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A Yffien Iene n requeesting '11 thii·iOU~

thl -Sikte to jolnlme in pray5ler:: o Althimihty, 6Go
ass anof c a nenib o I eorat

, tel, into arid teiengs , of rwt e loawsn'o timn't~auestreng ha of
/ tiy, and that he will, of Lk a abundant meri bl s

*.and oui whoic ]aind, I b these rem
7 The Scoate fitunrnelto the Senate'Chdinber, and onI 4~~~~~~ourned iifltil'~d-morrN'aw lijorh ng 11 6c: ock. '

THURSDAY, December 21st, 1865.,-
, , The Senate met pursuant to adjournment..
4x1 h ePresidenfl'n the Chair."A quorum present.

Rl~oss gave notice that he will at an early da Tofollwu il 

*rryi~gbilrto' 411itled An act to prevent the ihabitan ts fiorn

bill to author County Work-houses; and* A bill to regulate the hire of servants and ldborers.1 , "Mr. Abecrrombie gave notice that he will on some futuc d;troduce a bill, to be entitled Ali act authorizinar the city of cola to issue bonds.t'Mr._kdhan presented the petition of Wfi. ScUll, asking. refief;
' Which was referred to the Committee on Propositiohs and'vanees. ." 

Mr. Pearce presented the pdtitida of Wi. Al. Shockley;Which was read and referred to the Committee on Propand Grievances.
.The following communication was received fromt the ilouse:the preamble and resolutions ordeied to he enrolled

Ii· a · '· ' ' boHUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES,4 ' Hon. THOMarS N. XYVHITE, December 19 1865.

President of the Senate po ter.:
SIR: The House of Representatives has this day adopted tihc

]owing iesolution, v iz

N. :·:

I -
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C- ;I~~rjabLc 'iod liueolutiorn vksina the President of -a

- States to cxtend Executive ebmiency to John H. Gee JPf Florida.
Very, rspecuufiily 

WM FO11SYTII BYNUM , til

Cler of the Oluse oh Ropresentatwes

2-AAmemorial of J. II McClellan` Sebatorffrom the 6th District,
y `sread and referred to thje Committee on Eleetious.*- I
-54 Mr; Gorrie offered the following resolution: -;

Reolve d by the Senate, (the House concurring,) that the Senate
·h&lHoso d~f Repiesentatives meet in joint session in the Reprs~h-

tatic Hall 'onSaturiday,ithe 23d day jof Dceeinber, 1865, 3at2

'o'clock 'M. for the purpose of electing two Senators to represent this

State in the Senate of the United States; 
Whicll as read, adopted and ordered t& b5 dctified thlb.

Hou~se. --- .- J

r-The .Joint Committee on rules made the following report:

JOINT RULES. -

ROLE 1. Messages fromeithkrHouse to the other shall be sent

by such persons as a sense of propriety in each Hduse may deter-

4Pine.
''_2. After abill shall have passed both Houses, it shall beA3rily oe r

roiled by the ClerkE of the House of Representatives, or by the See-

retary of the Senate, as the bill may have originated iii'one or the
other House. 4

3. When bills shall be *enioiled, they shal -be eamined by a
Joint Committee of at least two fr-om the'Seuate, and two from the

2 House of Representatives, appointed as a Stan'di ngr Committee fQr
that purpose, who shall forthwith make repdrt.

4. When a bill or resolution,'' which shall have passcd in o'ie

House is rejected in the other, notice thereof shall be given to the

Housd in which the same mavy have passed.
5. When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one House,

shall be rejected in the otb~er, t shall not be brought in (luring the

same session, without notice of ten days, and leave of two-thirds of

that House in which it shall be moved.
6. Each House shall transmit to the other all papers on which

any bill or resolution shall be founded.
1. After each House shall have adhered to their disagreement, a

bill or resolution shall be lost.
8. When elections ard required to be made by jdint vote of the

two Hoduses, thetine of electing shiall be previously agreed upon.-

o. In. every Joilt Commnittee the member first nained on the part
of the House first 'roposing such Conimmittee1 shall con;venc the

-same. 
.

I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I
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>A~~: Poring the elections of officers there shlall] l~b btA
'teitained,,exgcpt to adjourn, to proceed to vote, t fru

wtdaw' a 'c&fnrdidate-which motions sall ave preced
11.iThedr r ;ball shall ~roeeed without dabsh~th icy 1 . I Os o rCC6~U 

.. -·~~~~~~~~~~~~~-n. ; 1 

witli d l Itea

12. Communieat ions sball be made on paper, and sg

Secretary of acas 11us5% and transmitted by the Mesa, %, mteij

In ever-y ease of disagreemient between the SCTate a ;s SPjk

of Representatives, either 1 my sugges e

point a Committee for that purpose, and the. other.hou~& ~tae
alppoint a Comm~rittee to confer-at a convenient hour, to ~,
ted bthe Chiran; said Committee shall meet and co`h

14. Whenever a public bill or resolution is ordered toe

for the li tite onuse, a ubrsil eoxderet siluethe use of both Houses, and it shal be the duty of the Soc 

the Senate or Clerk of tire House, as the casC may be, to in,&*~5 isf

other H velou se of stich rderand totransuit t the eat House 0 111 'A

quisite nunmber of printed copies. t1c1
T. W. BREVARD, h oea

: I4 rChairman Senate Co

ordered to be printedWhic w~rsn~vas reeivedrea andus the rulres aotd ndffy

'J'lic( Committee on Ruiles made0 the following report: 

INDEX TO THE RULES OF THE SENATE. ~ ~ aeb

J~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~a queCst

Admittance of visitors to the Senate, Runle - - -Z eung
Amendmnent or suspension of theRules of the Senate,
Amiending the title of a bill or resolution, a - 29 ae 2

K ~~~~~~Committees,- - - - - - -

* Committing of a bill or resolution, -2 an
Confidential commnnications froui the Governor, - i .

Decision of points of oder by the President, - -

Division- of questions in debate, - -

Duities of the Secret ary on the adjournmnent of the F

General Assembly, - - - - -4

* Engrossing bills or resolutions, - -

Every memorber Shall address the Chair when speak--

En tering proceedings of the Senate on the Journal,-
Filling- up1) blInks, -

hours oh meeti spng1C and iV!ir iieut- of Senat. t- -, 4s

i nmendillS tl~~~~~~e title of a bill or resolution, 20 '' ~~~~~~~~~~~'`
· ··· ·Committees, I-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s7

i Col-nitting oF~l bil or rsolutio, , -* ¾ wi

t '
-9~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~rnrrsi Shll rrsltos

1 E·cly Icmbr s~rl nccl~es th C~nirwhe spal5,·
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Introduction opfIetitions and m-emorials, - - - - 2
M. oiii' s.t' be dcbatecl ], -;- .7; .lll
Mlotions necessary to go on the Journal; 
Motibns for the reconsideration of votes, - - - * 20 f
Mlessagcs tnransmitt ed to IHlouse of epresentatives,
Members irithout the bar of the Senate not permitted *

i:td y~ote, - -- 40
No member shall interrupt the business M the gSenatet e

No me 'ber shall speak, more than twvicej &c., . 6 1
Noiic'6-6f an intended in~t1011 to'tring ja bill ;:··; B,
Objectio'W of a member to-the reading of a paper. HoWi i

determined,- -- - - - - - :i, 4 6
Order of -business of the Senate, V- 9 
Officers of the Senate to be sworn in, - - 39

Penaty for members absenting themselves without
'Jleave, 10

Punishment of members for disordeily behavior in the
Senate, --

Reading, of bills and resolutions, 24 and 25i

Remarks touching the character of persons nominated
by the Governor, 33

Secret sessions of the Senate, . is
The President's duties, - - - - - 1, 2 and,tS
Taking the S'eas and nays, 17
The President shall have the right to place a substitute

in the chair, &c., 21
When two or more members shall rise, &c., 7
Wheni a member is dalled to order for exceptional wbrds,

When a question is under debate, what motions are in
-order, - - -1

When acting on confidential executive business, - - 34
When messengers may be introduced, 37

STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE.

