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The question on the adoption of the resolution was put and
the resolution adopted.

On motion of Mr. Wentworth, the Senate took a recess till
4 o'clock p m.

FOUR O'CLOCK P. M.

The Senate resumed its session.
The President in the chain.
The roll was called and the following Senators answered to

their names
Messrs. Billings, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, Henderson, Hill,

Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson, Locke, MoKinnon, Meacham, MoCas.
kill, Pearce, Purman, Wentworth, and Sutton-17.

On motion, Mr. MeLin, the Secretary elect, was sworn in by
the President.

On motion of Mr.. Wentworth, the Senate adjourned till 10
o'clock to-morrow.

THURSDAY, January. 4.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
Prayer by the Chaplain.
The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to

their names:
Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Eagan -Ginn, Henderson,

Hill, Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson, Locke, Mclinnon, M eacham,
Moragne, Purman, Sutton and Wentworth-17.

On motion, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with, and
the Journal corrected and approved.

Mr. Wentworth moved that fifty copies of Order of Business,
and fifty copies of the Rules of the Senate be printed and laid
*on the desks of the members.

The yeas and nays being called for, the following was the
vote:

-Those voting in the affirmative were-
Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Ulillyer, Pearce, apd Wentworth-5.
*Those voting in the negative were-
Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, Henderson, Jenkins,

Johnson, Locke, MeKinnon, Meacham, Moragne, Mc(askill,
.and Sutton-13.

Mr.' Locke moved that the Sergeant-at-arms be instructed to
.,wait upon the Secretary of State and request him to furnish each
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member wvith a copy of the Journal of last session, which was
agreed to.

A motion to elect an engrossing clerk and an enrolling clerk,
was made and lost, by a division.

Mr. Meacham moved that the President be authorized to ap--
point a page for the Senate.

Mr. Henderson moved, as an amendment, that the Senate dis-
pense with pages.

On which the yeas and nays were called, with the following 
result:

Those voting in the affirmnative were-
Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Ginn, Henderson, McKinnon, Mo--

ragne, McCaskill and Sutton-8.
Those voting in the negative were-
Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Eagan, Hill, Jenkins, Johnson, Locke,

Meacham, Pearee, Panrman and Wentworth-11.
So the motion was not agreed to.
Mr. Henderson moved, as an amendment to the original mo--

tion, that the pay of the pages be one dollar per diem.
The yeas and nays were called for, with the following result :
Those voting in the affirmative were-
Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Ginn, Henderson, Hillyer, Jenkins,-

Johnson, Locke, McKinnon, Moragne, McCaskill, Sutton and
Wentworth-13.

Those voting in the negative were
*Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Eagan, Hill, Meacham, Pearee, and

Furman-7.
The question on the original motion, as amended, was now put-.

and agreed to.
Mr. Wentworth moved that the Rules and Order, of Business-

of last session be adopted for the present session;
Which was agreed to.
Mr.' Wentworth moved that the Senate proceed to the elec-

tion of a President pro tern.
Mr. Billings moved to postpone this matter till next Tuesday ;-
Which was, on a division, agreed to.
Mr. Purman raised the point of order that it requires a two-

thirds majority to suspend rule eight, which requires that a Presi-
dent pro ternm. must be elected immediately after organization,
and consequently that the action just taken was out of order.

-The Chair ruled, that the Senate having already taken action,
the Chair cannot overrule the action of the Senate.

Mr. Purman rose, stating that he should appeal from the rul-
ing of the Chair; but before he had formally moved the appeal,
Mr. Henderson made the point of order, that the appeal not
having been taken, there was nothing before the Senate, and
moved to take a recess till 4 o'clock p. m.

B 
* 
-
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The President ruled the point of order well taken, and the
motion for a recess was put by yeas and nays, with the follow-
ing result:

Those voting in the affirmatiye were-
Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, McCaskill,

Pearce, and Sutt6n-8.
'?hose voting in the negative were-

Messrs. Dennis,. Henderson, Hill, Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson,
Locke, Meacham, Purman, and Wentworth.-10.

So the motion was not agreed to.
A message was received from the Assembly, which an-

nounced that the Assembly was organized and ready for busi-
ness.

Mr. Purman moved an appeal from the ruling of the Chair
with regard to the postponement of the election of a President
pro tern. and the suspension of rule 8.

Mr. Purman withdrew his appeal.
Mr. Henderson moved that the vote by which the election of

President pro tern. was postponed till next Tuesday be recon-
sidered;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Henderson moved that further proceedings in the matter

of election of a President pro tem. be postponed till to-morrow
4 o'clock p. m.

Mr. McCaskill moved, as a substitute, that rule 8 be expunged.
The Chair ruled that a two-thirds vote is necessary to the

adoption of Mr. McCaskill's substitute.
The following message was received from the Assembly:

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER,
Tallahassee, Fla., Jan. 4, 1872.

Hon. SAMUEL T. DAY, President of the Senate:
SiR: I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate,

that the Assembly has appointed a committee of three to act
'with a similar committee from the Senate to wait upon and in-
form his Excellency the Governor that the Legislature is now
organized and ready to receive any communication he may be
pleased to make.

Very respectfully, M. H. CLAY,
Clerk of the Assembly.

The yeas and nays were called on Mr. McCaskill's substitute,
with the following result:

Those voting in the affirmative were-
Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Ginn, Henderson, McKin-

non, Moragne, MeCaskill, 'Pearce, and Sutton-10.
Those voting in the negative were-
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Messrs. Dennis, Eagan,% Hill, Hill'yer, Jenkins, Johnson,Locke,
Purman, and Wentworth-9.

Two-thirds not having voted in theaffirmative the substitute
was not afi'eed to.

The original motion was now put and agreed to.
The Chair appointed Senators Weiitwor'th, Hillyer, and

McCaskill 'as a committee on the6 part of the Senate to wait on
the Governor, to inform him of the organization of the Legisla-
tvre.

Mr. Dennis moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed
to prepare one or more rooms for~use of Senate committees;

Which was agreed to, and the Sergent-at-Arms so instructed.
The -committee returned and reported that the Governor

would, be ready to deliver his Message at 12 o'clock m.
Mr. Lecke moved that the Senate proceed to the election of

a Recording Clerk;'
Which was agreed to.
The vote was taken viva voce with the following result:
For IK. S Waldron,
Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Giun, Henderson, -ill, Jenkins,

Jobnspn, Locke, McKinnon, Meacham, Moragne, McCaskill,
and Wentworth-13.

For-Joseph Bowes,
'Mesirs. Billings, Dennis, Eagan, H-illyer, and Purman-5.
Mr. Pearce voting for W. J. Burleigh,
Mr. Waldron was declardd elected.
On:motion, -the, Senate, proceeded to the eleption of- an En-

grossing Clerk. - - I

The vote was taken viva voce with the followin
For W. T.. Webster
Messrs. Crawford, Eagan, Gin, Hill, Jenkins, Johnson, Locke,

Meacham, McCaskill, Purman, Sutton, and Wentworth-12.
For Joseph Bowes,
Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Hillyer, and Pearce-4.
The following message was received from the Assemblj':

AssEmBLY CHiAMBER,
Tallahassee, Fla., January 4, 1872.

Hon. SAumEL T. DAY, President of the Senate:
SIR: I am directed to infbrm the Senate that the Assembly,

has adopted the following resolution':
- 1esolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the Assembly

in theAssembi, Hall in joint session, at 11.55 a., in., to hear
the Governor's Message.

-:Very respectfully, M . Crrs-,
Clerk of Assembly.

Mr. Hillyer offered the following resolution:
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-Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly oncurrintig, That the
Legislature meet in joint session at 12 m. for the purpose of
heaiing-the Governor's Message; 

Which was adopted. .
On motion, the Senate took a recess till 5 minutes to 12.
The Senate resumed its session at the time appointed and

pr6ceeded torthe Assembly Hall.
The President of the Senate took the chair.
Mr. Jenkins moved that a committee.of two members of

the Assembly and one of the Senate be appointed to wait on
his Excellency the Governor, and inform him that the Legisla-
ture is in joint session, and ready to receive any communica-
tion he may be pleased to make; 

Which was agreed to. N
The President appointed Messrs. Butler and Hiers of the

Assembly, and Mr. Jenkins of the Senate, as such committee.
On motion~of Mr. Wentworth, members of the Cabinet and

of the Press were invited to seats within the bar.
The committee returned with his Excellency the Governor,

who proceeded to deliver the following Message:

Gentleme of 'the Legislature:. . .

.Fqr the last time during my official term I-have the honor to
meet you in session, to deliver my annual address as Chief Execu-
tive of the State; and while, since you last assembled, the State
has`' passed a season of severe trial by- flood and storm, yet, on
.the whole, it.has kept a steady pace onward in population and
in civil, political, and industrial development.

Among --the reconstructed States of the South none started upon
la more tiulyconservative basis than Florida, andnonehavepro-

A gressm4 imore' successfully in the scale of social, political, andin--
A dstrial improvement. 

Florida, upon 'the whole, may be said to have been distin-
guished among .the Southern States for general.peace and quiet,
and obedience to law, notwithstanding reports to the contrary
which havezprevailed, much to the detriment of the State.

