Which was read, snd said resolution -én:‘_(!tx'cd io be envolled,
House bill to provide for a Fiovida Haspital in the West,

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second apd third

Himes by iis title and put 1 1mou its pa.\am\
The vote was s . : 1o T
Yeas—Mr. Tre esident, ,i.fessrs, Allison, Arpow, Clary, Cooper,

Iogue, Hollaud, Hol‘.Lms, Wing, Russell of Jeffurson, Liagsell of

17th District, Seott and Taylor—13.. :
Nays-~None.

So the Hill passed—titie as stated;”

tives.
House Insmut.un relative to the Searetary of Smtc,
. Was read and adopted. L
Urdelc(. that ﬂ\e_ same hn cut ﬁcd to the House of Represema-
tives.
House reschition’ xequmnrr information 14 be farnished by the In-
ternal Improvement Loani with regar d to t.m managuncnt of cer-
taio railroads,

Was read e first. tnr\a rule waived, réad the sécbt}d and third _

times by its title, and put on its passage:
The vote was : .
Yeas—dr. DPresident, hessrs. Ahhon, Arnow, Clary, Cooper,

Hogue, Holland, uomes, King, Ruossell of Jeﬁelaon R us=dl of ]7th
..Dlstnct, Scott. and Taylor—-18.

Nays—IVone.

So the resolution passed—title as stated. » S

Otfdéred that the same be ccrtlﬁed to the House of R_cpresen-
tatwes '

On motxon the ben. te arljourr od mml 0o ‘clock \Iondav morn-

jng. "

K

MOND’\Y Decpmber 15Lh 1862,

8enate met pursuant to adjonrnmsnt.
The President in the cha.u
A quornm plesent -
Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplam
The journal of Saturday was read, corrected and approved_
The Président announced motions in order.’ :
Mr. Holland was allowed, by unammous consent, to’ preqent t.he
following bill : :
A bill to be cnmled an act to facmtfuc therollectxon of debts dua
the State by any officers,

Ordered that the same ke certified to the L\)u’se 'of Répre’s_éntn--
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Which was placed smong the orders of the day.
Mr. Allison was allowed, by unanimous consent, lo present the
fallowing resolution: :

. Resolation relative to the exerhption law of Congress.'
Which was placed among the orders of the day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

On motion of Mr. Holland, the following bill was first taken up:

 House bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of the .
State of ‘Florida, . . g !

Which was read the third time. .

Mr. Norwood moved to amend, by adding the foliowihg proviso to,
the 17th section : ’ . _
. . Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to ex-
empt any member of either House of the present General Assembly,
under fifty years of age, and not now in the Confederate service,
from the operations of this act: and provided further, That any
member of the Senate’ voting for this bill shall be subject to the
provisions of the same, even though he bg over fifty years of age,
" Which was adopted. ' n , .

Mr. Taylor moved to reconsider the action of the Senate qn the

.above amendment.

. The yeas and pays having been ealled for,
The vote was;: :

Yeas— M essrs. Allison, Arnow, Scott and Taylpi_f—‘i;
- Nays—Mr. President, Messts. Carter, Clary, Cooper, Hogue, Hel-

" lavnd, Hopkins, King; Norwood, Rqssell of Jefferson, and Russell of .

1%7th District—11.
_So the motion was lost. , ‘
Mr. Hopkins presented the following amendment : _
And be it further enacted, That, his Excellency, the Governor of
1his State, be and he is hereby authorized, upon the requisition of
the Confederate Genera] or Generals, in command of the Military

Department or Departments of this State, to order the militia afore- -

mentioned into service, conditioned the Confederate Government
shall pay, arm and equip the said forces, for siich time as they may
be craployed in service, : o A

Whieh was not adopted, ’ E ‘

-The question being upon the passage of the bil},

The vote was :. : -

Yeas—Messrs. Arnow, Cc}p‘pe.r,,\ Holland, King, Russell of Jeffor-

son, Scott and . Taylor—T. P "
- Nays—Mr, President, Messrs. Allison, Carter, Clary, Hogue,

Hoplkins, Norwood, and Russell of -37th District—8. - .
So the bill was lost. ' - ' '

tives.

