U6
I'P‘I) \1 l)cu,mbu Hh, 186G3.

'1 he ‘mxmtu nut pursuitit to d.d_;omuuwul o
The Presidentin the chair. B
. The voll having l)\.LH catled the follow
tlu,u o oL h owing Scuators answered to
“{I(lll)llesédcﬁ M]es‘us Abercronibie, Allison, Carter, Clary, Coop-
er, an opkins, Jopes hum‘ Nou\'ood Ik
Jeffer 50N, Scott and T:w]di‘—h lODCl, Joussdll of
A,quol nmd present. . . & 7
%}hgi‘ﬁ 1}11111 of yceteldlw s i(ad and appreved.
] T kaylor woved to suspend.- thc tule in reference t .
bu’iw mtloduced in the Senate; v ney ter
"he yeas and ays being called for b t]
16 Seaat
and 20th Districfs, d o flOm the 4th
The vote was: ’
Yeas—Messfs: A,lhqon AIDQW ‘Coo er, H )
) 8, £ olland Ki r, Lns-
sell of Jefferson and. Td}lOl-8 : P mg’ . OPOI fins
Nays=—Messrs: Abercrombic, . Cater, C}
ary, Ho )L.ms Jo -
w ood Russell of 27th District ‘md bcots—Sy, I ' lles, Nor
Bo the motiod was lost. . .- .. o
- Qn. motion, the foﬂowmg communi,
gatlon which was r
flbm the IIouse of Leprcscntatwes, was read : : oceit o

/ . . N . ..
HON E J VANN o

] Plealcfent, of the Sena,te : '
0 %:::—The House ]ns this day passed the followmg lcso]ut,lon

Senate resolution in relation to the accounts

Statcs Receivers and Registers. unts of the Iatc Umtei
N Respectfally, ,. .
THOS: B. BAREFOOT
: ClexL of the House of Representatives,

*'The Senate resolution was ordered to'be emolled

"Mr. Hogue presented the followmg resolution : vt

Resolved, That the Goveynor. bé-requested to commuﬁlcate to the
- Senate, copies of corlespondence between him and the Hon. D. L.
lulee and Gen. Beauregard, in relation to Raxhoad iron;

‘Which was, adopted. . 4.

Mr. Taylor moved,that the papels referred to the Committec on
Internal Improvements in compliance with & Fesolution offered i in
the Senate by Joseph M. Taylor, be, and they are hereby placed at
the disposal of his Excellency, the Governor;

. Which was ‘lcloptud

House" or REPI\ESENTATIVLS
Dccemf)er 34, 1863, }

"\‘-

B Ol Bl T LA B L O A A S

o
ORDERS OF THE DAY.

. lu.sulutlon n.le\ ¢ to the Indian hlvu (J.m.xl .
Was vead the first time. | - R
Mr. Holland prescoted a substitute : e o
The question being upon the passage of thc, substltute,
The vote was :

. Yeas—Messts. * Allison, Cater, Clary, Coopel, Hogue, Hol]and

~.Jones, King, Russell of Jt,ﬁ'elsou Russell of 17th District, Scott and

Tavlcn—l‘7
Nay s—Messxs Hopkms and Ropcr———Q

So the sdbstitute was adopted—title as stated kA A L.

- Ordered that the same be certified to the House of I\.eplesenta.-
tu €8, .o 3 ®

The fo]lowmo commumcatlon wa.s 1eceued frcm Hla ancllency

the (zov ernor. .
. L EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEI\T
Tallahasseq, Fla ‘Dee: 4th 1563.

Hos. E. J VAR, -

President of the Senate Lo

" Sw—I respectfully recommend the Fqllowmo nommahou for thé

advice and consent of the General Assembly viz : : -

W W' Haull, Auctloneel f01 the’ coupty of Clay. - !

. " Very 1cspectfull

o JOHN MIL'lON
\Vhl(,h was 1ea.d and nommatlon concurred-in.
Also the following :

S EXECUTIVE,,DEyARTi{ENT, .
. Tallahassee, Degemb_er 4, 1868, }
Hox. E. J VA‘NN, ) o w o e
President of thé Senate: :

Sir:—I have appr oved and mgned the followmw bill and resolu—
tlon viz: '
An act to provide for the payment of pla.ts furmshed the Couil-
ties of Clay, Jackson and Calhoun.. -

Joint resofution relative to the payof the Soldiers of the Con-

R 3

: federa.te Shtes

“Very Respectfully,
. - v I)JOHNyMILTON
Which wasread. = «

Also. the following : ,
. : ExEcUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
- L Tallahassee, Decembcl 4th 1863. }

Hon. E.. J Vaxy,
President, of the Senate :

Sin—I herewith return to the Senate, in thch it ougmated the

T op oo
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bill entitled “afi act, t6 amend an act entitied an act to amend the
act of 1851, prov vldmg for the establishment of two Semmanes of’
Learning, a.pploved February 14th,1861,” withont my a'pproval and
for the following reasons:

First, I cannot comgdive of any beneﬁt whu,b ‘the Instltute ceuld
dérive' fiomia‘chinge of its name, and the change 'as p1oposed
might invite future Legislation, expensive and useless to the State.
If 3t be desitable to establish a Military School, thie Monnt Vernon
Atsenil is well adapted to the purpose. ,

Moreover, I am not prepared to say, that the ploposed change
would not cause,a forfeiture of isome of the uubtmg pnvﬂen ¢s un-
‘det the present name

Secondly; T am' uuw:llmg and resolved not to commisson a teacli-
er or any one else, to' exempt such person from consdnphon“ either
as a Colonel, Major, Captain, or to any other military position.

‘No man shall ever be authorized under a commission issued by
e, fo appedr in & wilitary uniform, except to fight for and defend
thie civil and pohmcal rights of thn, country ; certamly not to man-
age children in their courserof education, to cellect taxes, or for any
other purpose’in the civil admlmbtmtlon of the Goverument or'in
the social relations of life. » g

. . o Very Respecifully, y

' g JOHN MILTO’\T

The quesuon bemg upon the passage of the bill over the Gov-
ernor’s veto,

The vote was’:

Yea—Mr. Hogug—1.

" Nays—Mu. Premdent Messrs Abe1 crombie, Allison, Amow, Ca-

ter, Holland; Hopkins, Jones King, Russell of Jeﬂ'erson Russell, of

17th Dlsmlct Seottrand Taylor—13.

. 8o the Govemot s veto was pustained.

Thé rule was wzmed to allow the Commlttee on Em'olled bills to
report

The Committee on Enrolled- BIHS report the fol]owmg reso]utlon '

correctly enrolled:
Resolution in relation to the accoubts of the late ltfmted States
Receivers.and Reolshels o
o 4 : J. M ARNOVV, Qhai[_'man_ -
Which was read.

The following comniunication was received from the House of

Representatlves
HOUSE OF REPREBENTATIVES,
Déecember 4th, 1863 }
Hon. E. J. VANN, : )
President of the Scnate
SIR———The House has this day passed the followmn' bill, viz :

g 2

e e e
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A lnll to be cntlﬂed ‘an act to declare and estdbhsh Lhe #igh fs of

1he State of Florida in certain Railroads. -
Respectfully, &e.,
e, . . THOS. B BAREFOOT,
R . €lérk of the House of Representatives.

‘Which-was read and Qenate bill ordered t5*be. em th.d R e

On motiopn, the rale was wmvcd to.ablow ‘the Jomt C ommxttee on
Finance and Public Accoungs, to ma}'f. the following report :

The Joint Standing Committecs of the Senate and House on Fi-
nance and Public Aceounts, beg leave to-report: that they have
destloved by fire, the forty-eight “housand four hundred and tlnrty-

".seven dollars and fifty-five cents, of redeemed Treasury Notes in the

“Treasurer’s office, reported by this Committee on yesterday, and
whith were erdeﬂed te be burned by resolution approved 3d inst.
JESSE NORWOOD,
Chairman Sen‘ateCommlttea‘1
JOSEPH PRICE,
Cliairmau House Committee.
‘Which awas 1ead
‘The following “communication was reccwed from his Excellency,.
the Governor: \
° Exeovrive DepartmEwt, |
t]abassee, December 4, 1861.. }

‘Hon. E. J. VA‘L\N
" President of thid Semte L2 4

Sir—In reply to the resolution of the Senate, asking me “to in-

- form the Senate how mauy bushels of salt hag been rvoluntaulv con-
* . tributed to the State for the use of the poor, and the names of those

persons contributing the same, and also, how many bishels of salt
has been pmchased by him or his order for the usc of th(x poor of
this State, and what disposition has becn made of the same.” .~ Thave.
the honor te submit the - accompanying repoits, of K. Bam'ud Q.
M. Geuelal and Ion.. Walter Gwynn.
Tiespectfully,

JOHN MIL’ION

Governor of Florida. -

QuarTER MASTEP.. Gengral’s OFFics, |
Tallahassee, Decerber:3d, 1868 (-
To His Excea‘{lae'l ¥, fomx dMivrow, o '
' Governor of Florida:
bm—I bave the honor to report that there has been delivered at
the Railroad Dmo‘ in thl: place, -fifty e)oht sacks of salt amonnt~

~
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ing to about two hundred and twenty fire bu shels, and nccmdmg to

[;he aceount of the Railrond Agent, twenty-eight sucks more, making
about eighty bushels more.

There has becn ten bunhels leccned'
in bulk. o

e

Of the above ﬂmount, elghty five Baskels Bavd been dcluered to

¥ E ;thngudge_}gMPmbate 68“Clay county, ‘and the ten “bushels in bulk

were lurned over to the Judge of Probate of Leon county, leavmg
in hand the amount of about two handréd and twenty bushels.
Very respectfully, = =
ED W ARD BARNARD,
Q M. Geneml

S

RIZC'APITULATION

Recelvcd 815 bushels, dlstubuted 95 bushe]s, and 220 bushcls,
or theu,a,bout in hand. -

e
—_—

I‘ALLAHASSEE Deccmbcr 3d, 1863
His Excellency, JOH‘T Mirrow,

Governor of Florida:

Sir—1In complmnce fW]t.h your.request, I hand you hereWJth a
copy of the list ot contributibns of ‘salt for soldiers’ families, procmed
by me on your solicitation, in the month of October. I made ap-
plication to but thirty-five salt makers, thirty-one of whom respond-
ed readily, cheerfully and liberally, as shown' in the list. * Had my
office permittcd my absence Jong enough to. have visited all the salt

inakers on onr coast, I am ‘satisfied that I could have .readily pro- -
cured by voluntary contributions, and sales at prices 33 1-3 per cen-
tum below the market, an abandance of salt for the needy families
of soldiers’ throughoiit ouf State. All of the silt contributed in this
Hst was to be delivered at’ St Marks, where, at the timé the contn-

_ buations were made, it was in great demand at sixteen dollars pel‘

bu&hd *

B

Yours resgcctfull )
WALTER GWYNN.

We the undersigned salt makers on the coasf of Florida, do

- pledge and bind omselves, to make a donation or glft of the number

of bushels of salt p]aced opposite our names, respectively under the

‘head of “donatipn” to the Government of the State of, Florida, for

distribntion to the families of soldiers’ in this State. We also furth-
er pledge and bind onrsélves, to sell to said Government, the num-
ber of bushels placed opposite our names under that’ head at the

rate of ten dollals ($10,) pe1 bLshe for the same pmpose

-~
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Holomon Rouse, 4+ - - - ey
Barrington and Gwynn, - - - -
W, M. Maxwell, - - - - -
¢. A, Chairesy ~ - - LT
.. Pinkston, . - - ° - .
i, &, Potts, - ST -
AT, Freeman, - S - - : -
R. Gamble, - - - - o
W, Fisher, - T :
Jas. B. Gawble, - - - - - :
Pewce and Carter, - - -
Auderson and Morris, Co- -

J. (Ja\exl(:), - - - - -

R. C. Parkbill, - - - - - -
Seott and Brokaw, - - - \
1. M. Mettaner, L. - Z - -
A, A. Fisher and Gwyvn, - = .= 7
Jos. Chaires, - - - . _ -
Lyman i Smlth, - - S :
Benj. Chaires Sr., - - - .
A. Nims, - e T -
J.T. Howard, - - - R
D. Ladd, - - - -
3. C. Hill, .- - - : :
W. A. Young, - - - - :
Kemp and Hutchinson, - -
W, T. Jackson, - - - . :
Jos. L. Dutton,”  * - - - - :
G. D. Chaires, - - - ‘
k. T. Hayne, - - - - ; -
R G. Shup;ud T - -

Total b'lshelq, .- - - - .

Which was read, and message and accompanying docnme

dered to be spread-upon the jour ‘nals.

" Also the following :

. 10

Tawarios.

20
10
10
50

B3
5

30

190

10

10

10

5

i 10
20

10

30

10

10

25

31

25
5
20
4

10
5
20
10

475

l
l
l
‘
|
|

SyLE.
o
10

0
Ut

20
10

20
50
10
10

345
nts or-

Exzcumve DEPARTMENT, 1
v Tallahassee, December 4th, 1863.