... Still disturbances, breaches of-the peace, ipfractions of the
-lai, an-d scenes of fatal and disgraceful violence have-occurred;
in' many; loealities within our .borders. This I have attempted
to correct by the exercise of all the power vested in me by
the -Constitqtion, and by the use.of all. the means bestowed
for that purpose by the Legislature. But at times all efforts
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have failed, and all the means at my command have seemed to
be ineffective. '

It is true that these same localities, being, to all intents, border
- ~ -sections, hare from time immemorial been the resorts of lawless

and reckless men, and in some of them, as in the earlier periods of
the existence of the Western and Southwestern States, the law
of Judge Lynch and the " Regulators," for years before the war,

.: ~ had been the only code of much efficacy.
. :-*. I had hoped better results from the reorganization of govern-

"~- ~ment under Republican auspices; but the bitterness resulting
" -. from the war, the noxious teachings of disappointed and defeated

political opponents, assisted by the occasional lack of discretion
-; ~ on thetpart of injudicious political friends, succeeded for a-long 

. '. 'time in setting at naught the advice and the efforts of the better
men of all classes, untilimprovement at times seemed to be hope-

I ~ ~ less; and Ihave been strongly and forcibly urged to the declara-
tion of martial law. -

;[ . ~But looking upon the suspension of the civil law as an experi-
;~. 'ment always full of danger and entirely opposed to all the prin-

ciples of free popular government, I have hesitated and refused
to take a. step so fraught with manifold dangers, except as the
very last resort, even at the risk of incurring the enmity and hos- 

*: tility of my own political friends. And while my. heart has bled
for the violence and suffering inflicted upon the more helpless
classes of the community, I have steadily relied upon the6 civil
law and the good sense and latent patriotism of the general 

-^ ~ citizenship. .
'; ~ While it is the fact that nine-tenths of the suffering induced has

fallen upon Republicans, and mainly upon colored citizens-giv-
: * ing unerring evidence that these excesses have been strongly

tinctured by, if they have not entirely originated in, political
prejudice--I still have been unwilling to set aside the usual
methods of redress under all forms of constitutional government.
I may in this have erred; but if so, the errorhas arisenfrom a deep-
seated and, perhaps, overweaning regard for the sanctity of all
the legal safeguards provided by and under the free institutions
of our country. 

I have remonstrated, admonished, and entreated, with little
apparent avail. The power granted me in the detective law ofK -~~ap pwrgrnt-



1868 was rendered almost nugatory through the restrictions and

want of means imposed,'I fear, by the jealousies and p6rsonal ani-

mosities of so-called political friends; I still have earilestly en-

deavored, through the aid of special detectives, employed at my

own expense, to ferret out and bring to justice.the perpetrators

of violence, and crime, for whose detection and punishment the

ordinary enforcement of. our criminal laws seemed inadequate.

And at last these persistent efforts seem likely to be crowned

with some measure of success. A'large amount of 'useful infor-

mation'has thus been obtained, and a mass of testimony, the -na-

ture and extent of which it is improper to disclose till the en-

tire safety of the witnesses is effectually secured, is at my dish

posal.
Ini the prosecution of this work, and in the' absence of the

proper legislative appropriation therefor, I have,- of necessity,

been lorced to incur large expenses, accounts of which will be

presented for adjustment at your present session.

'In the SouthernCircuits of the State, the 5th, 6th and 7th,

embracing some of the wildest and formerly most lawless coun-

ties, a marked improvement has attained; and the law officers

have been able, by firm and judicious management, to command

respect for the laws, and acts of violence have been of less fre-

quent occurrence than ever before. In the Third Circuit, where,

in 1869, I 'was called upon yepeatedly to inteifere. by martial

law, in the counties of Columbia, Suwannee and Hamilton, no 

-general disturbances'have occurred,and no hindrances. to'the

administration of the civil law have been made known to me.

In the counties of Tayldr and L'afayette there have been acts

of violence which have' almost justified arbitrry measures.

These seem to be attributable to hostility giowing out of the

war. A- large number of men who' refused to serve in the

rebel army, and many of whom served in the Union army, in-

habit these counties,'and they have been niade the objects of

cruelty and violence, and many of them have been assassinated.

'It may yet be necessary to adopt extraordinary means to secure

these citizens against outlawry and violence, though I believe

an organization of 'a small police force and the presence of

United States 'soldiers may save such necessity.

"In one of the'counties ill the First Circuit which has sustained



the least enviable reputation for deep-seated and disgraceful
disregard for law and where violenee and blood at times ap-
peared to reign supreme, and all efforts. to enforce obedience to
law seemed futile, sinee your last, session, in the hope of obtain-
lug some, measure of security to the helpless. victims of dis-
order and violence-when death by assassination had created
a vacancy in the office of county clerk and the sheriff had ab-
sconded-I took the ,somevbat hazardous. step of appealing
directly td the manliness nUt good 'sense of the body of the
county, and appointed to office the nominees of the citizens
without reference -to party-'avoiding open opponents-under a.
pledge of a united effort to enforce the laws of the State, im-
partially and without distinction. And while I na pained to
say that such enforcement of law as I had hoped has not been
attained, still, greater quiet and less violence have prevailed
since, in the county, than within the previous quarter of a cen-
tury; and an election held on the.-9th of December for mem-
bers of theIlegislature was the most orderly and quiet election
known in many years, and Republican members were elected
by a vote of two to one., Thus: at Ist the wisdpm of the
course taken seems to be fairly vindicated.

It is a proper matter for mutual copgratulation that the politi-
cal indications in all parts of the Union,,so strongly evince a wide-
spread popular endorsement of the reconstruction policy of Con-
gress, and of the existing administration of the national gov-
ernment. 

Trhat errors may have been committed, none will care to deny;,
but when the ]ap§e of time shall have made podssblean impartial
appreciation-of the innumerable difficulties and embarrassments
encounterpd, the present national Administration will not suffer
in conuparispn with any preceding in the history of the country.

The evide n and general admission of the certainty of the re-
nomination and re-election of General Grant to the presidency
gives reasonable assurance of four years' longer continuance of
the present strong and firm, but cautioas administration of na-
tional law, and has already and very plainly improved the con-
dition of the South, and is exertipg-in our Iwn State a powerful
and bepeflcent influence.

It may well be hoped that this probable permanence of the na-
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tjional policy and the legitimate operiation of the civil service re-
form and general amnesty, so' strongly recommended by the
President, 3vill diminish the bitterness of the impending political
campaign, and tend to do away with the baneful and unne-
oessary hostility 1•etween State and national officers, which 'has

'*ri~ought so much-mischief in all the South,'and has severely em-
,bairassed the administration of our own State government.

RETRiECIMUPAENT AND ECONO~dX

Much has been said within and without the Legislature about
retr;enchin~'o e-xpenjpes and an economical administration of

e government. 'l1 the measures heretofore adopted have

'beenifor want of eompleteness, like *saving at' the spigot and

Isqing'at the'bung-hole.
Al few salaries have been reduced, and the Constitution and

'gbvernment weakened'thereby, while the main sluiceways of
ettravicgance and waste have been kept open.

This session brings direct instructions from the people that
may not be'disriegarded with impunity. The plan, heretofore
adopted by the :popdsition of favoring every measure of ex-

Ktravaraance. in order that they mAy hold the dominant patty j
responsilble for lavish expenditure, must now be abandonedor o

AbheR Reintatives'wi~lviolaite their pledges totheirsco'nstitu-
entst 'Th Republican members can:no longer continue realcless,

ebf political a's "Well As -personal condemnation.
Now is the tini'sto inaugfirate a.system of true practical econ-

4 "'omy, and 'the 'Iiegiglaturi shbuild begin at its-,own doors, and

'. th3ence thr'ouiiTiill de-par-thments of~the governiment.
i'1· Ist.C iut off All"AAdlbss' eifoyees and superniumeraris, and fix
"theper diemvof 'raembers and officers 'upon4 a cash basis and ac-
co~irding 'to a buginaess stan-cid. .

-' 2dRevise thd'fee'bill and equalize the pay:of county officers,
r'dd'uce the -fies of 'clerks of' courts, compel the assessor to make

'his 'own-roll without additional charge, and reduceethe percent-
'gi6 for the kssegsment anfd collectibfl of the revenhe. 'The sheriffs
ahd'county judges" ' fees' are reduced to a proper standard, but

-n&'sof- .'circuits'"at least, the judge 'h1s oerled the law , 

and the sheriffs charge 50 per cent. moree:than thelaw allows.'
3d.' Require all taxes paid in cash, and thus do away with the
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inducements to fraud in speculating in -scrip, making false. re-
turns, 4c., and at the same time reduce the aggregate expenses
of the government 25 per cent.

4th. Require jurors and witnesses' fees to be adjusted by the
counties. As now adjusted, there is no protection against du-
plicate and false certificates. At least 25 per cent. in amount
would be saved by settlement of these accounts where they occur,
instead of issuing certificates to be paid by the Comptroller.

The adoption of the amendments to the Constitution, which
took effect.on 15th May last, has reduced the salaries of the State
officers so low that those who were not resident at the Capital
could not comply with the law of last session and transfer their
residence. The combination of speculators and political gam-
blers to destroy the credit of the State reduced scrip so low that
the heads of departments received only equivalent to $Q00 per an-
num,and-the Governor $1,000. The judges'pay is at starvation
point, and unless the cash system is at once adopted it will be
impossible to sustain their positions.

The change in the mode of pay of the members of the
Legislature. from a salary to per diem affords an opportu-
nity for the Representatives to show the sincerity of their
professions by adopting a reasonable . sum for their ser-
vices. Take $5 per day as a basis, to be paid in cash, and
the aggregate pay of the members would be, for a sixty-day
session, $22,500, being a saving of $15,000 for the session,.and af-
fording each member as much real value as when he received the
larger amount in scrip. By establishing the pay of the clerks
upon the same basis, and limiting the number to the real necessi-
ties of the Legislature, half as much more may be saved, making
an aggregate saving of from $20,000 to $25,000 at each session.

Another source of great loss to the State is the hurried passage
of the general appropriation bill, at the close of the session,
when thousands of dollars are inserted of extra allowances
and improper items, and lugged through because it is too late to
correct and save the bill. This is an evil that must be remedied,
and it is the duty of the members to see that the general appro-
priation bill is passed early in the session, and if extra pay or old
claims are presented let each stand upon its . merits. No
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-general appropriation bill yet passed has met strictly the requi-
sitions of the Constitution.

FINANCES AND TAXATION.