Ordared that the same be perti.ﬁod to the Hpggé of B.g_,pi-mmq_:__
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The rare wiing waived, the Céinmitiee on raroiled Bills made
the following report : :

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to repqrt the ‘fol--

lowing bill as correcily envolled, viz.:. - -
A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations f the expen-

ses of the First Session of the ‘Twelfth General Assembly, and for -

other purposes. . . ]
- © Respectfully, i :
e J. M, TAYLOR, Chairman.
Which was.read. : ’ Co

A cofnmittee from the” Hgusc appeared at the bar of the Senate

and stated that the House liad passed.Senate joint resolution. to
guarantee by the States the debt of the Confederate Government..
8aid resolution was ordered to be enrolled, - :
The following message was received frons his Execllency the Gov-.
ercor: , : o
. Execurive DepartyEnT, -
e - - Tallabassee, Dec. 12, 1862.}
Hox. E. J. Vary, : ) )

President.of the Senate :

¥

Sir: I herewith return without my approval “An act to establish -

sud fix the Terms of the Stpreme Court,” which originated in the
fenate. . . o . - B
The. 2d section: of the act provides : “That if there shall be a fail:
ure to hold a Supreme Court at any place or time herein provided,
tli¢ Judge or Judges present shall report -tlie same to the Governor,
staling the name of the Judge failing to attend, and said Judge so
failing to attend shall have tl.o sum of five hundred dollars deductod
from his salary for cach and every failure, unless said Judge shall
file with the Governor.an affidavit setting forth that his absence was
cansed by sickness or some providential canse ; and if no such Judge
is present, the Skeriff of the county, or Clevk of the Circuit Court
where the Sdpreme .Court is to be held, shall notify the Governor
of the failure of the Judges of the Supreme Court o hold Court
as is by this act provided.” C S
This provision of the act is in-conflict with- the spirit and letter of
the constititional provisions: relative to the independence and sepa-
rate constitutional powers of the Judges of the Supreme Court. The
first clause of the IL Article of the Constitution declares, that “The
owers of the Government of the State of Florida sball be divided
to three distinct departments, and each of -them confided to a
geparate body of Magistracy. to wit : those which are Legislative to
one ; those which are Executive to another; and those which are

-Judicial to another,” The 2d clanse of the same article” further

provides that “No person or collection of persens, being one of those
dopartments, sball cxercise any power properly belonging to either
of the others, except in the instances expressly provided -for in this

.
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Coustitation.”  "Tlre -Coustitution then prozeeds to point out and

provide the soanner of organization of the lixecutive, Legislative and

dudicial Departinests of the Goverament, - From thesg provisions of

the Censtitution and the geueral principies applicabie to constizu-

tional government, it will be pereeived at-onco that the intention of

those who fiamed our Constitation was, that”those entrusted with

the grave and respousible dutics ef the Judicial Department should

be made as independent of tha other departments of the Government

rs the other departments of Government are of the Judicial Dapart-

ment.. This bas been the pojicy of constitutional and free: govern-

“ments from time immemonial, aud-its wisdoin, bas been so frequently

and conclusively illustrated that to guestion it now would be absurd.

History and expericnce, 1o less than reason, prove that those cn-

tensted with the Judieial Department of a free-govermment- are the
conservators 23 well as the interpreters-af the Counsfitution and the

® laws. To make thewm ‘depeundent npon, or to place them at the
merey of the other departments of the government, wonld be striking

[ a fatal blow at constitutional liberty.  The bistory of England, from
which country we derive our language and most of -the first"prinei-
| ples of our governmient, clearly lilnstrates this fict, and recdent events
| " 1 the United States, undér_the adininistrator of a asurper and ty-
1 rant, have cansed to be repeated examples which it wad hoped*time
and experience bad rendered impossible on this continent. It may
be laid down as a well estublished general faet, thatdf the Jadicial
Department is suljected entirely to the nierey and caprice of the
Exccutive or Legislative Departinents, the Judges will become cor-
rupt, trockling and venal, and that the whole power of the govern-
ment will be finally: absorbed that departinent whici has or isallow-
cd to assume the controi of the others. The Judges, from the Con-

-l
stitutional character of their office and posltion, are unalile to resist
the encroachments of power, except by a declaration of the Consti- !

tution and the law.  Oue of the first successful steps towards disoi-
ganization-of a governuent is to bring the Judiciary into subjuga-
tion and contempt. This can uever be done with my consent.
The importance of an judependant Judiciary being conceded, let
us see if this section of the act wunder consideration is compatible
with the same. The Legislature, undertaking to punish Judges of
- the Supreme Court for any dereliction of duty of which-they may ;
be guilty; by deducting a large portion of their salaries, practically N
asswiries the absolute control of this portion of the Jualicial Depart-
‘ment, for as they assame to declave the daties of_- the Judges;aud fix
the penalty of a failure to discharge them, what is wanting to enable
them entirely to subvert and destroy this branch of the government 1
The dufies and the penalties may be so arraiged as-to render it
impossible that.any one conld occupy’the position, discharge its
duties, -or submit to the penalties imposed, and thus one branch of
the government- expressly provided for in the Constitution would be
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altogether abrogated by the sction of gpco-ordinate department of
the same government. I am persuaded that this result could never
Lave been contemplated by the framers of the Constitution, a fair
and rational mterplemtwn of which witl, I behcve, }e'll to .an en-

- tirely different. conclusion.

