54

Ways—Mir. Président, Messrs. Cooper, Holland, hmg, Russell of
Jefferson and ¥ Yeott—G.

o the motion was lost.

A quorum prescnt. :

Mr. Iolland moved that the Senate go into a- Commlttee of the
Wholc on the bill to organize State tIOOpS for the State of Floridaj; -

Which was adopted.

#Mr. Cooper in the chair.

After a short time spent thclem thc (,ommxtt.ee rose and 1eported
the biil as amended ;

Which was 1ecelved and concarred i in, and seventy copies ordered'
to be printed.

Mr. Hogue moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o "clock to-
morrow mormnq

The yeas and nays havmg been called fi for,

The followmo* was the vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Au)ow Claly, €ooper, Durnican, Hogue, Hopkins and
Vann—17. .-

T\Tzws—-Mr PLesxdent “Messrs. Holland King, Russell of Jeﬂ'erson
and Scott—35.

So the motion was adopted.

The Secnate was declared mhonrned until 10 o'clock to -MOITOW
mor nmrr .

TUESDAY, November 29, 1864,

The Senate met pursnant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

A quorum present,

Prayer by Rev. E. L. T. Blake.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The Pres1c1ent declar ed moticns in order. . &

Mr. Russell moved that the bill creating a militia for the State be
placed first among the ofders of the day;
"~ Which was adopted. '

The' followmg communication was recewed from the House of
Rep1 esentatlves

Housk or RFPRESENTATIVES, .
Novcmbel Sth, 1864.
Hou. A. K. AvrLisox,

President of the Senate : .
: The Houso has th1< day adopted the following 1esolut,1ons,,
viz :
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Scnate resolation of confidenve in am! thanks to President Jeffei-

‘son Davis. ) S . :
House resolntion requesting the appointment of a joint select

committee in relation {o encouraging an import and export trade.

Yery respectfully, . : :
. WM. TORSYTH BYNUYM,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.
Which was read and Scnate resolution ordered to -be enrolled
-and House tesolution placed among the orders of the day.
Mi. Hogue introduced tlie following resolution : L
Resolved, That this Scoate liasheard, with deep regret, the an-
nouncement of the death of James P. Carter, late a-Senator in this
General Assembly from the county of Wakulla. .
Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the memory of - the
deceased, the members -and officers of this Senate wear the usual
badge of mourning during the remainder of the present session.
Resolved, That tlie proceedings of this Scuate, in relation to the

death of James P. Carter, be communicated to the widow of.the )

‘deceased by the Secretary ;.
‘Which was adopted. v
‘Mr. Arnow presented the following

Resolution relative to Confederate officials and clérks;
‘Which was placed among the orders of the day.

The Committee to whom was referred the state of the Common: .

wealth, have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to

REPORT:
. ) 4" : -
That the Commonwealth of Florida, in common with her sister
States, has suffered not only in'the loss of many- of her most valua-

- 'ble citizens, but portions of her territory bordering on the seacoast,

and millions of private property have been literally laid waste and
destroyed by the ravages of the cnemy. Bul notwithstanding these

disasters, which happened at an early period of the war, your coms

mittee is happy to report that the State has since been able, throngh
the valor of her troops, to maintain her territorial integrity, however
painful the reflection that many of her best citizens have in the

‘meantime been robbed, captured and murdered by the incursions bf

the enemy into the interior of the country. These raids, so destrue.
tive of life and property, should if possible be prevented in future;
and we believe they may be. If the civil authorities, as in duty
bound, will hold up the hands 6f the military, there is reason to be-
lieve if again attempted, that the raiders may be brought to puaish-
ishment. A union of hands and a union of hearts should be our

- motto ; with one accord we should .fight the enemy wherever we
- find him, and continue the fight until ke is finally driven from our

soil,

*
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But however that may be, and whatever may be the final issue;
it is a source of consolation to know that Florida has so far done,
her duty ip this contest ; nor will she falter now in this hour of
our country’s crisis. No State has furnished so large a nnwber of
troops in proportion to her population, and none have more fully
illnstrated the character of our people than gallant Floridians on
the battle-fields of Virginia, of Tennessee, and upon our own soil at
Olustee, Gainsville and Marianna. . .