RULE 1. The President shall take the chair every day at theuhonr
to wfich the Senate shall have adjourned ; shall immediately call the
members to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause
the Journal of the preceding day to be read, unless the reading
thereof shall, by unanimous consent, be dispensed with ; and in ease
the President should not be present to take the chair at the appoint-

& '- -y:-43.r4 - -- - t -

* - ~~~~'" 2Z& 6 2tflt ~~~~~~~ ~~. i -
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*. ed hour, tha Senqnae ,hall foi'tbhwiih proceed to elect a doe4 ~temn., who shall vacate the seat upon the return of the Pp2.. He shanl preiserve order and ;ecorum may ncC,order in prefeience tb other membeis, nising from Ilis'set&- 
opurpose ; ard decide questions of order, subject to an shalSenate by any two members; on which appeal, no g Aitspeak more than once, unless by lcavo of the Senate. '? cen t3. He shall rise to put the question, hut may state 't -git 'pnrs4. No member shall speak io another,' or otherwise inSi 

' ,business of the Seuate, while the Journals or- puhlic papers' jiid IVread, or pass between the President and any- other,Tembr r4halladdressing the Senate. . .

5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the Cg~ r uIug in. his place; and when he has finished, shall sit down' CoaetlJit ii .6. No reiber shall speak hore than twice in any olnt'de I nberthe same subject, without ledve of the Senate. p ibM7. When two or more members shall rise at the same if of 01President shalf name the person entitled to proceed./'8.When a meomber shall be called to order, he ~4i gi-A huntil the President shall determine whether he is in eider ori· 2:,and every question of order shall be decided by the PresidenE4F ¶1'be out debate, but subject to an appeal to the Senate. I.6. If any member shall be culled to order foe words spoken exceltioual w-vords shall be iimmiediiately taken down in Wilting, 
g l

the President may be bettdr enabled to judge of the matter.; iotl10. No member shall absent himself from the service of t , menate, without leave of the Senate; and in case a less number 'th Orsfquorum shall 6or~ivee, they are hereby authori to send thegeant-at-arnis, or any other person or persons by tb e autho shafor any or all absent members, as the majority of such membe biagree at the expense of such absent members respectively u such excuse for non-attendance shall be made as the SEnate, wbl
quorum is convened, shall judge sufficient. II,''' 11~~~~~~I. N~o Inotion shall be tlebated until it be seconded ;)gu~~y~ ~ tll.1 2. That no motion necessary to go on the Journal, shalltei-taiued by the President until the form is reduced to xvritingob'eolcept motions to adjourn and inotions of course, such as to re Tpaper, to plalce among til orders of the day, to read a second ti . idor to eng-ross for a third reading on to-mor row, and the intrAdd ionof every bill or resolution shall furnish a written statement co~i . lie Cin the name of the Senator, and the fact that pursuant to pre -'Cr'
notice he introduces said hill, naming them by their titles.' 1 19~~~~~1. W~hen a question is under debate, no motion sh~all be res tii p ed but to adjourn, to l on the table, to postp~one indefinitely;ip~stpone to a day certain, to amend. or to commit; which sv'notions shall have precedence in the order in vi Irihh thdy stapdannged~and the motion to adjourn shall alwavs be in order, ii[

JulS Q.- -. 
7z.-- 
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lent p,, r~cn~? "e~bPis~iil~pe 
c"6gc~I i nlldrc~inrr t~e Se tte, 01 :c

:encracrc 
VOtcq an the' mot"~st

ill' 
b de.de W43O

en t.Mpe

adjourn an , ,ie on th- table shall be decided CithbOtebk

dof the:at: ,~,i~o: 'n .debate all contain severa potusI'ny'

or '6 a If thre qu "I la et

Ito the member may have the same divided. 
et tim

ltgest su m anhe te rion-

· · -~ ~ shall be first Put- 

te , tile

' the 16:e tWhen ading of a~papet isacalled for, 
Ignd 

the sam'e 
I

being bjected t by any mem r, it shall be determined by vpto t

w . ~ -Se a .;teb.ithoyt debate.

~o in il.1Whe Abe yeas and nays all be called for' by'tw f e

ist nIeraber preseft every member within the bar of the Senate at tile

2. tr~d- time the 'qestipfl wasput .by th.e President, shall, (unless;or speia I

re sons lie-be '6used by the Senate,) decline openly k nd ithout,

iite debate his assent of"dissent to the questiOn. .In gaVIC
ate on reaso a, h~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~be 

asal-.

k, :tb na~ys, upon the call of the Senate, the names

e, the be taken 4phab&¶icalWy.

'ddwn ~' i. On a motion madle and seconded to shust 'thl·doors of the 

-dr Senate, in the discussion ofany bhsiness whlich muay, In the opiniobi pothe 

'th

with- ' of anl eqiere9i secresv, ttePresident shalt direct 'the gai-

lery to6be clea·ed.a~d dnrig the tof such motioflbthgtlery 
andarg ev '

door shall remain shut and no motion sMallhbe deeniedii rderto

the 
admit any persoP or persons walteverie

aTe following Oide slal be observed all

Sew. 'tnos, 
of the Senate, to wit: First, Motions; Second,

a orials andober rpapers, Saddressed either to the Senateuc'h o the

Serl a Presiy ct th .of; Third, ut Resan no lmotion5 Fa 5 ot'bed ie

ized, Committeesi; Fifth, Rtep)Ort of Select Committees:6 
aslyOrer

91'; 0';·'e a questiOlih" been once madne ~nd dec~ided, it .bJ ' \
shall 20::Ad hen t h i

en a it ,rdet for any member of thd majority't oetereosdrto

thtreofy bat no motrif for twhaeeonsidersuo 
n of any vote shall be

in order afer a bill, resolution, message eport or amendment, upon

en hich the vote was takren, ahall have gone oto h O~S'n"

nsofthe Senate, anouwt:Flo 
st 

o 

ex-hiSnaf 
cino na its decision; not shall1 any motion for recon-

Se n: -
tidernt be in order, unless the same shall be wade within' the

Sesof 

Slec Onext 
two days of actual thereafter.

me 
21. The president shall have the riaht to name a member of the

Senate to perform the daties of the Chair; tnt such substitute shall

onsb ' 
not extend beyond an adjourmbent.

