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tallish joint rules for the government of the Gencral Assembly

Which was adopted. ‘

The President appointed as said commitlee, Messrs. Holland,
Russell and Hopkins, T ’

Mr. Hogue wmoved that a committee be appointed to inform the
‘House of Representatives that the Senate was organized and ready
for business. . '

- Adopted. :

The President appointed as said committee, Messrs, Hogne,
Vann and Arnow, : L L

Mr. Cooper moved that a committee be appointed to unite with a
committee from the House to inform the Governor that the Gene-

"1al Assembly was organized and ready to receive any communica-

tion ;
Which was adopted. : ' : ‘
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Cooper, King
and Scott. ] . : .
On motion, the Senate adjourned until 11 o'clock to-morrow

morning.’ ’

WEDNESDAY, November 23, 1864,

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
{ The President in the Chair. BN

The roll being called,

. A quorum present. ‘ o : i

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approved.

Mr. F. L. Villepigue, Chief Secretary elect, came forward, and
was sworn in by Hon. E. J. Vann, Notary Public. .

A committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Senate,
and informed the Senate that the House was organized and prepar-
ed for business. ' )

The committee appointed on the part of the Senate to inform the
House that the Senate was organized and prepared for busiﬁess, ap-
peared dt the bar of the Senate and reported they had performed
their duty, and asked to be discharged. .

Mr, Holland moved that a committee of three be appointed on
behalf of the Senate, and that the House of Representatives be re-
quested to appoint a like committee to act with the committee of
the Senatc as a joint.and selcet committee, who are authorized to
confer with the Governor and Brig, Gen, Millez, commanding the
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. Confederate forces in Florida, aud report by bill for the qr'g"anizatiofi.,_

.of the militia for the defence of the State. - .
Mt. Hopkins moved as'a substitute, The Military Committee of

the Senate and House be instructed to confer -with the Governor on.

such measures as may be deemed necessary for the public safety; -

* Which was lost. . . !

" The motion was adopted. _ ) o
The committee appointed by the Senate to act with a like com:

mittee on the part of the House to- inform the Governor. that the

General Assembly was organized and were ready to receive any-

communication, retired and returned and . reported they had' per-

. formed their duty and were discharged:

" The President appointed as-said- committee, Messrs. Holland,

Vann and King. x - . R
The committee retired, and returned and reported they had per--

formed their duty, and were ‘dischargeéd. o
The folowing message was received from'the Governor:-

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

' ExecotIveE DupArTMENT, .. |,
. , Tallahassee, November 21, 1864. }
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate

' ‘ - and House of Representatives: -

Another year of war has been added to the history of our
country since you were last assembled, and yet no material
change has taken place in the circumstances of the contest
in which we are engaged. I had hoped to congratulate ydﬁ
‘at -this time on the return of peace ‘and the recognition ¢f -
the independence pf the Confederate States; but our en'emy;.
instigated by pride, fanaticism, revenge and hate, still press
on in the vain hope of accomplishing our subjugation and

" ruin. In this contest, Florida has dome her whole duty.

Her sons have been sent to all parts of the Confederacy,and

to her Roll of Honor has been added many precious names

sinc_e the year began. Her resources have been poured.forth

with an open hand, and to-the extent of her capacity she
2 T . c
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has by every means aided to sustain our glorious cause.

Nor has out State escaped her full share of the miseries of
war. Our cities and towns have been occupied and sacked,
our fields laid waste, our servants stolen and corrupted, our
subsistence destroyed, our citizens killed, and the flaming
roofs of their homes have lighted helpless women and children
on the way to exile and destitution. The footsteps of a
remorseless foe have devastated some of the fairest portions
of our State. But the people of Florida have exhibited a

spirit worthy of the cause and the country for which they
suffer. They have borne their afflictions with fortitude ;

they have met the enemy with courage, and their indomitable
resolution to maintain the rights and liberties of their

country has never been shaken. The enemy has not invaded
our State with impunity, but have on almost every

occasion met with a bloody chastisement. In the east at
Olustee, at Gainesville, and in numerous smaller engagements,
they have been utterly defeated and severely punished,

and at Marianna they have learnt how citizen soldiers

can fight in defence of their homes.

It is but natural that the miseries of a contest so long and
severe should produce in the hearts of all a desire for peace,
and this, indeed, is the unanimous wish of the Southern
people. But as earnestly as we desire peace, a dishonorable
peace is not for a moment contemplated. The ignominy
of such an event would be intolerable, rendering life itself
a burthen and a curse. The people of the Confederate
States have asserted that independence to which they are
entitled by every principle of right, human and divine, and
to yield that right while resistance is possible, would be
pusillanimous and base. A peace that does not secure our
independence would be an affliction at least as great as war
itself. Anything less that independence is subjugation, and
would entail upon us our children social and political
evils of the greatest magnitude. The design or our enemies
is far beyond the ordinary purposes of war; they aim to
overthrow our whole social fabric and their character forbids



11

4

the idea that they would show mercy to asubjugated people.
* The reconstruction of the American Union, as it existed

.' undel the Constitution of the United States, is now impos- ‘

mble, under any circumstances that can be imagined.
That was a- Union of consent. It was based upon a com-

-promise of the  conflicting mterests of widely. sepa.rated

States, and as long as the purposes and obligations of the
Constitution were Observed by the States of the North, the

"South, though her interests were continually suffering by

thie union, steadfastly abided by its engagements. When
that compact which formed the Tuion was broken by our en-
emies, the tieno longer existed, it had been severed by them, .
and the South was left free to direct her own . pohtlcal
destiny. But our enemies, not satisfied with ~violating -
the Constitution, determmed to compel us to submit to

their lawless government and in the bonds of a hated'
. union to. endure their loathsome embrace. To accom-
-plish this nefarious design they have brought a.ga,mst us

vast .armies, assisted by mechamcal arts- and arms of the
greatest pelfe(,tlon, backed by immense resources. The
people of the. Confederacy have successfﬁlly resisted every
effort of the enemy to subdue them. In this conflict the

-+ baseness) cruelty and perfidy of our .foe have exceeded all

precedent ;. they have developed a character so odions that
death would be perferable to reunion with. them. The men
who have slain our fathers, sons and brothers, insulted our
wornen andravaged our country, cannot b be agam umted W1th

© us by any tie undel Heaven.. It istreason ‘against our coun-

try and avmust humamtv to entertain such a ‘thought. This
is the sont1ment of all true Southern men. Im all legisla-
tion, thelefore the consequences of this fixed determination
of the South should be kept ire mind, and nothing should be

* omifted that can strengthen us in ma.ng good this great

resolve.