So much has been said in 'reference to the conduct of the
new government-so many charges of fraud, bribery and cor-
ruption, -fraudulent issue of bonds; immense; increase of the
State debt, oppressive taxation, &c._; so many invidious corn-
parisons drawn by the chiefs and head-men of the old govern-
ment against the 'new-that I shall be pardoned if I 'ccupy
some space in laying before you not only the exact present con-
djtion of th financs, hut a history of the State indebtedness,
and .how njich of it is chargeable to those "'honest" men
whom the resent government, supplanted, and who have
traveised tha State and sent their emissaries to New York to
mnalign and abuse the Republican administration and destiry
the Stat~ creait, and who are nqw seeking to induce the people
toUresist the laws-and violate the obligations of citizenship.'

In 18i6i1 the Comrptroller of the State report ed to'thi'e tegisla-
tine as follows:

"~'Sizce Ae6 dear 1848 there have been no accounts kept showi-
ng theepenses for which the Stdte has been liable. For in-

stance, 'he,-e is nu o exectivei no Judicial, no military, and no
contingent 'nor- her necesqary expense accounts to be found
from~n the yeat: lafi~~1848 d awn tot ·en ding Novembat 1860."'

This was dutin~ the oalcyf neaace prosperity and
harmony A'obgfore the war.I There were. no "scalawags,"
"carpet ggbi-s, ir " 'freedien!'? to disturItte political sea-
all ware "1 honest" men in tkos6 days, and "nd accounts were
kept showing the expenses 6f the State!

the State secured the lands and iroperty o the United
nd declared her independence (?) npril, 1861, and down

foundq6, thp _sab neglect se ems to have continued, as it was
ound·· necessary at tt tinie F6i tihe Ll islature to ap jpoint a

commission t ascertain the de bef the &at&
4lhis coxmmksion bubmitted, November n1, 1866, the fallow-

ig 4. the bonded debt of the State, viz.,
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In bonds of 1856, . .. *21,000
In bonds to the school fund, . 104)500
In bonds to the seminary fund, . 60,992
In bonds of 1861, . 4,125

~i~othis~wassda~a-i :· '· I: · $3710,61'r 00TO this was added-' 0December 3, 1866 a bohd for -money borrowed
under act of January 10, 1866, . 21,000 00

April 5, 186'7, bbnd'to Intenial Improvmnient Fund
under sa'me act,' 

. 45,000 00July 1, 1867, bond to s~hooI fund under act Decem-
ber 13, 1866, 29,747 63

Total bonded et,' 1866, $ *466,464 63
ITo ,showy,~ how accurate this statement was,,and how the- ac-

Counts wie kept, at" that time, it.is only necessary to state that
there w'c at 'the time of the report of the commissioners,.
*221,000 instead of *0100QO of the bonds of 1856 outstanding,
and there were in the school fuhdn, *111,005 instead of *104,500;
in the seminary fund, instead of *60,992, there were *64,292.45.
Au aggregate difference of *29,805 A slight matter among
:"honest'? men, who keep no accounts!

Again, it appears. from, the Comptroller's reports from 1867-'
down, that there are bonds of *45,000 in the Internal Improve-
ment Fund.' But upon exarinatiqn receptly it 'is found that
the Tnternai Improvement Fund holds no such bonds.

.I. looking carefully for an explanation we find that in 186&7
*25,000 in bonds were issued. to the Pensacola and ·Georgia
railroad, and *20,090 to the Florida,,Altantic and Gulf Central
railroad onaccount-of interest ontheir bonds.

And in this eonneption it' is proper to remark, that, of all the
receipts from sales of public l&nds, and from the railroad com-
panies on, account of sinking fund, (one per cent, on amount of
their bonds,) this $45,000 appears to be all there is reported to the
new government, and this had been approprated a year before I

In 1871, however, there came to t1?,Ti-easury, in an cnvelope
without note or comment, a bond for 21QQQ,90 (minus the cou-
pons,) which appeared to have been issued to E.7'N. Dickenison,
of New York, for money boi-rowed for the Legislature in 1866.



This bond was said to belong to the Internal Improvement

Fund,' and to have been returned by or froml'nMses Taylor, of

New York, on account of sinking fund.

And here, again, another explanation is necessary'to a proper

uindeistanding of the situation.

In Nbvember, 1866, immediately after the sale of tblo, lorida

Railroad, $97,890 arising from the sale was depositd' in New

York-to the, credit of Moses Taylor, who was made the confiden-

tial agent of the Board of Trustees internal Improvement Fund, 

totake up the first mortgage bonds of sad road. InDecember

4866, a bond was issued to E. N. Dickenson for *21,000 bor-

rowedato pay the Legislature. It appears that E. N. Dickenson

was the p'urchaser of the Florida road: The $97,800 purchase

money was sent to New- York and deposited 'without interest.

In a month after, $21,000 is borrowed of E. N. Dickenson at 7

per cent. interest, and after interest is paid for four years this

bond turns up as a part bf the money belonging to th6 fund.

By this brilliant financial transaction $6,856, annual interest, was

lost on the $97,800, and $1,470, annual interest, paid on $21,000

of it, maaking loss to the State of $8,326 per annum since 1866-7

or over $40,000 aggregate!

added to this, on the lst July, 18id, twentytwo days after the

n 1ew governmeitw;vas-inaugurated, andfive days after Goy.Walker

ha v~oluntarily surrendered hisauthority, a balance of $4,280 re-

maining 'in te sBnking fund of the Florida road was ordere4

tin6dover oto Moses Taylbr, and he was advised not to account

to~i6d A 6w b6Ard or government, as it would squander the funds!

A.ccrdingly, wheh, in November follpwing, the pretenboard

sent the T rea~iwr t New York to demand the funds then held

for two years, the agent refused to account for or deliver any

funds to, him, basing his refusal upon the confused sta'te of oliti-

cal afairs in the State/ And no account 'has ever been rendered,

and $282,000 of the bonds remain outstanding, upon which the

liprovement Fund-is charged $16,240 annual interest, amount-

*· min five years to $81,2001

of thepresent government, and daye da before the surrender by

Gpv; WCalker, the old board turned over to Col. Edward Hous-

t~oun the funds in hand realized from thb s'le of the Florida, At-
2
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lantic and Gulf Central Railroad, to purchase the outstanding
bonds of the company.

It is not to be presumed that the "honest" men who con-
trolled the old government had any-interest in the profits of
these little transactions; but I submit that they are not the -
proper palrties to assail the character of the present Administra-
tion, nor to charge it with fraud and corruption, as they have
been doing for thepast three years.

.1jl ~ It is undoubtedly true that Gov. Walker and liis board are
personally liable for the $4,230 retained after the'surrender of
the government, and that they are liable for the funds delivered
to Col. Houstoun on the 24th June, afteir the inauguration of the
present Constitutionand government.

The bonded debt of the'State, as now appears from the rec-
ords and all the data which is available, is as follows. I give
the date and amount of each bond or series, viz.:

Held by the School Fund-
50 Seven percent. bonds of $1,000 each,

dated Jan. 1,-185'7, payable in 18'77, $50,000 00
10 Eight per cent. bonds of $500 each,

dated July :1, 186], and payable, in
1881, . . . . . . 5,000 00

1 Six percent. bond, dated March,1856,
due 1866,. . . . . . 5,000 00

i Six per cent. bond, dated May 10,
1856, due 1866, . . . . 505 00.

I Six per cent. bond, dated June 10,
1856, due 1866, . 1,000 00

1 Eight per cent. bond, dated Jan. 1,
1863, due in 1883, . . . 99,500 00

1 Seven per cent. bond, dated Oct.,
1867, . . . . . . 29,747-63

-- -$190,752 63
Held by Seminary Fund-
1 Eight per cent. bond, dated Jan. 1,
1863, due 1883, . . . . $60,992 45

7 Seven per cent. bonds of $1,000 each,
dated Jan., 1857t,payable in 1877, 7,000 00'

2 Eight per cent. bonds of $500 eabh,
dated July 1, 1861, due 1881, . 1,000 co
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1T Six`pet· cent; bond, dated Jtue 1o'
1856, due 1866; . . - 2,800 00

*71,292 454Held byjnternal Improvement Fund--
1 Bond to E. N. Diekenson, dated Dec.

3, 1866, 21,000 00

'Total trust funds, . *283,045 08
Held by Indian Trust Funat Washington-

12 Seveh'per cent, bonds of $1,000 each,
dated Jan., 1857, due 1877, .382,000 00

AHeldby State Treasurer on account
Insurance Company-
30 Six per' cent. bonds, *1,000 each,

-dated Jan.,1869, due 1839, 80,000 00
j Outstanding in. unknown .hands-

-- Bonds issued to Edward Houstoun
in 1867, no record of date or denomi-
nation, $. . *20,000 00.32 Seven per &ent. bonds of $1,oo0 each,dated Jan', 185'7, due 187, .. 32,000 00

49 Six percent. bonds, dated Jan., 1869,
due 1889. 49,000 00

E Eight per dent; bonds, issued by
"order~ Cqn~gstitutional Conventioi,
''March- '1868, . . . .30,000 00'

'1',149' Seven percent; bonds of $100 each,
ilated Jan '1871, * . * . 161,909 00

- 4292,900 00

Total bondl .d ebt, Jan, 1872, *747,945 08'Add a'moupt of accrned interest as, stated
bcr Con4crolerj .157,606 09

Amount due on #21 hypotbecated bonds
in-New. York, . 120,000 00

* Win rants and Treasury Certificates, 286,098 .80

Total bonded ,andfioatidg debt, . *1,311,649 97

'Of the, bonded debt, all save the *79,000 of six per cent, bonds
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of July, 1868, and tbe 16.1,900 seven,per cent. bonds authorized:by last session, is chargeable to the old government, and $36,000of thp ,s!.per cent. bonds went to take up bonds of 1867 and ac-unMulated interest. So thatthe entire $7 47,3945.08-less$ 43,000*six per cents., and *16.1,900 seven per cents., was contracted be-fore the inauguration of the present Coolatituition and government.
Te the same accdunt must be placed the accumulated interest of*15~,606.09 gand interest paid during thb last three years on old
bonds, amounting to over 55,000. Leaving on account of thepiesent Administration the following aamounts:

43 Six per cent. bonds of $1,000 each,
dated July, 1868, o43,000 

001,619 Seven per cent, bonds of *0o each,
dated Jan;; 1871, 161,900 00Amount due on bonds hypotbecated, 120 000 00

Wairrants'and Treasury Certificates, . 286,098 80

Less interest paid on old debt, *610,998 80

*5.45,998 80To meet this we have the uppaid rev-
enue,,1869 and 1870, .$18,283 00

Revenue, 1871, . 422,389 45

*604,672 45
Leaving, when the uncollected taxes now

due are paid in, a b'alance in favor of
the new goVernment, over its expend-
itures, of, 5863 65

And what have we to show for our expenditure which the old
government had not ?-

Seven circuit and thirty-nine County Courts, opento all classes
~apl a prompt and effci~nt .administration of criminal law,which it hascost to organize and maintain, with the Penitentiary,

at least *15Q,000;
An cficient system of common schools, free to all, with 331

sciool-houses and an annual attendance of 14,000 children;
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An Em igration; Bureau, which, with the other advantages of
-governmeht, has brought' into the StatO within the past three
years over 40,000 inhabitants;

A well organized militia system which has cosi with 2,00

stands -of arms and accoutrements, at least $40,000.

...These and other necessities imposed by the change from an
arbitrary to a Republican govmrnment, and the enfranchisement
-of two-fifths of the population before held and governbdas chat-'
tels, have imposed extraordinary expenditures, which in no case
have been extravagant, but which would have been greatly'
lessened bat for the efforts of conspirators against the new go'j-

*eminent.
The organization of what were called "Democratic Clubs"-

-seciret societies, designed to seize the government by tiolence in
the event of the assurance of the election of Seymour 4nd Blair-

-which clubs became afterwards the Ku-klux of infamous notoriety
for blood and cruelty, compelled the purchase, in 1868, of 2,000
*stands of arms with equipments and ammunition, at a cost of
428,000 in bonds.

These extraordinary expenditures amount to more than
4$300,000, viz:
'The'opening and maintenafce of a State Penitentiary and ad-

midistration of criminal law, . . . $150,000
'Repairs of State Capitol, . .. .20,000

&oCCde and Digest of laws,'. .- . - 25,000

Extra Legislative expenses in attempts by corrupt
men to impeach Governor and judge, 30,000

Vayment of scrip issued by Cobstitutional Conven on,;D 25,000
Engraving AnAd printing bonds and scrip and purchase 0

of safe for Comptroller's office, 8,000
& Purchase of arms and ammunition, and organization

of militia, .. . . . 40,000

eOrganization and maintenance of Emigration Bureau, .10,000

38osooo

The Constitution, Article XI., Section 1, declares, "That the
Legislature shall provide a unlifortfl and equril rate of taxation,
and shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure ajust valuta-
tion of all property, both real and personal." Section 2, "The
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< | ,1lL~Legislature shall provide for raising revenue sufficient to defray -
I :j ii the expenses of the State for each fiscal year, and also a sufficient

sum to pay the principal and interest of the existing indebtedness-
l 

: !. *of the State."
By adroit, and sometimes not.altogether honorable manage-

i l ,~ment on the part of enemies. of Republican government, for sev--
. ,: eral sessions, the Legislature was prevented from enacting the
it u~necessary laws to enforce these requisitions of the fundamental 

.j\i .law.; and it was only at your last session that an approximation-
9**i. 'was made to that end in the passage of what was, called the

ij!Equalization Act, which provided for a valuation of all property
jil- - by sworn assessors upon a uniform standard, with power to the--
|lliei Iboards of county commissioners to revise and correct any ine-
i4.!| * quality or want of uniformity, and a State, board to equalize then

valuation among counties, so that no injustice should occur from.
hi t under or over valuation in any single county; and a tax sufficient 

.y~i '~to "defray the expenses of the State and pay the interest upon
,.. -. the public debt." -

|i i ~,i "~Under your oaths you could do no less; and yet, strange to say,
|g~ K~this act, so necessary to the highest interests and honor of the,
r~~~State, as well as obedient to .the mandate of the Constitution, has

Ill't' been made the occasion of more persistent denunciation and false

j| ,'( accusation of the Legislature and the government than any act
Bg . ~of the session.f |~~The provision for a uniform assessment by an assessor was-
i!5 ~~|llpractically nullified by the instructions of the Comptroller to the
.\ \'i assessor to take the sworn valuation of the owner.
12~li fThe act was incomplete in itself, and was accompanied by
b j*l : - another bill relating.to county taxes and the authority of boards-
i;.' .|of county commissioners, which, though passed by both Houses,
\t|:" ^failed to become a law, and thus failing, left a hiatus which has-

Najtltit been seized upon and made the basis of an attempt to defeat en-
'ibi; i tirely the collection of the revenue for the year. 
v': '* ' Thanks to a patriotic people who recognize the duty of obey-,
^tf,. ~ing the Constitution and meeting honest obligations, the plan
|",][fsof the conspirators has failed, save in one or two counties where

ijjl ~interested attorneys-have sought afee byinducing litigatin, and
T .- . ,only temporary embarrassment has ensued. .

M :'. ' ' * '' .!;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'4
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In consequence of the losses in crops and distress arising from
the unprecedented storms during the summer, it was deemed best
to extend the time for closing the books for a month, and this
has delayed returns; but in most of the counties the collections
have been as prompt as in any previous year.

The tax was unnecessarily heavy upon the laboring and agri-
cultural interests in consequence of the failure of the Legisla-
ture to impose taxes upon the corporations and capital doing

* business in the State, and in consequence of neglect of assessors
to do their duty in seeking-out and placing upon the roll prop-
erty of non-residents.
- But it has been generally responded to cheerfully, and with
proper legislation, at this session, no such burdens need again
be thrown upon the industry and property of the State. 

The objects and purposes of these opponents of just and equal
laws and a successful administration is candidly admitted by one
of the ablest and most candid of the legalrepresentatives of the.
opposition, in the leading Democratic paper at the seat of gov-
vernment. He says:

" No greater calamity could befall the State of Florida, while
under the rule of its present carpet-bag, scalawag officials, than to
be placed in' good financial! credit. * * * ' Our only
*hope is in .the State's utter financial bankruptcy; and Hieaven
grant that that may speedily come I On the other hand, estao-
lish for the. State financial credit on WTall Street, so that Florida
bonds can be sold by Reed & Co., as fast as issued, and you give
these foul harpies a life-tenure of these offices. * * *
The temporal salvation of .the tax payers is in having scrip
low, so th~at they can buy it to pay taxes with, and in having
the State's financial credit low so that Reed & Co. can't sell State
bonds so as to raise money with which to perpetuate their hold on
office."-FLORMIDLA, Aug. 1, 1871.

Being thus advised of the real purposes of those who are de-
nouncing ' the Administration-to bring ruin to the State that
they may increase the chances of recovering again the reins of
power-the representatives of the people should act in view of
the interests of the State regardless' of their clamors.
'The policy of the old government, of which the writer above
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quoted is a fit exponent, was to shut the State against progress,
IK» '.improvement, cultivation, population, intelligence; to keep the

masses ignorant and degraded, in order that the few might
revel in luxury and power.

The object and purpose of the new Constitution and govern-
U11 ~'~ mentis to open the State to population, to stimulate improve-

ment, to educate the people, and secure all classes equal bene-
fits and protection. The emblems of the old system were
the whipping post and pillory, bowie knife and pistol; those

~Ii c'"of the new, free schools, and courts open alike to all.
Your first duty will be to perfect the work of the last session,

and bring the entire revenue system to harmonize with the
Constitution, and thus lay the basis of State credit beyond the
reach ofspeculators and demagogues who have hitherto com-

4~j~t * bined by fraud, treachery, falsehood, and deception to defeat
the purposes of the people, with a view, as above declared, to
bankrupt the State and overthrow the Constitution.

laiq¶ * The State has ample resources, without adding to the bar-
Hdens of the people, to meet all her obligations, old and new,

In~Jfl'i-and to place her credit at par.
I ljij'iWhat are they and where ?

1st. A taxable property, when fairly and uniformly valued,
and all the property brought into requisition, of $50,000,000,
which, at one-half of one per cent., will yield a revenue of

-$250,000..
|~ifi' *32d. Licenses.-Increase the license for hotels and saloons
P'F V ~ dealing in liquors to one-half of the former law, and compel the

officers to a faithful discharge of their duties in collecting, and
-- !$3o,000o may be realized from licenses.

3d. Tax Railroads on gross receipts one-fourth of one per
cent., Express Companies one-half per cent., Telegraph Com-
-panies one per cent., Insurance Companies two per cent., and

124V~ $50o,000 per annum may be realized, and the burden of taxation
to that extent removed from, the industry and put upon the
capital.

4th. Organize the fisheries into districts and farm them out to
the highest bidder for five years, and from $50,000 to $150,000
per annum may be realized.
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There is due us from the United States Government for public
lands, . . . . . . . . $5000

Allowed by Treasury Department, . * * * 5,000
Seminole war claims, probably, . . . . 165,000

.$220,000

Enough to discharge the $132,000 and accumulated interest
due the Indian trust fuwd. f

In 1870, under act of the Legislature, $4,000,000 of bonds
were issued to the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad
Company in exchange for the same amount of bonds of the
corpany, bearing the same date and rate of interest.

I have no report of the company in relation to their condition
and purposes, but they have not complied with the law in the
extensiqn of their road to the Chattahoochee by 1st July, though
I am unofficially informed that its completion to that point is
now rapidly progressing, and will soon be consummated.

