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On muotion of Mr. Hopkins, the till relatinig to th- assiessment af
taxeg was placed among the orders of the, day and taken up,

Which was read the third time and put upon its passage.
The vote was
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Arnow, Carter-, Cooper, Hopkins7

Roper, Russel of 1'lth District, Scott, Smith and Taylor--lO.
Nays-TMessrs. Clary; ilogne, i olland, King, Norwood and Rus-

sell of Jefferson-t6.
So the bill passed-title, as stated.
Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represents7

tivee.

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of settlers tinder the
act of Congress for the armed occupation of a part of Florida, 

* tm i ila p p t sr'W.s readl the first time, rule waived, rcad the second and third

times by its title and pait upon its passage.
The vote waszs
Yeas-mr. Scott-1.
Nays-Mir. President, Niesssrs. Arnow, 'Carter, Clary, Cooper,

Hogue, Holland, Hopkins, King, Norwood, Roper, Russell of Jeffrr
son, Russell of 17th District, Smith and Taylor-15.

So the bill was lost.
Ordered thlat the same be certified to tlhe House of Representa-

fivesi.
Hfouse tbill to be entitled an act to regulate trade and intercourse

with the Indialls,
Was read 'the first time Tand ordered for a second reading on to-

1porrOw.

The orders of the day being through with, on motion of Mr, Nor-

wood, the Senate adjoarned until 10 o'clock: to-morrow morning.

SATURDAY, Dncemiber eth, 1862,

Senate miet pursuant to aidjonronient.
Tho President in the Chair.
a quorumi present.
The Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain.
The Journal of yesterday -was read, corn..ted and approved.

The President announced motions in order.
Mr. Arnow moved that a committee of three be appointed to re-

quest the House to return the bill for the i'elief of settlers under the
acts of Cony ess for the armed occupation of a part of Florida,

Which was agreed to, and Messrs. arnow, Scott and Norwood

Appoi nted said committee.
'the committee retired and rcturned and Peported they had par-

formed th ir duity and were discharged.



Mr. Aroow, Mo purrsuance of prieiot"s nut'ec, itroAlucud L I i 
e entitled an act to protect the iutertcits of' ituck owners inl this4

State,

Which was placed among the orders of the day.
Mr. Arnow offered the lbllowviisg resolution cowcerning thie ex-

penditture of unrds:
Whereas,- it. appe_,ars from the report of the Treasurer of this Statc,

dated Novembiler 4th, 1SOg, the foill gwLOTnonis, to wit:
For equipment of forces, ft'2,i)78 Go'
Payment of troops, 67,U35 00
Military purposes, ?24,165 47

Total, 31 7,2'i9 13
Be it therefolre resolved by die Senate and THnme of Reor-ecnta-

tires op tA State of Florida in Geineral 1Asenblty convened, That
thte Treasurer he required to report to the General Assembly, wvith-
out unnecessary delay,

lst. Under and by what authority the mnoney was paid out for 
the equipment of' foiccesm, for payment of troops and for military pur'
poses.

2d. What forces were equipped and the nature of said equip-
ment., and what troops were paid.

3d; Fot what military purposes, giving a detailed account, stating

the manner in which acil h of the aboue items wverec eapended],
Which was read and adopted.
Mr. Norwood, from the Committee onl Confederate Relations,

made the foliowvingr report:
The Comnrittee on Confederate Relations, to whom was' referred

joint resolutiou entitled resolution relating to salt, beg leave to re-
port, that they have had the samei tinder consideration. and return
tbesame, and recommend its lassafge.

JESSE NORWOOD, Chairman.
Whichi was reac and siaid. resolniten placect among- the orders of

the, dav.
Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on Earelted Bills, made the fob-

lowing report:
The Committee on Enrolled Bills report the following bills as cor-

rectly -enrolled, viz:
An act to suspend the collection of taxes in counties held or con-

trolled by the enlemy;
An act in relation to the Courts of Escambia county, and for other

purposes; also,
Au act to aid.the families of soldiers that require assistance.

J. M. TAYLOR, Chairman.
Which was read.
Mr. Norwood, from 'the Committee ot Conufderate Relatiqua,

made the following report:
20
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TIte Commit te oni Coitfederate. Relations, t wh om was referred
bill,;II entited ai)n act for the prevention of engrossment and extor-

lion , beg leave to

REPORT :4

That they haive had the saine- under consideration, and reconm-
niend that the same s3honld not pass, as a bill substantially contain-
ing the provisions of said bill has been passed by the present

JESSE NOR WOOD, Chairman.
Whioh..%vav~s recceived! andt the acccpinpanyingl bill placed among the

Ordero oft tile dayl-

Q1DERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be tutitled s p act lixing he salary of the State Treas¶
*Urer,

Was read the second time and prdered to be engrossed for a
third reading on'lilanday.

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to dpwer,
Was read the second time and ref'erred to the Committee on the

J udiciary.
A bill to bc entitled an sat to proQtpct the interests of stock owners

in this State,
Was read a first time and ordered fdr a aecond reading on Mon-

1Jay.
A resolution relating to salt,
WNas read the second time, rule waived, read the third time and

put upon its passage.
The vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, AMessrs. Atnow, Caiter, Clary, Cooper,

ffopkins, Nino, Norwvood, Roper, Russell of P7th District, Scott,
Huxith and Tafllor-i3.

Nays-Milessrs: Hogue, Holland and Russell of Jefferson-3.
So tile resointion passwl-litl as stated.
Ordered that the same he 6ertified to the House of Represen-.

tatives.
A bill to be entitled-an act to prevent engrossment and eftortion,
Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr.. Norwood, in-

definitely postponed.
A resolution repealing Ordinance No. 60,
Was read the second time.
Mr. Hopkins offered the following as a substitute for the above

resolution
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal somuch. of Ordinance Nd.

60 as suspends the payment of warrants issued. under an act herein
mentioned,

_ _ ~~~~j _
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Which was adopted,
The rule- was waived and the siistitute read the third time by

its title and put upon its passage.
The vote was:
Yeas-Messis. Hogue, Hopkins, Roper, Smith and Tavlor-5.
Nays-Mr. President, Messrs. Arnow, Carter. CIary. Cooper,

King, Norwbod, Russell of Jefferson, Russell of 17th District, and
Scott-10.