This"will more fully appear ﬂom a further cmlmmt'on of the

. provisions.of the Constitution relative to the Judic'al Depariment.

The Coustitation makes an express provision itsclf for the trial and
punishment of Judges who bave been guiliy of a neglect of duty.
The 10th clause of the 4th article is as follows. « Jus lzes of the
Supreme Court, Chancellors and Judzes of the (mrmt Court, shall
be appointed by the Goverior, by and with the advice ang consent
of two-thirds of the Senate, when in session, and hold office for Lh°
term of six years from the date of the; ir appointiment, uniess soone

removed under the provisions made *in this (.Gusmtn'tion for ‘t,hc'

removal of Judges by uddress or impeachment; and for wilifnl neg-
lent of dnty, or. odlu reasonable canse wlich shall uot be sufficient
ground for impeachiment, the Governor shzll remove any of them
on the address of two-thirds of the General Assermbly,~&e” The
Constitution thus makes provision for the trial and punishinent, or
the removal from office, of Judges who negiect their duty or are
guilty of improper conduct. It is not,, thercicre, to bz sipposed
that it was intended that these same Judges should bLe subject to,
another tribunal for the same dffences—to be punished in a mansee
entirely inconsistent with the dignity and character of -their ofhicy,
and without even the usnal forms that are vsually employed to se-
cure justice. - It is a fandamental principle of onr government that

no one should be twice panished for the same offence, and the Con-’

stitntion hayjng expressly provided the mod¢ and manner in which
Judges shall b(, tried and prinished for haproper conduct in office,
it is not ‘compatible with fizst principles that this mode and manner
should be changed by merc legislation, or that any pnnhlunent
shonld be supeladdcdto that provided by the Constitution. Those who
framed tlie Constitution of the States, copying from the almost ani-
versal (.\ample of covstitutiondl covernments, and considering the
digaity- aud importance of the Judicial Office, and the mnactw of
those who are likely to fill this position, promlm a mode of tiial
for offences or delinguences in judicial cfficars compatible with the
dignity and jmportance of a separate and distinet “branch of the
State Government. It is vot, thexeimc incompatible with1be spirig
and principles of the Constitution that these mnpolt . poblic offi-
cers should be subj cted to fines and forfeitures in the manner of

.common criminals or delinguents,  The dignity of the § tate dtsclf

the high and responsible character of the office, forbid sich ‘L course,

ond e}.penenw has shown that the poliey’ a.r‘oph,c‘ in the Cout nt*1~

ion is the wisest, the satef«n and the best. . .
“Even were [ eat tisfied that the provisio

of this sem.‘irm of ?.hs
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® ;s it strict accordance with the letter of the Constitution, I should

still hesitate to approve it. I am not able to perceive any necessity

for tho legislation therein proposed. The history of the State ex-

bibits no such misconduct or willful ncglect of duty on the part of .
members of the Judicial Departinent as to call for a remedy of this
description.  So far, we have obtained the services of “gentlemen of
learning, ability, and probity in this department, and men whose

zeal and dilligence have always ensured a prompt administration of
justice. Let us not; like the Athenian law-giver, create offences,

which bad before no existence, by providing for their punishment.

In considering the constitutionality of this bill, my attention has
been-directed to the 11th clause of the 6th article of the Constitu-
tion, which provides that “It shall be the ‘duty of the General As-
sembly to regulate, by law, in what cases, and what deduction from
the salaries of public officers shall be made for negleet of duty in
their official capacity.,” This provision of the Cons:%_imtion wis not
intended, in my opinion, to apply to thé Judges of the Courts; and
the Chief Officers of the Departments of the Government, but merely
to subordinale or administrative officers. The same article of the
Constitntion in svhich this clanse occnrs, makes provision for the
impeachment of civil officers, and as before set forth in the 5th ar-
ticle, express provision is made for the mode and manner of the im-
peachment of Judges for negleet of duty. It is not to be suppesed
that the framers of the Constitution had it in contemplation to pro-
vide a variety of tribunals and a variety of punishments for delin-
quent Judges. The Coustitution makes one express provision for the.
case of delinquent Judges, and neither, according to the rules of

techinical consiruction nor plain common sense, can other provisions. -

of thé Constitntion be construed so as to impose new and cumula-
tive pepaltics, and diverse tribunals for their panishment. Thé
same argament before mrged is again sugoested to the wind herey
that the power to fine or tax necessarily carries the power to destroy,
and it could nevar Liave been intended that one branch of the govs
ernment should have the power to destroy a co-ordinate department
of equal constitutional anthority with itself. T .

