questions were 
discussed by the people. Upon the issues incidental to these questions 
alone, parties were arrayed and delegates to the Convention elected. 
 The people certainly did not intend to invest the Convetion  
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with the ordinary legislative powers. Accustomed to act upon the principles 
which time immemorial had established as necessary to the preservation of 
civil liberty, they certainly did not intend to intrust their liberty, lives and 
property to the caprices of unrestrained legislation. The history of ancient 
Republics and of the United States, had taught them to know the value of 
constitutional restraints upon legislation and the dangers incident to a 
majority despotism. The Congress of the United States and the General 
Assemblies of the several States, in their legislative action were subjected to 
Constitutional restraints, and no proposition would have been considered 
by the intelligent people of Florida more preposterous than a legislative 
body without restraint. The Constitution of the Confederate States, and the 
Constitution of each of the Confederate States, provides for the exercise of 
the veto power, to restrain hasty and detrimental legislation. Of all 
despotisms a majority despotism is most dangerous to civil liberty. But if 
the people did intend to invest the Convention with sovereign power and the 
ordinary power of legislative assemblies, the Convention, by the adoption of 
the Constitution which they promulgated on the 27th day of April, 1861, as 
the supreme law of the State of Florida, and which they themselves, 
(previous to their last meeting,) and the civil and military officers of the 
State had sworn to “preserve, protect and defend,” had yielded the powers 
of legislation in the terms of the Constitution. 
 In my judgment very erroneous opinions have prevailed on two 
subjects. First, that when the State seceded its own organic Government 
ceased. Second, that the people of the State are indebted to the Convention 
for the present Constitution of the State. 
 If the first proposition were true, Florida was not an Independent 
Sovereign State, but a mere appendage of the United States Government, 
and had no right to secede in a 
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political character, although her people as individuals had the right, with a 
hazard of rebellion and revolution. 
If the second proposition were true, it would be the incident of the first, and 
if Florida had no Constitution for the Government and protection of the 
people, until Convention adopted the Constitution, there are no statutes or 
laws of force in the State, except such as have been enacted, or adopted, 
since adoption and publication of the Constitution by the Convention. 
 The facts are, the Convention did no more have republished the 
Constitution of the State which authorized Florida, as a free, sovereign and 
Independent State, by the will of her people, through a Convention to 
secede. The Convention was authorized to make such amendments to the 
Constitution as the cessation of political relations demanded, and for the 
amendments made by them, the people are indebted to their wisdom. 
 The second article of the Constitution provides, 1st, that :the 
powers of the Government of the State of Florida shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, and each of them confided to a separate body of 
magistracy, to-wit: those which are Legislative to one; those which are 
Executive to another; and those which are Judicial to another.” 
 2nd “No person or collection of persons, being one of these 
departments, shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the 
others, except in instances expressly provided for in the Constitution.” 
 By the 1st section of the 3rd Article of the Constitution, “the 
supreme executive power is vested in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be 
styled the Governor of the State of Florida.” 
 By the 1st section of the 4th Article, “the Legislative power of the 
State is vested in two distinct branches, the one styles Senate, the other the 
House of Representatives,  
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and both together, the ‘General Assembly of the State of Florida.’” 
 The 1st section of the 5th Article vests the judicial power of the State 
in a Supreme Court, Courts of Chancery, Circuit Courts and Justices of the 
Peace—and no one of these departments has any right to exercise any 
power belonging to either of the other. 
 The Convention did not possess Executive, Legislative, or Judicial 
powers, but simply delegated authority to exercise the power of the people, 
in severing the relations of the State, with the United States, and making 
such amendments to the Constitution, as were necessary to Florida as a 
free sovereign and independent State, separated from other States, without 
detriment to the Commonwealth. 
 The Convention had no power to destroy the Government of the 
State as established by the Constitution, and thus hurl the people into a 
state of anarchy and confusion. 
 The Convention had no right therefore, to create an Executive 
Council and invest the Council with Supreme power over the liberty, lives 
and property of the citizens. 
 These opinions I expressed respectfully to the gentlemen whom the 
Convention elected as members of the Council, and extended to them the 
courtesy due to gentlemen of intelligence, patriotism and integrity. 
 We had, as you will perceive by the copy of the proceedings 
attached, several meetings, and adjourned on the 1st of May last, with 
mutual respect and kindness, to meet again on the 7th day of July, but none 
of them attended on that day; and since that time I have not had the 
pleasure or honor of meeting with them. 
 If the opinions I have entertained and expressed are erroneous, 
and the Convention possesses the powers it claimed, then in Florida there 
are three legislative bodies—the Convention—the Executive Council—and 
the General Assembly—the last the only one subject to constitutional 
restraint. 
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The causes assigned by the President of the Convention why he 