So the substitute vwas lost.
House bill to be entitled an act to regulate trade and intercourse

with the Indians,
Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on the

Judiciary.
The following cbmrnunication Vras received from his Excellency

the Governor:
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Tallahassee, Dec. 6th, 1862. j
Fellotw-Citizens of the Senate

and House-of Represeitatives:
I enclose herewith copies of the correspondence between Hloms.

Joh Elrskine and A. P. Wright, Comraissioners on the palt of
Georgia, andHlions. James Banks and M. D. Papy, Commissioners
on the part of Florida, in rderenco to the boundary between the
two States; also copies bf a letter addressed to me by the Georgia
Commissioners, and of a reply thereto from the Commissioners of
Florida; to a31l of which I most respectfully invite your attention.

Very respectfully,
-lsel ~JOHN MILTON.

TALLAHASSEn, Dec. 2ndcl, 1862.

Holns. JOHN ERISKINrAND A. P. VRIOHT,
oomgniissionersfronm Georgia:

Gents: We have the honor to advise you that we have been ap-
pointed Commissioners on the part of the State of Florida, to confer
with you "in relation to the boundary line between the States of
Georgia and Florida, and to make an adjustment and settlement of
the matter.in controversy between the two States relative to said
boundary line." We are prepared. to meet you fr 'conference at
any holir that maywbe convenient to you, or to teccive in wlriting
any proposition you may have to submit. We enclose a copy of
the resolutions of the General Assembly of this State, under authori-
ty of which our appointment has been made.

We, are, very respectfulllv, &c.,
JAMES BANKS,
M-. D. PAPY,

('ommiissiolne' flr Florida,
L 
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TALLAHASSEE, Dcc. 2nd, 1862;
flToa. LA. 1). PrY AN1D JAMES BANKS,

-Crnin1i3ssoners for Florida:
G entlemen : The uindersigned Commissioners on tie pit of Geor 

gia, have tlte lionor to acknofwled the receipt of yonr note to-day,
informing the uindersigned Of your appointment as Commissioners
on. the part of Florida, to confer w-ith. the nndersincd "in relation
to the boundary line between the States of Georgia ant Florida, and
to make an ddjostmcnt and settlement 6f the niatrer in contrdveisy
between the two States relative to the said boundar1 linei" a'id pro-
posing to meet the Commisgioners fionm Iscoigia for conference, or
to receive in writing any proposition they inna' have to niake.' Ac-
companying your note is a copy of tile resolutiens of the General
Assembly of Florida under which you act

Herewith enclosed you will please find a copy of the recital,' pre-
amble and resolutions of the General Assemblx of the State of Geor-
gia, by authority of which the nude's igncd act; and as the powvers
wvith which the undersigned are clothed are limited ii ud specific;
they adopt the latter alternative of vour proposal, and, at once, offer
in -writinig, the folleoving ptopositidn as a Las.S of final settleinent of
the boun01dary line between Georgii and ilorida, that is to say : The
State of Geolrgia, to -avoid further dispute, pioposes to Florida that
what is- denominated the Watson line, or such other boundary line
(as vill leave within the limits of Georgia the fractional lots of land
heretofore sold unider an act or &ets of lier Legislature) shall he
adopted as the boundary line:-

Should the Commissioners on the part of Florida desire to have
an interview with the Commissioners for Georgia. they will be happy
to meet them at any hour indicated; and to exchange Yiews on tile
subject in 6ontroversy. And if the Commissioners of Florida de-
chine to entertain the propositions bf Georgia, the Commissioners
for Georgia will receive any proposal officially made to them, and
transmit the same to the Government of Georgia.

Yburs, respectfully; &c.,
ARTHUR P. WTRIGHT,
.JOHN ERSKINE,

Commissioners.

TALLAHASSEE, Dec. 2d, 1862;
HONe. JOHN ERSKINIE AND A. P. WRIOGHT,

Commissionerfs fom Georqila
GErNs:-We are in receipt of your note of this date, proposing

that whatis denominated the Watson lihe, or such other line as
will leave within the limits of Georgia the fractional lots of hand-

i
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heretofore sold under an act or acts of her Legislature, shbll be
sadopted as the boundary line between the States of Georgia and

Florida. We regret that,.feeling it to be our duty to decline on
the part of Florida the proposition you submit., you were-not vested
with nore aibple powers and a wider discretion.

In justification of the position assumed for our State, we do not
deem it necessary to enter upon the whole history of this contro-
versy from the date of the treatv of settlement, amity and linlits be-
tween the United States and Spailn but will confine ourselves to
the action -of the two States since the date of the agreinemet be-
tween Governor Broome of Floridn and Governor Johnson of Geor-
gia, entered into in 1857.

In that vet, Georgia adopted i ;rerauble and resolution; which
were approved on the 24th day of Decemiber, 1867, from which we
quote as follows:

"CResolved, 1st. That we (lo hereby ratify the action of the late
,ixecntive of this State in acc'mtin' tii prnflosition of tue Governor
of-Florida to adopt the tevrninam pcitis of the present recognized
line as the true terminal points of Gth boundary line, and will regard,
adopt and act upon the present line as rap and recognized between
those points as the settled boundary of the two States, or will so
rcaognize and adept any? othrr line bet-wee-ri those points which
may he ascertained and established on a resurvey acd remarking of
the boundary, provided said bonndsay correction is 'made by virtue
of law and by the-joint notionl oi the Stnates acloesa .l

2d. Be it further resolrved by the authority afore.vccid, 'I'hat, should
it be deemed essential or important by either Scatle to have the
boundary line between the terwinai poiats of the pruseit- recognized
boundary resurveyed and renaarked, the Governor of th s State is
hereby authori7ed to appoint a competent Sur vey or, to join any
such Surveyor appointed on -the part of Florida, to rnn out and
mark distinctly such a lihe from one to the other tierninal points
herein indicated, to be known as the line and settled boundarv be-
tween the two States, the Snrvqyor on the part of Georgia to be
paid such compensation as may be determined on by the present or-
any future Legislature."