J. Vanny,
Hcm E. g Plesu:l(.nt of the Senatc

$

ntion of this date, 1 have the hon-
Sir:—In 1espon'~e to your resolu ) bgt,“g(,n ghebon-

or herewith to submit a copy of a correspondenc

26
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) —_— ', A
DU LArY 0 ; . ‘A'\“ oan
tu the - use of K.u’mal Imu in

Aovernmpent, in the conduct ‘of the ex-

- Xlu{ \lih BrS ul.ul

fl\" L’N{ L@ IY» tho ( [#31)

-hunjmt mak
of the Siat

,.o“upm‘dun. 2, iuvelving as 1Ldoea the faith
shees and the. nnht of th'\ Cmnedemt(, Au-
» Hhority 1o conduct the war u powr the plichted faith of the State.
o Lupectﬁ‘l!y
- - JOHN- ‘\‘TL,TO"J

) Exzcorive DeparrMzxr
- m
| . Tallabassee, May Tth, 1863

: andlu‘ Genoral Forvrgay, .

Lalke Cl-h

FENERAL—I would respectfully invite your attention tothe en-

clos: n copy of a letter from LiGift.  The scarcity of iron seewms to -

give & peenliar chars to the iron o4 the rail road alluded to, tox- all
in m.nLaut. Wi pm},ou'

Your jntimate relations with Mr, Yule ee, and knowledge of facts
conpected with the ownership of #As iron, induces my appea] to you

for the ¢ necessary “assistance™to obiain it for the use of the Gevern-

ment.

-However mach 3 Mr. Yaiee hay have bee.x opposed to yield to the
claims of railroad comp.\n.cs, which he may have considered based op-
on theho[,es of r)fn',xt benefit, T will not pnmntmss Af to believe, that
he.will not chey fully vield the iron or any thlnn else that he owns
or cuntrols, to sustain the Confederate States i “their defence.

Will you do me the favor to write 10 him on the snbject and in-

. form me ol"the result. ’ o
1 have the honor to be, m,neml
- o Lespeestully,

. v ) . JOHN MILTON,

‘ . Governor of Florida.

C. 8.8, ¢ Cuseramoocuss,” |
. Lb::.ttdllloochue, Fla, fay 4th, 1865.
His Ii.\«,dl(,ncv Jonn Mivtoy,
Go"elnor of Florida : - Lo +
Str—The object of this note is tu solicit t.l he co- opomtxon of your
E\cd[wcv concerning a matter which 1 think of some 1mpou wnce
g

Jdefences oi the coast u. “Florida. I will state

Hiv ask the attention of the Senate to the - iron-clad, and furnished with powerfal butt

203 . '

“my proposition as Lriefly as possible, “The Conf lornte Gove i

is now contracting at Colambus, Ga,, a very fos

The wood work and engine will bé complete b theend
ber thc, vessel will be lannched abous the lst of Julr. .
tion is that this vessel shall ope.arc ag just the- em\,\) s block ading
force at Apdlaeh.cnla and along the coast, in both divections, from
that place. As 1 have axre—'u]y remarked, tm, Lall and mf\chn\e" v

will be completed and ready for service l\ the latter part of Sep-
tember, Yet one of the niost important paris of her wﬂl not be
commerced ailess the material can be ebiained, to wit: the iren
plating. As yon are probably aware great difiiculty is L\penovr‘ml
by the Covumm,nt in obtnmn'r the ion necr-sary to plate the ivon
elads, now fur adva

DY

trn axtel three new ones at Charleston, two at Savannah, tl iree in
Alabama, and three in the Tombighee vivers have been served.—
Some of these, or rather the most of them, are venv large vessels

and T, tbetef'n'e conjecture that at least nine mnonths from now will be
N 2 )

consumed before any iron will come to Coluwmbus.  Three months
will then be necessary- for the opuiation of plating, “lmfh would.
bring us up to May "G4, when the,nivers \\hold be down and no ope.

rations could be be'mn until fail. 1 have a plan by which 1 think
many of thesc difficulties may be obviated.. Railroad bars ave as
good 28, pldtes for the mail of Steamers or batterries, at least [
found them sd in five encounters with the enemy on \:h" Mi: ﬁ.sﬂppl
last year. The road leading from Cedar Keys towards Fernandina, in
Florida, is now virtualfy n Lhe hands of the enemy, and theiron np-
ot it of no use consequently Lo the State ofFlond vor its Stockhold-
ers; Now why can’tz sefficient quantity of ivon be'obtained from thas
abandoned road to plate the new vesscl, say about 5 miles will be
vequired for the purpos¢” By using it no one can be damaged. and

~much good will acerue especially to the State of Flérida. npalach-
icola will be re occapi ied at once by our forces and its refugee cit-

jzens; the blockaders can be driven off at stated times in order 1o,
dllow vessels to run the blockade with ease and certainty, and thus
that place, instead of being deserted by its citizens, and -held in a
manner %y the enemy, will become again a place of commerce -and
_trade." . Negro stealing can be put an end to, as the forces now om
this river can be dlstrlbuued in smtabh ‘ocallt'es for the protectlon

- of the coast.

I am sare that yon WIH agree with mert,mt no’ Jmaginary inter-
cst of any Railroad Comp'my should be allowed to mtexfure with
the public defence or the public weal. '

I have state d a part of the facls in counection '\\‘_ith this important

aced ab pldbbu wlere it is Geetied they w 1H ha
Ahre't required.. In fact, - the Colambus boat will bave to take her
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wiatter, and you wil . ; 3
atter, and you wil ab onee see better than 1 that vothing should bg
o a

ot .y , .

¢ \il\‘.\ﬂ;(_d tr’» effeet an obinct of so greus innort
‘ f.f)‘l.ln.va t.“‘“' I 2w at sen as to the mum\sl of

possession of the wmuaoi pri

o peareably . getting
Lhe Government will pa

‘ed a}‘.t.?’cle, ]ﬂﬂf,’), therefore, apply to yow
: 2overnn iy Biberally as: take it off the ground .
H it! you do mg the fa¥or to reply at yous earli ~y0'u“'d.
e e h A A arliesf convenilence.
% e honor to be, very respectfully,
_ Your ob't Serv’t,
= GEQ. W, GIFT,
Lt. C.8. N

: IIEADLQUM-‘:'FJ:RS Disr B, ‘FDA., B}
His Excellency, donx Mivrox, aike Gy, liay 12:h, 1863. }‘ ;
Governor of Flo ida: e

GOVER‘TOS —Yourl { 1 ,
. KOR: etter of thewth inst i C icas
i oVERIOR et : ., enclosing a co icas
i;;m .i(';mil{ Llu\\t?nan.t ift on the subjeet of using the iron u::lnlél?'
o orida ml.ro:ul fo_r naval purposes, becanse, as i alleged, the ro ({
f’ ‘111_1.)osscasmn of the enemy,'has been received and rci’err,ed t {lu
x:i?l;dent Zf the Florida Rail Road for an answer o the
e road, as vou must be aware, is not i sasi ‘
‘ oad, s ¢ \ in possession :
?uy mo_lg E}hiljn is ISI;h‘e road from Tallahassee I;o St Ma:')”lfr‘sghef “1‘;23}?
vaops ut Cedar Keys and in the immedi jcinit Yo A
‘ dar K iate vicinity of F i
who ¢an besupplied only b y e
whe ) y thc nse of the Florida road ich s
indispensably necessary for the mili o e
syar) military defence of this District, a
the removal of the iron ( e
. ove counld be construed onl 3 o the
. ab?}(li(mmfent of Bast Florida to the encmy., - y a2 prelude fo the
‘have found. it necessary to appl A i
L nd.i sary to apply to the President of the ro
;ﬁgki ::mei vepairs on the track near Fernandiua, to enable maed'icl
ve my larges-guns mouuted on rail v ‘nek e
e Y X fe “rail road trucks close to the

It is not pereéived in what way the 1

_ ed in what way the tron could be ira ; &
1_511(: Apalacjmc'ola viver, even if there were no diﬂicu)ty‘ ?(I: i[llel t‘ed .t(}
its appropriation, unless indeed it is a part of the plag to b?’lgayl?
road (tlrothm\zlcybtol Chattabioocheo at the cost of the Flori(;'lt Rotaide
in order that the balance of its ir YDrone * 1
purposes” s won l’nﬂ}’ be appropriated-to “naval

I have the honor to be, Governor, very respectintly, -
' : Your obd’t-Servt, | ’
o JOSEPH FINEGAN,
- ' - Brig. Gen. Com"dg_
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- FxEopiIvE DEPARTMENT, R
) o , Tallabassec, May 21st, 1863.
Brigadier General Finesay,
Lake City : : ‘

GerneraL--1 have roceived your esteeined favor of the 12th inst;
and immediately on its veception, forwarded a copy, of it to the Sec-
retary of War While enjoying the immnnities of peace, none
would have been more oppused than 1, to any interference with the
rights of the Flovida Railroad Company. To my huwble judgment,
no road in thet State wounld have contributed ultimately more to the
prosperity of the State, as oné of the United Statés. -

But the sepavation of the States having unexpectedly caused war}

“a wonderfal and fearful change in our political tolations has eosued.

A change which threatens Florida and her sister States with subju-
ation ; uuless the citizens of the Southern States shall promptly
and cordially yield to the exigencies of the présent war, whatever is.

"or may be necessary to .our Jefences. The superior naval force and

the excessive numbers of the enemy, demand the use of all our means
for the concentration and support of troops: ’ .
I am of opinion that the ivon from eamp Cooper to Fernandina,
and from Gainesville to Cedar Keys. should be appropriated to ex-
tend the Punsacola & Georgia Raijroad from Quincy to Chattaboo-
ched; and also to connect the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad with
the Albany & Gulf Railroad. If insuficient for the extension and
conection, the iron on the Railroad leading froumthis place to St.
Marks should also be used, and the surplus of iron applied to the
finishing of the Gunboat. 'The extention to Chattachookée on the
connection between the ywo roads, wouid afford the means of traus-
orfation for the iron needed to finish the boat, and also. would en-
able the planters and stock owners of Florida, to contribute materi-

ally to the support of our armies in other States; MOreOver wonld ™ -

secure the means of trangportation for troops, gups and mupitions
of war, for thé better defenceyof East Florida and other parts of the .
State. I kpow no reason why the troops you have near Fernanding

.and Cedar Keys cannot be subsisted without the iron on the parts

of the roads alladed to; a larger aumber of troops inx this military
districs, have been su pplied by wagons, hanling forage and subsis-
tepce a much greater distance than would Ise necessary to haul, to

* guppotrt the forces you have nesr Fernandina and st Cedar Keys.—

1 cannot couCElve, therefore, why the use of the parts of ihe roads
alluded to, can be indispensably neccessary for the defetice of your
wmilitary district, nor why the removal-of theiion could be construed
only as & prelude. to the abandonment of East Florida to the efie- .
my. “Buas I cau imagine how the enemy with their superior force.
may take possession oi the Florida Railrpad, and use it in co-opera-

tion with forces from the St. Johns River, for the subjugation of
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East Florida; and” 1 apprebend it is their purposy aad thut yon
h)m'-'e not the force to prevent their taking possession of the Florida
hmllgad., and consequfntly, ‘that you” -meavs of defence would be
greatly ; val of iron from t )
;,Ozcﬁ i_ly;dlilgftrec;;'sd L).z the removal of Ll.\e Jiron from the parts of the

_If our means are pot sufficient to extend the road.from Quiney to
Chattalioochee, and also, to co-mect the Pensacolz & Georgia Rail-
road with the Albany & Gulf Railroad, 1 prefer the road to be ‘e\'-
'!:ended rather than the connection be made, for the reason éssiméd
in a message on the subject to the General Assembly of the State
w.h].ch message you have read. The Confaderate Government iq’
wnlllmg to pay a just pr.ce for the iron, and I believe, under the cix:-
cumstances, 'that not on’y the State at lavge would be benefitted
but tbat_ t}%e interests of the stockliolders would be promoted by the:
appropriation of the iron to the purposes for which it is desired by
the Government. : ’ ' ’

. _Ve,ry respectfolly, -
. - JOHN MILTON,

s . . . T ‘ .
. Frorma Rain Réav Orrice, i
. T :
) . , Gainesville, #ay 23d, 1863
His Excellency, Jouw Mrros, ! ¥ .
~ . Governor of Florida : -
ter to him of May 7th, inst. .-
) -f{sl the application of M, Gift, whosg communication is not author-
ze ‘)ly ‘th? Navy I)epart_r.uentz_ was probably written without much
copm{ eration of the gravity of his request, and as’your letter’is sup-
. pOSecﬁiL() Qe no more than a courteous formality in the treatment of
an o ‘cl.a,l communication from an officer of the Cénfederate ser-
vice, 1t 18 nqt,_,deemed niecessary for me to say move than that this
Com—pany has no legal powef-, as your counection with the State
Govermment and the internal Improvement Fund makes you of
~ couise aware, to aocede to any proposal for the destruction "of the
tract of its road. . B )
Regular trains tun upon the Florida Railroad for the accommoda-

" .Sk :—Brigadicr General Finegan has transmitted to me your ]et-‘

tion of the public angd the Government throughout its length, ex-
> , CX-

cept a small part at cach end, not accessable, on account of the-des-
truction by the military of portions of the track near the extreme
‘points, one of which {Amelia Island) is in the possession of the en-
_emy. n o

: ' 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully,

; Your obd’t Serv't,
D. L. YULEE,

President Fla. 1L R, Co.

