
IJl -tablisl joint rules for the government of the General Assemibly;
Wllich was adopted.
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Hollallanl,

ii~ Rulssell 1and Ilopkins.
Mr. Bogne moved that a committee be appointed to inform tile

IIouse of Replresenlltatives that the Senate was organized and ready
} · ~for business.

Adopted.
The President appointed as saidl committee, Messrs. HIogpe,

Vann and Arnow. 
Mr. Cooper moved that a committee be appointed to unite with a

committee from' the House to inform the Governor that tihe Gene-
rl Assembly was organized and ready to receive any commulnica-

-v~~~~~~~~~~ , I r~~~~~tion ;
Which swas adopted.
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Cooper, IKing

and Scott.
On motion, the Senate adjourned until 11 o'clockl to-morrow

morning.

*

WEDNESDAY, November 23, 1864.

*t ~ The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the Chair.

')~ i fThe roll being called,
A quorum present.
The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approved.
Mr. F. L. Villepigue, Chief Secretary elect, came forward, and

was sworn in by Hon. E. J. Vann, Notary Public. 
A committee from the House appeared at the bar of the Senate,

and' informed the Senate that the House was organized and prepar-
ed for business.

The committee appointed on the part of the Senate to inform the
House that the Senate was organized and prepared for business, ap-
peared It the bar of the Senate and reported they had performed
their duty, and asked to be discharged.

Mr. Holland moved that a committee of three be appointed on
behalf of the Senate, and that the House of Representatives be re-
quested to appoint a like colnmittee to act with the committee of
the Senate as a joint.and select committee, who are authorized to

confer with the Governor and Brigs CGn, Milleri; comuanding the



Confederate forces in Florida, and report by bill for the organization
-i·~ *of the militia for the defence of the State.

Mr. Hopkins moved as-a substitute, The Military Committee of
the Senate and House be instructed to confer with the Governor on

/& ' such measures as may be deemed necessary for the public safety;
Which was lost.
The motion was adopted.
The committee appointed by the Senate to act with a like comn

mittee on the part of the House to- informn the Governor that the
General Assemnbly was organized and were ready to receive any
c ommunication, retired and returned and' reported they had'per'-
formnred their duty and were discharged.

The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Holland,
Vann and King.

The committee retired, and returned and reported they had pef-
formed their duty, and were 'dischargdd.

~I . The following message was received from the Governor;

- GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Excurvn DEPARTME-r -

Tallahassee, November 21, 1864.

F l ellow-Citizens of the Senate
and Houbse of Representatives:

Another year of war has been added to the history of oiur

j [ 'country since you' were last assembled, and yet no material'
change has taken place in the circumstances of the contest
in which we are engaged. I had hoped to congratulate you

'at this time on the return of' peace 'and the recognition df
the independence of the Confederate States; but our enemy,
instigated by pride, fanaticism, revenge and hate, still press
on in the' vain hope of accomplishing our subjugation and
nuin. In this contest, Fiorida has done her whole duty.
Her sons have been sent to all parts of the Confederacy,and
to her Roll'of Honor has been added manya precious names
since the year began. Her resolutces have been ponredfortlh
with an open hand, and to the extent of her capacity-she

2

. ~~~~~~~~~~II
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has by every means aided to sustain our glorious cause.   
Nor has out State escaped her full share of the miseries of 
war.   Our cities and towns have been occupied and sacked,  
our fields laid waste, our servants stolen and corrupted, our 
subsistence destroyed, our citizens killed, and the flaming 
roofs of their homes have lighted helpless women and children 
on the way to exile and destitution.  The footsteps of a  
remorseless foe have devastated some of the fairest portions 
of our State.  But the people of Florida have exhibited a  
spirit worthy of the cause and the country for which they 
suffer.  They have borne their afflictions with fortitude ;  
they have met the enemy with courage, and their indomitable  
resolution to maintain the rights and liberties of their  
country has never been shaken.  The enemy has not invaded  
our State with impunity, but have on almost every 
occasion met with a bloody chastisement.  In the east at 
Olustee, at Gainesville, and in numerous smaller engagements, 
they have been utterly defeated and severely punished, 
and at Marianna they have learnt how citizen soldiers 
can fight in defence of their homes. 
 It is but natural that the miseries of a contest so long and  
severe should produce in the hearts of all a desire for peace, 
and this, indeed, is the unanimous wish of the Southern 
people.  But as earnestly as we desire peace, a dishonorable 
peace is not for a moment contemplated.  The ignominy 
of such an event would be intolerable, rendering life itself 
a burthen and a curse.  The people of the Confederate 
States have asserted that independence to which they are  
entitled by every principle of right, human and divine, and 
to yield that right while resistance is possible, would be 
pusillanimous and base.  A peace that does not secure our  
independence would be an affliction at least as great as war  
itself.  Anything less that independence is subjugation, and 
would entail upon us our children social and political 
evils of the greatest magnitude.  The design or our enemies 
is far beyond the ordinary purposes of war; they aim to 
overthrow our whole social fabric and their character forbids 
 
  



the idea that they would show mercy to a subjugated people.
The reconstruction of the American Union, as it existed

under the Constitution of the United States, is now impos-
sible, under any circumstances that can be imagined.
That was a Union of consent. It was based upon a com-

to ipromise of the conflicting interests of widely. separated
States, and as long as the purposes and obligations of the
Constitution were observed by the States of the North, the
South, though her interests were continually suffering by
the union, steadfastly abided by its engagements. When
that compact which formed the Uuion was broken by our en-

I emies, the tie no longer existed, it had been severed by them,
and the Sontlh was left free to direct her own political
destiny. But our enemies, not satisfied with violating
thile Constitution, determined to compel us to submit to
their lawless government, and in the bonds of a hated
union to endure their loathsome embrace. To accom-
plish this nefarious design they have brought against us
vast armies, assisted by mechanical arts and armnns of the
greatest perfection, backed by immense resources. The
people of the- Conifederacy have successfully resisted every
effort of the enemy to subdue them. In this confict the
baseness, cruelty and peridy'of our foe have exceeded all
lrecedent,. they have developed a character so odious that
death would be perferable to reunion with-them. The men
| cho have slain our fathers, sons, and brothers, insulted our
women andravaged our country, cannot )e again unitedwith

* us1 byany tie under Heaven. It istreason against our co -
itry and against humanity to entertain such a thought. This

is the sentiment of all true Southern men. In all legisla-
tion, therefore, the consequences of this fixed determination
of the South should be kept ir mind, and nothing should be
omitted that can strengthen us in making good this great

I I· resolve.
There is but one way by which peace can be at-

tained, and that is a rec6gnition of the independeaed and
rights of the Cn-federate States by; the Goverment of the

. -~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.