Florida, by a similar action and the aloeption of similar -resoj an
tions, approved January 12th, 1859, ratified the agreement of the
Governors of the two States, and provided tfor -the appointment of a
Surveyor to join the Surveyor on the pait of Geoigia. to run but
and mark distinctly the line between the terminua poi'ts itodicated.
Indeed, the resolutions adopted by Florida are tee same in all i-c-
spects as those' previously adopted by Georgia, wxith tlhe esueptios
9nly of the necessary transposition of words to suit the case. Wlhell

both States had thus acted -througtntglici Esxecntive vpid egislative
authorities, Florida congratulated herself that in a spirit of concilia-
tion and friendsbhip this 1keg pvndiug c0ontroCvCn';v -wa- haipi
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bronult to aAt end. Nothing remainedl -but the actual desiguatior
by distinct marks. of the line thusagreed upon, and both States ap-
pbinted surveyors for that purpose, who fully and harmoniously
executed the work to which they were assigned. i

If there was left aly rbim for controversy as to what was under-
stood to be the then present recognized line and the terminal points
th ereof, alldifficult& was removed by the subsequent action of Georgia.
Without commenting on the fact that the Surveyor, on the part of
both States, did not disagree as to what was intended by the parties;
and acted on the idea that Elicott's mound was the designated
Eastern terminus, we beg to refer t .the act of the Legislature of
Georgia, approved Dec. I0th, 18-59, entitled "An act to recognize,
under certain circumstances, the boundary line between the States of
Georgia and Florida as the permanauent bonudary," &c., '-e. By the
first sectiou it was eulnated, '"That if the State of Florida shall duly
recognize, and by law declare the line now being run by the
joint surveyors of Florida and Georgia, that is to say, the first line
run by them from the Western to tfhe la:stern designated terminus,
as the permanent boundary line betweel the two States, that the
said line is eiteby recognized, adopted and declred on the part ot
Georgia as the true and permanent line of boundary; provided,
nevertheless, on the Eastern terminus it does not' depart exceeding
one-fourth of a mrile froni Ellicott's mound." It is thus apparent
that Georgia considered Ellicott's molund as one of the terminal
points mentioned in the agreement, betwcen.Governors ,Broome and
Johnson, afterwards ratified by both States, and that the line be-
tween these points and the junction of the Flint and Cbattahoochee
rivers was the one intended and understood to be the permanent
boundary. 

It will be observed that, by the section last quoted, Georgia re-
quired, as a condition to the recognitioii and adopted therein de-
clared of the line then being run, that Florida sliduld " duly recog-
nize and by law declare " the said line as " the permanent boundary
between the two States." Acting on this suggestion, Florida, by an
act approved December 22d 1859, did enact " that the line now
being'run by B. F. Whitner, Jr., on the part of Florida, and G. J.
Orlrj on the part of Georgia, be and the same is hereby recognized

-and declared to be the permanent boundalv line between the two
States, so soon as the- sanme shall be permanently marked by said
surveyors; provided, the said line, at its Eastern terminuas, does not
depart from or miss Ellicott's mounod more than one-fourth of a
mile or twenty chaius."' It is believed that no suggestion has ever
been made that the line, as run and marlked by the surveyors, de-
parted more than the distance specified in the proviso to this and
to the act of the Georgia Legislature. Florida having thus complied
promlptly w ilth the conditions required by the Georgia act of the 16thl
Dcceinbe9, 18.59, whlat more remailled for hlier to do, or upon what
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iflfttier i,tnffiigonev dvpeiilc'l Vie recognitio nand adoption by
Gleori'ta oi the line then being inn, so solemanly' prolaimed in the
act reteried to P None for none other WELa prescribed.

As further evidence, if any were needed, of the intent and jiur-.-
pose of Georgia, we desire to call your attention to the fonrth see-
tion ot the a't of that State of December, 1859, which enacts "That
if the State of Florida ihall fail to recognize. tie line now being run
by the survey< orsq as the true and permnancnt boundary, line, it being
then the dity of the surveyors to run and re-rna-the line until they,
shall strike U strig!ht lian ironm the month of Flint R.iver to Ellicott's
mond], that then tllisu line thus designuted and marked by them is
hereby recog-nized -,and declared as the permanent boundary betweelln
the States of Ge(-orgia and Florida." Thus it will be seep that Eili-
e7ott's nmound' Was the understood Eastei i telruiiius, and that Geor-
gia declnred e ven i-f Florida should net recogpize the line "then being
rum," that the line, which in .consdquence thereof it would be the
ihiity of the surveyor to re-run from the month of* the Flint River to
Ellicott's mnound should be hE) permanent boundary between the
two Statest Could mny thinn met"nw have been required fromeither
tar both 'States to t ler" mrcver r already long pirotracted contro-
versyi Is Florinda not fulliv justitied in maintaining that thle ques-
lion of boundamy is nor longer an onen one, and may she not hope

o±r rest and eposle il all tutere tlutle?
It may not be unruis tfor ui to iefer to a preamble and resolutions

adopted by th e8ner al AqR-10eylx of Florida, approved February 8th,
1861 nlld to expl in wvha'we unid eistwnd to have been intended by
thleir adont'ion~ i]9 1 eamisle recites the previous recognition 6f
the line "then beirn" rimi" hy essrxs. Wititner and Orr, upon the
eonddtiom yxprNeRse-d in thle ipoviso to the act Ci' recognition, that the
line di- ntot cp~n r. at Ks: Pisrrn terminius more than one-fourth of
a mile, of twenty ciimii', tiomi Ellicott's mound. It further recites
"thtat the said line Ihas been run and marked by said surveyors on
the pait of the two utates, the Eestern terminus of which, as run
anrd miailed, is within the diqta'hee presiribed ii the said proviso ;"
wTherefore it was resolved, "that the line run and marked by B. F.
Whitner, Jr., on the part of Fhlorjda, and G. J. Oir, on the part of
Georgia, be and the same is hereby declared to be the permanent
boundary line between the States df Georgia and. Florida, and that
the Governor be and he is hereby requested to issue his, proelama-
tion that the said line so rub and marked has been and is declared
to be the permanent boundary line between the two States; pro-
vided the State of Georgia shall have, on its paft, declared the said
line to be the boundary between that State and Florida." At the
date of the act of recognition of Georgia, as well as that of Florida,
in 1850, it was not known wh6ther the line "then being runi"-would,
at its Eedtern terminus, depart from Ellicott's mound more than the
4istance specified in the proviso, or fail Wfithin it. When the resoha-

