
Vi'Nhich rc.tred, and s Id rsoluation uirdcred 1o L,, enrlloed,
Rouse ,ill to Provitle for aFiorula ik1spital- in thie, \est,
XWs read th&i first~ tPin-' rie waivud.icad a gecond tied thir4

-nimes by its title and purt unon its pNa~sg.
The ~ote was;
X eas&-~. Ir. -Pr.5iescnt 1%. CR- IN -XI :sm , Ar nowx (CIar C o oper,

11ogue. hollaild, IlopI ins nu KinRssell Di' J-cac-sno IRiEssll of
1 nah Dxst ict, Scott and Taylor--13.-

Niys- hone.
So'thc -bill passed-t'uc as sstcu(!,
Gidered that the samne be certified to the [IouS-' of Reprds~nta- ~

House resnntlon relative to the Sparetnry of State,
Was rcad1 arid adopted.
Ordered that the sain" be'ce'itfied to thje hlouse of Ptepresensa-

* tires.
H1ou-se res-olution reqnmnain intor mation td-be fiirnishied hr the In-

ternal Impiovement Bjoard with regard to tid management of cer--
t ain railroadsI

W~as read the fiibt timarob~ul waived, re~ad the( stioud and third l~
times by its title, and 'tut on its p-edsst ge

The vote Ayas
Yeas--Mr. President, Memssr Allison, Arnow, Clary, Cooepr,

hlogUe, Holland, 'ispl ins, King, tusl fJfesn.~ elof.] 7th
.District, Scott 'nud.1i 

Nays-N one.
So the resolution passed- title is stated.
Oridered that the L'ine be certified -to' thes House of Represen-

tatives.
On motion, the Senate ad~journed until 10 o'clock Monday miorn-

MONDAkY, December 15th, 1862.

Senate miet pursuant to adjouirnbivnt.
The Pt'esident in the chair.
A quoruim present.
Rev. Dr. DuBose offidiated as Chaplain).
*The journal of Saturday was read, corrected and approved.
Tihe Pro ident announced motions in order.
,Mr. Holland wvas allowed, by unanimfous consent, to present the-

f1omwing bill : .- I. .

A bill to be entitled an act to f~acilitate th e collection of debts due3
the State by any officers,
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Which, was placed. atn ong the orders of the day..

Mr. Allison was allowed, by unanimous consent, to present the

followirg resolution
1Resolution relative to the excllbption law of Congress,
Which was placed among the orders of~the day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

On mot~inn of Mr. H1olland, the following bill was first taken up:

H1ouse bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of the

State of Florida,
WI'hich was read the third time.
Mr. Norwood moved to amend, by adding the following proviso to,

the 11th section:
Prrovided, That nothing in thi's act shall be po construed as to ex-

empt any member of either H1ouse of the present General Assembly,

under fifty years of age, and not now in the Confederate service,

from the operatiofls of this act: and provided fiirther, That any

member of the Senate' votina for this bill shall be subjeat to the

provisions of the sameo, oven though he he over fifty years of age,
WVhich was adopted.
Mr. 'aylor moved to reconsider the action of the Senate qn the

above amendment.
The ye as and nays having been called for,
Q'he vote wNas.:
Yens-Miessr&. Allison, Arnow, Scott and Taylor .- 4'

Nays7-Mr. President, Messrs. Carter, Clary, Coope'r, Hogue, Hal-

land, Hopkins, 1iing: Norwood, liussell of Jefferson, and Russell of.

17th District-1i.
So the motion was lost

Mr. Hopkins bresented vhd followingy amen'dment:

And be it far-ther- enacted, That his Excellency, the Governor of

this State, kp and lie is hereby 4tnthorized, upon the requisition of

the Coil,'deratc General[ or Generals, in command of the . lilitarv

Department or Departments of this State, to order the militia afore-

mentioned into service, conditioned the Confederate Government
shall, pay, arm and equip the said forces,,for such time as they may

be employed in service,
Which was not adopted.
The question being upon thp passagoe of the bill,

The vote was:
Yeas-Messrs. Arnow, Cooperfljolland, King, Russell of Jeffer-

son, Scott and Taylorrt7.
Nays-Alr. P'resident, feasrs. Allison, Carter, C! ry, Rogue,

Hopkins, Norwood, and RusAel1 of 17th. District-8.
So the kill was lost.

Ordered that the same be certifiod to the House of Repree6nts- .

tires.
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Therflh .4ing wiaied, the Oi61imittee.on naro:Ied Bills made
the following repoit:

The Committee on Enrolled Bills hbew leave to icport the fol- I

lowing bill as correctly eiwolled, vi7.:.
A A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations fr6 the expen-

ses of the First Session of the CTwelfth General Assembly, and for -

other purposes.
Respcctfully, I

J. Ml. TAYLOR, Chairman,
Which was read.
A coin-miatte from thelousic appeared at the bar of the Senate,

and stated that the House had passed Senate joint resolutioin -to

guarantee by the States tile debt of the Confederate Government..
Said resolntion was otdered to be enrolled.

