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Ou motion of Mr. Hopkius, the bill relating to the assessment of
texes was placed among the orders of the day and taken up,

‘Which was read the third time and put upon its passage.

The vote was : T ‘ .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Arnow, Carter, Cooper, Hopkins,

Roper, Russel of 17th District, Seott, Smith and Taylor—10.
- Nays—Messrs. Clary, Hogue, folland, King, Norwood and Rus-
sell of Jefferson—6.

8o the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represente:
tives, .

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of settlers under the
act of Congress for the armed occupation of a part of Florida, ’

Was reat the first time, rule waived, read the second and third
tiroes by its title and put upon its passage. ’

The vote was: :

Yeas—Mr. Scott—1. S

Nays—3ir. President, Messrs. Arnow, Carter, Clary, Cooper,
Hogue, Holland, Hopkins, King, Norwood, Roper, Russell of Jeffer-
son, Rassell of 17th Districg, Swith and Taylor—15.

Bo the bill was lost. .

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-,
tives.

House bill to be entitied an act to regulate trade and intercourse
with the Indians,

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on te-
MOIToOw. - X

The orders of the day being through with, o motion of Mr, Nor-
wood, the Senate adjonrned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning..

SATURDAY, December 6th, 1862,

&enate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the Chair

A quorum present.

The Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain.

The Journal of vesterday was read, corrected and approved.

The President announced motions in order. :

Mr. Arnow moved that a committec of three be appointed to re-
quest the House to return the bill for t_he relief of seitlers under the
acts of Congress for the armed occupation of a part of Florida,

" Which was agreed to, and Fiessrs. Arnow, Scott and Norwaood
appointed ssid committec. o »

" 'The committee retired and rctufned and reported they had per-
formed their duty and were discharged. i ) U
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Mr. Araow, in pursuance of pu:nm s nutiee, inlroduced o Bl
be entitled an act to protect the interests of stock owners in this
State,

Which was pmcﬂd among the orders of the day.

Mr. Arnow offeved the followirg resolution couserning the ex-
penditure of fusds:

Whereas, it appears from the report of the Treasurer of this State,

dated Novunbu 4th, 1862, the following amounts, to wit:

For equipment of forces, ' §126,078 60°
Pavment of troops, . S 67,035 00

. Military purposes, , 324,165 47
Total, £517,279 13

He 'Et"therefb)e resolved by the Senaie and Huouce of Reme‘,cnh
tives of the State of Flmm’o: wun General Assembly LOT"UenL'd That
the Treasurer be mqmud to report to the General n.sscmblv with-
out unnecessary delay,

1st. Under and by what an ithority the money was paid ont for -

the equipment of f'omeq for payment of lloops and f Tor mllltary pur-
pme:

2d. Whaat torceswere cquipped and the nnturr: of said equip-
ment, and what troops were paid.

3d. For what ll)'lllt.a.lY purposes, giving a dutailed account, stating
the manier in which each of the above items were ex pended

Which was read and’ '\Jop*cd

My, Norwood, from the Committec on Confederate Rolations,
made the follox.mr: report

The Committee on Ccnfeclera_te Relations, to whom was referred

joint resolution entitied resolution relating to salt, beg leave to re-
port that they have had the same under consideration and return
the same, (nd recommend its Passage.

JESSE NORWOOD, Chairman. -

Which was read and said reﬂohmon placed among- the orders of

the hu'\"
M. '13.3]01 from the Committee an ‘Envelled Exl]q made the fol-

lowing report: . ]
The Lommmﬂo on Fnrolled Bills report the following bills as cor-

rectly enrolled, viz

An act to suspend the collection of taxes in counties neld or con-
trolled by the enemy;

An act in relation to the Courts of Escambla county, and for othex

_purposes; also,
An act to aid the families of soldiers that roqulre assistance.
: J. M. TAYLOR, Chairman.

Which was read. )
¥Mr. Norwood, from the Cemm.ttee on Corfederate Relation
made the followmg repart : ‘
20
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The Coawmittes on Coufederate Relatious, to whom was referred -

i il entitled an act for thL prevention of engrossment ﬂud extor-
lmn beg leave to -

RET'ORT

That they have had the same under comldemtnon, and recom-
mend that the same shonld not pass, as a bill substantially contain-

ing the provisions of said bill has been passed by the present

Henate,
JESSE NORWOOD, Chairman.

W l\uh was uumwd and the sccpmpanying bill phced among the

arders of the day

ORDERS OF THE DAT.

A bill to be 'entillecl an act fixing t,,he salary of the State Treas- .

urer,

Was read the second time and ordered ‘to be enmossed for a
third reading on Monday.

A Lill to be entitled an act in velation to dower,

‘Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled an azt to project the interests of stock owners
in this State,

1 Was resd a first time and ordered for & sccond reading on Mon-
Jay.

A resclution relating to salt,

Was rcad the second time, m]c waived, read the tlmd time and
put npon its passage.

The vote was:

Yeas—2Mr. President, Messrs. Aifnow, Carter, Clary, Cooper,
Tlopkins, King, No xwood Roper, Russell of 17th District, Scott,
Smith and ’1‘1ylor—~13

‘\ay%—Mes:ns Hogue, Holland and Russell of Jefferson—3.

So the resolntion p'{csﬂ—ht}c as stated.

Ordered that the same he Certified to the House of Represen-.
tatives.

A bill to be entitled.an act to prevent engr ossment and extortlon,

‘Was read the second time, and, on motion ¢f Mr. Norwood, in-
definitely postponed.

‘A resolution repealing Ordinance No. 60

‘Was read the second time.

