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The quebtlon on the adoption of ‘the resolution was put and
the resolution adopted.
On motion of Mr. Wentworth, the Senate took a recess till
.4 .0’clock p. m.

’

FOUR O'CLOCK P. M.

The Senate resumed its session.

The President in the chair.

The roll was called and the-following Senators answered to
their names :

Messrs. Billings, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, Henderson, Hill,
Hillyer, Jenkins, Johuson LocLe M(,Kmnon Meacham, McCas.
kill, Pea.rce, Pmman \Vem;worth and Sutton—17.

On motion, Mr. Mch the Secletfuy elect, was sworn in by
the President.

On motion of Mr.. Wentworth the Senate adjourned till 10
o’clock to-mouow

THURSDAY, January 4.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to
their names:

Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, Henderson,
Hill, Hillyer, Jenkins, Johunson, Locke demnon Meaoha.m,
Moracrne, Pmman Sutton and Wentwor th—17..

On motion, the 1eadmcr of the Journal was dispensed with, and
the Journal corrected and approved.

Mr. Wentworth moved that fifty copies of Order of Business,
and fifty copies of the Rules of the Senate be printed and laid
on the desks of the members.

The yeas and nays being called f01 the followmg was the
vote : )

" Those voting in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Hillyer, Pearce, and WentW01th—5

Those voting in the negative were—

Messra. Adams, Crawtord, Eagan, Gion, Henderson, J enkms,
Johnson, Locke, Mchmnon, Meacham, Mor ragne, Mc(;asklll
and button——-l3

Mr, Locke moved that the Sergeant-at-arms be instructed to
-wvait ‘upon the Secretar y of Sta.te and request him to furnish each
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member with a copy of the Journal of last session, which was:

agreed to. -

A motion to elect an engrossing clerk and an enrolling clerk,.

was made and lost, by a division.

Mr. Meacham moved that the President be authorized to ap-

point 2 page for the Senate.

Mr, Henderson moved, as an amendment, that the Senate dis--

pense with pages. -

On which the yeas and nays were called, with the following

result: )
Those voting in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Ginp, Henderson, McKinnon, Mo-

ragne, McCaskill and Sutton—S8.
Those voting in the negative were—

Messs, Billings, Dennis, Eagan, Hill, Jenkins, J ohnson, Loqke,,

Meacham, Pearce, Purman and Wentworth—11.
So the motion was not agreed to. ‘

Mr. Henderson moved, as an amendment to the original mo-

tion, that the pay of the pages be one dollar per diem. -

The yeas and nays were called for, with the following result:

Those voting in the aflirmative were—

Messrs. Adams, Crawford, Gion, Henderson, Hillyer, Jenking,
Johnson, Locké, McKinnon, Moragne, McCaskill, Sutton and

Wentworth—13,
Those voting in the negative were— ‘
‘Messrs. Billings, Dennis, Eagan, Hill, Meacham, Pearce, and
Purman—7. '

The question on the original motion, as amended, was now put-

and agreed to. ‘ :

Mr. Wentworth moved that the Rules and Order, of Business-
of last session be adopted for the present session ;-

"Which was agreed to.
"~ Mr/Wentworth moved that the ‘Senate proceed to the elec-

_ tion of a President pro tem. | e
Mr. Billings moved to postpone this matter till next Tuesday ;-

‘Which was, on a division, agreed to. .
Mr. Parman raised the point of order that it requires a two-

thirds majority to suspend rule eight, which requires that a Presi-

dent pro tem. must be elected immediately after organization,
and consequently that the action just taken was out of order.

‘The Chair raled, that the Senate having already taken action,
the Chair cannot overrule the action of the Senate.

Mz, Purman rose, stating that he should appeal from the rul-
ing of the Chair; but before he had formally moved the appeal,
Mr. Henderson made the point of order; that the appeal not
having been taken, there was nothing before the Senate, and

* moved to take a recess till 4 o’clock p. m.

T T
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The President ruled the point of order well taken, and the
motion for a recess was put by yeas and nays, with the follow-
ing result : S : :

Those voting in the affirmative were— i

Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Eagan, Ginn, MeCaskill,
Pearce, and Sutton—S8.

YThose voting in the negative were— '

Messrs. Dennis,, Henderson, Hill, Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson,
Locke, Meacham, Purman, and Wentworth.—10.

.. Bo the motion was not agreed to.

A message was received from the Assembly, which an-
nounced that the Assembly was organized and ready for busi-
ness, : :

Mr. Purman moved an appeal from the ruling of the Chair
with regard to the postponement of the election of a President
pro tem. and the suspension of rule 8. ’

Mr. Purman withdrew his appeal.

Mr. Henderson moved that the vote by which the election of
President pro tem. was postponed till next Tuesday be recon-
sidered ; : .

Which was agreed to. : :

Mr. Henderson moved that further proceedings in the matter
of election of a President pro tem. be postponed till to-morrow
4 o’clock p. m.

Mr. McCaskill moved, as a substitute, that rule 8 be expunged.

The Chair ruled that a two-thirds vote is necessary to the
adoption of Mr. McCaskill’s substitute. T

" The following message was received from the Assembly:

AsseMBLY CHAMBER,
; Tallahassee, Fla., Jan, 4, 1872,
Hon. Samuzr T. Day, President of the Senate:
Sie: I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate,
that the Assembly has appointed a committee of three to act
with a similar committee from the Senate to wait upon and in-

.form his Excellency the Governor that the Legislature is now

organized and ready to receive any communication he may be
pleased to make. o . _
"~ Very respectfully, M. H. Cray,
Clerk of the Assembly.

The yeas and nays were called on Mr. McCaskill’s substitute,
with the following result : S

Those voting in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Adams, Billings, Crawford, Ginn, Henderson, McKin-
non, Moragne, McCaskill, Pearce, and Sutton—10.

Those voting in the negative were—
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Messrs Denms, Eagan Hlll Hlllyel Jenkms, J ohnson Locke,
Purman, and Wentworth—9. .
Two-thirds not having voted in the aﬂlrmatlve the substltute

‘was not agreed to,

The original motion was now put and agreed to. - -

The Chair appointed Senators ' Wentworth Hlllyer and
MecCaskill, as a committee on the part of the Senate to wait on
the Governm to inform him of the organization of -the Leg1sla.-

ture.

Mr. Dennis moved that the Selgeaut at-Alms be instr ucted
to prepare one or more rooms for-use of Senate committees ; -

Which was agreed to, and the Sergent-at-Arms so instructed.

The committee returned and reported that the Governor
would be ready to deliver his Message at12 o’clock m. :

“Mr. Locke moved that the ‘Senate pxoceed to the election of
a Recording Clerk; , o .

‘Which was aoreed to. '
- The vote was ; taken viva voce w1th the 1ollowmg 1esu1t.

For K. 8. Waldron, '
' Messrs. Adams, Crawf’oxd Ginn, Hendelson Hill, J enkms ‘
J ohnson, Locke, McKmnon Mea(,ham Moragne Mobaskﬂl
and Wentworth—13 E

For Joseph Bowes, - . '

“Mesirs. Billings, Dennis, Eagan, Hlllyer and Pm man—s

Mr. ‘Pearce voting for'W. J. Burleigh, - .

"Mr. Waldron was declared elected. -

On:motion, -the : Senate proceeded to the electlon of an Eu-
grossing Clelk o

The voté was taken uwa 'voce Wlth the followmg result :

For W. T. Webster, G

Messrs. Crawford, Eagan Gin, Hill, Jenkins, J ohnson Locke,
Meacham, MoCaskxll Pur man, Sutton and- Weutw01th—12

For Jose h Bowes, . o

Messrs illings, Dennis, Hlllyel and Pearce——4

The followmg message was. recelved from the Assembly

~ ASSDMBLY CHAMBER .
Tallahassee, Fla. Ja.quary 4 1872

Hon. meEL T Day, Pr esident of the Senate

Sie: I'am directed to inform the Senate that the Assembly,

| has adopted the following resolution':

. Resolved, That the’ Senate be invited to meet. the Assembly

in the, Assemb]ilHall in joint sesswn at 11. 55 a.. m,, to hear
' the Govemor 8 :

essage. : 7
Very 1especttully, a oM H CLAY, :
© . Olerk of Assembly

Mr. Hillyer offered’ the followmg resolution :
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Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, That the

. Legislature meet in ]omt session. at 12 m. for the purpose of,

hearing the Governor’s Message ;
Which was adopted. '
- On motion, the Senate took a 1ecees olu 5 mmutes 012,
The Senate resuméd its session at the time appomted and

. proceeded tosthe Assembly Hall.

. The President of the Senate took the (,han x

My, Jenkins moved t.h{tt a committee.of two members of
the Assembly and one of the Senate be appointed to wait on
his Excellemy the Governor, and inform him tha.t the Leglsla-
ture is'in_joint session, and ready to receive' ‘my commumca-"
tion he may be pleased to make; SN

~Which was agreed to.

:The - President appointed Messxe Bautler and Hiers of the
Assembly, and Mr. Jenkins of the Senate, as such committee. °

"On motion.of Mr. Wentworth, members of the Cabinet. and

: of the Press were invited to seats within the bar.

The ‘committee returned with his Excellency the Govemor
Who proceeded to dehver the followmg Message :

Gentlemen of tlz,e Legzslature

“For the last time during my: official term T- have the h0n01 to

‘meet you in segsion, to deliver my annual address as Chlef Execu-

tive of the State; 5 and while, since you last.assembled, the State
had" passed 4 season of severe trial by flood and storm, yet, on

‘the ‘whole, it has Lept a steady pace onward in populatmn and

in civil, political, and industrial’ 'development.
. Among-the reconstructed States of the South none started upon

‘a-more tmly conservative basis than Florida, and none have pro-
E gressed more: successfully in: the scale of socxal pohtxcal and‘in-
. dustrial: 1mp10vement S :

Flonda, upon the whoie, may be sald to have ‘been- dlstmf
gulshed among the Southern States for general peace and quiet,

and obedience to law, notwithstanding reports to the contrary,. - .

: whmh have'prevailed, much to.the detriment of the State.