It appears that the bonds were entrusted by the company to
one of the firms of swindlers who abound in New York, which,
by fraud and villainy, have diverted much of the proceeds from
the7worlk for which they were issued, and there remains bat
F$1,260,000 for the purposes of extending the road beyond the
river.

The last millidn of the four were delivered, and are held in
trust to be disposed of when the'amount of $300,000 balance
due the Internal Improvement Fund 'is paid. This sumr is
still unpaid, and remains a lien upon'that portion of the road
between Lake City and Quincy.

The losses of the company in no way involve loss to the
State, as the securities held by the State can at any time. be
converted for sufficient to redeem the State bonds.

I am advised that the interest' on the bonds has been paid
by the company up to, and including January, 1872, but the

,oupons have not been delivered at the Treasury, and the cou-
pons upon the railroad bonds held by the State therefor remain
uncaneelled.

these bonds are included in the Comptroller's statement
of,,the State debt, without note or comment, and the inference
is left that no provisions are made for the interest or principal
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save from taxation. Now the State holds an equal amount of
-first mortgage bonds of $16,000 a mile on a completed *road
which has sufficient business to pay its running expenses, the
interest on the bonds, and enough to constitute a sinking fund
sufficient to discharge the bonds -when due. This being the
fact; it is unjust to the people'of the State to seek to convey
a different impression abroad, and it can only be excused on
the ground assumed by the writer above quoted from the '' Flor-
idian that their "only hope is in the utter financial bank-
ruptcy of the State."'

R..JAPITULAflOTh.

Liabilities-
Bonded debt, . . . . . . . $747,945 08
Floating debt, .5 . . . . . . 683,704 .89

Total, .. . . . . 1,311,640 97
Resources-

Revenue uncollected, . . .604,672 45
Amount due from United States,. .220,000 00

Fr . - -- .$824,672 45

Total debt, Jan., 1872, >. . . . 486,977 52

After disbharging all the liabilities of the Internal Improve-
.f - - ment Fund and meeting all the grants made to railroads7 rivers,

candals, &c., we shall have at least four million acres of lands re-
maining, as a final resource for any State liabilities.

COLLECTORS OF REiVENUE: AND TREASURERS.
The attention of the Legislature is particularly directed to the

* importance of more stringent laws to protect the counties and
State against embezzlement or losses from inadequate bonds of
treasurers and revenue officers.

* ' iAs the law .now stands, it is claimed that when the security
on a bond of one of these officers lapses by death or bankruptcy.
it does not authorize the demand for a new bond. If this be so,
the defect should be immediately remedied, and the officer re-
quired to file a new bond within thirty days after notice, or his

i L office declared vacant.
The provisions of the bill known as the "Funding Bill," of tihe



27·

last session, should be made to apply to all officers of the reve
nue, and a default to pay over.the public moneys should be de-
dared a felony. Bonds, however good, are not sufficient to pro-
tect the Treasury against loss from dishonesty and fraud.

With a statute rendering defaults a crime, and another com-
pelling the payment of all the revenues in lawful curiency, the
firauds 'upon the Treasury, and speculation in public funds by
revenue officers, will cease; as it now stands it is impossible to
prevent them.

In every case of default now existing, I have unifbrmly in-
structed suits to be commenced; bulthe law officers have either
been indulgent or found the law. inadequate

It has been. held that I could nbt remove an officer in the ab-
sence of the Legislature, either for- inadequacy of bond, firaud,
neglect, or any other cause, so that when cases have been re-
pofted to me which called for immediate action, I have been.
cbmpelled to forego a renmedy. I early called the attention of
the Legislature to this difficulty, but no action was taken and
much loss has occurred in conisequence.

RAILROoAD POLICY.

In 1855.the State entered upon a plan for the construction of
a system of railroads that was comprehensive and highly cred-
itable to the intelligence and sagacity of its projectors, but
which in its results has been ingeniously and almost impercep-
tibly expensive. 

Few of the people understand that, besides the United States
lands granted, these r oads have cost.the State over tiree mnzillions
of dolars, and have never paid one cent of taz either on their
lanus, their property, or their income; yet, so far as can be ascer-
tained, frorm the records and sources of information left by the
old government, suchll is the fact.

When this administration was inaugurated it found this state
of things, viz:

The Florida road, 154 miles, sold by the board of trustees, in
*1866, for $116,000, or .753 per mile, leaving $232,000 in ffortgage
bonds,,the interest of which was guaranteed by the State, with
a large amount of accumulated interest, fdor the payment of which'
suitsLhave been commenced;
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The Central road, (from Jacksonville to Lake City,) 60 miles,
Lj sold by the board in 1868 for $111,000, or nearly $1,850 per

lmile, leaving an indefinite amount of unpaid interest for the
L, State to meet;

I - - ~ ThePensacola and Georgia, and the Talla ssee roads, forfeited
and'liable to be sold by the board, with h1,424,300 bonds out-
standing, upon which interest was accumulating against the

I.'4 ' 'State of $99,700 per annum.
These roads were immediately sold by the present board, for

nearly the par value of the bonds, and suffidient to discharge
them and leave no incumbrance for the State, eicept for unpaid
interest.

Thus we find that the railroads cost the State through the In-
ternal Improveiment Fund, and the counties-

Lands conveyed forinterest; 1,000,000 acres, at $1.25, $1,250,Q000
Proceeds of lands sold since 1850 to 1868, - - '750,000
Accumulated interest and indebtedness now ex-

isting, probably, - - - - - - - 1,00oo,00
Amount of bonds given by counties, - 500,000

$3,500,000

'The Legislature of 1869 changed the plan for the completion
of the roads, and offered bonds to the amount of $16,000 per
mile in exchange for first ihortgage bonds of the roads.- While,
individually, I was opposed to further involving the State in
connection with the roads, yet the almost unanimous voice of

;1 ~ ~ the LegiElature favoring State aid, as in most of the other States,
'I sanctioned the plan; and there would exist no valid objection
had the issue been confined to the extension of the lines, instead
of being issued on the road already built.

Under the new policy the State holds the roadq as security
for the payment 6f interest and prinucipal, and will derive from
820,000 to $30,000 annual revenue from taxation of the lands
and property and income of the road.

-T I~Under the old it had to pay firom *100,000C to $150,000 annual
interest, after donating all the State lands within six miles on
each side of the -road, and both lands and road were exempt from
taxation.
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The. advantage to the State. in a financial point of view,
therefore, is fro' *159,000 to $175,000 per annum, or sufficient
to-payan annual int~est on a public debt of $2,500,000.

INSURAINE COMPANIES.

The x i rience of the past year, in the total failure of uumuprr
oun -Northn insurance companiep, has defronstrated, if demon-
stration was necessary, the wisdom of the law of, the last sespion
requiring companies organized in other States and doing bug·
neispin this State to deposit. bonds of this State with the Treas-
ure,.,asa guarantee of good faith and protection- of our citizens
agriiislt loss in the event of bankruptcy. It is impossible for our
people to determine the soundness of these corporations, or to
protect themselves against imposition ard fraud without requir-
ing,,some evidence offinancial ability and some security within

These insurance companies draw from our State an annual ag-
gregate of over *100,000 in premiums, and yet they neither di-
iectly ,o indirectly contribute to the support of the government.
You ha~ve imposed no, tax, andwhen you ask them to invest of
theireap~tj -*80,000 in State bonds, to be held as a slight guar-
antee'daainit fraud and bankruptcy, they refuse, and immediately
coqnbinie to, :vTde~ zh law by employing brokers to secure -poli-
cies-inetead of agents 4ojissue them. Seieral of them palpably
:Vioiate the law through travelling agents with policies purport-
ingltctbe issued fhorn Savannah prsome contiguous territory.,

But, foi -efforts, of citizenswho have conibined to kIeepdown
tihe credit of the State for- poitical .and speculative purposes-

'6litical and financial-brokers-,at leastten comwpnis out of some
shir~y who have beuelsing-liasiness in the State, woul4 have
prom ptiycompied wi.ththe law, andmade a market for *300,0 0
ofourbdbdsndwupdbr-hvpothecation for $120,000. By discred-
itiPg th46 bonds as fraudlintly issued, and promising to secure
antinmediatd repeal of the liw, the oppdnents of the government

-bhave-induced 'the companies, with a single exception, to adopt
the disereditable plan of -evasion or violation of the law until

,theirr -geai'ts-cn 'secure the promised repeal.

Oine c~efnfi hy alone has finally depositeduonds as.required by
law; and thus-Iommended itself to the confidence and patronage
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| - ~of the eople\QThe Piedrnont and Arlington Life Insurance 
Company, of Richmond, Va.; a company that in the three years
of its existence has issued a larger amount in policies and at a
smaller- percentage of ,expense than any other of the old com-
panies of the North. -

The public assertion so jauntily made, that the revenue policy *'
of the State, carefully framed for the security and protection of
our own citizens, can, at the demand of foreign insurance corn-
panics, and by collusion with interested parties here, be varied
at pleasure, conveys an imputation upon the motives and pru-

;I ~ deuce of the Legislature, which, I trust, will be met as its inso-
lence deserves.

And there is no hardship imposed by the 'law. Insurance
companies are everywhere and always required and expected to
invest their funds in reliable securities, and if the privilege of
dping business within the .State .is worth anything, then why.
should they not contribute to the resources of the State where
protection is sought ? If the business is worth nothing, then our
'restriction is harmless. -' ' .

Again, citizens of our own State are as competent to manage
successfully the insurance of our-property as are citizens of other
States; and since our own ,citizens are compelled, in whatever

FV,' ' business they may engage,, to aid in the support.of the institu-.
tions that protect-them and their business, it should be.no ob-
jection to the insurance law in question that it gives no prefer-
enee to the non-resident, non-tax-paying citizens of other States
over our own tax-paying fellow-citizens.