But in saying this, your committee is not to be understood as
casting any reflection upon troops from other States—by no means;
for *where all have done their duty, their whole duty, there can be
‘N no cause for complaint. . Your committee disclaim any such reflec-

' ‘tion; they simply mean to say that we are fighting for Liberty and
f C Independence, and as Florida was one of the first States to secede from
I the old Union, she will be one of the last to lay down arms in the
.I Confederacy. Having put her hands to the plow, she will not look
o - bagek. . : '
I T ?Yom‘ committee have reason to beljeve that. the State govern-
I ) ment is administered with ability and integrity, and cordially con-
| cur with many of the views expressed by his Excellency the Gov-
I ernor in his"Annual Message to the General Assentbly. And your .
| coramittee is happy to learn that his Excellency the Governer, at
" this critical juncture of our affaits, enjoys not only the confidence of
the military authorities of the State, but the friendship of President
Davis, between whom there is no essential difference: of opinion
upon the great and. absorbing issues of the day. Nor has your
committee any cause,to doubt but that the duties of the several of:
fices connected with the Executive Department in the administra-
tion of the government have been discharged with promptitude and
fidelity ; yet nevertheloss we. respectfully recommend that a joint
- . committee of both Houses be: appointed, whose duty it -shall be to
a examine into the condition‘of the offices, and repor the result of
their investigation to the next Gene:al Asgsembly.
' _+ All of which is most respectfally submitted, r
_ : ' : JOHN SCOTT, .
Chairman,
. E.J. VANN,
. JAS. 8. RUSSELL, " .
D. P. HOLLAND.

Which was read, received and concurred in.
The Committee on Enrolled Bills, beg leave to

o "REPORT :
That they have examined a resolution, without title, and find the

- same correctly enrolled, : _ »
' ' J. M. ARNOW, Ch'n,

‘9
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Which was read and received.

The Committee on Public Lands, to WhO[ll was referréd that por-
tion of the Governor’s micssage relatmg to Pubhc Lands, beg leave
to. .

REPOPT

That they find tbe Convention pledged the Phbhc Lands acquir-
ed by secession for the final redeniption 6f the State Treasury notes.
This prevents the General Assembly from makmg any other dlsposal
thereof

- By Ordinance No. 33 said Lands wWere dlrected to be sold under
the same laws, rules and 1egulwt1ons 43 had been provided under. the
late government of the United St’tte%, to wit : from 12 1-2 cents to
.$2 50 per acre. Under said Otdinance, ouly 2,870:46 acres were :
sold, yielding the amounut of $1,587 99. : : Yol

By Ordinance No. 49, these ]ands, amounting to about seven mil- - ‘
lions of acres, were plaoed upon a graduuated scale of prices from' tent T
cents to one dollar peracre. Of these, 166,958.51 acres. wete gold ) i
for $44,609 44, from which sum lad to be deducted Receivers’ com- ' L
missions and_other expenses of sales, amounting to at least three L
thousand dollars.

The General Assembly in December, 1862, ralsed the price of .
these lands to two dollars per acre for hammock lands and oné dol-,
larper acre for other lands, and authorize the ehtry by soldiers-of
lands occupied by them at twenty and fifty cents per aere. Since
that act there have been sold 59,287.04 acres for §76,324 84. The
total gross ¢ amount Teceived from the sales of public lands ‘has beenr
$122,922 27. - The expenses of sales and the sums paid for debts of
the United States assnmed under the ordinances of ‘the Convention;
and’amounts refunded for cancelled entries, will - amount' to- about Ry
seventeen thousand dollars, which includes five per cent. comimissiond ol
paid to Receivers for moneys received by them. )

The bill recommended by the Committee relieves the State of this -
latter expense, requiring it to be paid by the purchasers, except in

- the dase of entries by soldiers or sailors.” The policy.of the last leg:
islation in raising the price of lands is fully demonstrated by the
sales under it, and show that it is not the low price asked for iandge
which insures sales. The propriety of raisinig the price of public -
lands having be¢t so fully and ably argued by the Governor in hig : . hl