YR OUTTY R D P ARTMENT,
) - . Tallahiassce, May 30th, 1863.
Hon. D. L. Yuies, . ) PN

Dzar Sra—1 had the honor to.receive your estecmed favor of the
234 inst, on the day be ore yesterday, and to-day to submit it to the
consideration of “the Teustees of the Intérnal Improvement Tund.”
The Trustees appreciated the delicacy which ‘may have heretofore
vestrained you from malking a generouns offer of the iron on part of
Florida Rail Road, to aid the, < obfederate Government to conduoct-
successfully the defénces of the State in a war which threatens our
political existence and most sacred rights with destruction. To re-
lieve you from all em barrassinent on the subject, the Board of Trus-
tees promptly and vnanimously passed the Resolation, a copy of
which is herewith cuclosed.® ~ : R

I am much indebted to you for you kinduessin supposing that the
letter addressed by me to Brigadier General Finegan and transmit-
ted by him to you with a copy of Lt. Gify’s letter to me, was “2
courteous formality in the treatment of an official comununication
from an officer of the Confederate Service.”  The veputation of L.
Gift as a brave, patriotic and intedigent officer, woulid doubtless have
justified the conrtesy if ¥ ©iad not been previously informed of the
necessities of she Contederate iovernrent for the ivon and its pur-
pose to compensate ownels for 1z, provided they were not alien eue-
mies, as well as, the desire of * .he Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fand,” to iaciiitate auy movements the exigencies of the
wat might requiie the Uoutederats Government to wake for-the de-
fence of the State. . o

Agreeably to ricollestion, my atiention was £1 1 invited to the ne-
cessity for the icmmoval of the iron from Gainssvitle to Cedar Keys,

by the proceediy:» of public meetivz at tho former place, in® which

. youwere Teprescuted to me us having participated and to have ex-

by - 11
pressed anh anpety jor the removal of the iron ard 4 willingness for

it to be used if necessary by the Cenfederate Government.
‘Impressed with your generous patriotism at the time, now that i1

have reason to know that the Contaderate Government very much

needs Ivon, and thut the necessity is daily becoming - more pressing
in the conduct of the ‘existing and formidable ~war, and believing
the enemy is fally apprised of this necessity and may, therefore, in
the execition of their parnose to subjngate Florida, and especially
East Florida, capture the Florida Rail Koad and not only nse it for
conquest over that portion of the State, but deprive the State of
the most tangible and éonvenient means at its disposal, for the Con-
federate Government to make the. counections necessary to secare
the transportation of troops and munitions of war fov the defence of

¥ Qog Tesul-tion wartizd ‘A,
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the State, as w ' 2 )
, State, as well as to afford to the State dusi
e @ 1 to | ‘}Le desived  opportanities i
st ‘%‘eto ]the subslsten_ce of the armies iu (.,‘onfedél!a‘e sérvicC: sz
Tl'ust(;es e i)hea;n:e.to give assurance of the solicitude of “uth‘e
o istoca of § e 1€t§=1nal Iﬁlnprovement Fand” to ca-opel"xfe cordial
I\ you in patriotic efforts to aid the Coaf ) ment
Wity you in patriot ¢ aid the Confederate Gov
Ke?r l‘n% A.],udluon? use of the iron frota Gaincsvill tem}‘ﬂe“t
. I}ts,' and from Camp Cooper to Fernandina o ° to Cedar
[t is s Flori road Com :
ey fg;(;lllnl)lfé) “ tb\,l b;on}lda Railroad Cowpany” have the imple
3 2 removal of the iron with inj “anc : i }
s 1 h out injury that i §
f:f{;gld 81{-1‘]6[1] pleasure to turn over the inn‘)‘uﬁ)gul:gs’ i:lndt}%hdt A
s 4 ) reYy . ~ g y - L ' i . r e 1 s
in :h -lfel of the Confederate Service” to whom the ]pm g
ing the iyon removed may be assigned. o ey, ot har-
I have the honer to{be, wery respectfully,
» : JOHN MILTON,
.‘ .r Y . 1 1 ‘ . ‘ -
_(x_O.v.CZ‘L(I))l of, Florida, and President of the ’
Board of the Internal linprovement Fand.

]

Frorma Rarv Roip Orrics,
o Gainesville, J ' %
. - . vine: une 4t
His Excelleney, Joun Mivronm, ’ , ° :th" -'1863.
Gov. of the State of Florida:
AL LA S -. : . °
&n.,. .1 olir communication, of Ma
w‘a’sl.;ecewed this morning.
1e considerations corni i .
1side rnécted with the subj t
ot consideratious coun 1bject of your letter ar
pon}d gn;éecomlg.:)(;l;:q,c me, 1]t I]prefcr to preserve a tom‘); in my 20;-1:1@
. ing with the sexi 3 i it
1 : fing ] serious 1ssue of plic cot
it 1Invol\ es, and with its ofiicial character * public concernment
am not aware of any hori sted i
anthority vested Yy
Toternal Tipr ot an; y vested in tbe Trustees of th
Iute ovement Fand, an re than i i ; e
ninish or change the security o't'Y "lz’lf-(;;t(;sth‘u? ;u e compang to di
sminish or change ! curity of cestyis gui trusts, or to_deal wi
v the riehis R al with
the any-other’wiqc b  rights of the State or of the crellitoys of the
fund, se than other ordivary trustees micht i
').?CLIOH and-controle of the Courts of the State; 1b ulnder e
Tectic L eontrole of the s  State. lamalso u
of ,Goy' pow e)l :xmtmg in this company, or in‘the E"e('lllti"e l;)awar}(;-
J Xec ¥ ¥
of ‘v%;:m(,n \ to_authorlze or permit the destraction of a lagf'
maﬁ. gredale_cn'cn'mstarices, truly, under which e\'tt"‘rh: D eas.
e sures, in dealing with extreme and sudden emer 'enA ies 14 be
g ?mptly excused and tolerated by the public as w gll Clelf,_“’.()llld o
., . 3 . . e di id
uals, whose purticular interests might be injured %S' ty 'lndl‘fl'd-
agree with me, it 1s not allowable in publie oﬁioers. eitli]e: Izr(r)illl ]\VIU
Z‘;Ps:se en;_exl-jg_encles, or needlessly to create them, for the Cfmtx ) e
complishing "ec ved i i by
of ace thgv guafd ?hG};; (Sa;i)vne(;e:‘/retll demg_n .and  desire. Especi}al?;;
: 3 gainst being wade unconscious in-

.
y 50t post marked June 2d,
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stroment of injnstiér;, by employing the powers their pubiie. trost
confers, in promoting the ends of those who urge their 2 ction. | &

N0 such proceciings as yoar letter describes oscurred at Gai
ille. You have evidestly been missizforraed.  The true version of’
what transpired upon the occasion was com nunicated soon after- its

~ocenzrence to the President of tlje Pensaco’a and Georgia Rail Road

o
LCompany, in 2 letter which I supposed, from the circumstances of

the titne, night have Dbecu sgen by yon.

The mich allusion you make to the idea of patriotic efforts and .

sacrifices, 1p which you'iutima’te the Trastees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund are disposed to unita with me, requires some res-
ponse. I humbly trust I may not be wanting at any time in necessa-
vy and dutifel sacrificos and contributions to the érreat caase in which
Il citizens are engaged, and will glaily unite with yourself and oth-

or Trustees in liberal and patriotic devotion of our own means.—

. But T have not the right to make myseli free with the property of’

others, nor to seek merit for a generons_patriotism at another’s cost..

’ . T haye the horor to be, very r -speetfilly,

: D. L. YULEE,
President Florida Rail Road Co.

)
TXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT;?|

-t ' Taliahassce, June 8th, 1863 §
Hon. P. L. YULEE, o
. President of the Florida B. R. Company, ,

' Gainesville :

Qyr :—Your esteemed favor of the 4th inst, is before me, when
writing the letter to which it is a reply, I presumed you to be famil -
iar with the conversations and cerrespondence, which had ocewmred
relative to iron on parts of the Florida Rail Road, between Brig.
Gen. Finegan and myself; had no reason to doubt the correctness of
the reports made to me of your remarks, relative to the removal and
use of the iron, at the time the meeting was held ‘at Gainesville; and
had no recollestion, of ever having ssen any letter form you to the
President of the Pengacola and Geoorgia Rail Road Company on the
subject. ) T

1. do not remember ever to have seen or read any letter from vou to
the* President of the Pensacola & Georgla Raiload Company upon
that or any other subjéct. nor from you-to any other person relative
to the proceedings of the meeting. : ;

1 know that apprehensions were cntertained, by intelligent gentle-.
smen of East Florida, that the enemy would take possession of the.
' 1 - :
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11‘.‘” da R, Rﬂ.'v'a.-], and th
witted to the consiid

‘_ivn' l'f\::_:gr::}s_!twl' the appreliensions were sub.

piire fo dhe conilo inl ut the late Iixecutive ,Council, in which

1 command of. jhis J‘»j;lit:l\-c}te]gticil"a?dd}lnt B e et then

: mand of. this Militar strict, and wk ' g

command, : rectly i b S nstance a

f:ﬁﬂ‘lc(‘l‘(()l'(l‘(lrf' I am correetly informed at your instanée ‘a%gleci oy

ped oude .,0?1 é‘lm subject. KEnclosed you will have copies 0?%‘1]]65%

orore and of ];c',‘_n:uoll.]tloxzis Go{ the Execntive Council* ﬁ?ﬁg

. : e Pensacola and Georgia Rail R \

o he corgia Rail Ros

cquested to aid in the cxecution of 1%1-30' Genlh('i‘lripgo’mpmc]iy “tor
o . ter's order for

‘hC revy % i ir i »l c y w
0 Ll Of t-h(_ 11 On, Lut dechl)ed to dO'SO, espe iall if it t
1 NOva o S as to

he use her i
ed on any other road, without the consent of ‘the Florida R.R.

Company. The ouder of Brig. G i
Compan he g- Gen. Trapier was y d from
thisi\;‘(;.:ltcd, .1.511 I);u:e.b'een. mfprmed, bg’ an In'l?l:g:ienteq o
- 1013 oif; the Judicial Cireuit. W ongratted by
_Since that time the enemy have ] ccupi ‘
i that ti ! 3 e several times occu N
b y, I[‘lgl‘; agc:ili):;;]?nd ({.he St. John’s River, have Econlgggegailgson-
cupy Mernand dl; : ].;u; ﬁpn one og:ca‘smn took possession of, and co?c-
S '(};‘e(;.a ious at Cedar Keys. Iave threatened d
yet C(,-;;{ede\--ﬁm].r:-‘:?v:c- E_“]on(‘.a., and especia:ly Hast Florida. - Hand
the Coufe in. ] 1‘;‘“(3(;(1 ']‘r{“b.lm-u“t sufficient ferces in the State e\.'en iffl Zﬁ
the forcos i Stfx,te‘ ld be .concentrated without exposing other. por
gt fm“(l i“;..s nnlf.ortant to d'efend as East Florida,, to :dlz'?\;-
B ey D pv.-eventn:’l':(:l}:],t to reclaim possession of the St. J ohu:
ﬂ,.e AR mm;be;- ﬂ]asxonl,. if a_ttmn‘pt.ed, by ten thousand of
B an that with which they threaten. A
brized as we are of e purposes of the ¢nemy and their nu;nbepT
and means of h‘f:l\,I‘Z’ Lm.:s.e matters s}lpﬂld claim our greategt co‘rl]‘-S ‘
the arms and m'.ll)i(tion’sn(:): \?a:n zcgfslza:? ; ’ :ﬁe'£01§e? e State por
eMereency s SoUT syt M e i
4';(.4_1]:?’,;2?1) z?(?(iﬂf(;] ou:al J'e(lmrmg\additional troops, a]n?’ifat?](l fi)f‘ ot
conlitibe < pm;n -,tl(i-.mb corgia and South Carolina,  we could noglgf,s .
To prove the faét; T w(:)txﬁ?lﬁicfg: t’tl‘tgllfj;}?eoz ﬂw'me'l“ln'S ﬁf tranSPOTtZtim;
pro o fact, 1 woul auses whic Jate
](2:2 Sg?:,tdi (:légnz) }lsluﬁ, with guus, munitious of \var,'&}‘,(.}dé(r)ldgillate
¢ 3, A R 1 L) &) 3 ;
cirenms number: 1t(-,hvmg that if the enemy shall invade East Fl "e?e
in Jarge bers, | {e r_n;ugbers with which they threaten to in::u; y
thom for tll;ché‘ub'txqsyl 1 bf[‘) c‘aptm"ed and destroyed, or be usedil(be:
N comm:ii‘téld ga Iloln of Tast Florida; aud rwmnous depredatio &
ill be comritied. | Lhavo respectfully wiged upon you, s Pr i
dent of the | ad, 0 _y'le:cl the izon from certain parts of the ro"ascll-
rhich would I;PQ;F-U’[ l‘[',a bemg used by the enemy, to the cont'rola £
the Confd it e ?o»glnlnen'f, and to be used, together with the S0
Marks ad, o;extend the Pensacola & Georgia R. R. to the C :
ochee river, and alse to conneet that road with the A]lweln hat;
: c Albany ang

LT -~ g 1 ”
#3ge Orders nrd Resolutionz marked B,

v

s
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Gulf Raiload, and to prepars & gunboat for so

“VWith the road extended to & hattahiocuhes
the Albany and Guli Railroad, troops and
promptly transporied from adjoiuing States {ov
ida, and the citizens of Florida would have the moans atforded to
aid liberally in gnbsisting aad snpp_ort'mg not only Le aries it
Confederate service, but less fortunate citizens whom the enemy
have driven fron their Liomes iuto other States. It correctly infom-
ed, the P.&G R Toad compatly will onsent cheerfully to the ivon
on the St. Mavks road being vemoved and used 1o aid i the accons
plishment of the impgrtant object pioposed.