t ~~~~~~~~~~~~_~s~



inons last above refried to were adopted, thc ia uu was ascertained that
the line was at the Eastern terminus within the kiveii cistanct.
Florida, by these resolutions, rntified the line as ?run and mnarked,
and directed the Gdvernor to issue his proclamiation nnnoRncing it

as the permanent bounuary between the two States. The proviso

was only intended to limit the action of the Governor, in other

words, to make the issuing of his 'proclamation contingent upon the.
recognition by Georgia of the line as run and marked, and out of
ecourte~sy and respeU~ for that Statet. It, was not intendled to operate
anon so much of the re, olution as dhclared the line then complete4
to be the permaneit lbounidavy

The purpose 'was to harmonize toe, action of both States in the

ann-ounceutert to the pcopre or! en', theiat the specific line ran ald
-narlied -was the amreedlp~uct hrndri·

Any other idea would r-olce Florida in th-e attitude of considering

that her previors recoonition nnd ratification needed further action
to make them bindin- on her honor:.

FoL these reasons ,re feel it to be. our duty to decline in hebsif of

Floridla the propositions you offer. -%s the Commissioners for Geor-
gia are limitod in their powers, and: ayre not clothed with any discre-

tionto acocpt any other terms than these proposed by them, ;nd as
the Legislistuir of Florida is now in session, and can itself act authori-
tivel -s non tt o subject, the undersigned deem it more proper to

refrain from snlniittiogr any proposition to the Commissioners off
Georgin. e

'V are very c..
'i. D. PAPY,
J' AMES BANKS,

Cornmissioners for Florida.

TALLAHAS9Es, Pec. 3d, 186'2.

rI1rs EXC:csai.r.cv JOHNe MnIrcss, 

Sir: We cor e yout cowesr of correspont once. with the Commis-

sioners of the Statke of Geo."Via, .ncernira, .r boundary between

the two States. i oIr tvceXlleey witl obsncve by the letter ad-
dressed to us by the Comni-csionerIi of ueo'ii that they prtope to

adopt ivhat is nomiiated the Vaisoa line, or such other line as
will leave within Georgia the lots of land sold by that State under
authority of its Lcgislature. as the boundary between Georgia and
Florida. It is understood that anyt other line which would leave

wvitbin Georgia the loth of landl so sold by her would be equivalent
to the Watson ine.

We felt it to be our duty to decline the. proposition made to us;

and In oVr lete tote Georgia Commtissioners conrayed to them

__
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our reasons [or -nsi,1LlrhlP' -J11 :11Cfl 0;1ie, 

As the Commviissioner·!s. oif Upor:ii a hlij o Antuor16 Y o en lrtaiii or

accept any othcr pi onosit-onr thaa Tie o en' s'nilt.tedl to iis and lis
our AssernbtV is now in seLsi.Ll.an. can act accordili to its

own views inl proposing to . norgian sy Tiuwdific tionl or altieit on of
thie lihe Which hlasbee ii n tified, ( e coin onded it to be mi c propei
to decline tile iuiviP.ition tO submit a coflL I jisi~l~fi to he con
veveci to the authorities of Georgia. WV1hit yoiu Cornissioners
have thus actedl in the di-;liarge ot th. important trust rcposid in

*them, and w hitst ti cy are fitWiyconvi mce that the iti;li ot boti

States is pledged to the invioldie injint4euance el tire o," suii 

vcyed and niariked by Meseis. N7itntua amd Oir-r Into so rums-
estaluli-ed that it Itcn never bl clilaned iw itmiot tm consent of

both States-i-ot, If time. (eov.o-i Coinl-limsiollcrs had been clothedt
witb power to entertaiin anyi proposition to settle the c'mntroverovr

growing out ol its establis-hi-ocut, your Conirnissioneh woCld, in a 
spirit of amity and friendship, liave rocoinuiiened the adoption of

the McNeill line, that being the one upon Which it is understood all

the surreys in Florida closed."
We are very respectfu Br, &ec.,

JAM0E§5- BANKS,
21. D. PAPY,

Ii~cUrTIVK C hMBER,

-TALLAHASSEE, Dec. 4th, 1862.

HoNs. M. D. PAPY AD JAMES BANKS, r

Cwomi sioners for Florida:

Gentlemen : Your attention is respectfully invited to the aceom-

panying copy of a letter addressed to mrne' by the i!on. John Erskino

and the Hon. Arthtir P Wright, Commissioners fromi Georgia on
the boundary line, between the two States.

These gentlemen considered themselves precluded from address-
ing you after your reply to their proposition.

Very respectfully,
JOH2N MILTON.

TALLAHASsEE, FLA,, Dec. 4th, 1862.

To Hie EXCELLENCY JoHN MILTON,

-Governor of Florida, dm., &c., &x: 

Sya:-We, the undersigned Commissioners on the boundary line
for the State of Georgia to the Government of Florida, being about

21
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'it IUIIRi to) Gtoj-gi. tak-e this ocL gionii to express to your Exct!
ivW ('Ut prolotiitl ndicaktrowiedine'it' o;s the courteouis manner in
which we have been received ib'y I Ou coiarcncy and by tIle Gene
ral Assembly of Flovidla ini dat ofuicihl cmlaract

To-dav we recuivecl the roply ot the ollos. M1. 1). T'npy and James
*li anks, Counnissionc r, on the prt atf Florida, appointed by your
Excelleicy pursuiant to resoIutions Ut the General Assembly of
Florida. approved Dcctimbei 1si, I 92, . "to center," &e., with the
Comnmissioners for Geot ia on tlhe subject of the boundary line bo-
twveen said -States, to out wuitten ploposition submitted to the. on
vdsterday, copies of which, i- presuimen are ah:eady in possession of
*your Excellency. Aktd, before ttd 'tIU our departure, we beg leave
to present to your IE'xeellencv (thu negotiations between the respcc-
tire Commissioners ihavilnn ended on the receipt of the reply rer.
ferred to) assucecinctly 'is is possible our views on the response of
the hotiorable C(jonmisionvers of Florida.

