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‘\ TUESDAY, November 17th, 1863,
* €he Scaate met ‘pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the chair. -
The 1oll ‘being called the following membels answered to their.

"names

‘Mr. Presrdeut Messrs Al)ermomble, Arnow, Carter, C'Ltcr Clary,
Coo per, Hogue, Hopluus, Jones, Norwood, Roper, Russell of J eﬁel- o

son, Russell of 17th Dlstrlct, Smlth and Tdylox—l:
A quoram’ present
“'The journal of yesterday was read; corrected and approved
The President declared motions. in order.-

" Mr. Russell of the 17th ‘District, moved that a committee of three -

bc appointed to act with a similar committee on the part of the

‘Hoiise, to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him

that the General Assembly is now organized and ready to receive

"+ any communication he may be pleased to make;

~Which motion was adopted.

“The President appointed Messrs. Russell of 17th Dlstnct, Hogue
and Cooper as said commijtee.

The committee retired and after a short time leturned and re-
ported that they had performed their duty and were discharged.

Mt. Abercrombie moved that a committee of three be appomted
to make arrangements for the prmtmg of the %ena,te H

‘Which was adopted.

The President appointed Messrs Abelcromble, Norwood and Ta_y-
lor, as said committee,

A commitiee from the House appeared and 1nf01med the Senate
that the House was mgamzed and prepared for business.

Mr. Arnow “gaxvg notice that on some future day, he would intro-
duce the following bill :

A bill to be entitled an act for the support of 1ud1gent. widows
and orphans of soldiers, who have died or have been killed in the

‘service of the State or Confederate Statés; for the support of indi-
’oreut. familes of soldiers who may be in the public service; and for
_the suppoxt. of 1ud1geut soldiers .‘who. may be disabled by wounds or

disease in the seryice of the State or Confederate States; and for
‘indigent persons who have no means or power to obtain a support,
for and dwing the year A. D. 1864 ; to provide for raising funds to
carry into effect such appropriation; and to provide for the proper
application of the same to the purposes aforesaid; also,

A bill to_ be entitled an act to amend the seventh scction of an
act entitled an act to change the mode of selecting Grand and Petit
Jarors in this State ; also,

A bill to be entitled an act relating to evidence; also, :

A bill to be entitled an act allowing officers arresting erininz's

143

82 i,

|

L;.
?
£
7
3
.
X
1
A\
i

'

ST T g

7

to take abond with good and sufhcleut security for then appeal- :

ance at-court;

Which were received a.n(l read.. :

Mr. Norwood gave notice that on some future day he would in-
troduce the followmo- bills :

A Dbill to be entlt,led an act.to ameud the electlon Jaws of this
State relative to soldiers voting;

'

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Petel Parker of Wash- 7
-iugton county, Florida; also,

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the Judges ¢ of the Clrcmt A

Courts of this State to ap gmt Sherlﬁ'a pro tem., 1n celtam cases..
‘Which were received and read.

Mr. Abercrombie gave notice that on some future day he would .

Company. -
Which was received and read.

A committee from the House appeared at ‘the bar of the Senate;

. introduce’the followmg bill: C ARFOTE
A bill to be entitled an act to’ mcorpm ate the Southeln Express :

and stated that they were appointed a joint, committee to act with a
similar committee'on the part of the Senate, to adopt Jomt rules fox '

the government of the General Assembl y-
Resolumous were declared in order.

Mr. Holland moveéd that the resolution presented by hlm on yes— ’

terday, and, which was mformally pqssed over, be taLeu  ap aund red.d
{ Which was adopted % ’ .
"The following is the resolution "

Resolved, That a committee of three be appomted by the Senate, :

and that the Touse of Representatives be requested to appoint alike
committee to act as a joint and select sommittee, to report a bill

providing for the ample support and maintenance of families of sol- .

diers who require assistance, and those who died in battle, or who
have died from disease, or who, by wounds or disease, are mcapable
of rendering military service, and that said bill provide for the snup-
port of all indigent persons in this State.

The Pr es1deut appointed as said comunttee Messrs Holland Rus-.

sell of 17th District and Arnow..

 Mr, Holland moved a committée be appomted to mform the Sent

ate of the adoption of the above’resoluhon,
‘Which was adopted. ‘

"The' Premde‘nt appomted as slaxd commlttee Mecsrs Holland T'w— )

lor and Smith. .
' The committee retursied and reported that they hed performed

- their duty and asked to be discharged. :
¢ The followmfr message was Fecetved ﬂom hls E\cellency, the Gov~
ernor;’ . vl : .

oo
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

| . Execvrive DEPARTMENT, }
, o + " "Tarvamassen, Nov, 16th, 1863. |
Fellow-Citizené of the Senate ' | '
: . and House of Representatives -
UF_':;'otrinsthe commencement of the
nited States, waged under the d ic sw " Abrahar
Lincoln to sul;jl}gate the Confederzstgogc s of Armeram
progress has enriched the annals of natio
illustration that a brave people, who &
* resolve to maintain them under the
_choice, are invincible. The beast a
given b%_Premd_ent Lincoln to Forei
own supjects was, that in ninety days- ‘
2t in nine ys_he would e .
:Jalgdsg;'l%l%é vi:[c‘gi 1;szcsgzg,mphxsh it, I%;le ordered-seventy-ﬁveoiﬁl;ﬁl-
d of his vi 0 arms. - This mighty army at g :
was distingnished by the wild coqfusi(?n ir); W}ﬁghaitlié[:(? E{?gﬁ

ns with an additianal

government of their
'nd solemn. assurance
gn Nations and to his

been incuorred by the United States. Unalf]eoiodovgiags éhas
quests upon fields of battle, notwithstanding their vast nuom
ber, and warlike preparations, they have resorted tors i111n )
robbery and murder, and thus excited the unrelentin Ii)ate .
of the people of the. Confederate States of America-a%d the’
, dlsgust of_humané apd intelligent citizens of other civilize‘g
nations. Well assured of their inability to triumph by armis_
and aided by their vile feats of rapine, robbery and ileturd ¢
they have sought by emissaries, nnder fhe Ity b

“the Confederate States of Ameriea, to creagmSe o as ety to-

I : : te distrust, dissen--
gion and partizan strife among the people of the go,u(}:lﬁ's%l
J,I..lisl?.lrl,n'g the weak-minded, ignorant and timid. who i’
s(z Itheir birthyight for a “ mess of pottage”

ot reconstructiop——of again living in harmon

under the same government. %‘he -intelliggnt,s %ﬁfﬁe’?ﬁg.

Yoyal citizens ofthe Copfederate States of America will éver

vegard with contempt any proposigion whigh may be magde

with the hope.

#ar on the part of the
tates of America, its -

now their rights and

» Who would .

N

i

for peace with the United States, except under a separate
government, recognized by the Unired States as the govern~
ment of -the tree, sovereign, independent and Confederate
States of America. . : )

Tt is possible, and even probable, that when the Soathern
States seceded, it the Umted States hind recognized their
political right to do so as free, sovereign and independent
States—a character which each of the United States had
upiformly and proudly claimed—and had manifested a will-
ingness to adjust the tering of separation equitably ; or with
justice and dignity had proposed to remove the canses which
induced the separation, the States would have been reunited.:
But, nnder the control of the abolition party, President Lin-
coln resolved ypon war for the emancipation of the slaves
tand the subjugation of the South; -the result of which has

been military despotism in the United States, and will be o

Confederate States of America. , ST .
To aclieve the recognition of the Confederate States of
America by the United States aud other foreign govern-
ments, eyents have proved conclusively that our people must
rely exglusiyely upon their own exertions, courage and forti-

"tude, under the ggﬁdagce and protection of Alnighty God,

whose wigdom and mercy they should seek to insure by the
~exercise of christian virtues, We have more to dread from
the wicked practices and: thoughtlessness of some of our own
‘people than from the arins, eruelty and chicanery of the
-enemy. The love of money. has been said to be the root ot
all evil, and this vile affection has induced many, capable of °
being good citizens and valuable soldiers, to seek wealth by
speculation and extortion, and to avoid honorable service as
soldiers in the war for the achievement of our independence,
and with it the enjoyment of all political and civil rights.