There is but one way by Wluch peace can De at-
tained, and that is » recognition ‘of the independencd and
rights of the Confederate States by the Goverment of the
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Umted States. * This will only be done when' the people of
‘the North are fully satisfied that the subjugation of the
South and the re-establishment of the Union are impossible,
and they can only be satisfied of this fact by being beaten in
: the field. Some Southern statesmen, whose patriotism I do
‘not question, have thonght that other means, not incompat-
ible with ‘the interests and dignity of the Confederate States,
might be adopted by which peace might be obtained. A
Convention of the States North and South has been propos-
ed as a feasible plan, a means of arriving at a peacable settle-
ment of this controversy and stopping the farther effusion
of blood. I think it will be found that any hopes based

", uponsuch a policy as this will proveto be utterly falla¢ious.

There could be no object for such a Convention, unless it

was to compromise ‘the questions involved in tlus contest.

- Phe Confederate States have no corpromise to offer or ac-
‘cept. They have but one -desire—independence—and this
does not admit of degrees. Ifthe Government and people of
the North are willing toTecognize this, there is no necessity for
a Convention. If they are not, the Conventlon could do no
good The treaty making pox“ver of the Confederate Gov-
ernment and the Government of the United States, as dele-
gated by soverelgn States claiming to be mdependent is am-
Ply suflicient to ‘arrange the terms of peace, when peace
shall be desired and determmed upon by the Northern peo-
_ple. - All irregular and qirestionable ways to peace should
be regarded w1th disfavor and suspicion.” *They create false
thes and false issues amongst our people, and are caleula-
ted to lower the tone of public sentiment in regard to the

. great purpose of this strife. - Nothing is farther from me
than to condemn the honest exertions of any to put an end
to this horrible war by an honorable peace, but I cannot con-

~ ceive how it is possible to settle so. simple a question ag the
recognition of the Independence of the Confederate States by
the complications and discussions of a Convention of ques-

* tionable anthority and discordant elements. These reasons

are in addition to the great objection that, in. order to enter

»”
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" gtich & Convention as this, the States ntust again resnme the

rights and powers which they have delww’red to'the Confede- -
rate Government, thereby destloymrr the bond of Southern
unity in a common cause, to maintain which so much blood
ahd treasure have been expended. - It-is not to he supposed
that the people of the United States would consent to such
a Convention unless they expected fo obtain some advan-
tage thereby, and our experience of that people has estab-
hshed the fact that, at least in regard to ourselves they con-
sider themselves bound by no plede;es and no principles of
#onesty or honor. - Besides, the men who have deliberately
trampled upon the ancient and sacred Constitution of their - -
country and violated the compacts made by our fathers would
hardly be bound by the pledges or. agreements made with

. those who had humbled their pride and taken away their

greatness, any longer than it wou](dbe their interest to do so.
I regard, therefore, this project of a Convention of States as -
asnare and a delusion. Let us make up our minds to the
stern conditions of the contest. We must’ place the enemy
in a position in which théy will desire peace with us; we’
-rust meet and defeat their armies and the brigands: whom

~1hey send to desolate our country; we must fully convinee

them that it will be'W_orsé for- them to continue .this war
thah to put an end to'it; and dispel the delusion that they
can’subjugaie and make provinces and dependencies of these

“Confederate States. When this is done, therewill' be no
_ dlﬂlculty about the method of arriving at pea.ce Until it is

done, there can be no peace. For this reason every energy
of the Government and people of the Confeder acy should be
bent upon the successful prosecution of the war, and every
private interest should be made subordmate to the pubhc,

’ Welf'u'e

STATE DEFENCES..

' The attention.of the General Assembly has been fre-.
quently, earnestly, and heretefore nnsuccessfully, invited by



me to the necessity for the enactment of laws requisite to
secuve a proper military organization of all persons capable
of bearing'arms who are not in the military service of the
Confederate States. The condition of the State and country
are such as to induce me again to press upon your considera-
tion a magter so vital to the welfare and safety of our State
and her citizens. Since the last session of the General

. Assembly the enemy has made repeated efforts to occupy

various sections of the State. They still occupy many por-
tions on our coast, and are doubtless contemplating other
r#ds and advances into the interior. The necessity for a
proper . organization of all the -available strength of the
State is more imperative now than when I urged it hereto-
fore. I regard this as a subject of paramount consideration,

calling for your earnest and prompt action. -In the progress

of the war the time has arrived when every man in the

" State able to bear arms must be placed in position for the

defence of his country, his family and property. - The State
has sent into the armijes of the Confederacy all her able-
bodied men not engaged in necessary pursuits at home.
The majority of these have gone to distant fields, where
they have won imperishable renown for themselves and the
State they have represented so gallantly, leaving but a small
proportion for the defence. of Florida, who, although as
brave and gallant as their brothers in arms now serving in
other parts of the Confederacy, are not sufficient for the
proper defence of the State. The exigercies of the war
have rendered it necessary for the Confederate government

1o rely, to a great degres, on the remaining population of -

thé State for support ‘and co-operation. Properly organized, -
armed and equipped, the militia of the States has proved a
most important auxiliary'in the public defence, and in our
own Statethis class of our troops, with imperfect onganiza-'
tion and indifferent arms, has, on the occasion of meeting
the enemy, fought like veterans. Suitable laws are, how-
ever, the only means by which a large. and important class
of our citizens cen be put in position to render militarg
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service in cases of emer rgency. The necessities of the
country will not permit that every able-bodied man should _
be sent permanently into the field. There are duties to be
performed and servides to be' rendered at ‘home, by persons
«occupied in various useful pursuits, w which are as necessary
o “the public defence as the army -itself; and without
> which it eould not subsist a single day. Persons of “certain
occupations are necessarily exempted from service in the field.
By proper enactments these men thus exempted can be made
available for temporary service, in case of necessity, with-
_out materially interfering with their pursuits. Agriculture,
and the useful arts, and the operations of the civil gover‘n-
meiit, need not be interrupted seriously by such service. -

" The existing militia laws are totally impracticable, con-
flicking and impossible to be carried into effect. These laws
were adopted for an entirely different state of circumstantes
from those which now exist,and are altogether inapplicable in
the ‘present congition of affairs. In order to render the
orgamzatxon of the forces of the State efficient, stringent
provisions should be enacted to enforce obedlence to the law
by both officers and men, and such penalties annexed to a
violation -or neglect of the law as will effectually compel
prompt ‘compliance with all its” provisions. Any military
law, without sufficient penalties for disobedience, will fail in
_accomphshlng ‘the end proposed.. The willing and patriotic
should not be expected to yield their cheerful service, even
though it be tempora,ry, while the indifferent and tnmd can

' evade it.