Mr. Hopkins oﬁ'e;ed the followmg asa substltute for the abova
resolution :

A bill to be entltled an act to repeal somuch of Ordmance No.
60 as suspends the payment of wan‘ants issued under an act herein
‘nentloned,

k]

[WC——
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Which was adopted. . e :

The rule was waived and the sibstitute read the third time by
its title and pnt upon its passage. s ,

The vote was : ! ;

Yeas—DMesars. Hogue, Hopkins, Roper, Smith aud Taylor—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Aroow, Carter. Clary, Cooper,
King, Norwood, Russell of Jefferson, Russell of 17th District, and
Scott—10. _

So the substitute was lost, : .

House bill to be entitled an act to regulate trade and intercourse
with the Indians, ' "

Was read the second time and referred to the Committes on the
Judiciary. _ -

The following commiunication Wwas received from his Excellency
the Governor : ‘ .. .

: Exzcurive DEPARTMENT,

. Tallahassee, Dec. Gth, 1862. §
. Fellow-Clitizens of the Senate o
“and House-of Répresentatives ; .

1 enclose herewith copies of the correspoudence between Hows.
John Erskine and A, P. Wright, Commissioners on the part of
Georgia, and Hons. James Baoks and M. D. Papy, Commissioners
on the part of Florida, in réference to the boundary between the
two States ; also copies of a letter addressed to me by the Georgia
Commissioners, and of a reply thereto from the Commissioners of
Florida ; to all of which I most respectfully invite your attentiou.

Very respectfully,
* JOHN MILTON.

TaLLaHAssEE, Dec. 2nd, 1862,

‘Hons. Joun Ersxing ano A, P, WrieHr,
: ' Commissioners from Georgia :

Gents: 'We have the honor to advise yon that we have been ap-
peinted Commissioners on the part of the State of Florida, to confer
with you “in relation to the boundary line between the States of
Georgia and Florida, and to make au adjustmient and settlement of
the matter in controversy between the two States relative to said

. boundary line” We are prepared. to meet you for conference at
_any hour that may be convenient to you, or to reccive in writing
any proposition you inay have to submit. We cnclose a copy of
the resolutions of the General Assembly of this State, under authori-
ty of which our appointment has been made. _
We, are, very respectfully, &c., o

: JAMES BANKS,

v M. D. PAPY,

Commissioners for Florida,
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Tairvanasses, Dee. 2nd, 1882;
- ~
Hoxs. M. D. Pary axp Jaiurs Baxgs, . o
" Cemmissioners for Florida :
(rentlemen : The undersigned Commissioncrs on the. part of Geor:
gia, have the honor to acknowledge the reccipt of your note to-day,
informing the nndersigned of your appointment as Commissioners

oni. the part of Florida, to confer with tlie undersigned “in relation-
to the boundary line between the States of Georgia and Florida, and -

to make an ddjustment and settlement of the matter in countroversy
between the two States relative to the said boundary line;” and pro-
posing to meet the Commissioners from Georgia for conference, or
to receive in writing any proposition they may have to make. Aec-
companying yout note is a copy of the resolutions of the General
Assembly of Florida under which you act. . )
. Herewith enclosed you will please find a copy of the recital, pre-
amble and resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Geor-
gia, by anthority of which the undersigned act; and as the powers
with which the tundersigned are clotheéd are limited and specific;
they adopt the latter alternative of your proposal, and, at once, offer
in writing, the following proposition as a basis of final settlement of
the boundary line between Geoigia dnd Florida, that is to say : The
tate of Georgia, to “avoid further dispyte, proposes to Florida that
what is' denominated the Watson line, or such other boundary line
(as will leave within the limits of Georgia the fractional lots of land
heretofore sold under an act or dcts of ler Legislature) shall be
adopted as'the boundary line. - :
Should the Commissioners on the part of Florida desire to have
an interview with the Commissioners for Georgia. they will be happy
to meet them at any hour indicated, and to exchange views on the
subject in controversy. And if the Commissioners of Florida de-
cline to entertain the propositions of Georgia, the Commissioners
for Georgia will receive any proposal officially made to them, and

transinit the same to the Government of Georgia.

© Yours, respectfully; &e., ' )
: ARTHUR P. WRIGHT,"
JOHN ERSKINE,

Commissioners.

) . Tarranassse, Dec. 2d, 1882;
. . -
Hoxs. Jouxr Erssive axp- A, P. WaigHr, - .

: Commissioners from Georgia ;

' Gerrs:—We are in receipt of your note of this date, pro osing :

that what is denominated the \Vat_-so_u lioe, or such other ine as
will leave within- the hmits of Georgia the fractional lots of land
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heretofore sold under an act or acts of her Legislature, shall be
udopted as the boundary line between the States of Georgia and
Flovida. We regret that, feeling it to be our duty to "decline on

the part of Florida the proposition you submit, you were -not vested .

with more amplé powers and a wider discretion. . _

In justification of the position assumed for our State, we do not
deem it necessary to enter upon the whole history of this contro-
versy from the date of the treaty of settlement, amity aud limits be-
tween the United States and Spain, but will confine ourselves to
the acfion.of the two States since the date of the agreement be-
tween Governor Broome of Florida and Governor Johnson of Geor-
gia, entered into in 1857. ‘

- In that year, Georgia adopted a preamble and resolution; which.
~were approved on the 24th day of December, 1857, from which we

uote as follows : ‘ ]

“ Resolved, 1st. That we do hereby ratify the sction of ‘the late
xecutive of this State in aceepting the proposition of the Governor
) sal points of the present recognized
line as the true terminal points of the boundary line, and will regard,
adopt and act upon the present line as vun and recognized between
those points as the settled boundary of the two Etates, or will so
recognize and adopt any other line befween those peints which

may be ascertained and established on a resurvey and vemarking of -

the boundary, provided said boundavy correction is “made by virtue
of law and by the jeint action of the States aforesaid.