"I a technical sensc wPhe Trastees of the Tuternal Iraprovement
Fund and;the rail;road companies may not v the right to change
or diminish the seeurity of cestuis qui trusly, or to deal with the
trast, fund, or the rightsof the State, or of the creditors of the faud,

any otherwise thau any other ordinary trustees might under the di-
rection and controte of the Courts of the State; and there may be
wo' power existing in the rnil road companies or the Executive
branch of the Government to authorize or permit the destruction of
.a public way.” I quote from your letter and will add, unless the
public safety shall réquire it. It isnob to be‘presnmed that the ex-

ercise of any such power would be attempted unless demanded for

the geneml‘-welfm-e agaiust impending danger. s not danger threat-
“ened and imminent. - -

‘The defences of the State in the fearful war in which we arc en-
gaged have been entrusted to the Confederate government. Circum-
Stances have required, on the part of the government, the exercise of
extraordinary powers. The confidence of the people have entrusted
officers of that Government to decide upon « gyfreme emergencies »
which will jstify extreme measures for our defence. To save the
Confederate States from belng subjugated, some of our citizens, with-
out their consent, have been taken from their homes, to distant bat-
tle fields, the property of farmers, merchants and other citizens bave
been impressed and appropridted to the use of the Government, in
the conduct of the war, why should not iron from Tail roads be im-
pressed if needed? Railroad companies haye 1o claims paramount
to the general safety, their claims should not bé more respected,
“than the rights.of freomen to personal liberty, of of farmers, niet-
chants and other citizens, to enjoy the peaceful possession of their

. property. You'are right in saying that T will agree with you that”
it is not allowable in public officers, cither lightly to suppose emer-
gency, OF needlessly to create them, for the parpose of accomplish-
ing @ .preconceived design and desire. « Especially should they
guard themselves against being made nuconscious instruments of in-

-justice by employing the powers thieir public trusts confers in pro-

moting the ends of those who urge their. action;? and I would res-
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peet fuliy add, that eoitier

/
nen whose distinenished v .
woaith and®social o >]ilh't 1 lm-;; distinguished resources from
) 1 oand™ocial or politieal pesition. and espsc
have ewjoyed pyliic contiluice a ' ,'-‘m.d especially those .who
'Illentqel("re)q{)‘[ e ; ;..1 eice and pyblic favors, should not permit
! selves to be wadded to schemes of er N P
cionbir Toonl sl oot s of personal ambition, or par-

tence of the S ¢ d t i
166 0f S te, and the lives and proper [ their fellow
T promiig wouns Jives aud property of their feilow citi
g you;will agree within i oraancios
L presume youy 'hee({ﬁ :'.] ithine, tllat h‘ghtly supposed emergencies
preconceived desi : thly created for tue purpose of accomfﬂisbihg’
conceived designs and desives, or a cal ion iitars
oo & fesires, or a culpable ignor ilitary
proconceive signs and \ _ le ignorance of militar
. ;,f;rjd utter disregard of the general interest of East ‘Fl ida,
ciz_mse( immense expenditnres of money and'labor to d ; ‘ 1R W
dina—which w Love b Pttt efend Fernan-
Cor:)] ):]n(,h w mll(l kave bren snflicient to have made the d(??ﬁan
| I Rave b ) cfetices
savel Fbe:nz“dt‘nc St. :J‘uh w's river and at Bt. Angusiine—but did 1(1‘0;
sav h“mitir;n;m\; 'lnc..loss of thatplace, and thé heavytloss of‘gn'ﬁ ;
of war, imperriled the iron ou ‘Florida R )
2 . A ; ( Jron on the Florida Rail R
nd mom » ] orida Rail Ro
] ence the action of the Executive Council and of Gen‘Tralpia:a(l,
. *

f » Tta - l + - f .

or 1ts remova y LO Pl'evel]t; the encmy irom 'lle t V

7 ] b Fthe e I t' }]SG 0 l-l_le I'Oad, ﬂ!ld' ’

to save tite 1ron 1() ".].(/ l)eneht O_f the P]'OPI']@tOl'b, dnd ].f L‘e“‘,d b(.‘, t
. - )

t'orIthe defences of the State.
t certainly was, or has beéen lamentably proved, mu re i
]ﬁ%r;altozcllgiﬁ d'efglceno(f East qurida to li‘zw]e pi'ev:;ntelc?illz'czselgz
G s o ""g :0 N Johns Tiver, than from occupying Fernan-
fully——beclaus (13) d]imt:]w“iais- er:@ertallnlc-l and urged by me but nnsnceess-
A elrha z 1{ng‘gl-she.gl gentlemen enterfained a different opin-
oA é spao-ai ,%)gé l:gi(,r;m;se }{ubhc oﬂiqcrs Fh'd not properly gnard
) emplovigg tf]e O\Vb-‘ ml%lt( _e. unconscious instruraents of injuastice '
and emplopng ¥ wlln)' (,r‘L eir Pubhc. trust conferrad, in prom()ting,
D s of the citooms 1o tho svamiins bonon Sroal mm Srropate
‘ Y zens s bordering on the St.
fm% l;az;;enc;{a;lllj- ;c:tiltlh% :lll:;xjgg?n?}f St.LAu%ustine augcgl— Jaclcé?)l)swltilia?hns’
emy, v 2, captur ;
gnd munitions of war, which, at tlllélin?m:,()glgfeai}lll t;}?(l%?élsls e
o_uth Florida. ‘Aml what important advantages lmvé ﬂ’ ansnanc}
gal.ne.d_by:the occupancy of Amelia Island except tl s of the
buildings in Fernandina. Wil you not agree v%ith m ll.ls]e of the.
be an epoch in the history of Florida, of which Flm]'?]e' A
p}"oud, when public officers, ge,ntlemen' distinguished f( mﬁ"? may _b.e
ties as statesmen, 'and the citizens génerall; sh;ﬁl I-?l‘ 1e1r'ab1h_
local and selfish interest, and devote -their abilities 1to'e Slupel‘lor "
welfare and h'on_or of the State and of the Oonfederateo ‘;Jnt]i ge.neral
’:)g' :g%;-famomsm impose a quietus upon the efforts of .(.;el?] ‘f:(:“and
embarrass the E€onfederate Government in oenérons e ot DU?S'
defence 'of Fiorida and her sister States of'v'om?o-lm-iou'b eé 01{5501‘ the
The Trustees of the Internal ,Improvemem? F uuds of? {ef.eracy.
respect your “humble trust, that-you will not be wcont'(b. 1n and
time in necessary aud dutiful sacrifices and contributiossnt;nt%}: t. la Quyt,
o the gren

¥

I
' !

ste, nttoc peril of the polisical exis- -
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caitsc in which all citizens are engaged, and will gladly unite with
yourself and other Trustees in liberal and patriotic devotlon of our
own means.” That is exactly what we desire you to do, and there-
fore, with great respect, ask leave to,express the opinjon that you do
yourself, -as President of . the Florida Railroad Company, as well as
the memberts of the company, provided they are citizens of and loyal
to the Confederate States—unintentional injustice in the remarks,
« it T have not the wight to make myself free with tl:e property of
others, nor to seek merit for a generous patriot.ism at another’s cost.”’
By the ¢ another’s,” it is presumed you mean the Florida Railrgad
Company, and, therefore, I would respectfully invite your attention

the accompanying extract from our records,” and invite your con-
Sideration to the means with which the Florida Railroad was built,
and-the favor extemded to itin a much larger amount than to any
other road. It cannot, as it scems to us, be reasonably presumed
that those vou represent can be entirely insensible to the general

‘welfare of the State, and consider your-vain glorions, i, as their rep-

resentative, you should. contribute the irop, »nd especially at a foll
price, for the defendes of the State, unless the stockholders, as the
actnal holders of.the bonds, are, as represented to be, énemies resi-
ding in the United States, who would prefer-thc suij.gation of Flo-
rida to the sale of the iron at any priee. : . :
‘The propositions for your consideration ave very simple: Are the
means of transportstion propesed necessary for the defence of the
State? It is belicved that they ave by military ofiicers, of distin-
guished character, entrusted with the defences of the State, who
Tave no personal inteiest to subserve. Can the'iron be procured
withont using that on parts of the Florida Railroad, and on the road’
leading from this place to of Marks? I am informed and believe it
cannot be. It has-been said that possibly it might be taken from
the Brunswick Railroad in Georgia ; but Floridians should have too

" much self respect,. and cherish too sacred a regard for the honor of

Tlorida, to prefer to use, for their own defence, iron belonging to &
company, in a sister State, rather than ivon of a road in Florida, built
by the credit of the State, and belonging to a company” representee:
by a President who © would gladly unite with other Trustees in the
liberal and patriotic devotion of our own Ine4us, and who does not
‘ believe that he has the right to make himself, as their representative,
free with the property of others, or to seck’ merit for 2 generous
- patriotism at another’s cost.” L =
The iron ou the parts of the Tlorida railroad, whish it has been
p'mposed to use, may be vaiuable to its owners and serviceable to
.citizens residing near the road. Should their particular interest
and the accommodation it affords a few ofour worthy fellow citizens,

# See extracts froum recovds mm ked C.
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be temporarily sacrificed for the general defence of the State? 1
believe that the sacrifice shonld be made, ot simply because ncces-
sary to the geweral safety of the Staté, but especially to preserve the
rights of the owners, and to secure to our fellow citizens, permanent-
ly the advantages to be desired from the road. But it is said thata
difference of opinion upon this subject, will canse some:of our fellow
citizens to resist by force, if need be, any attempt by the Confeder-
ate Government, to remove the j¥on. I 'hope that sueh is not the
fast. Tt has been presumed thit all who are able and willing to
fight for the rights and honor of the Confederate States are in mili-
tary service, and that but few had remained at home, unless lega‘uy
exempted from age, physical disability, or to aid in the admimstra-
tion of the State Government, but if this preswmption is erroneous,
will it not be better for those who are at home and fee) valiant, to
report themselves for duty to Brigadier General Finegan ; and fight,
bleed and die in the achievement of the Independence of the Con-
federate Statés, vather than engage in a neighiborhood fight for a lit-
tle railroad iron ? L : :
Permit me to assure you that I have no pecuniary interest in any
railvoad ; no preferentee for one road more than another except un-
der the existing circumstances for the public good ; no feeling . of
unkindness or distrist towardst the odicers or any citizens of the
State having an interest in any of the 1ailioads; have always advoca-
ted the railroad system as the best means of Internal lmprovements,
and fesire ardently that each road in the State, may countribute to
the prosperity ‘of iis proprietors as well as the power and general
welfarc of the State. I have suggested and urged the extention of
the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad to the Chattahoochee, and its
- connection with the Albany & Gulf Boad-—and the use of the iron
of parts of the Florida Railvoad and that ou the St. Marks Railvoagd
—because I believed my official duty tequired me to do so, as the
best means of saving Flovida from inroads of the enemy which would
be "perhaB‘s more destructive and calamitour, than have been experi-
enced  from the enemics raids in Louisianna, Mississippi and other
States. The apprehensions I have felt and yet feel for the safety of
the State, may not be well founded, and ‘the saggestions 1 have
made may not be ise, but the apprehensions have been entertain-
ed and the suggestions made, with the utmost sincerity and anxiety,
for the public good, and without any purpose or willingness to in-
jure the pecamary interest of the owners of the Florida Railroad ;
on the contrary, I believe that their interest as well as the public
good would be promoted by the measnres advised, .
The Coufederate Government is willing to pay a just price for the
iron; an amount which wounld probably enable the Flerida Railroad
Company through an agent in Eregland, to procure new iron, and
have it landed at Fernandina, as soon as the cross ties and bed of

' jthe 1'(;aci would after the cessation of hostilities, be prepared to re-
, , (

ceive it. If these positions shall be proved by tutm.'ﬁ events to ;1};1;(13
been correct, but unsuccessfnlly maintained, and t"e .eélemy‘rnment
successfully invade the State; bac&u§e t}.'e (_}‘onfedemte ( f(')'vclf ment
was denied the means of tl‘ansportatlo‘n for its glefeche, a fearfu =
ponsibiiity will attach to those who have denied the means, :

. possession of the Florida Railroad by the enemiy anl their devasta-

ions in East Florida may attest the folly and wickeduess of those.
f&?zisvll;rfﬁfconsdously influenced by local interests, toI Jeop?;'dlzes
the political existence of the F:‘atate’,‘ and involve th.en' fel ovc;1 ci 1zecn
with themselves in scenes of fearful ruin, degradatlon and disgrace.
’ I bave the honor to be, very respectfully,

' ) JOHN MILTON, -
e SR Governor of Florida.

‘ P
Ky —— .

