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" WEDNESDAY, December 20th, 1865.

R
- . ‘The Scnate met pursuant to adjournmeut.
3 . A gquorum present. _ -
: - On motion of Mr. ‘Abercrombie, the reading of the Jounrnal was
7 | Wispensed with. : : E
A “Mr. Abeterombie moved that the Senators now present who had

~ hot previously been sworn: in; Be now sworn. ,
The following Senators camie forward; prosented their ¢redentials
L and were duly sworn by the President;’ :
3 12th District, ~ W. C. Bird. : )
B 1dth “ - E. J. Vann.
: 16th Wm. B. Ross.
! 17th “ W. H. Rosseau.
18th “ J. R. Richard.
21st “ Holmes Steele.
98th ¢ F. A. Hendry. . =
| Mr. Vann offered a resolution relativé to the Senator from thé
7 15th District. '
3 Mr. Brevard move
tee on elections;
£ Which was so ordered.
A The Commiittee appointe

d that the resolution be referred tothe-Commit-

d to wait on the Governor elect and to

g ascertain at what time it would snit his convenience to be i*sugu-
i* tated, reported that they liad performed that duty and that 15 Ex-
A cellency had specified 12 o'clock M. on this day. o
2 The Committee appointed to select a Chaplain for the Senate re- -
i orted that they had selected the Rev. Orsoun Braunch. : .-
The Committeee on Printing reported that they had made the
3 following contract with Messrs. Hart & Shober; L)
i ‘Which was concurred in. vy
E The committee appointed to .contract

have accepted the within proposal of Messrs.
v JAMES ABERCROMBIE, Chairmap.

%
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3\ ~ Sexrixet OFFICE, i
: H'4LLAHASSEE, Dec. 19th, 1865. §

for the Senate printiﬁ(;,r:
Hart & Shober. -

To Messrs. James Abercrombie, D. W Whitchurst and E. A.

& Pearce:
3 ‘ Sirs—In reply to your application, we havethe honor to proposc '
. J to do the printing of the Senate at the following rates:
| 3 ~ For all miscellaneous printing, such as aaily slips of procecdings,
g o (?o be laid on the tables of Senators cach morning,) Messages,
Reports of Committees, Bills, &e., one and a half (14) conts'per
9 v :
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handred wotds, counting one hundred copies. All over ane hun-
- “dred copies to be charged at the same rate per handred words.

For 500 copies of the Journal, to be printed in Pamphlet form,
and to be delivered as soon afier the adjournment as possible, four
dollars ($4,00) per page, counting one copy. : :

These rates arc higher than obtained before the war, but are not

beyond the increase in the price of labor and all materials used in

and about a_printing office—the article of paper alone bearing now
three-fold the price it did in 1860,

+ Very Respectfully, -
Your obd’t serv'ts, -

HART & SHOBER,

. o Proprietors,
The President announced the following. Standing Committees,
and on motion fifty copies of the list thereof were ordered to be

printed for the use of the Senate.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

, On the Judiciary.

On the State of the C’ommoﬁuealtﬁ.
Messts. BREVARD,

~ Messrs, COTTRELL,
VANN, WHITE,
GORRIE, ABERCROMBIE,
COTTRELL, WHITEHURST.
STEELE. CURRY.

On Corporations.

On Schools and Colleges.
Messrs. WHITE, _ Messrs, WHITEHURST,
OWENS, ROPER, :
PEARCE, - CRAWFORD,
WHITEHURST, ROSSEAT,
ROSS. | MORRISON.
..On Propositions and Grievances.  On Internal Improvements.
Messrs. PEARCE, Messrs..QOWENS,
BIRD, - OLIVEROS,"
CURRY, TURNER,
JORDAN, BAXER,
VANN, : POE.
On Elections. " On Finance and Accounts;
~Messrs. KENAN, ’ Messts. ROSS, .
: HENDRY, ' OLIVEROS,
*  RICHARD, ‘ EVANS,
' "GORRIE, MORRISON,
' % _BIRD. : TURNER.




i
Ié !
i [ 4':'1 * &
- . - ":Jﬂn
v PN e
N 1
»‘ v d'“‘a\; N
% e
11 . & oy
On Engrasscd Bills. On Envolled Bills. . o
”. s ™
Messrs. ROPEE, Messts. CRAWFORD,' R
RICHARD, WOODRUFF, .
CRA\/VFORD, EVANS,
BAKER, : ROSSEAU;
JORDAN. POE. '
On Public Lands. On the _Execmive Deparlment. ,
Messrs. STEELE, - Messts. BIRD, ‘
‘ FINEGAN, ' FINEGAN,
KENAN, : ROSS,
ABERCROMBIE, STEELE,
BREVARD. CURRY.
On Military Department. On Tuzation and Revenue. -+
Messrs. FINEGAN, Messrs. ABERCROMBIE,
KENAN, COTTRELL,
\WOODRUFF, _ OLIVEROS,
BAKER, FINEGAN,
GORRIE. MORRISON-
On Federal léelations. On Agricultqre.@:""
Messrs, GORRIE: Messts. EVANS, L.
OWENS, HENDRY, . .
VANN, .  JORDAN, T
BREVARD, , ~ POE,
) TURNER. A YICHARD. ' :
SR )
On all Subjects Connected awith the Colored Populatio‘i\t J{Jw Stale. :
Messrs. VANY, Meussrs. KENAN,
WHITE, STEELE. .
QWENS, ' |
recess until 114 oclock A. M.

On motion, the Senate took &
—
. — A2

HALP-PAST ELEVEN O'CLOCK, A M.

Senate resumed its sossion:
Quorum present:




Mr. ‘Brevard asked that the xules be waived to cnable him- to ol’
fer a Tesolution: - 5
The rules baving been waived, ' ' 1oy
“Mr. Brevard moved that the commrt.tee of three, appointed to Pre
pare permanent rules for the government of the Scnate be Authord
.ized to act with a similar Committee on the part of the House, agif
_ Joint Committee to revise and amend the joint rules for the gov}
© ernment of this General Assembly.

- Adopted.

The Secretary handed in the followmn' communication ¢
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Sevare CHAMBER, ]
December 20th, 1865.

~—y—

To tae Hox. W. W. J. KELI..X-, )
President of the Senate :

S1r—1I respectfally report that I have appointed the follomnb
named gentlemen as Assistang Clerks of the Senate : )
# Mr. F. Villepigue, Reading Clerk.
Mr. J. H. Bul], Enrolling Clerk,
Mr. C. Smith, Recordmo Clerk.
Mr. J.T. Marrbee Engro:smrr Clerk.
" T have the honot to be,
Very respectfully, ?_\a
Your ob't serv’t, B

BOLLING BAIxER, Sec? Y. :,

A Committee from the House appeared and invited the Senatd
to the Hall of the House, to participate in the inanguration® of the
, Govemor elect.

On mption of Mr. Brevard, the invitation of the House was acc
ted, and the Senators havmcr proceeded to the Hall of the Homfip
Representatwes the Joint meetmrr was, organized by the Presic
of the Senate taking the Chair.

The Hon, Wm. Marvm Provisional Governor announced in t.h
following ~ddress, that the Hon. David S. W alLel, recently electe
Govemol of Florida, would now be inangurated.