U. .
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United States. This will only be done when' the people of
the North are fully satisfied that the subjugation of the
South and the re-establishment of the Union are impossible,
and they can only be satisfied of this fact by being beaten in

j a- - , the field. Some Southern statesmen, whose patriotism I do
l~i ~ -not question, have thought that other means, not incompat-
in.~ -ible with the interests and dignity of the Confederate States,
4 ' ,V might be adopted by whichl peace might be obtained. A

v ; it-S~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ Convention of the States North and South has been propos-
ed as a feasible plan, a means of arriving at a peacable settle-
ment of this controversy and stopping the further effusion
of blood. I think it will be found that any hopes based
upon such a policy as this. will prove to be utterly fallacious.
There could be no object for such a Convention, unless it
'was to compromise 'the questions involved in this contest.
The Confederate States have no compromise to 'offer or ac-
cept. They have but one desire-independence-and this
does not admit of degrees. If the Government and people of
the North are willing to recognize this, there is no necessity for
a Convention. If tliey are not, the Convention could do no
good. The treaty making poverofthe Confederate Gov-
ernment and the Government of the United States, as dele-

' I' * gated by sovereign States claiming to be independent, is am-
ply sufficient to arrange the terms of peace, when peace

1 sI ~hall be desired and determined upon by the Northern peo-
~' 6 pl4e. All irregular and questionable ways to peace should
l*~ - be regarded with disfavofr and suspicion. 'They create false

h3pes and false issues amongst our people, and are calcula-
ted to lower the tone of public sentiment in regard to the
great purpose of this strife. Nothing is further from me
than to condenin the honest exertions of any to pat an end
to this horrible war by an honorable peace, but I cannot con-
Ieive how it is possible to settle so simple a question as the
recognition of the Independence of the Confederate States by
thepomplications and discussions of a Convention of ques-
tionable authority and discordant eleinents. These reasons
are in addition to the great objection that, in order to eater
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sluch a Convenltion as this, thle- States 4niist again resumie the
rights and powers which they have delegated to-the Confede
rate Government, thereby destroying the bond of Southernl
unity in a common cause, to mnaintain whic11 so muchl blood
and treasure have been expended. It-is not to be s-uppose(l
that the people of the United States would consent to such
a Convention unless theyexpectecl to obtain some advanr-
tage thereby, and our experience of that pedple has estab-
lished the fact that, at least in regard to ourselves they con-
sider themselves bound.by no pledges and no principles'of
&onesty or-honor. Besides, the men who have deliberately
trampled upon the ancient and sacred Constitution of their
countryand violated the compacts made by our fathers would
hardly be bound by the pledges or. agreements made with
those who had humblecl their pride and taken away their
greatness, any longer than it wouldbe their intelrest to do so.
I regard, therefore, this project of a Convention of States as
a snare and a delusion. Let us make up our minds to the
stern conditions of the contest. We must place the enemy
in a position in which they will desire peace with us.; we
-rust meet and defeat their armies and the brigands whom

i A, they send to desolate our country; we must fully convince
them that it will be worse for them to continue this war
than to put an end to it3 and dispel the delusion that they
can subjugaye and make provinces and dependencies of these
Confederate States. When this is done, there-will: be no
difficulty about the method of arrivingat peace. Until itis
done, there canbe no peace. For thisreason every energy
of the Governiment and people of the Confederacy should be
bent upon the successful prosecution of the war, and every
private interest should be made subordinate to the public
welfare.I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

STATE .DEFENCES..

i ~ ~ The attention of the General Assembly has been fit-
quently, earnestly, and heretofore unsuccessfully, invited by



l~ :.F~~~ -' ' .14

, l* -me to the necessity for the enactment of laws requisite to
-' -* secure a proper military organization of all persons capable

( l ' ' of bearing'arms who are not iii tie military service of the
F ; * Confedeiate States. The condition of the State and country

are such as to induce me again to press upon your considera-
tion a matter so vital to the welfare and safety of our State

- and her citizens. Since the last session of the General
F ,; .Assembly the enemy has made repeated efforts to occupy

various sections of the State. They still occupy many por-
tions on our coast, and'are doubtless contemplating other
rAds and advances into the interior. The necessity for a
proper . organization of all the available strength of the
State is more imperative now than when I urged it hereto-
fore. I regard this as a subject of paramount consideration,
calling for your earnest and prompt action. In the progress
of the'war the time has arrived when every man in the

l - - State able to. bear arms must be placed in position for the
| I ~ defence of his country, his family and property. The State

has sent into the armies of the Confederacy all her able-
bodied men not engaged in necessary pursuits at home..

J' The majority of these have' gone to distant fields, where
~~i 'they have won imperishable renown for themselves and the

i .' State they have represented so gallantly, leaving but a small

~ ' ~proportion for the defence of Florida, who, although as
brave and gallant as their brothers in arms now serving in

~t ~ other parts of the Confederacy, are not sufficient for the
i!- proper defence of the State. The exigencies of the war

have rendered it necessary for the Confederate government
to rely, to a great degree, on the remaining population of
the State for support'and co-operation. Properly organized,
armed and equipped, the militia of the States has proved a
most important auxiliary 'in the public defence, and in our

li ~ own Statethis class of our troops, with imperfect organiza-
tion and indifferent arms, has, on the occasion of meeting

. '4 the enemy, fought like veterans. Suitable laws are, how-
ever, the only means by which a large. and important class
of our citizens can be put iln position to render military
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service in cases of emergency. The necessities of the
-country will not permit that every able-bodied man should

be sent permaneintly into the field. There are duties to be
performed and servides to be rendered at 'home, by persons
-occupied in various useful pursuits, which are as necessary
to 'the public defence as the army- itself- and without
W 1 hich it could not subsist a single day. Persons of'certain
occupations are necessarily exempted from service in the field.
By proper bnactments, these men' thus exempted can be made
available for temporary service, in case of necessity, with-
out materially interfering with their pursuits. Agriculture,
and the useful arts, and the operatiolns of the civil govern-
ment, need not be interrupted seriously by sich service.