L

Frorma RaiLroap Orrick, } )
{

. T . Gainesville, June 19, 1863.
His Eﬁcellency, Josw Mirrow, ;
: Governor of Florida: :
Sir—Your letter of the Sth of J une, postmarked 11th, came here
4

- during my absence, which will acconnt for delay in acknowledging

]t.I‘ do not perceive any probable utility in am extended correspon-

dence upon the subject to which it relates, nor in a discussive con-

troversy. It is sufiiciently evident that you are desirous to eﬁ'ec-;
the destrnction of a considerable part of the track of uhlls'road,lem‘ _
the transfer of its iron to the nse of the connactions in Middie Flor-

ida and Georgia. I hope my letters have made it equally evident.

i i deavor to prevent
that I am opposed to this movement, and will ende P

its success. ) o o N
It is very clear that we entirely differ in opinion. You think it

. will be beneficial to the canse and to the State to do what you pro-

pose.. I, on the contrary, think that the general cause, and the
se. 1,

" proper defence of Bast Florida and advantage of the State, will be

best seived by preserving and ho}d.ing' the M]l:\%lm-y. ba:se w}n&l}ali :‘}1‘:,
Flondh Railroad furnishes to t})e Peuinsnla, My ‘xezf:c_)n: L bel dis'-'
are souund, but I do not deem it proper or ncce?sally. O-Su:horit >
cuss themw in this coq‘espondcuce, as you do not ¢ alm“a entitle(); to
execiite what you advise. Your opinions are of cc_nn;e ited to
respectful cousideration, but I concur with tl.le umt;er:1 se;no;n;?hisz-
this part of Floridi, that the policy you urge is r{otf.o syin'm‘ isa-
ble, but if carried into gxecution, would inflict’a hen?u 13‘33 t{m} n
tBe'TStat’e, and occasion more damage to the genera cause than

will redeem by its bencfits. : '

"
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. In respect to many of the facts and inferences of. your letter, T
deenm itﬂproper,, without entering now into a review of them, to say
that T think you are ‘mistaken, but T de not seo any present advan-
tage to the object which alone concerns me in'eontroverting themp.
+ L will howéver bricly state, to prevent any misapprehension, the

position which this Compan‘:,r,.jn acreement with the popu]atieg}mf'

this section holds, They are all ready to make any sacrifice to the
coinhion canse, which good citizenship, and an earnest devotion to.
its success, can requive.  To all calls for contribution, whether equal
or special, which the Constitution and laws authorize and ‘demand,
they will cheerfully and promptly respond. In cases of special con-
tribution which officers of government, without legal authority re-
quire, they will judgoe of the discretion and wisdom of the Tequjre-
" ment, und will contribute or refuse, as their judgment, exercised in
the interest of the canse, “may determine them. In the present in-
stance, when a contribution of what is to them so large an interest,
is demanded, and which no anthority but that of the Congréss of
the Cotfederate States is, by the Constitution,'vcompetent-todémand,

they think they have a right to require that their Judgment be con- .

vineed, and their assent obtained, before the attempt 1s made to en-
force it. | They know that notwithstanding the project has all the
while; during the provisional government and since, been urged at
Riclkimond by the interests barticularly concerned, with- remarkable
perseverence and energy, The Legislative Department of the Con-
federacy has pesistently refused to regard the ‘Florida ¢onnection
as a military necessity, and that the Confederate Executive has,
with equa! persistency, refused to recommend it to Congress. They
know too, that their own State has, by law, at its last sessiop, pro-
hibited the removal of any ir:n now laid upim the public voads, for
use in mdking the only connection which in the opinion of the I,ep-
islature had military utility., They also” know that the aid of the
Btate to a connection which was the shortest, and was thought by
many to be the best,
ous efforts of the very interests which have since been active in in-
" Hluencing the aid of military anthority for the movement now afoot.
They know further, that the Companies which own the connections
have ample length of track, of their own propeity, which can dbe di-
veried to these connections, with mors propriety (because for their own
profit,) avd with a less amonnt of patrioiic sacrifice on the part of
the communities on the line, than is demanded of them. With
such knowledge and with a confidert balief - that the roads you pro-
pose to destroy are a material part of their deferieés, .and that the
preservation of them will contribute mote to the general cause (for
‘xeasons tot Jeemed proper to be produced in pnblic discussion) than
their destruction for the uses you propose, you caanot be surprized

at the earnestness of their resolution to resist by every legal means

.

was defeated at the last session by the strenu- -

I

- injury.

=]
o
-7

ay viol ' ¢ e, againet their consont, the threatemed
any violeut attempt to cxccate, again-t tlzp\n}uron )

o e . e, Vore ‘. ; ally ’
have the Tionor to be, verv.respectfally,
! . " Your ob’t serv’t,

P

S ExEcUTIuE DEPARTMENT, }
ot . : Tallaha-sce, June 29t],1,~1863..
Gerieral G..T. BEAUREGARD, : o (
Charleston, South Carolina:

liyimr'corre‘s‘p’b’hdence between Brigadier Gcne,r_al Fl.l?egali;.,. Hon. lz;
L. Y?]lée and nrysclf, velative to thc‘rem_ov.al of} the i1 on Uf)m-[jfu
of the ¥lorida Railroad and its appropriation for .othfr _pn'x,pqsc.,;.;
In submitting it to your consideration I will not allude to 1{cc_<tzn 'fhc
-traordinary. measures to induce an expression ot o[}-)lposw'lo hlb‘ ‘S} the
removgmll;far{d- nse of the iron by‘perSnns restd}ng m__!:‘he*;:l;elg 'Ot, ']Qt,]
of the road. 1f the correspondence could be _pub'h’sv ed clc;nm_s ]guJ 5:
with the'safety of the State, 1 have reason to’ belicve, a : r(:lgw g :g :
of faets ‘W&lﬂd overcome all opposition except that of Brigadier Geu,

eral E.lvl". an, . [ ule (L Y lﬂill)illo— Qy vll(;‘l'Shl“lf"), as«

8gan “Hon. D_. L. lul(,e, anda few ¢ g W TS :

tll;ey (]]0 of tl,le jron as StOCkhOIdG]'S. If there exist no 'In]]_]tal‘_y ne~ .
? e v ?

ity for thex i iron from parts.of t¥e track
sity for therremoval and use of the iron frow : e truck
:flstﬂlgd t‘é, I should regretiextremely any interference with it. -Af

prevent it. -~ .

there is a military. necessity, no opposition should be permitted to -

e the honor to be,'ver, ,respectfuily, .
1 have & e o JB(I)I-IN MILTON,
‘- ) Governor of Florida,

PR Hzap QuarTERS,
B ») T ' Fra.
* ‘DeparTuENT oF SourH CArgQLINA, GEO. AND ,
o Charleston, South Carolina, Jlllly 6th, 1863. ] )
his Excellency, Governor Jor Murow, : -
o bis g : Tallahassee, Florida.

‘Sm——Yﬁur favor of the 29th ult,, has been received, enclosing ~

your. correspondence with Brigadier General Finegan,and. Hon. D,

~ 1. Yulee, relative to the removal of - the iren from" parts 6f the Flor. -

\ its 3 Spriati . ' . After a cave-
ira Railroad: and its appropriation fqnlother purposes :
ﬁ?}iﬁlé‘al of the cotrespoudence, which Ihave enclosed Vt() the War

23 B ‘ ;

’

D.L.YULEE. .,

Generar—Your attention is respectfully invited to the accompa-

’
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1)‘0[1;1*{'111‘;1“ for its
mv urgualificd approvaliof the position you hav
co'nw('neu of the Ail

oia R ailroad, and the

<in'.o, are unlhpensu

nfoimalior { idi can by
ivimation and (‘Ullslm.i....,.ull Tean Lut CXpress

& Gulf Railros w vith the 1°
piolongation of ths )
ble to the proper de

m.:mm & Geor-
atter te the Chattahoo-

! : ! efence of the Stawe of Flor
here the tqnired iron shounld come from, is a question that”tczxz

b|l‘5t:(;l1l:‘d\ i(ﬂi‘: -Odl‘-lt:xlt: ESzlo\'ern ment alone arg competent to cemde
Ilbmnw s o ;; ],t.of)Ject appear to ms to be cone lusive. |
ok \mcd " ;l. ;I,),mo,q(,;:)(?{re patriotism will open the eves of” all
lmpoxtauL to the s‘u(,thni }OLHPb‘:”jii?r:lta:s'lt‘zg " mpasmesn&o‘ yltauy}'
. o remain, with h"m conqldcmtlon
) Yum obedient scrv‘anl;
e o QT LLAURF(“APD

(Jenual commandmg

) ) O . . Lo .
. . T A

»

"Txseurive DL‘PAP’I'MENI‘
l.cllah.mec July 10th, 1&03 }

‘JIon D. L XULEF "

Sir—Your létter-of lhc 19th of June,
of-one- from-me:dated the i, «
ter vmnnq circumstan des Tave

Tu the cfnmnum.munt of y
perccive any probalble atility ih an (,\tem ik
“the sabjects to wirich it relutes. nor in g

I you had concladed your y

u:Lnowh,domn the 1ecelpt -

came by doe coma(, of' ma}l but 111‘- ‘
e prevented a reply. )

our letter you have stated, “I do not

correspondence upon
(llb(,(lSSiVu controversy,”-<_

letter with' tl

s sente

Ay odebton oy yous lo seutenee, I should have
i css and conr tesy for the commencemet.t,

and conclision of’ a
R %uﬂlucntlv'(,v:JZ.r:zctllt;S;?;Zuwlllfeb?}hmdeme But you added,
£ NG ¢ csirons to effect the dcstmc,

tion of a considerable part of the track of his road and the ¢

fer of the iron to the fise of the .connections in Mnn’ll Fl c} ]{mu
Georgia.”?  This assertion was I:IJUHLOUQ afd nlmutho-"(z.”?l({jl id
of the’principal objects T have Iad in vicw has buin t fized.  One
road from bemn mpuuud and used or de stroycil- by 11;0 Divent ther
pdlLl(tl]y to Accomp'lbh this objcet, hiave wdwwd th{z ngnb?x(z:ny, e
of thé track to be removed by Confederate anthorit for tl; gltpalto
of the e State, and 1 npon, (.omlmo')s which would 1muye tlic 1{3 e ns
of the road, I am'tio} conscibus of ever having dcm; d, .b utare use
what might Laye _ bl,cll u,aaumbfv cons idered a (}b:,, OIt expressed.
any part of the trick. « The laté Db(.l@bc'l.ly of \‘Var thg tIO desmuy
Imu.lo'ph beligied frow representations which hatl bé “n (; A
fim, *ghat the Jive of railioad connecting Cedar ) ‘xe\:. f.]]l 1[1;“ ¢ to
dina was compar, atively uscles to the leh.uu.u,\" in (,onL e L“xmn- .
of both terwini of the roiu, he ug in possession of (he h(;,l(ul;l‘].b’cv

¢ assumed, that the

I

~letter dated-at

.in-Bast Florida, wheom I supposed to be mtu'"stul in, .and

‘havesseemed to e more worthy of consids ration.

~roads ob_]ecl;ed dhe G Jovar nniciit yu,lded to their ob.]cchons,
_enemy eapturéd and remov Fed: ‘the iron. ;

~. Government,”

“exclusive right to decideipon military neLossrmg
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and that the iron and _LLlf""lﬂP]l nm, 5bolud he: removed. In v
Lichmond, Apnl 3d, ASUQ:AIH‘ a:l
stated “under these cuu,ms anees ;lml' d be
your views of the cxpedigney of removipg the fron and Telegraph
wire, and if" _/011 concur with mie i optngon, 1 will diyess the Gener-
al commandmrr in- Florida, to have the rails and wire. removed.”—
In reply to M. - Randolph, T submitted; to his - ¢onsideration the in:
formation T had reecived upon the sab]eu, from aentlemen re 'dn;n
nd ¥

sl ro e, he
p-umul Lo receive

to, the pro'ﬂ)enty of the road.
“ Until the'receipt of your lctter of thie 10th ‘nlt Twas not 'lp').uctl
that:“the projrct has All the wlhiile; gur

1y concerned, with u,m(ulmbln perseverance gin.ciy 1g, ’I}m“Lmrl'--
Tative - Depzutinent of 'the Conﬁ_dcra,cv has pe itly  refused to
regar d the Florida connection as o ‘military ucceasuy, rand ghat th(.
C»ontedemte Execative has, w1tl: cqnal pCIbl.:tcil(,},I‘éfuécd to xecom:
mend it e .
~C.ntroversies have occurr ed smce e cmnmcuccment of the w'n-
relative to_railroad iron - ~and telnn rapl gwire, thet u,sults “of which

that the Confederate authorit tics desired t : remove and usc, or reserve
-the ifon on “the’ filroads whicliConnected Pdenlmrg with

;. and Weldon: with Portsmouth.  The Droprictors. of the

‘and the

The Coufedcrate: {f“th()l‘ltleb, without a xpgu..‘.l a.ct of Cono-l'css to
authorizy it, decided the remoyal of the iron (a dxs.,ancg of. tlmty-
eight: 1mles) from the Alg\bama & Florida quhcmd “which counedel
i’ensacola, in West Florila, ' with Mountgom
places, and its use for the defenée of Mobile Alabama, to_be a mili-
tary neccsmty “The” Presidont of the road .objected, the Senators
and Representatives of ghis State in the Cofovess of the Confederate
States plotcstu], and I was appealed to as tl‘u, Governor of the State
and a citizen of - Weat Florida, not only to plotcst but if necessary,
to prevent the romoval -and usc of th iron, to_ interpose., State au-
thority, ».-I did not.fecl atliberty to mtclfme. First, becfmsc Elori-
da hid entrasted . tlie Confederate’ Government with thc, com]uLt; of
the wlilg apd “by an ordihance of the Sttttc in Convelmon,,m: well-
as by-an-act of the General Assembly of the State, the .faith, and
hounor of Flonch was solemnly plud%d to ‘sustain the Confederate
“to the utmost of her” resources. ‘Sec ly, bccame
that, undér tlie circutostances, the Confederate Goverfinent Jad the
'llmd]y, because
the iron was linble to be ¢ captured and takéu off orUestroyed by the
enemy, to the irreparable injary of the Alabana & Florida Railroad

™

. tLL. plovmolml goyern~-
ment and sinee, beei urged at Riv himoud by the nterestsp: nnmul(n-'.