11 22. B3efore anq petitionIr, memorial, addressed tr tohn Senate,

dv-ha 
ershalbe received and read, whethler the same be introduced by the

presidernt or a m em be , a brief statemen t o f the contents of the

or memorial sh1al verbally be made by thoe jtrodaceri after

which, it m a referred to a Committee.Il 
an motio

ex e 23. One dafs notice at least shall be giv

for Icave Llbave 
te rig

C ~ ~ i ' 

A .. _i -- ','7

me, ba stitute shalla · Y~

2i. he resden s 
olitsuc su
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24. Every bill, resolution of a public natuLre, or rosur
- Iappropriation of the public money,- shall reeeiv6 thee '6 read iviously .to its being passed; and the Presidlent shll g- ieach, whether it be the first, second or third, which rebe on three different clays, unless, in cate of emergency fol
the Senate may deem it expedient to dispense uxlh the4rpi 0oin425. The first readino of a bill or resolution Of a pLhliet
for the appropiiation of the public monby,'sliall be for tte li
tion of the Senate, at which reading the introducershAl
right to state the geheral principles of -the bill or resohxtcase ma- be, and the causes for introducing it; and if L Co
made to it., the question shall be,. "shall the bill oi ieso
jected' dpon which qnestion there shall be no deb
position be made, or if the question to rljelcf be necativedC
.or iesolntion shall g~o to a: second reading withditaqeto All

26 Nobill or resolution of a public nature, requiring thA Bn
piaution of public monet, sh ll be oomritted or amended · ti
shall bai e been twice read, after which it may be com U"amendedyb 

m07. When a bill or resolution of a public nature, or for the apj. piiation of piblic noney, shall have been read the second timL
before. both sides of the question shall have been put to the Se
upon it -. pnssage, it shall be in order for any membei to uo
commitmen'6t to a Committee of the whole house-tint Ire o
table for itssinudefinite postponement-for its postpoellmenen t tona' '
certain-for its commitmedAt to a Stanbll v Coi uiitteei-ta ave
tu cmitt6ee or to amend; which motions shall ha.e piecedenc· ·:: I ~~~~the either ~ibove startsl After a bill oi- resolution sball ba4c~amnendcd,'it~shall a'amn be read as amended tor the informat6
the Senate, before the question shall be put upon its passage:

23. Before a bill oi iesolncion inquiring three readings sha
read the third tune in the Senate, it shall be carefully engr6
(without inteilieeation or erasure,) under the direetioi of the
etalv of the Senate, and- upon this readinr' of the bill or resoiuiit stll not be committed or amended without the consent of thre

fourths, of the Sate. e
29. It shall not bo in order to aimend the title of a bill or re'Sh

tion until it shall havtle pa1ssed its second reading.
30. ithe title of bills, antd such parts thereof oily as -shall be ?af

fectecl by proposed amenndmeunts, shall be inserted In the Joti' easu
31. The President of the Senate shall appoint tile fotlovilt ·· Standinr' Committees, which shall th us be denominated -i· i i,~~~~~1 Conimittee oil tle Judiiciarv. · l
2 Committee on the State of the Coinmonu'ealth.
3. Coinmittee on Corporations. 

.4. Committee on Schiools and Colen'es.
6. Conmmittee on IPropositions and Grievaniccsl

1'r

4 
'

H 
. . - . .
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> 0. C o m iiuiiie oA 
tIote l

'.Co-Mmitte on01 'Engi)os ed Till,.

0.Committee onl Enl~iolld Bills

ii. ommittee Onl a'bbie'Lrnd 

.1.Cojiteo 
theExcule Depart an"7'

.2 nnimittee
Cwoon'pittE§9 6n 

evnec :

15.~ ,O~d Wa)- der'd RelatiOnS. 

1

j~o20 0mmlttee on Agiifltiir-e t. vt t oo popil~

17: Committee on A 'tl 
ooe

toof the State.' 

1

S.Committee on Bounrdaries.Ia 

32. Al conilen al 'omijiunications; made by theCxi no -.t

teSntshall :'be by members thereof kept See~e it~ ~s-

th 'by theirrsltiltke' 
h ilnjun;etiof of secresy..

s3.All informato or reak Om!in or b0 erigth hr

acter or qliciOills of any person nomiatedb i eentt

office Shal bekpjec~ae 
al ExecutivebaiesteSn9 

. '

shall be cleared of all Persons exept the SedretarY, Sr
6 fta-

ArmsMessngerand Door-KodPer.'-

A r 5s T he p r oe e din g of th S e n a te w" h e n n o t a c~ti n g in t o m i

tee of he Whoe, nshl beeneedo the Joral a's concisely -as

p Wsibe7 caebin taken to dIetail an aeediLt and tru outo

the -proceedings. 

V. 
'of 

Rej4prisentatives

36 eisn shall be transmitit 
to the noase

-tyhe Secretary upon each of which ShalLPheiSenatY 
b&edoTn.,

-'by th Sertay th lildtrilinanton 
Off'th 'nae Iieieon

7.''t . M essenager 
bins nnv be intvoddeel in any stage of-teabsie

ptwhile a question isbigpt o hl h eaSt-t in4 n

are behing called. 
o oenl- 

SB. Toeovernor of thleSt'ate, furme vrn rof the l State n

Terrioryand frmerSenators 
adRepresenltatibesTrWtiSae

toter dnrsro h nte tts and also Senator an 1menI-

t ther ofte UntJ Sae Congte5,sSateH 
101~e4 offieer S, m

hers of the Repestatve 
grasch ofthe Gener-al Assembly and

Judgs o theChadey an Cicui Courtse oftiG tt, hleI

admitted to a eatawthinte bar ofteSeaeC amber1,and any

pers o nf

other upon the invitation of a memberI of them Senate

Thae ero Sereay of the. Senate, Sega4aA i~ ~ ssengeV

an Tho.e Speretsall besvrl'so' 
ytePresideilt,el

and faithfully pto ischarg the i repciv uies, and to keep sdlret

th proceeding tof tsher Snther when sitn wijth closed doors.'

40. No member wh waAlthu the bar ofttheSeaewnth

q u o sti0 fl w v a , p u t b th e C h a i r, s h a l h e p if t ohn o t l

4. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~7

* . --
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I ajisiomte hI' 'sit ~id e 3 V nat, a itoit Lth e n6 -,jT~' 

tau Senate rule Ms 1 Iilc alol
unanimious consent -of tb8' Snit-.

40Tat ponl the' adjou~ni umnt of teGencraf AsSuietax -v tteSnt hle required to filei th Shbi~nS ry ofh orgia Ip on file with him caii&,Secietai ofSate allp and ofag basncs,-,11-6~palpAers~n Jouni l of the Sella be rcqniiu'Vdto obtnin a t'ceitificaco from the SecietaF&v'bTsuch ha een done, hnd file the sainey ih'teTesrrccix in~~~i.,coin peusatiTru'sii.
* ,3A To o1've effect 'to thdse 4iules, the FPresidn' hl cthe Seceatt-rW ttake inIIto custody --and if unbl

tosurmmon~ a posse tor' that puipo~e-and Confinutith
adjonirns any member for' disorclerly-buhavior, intarriip~tio
Sifn tslttbyteCari eitmiemc epoceedings at the Senate, after being, calle to aier Yo.

her sh all be entitled to an appeal to the. Senate from the 'orthe Chair.-1

44. Tbhat the Senate shall meet at 10 o'clock, A. Al.,div
* . . . . ~~~~~T. W.3IIEVARD-p 4

Wv rcce~~~~~~~~~~x ci anti ~~~~~~Ch~airmian'Special coj"hht
M, i~h was received, readad the rules adpte-d,' and&d.copi s,3a derel to be printed.. 