P ”

message; your coinmittee simply report, the accompanymg bill and
recommend its passage.
Respectfully submxtted
. D. P HOLLAND Ch’ B
‘Which was rerewed and the -bill placed among the - mders of v 1
v the day. _ _ _

8
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The HSelect. Committee, to whom was referred a bill entitled, An
act to protect the citizeus of Florida, have had the same under con-
sideration, and ask leave to report a subsiitute for the bill, recom-
‘mending the adoption and passage of the same. -
: ' ED. HOPKINS, Ch'n:
J. M. ARNOW,
S J.D. GLARY.
Which was received and the bill placed among the orders of the
day: v C S K SR .

. . . BN A
" . ORDERS OF THE DAY."

State of Florida, .
. 'Was read a second fimme.- . ., - S

Mr. Vann presented the following ammendment : o
_Insert, in the second line,.after the word “State,” the words -
“between the.ages of” and insert in the third line, between the
words:“sixteen?” and “years,” the words: “and fifty-five inclusive,”
and strike ot the following words in the third line: “0f age and
overy’ so that, that portiont of the section will read as follows:

‘A Bill .,t’b be entitled; An act to organize }nilitiuvtfcops for the *

* “That every able-bodied white male inhabitant in this State be-

“tween the ages of sixteen and fifty-five years, inclusive,” &e., &e.
"The yeas and ways having been called on the adoption of the
amendment, Lo ' ’ : . ’
The vote was: S ) :
Yeas-—Messrs. Arnow, Clary, Duncan, Hogue, - Hopkins ‘and .
Vani—6." : : : ' ‘
Nays—Mr. President, Messrs.- Cooper, Holland, King, Russell ‘of

Jefferson and Scott—6.
~So thé amendment was lost, E
_: Mr. Vann moved to amend the first section as follows : a
- Strike out the following words in lines three ‘and four: “ Not
“manifestly unable to do military duty, and not an officer or enlisted
man’ in the military service of the Confederate States,” and insert "
the following: “Not in the’ active military service of the Con:
federate States, and who is'physi¢ally able to perform militia duty.”
The yeas and nays hawitig been called on the adoption of the -
amendment, - : R :
The vote was: ‘ T . o
Yeas—<Mr. President, Messrs. Artow,- Clary, Cooper, Duncar,
Hogue, Holland, Hopkins, King, Russell of Jefferson, Scott and.

¥

Vann—12.

Nays—None. - : .
- 'So the motion.was.ddopted, =+ ! » .
#r. Hopkins.moved that the bill e iudefinitely postponed, :
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The, yeas and nays havmo- been call’ed for,
- The'following was the vote: -

'Yeas—Messrs. Clary, Duncan and Hopkmq—~3

" Nays—HWr. President, Messrs. Arnow, Cooper, Hoo-ue, Hollfmd
King, Russell, of Jeﬂ'erﬂon Scott and Varin—9. -

So the motion was lost,

" Mr. Hogune moved to strike out thé word “mamfest” iu 1t ..»ectlon

8th line, L
" ‘Which was adopted. : '
. Mr. Vann proposed the fo]lowmc ﬂmendment .
Strike out the following. words in the 7th and Sth lines of section

1, “on any grounds unless in cases of manifest,” and msert the word

“for,” and strike out the words “to be. ascertame'l as, and insert’ “uu~
less in the manner,” so a5 to read,-
. And no person shall be- exémpt for pLys'cal mbapa.clty unless -
the manner kercinafter prondeu
, ' The yeas and nays having becn called tor on the a.doptlon of the
amendment, ; .
The vote was : ? -
' Yeas—Mr. Presid=nt, Messts. Amow Clary, Dunca.n Hogue, .
Hopkins, Russell, of Jefforson and Vanu—8. .
Nays—Messts. Coopel Holland, King and- Scott—4
. So the amendment was adepiad.
Mr. Vann offered the followmg mnendment to sectlon 2d:
- Strike out “a” before “cempa.uv,” in the 7th hne (md insert ‘““an-
other,” and in 9th Jine strike out the WOI‘da “do so, *'and insert “en-

oll hlmself’ '
‘Which was adopted. :
Mr. Vann moved to strike out section 7.
The yeas and nays ha,vmg been callud for,
The vote was:
Yeas—DMessrs. Duncan Hopkms and Vann—3. : :
Nays—DMr. Predidenit, Messrs. Ar now; Clary, Cooper Hon'ue, Hol-

“land, King, Russell, of Jefferson and bcott—-&)

So the motion was lost. .