In this way alone can be effected that just and proper mutu-
ality and reciprocity that should always subsist between the pro-

-? * tecting power and those who are protected. 
I trust the wise provisions of the insurance law will remain

unimpaired, as an evidence of the self-protectinig power and sta-
\W~ ~ bility of our State legislation. -

!' r : ' ' EDUCATION.

I invite your attention to the report of the Superintendent of
;b~ ~ Public Instruction, which exhibits a most gratifying progress
I -- : in the public favor of popular education. All classes of our citi-
t+ D~zens, regardless of political or social prejudices and preconceived
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theories, appear to have united in the purpose of securing to all
the benefit, of free schools, and cheerfully respond to the taxa-
tion necessaryv.

It is the experience of all communities that pauperism and
crime are lessened 'in proportion as education and cultivation
are encourag6ed and sustained.

Free schools and the education of the masses at the expense
of the property of the State is now generally accepted as pro-
imotive of thep highest interests of the property holders them-
selves. Thelrefore no enlightened community will deny the most
ample provision for schools.

So valuAble an ally of peace and good government have free
sehools become, and so important the education of the lowerclasses to the interests of the commUnity, that it is contemplated
in ~maly of the States to adopt a system of compulsory education,
so that the ignorant poor may be compelled to accept its bene-
fits and thus relieve society of vice and crime.

I cannoupt too strongly commend this interestto your fostering
care, nor too persistently urge the suggestions of our faithful Su-
perintendent.

Pirn athe year 187 the gross attendancehipon the schools was
onl,500 ,but in 1871 ithas been 14,000, giving an increased

attendan'ee of 6,500, Qr near 100 per cent. The number of schools
in 1870 was reported at- 250, but in 187.1 they, had increased to
33,1,,glirng an indlease' invthe number of schools of more than30 'per cent,,,-anid1 t9 oo, mi-an' 4year of extraordinary adversity
to our agricaltural interests.t

V - ~ s r eri. Pr- mn r- t this oi near'thip rate of improvement prevail, and Florida
wiirsoon assume the, station in educational progress desired by
her ntuest friends
'EAud whe~nj in addition to this we consider that the system offrei schools for all is an entire novelty in all the Southern States,

in' vi'ewof thlh general approval given by all classes and all par-
ties to, theA ,opei;ationb of the system here, we may justly be en-
couraged It is a matter of pride that while in all bor pearly all
te other Southern States, the system has been resisted in the
detructonio6f&school-houses and indignityand violence to teach-
'ers, mt an intape 'of the kind has yet occurred in Florida.

Ii this connection it is proper to invite special attention to the
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economy of a system of general education through the instru-
1i0 mentality of schools, and seminaries, and universities, sustained

^ ~ " 'at the common expense. The economy is two-fold: In the first
place a given'number of scholars may be educated to the same

\ ~- ' extent in public schools, at less than one-half the expense at-
tending their instruction in private schools; and in the second
place, with the same expenditure, abetter grade of instruction is

A!~ ~ given in public than in private schools.
[1 ' ~As in reference to other matters, so in education: what is

known tobe true elsewhere may confidently, nay, certainly be
anticipated here. In all the Northern and Western States, where
the instruction of the young has long-been considered the most
important duty of the State, and to be rendered attainable by

all, through the support of schools at the common expense, it is
easily susceptible of proof that in any State or community the
education of all the children in the public schools costs less than

itM one-half the expense of giving the same amount of education in
em~ ~ the most economical private schools. 
|| 1 '. Again where the education of all is, by the prevalence of

lH~ ' . the free school system, made the duty, as well as the privilege
.*I' t of all, the personal interest of each being identical with that of
L l.B ~ the whole, a more rigid supervisifn of the schools is exercised,
3*ij, . a better standard of qualification on the part of teachers is de-
Fitj - manded and insisted upon, and, in fact, attained. 
I.^ .r ~ When Edward'Everett was asked by an astonished friend
t}~ ~ how he, as United States Senator, could send his son to the

public free schools of Boston, Mr. Everett replied: "Because
the free schools are the best schools in Boston." And any-

i'l'~ ~ where throughout the United States, wherever free. 'schools
.\~ ~ have prevailed for a series of years, the public graded free

1| - schools are, in every respect, the best schools known. So-, in
l time, it will be here.

And the economical and every way beneficial effects of a free
syrstem of education are not confined, to schools of a lowef or
intermediate grade, but attach likewise to the higher seminaries
and colleges to an equal extent. And, in accordance with this

well.known principle, the Constitution of our State prescribes
a "liberal maintenance " for " a University " as well as for a '

" uniform system of common schools" in which "instruction
shall be free."
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Accordingly I feel it a duty is well as £'pleasure once more to
call your'attentiou to the wisdom and necessity of a generous
and libeijl projaoisn for 1t4 support of a University fot the
hi gher in truction of all who may desire it. As the value of
the individual is measured by what he can accomplish; and as
his knowledge and skill alone can aceuyately indicate his capa-

jty', in of a whole people: in proportion as the standard of
.~u'idvation is raied and the scope of attainment is enlarged, so
is the general capacity to produce valuable results, increased.
Au elementary education is valuable, but a higher grade of cul-
tivation'is proportionately necessary to the full and complete
4eielopment of a Republican citizenship.

"IThe useless multiplication of colleges and universities 'has
teen7 the educational bane of many of our sister States1 and
sesyeral have retrieved their error only by consolidation, thus

Fdimnishing the number and increasing the force of their higher
institutions.

Th opportunjity'to profit by the experience of other States is
still open to us, au I earn6dly commend to your consideration
1M poliy'of combining the Agricultural College Fund, withl

such other means as can'be afforded, and devoting the'whdle9 to
the orgatmization and S-pport of a single strong State Agricultural
C~oll~egewhere thorough instruction shall be given not only

'in classical mathematical, and philosophical branches usually
taught in`oll~eges, but also in mechanics, modern languages,
the physical ictenoes, and ~ractical gagcl 'ture. Thea' we may
have"w- aState University" worthy thename.

I.am R~iATION.

I : ~~ again coimmi d to .your attention the subject of i amigration,
as6 one of the highest importance to the -present and future pros.pect -f the State. With an 'area that places heriamong the largest
i theUnioiis n;o 'and known and partially settled many years prior
to t1 4first-ocdfipation of theWestern and Northwestern States
'thaathaesipi·~, dlY'de-Vefoped into their present marvellous pro-
porQtions, F½id4 huas,!until very recently, lagged behind the
hie'dfosit'6f ih e*, and even most of 'the ldi State, in that.matenai pm iogre's'which' has always resulted from a strong and
steady infloW of population and capital.
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Knowing, as our people do, the powerful inducements to occu-
pation which are tfurnished by our genial climate, cheap lands,
cease of tillage, and great variety of certain and lucrative crops,

<we cannot cease to wonder that these'manifold attractions. seem
so long to have been displayed in vain.

But, as is easily ascertained from the census, the rapid increase
of our recent rate of progress, which has more than quadrupled
since the organization of the present government, seems coniln-
sively to indicate the wisdom and economy of the organization
of the Bureau of Immigration.

The total population of the.State in 1860 was 140,123, and by
an enumeration made in 1867 it had increased, in seven years, to
153,659, which gives for these seven years an increase of ] 3,536,
ora little less than 2,000 as the annual increase. But, in the three
years since the organization of the Bureau, the gross increase 
has been near 40,000, thus quadrupling the former rate of in--
crease. 

This desirable result has been mainly caused by the number
and value of the many pamphlets issued in the interest of immi-
gration, and the vast and widely-distributed correspondence of
the Commissioner. .

The demand for information is constant and increasing,- and
the last pamphlet, now just published, will be furnished to the
Legislature, and will show the success with which.this demand 
is met. It is a useful book, and will prove of more value to the
State than several times the cost of the entire Bureau from its
organization.

Arecent modification of the Constitution has consolidated the
two offices of Surveyor-General and Commissioner of Immigra-
tion, thus throwing the duties of two former departments upon
one officer, styled Commissioner of Lands and Immigration; and
although in the first six months of this new phase, perfect method
and system could hardly be anticipated, still I am confident the
change will vindicate itself as wise and economical. 

I invite your attention to the annual report of the Commis-
sioner of Lands and Immigration, and particularly to the facts
and arguments adduced in illustration and vindication of the
policy of tbhe present board of trustees of the Internal Improve
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ment Fund. It will be found to be a document well worthy of 

attention. 
FISHEIIRIES. 

.

In a former Message I called the attention of the Legislatnre to

the subject of the fisheries of this State; and I now again repeat

the suggestion. It has been remarked by some enthusiastic pis-

catorian that the waters of Florida even contained more wealth

than the land. It is certain that no State in the .Union has such

resources in this direction, and yet they afford no revenue to the

State.

Eleven hundred miles of sea-coast, prolific of oysters, fish, and -

turtle almost beyond parallel, with bays and inlets, and inland 

navigable waters of an equal extent, offer the richest induce-

ments to enterprise and capital, if properly protectedby law.

Let these mines of wealth be divided into convenient districts,

and let to individuals or companies for stated periods, and with ;

protection sufficient to induce the systematic working of them,

and a revenue may be derived sufficientin a few years to paythe

entire expenses of the State government. 

With the facilities of transportation now enjoyed, St. Andrews

Bay, Apalaehicola, Cedar Keys, and Tampa Bay oysters may 

soon be. as celebrated in themarkets.of Savannah, Charleston,St.

Louis, and the cities of the interior, as the ".Saddle Rocks" are

in New York; and instead of importing canned oysters and sar-

dines, and salt fish from the North, we may export hundreds of

thousands of dollars' worth annually, and successfully compete in 

the markets of the North with the products of any other portion

ofthe world.

While such resources are suffered to lie dormant, the industrial

interests of the State must continue unjustly to bear the burdens

of government as heretofore. The sooner the representatives of 

the people bring these latent resources into requisition, the sooner

will the peoplebe relieved of taxation, and the State made proS- 

perous and rich. 
HOMESTEADS. 