Wle wvould not troalbe yon vith any remntars n hatever on this
subject had the loitumissio(ners confinedA their qnasws r to a mlere de-
clination of oar proposition , hut wve deem it pet tineut to say that it
'is due to Gcorgia tb tt %veC comrnment, in a iespectful manner, upon
solhe of the reasons advanced by, tie honorable Commissioners for
declining the propobition of Georm ia-a proposition made byGeor-
gia in a spirit of neigitbovly ft iendshipsQ comity and concession.

Although Georgia has been, and still is, well awate that the Mc-
Neil! line and tie Ellicott Mlouind ate not the -true boundary line
and cotrect terminus between the States of Florida and Georgia,
agreedbly to tile treaty of 1795, she, feeling satisfied that the East-
ern teimiuna isproper-ly fart aoith of Lllicott's Aloutd, yet, forthbesake
of pe lce tand hatinuony betweun bet and hey sister State of Florida,
she has been willing to adopt the Watson line, as a boundary, this
hune having genetsally been rcognized a. such by the people of both,
States, pa6icularly by those Who own lands oin andjreside -near the
horders. Both Staten sunveyjed and sold lands to that line, and,
G-eorgia, actitig iti conisonatce witth th.s generally recognized houn-
* ary, passed resolntions. on thd 24th day of December, 1857, the.
true meaning and spirit of which being to remark and designate the
\Vmmtson -ine, though the wvotds " Watson line"' are not mentioned
in the resSlntions. We refer you to the acts of the Legislature of
Georgria of .1857; and on the 16th .)ecember, 1859, the General
Assembly of Georgia passed an act, without any reservation, condi-
tion or proviso, e6acting, that if any of the citizens of Florida should
fall within the jurisdictian 6 Ghorgia upon the survey having been
made, that.she would afflyin to bonaafide -holders the lands held by
the citizens of Florida, thereby offering to quiet the titles and end

iji - all litigation and controversies which bad so long disturbed and an-
noyed the inhabitants on both sides of the Watson line. See acts.
of lS65qp. 23. The Legislature of Florida, on the.22d of Decem-
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tier, I u, passed a statute simiar lngirruage and identical ii`6

meaning to the act passed by Georgia a few days anterior, but, -un-

fortunately for the peade and quiet of both State,s added a proviso

in the tohlowiig· words: "Provided, nothing herein shall -ipply to
'lands which citizen' of this State may claim title South of whamt is

known as thq McNeill line." Plainly showing that it coilld not

have'been the intention of. our ister Florida to affirim tIre compact i
with Georgia, for this provisonegatives all tIre #iur'i legislation of

both States, leaving the whole controversy wherle it stood for years

before. As to the Orr and WVhitner line, we have not met OneI man

in Florida whoi does not admit that it is erroneous in this, that, in-

stead of its being run as a compass or plane line, it is and oil the arc

of a circle, -a mode never -cobtemplated by either State, and till

their unused in the running of boun11dary lines between Georgia and
Florida. T'he actio.l of Floricdai bl' a Iresolution of herGener~al As-

seibly, approved Februatry 8th, 1861, is patent that she did not

deemrthe Orr and Whitner line eonclnsivc,.bnt awaited the action

of Georgia thereon. See acts of Florida, 1860'6 6, p. 238. Georgia

never has, arid never will, cohfitm and adopt the Gur and Whitner
line.

But the honorable Cosmission er's on the part of Florida ask us,
'ICall anything m~ore hlave been required fror both States t6 close for-

ever' this already loug protracted controversy I Is Florida not fully
justified iU maintaining that the question of bounldary is no longer

an open one, and mlay she not hope for rest and repose in all future

time ?" We might properly felicitate ourselves with a bare nega-

tive of the questions propounded by the honorableo Commissioners

on the part of Florida, but we feel confideit that the r, cords placed

before your Excellensy will show that the question is still an open

one. Georgia, by the preamble arid resolutions, assented to Deccm;

ber 11th, 1861, offered to close the long pending controversy, but

the honor able Commnissioners on the part of Florida have refused to

accept the'olive branch presented by Georgia ; and it is a well Icnown

rule, that when propositions are offered by one sovereign State and.

accepted ?nd agreed to by another, they constitute a coirpact be-

tween them, and not till then:
Had the proviso above by us quoted not have been overlooked by

the honorable Commissioners, 'they would not, we apprehend, for an

instant, have deemed the question of the boundary line closed; and,

-we may add, that the honorable Commissioners, in the reasons given.

by thorn for declining our proposition, are not in success like those

biographical Restorers who, fr-omll the fragfiment of a foot or a hand,

ventured to reproduce the entire figure.
Alith sentiments of respect, we remain

Your F-xcellencv's obt servt, -

JC)JOHN ERSKIINE,
ARtTI{.R P. WRIGiLT,

('oinnZiissinmirs for (ecoerq'a.
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TALLAHAsstEE I)eceuiber 4th, i862,

i a EsCELLUNCY JoHN MILTON,
Gb'vernor

_I oa We harve the honor, to acktow le'dge the receipt of your

tiote of this date, submitting to us'a commiinicatioii addressed to

-,our Excellency by 1lens.~ JbhMin Erskini and A. P. Wriight, Com-

m1issionerii on the part of Georgia. WNe are. satisfied, from the char-

Acter of those gentlemen, is well as fir-om the assurances given by

your Excellency that, though somcwhat irregular, no discourtesy

was intended towaids us.
It is pr per foi us to say, tbat we did not intend to preclude tire

C~ommissioners of Geuoria fromn makino' any response to the ketter

we addressed them. On the contifrar, we called upon them iri

person to know vwhether they designed a repii, informiing them that

we would not report to oun untpI the opoortunity was' afforded them.