The following message was received from! his Exccllency the Gov-
ernor: .

EXECUTIVE DXPAPRTMENT, -

Tallahassee, Dec. 12, 1882.
Hoa. E. J. VAKK,

President-of the Senate:
SiR: I herewith return without my approval "An act to establish

and fix the Terms of the Sapreme Court,' which originated in the
Senate.

The. 2d section; of the act provides : "That if there shall be a failI
nra to hold a Snprefne Court at any~place or timne herein provided,
did Judge or Judges preseiA shall report the sam11e to the Governor,
stating the. name of the Jndge failing to attend, and said Judge so

failing to atteud shall have tlo, sun of five hundred dollars deducted,
froid his salary for each and every failure, unless said Judge shall
6Th iYith the Governor, an affidavit setting forth that his absence was
callsed by sickness or soine providential canse ; and if no such Jurdge
is present, the Sheriff of the county, or Clerk of the Circnit'Co::rt
*helre the Suiprerme Court is to he held, shall notify the Governor
of the fAilure of the Judges of the Supreme Court to h'old Court
as is by this act provider!."

This prbvisioI of-the act is in conflict with the spirit and letterof
the constithtioial provisions1 relative to the independence and sepa'-
rate constitutional pouors of the Judges of the Supreome Court. The
first clause df the II Article of the Constitution declares, that "The
powers of the Government of the State of Florida shall be divided
into three distinct departments, and each of them confided to a
separate body of Margistracy. to wit :those which are Legislative to
one ; those %vhieh are Executive to anotluer ; and those which aRie
Judicial to-anothler." The 2d clause of the same oarticle'further
provides that "No person or collection of persons, being one of those
Departments, shall exorcise any power properly belonging to either
of tile others, except in the instances exprecsly provided -for in this4

a-f d i



~X~xsdruier." Tre Conistitution theon pro-ceeds to point ou-at a'AJd
pr,'ovideC theL- Iaui.~e Of diaieino'the Exeeutive, Legislative and.
Judlicial 3)cpnrtkneutsq of t~he Governm~ent. Fromi Aliewo provisions of

the t onstitunion antl i he ggenoara fiiincipics ipplicsbie tn constitu-
tiflal golvciiimluit, it- w¶ill h perceived at; oriao tlh t thie il tentionl of

tilOsWile w traiud 'I l nnsr;t~itii~o was thjit those entrusted with
tihe grace, and rcqpnnsibIe hittici of the J udicial Dinartnieut should
boc made as, in tceli'delit, of tha Other departmlelits ofi thle Go'ei nmeu't
as the other dIC} rtmilL it 0f &ove'nnmunt ar of twe Jn ui(ilal D..3part-
inent.- Tlines been tle po iry of eonsitntutioi'al and fite got em-
Inents, from tuna, imrn.mvrloal, i d its wis tom, 11a been so fiequendly
and conehusivuly i~lusirated that to que-stion itL now -would he absnuid.
History and exp~erience, no less iltta reason, prove that troose en-
trosted with tiuc Judlicial Dhpsirtinciut of u tiee:gov'ernmnent arc tke'
conserrators as well as the interpieters of th(u~ou stitution criid the

* laws. To make themu depundunt upon Orl0 to Pkic 10 he1in at the
inrevt of the othwr depaitmeiits of thle 0'0velŽivflti w onld 6u stiriking
a fatal blowv at constitutional f T i lie histor of England, fiomn
which c oai ti ywe derive Oul, MManailare aid nnst of the firgt'princi-

J pi~~~ pes of Oult got~m l Crn lit,cle atlv lillius rate, thisi, faict and ieueiit uve ots