called the Convention to its last session, viz: to repeal an ordinance which 
repealed a statute of the General Assembly—which statute a short 
experience had proved even to the members of the Convention, to be 
necessary to the credit and plighted faith of the State—proved conclusively, 
at least in that particular, the superior wisdom I respectfully invoke to 
repeal that portion of the 49th Ordinance of the Convention which 
authorizes the sale of lands of the State at nominal prices. The effects of the 
Ordinance have been to enable speculators to purchase large bodies of land 
at much less than their value, and in some instances, to deprive the wives 
and children of our absent soldiers of homes, at which they had left their 
families under the protection of the State. In my humble opinion, the sale of 
lands in the State should have been suspended during the was, that when 
it closed, our gallant soldiers—honorably distinguished by their noble 
deeds—should, upon their return, have been afforded the opportunity of 
procuring in their own State comfortable homes at reasonable prices. The 
ordinance of the Convention has a provision which was intended, no doubt, 
to protect soldiers in exemption rights, but there was no clause in the 
provision which accomplished the object. 

 
CLASSIFICATION OF THE ORDINANCES. 

 
By the 63rd ordinance the Convention classified their ordinances, 

distinguishing such as they intended should be permanent, and such as 
might be repealed by the General Assembly. Such ordinances as were not 
permanent in their character the 63rd ordinance makes repealable. For the 
convenience of the General Assembly I present herewith an analysis of all 
ordinances of the Convention, to which the attention of your honorable 
body in respectfully invited. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 

 
 The resources of the State to redeem its Treasury Notes and 
sustain its government, are the lands owned by the State and taxation. 
 The lands are ample for the purpose, if wisely disposed of. I would 
respectfully recommend that the sale of lands be postponed until the 
termination of the existing war. That then, those who have rendered 
military service should each have secured to him or his heirs an exemption 
right of at least one hundred and sixty acres of land; that having been done, 
the remaining lands should be disposed of from time to time, at public 
outcry, after reasonable notice of the time of sale has been published in the 
State and the adjacent States. The competition thus excited would secure 
reasonable prices, and invite emigration to the State, and in proportion to 
the property introduced by emigrants, and the improvements which would 
be made on the lands—if the proceeds of the  sales should be insufficient to 
relieve the State from debt—the weight of taxation would be lightened, and 
additional facilities secured for the support of the government and the 
prosperity of the State. 
 I recommend that returns of all taxable property should be made 
under oath, and the owner, or owners, or agents be required to specify the 
tract or tracts of land owned agreeably to the descriptions given in the 
patents of title or Register’s certificate; also that returns should specify 
certain ages of slaves, and a specific tax be imposed accordingly as 
suggested in the Comptroller’s  report. 
  

ESTATES. 
 The Treasury Notes of the Confederate Government should be 
made receivable in payment of all dues to estates of deceased persons, to 
remedy existing evils arising from the hesitancy of Executors, 
Administrators and Guardians 



40

fq receive tbpin in pqymnent of claims. EFecutolrs, Adl-lin-
istrators, aid GuardL1dis should bp authorized to invest any
fimds belonging to estates, or to minors in Confederate
bonds. I would alsg respectfully recommend such legisla-
tion as may be consistent with the Constitution to sustain
the circulation of the Confederate Treasury Notes at par,
value.

t·~ ~SALT.

In NovemFbpr At I was informed that there was a large.
quantity of salt at Apalacllicola, held for the purllposes of spec
ulatioiL Citizeijs of this and adjacent States desired to,
purclhase, and a reflusal to sell at reasonable prices, produced
excitement whiel4 threatened to terminate in violence by the,
seizure of the salt by a mob. At the time, Apalacihcola w-as
threatened by the enemy, and the salt was liable to fall into
their hands. The salt was much needed for the use 'of the
State Forces and their families and other citizens. General
Floyd, the officer in command, was ordered to take posses-
sion of the Salt and send it (except such as might be neces-
sary at Apalachicola) to Ochesec, 90 miles above Apalaa i-
cola, and store it there witlh Mr. Jason Gregory. The order
wvas executed. Suit le agents weye appointed to dispose of
it, by sale to the sqd~iers families.an,4 to other citizens. ' It
was distributed by sale as directed, except a small quantity
now in the Quarter-Master's Departwent, to be distributed
gratuitously to citizens unable to purchase.