"The defence of the State and its protectlon from oceupa-
tion, devsstation and pillage by the enemy having rendered
it necessary that our whole available force should be put in
condition and preparation to meet the threatened raids of
the enemy, I issued a Proclamation on the 30th July last,
- calling upon all the citizens of Florida capable of bearing
arms, regardless of age or oceupation, to organize into com-
pames, and dlreehno‘ the. enr ollment and manner of organi-

L .
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was general and cuthusiastic throughout the entire State.
With one impulse,the people met and organized into. com-
panies, some of which bave rendered valuable service, co-
operating with the Confederate forces, and in.response to
orders to march to. points. threatened by the enemy. The

‘organization of infantry in Middle Florida being sufficient

to form a regiment, they were so mgamzed with the neces-
sary figld oﬂlcers At the same time ordel;s were issued for

the formation of & 1eg1ment of cavelry in East Florida, and

a battalion of cavalry in East, Middle 'and West Florida-
respectively. - Objections occmred that. induced me to-
believe that, under the existing circumstances, the cavalry
compames, acting independently, could render more efficient
service -and  prevent embarrassment. After the elections
were ordered, I was informed that the State troops would
not be. sub51stec1 by the Confederate government, unless for
the time bemg mustered into the Confederate service, and

" no legal provision had been made by the State to subsist.

such troops. As companies they could report to and be
placed under the orders of a captain.- of the Confederate
army, as many of -them did in East Florida. As a regiment,
they could. not properly have reported to an officer of this
rank, or any Confederate officer at that time in East Florida.
The cavalry companies in West and Middle Florida ex-
pressed a preference . to remain independent, I .therefore
caused the latter orders. to be suspended. Circumstances

have, however, changed, and I recommend that a provision ..

be made authonzmg their formatlon ‘into battahons a,nd

.1eg1ments S “

In effecting the organvatlon of these troops it was neces-
gary to depaut somewhat from the letter of the existing
militia laws, which as before stated are impracticable to a
certain- extent. The spirit and intention of the law, how-

ever, has, I think, been carefully observed, and the spirit of
. the people and the exigencies of the times did not admit of

legal scmples when the safety of the State and its citizens

‘was in hazard. If the course I have pursued meets your.



* ganction, T shall conclude that you appreciate the earnest
~ - solicitude I feel for the safety and protection of Florida. The
accompanying Report of the Adjutant and Inspector General

will inforni you of the number and locality of these organi-

“zations. . As far a8 I can learn, the companies have eﬁclent
officers, and, with a preper mahta.ry law, can be made still
- more eﬁ'ectlve I would recommend that, if consistent with

the views of the members: of the General Assembly, the
present organization be. récognized and continued, and that

a suitable law be enscted to make them eﬁi(nent and to
require all persons’ ‘capable of bearing arms, and riot in the

rmhta.i'y service of the Conféderate States, to wnite with

some company- of their respectwe counties for service in
cases of emergency.

STATE OFFICERS

Since the session of the last General Assembly the ene-

my have captured, taken off and hold as prisoners the Hon.
Allen H. Bush, Judge of the Western Judicial Circuit, the
Hon. Jesse Norwood, Senator, the Hon. J, oseph B. Rou]hac,

one of the Represenatives, and Wm.: H. Kimbell, Esq., Sher- .
iff of Jackson County, the Hom: William Jones, Senator =

from Washington County, and several county officers in 'oth-
er parts of the State. Under existing statutes, no provisions
of law exist to remedy the evils to the public interests cans-

ed by the absence of these officers;. For the suitablé reme-
dies to be prov1ded. under the circumstances and for infor--

mation as to the amendments considered neeegsary to be

made to existing laws, yow “are respectfully refelred to the
a.ble report of the Attorney Geeneral. ‘

FINAN CES :

 'When Florida seceded from the United Smtes her Treas-
ury was empty.  The system very properly adopted had
been merely to raise by taxation an amount of revenue bare-

ly suﬁicxent to. deﬁay the current oxpenses of the Civil Gov-
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ernment in a time of profound peace.. The exigencies of an
unexpected and unparalleled war required that the credit of
the State should be used to meet the public expenditures.
It was found impracticable to raise means by the ordinary
method of loans sufficient for the increased expenditures ren-
dered necessary. The General Assembyy, therefore, adopted
the system of issuing Treasury Notes to defray the increas-
ed expenses of the State, and the Convention by an irrepeala-
ble .ordinance pledgéd the public lands of the State for
the. redemption -of these notes exclusively, .- The faith of
the” State. and the public domain of the State are, there-
fore, pledged for the- redemption of these notes, dollar for.
dollar in specie. The amount of treasury notes now in
- circulation is, according to the report of the treasurer,
- $1,103,622.07. This constitues the principal and only debt
of the"State, except a .bond debt of $37 0,617. The ex-
penses of the Government have been ‘largely increased
by a depreciation in her Treasury Notes, sympathizing
with the Confederate curréncy‘*,' the depreciation of which hag
been caused as much by acts:of questionable financial policy
on the part of the Qonfedeijatq,(}oyernment as by the.redun-
* dancyofthat currency itself. The State of Floridahas received
Confederate Treasury Notes in-all payment of taxes and for all
other ‘public dues, except the purchase of the lands pledged
for the redemption of our own Treasury’ Notes.. The con-
sé_queuce has been that while we'have paid out a'{ large
amount of our notes, very few if atiy of them come back to
the Treasury, except in the purchase. 6f lands,“_'almosf all
taxes and all other - public dues being paid i'\n; v Gonfederate.

currency. Thisis owing’ to the fact. that the currency of
the State is held at a small premium and for the purchase of
lands. The present system amounts- simply to the loan or
endorsement each year to the Confederate Government of
~ the amount of the 're'v_enué_ of the State, s-ilbsbituting our own
- Treasury notes for thoseof $he Confederate States to ‘that

extent. The effect is continually to increase the amount of

State cirrency, withaut any means, exeept the partial sales
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of pubhc lands, of retiri mg auy portion of the' same,  Tthink

" it will. be achmtted that a system like this is not - compatlble o
~ with-the interests of the State and not.st all necessary to
sustain the credit of the Confederate Government. It wonld .