1! in~~~ the Unmted States,. unddr tie. cldiinistiao ofl i u.tsuirper aod ty-

* ~~~rant, lavc eaus edto be repeated xm'ewhhitashptin
and experience had-rendered iinpossilAle oii this coniIiilit. It 'meay
be laid dean a-s a well estadbliShed genoreal faeti thant-if the, ,ludii~ial
Departetiinictdet l othe mie-i r ant' capirice of thle
Executi've or- Legislative Depaitti~neuf, the Judge~s sxiii become cor-
rupt', ti'cikliihg anti venal, and that time -whole potver of the-govecrn-
went will be finaill)y ttbs-ibhd that departinent which has or is adlow.-
ed to assume the conttoi of the others. TieJudges, from thle Con-
stitutional charnutui of thuir office and position, are- unabile to resibt
the encroaehiients of power, except by a declamation of thle Conisti-
tutiban hud the law. One of thu fir t sucuessfuil steps tossaids diset-.

Bell ~~~ganization of a gover'nmuent is to brnno the Judiciary intn subjuga-
tion and 'contempt. -This con never be done wivth my i.onseot.

The. importancea of' an iudepe-ndlant Jud icir being conceded, let
us ssee if this section of the act under coisilciation is compatible

wth thle same. ']blp Legislatuire mimndeirtakinir to punish Judges df
the Suiprenie Cotir for any du ciiution of diitV of whlieh dicey may
be guilty.; by dedicting a lamrge pontion nil thour s daries, .practically
assumies thle. absolute control of this portion of the Juslicial Depart-
ment, for as they assume to declame tile duties of the Judoesiiand fix:
the penalty bf a failure to die g temhtisietn to enable,
themp entirely to subvert amid destroy this bramch of th.e government?'1
Thle dupies and the penalties may be so arranged as. to render it
imppssible that, any one could occupy' the positiorn, dischargeit
duties, or submit to the -penalties imposed, and thus one branch of

the gneernmfenf-texpressly provido~d for in the Constitution would 1~9



altogether abrogAted b~y the ation of *co-ocianzate depa~rtment of
the same. government. I am persuaded that this resuit could never
bave been contemplated by the framers of the Constitution, Li fair
and rational interpretation of which wifl I believe, lad to an enl-
*tirely djffcrent. conclusion. 

This will more fully apa from a further ex~amlilation of tia
provisions~of thle Constitution relative to the Julie el IDepar'.ment.
Tha, Constitution makes an express provision itst Ifoi-i the trial an(.
punishment of Judges who have been gui~ty of a iieglect of dnty.
The 10th clause of the 4th. Article is as fo llows, "Jules. of the
Supreme Court, Chancellors and. Judgres of thle Circuit Court, shall
be appointed, by tlioGoveriior, by andl %tith tile 'idvice cnd consent
of two-thirds of the Senate, when in session, and hold offlice for the
term of six. yeas firom thle date of tbhe- fappoiiitiienr, inliess soonler
removed under the provisions made, in this Co nstiutnuon for the
remrloval of Judg-es by Addcies or inmp"acrnienut ; and for xiliifil n e-
lecst of'dity, or. odthr icasonabr'eai-;ro whillit shcah not hr, suffluient

grondfo impeachiment, thle Go vt nor shill remove 'ni of thlem
onl the address of two-thirds of tile Genern] Assen.ibId &c" The
Constitution th us makes provision for thi~ tri'aI -e d pn thin ci , 01

the removal from .office, of. J udaee ihto i;eomsct flAticr dufty. o" are
guilty of improper conduct. It is net, thit ereten to b-a supposed
that it was intended -that these sam Jn udio slsiodc be subject to.
another tribunal for -the same 6ffenees-to hi. pirilsi~ in a ii na Lc.

entirely inconsistent with the digritity andl ciiLIar Lei ot their OI{$v;,~ 

and( without even the usual forms that ret usnalmy emnployed to 'so-
cure justice. .It is a fundameutal piinciplc ot oni goverlnmeut that
io, one should be twvice p'uiished for the samae ottencc, a-!d the. Con-

stitation having expressly provided the moth, and manneri in winch
Judlges shall be tried and pnlni-shed for impr-oper conduct in offie'
it is n~ot compatible with fivst prinuiple~s Lh'at this modi. -and usaMiiiner
shoulil be ehaugedl hy mere, legisilaion, or tli t any pimuisiient
should bosupeiadded. to tbltpiroviuced by tin. Constitution Tzosi wxho
framed the 4 on-titution of tlhc Stabes, copying trout tuts Almost un1l~
ve.rsal exampic of Constitutiona ii mc ritnents, and.. eonsiderinig the
dignity and iispo tance ot the Jud iicia Otoi.s and tulc osiracter of

toewho ai c likely to fill this posito pio io a to ' r 
for offences or delinquenees iii iudtcial ofieioos coripac'hl with the
dignity and] importance of a sepaiati. inot distincet btanelih of tile
Stat6 'Governoieut. It is not, thierefore, incoinpatiuble with ibe spirit
anti principles of the Consitution that thu. 'iuiportant public oWf-
cer§ sihould be sxcbje ete'd to hue~s atnd forfeintu'' in t~e mnanliter of
common101 criminals or delinqucnts. Thc digunity of the State itself,
the high' apd respotisible, characewrot thle ottice, foriBl sucsh a course,
tied experience has showvn Lithat the potley'acloptcd in t'.e Cocactitu-
tion is the iwisest,, th safest, and] the best.

Even were 1 satisfied thI at thea prov %o-:> of this1 section of 1 the mlb