*
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and Genitlemen
of the Senate and House of Represeniatives :
When I assumed the duties of Provisional Governor .
this State, in the first days of August last, I found the eix
government of the State overthrown and prostrate, and m:
tial law everywhere prevailing.  This was a p.mnful, anon
),oua and unnatm al statc of thmm
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The Constitution of the United States guarantees to each
State in the Union a repullican form of government, and
the chief object contemplated by the President in appointing
for the State a Provisional Gevernor, under the circumstances
of the case, was, that the latter might make such rules and

" regulations as were necessary to enable the people of the

State to assemble in Convention, and, accepting the results
of the war, adopt such measures as were necessary to re-es-
tablish a State government, republican in form, and restore
the natnral and normal relations of the State with the gene-
ral government.

I entered npon the duties of my office with zeal and earnest- '

ness, and notwithstanding the difficulties to be encountered
in consequence of the total absence of any mail facilities in
many parts of the State, and very insufiicient ones in éthers,
yet the facilities so genemusly furnished me by Major- Gene-
ral Fostegr, the commander of the military department of
the State, enabled me to distribute, through military couriers,

“the proclamation and poll-books for an election ; and an

election was held on the 10th day of October in every county

of the State for delegates to a Convention. The Oonvcntion: ‘

assembled at the Capitol in this city on the 25th day -,/ the
same montl, all the counties but two being fully represented.
The aggregate vote of the State was 6,(01 being considera-
ble more than one-half of the votes nsually polled at a gene-
1el election in times of party contests, and this, too, notwith-
standmg in very many counties no opposing eandidates w ere
run. The Convention, therefore, represented the ns ;s of

the people, and the Constitution 'xdopted and the ordinances

passed by that body are founded upon the consest It the
people of the State, regularly expressed by and through
their delegates duly elected

The Convention incorporated into the Constitution a clause
declaring that “meither slavery nor involuntary servitnde
shall in future exist in this State, exeept as a punishment,
for erime, whercof the party shall have heen convicted by
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the Courts of this State, and that all the inhabit

State, without distinetion of color, are free, and’
the rights of person and property without withog}
tion ot color, and that in all eriminal pr oceedmgs i
aipon an injury to a colored person, and in all ca,
the riglits and remedies of colored persons, no

be mcompetent to te:,tlfv as a witness on account

~It opened the courts of justice alike to all persons.

diated the State debt contracted in support of the
and annulled the ordinance of secession. This actj; v -
Convention was at the time eminently satisfactorigue
and I have reason to believe has proved so to the P R
It is under this Constitution, the fundamental -\. ,
State, that you are now assembled, and the goye i
being organized. Itisthis Constitution that you hgy -.
to suppmt

Soon after the Convention adjourned, at its req
by virtue of its authority, I directed the civil offi
government to resume the exercise of the functlon
1espect1ve offices, which had been hitherto and f
months previous suspended The civil law goverd
State at the present time in all matters ‘except in thel
and punishment of certain ligh crimes, reserved , 5}
present to the military authontxes I also issued ol
mation, at the request of the Convention, dn‘ectmg i
litia of the State to be organized and inviting the fiy;
of volunteer companies to be employed if the occaéuon B g
require it, in the support of the civil autherities, a
preservation of the public peace and order. Itisnoti
however, that the militia or volunteer troops shall ap
under arms before they have received special ordersZg
myself or the constitutional Governor, unless in some i
seen case of justifiable necessity. The admirable dlsp '
made of the white troops of the, United States, by the G
ral in command, will secure the peace and quiet of the, S
if the civil 'Luthoutleh do their duty, as T have no doubt i
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w,u The colored troops have nearly all been removed fronz
the interior of the State to the seaboard, and I am assured .
that the remainder will be just as soon as the iuter est of the
ablic service will permit it.

: Tt is under these circumstances and at this point in the
,-oorress of the reconstruction of the State government, that

on the Honorable Davio S. WALkER, lately elected by the
alified voters of the State to beits constitutional Governor
for the next four years. The admirable qualifications of
Governor Warkzr for this important office have been recog-
pized by the people by his unanimous election. It would,
therefore, be but idle vanity in me to suppose that I can say
pnything which would recommend him more fully to the
respect and confidence of the General Assembly or the people-
1 know, gentlemen, that you will appreciate his good sense;

s intelligence, his equammlty of temper, his mtetrnty oi
>} character, and above all, his sincere and earnest love of jus-

f] tice, a quality above all others most essential in the charac-

ter of the Chief Magistrate of the State. I know, too, that
you will respect his official character and give ear nest atten-
tion and consideration to sich measures as he may, in com-
pliance with his constitutional duty, deem it expedient to
recommend to yot.

The State government enters upon its new career under
circumstances of very great difficulty and embarrassment.
The people are left by the war greatly impoverished, and

. are ill prepared to pay taxes. The State Treasury is empty.
$ Taxes upon the linds of the State are due to the Treasury

tion and irritation pxoduced by 'Ehlu novel state of thmgs

Martial law continues to exist for the punishment of the

P
1 bave the honor and the very great pleasme to present to °

=N
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higher crimes and offencees, and may at any tune be Clxtc Yir:
The State has not resumed its normal and constxtutlon L
lations with the general oovermnent, and it depends i
the action of Congress whether it may 1mmed1ately }\ -
mitted to do so or not. This Congress was elected. at’ N
when the civil war was raging, and whether its membe
" prepared to believe in the sincerity of our a'vowed decl
tions when we declare our desires to be represented on’
floor of Congress and to abide hcrea.fter for weal or W
whatever fate may befall the nation, is more thai I can sa
But our condition cannot be improved by folding our han
and sitting down in idle despair. 'We need to look ca]m]
dispassionately and earnestly at our real and true cond1t1
and realize it in all its force, and then we oucrht nat1ent]y )
enduringly and fmthfully to laber to improve it. It appeary
to me, that, by wise legislation, and a just and 1mpart1a
administration and enforcement of the latws twhich shall prq-
tect and secure all persons alike, without distinction of color,
in all their just rights.of person and property, and which}
shall give an easy and cheap remedy to the laborer for th
collectlon of his wages, much may be done towards restori &
confidence and kind feelings between the employer and the
employed, and encouraging the industry of the country ‘5
Let the laborer be protected against impositions' upon bis;
ignorance in making his contract, so that he shall fullya
unde1 stand it, and 1et him feel fully assured that he hag an
easy and cheap remedy in the Courts of law for the reco“r-
ery of his wages if they should be unjustly withheld" froml
him, and many white and colored persons will be 1nchneda
to enter into contracts to labor, who would not otherwise dof,‘
so. It is all-important to the buCCGSSflll caltivation of corn |
and cotton, that the planter should be able to rely at all
times upon having a sufficient number of hands in his ser-.!
_viee to make and mther the crop, and this takes nearly or,
quite all the year. He must hirc his laborers by the year,.
and it seems to me that in the present condition of the -
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S ter est of the coun‘my ﬂnh e should | have some securlty that_
the 1aborer 'wﬂl not 1eave his employment at-a time - hen -
his services are