" Mr. Vaon offered the followmg as-an qddltmml section : N

Be it further enacted, That this State is hereby dw'ded into threé -
militia districts. The first district -shall comprise, all that part of
the State that lies east ofthe Suwannee river, the second. d“‘tuct all’
that part lying betwcen the Suwannee and " Apalachicols rivers,
and the third district, "tl[ tha.t, palt lyuwwest of. the Ap'tlauhmola
river.

The yeas and nays havmg been called fm

The_vote was : :

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs Arnow, Clarv, Du'u‘an Horrue, Hop-
kins, Scott aud Vann—S8. - e . o
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Naysi-Messrs. Cooper, Holland, King and Russell, of Jeflerson.
—4. . , ' - S
© So the amendment was adopted. o S
Mr. Vann moved to strike jout section 8, for the purpose of offer-
ing the following anjendment: L .
Skc. 8. Be it further endcted, That in cases of servile insurrec-

" tions, or actual raids of the enemy, the Governor shall have the

power, and it shall be his duty to call the militia into active ser-
vice for the purpose of suppressing sach insurrections or repelling
such actual raids ; and the militia shall not remain in active service
any Jonger than shall be necessary to quell the insarrection or re-
pel the raid : Provided, That in no instance, and under no circum-
stances, shall those pérsons of the "militia who shall be over fifty
yedrs®of agé be required or compelled’ to march beyond the limits
wof the military district in which they may reside ; and if not incom-
patible with the public service, the Governor shall cause and require
said persons to remain in their respective counties: And: provided

Jfurther, That in no case, and undeér né circumstances, shall the mi-
litia be ordercd into- active service beyond the limits of this State, -
. without their consent, wifich shall be determined by a majority, af-

" ter they shall have been called into active service.

Which was lost. ..

Mr. Vann offered the following as an additional section :

Sec. 9. Beit further enacted, That po person shall be exempt
from militia duty, except the following : All persons physically un-
able’to perform militia duty, which shall be ascertained by the ex-

- amijnation of two practicing physicians, and upon theiy affidavit of

the fact, filed with the Captain of the company nearest the residence
of the person claiming exemption, on account of physical disability;

all ministers of the Gospel exempted by the Confederate States, from --

military duty, the Judges of the Supremeand Circui Courts, mil-.
lers, ferrymen on post-ronts and all physicians over 35 years of age..
"The yeas and nays having been called on its adaption, =~ - )
The vote was: ] s
" Yeas—Messrs, Duncan, Hopkins and Vann—3.
Nays—Mr, President, Messrs. Arnow, Clary, Cooper, Hogue, Hol-
land, King, Rasscll, of Jefferson and Scott—9. = . '
" So the motion was lost. oL
Mr. Holland offefed, as an additional section, . .

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That company court-ipartials shall:

. consist of one cominissioned oflicer, one non-commissioned officer-

and threé privates of the cotupany ; andthe sentences of said court-
iartial shall be carried inte execution by the Sheriff of the county :.
Provided, however, No company court-martial shall punish- except
by a fine not éxceeding one hundted dollars, or by ifnprisonment

not- exceeding ten days, and where fines are imposed, they shall be. . »
g’:ol_lected by the Sheriff by levy and salel and shall be payable in. '
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® . the currency of tho eountry, which court- martml shall be appomtcd
Dy the captain of the company ;

Whmh was adopted. =

Mr. Allison offered as scction 10, the fol]owmn- :

Sec. 10. Be it farther enacted, That Whenever exemptwn from:
militia duty is claimed upon the ground of physical -incapacity, it
shall only b granted upon the recominsndation of the officer com-
manding the militia company. nearest the residence of the apphcant
which said recommendation shall be endorsed by the certificates of
two practising physicians‘of the county in which the ‘applicant may
reside ; and in case there should be no, two such physmans in his .