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in strict accordance witb the letter of the Constitution, I should
still hesitate to approve it. I am not able to perceive any necessity
for the legislation therein prqposed. The history of the State ex-
hibits no such misconduct or willful ne"lect of duty on the part of,
members' of the Ju1dicial Department as to call for a remedy of thisr
description. So far, we have obtained the services of gentlemen of
learning, ability, and probity in this department, and men whose

zeal and dilligenee have always ensured a prompt administration of
justice. Let us not; like the Athenian law-giver, create offences,
wVhich had before no existehie, by providing for their punishment.

In considering the conftitutionality of tfiis bill, I-Dv attention has
been directed to the 11th clause of the 6th article, of the Coustitu-
tien, which provides that "It 'hall be the dhty of the General As-
sembly to regulate, by law, in what cases, and ,what deduction from
the salaries of public officers shall be made for- neglect of duty in
their official capacity." This provision of the Conmitntion was not
intendded, in liy opinion, to 'pply to thn Judges of tihe Courts, and
the Gthief Officers of the Dbepsi tnonts of the Governiiient, but merely
to subordinate o- administrative officers. The samne article of the
Constitntion in which this clause occulrs, makes provision for the

impeachment of civil othicers, and as before set forth in the 5thi ar-
ticle, express provisiou is made for the inod6 and inafluier of the im-
peachment of J udges for neelcet of duty. It is not to be supposed
that the framer's ot the Constitution had it in contemnplation to pro-

1 vido a variety of tiibunals and a variety of punishmndrts for delin-
quent Judges. The Constitution makes one express provision for the
case of delinquent Judges, and neither, according to the ruiles of
technical construction nor plain comminon sense, can other provisions
of the Constitution be comistWnod so as to impose newv and cumula-
tive penalties, and dlivcrse tiibunak. for their punishment. Tli

same argudieit hefote nured is aaain suggcsted to the mind hero;
that the power to fine or tax necessrity carries the power to destroy,

and it could novzr have been intended th it one bianch of the gov+

erninent should have the power to destrov a co-ordinate. department
-of caual consti;tutionanl authllority witri itsLIf.

'I here: is also a proviso in the first secnion of the bill %which I can-
not appilovei It is as fal-lew; P 'Froviucd kowevert-That all decisions,
decrecs o'ders and opinions shall be delivered in the circuit Where
theo caselis beard, and no case shall be transfenred out of its circuit. t

I ann entirely uin.able to comprehend the necessity or ihe policy of

this provisioh of the bill. I)oubtless, the object of the institution

of a Sapienme Court is'tofurther securejustice tdindividuals, and to

determine and establish great and important principles of the Con-

k1. sti~qtution and the law, wh ich are to be l-aws througohout the., whole
State., The creation of this tribunal is not more for the benefit of

individ"als seeking justice, than it is lot the general determniuatiop
and establishmeict. of those lats iwhich are to prevail throughout the

II'



'whole State. To cieprivc the Snprtenw Court of the discretion to
trinsfor causes out of their circmit, for good and sufficient reason, is
to throw obstructio is in the warv of justioe, and trammel the Judges
in the investigation and wiso asdjudictiliou of the laws which are to
bind the whole body ot the citizenis. It seems1 to Dc that every
facility, not positively incomp'ptible ,with the interests of private suit-
ors, sholild he afibi-ded to those ctrusted with this highily respousi-
ble duty for arriving at truth And the law. And if, in the discretion.

of the (.'ouirt, the cause of judstie iand tile determination of great
principles require the tanr L"Ie and furth or consideration of a cause,
t*ev yshould certainly have the power to d1o so. Otherwise, we force

the Supreme Court to deti mine principlei of. law affecting all the
Citizens in the State without beilng prepared to do so, ori satisfied
fully mtith their conclusions. But the act nuder consideration -does

viot even allow causes to be transferred with thn consent of the par-
ties to the samie-whict is al:nost inva riabl done iii such cases. I
cannot see the purpose -of this provision at all. · The only possible
reason of which I can conceive why the Court should not have the
power to transfer causes, would he the hardship or-expense whichit
might possibly, -in sorne case, entail upon tile parties concerned.
This reason cannot apply in etses where the transfer is made by
consent or desire of the parties. On the contrary, it seems that tho
very cause ofjustice itself, and tile interests of al! concerned as well
the public, muay frequently be-subserved by the transfer of a cause
for snfflciedt reasons, and by thuc' consentl offll parties.

For the reasons above set forth., therefore, I cannot give my con-
sent that this bill shnall become law. Although I am disposed not