* To your wisdom and patriotism is entrusted the right and

-power to remedy evils which threaten injury to the State,
to devise measures to protect the rights of the citizens and -
' to maintain the peace and dignity of the State. '

t - The Constitution makes it the duty of the Governor of
the Staté to récommend to the. consideration of the General
Assembly such measures as he may deem expedient. If the
General Assembly shall not concur in opinion with the Goy-
ernor upon snch measures as he may recommend, it is their

: 2 )

to insure the permanent independence and prosperity of the-
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duty not to adopt-them ; but it nmy ‘be due to- the 1'7nlte'lli-r _
“gence of the people whom they represent to make known
the reasons of ditivrénce upon importpnt measures, inasmuch
as the people, by the Constitution, have made it the solemn
“duty .ot -the Governor to recommend to the cousideration of
the General Assembly such measures as he may deem expe-
dieut, aud inasmuch as the Governor represents a distinet:
department of governmentof equal dignity. ~ In performance
of"the duty thus enjoined by the Constitution of the State, .
T hiad the Tionor at the Tast session of ‘the General Assembly”
to reeommend to your honorable b,o'dfr the absolute niecessity:
for a change i the militia laws of the VSjtate; ;ﬁ‘:an’d_ I again
most respectfully invite your attention to this’subject, and
- and Yecommend to your houorable body ““to repeal thé ‘ex-
isting militia laws,” which are incomprehensible 'and, fql_"
practical purposes, inefficient ; to vacate the few militia Oﬂl-
ces whicl haye not been vacated ; and to'enact l,a.ws_slisi}l{tbable}_
t¢ the, condition of the State, ‘adapted to its defence, ‘and -
awhich’:can ‘be enforced. Every man dnd hoy ‘capablé’ of
bearing arms, not already in thie military serviceof the Con-

.

who have resided in the State five days, those ‘who "are or
mdy be iniit-one hour for the parposé of ‘speciilation, "and
- not excluding those' who may claiju to be aliens—zghonld be:
orgamizedj as'State Lroops;: ainied - and occasionally drilled,

but et subjéct to be ordered. into:- Confederate service, nor-

» fromtheir brdinary pursuits, ‘€xcept to' repel iniyésions and to,”

maintainsuitable polide regulations for the protection of the.

- of* thelives and piopérty of the' families of those ‘whe' are.
- absentin the midlitary service of. the Confederate States= "AlL
pensons whio hreintended to be liable to militia duty, under-

- the existing:laws; aye subject to be conscripted into the Con-
» 1’bdef-§ite/si§1:vibej’ except such as have substitutes in the serviec
+ omarespedially exempted by law. © Thereare but. few pet-.

2w sons holding eoinhissions under the existing militia laws, and

of themnone between the ages of 18 and 45 years have been

" éxem ted from Confederate service by me, nor 'is there any
¢ reasoh why they should be, there being no organjzation of

militia:and 10 organization being practicablé’ under: the ex-

isting ldaws of the State and of the Confederate States. Tm-
~ portant parts of the State are now in possession of the ene-

- federate States; or liable to couscription therein-—émbracing, |
those wlio have sibstitutes in the Confederate service, those .

livest and property ot’ the'citizens generally, and ‘éspecially -
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my, our citizens are comstantly sthject to be harnssed by
them and the State generally 35 ander a constant threat .ot
invasion ; therefure I respecttnlly recommiend to your -hsno-
table body to enact promptly suitable laws to aid in the pro-
rection of the lives, liberty and property of your fellow-citi-
zens and the political existence and honor of the State.
.The Congress of the Confederate States of America, by an
act approved May 1st, 1863, repealed certain clauses of an
- wet entitled “ an act to exempt-certain persous from military
-service,” &e., approved October 11, 1862. So much of the
latter act was repealed “as excwpts from military . service
oue person, either as agent, owner or overseer on cacl
plantation on which one white person is required to be hept
by ‘the laws or ordinances of any State, and on whiely. there -
s no white male adult not liable to military service, and.in
States having no such law; one. person as agent, owner; or
overseer, on each plantation of twenty negroes, and on which
there is no white male adult not Liable fo military service;?”
and also the following clause in said act, to-wit : and, furtheirs
more, for additional police for every twenty negroes on two,
or more plantations, swithin five miles of each »otier, and,each
having less-than twenty negroes, and on which there is no
‘male gdult not liable to military duyty, orie person, beingthe
oldest of the' owners or overseers “on such plantations.” " By
the 2d section of the act approved May 1st, 1863, it is enact. .
ed, that “for the police and management - of slaves: there: .
shall be exempted one person on each farm or plantation, the
sole property of a minor, a person of unsound. mind, a; feme,
,s0l¢, or a person absent from home in the military or naval.
service of the Confederacy, o which there are twenty. or
more, slaves : Provided, the person ‘sa. exempted ‘was -em.
ployed and acting as an overseer previous .to the sixteenth .
- April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and there.
is no white male adult on said farm or plantation who isnot .
liable to military duty, which fact shall be verified: by the.
affidavit of said” person_and two respectable citizens, and
» . shall be filed with the enrolling officer: :And provided, the :
owner of such farm or antation, his agent or legal. repre-.
sentative, shall make a\ﬁidavit' ahd deliver the same to the -
enrolling officer, that, after diligent effort, no_oversecr can. .
be procured for such farm or plantation not liable to military
duty : Provided, further, That this clause shall not exteng.
to any farm or plantation on which the niegroes have been

,
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Placed by division from any other farm or plahtation sinee
the eleventh day of October, one thousand eight. hundred
and sixty-two : Provided; firthér, That for every person ex-
empted, ‘as aforesaid, and during the period of such exenip-
tion, there shall be paid annually into the public treasury,

by the owner of such slaves, the sum of five hundred dol-

fars.,” By the 3rd section of the same act it is enacted, that

“gnch other persons shall be exempted as the President

shall be satisfied ought to be exempted in districts of country
“deprived of white or slave labor indispensable to the produc-
tion of grain or provisions necessary for- the support of the
population réemaining at home, and-also on "account of jus-
tice, equity and necessity.” : . : B
And by the 4th section it is enacted that “in addition to
the State officers exenipted by the act of October eleventh,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, there’ shall also
be exempted all State officers whom the Governor of any
State:may claim to have exempted for the due,administra-
tion of the government and laws thereof; but this exemp-

tion shall wot continue in any State after the adjournment .
of the next regulai session’ of its. Legislature, unless such .

Legislature sh'alfl,by law, exempt them from ‘military duty
in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States.’ - ‘
- The Congress of the Confederate States also passed *an
- act to authorize the discharge of certain civil officers from
.the military service of the Confederate States,” approved
April 2, 1863. The act declares “that any officer; non-
‘commissioned officer or private now in the military service
of the Confederate States, who has been elected or ap-
~ pointed since entering said se¥vice, or who may hereafter
be elected or appointed & Senator or Representative in Con-

avess, or in'any State Legislature, a Judge of the Cireuit,

District or Superior Courts of law or equity in any State of
the Oonfedefa%y, District Attorney, Clerk of any Court; of
Record; Sheril,

Parish' Recorder, upon furnishing the Secretary -of War

with evidence of such election or appointment, if"an officer,

his resignation shall be promptly atcepted, and if a .non-
cominissioned officer or private, he shall be honorably dis-
charged by the Secretary of War.”