,-O(In.,omnof ~Br the Senate adjourned until 3 u c,P. Al. 4s.L4

K ~~~~~~~~TREO'CLOCK, P. Af.

The Senate met pursilntt adjournment. -
The President in the chair. 
A quorum present.
A commuittee fr-om the House' appeared anqinjnformied the Scthat the 'House had passed a resolution- to go into an elect ion United States Senators an Friday, the 22nid inst., and'asked

A. - ~~~concurrence of the Senate in the same.
Tb%resolution was ordered to lie on the table:
ThPrulesbigvaed
Sir. *Kenan Chairman of the Co'uiteo lcin aed~~ 1 ~~ - ~following report .- .4

The Committee on Electidns, to wholu was referred a resolunti

4~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'

-7-. ~ -- 
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dec~flifla Fdwv'ud Jord\ Solnato,, elect fr, In the 15th S3nfato'il d

aljairitt 'tnl entitlto his scat 's sniel Scnator, have hal the <nle 
"I

2' under considelatoni 'Xnd have- instruceted*e as theirn haitiinan, rei 

esii~`ul to. :;)h ·

i

PEP'ORT
~~~~~ii5 

-1: I~~~~~~~~ 5thi·bnt

That at an' election hell in the lot Senatoria Distit on te

7,29th 6day of November, A'. 13 S, Edwaid Joran ii the

6f your ebtdmittee, odoly lelited md is 'constititonallY

tsadd c Y rirttee do therefore

i'fii d to represent 
Edwardis Jrd

4a lBfe 

$ 

. .d 
S uP 

recommend lat the resolution declaring Edward Jor Scq"

elect from the 15th Senatoral District he adopted.

* 
4~~X;D.L.KEXh 

Tkerefore be it resolved by the Sqrzaie, That Hon. Bdfr&LJordan

is entitled to hi seat, as Senator eject fromn t5th 'seuatlrial

Districti
<:Mr. Gorrie m;adetl 

HI.iiBrppt 

Which waas reciived and read. ,'

.finority Report of Commimttee on Elections.

The undersigned beg leave respectfully to disagree with the con-

clusions arrived at by the majority of the Committee b~'n ections

that in the consideration of this matter they"ave recuirrd to 4the

fundamental principles,upon which the Government is basA, and

that they are unable to forget or pass over thb';greait-riD'iple "That'

* all politica.rwer is inherent in the peopiple"'- T '~ic'ii mstances

of-this ease, as enquired into by the Commte exhbX'the fact Ji

th~t bn the 29th day of November last, "at an hectiihlden at

*" the 'different precincts in the 15th Senatorial District of the State of

.Florida, composed of the counties of Lafayette and Taylor, the

people of said counties did then and there give a pteference for the

Hon. S. L. F. Cottrell, anon-resident of the District, for the posi-

tion of Senator from 'said Senatorial District; and~ivhile the under-

signed fully and freely admit the ineligibility of said Cottrell, by

reason of his being a non-resident of said districtZ'still they can \o t

allow the position that this body has under this case,-any powsr

whatever to decide as to who is Senator from the'15th'District, be-

cause it is especially provided 'in the Constitution of the State of.

Florida, in Article IV., Section 5: "The Senators shall bechosen

by the qualified eleetorsS!r the term of two years, at the same time,

in the same manner and in the same places" 'here they Lte for

members of the House of Representatives. That the peoplke~'%re

laboring under the impresion that Mr. Cottrell was qualified, and la-

bbring under this impression they have shokn a decided preferefnce

for Cettrell ver Jordan, the claimant, and thciefore we believe tha

*'7. 
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AbeWM'oirnbic g notice that oh -some future clay he will i
~ha following bills:

t4 be entitled An act to protect the shipping intetTe ir(
e; also, # f

ill tobe entitled An act regulating.pilptage. -

inegan gave notice tat he will at some future day intro-
abill to b entitled An adtto remove the county siteof Nas.
untfron~ Callahanto Fernandina, in said county.
ilendryrj give liotice thatli~ will at some future day intro-
hill for the relief'ofttock raisers in this State.

efollowing communication was received from His Excellency -

~erflor I"
EXECUTIVE OFFICE,,

Tallahassee, Dec.'21 ,85?14

&ihe Hon. PrESIDENT OF THE SENXTE -

j The Committee appointed by the Provisional Governor, un-

resolution of'Ihe Convention to "examine and report to the

eml Asseffibly for their action thereon, the changes and amend- 

ts to be made to the existing statutes; and the additionsrequired ' .

k. ereto, so as to cause the same to conform to the requisitions of the --

>Prdedd Constitution, and with reference especially to the altered

jDdition ofthe colored race," &c, have completed their work and

sented it to me, with the "request that it be laid befoi 'thie two
Iidnses of the General Assembly.

1. 4nost respectfnlly do so.~ -*

A havelthe honor to 'be,
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant.
D. S. WALKER.

orCQrie 'moved that the message of His Excellency the Gov-
r b~ spread upon the Journal, the accompanying documents be

to the committee "On all subjects connected with the Col

Ya Population of this State," and one hundred cdoies thereof be
rnted for the use of the General Assembly;

Which was adopted. I if

To the General Assembly of the State of 'lorida:

GENTLEMEN :-The undersigned were appointed by the Frovisiot-
: al Governor, under a Resolution of the recent State Conventiou74sind

charged with the duty of reporting to the General Assemblythie

"changes and amendments to be made to the existing statutes, and

% the additions required thereto, so as to cause the same to conform'

4 '.ftr 
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to thie rejuisitioiis of the ameionded. constitutioi, and wvith reference I
especially -to the altered condition of th 6. colorjd race."

In entering upon the dischairge of this duty, we are deeply im- tb
pressed with the magnitude and impoitatuce of the task, audireggret ot
that'the shortness of' the time elapscinr between the date of our ap- tc
poitrtment, and the meeting of your Honorable body has precluded
the possibility of giving to the sut~bjct th'at thorough investigatioi
whieh its importance demanded. Withint.ihe brief.space allotted to

us, however, we have endeavoied to embody id the form of bills,
upon various sujts 1 some sug'restions which 'we Arust 'maly be
found useful, in directing your mlnds to such chanwes and nodifica

hI -tious of the existiuw statutes, and additions theroIas mar be~dc-
Inalided by the recent alteratiot in the civil relatiotN heretofore sx
istiug between the two races that constitnte the inhlitantb of the
Stat2½`Th c coiisitutional provisiou declaring the abolition of negro
* 1aveifr suddenly removed from uniter the restraining and directin t
-influence of the master-, nearly -one full moiety of our population,
and creates tie iiecessitv of bringing them more fully under Athe

-. , .r. operation of inunicipal law. heretofore, there existed in each house-
-s; bold a tribunal pseniliarly adapted to thu investigation and punish-

eribt of the Ojeat maority of' thu umior offencs to the commission *

of whiclh this class of population iS addieted. With the destruie
tion pf the institution of nezro slavevy, tuat tiibunal has become ex-

ictiucaud hncue the necessity of u'reutinc' another in its stead, and ot
inano'il such u'o'lificutious in our legisi ition, 's shlill give full eflil

r ciency to oni eniinal eode. It is to the- oi'anization of such atri-
bunal, akof firit importance, that wxc now desire to invite yayou i j 