. the
- for that purpose by the Legxslature. But at times all efforts

- Btill ‘disturbances, breaches -of ‘the peace;. infractions of -the:
law, and ‘scenes of fatal and disgraceful v1olence have occurred:
in".1hany localities within our borders. -This I have attempted
to.; correct by the exercise of all the power vested in me by
onstitution, .and by the use.of all the. means bestowed
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have failed, and all the means at my commana have seemed to
be meﬁ'ectwe ‘
It is true that these same locahmes , being, to all mtents, ‘border
sections, have from time lmmemoual been the resorts of lawless
and reckless men, and in some of them, asin the earlier periods of
the existence of the Western and Southwesteln States the law-_
" of Judge Lynch and the “ Regulators,” for years before the war,
had been ‘the only code of much eﬁicacy :
I had hoped better results from the reor, gamzatlon of govern-
ment under Republlcau auspices ; but the bitterness . .resulting
. from the war, the noxious teachings of disappointed and defeated
political opponents assisted by the occasional lack of discretion
on the'part of injudicious political friends, succeeded for a. long
‘time in setting at naught the advice and the efforts of the better
men of all classes, unul improvement at times seemed to be hope-
less; and Thave been strongly and fmcxbly urged to the declara-
tion of maxtial law. _ ,
But looking upon the suspension of the civil Iaw as an expen-
‘ment always full of danger and entirely opposed to all the prin-
ciples of free popular government, I have hesitated and refused -
to take a.step so franght with manifold dancrels except as the
. very last resort, even at the risk of incurring the enmity and hos-.
tility of my own. political fnends And while my. heart has bled _
} for the violence and suﬂ'ermg inflicted upon the more helpless
o classes of the community, I have steadily relied upon the civil
'\ law and the good sense and latent. patnotlsm of the general
citizenship.
| , ‘While it is the fact, that nme-tenths of the suﬂ'elmg mduced has )
V : fallen upon Repubhcans and mainly upon colored cltlzens—gw- _
£ ‘ ing unerring evidence that these excesses have been -strongly
" tinctured by, if they have not entlrely originated m political
prejudice—T still have. been unwilling to set as1de the usual
methods of redress under all forms of constltutlonal governmenf,
Imayin thishave erred ; but if so; the error, has arigenfrom a deep-'
seated and, perhaps, overweaning regard for the sanctity of all
the legal safegua.rds provided by and under the free 1nst,1tut10ns
of our country, . - : S
I have remonstlated admomshed and enneated with little
apparent avail. ‘The power granted me in the detectlve law of

~
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1868 Wwas rendered almost nugatory through the restrictions’ and

. want of means imposed, I fear, by the jealousies and pérsonal ani-

mosities of so-called political friends; I still have earnestly en-
deav.oi-ed,'through.thé aid of special detectives, 'eu'lplo'ye'd at my
own. expense, to ferret out and bring to justice the perpetrators
of violence and crime, for whose detection and punishment the’
ordinary enforcement of  our ¢criminal laws seemed inadequate. .
And at last these persistent efforts seem likely to be crowned
with some measure of success. A'large amount of ‘ugeful infor-

,mation"has thus been obtain_ed, and a mass of ‘testimony, the na-

ture and extent of which it is improper to disclose till the en-
tire safety of the witnesses is effectually secured, is ‘at my dis:
posal. | T ' - S T

' In the  prosecution of this work, and in the absence of the

proper legislative appropriation therefor, I have; of necessity,
been lorced to incur large expenses, Sccounts of which will be
presented for adjustment at your present session. - -

" In the Southern, Circuits of the State, the 5th, 6th and 7th,
embracing some of the wildest and formerly most lawless coun-
ties, a marked improvemeént has attained, and the law officers
have been able, by firm and judicious management, to command
respect for the laws, and acts of violence have been of less fre-
(juéht'oécuri'_endé than ever before. In the Third Circuit, where,

“in 1869, I 'was called npon repeatedly to interfere by martial

law, in the counties of Columbia, Suwannee and Hamilton, no -

_.general disturbances-have gccurred,and no hindrances.'to the

administration of the civil law have been made known to'me:
In' the countiés of Taylor and Lafayette there have been acts
of violence which have almost justified arbitrpry measures.
These seem to be attributable to hostility growing out of the
war. ‘A-rlarge number of ‘men” who refused to serve in the
Tébel army, and many of whom served in the Union armyj, in-
hiabit these counties, and they have been made the objects of
cruelty and ‘violence, and many of them have been assassinated.
Tt tay yet be necessary to adopt extraordinary means to secure

these citizeris against outlawry and- violence, though T believe

an organization of a small police force and the presence of -

- United States .‘s'oldiers_x may save such necessity.’

" Tn one of the counties in the First Circuit which has sustained
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the least. envw.ble 1epntanon for deep-seated and d1sg1aceful i

: dlsregmd for law, and where vmlence and blood at times ap-
peared to reign supreine, and all eﬁ'mts to enforce obedience to
law seemed futile, sinee your last session, in the hope of obtain-

.ing some measure of security to the he}p]ess victims of dis-
order and vwleuce——when dealth by assassination had created
2 vacancy ia the office of : ceounty clerk and ‘the sheriff had ab-.
sconded—I took the somewhat hazardous step of appealmﬂ

' duectly to the manlmess an?l good ‘scnse of the body of the
" county, and appomted to office.the nominees of the citizens

- without reference to party—avoiding open. opponents—undel a.

- pledge of a united effort to enforce the laws of the State, im-

. partially and without dlstmctlon And while ¥ am pained to
‘say that such enforcement of law as I had hoped has not. been
attained, still, greater quiet and lebs v101ence have plevalled
since, in the county, than within the ‘previous qua.1 ter of a cen-
tury ; and an election held on the.19th of December for mem-

. bers of the. Lenrlsla.tule was the most ordellv and qmet election

.known in many years, and Repubhcan members were elected
by a vote of two ta one.. Thus at list the wxsdom of the

~course taken seems to be fanly vindicated. - :

It is a proper matter for mutnal congratulatmn that the polm—
cal indications in all parts of the Union, so strongly evince a wide- o
spread popular endorsément of the reconstruction policy of Con- .
gress, and of the emstlng admmlsmamon of the national gov-. '
elnment ) )

_That errors may hav,a been commltted none w111 care Lo deny ;.

h _but when the lapse of time shall have made poss1b1e an impartial
appreciation of the mnumemble dxﬁxcultlea and embarrassments
encountered, the plebent national Admmlstl ation will not suffer
in comparison with any plecedmg in the hlst01y of the country

The evident and general admission of the certainty of the re-

" nomination and re-eléction of Gener al Grant; to the preszdency :
gives 1easonable assurance of four year 5’ lODO‘el continuance of

. the present strong aud ﬁlm but cautlous admlmstlatlon of na—

B tional law, and has alr eady and very plamly 1mpmved the con~

' dition of the South and is exerting‘in our own State a powerful

and. beneﬁcent mﬂnence. . -

It may well be hoped that thls plobable pex maneuce of the na-

-n\ I
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" tional pohcy, and the 1eg1t,1mate opération of the civil service re-
“foim - and - general amnesty, so’ str ongly recommended by the
Pre esldent will diminish the bxtt,el néss of the 1mpendmg political
“eam 'algn, and tend to do-away with the baneful and unne-
“cesgary hostility ‘between State and national ofﬁcels, which has
“ wrought so much’ mischief in all the South, and has severely em-

":bauassed the admmlsuatlon of our own State government

BETRENCHMEN'I AND ECONOM’X

_ Much has been sald within a.nd without the Legislature about
retrenchlnu expen es and an - ecomomical administration  of
he govemment -BA1L the measures heretofoxe adopbed have
"fbeen for'want- of mpleteness, hke savmg at the Bplgot and
lqsmg at thet bung-hole -

A few salaries have been reduced ‘and the Constltutlon and '
“govelnment Weakened thereby, while the main shueewa.ys of'

- -extravagance and waste have been kept open. ‘

_This session brings direct instructions from the people that
'may not be dlSle”alded with impunity. ‘The plan heretofore
iadopted by the opposition of favoring every measure of ex-
“travagance in~ order that they may hold the dominant party

he Republxc:m members can'no longer continue 1eek1ess,
na]ty of pohnca.l ag well a8 per sonal eondemnat.lon

per dlem of members and oﬂ‘iecls upon 3 c'xsh basm 'md ac-
ordlng toa busmess staudald ‘

¢e thie-fées of - clerks of- courts, eompel ‘the assessor to make

5" fees- are reduced to 2 proper standard, but

’ and the'sheriffs charge 50 per cent. more than the law allows.::
~3d. Requireall taxes paid in cash, and thus do away with the

"-responsﬂole for lav1sh expendltme must now be abandoned or

;"‘-Rev1se the fee bill and equalize. the pay.of count\ officers,

wi roll Wthout addltlonal chal ge, and reduce‘the percent- -
f01 ;the assesisment and eolleetlon of the reveiine.. ' The sherifls -

( ne‘of the" cncunt,s -at, least the _]udae Das overritled the law,

i 30y
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inducements to fraud in speculatmg in:serip, making false re-
turns; &e., and at the same timé reduce the aggregate expenses
of the government 25.per cent.

4th. Require jurors and w1tnesses fees to be adJusted by the .

counties, Ag now adjusted, there is no protection agamst du-

phcate and false certificates. - At least 25 per cent. in amount -

would be saved by settlement of these accounts where they occur,
instead of issuing: certificates to be paid by the Comptroller.

