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REPORT
OF TIIE

COM) MISSIONER OF LANDS AND IMMIGRA.TION..

To lHis Excellency hITknisoNN REED,

Governor of Florida:
SIR:-In accordance with the laws of the State, I have

the honor to submit the following report in regard to Imlni-
gration and the Pnblic Lands, the duties of Commissioner of
Immigration and Surveyor General having, by the amend--
ment of the Constitution, devolved upon me as Commission-
er of Lands and Immigration:

TIMIGRATION.

nImmigrationi into the Southern States has been hindered
by a variety of causes, differing in character and effect ill
the different localities. In some of the States well founded
2nd -prldent regalrd for health, in others, distrust of the
financial prosperity and soundness, and generally apprehen-
sions in regard to personal safety, have operated as obstacles
retarding the progress, and diminishing the amount of immi-
gration that was reasonably expected by those fully aware
of the attractions offered.

In recent years our own State -of Florida has received a
largelr proportionate share than most of the South, and as
large as any with one or two exceptions. With us, from the
very termination of the war, the rate of increase firom imnni-
gration has been steadily and regularly increasing, and mlore
especially so since the organization of the Bureau of Immi-
nration .

Ill 1n60 the total population of the State was 140,123,
and, as appealrs troll an enumeration mlade in 1867, it had.
in seven years only, gained an increase of 13,536, or a little
less than 2,000 as its annual gain. But in 1870 the popu-
lation had increased to nearly 1S9,000, giving a grloss in-
crease of near 40,000 for three years, or an annual gain of
upwards of 19,000.

Thus, manifestly, since the organization of the Bureau.
the rate of increase which prevailed for seven years previ-
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ously has been multiplied by six, and it is not unreasonable
to attribute this decided increase to the operations of this
Department. Restricted, by its narrow financial scope, al-
most entire dependence is of necessity had upon its means
of collecting and distributing useful and authentic informa-
tion to those inquiring the desirability of Florida for a future
home or temporary residence; and undoubtedly the potent
results are very directly owing to the large amount of vari-
ous books and pamphlets distributed from the Bureau, and
the wide-spread and laborious correspondence of the Com-
missioner.

At the date of my last report, with a large number of
other books on hand, it had, as mentioned in the report, been
found expedient to prepare the publication of a pamphlet
embodying the results and observations of actual residents
in various parts of the State, as containing precisely the
information most necessary for and most desired by new
comners. Accordingly, I published an edition of 3,000 of the
"Colonist," supposing it would suffice to supply that par-
ticular demand for at least ten years; but the edition is
nearly exhausted, while the demand for it has steadily and
rapidly increased. It has become necessary to supply this
demand, and I have just issued a second edition of the Col-
onist, enlarged and improved, with a imap, copies of which
will be supplied to members of the Legislature; and an in-
spection'of the wvork will invite, and I think receive, gen-
eral approval. The book is closely printed in small type for
economy, but contains a large amnount of valuable selected
matter, and will accomplish its work.

An over estimate of the abstract valne of lands as lands,
if I may so speak, is one of the chief obstacles to the rapid
occupation and development of all the Southern States, and
we feel its effects very strongly in Florida. Many of ourt
citizens find themselves much straightened in their pecuniary
ability by the results of the war, and the absolute re-organi-
zation of the whole system of house labor -which has occurred.
Nu!nbers who still retain their large tracts of land, vwhiclh
seemed a necessity for successful cultivation of corn and cot-
ton under the old system, confess themselves to be unable
to cultivate the huge and remote plantations of old times,
but are not willing to part with a portion to increase their
power to properlyv farm the remainder, preferring to sell all
or none. On the other hand, unless they come in colonies,
immigrants from other sections are unwilling to invest in

1.i
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large tracts, and so investment and occupation are ob-
structed.

The experience of all new States and countries proves
conclusively that the one quarter of 2,000 acres of land
owned by one man, whether wild or cultivated, is worth
more in cash, after the other three quarters are occupied and
settled, than the whole tract would ever bring without such
occupation; and could the number of people in the State be
immediately doubled by a gratuitous distribution among a
number of tax-paying citizens, equal to the present number
of land-holders of the unoccupied land in the State, the State
would be benefited, and no individual would suffer loss.
But in the whole South, the policy prevailing in regard to
land seems to proceed upon an entirely different hypothesis;
individuals refuse to sell who yet would double their means

U *~'by offering to actual settlers alternate tracts of land upon
condition of settlement, while States regard with jealous
suspicion all grants for actual occupation and improvement,
as though uncultivated and waste land were a treasure iL

itself and tax-paying citizens not to be desired. That
Florida lands are in a sense valuable, no one acquainted
with them can doubt; but it is as true of these lands as of
lands anywhere, and universally-they are subject to one
invariable measure of value; the value of all lands is meas-
ured by the results that can be made to grow out of them.
What can be done with them? What can be produced from
themn What can they be sold for? These are the questions
whose answers determine the actual value of lands every-
where.