be much hetter for thé State to appropuate this amount to
be paid absolutely or-loaned to the Confederate Government,

than to continue the evils arising from the two currencies in e

the management of the finances of the. State. The conse-

‘quence of these causes is, that although the'debt of the State-

jis not lar ge and the security ample, the currency of the

State, Wluch is to be redéemed and, must be - redeemed in -
- gold or its equivalent, is very greatly deprema.ted making,

stlll larger ‘expenditures necessary and constantly increasing
the public debt. I would therefore r ecommend.to the Gen—
eral Asserhbly ohe of two measures in regard to this subject;

either to make the Treasury notes to be hereaftel issued by'
the State redeemable in Confederate currency, or to receive.

no ‘otheér but State Treasury notes in' payment of State Tax-

es. Itis not my purpose to recommend ‘any measure ‘that "
would tend to depreciate or discredit the Confederate ¢urren |

cy;nor do I think that either of the m easures proposed-would
hgve this effect. ~ Other States of the Confeder: acy have bas-

ed their financial pohcy on one or the other of these plans,

and the Confederate’ Govel nment itselfonly receives its own

"notes in the payment of Confederate taxes.: It is expected’

that the State of Florida will attend to het own interests in

this atter. - It is'the duty of her Government to do'so.- Tt"
. is'mot cousidered necessar y to identify the credit- of otir-
- Btatein its Whole finaneial policy’ with that of the Oonfede-
tate Statés iri a nianner erntirely different from that® of s any -
other State in the, Confedéeracy. I am satisfied that Eome -
other pohcv should he adopted better calenlated to produce -
" harmony in our financial plan and to establish definitely ol

systein of 1ecelptq and. dlSDl‘llS@lllentb, that the State may ncs

pay out-one currency. and: 1ecewehm duea in another. -"I
think- that no inconvenience can arise to tax- p.q ers from the
adoption of such asystem.  There is amplv Mtﬁlm@nb qfatc
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'cuuency extant to enable every tax—payei‘ to obtain enough.

~ for the payment of all State taxes. Although the law of

the State posﬂ:wely fixes no specified currency in which our
taxes shall be paid, other than specie or our own Treasury
notes, yet the regolutions of the General - Assembly in rela-
tion to Confederate Currency have been of such & character
a8 to amount to an authorization of the receipt of this cur-
rency by the State and a condemnation of itsrefysal. Under

““these c1rcumsta.nces T concnrred with the Treasurer in his

view in regard to the receiving of Confederate Treasury notes_ :

- in the.payment of all public dues.

You are referred to thé reports - of the. Comptroller and

Tr reasurer for imformation relatlve to the revenue and ex-

pendltures for the past yea,r

B

TAXES.

In connection with the above-mentioned subject, allow me
todirect your attention to the propriety of increasing the
taxes, at least to a certain extent. The taxes remain the.

same that they were at the commencement of the war, one-
sixth of one per cent., yiplding a revenue estimated, the last

fiscal year, at $138,103, while the . expendltures of the
State for the same time. was $508 676. The present tax

. being intended merely to meet the expenseés of the gqvern-

ment in time of peace, furnishes but a small part of the ex-
penses that are now necessary on account of the war, It has.
been thought desirable, in consideration of the Iarge Con-
federate taxes, to avoid, if possible, the 1mposlt10n of an in-

. creaged State tax, and thls to a certain extent, is correct pol-

icy. The eredit of the State should be used, as it hak been,
to sustain the expenges of the war in part. In order, how-.
ever; to sustain that-credit and make it continue available for
this purpose, it must notbe strained beyond a certain reason-

~ able extent. The credit of the State will be much more
available when if is understood that she does not rely upon

that cr edlt almost entirely fog her expendxtures. I think
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good policy 1equnes th‘i.f, the income of the btate be some-
what increased, if not in proportion to the. mcx ease of ex-
penditures,, at least to a sufficient éxtent to’ prevent our debt .
from becoming large enough to impair credit or further de-
preciate the currency. The present tax is, I believe, smaller
tllan that of any other State in the Confederacy, and might
be doubled without inconvenience to our people. The tax.
which thcy would thus at this timé be, required to pay wounld';-
not only appreciate the value of ‘the money in which the

State pays her dues, but would thus have a double effect to
~ prevent the accumulation of a large debt and the necessity

for heavy future taxation, when the debt of the State may be
‘held or accumulated by comparatively a few persons, wWhe
having acquired it at a time of ‘depreciation, will reap most
«©f the benefit of a mistaken policy in regard to taxation and
finances at this time. That fepagnance on the part of leg--
islators in-popular governments to'increase taxation should
not be indulged at the expense of sound policy and the pub-
lic credit. That people is not intelligent enough to be free -
who ¢annot perceive the necessities and are not willing to
submit to the burthens that the preservatlon and proper ad-
ministration of their government réquire. Our people, I am
sagsfied, will cheerfully respond to the mcrea.sed demand on
their means for the necessary support. of their government,
even although suffering under the pressure of the tirhes. .
I would further suggest, that the General Assembly take

- into consideration'the propriety of changlncr the mede of as-

sessing taxes on slavés from the ad volorem to a specifie tax.
The cuZ valorem system, although theoretically the best and
‘host Just manner of taxation, cannot be made a.ppheable to
this specles of property, being \1mpractlcable in assessment.
The same objection, it is true, ‘will apply equally to some:
other species of property ; but as ’slaves constitute a.la.rge
portlon of the taxable property in the State, and is a. gpecies
‘of property of a peculiar character, I think the objection to
the ad valorem system’as. apphca.ble to them is more forcible
th'm to other ohjects of taxation. Taxes, as at- present ag-

4
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sessed, are not the same throughou t the State, the Commis-
sioners of the several. connties fixing different values on
slaves and other objects of taxation. This js contrary to the
letter and spirit of the:C'onstitlition, and shows the praetical
impossibility of assessing an ad valorem tax with any justice
oruniformity on certain kinds ofproperty. T thinkit will be
found that & specific tax on certain prineipal subjects of tax-
* ation is more just, practical and in conformity with the in-
tention of the Constitution. : ‘

-

.. PUBLIC LANDS. .