wilihngly to withhold my approval from ordinary acts of legislation,
yet, as one entrusted with a conservative, powcr in the government,
it is my dnty to exercise that power to the bet of my judgmient., to
preserve the different departments in their piroper positions and
functions, and to mnaiutain the spirit and letter of the Constitution.

Rtespectfully,
JOHN MILTON.

Touch was ~ ead-
MIr. lToiwood moved that the 'Sndte take a recess, until 3 o'clock;
Upon which the yeas and na-va beihm called for.
The vote was:
Yeas-Messrs. Car-ter, Cooper, HIone, Hopkins and Norrood-5.
Nays-Mr. President, Messi$- Allison, .- rnow, Clary, Holland,

King, Russell of 11Th Distirid'ct,"bcott and. Ta'rlor-9!
So the motion was lost.
The question JIcing upon the passa-e of the bill over the Cover-

Dor &a Veto,
The vote was:
Yeas-Mlessrs. Arnow, Carter, Chary, Cooper, Holland, Hopkins,

King, Norwood,, Rusedi of Jeffersou and Tavlor-1ft.
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Navs-Mlr. Pre-sident, ?cssrs.Alison, Hlogue, Ruat;eil of 17th Dis-
Liset and Scott--s.
'So the Govcfnor's veto wassustained.
The foillowrinff comintinfeation wa,5 r cceived from~ bis·$Excellency

the Giovernor. ad read:
EXECUjTIVE CHAMBER,

TALLAHASSEE, Dec. 13th, 1862.

Hon. E t. J. VL A\
IPnlsidcnt of tIe Senate

SInt- bTave approved and signied the following bi.1s and resolu-
tion, \ vjz

An act to precvent the entry of lands occupied by soldiers or their

familie0 driing tie continuance of' the Present war, and. also to regfr.
late the entiy and sale of public lands;

Art act appioprlisting the sumn of *25,00O for the sick and: wounded
soldiers from Ilo ida in the reveral hospitals;

An act to piotect the interest of stock owners in this State; also,

Rlesoltiuun relative to -copying the laws. JT
':i 'i~~Very respectfnily,

JOHN AIILTON ,

Which was read:'

Also the following:
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Tallahassee, Dec. 15th, 1862.

HoN. E. J. VA NS-a,
President of the Senate

SnI: I have approved and sinned the following rerolition, viz

:Res'lution~ in velatio n to coupensation to Al essrs. apy and. Banka.
Very csyesctfully,Hl'l * · JOHN MILTON,

Which was read.
iihe followwig communication was received from the House of

Represeutatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

December 15th, 1862.

ii BorJHo. E. J. V`_&N-

RON. B. President of the Senate-

SIR: The Eonqe has this day passed the following resolution, viz:
V··i Senate joint resolutions in regard to public defences.H ~~~~~~~~~~~Respectfully,

TITOS. B. BAREFOOT,

Clerk of the House of Representatives.
iWhich was read and the resolution ordered to be enrolled.

Mr. Norwood moved that the Scnate.take a recess until 3 o'clock;

Upon which the yeas and nays being called for.
The vrote was.:

ii~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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N.- y-Mr. 'PresidentI, U 71.-' A. .i-, 1 .101 1", Rusjsell of
lefferami, Russell of 1 >nt' Iir''-F tiit tiji Tavlor--8.

So the inotion was lt.
A I Ill to be entitled an act to ntuon0rize the canlvasqs of retur:ns of

i:.ct~ioi~s hleld 1)7 t-i-coy, inl tae. Sui rwe Itf tile Slate cr(i fedeinte

States,
Was read the third tine cuad ut 1pon it-s passage.
The vote wi s
Yeas-Mr. lPmcc;ident, Aiecsrs A ee Carter, Cooper, IHIolland,

Hopkins, fIing, Noedftoode ted of thDistrict anud Tinvlor-io.
Nay.s-M~e-ms. / llL-Mson, CGin)y, ne-ieil ot Jefferson and- Scott-4.
So the bill 1 :-ed titlc as statedd
Ordered tliat the saine be cerdfued to tlij RHouse of 1Representa-

tives.
A bill to lie cattledl an act to fac-,ii.tae tihe collection of debts due

the State Ib ary Quy ceR,
Was read tue flest time, rle waived, read a second and third

times by its t ltl. ard put uipain its jpissago.
The vote ;vos·:

Yeals-Mm Pii ~oz 1'-iil's k llistoll, Atuow, Cul-teih, Clary, Hot-
,land, King, Nrwoieod, I assell of 17th District, Scott anrii Taylor-]I

Naiy-Mr Hlork'-in- I.
Messrs. Hi ce arUie a Rssell of I oflh I were exused from votino.

So the bill passed-title as stated.
Ordered tltat the same be certified to thUe House of Representa-

tives.
Senate resolultion in relation to the etesumption law of Congress,
Wilas read the first time.

Mr. Allison moved that the bile be naivjed and the bill be read a

second time,
Which was not agreed to.
House bill to be entitled an act to amriend an act to authorize the

Board of County Commiissioners of~the several counties in this State
to levy n'spcifie tax for the relief of soldiers in tile service of this 

State or of the Conflederate States, approved Dec. 12th; 1862,

Was read a second time, rule waived, read a thjird time and put

on its passage.

The vote wasa

Yeas-M~r. President, Mlessrs. Allison, Carter, Chary, Hogue, bIol-
]and, Kill I_ lTo rwoodl, Ru~ssell of Jeffersoll, 11-assell of i~th D3istvict ;

and Taylor-1l.

Nays-M-esssrs.A mlow, IHopkins and Scott-3.
So the bill passed-title as stated.
Ordered that the saicne he. celrtified to the House of Represeln.

tives.
alt
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01n iotion, of Mr. rluss.ell of the 1)7th District, the Senate took a