"} hiére is also a provisoe in the first section of the bill which T can-
not approve. - It is as feliows : “Provided however; That all decisions,
decrecs, orders and opinions shall be delivered in the circuit where
the casc is heard, and no case shall be transferred out of its cireuit.”
T am entirely nnable to comprehend the necessity or ihe policy of
this provision of the bill. Doubtless, the object of the institution
of a Supreme Court is to further secure justice toindividuals, and to

determine and establish great and important prineiples of the Cons

stitution and the law, which are to be laws throughout the. whole
State. The creation of this tribunal is not imore for the benefit of
"individuals seeking justice, than it is for the gencral determination
and ostablishnient of thass laws which aro to prevail throoghent thes

i
4
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whole State, To deprive the Supreme Court of the discration to

vransfer causes out of their cireuit, for good and sufficient reason, is
to throw obstructicns in the way of justice, and trammel the Judges
in the investigation and wise .I.d‘lldll,dj;lou of the laws which are to
bind the whole body of ‘the citizens, It seems to e that every
facility, not positively incompatible with the interests of private suit-
ats, sholld be afforded to those cntrusted with this highly responsi-
ble duty for mrriving at truth and the law.  And if, in the discretion
of the Court, the cause of justice wnd -the determination of great
principles require the transfer and fuither cousideration of a eause,

‘they shonld certainly have the power to do so. Otherwise, we force

the' Supleme Court to determine principles of. law affecting all the

‘citizens in the State withouat being prepared to do .so, or “satisfied -

fully with their conclusions. But the act under consideration- does
not even allow canses to be transferred with the consent of the par-
ties to the same—which is°almost invariably done in sach cases, I
capnot see the purpese-of this provision at all,. Tle only possible
reason of which I can conceive why the Court should not, have the
power to transfer canseg, would be the hardship or-expense whichit
might possibly,.in- some case, entail upon the parties concerned.
This veason cannot apply in cases where the transfer is made by
consent or desire of the partics.  On the contrary, it seems that tho
very canse of]nst.ce itself, and the intcrests of a.l concerned as well
the public, may frequently be-subserved by the transfer of a cause
for sufficient reasons, and by the consent of all parties.

For the reasons .xbme sct forth, therefore, 1 cannot give my con-
sent that this bill shall become la\\. A]t,homrh Iam disposed not
willingly to withhold my approval from ordmaxy acts of legislation,

e, as one entrusted w1th & conservative power in the government,
it is my duty to exercisg that power to the best of my judgment, to
pre%rve the different depmtmcms in their ‘proper posmons and
functions, and to maiotain the spmt and letter of the Constitution.

-.~pectmll) ,
JOHN MILTON

Whieh was read.

My, Norwood moved ﬂmt the Scuate take & recess until 3 o’clock;

Upcm which the yeas and naya being called for.

The vote was:

“Yeas—Messrs. Carter, Coopel Hogne, ‘Hopkins and Norwood—5.

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs., =\lhson, arqow, Clary, Holland,
King, Russell of 17¢h Distriet, Scott and Taylor——Q

8o the mction was lost.

The question beirig upon the pagsagé of the bill over the -Gover-

'nor 8 velo,

"The vote was: : :
Y eas—Messrs, Arnow, Caltu Clary, Cooper, Holland, Hopzms,

King, Norwood, Russell of Jeﬁerson and Tayloy~—1p.
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Nays—Mr. President, ‘iYc rs, Allison, Hogue, Russell of 17th Dis-
Lrict and Scoft-—a.
8o the Governor’s veto, was. sustained. :
The following communication was: recelvcd flom his Excellencv
the Governor, a',d read : .
' _Exxzcumyi} CHAMBER, '
Tarranasser, Dec. 13th, 1862, }
Hon. E J. Vawx, ] ’
Pr bmdent of the Senate ¢
Sin—1T have (q,plov ed and signed the following bils and resolu-
tion, viz:
©An act to prevent the nntry of lands occupied by soldiers or their
families dnring the continuance of the present war, and also to regh-
late the entry “and sale of pnbhc lands; :
" Aw act appmplmt,mo the sam of £25,000 for the sick and wonnded
soldiers from Florida in the several hospitals;
- An ast to protect the interest of stock owners in this Statc al=o,
‘Rnsolnnon relative to copying the laws.
- . Very reapecttn]l), ’ )
R JOHN MILTON,
Which was read. S C
Also the following : :
' ExgcuTIvE DFPARTMENT,
- Tallahassee, Dee. 15th, 1862,
HONEJV\NN, T
" President of the Senate :