tention,"~ -e

It mast be alnlifest 0o every reflecting mind, that theicuit ,:

Court," as at pvesent orn'anized, extending as it does its jnrisdicbon'S
oVelr Ilarge area of teiiitory, embracing a dozen or moie'cu

and confined to tile holdino of stated terms, however effcientcher, $
tofore, in the restrainisng of crime, is but illy adapted to the present
exigency. Ii kiew of the oreat increase of minor offences, which
may be reasonably anticip ted, from the emancipation of the forniert'v
slaves, aL wise forecast wouild seem to call 'imperatively for the rrce
tion of a crimiiial tribunal, mere local ii its jurisdiction, and of great-
or promptness in its administration of the penalties of the law. 'Sucil
ovidentlyt wlas: the design of the recent Convention, in extending the
'judicial power" -<so as tq embrace "such other courts as the Gene-
ral Assembly may establish." The constitutional provision gianit-
iug this powv& to the General Assembly is as follows, to wit "The
jddicial power of this State, both as to matters of law and equity,
shall be vested in a Supreme Court, Courts of Chancery, Circuits
Courts, and Justice of tile Peace. Provided, the GenPieral Assembly
way' also vest such ciVil oi- criminal jniisdiction as rti;'y II necessary

:4 -
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'fr With alith rbefletion thtWe havrbesntho abeit, etx uo 

erdfO fo yu collidseletiobl and action. thereon, a bill ent'tled "afi 
st toestabish> .ogniea Conycriminal court," which, we -'

thlink, will be found upon examination, t~be ais free from objoutrqn
a and as well a~dapted to the exigency, growing .ont of the nbw ordcr i

f things, 'ma can well be devised.
,IL Thle nest subject that claimned the attention of the commissioin -. j/

was, thepresrnt state of our criminal laws, as applicable to the two 4i- U
different races that constitnte the population of the State. -'ty ref-I
orenee to thle statute book, it dill be found thant in most ofthe minor -

offences, and a' few of the more agg'ravated, a ina:-kcd distinction is-
miade betwee6 white persons and tree negroes and slaves, with re- '

*-gard to the ebtumission of these offe~nees. After :the mnatilest re-'>

Electiori upon the subject, we have com6 to hbe conclusion, that 

this discrimnination be abolished, as ta,-r as, it mar be, donle wivthouti:
imipairing thle efficienlcy of thle presc-ribed penaltiles, arid that bot)L A
i-aces be subjected to the same eode.'.~- -. i

InI Makin, this recommnend atic thie ii-dersin no 1n w olld~ nllot. h 7
undrerstood as favr oing the idle', that there exists, either in the Fed -

,erall'"ocnstitntion om in that of ti)O State, any inhibition to ;-control 
haift~ltorrItx o'f theGeneral Assemsblv in makiun- sucdi 'disenmina-

4-"it%5llbn~c tevhaeof sos'etv, or the sifet,' of ta 'comiunun!-
r ¶St'llaiV'aemarld it. This auth'ority, howecver~is n'ot to be'exe'rcisid /

fliky'n'd lhe~gr-antino' or res-ric-tino- of what is nsr'i'Ily denorminated
*-inere privileges," in contradistinction to the absolute "rights" of. inl- I

di-dals TIre enometo thle rihilts of pemon adic -property' 

Wi~eter wmith temasordesiTe our amiendled Gonstitution,s
gua ranteed to all the inhabitants of thre StAte xwrvhout'di t-lsinction of 

coo and may not he iuf-aded by the lniltof otlie (-reneral As-
itl seby With this limitation, thre powe,~r to dkicrniliratebetweca tire,

two racee, has alwa,.ys beeni exoerised wihotsthint by thte ircsperatives 
Saes of the Union, not even ecepqting thoso ot N cxv 3E glanrl.

Theml statate hooks ar-c replete 'with ewnnesnent.s coirfir roa1r tO1.-0f the
t ruthi of this statement, nor is there any l'ack of~jndrcia vii x ence oil
tire point. ½,% 7

In 1833,t~onnectient passed a Ianw, whiich mnade it a penil offel~
to set uip or- estahlrsir any schiool inl that Sta"te 1b r trioe ins.tinetion of

perons01i Of df~n Africani nice not b-'irtihabitants 1 th. State4 or to -

_41 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' 
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instruct or teach in any school or institution , orhoard"
that purpose any such person, vithottie previousc
ting of the civil authority of the town in which such
tution might 1e located. A case arose under this'la~m'
of the points raised in the defense was, that te law \qt

of th63Constitution of the United States, which gairan
the citizens of each State-isball be entitled to all p'il
munities of citizens in the several ;States." The cas
before Chief Justice Dnggett, ahd he held tlhat persons of 
race were not citizens of a State, within the m~aming-o,
"citizens?' as used in the Constitution of the Tnbi 4I States'
therefore not entitled to the privileges and tnmunitie5
other States. (Vide Crandeil vs. the StatellO Con.

In Kentucky, the point has been repeatedly
way, nor are we aware that its correctness has ever been

es . fibed in any State of the Union. -Cnelo.e
c racy~and research no one will question, states enpbaltiga

311 no~part of the country except Maine, did the Ai
pitant of fact, participate equally with the whites i'ne
civil and political rights. (2 Kent, Conn. 25&, note 1s.

-he right to exercise the pbwer of discrimination
rest alone up the action of the States-it has been, time a
sanctioned by every department of the Federal Governnen
calsjiltdn for the District of Columbia, the Congress bs'i

itated'16 recognize the difference that exists between thd i

"both as it regards their social and political status. Stich
been universially the action of the Execu4tive epartment,'ba
the official opinioiis bf such men as Williamn Wzrt afl Cal
ing, and indorsed by that giant of constitutional'lai
ster, while acting as Secretary of State.. Upon appficat
for letters of protection to visit Europe, he refused to~g
upon the distinctly stated gr-ound, that the applicants wer
izens,"? in the meaning of the word as used in the Consti

*But if there ever did exist any doubt upon this subjece

orever to he put at rest. by the authoritative decision in the g.
of Dred Scott'vs. Sandford, reported in. 19 Uoward's S. C.'
393. In the opinion delivered in thalt case, undoubtedly th'
est intellectual effort of the late Chiief Justice Taney,it is e

<held, that "a free negro of the African race, whose ancesto

bro'eught to this country and sold as slavcs, is not a "Citizen"
the meaning of the Cunstitution of the' United StatesJ an
%trongly stated in the sarme opinimn, that it is not ;ithin the
tutional power of Congress to make him such.

L·s: 
2 1n cormenting upon the legislation of Congrestwith refe~
this iace, the C. J. very forcibly and significantly remarlh,
law, like the laws of the States, shows, thwat this clas of pst-soil

:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ".
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Iari'o 1. fr goverlned by special lei;,)Iaboa diretctl edtxliisii l1 to tlici, nllut
It in wit alwayh connected with provisions for the giovernmnent of slavess, aIn I

or itsti. - not with those for the government of white citizens. . And after such
Vhieh one a uniform course of legislation as we lave stated, by the Colonies;

violation by the States and by Congress, runnin g through a period of 'moue
es., "that ;-~ than a century, it would seemn, that to call persons tht mar]ked and.
and i rr' ) stigmatized, :i(Citizensi" i:f the United States.-"t'ellow-citi~e n.;," a