- To these acts of Congress Iinvite yout ‘attention tul(_l_c]fa"-?
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Ordinary, Judge of any Court of Probate,
Collector of State taxes, not to exceed one for each county, :
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__The maintenance of our armies in the field, of the fami-
lies of -those iy military service, of the civil governments of
ithe Confederate States and the States separately—in a word;
not only the liberty, but the lives of the people of the
States-—depend wpon agricultural labor. The agricultural
labor of - the Southern -States is mainly slave labor.—
The advocates of slavery in our national  coaneils, and
throughout the various forms of argument to justify and
sustain the ilgstitu,tion, have contended forcibly and truth-
fully that negroés had not the inclination or ability to
labor successfully, without the superior skill and intelligence
of the-white man to ‘enforce and direct their labor. The
experience of maunkind is, that Africans, when free, will not.
engage in agriculture for their. own suppert. It is not rea-
sonable to suppose that, as slaves, they will voluntarily
laborin.a }11annei’ to secure subsistence for’ tlie a‘.rmies,'iri- :
sure the support of families at home and raise the revenues
necessary to sustain the Confederate and State Govern-
ments., .-The mest reasonable presumption is, that if left-
~without the control of overseers, to whom they have been
accustomned to yield obedience, the result will be insubordi-
nation®and insurrection. LT oL

In my.humble judgment, therefore, a more effectual aux-
iliary could not be devised to ensure success to the-emanci:
pation scheme -of the President of the United States, to
destroy the sovereignty of the States and to subjugate .the

"people of the several States to a military despotism than an

act of Congress which (if it were respected by the States)

. would-entrust the agriculture of -the country and the lives

of families to the.slaves unrestrained by the presence, au-
thority and -skill of overseers. - I say overséers—and ot
owners of slaves—because, as a_general rule, slaves havé.
been managed by overseers, and-but few owners have mani:
fested the industry, skill and energy necessary to successful
agrienltwe. oo oo o . Lo T e

In a.time of profound peace; when not the slightest an-

‘ticipation'of war conld have reasonably existed, the General

Asselgbly of thig'State enacted a law requiring a white per-
son, either the owner or overseer, to reside on'the Planta-
tion where slaves.lived, for their proper-control end govern-
ment, for the protection of the property of others as well as

~-that "of ‘their. owners, and to avoid the dangerous conse:

quences resulting from idleness and Insubordination. Eacls

i
¢
i
i,.

Tiberate consideration.
l .

g

L
.



14
of the other” States had passed a similar law. Judging
from the debates which occurred in Congress upon the sub-
ject, the belief was entertained that a sufficient number of

men over forty-five ycars old could be obtained who were

qualified to perform the necessary duties of overseers. ~ But
“such was not and is not the fact. ~Persons- over that age,
who, perhaps, might have been. competent and have heen
hired as overgeérs, had been generally employed and received
into the Corr?'qderate military service as substitutes for those

under that age who were liable to conscription or had vol- =

unteered. The prices paid to overseers ranged generally
Arom. two to six hundred dollars per annum. -The prices
offered and paid tosubstitutes have ranged from five hun-
dred to five thousand dollars.” You may- readily believe,
therefore, that the: class of men who have ‘been generally
employed- as overseers—a class whose habits of industry,
. skill and -integrity gqualified them to "direct the agricultural
_ labor of 'the country—would-enter into the military service
for an amount sufficient in itself to secure a permanent sup-
port to their families, and especially witli~the argnments
. used to induce the belief that the war would be of short da-
ration, that it-would terminate glorionsly ‘and- that they
would have the honor of having their names identified with

© it, rathet than to oversee for -an amount which; at the pres-.

ent high prices of the necessaries of life, would be scarcely
more than sufficient to'pay current expenses. - e

- The number of persons engaged in overseeing was small

in proportion to the population generally, and their services
in-the manageinent of agricultural interests will contribute

- much ~more 'to .the general welfare-in the performance of .

their duties on plantations than in military sérvice. = -
The exemption of overseers was not for the benefit of ‘the

rich, as was alleged. Those who were engaged -as overseers -

_were themsélves generally poor men, distinguished for their
industry and integrity ; and their occupation was necessary

to secure subsistence to our armies and support to- the:fami- -

lies of soldiers absent in military service; .to protect the

property of the poor as well as the rich from the effects of;

insubordination and violence on the part of the slaves, and,
by the skillful management of the agricultural 1abor of the
country, to ensure the means of support to the government
of the Confederate States and of each of the States. Much
complaint is now made of the high prices and scarcity of
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- thonccessaries of life, and if the agriculture of the country

shall be entrusted to those incompetent to direct it, a general

. famnfne thronghout the Confederacy may be. the result—a .

result whiel would produce the most fearful and fatal con- -

’ se({nences. ’

Vhen the Conscript Act” was passed by tlie Congress
and-dpproved by tlie President of the Confederate States—-

and witile it operated alone’ upon citizens not.necessary to
-the dite  administration of tlie State Government and not
-requiréd by tlie latvs 6f the State to' maintain police regula- .

tions'nécessary for the protection of the property and, lives
of ‘the citiens of the State—I regarded the question of its

- constitutionality as a judicial question, and to. the best of

my ‘ability, as the Executive of .the State, was ready and’
willing™to sustain_ whatever decision might be made upon
the’subjeéct By the' proper department of'-the Government.
Butwhen'its énforeement thireatened to sibject to its opera-
tibA" citizens tequired by the laws of the State to maintain.
suitible pblice Tegulations, I did. not.then’ consider it exclu-
sively'a pudicial'question, and, for réasens assigned, respect-
tally '131’-0%‘3’-1‘2@3{1 ofiicially to the President of the-Confederate’
States Healilst its eiforceméntcontrary” to the. Iaws of the

ST O N T A Dt e walier
~ State inténled $0%instre proper police regulations” for the

govei‘nt{;egt of glaves and necessary to the most sacred right's"
STV EIENT 1_,‘."_'-.{‘l-v, . JUE PR IERENEHR I F = Jaa
ofteitizéne! 7+ F & . R

%

. RN betiedn the ages "of'i§'a1ic1 45, ilot abspli]téil;'yr: neces-

sary for'the'police’of slaves and administration of ¢ivil gov-
ctitnent, andl physically qualified, shorild perhaps have coi-
stituted the’arinies in- Contedérate service for the defence of
the country. Those over the age of 45 should have been,
and’yet sliould be, Jevoted to agriculture and other neces-
sary eniployrients, hut organized as State troops, to mnaintain
suitable ffolide vegulations, and to co-operate wher necessary

Cwith G&)l}fédé!‘ﬁ?@ forces'in the defence of their réspective.

States, . These views were submitted resp ctfully by me to
his“Exéelléhey, the President of the Confetlerate States, and |
to-the hpnorable Senators and Representatives of this State
in Conhgress. "If ydur.honorable body.shall concur with me
in-the bpinion just expréssed, I respectfully ask the adoption

- of such inéasures by legislation as the safety of the State de-

n'lati'd'sg-r'”‘lf l)f‘q'u" shall not concur in this opinion, then T re-
commend to your honorable body to repeal the Act which
malres it unla\\‘riul “for the owner or proprietor of any farm |
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or plantation upon which slaves are or shall be employed,.to

leave the same without any white person residing thereon,”
_and thus relieve the citizens of the State from their liabilit
to indictment and punishment, and aveoid a conflict of author-

ity upon the subject between the State and Confederate Gov-

ernment. . . - .-
"I have not deemed it necessary to a due administration of’

- the State government to. ¢xempt any State officers not ex- .

--empted by the 4th section of the act of Congress approved

May 1st, 1863. The act of Congress approved. April 22d,

- 1863, dees not entitle any. person” who since "its enactment

-

may have been elected Justices of the Peace, County Com- .

migsioners, Coroners and other minor offices not specified in,

the act, to be discharged from the military service of the Con- -

federste States: nor, in my humble judgment, is there any
good reason why they should be discharged, as their military
services are hecessry to thé'country and thete are enough
citizens not in military sérviee; orliable eveén to conscription, .
willing and qualified to discharge the duties of these minor
offices. The reports generally having been made agreeably
to the act entitled “an act to aid the families of soldiels that
require assistance,” there will not perhaps be any, necessity
for-
18‘:\\T|. N D Do T . 4 M R R

:Sincé the adjouiniient of, the last Greneral Assembly, com-

plaints have been made to me of mal-practiee or inefﬁdiglxcy _

‘of some of the county officers, and to remedy the evils com-
plained of 1o legal autliority existed. The Board of Com-
issioyers in ohe couuty held a public meeting at the Court
House and passed the following resolutions: - S

-« Resolwed, That the Judge of Probate be and he is here-
Dy requésted to inform the Governor of the State of. Florida

of the neglect of ‘Sheriff —— in the performance of his du-

" ties as assessor of the taxes of this county, caused by con-
tinned intemperance. : g

: SHEE Y ee
“ Resolved, That the authorities be and they are herely

‘requested to take immediate steps for his removalfrom office.”.