2d. Be it further resolved by the authority ajoresaid, 'That, should
it be deemed essential or imwortant by cither Siate to have the
boundary line between the terwinal poiats of the present recognized
boundary resnrveyed and remarked, the Governor of this State is
hereby aathorized to appoint a competent Sarveyor, to juin any
such Surveyor appointed on the part of Florida, fo ron out and
mark distinctly snch a line from one to the other iterminal points
herein indicated, to be known as the line and settled boundary he-
tween the two States, the Surveyor on the part of Georgia to be
paid such compensation as may be determined on by the present or
any foture Legisiatare.” - ‘ -

Florida, by a similar action and the adeption of similar.resolu
tions, approved January 12th, 1859, ratified the agreement of the
Governors of the two States, and provided for the appointment of a
Surveyor to join the Burveyor on the part of Georgia-to ron out
and mwark distinetly the line between the terminal points indicated,
Indecd, the resolutiotis adopted by Flovida are the same in all re-
spects as those previously adopted by Georgia, with ‘the exception
only of the necessary transposition of words to suit the case. When-
both States had thus acted ‘through their Exvecutive and Legislative
authorities, Florida congratulated herself that in a spirit of concilia-
tion and friendship this long penading controversy -was happily
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brought 6 4f ¢nd: Nothing remained but the actual designatiord
by distinct midrks.of the line thus‘agreed upon, and both States ap-
pointed surveyors for that purpose, who fully and harmoniously
exectted the work to which they were assigned. .

1 there was left any room for controyersy as to what was under-
stood to be the thén present recognized line and the terminal points
thereof, all difficulty wag removed by thesubsequent action of Georgia.

- Without commenting oun the fact that the Surveyor, ou the part of

both States, did not disagree as to what was intended by the parties,
and acted on the'idea that Elicott’s mound was the designated
Eastern terminus, we beg to refei £6 .the act of the Legislature of
Georgia, approved Dec. 16th, 1859, entitled “ An act to recognize,
under certain circunstances, the boundary line between the States of
Georgia and Florida as the permanent boundary,” &e., &e. By the
first-section it was enacted, “ That if the State of Florida shall duly
recognize, and by law declave the line now being run by the
joint surveyors of Florida and Georgia, that is to say, the first line
run by them from the Western to the Eastern designated terminus,
as the permanent boundary line betweeu the two States, that the
sald line is beieby recognized, adopted and declared on the pavt ot
Georgia as the trae and permaunent line of bonndary; provided,
nevertheless, on the Eastern termiuus it does not' depart exceeding
“one-fourth of a mile fromi Ellicott’s mound.” - It is thus apparent
that Georgia considered Illicott’s monnd as one of the terminal
points mentioned iu the agreement. between. Governors Broome and
Johnson, afterwards ratificd by both States, and that the line be-
tween these points and thre junction of the Flint and Chattalicochee
rivers was the one intended and uuderstood to be the permanent
boundary. ' ‘ : _
1t will be observed that, by the section last quoted, Georgia re-
quired, as a condition to the recognition and adopted therein de-
clared of the line then being run, that Florida should *duly vecog-
nize and by law declare ” the said line as “the permanent boundary
between the two States.” Acting on this suggestion, Florida, by an
.act approved December 22d; 1859, did enact “ that the line now
being run by B. F. Whitner, Jv., on the part of Flovida, and G. J.
Orr; on the part of Georgia, be and the same is hereby recognized
~and declared to be the permancut boundary line betwesn the two
States, so soon as the same shall be permanenily marked by said
surveyors ; provided, the said line, at its Eastern terminuos, does not
depart from or miss Ellicott’s mound wmore than one-fourth of &
mile or twenty chains” It is belicved that no suggestion has ever
been made that the line, as rau and marked by the surveyors, de-
parted more than the distance specified in the proviso to this and
to the act of the Georgia Legislatare. Flovida having thus complied
promptly with the conditions required by the Georgia act of the 16tk
December, 1859, whal wore temained for her to de, or upon what

b
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farther coutingency depended the reeoynition and adoption by

Georgia of the line then being run, so soleianly proclaimed in the -
" set referred to ! None, for none other wasg prescribed. _
As further evidence, if any were needed, of the intent and pur--

pose of Georgia, we desive to call your attention to the fourth sec-
tion of the act of that State of December, 1859, whick cnacts “That
if the State of Florida shall fail to recognize the line now being run
by the surveyors as the true and permanent boundary line, it being
then the duty of the sarveyors to run and re-ran-the line until they
shall strike-a stright line {from the mouth of Flint River to Ellicott’s
mound, that thea this line thus desigpated and marked by them is
hereby recognized and declared as the permanent boundary between
thre States of Geergia and Florida”  Thus it will be seen that Eili-

_cott’s mound was the understood Eastern terminus, and that Geor-

gia deelared cven if Florida should.not recognize the line “then being
ron,” that the line,- which in consdquence thereot it would be the
duty of the sarveyor to re-run from the month of the Flint River to
Ellicott’s mound shonld be the permancnt boundary between the

two States. Could any thing mere have been required from. either

ar both States to close forever this already long protracted contro-
versy ? Is Florida not fully justified in maintaining that the ques-
tion of boundary is no Jonger an open one, and may she not hope
for rest and repose ia all futore tinge? )