There was a quantityof the salt owned by Mr .D. K. Dodge, 
(agrreeable to the information I had receiyecl,) a respectable
citizen and merchant of Apalachicola. Mr. Dodge visited
me at this place on the subject. I 6s4jgVed to him the rea-
sons why the salt had been taken, and' the conditions and
price, viz: five dollars per sack, upoA which it had been or-
dlered to be disposed of, and offered s9; pay him five dollars
per sack at that-time, or whenever he should desire it, forl the
* . -
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qiiantity which bad been seized. Ile decli'ned to reCeive tlic-

oney, bIt agreed to, receive in ppayment for a large portion
oftl a~;'l .'ticllrlc 722ben sold by Mr. IsaC i Harris, of'
Grcadsdcu and Mr. Isaac Widgeeon, of Jacklsoii co o jty, drafts
Vor the amnount which had been sold by thesegentlemen, ,nd!
to receive the amount which would be due for the balance of

the salt whenever lie niighdt demnalnd it.
I accordingly gave him drafts on Mr. Harris and on Mr.

VvWidgeon, but from some cause unknown to me, lie did not

present tie drafts to these gentlemen, or return them to me.
The proeeeds.,of the sales are on special deposit in the State'
Treasury, andc herewi t, is submitted copies of the orders and

'I, I'.Tesuy adlir\N sbmte

correspondence on the sntrject, together with a statement

s$pecif'ing the, sales uaadea of the salt..
It hIas been an imlportant question for spie time past, what

.provision shall be made to secure to our citizens the salt

which will be. needed. in the Stat6. Twelve thousand sacks.

of ordinary size -would be an abundant supply, and I should
have endeavored to procure the quantity necessary, but I had

uo ,athority to, use the funds of theState for- the lurpose.- 
During the last three or four months immense quantities of
salt have beenl and stl l are, being made in the State. Daily
thousands of bushels have been,. and are being trans-.
ported from the. State.

I The makers of salt have the, protection of the State, and
have made, and arc making immense profits in its man '

Imfacture. The laborers and teams necessary to its manu. 
fiactuve and transportation have consumed, and are consum-
ing large quantities of grain which has been made in the.

State, and in proportion to the quantity consumed, and be

1, .Ii ing consumed prices upon bread stuffs have been advanced,.

and they rendered mI~ore difficult to procure.

'iii''' l·have been exempted by an act of Congress friom the military 4

*ervice of the Confederate States,, and to secure at least

II, II,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1
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stil ciunt salt to supply the indigenit fi;lllic3 of tlkb wic,
have voluntteered and are iii military service, or hatve been
conscripted, killed, wvoundied or been dischar ged for disabilityj
I would respectfully recommend to your honorable body td
enact a law requiring tliosc engawc d in makingr salt to pay
for the ptvilege one tenth part of the salt maniufactuired or
hereafter to be manufactured in the State, to be appropriated
to the use of indigent families particulala, and for the bble-
tit of the State generally, and by the same statute to pi'o
vide for suitable agents to receive and distribute the salt;
and for its enforcement.

While in other Statws hundreds of bushels heave been nan-
nfaetured, thousands of bushels have been manufactured
in Florida. Daily hundreds of wagons. a!id teamn
are passing to and fro through Florida from other
States, transporting salt manufactured in. this Statoi col:-

pI eluming our means of subsistence, contributing only to the

tupidity of speculators, who refuse, if I am inforned cor-
rectly, to receive the Tresury Notes or the State in all their
fiscal transactions, and thus while deriving subsistence from
the State, inflict injury upon its credit. It is said and
believed that.parties engaged. in making salt upon our coast,
soon after they commenced its manufacture sold it at three
dollars per bushed, and considered that price remunerativd
for the labor and attention necessary to its mnnufcture.
But a wicked spirit of speculation induced a monopoly on
the part. of some engage-d iii its manufacture, which has

-j caused the price to be advanced to sixteen and twenty dollars
per bushel. I appeal to the wisdom of your honorable
body for suitable remedies against fipe evils complained of,
compatible with the comity and kindness of commercial in-
terCourse which sould be maintained between the States.

MONOPOLIES.

The 24th section of the 1st article of' the Constitution de-

'1·i~i·;O
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klaies, i tllat perliitiilties and molnop Wics fire c`iltralay tu.
the genius of a friee State and ouglt not to be allowed." In
pursuance-of this wise provision of the Constitntion, the last
General Assembly of the State enacted a law to prevent mo-
nopolies, and the law, while generally considered of force,
restrainied the cupidity of those disposed to monopolize and
speculate upon the prime necessities of life. But the Con-
vention at the last called session alluded to, repealed the act

'of the Qeneral Assembly, and immediately, thereafter the
flood-gates of every species of villainy seemed to be nn-
hinged, and firom every portion of the Stateintelligence has
bteen received at the Executive Department of the vile acts
;of heartless villains, in monopolizing andllcl speculating at the
most exhorbitant prices upon salt, leather and other articles 
'of prime necessity. 