- The adoption of the amendments to the Constitution, which ‘

took effect.on 15th May last, has reduced the salaries of the State
v officers so low that those who were not resident at the Capital
could not, comply with the law of last session and transfer their
residence. The combination of speculators and Jpolitical gam-
blers to destroy the credit of the State reduced scrip so low that
the heads of departments recelved only equivalent to $700 peran-
num, and- the Governor $1,000. The judges’ pay is at starvation
point, and unless the cash system is at once adopted 1t W111 be
1mposs1ble to sustain their posmons

The change in' the mode of pay of the’ membens of the
Legislature - from a salary to per diem affords an opportu—
nity for the Representatives to show .the sincerity- of their
pl;ofessl,ons ‘by. adopting a reasonable . sum for- their ser-
vices. ‘Take $5 per day as a basis, to be paid in cash, and
the agglegate ppay of the members would  be, for a mxty-day
session, $22,500, being a saving of $15,000 for the session,.and af-
fording each member as much real value as when he received the
larger arhount in serip. By establishing the pay of the clerks
upon the same basis, and limiting the number to the real necessi-

* ties.of the Legxslature, half a3s much more may be saved makmgA

an aggregate saving of from $20,000 to $25,000 at each session,
Another source of greatloss to the State is the hurried passage
of the general appropriation bill, at the close of the session,
when thousands of dollars are mserted of extra allowances
“and i improper items, and Iugged through because it is too late to
coirect and save the bill. Thisisan evil that must be remedled
and itis-the duty of the members to see that the general appro-
_ priation bill is passed early in the session, and if extra pay or old
claimg - are presented Iet. each stand upon its . merits. No
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,general appropmatlon bill yet pa.ssed has met stmctly the requl-

gitions of the Constitution. -

FINANCES AND TAXATION,

So much has been sald in ‘referénce to the conduct of the
new government—so many charges of fraud, bribery and cor-

" ruption,. fraudulent issue of bonds, immense increase of the

State debt, oppressive taxation, &c 0. many invidious com-

- parisons dlawn by the chiefs and hea.d-men of theold: govem-

ment agamst the -new—that I shall be pardoned if I occupy

‘some space in laying before you not only the exact present con-

dition of the finances, but a history of the State indebtedness,
and how pguch of it is. chargeable ‘to those “honest” men -
whom ‘the fpresent .government . supplanted, and who have

/ 1sed ‘the State and sent their emissaries to New York to
i n and abuse the Repubhcan admlmstratlon and destréy

,znce “the year 1848 there have been no accounts kept show- .

ng the ewpenses Jor. which the State has been hable F01 in-

to dlsturb the pohtmaI sea.—-—
__t‘hro e days, and “ng accounts were
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In bonds of 1856, .. CeL e . $201,0000
In bonds to the school fund, . L 104,500 *
In bonds to the seminary fuid, ., . 60,992
In b_on&s_of 1861, %, . L 4,125
_To this'was added— .~ =

December 3, 1866, & bond for money" Borrowed- .
~under act of January 10, 1866, . - . . . $21,000 00
April 5, 1867, bond to Tnteinal' Improvement Fund E

)

under same act,- ;- . 45,000 00

July :1,'1.867‘, bond to si;héb_l_ fund uﬁﬂer -é'lc.t ilﬂ),eé‘em;_ '

ber1sagee, oL e 29,747 63 °

- Total bonded debt, 1866, “* c .. . 8466,464 63

. To. showy, how accurate this. statement was, and how the. ac:

counts wefe Leptat, that time, it,is only necessary to state that

there wefe, at ‘the time of the report ‘of the commissioners,
~$221,000 Instead of $201,000 of the bonds of 1856 outstanding,
and ‘there were in the school fund, $111,005 instead of $104,500 ;
in the seminary fund, instead.of 3560,9y92, there were $64,292.45,
An aggregate difference of $29,805! A slight matter among
" ““honest” men, who keep no accounts! -~ P

- Again, it. appears. from_the Comptroller’s repi;)rt's_-_frqﬁ 1867
- down, that there are bonds of $45,000 in the Internal Improve-
- ment Fund.- But upon .examination’ -recently'ip is found that

the Internal Improvement Fund holds no such bonds.

" 'In looking carefully for an explanation we find that ir 1867

$25,000 in bonds were issued. to the Pensacola and. Georgia
railroad, and $20,000 to the Florida, Altantic and Gulf Central
' railroad on account of interest on_their bonds. S
~ And'in this connéction it'is P;{ope_r_ to remai'_k; that, of all the

receipts from sales of public lands, and from the railroad com-

. panies on.account of sinking fund, (one per cent. on amouit of -
their bonds,) this $45,000 appears to beall there is reported to the
"' new government, _and,this‘hadkpggn.qp.prgpr;igﬁgd_ a year before! =~ .

In1871, however, there came to the Treasury;in an envelope

~without note or comment, a:b,on'd;for $,2_1v,,(_)_0_0,__;(r‘1.1ir‘1us, the _'(;0_1:1-‘ '

pons,) which appeared to have been issued to E."N, Dickenson,
of New York, for money borrowed for the Legislature in 18686,

$370,617 00
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- This bond was said to belong to the Internal Improvement
Fund,"and-to have been réturned by or from Moses Taylor, of
New York, on account of sinking fund. ' e
And here, again, another explanation is necessar‘y'toa‘propér
*understanding of the situation. R
" In November, 1866, immediately after the sale of
Railroad, $97,800 arising from the sale was deposited’in New
Yorlkto the credit of Moses Taylor, who was made the confiden-
tial agent of the Board of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund,
‘to.take up the first mortgage bonds of said road. InDecember,
__ 1866, 4 bond was issued to E. N. Dickenson for $21,000 bor-
* - rowed to pay the Legislature. 1t appears that E. N. Dickenson
_was the purchaser of the Florida road. - The $97,800 purchase
money was sent to New: York and deposited without interest.
In a month after, $21,000 is borrowed of E. N. Dickenson at 7
pér ‘cent, interest, and after interest is paid for four years this
‘bond turns up as a part of the ‘money belonging to the fund;
. By this brilliant financial transaction $6,856, annual interest, wis

" lost on the $97,800, and $1,470, annual interest, paz’d' on $21,000

of it, making loss to the State of $8,326 per annum since 1866—

or over $40,000 aggregate! o ' o
. -/ Added to this, on the 1st July, 1868, twenty-two days after the
“new government wasinaugurated, and five days after Goy.Walker
L yolintarily sprrendered ‘his authority, a balance of $4,230 re-
" maipingin the sinking fund 'of the Florida road was ordered
-t “ovet to Moses Taylor,and he was advised not toaccount,
“tothe néw board or government, as it would squander the funds!

'h'gl‘yé_whefl,' in' November following, the present board ©

~ for two years, the agent Tefused to account for or deliver any
funds to himy, basing his refusal upon the conjfused state of politi- ..
cal affairs in the State! And no account has ever been rendéred,

K

; 3:?1.&‘:‘32325990 of the bonds remain outstanding, upon which the
' Iiﬁpnyeméht Fund'is charged $16,240 annual interest, amount-
ing'in five years to $81,2007 ' e
~ .Again, qn the 24th Juhe, sixtéen days after the inauguration
- of the present government, and the day before the surrender by
Gov,; Walker, the old board turned over to Col. Edward Hous-
" Jtoun _t,hzé_fupds in hand realized from the sale of the Florida, At-

N

gent the Tregsurér to New York to demand the funds then held ..
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Vlantlc and Gulf Central Railroad, to pmchase the outstandmg

bonds of the company.
It is not'to be presumed that. the “ honest ” men who con-

trolled the old government had any interest in the profits of
these little transactions; but I submit that they are not- the .
proper parties to assail the character of the present Administra-

tion, nor to charge it with fraud and’ couuptlon as they have
been doing for the past three years. - -
It is undoubtedly true that Gov. Walker and his. board are

i personally liable for the $4,230 retained after the. surrender of
the government, and that they are liable for the funds delivered.

to Col. Houstoun on the 24th June, after the mauguratlon of the

* present Constitution” and government

The bonded debt of the'State, as now- appeals from the rec-
ords and all the data which is available, is as folIows 1 gwe

’ the date and amount of each bond or seues, viz. :

Held by the School Fund—

"(50 Seven per.cent. bonds of $1,000 each,

dated Jan. 1, 1857, payable in 1877, $50,000 00 - -
10 Eight per cent. bonds of $500 each, '

_ dated July ‘1, 1861, and payable in o

‘1881, .. . 5,000 00

1 Six pel cent. bond dated March 1856 o
 due1866,. .- . 5,000 00
"1 8ix per cent. bond dated May 10, .

1858, due 1866, . 505 00.
1 Six per cent. bond, dated June 10 :

1856, due 1866, .. .~ 1,000 00-
1 Eight per cent, bond dated Jan 1, - :

1863, due in 1883, . . .' 99,500 00
"1 Seven per cent. bond, dated Oct.,

1867, . . .. 29747-63

— ~$190 752 63

‘Held by Semlnaly Fund-—‘
1 Eight, per cent. bond, dated Jan, 1, :
1863, due 1883, . . . . $60,992 45

-

) 7 Seven per cent. bonds of §1,000 each 7 _
dated Jan,, 1857,payable in 1877, 7,000 00~

2 Eight per cent. bonds of $500 ea'oh, ,
~ dated July 1, 1861,due 1881, . . 1,000 0D

FUR—ry
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1 Slx per cent, ‘bond, dated June 10, S
1856 due 1866 el e - .. 2,800 00
— §71,292 45

Held hy Internal Implovement Fund—-
-1 Bond to. E. N. Dxckensou dated Dec

331866 el .. 21,000 00

' Total trust funds, .. . - $283,045 08
- ‘Held by Indum Trust Fund at Wa.shmgton-— ' '

132 Seven’ per cent. bonds of $1,000 each, A
- dated Jan., 1857, due 1877, . =, © . 7182,000 00

Ce Held' by State T1easu1e1 on account - '

‘ "Insm'ance ‘Company—

30 Sm per cent. bonds, $1,000 each,
+dated Jan.;. 1869, due 1889,
Outstandmg in unLnown hands—

‘ ~ Bonds issued to Edwald Houstoun

L in 1867, no record of date or denomi-

. natlon P $20 000’ 00
82 Seveu per cent. bonds of $1 000 each :

dated Jan,, 1857, due 1887, .. . 452 ,000 Q0.
49 Six' per cenﬁ bonds, dated Jan., 1869, :
- .. 49,000 00
er: ¢ nt bonds, 1ssned by -

... 30,000 00

- 80 000 00

N 161 ,900° 00" :
. ' .—r—_———-—-—$292 900 00

al bonded debt Jan 1872 L $747 945 08
 Amount of‘ acer ued mtel est as, stated ' :
‘ oller,. """ . $157 606 09
Amounc due on 421 hypothecated bonds ;
' in New Yoik, i . 120,000 00
and Txeasmy Certlﬁcates P /286,098 ‘80
Tota L'bo“ ded and ﬂoatmg debt S N 311 649 97

o Of the, bonded debt all save the $79, 000 of sxx per cent, bonds
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of J .ﬁly; 1868, and the $161,900 ‘se,veil per cent. bonds authorized’
t Session, is chargeable to the old government, and $36,000