It may not be amiss for vs to vefer to a preamble and resolutions
adopted by theGeneral Assémbly of Florida, approved February 8th,
1861, and to explain what we undeistand-tn have been intended by
their adoption  'Ihe preamble recites the previous recognition of
the line “then being ruli” by Messrs. Whitner and Orr, upon the
condition expressed in the proviso to the act of recoguition, that the
line did vat depart at its Fastern - terminns morve than one-fourth of
a mile, or twenty chains, from Ellicott’s mound. It further recites
“that the said Jine has been ran and marked by said surveyors on
the part of the two States, the Eastern terminus of which, as run
and marked, is within the distance prescribed in the said proviso ;"
wherefore it was resolved, “shat the linerun and marked by B. F,

Whitner, Jr.,, on the part of Flovida; and G. J. Orr, .on the part of

(teorgia, be and the eame is hereby declared to, be the permanent
boundary line between the States of Georgia and Florida, and that
the Governor be and he is hereby requested to issue his proclama-
tion that the said line so rui and marked has been and is declared
to be the permanent boundary line between the two States; pro-
vided the State of Georgia shall have, on its paft, declared the said
line to be the boundary between that State and Florida.” At the

date of the act of recognition of Georgia, as well as that of Florida,

in 1850, it was not known whéther tlie Jine “then being run”-would,

at its Eedtern terminus, depart from Ellicott’s mound more than the’

distance specified in the proviso, or fall within it.. When the resolu-
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ilons last above refered to were adopted, the futt was ascertained that
the line was at the astern terminus within the given distance.
Florida, by these resolutions, rgtificd the line as run and marked,

"and directed the Governor to issue his proclamation announcing it

as the permanent boundary between the two States. - The proviso,
was only intended to it the action of the Governor, in other
words, to make the issuing of his proclamation contingent upon the
recognition by Georgia of the line as ran and marked, and ount of
courtesy and respett for that State. It was not iutended to operate
upor so much of the resolution as declared the line then completed
to be the permanent Bonndary. ‘ ’

The purpose was to harmonize the action of both States in the
anncuncemert to the people of each, thas the specific line run ahd
marked was the agreed permanent boundavy. -

" Any other idea would place Florida in the attitude of considering
that her previous recognition nud ratification needed further action
to make them binding on her honor. - o :

For these reasons, we feel 1t to be onr duty to decline in behelf of
Florida the propesitions you offer. 45 the Commissioners for Geor-
gia sre limited in. their powers, and ave not clothed with any discre-
tion to accépt any other terms than these proposed by them, and as

. the Legisiainre of Florida is now in session, and can itself act authori-

tively upon the subject, the undersigned deem it more proper to

refrain frem submitting any proposifion to the Commissioners of:

Feorgia.
We are very respectfuily, &,

- M. D. PAPY,
JAMES BANKS,

Cowmmissioners for Florids.

*

TaLnauaesky, Dec. 3d, 1882,

e BExezievey Joaw Afiprow, < .
: . Fovernor, &, :

Sir: We ennlose you copies of correspondence with the Comunis-

sioners of the State of Geovgls, cpncey}ning the boundary between
the two States. $our Brcellency will observe by the letter ad-

dressed to us by the Commissioners.of Georgis, that they propose to,

adopt What is_denominated the Wafsou line, or such other line as

" will leave within Georgia the lots of land sold by that State under

authority of .its Legislatnre, s the boundary between Georgia and
Tlorida.” Tt is understood that auy- other line which would leave

within Georgia the lots of jand co 20ld by ber would be equivalent

io the Watson Iine.

" We felt it to be our duty to decline the. proposition made to us;

and in our letter to the (eorgia Cowmissioners conveyed to them
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pur reasons for considering the yu
‘As the Compissioners vt 1o .I'ItAlU-._‘. v entertain or
accept any other p‘(\nos: than the one saliitted to us, and as
out General Assembly Is now in sc~31o.1 and can act accotding to its
own views ip proposing to Georgia a.n) modification or altcmt._ir)n of
the line which has been ratifie l we coneladed it to be more proper
to decline the invigation to submit a countor proposition to be con-
veyed to the authorities of Georgia. Whilst your Commissioners
have thus acted in the discharge ot tha dmmportant trust reposed in
-them, and whilst they are fnllv convinced that the faitl of both
States is pledged to the inviolable maintenance of the “Iine” sur-
veyed and marked by Messrs, Whitner and Orir—a line so soleamly

stion wis no longer ¢

esta.bhched th.u; it can never be changed without the consent of -

both St et, if the. Georgia Commissioncrs bad been clothed
with power to Ambertunn anv proposu.on to sctile the controversy
growing out of its cstablis Liment, your Commissionets would, in a
<pmt of amity and friendship, have rccommwdcd the adoptlou of
the MeN m]l fine, that being the one upon which it is understood all
the surveys in Florida closed.
i " Weare very respectfully, &e., - L

= : S JAMES BANKS,.
' M. D. PAPY,

. Bxzmcvrive CuiMBER,
TarLasasseg, Dee. 4th, 1862. {

Hows. M. D. Papy axp James Banks,
Comamissioners jor Filorida:

GQentlemen : Your attention is respectfully invited to the accom-
panying copy of a letter addressed to me by the Hon. John Erskine
and the Hon. Arthir P Wright, Commissioners from Georgia on
the boundary line, between the two States.

These gentlemen considered themselves” preclnd(,d from address-
’"b vou after your rcply to their proposition. .

. Verv respectfully, o
JOHN MILTON.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA'., Dee. 4th, 1862.
To ms Exceriency Jouy Mrrox,
Governor of Floride, &e., ¢£c., &e.: *

Sir :— We, the undersigned Commissioners on ‘the boundary line
for the State of Georgm to the Government of Flonda, being about
21

L pen Ghae,
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o retinn to Georgin, take this oceasion o capress 1o your Excel-
ieney our profomisd ackuwowledgments for the courtecus manner in
which we have been veecived by ‘your Exceliency and by the Gene
val Asseinbly of Flovida iu éur officral character. .