I am naformed R

ery and: intermediate *

e e = e

e =
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_ - chee river, a

. line egpnecting* Tallahs i ;
* for the defends of the Stage . LAKe

- Florida has ever expréssed the opinion, that Gen

“tional prej

ST T e e Areman .o,
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?loln.:le);u?r, and of. tha Stata Prand I was satish
atn relutive . : as satisf:
iron Wo(:}‘db}:(.) ,the ";Q" ou the parts of the Florida Kailroad; that 1)
save the Smtb’ “N!l‘;q! ed and dsed upon” equiitable terms which v 13
 ultimaté loss ’ ﬁi‘lllu;t?::nfl\i%m'pa & Elorida Railrad :Company f(z)-g‘lin

: ; g ANs ‘A rémoved, TN ad

ggrcifti to paY a fai price for it ‘o, ed, the Confederate Government
{or before, it it could be dons eanecic the !

{ the he cousistently with e oAt Gy
to replace . ; onsistently with the p |
"ccelll:lq'c‘l;' tf? © ron, or other snitabls iron ey the-roh% lthc ﬁzt?’ gl)StS’)

Buly inlormed, that the parties in intercst who lh'Ol-Jpqsed ‘t,ﬁ been
o s AR e re?

: OW approve th -
ate Government, and I‘Gjoi(,:e in i pprove the action of the, Confeder

which the roadswas exposed * E.]‘Uw secarity -against the dangeps
. sm,l‘ljsg on and llti‘ﬁiiﬁkgos@, & the Ce.I-E-,uuty of 'its fqm;-gﬁ-écofﬁ
‘depﬂrtm]e'nBtngggl?é '('}"]w(‘:m‘l Josepl: F Megan commanded the militars
he bbﬁe’ima’i"t :[;"L)S’e( of' Mldd‘le, East, aud a pat. of Wost - Fle xdly‘
-cgl'ai)b- l‘iﬁek\"w?,fnh) }t_zl{'y pecessity to remoye the wire from thgr&* 514,
"‘&Palachi‘cola anfl t J.a.d’ connected Marianna and Tallahassee- wii]-
graph lih’e‘be’tween (%[‘k‘ﬁ’ﬂlbpl'late\‘]p 1n the establishment of 7 el 3
egan’s recommenda aliahassee and Lake City. TUpon General Fi (".
jgans recommendation” and'my pproval, the § F Ve o
dered the wire to be reinoved, “and it wag nsad 1o 27, 0f - War or-

cgraphic connection, whicly g X1
Place. . - THELROW e

The wire at the time of | g ul .
. The wire at th, ts removal coul re b
x ] > of | : could hay ; ful-
1];21;5 i(;p:{;g ép communicatios between Tallabass(:aeé?(ig;;]aflei U_SCfH.l
3 of the 53045’1);)1 éﬁanaur_}a and military posﬁs on-the Cgicttgl;lal‘ :
et see;} o(;]_ . 1)}'obably have been nsed for the pflr 0se ; go-
] ned reasonably to he ‘entertained, that a ~f[l‘)al.eg’1-npuif
City; would b i
State gencrally a, e, the. vere !
. i e a d : ! ‘
and use of ther wire from Mariauﬁ}; tg ,A;al’azg?g:{:lezvgig ;1?)?0”1
. . ’ op-

sts be@_wcéni Lake City and this

posed. )
The loss of the wire to W. i ; .
Tl K est Florida, was felt , at
R - I . B . ~ t
a grievance. The wjury of thap po'rtio’n of .the ¥S'tateh (;sh?:(’:otgf .
s . A 4 v n,
o u?)‘)y c;xpenez;-ced,:‘when Confederate
there in safety. " But I am EotaZp];r%éTZd (:i) ltts-'C_ibizeps s
hot a 18 .any citizen of “Wess
encéd by a desire 10 injure West Flogids oo, 1 7eg20 Was influ .
enced sire ve West Florida, for the bepegit’ iddl,
fnd ]i‘,ascti F]]Jonda ;. although the owners of the wire (:Ilflﬁfh()f K
eg{[,‘-g %ﬁosd;%snpposcd necessity for its removal and ’9‘1 1-(; CTjslzng,
s S, s Bt e
‘ . he St Tlorida, citi ve their
glance, and should not permit thems’e)vés‘dt,ocgézg::tsiugggegh%; o
ene secs

[${e ibeb 'or selfls ¢ reet 1‘ l o1
i Q Mi h ness, to 10 g N 12
: »7 “ ﬁe. the I a )ea EH]-CC, a—nd the

wctorily assared; as ¥

b was used to establish the Tel-

|
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obligations it imposcs for the maintenance of the -gereral welfare;
peace and dignity of the State, . ‘ S
But to recur to the Florida Railroad, my attention’was more re-
cently invited to the exposed and comparatively useless condition of
the parts of the track gliuded to, and the important uses to -which

> it might be applied, in seturing the means of transporting troops, if
they should-be needed, for the defence df the State, -as well as for -

the transportation of subsistence, to:aid in the-support of the armies
in Counfederate service, and fo complete a gur;boatjlltel‘zaed*for ser-
vice on the-coast of Florida.- Yourattention,s a§ President. of .the
Florida Railroad, was respectfully invited to the cousideration of the

_subject. ‘My.views have been frankly made known to you, and it is
-deemed unnecessary fo recdpitilate themi. But permit raé to en-

quire, if foture events shall preve their coriéciness, and the enemy

_ shall capture the road, remove the iron and- destroy the track, if

the Florida Railroad: Company lasthe ability to rebuild it, or refund
the monéy which the State bas'advanced, oy could, with reasonable’
eonfidénce, appeal tothe State, to lend 'its credit; for the réconstrue-
tion of the Foad?’ N : o

In view of.the amount of stock owned by the State, it seems to

. me that the Trnstees of the Internal Improvément fund are excusa-

ble for feeling some anxiety for the safety of the iron and- the ulti-
mate and permanent utility’of the read. s

T do not concur in the opinion éxpressed by you “that th-e,'g‘eu"el:al ’

cause and the proper defence of East Florida and advantage of the
State will be best served by preserving and holding the military base
“which the Florida Railroad furnishes to the Peninsula.” I cannot per-
ceive, under existing circumstances, how it can be reasonably consid:
ered at all as’e malitary bdse, nor how the portions of the track from
which it has been proposed to remove the iron, can be indispensable
for defence, or'be prevented from falling into the hands of the ene-

my if they shall attempt to capture it. The number of troops in -

East Florida are insufficient to defend that portion®of the State
against the invasion threatened by the enemy, via the St. John’sriver
and. St. Augustine, if they shall attempt it, with half the forces they
have been reported as marshalling for the puipose. Should'the. en-
emy invade East Florida with the forces at their command, divided
and brought in simultaneously from the Atlantic and the Gulf, may:
they not drive off or capture the forcess under General Finegans
command, and use.the Florida Railroad to subsist their forces, mains
tain positions of their own selection and také off the persoms and
property of the citizens. They are well acquainted” with the topo-
graphy, the advantages and disadvantages of that poxtion of the
State. But gentlemen, whom edacation and experience have quali-
fied for military]service, have differed in opinion, both as to the moet
dvailable means of attack and defence, und therefore our diflerences

-
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in opmiou. oy be excpsed.  Tardon me if I have more confidence . ) : - e » i
i my opintous “than yows. Kirst, because I have ao persopal in- Co when the war, being waged for dur destraction, will h(e terminated,
torest to_ bias unconsciously my jndgment. Sccondly, because o 1 confoss® that I am sadly-humiljated by the senseloss or Lreach-
official duty bas required more of miy %httention to the defences of : erous jm";r'on of conflictingj local ingerests in the State, and by the
the State, and offfeial position afforded greater facilities for informa- O arovelling, debasing and ~hameless desire manifested for the - ac-
tion relative to them, apd.the respurces of the Confederate Govern- A : fg\imuiatign of wealth, regardless of personal honor aud the generas
ment, _Thirdly, becanse disasters have .océurred in East Florida, as ' " welfare. ) : . PP
predicted By mec, that.they, would oceur, when those who agreed with The soil of Florida will-be drenchéd by the blood of Lt Gitizons:
“you thought diffgrently and adyised measuresof defence which were - i or disraced by their degradation, untess they shall be aroused from L
adIo[.ith 13.‘g?11_nst; “l;ly jn}dgcm‘cm, as made known to the Secretary. of t a fu]suo sense ot aem_u'ihy, to make, 1vit.’u£c0‘.1_0’c1‘t of itﬂf:ﬁ}}?,{ii_allfl»11‘_01'\910
Wars. “ ‘];;g.‘u'lgbl.ﬂy, and,chiefly, bocanse all officers of military experi- - purpose, timely preparations for the defence gf “d?cn ngits. 0
ence and distipguished character with. whom I have corferred or ' ' 1 know no man-in Floxida under more obligations: than yo_m'sehf,. o
corr'esponded, concar with me in. opinion relative 6. the means to tise supc\'iér to ‘per’sbu'é.l considerations and docal interests, for the”
nccessary for the defeuce of ‘the State. - But.I sincerely. hoy;e _that ‘ : defence and reseue of the State from the th’rc&ﬁcncg‘xnpﬂ m;pcndln.lg
the apprehensions which 1 cutevtain for the, safety of Rast' Florida, ’ daneers. i R N
may bc without sufficient causes to,jil_stif:y _ﬂiem, and tl)at.:’cﬁei'efort; ' 'fhe politicf:d honors you have enjoyed, the h“l foad ircn mow
. the'citizens of that portion of the State generally, may. not be snb- I needed fov the defence of the State, and to whicl.you cling with
. Jected to' the bitter calamities whicly have been inflicted by-the eue- y " professional and instinctive pertin cityy were nob deruvgq gxch::swely' _
‘my \peh the citizeas of Fernandina. St Augustin’e, Jacksonville and ‘ }?rom Tast Florda. You are indebted to the State of Floridla for the : -
citizens residing in the vicinity of St. John’s river.” But with those - N wroud positions which were conferred npon you and to:the ¢redit of
* importaut parts of East Florida subjected to-the will of the enemy tho State for the iron now roquired for its defence. Bliotld you not
and se many of our worthy fellow citizens refugees and subjects of o . pherefore cxert the ability youymay possess, £o aronsc the ggod peo-
charity, I am ntterly amazed at the apparent security which citizens : . ol of Rast ¥lovida to a Zonsc of iheir danger; to aldvise ‘them o
in othor parts of East ¥lorida seem to enjoy, and cspecially‘ when I %;mabniza ffo military badics, undor the late vequisition of the Lres- :
* consider their claims to intelligenee, saperior. wisdom and foresight. - ident, for the defence of the Statey to rely with generes confidence’
. When T reflest upon the controversies in the Go11gress ofbthe \ ﬂ)orl’thé bhetter jn'fom{ed judgement of oflicers to w_hom the defe_nce?
United Stater, which preceded and related to the threatened Seces- : ) of the State, by the Clonstitution and Jaws of the State and, of the
sion of tlie Seuthern Htates; when I consider the grave national’ ’ Coxxfetlerate78t\atcs have been confided, and who are b(?st:.'qunhﬁed to
veasons which were then and there assigned why, Florida, _esped'idlly ‘ decide- apon military nocessitioss to abandou ,fﬂ!,*.dca, ‘of 1:1)])'0-4\? to
was necessay, ander the sawme government with the Northern and ! S the eivil aunthority 5 t0 impode by the 'r“f"“? _Ut, 1m.*:-_ e ?ecnmm‘_‘?}ei
- Western, Stafes, to their commerce, national importance and.nation- in pleading the preservations noees ary to be made plom‘p.hly forthe )
al security, aud vemewber the solemnly avowed purpose of the most . de*I:mCe. ot?J (he State, rather than EnCONrage st ional strife and _rmt-‘
able, least fanatical and most conservative statesmen. of the North ' ous conduet, 10t creditable to the parties oig: ved and disvoputable 4
and West, “t0 Eeep, Florida in the Union at every hazard and sacri- to the S’tutej L T -
fice of men and money;’ when I know St. -A~11g.ﬂsﬁﬂe,,Fetna'ndina, 3 Vou were Jaboripg wader o missapprelicnsion when you made the :
Jacksonville, the 8t. Johw’s river, Apalachicola, Pensacola; and Mil- ' . assertion thab the' peopls of Kast Flosidy “know that their owu }
ton, to have been oceupied by the foregs of e enemy; to be now ! Grate bas by Lua at 1ts last, sessior, prolibiteds the semoval of any ‘
. subject to their will, and that the entut coast of the St:ate, is under : : ir(;n now aid upon the public rouds”  Lhere was no law e}‘x_ztctec}~11‘))- "
their command ; when Ireficet upon the feeble condition of Florida ' : on the s\ﬂf)eut; Lut a resolution passed simply expressive of the . .
compdred with the powerful States of Virginia, North Cayolina Cod . oninion of the General Assenibly, and abount the same tme ancther .
South Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas and Missouri ; \I?VheI; ; solution was passed pledging {lorida 16 the support of the war.— | !
1 yead of the wanton destruction of property and the cruel.ontrages ' ' Taclosed vow will find copies of the Fesolutions.” ¢ Flow ‘
of the enemy in thosd States; when 1 (r(‘czls’sonally meet. with the 1t is 1'10.{ to be p\-@s.n_x'ned, that the General 5\;5_5»5[10];-!_‘5 of 'lj.c\n‘-:.d:'z, .
citizens of thosc States, wlho were brave, intellizent and wealthy, but considored railroad irow moge sacred thal‘l the lives ot the_‘!‘ tci,'o\\r. .
pow homcless and peniless wandevers, and’ Visten to the fecital of - : citizens whom they represented, of hat 3t was wore Important to
~ their calamities, and while no reasovalle calealation cah be made . oy ' o - )
% . ) o . . % oo resolniion marked B . .
.
¢ 1
\ r
A A
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'acc.o'mplish the commercial purposes of individ s, 1 :
duals, than o use i
an auxiliary to men and muskets in the conduct of the war; (fr-ltth:i
tllle?y desired, (even if ‘under any: cirepmstances they- would have ’
claimed the right;) to control the: action of the Confederate Govern-