‘of the six_ per cent, bonds went to take up bonds of 1867 and ac-
" cumulated interest, So that the entire $747,945.08—less $43,000:
‘8ix per cents., and $161,900 seven per cénts., was contracted be-- ,

;

fore the inauguration of the present Constitution and government,

" To the same account must be placed the accumulated interest of

8157,606.09 and interest paid during the last three years on old

bonds, amounting to over $65,000. Leaving on account of -the
Present Administrition the following "arpo_‘gntél_: o ’

43 Six per cent. bonds of $1,000 gach;

.dated July, 1868, . ., . . © $43,000 00
1,619 Seven per cent. bonds of $100 each, B
. dated Janj, 1871, . T 161,900 00
Amount due on bonds hypothecated, . o 120,000 00
. Wz\t_}'rrants‘ and Treasury Certificates, . - -286,098 80
e : . - $610,098 80
Less interest paid- onold debt, . _'! L . 65,000 00
s $545,998 80

To meet this we _have the unpaid rev- ‘ ,
-~ enue, 1869 and 1870, . . .§1§2,283 00

. Revenue, 1871, . < -+ . 422,389 45

— §604,672 45

Leaving, when the uncollécted taxes how o

. due are paid in, a balance in favor of o

. the new government, over its expend- _ o
_itures, of, ., . <. . . $58,673 65

. And Wh'av_tf have we to usholw for our (éxpehditﬂ_fe Whlch the old
ngeL'nment had not 2— = : o R

-, Seven circuit and thirty-nine County Courts, open to all classes

. %\1}1?:91@@ prompt and efficient ‘administration of criminal law,

which it has cost to organize and mdintain, with the Penitentiary,

. at least $150,000;

An efficient system of . conimon schools, free to zﬂl, with 331

'sc\ljoo_l-hoqses and an apnual attendance of 14,000 children;
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An Emwlatlon Bmeau which, with the other advantages of
govelnment has blought into the Stite within’ the past three
“years over 40,000 inhabitants ;

A well orgamzed militia system whlch has cost, W1th 2,000
-stands-of arms and accoutremeénts, at least $40,000. .

. These and other necessities imposed by the change from an
arbltrary to a Republican govérnment, and the enfranchisement
-of two-fifths of the population before held and governcd as chat-
‘tels, have 1mposed extraordinary expenditures, which in no case

: have béen extiavagant, but which would have been greatly’
-"lessened but for the efforts of consplratoxs against the new gov-
ernment

“The or, cranlzatlon of what were called « Democratxc Clubs”—

‘gécret societies, designed to seize the government by violence in
‘the event of the assurance of the election of Seymour and Blair—
-which clubs became afterwards the Ku-klux of infamous notoriety
for blood and cruelty, compélled the purchase, in 1868, -of 2,000
stands of arms with eqmpments and ammumtlon at a cost of
$28 000 in bonds. = - :

These extr aordmaly expendltures amount to m01e than

:$300,000, viz: - _
“The" opening and maintenance of a State Pemtentlaly and ad-

ministration of ériminal law, . . . . . $150,000
“Repairs of State. Capitol, . . . . . - . 20,000
' «Code and Digest of laws, . . . .7 25,000
Extla Legislative expenses in attempts by couupt o
. men to. 1mpeaeh Governor and judge, . . .. 30,000
Tayment ofscrip issued by Cohstitutional Convention, ! - 25,000
" Engraving and printing bonds and SCI‘IP and purchase )
- of safe for Comptroller’s office, . .~ . . 8000
‘Purchase of armms and ammumtlon and orgamza.tlon .
"0 of militia, . .o . . 40,000
rOrtramzatlon and mamtenance of Emlgratlon Bureau, '10 ,000
o $308, 000‘

The Coustltutlon, Article XII ‘Section 1, declares, ““ That the
Legislature shall provide a umform and egual rate of ‘taxation,
and shall presembe such regulations as shall secure a just 'valua-
- &ion of all property, both real and personal.” Section 2, “The
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I Legislature skall provide for raising revenue sufficient to defray”.
I the expenses of the State for each ﬁ.scal year, and also a sufficient
Al sum to pay the principal and interest, of the existing indebtedness;
of the State.”
. : . By adroit, and sometlmes not altogethel honomble manage- -
' _~ment on the part of enemies. of Republican government, for sev--
- eral sessions, the Legislature was prevented from enacting the
" ’ . . mnecessary laws to enforce ‘these requisitions of the fundamental.
. law; and it was only at your last session that an approximation-
" . was made to that; end in_the passage of what was called the
“ , Equalization ‘Act, which pr¢ ovided for a valuation of all property
il - by sworn assessors upon a uniform standard, with power to. the-
[ boards of county commissioners to revise and correct. any ine-
l < quality or want of umfmmlty, and a State board to equalize the-
;t} ' o valuation among counties, 8o that no injustice should occur from.

) : "~ underor over valuationin any smorle county ; and a tax sufficient -
" ﬁ . to “defray the expenses of the State and pay the interest upon
thie public debt.” , o
iF b Under your oaths you could dono Icss and yet, eranae to say,
!Lié r _ this act, 8o necessary to. the highest ,mterestgs and hon01 of the.

State, as well as obedient to the mandate of the Constitution, has
- beenmade the occasion of more persistent denunciation and false
accusation of the Legislature and the government than any act.
i " of the session. o -
Il The provision for a uniform assessment by an assessor. was-
practlcally nullified by the instructions of the Comptr oller to the
assessor to take the sworn valuation of the owner.

"The act was incomplete in itself, and was accompamed by‘
_another bill relating to county taxes and the authority of boards-
of county commissioners, which, though passed by both Houses,.

T

!‘ o failed to become a law, and thus falhng, left a hiatus which has' : ,
}P ¥t : been geized upon and made the basisof an attempt to defeat en-

‘551 . ‘ t1re1y the collection.of the revenue for the year.

‘ e Thanks to a patriotic people who recognize the duty of obey--'

,'H. ) - ing the Counstitution and - meeting honest oblwatxons the plan

,g . of the conspirators has failed, save in one or two counties where
il interested attorneyshave sought afee by inducing 11t1gahgn and’
only tempolaly embarrassment has enﬂued :




In consequence of the losses in cropsand distress arising from
the unprecedented storms during the summer, it was deémed best
to extend the time for closing the books for a month, and this
has delayed returns; but in most of the counties the colleptlons
have been as prompt as in any previous year. '
The tax was unnecess'\nly heavy upon the laboring and agrl-
_ cultural interests in consequence ‘of the failure of the Legisla-
ture to impose taxes upon the corporations and capital doing
businéss in the State, and in’ consequence of neglect of as8€8s0IE
© . to'do their'duty in seekmg out and placing upon the roll prop-
erty of non-residents. - ‘
But it has been generally 1esponded to cheerfully, and with
proper legislation, at this session, no such burdens need again
“be thrown upon the industry and property of the State.
. The objects and purposes of these opponents’ of just and equal
laws and a successful administration is candidly admitted by one
of the ablest and most candid of the legal representatives of the.
. opposition, in ‘the leading Democtamc pape1 at the seat of gov—
" vernment. He says: .
- No greater calamity coulcl befall the State of Florida, while
under the rule of its present carpet-bag, scalawag officials, thanto
be placed in’ good financial credit. - FooE R ¥ Ouronly
hope is in. the State’s utter Jinancial bankrupicy; and Heaven
. grant that that may speedily come !  On the other hand, estad-
lish for the. State financial credit on. Wall Street, so that Fiorida
* Bonids can be sold by by Reed & Co., as fast as issued, and you gwe
‘these foul harpies a lzfe-tenure of these offices.  * ¥
The temporal salvatzon of .the tax payers is in having scrip
low, so that they can buy it fo pay taxes with, and in having
the State's ﬁnanczal eredit low so that Reed & Co. can’t sell State
.- bonds so as to raise money with which to perpetuate their hold on
office.” —FLORIDIAN, Aug. 1, 1871. o
Being thus advised of the real purposes of those Who are de-
nouncing ‘the Administration—to bring ruin to the State that
they may increase the chances of recovering again the reins of
. power—the Tepresentatives of the people should act in view of
‘the interests of the State regardless of their clamors. ’
The pohcy ‘of the old government, of which the erter above
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quoted is a fit exponent, was to shut the State against progress,
improvement, cultivation, populauon mtelllgence to keep the
masses ignorant and degrided, in mder that the few mlo'lit
revel in luxury and power. -

" The-object and purpose of the new Constitution and ﬂoveln- .
ment is to open the State to population, to stimulate improve-
mient, to educate the people, and secure all classes equal bene-
fits and protection. The emblems of the old system were
.the whipping post and pillory, bowie knife and pistol; those
of the new, free schools, and courts open alike to all.

Your first duty will be to perfect the work of the last session, -
.and bring the entire revenue system -to harmonize with the
Constitution, and thus lay the basis of State credit beyond the
reach of speculators and demagogues who have hitherto com-
-bined by fraud, treachery, falsehood, and deception to. defeat
_the purposes of the people, with a view, as above decl_ared ‘to
_bankrupt the State and overthrow the Constitution. - = °

The State has ample resources, without. addmg to the bur—
dens of the people, to meet all her obligations, old and neW,
;and to place her credit at par.

What are they and where? . : '

Ist. A taxable property, when fairly and unlformly valued
and all the ‘property brought into requisition, of $50,000 ,000,
-which, at one-half of one per cenl: will yield a rev enue-. of
$250,000.
 2d. Licenses. —Incl ease the hcense for hotels and aaloons
-dealmg in liquors to one-half of the former law, and compel 1 the
-officers to 4 faithful discharge of their duties in collectmg, and
$30,000. may be realized from licenses.

3d; Tax Railroads on gross receipts one- fourth of one per
cent., Express Companies one-half per cent., Telegraph Com-
panies one per cent., Insurance Companies two per cent., and
'$50,000 per annum may be realized, and the burden of taxation
to that extent removed from the industry and. put upon the
- capital. :
4th. Organize the fisheries into dlstucts and farm them out to
the highest bidder for five years, and ﬁom $50,000 to $150 000
per annum ma.y be reahzed
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v

There is due us from the United States Government for public V

lands, . . . $50 000
Allowed by Treasmy Depaltment e e . . 5,000

- Seminole war claims,- probably, .. . . 165,000
- ' S $220,000

Enough to chschm ge the $132 000 and. accumulated interest
due the Indian trust fund.