These resolutions were certified under the sealof the coun-

ty, by the Judge of Probate, forwardéd to and received by

" e, but, no legal remedy had been provided by statute for -
the relief of the connty zmd protection of the publi¢ interests,

i

so many Justices of the Peace as ave now authorized by

e e
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_at its last session, “fo make w

Lo AID TO SCLDIEDS TAMILIES, .
14 to the General :’.'ijssemb]_—y,
uple provisions to secure the
necdssary food and clothing for the'indigent families of those
who have volunteered or Leen mustered into military sei-
vice as conscﬁPts, that a fuad should be provided by taxa-
tion, the ampunt thus raised deposited in the State treasury
and prodently distributed.” To supply the fund supposed
to be suflicient, your honerable Lody enacted a statute au-
thorizing an additional issue ot ireasury notes, Und'er the
provisions of the act, much difficnlty las been experienced
in extending thié required assistance to soldiers’ families, and
complaints have been made-from several counties _ag:urn.st B
county officers. whose duty it wag, with the ioney in their
possession, or at their. cotimand, by a .cofnpliance with the
statute, to supply the wants of the. families. - The co-opera:

11 had the honbr to recomine

-tion of so many- officers was made necessary by the statute,

that, in some instances, their moveients iwere, perhaps,
unavoidably dilatory. - . ‘
No.duty can be_ more sacred, the performance of none
more lionorable, than that whiclr devolves npon tlie authori-
ties and citizens of the State. to provide for the wives, and
children, and indigent -parents, and families of the brave
lrardships of 'the war. _ :
The number of families reported as needing assistance, is
three thousand three hundred and ninety-eight, comprising
eleven thousand six hundred and seventy-three persons.,
-Whether the. assistance heretofore rendered shall be -ex-
tended by a further appropriation of money, to be ralsed by
taxation, and in what 1anrver, or by the issue of an addi-

men who are in military segvice, exposed to the dangers and

-tional amount of treasury mnotes, or by a tax in kind, is

worthy the serious consideration of your honorable body. It -
is Detter, in my judgment, to resort to taxation than to in-
crease the amount. of treasury notes in cirenlation. - To a
considerable extent, it would reduce the amount in circnla-
tion, enhance the value of the currency and check the spirit
for speculation of which there is much complaint. o

. The Judg= of Probate and Connty Commissioners should
be guthorized tq increase the taxation in the several coun-
ties where it can be justly done, and to receive tfle amount

.
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it provisions or money.  There are several counnties which

have suffered from invazions of the enemy, which should be

relieved from this taxation and special appropriations n:ade
for their beuetit. o ‘

Tlie.reports trom the several connties being complete, to

insure justice to'those who may nced asststance, I would re-

- spectinlly suggest the appointment of an intelligent and re-

. .7 sponsible agent in each judic’al district to astertain and sup-
ply their wants,—that the agents should be required to give
sood and suflicient securities, to be approved by the Judge
of the Circuit before entering upon their duties, for their
faithful performance; to report their actings and doings to

¢the Executive Departizent every ninety-days, and npon their
 failure or neglect of duty, to be distnissed from office, a judg-

, ment sumwnarily entered u . against thein and theéir securi-
ties by the Judge of the Circuit at term time or at Cham-
bers, and other appointments made. - ‘ :

To ascertain errvors, if any existed, in the reports made
from'the several counties, I have cansed the names of. those
who. Lave been mustered into Confederate service, as ap-
pears from the muster rolls filed in the War Department
at Richmond, to be arranged alphabetically, and also.the
names of those whose families are reported as reguiring as-
sistatice. Since the muster rolls weye tiled, there have been
m‘any others mustered whose names -have not been m‘ade_
known.to me. c

CLOTHING FOR TROOPS.

- T am not informed of any proceedings on the part of the
Commissioners of the several counties, under the provisions
of the act entitled “ an act to authorize the Board of County
Commissioners of the several countips in_ this S-ta’_tg. to lq\!y_ a_
specific tax for the relief of the‘SO.ldle,l;b in the service of the
State, or of the Contederate btz}tes', ,approvec.l December.
12th, 1862. - The sixth section of said act, required the sev--
eral ‘Boaids of County Commissioners.to keep a just and:
correct account of all monies expeénded by them under the
authority of the act, ““and, upon turning over’any clothing
or other supplies necessary for the comfort of their respec
tive companies, the President of the respective Boards shall
take, or cause to be talken, the receipt of -the Quarter Mas-
“ter of.the reghwent to which said company may belong,
specifying the number and nature of the pieces, and the

,
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estimated value thereof, so turtied over as aforesaid, with
the view of adjusting the same with the Govermuent of the
Confederate States u pox the establishment of peace.” There
. is n0 provision in the act requiring information to be given
to any of the Executive Departents of the State, and con-
scquently no information has been received. v
The report of the Q. M. General will make known to your .
- hionorable body the amount of clothing and other supplies
-furnished to. soldiers in service from Ilorida by the praise-
worthy exertions of the Q. M. General, aided Dy the self- -
sacrificing patriotism and indomitable energy of the ladies
of the Etate. [For the supply cf waterials, at.reasonable
- prices, to supply the ‘wants of the soldiers and their families, -
the State is much indebted to the patriotism ard generosity
of our worthy fellow’citizen, General William Bailey. With
the thread and osnaburgs made at the factory owned by him,
the soldiers’ families Lave heen supplied at'$3.50 and $4.00
per binch of five pounds for the former, and at 25 to 75
cents per yard for the latter. It I am correctly informed,
these prices ave much lower than has'been paid in our sister
States for these articles. for,the same purposes.  The State is
also under obligatiods of kindness to the.Avgusta Manufac-
turing Company of Georgia, and to Mr. . Bacon of that
State, at wliose instance the accomplished President of the .
Company, William E. Jackson, Esq., supplied sheeting, shirt-
ing, &c., at reasonable prices for the Lenefit of neédy - fam- -
ilies of soldiers and refngces. Mr. Bacon, with the “home:
spun hg obtained, has aided, as T am eredibly informed, eleéveit
hundred and one tamilies in Columbia, N ‘ssau, Duval, Brad-
ford, Baker, amilton, Suwannee, Putnam and St. ‘Johns
counties, by distributing amongst them twenty-sevei thou-
- sand cne hundred and twenty yards of homespun, at an av-
crage of sixty cents per yard, while goods of like character
- "was generally selling from one dollar and seventy-five ‘cents
1:_0-'t\'n’0'_dq11a1's and fitty-cents’ pet yard, thus saving to the
families,in the State who have received it over thirty thou-
sand dollars in the aggregate. Among those assisted by M.,
Bacon was one hundred and forty-seven widows, whose hus-
- bands have been killed in battle, died from wounds received,
.. or from sickness contracted while in service. M. Bacon is
a refugee from Georgia, and I have deemed it an aet of sim-
- Ple justice to his henevolence to present tl.e foregoing: state-
tent of facts to the congideration of youi honorable o dy.

i
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“ ' CARDS.

TUnable, with flie ainount appropriated by the General
Asgseibly, to make any satistactory arrangement for the in-
portation-or purchase of a suflicient number of cards, or even
approximating to a sufiicient number, needed for indigent
tamilies, T made a contract with hessvs. Bailey, Williams,
Barnard and Cardy, to furnish ghree thousand pairs, at six
dollars per pair, and to be manufactored in the State. A
copy of the contract is herewith submitted. The report of
the Q. M. General will exhibit the number so far distribus
‘ted, and to what counties.  The balance will be distributed
as fast ds manufactured. ST

B .
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It is»i;n1101*ta11t to the welfare of the State that solne ar:

rangement should be made by leghl anthority to provide
salt, not enly for- soldiers’ families, but for all indigent citi-
zens who have mot the physical ability to make it, or the
means otherwise to precure it.- This arrangement should
be ‘ecither by an appropriation of money to purchase, by
authority on the part of the State to have it made, or by a
revenue derived from the Inbor of those engaged in making
it. ' - . _ S
Alarge quantity of salt is made within the limits of the
State by. our own and by the citizens of other States, many
of wliom have and :are now realizing large profits in its man-
ufacture. . S

While Florida has extended the privilege to citizens of
other States to niake salt within her jurisdiction and . upon
ler lands, and has irvited them to avail themselves of a
privilege which has becn largely accepted, and has proved

of inestimable benefit, I regret to say that tlie vile spirit of -
speculation and extortion has gone hand in hand and thrown -

obstacles in the way of thie cheap manufacture of this article,
so indispensable to the citizens geierally. In no way has

this vile spirit been-exhibited in a more oppressive and con-

‘temptible light than in the purchase of large tracts of land
by our own and by citizens of other States, and the letting
out or sale of mere fractions of it at exhorbitant rates, thus
deptiving ‘citizens of our own and other States, of limited
means, of the right or opportunity’ to manufacture cheaply,
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“exliorbitant price demanded for jt.
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o1 even to nge their own indastry in the eXorcise and enjoy-
went of a privilege extended alike to the poor and the rich.