o Lo C . . . .o L F X
'The Public Lands . belonging to_the Staté,a.mounfing to
about thirteen millions of acres, -have been pledged for the
redemption of the State Treasury Notes, for which alone they
" can besold. , The policy adopted by the Convention and the
Legislature in regard to the sale of these lands, though it may
have been proper at the time when the existing laws on the
subject were passed, should not, I think, owing to the pecu:
liar condition of affairs, be continued. . As the currency is
depreciated and the price of the lands low, they-are liable to
be entered largely by persons, not for the Purposé of settle-
ment or caltivation, but merely as an investment or for spec-
u®ion. A great many of the citizens of the State, who are
the actial ciltivators of the soil, are absent in the military
service,  and unable to ‘attend to their affairs at home, the
purchase of lands or the increase of their farms. Under
these circumstances, the best lands in the State are liable

to fall into the hands of persons, many of thém citizens of -
‘other States, wha do not, purchase. them  for cultivation

and improvement, and the abseng Soldiers deprived of the
opportunity. of purchasing homesteads from the |State o
their return from the ‘war. This is unjust and unwise, and
the impolicy of the system is aggravated by the fact that the
purchasers of these lands can obtain them at their legal price
with currency that they in most -instances only received at
a great depreeiation. As the revil ‘of this system becomes
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every day more apparent, I would suggest that you consider
whether or not a suspension of the sale of these lands would

. be advisable until the terminatiof of the war ; but little in- "

convenience can arise to citizens from such a com"se, and,
think, upon due consideration, the policy of such, a Measurg
will appear. . If, however, it bé not deemed advisable to stop-
the:sale of these lands altogether, I think it beyond question
that, their price shonld be mcleased . Notwithstanding the-

" ample security of our Treasury Notes and the comparative-

sinallness of oar debt, these Notes. are depreciated so that-

'those who receive them for purchases made by the State only

take them five or ten. times less than their face value. Un-
der these circumstances, the State must protect her inter ests

- and take care of the security of her pubhc debt.. -Landis a-

species of property- that has not depremated in va.lue rela-
tively to other proper ty, and there is no reason whv the State:
should sell her lands for less than the reasonable market value

. of such. lands, if they were puvate property.. If the chief o

purchasers were settlers or soldiers, this principle might not

apply, but there is no partleulal reason at present why those :
‘who are the pmchasem of - these lands - should get them for"
one-tenth of their real value relatively to.other lands of the.

-same kind.. The debt of the: State, for which these lands
are pledged has been 1ncurred 1)1mc1pa,lly in the sacred duty . .

of aiding in the support of soldiers’ families, and I ‘think
there is no reason why the State should not démand for them

. the highest price compatible with .sound policy and justice.

It will readily occur to you, that in case hostilities shounld
terminate; or the prospect should appear of a near approach

- of peace and the. final and nnquestionablg establishment. of

our rights as a sovereign State over this domain, that the
sale of lands would crreatly and immediately increase, and at
the present rate the most valuable lands would be. bought
up by- persons not designing to occupy or settle j;hem

SOLDIERS FAMILIES,

The Genéral Assembly,‘_by ,“:ﬁu- act for the relief of sol.
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diers’ families,” incurred the charge of assisting the families
of soldiers who needed aid, designing thereby to prevent
“distress. amongst those who8e husbands, fathers or sons were
in the service of their country, and directed the Governor to
disburse the fiind that was appropriated to this purpose “ac-
cording to his knowledge of their several necessities, the price’
of provisions, clothing and supplies.” Tt will be seen that
the most difficult part of the execution of this inténtion of '
the Legislature to, relieve soldiers’ families was that discrimi-
nation in regard to -the necessities of counties and even of
individuals thit was necessary to make the amount most
available for the purposé for which it was appropriated: To
ascertain the actual and comparative wants of. counties and
families, even imperféctly, is a matter of great difficulty.
I have, however, endeavored to make a distribution of this
fund in such propertions as from the data before me seemed
to be the most just and' expedient.  The county officers
‘have generally discharged their duties under the act more
promptly and efficiently during the past year than the year
previous. :Onlytwo counties have made reportshow and
in what manner the amount received by them has been
experided. The reports from the Judges of Probate have
been-defective in not furnishing or giving an estimateof the
price of provisions, clothing' and supplies, which is'a very -
material point in regulating a distribution under theact snd
in arriving at a proper conclusion as to the necessities of the
several:counties. It has mot been possible to'do so during:
the past-year, and, to obviate the difficulty, a portion of the"
fund has been reserved to-meet the wants of counties where
the distributions, as made, did not, owing to the high prices
and extravagant cost of ‘transportation, give them an equak
proportion:of benefit with those counties where prices were
lower and transportation less. - - '

I think the efficiency of this act for the relief of those .
entitled to receive its benefits might be materially increased
by an am.e,ndment providing for a general agent, whose duty
1t would he to visit all the counties, examine the returne,

.
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confer with the J udgcb of Plobate and County Comnnssxon—
ers and ascertain the wants of the counties, the prices of
. provisions, &e., to make purchases and to be at all times
subject to my control -and removable - for meﬁimency or
neglect. This akent should of course, receive a suitable
~ compensation:-and traveling espenses. It is unreasonable to
A expect the county officers to bear the heavy expenses of a -
; ' journey to the capital to receive the fund ‘due to the coun-
ties and.the expense.is almost invariably paid out of the
amount to be distributed to the countles Some of the,
_counties have received mo relief, owing to the {nability of’
" ‘the Judges of Probate or other officers to leave home in the
' disturbed and ynsettled condition of affairs in their counties -
This difficulty could be obviated by the appointment of a
o-eneral ageht who could place funds at a point near to and
, -xccesmble to them. These advantages are obvious from the
3 method proposed. Nor can the expense of such an agent
be an objection, for, as Defore mentioned, the, expenses
inctrred by county ofﬁcels in coming to ‘receive their fands
must exceed the cost of a single dgent appointed for that.
purpose Besides, T am satisfied that the increased know-.
" ledge which such a plan weuld give of the affairs of the sev-
eral counties in this particular would. not only promote a
_ more just distribution of the fund, but would actually save
‘a considerable amount to the State
In addition to this prdvision for a general agent I would
recommend that the. countv officers be 1equ1red to make re-
ports qra.rteﬂy of their pr oceedmgs and of the distribution
- of the funds entrusted to them, and that authority "be | given
y to withhold all payments under the act to any county, the
' officers of which have not made the report and returns ve-
' . quued by law until sueh time as they comply with its: pro-
- visions and requirements. - This would stimulate county of-
ficers to a more perfect and pr ompt discharge of their duties
- in this respect. With 1;hese amendments, the law as it now
4 _
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stands is,; perhaps, ag effective as, under the circumstances,
" 'it can be made. : _
The accompanying report of my Private Secretary will
. inform you of details on this subject. The number of fami-
‘\b’ . - lies reported as eatitled to relief under the provisions of the

act is 3,633, comprising 13,248 persons. The fund for-this
i . purpose was more than sufficient. The aggregate amount
[ ’]"{ v : Paid out to the respective counties up to the 16th instant is
."" $290,441.90, and there has been paid for salt for distribu--
e tion $21,001.50. In mdst countiés the amount paid them
‘has beert sufficient to meet their wants for the ensuing year.
In some counties, owing to their peculiar situation, further’
-y payments will be necessary. Three counties have received
1o relief, owing to the difficulty of obtaining information
. concerning them, and the almost impossibility of conveying
money to them. It is estimated that for the ensuing year
, " a much smaller appropriation than that made for the past
{-' . yéar will, added to the unexpended balance of the appro-.
-u,;" priation of Deo. 3, 1863, be sufficient for the- relief of ‘all
i "+ who require assistance. ¢ .
i