In 1870, under act of the Legislature, $4 000,000 of bonds .
were issued to the Jacksonville; Pensacola and Moblle Railroad
Company in exchange for the same amount of bonds of the
company, bearing the same date and rate of interest. ;

Thave no report of the company in relation to their condition
and purposes, but they have not complied with the law in the
extension of their road to the Chattahoochee by 1st July, though
I am unofficially informed that its completion to that' point is
now rapidly progressing, and will soon be consummated. '

It appears that the bonds were entrusted by the company to
~ one of the firms of swindlers who abound in New York, which,
by fraud and villainy, have diverted much of the proceeds from
the” WorL for which they were issued, and there remains but.
. 31 200 ,000 f01 the purposes ot extendmg the 1oad beyond the
river.

SN The last inillion of the four Were dehvered and are held'in

: ,trust to be dlsposed of when the amount of $300,000 balance
due  the Internal Improvement Fund is paid. This sum’ is
© still unpaid, and remains a lien upon that _portion of the road
between Lake City and Qumcy
‘The losses of the company in no way involve loss to the.
State, as the_securities held by the State can at any tlme be,
converted for sufficient to redeem the State bonds.
Tam advised that the interest' on the bonds has been paid
by the company up to, and 1ncludmg January, 1872, but the
‘ coupons have not been delivered at the Treasury, and the cou-
Pons upon t the 1a11road bonds held by the State thel efor remain
'uncancelled '
These bonds are included in the Comptloller 8 statement
ofuthe State debt, without note or comment, and the inference
" is left that no provisions are made for the 1nte1 est or principal




) ) ' ’ 2.6

save from taxation. Now the State holds an equal amount of
first mortgage bonds of $16,000 a mile on a completed road

» - which has suflicient business to pay its running expenses, the
interest on the bonds, and enough to constitute a sinking fund

sufficient to discharge the bonds when dne. This being the
fact; it is unjust to the people of the State to seek to convey
a different impression abroad, and it can only be excused on

. the ground assumed by the writer above quoted from the * Flor-

“idian® that their “ only hope is in the utter; ﬁnancml bzmk-
ruptcy of the State " - o

RE@APITULATION.,

-Liabilities—. ) S
Bonded debt, . . .0 .. . . $747,945 .08
Floating debt, e e e e . 563,704 :89

© Total, e ..o 81,811,640 97 |

Resmuces—— o o T

- Revenue uncollected, . . . . . 604,672 45
Amount due fxom Umted Sta.tes, .. .220,000 00
E _ : - . ——$824,672 45
. Total debt, Jan,, 1872, ¢ . . . . $486,077 52

After dlscha.rgmo‘ all the liabilities of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund and meeting all the grauts made to railroads, rivers,
cana.ls &ec.; we shall have at least four million acres of lands re-. -
maining, a.s a final Tesource for any State hablhties -

COLLEGI‘ORS OF REVENUE AND TREASURERS

The attention of the Leglslature is particularly directed 1:0 the

‘importance of more stringent laws to protect the counties and

State against embezzlemeut or. losses from madequate bonds of
treasurers and revenue officers. :

As the law now stauds, it is claimed that when the secuuty
on 2 bond of one of these officers lapses by death or bankruptey.
it does not authorize the demand for a new bond. If this beso,
the defect should be immediately remedied, and the officer re-

_quired to file & new bond within thir ty da,ys after notice, or his

office declared vacant.
‘The provisions of the bill known as the Fundmg Bl]l " of the
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last session, should be made to apply to all officers of the reve
.nue, and’a defaulb to pay over the public moneys should be de-
clared a.felony. -Bonds, however good, are not safficient to pro-,
“tect the Treasury against loss from dishonesty and fraud.
With a statute rendermg defaults a crime, and another com-

- pelling the payment of all the revenues in lawful currency, the
frauds 'upon. the Tleasury, and specunlation in publm funds by
revenue officers, Wlll cease; as it now stands 1(: is impossible to.
plevent them. . :

In every case of defanlt now e.ustm , I have uniformly in-
structed suits to be commenced ; bu he la.w officers have either
been indulgent or found the law ina quate. 3

Tt has been held that I-conld not remove an’ officer in ‘the ab-
sence of the Legislature, either for- inadequacy of bond, fraud,
neglect, or any other canse, 8o that when cases have been re-
. ported to me which called for immediate action, I have been.
compelled to forego a remedy." I early called the attention of
the Legislature to this difficulty, but no action was taken and
much loss has occurred in. coﬁsequence -

~

RAILROAD POLICY,

"In 1855, the State entered upon a plan for the construction of
a system of railroads that was comprehensive and highly ered-
itable to the mtelhgence and sagacity of its prqectms but
which in its lesulbs has been mgemously and almost impercep-
* tibly expensive,’ ,
Few of the people understand that bemdes the Umted States ,
“lands granted, these 1oads have cost the State over three millions -
of dollars, and have never paid one cent of taw either-on their
Iauds, their propérty, or their income ; yet, so far as can be ascer-
tained, from the records and sources of information left by the
‘old government, such is the fact. L
Whei this administration was maugumted it found this state
of things, viz: - : :
The Florida road, 154 miles, sold by the board of trustees, in
1866, for 116 ,000, or $753 per mile, leaving $282,000 in mortgage
i bonds, the interest of which was guaranteed by the State, with
alar ge amount of accumulated interest, for the payment of Whlch -
. suits:have. been commenced e :
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‘The Central road , (from 3 a.cksonvﬂ]e to Lake City,) 60 miles,
sold by the board in" 1868 for $111,000, or nearly $1,850 per
mile, leaving an mdeﬁmte amount of unpaxd interest for the
State to meet;

ThePensacola and Georgia, and the Tall}aqsee roads, fcrfelted
and liable to be sold by the board, with $1,424,300 bonds out-

standing, upon which interest was accumulatma agamst the

Shate of $99,700 per annum.

These roads were immediately sold by the present boald for
nearly the par_ value of the bonds, and sufficient to dlschaz ge
them and lefwe no 1ncumbrance for the State exceph for unpald
interest,

Thus we find that the rallroads cost the State through the In-

'ktemal Implovement Fund and the countles—

iLands conveyed forinterest, 1 000 000 acr es, at $1 25 $1 250 000

Proceeds of lands sold since 1850 to 1868, . - . - 750, 000 .
Accumulated. interest and indebtedness now ex-
Jsting, probably, - - . - - - - -7.1,000,000
" Amount of bonds given by counties, - - - - 500,000
*3 500 000

The Leglslature of 1869 changed the plan for the completlon
of the Toads, and offered bonds to ‘the amount of $16,000 per

“mile in exchange for first thortgage bonds of the roads." Whlle,_

1nd1v1dua11y, I was opposed to further- mvolvmg ‘the State in
connection with the roads, yet the .almost unanimous voice of

- the Leg1slatu1e fa.vonng Sta.te aid, as in most-of the other States,
"I eanctioned the plan; and there would exist no valid objeétion
-had the issue been confined to the extension of the hnes mstead

of bemg issued ‘on the road already built. - .
Under the new policy the State holds the roadg ag’ secur:ty

for the payment of interest and principal, and will derive from

$20,000 to $30, 000 annual revenue from taxation ‘of the Iands
and property and income of the road.

Undel ‘the old it had to pay flom $100,060 to $150 000 annual
mtexest after donatmg all the Siate lands wmhm six miles on
eaeh side of the mad and both lands and road wele exempt from
taxatmn : :
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The advantage to the State in a financial point . of view,
$150 OOO to $175 000 per anpum, or suﬂ‘iclent
nual 1nte1est on a pubhc debt of §2, 500 000

- INSURANCE COMPANIES

The experience of the past year, in the total failure of nuner-
ous N01 thern msurance companies, has demonstrated, 1f demon-
stratmn was necessary, the wisdom of the law of the last sesgion

: req i ing compa.nles 01gan1zed in other States and domg busv :

. peopler to’ determme the soundness of these cmporatmns, ox - to
- proteet themselves atramst 1mposmon and fraud Wlthout. requn-

, igh travelhng a,vrents Wlth pohcles ﬁurport-
mcr to+be.issued from Sav annah Ol some contignous territory.:
; Bus f01 ei.’t‘orl:sr of citizens Who have combmed to keep down

] duced the’ compames w1th a single exceptlon to adopt
creditable plan of evasmn or vxo]atmu of the law until
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of the people-—-—f he Piedmont and Arlmgton Life Insurance .
C’ompan ¥, of Richmond, Va.; a company that in the three years
“of its existence lias nsued a lal ger amount; in policies and at a
smaller “percentage of expense than any other of the old com-
panies of the North. -
, . The public assertion so jauntily mnde that the revenue pohcy
. of the State, carefully framed for the secarity and protection of
our-own citizens, can, at the demand of for&ign insurance com-
panies, and by co]lusxou with interested parties here, be varied
at pleasure, conveys an imputation upon the motives and pru-
" dence of the Legxs]atmc \vhmh I trust, Wlll be met as 1ts inso-
lence deserves. : :
_And there is no hardshlp 1mposed by the law. Insurance
compames are everywhele and always required and expected to
invest their funds in reliable securities, and if the privilege of
doing business within the State js worth anything, then why .
- . should they not contribute to the resources of the State where
S protectionissought ? If-the business is Worth uothmg, then our
' ‘restriction is harmless. — - ; . S
*Again, citizens of our own Stato are as competent to manago
- ‘ successfully the insurance of ourproperty as are citizens of other
" States; and since our-own citizens are compelled, in whatever
business they may engage, to: aid in the support of the institu- .
tions that protect-them and their business, it should be no ob- -
jection to'the insurance Jaw in question that. it gives no prefer-
ence to the non-resident, non-tax-paying citizens of other Stateq
over our own tax-paying fellow-citizens.
~ In this way alone can be effected that just and: proper mutu-
ality and reciprocity that should always subsist between the pro-
tecting power and those who are plotected :
I trust the - wise provisions of the insurance law. Wlll remain
unimpaired, as an evidence of the. self-protectma power and sta-
_blhtv of our State leglslatlon

EDUCATION e

I mv1te your attention to the lepolt of the Supeuntendent of
Pubhc Instruction, which exhibits a most gratifying progress
“in the public favor of popular education. All classes of our citi-
zens, regardless of political or social prejudices and preconceived
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theorles appenr to have united in‘the purpose of securing to all
the beueﬁt of frree schools and cheelfully 1espond to the tax%
tlon necessanv .

