. and our whole ]and I brmg these remarks b ¥

. mcnt must attcat
o e*_ k

5, ’\l,

2 1 t K -
nd. now, gentle nen,req 'stmrr all the plou SHpe
the _;State to join me in przt?e
will “eonvett the Weakriess® adequacy I
fcel into strength a.nd competency for the good of:
try, and that he Wlll of Tis abundant mercy,'blessvo

oaclo
Ky

: Thc Seuatc met pursuant to achourn:r.ent
The President'in the Chair, -
A quorum present, e R -
Mr. Ross gave notlce that he will at an early day intrody
follomug bills:™ - LT e T
JEA Bl to :be entltlcd An act to prevent thc ih‘fiab_itaf)ts fro
rymrr fire-drms; o
" Abill to authorlze Connty Wor L-houscs cand
A bill to regu]a.tc thc hire of servanis and laborers, -
““Mr.Aberérombie | gave notice that he will on some fatule don
troduce & bill, to be entitled Atl act auLhouzmw the city of Pe
cola to, issue bonds.
EMr, Kenan presented the pctmou of Wm. ScuH asLmnr rehe ;
‘Which was referred to the Comn;uttee on l’ldposmons and [e
vances,
: Mr. Pearce proscutud the petition of Wu. M. Shockley ; b

Which was read and referr ed to the Commlttee on Prbposf i
and Grievances,

Pt
et

Thc following commumntlon was received from the House, ;
he preamble and resolations mdered to be cnrolled ; o

HOUSE oF REPRLSENTATIVI:S

December 19, 186o o
on. THOMASN WmTE,

- President of the Scnate. pro tem.: Y

Sir: The House of Repr cscntatwcs has this dav" é(ldptc'd_'ihg‘fb
lowmtrxcsolutmn viz ; - R

e i et e,

RS O P
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tative -Hall on ‘Saturday,'the 23d day of December, 1865, 26412

- House .

. mme

ki 3

‘Vl

.
reambk 'md resolution al.mrr (he l’u,suknt of tlm Umtgif
xtend Exccntwc clnmcnr‘y to John H Gec of Flonsla

Rcsolved”{)y the Senate (t.he I_{ouse concm-rm ) th'\.t the Senate .
suse of Represcnt'mvcs ‘meet in joint session in the Represen- "

o'clock M. for the purpose of electing two Senators to replesent this -
State in the Sendte of the United Smtes, e e
\Nhlch was rmd adoptcd and ordexed t.o “be cemﬁe

Thc J omt Commlttee on Rnlcs que thc followmfr rcport

"IOINT RULES o N

'R 1

RUL‘E 1. Messwcs from cn.her Hou se to the other éhqﬁ be seg:t
bv such persons as a’sense of propnet) in c'wh Hon s¢ -may deter-

I

‘9. After a "bill shall have pfmssed ‘boih TTouses, it shall be dnly ens
wolled by the Clerk of the House of Replesenmtwcq or by ‘the See-
retary of the Semte, as the bill may have onrrmated in™ one or the
other House. -

3. When bills sh'ﬂl be enr olled they shall be e\'\mmed by a
Joint Committee of at least two from the Semto, and two frow the
“House of Representatives, appointed as a “Standing Commlttee for
that purpose, who shall forthwith make report. = .

4.'When abill or resolution, which shall have” passcd in one
House is rejected in the other, notice thereof shall be given to “the
Housc in which the same fay have passed.

5. When a bill or resolutxou which bas been pwsucd in one ITouse,
shall be reJccted in the other, & shall not be brought in during tho
same sessnon, withont notice of ten days, and lea\'e of two tlmds of
that House in which it shall be moved.

6. Each House shall transmit to the other all p'\pcrs on whlch
any bill or resolution shall be founded.

7. After each House shall have adhered to their d]s'wrecment, a
b1ll or resolution shall be' lost.

8. When clections arc required to be made by joint vote of the
two Houscs, the time of electing shall be previously agreed upon.-

9. In every Joiut Comnittee “the member first named ou the part
“of the House ﬁlat proposing s uf‘i‘ C ommlttf‘& shall convene. the

same.




tumnmd c“,cpt to ﬂ.dJOllln to procecd to vote'
" withidraw a Candidate—which motlons shall’ ha.ve Iffebedc
order. they stand. :
11. The clomgs thromhout shall f)rocced wn;hout deb
12. Communications shall be made on paper, “and sighag
Sceretary of each House, and transmitted by the Mesg
Dom]xcepel. . '
13. In every case of disagreement Letween the Scnat‘, 4
()f Rupresenmtweq cither House may suggest conf ;ence i
point a Committee for that purpose, and the other, Iouse o
appoint a Compmittee to confer at a convenient hour, to be d?
tcd by the Chairman; said Cemmittee shall mect aud cor
“on the subjekt of chmmu,mcnt 'S
14. Whencver a pub]u, bill or resolutlon is ordered to%etp ‘
for the usé of either House, 2 number shall be ordered soffcidh
the usc of both 1louscs, and it shall be the duty of the Sccrofal
the Senate or Clerk of the Bouse, as the case may be, to info
other House of such order, and to transmit to that Ilouse ’I
qnmtv number of pnntod coples

A

¥

b4y
ks

T. w. BREVARD,

Chairman Sunate Commll

ou]cxed to be prmt(.d
T ho Comlmttcg on Rules made the following rep01t

INDEX TO THE RULES OF THE SENATE.

Admiltance of visitors to the Senate, Rule -
Amendment or suspension of the Rules of the Senate,
Amending the title of a bill or resolution, -
Fon1m1ttccs, - - - - - - -
Committing of a Lill or resolution, * - - -
Confidential communications from the Governor,
Decision of points of order by the President, -
Division of questions in debate, - - -
Dutics of the Seerctary on the ad]ournment of thc
General Assembly, - - - - -
Engrossing hills or resolutions, - - -
L\uy member shall address the Chair whm speak-
ing, &e,, - - - - - - - -
Eutumrr plouccdmm of the Senate on the Journal, -
Filling up blinks, - . - - - - -
Hours of meeting and adjoarnment of Scnate. . - -

RS P €



Motlonb Decessary 1o | go on the 3 omnal _
Momons for the reconsideration of voles, -
Mess'lge: transmitted to House of Representatwes,
Member~ without the bar of the Senate not, penmtted

- C -

No membe- shall inter rupt the busmess of the Senate,‘ .
&y ny e - et
No member shall spe'tL more than tw.cp, &e.,
No¥ice of an intended motion to bring in a bill,
Ob_]ectlon ofa member to-the readma of a papor
determined, < - = - -«
Order of busmess of the Senate, Co=
Officers of the Senate to be swornin, *
Penalty for members absenting themseh es wmﬁout

Hov;

Jeave, - - . - - - - - S0 10
Pusishment of members for dlsorderly beh'mo\ in the
:Benate, - - - - - e e - - 43
Reading of bills and resolutions, - - S - 24 and 25'
Remarlks touching the character of persons nominated 5
by the Governm - - -, - - - - 33
"Secret sessions of the Senate, - - - - - 18
The President’s duties, - - - s = . = 1 2 and, 3
Taking the yeas and nays, - - ek B U
The Presideut shall have the right to place a substltute T
in the chair, &e, - - - e 21
When two or more members shall rise, &c " - 7
W{t?,en a member s called to order for exceptwnal words L
S - N
“When a question is under debwte, \\h'mt motions are in E
order, - - - - - - - - 718
When acting on conﬁde'\tnl executive business, - ~ - - 34
- - - R ) 37

When messengers may be introduced,

-

STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE.