To chicele in a measure this growing evil, the lands in- such

localities were withdrawn from market. :
‘A’reasonable tax in kind upon all salt manufactured in
the State would, in my opinion, yield a sufiicient supply for
the purposes whieh I have suggested, and is preferable to
either of. the other methods, and possibly might check the
%, . _ . -
R o FISILERIES.
TUpon equitable and veeiproeal terms, Ilorida should spare
no exertion to furnish the means of subsistence to our armies
and to the people of the Confederate States generally. Al-
miglity God in his infinite wisdom has blessed the patriotism

and industryof our people with abundaut crops of cern, po- -
_tatoes, and sugar cane; and with an ample supply of bacon,

pork and beet. Our coast has been visited by, vast numbers
of fish, unprecedented in the history of the State; and upon
the waters adjicent thereto, a vast amounnt cf salt has been
manufactared, while from other partd of the Confederacy,

from our armies, and from fellow-citizes in peaceful pwr- -

snits, we hear of a searcity of food. Why should not suita-
ble efforts be made to previde fislr to remedy any want of
supplies of meat? Prompt efforts on the part of the States
and of the Confederate Government would secure a large
quantity of fish to aid in the support of citizens and soldiers,
and would -prepare the*way for inture subsiztence should a
future scarcity of provisions prevail. To attain go desivable
an object, companies now scattered throughout the State

- might be so disposed as effectually to guard and defend the

fisheries that may be established.~ I recommend this subject

to your serious consideration, thi# you may adopt snitable

measures relative to-it.

IOSPITALS.

B

The amount appropriated for the establishment and sﬁP’- |

port of hospitals, was thirty-five thousand dollars. Of this
amount it has not been iiccessary to use more than five
thousand four hupdred and twenty dollars and thirty-three
cents, of which tl}}ree thousand onc hundred dollars hias been

f
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used in support of the hospitals at Riclimond, and twe thou-
‘sand three hundred and twenty-two dollars and thirty-three
cents in aid of the sick and wpnnded soldiers of the army of” -

the West in the various hospitals. .
The expenditure of a larger sum by the State upen the

hospital at Richimond wag rendered unnecessary by the large .

and liberal subscriptions of patriotie citizens for its support.
The amount derived from this source was four thousand four
hundred and thirty-eight dollays. Ilow it was expended is
explained in the report of Messrs. Papy.and Baker, which.is

_ herewith submitted. - :

Under the superintendence and direction of Dr. Thomas

M. Palmer and Mrs. M. M. Reid, the hospital at Richmond ’

has béen ably and efficiently managed. - e
It has'not been deemed necessary or practical to-establish
a hospital for the use of soldiers from Florida in the Western

army, as will appear by the accompanying report.of Dr. T. -

Y. Henry, who, with full authority upon the subject, visited
and constilted with the officers in-command of that military
department. " * . S \
The facts stated and opinions expressed by Dr. Henry
have been fully sustained by information received from
other reliable sources. ' ' I

~“" In connection with! Dr. Henry’s report, I am prevented

from submnitting to your consideration a.report of the Hon.
J. Wayles Baker and other gentlemen, in consequenee of
the inability of Judge Daker, from sickness, to prepare the
veport; but hope that the cause will svon cease to exist, and
that I shall be able to do so in a few days.

ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES.

Undei' authbrity of the act entitled "‘,“.,an ach to aid the fam-
ilies of soldiers that require assistance,” approved Dec, 6th,

1862, T have caused to be signed the sum of four hundred

and seventy-eight thousand three hundred and ten dollars;-

and, under the act of Dec. 13th, 1862, entitled “an act to

rovide for an additional issue of Treasury Notes,” I have
canséd to be prepared and signed the sum of one hundred
and sixty-four thousand six hundred, and thirty-five dollars
and twenty cents, all of which has been paid over to.the
Treasurer, us required by law. The Comptroller has also
signed and delivered to the Treasurer one Linndred and ﬁﬂ:y--l

.23

nine, thewsand six hundred and fiveidollars of war tax treas-
ury notes; signed and issned under the act to aid the families

ot soldiers that require assistance.

f «

Tlie aggregate amount, therefore, of war tax and treasury
note blanks pigned and paid over to the Treasurer -is eight
lundred aud two thousand five hundred and fifty dollarg and
twenty cents.” - - : :

The-amount‘authorized to be issued by the Legislature for
“the purposes of the government” far exeeeded the necessi-
ties of the State. S R

Uﬁer the act to anthorize an additional issue of treasury =

notes, the sum of one hundred and thirty-fivé thousard three
hundred and sixty-four dollars and eighty cents is still en-

* titled to be issued. © No blanks have been prepared for ‘the

twenty, fifty and one hundred dollar bills anthorized by that

act; and.amounting in all-to one hundred thousand dollars.
It was early discovered that there were too many large bills
in cirenlation; and that there was a great demand for notes
of+a small denomination, particularly for fractional parts of
a dollar. In Tien, therefote, of sthie,Blanks for $50,000.00 in
'billssof the denomination of one hundréd’dollsrs; I liad that
amount of blanksin fractional parts of a dollar engraved, but

_ a3 the amount was not needed in the treasury, they were not

- prepared and issued. “It.is for your-honorable body to deter- :
mine whether they shall be used or not. 1 would suggest, .

however, that.thesr'be prepared and placed in the treasury,
and paid out only in exchange for Stute treasury notes of the
denomination of twenty dollars and upwards. -

_ DISTILLERTES.

.;/&_gn"é(_zably to the act approved Dec. 15th, 1862, regulating
- distilleries, only three licenses have been issued to parties

~ who had-made contracts with the proper officers of thie Con-

federate Government to distil spiritnous liquors. T awi not -

informéd that the Confederate Government has derived any
benefit from these contracts; but am informed that if no
igstance has a contract been complied with. e
I'would therefore respectfully again recommend to your
honorable body the enactment of a law: which will forbid al-
together, under severe penalties, the distilling of whiskey or
other spirituous liquors. To grant the opportnnity of distil-
ling to supply the Confederate Government does ot insure

-
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a compliance witli coniracts, but affords fucilities to individ-

uals to monopolize the right of distilling and to demand ex-

horbitant prices from individuals for the liquor which they

distill. It is believed that the amqunt of cereals produced

this, is not as great as was madelast year. Iligher prices

are being asked for corn, sngar, syrup, potatoes, &ec.; and the

means of -subsistence shonld not be decreased by converting

any of them into spiritwous liqudrs. Much complaint 1s

made of the high prices of’ provisions, but little of the prico

of spirituous liquors. Some individuals, who reluctantly

pay two dollars per bushel for corn or potatoes, cheerfully

pay fifteen op twenty dollars per quart for whiskey or rum.

Mean rnm and whiskey, manutactured in the State, or bronght
into it by evading the blogkade, has sold for more per quart

than the amount allowed to sach member of a-soldier’s fam-

ily for a year’s support. The common use of spirituons

liquors is an evil of the most dégrading character, which

should, if possible, be remedied by enlightened publie senti--
.ment. and stringent legi§lati011.. C . L=

-

RIS PO TS I B
. o CROPS. S

.t

No doubt is entertained that abundant crops of cereals

have been made in the State, except in localities where, in .