' SPECULATION AND EXTORTION. .
. I am inclined to the belief that the most efficient remedy
L ‘to prevent speculation and extortion upon the necessaries of
i  life, during the existing war, would be for the several State
4 , Ldyislatures (which they have the constitutional right to do) -
i|; | ' -to establish by law mazimgum prices, and to require as a tax

Ly : the excess of prices received, and such excess to be applied

it to the suppert of all indigent families, especially the fami-
X - lies of those who are in military service: Would not such
i . legislation on the part of the several States supercede the
~ necessity of having commissioners to regulate prices, and
I ' to a great extent dispose of the necessity for impressments,
) be more equitable and satisfactory to the citizens of the
':Ii!!l States, and “curtail Jargely the expenses of the Confederate
™ o government ? :
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. EDUCATION .OF SOLDIERS CHILDRT‘N

I would recommend that the General Asgembly take mto
consideration the propriety of making some provision for
the education of the orphan childlen of deceased soldiers.
Argument is entirely unnecessary to Show the duty and the
policy of the State in this respect. Itis a subject that ap-
peals to the hedrt as well as the head, and is suggested by
that wisdomt which teaches us that it is good policy to obey
the ‘nobler’ impulses of our nature. A large number of
children in our State have been, by the cruel hand of war, -
deprived of their fathers, brothers and other matural pro-
tectors.. They have been, in many instances, left destitute
or in very needy circumstances. Many of them have not

the oppmtunlty or the means of receiving that instruction
which is necessary to make them . intelligent citizens, and
Whu,h they are entitled to by every pr1nc1p1e of _]ustlce and
pnbhc policy. The brave men that have given their lives
for their .country are not only entitied to the gratitude of
that country, but have purchased the right that their child-

~ren shall be taught, to read the history of their glorions

struggle and achlevnments The duty of .the State, in this

S espect is perfectly obvious ; the only subject for considera-

tion is the means and method by which it should be carried
out. ~ On this subject, I am not prépared to make any defi- |
nite recommendation at this time. " The wisdom of the
General Assembly can probably devise some method by
which this greatpublic duty can be effectually discharged.
An or phm of, this war has claims upon the State that no
consider atlg’n of convenience or economy can put off or deny.

CLOTHING FOR TROOPS.

. The apfilopliat}on for clothing for Florida troops in flle
Oontedera,te service, made last year, has not been all expend-

~ ed, but the contract for cloth now being filled and the ex.

penses incident to making up the clothing will exhaust the
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. bal'—mce of it. ' The balance will be sufficient to meet the ex-

isting contract and the expenses referred to. Clothing is
now being made up as rapidly as possible, and as fast as ‘the
cloth is recelved from the factory. The report of the Qnar-
termaster General will inform you how the clothmg has been
distributed. . . :

" In the preparation of these clothes I have 1ece1ved mate-
rial assistance from the ladies, who in this, as in every other
matter that has the good of their country for its object, have .
‘exhibited that patriotism, industry and devotion to the pub-
lic cause that they liave shown from the commencement of
this war.. The experience of the past has, however, satisfied

- me that it is expedient to leave the olothmg of the troops al- -

most entirely to the Confederate Government which has un-
dertaken this business.: The Confede1 ate Government hav-
ing made extensive arrangements for this purpose, can effect
it, at less expense and with much better materials than the
State; and that government being entirely responSIble for-
the dothmo' of the soldiers, there is ‘no uncertainty as to the
source from whence they are to eq)ect supplies and no valid
excuse for neglect or failure in this respect. Noarrarigement

can be made by the State for the purchase and manufacture ..

of the clothing-desighed for our soldiers, which will ensure a
certainty of supply. And as it is not contemphted to-sup-
ply all of them, partiality cannot be avoided. .1 do not ap-
prehend any actnal destitution amongst our Florida soldierg
in this respect. A fund might be properly -appropriated
however, to meet contingencies and to be used only in case
of necessny and f01 specnl occaslons and c1rchmstances

CARDS.
!

. You are referred to the report of the Quartermaster Gen-

eral for information in regard to the expenditure of the’ ap—,

propriation for the pur chabe and distribution of cotton cards.
The cards that have heen pulchased could- probably have

been. obtained at a lower price had I been authorized by the

- g s e



S - eg

Iaw to make arrangements for purchasing them abroad  This.

1 did not tHink myself warranted in doing. ¥ would recom-
mend that discretion be allowed in this respect, if an appro-
priation shall be made for the purchase and distribution -of
cards or clothing for soldiers for the ensning year.

SALT.

~ Having ascertained the great convenience and advantage

- of contracting for the purchase of salt to be bought in quan-
tity by the State for the use of soldiers’ families, I devoted a -

portion of the amount appropriated for the relief of soldiers”

families to the purchase of salt, which has-been distributed

in lieu of the money which would have been expended for
its purchase by families at a much-greater price, than that

_for which it was obtained. This method has operated well,
“.and ' I would. recommend that a speecific appropriation be',

made for the purchase of salt for distribution to those coun-

' tles where it is most dlfﬁcult to be obt'uned and mest costly .

'

IOSPTITALS.:

The circumstances of the war have rendered the State
Hospitals  which were éstablished for-the particular use of

“ithe troops from this State no longer necessary, and they have
been discontinued. At Richmond, however, one ward in’
the Howard - Girove Iospital has been specially assigned .to . -

Floridians and i isunder the charge and efficient man agement
of Mrs. M. M. R eid, who there continues her WOI‘lx of mercy

.and: nsefulness’ Tlus ward is desmnated the' Florida Hos-
pital, and T’ recommend a speclal appropuatmn fm its ben- .

efit.