'as trie~d` coustitutent part of the sovereignty, would be an abuse of ter ms, and
African not calculated to exalt the character of an American citizen ill the

he word eves of other nations."
md Were & This adjudication was rendered just four years prior to theuom
bizens in mencement of the late reyolution, and it may not be inappropriate to
s 340.) enquire whether any of the results of that revolution can be ju.tlx

te same; invoked to impdir itsauthority as ajust and enlightuaned exposition of
fdicially. ; the Constitution. It is true, that one ofthe results 'was the aboli- %1

hose ac. · tion of African slavery, but it will hardlv be sdriously argued, that it 
Y, that 2 the simple act of emancipation of itself, worked any chatnge in the
race, 'll. social, legal or political status of such of the African race as welr 
:reise of already fr6u6- Nor will it be insisted, we presume, that,the emanci-

pated slavy, &eahnclly denominated a "Freedman," occupies w:'Ji 
Ocs ndt higher position in the scale of rights and privileges than did the t2
ag:ain, "'Fr'ee negrrro.". If these inferences be correct, then it results as a
In its. logical coniclusion, that all the arguments groingc to sustain the an-

er bes- thority of the General Assembly to discriminate in the casd of
races, "Free negroes," equally apply to that of "Freedmen" or einancipate!i ~r

20 has slaves.
ked by But it is insjsted by a certair. class of radlic-il tleoiiitt, that the -

-lisb - act of emanipation did not stop in its effeqt, in i±rejly severing
the relatie njf Master and Slave, but thit it extended farther, and so

idjerated a s l toxalt the entire u-ace and place tleMn upon terms of

perfect equality with the white man. These fanaties may be verv
"i~clt- s hincere and( honest in their convictions, but the result of the recent

tPh elections in Connecticut and Wfisconsin, shows very conclusively
r~ase -"'that such is not the sentiment of a majority of the so-called free

States.
'epts, ~ While we thus strenuously assert the authority of the General
I 4Assembly, to exercise the power of discrimination within the limits

were before indicated, we would earnestly, but respectfully recommend
ithh1 that it be exercised only in exceptional cases, and so far as majytbe
is as necessary to promote the welfare of society, and to insure thd peace,

'nsti. - good order and quiet of the entire community. Impressed with - -

-nsti-. these views, and in furtherance of this end; 4ye have prepared a
Bill to accompany this Report, entitled "An Act prescribing addi-

-e to. tion penalties for the commission of offences against the" State: and
Thin L for other purposes."
vere. The first section of the Bill provides, "that whenever in the

criminal laws of this State, heretofoye enacted, the punishment of the

44~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~V
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o~uliiW V l~I ii JG [i hCslid jillimi-iso, I lleIl6IIt, (ii to fn 0

iiuiit, thlere sh~all be siipei':idu'i snattnrx' h

orsm4 Lidilig in the- pillnir' for 0110I hoar, or- wvii pping' not

-*' li a tx i ii' stip. , o il tile b aee ho k Or oi both , at the (I"e

lix B'anl exiii Lli tlerspeetlie .Coiua p 

thle ti li f Pot pf xl Iation x1 ha a ond 'blac -it willI b5 f

teth IS bd t little .vto thlentueotieocos
xcii 1110 wrest rn-iark of ih:tereiiine is to b4 ftoind in theT~

eOwt trea'i l n)Ii IIi' o'i'dxx ohIA C 1. '

~~1 in' iirk at ~~~~~~~oaor Le'luiu)p.~~i~' to t lie infliction of co

piiaislitnent nioni die ix ito nhli'i naill !iQcCt. th r t''i

inpi I,.'iiIIIPt, oi t~ie .ptiiishlinent of Offences com-mitted tb

xli II tI tmo"III puis ine!ii t is almost thd~' Only ou6e ap

Icclio nizxe tor tile comlmission of aniy of th~e ,niiho'lr, ;_i

Th, 1 is disurillinIi fn, we thinki, is founded uipo thesondeg I~
p~sof Stat~e p~jo~7 ilro.ii oat. of thle difference that exis~S

soual 'and pumliti8 istatus of thle two raes lo degraeda

njil by puniwhmu,''t, is to make]C aI bad mnember 'o dit0d

oc pa~ litii a'nut. . To fine and( imprliso ooed

p re~zeii peCeIlifIL' co'ditiol is b m nnishi the Saeisj

mImividual. The 1)1ox wlon conatilne I inl thue frst seto' .e

posed bill is ant desioyned to interfere wvith the discriminationa
e're to Vatokto n-ivme ai widur raii'e to thle discretion of

321I , in'applyxI'iw thle punishmen'It to thle offence. *

4! he~sPnd f-etin o te bllis deenmedl important emsr

ddefut gr"0itxxig1~ Onof' thle CXtiun1 t'chnic'ility of thecoioi

wxiti referenuce to die su~bject indicat~ed. By the pri upiples -of a

haxv, it'tile "seviauiCC' Puma tlie ir-ecloioh, and the iifet'nmistab

.r and~carrying Sway" be~ one and the seine eontinuedjact, it vo

amiount only/to a "tin csps, for xv~iieh t~he injured pfrtyf %as' rg-

ted to hins licto for dai~a'vesoin the civil side of the Court, bu

which the perpeti atom 0f the act Could nlot be criminally poui

Inl View of tle, pies eat condition of things-, we thlink thlat this f

the co mmnon Ia' Onught to he altuere ats is proposed to be done' by

second section of thue bill.

T11 e other seto w xith the exception of the 1 2tlm, are sufficie'

iulLicalivo of [iipliOenotoreqaire anY special cornmei

TIlxc have been carein lb aid critically corn lpar ed xvith thle ' stal

I as isM it n1owjsAzlldis, aimd(. their adoption is doeici ne01cesSary to re

lx1St [MIt- dICfctS, andl to p1 -oxide for time punlishn110iet 'of liew
V emcs, xvhxc ime like ey to occur. undelr thle cnlaiged condition'

'Tle 12th section i ,~triits the privilegO of the I.IS Of' fire-arrn'ss`h

)heI~td pcisons to sachi only as miare of aim "orderly aIm1 Cth

Thi'itc Ile aaithoirity' of [ilie (teneral Asseombly to immpq

thii 's r'ti in" hex ild' ha~ibt., SNvltl-r [ho e-ory~nc article 0'r~t
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amilelilnuilts t1o t. i'r'd C otistithtioro ri ti first so o en 
sixtethll article oftoc tae (nOtitut'oi nor nun-thofter tonf d 4? 9
eitbet of said instrinmcuts, cal inh arnv fit illter'pretition, he deemedQ

opo'tic) O aOSC v o11 stO e tstbe C\Ct' "is( of tins anthoItv Areferen e
<to the legislation of Soithwuttei u tates vilt showx th it t! &! reo '- 

nize the rigrht to imnpose snitaole restrictions upon' this claSg. their I

population, and the section now unlder consideration is almost a. lit-
etal transcript of the la"y of Indiano upon that- snhjcet. If th-le ii!
strietion is deemed iinportant to toe welfare of a colniiuinity, in 
which not one iii a thlonannd is aff goed bi it, how munch niore impo 

tauit with us where tiearli one fuill mon ty of thle popo latiiTl is of that 1/
c.lass Theinterest of the v'welldisposed and peaceable colored tti:nt1,
whoseright it is to eijor thle fi iits of bis honest indnlstr3 , as ivell as ' ft 7
the safety efthe entire conmmanalty-both white and black-impera 1'

tively demands, that the privilege of beating 'arms should be accorded[
only to s lch of tile colored pop)ulation as can be reeomnciieafor jif'
theil ordlceQ.aud peaceable, character. ItiH needless to attemnpt to
.saltisfy tlheexiactions of the fdnllatical theorist-\we hay" a dutv to

*prfoi i n ztle ") oteetion of ourl, wivlres and children from t'roateniid
danger, and the prevention of scenes which may cost the ext netioll -

of an ettire race.
III. The next subject that engiaged the attention of the.Cpmrnis-

sion. was that ot vaglanue, atid as the result of their ruffections, tlicyQ Llh