k recess uniltil 3 O'clock. P. III;

3 O'CLO)CK, P 1M.

The Senate resumed its ession.
The President in the Chair.
A quorkum present.
The unfinished bpsiness 0 P this inorning was taken up.
The following message wxN received front his Excellency the Goa-

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

TFallaha-ssee. Dcc. 15th, 1862.
·Ilox. E. .1. MANNN,

President of the Senate:

SIR: 1 have approvxxd and signed the following bill, viz
.Al net makinlg appiopriatious for expenses of the first session ofI

he 12th. General Asserubly, and for other purposes.
Very respectfully,

JOHN MILTON.
Which was read.
lklr; Allison moved to reconsider the action of the Senate this

tolormug in reference to. the resolution relating to the exemption law

oIfCong~ress;
Upon %which the yeas and nays being called for,
The vote vas:1Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Allisop, Carter, Cooper, Horue,

Runsell of 17th District, Scott and Taylor-82
Nays-MIessrs. Arnow, Clary, Hopkins, Norwood and Russell of

Jefferson-5.
/i 's~~~~o the ingtion was atlopted.all~~~~~~~~a

Mr. Allisyp moved to waived the rule and.ttke up said resolution;
tUpbn which the yeas and namys being called for,
The vote was;
Yeas-]Mr. President, Messrs. Allison, Carter, Cooper, Hogue,

King, Russell of PiIth District, Scott and Taylor-9.
Nays-Messrs. Arnow, Clary, HopkLins, Norwood and Russell of

Jefferson-5.
So the motion wms lost.
Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol-

lowing report:
The Committee on Enrolled Bills, report the following bills eawl

resolutions as correctly enrolied, viz

Ii1
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An act to prevent the eEtablishlllent of dlistillerlies and the distil-
ling of whiskey or other spirituous liquors in this State;

An act relating to the trial of persons in this State during the
existing wvar; -

Joint resolution to guarantee by the State the debt of the Codfed-
erate Government;

Joint resolution relative to the completion of the Pensacola 
Georgia Railroad to the Apalachicola river;

Joint resolution in relation to copies of sacts to be distributed
among the solcliers; also,

Joint resolution for organizing the salt makers upon the coast of
Florida for their own and the plublic defence.

Respectfullv submitted,
JOSEPHI M. TAYLOR, Chairman.

Whichi was read.
The following message was received from his Exeellency tile

Governor:
Fellov-citizens of the Senate a.ndE l

House of Representatives:

Your Attention is respectfully invited to the accompanying letter
firom the Rev. D. P. Everett, of Washington county.

From various parts of the State I am called upon to extendl pro-
tection to citizens endangered by the threatening approaches of the
enemy. All dffors to have forces returned to the State which have
been ordered from it, have, for good and snfficieut reasons assigned;
been ineffectual. I have made known to your honorable body, in
two messages, thd vital importance of legislation-to ensure the or-
ganization of all persons in Florida capable of bearing arms tor de-
fence. I have much reason to believe that Florida will be invaded,
and our means of clefelnce are inadequate.

Your honorable body have passed a resolution requesting the
President of the Confederate States to exempt Florida from the fur-
ther operations of the conscript act.

It cannot be reasonably supposed that this-exception can be
made in favor of Florida1 unless it shall be justified by suitable or-
ganization of our citizens into military bodies for our defence, and
I respectfully repeat, that no eflicient organization can be made
under the existing laws.

.Bespectfully,
JOHN MILTON.

Extract from a letter written to Governor Milton by D. P. Everett,
dated Orange Hill, December 10th, 1862.

"Recently a Yankee party landed at Point Washington, 'pressed'
a salt wn:gnll to ceriy; tlll] ana \nllt, six miles to 3r. C'lelllelu-

AL, ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -I



!iI's \vors, - and comm~aitted en utter dcstructjnn, anid onl retuirning,
inid thle 'pressed ' weggonage in tSe property of Clendenin. A
b. rother of Hon. J. 1an niMab, who, sine M icnte ago" 'nwent to the Yen-
Icns at Pensacola, was along, and I hamve just learned from Mr. John
j. WVhite, who staved wjth Inc le t nhlit, tri t the sid 1 'Nat.' Han-

niabi came wp to where his frmily res ided, enar Col. Puss, ant took

them off withiont detection.
"1 A few. days past, aid amother pa'ty of tne vandals came up to

Springy Iill and capi ured several citizens, whom the'y aterwards

discharged, but took Jmr. john Y. Cool oftf bcsiles otor idepr eda-
tions, and said they ,vonld be i0a P. 1 . at V[irnon, bcfic 10(Ar. 'Thev

arc also sa~id to have stated that 800 of Southcrn pcopl", consenuts,

ks., have, recently joined tbemn, Hannah, and atofw otdrls,bbeinu
recognized by the men whom tlhey held in cuatoivs untit they w erc

ready to depart."
Whiich was read.

The following- coiinumel-ealion wans. received fromi the Ilonse of
Representativcs

HOUsE- OF RatEP? REENTATIVES,

December 15-Lh, 1862.

liox. E. J. ''sr