.Weobserved, ' ith ito littln surr!irit-, that the Coinruissioners of

Georgia assert thit the Watson linv-hnd generally been recogmizec
as the boundary bet.' ceo t Ili two S=aus, 'sod theat Georgia, acting

in cousonanlce'With this gieneralily recoonild hon oary, passed reso-

lotions on the 24th day'of Deccmbibdo, ?t18, tihe ti ie meaning and

spirit of which were to rc e m''ic and desie nato the Watson line,

though the Voids "'Watson line"'ie a. ot mentioned in the resolu-

tions. This assuuptioli on. the part of the Commnissioners of (eor-

gia 'is surely not borne out either by the Janguage of the resolutions

referred to, by the agreemlent. 'of Governoois cOhosen and Broome,

which both Statcs ratifiled, no)- by the subsequent action of either.

We have, we think, concluawely shewn that t "r "terminal points of

thle (then) present recognized line," which were proposed by Ccv.'

Broomie, Adopted by Governor. Johnson, and ratified by the resolu-

lions referred to, vvwer understood to he the mouth of Flint River on

the West and Fllicott's montid on the East. W6 established it,

first, by referreing to the action of the surveyors appointed to run

the line between ",'those Points." Second, by'the proviso to'time

first section of the act of Georgia of 1859, which provides that the

one thlen being run should m&t. at the Eastern terminus depart :cx-

ceeding one-fourth of a mile fromt Ellicott's mou'nd. Third, by the

4th section of the same act of Geoi'gia, which declared that on the

failure ofFloridi to recognize the linre then being run, the' line thien

to be re-run from the mouth of Flint' River to Ellicott's -noiouid

should bW the recognized boundary.

It is difficult, in View of all this, to conceive how it was possible

for thle Georgia Commissioners to conclude that Georgia meant "to

re-ma-rk and, designate the Watson line." If such wv s her purpose

nl3 Iit never ivas expressed; hot, on the contrarj, every act of hers

excludes the idea that ,any other line than the one between thd

mouth of Flint River and Ellicott's mound w.as intended a' REferring
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to the aciseof both St ites ctspecti:: the cunfrniation 6f titles to land
sold by the one -and, falling within the other -y the new boundary,
the Georga Commmissioners afirns that Georgia, withoulI reservation,
'offered therebv to confirm nnd quiet titles, and -'lend the ?onitiover-
sies which had so iota disturbed and innoycd the inlrbiia'nts on
both sides ofthe Watscrn hufe,` whilst Florida, by the proviso they.
quote, "jilaiuly shun ed that it could not have been her irteiition to
affirm the compact with Geo-roia for this proviso uregatixes all the
prior legislation ot both SitStes leavixig the whole controversy where v
it stood for years Ibefoie." We tsliji we shdil have little-difficulty
in disposing of thh· position thns talken 'by the Coinmissionuer of
Georgia.

The law of Georgia is as followss
SacI2. 0And be it fritner enacts 1 That if tihe Sthte of Florida

shall pass aIsre 01 Di0 froCiola tou'Vongress of the United States
the passage of lawcvs, afrfirming and quietinI g in boecc fidbotlders the
titles to-laud held under patenits from the United Stwtes, andvwhich, I,
when the bounc' v line shall hie established oudan reocomized by the
two States sh'dl fall under thojut riiction Wreoi a that the State
of Georgia does heieby uffirmii to boca faid:L holdets of all landi held
xinder grants issuing frotm the State of Georgia their -titles to the j!
Fame: Provtided All)' lal-dd so held xhen thu boundary line.shall
be established and recognized sh ll fell unuer the jurisdiction of
Florida."

There will be seen this strange end rem-nriable pronosition in the
section of the Qcoirga act quoted. Sie' a0!k Flo-ida to pass laws or

rpocure from the 6ongress of the United States thQ pagsae 'of Jaws
affirming and quieting in' boha jfd holders the title, to land held
undier· patets from the United States xxlich should fell -under the
jurisdiction of Georgia whereupon she thereby afirmned to holders
of all lands held tinder, grants from Georgia, th~eir titlrs to the same,
provided the lands so held should ftll ndeiitehe jurisdietioui of Flori-
da. It must bu obvious that-heithei Florida nor the United States
could conhirmn titles to land which should fall- in Georgia, any more,
thai Georgic0coul0d confirm titles to the land which should fallin
Flbrida.

Fli'id and the United States were alreedy bound by the patents
they issued, and lhould the lan'd sold by either of these Governments
fall by the new line into Georgia, that Stete' could then confirm ihe
title to thu land which thus became subject to her jprisdictiou and
vice versa. No effect could therefore possibly follow the enactment
of the section of the Georgia aot reerred to. Florida, howevei;
adopted very diffcrent lanIguagce. In the section of tile act referred
to by the Gee gia CommissioneTs, she cincted " That the titles of
bonaufide holdeis of land' under ary grant trom the State of Georgia,
which land may fall ;ithin this State by the foregoing line c-re here
bt confirmed and eotn'cx'ecl to s hid holders so fwnrrs any right 1if 



ieB~~~~~~~~~~~~i

iad
accrue to this Statc Provided Nofhinig herein shall apply to landd
to which citizens of this Stafte may claim title South of what is
known as the Mc~eill line." This sectidn is plain, exsplicit and un-
ambiguous. Its purpose is patent, itt effect could not be a niatter
of doubt. By it all lands which Georgia may have granted, failing
within the Jurisdiction of Floiida by tholcnoxv line were confirmed to
the holders so fai as Florida had the power to dp so; except such
,lands as should te SontiL of the McNeill line, to which citzens of'

Florida should claim title. Let it be recoll6cted that Florida was
not the proprietor of the domain lying along tljeeline, exeept such
portions as she may haveL derived-froui the United States, and that
therefore she C`o ld nit (lo moic thaln confirni the grants from Geor-
gia "so far as any- iight might acerne" to lier. As to the, lands
South of the MeIeill hule to ;which citizens of Florida claimed title,
she chose not to disregard thle riahts of her own citizens, but left
them as they.werc before, all other lands, whether North or South
of McNeill's line, being subject to the operation of the section quoted.
Having thus shown the, diffcruce between the Georgia and the
Florida act, the one bTSl operative and the other not, let us fow
enquire whether thelt so to the Florida act has the etlbet to

negative all prior bearish tion of both States, and[ leave the -whole
controversy wvher 'itV stood. for yeais <before," as affirmed by the
Gebrgia Commissioners.