Sz : T have npplovcd and signed the following rcsaiutwn, viz:
Resolutlon in yelatiop to compensation to Mesars. Papy and. Banks.
Very Tosp ectfu]lv, :

- JOHN MILTON,
Wh)ch -wag read. )
The following communication was received from the House of

Representatn es: _ : S _

House oF REPRESERTATIVES,
December |5th, 1862. }
How. E. J. Vaxy, . .
President of the Senate—

8ir: The House has this day passed the following resolation, viz:
Senate joint resolutions in regard to public defences.
Respectf’ull : :

THOS. B. BAREFO")T

. Clerk of the House of Representatives.
“Which was read and the resolution ordered to be envolled. ,
Mr. Norwood moved that the Senate.take a recess until 3 [ ‘clock ;
Upon which the yeas and nays bemn' called for
The vote was:




,\[(1}:1.'3'—‘2\;0..\:.-;1’.\'. Clavter, Clary, Cooper, Hogae, Hopling and Nop-
woou—-G. . -

WNays—2Mr, Pres 1' g
_Teﬁ'e“rm hdsaﬂll

So the moeticn was lost.

A il to be entitled =
siections held by ©
Btates, :

Was read the third time aud prt upon its passage. .

The vote w _ .

Yeas—nir. 13l-cs;ident, i Arnow, Carter, Cosper, Ho]l,mrl
Hopkins, King, Norweod, Bussell of 17th Distvict Tand lm]ol‘—lO

“Nays—Mesues. Allison, Clavy, Rassedl of Jefferson and. Scott—4,
So the bill pas-ed—title as stated.
Ordered that the same be ceriified to the Ilouse of Representa-
tives. ' :
A bill to bie entitled an act to fasilitate the collection of debts due
the State by any officers, .

Was read the first time, xu]e waived, read a sccond and third
times by its title and put upon its pas

The vote was” ' .

Yeas—Mr, President, Messrs, Allis (\n, Avrnow, Carter, Clary, Hol-
land, King, Norwood, Ltussell of 17th District, Scott and Taylor—11.

May—Mr. Hopkins—1.

Messts. Hogue and Russell of dafferson weve excused {rom votb ing.

So the bill passed—title as stated. ‘

Ordered thiat the sam e be: certified to the House of Repl'esenta—
tives. - .

Senate resolution in relation to the exempiion law of Congress,

Was read the first time.

Mr. Allison movad that the rule be waived and the bill be read a
second time, : o

Which was not agreed to. -

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to 'uxthorh_e the
Board of County Commissioners of the several connties in this State
to levy a‘specifie tax for the rellef of soldiers in the service of this
State or of the Uoniederate States, approv ved I'ec. 12th; 1862,

Was read asecond ihme, rale waived, read a third time :md put
on its passage. :

The vote was :

Y cas—Mr. President, hessrs. Allison, Carter, CL.P) Hogue, Hol-
land, King, Morwood, Russell of Je ﬂ"blson Riussell of 17th Dhtll(t
and Taylor—11.

Nays—Messis. Arnow, Hopkins and Scott—3

So the bill pass ed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be. certificd to the Hoeuse of Depresen-
tives.

‘:ops in ’('nc_l. scrvice of the State or Confederate

31
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v motion, 01 Mr. Russell of the 17ih District, the Senaie took a 7
recess until 3 o'clock, p. m:

3 O'CLOCH, 1 M.

The Senate resumed its session,
The President in the Chair.
A quoram present.
The unfinished business of this mmmnn was taken up.
fhe following message wad receiv ed from hh Excellency thc Gov-
crnor
Execurive DEpanrTMEST, |
Pallahassee, Dee. 15th, 1862, |
ox, E. J. Vaxy, ' ‘
President of the Senate:
Sir: 1have approvcd and signed the following bill, viz:
An aet making appr opuatlons for expenses of the first session of-
the 12th General Assembly, and for other purposes.

~ Very respectfully,
JOHN MILTON.

Which was read.

Mr; Allison moved to reconsider the action of the Senate this
morning in reference to.the lesolumou rcIatmg to the exemption law
of (‘ongless

Upon which the yeas and nays being cailed for,

The vote was:

Yeas—Mr, President, Messvs. Allison, Carter, Cooper, Hogue,
Russell of 17th District, Scott and Taylor—8.