respectfully present for your consideration "A bill to be en'titled ailt l'
v et to punish vagrants and vagabonds.", Without mteriailv altet-

- hng the I aw as it now stands, it is the purpos" of the prcpos"rd bill,
while addinq siuch ipenalties as are most li ely to dter froin tile
commission of the offence, so to provide tht Atheir infliction alt dl,

~,; by no possibility, itupose a pecuniary charge upon the public. Lii-
2 doubtedly, in the absence of a Stavo penitentiary, the most eficetoal

'me'ashIe to accomplish this pLurpose, wouild be the estalblishment of
local work-houses, in which the offender could be employekl in soine
productive labor, which would'inuare to the defraving of the ehbgq
-of his maintenance, while undergoing the penalty of his offence.

This, however, is deenmed impracticable in the* present pecuniar-
condition of the country, atdl wve have endeavored in the proposed
bill to approximate as rleaxlv as mtv be to the desired o3ject.
The provisions of the bill are macle applicable to all vagrants, with-
out distinction of color.

IV. The law as it now stands, very properly prohibits the inter- t<"%,
marriage of white and colored persons, declaring- all matrriages of <
the k ind to be utterly null and void, and the issue of the sam2e to
be bastards, and' incapable bf inheriting any propertv. It so

makes it a penal offence. for a white mnIl to attempt to infto. allty,

or to live in a state of adultdy or fornication wvith a nerro, mulatto,
qusiateroon or other coloredl fetuale, hIutl nillits to maklie it pert m for

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- IllV
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'a Wiit *fcmale tI live in i state of at;.lu]try 0r to,, j

t , ccolored male, or for a colored male to live in a st' 
tfornication with a whlite female. This we hae 'de
niportant oinission ill the law, and to remnely the dee

fully pi:6sent for Yonr coqnsideration a bill to be 'entitl n
ailfditidonfto the adt entitled an act to amend .the act 

*:·a ~ concerning marriage licenses, approved January 23d, A
It might be thought that the general act 'against fo'd
adultery is snfficiently compr hensive to embrace thcsse1
itis very evident, from the terms in which it is Cfochehdth
designed to-apply only to white personts,for it prif 
shall at any time be in the power of the parties 'to re

s 'tipend the prosecution, by marriage legally solenliz
Thomp Dig., p. p.499, 500, §7. t

V. Deeply impressed with a sense of the obligation
upon the white race as the governing class, to do all tlt
in their power, to improve the moral condition ofi
emancipated slaves, the undersigned most respectfully
your consideration a bill to be entitled "An act to esdtb
'force the marriage relation between persons of color.'lYHe
-firom the very necessity of the case, this matter was left to be
'ted by the moral sense of the master and the slave, andT

- -trnth be said, to have been the only inherent evil of the ins
44oof slavery,,as it existed in the Southern States. Now, the o

:' - ' 'of compulsory separation is removed, and as a Ch:istian pel
sbohuld embrace the earliest opportunity to impress ppon thi
of our population, and if need be, to enforce by appropriate
ties, the obligation to observe this first law of civilization anda
rality, chastity and the sanctity of the marriage relaton. i
these views, we have prepared the bill, and respectfully inv

(: it your favorable considleration.
VI. Next to the enactment of laws for the prevention of 

and the enforcement of the domestic relations, there` is no so
so'intimately connected with the permanent welfare and prosp
of a people, as that of a well regulated labor system. Such a
tern we recently enjoyed under the influence of the benign,
much abused and greatly misunderstood institution of 'sla
That has been swept away in the storm of revolution, and'we
now remitted to the operation of an untried experiment. Wh

-"i' -ve shall be successful in devising a plan to make the labor o
C'' emancipated slave available, is a problem of doubtful solution

* '9' 1. one in which he is vastly more interested than is his former
'i . ter.*... - .

This unfortunate class of our population, but recently con
ting the happiest and best provided for laboring population in'
world, by no act of theilrs, or voluntary concurrence of ours, w

,-
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,io tr iining to prdpire them for their new esponsibilities, baV I
juddefly deprived of the fostering care and protection of their

2sters,'and ate now to be seen like so many children gambo-

Ug,'p0 the brink of the yawning precipice-careless-of the future,

intent bi}y cii revelling in the present unrestricted enjoyment 4
fl newly fonnd bauble of 'freedom." Their condition is <truly

le ana appeals to every generous bosom for aia and" sflccor,

we have greatly mistaken the character of the Southern people,

?bat'appeal shall be made in vain. 'We are not responsible -for

hpitiable condition of the race, but we will nevertheless exert

$fselves to save them fror~the ruin which inevitably awa¶Yktihem, 2

if left to theAitder minerc~8V~~f that canting hyprocrisy and mawk-F

sentimentality, which has precipitated them to the realization .,

qf their present gondition.
Wa has done but little to cortail the area of cultivable lands in p4

the South-tbe broad acres still present their inviting surface to

the labor of the husbandman, and if the effort to make the emanci-

pate slave Zipfflcient laborer shall fail, then,>as a last altei' a'ive

resort musf'Abhld to the teeming. population of over-crowvA'hEu- f
rope. But lIX6 nothis fearfal altlteinxe, prugnant us it is wiuh the if;
ruin and destruction ·of helpless race, be adopted, until we shall
hai7e given them a fair and patient trvatl. k s the superior and gov-
erninr class, wFe are bound to this by dve~ry princijple of right and

*promnpting of humanity, yea, by the obligation of gratitude. For
where in all the records of the past, do s history present ifch an

instance of steadf ist devotion, unwaverina attachment Idna. constan-

cy, as was exhibited by the slaves ot the South throughout the

fearful contest that has just ended I The country invaded, homes

desolated-the master absenit in the army, or forced to seek 'safetv 1/
iAC n' ;ht, and to leave the mistrcss and her helpless infants unpro-

S cited- with every incitement to ins'botdination and insti.ation to

N mu' "Innrder and rapine, no instance of insurrection, and scarcely one of

voluntary desertion, has been - recorded. This constanvr and faith-

fulness on the part of tho late slaves, while it has astonished En-
rope and stamped with falsehood the raving ofthe heartless atoll" 

tionist, will forever commend them to the kindness and forbearance

of their former masters. They will do all in their ptwer to promote

his welfare, and to encourage an] secure his moral and mental im- ;

provement. ,While they confine him to his appropriate sphere of

social and political inferiority, they will endeavor to stimulate him 7p,

to all legitimate efforts at advancementand b4 the exercise of kind- ., -,

ness and justice towards him, teach him to value and appreciate the

new condition in which he is pleaced.

*~ If after all, their honest efforts shall prove unavailing, and this

four millions of the' humn~f family, but recently dragged up from