supporting them:clch Ly - Tabor, ought to be suppo*tcd 'lt S

1'7

‘aboguw “foree in tlns country, it 152 411—111\p01t'm* to the in-

n

mﬂst needed The ordinary. remedles kn 5)
to. the common law “for, 1% pon-performance of a contract! .,
£0 1a.bor, ﬂ'ord him no ‘security, for the Jaborer, as a gene1al
thmg, has g0 goods or c¢hattels, lands or ‘tenements, to 1ev“
upon;, afider an execution. ‘Tt secrd$ that some remedy
ouo'ht 10°be prov1ded by the Legislature in such cases.— o
What that remedy ought to be, may tax the ingenuity of ¥
the Lerrlslature to devise, and pelhaps it will only ! be. 1emned
by experience, ‘but it appears | to jme that it would e wise
for the Legislature to provide by law, that where thé laborer ..,
has entered into & contract in writing before the Judge oi
Probate or & J ustice of the Peace, 10, 1ab01' upon 2 planta
tion for one year for wages 0T 2 “part "%f the crop,and the”
contract specifies the wages t0 be paid and the food to be
given, that if thc Jaborer abandons the service of his em-
ployer, of is abdent therefrom £WO days w1thout the leave of .
his employel or fails without Juqt pause it other impor tant, -
particulars to perform his part f the contract, that then he
. may be arr rested by the proper tribunaly and if found cvuﬂty
on & hearing of the case, be sentenced to ‘Jabor dmmo' “he
unexplrecl term, WLthout pay, upon ‘the hlo‘h\va)s inagov-
ernment workshop, or apoo. a crove"nmem plaatatlon to be -
" rented or bought either by t‘u, State or by the different N
County -Commissioners in thelr respective connties, and -
 there gubjected to such ovexcwh ol discipline as may e
found to be necesss L, L
Much. may*be done, too to stimulate the industry. -3¢ the -
country 2 and 1)rotect it against p;mpellcm, by ]:IZLJS]DU' wise
¢ Jaws npon the sitbject of varrmntb and y‘om. ‘ng for their.”
employment, being: c:uetul noL to mcl‘lde in t.hl:. class pel- .
sons Who are not really so. © e e '
The old and infirm, who are dumtvtu and 11;@111)10 of

' . %7
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g ' *the pubhc expelhe It would be mhum‘me and. ;alm ol
- ' txau t.o leave them to pensh so long as we h'w'e t 1€ |

' 'nt it.” ¢ The poor ye have always w1th you :
_ Thcy are his gift or legacy to 1§, for “the at
Olll'Talth and chanty Let us accept ‘the gift w1th gr
o J*{éarts, and do what we can for their. suppoxt 'md cdmto
g ;,_?é‘ “There are: many children in thls State, wlnte 'md
~ who are deprived of their parents one or bo’ch oF Whos
A . rents are incapable of supporting and educatmg{ch@
Cew they ought to'be. These should be apprenticed mtil
T o are twenty-one yewrs ‘of age. The law on this subJect
' to be, cmrefully guarded, so as to protect the appren_
%amst injustice or oppression. It ought to provide th
_ apprentice should be produced, if living, at least once g'ye
. S before the tribunial that bmds him out, wlnch should be K

of any gross 1n3ust1ce or oppressmn of the mmstel 25
, ‘The material wealth and prosperity. of our. State, m rt 1]
e present cond1 lon of the country, Would be gr eatly promote
- L in my Judg:ment by the mtroductlon of money capital § fro
o abroad, to be employed in other branches of industry besxd
wnculture. More and different avenues of labor should be
Sl opened in0 order to give employment to all aur people. Eve "
e *“7-‘hea1thy wan, woman, and child over ten yeals of age, wh
N ' -or black, is capable of doing something for his or her g su
v _ . port. Buat ﬁ;any,persons do not like to work in the cotto
e or corn fields, or are physically incapable of it. . If thF‘ce
PR ’ could find employment in manufacturing ebtabhshments, 0' |
o in mechanie workshops, it would be & great 'Ldvantage 'to"
: them, *a,nd a profit to'the State. We are not prepared by
g and all at once to engage in an extensive systemx
_of manufmctmmv but we are, in my opmwn, prepuéd §0*
_manufacture all of our leather. Hides, oak bark, and nvu~
lets of water, are on hand to supply tanneries. . We. oug"ht
e - to. make all our own boots and shoes, ‘saddles and La,ruess‘
oo We can m'umfacture, too, to advmtwoe, the coarser cotton
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1, - We bught to mike all of our ploughs,
;m‘ro vS, cultwators, cartsand wagons. The forests are filled -
ﬂ;tbeautxfu wood, suitable to the inanufacture of cabinet
Calls, ‘tab]ea, chairs, sofas, &c. ~The forestssupply,”
r mattrasses and other purposes, and abound in
r,"pine and- other valuable Woods Indeea
m abroad is flowing’ r‘\ptdly mto our: State to b

musted treasury of the State, but by t’matlon. It would be '

Fpret
; ta*{ due the TUnited States, for a yeal or two, and allow the -
‘State in the meantime to assume :the debt and collect. it
throucrh its owh tax collectors. It is po=s1ble too, that a
temporary loan for a sm'ﬂl amount, for pr esenv ‘nse, can’ be
cffected at home or in the" 10} };ern cities. ' '
“In regard to the re-establishment of our constltutlonal aud .
normal relatmns with the general govéinment, at an early
“r day, much depends, in my _]udo‘ment upeh the actlon o the
* present Legislature, and upon the spirit and temper of the:
people in the different parts of the State. The »Lemslatm

hatt

% g ‘_he Umted States for the abolition of slavery throuo‘hout the
. conntry Slavery is, abolished in all the bouthern States,
'and no intelligent man expects to see it re-established. The
x ’Genera.l Assembly can have, therefore, no reasonable objec: :
’tlog to the ratification of thla proposed amendment, and I
”‘should be glad to see it done, not because the Pres1dent de-

1y

‘ncacasary to the general pmmﬁcmmon of the couutry. ThIS
ﬁon 1 glnnl\, g0 far as I can judge, that the President will

Ced
..A\,w o
‘_f At
.5.' .

"‘.v,,“,r

\

,(mf%ﬂ%

b Q
‘ mithorlze the postponement of the collec’uon of the direét -

mus., ratify the proposed amendment to the’ d nstitution of
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_ permlt the State government to go on and ewu.uae i
b 'powel's and pnrfurm itz proper dut1es. VVhether C4
Wlll ‘LHOW our Senator and Repreqenta.twe to take thé‘l

"Statﬂ in the emoyment of their just rlghts Wlthout
tion of class or color, and Wlthout levard to the pm;

e ~ “wmay have taken in the late cwﬂ war. " And this’ depe
.o * upon the spirit and temper of the’ peoplé in different

: of the Smte, and mainly upon the disposition of the 78

" tices of the Peace, Sheriffs and Jurors, to do their duty nj';;._

partially, according fo law. It must be borne in mind, thaft (Rg

. : mth ot the natlon is’ pledrred for the protectlon of ‘uhe fre |

- for the protechon of that ClzlSa of our fellow cltlzens whb. e

Lo N _. ' malned loy 7 al to the Union during the war, and p9 lcular y
- -to those who en’ce1 ed into the mllna,ry service of T Umte
Staieq These are in'a minority in ‘the State. 25

S + . If by the passage of wise laws and thelf impartial e\e ;
’ ’ tion, we can'give asburances that these persons will recel (
X eq lual and fair protection with others, I think we may 1
Fforward hopefully to the early admission of owr Senatd
- . “and Representatives on the. floor of Congress. IR
¥

. t is every .Wway the interest and I believe the smcene"
' sire of the people of this State, that the controversy pen ;
'with the Government and people of the United Stzftez
should Dbe settled on fair and honorable terms. ’Lg't 4
-.therefore do everything which we honorably ean to settle 1
~ upon a solid and durable basis. Let ns cunltivate, too, scnh