Upon this subject, I have been requested by the Governo-: 
bf, Georgia, made agreeably to- a resolution of the General 
Assembly of that State, to invite the attention of the Gener- i; R: ~al Assembly Of the State of Fldilda, to an act passed by the 
General Assembly of Georgia, entitled "Alu Act to prevent
daring the existing war, monopolies, extortibns anud slpecula-

I -l! |tions in breadstnffs and other articles of general use and con- 
sum ption, and to make such acts criminal, and to provide pen- 

alties for the same."
The copy of the act is herewith submitted to your serious

consideration. I respectfully recommend to your honorable
body to enact a suitable act for the prdtection of the people 
of Florida.

ii;~ n1 l ~HOSPrTAL IN VIRGINIA. 

The hapless condition of troops from Florida in service iMi
it~IK l;Virginia, made a hospital in Richmond necessary to their

iiK; personal comfort. By the patriotic and energetic efforts of
Gen. M. Whit Smith, Dr. Green H. Hunter, Mrs. M. M.
Reid, and other good citizens, a suitable buitdiing was provi-

Illi'
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add there, ant to supply it with what was necessary, miany-
kcitizeus have contributed generously, and as the Governor of
the State, I advanced the amount necessary to make up any
unppposed deficiency. From a list annexed, your lonorable

body may ascertain the tespective amounts subscribed by.
*bonimunities and indivi'duals, so far as they, ave been made
known to me, and the amount advanced and applied by the
State. At the request of ilinuy prominent citizens, I agreed
'to aid in the managehent ot the Hospital, and for the pur-
pose haVe appointed Dr. Palmer Superintendent and Direc-
tor, and Dr. Green H: Hunter a special agent. I have recent-
ly been informed that Dr. E. T. Sahal, a worthy citizen of this
State, a surgeon df distinguished ability, had been assigned
to the Hospital by Odufederate authority, From the perso-
nal acquaintance which I have of Dr. Sabal as a patriotic
hnd intelligent gesitleman; a learned and skilful physician
and surgeon, the intelligefee of his appljointment was entirely
agreeable to md and can but inspifit the immnediate' relatives
and friends of those who may be innuates of the Hospital,
with confidence as to the kind and' skilful tredtment which
they will receite.

Like provisidn should be made for troops from Florida in.
other States, add I woald xespectfull y recornffend. to your
honorable bod& to niake aniple provisions to secure the com-
fort of the wditded, sick and need sdldiers. of the State,
wherever they taha bb. It would afford me pleasure to ren-
der any assistdbee, but the entire management of affairs nec-
tssary to the Atcdnplishent of the purpose, could and
would be iich more efficiently conducted by special agents,
who could devote the personal attention necessary, and which

blilcial duties render ihnjossible on my part.
HOSPITAL IN FLORIDA.

In this city is a -o'pi tal, which was established by the I zt
dies of Tallahassee. The coilimodious and Jplea.analt buildlld
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jl .1!u {occllupiedl or) thle pu1rpose, N\tv; gellerollyly oflfercd to tlhem,

I: l 11fiee of expenlse lo the State, by our worthy fc11olv-citix zel
C'ol. Alfried Fisher.

Every article which llwas necessary to the colfort of the

IX~ l l sick andcl wounldel soldiers who hadl been or were in service,
!1( wa~v.s contributedby the ladies, and their personal attendanlec
l a~:nld kindnlless, have gently imposecl upol those who wlere illn-

mnates of the hIospital, anld upon theState generally, a sacred
I;~ 1\ldebt of gratitucle.

The generous citizens of Montieello and of Lake City, also
Ij~ : ;provided and ftrnished Hospitals in those places, whiclh hliave

exalted the distinguished reputation of our citizens for char-
ity and gererosity, and entitle themn likewise, to the endear-
ing obligations of gratitude on the part of the State, and of

the many soldiers whllo experienced the blessings provided.
It is a proper subject of conglratulation, that in every

Isrj ,l ~ village and neiglborhood throughout the State, the citizens
I l i S generally, and the ladies particularly, have extended to every

l, ,j passingb soldier, sick or woundlled, the attention anll 1ufans
t Iil'necessary to his personal comfort and relief: tnci whenever

and wherever efforts for relief have been unavailing and
death has ensued, the gallant soldier has been consigned to1Il,'l the grave wvitll appropriate ceremonies, with grief at his coun-

, i 1 tlry's loss, and sympathy for his friends.