RuLe 1. The President shall take the chair cvery day ab the hout
to which the Senate shall have adjourned ; shall immediately call the
members to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause

" the Journal of the preceding day to be tead, unless the reading
thereof shall, by unanimous consent, be dispensed with ; and in case

the President shonld not be present to take the chair at the appoint-

6

Fu
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.ed hour, the Senate shall forthwi h proceed to elget 4

until the President shall determine whether he is in o,
“and every question of order shall be decided by the Pres;

42

‘ i

C ri i & = ldC q
tem., who shall vacate the seat upon the return of theVI-)i-;- 9
2.. He shall preserve order and decorum ; may sp'eak;tg;_ L K ey 01CC,
order in preference to other members, rising from his ‘seztin ; ‘ Aleto
purpose ; and decide questions of order, subject to an a
Senate by any two members; on which appeal, no meg
speak more than once, unless by leave of the Senate.
3. He shall rise to put the question, but may state it i
4. No member shall speak 1o another, or otherwise jpi
business of the Senate, while the Journals or public papers
read, or pass between the President and any.. othcr,membef;
addressing the Senate, . R Ay
5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the Chaif e
ing in his place; and when he has finished, shall sit down X
6. No member shall speak more than twice jn any onc'dels
the same sabject, without ledve of the Senato, R - PR,
" 7. When two or more members shall rise at the same iR o ; \5'\} of o1
President shall name the person-entitled to proceed. A
..8. When a member shall be called to order, he s:.a‘f

out debate, but subject to an appeal to the Senate, b
9. If any member shall be called to order for words spoké f
exceptional words shall be immediately taken down in Wliting!
the President may be better enabled to judge of the matte
10. No member shall absent himself from the service of th s
ate, without leave of the Senate jand in case a less number ‘i \
quorum shall convene, they are hereby anthorized to send the
geant-at-arms, or any other person or persons by them aughiy
for any or all absent members, as the majority of such membe
agree at the expense of such absent members respectively, Q“,g' :
such exeuse for non-attendance shall be made as the Ssnate, wholl
quorum is convened, shall judge sufficient,
11. No motion shall be debated until it be seconded. iy
12, That no mation necessary t0 go on the Journal, shall X -
terlained by the President until the form is reduced to writing,
cept motions to adjourn, and motions of course, such as to re
paper, to place among the orders of the day, to read a second tin
or to eugross for a third reading on to-morrow, and the introgpm
of every bill or resolution shall turnish a written statement contal
ing the name of the Senator, and tho fact that pursuant to_previg
notice he introduces sajd bill, naming them by their titles,’ /B
13. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be recelyeis
ed but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinitely, ;ta8
postpone to a day certain, to amend or to commit; which seve
motions shall have precedence in the order in which
ranged ; and the motion to adjourn shall alway

they stand
s be in order, anlg




avlid

43

al n addressing the Senate, oF awhen
¢ engaged 10, taking & votes and the’ motions

lic on the table shall Soe-decided without it
< ~debate shall contain several s poi

1
hall be engaged

whon i membet St
the Scnate $ :
,;idjd@\i‘f\"and to lie
"4, "1f the questionin
member maya. “the salne divided. . f.oew o oo SRy
:'f‘lﬁ.‘lﬂfﬁl)ingk_up blanks, the largest: sum’ and the Jongest time
shall bo first put-.. e T LT s
+16.“When' the reading of a paper is called for, and the ‘same is "°
 objected o by any lgémbéi‘, it~ shall be ifdet;erminec_l by vote of the R
Se_3_‘2ite,‘_yiri,th6ﬁt,ﬂebaté. e ST S T
17.*‘-Whe'1'1':th'e yeas and nays ghall be called for by two of the
£, eV smber within the bar of the Senate af the "

" members present, every m with _
- timé the question Was put:by the President, shall, (unleés;"_qu‘fspémal
reasons, he be ‘excugéd by the Senate,) declare_openly and without, |
debate his assent or dissent to the question. “In taking the eas and -
nays ppon, the call of the Senate, the names of ¢lie ‘memabers shall
be taken alphabetically. SRR e
18. ‘On a motion ‘made and seconded to ‘shut 't
Senate, in the discussion of any basiness which may, in the ‘opiniont
of any member, require secresy, the President ghall direct, the gal
lery to be cleared } and during the Jiscussion of such motion, the
Joor shall remain shut; and no motion shall be deemied in ‘orderto”
admit apy person OF persons whatever.. N :
“19. The following order shall be observed in taking up the’ busi-
noss of the Senateé to wit: Tirst, Motions; Second, Petitions,
morials and ot” 3t Papers, addressed either to the -Senate, 0t to the
President th’ ,'df; Third, Resolutions ) TFourth, Reports of Standing

Committees ; Tifth, Reports of Sclect Committee

- of theDay. : EOMIE I
,7,}*»20‘.‘;?-7\7\"hen a question has been once made snd decided, it shall be
it prder for any member of the majority to move the reconsideration

thereof; but 0o motion for the Teconsideration of any vote shall be
in order afier & bill, resolutiot, message, report of amendment, upon

which the vote was taken, chall have gone out of the possession o

. the Senate, announcing its decision; mor shall any motion for recon-
sideration be in order, unless the same shall be made within the
pext two days of actual session thereafter. C -

" g1, The President chall have the right t0 name a member of the

Senate to perform the duties of the Chair; dut sach substitute shail

not extend beyond an adjournment. :
morial, addressed to the Senate,

99, Before any petition, or mC

chall be received and read, whether the same be introduced by the
President or 8 member, a brief statement of the contents of the
Hetition OF memorial shall verbally be made by
whicl, it may bg referred to 3 Comunittec.

" 93. One day’s notice at least shall be givenof an jntended motion
for leave t0 bring inabill. T

wa

ho-doors of the -

J.Iel-‘, h

sand Jastly, Orders

the introducer; after

'ﬁh

g
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24. Every bill, resolution of a pablic naturé, oy esolatig
appropriation of the public money,  shall receive thyga 2
viously to its being passed; and the President shall giv‘f 3
each, whether it be the first, second or third, which rog
be on threc different days, unless, in case of emergency, fon
the Senate may deem 1t expedient to dispense with the vy
. 25. The first reading of a bill or resolation of a public:
fof the appropriation of the public money, shall be for the
tion of the Senate, at which reading the introducer shij];
right to state the general principles of the bill or resolith;
case may be, and the causes for introducing it ; and if 8‘5 y i
made to it, the question shall be, “shall the bill o solotiohs
jected ¥’ dpon which question there shail be no debate.
* position be made, or if the question to reject be negatived, t
.or resolution shall goto asecond reading without a question -8
+ 26. No'bill or resolution of a public natare, requiring thefnm
priation of public money, shall be committed or amended * JpfQ
shall have been - fwice Tead, after which it may be commi(iy
‘amended. - - : : AT
27. When a bill or resolution of a public nature, or for th'e'“ap
_priation of pablic money, shall have been read the second timg
before both sides of the question shall have been put to the Sé’
upon its. passage, it shail be in order for any member to moy;
commitment to a Committes of the whole honse—that i lie'c
table for its*indefinite postponement—for its postpouement to 34
~ certain—for its commitment to a Standing Committee—td a Sef
Committee—or to amend ; which motions shall have precedent
_ the order dbove stated.; After a bill or resolution shall have Jyé
'amemled,_?it':‘shall again be read as amended for the informat
-the Senate, befors the questien shall be put apon its passage;
28. Before a bill or resolution inquirtng three readings shal
read the third time in the Senate, it shall be carefully engros
(without iaterlineation overasure,) nnder the direetion of the S
retary of the Sdnate, and upon this reading of the bill or resolutio
it shall not be committed or amended without the consent of th
fourths of the Scnate. A
29. Tt shall not be in order to amend the title of a bill or re?l;{t
tion until it shall have passed its second reading. Khe .
30. The title of bills, and such parts theveof only as shall bezaf:
fected by proposed amendments, shall be inserted in the Jourvils,
31. The President of the Senate shall appoint the followingd
Standing Gommittees, which shall thus be denominated o0
- Committee on the Judiciafy. .
Committee on the State of the Commonwealth.
. Committee on Corporations. - ~
. Committee on Schools and Colieges
. Committee on Propositions and Grievances,