‘ ments of natlomhtv and. love of. the whole country,: flO
- Maine to Texas, and from the Atlantie to the Pacific. ,W.'
' . are Floridians, fmd we ought to be thankful, that our lot
,have fallen to us in 50 pleasant and. But arec we 10
Americans also, and have we an interest in the WhOl
8 "ﬂ"‘;
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yight,our inberitaiice, i

1to-live in, this ‘State rather t
* yictotiss as well ab war. =2
- troops infwar ds

. andithe war } -
s do our part to _re-cstablish kind and friendly relations?

not indulge the idle fancy of loving,or o '

- . - .L‘x . .i

21

' -
'

et - Y . ‘s ) .
é%qhtry"& “Andghould we give up o¥ throw away our birth- . .
1 n this great couiitry, and not 1ve it,
se we were born in, or prefer
han snother? ~Peile 158 its L - ‘

d not be proud of ity becan

~ The bravery and gallantry of our

tmown and acknowledged by the whele .
“Adherican peopIgj. ‘ But o brave people is alsoa g‘enéf;al]s,' S

“The war -over, they forget the'causes of ‘the war -, "
itself, and make friends of their enemics. .»',-;Leij .

people. T

At least, let us -
“hating one mah T
- than beeause he happened to be

:.country rather than another.
:fo me, whether his infant cars first;opencd to the sonnd of -

- the whistling, freczing winds on the granite hills of New-
Hampshire, or to the connd of the ZEolian harp playing inthe .
warm sunshine among the tops of our begutiful pinesin

_Florida? I is the- man himself, not the*place where he *

_was born, which concerns us.r. The prejudiced Jews failed
to discover any thing good in our Saviour, because Lbeeame ;o IR

~out of Nazareth. Let us not imitate their example,’but on . T S

“the contrary set an cxam sle of charity and libérality to our L
Northern brethren. Owr people are freer probably from N
indulging in this idle whim than the people of any other v § =

State in the Union, for they are made np'i;ﬂa 1a1‘ge'd‘egr€§ CooE

5f ijmmigrants from all the States, and they have learned

~ that worth and nerit, or prejudice' and meanness, ¢-ynot .
belong exclusively to any one portion of these United istates. - h
Abore all, let us conscientiously do what is right onrseiveg o
and leave events to the control of Ilim, who governs the :
nationé of the earth,and at the same time numbers the .. . °

liairs of our head. v : N
: Pf nciv Constitution in harmony with the existing order of, .

things having been adopted, and an clection held under it %

for a ' Governor, members of the General Assembly, and_mbc-t S

ather than another, for.no oth'é';f;xeaSon
born’ifi one section of the
What matters it to_you ox




of thecivil officers uf the uoverum ant, upun Llu, comple
of the inangur *mon uow going on and the passage’ of

"‘-vel Y severe. Tle property of mauy of - the mhabltants

been se1zed for confiscation or actually- conﬁscmted,},t
property of others was held as captured or abandoned; ari(

- the property of othels had been sold for the non payme't 0
taxes which they had had no opportunity of paying.

‘body seemed to be in trouble. The limitations 1mposed
the powers of the Provisional Governor were not generallyg
known. It was often supposed that he could do every thing
though he poss ssed really little or no power. & -

: All these pérsons naturally apphed to me for: advxco
assistance. Whenever I could -not give the relief sonrrh'
.zmphed to the Commanding Geneml of the Dep.u'tment CLAE
Ain his absence, to the *General in command of . the DlStIlC
or if the cnse 1eqmred it, to the Commissioner of the I‘recd 7‘-
men’s Burean. These frent“emen I always found re ady’t
listen to the many ta1e~ of distress produced by.the war
and cheerfully;responded to the claims .of humamty
]n=t1<,e whcnevcr it was'in- then- power.

fest signs among the p“ople of a returmnrr sense of attac b3
ment to the old Union, and by the prospect of soon seemg*
the State of my ¢ mdoptmn and of my affection restored to. her-
triie position among her sister States, respected as an eqml
~and cherished as a iucnd Taught wisdom by experience, 4
; may she find ¢in the Union, for unntimbered ages yet to {8
come, that security, contentment and repose which she in’
vain sought for clsewhere. And may her children :and

W,
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,\,'hﬂeh en’s 'duh\rcn

:1casons of
;spht fm(l clmo’ to the “Anicn

' fvnchor of our peace an
ter and respectabﬂty abr oad.

Gentlemen of the Smate a:nd S
L From the bevmnmcr it has be

-of his maugmatmn by m

L\d th(, Thstr uetive
{ whu,_l she
as ‘the. sheet :

et mﬂ)orn as they e

this’ d'my ’lemrn" fo avoid the 10(,L
of thcse S‘m‘tc -

oe and. safety at home, a.nd ot ouf charac.

! Jovernor elect ) was dnly sworn ‘into o{'ﬁce by the . C. H; .
t Ch!ef g ustxce of the Supreme Court of Florida and -after
d th following @ addfess: : -

- House of I’eprescntatwes. AR k
on the custom in th'e States ..
or elect to improve the Gewasion
making such t2emarks a8 existing
ieht sugwest fmd by re c:ommcndmrr the
good of the countly

of our. Umou for the Govern

urcumsta.nces mig
adoption of “such measures as the .

mwht require. -
Tn compliance

address. JOu. 4. 3
to re«md the disi 1t01ested warnings of the”

By failing
«Father of his Coun’uy” against ithe baneful effects ‘of .the
spirit of pmty,’ and partxcularly «yhen founded on geo-

cra.phlcml dlscnmmatlons by om1tt1no‘ as he 'Ldnsed to.

1'emembe1‘ that “the jealousy
consta/ntly awake against the ipsidieus wiles “of foreign

influence,” » and by ne«rle(,tmcr as he recommended ‘to frown.

indignantly upoL the
alienate any porhon of our
enfeeble the sacT od ties which no¥ link together the various
10 of the United States, nearly five years

parts”——the peop
-ago, became involved in the terrific civil stri

but recently cnded.
to his advice, “ghe unity of c'ovemmcnt wh

us Ono people will again become «qear to US,

a1l future fime, we W Al regard it as “a
edifice of our r“'xl mddpe-ndeme, the suppor

Wlth thls tnne honomd custom, I ~n_ow

A5

At

“of a free people ourrht to. be.

first dawning of evety attempt to
country from the rest, or to-

fe Whuh has

We now hope that by a strict adherence
1ch constltutcs
? and that in
main pillar in the .
t of our tran-
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db homc, our: p(,au, abload ot our saf'(,t),
prospoxt), ‘of that very liberty we so highly prize. *i"‘“z

o - To, repair the waste of war; to restore the States™ to't
CL proper 1 1e1at10ns vmh the Umon -to bring -about anﬂ; .
: ‘- good f feeling and. hatermty ; tore- e:.tabhsh the G AT
’ on the prmuples of the Constitution, and to perp uq,{z' ﬁ
unity- by »securing : .all fhat makes it desirable are)
- objects of primary desire with all patriotic and L
North and South; East and West. ' o
. But it,is more partmulmly of our dutles as ut1{%:m,

L

.I‘lomda tha’é I would speak., -~ . . DR

' Aud, dn the first place, 4s We arc now renewmg r our Tela
tions ot friendship and union with the States of the Nort

let us be particular to abolish all points of dlﬂ'erence zunon ;

ourselves. During the late unhappy conflict, some of § us

were known as Union men, some as Constitutional Secessmn

' ists, and, others as Revolutionists. A glorious. opportunity is 1

Low 2 afforded to(ﬂmo away these names, and Wxgh them tho
"strlies they havé engendered, and to mect, as brethren ough

to meet, upon the platform of the Constitution which & our

=y ' . fathers made forusin 1787. IfI shall be permitted to admm-.
- ister the Government,? shall know no distinctions be’rweeu\

. ‘ citizens on account of P’Lat 1)011»1(:11 differences.. - )t

r - 1 will not ¢ondemn the Union man, because I know ﬁom

experience how completely the love of the Union becomes a
© part of our very, existence, and how it is endeared to us by

thousand glorlous recollections, and as many brilliant anmm—

pations. I know that the heart of Florida’s greatest and

most renowned citizen was 11temlly broken by the scverence

of the Union. ;

Nor will I condemn the Coustltutlonal Secessionist, Lj £

cause I know that, though he differed from me, his side Q_f

' ' the question was suppor tcd by ar, wuments, if not unansw ef-
able, yet of great plausibility, and by the anthority of many

‘of the orcatest names that this country has cver produced.