It is the expeuence of all communities that pauperism ‘and
crime are lessened 'in proportlon as educatwn and cultlvatlon
’ are encour awed and sustained. : '

“Free schools and the education of the masses at the expense
of the pro -ty of the State i is now generally accepted -as pro-
motne of ‘the hlghest interests of the property holders them-
selves The1 efore no enlightened community will deny the most
. ample .provision f01 schools.

So valuable an ally of peace and good government have free
schools become and so important. the education of the lower
cla.sses to the inter ests of the community, that it is coutemplated
in many of the States to adopt. a system of compulsory education,
so that the 1gno1'mt poor may be compelled to accept its bene-
fits and thus relieve society of vice and crime. :

- I canuot too stlongly commend this interestto your fostermg.
' carcp nor too pelsxstentlv urge the su gestlons of our faithful Su-

elyem 187 0 the gl 0S8 attendancelupon the schools Was
but in 1871 it has been 14,000, giving an increased -
>+ . atténdance of 6,500, or neal.loo per cent, The number of schools
C . in 1870 was reporte 250 but in 1871 they, had 1noreased to

331,,glsxmg an ind in the numbel of sehools of more than
30° per cent -and .

§ rate of i 1mp1 ovemeut plevml and I‘lorlda ‘
assume the: station in: ,.eclucatlonal progress desured by

1s ‘n entue novelty in all the Southem St.ates,,- '
general approval given by all classes and all par-
_giion of the system here, we may justly be en-
0 matter of pride that while in-all or gearly all
: 6ther'Southérn States, the system has been resisted in the
tr uct1on chool-houses and indignity and violence to teach- -
‘erg, not, an 1nstance of the kind has yet occurred in Florida.
o In V_hlsA nhection it is proper to invite special attention to the
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economy of a system -of general education through the mstrn-
mentahty ot ‘schools, and semmarles, and umversxtles, sustamed
at the common expense The economy is two-fold : In the first
place a given number of scholals may be educated to the same -
extent in -public schools, at less than. one-half the expense at-
tending their 1nstruct10n in private sehools ; and in the second
g _place, with the same expendltm e, a better grade of mstructlon is
given in public than in private schools. - :

" As in reference to other matters, 80 in ‘education : what is
known to'be true elsewhere may conﬁdently, nay, cer tamly be
antlelpated here. - In all the Northern and Western Sta.tes Where
the instruction of the young has long-been considered the most
* important duty of the State, and to be rendered: attalnable by
all, thlough the support of schools at the common expense it is
_easﬂy susceptlble of proof that in any State or commumty the
education of all the children in the public schools costs less than
one-half the expense of giving the same amount of edncatlon in
the most economical private schools. -

Agam where the ‘education of all is, by the plevalence of
the free school system, made the duty, as well as the privilege
of all, the pelsonal interest of each being identical with that of
the Whole, a'more 1'1g1d super visihn of the schools is exelclsed
a better standard of quahﬁcatxon on the part of teachels is de-
manded and insisted upon, and, in fact, attained. :

‘Wheén Edward ‘Everett was asked by an astomshed fnend
how he, as United States Sena,tor could’ send hxs son to the
- public. free schools of Boston, Mr. Everett 1ep11ed : % Because
the free schools are the best schools in Boston.” = And any-

where throughout the United States, wherever free.schools
have plevalled for a series of years, the public graded free

gchools are, in every respect, the best schools known. So, in
time, it will be here. : -
And the economlcal and every way beneﬁclal effects of 'a free
system of education are not confined to schools of a lower or
. intermediate grade, but attach likewise to the higher seminaries -
and colleges to an equal extert. Ang, in accordance with this
’ ,Well known principle, the Constltutlon of our State prescnbes
“liberal maintenance for ©a University” as well as for a
f“ uniform system of common schools” in which “1nst1uetmn
shall be free.” ‘ . :
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.Accordmnvly I feel ita duty as well a8 g pleasure once more to
¢all your attention to the wisdom and necessity of 2 generous
‘and liberal provigion for ;thf, support of a University for the

. hlgher instruction of all who may desire it. - As the value of
the individual is measured by what be can accomplish; and. a8
hls knowledge and skill alone can acourately indicate his capa-
city, 80 of & whole people: in ploportlon as, the standard of

cultivation is ralsed and the scope of attamment is enlarged, so

‘18" the. ‘general capacity to produce valuable results lnmeased

- tiv tion is “proportionately necessary to the full and complete
‘dey elopment of a Republican citizenship.
~The uséless multiplication of colleges and umversxtles "Has
been the educational’ bane of many of' our sister Stabes, and
aeveral bave- retneved tlieir error onIy by consohdamon, thus
dmnmshmg ‘the number a.nd mcreasxn g the force of theu' lugher
, ;mstxtutxons. _
- The’ opporhumty to proﬁt by the expeuence of ot,her States i8
% stnll open’ to us, and I éarnétly commend to your cousideration
“thé pohoy of oombmmg the Agricultural College ‘Fund, with
¢ r}neans as can 'be afforded, and devotmg the Wholc 1o
th or nization and gupport of a single strong State Awmcultural
,MCollege, where thorough instruction shall be given not only
]asslca]"“ mathematical, and phllosophmal branches usually
i colleges, but also in mechanics, modern lanrruages,
81l Beiences, and’ plactlcal agricdlture, Then we may
, ,‘ State Umversxt,y " woxt.hy the name,

IMMIGRATION

~f again- commeud to: you1 ‘attention the subJect of 1mm1g13.t10n,
‘one of the highest importance to the present’ aund future pros-
ctsrof the State, With an area that places her among ‘the Iargest;
the’ Umon, and knéwn and pamally settled many years prior
T8t occnpamon of the ' Western and N orthwestern States
1 havers so apidly-developed into their présent marvelious) pro-

+ portions, F id3 has, until ‘very recently, 1agged behind ‘the

«hmdermost’of the new and evén most of the old Stm;ee, in that
o ’.matena‘l Pt ogress “whick has always resulted ffom a strong ‘and
S "-steady f;nﬁow of popnlatmn and capltal

pe

: Ao ”elementary education is valuable, but a hlgher grade of cul--
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Knowing, as our people do, the powerlul inducements to occu-
patlon which are Turnished’ by our genial climate, cheap lands,
- ease of tillage, and great variety of certain and lucrative crops,
-We cannot cease to wonder that these manifold attractions scem
goJong to have been displayed in vain. -
But as is edsily ascertained from the census, the 1ap1d inereaso
of our recent rate of progress, which has more than qmd: upled
since the organization of the present government, seems conglu: -
. sgively to indicate the wisdom and economy of the organization
of the Bureau of Immigration.

The total population of the State in 1860 was 140 123 and by'
an enumeration made in 186% it had increased, in seven years, to
153,659, which gives for these seven years an increase of 13,536,
oralittle less than 2,000 as the annual increase. But, in the three -
years since the orgamzatlon of the Bureau, the gross increase
has been near 40, 000, thus quad)uphncr the former rate of in-
crease. :

This desirable result has been mainly caused by the number
and value of the many pamphlets issued in the interest of immi-
gration, and the vast and wxdely—dlsn ibuted conespondenﬂe of
~ the Commissioner. : :

‘The demand for mformatlon is constaut and mcreasmtr and
the last pamphlet, now just published, will be furnished to the
Legislature, and will show the success with which this demand
is met. It is a useful book,and will prove of more value to the
State than several times the cost of the entire Bureau from its
organization. :

A recent modification of the Constitution has consohdated the
* two offices of Surveyor-General and Commissioner of Immigra- -
“tion, thus throwing the duties of two former departments upon
one officer, styled Commlssmner of Lands and Immigration ; and
although in the first six months of this new phase, perfect. method
and system could hardly be autlclpated still I am confident the
change will vindicate itself as wise and economical. ‘ .

Tinvite your attention to the anmual report of the Commis-
sioner of Lands and. Immlgratlon, and particularly to the facts

and arguments adduced in illustration and vindication of the
pohcy of the present boald of trustees of the lnt;emal Improve
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ment Fund, It will be found to be a ‘document well worthy of
“attentionm. - " ' : ‘ S

" FISHERIES.
t .

In a former Message I called the attention of the Législat_m-e to

the subject of the fisheries of this State; and I now again repeat
the suggestion. It has been remarked by some enthusiastic pis-

* catorian that the waters of Florida even contained more wealth
than the Jand. It is certain that no State in the Union hias such
resources in this direction,and yet they afford no revenue to the
State. = 5 L T

Eleven hundred miles of sea-coast, prolific of oysters, fish, and
turtle almost beyond parallel, with bays and inlets, and inland -
navigable waters.of an equal extent, offer the richest induce-

. ments to enterprise and capital, if properly protected by law.’

Let these mines of wealth be divided into convenient districts,
and let to individuals or companies for stated periods, and with

~ protection sufficient to induce the systematic working of them,

vy - and a reveniie may be derived sufficient in a few years to pay.the .

. " . entire expenses .of the State government. . Co .

‘With the facilities of transportation now enjoyed, St. Andrews
' "Bay, Apalachicola, Cedar Keys, and Tampa Bay oysters may
soon be as celebratedv in tha markets of _ngannah, Charleston, St. .
Louis, and the cities of the interior, as the “Saddle Rocks ” are

N in- New York; and instead of importing canned oysters and sar:
dines, and salt fish from the North, we may export hundreds of
thousands of dollars’ worth annually, and successfully compete in
‘the markets of the North with the products of any other portion
of the world. - S S
‘While such resources are suffered to lie dormant, the industrial
i : _iu_tgrests of the State must continue upjustly to bear the burdens
of government as heretofore. The sooner the representatives of
the people bring these latent resources into requisition, the sooner
will the people be relieved of taxation, and the State made pros-
perous and rich. ' . .