L
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- Committee oW Luternal Improvements.
omimnitteior Flec Gl .
S.-'(,Jbrﬂﬁ“ﬁtt.ee.on‘i?‘_ina ,and Public Actodunts.
- Committee on Engrossed Dils 0T
.10: .Commiftee on Earolled Bills. - -
11.“,_(30mnflitt¢e on Pablic Lands. 7 7
19, Committee on the Execntive Dopartment
:Comihittée 00 Military Affaits. -~ © © o
i1 Committee on Taxation and Revenue.
: 15."{,Cbmi1.ﬂtt<_§e on '_Fedel‘a\ Relations.
; >..,“16."""Co'ri"1fﬁ1|;t;§eg_dh' ;‘&gi'ic;1lt\11'e. S
17 Committee on sobjects convect
* tion of ihe State.' - . Lo eT v
*7yg, Committee OB Boundaries. - -
' 32, All. confiden ial communications made by the :Governor 6.
~ the Senate, shall “be by members thereof kept secret until iije Sen-..
. aterby their resolution, take ‘off the injunction of scctesy. B
#33. AlL_informatﬁ.on or remarks touching or concerning the char-
acter or qualifications of any person nominated by the Governot io
office shall be kept secret . oo oo
‘34, When acting on confidential Exe
shall be cleared of all persons except t
Arms, Messenger and Door-Keéper. - -,
35. The proceedings of the Senate when not acting in ‘w()ommit-
tee of the Whole, shall be entered on the Jotrnal as conciscly 88
ossible, care being gaken to detall an accurate and trac 'Q:xccc‘)unt of
the -proceedings. .~ S o i, f,: SN
36. Messages shall be transmitted to the House of Represents tives
. by the Secretary : apon each of which shall Aously be endorsed,
b ihe Secretary, the final determination of;the Senate thereon. -
- Messengers may be introduced in any stage of -the bnsi!
“exeept while a question is being put, ov while the yeas '
are being called. : S
38. Tue Governor of the State, former Governofs of the State and
Territory, and former Senators and Representutivcs_' From this State -
to the Congress of the United States, and also Senators and rmem-
bers of the United States Congress, _State House officers, mem-
e branch of the General Assembly and
State, shall be

P

od with the colored popu\hl‘
S ,'f;;"';ﬁ..h’ .gH

the Senate

cutive business,
Sorgcant at-

he Secretary,

A bers of the Representutiv

. Judges of the Charnéery and Circuit Courts of this
Sy admisted to & seat within the bar of the Senate Chamber, and .ap y

- other person upon the invitation of 2 member of the Senate. -

i B 39. The Secretary of the Senate, Sergealxx,t,-at-A;'lns,- Messenger
o and Door-Keeper, shall be severally sworn by the President, zyell
- and faithfully to discharge their respective duties, and to keep secret
X o the proc_e.eding'of the Senate when sittiny with closed doors. :
a8, 40. No member who was without the bar of the Senate when the
i question was put by the Chair, shall be permitted t0 yote on the

.




‘clonnn,t .of\fr)
ich ;‘hall only 56 suspcn

be requlred to'ﬁie m

becxetdly of State all } pd 13 on file with hun
business, @1l ‘original paper:
‘be reqiiired to ‘obtain a certificate fxom the

_ $éh"lias béen doiié, and; ﬁle the same wwh the Tre easu
cewnlg,ins compensatlou :

3. To give effect to these rules, the Pl .

the %n,rovea.nt «t-Arm¢ 6 take into -custody—and_if unablgy
to summﬂﬁ a posse for that purpose—and coufing until 'Ehe "
adjourns, any meinber for disorderly ‘behavior, in
ploceedmgs of the Senate, after being called to' 01der :
~sisfent refusal tsobey the Chair in alemmmd.te order : b
‘ber shall be entltled to an appeal to the Senate fxom the Ore
the (,luur e

i

T. . BREVAf‘
T Chairman Special Commitf,
«\Vhlch w% rcccned read and the rules adoptcd and ‘ot
»H "dled c<>p1e§Jonderul to_be printed.. . T
()n motiGn of “Mr, Blrd the Scnate adjourned untll 3 ncl

X g,
4 '\
T M

-Vg‘\

T‘IPDE OLLOCL P M

The Senate met pm‘snant to adjournment.

The President in the chmr.

A quorum present,

A committee from the flouse appeared anginformed tl.e Set
that the House had passed a resolution” to go into an electionHol
" United States Senators on Friday, the 22nd inst., and' asked 4]
concarrence of the Senate in the same.

ih%‘rcsolutlon was ordeled to lie on the table

Thé rales buncr waived, :

Mr. Kenan, Chauman of the Commlttce on Electlons, madc th
followmg report

The Committee. on Eler‘twns, to whow was referred & rcSOlllt!O
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. de&la,x-ir{g Edward lan Senator elect from

District, vl entitle

“under considera hnd have:tnst

‘ab 4 election held in the 15th ‘Senab
< § November, A:D. 1803, Biverd
winiod -of your -committee; "duly clected

aualified to represent -gaid distriet. Your.

AR

7y RS W TS B . Rt
B " Therefore be o resolved by the Senate, That Hon. Edw?\.r_ng ordaf
 “the 15th f‘%@patérial. -

. 'is entitled to_his seat, as Senator -elect from’

Distriet. " hL - .‘. o
%:Mir. Gorrie made the following report

Tt

P I “all political power is inherent in the peoplq".}é;:. The ‘cir
: N _of -this case, as enquired into by the Committeg;
..o that ;on the 20th day of November last, “at an “ection"holden &t

] 7 % b different precinets in the 15th Senatorial D

signed fully and freely admit the ineligibility

2\ reason of his being a pon-resident of said district—still they caniot
B - allow the position ihat this body has nnder this case, any - powsT

 bythe qualified electors or the term of two ye
" in the same manner and in the same places,

" laboring under the impresion that Mr. Cotgrell

. for Co_ttrcll over Jordan, the claimant, and the

o
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his seas as snch Scnator, hive had the sane

‘récommend ‘fliat the resolution declaring* Edward Jordan Senator
elect from the 13th Senatoral District be adopted. . - - 7, o
’ * ' 2D.L. K '

The undersigned beg leave respectfully to disagree, with,the con-
clusions arrived at by the majority of the Committee on *Elections;
that in the consideration of this matter they have recirred to the .
* ' fundamental principles,upon which the Government is based, and
that they are unable to forget or pass over theigres} priiple “Thab -

C

‘; . "Florida, composed of the counties of Lafayette and Taylor, the
: people of said counties did then and there give a preference for the -
y - Hom. J. L. F. Cottrell, a pon-resident of the District, for the posi-
i tion of Senator from said Senatorial District; andg\'vhile the under-

whatever to decide as to who is Senator from the 15th District, be-

" members of the House of Representatives. ‘That the people "weré

‘boring under this jmpression they have Jhown a decided preference .

the '1:5‘;h_ Senatorial

their .chainsag,‘ re-

§ v"st‘,;i('i_t._“}(le: L
0 stitntionally
mittee do therefore

KENAN, "Ch'n."