To-day we received the reply of the Hons. M. D. Papy and James
Banks, Commissioners on the part of Florida, appointed by your .

ixcellency pursiant 1o resolutions of the General Assembly of

Florida, approved December Ist, 1862, “to confer,” &e., with the
Counnissioners for Georgia on the snbject of the boandary line be-
tween said States, to our written proposition submitted to them on
vesterday, copies of which, we presnine, are already in possession of
your Excellency.  And, before taking our departure, we beg leave
to present to your kxcellency (the negotiations between the respec-
tive Commissioners Laving ended en'thé receipt of the reply re-
ferred to) as_suceinctly as is possible our views on the response of
the horiorable Comnmissioners of Florida. o

We would not troable yon with auy remarks whatever on this
snbject had the Commissioners confined their .answer to a mere de-
clination of our proposition ; bat we deem it pertineit to say that it
is due to Georgin- that we towmment, in a respectful manmner, upon
sothe of the reasons advanced by the honorable Commissioners for
declining the proposition of Georgia—a proposition made by Geor-
gia in a spirit of neighborly friendships, comity and concession.

Although Georgia has becu, and still is, well aware that the Me-
Neill line and the Ellcott Monnd are not the -true boundary line
and correct terminus between the States of Florida and Georgia,
agreeably to the treaty of 1795, she, feeling satisfied that the East-
ern terminns is properly far South of Ellicott’s Mound, yet, for the sake
of peace and harmeny between” her and her sister State of Florida,
ehe has been willing to adopt the Watson line as a boandary, this
line having generally been recognized as such by the people of both,
States, particalarly by those who own lands on and reside near the
horders. ~Both States surveyed and sold lands to that line, and,
(leorgia, acting in consonarce with this generally r-cognized boun-
dary, passed resoluticns on the 24th day of December, 1857, the.
true meauning and spirit of whicl being to remark and designate the
Watson line, though the words “ Watson line”" are not meuntioned
in the resolutions. We refer you to the acts ot the Legislature of
Georgia of .2857; and on the 16th .December, 1859, the General
Assembly of Georgia passed an act, without any reservation, condi-
tion or proviso, enacting, that if any of the citizens of Florida should
fall within the jurisdictian 6f Georgia upon the survey having been,
made, that.she would affirm to bone fide holders the lands held by
the citizens of Florida, thereby offering to quiet the titles and end
all litigation and controversies which had so long distarbed and an-
noyed the inhabitants on both sides of the Watson line. See acts,
of 1859, p. 23, The Logislature of Florida, ox the.22d of Decem-
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ber, 1839, passed 4 statute similar in language and identieal 14
meaning to the act passed by CGeorgin a fow days anterior, but, un-
fortunately for the peace and guiet of both States, added a proviso
in the tollowing words: “Provided, vothing herein shall apply to

-lands which citizens of this State may claim title South of what is

known as tha McNueill -line.”  Tlainly showing that it cold not
have been the intention of our ister Fiorida to affirm the eompact
with Georgia, for thie proviso negatives al the prior legislation of
both States, leaving the whole controversy where it stood for years
before. As to the Orr and Whitner line, we have not met one man
in Florida who does not admit that it is erroncous in this, that, in-
stead of its being run as a compass or plane ling, it is aud on the are
ot a circle, n mode never.cohtemplated by either State, and till
theun unused in the running of boundary lines between Georgia and
Tlorida. The action of Florida, by a resolution of her General As-
sembly, approved February 8th, 1861, is patent that she did not
deem’the Orr and Whitner line conclusive,.but awaited the action
of Georgia thereon. See acts of Florida, 186061, p. 238. Georgia
never has, and never will, cohfirta and adopt the Orr and Whitner
line. ) :

But the honorable Commissioners on the part of Florida ask us,
“ Can anything more have been required from both States to close for-
ever this alveady long protracted controversy ¢ Is Florida not fully
justified ip maintainmg that the question of boundary is ne longer
an open one, and may she not hope for rest and repose in all future
time ¥ We might properly felicitate ourselves with a bare nega.
tive of the questions propounded by the honorable Commissioners
on the part of Florida, but we feel coofident that the r-cords placed
Before your Excellengy will show that the question is still an open
one. Georgia, by the preamble and resolutions, assented to Deccm-
ber 11th, 1861, offered to close the long pending -controversy, but
the honorable Commissioners on the part of Florida have refused to
accept thejolive branch presented by Georgia; and it is a well known
rule, that when propositions are offered by one sovereign State and.
accepted and agreed to by another, they constitute a conpact be-
tween them, and not till then. ) : o

Had the proviso above by us quoted not have been overlooked by
the honorable Commissioners, they would not, we apprehend, for an

- instant, have deemed the question of the bonndary Iine closed; and,

we may add, that the honorable Commissioners, in the reasons given
by them for declining our proposition, are not in success like those
biographical restorers who, from the fragment of a foo} or a hand,

ventured to reproduce the entire figure.

With sentiments of respect, we remain :
Your Excellencyls ob’t serv'ts,
JOHN. ERSKINE,
ARTHUR P. WRIGHT, -

Commissinners for (feoraie.
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- (eoPY)) . . o
, ] TarLanasssg, December 4th, 1862/
fiis ExcrrLirey Joux MiLtox, . - -

- ) Governor @ .