The existing militia laws are totally impracticable, con-
flicting and impossible to be carried into effect. These laws
were adopted for an entirely different state of-circumstantes
firom those which now exist,and are altogether inapplicable in
the present condition of affairs. In order to render the
organization of the forces of the State. efficient; stringent

j; ~ provisions should be enacted to enfdrce obedienee to the law
h . .by both officers ahd men, and such penalties annexed to a

violation -or.neglepct of the law as will effectually compel
prompt compliance with all its'provisions. Any military
law, without sufficient penalties for disobedience, will'fail in
accomplishing the end proposed. The willing and patriotic
should pot be expebted 'to yield their cheerful service, even
'though it be temporary, while the indifferent and timid can
'vade it. - ' -

. The defence of the State and its protection from occupa-

>p ~ tion, devastation and pillage by the enemy having rendered
it necessary that our whole available force should be put in
condition and preparation to meet the threatened raids of
the enemy, I issued- a Proclamation on the 30th July last,

, · t ~ calling upon all the citizens of Florida capable of bearing
arms, regardless of age- or occupation, to organize into com-

panies, and directing the-enrollment and manner of organi-
r -, . --



1~~~~~~~~~~1 -

'V;VwS general anl cntlhusiastic throughout the entire State,
'With one iniptilse,-tle people met and organized into: com-
laiies, sone of lwhich have rendered valuable service, co
operating with the Confederate forces, and in response to
orders to march to points, threatened by the enemy. The
organization of infantry in MLiddlUe Florida being sufficient

4to form a regiment, they were so organized with the neces-
sary field officers. At the same time ordes welre issued for
the formation of a regiment of cavalry in East Florida, and
a battalion of cavalry in East, Middle 'and West Florida
respectively. Objections occurred that. indched me to
believe that, under the existing circumstances, the cavalry

-i ~ companies, acting independently, could render more efficient
service and prevent embarrassment. After the elections
were ordered, I was informed that the State troops would
not be. subsisted by the Confederate government, unless for
the time being mustered into the Confederate service, and
no legal provision had been made by.the State to subsist
such troops. As companies they could report to and be
placed under'the- ordeirs of a -captain of the Confedei'ate
army, as many of -them did in East Florida. As a regiment,

| I they could not properly have reported to an officer of this
| I rank, or any Confederate officer at that time in East Florida.

The cavalry companies in West and Middle Florida ex-
* pressed a preference to remain independent, I.therefore

j& caused the latter orders to be suspended. Circumstances
- l ;' |have, however, changed, and I recommend that a provision

be made authorizing their formation into battalions and
regiments.

In effecting the organization of these troops it was- neces-
sary. to depart somewhat from the letter of the existing
militia laws, which as before stated are impracticable to a
certain -extent. The spirit and intention of -the law, how-
ever, has, I think, beep carefully observed, and the spirit of
the people and the exigencies of the times did not admit of
legal scruples when the safety of the State and its citizens
Vwas ill hazard. If the conrie I have pursued meets your.
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sanction, I shall conclude that youi appreciate the earnest'
solicitude I feel for the safety and protection of Florida. The
accompanying Report of the Adjutant and Inspector General
will inform you of the number and locality of these organi-
zations. . As far as I can learn, the companies have efficient
officers, and, with' a proper military law, can be made still
more effective. I would recommend that, if consistent with
the views of the members of the General Assembly, the
present organization be. recognized' and continued, and that
a suitable law be ena6ted to make them efficient and to
require all persons -capable of bearing arms, and not in the
military service of the Coibfederate States, to unite with
some company of their respective counties for service in
cases of emergency.

STATE OFFICERS.

Since the session of'the last General Assembly the ene-
m y have captured, taken off and hold as prisoners the Hon.
Allen H. Bush, Judgb of the Western Judicial Circuit, the
lon. Jesse Norwoodj Senator, the Hon. Joseph B. Roulhac,
one of the Represenatives, and Wm. H. Kimbell, Esq., Sher-
iff of Jackson County, the Hon. William Jones, Senator
from Washington County, and several county officers in 'oth-
er parts of the State. Under existing-statutes, no provisions
of law exist to remedy the evils to the public- interests caus-
ed bry the absence of these officers., For the suitable reme-
dies to be provided under the' circumstances and -for 'ifor-
mation as to the amendments considered necessary to be
madeto existing laws, you are respectfully referred to the
able report of the Attorney General.

FINANCES.

When Florid& seceded from the United States, her Treas-
ury was empty. The system very property adopted had
been merely to raise by taxation an amount of revenue bare-
ly sufficient to. defray the current expenses of the Civil Gov.



unexpected and unpaialleied War iequired that the credit of
iI~ ~ the State should be used to meet the public expenditures;

It was found impracticable to raise means by the ordinary
method of loans sufficient for the increased expenditures ren-

l~ | ~dered necessary. The General Assembly, therefore, adopted
l~ { ~the system of issuing Treasury Notes'to defray the increas-liiilled expenses of the State, and the Convention by an irrepeala-

ble .ordinanto pledged the public lands of the State forfijl. the redemption -of these notes exciusively. The faith of
the- State and the public domain of The State are, there-!Il ~ fore, pledged for the redemption of these notes, dollar fordollar in specie. The amdunt of treasury notes .now in
,circulation is, aecording to the report of the treasurer,$1,103,622.07. This constitues the principal and only debtill, e-f thelState, except a.bond debt of $370,617. The ex-t( f~pi',enses .of the Government have been 'largely increasedI 8 l , by a depreciation in her Treasury Notes, svmpathizing

-i +9Sg with the Confederate currency, the depreciation of which hasbeen caused as much by acts'of questionable financial policyon the part of the Confederate Governmeut as .by the. redun-
dancyofthat currency itself. The StateofFloridahasreceived
Confederate Treasury Notes in all payment of taxes and for alla!Ii other 'public ,dues, except the purchase of the lands pledged

, Ijl ~for the redemptipn of our own Treasury Notes. The con-
sequence has been that while we'hllave paid out a largel i 1P~ -:amount of our notes, very few if aly of them come back to

l~I, {Ithe Treasury, except in the: purchase. of lands, almost alltaxes anmclall other public dues being Daid in Confederate.
currency. This-is owing' to the fact that tie currency of, ,| i -the'State is held at a small premium and for the purchase of

i- i i lands. Tihe present system amounts simply to the loan or¢ ,llJ endorsement each year to the Confederate Government of.Ii the amount of the revenue of the State, substituting our owln
}i A l , Treasury notes for those-of The Confederate States to thatextent. The effect is continually to inclrease the amoiunt of