President of the Senate

SeaR-Tlie iolsc has this day passed the following bill, viiz:
Senate bill to he entitled an act to facilitate the collection of debts

cVue the State by hny- officers.
Respectfnily,

TaoS. r,. -BAREOOT,
Clerk House of Reps;

*VWhichi was reed and said bill ordered to he enrolled.

Also the followin'O

December 15th, 1862.
Houo. E. J. VAN4NN,

President of the Senate

Sea The House has this day passed the following bill, viz
Senate bill to be entitled an act to aethorize the canvass of elec-

tions held by troops in thje service of the State or Confederate States,
Respectfally,

THITOM!A S B. BAREFOOT,
Clerk House of Representatives.

Which was read and said bill ordered to be enrolled.
Tr. Hogne moved to take a recess until 6 6&eioclk 
Upon which the yeas and nays being called for,
The vote was:
Yets-Mr. President, 1W esers. Cecter, Clary, C-ooper, o I gue, H op-L

kins. Nerwood and Russell of l'th District--ti.
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NaVs-Messrs. Allison, Arnow, Holland, King, R fssell of Jeffer-
son, Scott and Taylor-..

8o the inotion was carried, and the Senate adjouined until s'ir
io'clock.

SIX O'CLOCK, P. Ml.

Senate resumed its session.
The Presilent in the Chair.
There was not a qnoram prese'.t.
Mr. Taylor moved a call of the House;
Whichi was adopted.
The following members we-re present:
Mr. President, Messis6. Cooper, Khing and Taylor.
The Sergeant-at-Arims was Bent after absentees.
On muotion, the call was dispensed with.
The roll- being called, the follo0wing membbers were present:
Mir-. President, Messrs. Allison, A'rnow, Clary;, Cooper, Hogul F,~

Holland, Hopkins, King, Norwood, Itnssellof 17th District, Scott
and Taylor.

On motion, the rule was wvaived to allow LbJi% lon Lad to present
the following resolutionI

Resolved, That the Senate return their thaI to the 1Ion. L. ii
Vann, President of the Senate, for the able, impartial1 and kind
maner with which he has presided over the Senate at this Session
of the General Assembly;

Which 'was unanimously adopted.
On motion, a committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Hol-

land, Norwood and Taylor, to Potif the President of the adoption
of said resolution.

The committee, through their Chairman, performed their dnty,
and vere discharged.

M11r. Taylor, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, mnade the fol-
lowing report:

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow-
ing resolution as correctly enrolled, viiiz:

Joint resolution in ro ard to public defenjces.
Respectbflly,

JOSE P1 G!. TAYLOi, Chairman.
Wliici'j was read.
The following message was reciEIvea stefim his L,; eitcv- the

(iovcinor :*
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EXECUTIIVE IDEPARTI'MENT, 

Talh!mtassee, Decemlber 15th, 1862. r
lIMo. E. J. VSANK,

,i,5 ~ ~ i i 'residelit-of the Senate
R1 : I have approvedl and signed the following bills and resolu-

Lions, viz
An act to prevent the establishment of distilleries and the distil-

[I1 ~ lery of whiskey or other spirituous liquors; *
An act relating to the trial of per.sons ill this State during the ex-

isting war;
Joint resolution lor organizilg the salt-inakers upon the eboast of

Florida for theilr own and tile pn'blic defence ;
Joint resolution to the completionll of the Pcusacoli and Georgia

Railroad to the Apalachicola;
Joint resolution in relation to copies of acts to be distributed

aimong the soldieirs; also,
Resolutions to guaranltee by the States the debt of the Confede-

rate Government.

Very respeetfully,

JOHN MILTON..

WhLich was read.
On motiou of Mr. H-opliinls, the Senate took a recess until 714-

o'clock.

QUARTER PAST SEVEN O'CLOCK.

Senate resunlcl its session.
rhe President in the chair.

'l | ~ A quorpm present.
Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol-

!'I ~lowing report
The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow-

ikr | ~ing bills as correctly enrolled, viz
11 ~2 ~ An act to facilitate the collection ot debts due this State by any

officers; and,
Ar act to authorize the canvass of returns of elections held by the

troops i. the service of this State or the Confederate States.
JOSEPI-I M. TAYLOR, Chailrman.

Which was readl.
Mr. Hollandl moved that the rule be waived to allow him to pre-

,ecnt a resolution.
C~L; Thle yeas and niays being called for by Messrs. Norwood andcl ol-

land
'lhe vote wvas
Yeats-- r. P'retnildlct, Messrs. Allisunll, Arlnow, (uolelr, oIlland,

t 2A 
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Ring, lulssell of Jcefferson, lnllell of 17th lDistrict, Seotl and Tay-
lor-1O.

Nays-Mcessrs. Carter, Clar, IHogne, Hopkins anld NTrwood-5
So the rule was not waived. 
Mr. Holland moved that the Secretary place the resolntioiupoa

the Journal.
'The yeas and nays were called for.

The vote ws:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Allison, Arnow, Hlollandl, King,

Russell of Jefferson, Scott and Taylor-8.
Nays-Messrs. Carter, Clalry, logne, IHopkins, Norwood, and UWs-

sell of 17th District-fi.
So the motion was adopted.
The following is the resolution:
Resollved by the Senate and House of Repre)sent1atives of the State

of 1Iorida in GTIenera(l AsemZbly convened, That the Governor is
helreby autborizerl to arm and organize the mnilitia for thile defence
of the State, and to pass all rules and regilations necessary for the
carrying oat of this resolution: Provilded, holwever, That all officers
s11all be elected by the troops except the necessary staff officers;
and, whenever the Confederate General shall call for troops for the
defence of the State, tbe Govelrnor shall immediately provide for
filling said reqluisition.

AMr. Holland moved to wvaive the rule to allow+ him to make a
motion that a comniitt e be appointeld to request the House to re-
turn the joint resolution relative to adjournmeut,

Which was not agreed to.
Mr. Holland presented the following protest:
We, the undersigned Senators, hereby enter our solemni protest

aggainst the adjournment of this General Assembly. withont first
_alki g furtller provisions for the defence of tile conntry than are

sontained in the present militia laws of the State.
D. P. EHOLLAND,

Senator 5th District,
JAMES G. COOPER,

Senator 15th District,
A. iR. ALLISON,

Senator Ith District,
JOSEPH M. TAYLOR,

Senator 20th Distriet,
JAMES L. IKING,

Senator ] 3th District,
J. Al. ARNOW,

Senator 14th Districtr
JOHN SCOTT,

Senator 18th District,
THiOS. T. RUSSELL,

Senator 17t 11)istxiCL
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'Tbls e Cmi:r xLino:; jced it to be hi-s 1 [ty, it o n ithnid a iroso-

lotion adopted, by the General Assembly, to appoint a Committee to
meet here on the flrat MYonday in Nov'enmber next to examine the
books of the Treasurer and Comiptroller of this State.

'rhe Chair appointed as said Committiee Messrsn. Iorwood, Hlogue

and Cooper.

The following commniunic-ation was received from his Excellency
the Governor

EXECUTIViE DEPARTMENT,
Tallahassee, Dec. 15th, 1862. i

HIan. E. J. VAare,
President of thue Senate

SIR:-I have approved and signed the followving bills, viz
An act to facilitate the collection of the debts due this State by

any officer; and,
An ac-t to anthorize the canvass of rcturns, of elections held by

the tr-oops in the service of this State or tbe Confe-derate States,
Very respectfnlly,

JOHN MILTON.
Which was read.
Mr. Allison moved to waive the rule to allow him to present a

rePsolution,
Which Was adopted.
The following is the iesolntiou
Resolved, That a committee ot thire be appointed to act with a

si-milar committee on the part of th'e eonse, to ifornm his Excel-
lency the' Goverinor that the General Assembly is abont to adjourn
and to ascertain whether he has aii 1 ftrther coinmnnication to
make to that body,

Which was adopted.
T Chair appointed as said Committee, Messrs. Allison, Cooper

and 11of"7'o.
The Committee retired and retnmned and reported they had per-

formed their duty, and that his Exeelbency had vtiaecd that he bad
no further corimunnication to Inake, bnt he desired that the Legisla-
tare vonld not adjourn without passinlog a militia law, thereby giviing
him authority to make a defence of the State in case of ernereicur.

The rule was waived to allow Mr. Allison to pres;ent the folfowii>0
resolntign :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be andt the same is ten-
dered to the Chief Secretary and other officers of the Senate, for
the prompt and courteous discharge of their duty during the present
session thereof;

Which was adoptcd.
A Committee -from the House appeared at the bar of the Senate

and stated- that they had been appointed to arct vwith a similar Coa-



2|49 .

nmittee on the part of the Senate, to inform his Excellency, the 
Governol; that the General Assembly was about to adjourn, and to I
ask him if he had any further comlmunications to that body.

The following communication was receivedl from the House of 
Representativcs: I

lIousE Or R1PRES3NTATIVE.8, |
December 15th, 1862. I

a Ifoz. E. J. VANN- 3i
President Senate

SIR -The House has this day passed the followino bill, viz tI
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide for ant j

additional issue of the Treasury Notes, approved Dec. 13th, 1862. I
Respectfully,

THOS. 13. BAREFOOT, I; 
Clerk of House of Reps..

Which was read, and, on motion, the bill passed over informally. I'
Mr. Holland moved that a Committee be appointed to inform the I

House that the Senate was ready to adjourn, in conformity witllh a -
joint resolution passed by that body, ,.

Which was adopted. 
The Chair appointed as said CommitteerMessrs. Holland, Russell,

of Jefferson, and Clary.
The committee retired to the House and returned and reported. 

they had performed their duty and were discharged. 
A committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Senate

and informed that body that the House was ready to adjourn in
conformity with a joint resolution passed by that body.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the President addressed
the Senate in a few remarks, bidding them an adieu, at the eonelau
sion of which, he announced the Senate adjourned sine die. 

32 I,
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