ment, or’ to have ig imp Fisi . :
y ¢ ignored important provisions of the Coustitution A

sa.rIy}to its defence. =~ ; : ' )
[ have just received -a letter from General Beturega
Wh;[ch is 'I{ierew'rth‘éubmitﬁe,dfor your. consiclefx:i’ol::iregard’ " copy of
_ Your attertion has been invited to the subject 'a matter '
tesy, and‘n'oi because the opinion was enterté)ineda'st'l?art??j)ts; Zzgs ur; '
t'o.the_ reinoval of the irdn was necessary, excéptfoﬁvoid unples ent
litigatiop.. - "The State claims to. own the maj;or'i'ﬁvv of the s’toci 'asal? '
road, exclusive of that belonging to alien cnemies. “The T nstoes
~of the Internal Intprovement Fund” are alone authoriz-ed tol"USt‘eeg‘ g
- sent the-interests of the State; the anthority exists to i'einovl;zeptrl(:- ‘
iron by civil process, and to execute the process, sufficient forcs .
be promptly commanded, if a result to. force should beat all xzt‘e(izm
sary. Butlam notinclined to cxercise State authority . in ?]315-
_premises, while. I believe it to be the duty of the Confedér);fe G -
ernment, {(with or without your consent,) to promptly remove 1?}:,73
iron from the parts of the track alluded to, for the proper defen \e
of the St'z}te, and despite of any oppésition which may be attem ‘t-tie: >
From its removal, no permanent injury can result, the ri ht‘g : £ o
the State may be preserved, and. the iron, at a Su,itabl -t'g b
restored to the réad. . - ‘ ' o e time, be
“With th ese'remm-kgi conclude a corresp
can “perceive I'ﬂ) probable nitility.” - ; .
S I have the homnor'to be, respectfully;
S JOHN MILTON, i
,- ' Governor of _F]oi-idai

intended to invest the Exetutive of the State with the powers neces-

ondence from which you

.+ .»  Execumve ‘Dgparr
- -« Tallahassce, July 15th, 18%];?"1‘1 }
Gencral G. T. Beaurkedrp, S S
) Charleston, South-Carolina: . . S
GexeraL—Your esteemed favor of the 6th inst., was received b
due course of mail. The correspondence between the Ho;v‘i) y
Yulee, President of the Florida Railroad Company and myself, 'hL.
been concluded by the two letters, copies of whri1ch atre yene 1,' -
herewith, and to which your attention is especially and most rec osed
fully invited. I -regret to claim any portion of your valuablev%tr—,)iiﬁt-
at this critical moment, but I believe my oflicial position, makes ft,

.t

- the'véach’ of’ thé enqin it seeil
" of'the ‘Stitd hs the principal stoc

- of your letter as demand reply,
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o daty to the State of Florida, and to yourself; under whose military
protection the State has heen placed, to the entire satjsfaction of its
citizens, and to the civik authovities. . .f - -
A glance at the map and a knowlpdge of the forces and their po-
sitions in East Tlorida, will sugaest the facilities afforded to the en-
cmy to éapture the Flovida Railroad and touse it fgr the subjuga-
tion of that-portion of the State. \\\If.tlu':j}'efbre,__ the iron on'the parts
of the tidek which Have beey Allnded th"in "tlie -correspongence, is
not necessity to donnebt thes Pgnsicola & Gedrgia “TRailroad ‘with
the * Albany & Gulf ‘Road, and to»gﬂg’;ﬂnd the fofmer to Chattalioo-
chiée still, its vemoval to a-place @ /. Wwhere it would be beyond
N, me, i tegiired by the Intercsts
der, apd'that the proper. de-
¢d’it, unless we had agsur-

& Fave fioh and Cannct o=

" - .

fence of that, portion of’ the Stafe dema
ances-of large reinforcefuents, ‘which’w
-1)001:. e o EE " .
Having read and consideréd, be pleased to forward the correspon-
dence to the Secretary of War., ... .~ | .
T have the honor to be, Genetal, respectfully,
. geite wtiaie v JQHN MILTON,
o -:Governor of Florida.

e

R

_FLbrina ']iiAIIm(')_A";I; @ch
ipesville, Jily. 174b; 1863%:

A

.

our favor without date .l on redeiveds  In:the . pregent
agony of our country, I have no tasf )Qr,;;iypclil;l&tion,:‘efor,r,‘5-:'-.06'17‘1"@5—
pondence-of theztope dnd pature to which youdnvite me.
In a geusqn of.more ‘exhiliration in the public feeling, should.:¢ir-
3 1 irg ity Lmay; pespond to suc¢h partions
: - & .

LAz -, .
cumstances then seem to réqui

** T have the honor to be, with grea‘t respect, ‘(‘
O Your obedicent servant,
A EURITY B P YULEE, Pres.

. TN 1k
RN L e
o ,292 -

Tracls iy

oyt
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[A]
0, 1863, pY Ter Boig
102158 ) S ; ARD oF Tg
. OF 71z Inremrxay »{MPnﬁvEMﬁA'T Fynp, Tf:
and the ‘*'l"&’li hatiﬁ}'?{cohsn}e‘ratbu of the exigencies of the country -
the samcau:e _Tg,n‘ 16 . uecessity for vailroad, iron in the defences b)f
'giVe ane, the rustees of the Ill:pc;;'na“l Iniprovement Fund do hereby
A ilo'a'rﬁ,i; pl.{fsent,?;tlrtl_)so [ar as'they have authority or power so to
p:i;w in"'thé(?S‘)tﬁéﬂ:ﬁﬁ“ﬂzeﬁ]’dgpt an Wirectors of any railroad com-
Py ate, ¥ has aceepted the provisiong of ‘
I‘;;, Efu gg’;’;%?"tvf}(’t".t? *J-i_)_gm:“or sell g_to.'the gmlﬁ)erﬁmentroftttix]:acggzggql
WCh:ab) portion of‘the,irpn on their respective roads, "i;'bié(il.
4 : M = V. L ) i . *
& may dgg{'e to’ boreow or‘purghase for
fending the country, during the

e, SO A T y
Lulaownox‘ ADOPTED My 3

USTEES

Lesolved,

T4 I o .‘ N ’ . ".’;

- v :(' ‘o; ' [B] 4 . ) K .

" .. - HEAD QUARTERS PROV. FORCES, 3

' ‘J : DI.IP“RTMES"W Mmovrg & Eser FLORI;)A, }
Seecrar Onper No. 90, JAAPEESoN, March 10th, 1862.

- -Capt. Buckman, 1st Florida Battal:

2uckmany, 1st Florida Battalion, w
charged with the special duty-of rein 0}\:5‘!:-
of the Florida Railioatl andt ‘the'Tacksonvi

ith his company, is hereby:
ﬁg’ t}],e .11_,]‘01.1 from the track
tains on -the latter shall -cehse Tunnine. /. oy 2ssoon as the
: PR “eease running: *The iron will :
ﬁzg,f".f’- to tie jnuction of the Tallahasseo Railrond and ‘:ﬁg oropene]
- e 18 connection. - The” crossties, &c., burnt, - ‘¢ t, L%)_:oposed
A Q. M will faenish the transportation: - = Fo tekman,
By order of General Trarwm, - - - 0 . .7

‘ - R . L R
L R. H. ANDERSON, -

0 _Ri Q -PJ,N}Q'NEY; Ca[;taj'n.- &A Q. M Ma']m &'.:‘5" A G

Certified copy.s = -

. :

" HEAD' QUARTERS PROV. Fope
( DEPA'RTM-__ENJ“ Mipprg & EAEﬂ? %ﬁﬁilx (-
'TALLA'HA'S§EE,‘ March 18th, 18;52. .

Sexcrar’ Oroer No. 108, .
Special order No. 90 is- hereby m_odiﬁed as follows: The iron

from the Florida Railroad will net be taken south «of Callah
¢ a taken P F Ca an
and all t.he iron removed from this road wi“‘beuphcedha\t B]ldlv:i}
o d- 1.
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' The iton from the-Jacksonville i‘O@(} will be placed at Lake City.
‘ By order of General Trarikr. ' - : :

+

. - R..IL ANDERSON,

: _ < . 7, Major & A.A.G. .
*  Nove~—The foregoing order is in piogress of exceution by Capt.
Tesley, substituted for Capt. Buckmau, to whoui the order No. §0
-was divected. . - . 0 T : B ,

C %

L : - FExmcymvé Deelnrsest, |
. ' o Tallahassce, March 13th, 1662. | -
Resolution of the Executive Council, passed March 4,-1862.
- Resolved, That the Goverror be anthorized1o.have taken up such
portions of the railroad iron on the Florida Railroady when the troops
shall have been removed from Fernanding, as the publicsecurity.
demands, dnd remove the same to 4 place of safety, Adopted.
“~Yeas—Messrs. M. I). Papy, Wiggins-and Simpkins. - Ve
A troe copy fitom the minutes, o N
e P Attest = . B BARNARD,
Private Secretary to his Excellency, Jouy Mivrow.

E. Housrouw, Xsq.: . . L 5
Gen. Trapier having ordered the'iron taken up fiom Fernandina

to Baldwin, you are requested to. send the trains necessary to assist,

in moving the:rails; as they are taken-up, to & place of safety, beyond

the reach of thé-ememy, " - - - x0T

- Gen. Trapier has authority from the government. =
S - ',_'J'OHNMILTON, .

i % - Governor of Florida,

' : ¥ = By L. Barnasp,

=

Lol - .+ ¢ Private Secretary to his Excelléncy.

o ,TR}!:Ast’:;ki'Dﬁf'Aiiq‘Mﬁ%ﬁ',‘ TREASURY _QFFE‘;;_,

. _Tallahdssee, Tla., June’10, 1863. . §

- Stdtement of the issue of ‘Bonds and the payment of Interest on
:accoupt of the following raflroads, viz: . . = . :
' _ .. . -Flovide Railrdad,
- Amonnt of 'Bonds issned, :

Amount of Interest paid, . $200,599
Less received onynet earnings-account, . 14,514.28
o $166,280.79

Y .
" $1,618.000
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Pensacola & Georgia Railroad.

Amount of Bonds issued, $1,200,800
Amount of Interest paid, $76.994
Less received on net earnings account, 25.750.61

$51,243,39

Florida, Atlantic & Gulf Central Railroad.

Amount of Bonds issued, $555.00
Amount of Interest paid, $34,820
Less received on net earnings account, 8,753.71

$26,066.29

Tallahassee Railroad.
Amount of Bonds issued, $206.000
E.E. C.H. AUSTIN,
Treasurer Board Trustees Int. Imp. Fund.

(D]

RESOLUTION in relation to the present War.

WHEREAS, The State of Georgia has, in a spirit of fraternal sympathy,
pledged herself, by resolutions solemnly adopted by her Legislature, to co-
operate with her sister States of the Confederacy in the impending struggle
for our lives and liberties, and to this end to contribute all the means at her
command to the support of the common cause. Therefore ---

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That it is the sense of this
Legislature that Florida, one of the first States to secede from the old Union,
will be one of the last to lay down its arms, and in the impending struggle
will stand by her sister States to the last man and last musket, until peace
is established on the basis of a separate nationality, and the independence
of the Confederate States is unconditionally acknowledged by the United
States.