* “despite of public sentiment, cotton was planted.
- With regard to the constitutional right of the General
Assembly-to imipose a tax upon cctton, your attention is re-
spectfully invited to the accompanying opinion of the At-
. torney General of the State. , ,
To ensure ample supplies of subsistence for the support of
the citizens and the armies in-the field, no doubt, it seems to
" mie, can be longer reasonably entertained that the induce-
ment to make cotton and tobacco for the accumulation of
wealth must be overcome by suitable legislation, :
To clothe the people of the Confederate States, it is neces-
‘sary some cotton should be made, but excessive erops, which
endanger the armies and people to the want of subsistence,
should be prevented. In my humble judgment, the most
effective means will be to prevent any cotton being exported
from the State except on account of the Confederate or State

Government, and by an act of the Legislature to impose a

heavy tax on all eotton made cver a given amount per hand
engaged in its cultivation.
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TITE BLOCK.ADI, -
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.- I reasons assigned in my last annual message to the ‘

‘Géneral Assembly, and which may be found upon your jour-
nals, and for the reasons assigued in a correspondence be-
tween the Governors of Georgia and Alabama and myselt,
which is'hereto attached, and to which your attention is re-.
spectiully invited, I recommend to your honorable ‘body" to
ake a statnte which, by the severe penalties it shall impose,

. - ., . » . “ . B . I ’
m;??;ev,enb the citizeuns:-of this State from engaging in the
- frarfdulent speculations and deniofalizing influences incident

to “running thé blockade.”? . : :
-It may be a question for-your consideration whether the

~ State Legislaturé has-the authority to enact any law concern-

ing the running of the blockade. Before examining whether,
undér ‘t_he Oonstﬁnt;on, any law can be enaeted concerning
the:subject of running the blockade itself, I will make known

- to you the opinion I entertain as-to the rightful power of flie

. ljce and internal ary

St.'ate to cotitrol the action of its citizens and the exportation
ot any of the products of its soil. *-I do not believe that i
law to_control the citizens of the State in reference to any.
.action which is injurious to the public or detrimental to their

- ‘welfire can with truth.be s:id to come in conflict with the

P LY - . R - . . i -
right*or power to regulate commerce, which by the constitu-

tion has bgen delegated to the Congress of the Confederate,

States.

 Eacli State must be the jndge for itself -as to what acts of
1ts ¢itizens operate injuriously on the publicinterests, and has

e

the right by the law to restrain them. . To hold otlierwise

would be to surrender one’of the most important rights 6f
sovereignty, and tb deprive 4 State of one of the most essen-
tial powers for the regulation’ of its intérnal affairs This
right and power has been Qecided to exist. In the case of
Qm'b’b vs; the State, in thé 9th volome of Florida Reports
‘page 147, the Supreme Court declares,. “there can be no.
question that each State, being sovereign and independeit
possesses and mmst possess the inherent right and. poWelT
over her citizens and of controlling her inhabitants oy resi-
dents while they remain residents. . This is'a matter of po: -
] ) angement for the common welfare of all. -
the people being the jﬁ‘dges for themselves what sﬁaﬁloigun
grievance as 4\\'611 as & matter of public convenience or in-

” .
-
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convenicnce:  Udor this power, the State las a right to
declare what is a publ ¢ grievance,” &e.. -
Can the State, also, by legilation, prohibit. the exporta-
tion of any of the products of its soil? ~ The principle which
sustains its rizhit to control its inhabitants applies, I think,
with equal force to its productions. Indeed, it would: be
ditficult to conceive how the latter could be excluded when
the former is within the operation of the rule. . The Su-
preme Court of the United States, in the case of Gibbon vs.
Ugden; 9 Wheat., 1, affirined that, in the mass of power not
surrendered to the .General Government, inspection laws,
gnarantine laws, health laws, as.well as las for. regulating
the internal coinmerce of a State, are included, and they ré-
atfirm this declaration in-the case of the city of New York
vs, Milne, 11 Peters, 102, subsequently decided. The Court
in the ease last cited also held, “that a State has the same
undeniable and unlimited jurisdiction. over all persons and
things. within its teryitorial limite as any foreign nation,
where that jurisdiction is not surrendered or restrained by

the Constitution of the United Statés. That by virtue of

~this it is not only the right, but the bounrden and solemh
duty of a State, to advance the safety, happiness and pros-
perity of its people and-to provide for its general welfare

by any and every act of its Legislature which it may+deem

%0 be conducive to these ends, where the power over the
" particular subject-or the manner of its exercise is not syr-
rendered or restricted.in the manner just stated; that all
these powers, which relate to merely .municipal legislation,
or what may, perhaps, more properly be called internal po-
lice, dre not thus surrendered or restrained, and that, conse-

quently, inf relation to these, the authority-of a State is com- -

plete, unqualified and exclusive.” - . .

T ¢ome now to the ‘question, can the State legislate direct-
ly on the subject of blockade running -within its limits?
his is a more delicate question and more difficult to be
solved. It is an established principle; as well by the decis-
jons of the Supreme Court of the }Jnite_d States as of this
Stats, that in the grant of power to Congress to regulate

comimerce, the States did not entirely divest themselves ‘of
all right over the subject. In the absence of the exercise

by, Congress of the power thus granted, tlie States have a
concnrrent power to. legislate, and it is only when Congress

has exerted the power that the States cannot act. This re-
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gults. from the provision of the Constitution declaring thiat
the laws Thade in pursuance thercof shull be the supreme law
“of the land. Now, as the grant of commercial power did
not per se exclude the States from exercisiig autholity over
the “subject matter, and asin order to prevent Uibwe:talcs
from legislating, a law of> Congress must have been en aved —
for, without such law there would be nothing in congress-
ional action to be supreme—it follows that the State may
legislate-in: the absence of congressional regulations.

T an not-“#dvised of any special legislation by Congress
.upon the subject, except an act entitled “an act to encour-
age the mannfacture of .clothing aud shoes for the army,”
approved October 8th, 1862. By thwat act the.President is
“anthorized to import, duty free, cards or card cloth, or'any
machinery ormaterials necessary for increasing the manu-
facture of clothing for the army, or any articles necessary for
supplying the deficiency of clothing or shoes, or materials
for shoes, for the-army;’ also, “that any machingry, or
parts of maclinery or materials imported as aforesaid, may

o Jbe worked an govermment acconnt, or leased or sold, at the

discretion of the.President.” It is further provided, *“that
the President may-extend the privileges of this act to com-
‘panies or individuals, sulject to such regulations as L.e may
preseribe.” . ) -

-+ Do the laws.regulatiig legitimate trade and commerce

,.control thie subject? are the requirements of these laws in
reference to cléarances, entrances, &c., complicd with? and,
Jif not, are the consequences which attach to such non-ob-
segvance simply overlooked? I understand that the most of .
the vessels arriving from foreign- ports are not cleared for
any port in the Confederacy, but are cleared for some other

port, foreign and not. within the limits of the Confederate
States. If the laws of Congress do not warrant the manner
in which vessels enter our waters, and such entries are sim-
Ply permissive, then, in ‘the absence of legislation by Con-

- gress directly -on the subject, the, State may and should

‘adopt.such measures % may be deemed best to subserve the
interests and welfare of her people. ° o

It is only avhen a law of the State comes in conflict with
a law of Congress on the subject matter, where Congress has
the right to legislate, that it must yield to thelatter, under the

, - . cohstitutional provision already.referred to. The General

Assembly of Georgia passed resolutions on the suhject, which

. -,
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are annexed, and to’ which yoar attentivi is tespectfully
invited. -

Believing that your honorable body- has the right to enact
a statute prohibiting the introduction into the State of all
articles cxcept-such as arve provided for in the act of Con-
gress “ {o encourage the manuiudture of clothing ard shoes
for the army,” I reconunend most respectfully the exercise

- of that right, prohibiting, under the severest penalties, the
introduction into the State of any other articles by evasions

of the blockade, and only admitting those provided for by
. o

visions of the act. -
R #, . . .. CURRENOY.

~ the act.of Congress, and in strict compliance with the pro-

Much anxiety prevails relative to the depreciated curren-
¢y ot the Confederate States, and it is important to the gen-

eral welfure that the causes which have prijduced it should

be congidered and suitable constitutional meastres adopted
by the Confederate Government, the State Governments

and the people of the respective States to remedy an evil of. -
such fearful tendencies and, if possible; prevent the” most

disastrous results. .

In my humble judgment, the most prominent cause isthe’
‘nefarious traffic carried on by running the blockade. Many

of the individuals engaged in this lawless trade are persons

“who claim the protection of foreign governments against - -

military service in the army of the Comfederate Stdtes, 4nd
have never, perhaps, been honorably . identified with the - le-
gal commnierce of the States. Others have been favorably
known as inteliigent-and loyal citizens, but the general con-
duct of the trafiic has not produced distinetive results favor-
able to their character for disinterested patriotismn or true

“loyalty to the South. -

* Cotton has been purchased and paid for with the treasur
notes of the Confederate States, passed through the blockade
to foreign ports and sold at -much higher prices in gold;-or
its equivalent, than it cost in Confederate treasury notes.—
The proceeds thus obtained have been invested in merchan-
dize at current prices in foreign ports. The articles thus
purchased have been brought into the Confederate States
through the blockade and, under “a hue and cry” against

-the Confederate currency, made chiefly by those engaged in

running the blockade, the articles have been sold to the citi-
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" #ens of £his and other States at the most exhorbitant prices, - .