Nor )ct W111 I condemn the Revelutionist, for I kunow
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rh% he; thuurrh oiwu 111y ‘opposed to secession, ‘went into

thc War, atter the £ u,t was done, upon tho conviction that it »
wa no longet ‘an open question, and that it was the duty ot

‘every man to stmd or fall with his own section.

K In fact the gre at- que.,tlons connecned with the integrity
of tlﬁeSUmon were, beforc the wmar, so 11Lsett1el and the

' .OPIDIODS “of great men so varied, that it reqmr\,d~a man

greatly superior to myself to say with certainty who was

‘right and Who Was wrong. Snemw the different lunumnes

whxch gmded onr paople, I st not astonished th& the ver v

‘besD men in our land were found arrayed in opposing ranks. -
T need not enumerate the host of grzat men who stood

Wlth the immortal Cra¥ for the integrity of the Dmon and
against the doctrine of sceession. .

‘The logic of events has proved that they"were right. But
among those who held the contrary doctrine, that o State

{

™

i o,

[\

might secede from the Union: without an infraction of the -
Te dﬂral Constitution, we find the names of such men as Mr.. .

RAWLE, a distinguished lawyer of Pennsylvania, to whom

'Gen., Wasuveros more than once tendered the office ot

Attorney Gereral of the United States, Jomx Raxnorrrm, of
Roanoke, Narmanter Macon, of North*Carolina, Mr, Cu-
mouw, of South Oaro line, P. P Barrorr, a late Justice of
the-Supreme Court of the Unrited States, and Judge McKeax,
a late Chief Justice of the Suprome Court of Pe*nsylvamv.
Those who advoeated the right of revolution quoted 1

vemark of Mr. Wesstee, that “a bnrs.an broLcn on ong

fugitive slaves, the South ‘\'*ould 10 longer be hound by

‘compact.” Mr. GreeLEy, then{~85 now, a great leaam of

Northern sentiment, had said that “he could not see how
twenty millions ot people conld 1i ”fhtmlly hold ten, or even
five, in a Unien with them, by military furee”; and again,

“that if seven or eight Stmtu should send ageats to Wesh

T

- cingten to say ‘we want to get ont of the »_"nif_.sn,' hie shonld

1

 side was broken on 2ll sides, and that if the North shoald
" not obey the Constitution jn .xe cud to the renditiun of
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; fecl conntn mned Ly his devotlon to huunn rmht
them go.” In thisconnection lie also quoted the D
,jot Independence that’ “Governments are mstltutea
\beneﬁt of the governed ; and that When an
_croment beeomes dest1 uctive of these ends, _
,the people to ‘alter or “mbohsh it, and to’ 1nst1tute

Grovernment ? &c

any palt of a people, bemg sufhment in numbers to 1t )
respectable government, might set up for themselves, 84
TyrLer, a late President of the United States, held o

‘doctrine of secession, and Mr. Bucranan, the then Pre ,Jﬂ;z ’t;e
of the United Statea, said, just before. the eommencemen 5 fu‘(gll ,Wl ‘
the war, that while he thought a State had no nght to le 5 ol e 1‘r1e' *
~ the Union, yet if she should leave it, the remaining S K De?ce f
would have no rlght to coerce her return. - : ,Pn.d' cj:nn
Amidst these varions and conflicting views, all sup ' 1:1t 'rled’
“.. by the highest authority, it is no wondel ﬂl"tt our peo peeres
should have become bewildered, or that, being f01b1dden“b wmil-n,q
- the stress of events to remain ncutral, some should ha dotF elﬁ
“adhered to the Union and others to-the State o tI
For these reasons, I repeat, that if I shall be pelmltted nent, ¢
administer the .Government, I shall know no dlstlnetl o u[ifct') }|
between citizens on account of past political dlﬂ'erenees ¢ 5 a;
shall take it for granted that all have done what they ¢ co l Eﬁ e o ‘
ceived to be their duty under the circumstances, and; tho ¢ ‘(ICOIII
only question I shall ask concerning any one presentedt ? }le
me for position, will be,¢‘Is he honest, is he capable, 1s’h D tf( ‘
attached to the principles _tfle Constltutlon of the Umte fon % f
States and the Constitution ‘of the State of Florida 27 Au , ];fﬁt %:‘
shall have the equal benefit ‘of the laws, and, as Heaven 13 ! {hsdle:

my judge, all shall equally suffer the keencst pen'ﬂty of th ]
laws for any infraction theleof Law and order .shall bég

maintained. . .
T am h’lpp) to behc‘. i tluu_ this deelamtion‘ mects withy

¢that



glvcn ’Ehe most ar'ttlf'ynw 111cho‘1tlons that thoy hold thc
{7 paney opinion ‘with' mysolf‘ on 'this 311chct ‘All over the,
State I ,hear of c1t1zens who were recently in hostlhty, now

; momously ;"'and in our Constltutloml Couventlon, Just ad-
Journed ;T saw gcntlemen ‘who had served in the 'u-my of
- the Umted States, and gentlemen Who had’ served in the
army of the Oonfederate States sitting side by sade, con-
sultmcr ‘only for the oood of the Umon 'md the State as one
of its” members. ' . .
Having spoken of the relations which- ought to exist, and
- which, for’ the most part, do exist among the whité people
. of the State, I now naturally comne to speak of the feelings
which onght to be cherished, and the policy which onght to
‘be purs ued towards our colored population.

I think we are bound by every consideration of duty
gratitude, and interest, to make these people as enlightened,
prosperous and happy as their new sitration will admit.—
For generations past they have been our faithful, contented
and happy slaves. They. have been attached to our persons
and our fortuncs, sharing with us all our feelin O*a—re.]oxcmg'

with us in our prosperity, mourning with us in our adverslty
If there were e\ccptlons to this genoral rule, they were only
individual exceptions. ~ Every Southern man who hears me
knows that what I say is literally true in regard to the vast
mass of our colored population. The world h'xs never before
geen such a body of slaves. For, not only in peace, but in
war, they have been faithful to us. -During much of the
time of the late unhapp) dzﬁloultle"' s *Florida had a greater
aumber of men in the army, beyond er lmits, than consti-
tuted her entire voting population. This of course strlpped
many districts of then' entire arms-bearing inhabitants, ahd
left our females and intant children almost e.\(,luewely to the
protection of our slaves. They proved true to their trust.
3-‘ Not onc instance of insult; outrage, or indignity, has ever

s



come, to my Lnuwlédge They 1‘611"9.1119:1 st home 2
provmons for gur ar my. Many of thcn cht w1th
- _to the army, " and thcrc too, provtd the ﬁdehty Bk
,,_tnem When v*ell nu mg and C’LI‘ILO’ for t‘hem whenﬁg

"'md some of them rmmous, 10 ‘ml.e up 'u‘ms it O&u
"Although, for several years, W 1thin sound of the rru ;i
'vessels of tue United States, for six hundred ) '103“5}
»seahoard yet QC'lTCOly one in a thousand voluntamly
agricultural service to take shelter and freedom Urdey
flag of the Union, Itis not their fault that they ax
the had nothing to do with it: that was Blonﬂht a'bo
‘.‘tLe results and op emtxohs of t‘\ war.”