) county, then by those. living in an adjoining county, stating the .
cause of such incapacity, which Sald ccmﬁcate shall be made under
oath ; . : .

,l

Which was adopted. ' -

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for & tlnrd read-
mg to-morrow

On motion, the Senate toek a recess unt1l three 0 clock p- m

THRDE O’CLOCK P M o S

The Senate resumed its session. R
The President in the chair. B I
S A quorum present. ‘ T i
The orders of. the day were resumed. .
A bill to be entitled,” An act to facilitate busmess in the Quarter—:
master-General's Department,
Was read a third time and put on its passage
The vote was: " S
. Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Arnow, .Clary, .Cooper Duncan,
Hogue, Holland, Hopkins, ng, Russell of J eﬁ'erson Scott and
Vann—12.
Nays—None.
The bill was passed—tltle as stated.
Joint resolution to appeint an agent at Columbus, Ga .

J . ‘Whith was read and adopted
The following commumc:.tlon was - received from the House of
Represeutatxves -
" . Houst or RuprESENTATIVES, |
Nov_emb’er 29th, 1864, }
<Hon, A. K. ALLISON, £ e ‘
: ' Premdent of the Senate
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© St : The House has this day passed the followuw ‘bills and reso-
utions, viz :

Senate bill “{o be entltled An act to creato specml tribunals for .
the trial of capital offences commltted by slaves, free negroes and
- anulattoes, 'with amendments.

Senate 1esf“olnt10n for the “destruction: of 1edecmed State tréa.sury
notcs and bonds of 1856 and 1861. :

-Housg resolution in: relation to pubhc lands.

oL Vel'y respectfully, « . -
AN WM. FORSYTH BYNUY,
e Clerk®of the House of Representatives, -

* Which was'read and amendments to Senate bill coneurred in and
.Senate bill and resolution ordered to be enrolled; and House resolu-
tion- placed among the orders of the day. )
+ Bill to be entxtled An act to amesd an act tp raise the sala.rles of
the State Treasuter and other officers cherein named,

"Was.read a second tiwe.

Mr. Holland présented the following amendmeut

“8Eoc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the salary of the Judges of .
“the Cireuit Courts shall be, duung the continnance of the present
war, five thousand dollats per annum, to' be paid as now by law

7 provided. . ‘8

. The yeas and. nays having been called for,

* The following was the vote : "

Yeas—Messrs. Cooper, Hogue, Holland, King, Scott and Vann—8.

Nays—Mr. President,- Messrs. Arnow, Clary Yy Duucan, Hopkins
and Russell of J eﬁelson—6 :

The motion was lost. - ' ¢
‘Mr. Holland presented the following amendment :
 SEc.2. Best Jfurther enacted, That the salaries of ea.ch of the
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall be _during the continuance of the
“present war thirty-five huundred dollars per annum, to be paid quar- -

‘terly, as now provided by law ; ,

s

~ Which 'was. adopted.” : : :

"The bil} - was, Jordered . to be eucrossed for a thlrd feadmg to- .
morrow.

Bill to be entitled, Anaet to fix the term’ of the sohmtors of the
several Gircuits,

- Was tread ﬁrst tine and put ort ifs. pa.ss-lfre

Thé vote was:

Yeas——’\zh President, Messts. Ar o, C]ary, (Jooper and Hogue
—-5,

Nays—Messrs. Duncan, Holland, Hopluns King, Russell of Jef—
ferson, Scott and Vann———t . : ’

The bill was lost, .: T :

- House bill entitled An act relatmg to the accounts of Ex-Govern-

or M 8. Perry and H. V. Snaell, late Qualtnrm'tster General
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Was read "ﬁrxt,trme, and placed amorm‘ the orders of the day for
-a second reading to-morrow.
House bill to provrde for t,he 'Lppormmem, of county oﬂicere in

‘certain cases, "
Was read a first time, and on'metion read a second t.nne by tltle, '

and referred to the Committee on J adiciary. . . .
House bill to be entitled, An act to amend An act’ to allow the

Supreme Courts ot this Stqte to hold-extra terms in certarn caseb

therein specified, Approved Dec. 28, 1854,
Was read a first time, rule waived, and brll read & ‘se cond time

- and referred to Committee on Judiciary.