State cirreley, withouit' any tncans, except the partial sales



of public lands, of retiring any portion of thesane. I think
it 'will be am~itted. that a system like this is not conipatible
with'the interests of the State, and' not~at all necessary to
sustain the credit of the Confederate Government. It would
be much better for the State to appropriate this amount to
be paid absolutely or-loaned to the Confederate Govetffient,
thaanUotb continue the 6Vils arising from the two currencies in
the management of the finances of the Stated The conse-
quenceof these causes is, that although the debt of the State
is not large and the security ample, the currency of the
State, which is to be redeemed and, must be redeemed in
gold or its -equivalent, is -very grertliy depreciated, making.
still larger'expenditures necessary 'and .constantly ihcreasing
the public debt. I would therefore rcoinrnendto the Geh-

eral Assehbly ohe of two measures in regard to this subject;
either to make the Treasury notes to be hereafter issued ty
the State redeemable in Confederate currency, or to receive
no othdr but State Treaisury notes in' payment of State Tax-
es. It is not my purpose to recommend any measure 'that'
would tend to depreciate or discredit the Confederate currenp'
cy; nor do I think that eithe~rof the it easures proposedwould'
hare this effect. Other States of the'Confederacy have bas-
ed their financial policy on one or the dther 6 these plans,
and the Confederate Government itself duly receives its own
notes in the payment of Confederate'taxes. : It is expected
that the State of Florida will attend to her own intercests in
this iAattfr. It is the duty &f her Government to do'so. It
is not considered necessary to identify the credit- of otir
Statein its whole financial policy. with that of' fle Confede-
tate States ini a manher entirely different from that" of any
other Sitate in the Confederacy. I amn satisfied that sonice

'\( '~' other policy should be adopted better calculated to produce:

harmony in our financial plan'and to establish 'definitely oin!
system of receipts and disbursements, that the State may:-'nct
pay out one curreiny and. receiv6e her dues an another. 
think: that no inconvenience can arise to tax-payyrs from the'
adoption of such a system. Thereis amply sufficient Staate



currelicy extaili to enabl e every ta -pziyeil to, obtain enougli
for the payment of all State taxes. Although the law pf
the State positively fixes no specified currency in which our

! i~i I -taxes shall be paid, other than specie or our own Treasury
notes, yet the reolutions of the General Assembly in rela-
tion to Confederate Currency have been of such a character
as to amount to an authorization of the receipt of this cur-
rency by the State and a condemnation. ofits refiwal. Under

'these circumstances, I condurred with the Treasurer in his
view in regard to the receiving of Confederate Treasury notes
in the payment of all public dues.

Yon are referred to the reports of the Comptroller and
bI ~ Treasarer for imformnationrelative to'the revenue and ex-

penditures for the past year.

TAXES.

In connection with the atove-mentioned subject, allow me
to-direct your attention to the propriety of increasing the
taxes, at least to a certain extent. The taxes remain the
same that they were at the commencement of the war, one-
sixth of one per cent., yipelding a revenue estimated, the last

I ij ' . fiscal. year; at $138,103, while the expenditures of the
State forthe same time.was $508A676. .The present tax

' !ii~ being intended merely to meet the expenses of the gqvern-
ment in time of peace, furnishes but a small part of the ex-

j 111 '#penses that are now necessary on accountofthewar. Ithas
been thought desirable, in consideration of the .large Con-
federate taxes, to avoid, if possible, the imposition of an in-

!!1, . creased State tax, and this, to a certain extent, is correct pol-
icy. The credit. of the State should be used, as it ha's been,

} 11! l to sustain the expenses of the war in part. In order, how-
ever, to sustain that-credit and nake it continue available for

| I All 'this purpose, it must not be strained beyond a certain reason-
able extent, The credit of the State will be'much more
available when if is understood that she does not rely ipn

' ~i, ~ that credit almost entirely foj her expenditures. Ithink
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good policy requires that the income of .tlle State be soime-
what increased, if not in proportion to the increase of cx-
penditure,.s at least to a sufficient extent to prevent our debt
from becoming large enongh.to impair credit or further de-
pyreciato the currency. The present tax is, I believe, smaller
tian that of any other State in the Confederacy, and might
be doubled without inconvenience to our people. The tax.
which they would thus at this timn6 be required to pay would
not only appreciate the value of the money in which the
State pays her dues, but would thus have a double effect to
prevent the accumulation of a large debt and the necessity
for henvy future taxation, when the debt of the State may be
held or accumulated by comparatively a few persons, who
having acquired it at a time of depreciation, will reap most
of the benefit of a mistaken policy in regard to taxation and
finances- at this time. - That repugnance on the part of leg-
islators in popular govetnments to increase taxation should
not be indulged at the expense of sound policy and the pub-
lic credit. That people is not intelligent enough to be free
who cannot perceive the necessities and are not willing to
submit to the burthens that the preservation and proper ad-
ministration of their government require. Our people, I ant
saisfied, will cheerfully respond to the increased demand on
their means for -the.necessary'support. of their government,
even althpugh iffering under the pressure of the times.

I would further suggest, that the General Assembly take
into considefatioat' the propriety of changing the mode of as-
.essing taxes on slaves from the ad'volorem to a speeifie tax.
The ad valoren system, although theoretically the best and
most just manner of taxation, cannot be made applicable to
this spe6ies of property, being impracticable in assessment.

.'a ' The same objection, it is true, will apply equally to some
other species of property; but as :slaves constitute a large

*B ~ portion of the taxable property in the State, and is a species
of property of a peculiar character, I think the objection-to
the ad valorerm system as-applicable to them is more forcible
than to other objects of taxation. T;axes, as 'at present as-.
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sesscd, are liot the' samne thr1o0ughout te.State, the Commis.siio'IIers o f the several. counties fisxing dcifferent values onslaves and other objects of taxation. This is contrary to the
letter and spirit of the Constitution, and shows the practical

.impossibility of assessing' an ad; valorern tax with any justice
(or uniformity on certain kinds of'prioperty. I think it will befound that a specific tax on certain principal subjects of tax-
ation is mdre just,'practichl and in conformity with the in-
tbiltion of the Constit utibil.

PUBLIC LANDS.

