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* ·· ATTORN~E Y GC~kENEaT~AL'S OPINION. -r loaini dTititlerence in this;-respect., This is wise and proper. if
..iiotlier construction be put upon this clause, by which the Leg-
isle is restrictedrand limited tb the ad volorem. sy'stpnof tax-

'ATTnqiNEhy Q:NEZAL'' OFvIlE, v tion, a can le very easily seen that great inconvenieiice, if not
Tallahassec,3March,o T '½e63. fmuch detriment to tha State and society, might be the.result: of

His 2zceie!ncy Johlo _iljfioP, Governor: .. depriving the General Assenby of this discretionAry' power.-.

Sinv,-Your communication'of this date is received, requiring Itjiubit be impossible for the Legislature, in'somse instances., so
my opinion relative to the power of the Legislature to impose a toiregulate taxation as to rhake it compatible withijustice and
specific dr. discriminative tax upon cotton, or to that prodqction g nood policy. It is to be further observed that the ad, valorem
'bi-her than the other property or agricultural productions of the system of taxation, cannot be made to operate in ai equal and
higher tnifoirn mode in ordinary tcaationi by any device-that the inge-

th '.1st clause of the Vi article of the Constitution, relative unity of our statesmen has yet discovered.\.
to taaxation and revenue, provides that "the General Assembly Ii it xas the intention of the Constitutioei to restrict the Gene-7p
shall devise- and adapt a systern of revenue, having regard to an 1 ral Asseml1yi in this respect, it would have simply provided, in
equal and'uniforn. mode of taxation tobe-genenl throughoutthe so many words, that all property in the State should be taxed
* State." Under this provi ion of the Constitution, the General accoring to its value, which woufd have left no room for ques-
Assembly of the State,: p'rei'ious to the~year 1855, dcxised and tio.n or doubt in, what 'respect, as indeed, I think, there is or
adopted statutes or boiitinued in operation territorial laws, hich should be none' in regard tothe meaning of the Constitution as it
constituted' asystem of specific or discriminative taxatiom No 'stands. -The equality. end, uuniformity of the system, therefore,
qresti'on seems to have ~been 'made at the .time as to the power . is intendedl for different portions df the State4> and can, by no
of'theLegislature, unaer the Constitutidn, to adopt such systems. 'means he made tb apply to different kinds of property and busi-
This was a contemporaneous construction of, the Constitution, liess lpursuits' to whicil taxation is: applicable and which. is such' a
adhered to and unquestioned for many years, andhab never.been a wvide and ever changing field fortge. exercise of legislative
heretofore seiiously disputed. This, system of specific taxation 'wisdom, policy and dishretion.
continued until the passage of the " act to establishi'the ad valo- .I amsatisfied, therefor-e, that the longr established and contem-
rem system of taxation, approved Dec. -!th. 1865', "snce' which ' poraneous interpretation of the Constitution in this respect, pr'e-
time the ad 'valorem system of taxation:,has dhtained in the vious to the adoption of the present system of taxation, was an-
State. thorized by the strict letter of the instrament hund wasji perfect-

From- consideration of the clause above'6ited, as well as from ly correct and legitimate construction. The mode and policy of
an' ezaMiDiation" and comparison of the Constitution ard laws of taxation, sof ~r as the diffirent'objects thereof are concerned, is
other States, I am satisfied that there is iiothink.in this provision to be determined by the Legislature, whether it shall be ad vvlo-
of the Constitutionwwhich prohibits the Legislature from laying renza or specific.' It must, however, be equal, uniforni and gene-
specific taxes, and this, ,of course, implies the pdwer ofldiscrimi- '.' - rat throughout the State..; Should the Gehei'al Asseibly 'desire
nation in tir, laying' of sneli taxes. 'to impose a'sipecific, or 'discriminative tax upon cotton, a has the

It will be ,observed that the ' clause referred to provides that constituti'onal, power to do so, imposing however the sanib tax
the Legislature shall .have regard, in -the <imposition of taxes, upon ll cotton in every portion of the State. ,f the .wisdom
"to an equal and unifolrm mode of taxation, to· be general wicad policy of such a tax the legislators themselves must deter-
throuAhout the A5tate." This 'provision, therefore, for an equal mine, and for it they are respohsible to the people.
and-uniform mode of taxation is intended to have a geographical Ver respectfully,
or sectional reference, and can by no means be so construed as to ' '' J. B. GALB11AITH'
restrict the legislation to an ad valo'reznt system of taxation, and
to deprive it altogether of the power and direction to discrimi- ' 'A Resolution.
nate in the imposition of taxes betweba different kinds of prop-
erty and businiess. The simple meaning of the Constitution is,
that whatever system of taxation is adopted shall prevail WHELEA.Es, in the judgmient of this General Assembly the trafftic
throughout the entire State, and that there shall be no sectional of wrivate citizells with foreign countries is one of the prime
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causes-ofthe depiebiation of the Confederate currlency andthe_ Now the said William Bailcy, Josephll John Williams, Johll
. consequent high prices of all the necessaries of life; And,z where- . Cardy and Edward -Barnard, forlming the said Company, do
* as, in .the opinion of this General Assembly, the largest por- heleby agree and oblige themselves to deliver to said John Mil-