Bir: We bave the honor to ackuowledge the Teccipt of your
note of this date, submitting to us'a communication addressed te
your Excellency by Hons. Johun Ersking and A. P.- Wright,-Com-
whissioners on the part of Georgia. We are. satisfied, from the char-
acter of those gentlemen, as well s from the ‘assurances given by
your Excellency, that, though somewhat irregular, no discourtesy
was intended towards us, o

Tt is pr per for us to say,-that we did not intend te preclude the
Commissioners of Georgia from making any response to the letter
we addressed them. Ou the contrary, we called upon them in
person to know whether they designed a reply, informing them that
we would not report to you until the opportunity was afforded them.
We observed, with no little surprise, that the Commissioners of
Georgia assert that the Watson ling-had generally been recognized
as the boundary between the two States, and that Georgia, acting
in consonanceswith this gencrally recognisgd boundary, passed reso-
lutions ou the 24th day of -Decembier, 1857, the true meaning and
spirit of which were to re-mark and designate the Watson -line,
though the words “Watson line” are: ot mentioned in the resolu-
tions. 'This assumption on.the part of the Commissioners of (igor-
gia fis surely not borne out either by the language of the resolations
referred to, by the agreement of Governors Johuson and Broome,
which both States ratified, vox by the subsequent actiou of either.
We have, we think, conclusively shewn that the “terminal points of
the (theu) present recognized line,” which were proposed by Gov.
Broome, adopted by Governor Johnson, znd ratified by the resolu-
1ions referred to, were understood to be the mouth of Flint River on
the West and Ellicott’s monnd on the East. We established it,”
first, by referring to the action of the sarveyors appointed to run
the line between “those points” Second, by the proviso to-the
first section of the act of Georgia of 1859, which provides that the
line then being run should not, at the Bastern terminus depart ‘ex-
ceeding one-fourth of a mile from Ellicott’s mound. Third, by the
4th section of the same act of Georgia, which declared that on }t.he'
failure of Floridd to recognize the line then being run, the line then
4o be re-run from the .mouth of Flint” River to Ellicott’s mound
should be the recognized boundary. .

Tt is difficult, in view of all this, to conceive how it was possible
for the Georgia Commissioners to conclude that Georgia meant “to
re-mark and designate the Watson line.” If sach w.s her purpose
only, it never \was expressed ; but, on the contrary, every act of hers
excludes the idea that any other line than the one between the
mouth of Elint River and Ellicott’s mound was intended, = Referring

.
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to the acis.of both States respecting the confirmation of titles Lo land
scld by the one and falling within the other hy the new boundary,
the Georgia Commissioners affirm that Georgia, withouy, reservation,
offered thereby to confirm and quiet titles, and ““end the controver-
sies which had so long disturbed and snnoyed the inlabiiants on

_both sides of the Watsern line,”” whilst Florida, by the provito they

quote, “plainly shewed that it could not have been her jntention to

" affirm the compact with Georgia, for this” proviso .negatives all the.

prior legislation of both States, leaving the whole ‘controversy where
it stood for years before.” We think we shall have little-difficulty -

_ in disposing of the position thus tuken by the Cominissioners of

Georgia. ’ :
The law of Georgia is as folléws + . _ :
“Sge. 2. dnd be it further enceled, That if the State of Florida
shall pass laws, or procure from the Congress of the United States

the passage of laws, afiirming and quisting tn bone fd# holders the -

titles toland leld under patents from the United States, and ‘which,
when the boundary line shail b established .and recognized by the
two States, shall fall under the jurisdiction o‘f_‘}}oorgia., thas the State

*of Georgia does hereby afiirni to bona jide holders of all lands held -
under grants issuing from the State of Georgis their titles to the.
game: Provided, Any lands so beld when the boundary line.shall -

be established and recognized shall fall undetr the jurisdiction of
Florida.” : _ R

There will be seen this strange and remarkable proposition in the
section of the Georgia act quoted. She asks Florida to pass laws or
procure from the Congress of the United States the passage of laws
affirming and quicting in’ bona fide holders the titles to land held
under patents from the United States,"which should fall -nuder the
jurisdiction of Georgia whereupon she thereby aftirmed to holders
of all lands held ander grants from Georgia, their titles to the same,

rovided the lands 56 heid should fall under'the jurisdiction of Flori-

"da. It must be obvious that either Florida nor the Uhited States
could confirm titles to land which should fall'in Georgia, any more .

thari Georgin could confirm titles to the land. which should fall'in
Florida. -

" Florida and the United States were already bound by the patents.

they issncd, and :hould the land sold by either of these Governments
fall by the new line into Georgia, that State could then confirm the
title to the land which thus became subject to her jurisdiction and

vice versa. No effeet conld thercfore possibly follow the enactment
2 P y .

of the section of the Georgia act referved to. Florida, however,

adopted very different language., In the section of the act referred -

to-by the Georgia Commissioners, she enacted : “That the titles of |

bona fide holders of land under auy grant from the State of Georgia,

which land may fall within this State by the foregoing line are here-

by confirmed and cofiveyed to said hiolders so far-as any right may’




_ 186

accrue to this Statc; Provided, Nothing herein shall apply to Jandsg
to which citizens of this State may claiin title South of what is
known as the McNeill line.” This seetion is plajo, explicit and un-
ambiguous, Its purposg is patent, its effect could not be a matter
of doubt. By it all lands which Georgia may have granted, falling-
within the jurisdiction of Flovida by theinew line were confirmed to

the holders so far as Florida had the power to dp so, exeept such. -
lands as ‘should be South of tlie McNeill ling, to which citizens of

Florida should claim title. Let it be recollected that Florida was
not the proprietor of the demain Iying along the line, exeept such
portions as she may have derived-from: the United States, and that
therefore she could vot do wore than confirm the grants from Geor-
gia “so far as any vight might accrue™ to her. As to the lands
South of the MeNeill line to which citizens of Florida claimed title,

she chose not to disregard the rights of her own citizens, but left

them as they.were beforc, all other lands, whether North or South
of McNeill's line, being subject to the operation of tlic section quoted.
Having thus shown the difference between the Georgia and the
Florida act, the one beifg operative and the other not, let us now
enquire whether the PFoviso to the Florida act has the eflect to
“ negative all prim\' legislation of both States, and Jeave the whole
controversy where it stood, for yeais before,” as affirmed by the
Georgia (ommissioners. .