. HOMESTEADS.. ~

Axt :IX_., See. 1, provides that a- « homestead to the extént of
* on¢ hundred and sixty acres of land, or the half of one acre -
_within the limits of any incorporated city or ‘town, owned by
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the head of a family residing in this State, together with one
thousand dollars’ worth of personal property :md the improve-
ments on the real estate, shall be e:z:enq;ted from Jorced sale un-
. der any process of law. w
Notwithstanding this plain prowslon of the Constitution, oﬁi
cers of the law in numberless instances have levied npon the
household goods and possessions of poor families, and compelled
them to allow them to be sacrificed, or incur more expense for at-
torneys, and in defendmg their rights, than their whole property
was worth ; and in one instance of a poor colored man, after -
. spending all his property was worth in defending his case in
court, the officer compelled him to pay his cost of levy before
he would cease his demand upon the property.
I recommend that a2 law be passed -miaking it a’ mlsdemeauor, -
for an officer to-seize and hold property thus exempted. -
* 1 also recommend that homesteads be granted to actual set-
 tlers upon the State lands upon the same terms as now allowed
by thé United States government : '

* BPECIAL ELEC'I‘IONS

The law of 1868 p1ovxdes that the Governor shall ordex special
elections to fill vacancies in'the following cases: : ’
1st. ‘When there has besn no choice at the general election. -

' 2d. When the right of thé person elected to hold the oﬂ‘.ice
has’ ceased before the expiration of his term.

- 8d. Where a vacancy shall occur more than three months be-
fore the next geneml electlon “by death resignation, removal
or ‘otherwise.’

_ The election for Senator in the district composed of ‘Taylor
and Lafayette having been declared invalid by the Senate and
_a new election ordered, T proclalmed an election for that dlstuct— .
in March last, and M Sutton was declared elected ; “but the sys~ '
tem of violence and intimidation which has 1esulted in the as-
sassination of the County Judge of Lafayette county, and Capt. -
Whitfield and several other friends of the government in Tay-
lor -county, pxe(,ludes the idea of an unbiased and free choice
without the presence of a strong pohce fm ce, wlnch 1 could not ‘

find means to or ganize. | ‘

Electlons Wele ordered also to fill vacancles by death resigna- -
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, tidn, and removal of members of Assembly in the counties. of
Jackson, Calhoun, Columbia, Marion, and Sumter, to be held
on ‘the 19th of Dec_gmber, :md returns have been received from
all but Calhoun. . -

In the cage of Marion couuty, the people and 'l.llthOllt.leS of
the county:. replesented that a member elected at the regulur
election had 1emoved from the county immediately after his
electlou and taken up_his residence in another portion of the

. State, and an election was demanded which I aceordingly oi-
de1ed I suppose it will not be denied that when a person vol-
untar 11y leaves his abode and takes up his residence in another -
dlstucb he vacates . his office, at least: after having acquired a

* residence i in the new district. There being no personal or po-

- litical issue involved, I hope a precedent may be established

. upon proper plmmples ‘When one is compelled to abandon his

~ residence on account of violence and threatened injury, and seck
“a tempmaly asylum outside his district, of course the case. is
dlﬁ'elent
I_JEGISLA’ITIVE EECORDS.

I again invite you to provide a more stringent means of pro-.
tecting the legislative records and papers from mutilation,
fraudulent .endorsement; or surreptitious removal or ‘destrue:"
tion,. Tt-should be made a felony for an officer or member of

the: Legxslatme, or any - officer, of the government to change,
suppress, mutilate, purioin, or m any manner contribute to de-

fraud ;the- w111 of: the majority. - Clerks. have been known -to
. alter bills in engrossing and- emolhn ; jour nals have failed to
give a correct record of proceedings; members have removed

" and suppressed- bills ‘during or on their passage, and after pas-

, sage, before -they could be signed by the presiding officers.
Bills. after passage and eurollment have been found deposited,
miopths;after adjournment, in- the puvate desk of the secretm‘y

' of ‘one of the bodies.

" S ROADS, - : ' :

d,l}mW now ex1stmg is. s found ‘impracticable and almost
It should be revised and rendered practical, so

count.y commissioners may have means to keep the-
roq.ds and bndges in repair.
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.LAW OF LIBEL.

Laws have been enacted to prohibit the carrying of concealed
weapong, but they are inoperative while men are permitted to
assail private character and publish libels of the grossest kind
with no effective legal remedy or plotectlon for the assailed.
“When a man- finds no adequate redress in the law for wrongs,
he is apt to resort to force and seck bummaly Jusl.u,e outmde
and in violation of law. -

In no State of the Union has such license beeu taken with
private chamctex,‘ and such base and malicious assanlts been
f : indulged in by prominent men and by the press as have charac-
' ‘terized this State suu,e the maucrmanon of Repubhcau govern-
ment.’

GRAN D J URORS,

Elthel the glzmd jury system should be a]toge(ber abolished
, _ and criminals arraigned directly before- the magistrate or court,
" or proper safeguards should be placed around it so as to prevent
‘ - 1ts subversion to individual ends or malicious purposes, aid thus
made an engme of opplessnou 1athe1 than a bulwalk of plote(,-
tion.
\ . In the Umted States Dlstuct Court, the dlscreuon given to
f— - the District Attorney to'apply or dispense with the “ test oath”
' "has placed it within the power of that individual, with the assist-
ance of the United States Marshal, to mould the grand jurors at
~ his will, and this power has been used to wrong and oppress
citizens of the State, innocent of ¢rime, and cause ‘enormous un-
vecessary cost.to the federal government.

In one of the circuits of this State, (the 2(],) also, Iam ad—
v15ed that, by overriding the Iaw and imposing new tests not
‘mominated therein, the judge and attorney have taken control of

" the selection of the grand jury, and inthe sanie manner made it
- subjeet to their own will.

- The plopl‘lety or impropriety of the test does not affect the

case. It is the power to impose or dlspense with it at will by
- the attor ney orthe Judrre after the venire has been made up, that
. destroys the dignity, independence, and 1mpa|tlal character of
b C 'the_]my, and renders it a vehicle for per sonal malice and ll)JllStlce.
T do not know that further legislation »lS, necessary or can be
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made adequate to remové the difficulty ; but if it cannot be cor
rected, the Constitution should be amended and the gr and Jury
abollshul altogether. '

THE BOAI'D OF I'ARDOVS,

Consisting. of the Governor Attomey-Genoml, 4nd judges of the
Suplcme Court, or a majority of them, of which the Governor
was one, ha\ e glauted during the present year, six p.n‘dons of
convu,ls in the penitentiary, and one for marder. .
_ ... 'This last was the case of Parker Durden, convxcted at Pensa-
o co]a -The evidence in the case, as taken fz om the records and
'ﬂLud before the board, showed a clear case of justifiable homlcldu,
- and t,he board unammouhly granted a parden.
One death warrant, two reprieves for sixty days, and threo
‘gusponsmns of fines have been graited by the Governor. -
~ A list of these cases is appended, marked A.
C . BECRETARY OF KTATE. o
" The recmdq of the Secretar y of State’s office show that a large
. amoutit uf work has” been done. 332 commissions have been

jssded the past yun and 14,863 letters have been written; 94 -
' f';l eslgn‘at,lous lecen ed .md ﬁled 51 1emov'ﬂs made, and 30 other

’DIS'.I.R!BUTION OF .LAWS AND REPOR’I‘S

7 > esent system of distribution of the laws and reports of the
- Suprenie Courr. is Wasteful aud extr avagant I recommend the

olaote
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there isnolaw for thc election of . Presidential Electors, and as
the election takes place duung the present year, the dehuency‘
should Ue supplied by a law authorizing buch election at the time
of the gencml ‘election in NO\ ember.

g STATE PENITENTIARY.

No 1nst1tut10n has been more salutary in its beneﬁts to so-

clety than the State Pemtentlaly Tt was opened under great

embarrassments, when crime was more prevalent from the results

of the war than ever before. The State had no buildings nor

-money to crect them, still the courts convicted and sent up
scores of criminals, By favor of the War Depaltmcnt I ob-
tained ‘the use of. the abandoned arsenal and property at Chat-

. tahoochee, whlch since, has been gmnted to the State by Con-
gress.

when the State is least able to bear it.

I invite attention to the report'of the Adjutant-General on

this subJect when it shall be laid before you. The condition of
tha finances will not admit.of an expenditure for cells and other
necesqaly append‘wes of a State prison at present, but as goon
as possﬂ)le they should be provided for.

"The cost of wmaintaining the prison has been nearly quadru-
pled hy the " paymeuts in serip instead of ¢ash. An -1dopt10n of
the cash’ system will reduce the expenses $19,000 per acnum.’

I lecomlmnd that the Adjutant-General be constituted
‘warden of the State prison, without additional pay, and thus
) dlspeme with the salmy of warden, wluch will save over $2,000

per annum.
SOUTH FLORIDA RAILWAY.

n Novembel last, the T101 ida Railroad Company dlql)osed of
1ts 1r; .uuhlse to extend its road to Tampa aud Charlotte Harbor
to a new company, who' have undertaken to construct the 103(1
to, Ocalalmmedmte]v and from thence to Tampa carly ther eaftel.
I h.lvc 1ece1ved Advices flom the State Eugincer in Boston that
1 000 tons of iron are now being shipped, and will be in Fernan-
-dma with spikes, chairs, &e. suﬂ]uwb for ten miles of the road,
- duri mg the present month.. :

‘he company has advised me of their purposc to avail- them-

\

This pr operty is worth at least $50,000, and saves expcndlture ‘
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"selves of the benefit of the law granting State aid as fast as they

proceed with the completion of the road, and we may reasonably
hope that witbin .the year this impoertant thoroughfare wxll be
-opened to Tampa Bay. :

The report of the Attorney- Gencl al, herewith submitted, con-
tains some- valuable suggestions connected with the laws, to

-which I invite your-attention.

"The report of the Ad_]utnnt G‘reneml has been dela.ye(l by the
non-receipt of the report of the war (]u} of the penitentiary, and -
by his absence in attendance upon the United States Court at
Jacksonville, but will be handed in, in a few days. Tt will be

- found that the militia has. been cﬁlctlvely 01ganwed in nearly

all t,he counties, and that the interests committed to his charge

are all falthful]y administered.