~i~~~ | CLO'rIING FOR ThE SOLDIERS.

i i jThe vicissitudes of war movements have, according to in-

f;|i ~i fonrmation reecived, rendered many of the forces from this
111 2 ~State destitute of necessarly clothing. The ample provision

wvhich it was believed wolcl be made by the Walr Depart-
Il5 mi leat-froml causes that perhapls could not have been over-

come-it appears has not been made. In various portions
i*~ ~ of the State, the citizens have contributed frieely, and I

have exhaunsted all the resoulreae authorized by law in effort.:
e~idl !~to provide i;'hat was necessiar Ty.

1,.,,1111



The women of Florida " God bless them," have signialized
themesIves and oiW noble caise by their generons, patriotic
and untiring efforts to feed and clothe our gallant soldiers,
and cheer them on to victory in the achievement of our In-
dependene-by bold and defiant resistande to villanous and
darinig efforts of the enemy for our sabjugation.

I would respectfully recommend to your honorable body,
to make liberal appropriations and suitable provisions to aid
the Confederate Government in clothing and supporting
the armies in the field.-

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS.

I would respectfully invite your attention to the fact, that
the construction placed by me on the latter clause of the
16th section of the 3rd article of the Constitution-upon
which construction I have acted, and shall continue to act
while Governor of the State-is different from that given, to
it by my imnediate predecessors, who acted upon their own
construction, The clause alluded to, is as follows: if any

bill shall not be returned by the Governor within five days,
Sunday excepted,) after it shall have been presnted to

i: him) the same shall be a law in like manner, as if lie had
usigned it, nless the General Assembly by their adjourn-

vnentprevent its return, in whioli case it s/all not be a law."
cThe onstruction placed upon this clause of the Constitution

bymy immiediate predecessors was, that they had the right
to siayn bills after tie adjournment of the General Assembly,
and they did sign mnany bills after the -adjournment, all of

k which, if in the course of litigation they had been snbmitted
tothe consideration of an intelligent Court, would, in my
biumblo- judgemet, have been pronounced uncnustitutional

Andi conseqiucntlf of no legal force.
The last General AS6emnbly passed many important bills

ahich had not bceen enrolled, othei%3 which had been enrolled
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werti not presented to inmy consideration previously to, thec
i|djournicnt, conslequently muchll of their arclduous labor iA
Legislation iwas useless and exlpensive to the State.

4 ~I ~ Your attention is invited to the subject, that, being ap-
prised of the opinio, which I entertained, and upon which
I shall act, tihe legislation which your honorable body shall
deem necessary to the welfare of the State mnay be perfected

V l l jl previous to your adjonrlnment.
The attention of the General Assembly is respectfully

called to the twenty-sixth and twenty-sevelni 1 sections of the.
j1 fourth article of the Constitution, with a view to such legis-

lation as shall be needful in the exercise of the authority
' ibt therein granted. The twenty-sixth secetion, directing the

V1 l l~lll remtoval of officers for ineapacity, miscondupt or neglect cf
1 |il duty, charges the General. A'ssemlbly with the duty of pass-

ing a law providing the mode in which all trials shall be
lad, whore no special mode is provided by the Constitution.il ~~l Aside from the imlportance of uch a l th duty oenact-

. ,!1li: ing it will be seen to. be impecative, and should not be over-
'q lz'liooked in your deliberations. It is believed that no simple

and expeditious means no exist to deprive inompetent and
-i lll Ijnefficient officers of their commissions, however injurious

Vij ctheircontinuance in offee may betothe public interests,
rll' l IanSd I therefore invoke yotr early attentioli to the slbject,
lj/~l~ inlthle hope that you will not suffcr the present session to

expire withoutsupplying the want which has been so se-
lijl'l'; riously felt in the past.

The twenty-seventh section refers to the organization ofa
Cotut for thle trial of offences coinmitted by slaves, firee le-
gl'OCS and mulattoes. The provision made in this section

4! 111 for such trials was manifestly intended to be but temporary,
!,¼:, 1J§and ultil the General Assembly coulcl act lpon the subject

' llj Experience has provecl that the court which has been con-
stituted is extremely cumbersome, and indeed utterly unfit-

NI , I



.bor thle dule an1d prpel) examinlation alnd decis;ion of the prll-

tiples of law involvctl in nearly everly crinlilnal tlial. A
Court composed of fourteen persons to whlom is commintteed

the decision of the lawv and the facts qf a case, at once sng-

gests the difficulty ih the way of arriving at a plrompt and

Celrtain conclusion in reference to all the points that arise inll

the course of a trial. When we reflect too that two Jostices

of the Peace and twelve citizens, unlearned in the law, coim-

pose the Court as at plesent constituted, tlhe necessity for a

change better sunited to the end in view, and better calen-

lated to insure the administration of justice, becomes appl-

rent.