The original agreement between Georgia aud Florida simply was
to adopt the terminul points of the then present recognized line as
the true terminal points of the boundary to be re-surveyed, corrected
and marked; on either party’s showing the then present ling to be
incorrect. The Legislature of both States ratified this agreement in
the terms quoted in our cotamunication to the Georgia Comimission
ers, and provided for the appointment of « surveyor on the part of
each, to ron and mark the line between the points agreed upou.
Here. was a proposition made by onc State, agreed to by the other,
and ratified by the Legislatures of both, withont condition or limi-
tation, the wholc containing every element which the Georgia Com-
missioners admit, coustitute a compact between States. Georgia; by
the act 6f 1859, ratificd the ling then being von by the surveyors
previously appointed for that purpose, on the eondition thut Florida
did so, subject.however to the proviso; that the line did not depart
exceeding ove-fourth of a mile from. Ellicott’s mound. Florida, by
* her act of December, 1859, fulfilled. the only condition thus required
of her, by. recognizing the line “then being run” npon the like pro-
viso that it did net ‘depart from Ellicott’s mound more than one-
fourth of a mile. Tt is-afteiwards ascertained that the line, as run

and marked, ‘did not depart from Ellicott’s mound wmorve than the
required distunce ; and, therefore, accerding the comnpact and agree- |

meut, and the resolutions and niets of both States, if language has
AnY meaping, or words' any ftoree, the Tine.on its <completion, becanr
and was the permancnt houndaey,
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There 15 nothing in the actoof | ..lEnI‘I'ld. of 1839, in refercnce ic
the confirmation nl titles, swhich makps the question of boundary
dependent upon any agreement, on the pmt of Iorida, to confirm
titles to laud which nno‘ht, fall within hef jurismiction.. . The one is
wholly mdcpendun of the other.

The condition in the sceond section of the Georgiaactis, “That
it Flovida shall pass law atii@hing and quicting titles to ]and &e.,
whicl: slhall. fallwi lun Georgia, then Georgia would, in like manner,
affirm titles to holders of lamd which should fzil within'the Juxzsdlc~
diction of Florid'i " SBupposs Plovida should, in whole or 1n part,
comp.v with this cowutmn, or should Jhouthu refuse to do either

* can it be suscessfuily. maintained that she thereby waived the ante. -

cedeat agreement and settlemens of the boundary ¢ Does it, in-
deed, follow that $hié wonid thereby negative all the prev Fious legls~
Lmon of both Stutou, leaving the w ‘Lole contr oversy where it stood
years before?  Surely not. The only effect.would Te to render in-
operative the coufirmation of the t.ltles on the pait of Georgia, To
hold otherwise would be to give.to Georgia the power, at- all times,

¥ proposing new, distinct 2 nd independent terms unknown in the

orlqm'tl agreement, which may be nnaceeptable, to avoid the obli--
ganon of hcl own (‘ontmcts Bat, althongh, as has been shown, the

section of the Georgia act was worth noth.n(r to us, ‘since she could
not confirm titles to Jand ju’ "Floridg, nor (,m.ld we, nor the United
States, confirm titles to land mllmg in Georgia. ‘
Florida went as far as could - reasonably fiave been expected, and
unconditionally confirmed; as far'as she had the power to do so, the
titles to all lands derived from Cicorgia which by the new line should
fall within her juvisdiction to the holders thercof, exeept where her
awn citizens claimed title South of the McNeill line. In view of all
that has been said, with what show of reason can it be succéssful'ly
maintained that bv the reservation of the rights of ‘her own citizens
_contained in the proviso.above mentioned Homh showed any. in-
tantion to * nefative all the punous legislation of both States, leav-
-ing the whole controv ersy where it stood for years before” Ouar
sominents on the act of lorida of February, 1861, in our letter to
the. Geoxgla Comnnissioncers, show what we n l}dbl'bLOOd was deemned
by the proviso attached to it, and need not here be repeated. Sure-
ly it cannot reasonably be supposed that Florida desired to r-eopen
what had already been closed, or that there could have existed the
smailest motive on her part to disturb, without a single compensating
advantage, a settlement which she hoped would ﬁna.lly end all-con--
troversy. Little did she expect that what was intended as an act.
of courtesy to her elder sister would bc sought to be turned aghinst
ber. - :
The Commissioners of Georgia assert, in their letter to your Ex-
eellency, that the Commissiovers of Florida have refused to accept
the “olive branch” presented by Georgia. The “olive branch” ten-
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dered to the undersigned was, that we should acoept s the perma-
nent boundary a line which, as we anderstand it, did not confor o
to the aornemem hetween the two St‘lLEs, which 1equn éd us to ig-
nore our long asserted rights, and left us no “alternative but to
decline the ploﬁ'elefl terms, or surrénder to Georgia a portion of
tcmtoly which, if the agreement referied to was not witl hout mean-
mg:, was and is lu,x‘mnmtely oars.

=" "The undersigned are unable to app*uate the analogy stgges )ted

at the conelusion of the letter of the (,omm)ssmnus ot (:emgm to

We are respcctfmlj:, &e, _ o
: o M. D. PAPY,
JAMES BANKS,

Commissioners for I"louda

Whmh was read, and the mesgao-e dhd accompanying documenst,.
ordered to be spread upon the Journal.