Nays—Messrs. Arnow, Clary, Hopkins, Norwood aud Russell of

Jefferson—5.
" 8o the motion was adopted.
Mr. Allisgn moved to waived the rule and take up said resolution ;
Upon which the yeas and nays being called for,
The vote was:
Yeas—Mr. President, Messvs. Allison, Cmtel, ( -ooper, Hogue,
King, Russell of 17th Dlstnct Scott and Taylol———g ,
Nays—Messrs. Arnow, Claly, Hopkins, Norwood and Russell of

J efferson—>5.
So the motion was lost. )
Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol-
lowing report:
The Committee on Enrolled Bills, report the following b]lls and,’

1c<01'\b101,s as correctly emolled viz:
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_ An’dct to preveat the establishment of distilleries and the distil- 1}
ling of whiskey or other spirituous liquors in this State; g
An act relating to the trial of persons in this State during the i 4
existing war; - : Laf

Joint resolution to guarantee by the State the debt of the Confed- - o
érate Government; ) i
Joint resolution relative to the completion of the Pensacola & - i
‘Georgia Railroad to the Apalachicola river; ’
Joint resolution in relation to copies of acts to be distributed
‘among the soldiers; also, .
. Joint resolution for organizing the salt makers upen the coast of
Florida for their own and the public defence. :
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH M. TAYLOR, Chairman.

Which was read. _

The following message was received from his Exeellency the
Governor :

Fellow-citizens of the Senate and
‘ House of Representatives :

Yonr attention is respectfully invited to the accompanying letter
from the Rev. D. P. Everett, of Washington county. :

From various parts of the State I am called upon to extend pro-
tection to citizens endangered by the threatening approaches of the
enemy. All éfforcs to have forces returned to the State which have
been ordered from it, have, for good and sufficient reasons assigned;
been ineffectual. I have made known to your honorable body, in
two messages, the vital importance of legislation to eunsure the or-
ganization of all persons in Florida capable of bearing arms tor de-
fence. T have much reason to believe that Florida will be invaded,
and our means of deferrce arc inadequate.

Your honorable body have passed a resolution requesting the
‘President of the Confederate States to exempt Florida from the fur-

" ther operations of the conscript act. : )

It cannot be reasonably supposed that this-exception can be
made in favor of Florida, unless it shall be justified by suitable or- .
ganization of our citizens into mulitary bodies for our defence, and
T respectfully repeat, that no eflicient organization can be made
under the existing laws.

{especﬁfllll}', S

JOIN MILTON.

Estract from a letter written t6 Governor Milton by D. P. Everett,
dated Oratize Hill, December 10th, 1862. . ‘

«Recently a Yankee party landed at Point Washington, ¢ pressed’
5 salt wagzon to earry a eannon, and went six miles to Mr. Clendeu-
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fi's works, Cand committed an utter destruction, and on retnrning,
naid the ‘m‘ehsod waggovage in the property of Ciendenin, A
brother of Hon m.muh vho, sdine time ago went to the Yan-
lees at Peu sacola, wa alpng, and I have just learned from Mr. John
J. White, who staved with e last night, that the said ‘Nat.” Han-
nal came up to where his family resided, near Col. Russ, and took
them off withont detection. : -
“ A few days past, and arother party of the vandals came up to
Spring Till and captared several citizens, whom they Ltelwfmq
dlachmged but tooL dir. Jobn M. Cook off, besides other depreda-
tions, and said they would be in P. 0. at Ver non, before long. "They
are also said to have stated that 300 of Southern people, conseripts,
&e., have. recenily ioined thewm, 'Hfmn(.ﬂ, and o few others, bem'-
recogrized by the men whom thiey held in custody until thev were
dy to depart.”
Which was read. : : :
The following communication was. veceived from the IHonse of
Representatives : :

Tiousn or BEprusns T&TIVES,?

December 15ih, 1862,
lion. B. J. Vary T .
“Dresident of the Scuate

H1r—The House has this day passed the f'ollowum bill, viz:
Senate bill to be entitled an act to facilitate the rollectlou of debts
cue the State by any: officers. .
Respecifully,
TROS. BALREF *O0T,
(.,leLL Houee of Reps.'
Which was read and said bill ordered to bc enrolled. -
Also the tollowmo' :
]:;\'iUSE or IEPRESENTATIVES, |
Decenber 15th, 1862,
IIon EJV uw,
i President of the Selm
Sin: The House has this day passed the followma bill, viz:
Senate bill to be entitled an act to authotize the canvass of elec-

tions held by troops in the serviee of the State or Confederate States.