The original agre~lenictt between Georgia And Florida simply was
to adopt the terminal points ot the then present recognized line as
the true terminal points of the boundary to be re-souveyed corrected
and marked, ou either party's showing the then piesent line to be
incorrect. The Legislatnie of both States ratified this aieement, in
the terms quoted in our con-nnunication to the Georgii Commission
ers, atd provided for thu appomntmcnet of a; survevor on the part of
each, to run and wiark the line between the points, agreed upon.
Here was a prdposition made by one State, o.agred to by the other,
and ratified by the. Legislatures of both, without condition or limi-
tation, the whole containing every plemeint which thoGeorgiaCom-
rmssioners admit, constitute a compactbetwveen States. Georgia, by
the act df 185U), ratified the lint thecn being iun by the surveyors
preyiously appointed for that purpose, on the condition that Florida
did so, subjcct.howcver to the proviso;that the line did not depart
exceeding one-fonuth of a mile fremn. Ellieott's mound. Florida, by
her act of Iecuibei, 18io fjulfilled the only condition thut required
of her, by iecognizing the line ",then baing rui." ipopn the like pro-
viso that it did not depart froun Ellicott 9 mound mohre than one-
fourth of aL mile. It is9attei ardts ascertaincd that the line, as run
aUnd marked, didr not depart from Ellicott s pouand mnore than the
rcquirid qinstance; anl therat ti t acceadlhng'-A the t'paet and ag)-ree-
mncut, and the i bolntlions und Ucls of both States, if lalnguage hbas
a1ny IrleauiLW 0r lv ordsi', aliv com? the li 'nits -mnapltioo becam!t~
and wvas thI'. perinallcnt la,nlr



Ii ti 01'. lt]i". ini th e 'lt o i G;eurg-ia '.1 1859, in reference to I

the confirmatoun ot titles, :liichi makes the quetiou (ti bouindary
oepcndunt upon a4y aoreemernt, on the part ot F'loriia, to confirrm
ritleh to laid which nmiiht fill %ithiji hbe jur.sniotion., The one is
wholly iindepeindeiit oftx othieir

The coi3lition in the secotid setion of the Georgia ct'is, "That
if Florid'a sJhaflMp1 'sl'w Ia afftolntux and quieting titles to land, &c.,
wh inch sAa)jo rliit iln uculrcia: in 'iir'A a x ould. in like manner,
atbiran titles to blr

1 ci land wthici should fall withliii the jurisdie-
diction of Flobri' " Yti:}osa Floaki'ashbn d. in whole or in part,
comply xvitll this coidition, or should akogetheir retuse to do either,
caml it be success oiiily o mintained I that sue tlhcereby waived the ante-
cedati lagrueelint ailt Settlemeniit of the boundary " Dues it., in-
deed, follow' th i tt.d~4 wonld thereby negstive all tIe prinious legis-

* ation of both States, laving the w hole cuntrc eirs wx nere it stood
y ears bcfoi. 2 Smreli not. Thlie only effect.would be to render in-
operative the cotnfirination of the titles on the part of Georgia. To
hold otherwirn woal i be to agic.to Georgia the power, at -all times,
by :proposng new, distinct nod, independent terms unknown in the
originalt ngrccn-ient, whuh eliira' be, unacceptable, to avoid the oblb-
gation of hei oxx contracts. But, although, as haS been shoa%, the
sectioii of the beoigia act wxas wxori tnothing tonus, since she could
not bonfirim titles to land inF Ftiridj, nor coild we, neor the United
States, confirm titles to laud fllihng in Georgia.

Florida went as f4ar as eould-reasonahiy have. beeix expected, and

unconditionally confirnedi as far as 5 he had the power to do so, the
titles to all ] lairds de~riv·ed frorn Cxnorzia whlich hy the noww line should
fall within her um ir etssficion to the holders tiercof, except where her
own citizens el un ed title South of the M1cNeill line. in view of all
that has beens cod, with whbat siiox of reason canl it be successfully
mnaintained thit Lv tle reservation of the rights oflier own citizens
contained am tdie proviso-above c mintioned Florida showed any in-
tention to " negrative all the pions leIrislation of both States, leav-
ing the vliole controversy where it stood foi yeats before" 'Oar
eoolments onl the act of Florkdla of Fot bruary 1861, in our letter to
tohe.Georgia Comniissioner's, show x. hat Nve uidcmrstood was designed

by thie proviso attached to it, and imcd not heue be repeated. Sure-
ly it cannot reasonably be supposed thit Florida desined to r~eopan
-what bad already been closed, or that there couhd have existed the
smallest motive on her part to distuib, mwthout a suinle compensating
advantage,, a settlement which she'& oped would finally onI all-con--
troversy. Little dud she expect- that what was intended as an act
of court.esy to her elder sister' would he sought to be -turned agiainst
her.

The. Commissioners of Georgia assert, ii thejr letter-to your Ex-
eclleiacy, that the Commissiouers of Florida hax6 refused to accept
ilthe olive branch" presented by Georgia. The' "olive branch" ten-
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1883

diered to the undersigned was, that we should accept as the perina-
neat boundary a line which, as we understandl it, did not conform
4o the agreement between the twvo Statds', which required us to ig-
n.ore our lobg asscrted rights, and left us no alternative but to
decline the-proffered terms, or surrdbder to Georgia a portion of
territory which, it the agreemnent referred to was not without mean-
ing, was and is legitimately oars.
<The undersigned are unable to apanciate the analogy suggested
at the conclusion of the lettet of the Commissioniwiu of Gaorgia to
your Exc'llernCV'

Vie are respectfull, &ch
M. D. PIPY,
J AIMES. BAIN KS1

(:ontnissioners for'Florida.