In place of ageneral appl opriation for hosp1ta1s Ithmk it
would be better if provision was made,and a fund s appropri-
ated for relief socicties, to be furnished them at discretion

and to be applied to the relief and assistance of our sick,

wounded and. needy soldiers in all parts of the Confederacy
Tam satwhed that the patriotic men who have ‘and will un-

e e
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" dertake the sacred duty of attending our sick and wounded:

soldiers can expend to great advantage any:sune that the

- State may deem it proper to devote to'this purpose. -

DISTILLERIES.

In my last annual message I took occasion to show the
_ propriety of entirely suppressing and prohibiting the distil-
latien of spirituous liquors in this State. bmce that time
'my opinion in regard to the matter has been confirmed. I
believe that the entiré and absblute. prohibition of all distil-
leries in- the State is necessary to prevent a great evil. - There
has been some difficulty in- applying the law, asit now ex-
ists, to the entire suppression of distillation of liquor. I have
not hesitated to construg'the law in such manner as I deemed
the interest of ‘the State and of the people reqnired. I re--
gard the licensing of particular contractors to distil spirits
as’ & measure fraught with much evil. This construction
of the law, go far from operating to prevent unlawful distil-
. lation, only operates to effect a gross monopoly by which
those who are. favored with contracts by the. Confederate
» Government make.Jarge profits by distilling into vile whis-
key the bread that should feed the people. I am informed
that in no instance in this State has the contract with the
_Government been fulfilled by any distiller. These persons
find it more profitable to dispose of their condemned liquor
to private persons than to comply with their engagements
with the Gévernment. It is useless to endeavor to search
out these persons through the various devices.by which they
evade the law. Nothing but positive prohibition ean pre-
vent these frauds. = This policy I have adopted. Any other
construction of the law would render it totally inefficient.
So satisfied am I of the abuses practiced under the system of

~ licensing contlactms that I would prefer to see all laws

agams(: distillation 1epealed outright rather than that an
- iniquitous monopoly of the profits of this damaging business
should continue. I am aware that the power of the State

‘
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to prohibit her citizens from contr acting witl: the (/onfede—
rate Governement and fulfilling their contracts with that Gov-
ernment has been questioned, and that it is represented that
there is a necessity for spirits for-the medical department of
the service. I apprehend, however, that the Ceonfederate
‘Government can adopt a means of supply more compatible

. with the morals and support of our people than this, and F
-am sure there could be no other mieans resorted to obtain

this. article for medical purposes that could be more dll-
1tory and less satisfactory. :

.REI_’ORTS ‘OF - HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

)

The Reports of the Comptroller, Treasurer, Register of
Public Lands and Attorney General are herewith submitted.

. The facts and suggestions contained in _them will be found

interesting and will materially assist you in leglslatmg upon
the subjects to which they refer. :

Your attention is respectfully invited to the annexed Res-
olutions, adopted at a meeting of the Governors of several
of the Confederate States, held at Augusta, Georgm, in Oc-

- tober last.

Since the secession of the State and the commencement
of the war, the extraordinary circumstances of the country
have renderéd unusual and ‘unprecedented legislation neces-

. sary, such as hag been, in many instances, difficult of practical
- application, and execution. It is, however, a subject of con-’

gratulation, that in the progress of a conflict in which every

fibre of the body politic has been shaken to its foundation,

in a country surrounded by dangers of the. greatest magni-
tude and exigencies of the most pressing character, the su-
permacy of the law has been mamtamed throughout all parts

- of the State not occupied by the enemy. “This is the surest

evidence of the eapacity of a people for- the enjoyment of

"freedom and constitutional liberty ; for lawlessless is the in-

evitable road to despotism. The preservation of our insti-
tutions of government is a bright harbinger of success in the
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l|.’ ' establishment of our liberties. Nor is there anything i the
,l present aspect of the affairs of the Confederate States that

i

il
Hil
i

shonld cause us to doubt the triumph of our arms and the

| ;

i glorious termination of this® great contest. It is trae that .

‘ the enemy have penetrated our country in some parts; that-

H ~ they have inflicted inmense sufferings on our people ; that

i - they haveslain many of our noblest citizens and have deso-

A ©lated their path with fire and sword. It is also trme that

i théy now threaten us with large armies ‘and seem still to
cherish the hope of our destruction. But this they can nev-
“er accomplish. Our armies confront them wherever they
appear. They lave defeated them on almost every battle
field, and we have reason to believe that our foe can never
again make as formidable efforts as he has heretofore made.
He has not the men, the money or the credit to do it. Our
armies, althotgh diminished by the war, are comparatively su-

. perior to those of the enemy—superior in discipline, in cour-
age, in endurance and in the inspiring consciousness of a
great and holy cause. Heaven has mercifully blessed us
with good crop, sufficient to supply the necessities and sus-
tain the life of the country, if properly used. The adminis-
tration of the Confederate Government has caused a well-
placed reliancein thehearts of the people that the best usewill
be made of the public resources for defence. The President

~. of the Confederate ‘States deserves and receives the confi-

~ dence of the great. mass of lis fellow-citizens. His lofty
character, noble virtues and great abilities qualify him for
a position surrounded by difficulties of an unparalleled kind,
‘and to be the leader in a great revolution ; nor can the ef-

" forts of his enemies, public or private, shake him *from the
eminence that he holds so gloriously for himself and so for.

© trnately for his country United in the support of their
‘Government and the defence of their rights and country, the
people of the Confederate States cannot be conquered. The
various events and causes by which the secession of these -
States and this-great conflict were Dbrought to pass’show

1
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that God designed it thus to be. In Him, therefore, let us
put our trust, and commend our selves to hig favor and mer-

cy, that he may give us streno'th in arms' and inspire ns with
wisdom.in council and in Ieglslatlon that we may be enabled_’
- to accomplish the great destiny to whlch our people and

country are called.
~ Ihaye the honor to be, respectfu]ly,
Youl fellow-citizen,
P - - . JOHN MILTON,

Governor of Florida.

Which was read

Mr. Hogue moved that tiwo hiundred copies of the Governor sTaes-'

sage and accompanying documents be printed for the use of the Sen-
ate.
Adopted.-

Mr. Hogue moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 1nstructed to’

procare staticrery.and other necessary-articles for the use of the

- Senste, and that he bé instructed to procure one-half ream of fools-
cap paper from Mr. Hugh A. Corley; «
" Mr. Holland moved to amend by adding, And that he- have thc .

necessary arrangements made to have postage paid on the public
Which was lost. ’
The motion was adopted
Mr. Hogue gave notice that at somé future day he would asL :
leave to introduce tha following bills:
A bill'to_be'entitled An Act to create special tribunals for the tri-
al of capital oﬁ'ences comrititted by slaves, free negroes and m‘hla.t
toes.