. stance, calicoes, which cost per yard from ten to. thirty cfe,
in a specie ‘currency, have becn sold " at frompfour to, eight <% -

payable in  Confederate treasury notes or cotton. TFor in-.

dollgrs per yard ;-rum, that cost from fifteen- to twenty cents
per gallon in a specie carrency, has been sold at-from forty
to eighy dollars per gallon, payable in Contfedérate ‘treasury .
notes.. The examples given might be multiplied to embrace
all artigles of merchandize thus imported. The Confederate
treasury notes received in payment have been again invested

. in.cgften, the cotton shipped to foreign ports and sold as

was-the first, the proceeds invested in merchgpdize, bronght

“into the country and disposed of as above des®ribed; and by
the same routine the traffic is carried on ad-infinitum. '

Previous to the war, the proceeds ot a bushél of corn, sold

at fiffy. cents, would have purchased froni two to five yards

‘of calice, or one gallon of rum. Now, if sold at fifty cents,
the proceeds of eight or sixteen bushels of corn would be re-

quired to purchase one yard of calico, and the proceeds " of

- - -eigthy or one hundred and sixty bushels to purchase one

-

gallon of rum.  Occasionally, a man esteemed as a good citi-

"-zen will censure the planter for asking two- dollars per bush-

el for his corn, and, without complaint, will pay four or
eight dollars for a yard of - calico and twenty dollars for a
bottle-of rum. But it-is said, planters should not pay such
prices for calico, that theirwives and daughters should wear
homespun, and that planters should not buy or-drink rum or

" whiskey. ‘That is true. Men should not bet at faro—yet,

torestrain them, it is necessary to prevent the dealing of
faro by stringent’ enactments. The only. certain 'way of
avoiding vice is to be freed from its temptation. The eva-
sions of the blockade should be prevented by legal provis-
long, inflicting the most summary and severe punishments,
and the currency would to a certain extent be promptly ‘im-
proved. - - .7 . N Co - '
Another cause of a depreciated currency has been the is-
sue of treasury notes to meet expenses unnecessarily and un-
wisely incurred. The expenses of the Confederate Govern-
ment shgul'd be retrenched by veducing the number of civil
and military tsﬂic';eps, and by all other practical means con-
si1stént, “with the ‘due administration of the government,—
£he systems'o taxatien, ‘adopted arb%ither in tithes or ad
valorene.  The @d valorem system existed ifi thetates pre.:
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vious to its adoption by Congress, Why, by the concurrent
Legislation of Congress “and the State” Legislatures, could
not the revenues of the Confederate Government be assessed
‘and’ collected: by the State- officers, and thus save a large
amouni of the expenditures of the Contederate Gowernment
-and increase the army by a-large number of able-bodied
- young men, whose’ uniforms in military service in ghe pres-
ence of the enemy would be more appropriately displayed

than in assessing and collecting taxes or measuring corn'and .

potatoest Uniform has ceased to be the honorable badge of
position in military service, because its adirers cannot dis-
tinguish the gallant officer, who has fought bravely in many
battles, from%he peaceful citizen who g]’las measured thou-
sands of bushels ot corn and potatoes, or conducted a thou-
sand -cars upon a railroad. To lessen the number of offi-
‘cers, or prevent the increase of their number, wonld it not
be wiser and more just to fillup the ranksot brigades, which
by the casualties of war have been reduced; and, as was the
true intention of the Conscript law, rather than to form new
brigades out of recruits, with' untried officers appointed to
- comnmand them, and thus forcing upon the veterans of the
war the necessity ot being retiuced from brigades to regi-
ments, from regiments to battalions and from battalions to
companies, and then consolidating tliem under a new organi-
zation, and thus compelling tried officers to retire frém posi-
tions in the service which they have nobly occupied and
- whose courage and fortitude should entitle them to more ex-
alted positions. Shail the swords so often crossed in deadly
conflict with the enemy in defence of our polifical and civil
rights, of our lives and liberties, ot the honor of our:mothers,,
wives and daughters; be-taken from the hands of our brave
and” noble defenders to gratity the ambition of gentlemen
who (however “honorable) have not yet faced: the enemy?2—
Shall the brave defenders of our most sacred rights be huil-

ed from positions of Lonor and trust, most nobly maintain-

ed, and be subjected.to conscription? \

. The Florida Brigade in Virginia, as well as the Brigades
in the army of the West (from the casunalties of war, in
which they became honorably distinguished,) have become
reduced to a small number, while ithe recrnits with which
theirranks should have been filled have been formred ‘into
new regiments or haitallions andiplaced under the commands
of newly,appoinited officers. Has tiiis course been just to
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these Briyades and Regiments, wise in the eonduct of’the
war, or consistent with the intent of the “Conscript Act;”
“or the general legislation of Congress upon military sgb-
Jects? - The effect of new orgamizations has been to increase
the experises of the Government and to deprive the veteran
Brigades of their just and legal claims to the recruits to
which they were entitled in order to maintain their organiza-
“tion, and, where -the recruits under the command of ex-
-perienced officers, and associatéd with veterans in arms,
would bave been sooner disciplined in military service, and -
have become more efficient. “Why should not a large portion
of, the cavalry, now.maintained at an enormous expense and
constuming an immense amount of subsistence, be -at once
rendered more serviceable and efficient by being dismounted
and turned into infantry—a muych more efficient and less ex-
pemnsive arm of service—the horses, together with the mules
‘used in transporting provender -for them, returned to the
.. plongh, swhere they would be of greater service and from
which perhaps it would have been better if they hadnev-
er been taken ? . L C
I confess I had not the ability to appreciate the necessity
of thé assessments made by the Confederate Government to
ascertain and collect the amount of the late war tax. = As-
sessinents having already been made in the several States,
tihe desired information could have Leen obtainéa. at the offi-
ces of the respective Comptrollers of the seyveral States with-
in a few days and at an expense of & few hundred doilars;
to obtain which information months of time were consumed
at 8 cost to the Confederate Government -of lundreds of
thousands of dollass. L B . ’
The principal measures which suggest themselves to my
mind, to relieve from cmbarrassment the currency of the
Confederate Stites, are, first, to prohibit the evasions of the
blockade, except on government account and by its antherity.
~ Second, to reduce tﬁe -expenditures of the government by .
lopping off all unnecessary offices, civil and military. Third,
for the several States to issue no more treasury notes, except
-change Dills below the -denomination of one dollar; and,’
where they have the means, to retire all al:ove that denom-
ination which they may Liave in circulation, and tlins create
~ the negessity for making Confederate treasury notes the cur-
-¥ency. Fom‘th,-'-(direct taxation for an amount<sufficient to

-
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eall in a lar ge portion of the Contedu ate notes now 'in cir-
culation. '

<.

PUBLI’C LANDS.

Citizens of thisand other States are pur chasmrr large quan- -

tities of land in this State, not so meul, perhaps with the.
view of “cultivation &sof, lxoldlnn* them on speculation. ~ I
would respectfully repeat the 1ecommcndatlon made in a

“ previous annual message :

¢ Phe resources. of the. State to rgdeem its tl easmy ‘notes

and sustain its government, are tlxe lands owned by the Sta.te
and taxation.

#The lands are amyple forthe purpose, it w1sely disposed of.

I would respectfully recomrgend that the sale of lands be
postponed until the termination of the emstmg war. That
than, those who have rendered military service should each

_ have secured to Lim or his heirs an exemption right of ‘at

least one hundred and sixty acres of land ;that hfwmg been
done, the remaining lands should be (hspobed of from, time

) tlme, at public outcxy, after reasonable notice of the time
of sale has been published in this State and the adjacert

States, The competition thus’ excited would securé reason-
able prices, and invite.emigration to the State, and in pro
portion to the pr opel ty intr rodnced by emigr zmts and the im-
provements which would, be made on the Tands—if the pro-
ceeds of the sales should be insuflicient” to relieve the State
from debt—the weight of taxation:would be lightened, and
additional facilities secured for the: suppon‘. ot the govem-
ment and thc pmspeuty of the’ btate D t
THE ARSE’\TAL

The conversion ot the AISBH‘L]. mto a Mlhtary Acadenry
has been, timé and again, recommended. Its non-use expo-
ses it to dllaPld’l.hOn ‘and creates the necessity of expense for
its pmtectmn and repair, while it is no service to the State.