Ft~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~t N
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'barbarismu, and thr~oug~h the influence of Southern! mastersa, elevgcdi
to the status of Christian mien and women, shall be doomed by the
scrdtible behest of a mysteridss Providence, to follow In the. foot-

steps of the fast fading aborigin"s of this Cotiunentwhen the
last man of the race stiall be standing upon the crumbling brink' of
a people's grave, it will be some compensation to the descen dants C''
the Southern master, to catch the grateful and benignant recognition

4. ~~~~~~~of this repres ntative man, as he point-his withered finger to the an-
thor of his ruin and exclaim, "thou didst it !"

We have prepared a bill entitled t5An act in relation to the con-
tracts.f ~ ersons of color," which \' 4t" will be found to bd inoftbisrepreentatve man as h poind hiswdtherhich rus. dian
accordance with the foregoing viows/4hd respectfdlly ask for it

-.x'" vour favorable consideration.'
VII. we also present for your consideration a bill to be entitled

"an act in relation to a' prentices ;" which is made applicable to
both races, without distinction of color; and is designed to, remedy
the defects and supply the omissions occurring in the law' as it noW s
standS~- r'4,

VIif -The subject of keeping up the cultivatio outlantation s kg
belonging to manors, and upon the proceeds of whichthey are ex-
elusively 'dependent foi their support and maintenance, has been.

brought to our attcntidn), and Wve deem it of sufficient importance to
demand the special legislation of your honorable body. It is notto r
be expected of executors, administrators and guardians, that they re'
will coniSent to incur a personal responsibility for the benefit of the
estates`~tlh-ir, wards, and yet the working of them may be the
only mcans of rendering them productive. Unless special author in
ity be given to the representafivcs of these 'Estates so to do, but e
few will assume the responsibility of wvorking them with hired labor, u
and they must consequently, remnain uuavailablt'' for the suPport'.nd
maintenance of minor childitu and an incubus upon their hands.
Impressed with the importance 6f the subject, we present for your
consideration a bill entitled "An Act authorizing Executors, AdmitA-
istiators and Guardians to contract for thu hire of laborers, and con-,
firmingi contracts heretofore made."

IX. Dy a rule of the common law, no person having the remotes
pecuniary interest in a suit at law, is permitted to testify upon th9.l
trial of the same. We have always adhered strietlg.to this ancie
canon, and such now is the rule governing the practice in or

4¾ Courts. In England, and in som'e of the, SttsofteUiO9in
this rule has been so much relaxed, as to permit the parties to testiriV
fy in their own behalf, and to compel them, when required to do

the estify in behalf of the opposite party; leaving the credibility
the person so testifying to bejudged of by-the jury. So far as WO

have been able to learn, no injnrvhBa redillted front this relaxaioUl
but on the contrary2 it is said tjhave 'greatly facilitated the asccT

'1~~~
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temupt to organize any general system of education.. Their

migratory and ounsettled condition is such at present, as to
afford but little promise thbt any system. however well devised,
would be successful. , The first lesson to be " 4ghttthem--is, that
thbir new-foftad liberty is not license, and that laoiis ordained of-

lGod, and a necessity of their condition. For the next year or two..
the important struggle with them will be, to provide sustenance for
the physical man. That lesson properly inculcated and impressed,
it will be time enough then to attend to the culture of the intel-

-le It. hhen that time'shall arri vf-thbe South will need no prompt -
inc lo tauty, frorh any quater wliatseever
· ·;~bJ- IdI. The several subjcts bro ahftb"he view of the General As-
5jbly jithis Report, are such as were ,.4eemed to come strictli
"within the purview of the Resolution of the Convention, authorizing
the appoihtment of the commission;,and we have notfelt ourselves at

l.iberty to tiavel beyond the limits therein indicated. The time al-
lotted to 65 for the taskr, and the pressure .of prior. engafrernont. 9,

cause u fear that the ,'oul is not as perfect and complete as 4
m mi hfave been desired. e trust, however, thai t1hatever ornis-
sions may have occurred xull be supplied by the wisdom of your

i r· b~~~~~onor~able .bodv.
honoabl body. .0 H. DuPONT. "

A. J. PEELER.

* To the General -Assembly qf-lthe State of Floric a

The unndrsigned, one of the Committee appointed under the res-
olution of the Conventidn- to report to the Geueral Assembly the
changes and amendments:,to be made to the existing statutes, be-

* lievingt that their report should be confined to a simple explanation
of the previsions of the bills they submit for the consideration and
action of the General Assembly, and differing froom the majority of
the committee as to the extent to which the views to be embodied in
their report should be carried, has declined to sign the report

submitted. In making this separate report for himself, the under-
signed desires to express his concurrence in the bills proposed for
the adoption of the General Assembly, and to unite in-the declara- 2
tion of the majority of the committe, that they are the result of
the most anxious deliberation andI enamination of the vauious sub-
jects to which'they refer. That they may not be found to be in some.
degree imperfect and liable to some objections, is not assumed; for
in the conflict of opinions now existing in regard to the new prob-
lems to be solved, and the new re-ations which thedifferent classes
of the population sustain to each'ot he'- very fewc minds would be-

- -. c·Li ·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-i
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hMcely to work ant a ' rfet lixmlt. WiIat.-n'er defiet:; myw fC;nu!
to exist, and whatever err-ors may' have becnonvuoittltt, cither il l
the'details of the bills or- iii the reasons and Princples on wii %V */?;
theN are founded jwill, it is confidently hoped, bj cairrctud by the
-isdom ofthe General ALsesmbIv. - U,

44, D. PrPPY. I
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The followingo mniatlns tbiri His E. I il fnil te Goy- 
ernor, werejucervedl, rc,-adAtlld the ruiutions thcrenr in
curried in - ic

Y: ~ EXECtTTIVE OF.I -.

Tallahassee, Dec. 21, 1S65
To the Hon. PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE:

SIR: I hereby respectfully. nominate tbr Inspeetors of Timber

and Lumber for the port of Pensdiola: H. H1. Brown~ uI nd Win.
Fields.

For Port Warden- Port of Pensacola: John Ca j. J .R.
Trimble and C. P. Knapp.

For Inspector of Produce and Wood for the County of Escambia:

P. Gonzalez.
For Auctioneers for Escambia County: Desiderio Quino, James F

Gonzalez ant Win. M1c. IR. Jordan. - +
For Notaries Public far Escainbia County : M. -PYD&IRinbo, W.

T. Armstrong and D. C. Anderson.
I have the honor to be,

Very respectfally,

Silliam M. Dukes as auctionuees for the county ofHColnhnbia.

I have the hlanor to be,

'Most respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

DAVID S. WAr LEEPR.
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