Which was read, and the nesssage and aecolllpanying dodumenst.
ordered to be spread nvpon the Jonrual.

House bill to he entitled an act to prohibit Sheriffs and Clerks of
the Circuit Courts of this State frqw bhaving deputies daring the
exis'tence of the- present war,

Was read the third time and put upon its passage.
The vote wvC3
Yeas-Mx. Presidlent, Messrs. Arnow, Carter, Clary, Cooper,

Hogue, Hopkins, King, Roper, Russell of Jefferson, Russell- of 17th
Diatriet, Sctt, Smith and Taylor-14.

Nay s Mr. Norwood-1.
So the -bill passed-title as ststed.
Ordered that the same be. qertiied to the House of Representa-

tives.
The following communication was received from the House of.

Representatives:
Hoisa Ori T•EaZPRESETATIVES,

December 5th, 1862.
0N. EB #. YAR AN,

Pregideut of the Senate:

Sins: The Honse has this day passed The foilowilrg bills, viz:
Hodse hill to be entitled an-act to repeai mi act to facilitate the

construction of the St. Johns and Indian River Canal, approved
January Ist, 1857, and for other purposes;-

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Kelly, and
for other purposes;.

'I' Honse bill to he entitled an act for the relief of Con. Wm. E. An ·
derson and others;

House bill to he entitled an act fixing the salsry of Comptroller's
Clerk;

Hoilsehill to be entitled- an act to authorize the Commissioners
of th& stveral counties of this State to levy an. extra tax for the pur-

pose of purchasing clothing for the soldiers of this State;
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beunteaw bill tgo li 1tiIitlL-d ii1 'et tO pieVI;' ide Pr the Vi'OaliŽIit Uf
iloV\s ,Vitlidrft\%- frcyni ther School amd;( Seniiinnin111!v

The Honse ha:?s aldso re"U- to iied opSs enatu bill to be entitled nol
act repealing thle militia Innl. of uais State.

Re'iipectlu·llyr I

THOS. B. BAREFOOT,
Clerk House of Rep.

Whic-h was read and accomn'mx ing Uornse bills placed anmong the,-
orders of the (ay, and Senate bi orderedt to be enrolled.

Honse bill' to be entitled ain act to uanied an net to prevent citi-
pens of other States from fishing in Lakes lainonia and, Miccosuk-ic.

Was read a third time and port pa its pastage. 
Tb he x o t -as 
TYe's-t~r. Pesident, N.5essrs. Arnow, Carter, Clarx, Hogne, flop-

Iins, King1 Norivyood Roper, Russell of Jefferson, Russell of .17th
iDistict, Scott, Smith and Tavior 4i.

Nays' None.
So the b-il passed-title as stated.
Ordered tpi1t the same be cortified to the hloose. of Representa-

tives.
House bill t( lie entitled an act relletiun to the 6biies of Calhoun

Coo nty,
Wvtas re'ed the liird time, and,on m~otion, passed over infrlfmally-,
Honse bill to be emitlod an act to pisurhse clothing for the sbi-.

diers of thi State 
Was read. the first tiule an nrdndeed fo' a second reading on Mon-

d ay.
House bill to be entitled an act fixing the salary of Comptroller's

Clerk, -

Was read the frst time and ordered for a second readiug on
Monday.

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Gen. Win. E.
Ainderson,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon-
danr

Hiouse bill to -e entitled an act to repeal an act to facilitate the
construction, of the St. Johns and Indian Rivei canal, approved Jan-

nary 1st, 1857, nd for other purposes,
Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its

title, and referredto a select committee consisting of Messrs. Russell
of 17th District, Taylor and Scott.

House bill to hb entitled an act for the relief of John Kelly, and
for other purposes,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon-
dav.

On Omotion, the rule was waived, aid the House bill to be entitled
22

V~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~"T



I 01 t iin 1)0 .)\its title, and oidreid, for i tLthi.Ld reih din

Tlw -ilerhingpvivjd Arn'iow inoved to amendia the reachl
'0i'iCI± II cxpoiidI±Iir, of I'inds, by stlinikiir out tho' words

`ruso otfLpc~nie of tile State of Fiorida-in Genleral1 As

The orbe'c of ti ln n~ihg tlirong% .with, on motion, the S(
arxioarnoi unTifl 161 lo IP S~iA'. -

"O}"IDAN, December L,,tb, I SO-.

tnteIslet purMU idl P ndjonrilnumn t.
T11e IPresidne±t in thu li Chir
A c101or±l1 pe~sant

Tejounianl of &ttuirda r cad, corrected, and approved.
'-he 1P`eii bubt an 1± .1,- ninooins in odr
Mr. (ifcl theI'I 3th !Dis rnet, pr-esented a resoluitiqu relatir

Nk hi chi tNwisas rk:ei',,'ni tid placed asmong the ord'ers df thle day.
M\iI. Kinr prasecnted a ric~omntol' relatin?), to thle Florida' iosj

-it I"icLhniolln \
'A iar w~las 1 tl.h ivd aud pied1- union'-f [le orders of the day.
PMre, Cooper, from thou (.ommittee onl Engiossed, Iills, made,

kollows mar report
The commnilittec onl Enomosed Thuls ssl leave 'to report the foil

incn bhu as correctly enlossud, ViZ
A. b 11 to ha o'filted finlL; ati ifiv the salary of the State'Treasui
A binlito be Onititleci an ne(t to prevent the fraudulent -use of.

B3onds is;sued by tlIe Florida Railroad Company ; also,
A bill to be (entitled an act to prevent the. entry-of lands occur

hr soldiers or 'their Iainilies duripg the continuance of the pres
Waj, and d sso to regulate the entry and' sale of public lands.

jill of hichis jesetfully subinitted.-All f whch ironl 'Chaima
JAESG COOPER, ara

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed amlong
brders of the day..-

Mr. liogue, from the Committee .on. the Judiciary, made the
lowing report:

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was treferred a bill
-be entitled'an act in relation to d~ower, have had the same inn
consiideration, and a majority of the Committee. are of the opin
that the bill onght not to pasP.sGU, hira