But they are free. They are no longer our coment ;
happy slaves, with an abuncant supl:l, of food and- 016

for themselvps and families, 'md the intelli Z “ce of

D

rior Tace to 1ook ahead and make all necessary arrangel
: 3
for their comfort. They are mow a discontented Al

happy people, many of them lLiouseless and hmnelesa, road}
ing about in gangs over the land, not knowing’ om,

» o
o0

&
where the or)pl

or the nawt are to eome from—es po
the ravages of disease and famine—oxpose ad to the te,r\:“g

v
_tions of theft and robbery, by which they are 100 olig
mercome—munov+ the 11~te1‘m°nce to provide for “THEL
selves when well, or to care fo themsclves when swkg ;
doomed to nntold sufferings and wltimate C\tulcflon uliﬁ

we intervene for their protection and preserv ation.

1,

we do it? "I repeat, we are Pound to do xt, by evely

eration of duty, grat umle nd interes o
Much has bee said of late about "Le importat iop of Tl
labor from Germegny, - 1‘eIaind_, Ttaly, and other coun‘\t}‘l
and with pLoJ,u- limitat md 1c<’r11cuon~ Tam i in f&vor
ity but let :

ciags of cur W.'

nat suﬂ'('lem to say the
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' § ' . tect them in all their righ

vy

e Imt \Lt £0 f‘u' dL‘“‘\'{\(.luL a8 to V.»n 1

people employmont, :md cmble thun to suppmt 1hc ns&lvc
~than have them remain upon oar ‘hands as a paunper races;
orﬁhore they are, and liere, for w eal or woe, they ate obliged
46 stay.s We . must- 1emembm ‘that ‘these b]acL people are
; *ngltl\ms of .this country, and have a pre- emlmon right ‘to be-
. .“ithe recipients of whatever favors we may have to. bestow
. We must protect them, if not against the competxtlon, at
: any rate against the exactions of wlnte hnmigrants: 'lhe"
will espeet our black-: Iaborers to do as much work in. thi
climate as they have beén accustomed to sce white ones
- 'perform in more Northera latitudes! We know ‘that they
~cannot do it. The§ never did it for us as slaves, and the
, -experience of the last six months shows that they will do no
+f - bettor as frcedmen. | Our fathers of 1783 knew that it twLes
A five black men to do the work of three white ones, ¢ ‘and
. consequently, in adjusting the apportionment of taxes upon
¥ the basis of the labor and induatry of the country, cleven of
- 4hé thirteen States of the old Jonfederation recom mended -
2 -that every five blacks be Lounted as only thrce.- The same
° ~‘rule was afterwards adopted in the Constitution of 1(8&. in
: ‘# . _regard to represcntaticn. DBut I fear those who may migrate
" hither from Ein'_qpe or clsewhere, will he unmindful of ,this
fact. We odghtmot to forget it, and bLetween forcign and
black labor we onght almys to 'give the preference to thic
Iatter when we can possibly m malke it available. And if we
’ : can offer sufficient inducements, I am inclined to think that
\f the black man, as a ficld hbore;, inour climate, \\'1]] prove

guore cfficient than the nnipf)"x ted white. .
r.colored people to m‘h'c aid

e onght to encourage’
mduatrv b') all the meausm our power,  We ought to pro-
¢, Doth of person and property, a:

Rt 2 o) NSV

&y

»

fully a5 we do the w Intoc

This ig the view taken by our recent State Colﬂ'Lntiun
After recognizing’ the fuct that they arc free, and deelaring
that slavery %:hﬂ-“ never herealtor exist in this State, they




txon, and h’l’ﬁ you will take great care, not only noj;!to
c,nmma.te in- your legislation against the colored rage
that you’ will so shape your enaetments as to promotg:’
wcltare ‘and ha.ppmess to the fullest possible extent
" ConSldm ing their ignorance and liability to be i 1mp
upon, I thmk it Would be well for. -you to provide that the
shall be bound by no contract to labor, unless the § same 5
reducéd to writing and acknowledged before some Judlcn
othcer that a qpeedy remedy be given them to collect theiz

wages, and tlnt they recover damawes when dlsmlssed w1th
“out vood cause. And on the other hand, cons1der1ng ho -

sentnl it is to the successful cultwahon of our grea
staples, that those who engage as laborers should rem&m
- throughout the whole pemod of service contracted for"
1'cconnncnd that a violation, without good cause, of »an
contract once fairly entered into, either by black or whits
laborers, be made a misdemeanor, and punishable w1th such
penaltics as will prevent the evil. - :

I .now invite your attention to our relatlons with the
Tederal Government. . SEee

Thus far our pcople have manifested their loyalty zmd
desire to return to the Union, by doing all that the Govern-
ment was understood to dcsu‘e, They have taken the oath
preseribed in the proclamation of the President, to suppor@
the Constitution of the United Smt:ea, and the union of the
States thereunder, and to ablde‘bj:'and faithfully support all
laws and proclamations which have been made during thé
cxisting rebellion with reference to the cmancipation 1(i)
slaves. » They have leld an elcctlon under the 1)rdclwma-
tion of the Provisional Governor, for members of a State
Convention. That Convention has annuiled the ordlmnc’e
of secession. It has repudiated all dcbts contracted by tlllé
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g1l those who W %laves -are noW frec. It has opencd to -
- them all the ‘Courts. It has admitted them a8 :ivit}icéées"‘i1i
oll cases in .which .they are ;interesté,d.' -And ﬂih"g‘hprt, they
“have Jeft nothing. andone which they anderbtood “the “Gov-

: ienlglént'»i:oﬂdesire. o

% the conclusion of -the session of . the -Convention, onr
‘much esteemed frovisional.Governor, who teprésents the
President, and 80 ‘Jeservedly possesses ‘his cotifidente as well

as that of our people, appeared before that body and said :

The result of them merits and receives my entire ‘approba-
tion as Provisional Governor. As a citizen of the State, 1
‘approve of nearly all that you have done. Speaking, how-
ever, merely 85 80 other citizen,*1 confess that some of
your action T could have preferred t0 have been different.
But, as Provisional Governory, I am ‘entirely sa_t/i.s;ﬁecl“?witﬁ
what you have done- You have done everything that in ¥
_ official capacity I asked you to_do- T asked nothing but
what was right. You have done it -all, ‘and;in {he right
gpirit. Your action in regard to negro teitimony receives
my especial' commendation. You have met the issue fairly
_and fully, and nave done all that could have been desired.