. Respectfully,
. TIIORMAS B BAREFCOT,
Clork House of Representatives.

‘Which was read and said bill ordered to be corolled.
. Mr. Hogue moved to take a recess until 6 o’clocks .
“Upon which the yeas and I]'l,)b being chea for,

The vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Mesars. Carter, Q,-lm'u\v7 Cooper, Hogue, Hop-

kins, Norwood and Russell of 17th District—8.
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Nays—DMesses, Allison, Avnow, Holland, King, Russell of Jeffer-
son, Scott and Taylm—..
) ‘150 the motion was carried, and the CBenatc aﬂ,oumed until six
o'clock.

SIX O'CLOCK, T'. M.

Scnate resumed its session. |

The Preswlent in the Chair.

There was not a quorom p‘ese;."'.

Mr. Taylor moved 2 call of the Housze

Which was adopted.

The following members were preseat:

Mr. P umdent Moessrs. Coopel King and Taylor.

The Scrgje'mt-at -Armns was sent after absentees.

On motion,.the call was 0...- i

The rolk bemg called, the follo.vmg members were prese

Mr. President, Memla. Allisen, Arnow, Clary, Loopex, Honng
Holland, HOPLII\.,, King, \meoot., Russell of I’I‘m Dl.:t-ll(,t Beott
and Tay;or '

On motion, the rule was waived to allow Dir, hc\h_md to prosent
the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Senate return their thanks to the Ton, T. J.

. Vaon, Presxdent of the Senate, for the able, impartial, and kind

manner with which he has presided over the Senate at this Session
of the General Assembly ;
Which was unanimously adopted.

On motion, a committes was ‘Lppowtbd consisting of iessrs. Hol-

land, Norwood and Taylor, to riotify ‘the Pleswlent of the adoption
of s'ud resolution.
The committee, throngh their Chairman, performed their duty,

and were dischar oed

My, Taylor, flom the Committee on farolled Bills, made the fol- -

lowing report :

The Committee on Eurolled Bills beg leave to report the follow-
ing resolution as couectly envolled, viz:

Joint resolution in vegard to pub ic defences. -

Re;pectmhg )
v JOSEPH M. TAYLOR, Chairman,
Which was read.
The following message was recsived from his Excell

SPRPEY et 3 -
fRovernor iy _

, ths
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Exgcorive Duesaraent, |
Tallahassee, December 15th, 1862. §
How, E. J. Vaxr, .
President of the Scoate :
Sir : I have approved and sigued the following bills and resolu-
tions, viz :
An act to prevent the establishment of distilleries and the distil-
lery of whiskey or other spiritnous liquors ; -
An act relating to the trial of persons in this State during the ex-
lstmo; war-;

1

Joint resolutiou for orgaunizing the salt-makers upon the cbast of

Florida for their own and the pubhc defence ; .

Joiut resolution to the completion of the Pu]mu,ola and Gu,org,m
Railroad to the Apalachicola ;

Joint resolution in 1e14t10n to copies of acts to be distributed
among the soldiets ; also,

Resolutions to guarantee by the States the debt of the Contule-

rate Government,
V ery 1-espcctful]y, : .

JOHN MILTON.

Which was read.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the Scmt(, took a recess until 7%
o’clock.

QUARTER PAST SEVEN O’CLOCK.

Senate resumed its session.

The President in the chair.

A quorum present.

My, Taylor, from the Commlttee on Earolled Bills, made the fol-
lowing report :

Tho Committee on Enrolled Bllls beg leave to report the follow-
ing bills as correctly enrolled, viz :

“An act to facilitate the collechon ot debts due this State by any

officers; and,

An act to uuthonze the canvass of returns of elections held by the
troops in the service of this State or the Confederate States,

. JOSEPH M. TAYLOR, Chairman,
Which was read.
Mr. Holland moved that the rule be waived to allow hlm to pre-
seut o resolution.

The yeas and nays being L,Z].“(,(l for by Messrs, Norwood aud Hol-

rlllb yote was:
Yems—Mr, President, Messes, Allison, Arnow, (oopu, 1olland,

B
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King, Russell of Jefferson, Russeli of 17th District, Scott and Tay-
lor—10.

Nays—Messrs. Carter, Clary, l'Iogue, TTopkins and Narwood—5

So the rule was not waived.

Mr. Holland moved that the Secretary place the resolutiow, upon
the Journal.

The veas and n'ws were called for.

The vote was: .

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Allison, Arnow, Holland, King,
Russell of Jefferson, Scott and Taylor—8.

Nays—Messrs. Carter, Clary, Hogue, Hopkins, Norwood, and Bus-
sell. of 17th Distriet—.