tion of the cotton egported anid ofrthe goods iyhported inure - ton, Governor as aforesaid, or to such agent as he shall desig-
directly or indirectly to the benefit of the'abolitionists of New nate for add -in behalf of said State, twenty-fiAe hundred pairs of
England; And whereas, this tribute to Yankee greed is abhor- Cotton Cards and five hundred pairs. of Wol Cald, ab afore-
rent to the mind of every true patriot, sustains the trade of said, to be of good merchantable quality, at .the price of six dol-
our detested foe, and demoralizes our own citizens-Tlherebfore, - lars a pair, as aforesaid, thle first thousand pair to be delivered

'Resolved by the Generul Assembly of Georgia, That our * within six months from this date, and the remainder in a reason-
Senators and -Representatives in Congress be, and they are able time thereafter; It is further understood and agreed that
hereby, requested to secure the passage of such a law as shall payment for said Cards is to be made as the same shall be deliv-
prevent the "running of the blockade," either by land or by . ered at the price stpulated asaforesaid.
water, during the existence of, the present war,- by any person witness the hands and seals of said parties, this.
whatever, except under the direct control and for the exclusive (th day of Malch, 186.
benefit of the Government of the Confederate States. (Signed) JOHN MILtTON, Gov. of Florida; [SEAL.

'JOHN -IBILLUPS, WM. BAILEY, SEAL.
President of Senate. . JOSEPH JOHN WILLIAMIS, SEAI.

-' WARREN AKINS, EDWARD BARNlARD, SEALi.'
J-M M -Speaker of IIouse of Represensentatives. JOHN CARDY, SEAL.

* JAMNs M. 'MOB.EY,
Secretary-of Senate. OT

L. CARRINGTON, -ONTRIBJ-TIONS-

Clerk of House .of Representatives. - Of citizens, for hospital purposes, placed in the ihands of Messrs.
Assented,to April 18th, 1863.-.-Assentedto April i.th, 1863O Papy and Baker,' and expended under the direction of -the Gov-

JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. ernor, viz:
~___-- . . R'Whole amount received up to May 1st, 1863, $4,438 00

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT. - 186Expended as follows, viz:

Articles of agreement between John Milton, Governor of the .Jan. 24-Paid for wagonage; &e., fromMonticello ~pThomasville, du State of Florida, for and in behalf of said State, on the one Montiello p Thomasville, on 6
part, and William Bailey, Joseph John Williams, John Cardy bbls. syrup, box soap, and 2
and Edwlard Bariard, who have formed a Company under the boxes lthing sent to p 50
name and style of the "Florida Card Manufacturing Comp a-e'y -Pid for 89 Ibs. castile soap at

* - fly," of the other part. - 4 ~~~~~~~~~~~~Feb'y 4-Paid for $89 lbs. eastile soap at
ny,11 of the other part. t1 5PrI;, o optla
The said John Milton hereby agrees, for and in behalf of the Richmond,1 25 pe l., 486 25

State of Florida, to purchase from the said parties . hereinbefore eApril 16-Paid for draft for $500 sent' to
named as forming the -Florida Card Manufacturing Company . irs. Reid, Matron hospital, 505 00
twenty-five hundred pairs of Cotton Cards and five hundred pairs . May 6-Paid for same, 505 00
of Wool Caids a't six dollars per pair; and, furthermore, on the July 20-Paid for draft for 81,000 sent to
receipt for and in behalf of the State of the first one thousand Mrs. Reid, Matron, &c., 1,010 00
pairs of said Cards, the said John Milton, for and in behalf of said July 24-Paid for draft for $1,890 20 sent
State, agrees to pay said parties as a bonus the further sum of to Mrs. Reid, Matron; &., by
two thousand dollars, on condition, however, that the Cards are the hands of Dr.eT. Y. Henry, 1909 25-$4,438 00
manufactured in the State of Florida, unless-.the parties are driv- Tallahassee, fnov. Dst, 1863. M. D. PAPH. 
,en out of. thle.State by the .eeny. -