'THE BLOCKADE.

From the first moment that it was ascelrtained tlhat forleign

pations had signified their purpose to respect the blockale.

of the ports of the Confederate States, made on the part oft

4 / ~ the Lincoln Government, I entelrtained the. opinion that the

policy of the South was, to remedy tlhe imperfections of the

blockadcle, and to cut off entirely all coummerce with the Uni-

ted States and other foreign nations, until commerciall neces-

sities should demandcl the recognition of the indclependence of

the Confederate States, and the removal of the blockade by

suitable commercial treaties.
In a letter adldressed by me to the Senators and Represen-

tatives of Floriclda in Congress, my opinion and knowledge of

facts to sustain it, was made known, as will appear by the

following extract from the letter:
"The ability of the Confederate Government to commandcl

the respect and the recognition of the Europeanll Govern-

nents, and maintain the war successfully with, the United

States, depends very muclh upon wise control of cotton. Tlhe

villainous traffic rvllichll is carriecl on by speculatolrs, undelr

thle plea of furnishing the people of the South with the prime

nlecessitles of life, shonld be snppressed.

L8.
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in N` t.)V-lrlcic laslt [ opposed vesel leavilng X-paLiie oia

AV itl cottoni but .igreed, after consimiti ng the Sc,(erehtary of tlie

N:avy, to let them dlepart with turpentine. In violation of'
thlis miderstan~:lnino- an aIteu·Ypt ·vast made to leavre the port-i:
wi th a ship load o' cotton, which was prevented by my order

to (ein. F loyd, then in comminand of the forces at Apaiaeahi
Iiola. The Secretary of Waie, the Hon. J. P. Benjamin, inl

terposed, onsisti,.i- oa the right of the vessels to depart.
*A greeably to tire views of tire Secretary of V/ar, five vessels
liii .p-_rjjjjttcd to leave7u the port, and were captured by thoe
eileinyv in tra·insitii."

Since then other vessels have left our porfs with cotton,

some of Winch have returned withi coffee, Palt, and other ar-.
tides of merchandise, which tire owners or their agents hravo
disposed of at the most exorbitant rates to tire citizens of this

and adjacent States.
"Some of the goodsz wFere maniufatctiured in thie inited States,

and over the m eanfacturers stamps upon these goods tile
names of Eimglish mni aufactnuers were stamped, which, upon

being removed exhibited the cunnmin device of Yankee vii-

lain), thuis confirming a suspicion whichr I had entertained
I adu expressed, that frauds were perpetrated nuder tie pre-

A.1.1 terree of loyalty to. the Soutl..

A"Afterpatient enquiries ofseverai m onths tire evidence oh-.

tained, satisfied re byond doubt that individuals residing

1Id I .New Yolrk, Boston, TIavanna and Nassau, and in some of

oLLr Southern cities hldch formed co-partnerships by which to

carry on tie most nefarious and profitable traffc under false
1y l~pretences. Pirters re.siding in tire South professing loyal-

ty to tie South, partners residing at tie North ex-pressing
loyalty to tire North, lald nrtneivs at interniediote points.
loyalty only to circumstances. The owners or agents in Ha-

I-j -ivmra or Nassau receive merchandise sent frQmn Northern

cities; and receive also cotton shipped from tire Southern
)Lirts the merchandise to be sent to the Confederate States,

II· I I



thei cotton to the United Sta!tes and thaN [hu INIi. i01

Chald South hav.7e been and mic fleeced by sPeclaltin' tai nun.

"By such base meajis 01vo citizens have been aitid are bub-
jected to the vilest system of extortion fir the-, "prime ieces-
sities of life," and not only has cotton beeni thus obt'uued by
the enemy, but information prejudicial to our j in~tcsts Iit-1 hs
been obtained; our slaves have leen corrupted and decoved
off, and some of the more ignorant of our white popultlLIOU.

made disloyal by the influencee of traitorous speculators.
"V/hat would be the effect of an Act of Congress prohibi-

ting, under severe penalties, shipments of cotton or other
products from our ports, .and nuder like peialties prollibitilln
the introduction of merchandise, from not only the Ullitcd
States, bat all forei-n countries which refuse or hesitate to
recognize the independence of the Confederate States of
Americra? Our people by industry and eniterprise can imake

all they absolutely need. The citizens of foreign nations.
auxious to trade with us, if preeventel while our ports shall

be blockaded, byV oar qwn q government and the patriotism of
the people, will have a direct and powertul interest in th1e
reinovM of the blockade.