The Public Lands. belonging to tile State, amounng toabout thirteen millions of acres, bave been pledged for the
redemption of the State Treasury Notes, for which alone they
can be sold. -The policy adopted by~ the Convention and theLegislature in regard to the sale of these' lands, though it may

"II have been proper at the time when the existing laws oh thesubject were passedshud not, I think, owing to the pecu-liar condition of affairs, be continued.,, As the currency isJ-1 I gc wr psed holnot I . I i o. t t- eeI depeciated and the price of the lands low; they are liable to
be ehiteired largely by persons, not for the puypos6 of settle-ment or eultivatiod, but merely as an investment or for spec-
ultion. A great many of fie citizens of the State, who are.I~i the actual cultivators of the soil, ase absent in the militaryli' i/ feservice, and nnable to attend to their affairs at.homig, thepurchase of lands or the' increase of their farms. Under
these circumstances, the best lands in the State are liable
to fall into the hands of persons, many of thdm citizens of'Iii other States, -~hc do not iirehane them' for nltivatio
and improvement, and the abseng Aoldiers deprived of theopportunity. of purchasing homesteads from the State ontheii return from the war.. This is unjust and unwise, ahdthe impolicjr of the system i8 aggravated hy the fact tha
purchase rs of these lands ca• obtptin them at their legal pricewith currency that they in most instances only received at
' groat depreciation. As the .evil of this nlsteod beived
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every day niore apparent, I would suggest thait you consider
whethler or not a suspension of the sale cif these lands -Would
be advisable until the terminatioft of the war; but little in-
convenience can arise to citizens friom such a course, and, I
think, upon due consideration, the policy of such a measure
will appear . If, however, it bd not deemed advisable to stop-
the sale of these lands altogether, I think it beyond question
that their.price should be increased. .. Notwithstanding the

~* A 'ample security of our Treasury Notes and the comparative.
smallness of our. debt, these Notes are depreciated so that.
those who receive them for purchases made by the State only
take them five or tenitimes less than their face value.. Vn-
der these circumnstauces, the State must protect her interests
and take care of the security of her pablic debt. -Landis a'
species of property that has not depreciated in value rela
tively to other property, and there is no reason why the State.
should sell her lands for less than the reasonable market value
of such lands, if-they were private property. If the chief
purchasers were settlers or soldiers this principle might not

apply, but there is no partieulari reason at present why those
who are the piuchasers of- these lands should get them for'
one-tenth of their real .value relatively to other lands of the.

same kind.l The debt of the State, for which these lands
4 are pledged, has been incurred principally in the sacredduty

of aiding in the support of soldiers' families, and I 'think
there is no reason why the State should not ddmand for them
the highest pride compatible with. sound policy and justicel
It will readily occur to you, that in case hostilities should
terminate or the prospect should appear of a near approacli
of peace and the. final and unquestionabl% establishment of
our rights as a sovereign State over this domain, that the
sale of lands would greatly and immediately increase, and at

Ag ~ the present rate the most valuable lands would be bought
up by persons not designing to occupy or settle them.

SOLDIERS FAMILIES.

The General Assembly, by "an act for the relief of sol,
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'It' - diers' tailelies,'" incurred the charge of assisting tle families
Ill !1 ef soldiers who needed aid, designing thereby to prevent

distress amongst those who§e husbands, fathers or sons were
in the service of their country, and directed the Governor to

I -. ;' disburse the find that was appropriated to this purpose "'ac-
: Ail cording to his knowledge of their several necessities, the pricee

. of provisions, clothing and supplies." -It will be seen that
the most difficult part of the execution of this intention of

11:1 . the Legislature to relieve soldiers' families was that discrimi-
nation in regard to the necessities of counties and even of

- individuals that was necessalry to make the amount most
available for the purpose for which it was appropriated. To

!ij ' ascertain the actual and'comparative wants of. counties and
families, even imperfectly,. is a matter -of great difficulty.
I have, however, endeavoir'd to make a distribution of this
fund in such proportions as from the data before me seemed
to be the- most just and' expedient. ' The county officers

Iii, 'lhave generally discharged their duties under the act more
.I |.|promptly and. efficiently during the past year than the year

previous. Only two counties have: made reports'how and
'in what manner the amount received by them has been
expended. The reports from the Judges of Probate have

I , - 1been-idefective in not furnishing or giving an estimateof the
'IA,' price of provisions, clothing' and supplies, which' is a very

material point in regulating a distribution under the acet and!
, - al in arriving at a 'proper conclusion as to the necessities of the

i l·j several countiesi It has -not been possible to do so during-
the past year, and, to obviate the difficulty, a portion of the
fund has been reserved to-meet the wants of counties where
the distribuntions, as made, did not, owing to the high pricesIpll ~and extravagant cost of-transportation, give them an equal
proportion. of benefit with those counties where prices were
lower and transpotrtation less.,

I think the efficiency of this act for the relief of those
'h:- l entitled to receive its benefits might be materially increased
:II I by an amendment providing for a general agent, whose duty

it would be t& visit all the counties, examine the returns,
I''.
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confer witll the Judges of Probate and County C'omlmission-

err and ascertain the wants of the Counties, thedi ices of
.provisiols, &c., to make purchases and to be at all times
subject to my control and removable for inefficiency or
neglect. This aent should, of course, receive a suitable

compensation and traveling expenses. Itis unreasonable to
expect the county officers to bear the heavy expenses of a -
journey to the capital to reCeive' the fundcl cdue to the coiln-
ties and-the expense is almost invariably iaid out of the
amount to be 'distributed to the counties. Some of the4

counties have received no relief, owing to the inability of
'the Judges of Probate or other officers to leave home. in the
disturbed and unsettled condition of affairs in their comunties
This difficulty could be obviated by the appointment of a
general agent. who could place funds at a point near to aald
accessible to them. These advantages are obvious from the
mi ethod proposed. Nor can the expense of such an agent
be an objection, for, as before mentioned, the, expenses
inctrred by county officers in coming to receive their'funds
must exceed the cost of a single Agent appointed for that.

' purpose. Besides, I am satisfied that the increasedklinow-
ledge which such a plan would give of the affairs of the sev-
eral counties in this particular would not only promote a
more just distribution of the fund, but would aefuially save'
a considerable amount to the State.

In addition to this provision for a general agent, I would
recommend that the county officers be required to'make fe-
ports quarterly of their proceedings and of the distribution
of the funds entrasted to them; and that authority be given
to withhold all.payments under the act to any county, the
officers of which have not made the report and returns re-
; q(uired by law until such time as they comply with its 1'po-
visions and requirements. This would stimulate county of-

ficers to a more perfect and prompt discharge of their duties
in this respect. With these amendments, the law as it now'

4

F'
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stands is, perhaps, as effective as, under the circumstancegs
it can be made.