Art. IX., Sec. 1 provides that a " homestead to the extent of 

one hundred and sixty acres of land, or the half of one acre

within the limit o any incorporated city or town, owned by
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the head of a family residing in this State, together with one-
thousand dollars' worth of personal property and the improve-
ments on the real estate, shall be exempted fromw forced sale tun-
der any process of law."

Notwithstanding this plain provision of the Constitution, offi-
cers of the law in numberless instances have levied upon the
household goods and possessions of poor families, and compelled
them to allow them to be sacrificed, or incur more expense for at--
torneys, and in defending their rights, than their whole property
was worth; and in one instance of a poor colored man, after
spending all his property was worth in defending his case in
court, the officer compelled him to pay his cost of levy before.
he would cease his demand upon the property.

I recommend that a law be passed making it a misdemeanor-
for an officer to-seize and hold property thus exempted. 

I also recommend that homesteads be granted to actual set-
tiers upon the State lands upon the same terms as now allowed
.by the United States government. 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS.

The law of 1868 provides that the Governor shall order special
elections to fill vacancies in'the following cases:

1st. When there has been no choice at the general election.-
2d. When the right of the person elected to hold the office-

has ceased before the expiration of his term.
3d. Where a vacancy shall occur more than three months be-

fore the next general election "by death, resignation, removal
or otherwise."

The election for Senator in the district composed of Taylor
and Lafayette having been declared invalid by the Senate and
a new election ordered, I proclaimed'an election for that district-
in March last, and AIr. Sutton was declared elected; but the sys-
tern of violence and intimidation which has resulted in the as-
sassination of the County Judge of Lafayette county, and Capt.
Whitfield and several other friends of the government in Tay-:
lor county, precludes the idea of an unbiased and free choice
without the presence of a strong police force, which I could not
find means to organize. --

Elections were ordered also to fill vacancies by death, resigna-



37

tion, and removal of members of Assembly in the counties of
Jackson, Calhoun, Columbia, Marion, and Sumter, to be held
on the 19th of December, and returns have been received from
all but Calhoun. . -

In the case of Marion county, the people and authorities-of
the county.represented that a memiber elected at the regular
election had removed from the county immediately after his

-election and taken up his residence in another portion of the
State, and, an election was demanded, which I aceordingly oir-
dered. - I suppose it will not be denied that 'vhen a person vol-
untarily leaves his abode and takes up his residence in another
district he yacates his aoffice, at least after .having acquired a
residence in the new district. There being no persounal or po-
litical issue involved, I hope a precedent may be established
upon proper principles. When one is compelled to abandon his
residence on account of violence and threatened injury, and seek
'a temporary asylum outside his district, of course the ease is
different.

-1 LEGISLATIVE RECORDS.

I again invite you to provide a more stringent means of pro-
teeting the lenislative records and papers from mutilation,
fraudulent-.endorsement, or surreptitious removal or destruc"
tion.. It should be made a felony for anl officer or member of
the-. Legislature, or any officer, of the government -to change,
cuppress, mutilate, purloin, or in any.manner contribute to de-
fraud the; will of the majority. - Clerks. have been known td
alter bills in engrossing and enrolling; journals have failed to
give a correct record of proceedings; members have removed
and suppressed bills 'diuring or on their passage, and after pas-
sage,.before they could be signed by the presiding officers.
Bills.. after .passage and enrollment have been. found deposited,
months;after adjournment, in the private desk of the secretary
of one of the bodies.

-OADS.

The road law now existing is found imupracticable and almost
inopelative. It should be -revised and rebdered practical, so
t"at t;he 'county commissioners may have means to keep the-
roads and bridges in repair.
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- . .-LAW OF LIBEL. - -

Laws have been enacted to prohibit the carrying of concealed
weapons, but they are inoperative while men are permitted to
assail private character and publish libels of the grossest kind
with no effective legal remedy or protection for the assailed.
When a man finds no adequate redress in the law for wrongs,
he is apt to resort to force and seek summary justice outside
aid in violation of law. 

In no State of the Union has such license been taken with
private character, and such base and malicious assaults been
indulged in by prominent men and by the press as have charac-
terized this State since the inauguration of Republicani govern-
ment.

GrARD JURORS..

Either the grand jury system should be altogether abolished
and criminalsArraigned directly before the magistrate or court,
or proper safeguards should be, placed around it so as to prevent
its subversion to individual ends or malicious purposes, afidl thus
-made an engine of oppression rather than a bulwark of protec-
tion.

In the United States District Court, the discretion given to
the District Attorney to apply or dispense with the " test oath"
has placed it within the power of that individual, with the assist-
ance of the United States Marshal, to mould the grand jurors at
his will, and this power has been used to wrong and oppress
citizens of the State, innocent of crime, and cause enormous un-
necessary cost to the federal government.-

In one of the circuits of this State, (the 2d,) also, I am ad-
vised, that, by overriding the law and imposing new tests not
nominated therein, the judge and attorney have taken control of
the selection of the grand jury, and in the samnie manner made it
subject to their own will. -

The propriety or impropriety of the test does not affect the
case. It is the power to impose or dispense with it at will by
the attorney or the judge, after the venire has been made up, that
destroys the dignity, independence, and impartial character of
tb* thejurly, and renders it a vehicle for personal malice and injustice.

I do not know that further legislation is necessary or can be

0 
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made adequate to remove the difficulty; but if it cannot be cor-
rected, the Constitution should be amentded and the grand jury
abolishd- altoretber.

TUE BOARD OF 1PARDONS,

Consisting of the Governor, Attorney-Geineral, 4nd judges of the
Su iire'e Court., or a -majority of them, of which the Governor
was one, have, granted, during the present year, six pardons of
~onvicts in the jpenitentiary, and one for murder.

Tiws last was the case of Parker Duarden, convicted at Pensa-
cola. -The evidence in the case, as taken from the records and
laidbefore the board, showed c clear case of justifiable homicide,
anWi th cboard unanimously granted a pardon.

-One -death wnarrant, two reprieves for sixty days, and three
suspensions of fines have been graiitec by the Governor.

A list of these cases is nppended,-rarked A.

SECRETARY OF STATE.

The records of the Secretary of State's office show that a-largo7g l of u work has' been done. 332 commissions have been
ssuied -thetfpast year, and 4,863 letters have been written; 94

-rqaignations reccived and filed,; 51 removals made, and 30 other
Stoate papiers issnedu,besides executing idrecording the $350,000
bonds'ordcred at last session, and distributing the laws, &c. A
tabuIaritatemrntSifrom this office is appended, marked B.

> U I5·TRTBUTIPN OF LAWS AND RErORTS.

<Uhe present'system of distribution of the laws and reports of the
Supreme Cosrt is wastefil andextravagant. I recommend the
adoption df aiawauthorizidg the sale at cost of the copies of the
Iuaws, thig est; Code, and Supreme Court Reports; and when
&ich volumes are requiired by justices of the peace and other

-~ixboditnate oficers, let them pay for them when received, and if
Abehey choose to return them at the, expiration of their terms let
thcfi iecdve the same pay back. This would, save annually to
ttptreasugy several'thousand dollars now wasted.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS.

* P m reminded by the report of the Attorney-Genqral that

S - --
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there is no law for the election of Presidential Electors, and as
the election takes place during the present year, the deficiency
hoould be supplied by a law authlorizijig such election at the time

of the general election in November.

STATE PEUflTENTIARY.

No institution has been more salutaly in its benefits to so-
ciety than the State Penitentiary. It wvas opened uncler great
embarrassments, when crime vwas molre prevalent from the results
of the war than ever before. The State had no buildings nor
monoiey to erect them? still the courts convicted andcl sent up
scores of crinlinals. By favolr of the War Department 'I ob-
tained the use of the abandoned alsenal and property at Chat-
tahoohcle, which, since, has been grantedl to the State by Con-

This property is worth at least $50,000, and saves expenditure
when the State is least able to beair it.

I invite attention to the report'of the Adjutant-General on
this subject, when it shall be laid before you. The condition of
tha finances will not admnitof an expenditulre for cells and other i
necessary appendaes of a State prison at present, but as soon 
as possible' they should be provided for.

The cost of maintaiing the prison has been nearly quadru-
pled h 'the paynlents in scrip insteadcl of cash. An adoption of
ihe cash system vill rednee the expenses $19,000 per annum.

I recommenlld that the Adjutant-Genelral be constituted
warlden of' the State prison, without additional pay, and thus
dispense with the salary of walrdell, nwhich will save over $2j000
per annum.

- ' ~ SOUTII FLORIDA R.ALWAY.

In November last the Flo!id Raillroad Comnpany disposecd of 
its franchllise to extend its roadcl to Ia';lpa and Charlotte IHarbor 
to a new comnpany, vwho have ulldertaken to constlruct the road
to, Ocula mmmcdiatlcl ,andic from thence to flalnpa early thereafter,
I ha:ve received advices from the State Elngineer in Boston that
1,000 tons of iion aire now\ being shlipped, and will be in Fernan-
dina, with spikes, chairs, &e., sut-licient for ten miles of the road,
duriing the p esent mnontlh. 

Thle company has advised me of their pulpose to avail-them-
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selves of the benefit of the law granting State aid as fast as they
proceed with the completion of the road, and we may reasonably
hope that witbin the year this impolrtant thoroughfare will be
-opened to Tampa flay.

The report of the Attorney-Genelral, herewvith submitted, con-
tains some valuable suggestions connected with the laws, to
which I invite your attention.

The reportof the Adjutant-General has beendelayed by the
non-receipt of the report of the warden of the penitentiary, and
by his absence in attendance upon the United States Court at
Jacksonville, 'but will be handed in, in a few days. It will be
found that the militia has been effectively organized in nearly
all the counties, and that the interests committed to his charge
are all faithfully administered. 