"The love of specnlatipn and profit which makes thousu
auds anxious for the euti-nnace of the war, if all commlerce
shall be intercicted, will make the lovers of traffic in tli
United States and Europe anxious to terminate a war the
existence of which shall be ascertained to be the cause of
cutting off all trade, legitimate or- by fraudulent devices
with the people of the Confederate States.

"But it may be said that soome commerce is necessary to
enable us to get gnus, firearnms, and munitions of war. I-IHave
not the United States captured as many of these articles,
which were purchased by the agrents of the Confederate Coir-
einrent, as have run the blockade ? In proportion to the

number captured by themi, our enemies have been arned at
our expense for our subjugation. VTith the armis and imu-

i~~~~u e o n
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courmrge mid darinn deeds well directed, will make us take
qI from the enemyv what we need with less expense, and with

inure glory, honor, and certainty, than we can obtain them

0pioterwise, while our ports slhall continue blockaded, and for-

cijii nations shall quietly submit to the blockade.
"It was said to be impiortant to encodrage a violation of

the blockade to prove to foreign natidus its inefficiency,

and tl~s invite their O'pposition to it. Thed proof of ita

,inefficiencv has been amiple, but wvith].out producing the
desiired effect.

"n Fo'reian nations will not recognize th> indepefidence of

the Confederate States until comminerce with the Cbnfederate

States will become not only desirable, btit necessary to their

own prosperity. Then, and not until then, will onr inde-

p)endcnce be recognized, aind suitable treaties be made to
regnlate our political relations, aild protect coinuerce with!

other nations."
I am not informed that Congress. has clone anything upon 

that subject. If vdur honorable body shall concur in the

opinions which I haVe expressed, it wilt be your duty to'

Oj nact a law for the protection of Florida, and the deuty of the
Execuitive of the State to hav e it executedI.

RAIL ROADS:

There are io ureaus of transportation more safe and expe-

ditions than Railroads prudently and wisely conducted,

whether for the puiposes of commerce in peace,. oP forP the

&oncentration of troops,&e&. in war.

· I The Rail Road Coinpanies of this State have been libbral-

ly aided by Government patronage. Frequent complaints
however, have been made, that by mismanagement, they

have failed to afford to the military forces as well as the cit-

izens, the prompt, safe and expeditious means of transporta-

tion, which of right could reasonably have been expect&.

i: R6&l
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Assembled from the respective counties of the State, your
lhonorable body have the intelligence necessary to determine
the justice of these complaints, and if true, the power to cor-
rect the evils complained of.

~| - In connection with the military defences of the State, after
;* ~ mature reflection, I still entertain the opinion expressed a year

ago, that the completion of the Pensacola & Georgia Rail
-, Riload to Ohattahoochlee, on the river of that name, is a mili-

tary, political and commercial necessity. It has been time
ft ~and again urged, that it is equally if not more important, to
t nmalke the connection at Hoiuston or Monticello, with the Al-

bany & Gulf Railroad, leadhig from Savannah by Thorn as-
'' yville and Bainbridge to the River. Tlhe reasons why I do
3! ~not yield to the latter opinion are:

First. That if it is a military necessity to connect with the
river it is a pressing necessity; that to comnnect with the Al-
bany & Gulf Rail Road and complete it to the river, a dis-

;1 ~tance of 70 miles has yet to be spanned, while the distance
* ~ is only 22 miles from Quincy to Chattahoochee.
,; . Second. That the Albany and Gulf Road is liable to in-

i ~cursions on the part of the enemy, at various points be-
tween Savannah and the proposed points of connection,
while the route by Quincy could only be interrupted at its
terminus by a large force ascending the river, provided the
means of defense of the Military Department should be ad-

ii' equate, which would require ainuch less force than would
-,r be necessary to protect the various points on the Albany

*j ~ and Gulf Road, which is much more exposed to the enemy.
.1 * Third. When at Chattahoochee the road will be extended

'1 ~ in the direction originally designed and required by the
-t ' charter anid necessary to the political, commercial and so-
J' ~ cial relations of the State.