House bill to be entitled an act to prohibit Sheriffs and Clerks of.
the Circuit Courts of this State from hm ing deputies dmmg the
existence of the- presm]t war,

- Was vead the third time and put npon its pa.ssawe

- The vote wa : )

Yeas—idr. Pl m:uh,nt Messts, Arnow, Carter, Clary, Cooper,
Hogue, Hopkins, King, Roper, Russell of Jeﬁelbon Russell of 17th
Dmm,t Scott, Smith “and 1ayloi—-l4

I'Ja,ys——Mr Nolwood———l

So the bill passed—title as stated. .

Ordered that the same be. cut*hcd to the House of Represeuta—
tives.

The followmg commumcahon was recencd from Lhe House of.
Representanm

. : Tlouse oF "BePrEsENTATIVES,

© December Sth 1862. }
Hon. E. J Vaxi, :
l’re:?ldeut of the Senate:

Sin: The Hounse has this day passed the followiffe bills, viz:

House bill 1o be entitled an_act to repeai an act to facilitate the
congtruction of the St. Jokns and Indian River Canal, approved
January 1st, 1857, and for other purposes ;-

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Kelly, a,nd
for other purposes;.

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Gen. Wm. E. An-
derson and others;

House bill to be ehtltled an act ﬁ\mg the sahry of Comptl oller's

Cleik;
House-bill ‘to be entitled- an act to atithorize the - Commlssmuers

. of the séveral counties of this State to levy an extra tax for the pur-

'pose of - pm‘chnsmg clothing for the soldiers of this State;
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. :
Beaate bill to e entitled an aet Lo }uum. e fur Lh( repavment of
moneys withidrawn from the School and Seminary Fonds,

'_Ihe House has also refused to lnns Senate hill to'be entitled an
act 1epuﬂmg the militia laws of this State. -

Res -Lcda.ly,
THOS. B. LAMJFOOT )
. i Clerk ITouse of hcp

\1 hich was read and aaunm'm\ ing House bills placed among tha
orders of the drw. and Scnate b 1L o.-lemu to be envolled.

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to prevent citi-
zens of other States from fishing in Lakes Tamonia and Miccosukie,
" Was read a third tune and put on its pasgage.

. The vote was :

«Yeas—AMr, President, ¥essrs. Arnow, Cmtu Clary, Hocrue Hop-

-kms ICing, Norwgood, Roper, Russell uf Jcﬂ'usoa, l{nssell of 17th

,T_)hthct Seott, quth and ld‘]OI‘-———li

Nay .f.-—-‘Jon\

So the hiil pa@qed——tlﬂc as stated.

Ordered that the same be c'-ltmerl to the Ilouse of Represcnta-
tives. '

House bill to be entitled an n.ct l’mahnmto the oflices of Calhonri

’ Lount)

Was read the third time, a,nd on mpoliou, passed’ over lnfojma]]\

House bill to be eniitled an act to Phl(,lul\“ clothing for the sol-
diers of this &tate,

Was read. the first time and ordered for a scwnd madmn' on Mon-
day.

House 'mll to be (,ntltled an ack ﬁ\mo the salary of Comptroller’s
Clerk,

Was read the first time and oldeu,d for a second readu_]g on

~ Monday.
House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Gen. VVm E,

Anderson,

Was read the ﬁrat txmc and ordered for a qecond 1eadmg on Mon-,

day. .

" House bill to'be cntitled an act to 1epeal an act to facilitate the
construction of the St. Johns and Indian River ca.nal approved Jan-
uary 1st, 1857, and: for other purposes,

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its
title, and 1efer1ed to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Russell
of 17th District, Taylor and Scott.

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief, of John Kelly, and
for other purposes, -

"Was read the first time and oxdered for a second reading on Mon-
day.

On motlou, the rule “7.15 wawed and the House bl” to be entltled ’

22
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vewd nosecond thne by its title, and ordered’ for a thind reddin
ayonday, o, . . ‘

The rule being waived, 3y, Aroow moved to amend the resol
conuereing the expenditurg of funds, by strikitg out the words ¢
touse of Representatives of the State of Florida in General As
bly convened;” o )
Which was adopted. .,
The orders of the day being through with, on motion, the S¢
adjourned until 16 o'clock, Bonday.

MONIDAY, December tth, 1862,

Senate met pursuant to adjonrnment,
o President in the chair, :
“A quorum present. )
The Journal of Satarday
The President anpoun
1, of the 17th
: laws, . . , )

Whichwas redeived und placed among the orders of the day.

My, King prosented a resolution relating to the Florida” Hosy
at Hichmond, Vu, - ' . .

Which was veceived and placed among the orders of the day,

Mr. Cooper, from the Commiittee on Engrossed: Bills, made
following report : S T

The Committee on Engroesed Bills ask
ing bills as correctly engrossed, viz: '

- A Dbill to be entitled an act fising the salary of the State Treasw

A bill'to be entitled an act to prevent the fraudulent use of.
Bonds issued by the Florida Railroad Company ;' also, .

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the. entry.of lands oceuy
by soldiers or ‘their families during the continuance of the pres
war, and also to regnlate the entry and sale of public lands,

All'of which is respectfully submitted. :

T JAMES G. COOPER, ‘Chairman

‘Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among
‘orders of the day. : ST R

Mr. Hogue, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the
lowing report : o . . :

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bil]
e entitled an act in relation to dower, have had the same nun
consideration, and a majority of the Committee arc of .the opin

that the bill enght not to pass. \ ;
~D. P. HOGUE, Chairman

"

in

was read, corrected and approved.
I motions in order,
District, presented » resolution relativ

leave to, report the foll