IIl ~ ll~lt - The accompanying report of my Private Sccretary will
l!|llS~ |inform you of details on this subject. Tie number of fami-
Il~ l lies reported as entitled to relief under the provisions of the

li'' Il act is 3,633, comprising 13,248 persons. The fund for-this
vK i ipurpose was more than sufficient. The aggregate amount

paid dut to the respective counties up to the 16th instant is
$290,441.90, and there has been paid for salt f6r distribu-
tion $21,001.50. In most counties the amount paid them

Ih ! ail has beelt sufficient to meet their wants for the ensuing year.ial~j aIn some connties, owing to their peculiar situations further.
i :It P paymients will be necessary. Three counties have received

no relief, owing to the difficulty of obtaining information
concerning them, and the almost impbssibility of conveying

l:II , jmoney to them. It is estimated that for the ensuing year
a much smaller appropriation than that made for the past

jii lI year will, added to the unexpended balance of the appro-
priation of Dec. 3, 1863, be sufficient for the relief of all
who require assistance.

II*~ Ii|lll~ SPECULATION AND EXTORTI6N.

1 .l~l 1I am inclined to the belief that the most efficient remedy
I lf` to prevent speculation and extortion upon the necessaries of

,7~ | life, during the existing war, would be for the several State
Ltislatures (which they have the constitutional right to do)

il !l .to establish by law maximum prices, and to require as a tax! 1 the excess of prices received, and such excess to be applied
!lbl- · to the suppert of all indigent families, especially the fami-iljj~l ilies of those who are in military service. Would not such

legislation on the part of the several States supercede the
necessity of-having commissioners to regulate prices, and
to a great extent dispose of the necessity for impressmients,

lA~ ~be more equitable and satisfactory to the citizens of the
- II * States, and curtaij largely the expenses of the Confederate
lF l govermneu t 
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EDUCATION OF SOLDIERS' CHILDREN.

I would recoummend that the General Assembly take into
consideration the propriety of malting some provision for

the education of the orphan children of deceased soldiers.
.,. Argument is entirely unnecessary to show the duty and the

' policy of' the State in this respeqt. It is a subject that ap-
i peals to the heart as well as the head, and is suggested by

that wisdom which teaches us that it is good policy to obey
the nobler' impulses of our nature. A large number of
children in our State have been, by the cruel hand of war,
deprived of their fathers, brothers and other natural pro-
jtectors. They have been, in many instances, left destitute
or in very needy circumstances. Many of them have not

the opportunity or the means of 'receiving that instruction
which is necessary to make them intelligent citizens, and
which they are entitled to by every principle of justice and
public policy. The brave men that have given their lives
for their country are not ,only entitled to the gratitude of
that country, but have purchased the right that their child-
ren shall be taught, to read the history of their glorious
struggle and achievements. The duty of.the State, in this
respect; is perfectly obvious; the only subject for considera-
tion is the means and method by which it should be carried
out. On this subject, I am not prepared to make any defi-
nite recommendation at this time.' The wisdom of the
General Assembly can probably devise some method by
which this great public duty can be effectually d.ischarged.
An orphan oft this war has claims upon the State that no
consideration of convenience or economy can put off or deny.

',(~~ ~ CLOTHING FOR TROOPS.
'I.

The appropriation for clothing for Florida troops in the
Confederate service, made last year, has not been all expend-
ed, but the contract f6r cloth now being filled, and the ex
ponses incident to making tp, the clothing will exhaust the

i~~ ~ _
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balance of it. The balauce will be sufficielnt to meet the ex-

1l istiig contract and the expenses referred to. Clothi is
now being made up as rapidly as possible, and as fast as the

II ~cloth is received firom the factory. The report of the Quar-

termnaster General w ill inform you how the clothing has been
Ii i l ~ distributed:

In the preparation of these clothes I have received mate-
rial assistance from the ladies, who in this, as in every other
mitter that has the good of their country for its object, have

-exhibited that patriotism, industry and devotion to the pub-
lie cause that they lave shown from the commencement of
this war. The experience of the past has, however, satisfied

| lt"ij me that it is expedient to leave the clothing of the troops al-
most entirely to the Confederate Government which has un-

Fl .1i|: dertaken this business.i The Confederate Government hav-
ing made extensive arrangements foi this purpose, can effect

rallys ~ it at less expense and with mach better materials than the
l iijil ~State; and that government being entirely responsible for

the, clothing of the soldiers, there is no ncertinty as to the
I 'j ; source from whence they are to expect supplies and no valid

excuse for neglectorfailureinthis fespect. Noarradgement
can be made by the State for the purchase and manufacture 

* 1 It~nJ of the clothing desighied for our soldiers, which will ensure a
.I' ' certainty of supply. And as it is not contemplated to slp-

ply all of them, partiality cannot be avoided. , do not ap-
iI' i - prehend any actual destitution amongst our Florida soldiersHl'!! ~ in this irespect. A fund might be properly -appropriated

. -l1 A however, tomeet contingencies and to be used only in case
* I'd' of necessity and for special occasions and circimstances.

OaRDS.

* II t, You are refei'ed to the report of the Quartermaster Gen-
eral for information in regard to the expenditure of the ap-
propriation for the purchase anld distribution of cotton cards.

Sil I ' The cards that have been ipurchased' could probably have
11 II~ ~ been obtained at a lower price adc I been authorized by the

!!
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law to m:ake arrangements for pnlleiasiig ther abroad This.
I did not tlhink myself warranted in doing. I would yecom-
mend that discretion Ibe allowed in this respect, if an appro- A

priation shall be made for the purclhase alnd distribution of
cards or clothing for soldiers for the ensuing year.

SALT.

Having ascertainled the great convenience and advantage
of contracting for the purchase of salt to be bought in quall-
tity by the State for the use of soldiers' families, I devoted-at flportion of the amount appropriated for the relief of soldiers'
families to the purchase of salt, which has been distribuited
in lieu of the money which would have been expended for
its purchase by families at a much greater price tlau that

-for which it was obtained. This method hats operated lell,
and I would, recommend that a specific appropriation be
made for the purchase of salt for distribution to those counn-
ties where it is most difficult to be obtained and most costly.

OSPITrrLS.

Iy ~ The circumstances of the -war have renderede the State
Hospitals which were established for the particular use of
the troops from this State no longer necessary, and they have
been discontinued. At Richmond, however, one wadi in
the Howarcd (Grbve Hospital has been specially assigned to'

; Floridians and is under the charge and efficient management
of Mrs. . M. .IReid, who there continues her work of mercy
and usefulness. lThis ward is designated the Florida Hos-
pital, and I' recommenl a special appropriatioh for its ben-
eIit.