Which was received and read. . &
v T ‘ - . ) . R v "‘:.;"'
Minority Report of Commitiee on Elections. 7 -

qmst-ances
“the fact W

exhib

isfrict of the State of

of said Cottrell, :by

cause it 1s especially 'ptjovided “jn the Constitution of the State of .
Flomda, in Article IV., Section 5: “The Senators shall be thosen

ars, at the same time,
where they vote for

was qualified, and la-

telore we believe tha




Rmhts’ﬁf the’people ot
I 18 Tnher

xary have ew(pless-‘ )
c{efore the

. demrrned rcspéctﬁl]ly $llbmlt that th t;people
~ ]m\’d the right to elect a Sepat havmg doy
. day of Noveniber ]‘Lst, 'uld u_apcctfully 81

”prﬂsenga fzve 0
‘State of _Iflorzda in General Assembly nve}wd That the “scat_of
the Senatox from the 15th Senatorial Dxxmct is vacagt, and that the
" Gov erﬁor be requcsted to ‘order 4u election in smd dlstnct "or s*ud

Sm'ltor “Wttas carly day as po<31‘.)1e'
4-2

e
EHr R

KE\'AN .

Mr. Vann mov ed tho rcpnrt of the ma)onty be concurre(l in
,.? The yeas and hays were called for by L\IE“SI‘E. Vaun and Ixemn.
*#¥ "Ihe vote was?

Yeas-=Messrs. Baker, Lll’d Fmerr'tn, ch.hy, Momson Poc, A
Rlbhald Robbeau, Sueele, Turner and Vanp—11.-. - : 1..:‘

" I\ays—,Mr asrs. Abercrombie, Brevard, Crawtord Ev ans, Gome, N
Kenan, =Pearce Roper, White and Whltehurst——lo N _ W
B0 the report was concurred in and the esolution adopted T 4

Mr. Jordau S«.nauor from, the 15th District, presented himself at %

*’the ‘desk and was dnly sworn in by the Pre51deut of- the Senate. ~ - %

The Lommlttee on%‘:lccuon: mzde the following report : . ;

&z The Ga’mmltteeﬁm otions,*to whom was referred the ap hca- "

" tion of JH. McLellan t6 investizate and report whether “he’b ‘ !
eatitled to represent the 6th Senatoriul District, he having received *

the largest number of votes at an election held on the 29th day . of %

Nov embcr, 1863, in and for sald district, Iespectfull" ask leaveto =

Lt . R

T REPORT C

\Sectlon 5, Art. IV of the Coustitution of the State &5 Flonda ;
provxdes thit “no man shall be Senator unlesshe shall have Leen an
inhabitant of this State two years next preceding his election, and: #
s thelagt year thercof a resident of the district or county for which he
shall be chosen.” It appears that J. Hl. McLellan was not a resident

O

of the 6th senatorial district one year next preceding his election,
- and iS"therefore, in the opinion of your committee, conshtutlouallv J
: (llsquahﬁed from bem0‘ such Senator. ol ¥
. : D. L. B.E\I N, Ch’ ;
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eterombic g’avc fotice that on _some future . day he will
806 the following bills : - »

41 16 be entitled An act to protect the shippiﬁg intgr’esjj in”

%10 to be entitled An act regulating pilotage. .
i{= Finegan gave notice that he will 2t some futare day intro-

e.;- a]SO, -

bill to be entitied An act'to remove the county site of Nas-
unty {ret Callahan te Fernﬁnd)na, 1n said county. L
Hendry'give netice that he will at some future day intro-
bill for the relief of stock raisers in this State. -
llovaif)ﬁ communication was reccived from His Excelleney .

‘ 0 Ver:r.lb'i'

, oo Exscurive OFFICE,
s Tallahassee, Pec,'21, 18635,

Lhen oy, K el B
¢ Hon. PRESIBENT OF THE SENATE:.

5. -
= 6 h T

$Sm: The Committee appointed by the Provisional Gevernor, un-
37 Tesolution of the Convention to “examine and report to the
[eneral Assembly for their action thereon, the changes and amend- 'f
WWvsonts to be made to the existing statutes, and the additionsrequired '~
creto, 80 as to cause the same to conform to the requisitions of the
. cnded Constitution, and with reference especially to the altered
M condition of the colored race,” &c., have completed their work and

resented it to e, with the “request that it be laid before "the two’
%a’nses of the General Assembly.” o
4 most respectfully do so.2,
I have'the Honor to be, - ; :
W¥ery respectfully, I T
Your obedient servant, e RS
s - D. 8. WALKER.

k ;,GOI‘l‘ie ‘moved that the message of His Excellency the "Gov-
REINOT bé spread upon the Journal, the accompanying documents be
;- veferred to the committee “On all subjects connected with™ the -Col
2 lored Population of this State,” and one hundred cdpies thereof be
printed for the use of the General Assembly; v
Which was adopted. -

O

b

Lt

Zo the General Assembly of the State of Florida’:

GenTLEMEYN :—The undersigned were appointed by the Provision-
7, al Governor, under a Resolution of the recent State Coavention,snd
B cbarged with the duty of reporting to the General Assembly, the’

. “changes and amendments to be made to the existing statutes, and
S, the additions’_ required thereto, se as to cause the same to conform”
i
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to Lhe l'e.quhxt.ona of thu amended conatuutlou, and mth 1'cf<.1unce K
cspecullv to the altered condition of thé colorgd race.” .
- In entering upon the discharge of this duty, we are d(.eply im--

’ th
ressed with th, magnitude and nnpmtrmce of the task, and.regr et ot

" that'the shortuess of the time elapsing between the dﬂtc of our ap ' te

" " pointment, and the meéeting of your Fouorable body has precluded » .
“the possibility of giving to the subject thét thorough inv estigation ‘B

which its 1mp0rtance demanded. Withinthe brief space allotted to

ns, however, we have endeavored to’ embody id thie form of bills,

upon various subjééts; sowne suggestions, which “wg ‘trust ‘may be %t
-« found useful, in dxrcctmw your mbnds to such chan(“eﬁ and mod1ﬁca
" tious of the existing statuto and additions tbelcto 2s may. be” de*

mauded by the recent alteration in the civil relatioffs Leretofore 6x-

1>t1n0' between the two races that constitute the inhabitants of the
: btatu. “#The consfitutional provmon declarmg the abolition of negro o

slavery, suddenly removed from uwler the restraining and directing ™
- influence of the master, nearly -one full moiety of our population,
and creates the mnecessity of bringing them more fully under -the
operation of municipal law. Heretofore, theve existed in each house?
bold, a tribanal pﬂcmmrl Lchpted to the investigation and pumsu-
ment of the great majority of the minor oﬁ'cnocs to the commission » -
of which, this elass of popul.mon was addicted. 'With the destrue-
tion ,9' thc institution of negro slavery, that tribunal bas become ex-
tinet,and hence the- necg:mtv of erecting another in its ﬂtcad, and of
xle.w such modifications n our enlsldtlon, as shall give full effi-
cieney .to our criminal code. It is to the organization of such astri-
bunal, 330 of fiist import. uce, that, we how clcs.re ,,to Anvite your"a*

i sty

vt

\

tention,>” - 5 .

It muast be manifest 10 evely reflecting mmd that the 1
Court,” as at present orzanized, e\tcndm() as it does its jurisdiction’s s,
over a large area of tcmtm) embmcmrf a dozen or moré counties, > -
and confined to the holding of stated terms, however efficient’ he*ﬂ- '
tofore, in"the restraining of crime, is but illy adapted to the present

. exigeney. [In‘View of the great increase of minor offences, which :

may be reasotably antxclpdted from the emancipation of the former™
slaves, a wise forecast would seem to call dmperatively for the erec- - s
_tion of & criminal tribunal, more local in its jarisdiction, and of great- -
- ¢t promptness in its ddmnustxatlon of the penaltics of the law. “Such

N Mndeutly was thc design of the recent Convention, in extending the
“iudicial power” “so as to embrace “such other courts as the Gene-
val Assembly may establish.” The constitutional provision grant- i
ing this powér to the General Assembly is as follows, to wit : “WThe K
Juchcml power of this State, both as to matters of T and equity,
shall he vested in a Supreme Court, Courts of Chancery, Circuits
. Courts, and Justice of the Deace. Prouzd(’d the General  Assembly
may :1130 vest sucel eivil or eriminal |unsdlctlon as m,\\‘ be necessary,
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Jorpatation Gourls, anid sue dother Conrts as the General: As-
by may establish ;‘but, siich jurisdic tion shall not (:.\'t.und to cap-
| cases.”