House resolutlon for the relief of tho Tax Col]ector of Macllson
county, . )

Was read first tnne and placed among the orders of the day for
a second reading to-morrow.

Honse resolution requesting the appomtment of a )omt seléét com-
mitte.in relation te encouraging an import and export trade, -

Was read first time, and on 'motion a committee appointed:in ac- °
cordance with the above Tesolution. The President appointed as
said committee, Messrs. Holland, Scott and Russell of Jefferson,

House resolution in relation to Public Lands, L

‘Was read first tlme and placed among the orders of the day for'
to-morrow. -

Resolution for tbe reher_ of R. E. Frrcr,

‘Was read first time, and, placed among the orders of t.he day fol

" to:morrow.

House resolution to examine the oﬁice of Red”lster of Pubhc
Lands, .
Was read a first tlme, )
And in occordance with the resolution tbe Presrclent appomted as
said committee Messrs.' Hogue, Vann and Clary.
House resolution relative to soldiers’ families,.
‘Was read {first timg, and adopted. S
Ordered to be dertrﬁed to the House of Representatrves :
. Bill to be entitled, An act to amend An act empowenng J udges
of Probate to grant orders: to. executors and admlnlstrators to sell
real estate for distribution, -
Was read first ‘time, ru]e waived, read a second tlme and referred
to Committee on Judiciary. .
Bill to be entitled, An act relatlve fo 1ecord1ng deeds and other
papers in: Lafayette county, - .
. Was read first time, and placed among the orders of tbe day. for
to-morrow. :
Bill to be entitled an aet to protect the crtxzens of Flonda
- Was read a second time and ordered to be englossed fo1 a thud
reading to-morrow. ‘ '
. Bill to be entitled an act to morea.ee the prrce of publrc mnds,'
3

e B
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and to facilitate the entry of l'md by sldicrs, sailors an: od aLtua.l aeh-,
tlers, -

W’aq vead a first time and pl'med amoug the orrlem ot the d‘*’# )
for 4 second leadmg to morrow.

The orders of thé day being through- with,

On motlon the qenate arIJourned ubtil: 10 o cloek to—monow
-mornmg

®

 WEDNESDAY, November 30, 1864,

"'The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

A guorum present.. ¢

Prayer by Rev. E. L. T. Blake.
_ Ou motion, the readmtr of ‘the journal of yesterday was dispenaed
with and the _]ournal corrected and approved.

The President declared motions in ordet.. ’

Mr: Russell moved that the Secretary be required to- fm'msh ‘the’

Printer with the proceedings’ of yesterday, and require of him to-
‘réprint the same.

Adopted. ; '

. Mr. Vann moved that the joint rules adopted for the government
‘of the two Houées, be adopted by the Senate, and that the House
be requested to do the same;

_ Which was adopted and the Secretary mstructed to- notlfy the
‘House of. the same.

On motion, the rule was waived to allow Mr. Horrue to pr’esent
the: following 'bills without previous notice :

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to prevent the estab.
lishment of distillefies and the distilling of whiskey or other spiritu-
ous liquors, approved Dec. 15, 1862;

“Bill to. be entitled, An' act in 1e1at10n to the commlssmus of ex-
ecutors, goardians, curators and administrators;

. 'Which were placed among the orders of! the day. = -

- Mr. Hogue presented - '

Joidt resolation authorizing and requmng the Attorney General
to print a general index of the decisions of the Supreme Court; ’

Which ,was placed among the orders of the day.

The Committee on the J udiciary report favorably ou Houss bill
entitled, An act to amend an act. empowering J udges of Probate to
grant orders to executors and administiators to ell resl estate for
distribution. Also, on House bill entitled, An act to afend an act
entitled an act.io allow the Supreme Court of this State to held