The reports of the Treasurer and Comptroller are herewith
submitted. The latterexhibits an anomalous character-a State
officer whose sworn duty is to foster and sustain the financial
credit and honor of the State, openly arrayed against those in-
terests, and concealing the resources and advantages, while at-
tempting fo magnify the indebtedness of the State. The car
of prosperity and progiess may for a time be hindered:anid de-
layed by such efforts, but the vitality and energy of Republican
institutions will ultimately crowd it forward with crushing force
and ever acclerating speed over all such obstacles. In!a few
years suel persons -vill be as little at home amid the swelling
tide of plosperos development in Florida as was Rip Vanj Win-
kle, after his' nap, in rcturningL to "the Village of Fhlling
Watelrs."

In conclusion, gentlemen of the Legislature, allow me to ex-
press the hope tlhat all your deliberlations may be hlarmonious and
characteri'zed by that lofty patriotism whlich should govern the
repleselltati ves of a great State; that your session will be short,
economical, anii d effee.tive in serving the best interests ofthe State;
that all special legislatioll will be avoiled, and such 'general
laws only will be enacted as the experience of the past has
shown to be necessary to the interests of the people; and in all
such, I pledge you.the hearty co-operation of the Executive:; and
I invoke on your councils the blessing of the Most High God,
to Vthom all must finally account for their stewalrdship. 

-:· ::~ .·~ 1HARRISON REED.
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PARDONS FOR .1871.

3i AIE CRIME. WHERE CONVICTED. WHEN CONVICTED. SENTENCE. WHEN PAR-.ERS
NAME. i - D~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~OXED. TRS

IJGeorge Mocrris.. Fornication .......... Gadsden county... Sp. Term C. C., 18619 State Penitentiary. .ithnnai 017 Fl adn2JcRObinon Malicious mischief ...... Jefferson county.W. all T'm C.17 tt eietay Marc 20. 181.. Full pardon.......SMack Tnomas. Lascivious cohabitation . J.. efferson county..., Fall T'm 0.0. 1870 S~tatie Penittetiary.Mae i.13.... ull prdon4RcadBroxey Manslauighter ......... Jefferson county... Ye'll T'm 0.0 .169 u Prltnlay.My 5 Dn. ul ardn5 Jas. A. Hlaney Adultery ........... Orange county. ... Fell I'm 0. C.l869 SwtePent.'y2)ears Junn2. .157]...Full pairdon .......6 John C. Rous-e. Asssul1twith intentto murdertLayayette6 county.. Sp. Term0:(.0. eU itate Pent'y2yeara Octo~ber 2.18-1 P~arm'tofflne and crsts7 Porker Durden. iinirder ..... E... .scAtubij rountv... Fail T'it V (I.4 13I If),ath ..... Nov'r 18. 1871. Full par'don.......

DEATH WARRANTS FOR, 1871.
X 0. AME. RIME UO WHM WtECM HE't Co -CTE SENTENCE. WAIIRANT IS- ¶WflN EXE-

Ito. NAME. CHIME. ~~~~COMMITTED. VICTED. * ~SUED. CUTED.
1IWilliam 0. Scott... Murder ... Rosana Carlin and Duval county.. Sp. Term C. C., 1871 To bte cxecuted Oct. 27,1871 Oct. 28, 1871 Ocet. 27, 1871.two children.

REPERTEVES FOR 1871.
NO. * * NAME, CRIME. WHERE COSWICTED. WHEN CONVICTED. WHEENREREV TO WHAT TIXE.

1Jacob N. D rggers . Co..... w stea,!Ing.... Manatee county.......Fall Tcrm C. Court.11.. Novpember 10, 1871. January it, 1IS2.2.Richardl 4 ro ....... alan lmprlaonrn't JTfeao r1P5FelcnC or Hl..Prmme HS]. eray .lIi

SUSPENSION OF FINES FOR 81871.
Ito. NAME. CRUIE. WHERjE CONVICTED. WHEN CONVICTED. DATE Or SUSPEjqSlOl TIME.

1IAwitin Dlllon . Assaunlt wlthlntcntto ldll.......Leon rotunty Fl erm' C.0-., 1870. Jianuar 517 Until further orders
2 le~~~sel Stephen .. Larceny.~~~~~Jefferson c 1u-t..4prg TemC.C, n1. erur ii 87.ul fur'hcr orders

elingoun Young....Malicious m~ischicLf....... l..a1waunee1 County.. Ianer 0. 0., $187.. Uctqber27, 167i... Ustil furL~ler orlers
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(Arrnwrsx B3.)

TAnur.An STATEMENT exh~ibiting the numnber of commnissions and
other officiol papers issued sbice the 1st duy of January, 1871.

Cabinet . . . 8~~~~~: Numiiler if hii H~botdi (Extra
................y. I sessioti 18l69,) tisnud to officer. its

Judges Circuit Coon ........ 1 tiit Slatu............715
Str~Attorneys...... . . Numiber ili leawt B orida. ltR~ulair

Comninissiouerr of Deedts .. ... 24 stsstoii I18O ) isbtiltoe iulersp ~ ~~~St it u N4 ti vies Public........ 2 iii Lii' tat Lu............
Jadgt%, County Courts....... 17 Notitter of l iws FHonda. (Extra
Clerk oftircit Courts ..... 20) sesion 1870,) issued to officers
Sheriffs...20 !ii te Suite ........... 1,087
Assessors o....xe 24 Nurulaur ot laws Florida, (Regular
Collector1s oif Revenue.......32 session 1871,) issued io officers
Conuty Treas~urers.........17 its the Stale...........723
Sujieriatitedents Of Common .0 Nu it tier ofhlaws Florids, issued to

Schools ............. 20 theditlrem(~it Stalest and 'eriIto,-
County Surveyors......... 6 ries bunod vailunes of 1869, '70,
A uctioneers..........18 '71 ................ O
Nloatrivs Pubi;6......... 24 Codes of Proceduitre issued ..... 60
Counity Catuntssiooers ...... 114 Nuiniber of copies of Thoompsoti's
Justices ol the Ye~v a.......69 Digest issued to officers in tMe
Commitissiotners of Piloisge . 1... 0 Slate.1..

* ~~~Inspec ots tf LUmnber ....... 7 N ciuiher of copies ii Codes (atPmo-
Constables............. 5 cedure issued to officers !in tse
Coiuiiitssiatts, Extria........2 Static............... 729

Resigaation ......... 04 Number oif books received fromt
Rlemoval-.; . S otlier States as exebtitiges, fa-r.

Pr, clii tutu louts .8 ILSVueof the StateLitiratry ..... 273
Requisitio.........2 Nuttitber of liwsotFlorids IS(a8,ton

Ordeirs Iv~ larrest on Requislitiuis. 7 bend...............13v ~~~~Pardoins .............. '7 Nutmber of laws of Florida, 1MD,
Death Warrants ......... -1 ot htind.............7.
Reprieve-s.2 Number of laws oif Flotridat, (extra,
Suspensiono Fle........ 8 session 1869,) ott Iitaud......493
Letters- written fronit January, 1st Numbetr qiflaws of Florida 1870 on

1870, to January, 1st 1872 .... 4,863 hitind.............. . 108
Number of laws Ftorida,_(resahin Numlnterof laws, if Floridta, (extra

1868) Issued to officers tiaronmebt- Psesson 1870,) on hand......112
out thue State...........119 Number of laws of Florida, 1871,

Nunibur of lawts Florida, (Reculair tin band ............ 477
session 1869,) issued to officers Thompsout'sDigest.1.. .... 
throughout the State...... 611

On motion of Mr. Billings, the joint session adjourned.
The Senate returned to its Chamber, and, on 'motion, took

a recess till 4 o'clock p. m.

FOUR O'CLOOK, P. M.

The Senate resumed its session.
The President in the chair.
The roll wvas called, and the following- Senators answered to,

their names:.
Msr.Adams, Billings, Crawford, Dentnis, Eagan, Ginn,

Bill, Hlhlly6r, Jetnkins, Johnson, Locke, McKinnon, Mene-hamn,
Moragne, McOatikill, Ptrirnan, Suaton. anld WVctworth-i7.
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The President appointed-Wallace S. Weeks, page.
Mr. Meacham moved t!;at the Secretary he authorized to have

the enrolling of the Senate done; -
Which was agreed to.
On motion, K. S. Waldron, recording clerk elect, came forward

and was sworn.
Alse, Win. T. Webster, engri1ossing cierk, was sworn.
Mr. Wentworth offered the following resolution:
1ResolbecA That two hundred copies of-thle Governor's Message,

with accompanying docviments-, be printed for the use of Seni-
ators.

On motioni, the resolutioA -was adopted.
Mr. Dennis offered the-following: 
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-armis be authorized to provide

wohd and light for the use of the Seniate during tile present ses-
sion.

On motion, the resolution was adopted.
Mr. Dennis offered the followina:
Resolved, That reporters for the Press be invited to seats

within the -bar of the Senate, and that the Sergeant-at-arms be
instructed to furnish each with all necessnryaccommodations.

On motion, the resolution was adopted.
On -motion, the Senate adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

FRIDAY, January .5.

The Senate met parsuant to adljournment.
The President in the chair.
Prayer hy the Chaplain.
The roll was called, and the followingf Senators answered to

their names: -i

Messrs. Billing=s, Crawforld, Dennis,.Eagan, Ginn, Henderson,
Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson, Locke, McKinnon, Meacham, Mo.
ragne, McCaskill, Pearce, Parman, Sutton, Weeks, and Went.
Wo0ih1-19.

On motion, the reading of thle Journal was dispensed with,
the Journal corrected an cd a jppoved.

A messae was received from ilie Governor.
*r. Billings offered the followhin resolution:
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the

President- to inquire into and report concerninig the validfityof
the sale of the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad in 1869, the con-