5
- ¥

A bill to'be entitled An Act to ploude for taknw the census of '-

1865.

The comntiittee appomted to invite some minister of the Gospc' o’
act as Chaplain;, :

" REP'ORT- :

That they have secured the services of the Rév. E. L T. l)lake
D. P. HOGUE Ch'n,
Received and concuired in.

Mr. Holland gove notice that at some fature J&y he- would nsL .

5

.
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leave to intreduce a Dill, to be entitled An act in relation to estates
in this State. . : . _ . .

Mr. Hopkins gave notice that at some future day he would intro- -
duce & Dbill, to be entitled An Act for the ‘protection of the citizens.
of Florida. - R _ : - ‘

Mr. Arnow moved that a committee of three be appointed to
make the necessary arrangements for the printing of the Senate ;

Which was adopted. '

» Thf( President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Arnow, Hogue .
and King,

Mr. Ht;gllana gave notice that at. some. future day he would ask
leave to introduce a bill to provide for -the expenses of the Circuit
Courts 'when held at Chainbers, o . .

The President appointed as a committee on the part of the Senate

~1o act with a like committee on the part of the House, to confer with
the Governor and Brig. Gen. Miller in reference to a bill for the or-
ganization of the Militia, Messrs, Holland, Scott and Russell of Jef-
ferson. o . B : i o

~ Mr. Hopkius presented the following resolution :

Resolved, That the House of Representatives be Jotified that the
Senate will be réady on to-morrow 4o enter into the election of offi-
cers required by this General Assembly, on joint ballot, at such
hour as the House may determine on; B .

Which was adppted. C . :

.. Mr, Hopkins présented joint resolution relative to adjournment ; -
‘Which wis adopted by the following vote : . : ,
Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Cooper, Duncan, Hopkins, King,

Scott and Vann—7,

Na:.ys—*—Messrs. Arnow, Hogue, Holland and Russell of Jefferson
—4, " ' . ' :

Ordered to be certified to the House of Representatives,

. The President announced the following standing committees for

the Senate : ; .

v  STANDING COMMITTEES,

O;;. the Judiciary. On Propositions and "Qrigvances,
Mesne, HOGUE, " Messts. DUNCAN,
HOLLAND, CLARY,
" VANN, ' KING, |
ARNOW, - JONES,

NORWOOD, S ROPER.
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On Military Affairs, On, Tz_h:a_tion and Revenue.

Messrs. COOPER, - - . Messts. VANN,
DUNCAN, | HOGUE,
HOLLAND, = PUSSELL of ]7t,h Dlst.%
CATER, _ . ROPER, .
KING. - . ARNOW
On the State of the Oommf)nwealth . OnElections.
. Messrs, SCOTT, ~ Mossrs. KING,

" ABERCROMBIE, ~  NORWOOD,
VANN, .- SCOTT, *
HOLLAND, ' HOPKINS ‘
RUSSELL of Jefferson. . DUNCAN.

On Uonfederate Relatzons _ On, Schools and C’olle_qes
Messrs ARNOW, Messrs COOPER,
SCOTT, i ‘ . CLARY, -
COOPER, ' : : DUNCAN-
HOLLAND, .. _JONES, .
« HOGUE. ' : ABERCROMBIE
. On Internal Improvements. On Enrollgd Bills.
Messrs. HOLLAND, - Messts. ARNOW,-
VANN, ) ‘ HOPKINS
"ARNOW, : RUSSELB of 17th B llst.
HOPKINS, . . KING, .
JONES. .- CATER.
. On Corporations. . On the Hrecutive Depdﬂmcnt.
Messrs. HOGUE, : Messrs HOPEINS,
: - KING, A ; - COOPER,
NORWOOD .~ CLARY, »
ROPER, ' e DUNCAN,
HOPKINS. - " JONE,
O'n Finance and Public Accounts.  On Publzc Lcmds
' Messrs, RUSSEL of Jeﬁ'crson Messrs HOLLAND
HOLLAND, . ° - KING,
SCOTT, . : ROPER,
(“LARY : ) HOPKINS, -
ABER(*ROMBIE RUSSELL of Jefferson. « -

" ety
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on Engrosse.d Bills. » « On Agriculture.

i1l . Messrs. VAN, -~ " Messts. ABERCROMBIE,
" " COOPHR, , VANN,
ROPER, . CATER,
DUNCAN,_ R PUSSELL of Jeﬂ'erson,
HOGUE. - SCOTT.

On motion, fifty copies were ordered to be printed. - :
The time for the adjournmentsof the Senate havmg arrived, the
President declared the Senate adjourned until 10 o'cleck to-morrow-
' morn:‘ng

N
¥

'THURSDAY, November 24, 1864.

. |||:='1'| A The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
: ".'lli . . The President in the chair.
- A quorum present. .
|| Prayer by Rev. E. L. T. Blake. .
‘ The ]oumal of yesterday was read and approved
.[ill-'{ ' ) - The President declared motions in order. .
i Il"!i’! Alc)xi?rdmg to previous notice, Mr. Hogue mtroduced the follow-
[ AET . ing bills
m{u“ ' : gA bill to be entitled, An act to éreate spec1al tmbunals for the
o v tridl of capltah oﬂ'ences committed by slaves, free. negroes and mu-
-~ lattoes;
. 'l!lllilll A Dbill to be entltled An act to p10v1de for taking the census of
T ® 1865;
‘l.“ q‘ Which were placed .among the orders of the day.
.'.]' .. According to previous notice, Mr. Holland presented
‘,‘|| i A bill to be éntitled, An act in relation to estates in this Sbate,
A i||‘l‘,,. : Which was placed among the orders of ‘the day. -
‘ il : According to previous notice, Mr. Hopkins presented
_ A bill to be entitled, An act for the protection of the citizens of .
.\'I me ) Florida;
‘ \ . Which. was placed among the orders of the day
Mr. Holland moved that so much of the Governor's Message as
ik - rvefers to the conditior of the Confederate States, be referred to the
h‘l\ it Committee on Confederate Relations; that poxtion on State de- -
|u,, ' _ fences, to the Committee on Military Affairs ; ; that portion on State
" . oﬂicers, to.the Committee on the slatc of the Commonwealth ; that
portion on Finances and Taxes, to the Committee on Taxatio_n and
Revenue ; that portion on Public Lands, to the Committee on Pub-