The Conventions é‘lt::?)ther States have evaded it by :trans'fer- :
ing it to their legislatures. T hope they will be siceessful
and Prosperous; but feel that the action of Florida, go fully -

in accordance with the wishes of the President, will place

her in a better situation than their's. With sucha Constitu-
tion as you ‘have adopted, there can be no reason to doubt
the admission of your Reprejsfgéta’dyé and Senatcrs into the
Congress of the United _Stateé:” . T
“Thus we have the endorsement of the Goverrment itself

upon the action of our Convention, that « they have done all

that could have been desired, and in the right spirit.” |
Yes, gentlemen, the Convention did all that 4 could do:
. And now onc thing remains for the Legislature to do, which

.. State since the date. of the ‘secession. 1t lins dgclm'p‘d that

«] congratulate you upon the termination of your labors. -

the Convention could not do, and that is to ratify-the pro- .

“
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. postd '-Zﬁn"cm‘h'.i'.cnt: 6 the Consfitution of th
vnmhrevﬂsioﬂow e R i
ARt SN eitherf’sl‘av'ery”nor‘.‘in%"blu‘n__tnr v servitude s
Cas'a pn'_ﬁ_‘i_é.l,m’iént_for crime, w}.xo_;‘ebf the h{pl‘ty',shauji;w
duly cofifficted, shall exist within "the nited Stafes
i their, jurisdiction. “Second. ;{_X“nc! o

slace subject 1o,

4,

- - shall have poxvé'“td'eﬁ:forc@ this article by appropriatend
lation” " TN e T gk
T cannot better aive you the reasons why this amen
shotild be’ adopted, and, at the same time, the true mea
of the ‘second " clause “tlrereof, than by repeating t0 s
portion of the ¢o srespondence whiel recently took Pl-;‘«?
" {iween the President and the Provisicnal Governor of S3ud
S o L Ll

L vl
-

Carolina. "¢ : A
On the 28th of October last, the President telegrap
.tO'."ﬂlQGOVGI;DOL‘ as follows: _ ce LW
“«T hope your Legislature will have no hesitation in adop
ing the amendment to the Constipution of the United Stat
. abolishing slavery.’ Tt will set an example which willd
“doubt be followed by theother States, and place South CiTly
lina in & mOst favorable attitude before the nation. I tris
_in God: thattit will be done. The nation and State
then be left fres and antrammeled to take that course wheh
“gound policy, wisdom and humanity may suggest.”
" Three days subsequently the President telegraphed to the
Governor as follows: : e A
«Thete is deep intercst felt as to what course the Legislg
ture will take in regard to the adoption of the amendmet
of the Constitution of the United bbates abolishing slaverys
and the assumption of debt created to aid in the tebelligiE
against the government of the United States. -I trusiil
(God that the restoration of_the, Union will not be defeéig
.and all that has so far becn well done, thrown away. 1 stillg
have faith that all will come’ont right yet. - This- opporty
nity ought to be anderstood and appreciated by the pcf)?l
of the Southern States. If I know my own heart, and every}
‘passion which enters it, it is my desire to restore the bless
ings of the Union, and tie np and heal every blecding wolndd
lwhich has been caunsed by the fratricidal war. Let us Dig
iguided by love and wisdom from on high, and nnion andd
Pence'(vill once More reign throughout the land.” el

ot

3
1 . -




o s G
p—

71 111&1 mnonu other things, that !

| “t‘, legrsla ;

: the constltutmnal amendment is T
'.unreason:;ble “because that clanse js T

! 33

5 the I’rovmou‘d Govern()r
t ¢ there wag-no obJectlon to

'mdophon “of the proposed amendment to” the Tederal = -
except an apprehensmn fthat | Concrress Amight, .
o_nd section of that 'mmcndment claim thn rwht_-
or the negro after ‘slavery was abohehed » 5
Stf\.te rephed on the Gth of No- R
er things, as follows:
tion -to the’ 1ast clause of
egarded as querulous and
eally restraining 1o its
effects . mstead ‘of .enlarging the ‘power of Congress. The
President’ ‘¢onsiders the aceeptance of the amendment by-
South Carclha as indispensable to & restora,tlon of her, ro]a-'
tions with the other States of the Union.” .
*“The President of ‘the United States, the Attorney Gene-'
ral, and’ the Secretary of State, are all undcrstood to concur
in thie obvions meaning of the proposed amendment,’ and
with this anderstanding, I earnestly ‘recommend it to your
'\doptlon Congress can only enforee, “‘ by appropuate legis-
lation,” the non-existence of slavery. This bemg done, thelr
is“exhausted, and ¢ the apprehension that -Congreéss
might, under the second scetion of the amendment, claim
the rwht to 100151% for the negro after slavery was abol-
ucmlous and unreasonable, becanse

ished,” 18 rowardea as q
that clause is really réstraining m its effects mstead of cn-

larging the powers of Congress.”
The only other objection I ha,vc he'u'd to the adop’mon ‘of

tlns amendment, is that its adoption may ‘only be opemng
the door to & demand for new £oncessions. - My answer is,
that we have no reason to believe that this will be so. It is
“anfair and ungenerous to suppose that the Government is
endea.vonncr to mvowle as into the adoption of certain meas
ures, with & promlso of a restoration of our rights in the
Union, when in fact it does not mean to admit us upon the
'rdoptwn of thosc meazurcs, but intends to 1mke furtlxer de-

5

eles;raphlc dlhp'ttch

To"this the’ Secretary of
vember ‘gtating, among oth
“4The obJectlon ‘which you -men

’

power




"suspxclon 3 enurdy qunwor thy. of the cour, i
.'dent of the United States hag pursued towards
: :‘.coss’atlo‘n tof hOStl]lth% He told us franLIy ho
-‘m g Whut Would be requu'ed of. us

expected Our Prov1~1onal Gov ernor told us 50 in hig ey
a2t Quincy, and on’ ‘other occasions. = All the acticn {8
~Convention was had with a full Lnowledge of thm;’

“ tion, and -in the adoptlon of the amendment" syou '
“be completmcr a series of measures which théy. k‘n
“be completed to secnre to the State all her nghts asts

- ber of the Union. PREL
' 'l;he new demand Whlch I am 1nformed somé fea
be made is that of negro suﬁ'rme I am satlsﬁed that
demand will never be rmde by the President. % If :tht
‘any one thing that he is more pledged to than another,

that of. 'Lllomnu cach State to “preseribe the quahﬁc
of elcctms 'md elmmhuy of persons to hold oﬂ"lce unde

W

says,) thc people of the soveral ‘\t tes composmg the“ﬁ
eéral Union have righttully exercised from-the ongm bk
Government to the present time.” Th1s is the D3
used and the position taken. by hird in his prochma
“or O'fuuz.mn' the first Provisional Government in North Ca
hna On the third of October last, he said, “Onr

A

safetv hcs in allo\\mo GJL]I Shto to control the 1wh

by Codfﬂcs:, T think thc P(}bltl()n ot the President Vﬁ.]