Wi;h all the reflection tlmt we have been able €8 bestowy upon
o be subject, and .aided by the light drawn from the lcmslahon of
§ ther States, we - -have neverbhe!eqs found it e\bremely diffienlt ¢
entively free from objectlon We present, however, with great def-
crence, for your considerdtion and action thereon, a bill ont'tled “an
act to establish and organize a county criminal conrt,” which, we -

and as well aﬂapted to the exigency, owowmfr out of the new order

¥of things, ad can well be devised.

-1, The nest sub_)ect that claimed the '\ttenmou of the commission
was, the present state of our criminal laws, as applicable to the two
different races that constitute the popu lation of the' State. By ref-
erence to the statute book, it will be found that in most of the minor
offences, and a few of the more aguravated, a marked distinction s

- made between white persons and free negroes and slaves, with re-
sgard to the dommission of these offences. After. the matuvest re-
tlection upon the subject, we have come to the conclusion, that a
wise policy would dictate, that Mtu a very few exceptional cases,
this discrimination be- "Lbuhsl\(:d far as it may be done withont
impairing the eficiency of the pwa«‘r}bu p"naltm, and- that both

races be subjected to the same code.
In making this recommendation, the nade \in‘uﬂ \;ou.d n’ot b
understood as favoring the ide>, thab there C\‘.st% either in the Fed-

. ,cral Constitation or in that of d)c State, any mhlbltlon to™

“the 'mthonts Gt the General Assembly in m'ﬂ\mn snch” disdHimina-

'1on “Whénéver the welfave of sos iety, or the safety of the cotmuni-

wa‘d"ﬁn(\v‘aem,md it.  This amhuuh), hower er, is not to be exercised
N.heyond the' gmntmn or restrizting of what is uscally denominated

?re pnv]lenes, in conhmhstmcuon to the absolute “rights” of in-

The enjoyment of the rights of person and property,

Wu“l'mtecrl to ail the inhabitants of the State withont distinetion of
colox, and may not be mtaded by the legislation of the (deneral As-
sembly. W ith this limitation, tlic powar to discriminate between the -
two races, has always been e\oxusml without stint, by the respective
States of the Union, not even L\Cupl.n]"‘ those of New England,
Their statate books are replete wmz enactinents confiriatory™of the
truth of this statement, nov is there any lack of Jndxcml evidence on
the point. LY
In 1833, Tonnecticat passed a law, which made it a penal offef e
to set up or establish any school in that State for the fnstruction of -
persons of the Aftisan race not beingy inhabitants of the State, or to

Prs
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think, will be found upon examination, to.be as free from objectiqu =

[

1o devise any plan of organization for the proposed Couart, which iss ~
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ton ether with the means of redress, is, b our un*enled Constitution,s
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instruct or teach in any schoul or mstltubxon or hual
that purpose any such person, without the plé’vnoug St
. ting of the civil authority of the town in which such sch
tution mlght be located. A case arose under this’ law
of the pomts raised in the defense was, that the law wash
*of thé' Constitution of the United States, which gadmu ¥,
the citizens of each State-shall be entitled to all prmleg
munities of citizens 1o the several States. " «The Lase '
before Chief Justice Dagoett, and he held that pcrsona of
_Trace were not citizens of 2 State, within ‘the m_wnmgo
“citizens” as used in the Constitution of the United Sta.te o
. therefoxe not entitled to the privileges and immrunities > G
“other States. (Vide Crandell vs. the State—10 Con. Re
In Kentucky, the peint has been repeatedly demdeg
' way, nor are we aware that its correctness has ever been
questioned in any State of the Union. Chancellor. Eent
- curacy and research ne one.will question, states emphatrgn
.in no part of the country except Maine, did the Afric:
_ point of fact, participate equally with the whites im thel:
=" ¢ivil and pohtlcal rights. (2 Kent, Conn. 258, note b4
-"But the right to exercise the power of d]scnmmatlon
rcst alone up the action of the States—it has been, time al
sanctioned by every department of the Federal Govern nmen
legislation for the District of Columbia, the Congress ba.si:e
ltated t6 recognize the difference that exists between the
both as it regards their social and political status. Suchitiy
been umvexsally the action of the Executive Department,’ bac
the official opinions of such men as William Wt aﬁ’fl Ca
ing, and ‘indorsed by that giant of constitutional LLW"Da
ster, while acting as Secr ctary of State.. Upon apphca
for letters of pxotectlon to visit Euxope, he refused tele
upon the distiactly stated ground, that the applicants wer
izens,” in the meaning of the woxd as used in the Coustif
" But if there ever did exist any doubt upon this subject,;
“orever to be putat rest by the authoritative decision in the g
of Dred Scott vs. Sandford, reported in. 19 Howard’s 8. C.
393. - In the opinion deliv ered in that case, undoubtedly th
est intellectual effort of the late Chief Justice Taney, itis e
““held, that “a frec negro of the African race, whose arcestors
bl.Ol]O'ht, to this countly and sold as slaves, is not a “Citizen
‘the meaning of the Constitution of the United States,” an
strongly stated in the same opinivm, that it is not Wltbm the il
tuﬁhon'ﬂ power of Congress to make him such.
~In conumenting upon the legislation of Coungress smth refe rer
this race, the C. J. very foncxbly and swmﬁcantly remmLs-—
law like the laws of the State< shows, that this class of pcmous
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. : .
governed by speclul leyislation directed exclusively to them, and
always connected with pro¥icions for the government of slaves, an

not with those for the government of white citizens, . And after such A

a uniform course of legistation as we have stated, by the Colonies;
by the States and by Congress, ranning through a period of “more
-than a century, it would seem, that tocall persons thus markéd and™
- stigmatized, “Citizens” «f the United Smtes—“fellqw-c_iti?;féns,” a
constitutent part of the sovereignty, would be an abuse of terms, and
not calcnlated to exalt the character of an American citizen in the
eyes of other nations.” , ;
This adjudication was rendered just four years prior to the.com
mencement of the late reyolution, and it may not be inappropriate to
enquire whether any of the results of that revolution can be juatly.
invoked to impdir its authority as a just and enlightened exposition of -
the Constitution. It is trne, that one of the results ‘was the aboli- o
tion of African slavery, but it will hardly be seriously argued, that
thesimple act of emancipation of itself, worked any chaiige in the
social, leqal or political status of such of the Afiican race as were
already free.%, Nor will it be insisted, we presume, that, the emanci- .
. pated sla¥e, technically denominated a “Freedman,” occupies ais .