This property is too valuable not to be used for some 1mpm-

tant or useful purpose:-

Upon 'the application of the oﬁlcel who' at the time was.
in command of this military district, the privilege of its tem-
porary oc®upation by Confederate troops was granted upon
suitable conditions. The Argenal and the appemhoes should,
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be made 11sent to the bt‘tte sor, for avaluable eonsider atmu
should be fransteired to the Confederate States, upon- condx—
tion” that a Military Institute shall:be estabhshed there$ or -
that 1t shall b(, made use oi d.b Lcu Ahclml ot (/Ollbtl uction,’

e

- Y REPORTS I‘ROM HEADS, OF l)I:PAI‘I‘MENTS Lo

The Reports of the . 001nptlplle1;'_h easurer, “Tand’ Revh-
ter, Attorney General and of the Tlustees ot dhe: ] nteuml
Implovement Ifand are huerth subnutted to yom rekpu,t-
‘fyl.consideration. : .

fPeumt me, in, concluslqn t,o cong;ratnla.te your honorable
body tipon, the- dlstmgulshed c,haractel Florida has acgpired
by tlie gallantry of her sons in arms, by their. cluvalr) in
battle.and by their honorable déportment-in camps; as well
as by the generosity -and patriotisin. of her citizens—up.on
the abldmg confidience’ of the . people of the Confedérate
_“States; in -the wisdom, integrity and patriotism which hgve
dlstmgmshed ‘the noble stateswran and gallant goldier; |
E\cellency Jerrorsok Davis, in the administration of th(, )
(:rovelnment of the 001116(]61 ate States of. Americd in the
estimatiori of for elgn nations .as well as of our own people
-——npon the Christian fortitude and invincible eour, age of our

d;"’?the determined: and heréic -pur pose of 'soldiers '.

.....

~and d zeﬁs—-—men women and children—to. spurn with bold

N

\ November, ipstant.
5

deﬁance ‘unto death all overtures ~which .our enémies may

" make for peace; except upon-ghe unconditional recognition

of the independence of the,Confederate’ btates of Amerlca
I have the’ honor ho De, respectfully, .~ . +- R

. : lom iellow—mtlzen e

o R ' .T OHN MILTON
Gove'mor\qf . lorida.

R . . . .
PR A B . B i B

On motlon of Mr. Norwood the further 1cadmn' of the messanre ’
_was dispensed-with:: 75 nx : :
I M, Norwoad: moved that 200 coples of the message be prmted

~Which was adopted

. Mr. Norwood. presetited-the follewing’ resol}ltxon

Be it. 'vesolved by the: Senate and House of Represenialwes of the

State of Florzda in General Assembly convencd, That this Gen-
eral Assembly will, ad_]oum sine dze on- Monday, the 30t.h dayof
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The \cas and-nays bemnr called for ‘on the- adoptlon of the above
resolution; by Mr. RRussell, “of Jeflerson, the vote was':
Y eas——Mr. President, Mesars. Abercnombxe, Arnow, Carter, Cater,
Clary, Norwood, Russe ll of 17th District and Smlt.h—9
Nays-—Messrs, Cooper, Hoguc, Hopkms, Jones, Roper, Russell of
Jefferson and Taylor—17. - .
So‘the. resolntlon was adopted . - )
~ Ordéred that the same be cértified to the Housc of. Ropresentatn es.
_ Also, the following preamble. and resolutioh :
WitkreAs; ‘I€7s known to this General Assembly that t.here is to be
¢lected by joint vote of the Senate and House of Replesentatlves,
at'its-present gession, one Senator.td-répresent the State of Florida

~ inthe ‘Senate of thé Confederat.e St.at.es, also a Secret.ary of State

for the State. . *

- Beit tl{ereforc wsolved b_1/ the»Senate and House ‘of - Reprcsenta-
tives of. the State of Florida, in General .-Assembly ly convened, That
tbey will enter-into said e]ect.lou in thé.House of Replesentatwes on
to-norrow at 12 o’ ‘clock, M.. and that the rules of the last General
Assembly governing the Joipt . Assembly of . this State are hereby
adopted for the government. of the J oint -Assembly at its present ses:

© sion,.

Upou which the yeas.and nays wele callcd f01 by Messm Russell
of Jefferson and Noxwood ‘
“The vote, was ' : R
Yeas-——Mr. President, Messrs Abercrombw, Arnow»Carter ‘Cater,
Clary, Hogie,. Hopl;ms. Jones, Norwood Ropel Rus.s.ell of 17th
District,and Smith—18.
Nays—Messrs. Cpoper, Russell,&of J eﬁ'erson and Taylor-—3 BE
Which was adopted.

N

Mr. Norwood moved that a commlttee be p.ppomtedf to-convey the-

abc v : resolutiops to-the House of Representatlves )

Which motion was-adopted.

The Plesident appainted Messrs. Norwood, Cooper and Jones as
said committee.

Mr. Rusgell, of Jefferson, move,d that a committee be appomted
to- procure the serviges of a Chaplam for the Senate;’

‘Which was oppesed by Mr. Smith of the 12th ‘district. - B

Mr. Ruséell, of the 17th District, moved that “the Hon. J.B.

* Smith, of the 12th District, be solicited to open the Senate by prayer;

Wh]ch was adopted

. Mr. Smith accepted the hounor confeired upon hIm. :

' Mr Hogue moved thaf the Senat.e ad_]ourn antil 10 o rclock to-
MOTTOW, ; . _ -

Upon ‘whichs the ycas aud nays were called for by Mr. Ho«rue and ‘

Russell of Jefferson;
The vote was :

I
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Yeas—Mr. President, Mesors. C]m‘y C oopcr Horruo, Homes,
Jones, Norwood and Roper—8.

Nays—Messts;. Abercrombie, Arno“ Carter, Cater. Russdl of
Jeﬂ'erson, Ruossell of 17th Dlstnct Slmth and 'L;ylor—S. S

- 8o the motion was lost,- .
. The rule was waived to allow Mr Ta.ylot to mtroduce the follow-
ing resolution withont previous notice : : )

Be it resolied by the Senate-and House of Repreaentatwes Qf the
State of Florida in’ General Assembly convened, That the officers of
the State -of Florida, other than these éxpress]y and spemﬁcallv de-
signated in‘the. act.of the Coufederate States . Congress eptitled an

" actto amend an act. to provnde further for t.he “¢QMIMYN defcnco,

shall riot-constitute an exemptwp in the armies of, the - Confederate
States; (-,
Whl’ch wag read @nd placed amo ‘the orders of the day for to-

. INOTrow.
- On motion of Mr Hogne, the Senate adjoumed mml to-morrow
mormng,o oclock [ R T S

e WEDN ESDAY November 18t]1, 1863
= P
The Senate et purauant to- ad)ournment ) - v
The’' President in the chair. : o ’
The following members arswered.to their naines :'. -

- Mr. President; Messrs.-Abercrombie, Arnow, Cat.er, Clary, Hogue,
Hopkms, Jones, Norwood; Roper, Russell. of b efferson, Russell of
17th District, Smith and Taqur—M N :

‘A quorum present.; - . '
- - Rev: Mr,"Smith; Senator from. tbe 12th opened mth praver. :
The Journal of yesterday was read; correcbed and approved
The President declared motions. in order e
Mr. Artiow .ggve notice that on. some: fnture day, he would in-
troduce the following bills s~ + , . :
A bill to be entitled an act for the orgamzatlon of t.he mxhtla also,
A bill tobe entitled:anactin relatwn to’ forfe;ted bonds of crlmmals :
Which were réceived and read
- Mr; Abercrombxe gave notice that ke woulgl, on' some future day,
introduce the: followmg bill : ~
A Dill to be entitled -an act authomzmg pubhcatlon to be made
out of the State of sales by administrators and executors in certain

' cases ;-

Which was recewu:l and read.

o