In piace of a general appropriation for hospitals, I think it
wolldl be better if provision was made.ancl a fund appropri-
ated for relief societies, to be faumishecld them at diseretion
and to be applied to the relief and assistance of our sick,
wvonndecl and needy soldiers in all parts of the Confederacy.
I am satisfied that the patriotic men who have and will un j
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'dertake the sacred dluty of, attending our sick and woundec
soldiers can expend to great advantage anyrsulfl that the-

. Sate mnay deem it propeir to devote to'this purpose.,

DISTILLE¶ RIES.

In my last annual message I took occasion to show the
propriety of egtirely suppressing and prohibiting the distil-

.¼ | l lation of spirituons liquors in this State. Since that time-
my opinion in regard to the matter has been confirmed. I
believe that the entire and absolute. prohibition of all distil-
leries in the State is necessary to prevent a great evil. There
has 'been some difficulty in - applying the law, as it now ex-

u 1a,! ists, to the entire suppressionofdistillation of liquor. I have
not hesitated to construepthe law in such manner as I deemed
the interest of the State and of the people reqhired. ,I re-
gard the licensing of particular contractors to distil spirits
as' a measurefraught with much evil. This construction
of the law, so far fiom operating to prevent unlawful distil-
lation, only operates to effect a gross monopoly by Which-
those who are favored with contracts by the. Confederate
Government make. large profits by distilling into vile whis-

'AI,! 'key the bread that should feed the people. I am informed
that in no instance in this State has the contract with the

Government been fulfilled by any distiller. These persons
find it molre profitable- to dispose of their condemned liquor
to private persons than to comply with their engagements

ij' , with the Gdvcrnmient. It is nseless to endeavor to search
"IIl oout these persons throughi the various devicesbj, which they

evad the law. Nothing but positive prohibition can pre-
vent these frauds. This policy I have adopted. Any other
construction of the law would render it totally inefficicnt.
So satisfied am I of the abuses practiced under the system of
licensing contractors, that I would prefer to see all laws
against distillation repealed outright rather than that an
iniquitous monopoly of the profits of this damaging business
should continue. I am aware that tlhe power of the State

-' ~~' i1 . ' ' ' -



31

to prohibit her citizens from contractiig witt the Confede-
rate Govetnmeuit and fulfilling their contracts with that Gdv-
ernment has been q uestioned, and thatit is represented that
there is a necessity for spirits for-the medical department of
the service. I apprehend, however, that the Confederate
Government can adopt a means of supply more compatible
with the morafs and support of our people than this, and I
am sure there could be no other mealis resorted to obtain
this article for medical purposes that could be Inore dil-
itory and less satisfactory.

REPORTS OF HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

The Reports of the Comptroller, Treasurer, Register of
Public Lands and Attorney General are herewith submitted.
The facts and suggestions contained in them will be found
interesting and will materially assist you in legislating upon
the subjects to which they refer.

Your attention is respectfully invited to the annexed Res-
' olutions, adopted at a meetipg of the Governors of several

of the Confederate States, held at Augusta Georgia in Oc-
tober last.

Since the secession of the State and the commencement
of the war, the extraordinary circumstances of the country
have rendered unusual and unprecedented legislatioh neces-
sary, such as has been, in rany instances, difficultofpractical
application, and execution. It is, however, a subjectof con-
gratulation, that in the progress of a conflict in which every
fibre of the body politic has been shaken to its foundation,
in a country surrounded by dangers of the greatest inagni-
tude and exigencies of the most pressing character, the su-
permacy of the law has been maintained throughout all parts
of the State not occupied by the enemy. This is the surest
evidence of the capacity of a people for the enjoyment of

'freedom and constitutional liberty; for lawlessless is the in-
evitable road to despotismL The preservation of our insti-
* tutions of government is a bright harbinger of success in the
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Vji e~establishillelnt of our liberties. Nor is there ayltlilig i tltCe

. 1 i . preselt aspect of the affairs of the Confederate States that

I I - ! .shoulld cause uls to doubt the triumph of our anrs and the

ji| glorious termillnation- of this gtreat contest. It is true that
the enemly have penetrated our country in some parts; that-

they have inflicted itmense sufferings on our people; that

they lave slain uany of our noblest citizens and have deso-

lated their path with fire andl sword. It is also true that

i Ithey now threaten us vith large armies and seem sti -to

chelrish the hope of our destruition. But this they can nev-

er accomplish. Our armies confront them wherever they'
i il alppear. They have defeatecl them on almost every battle

field, and we have reason to J)elieve that our foe can never

igain inalke as formidable efforts as lie has heretofoie made.

"Uliji *He has not the minen, the money or the credit to do it. Our

Ifl ij~j armies, althodghl diminished by the war, are comparatively su-

1 | J perior to those of the enemy-superior in dcliscipline, in cour-

jlJ li| age, in endurance and in the inspiring consciousness of a

great and holy cause. Heaven has mercifully blessedus

li lllllwith good crops, sufficient to supply the necessities and sus-

tain the life of the country, if properly used. The adminis-

tration of the Confederate Government has caused a well-

placed reliance in thehearts of the people that thebestusewill

"IL"j ibe made of the public resources for defence. The President

LI~ ! -of the Colfederate States cleserves and receiyes the confi-

dence of the great mass of his fellow-citizens. Elis lofty

i ~ ~ ~cllaracter, noble virtues and grcat abilities qualify him for

a position surrounldel by difficulties of an unparalleled kind,

and to be the leader in a great revolution; nor can the ef-

''ifobts of his enenies, public or private, shake him from the
II eminence thlat he holds so gloriously for himself and so for

tinately for his contry: Unitecl in the support of their

,Governmnent and the defence of their rights and coultry, the

iiJ | lpeople of the Confederate States cannot be contluered. The 

various events andcl c.auses by which the secession of these

H1l~ 1lStates ard this great Conflict were brought to' pass.'show

I j'
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that God designed it thus to be. In Him, therefoie, let us
put our trust, and commend ourselves to his favor and mer-
cy, that le may give us strength in arms and inspire us with
wisdom-in council and in legislation, th5at we may be enabled
to accomplish the great destiny to which our people a nd
country are called.

I have the honor to be, respdctaflly,
Your fellow-citizen,

JOHN MVILTON
. ckovernor oF-idrida'.