- higher position in the scale of rights and privileges than did the .. &
“Free negro.”. If these inferences be correct, then it resultsasa =~ =~
" logical conclusion, that all the argtuments going to sustain the au-
thority of the General Assembly to discriminate in the case of
“Free negroes,” equally apply to that of “Freedmen” or emAncipatell ¥
slaves. - e )
But it is insisted by a certair class of radical theorists, -that the &
act of emartipation did notstopin its effect, in merely severing
. the relation of Master and Slave, but that it’éxtended farther, and so
Joperated as to exalt the entire race and place them upon terms of
" perfect equality with the white man.  These fanatics may be ‘very
< sincere and honest in their convictions, but the result of the recent
+% olections -in Connecticut and Wisconsin, shows very conclusively
that such is niot the sentiment of a majority of the so-called free
States. v kA
While we thus strenuously assert the authority of the General <=2
Asaembly, to exercise the power of discrimination within the limits
before indicated, we would earnestly, but respectfully recommend
that it be exercised only in exceptional cases, and so far as may2be .
necessary to promote the welfare of society, and to insure the peace,
good order and quiet of the entire community. Impressed with ™
these views, and in furtherance of this end,"we have prepared a
Bill to accompany this Report, entitled “Axn Act prescribing addi-
tion penalties for the commission of offcnces against the”Staté:and
for other purposes.” : : *
The first section of the Bill provides, “that whenever in the
criminal laws of this State, heretofore enacted, the punishment of the

-
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o ence s limited to Hie and im'._n'isn?l'.l_l"\}nt,_,,m- to fife ol Y
mient, there shall be superaddud as an altgtnative; - the “' -
of standing in the pilloty for oue hour, or whipping’ not e
thirtg-nine stripus, ou the bare back, or both, at'ths disc "
jury.? © By au oxainination of the respective codes, as af
the two'classes of popalation —white and-black—it will be 'fo
thoy diil but little as to the nanue of the offences bt
each. The great mark of Jditterence is to be found in thethae
of the punishments. - There sectus always to have . eist&33
minds of our Legislators a repugnance to the infliction of .o
punishiment upou the white man, and lience the resort to” fingh
“Jmpr oriment, for the puuishinent of offenges committed b iy
wlile that mode of punishment is almost the ooly oné app]
-othe colored mag, for the commission of any of the ,minor | SHEN
“This discrimination, we think, is founded npon the soundest i}
ples of Stawe policy, growing oat of the diffcrence that existt ]
social and political status of the two races. o degradeal
man by panishment, is to malke a bad meruber of society ai‘&lf,,,
gerous politieal agent. To fine and imprison 2 colorc,d;%‘x &
#preseut ‘pecaniary condition, is to punish the State iﬁ;tﬂ%
judividual.  The provision contained in the frst section of the 't
‘poécd bill is not designed to interfere with the discrimination a)
voferred to, but only to give a wider vange to the discretion 6f
jouy, in applying the punishment to the offence. N 1;
v The s8cond section of the bill is deemed important to remedyh
" defect growing out of the extreme tochoicality of the conpmoni
with reference to the subject indicated, By the principles ~of (b}
law, if the “sevérdnce’” from the frechold, and the “flanious talaim
and carrying away” 'beone and the same continued, act, it WOUl

amount only o a “trespass,” for which the injured party” was'ry
ted to his action for damageson the civil side of the Court, byl
whieh the perpetiator of the act could not be criminally punisiis
Tn view. of the present coadition of things, we think that this rulei
the.comimon law ought to be altered asis proposed to be done by
second section of the bill. : o - T
The other sections, with the exception of the 12th, are sufficicny®
indicative of their parpose, not to requive any special commenby
They have been carefully and critically compared with the 'sta ol
Jaw as it now stands, and their adoption is deemed necessary to relgy
iV oxisting defects, and to provide for the punishment of nev

. teuces, which are likely to occur ander the changed condition’

socioty. .
The 12¢h scetion restricts the privilege of the use of fire-arms gL
coldfod persons, to such only as are of an “orderly and peacfiﬁb g

< eharastor”  Tho aathority of the General Assembly to impo

this restriction is bevand donbt, Neithiar the second article of th
. . ‘ ;
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ameidments to the, Federal Coustitution, vor thie first section 'd{'"tl&m,
sixteenth article ofthe State Constitution, nov anything confained in
either of said instrnments, can by any f)r mtu"plctxtwn be déemed
- to opposc any ohstacle t;i,ﬂ’o exereise of this anthority. “Areference
“#vo the ng)slzmon of Northwestern States wiil show' that t!.& Srecog-
" uize the rightto impose suitable resivictions npon thn clads of their
popu.atlon “and the section now under consideration is almost a lit-
eral transeript of the law of Indiana upon that sabjéet. If there-
striction s deemed important to the welfarc of a cominunity, in
which notonein a thon:*md is ﬁwtodbv it, how much more impor ,
tant with us, where nearly- one full moicty of the populatwn isof that
class The interest of the welldisposed and peaccable colored man,

" whoseright it is to enjoy the fruits of his honest industry, as well as &
the safety of the entire commanity—both white and black—impera- ™

tively demands, that the privilege of bearing arms shoald be accorded
only to such of the colored population as can be recommended. for
theit ordeﬂ) and pmcemblu character. Itis ncedless to attempt to
satisfy the«uactlons of the finatical theorist—we h’l\"“ﬂ.,d‘lt\r‘ to
-.}u.rfmm—”the piotection of our wives and children from™thFeatened
danger, and the prevention of scenes which may cost the extinction
of an entire race. . <
IIL. The next subjeet that engaged the attention of the Commis-
sion was that of vagiancey, and as the vesalt of their reflections, ﬂwy
respectfully present £ for your consideration A bill to be:entitled ar
act to punish vagrants and vagabonds.”  Without nnternllv alter--
- ing the law as it now st mds, it is the parpose of the propos ed bill,
while adding Such penalties as are most likely" to deter from the
commission of the offence, so to provide that their infliction shall,
7. by mo possibility, impose a pecaniary charge upon the public, V-
e doubt“dly in the absence of a State penitentiary, the mast effectual

“measure to accomplish this purpose, would be the establishmeut of
Jocal work-houses, in which the offender could be employed in some
productxve labor, whlch would'innre to the defraying of the chawe
of his maintenance, while undergoing the penalty “of bis offence.
This, bowever, is deemed impracticable in the- present pecuniary
condition of the conntry, and we have endeavored in the proposed
bill to approximate as neamly as may be fo the desired object.
The provisions of the bill are “made Apphwb‘e to all vagrants, with-
out distinction of eolor.

IV. The law as it now stands, very propetly prohibits the inter
marriage of white and colored persons, detlaring all mariages of
the Lmd to be atterly null and void, and the issuc of the same to
be ba.at'nds, ands fncapable of inheriting any property. It Rlso
makes it a penal offence for a white man to attept to intermarry,
or to live in a state-of adultery ov fornication with a negro, mulatta,
quatteroon or other coloved female, but omits to make it peaal for

1
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= white f\,mak tor live § in 4 st ate of alul(‘.«.ly ot lon‘n

colored male, or for a colored male to live i ina Statc
Yornication with a white female.
1nlp01tdllt owmission in the law, and to remedy th

d
“fully puﬂent for your (,onmdel.ltmn a bill to be (.ntltl

rl(ld]t]()n to the act entitled an act to amend the act “an 3
concerning marriage licenses, approved Janualy 234d,:A
It mlght. be thouwht that tlu. general act "against fo

adullely is snfﬁclentl\ compr- heasive to embra(.e th(,se
itis very evident, from the terms in which it is couchod ity
designed to’ 'Ipply only to white persons, #for it prov
shall at any time be in the power of the parties to “preve)
pend the prosecution, by marriage legally solemmzed

™ Thomp Dig., p. p-499, 500, §7.

V. Dceply \mpressed with a sense of the obhrratlon th
upon the white race as the governing class, to do all thif
in‘their power, to improve the moral condition of #I%S
emancipated slaves, the undersigned most respectfully
your cousideration a bill to be entitled “An act to eSEAbI
force the marriage relation between persons of color. T Her
from the very necc=sxty of th case, this matter Was left to bé
‘ted by the moral sense of the master and the slave, and ?m

_+-trath be said, to have been the only inherent evil of the 1nst
 “of slavery, as it existed in the Southern States. 1\Tow, the™o

of compulsmy separation is removed, and as a Ch:istian peop]
should embrace the earliest opportunity to impress upon th
of our population, and_if need be, to enforce by appropriate
tics, the obligation to observe this first law of civilization D8
rality, chastity and the sanctity of the marriage relation
these views, we have prepared the bill, and respectfully inv
it your favorable cousideration.