3o the motion was adopted.

The following is the vesolution

Resolved by the Senate and. House of Representatives of the State
of Florida in General Assemlbly convened, That the Governor is
hereby anthorized to arm and organize the militia for the defence
of the State, and to pass all lnles and regulations necessary for the
carrying out of this resolution : Promdﬂd however, That all officers
ghall be elected by the troops except the neces‘mry staff officers;
and, whenever the Confederate General shall call for troops for the
defence of the State, the Governor shzﬂl immediately provide for
filling said requisition.

Mr. Holland moved to waive the rule to allow him to make a.’

motion that a committze be appointed to request the House to re-
turn the joint vesolution relative to adjomrnment,

‘Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Holland pr esented the following protest :

‘We, the undersigned Senatons, heneby enter our solemn protest
against the adjonrnment of this General Assembly, without first
nmkmg further provisions for the defence of the country than are
sontained in the present militia laws of the State.

D. P. HOLLAND,
Senator 5th Dlstrict,
JAMES G. COOPER,
Scnator 15th Dlstuct
A. T\ ALL{SON
Senator 7th District,
JOSEPH M. TAYLOR,
Senator 20th District,
JAMES L. KING, '
Senator 13th District,
J. M. ARNOW,
Senator 14th District,
JCOHN SCOTT, .
. . Senator 18th District,
‘ THOS. T. RUSSELL,
Senator 17th District.
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The Chialr annennced it to Le hLis hm 1n secordaiice with a reso-
lution adopted by the General Ass.emblv to appoint a Committee to
meat here on the first Llonday in Novembel next to examine the
books of the Treasarer and Comptroller of this Btate.

"The Chair appointed as said Commiliee biessrz. Horwood, Hogue
and Cooper.

The following communication was received from his Hxcellency
the Governor :
Execurive DEPARTMENT,
Tallahassee, Deec. 15th, 1862. |
Hgn. E. J. Vanw,
President of the Senate :

Sin :—1 have approved and signed the following bills, viz:

An act to facilitate the collection of the debts due this State by
any officer; and,

An act to anthorize the canvass of retarns of clections held by
the troops in the service of this State of the Confederate States.

Very respectfully,
) JOHN MILTON.

Which was read. .

Mr. Allison moved to waive the rale to allow him to present a
vesolution, : '

Which was adopted.

The following is the 1esolution :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to act with a
similar committee on the pal’t of the Hfouse, to inform his Excel-
lency the: Governor that the General Assembly is about to adjourn
and to ascertain whether he has any further communication to
make to that body,

‘Which was adopted.

The Chair appointed as said Committee, Messrs. Aliison, Cooper
and Hogue. ' '

The Committee retired 'md returned and reported thby bad per-
formed their daty, and that his Excellency had stated that he had
no farther coinmunication to malke, but he desived that the Legisla-
ture wouid not AdJomu withou passmo a militia law, thereby mvmg
h][l'l anthority to make a defence of the State in case of emergency

The rale was waived to allow Mr. Allison to prese nt the following
resolutign :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Sevate De and the sams is ten-
dered to the Chief Secretary and other officers of the Senate, for
the prompt and courteous discharge of their duty during the present
session theraof;

Which was adopted.

A Committee from the House appeare \,(1 at the bar of the Senate
and stated that thevy had been appointed to act with a similar Cozm

Y
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mittee on the part of the Senate, to inform his Excellency, the -

{Governor, that the General Assembly was about to adjourn, and to
ask him if he had any further communications to that body.

The following communication was received from the House of
Representatives : ' .
’ Housk or REPRESENTATIVES,
X December 15th, 1862. §
How. E. J. Vany—

' President Senate :

Sir ¢ The House has this day passed the following bill, viz :

A Dill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide for an:
additional issue of the Treasury Notes, approved Dec. 13th, 1862..

. " Respectfully, ' :
THOS. B. BAREFOOT,.
_ Clerk of House of Reps..

Which was read, and, on motion, the bill passed over informally.

Mr. Holland moved that a Committee be appointed to inform the-
House that the Serate was ready to adjourn, in conformity with a-
joint resolution passed by that body,

‘Which was adopted. . ‘

The Chair appointed as said Committee, Messrs, Holland, Russell,

" of Jefferson, and Clary.

The committee retired to the House and returned and reported.
they had performed their duty and were discharged.

A committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Senato
and informed that body that the House was ready to adjourn in
conformity with a joint resolution passed by that body.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the President addressed-
the Senate in a few remarks, bidding them an adieu, at the conelu-
sion of which, he announced the Senate adjourned sine die, -

32