13. Fourth. If the connection should be made with the
mj ~Albany and Gulf Road, and it extended to the river, the

Pensacola and Georgia Railroad will be entirely supplanted,

V.*_ !
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and the receipts for transportation upon it will not equal the expenses 
which will necessarily have to be incurred to keep it up, and the 
consequences will be ruinous to the stock-holders, and to the best interests 
of the State, and will demand for the relief of the State, the forfeiture of all 
rights to lands which were promised to the Company upon their good faith 
and undertaking to complete the road. 
    Already West Florida complains reasonably and rightfully at the 
immunities granted to the Road upon conditions not complied with, and 
which have debarred the citizens from ownership, occupation and 
cultivation of valuable lands. Important parts of West Florida have not even 
mail facilities with the Capitol of the State, except by a route through 
Georgia, and the only important political right which the citizens enjoy, is 
the right of representation for taxation to support the State Government. 
The consequence is, much dissatisfaction and serious complaints, which 
end strongly and defiantly to the connection of that portion of the State, 
with the State of Alabama. 
    In conclusion, permit me to invite your patriotic consideration, agreeably 
to the request of the Governor and General Assembly of the State of 
Georgia, to the following resolutions, adopted by that proud, powerful and 
noble State, viz: 
    “Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Georgia in General Assembly met, That it is the sense of this General 
Assembly, that the seperation  of those States now forming the Confederate 
States of America, from the United States, is, and ought to be, final and 
irrevocable, and that Georgia will, under no circumstances, entertain any 
proposition from any quarter; which may have for its object a restoration or 
reconstruction of the late Union, on any terms or conditions whatever. 
    “Resolved, That the war which the United States are waging upon the 
Confederate States should be met on our part with the utmost vigor and 
energy, until our indepen- 
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dence and nationality are unconditionally acknowledged by the United 
States. 
 “Resolved, That Georgia pledges herself to her sister States of the 
Confederacy, that she will stand by them throughout the struggle – she will 
contribute all the means which her resources will supply, so far as the 
same may be necessary to the support of the common cause, and will not 
consent to lay down arms until peace is established on the basis of the 
foregoing resolutions.” 
 The Convention, at its called session already alluded to, have 
endorsed in a proper spirit, and in appropriate language, the independent 
and defiant position of Georgia. 
 Florida, with the least means of defence, and more exposed than 
any one of the Confederate States, will doubtless, if need be, to the end of 
time, waive in bold defiance the flag of the State in the face of the enemy, 
relying upon the wisdom, justice and courage which should inspire freemen 
to resist usurpation and tyranny against all odds; with a firm reliance that 
“In God is our Trust,” and faithful to the trust in the exercise of all means in 
their power, Floridians will, at all hazards vindicate their rights, and cherish 
too sacred a regard for the intelligence, virtue and patriotism of their 
mothers, wives and daughters, and for the dignity and honor of the State, 
ever to consent, under any circumstances, to live under a government 
which has tolerated the abuse of defenceless women and unprotected 
children, by armed men, claiming to be soldiers; or to be associated with a 
people whose prime object seems to be social and political equality with 
negroes, and who, in wicked disregard of the lawsof civilization, have 
dishonored and disgraced by murder, rapine and robbery, the flag of the 
chivalric and distinguished sires of the American Revolution. 
 I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
    Your fellow citizen, 
     JOHN MILTON. 
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Mr. Smith moved the reading of the Message be dispensed with. 
Adopted. 
Mr. Abercrombie moved that two hundred copies of the Message 

and accompanying documents be ordered to be printed. 
Adopted. 
On motion, the Senator form Gadsden was excused for a few days. 
Mr. Hogue moved that fifty copies of the Standing Committees be 

printed for the use of the Senate. 
Adopted. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow. 
 

________ 
 

FRIDAY, November 21st. 
 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
The President in the chair. 
A quorum present. 
The journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approved. 
The President announced motions in order. 
Messrs. Tatum and West, the newly elected Engrossing and 

Enrolling Clerks, came forward and were sworn in. 
Mr. Norwood gave notice that on some future day he would 

introduce 
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 20th section of “an act 

entitled an act to amend and consolidate the several acts of this State in 
relation to patrols. Approved December the 17th, 1861”; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of soldier’s families also, 
A bill to be entitled an act to re-establish lost or destroyed 

indictments. 
Mr. Holland moved that the notice asking leave to introduce a bill 

in relation to refusing to receive Confederate States or the Treasury Notes of 
the State of Florida, given by him yesterday, may so be amended as to read: 
A bill to be entitled an act to sustain the credit of the Confederate and State 
Treasury Notes. 

Adopted. 
A message was received from the Governor. 
Mr. Hopkins moved that the message be laid over for the present, 
Which was adopted. 
Mr. Taylor gave notice that at some future day he would ask leave 

to introduce the following bills: 
A bill authorizing and compelling the Judges of the Supreme Court 

to codify the laws of the State of Florida; also, 
 