V1. Next to the enactment of laws for the preventlon of jentd
and the enforcement of the domestic relations, there' is mo subii
so intimately connected with the permanent welfare and prospé
of a people, as that of a well regulated labor system. Such ,a
tem wé recently enjoyed under the influence of the bemcrn‘?
much abused and greatly misunderstood institution of la
That has been swept away in the storm of revolution, and
now remitted to the operation of an untried experiment. Whe
we shall be successful in devising a plan to make the labor of
emancipated slave available, is a problem of doubtful solutlon;'é
oug in which he is vastly more interested than is his former
ferrdy '

This unfortunate class of our population, but recently constiby
ting the happiest and best provided for "laboring population IIJJ )
world, by no act of thcus, or voluntary coneurrence of ours, "
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o them for their new responsibiiities, have
ddenly deprived of the fostering care and protection of their
o asters, and ate now to be seen like so many children gambo-
apon the brink of the yawning precipice—carcless of the future; .
A iatent only ob revelling in the present u.m'estnct_ed enjoyment
¥ ibc newly found bauble of ‘freedom.” Their condition is Fruly
Eiable and appeals to every generous bosom for aid and:succor,
i1 we have greatly mistaken the character of the Southern people,
ihat appeal shall be made in vain, We are not responsible for
itiable coundition of the race, bat we will nevertheless exert .
isolves to save them frori'the ruin which inevitably awaitsthem,
if left to the 4fénder merey”:0f that canting hyprocrisy and mawk-

:ch sentimentality, which has precipitated them to the realization

1 of their present gondition. : :
b War has done but little to cartail the area of cultivable lands in
the South—the broad acres still present their inviting surface to
; the Jabor of\&hﬂeﬁhusbandman, and if the effort to make the emansi-
> pated slave anefficient laborer shall fail, then,.as a lust alterha'ive,
resort mustbEthad to the teeming. population of over-crowded Eu-
But let not this fearfal alternative, prégnant as it is with the
destruction of a helpless race, be #&topted, uutil “we shall
 have given them a fair and patient trial. * As the superiov and gov-
erning class, we are bound to this by évery principle of right and -
. prompting of bumanity, yea, by the obligation of gratitude. For
where in all the records of the past, does history present “such an
iustance of steadf st devotion, unwavéring attachment and, constan-
cy, as was exhibited by the slaves of the South throughout the
foarfal contest that has just ended ! The conutry invaded, homes
_ desolated—the master abssut in the army, or forcad to seel ‘safety
sn' fijght, and to leave the mistress and her helpless infants unpro-
Htected—with every inci‘ement to insubordination and instization to

Povior training to prépar
b 50

. Tope.
" rain and

voluntary desertion, bas been’ recorded. This constancy and faith-'
fulness on the part of the late slaves, while it has astonished Eu-
rope and stamped with falsehood the ravings of the heartless aboli:
tionist, will forever commend them to the kindness and forbearance
of their former masters. They wiil do all in their pdwer to promote

provement,  While they confine him to his appropriate sphere of
social and political inferiority, they will endeavor to stimulate him
to all legitimate efforts at advancement, and by the exercise of kind-
ness and justice towards him, téach him to value and appreciate th
new condition in which he is placed. :

If after all, their honest efforts shall prove uwavailing, and this
for millions of the human family, but recently dragged up from
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“murder and rapine, no instauvce of insurrcction, and scarcely ore of |

his welfare, and to encourage and sccure his moral and mental im- -
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’ barba_rism,"zind tln"ougb‘the influence of Southern masters, elevated

" demand the special legislation of your honorable body. It is notto

-
4

to the status of Christian men and women, shall be doomed by the
soritable behest of a mysteridus Providence, to follow in the. foot-
steps of the fast fading aborigines of this Cotitinent—when the
last man of the race shall be standing upon the crumbling brink " of -
a people’s grave, it will be some compensation to the descendants of °
the Southern master, to catch the grateful and benignant recognition
ofthis representative man, as he points his withered finger to the au-
thor of his ruin andexclaim, “thoun didst it!” ) Co

We haye prepared a bill entitled ¥An act in relation to the con-
tracts of *persons of eolor,” which ’wé't;:\'lfs"t_, will be found to be in
accordance with the foregoing viewsjiand respectfully ask for it
vour favorable consideration.” ST ' :
" VII, We also present for your consideration a bill to be entitled
“4n act in relation to apprentices;” which is made applicable to
both races, without distinction of color; and is designed to remedy
the defects and supply the omissions occurring in the law as it now
standsi; ~ : - N3 A

VIi]." The subject of keeping “up the cultivation 56¢-‘plantations
belonging to minors, and upon the proceeds of whith they are ex-
clusively ‘dependent fofitheir support and maintenance, has been
bronght to our attention, and we deem it of sufficient importance to

be expected of executors, administrators and guavdians, that they
will cofisent to incur a personal responsibility for the benefit of the
estates of Ah€ir wards, and yet the working of them may be the -
only »means of rendering them produetive. 'Jnless special anthor- ol
ity be miven to the representatives of these Estates so to do, but )
few will assume the responsibility of working them with bired labor, I,
and they must consequently remain unavailablé for the support andzgl..,
maintenance of minor children and an incubus upon their hands.~ 38
Impressed with the importance of the subject, we present for your
consideration & bill entitled “An Act authorizing Executors, Admin-g
istrators and Guardians to contract for the hire of laborers, and con-
firming countracts heretofore made.” . ' o
IX. By arule of the common law, no person having the remotest]
pecuniary intercst in a suit at law, is permitted to testify upon. the
trial of the same. We have always adhered strictiy, fo this"ancient ]
canon, and such now is the rule governing the practice in_ ouf;
Cowrts. In England, and in some of the States of the Union]
this rule has been so much relaxed, as to permit the parties to testi:
fy in their own behalf, and to compel them, when required to do 50,
0 testify in behalf of the opposite party; leaving the credibility of
the person so testifying to be judged of byithe jury. So far as we
have been able to learn, no injury "has vestlted from this relaxa:io_uq
but on the contrary, it is said to have greatly facilitated the ascef
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‘\gc/rever it has been adopted.” Pat be this as
w e decidedly of the opinion that the provision i onr
Basied Co_pstit_\lﬁe}! giving to persous, © color the tight to testify .
o t’rlmperativcly demam_\s t!m.t the ru\e.be s0 a.ltered. as to, con- '
5 the qbangé' “above “jndicated. With ‘tlns_'enrd in view, We
cally commend to youl favorable’ cons;dqmtxoni’_ﬁhe pill enti-
Act concerning testimony.” S Vo '
" eordance With the spirit of the recently ameflkﬁed Con-
ich declares that “all the inhabitants of the State, without
of color, are free, and chall enjoy the rights of person
v, without the*;‘gl‘ig_tjnctiori _of color,)”  we re"s‘f)éc‘:ffu\ly
ent for yogr congiderégigp,‘“ \n Act'to extend to all the i.nhépe o
State the benohts of the courts and the progesses theréé'f. Y
o of the act is 10 give to the colored popqlatidﬁfthe same
sy in the seve S tieo. that are accorded t0 the
them upon terms of perfect equal-

in |
2 lation, and thus place th
t under the law. The provis'\on of the Constitution £§gordiug to
i won and propertys wonld be but a8 idle’decla- -
1 5 Qebeption, anless they were afforded the means of Pros:
nd defending these rights. We believe that the Conven-.
ended to act in gdod fa'th in granting this great jmmunity
1o this inferior and dependent clags o0.-our population, and that the
od measure, while it will consammate that in-
to demonstrate 1o them, that as tte superiot
intend to render to them equal and-exact