Which was read.
Mr. Hogue meved that' tt6 hundred copies of the Gdvvernor's mes-'

sage aud accompanying documents be printed for the use of the Sen-
ate.

Adopted..
Mr. Hogue movtd that the' Sdrgeaht-at-Afsls be instructed. to'

ptdcnre statidnery and ether necessay articles for the use of the
Senate, and that he be instructed to procure one-half ream of fools-
cap paper from Mr. Hugh A. Corley;

Mr.. Hollandrnoted to amend by adding, And that he have the..
necessary arrangements made to have postage paid on the public
documents sent by the members. of the Senate;,

Which was lost.
The motion was adopted.
Mr. Hogue gave notice that at some future day he wouldask-;

leave to introduce thd following hills':
A bill to be' entitled An Act to create special tribunals for the tri-

al of capital offences comfimitted by slaves, free negroes and idlilat-
toes.

A bill tote entitled An Act to provide for taking the census of
1805. cm~tc

The committee appointed to invite some minister of the fiospel to'
act as Chaplain,

.REPORT;

That they have sedured the services of the Rdv. E. L. T. Mlake.
D. P. HOGUE, (h'n.

Received and concul-red in.
Mr, Holland gave notice th~t at Monte future Jay he would ask
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leave to introducle a bill, to be entitled An act in relation to estates
l 11i~ t in this State.

Mr. Hopkins gave notice that at some future day he would intro-
duce a bill, to be entitled An Act for the protection of the citizensof Florida.

Mr. Arnow moved that a committee of three be appointed toli L, ;make the necessary arrangements for the printing of the Sesate;
Which was adopted.
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Arnow, Roguej .;';' and Kling.
Mr. Holland kave notice that at some. future day he would askleave to introduce a bill to provide for -the expenses of the Circuit

'lIII'illConrts when held at Cha'mbers.
The President appointed as a committee on the part of the Senate11llill to act with a like committee on the part of the HJouse, to conferwithil0~ lw a lthe Governor and Brig. Gen. Miller in reference to a bill for the or-1 (' '7 ~ ganization of the hMilitia, Messrs. Holland, Scott and Russell ofJef-.pl A il! ferson.
Mr. Hopkins presented the following resolution:illV ~Resolved, That the House of Representatives be potified that the

Senate will be ready on to-morrow to enter into the election of offi-cerA required by this General Assembly, on joint ballot, at suchl ~i'j -hour as the House may determine on;
Whih was adopted.

!iii:! ~ Mr. Hopkins presented joint resolution relative to adjournment tWhich was adopted by the following vote:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Cooper, Duncan, Hopkins, King,

Scott -and Vann-7.
I i li' II -Nays-'Messrs. Arnow, Hogue, Holland and Russell of Jefferson

-4.'
qOrdered to be certified to the House of Representatives.
Thle President dnnounced the following standing committees forthe Senate:

Ad STANDING COMMITTEES.

On the Judiciary. On Propositions mid Grrielidnlees.

MeSaisE. IIOGUE, Messrs. DUNCAN,
HOLLAND, CLARY,
VANN, KING,
ARNOW,; - JONES,
NORWOOD. ROPER.

I I
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On Military Affairs. On TaXdtion and .Reenue.

MWessrs. COOPER, Messrs. VANN, J
DUNCAN, HOGUE,
HOLLAND, RUSSELL of I Wh Dist.
CATER, ROPER,
KING. - ARNOW.,

On the State of the Commonwoealtl. On Elections.

Messrs. SCOTT, Messrs. KING,
ABERCROMBIE, NORWOOD,
VANN, SCOTT,
HOLLAND, HOPKINS,
RUSSELL of Jefferson. DUNCAN.

On Confederate Relations. On Schools and Colleges.

vMessrs. ARNOW, Messrs. COOPER,
SCOTT, CLARY,
COOPER, DUNCAN,
HOLLAND, . JONES,
HOGUE. ABERCROMBIE.

On Internei _ Improvements. On Enrolled- Bills.

Messrs. HOLLAND, Messrs. ARNOW,
VANN, HOPKINS,
ARNOW, RUSSEII of 1'th ]bi 5.
HOPKINS, KING,
JONES. . CATER.

On1 Corporations. On the Executive Department.

Messrs. HOGUE, Messrs.' HOPKINS,
KING, COOPER,
NORWOOD, CLARY, a
ROPER, DUNCAN,
HOPKINS. JONES,

On Finance andPublic Accounts. On Publio Lands.

Messrs. RIUSSEL of Jefferson, Messrs. HOLLAND,
HBOLLAND, KI·KNG,
SCOTT, ROPER.
CLARY, HOPKIN:,S,
ABERCROMBIE. RUSSELL of Jefferson.
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on Eingrossed Bills. On Agricbdthtte.

iMessrs. VANN, Messrs. ABERCROMBIE,
COOPER, VANN,
ROPER; CATER,
DUNCAN,. RUSSELL of Jefferson,.,
HOGUE. SCOTT.

On motion, fifty copies were ordered to be printed.
The time for the adjonrnmenottf the Senate having arrived, the

President declared the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow
morning.

V THURSDAY, November 24, 1864.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment..
'llhe President in the chair.
A quorum present.
Prfier byv-Rei E. L. T. Blake.
The journal of yesterday was read and approved.
The President'declared motions in order,.

'16 . According to previous notice, Mr. Hogue introduced the follow-
Ij ing bills:

Iji~' ]A bill to be entitled, An act to ireate Special tribunals for the
4trial of capitalioffences committed by slaves, free. negroes and mu-

liii:) ~~lattocs;
A bill to be entitledi Au act to provide for taking the census of

1.865;
Which were placed .among the orders of the day.
According to previous notice, Mr. Holland presented

ii1''1 dliii w Eae mnhA bill to be dhtitled, An act in relation to estates in this State;
Which was placed among the orders of the day.
According to previous notice, Mr. Hopkins presented
A bill to be entitled, An act for the protection of the citizens of

Floridia;iWhich was placbd among the orddrs of the day.
Mr. Holland moved that so much of the Governor's Message as

refers to the condition of the Confederate States, be referred to the
Committee on Confedertte Relations; that poition on State de4

- -fences, to the Committee on Military Affairs ; that portion on State
officers, to.the Committee on the state of the Commonwealth; that
portion on Finances arid Taxes, to the Committee on Taxation and
Rcvenue; that portion on Public Lands, to the Committee, on Pub-

I id