suctmmcd. e recent vute in Connecticut and- WloCO]’l

e‘:preqsly rupuumtluu’ uegro suffrage—together with” Lhe 1)
that it is allowed in only & fow States of the Unlon, :
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sert that m.my gencrations of freedom Lave not qusih~
i ir jmidst, to vote, while as many
ave qualified our millions,
But suppose, for the sake of the’ afgﬁment that’i@ohgrcs&
ould ‘make this demandmwhat then ¢ ~Still- I say wo will
B ﬁn 2 better position by having adopted the, amendment
Bt 5 wxll have done all that the Prcsxdent desired 1s to'do,
p far a5 the Executive Department is concerned we
eyconsxdered a5 in'the Union and entitled to the en-
went of all its blessings, for the Presxdent most faehngly
y “If .1 know my own heart and every passion which
titers if, it is my desire to restore the Dblessings of the Union,
2o Lo up and heal every bleec‘ung wound wlnch has been
caused by the fratticidal war.” We may then reasonablv
hopc that ere loncr martial law will cease to prevml J)ne‘}our
tate, that civil 1aw will be fully restored and the author;ty
nd jurisdiction of the State Government entirely reinstated.
If Congress shail unexpectedly refuse to admit our Senia:
=tors jand Representative, because we h'we not . allawed
Zhegro suﬁragn, Wwe must’ then without mamfestmcr any) “un-
= due 1rnp'zt1ence, wait until Congress shall think” better of ‘the

.atmns with the Unijon are 86 grPat that to do 80 We
( a\are wxlhng to yield every thing but our honor and our con-
rsclences. . We have all lost much—many of us out all-—all
i " ;but our honor.. Let us presérve that, though we lose every
B )ﬂnng elie. “We have becn able to give an honest and cou-
= wentlous consent to all that has been done, but each one of

sclcntlous assent to negro auﬁr'vrc There is not one of us
that woulrl not feel that hn was domg wrong, and bartering

: “ic while they leC(:t it thewselves, To do so would bé _

wtter.  The Jnstme of our ca use, the influence of the Pre51- '

"

[
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his self-respect, his 'cgnsc;'encg?-;‘111,«;}7‘:_;rlv;1§.s\"c‘]gty to
" and to the __,__Upion,»i_’,cSelf,'for"%theibeheﬁtsi-hg'ﬁ}ng'h

R
d 203%1

“my:State once more ¢ menmber fhereg
“is betfer, a* housand times -better, that she should
“out of .the Union, even as ‘one of “her subjngated ¥
"' thaxi o back *, eviscerated -of -her ‘manhood,”,ddeth
 her :honor, recreant to het :duty—without her 1t

“and of -course ‘without the réspect of .the alance ol 48
andy

kind—a miserable thing, with the seeds of ‘moral
cal .death in " herself, soon to be communicated ton
& assoclates. e e T o Al R
i -If time allowed, T would like, now, tq speak of whil
(4! vislon ought to be made for our poor and "for,-_-tho‘s"
“ havébeen disabled in, or made widows and orphans‘hy
- . late” war, and upon our financial, educational and »;e
improvement systems. But to do 'so,‘Wouldfp'r'otruﬁfc‘
¢ remarks to an inconvenient length. I must, th:er,eforgf
‘vwhat I have fo say on these and other points, the si}j)

i

y

- of : §15ecial;:r1hessagés. " Ishall at all times seek a free’
change of Jopinions with you, deeming it ‘i_mportan‘tﬁt ‘
welfare of the State tlat a good understanding and, cof -~
relations shall exist between the Executive and Legislaf
Departments of the government, =~ ¥ - b ]

o . .

And in this connexion, it is proper. to s

ay, that. I
.deem it my duty, as the-representative of the State, ‘an (R
will be in_ perfect accord with my feelings, to cultivateith
friendship and invitq the confidence and co-operation of;

. Provisional Governor and of the gentlemen of the arn

 the United States, who are sationed amongst us. “They
our felldw-citizens_ and the officers of our governme ”g,
duty here, not to irritate and oppress us, but to assist in;pr
serving order during our transition state, and to cond i3]
and soothe.  With few exceptions, they all Liave ﬁllqd?]{

. s . . . . : Q v
delicate mission with crcdit to themselves and gati fac
tous. To Maj. Gen. Losrre, commanding in this Sta

-



bl
e X
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" t,]mnks'mc dug, for the general justice and mnlducsa wu,[: o : ,!'_ =
%luc]: h'g‘has exer (,1:0(1 his great authont), and pdxtmuhu &y" ! ¥
‘ﬂlexfacxhtlcs Lhehas_ aﬁ'olded both to the" memb oi t]ﬁc.: L , N E

ince, whether in prospenty or advers1tv, peace GF War, h'we .
1d me in the eribrace of their confidence. 2&3 a Ls,w yer, . . ?\ _
y epresenﬁwtwe, Senatm Remstcl of Public L’yuds and J udge Y q"
“of ‘thé Supreme Court, they have always stood by, encour-
aged, sustained, and, with their approbation, more pxeclous - I
N than the gold of Ophu tewarded me. . i et . I

*}Ar . -
P21 e
ey

TR X

_ Six years ago, when they placed me upon the Bench of
the Supreme Court, I fondly hoped my political days were
.numbered, and that the residue of my life was to be spent

-"in the calmer labors of Judlcm,l investigation. But now, the"
" tornado of civil discord having swept ovet the land plostm.-
ting every interest, entirely destroymg our labor system, and
uprooting the very foundations of owr political edifice, they . =
" have called me, w1t11 a unammous voice, to ‘DI‘OSldO as Grand

o _,/v_, .

that tlns honor has been conferred: thhout ‘one, woxd of,

- ‘solicitation, without the writing of a single lettex or the - ' f

. making of a single speech——mthout a pledwe, a phtfmm or 3,

t 2 party. } : (
~ For this extraordlmry mwnlfeqtatlon of kindness qnd con- - 2

fidence, I wish thus publicly to.acknowledge wy gxeat in-
debtedness to the masses of the people. »
But,it is not in words that I will attempt to cxpress my
gxatltude The unremitting and utmost cfforts of whatever
© powers a merciful God may bestow, to secure to owr State, !




. and our whole ]and I brmg these remarks b ¥

. mcnt must attcat
o e*_ k

5, ’\l,

2 1 t K -
nd. now, gentle nen,req 'stmrr all the plou SHpe
the _;State to join me in przt?e
will “eonvett the Weakriess® adequacy I
fcel into strength a.nd competency for the good of:
try, and that he Wlll of Tis abundant mercy,'blessvo

oaclo
Ky

: Thc Seuatc met pursuant to achourn:r.ent
The President'in the Chair, -
A quorum present, e R -
Mr. Ross gave notlce that he will at an early day intrody
follomug bills:™ - LT e T
JEA Bl to :be entltlcd An act to prevent thc ih‘fiab_itaf)ts fro
rymrr fire-drms; o
" Abill to authorlze Connty Wor L-houscs cand
A bill to regu]a.tc thc hire of servanis and laborers, -
““Mr.Aberérombie | gave notice that he will on some fatule don
troduce & bill, to be entitled Atl act auLhouzmw the city of Pe
cola to, issue bonds.
EMr, Kenan presented the pctmou of Wm. ScuH asLmnr rehe ;
‘Which was referred to the Comn;uttee on l’ldposmons and [e
vances,
: Mr. Pearce proscutud the petition of Wu. M. Shockley ; b

Which was read and referr ed to the Commlttee on Prbposf i
and Grievances,

Pt
et

Thc following commumntlon was received from the House, ;
he preamble and resolations mdered to be cnrolled ; o

HOUSE oF REPRLSENTATIVI:S

December 19, 186o o
on. THOMASN WmTE,

- President of the Scnate. pro tem.: Y

Sir: The House of Repr cscntatwcs has this dav" é(ldptc'd_'ihg‘fb
lowmtrxcsolutmn viz ; - R

e i et e,

RS O P
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