© fention,
and govern
T justices . ) . ;
o ° XL The sabject of making suitable provision for the sapport of -
i “gnch of the co\ored-population as are snpe‘:annuated, or rendered un-
" 4ble te work, by disease, has occasioned the commission much anx-
= - lous thought; but after the maturest reflection, we have been unabie
o devise a Syste. which would be an improvement Upon the law as
-4t now stands. The whole subjeet is nnder the coutrol of the Board
of County Commissioners of {lhe respective Counties, and they will
doubtless make such wholesome provision in regard t0 the matter as
. . the exigency of the case may omand. ~ From the toue of public
centiment on the subject, We anticipate but little suffering on the
art of this class of the colored pop\ﬂ':ltion. The late owoers & most
universally expross & deep sympathy for the condition of such of
their former slaves as aré supefzmmmted, or too infirm to gain a live-
sk, and with few exceptions, they will be allowed to
the p\anmtiohs and be cared for as formerly. Tt
%, who will probab\y auffor.
been anmindfol of the jmportant:

ing class, We¢

remain upon _
only the idle, lazy and insoleo

X1i. Nor has the comtnission
iding facilities for the mental improvement of the

subject of prov! [ing facilitles.
colored rage; \ ‘have come fo the conclusion that in the
onld be prematare to at-

<ant condition O

prese is popniation itw
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temapt  to organize any  general ‘system _of education. Thefr
migratory and *ungettled condition is “such ~at present, as to

théir new-foiind liberty is not license, and that laboris ordained of
God, and a Decessity of their condition. For the next year or two.
the important strugzle with them will be, to provide sustenance for
the physical man. That lesson properly inculeated and impressed,
it will be time encugh then to attend to the culture of the intel-
lect. ;o hen that time shall arrivethe Sputh will need no prompt-
ing to duty, from any quagier whatsgeger.. . <
S XIIL The several subjects bronght | 0 the view of the General As-’
sembly in this Report, are such as were “deemed to come strictly
" “within th€ purview of the Resolution of the Convention, authorizing
the appointment of the commission ; and we have notfelt ourselves at
liberty to tiavel beyond the limits therein indicated. The time al-
lotted to us for the task, and the pressure of prior.engagements,
canse, s to fear that the york is not as perfect and complete as
might have Deen desired. We trust, however, that whatever omie-
sions may bave accurred, will be supplied by the wisdom of your
honorable body. 3% o
S ©.C. H. DtPONT.
~ ‘ A. J. PEELER.

To the General Assembdly of the State of Flovida : .

The undersigned, one of the Committee appointed uader the res-
olution of the Counveation; to report to the General Assembly the
changes and amendments +to be made to the existing statutes, be-
lieving that their report should be confined to a simple esplanation
of the provisions of the bills they submit for the consideration and
action of the General Assembly, and differing from the majority of
the committee as to the extent to which the views to be embodied in
their report should be carried, bas declined to sign the report
submitted. In making this separate report for himself, the under-
signed desires to express his concurrence in the bills proposed for
the adoption of the General Assembly, and to unite in.the declara-
tion of the majority of the committee, that they are the result of
the most anxions deliberation and examination of the various sub-
_jects to which they refer. That they may not be found to be in sone .
- degree imperfect and liable to some objections, is not assumed ; for
in the conflict of opinions now existing inTegard to the new prob-
lems to be solved, and the new relations yvhich the different classes
of the population sustain to each? other;*very few minds would be:
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. afford but little promise thit any system, -however well devised, . J
would be successful. - The first lesson " to be j'__l;ﬁpght_jghem«is, that .7?
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hLel\' to work ont a perfect resnlt, . Whatsver defects may be ff il
o exist, and w(mtcvu errors may - have boen: committed, either in
the det"uls of the bills or in the reasons and pnnuplu on which
_they are founded; 'will, it is confidently boped, b¢ torrected by the
vnsdom of the GLneml Assembly., - _ %
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The followmn cnmm"' ni

ernor, were n.cuveJ e _‘1(1 t,he nomnmtlons Lbuem m.ulu ' =
cnned in: . "
E\E(‘“LTIVE OFFICE ’
- Tallahassee, Dec. 21, 1860 ; }
To the Hon, PRESIDENT oF THE SENATE: - - .

Sir: I hereby respectfnllv. nominate for Tn:pectors of Timber -
and Lumber for the port of Pcnsacola H. H. Blown and Wm, i
Fields. 1 o
For Port Warden+; Port of P enswcom. John Campbell J R.° R
Trimble and C. P. Ixmpp
For Inspector of Produce and Wood for the County of Escambia:
P. Gozzalez.
For Auctioneers for Escambia County- Desiderio Qumo, James
Gonzalez and Wm. Mc. R. Jordan. C. -2
For Notaries Public for Escambia County M. -P
T. Armstrong and D. C. Anderson. ’
T have the honor to be, .

'inbo, w.

4 Very respectfully, o
Your obedient, selvant ) o
o - D. 8. WALKER.
. .
. f
Execurive OrFice,
Tallahassee, December 21, 1865, } )

To the Hon. PrESIDENT OF THE SENATE :

Sir : 21 hereby respectfu ly nominate Reuben H. Charles and
William M. Dukes as anctioneers for the county of’ Colmnbm.
1 bave the Honor to be,
‘Most respectfully,
Yonr obedicnt servant,

DAVID §: \V LK'ER.
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'; . _ oL T Extcutive OFFICE , A
> . o “Tallahassee, December 21, 1865
- Tothe Hou. PagsipsyT oF THE SENATE ! e el Tz;hl
X 2 sxg;tl_\\ewb_v respectfully. nowinate Robert Wilson and David O
Sl J. Tallor &> aﬁ(‘éioneé?’s’ for the county of Nassat. - : -'V“
$ 7 ] jate the honor to be, o ) - un‘rie
: ! K By - Most respectfnlly,' o I - triét
: oy . A n  Your @bcdicnt servant, - B i
‘ N * ey . . DAVID S. WALKER:’ . \
s g AR Sl R : h -
i S Tl — wl
; D2 , : _ . ) ¢ . .
i Y . E N " ' ) e
G s i EXECUTIVE Orrics, 1. . ) .b".
s oo il Tallaliassee, Dec. 91, 1865. {
‘: To the Hon. PresDENT OF riE SENATE ® ) e
Sz _I.‘h'el vv vespectfally uorpinnﬁe as commissioners of pi\otagb o fc
for the Por! “of Fernandina— . o ¢
Henty Limanus, Geo. S. Roux, 1. Dozier, St Wm. M. Jobostor .
% and S.N. Freeman. o - £
= I have the honof to bey. W
g Most féé.pectf\\ll v,
‘ . Vour ob't sery’t :
2. ' ‘ h D. S. WALKER.
« ) W
Exzcurive OFFICE ’
- i g Tallahassee, Dec. 21, 1865. .
e To the Hon. PresipExtT OF THE SENATE: : ‘
gir :—1 hereby respectfully“ri'om'mate j. C. Hemming and Rguben:
Cowart to be atictioneers for the County of Duval. :
) 1 have the honor to be, - s
N Most respectfally, .
Your obedient servant, " ]
D. S. WALKER. &

Mr. Vann asked that the rules be waived to offer a motion 1o

recomsider the resolution passed to gO into an election £5¢ United

States Senators. ’ £ .

The Senate refused to waive the vules. !

On motion, ths Senate w:ljoumed until to-morrow morning 10 ok

oclock. A e ]
73:, ' - l; :
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