The reports of the Treasurer and Comptlollel are herew1th
submltted The latter exhibits an anomalous charactel—a: State

-officer whose sworn duty is to foster and sustain the ﬁnanclal

credit and honor of the State openly’ arrayed against those in-
terests, and concealingthe resources and advantawes, while at-
temptma to magmfy tbe indebtedness of the State. The car,
of 1)1ospeuty and plOO‘] ess inay for a time be hindered .and de-
]ayed by such efforts, but the vitali ty and energy of Republican
institutions will’ u]tlmanely crowd it for wald with clushmg force
and ever accelelatmn' 8peed over all such obstacles. Inla few
years such pelaons w1lL be as little at hqmc amid the swelling
tide of plospel ous devdopment in Flor 1da as was Rip. Van| Win-
kle, after hig mp, in 1etummo to: e the Village of Falhng
Waters.” : ; :

C In (.onc]uswn ocntlcmen of the Lemslatu.c, allow. me t'o ex-
press the hope thatall your deliberations may be harmonious and .
characterized by that lofty patriotism which should govern the
Tepresentatives of a great State; that your session will be short,
economical, and effectivein serving the best interests of the State;
that all special legislation will be avoided, and such genclal :

laws- only will be enacted as the experience of the past has

shown to be n?cessmy to the interests of the people; and in all
such, T pledge you the hO‘lI‘ty co-operation of the Emcutlve and

I invbke on your councils the blessing of the Most, Hlorh G‘rod
0 wvhom all must, ﬁually account for their stewardship.

" H ARRISON REED
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- PARDONS FOR .1871.

®o NAME. - ' ORIME, WHERE CONVICTED. WHEN CONVICTED. SEXTENCE., ?";'f,’;ml;f_n' ’ . TERMS.

1 |George Morris. Fornlcation........ viesser... Gadeden county... gp Term C. C.,1869 State Penttentiary. Jénnnry 29. 137]‘15,,“ p:;rﬂon..

2 !Jack Robinson. Malicious mischief.......... Jeffereon county... Fall T'm C C.. 1870 State Penitentiary. March 20, 1871, I'all pardon .,

&' Mack Tnomas. Lascivions cohabitation..... Jefferson conmy... Fall T'mC.C.. 1870 State Penitentinry. Mav 16.1871... Pull pardon

4 Richard Broxey Munelanghter...... “eeeduen .. defferson connty,., sall T'm C. C, 1869 8ta:e Penitentury. May 15, 18%1.. Full parden.

6 Jus, A, Harvey Adultery........ . e Qrange county. ... Fall T'm C. C , 1869 State Pent'y € years June-2, 1871.... Full pardaon.

6 John C. Rouse. Aresult'with intentto murder LaFayette connty.. Sp. TermC. C.. I1n71| State Pent'y 2 years (Jctober 2. 1871 Paym’t of ine

7 _Parker Dorden. Mnrder... ... .. ..., ... Beeambin cotnty... Fall T'm-. € 1571/Death ..., . :o. Nov'r 18, 1871, ¥all pardon. ..... ......

DEATH WARRANTS FOR 1871. g

. ) . -y UPON WHOM WHERE  CON- ¢ cox 1 v WABRANT Is- WIEN mxm-
xXo. NAME, ORIXE, COMMITTED. viorzp, ' WHEN co“v?c'mn. sm‘u‘mcz. A SUED, CormE

1 Williﬁm C. Seott... Murder... Roaemﬁll : g}aﬂin and Duval county.. ¥p.Term C.C., 1871"1‘0 be executed Oct. 27,1871 Oct. 29, 1871 Qct. 97, 1871,
- . _two children, . . ! L

REPRIEVES FOR 1871,

No. : NAME, ) CRIME, WEERE CONVICTED, - WHEN CONVICTED. | WHEN REPRIEVED.| TO WHAT TIME.
1 Jacob N. Driggers.......... ...lgow stealing... .. Manatee county..... Jiivoe. Fall Term C. Counrt, 18%1... Novembher10, JSTI.IJan_nnry 9, 1872..
2 Richard ¢ room .. ..., ... ... alae imprisonm’t Jefferson.conrty. .. ..., . Fall verma C Conrt. 1871, .. 'Mecember 8 1871, 'Febrnavy 5, 187,

' SUSPENSION OF FINES FOR 187,

No. NAME. . . cRmE, °  WHERE CONVICTED.| WHEN OONVICTED. |DATE OF BUSPENSION.] =~  mimr,

1 Auctin Digon.......... Assault withintenttoXdll. ... ... .. Leon connty,...... Tal! Term C. C., 1870.|Jannary 95, 1871.... |Until farther arders
2 lereel Stephen... .....|Larceny............. ....... eenee. Jefferson ¢y, . |Spr'g Term C. C., 1869, February 10, 1871....1Tn'il furrher orders

- 3 Welllngion Young..... Malicious mischicf ... .. . «re« SUwauDee couuty.. |Fall Torm C. €., 1871.. October 97, 187 ++ Uptil further orders )
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TABUTAR STATEMENT exhibiting the number of commissions and
other 017' icial papers z.s.sued stucethe 1st duy of Junuary, 1871,

Cubiteb .o ciiiiii ciieaaas 3 Nusmber of laws Flovida, (Extm

" Peniteniiary. . ’ 1|session 1869, ) issucd to ollicers in-
Judges Civeuit Court 1 the St e iienin e, 718
Stute Attorneys..... GINumber of laws Flovida, {Regular
Commissioners of De 24| session 1870,) issued to oflicers
S8tate Nuturies Public. . 2 mthedtale..ooviinena. oo 1,004
,Judg-anunt\ Cuurts. 17 Number of laws Florida, (Extra
Clerks of Gireuit Courts.........  "20] session 1870,) i~sucd to oﬂi«_ms
Sheriffs....o.oiiiiianaa, e 20| duthe SIate...iiiiiiieiieeeann 1,087
Assessors of Taxes.......... teees  HiNumber of laws Tiorida, (Regalar -
Collectors of Revenue . 33| wscssion 1871,) issued 10 officers
‘County Treasurers,...o.oveueen.s 17| inthe Stwle,..c.ovieiiinanens 728
Superintendents of Common . |Number of laws Florida, issued to

Schools............ caees 20 thedift=rent S1ates und Teriito-
County Surveyors 61 .ries bound volumes of 1369, *70,
Auctioneers, ... .ooeiiiiiiinienns L I 6 N A RN 60

- Notaries . Public 24{Codes of Provedur- fasued....... 60
County Commissioners.. ... 114| Number of copics of l‘humpbuu s
Justives of the Pewe. .., ... 69| Digest issued to officers in the
Comunissioners of Pilotage. . 10] Btate.....oiiiiiiiiieiiiianann 128
Tnspee ors of Lumber. ... ... LY Number of copics of Codes of Pro-

“ Constables....... cedure issued to officers in the
Comnnissions, Bxtra, P 11T - 29
Resignations...luveeiiininecins 9 Number of books reeeived {ron
Removals,..... Teeae 511 othier Stules as_exchangues, for.
Proclaniions.c..voinaee. .o 8] uscol'the State Library........ 273
Requizitions...cooliiiiinnens 21 Number of Jaws of Floridu 1868, un
Orders for arrest on Requisitivns. Tl band. oo ieiniiin e nann ,

- Pardond. .. ...e..... e iereann 7| Number of laws of Florida, 1869,
Deathh Warvants..... veveerneee -l onmhand.liliiiiiaiiieen ke

- Reprieves........ . 2|Number of laws of Florida, (extra )
Buspension of Fines. ...o....... 8] scxsion 1869,) on ynd......... 483
Lelters written frow J: wary, 1st Nuwmber of luw» of Florida 1870 un

1870, 10 Junuury, 1s1 1872...... 4,863] hand.....oiciieianierneaenns 106
Number of tuws Floriida, (:ession Numt-er of lawse of Floridu, (extra
/1868) isstied to Oﬁitt‘la through- - resslon 1870,) on hund......... 113
outthe State,.....cooo.onet 119{Number of laws ut' Florida, 1871,
Nunmiber of laws Florida, (Regular -~ |' on Band.....coiveeen... N 477
session 1869,) issued to officers Thompsou® sDwest.. B 1
throughout the State.......... 61 )

+ On motion of Mr. Bﬂlmgs the Jomt gession ad_)oumed
_The Senate returned to its Chamber, and, on motion, took
a'recess till 4 o’clock p. m.

FOUR 0’CLOCK, P.M.

«

The Senate resumed its session.
The President in the chair.
~ The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to
their names :
Messrs, Adflmfx, Billings, Cnawford Dennis qu'an, Ginn,
Hill, Hillyer, Jenking, Johnsen, Locke, MtKumon ‘Meacham,
Momgue MCLﬂ.bkﬂl Pmman Sutton and \Venl.woxth—ll.
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- The President appointed- Wailace 8. Weeks, page. »

Mr. Meacham moved that the SLuetzuy be authouzed to have
“the emol)mg of the Senate done; - —

‘Which was agreed to.

On motion, K 5. Waldron, recording clelk elect came forward
and ivas swom :

Also, Wm, T. V7 ebster, engrossing clerk, was sworn.

Mr. VVentwou:h offeled the followmrf 1ebolumon

Resolued That two hundred copxes of-the Governor’s BILssaae
with acwmpauymo dou,unents be printed for the use of .Sen-
‘ators, .

On ‘motion, the resolution was ﬁdopted U

Mr. Dennis offered the-following : S

Resolved, That the Ser ‘geant-at-arms be nuthouzed to p1 ovide
-wabd and light for the use of the Seuate dmum the present ses-

sion, . : o .

On motion, the resolntlon was adopted.
Mr. Dennis offered the following :

Lesolved, That reporters for the Press be muted to seats
within the bar of the Senate, and that the Sergeant-at-arms be
instructed to furnish each with all necessar y accommodauons

" On motion, the resolution was adopted.
On- motxon ‘the Senate ad_,omned to ten o clock to-mouow

FRID AY, .J aﬁ aary .5.

The Senate met parsuant to 'I.C]JOlllnmeDt

The President in the chair.

Prayer'by the Cl)nplam

The roll was called, and the followmn' Senatms answeled to
their names :

Messrs. Billings, Crawford, Dennis, Eagan, Ginn, Hendelqon
Hillyer, Jenkins, Johnson, LocLo M(Knmon Meacham Mo.

ragne, McC.lsLﬂl Pearce, Pmrnan Sutton, \-Vceks and Went- -

wor Lh—19

On motion, the reading of the Jomnal was (hspensed w 1th
the Journal correeted and. approved.

A message was received from the Gov ernof.

M Llllums offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appomted by the
President. to inquire into and re eport concerning the validity of
the sale of the Pensacola and Georgia R.nhoad in 1869, the con-