Be it further resolved, That a copy of said report and resolution be
transmitted to the President of the Confederate States and also to the
Governors of each State, and to the Congress of the Confederate States.

Passed the House of Representatives Dec. 9, 1862. Passed the
Senate Dec. 9, 1862. Approved by the Governor Dec. 11, 1862.
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JOINT RESOLUTION relutive to the coniplstion of t7¢é'Peﬁ3d~-
colu and Georgea Ruailyoad to the Apaldchicola River, w
; v LT E Lt T

Wygereas, The carly complétion: of the Peun; y a
road to th e -Apalachicola riyer, thereby brin ing.into. immediate
connection the different portions of tllc.coiln.tr):,.jc.on}prqh@j)ge,d in,
the district over which the command of Brigadier Geheral Cobb

* extends; i4, in the opinion of this General Assembly, a military,ne-
cessity, which should not. be overlocke y

fetlerate govern'ment'; AND, WHEREAS, the completion of said.xoad. -

to the Apalachicola river, will not only greatly facilitate the efforts
of the ;'commzmdiﬁg". General, defending the country assigned to

Lis coramand, but il likewise aid in the defence of East Florida,
- by fornishing the means for the speedy transmission of ~ supplies,

which may be drawn from upper Georgia, or thropgh Columbus,

in this State; and will ikowise afford an easy means to_transfer to

" -points in other States, the abundant produce of ouif’ State, so néed- -

~'ful for the sipport of otir farmies <therefore,

. Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Represenlatives bf‘ the

State of, Flovida in Gleneral Assembly convened, Thatthe Governor
be and he is hercby authorix d and ve_(l_uested to urge npon the Con-
federatg..'go‘iernmbnﬂ the great impottauce of completing, at an early
day, the “Pensicola il - Georgia Railrgad to the Avpalaqlﬁcjc;ﬁmé_ ver,
and to obtain'any aid the Confedcerate’ governnient may ‘be enabl:d
to render:in procuring the iron:rail, or otherwise, with a view to the
speedy accomplishment - of so important an object : Provided, that
in the construction of said railroad, none of the iron shall be vemoxed
~on any of the railroads now comp'leﬁegluitlx-bhe J_Stéte of Florida.
Passed the Sénate Dec. 12, 1862, Passed the House of Repre-
sentatives Dec: 18,1862, Approved Dec.i15,1862. S

Which was read, and qessage*aid ;eygcdiﬁpanyiﬁgfd‘c-‘cu jerits) or-
dered to be spread upon the joul_'nzﬂ.“?-"!'- e R

TResolution relative to the ‘war “Fetween the Confederate States
and thé United States,” [ ., S Coo

Was read the first’ tirhe,'—'rule"waiwed,‘fread the second and third
times by its title and put upon its passage ) I R
" "The vote was: . Sre e et e e ;

Y cas—Mr; President, Messrs. Aberérombie, Allison, Ainow, Carter,

Cater, Cooper, Hogtie, Holland, Hopkins; Jones, King, Roper, Rus-

iy

Nays—None. - o
So the resolution passed—title as gtatedsr o
" "Orderéd that the sawme be certificd to the Thouse of Representa-

" tives.

”

la &, Gedrgia Rail- |

by the State and the Cpn-
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The rule was waived '
o he rule fol]owll‘;eg Jt:Pozlxltllow the Commitéce on Eurolled Bills

' The Commltt,ee on Eurolled B ] .
ol ﬁl{d B couecﬂy enrollede 1 1s have examined thc followme,

A bil:to -be entitled an act to decl
the Sta.te of blonda in certain B allfo::cfs and estabhsh the ”ghhs of

Whlch was read. A J M ARNOW' Chmn

"The followin ; .
g commumcat]on
Represcm.atwes. 1 ¥as recelved from tbe I_[ou-e ot'

- S ; HOU@’];) oF REPRESENTATIVES, }
: Jecemb ' 13,
How, E.J. an,_ . err 4th, 1863.

President of the Senate

" S —The House has this dav a.dopt.ed Senate Resolutlon in re-

lation to the war b
States. etween the Confe(Lcrate Statesa nd the Uulted

' Respectfullv, i
THOS. B. BAREFOOT,
Clexk of the House of Representatwes :

“Which was.read,
“Also the follr::?vmgnd the reSOIuhon OTdCPGd to, be enrolled.

]Io;{sn -OF REPRESEWMTIV#S, I
Hon E J VANN‘ . December -4th, 1863. }
Pre51deut of the Senate

Sm :—The House has this da »
y ‘indefinitel:
ti? be entitled an act to levy a Tax on l';lllozk};é)é’ szliozige?e;] ato bl
1%1];)1'5 ﬁndoiher goods.: wported
¢ House has also refused t
e Imhan Rwer Sso X andeiFu‘r?dPass Sena.te 1esolut10n relative to
. Respectfully,, -
e - 'THOS. B. BAREFOOT,

Which whs, rea d (Jlerk of the House of Representatives.

The rule was wmved to allow ‘Mr. Nm
on E“ma.nce and Public Accounts, to malxzv 2&1 ff:ﬁcﬁvg: ; I(?ommlttee
The Committee on Finahce and Public Accounts, l%e ep]c;rt
_ report the. mdcbtedness of the State at the commencemg t a‘fr.e o
. Pm'ls‘ent sesq%n of the General Assembly, as follows :- et of the
réasnry Notes issued, under the various acts of the Gen
?‘embf!y, 1,535,650.20. Treasiry Notes redeemed and destlccl)il}adAlf
ire, for tl{e years.1862 and 1863, $62,061.55. Now in the 'llcasu):-

ey oo

e
IR
LEE

- ten‘itory of \1'nsnrveyed pubhc lzmds

* Hon. E. J. Varrx,

9.31

1y, 382,079.40. Having st.\ll in circulation, $1,090, 509:24. That’
the \\hol(, bond “indebtedness of the State is, £668. 117 of these
it scoms there is $247,500. 00 of the ‘Confederate loan.. Tbe State-
also has in the, lreasury Confederate Treasury Notes to- the amount-
of 447,364.09. :-Also in the Treasury, Virginia and North- Carolina-
bonds $29. 500:- In the Comptroller’s office 217,972.45, in Virginia,
North C'uolnn. Tennessec and Charleston bonde wh\lc hcr annual:
revenue.from-all sources, is not more thaun about %80 000..

Y our Committee, howeyer, have not thought proper’ to Tecoms
mend the raising of the taxes as thé pubhc dom'un is- ample; and’
more than ample for the redemption ‘of her indebtedness; as she yet
has’about 7.000.000 acres of surveyed lands, tocrether with a lmge

J ESSE NORWOOD Chm n.
.Which tas read.
The rule was \vawed to a“ow M. Hogue to presentﬂ)c followmg

resolution:
: Resolved, That the thanks of . the Senate be zm(l the same arehere-
by tendered to the Hon. E. J. Vann; Presulcnt of the Senate, forthe

“able and Impamal mauner in ‘wlnch he has pu,sxded over the Senate -

during the present gession of the General Assembly; Aldo, tes the
Secretary and other Officers for the falthful mamlef m Wlnch bh;efy
have.discharged their dnties. - - .
Which was adopted by acclamat.]o
The following communication was receiv ed from his Excellenoy,

thie Governor:

I

EXECLTIVE DEPARTMENT, g
Tallahassee, Decembe1 4, 1863.

President of  the Senate : .
. Qir+—1 return, withount my approml “An Act to declare and es-’

. ‘tabhsh the no'ht» of the State of Florida in certain Railroads.”—

i will not pelmlt that I should enter atlength into an exposition

of the reasous for my withholding my approval from this act, asthe «

Legislature will plobably adjourn’in a few minutes. They are sim-

ply these: First, the act 1s calculated to impede and damage sercous-
]y the vitally, important military operations of the Confederate Gov-
ernment. Second, it 1s calcvilated o produce a confliet betwéen the

- State and the, Confederate Govemmenh, at a time. when. su_ch con-

flict whonld be of mcalcnlable damage to’ ‘our, cause. Third, and
finally, because the provision of the Act imposing duties other than -

' 1udlcxa1 of the Judges of the Supreme Court, i8 clearly and positively

directly against the plOVISlODS of the Conatxtutlon of this State.—

" See Art, V. clause 19th, Constitution. For these reasous Y cannot

approve this act.




. Goverpment']

" - session of theirproperty.
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". "The defenc Stafe, in. ili - 7 ;
The defences of the State, in tlie fearful war in which we are en~

gaged,,hnvgbcenﬁcntmstcd to the . Confederate. Government.  Cir- -

,c}1lnstn}1qes havej.reqnircd, ol the part.ef the Government, the exer
cise. of extraordinary power. The covfidence’ of the cople ?el-
entrusted_’(.)ﬁicer.s of that Government to decide’, ufporf “.e?\'trelllf:s
[emergen‘,",lés,”g\\'hx_ﬁch will justify extreme’ measures o' our "d$efem~ y
To save-the Confederate States from b’ei'iw'subjuf;atea somrs - of ur
citizens,’ without their consent, have been ?;aké‘n' f-l'om t’béil: 'i;omé o-l:‘,l
distant battle fields, the property of farmers, merchants aud‘»voih "
Gitizens, have been, imprgssed and appl‘cﬁ)ri@ed to, the use fof tI?:a
Overn m*rt,hc concj__uct,» of the war. .\VI)y should ot iron from
rail r6ads be tmipressed if peeded? Rail Road Companies‘ have: nc;L

claim paramouut o the general safety ; .-their claims should mot be .

more respected than the rights of freemen to personal liberty, or of
farmers, merchants, and other citizens, to enjoy the peacefu’l" pos-

" By an Ordinance of the State in Convention, as ‘
of the General Assembly of the State; the fai ﬂl7ﬂndv;1(j)llllci?ol;'¥1§glfilg'%
was so]emnly.-plaglgegl;to_sus_t.;a,in____t,hg,_- Confederate Government. t;
the uttermost of her’resourdes,” and I am not disposed to sancti 1 ’
any measure which deprives the Goverpment of the necessaries 0]f
actual political oxistence, whien she .cal;lé for aid in the ».darkést a.no'l
most trying hour of her mighty sntruggle, .. ‘ e ‘

. S .4 Very Res

., . _ pectfully, .
CWhich wasread. . -+ JQHN MILTON. .
]]0321;3: eqti:?Stion"l‘)gil]g ,u;PQ_n the Pas§§gc of . the bill over the Govcr— .
g;he ‘L(itl\(}waﬁ :dent, Messrs, Abercrombie = . -
Cl;E;?SHop]l{ius,] Sine.s_, ’I\Tof‘&\}rS(;;}J; Rg;)cellozlnlﬁegﬁgaol} 1C.£ll‘ter, Cater,
o b Divaior and Seattog, g ossell of
) S‘o the Governo;}".sﬂ veto was sustained. o ’ .

m3113,°t{{é’?o‘ﬁ§‘iif{gli‘,l,§§ allow 't?].e Comumittee on Bnralled Bills to
1y i resalution; POy 88 comesk

Resolation in relation to the war Letween the Confe(iéraio States

and the United States. : .
- \ J. M. ARNOW, Chm’n.

Which was read.- .

The following communication: .was received from his' Excelloncy,
. ! .. 4 = - 2y

the - Governor : -

Recoivers and Registers.

" and reported ' that

. pass
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. * Execurive DeparrMENT, |
~ Tallahassee, December 4th, 1863,

flon. E. J. Vanx,

. Prq§idénh of the Senate:

Sir—1 have:approved and signed the following resolution
Resolation in Telation to the accounts of the late United States

Very respectfully,
JOHN MILTON.

¥

“Which was read. * : : .
A Committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Secnate,
they had been appointed a Committee on the
part of the House, Lo act with a similar Committee on the part of the
1o inform his Excellency, the Governor, that the General

Senate
b onformity with a resolution

Assembly was prepared to adjourn, inc
¢d by the General Assembly.
Mr. Russell of Jefferson, moved that a Committee be appointed;

to act with a gmilar Committee on the-part of the House, to notify
his Excellency, the Governor, that the General Assembly was ready

to adjourn, and to ask if he has any farther business to communicate

to the General Assembly j
‘Which was adopted. : B
The President appointed as said Comniittee, Messrs. Russell of
Jefferson, Norwood and Cooper. - !
The Committee retired; and after a short time returned, and re-
orted that they had performed their dut7, and that the Governor
tendered his respects and congratulations to the Senate, and were
discharged. ) o ) )
Mr. Holland moved, that & Committee be appointed, to notify the
Touse of Representatives, that the Senate was prepared to adjourn
in conformity with a resolution passed by the Géneral Assembly;

. "Which was adepted. )
The Chair appointed as said Committee, Messrs. Russell of Jeffer-

son, Norwood and Cooper: )
The Committee retired, and after a short time returned, and re-
orted that they had performed their duty, and were discharged,
A Committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Senate,
. and reported that they had been appointed a Committee to inform
the Senate, that the House of Representatives was ready to adjourn
in conformity with a resolution passed by the General Assembly.
The hour having arrived for the adjomrnment of the General As-
sembly, Hon. E. J. Vann, President of -the Senate, addressed the
Senate bricfly, thanking them for the henor bestowed upon him, at
the conclusion of which, he declared the sccqnd session of t:he

welfth General Assembly, adjourned sine die. -

’

Co