In documents issuing from this department, and fromnt oth-
er sources, a very high valuation has been put upon the lands
of this State, both for lumber and turpentine capacity, and
their ability to raise several of the most valuable known sta-
ple crops; but all this valuation is based upon the basis of
their occupation by industrious and energetic settlers, and
without this, the valuation made falls to the ground; and
this point deserves attention and illustration, for correct
views in relation to it have much to do with the futiure of
Florida.

AN ESTIMATE OF THE VALUE O0P FLORIDA LTANDS.

In 1867 there appeared a then present prospect of the im-
mediate completion of a railroad extending from the Apa-
lachicola river to Pensacola, reaching 154 miles along the
line of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad,
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being rapidly extended beyond Quincy, and undelr contract
westward under circumstances warranting a reasonable cer-

tainty of its completion to Mobile now within a very short
time. At that time Mr. Judah, a raillroad engineelr, with a

national reputation for competency and accuracy, made a

very laborious and careful examination of the route, and an

extended and valuable report, including an estimate of the

cost of construction, the probable business and the resources
of the road.

If constructed at that time, the road would have been en-
titled to some 500,000 acres of U. S. land, and 100,000 acres

of swvamp and overflowed lands firom the State; and in mak-
ing his estimate of the resources of the road, he of course in-
cludes an estimate of the amount-of lumber which would
depend upon the road for transportation, as being easily ac-

cessible therefirom, and the value of lumber, timber and land
of the 600,000 acres which it was supposed would become
the propertv of the road. Extracts from this report of Mr.
.Jucdah are valuable because they furnish data for a presetet
reasonable estimate of the value of Florida lands, generally,

although the report contemplates lands which, beyond Jack-

son county, have without sufficient reason long and very

generally been considered as of less value than the average
of land in the State.

I give the extracts in full that the basis of the engineer's

estimates may appear and prove or displrove the conclusions
reached, and thus the value of the lands in the estimation of

a careful, competent and practical business man may fully ap-

pear; for it is of special importance to Florida that the value of
her lands to the lumberman, the railroad and the farmelr
should be more widely knowvn.

" VTalue of the La nds.

" The value of these lands can with difficulty be conrrectly

estimated. Their value is two fold. They)- possess at the

present time an intrinsic value, whichl is estimated at $1.25
per acre. But the construction of a railroad through them
imrmediately confers an additional value which is difficult to
determine, it being dependent on-

F'irst, the value of the natural lproductions now giowing

upon them, (viz: yellow pine lumber and turpentine) with
the facilities for getting them to malrket.

iSecondly, uponI their fertility or capability of raising the

natural agricultural productions of the country after the
timber shall have been taken off.

2*



Th/ve½dly, upon the inducements offered to settlers and the
amount of settlement that can brought on to them."

These questions are briefly answered by stating-

First, The lumber 'on these lands fit for cutting into saw-
logs is sufficient to furnish alone a profitable business to the
road, which will require five daily lumber trains to carry to
mnarket the increase, or to transport it as fast as it grows,
givi g a Perpetual supply.

Seconcdly, It can be shown that the fertility of the soil is
not surpassed b`y that of the best western lands, and yield,
with an equal amount of labor and care, as much if not more
profit as can be made per acre on the best western lands.

Thircdly, The lumber business will induce that kind of
immigration most needed to develop the fertility of the soil,
and the position of the line upon the nearest anid best high-
way from New York to New Orleans, renders it easy of ac-
cess, while the market for the staple productions of the soil
is inexhaustible and not subject to thle fluctuations to which
the grain market is liable, and the healthfulness of this sec-
tion of the country is unexcelled, and the climate unsur-
pamssed.

One great advantage which these lands possess over
wvestern lands lies in their ability to produ ce six great staple
productions, the most valuable known, and of which the
supply cannot equal the demnmd ; while the western lands
produce but two great staples, viz: wheat and corn. The
construction of the road also gives the advaniltage of a market
on lothi the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico.

These staples are yellow pine lumber, turpentine, cot-
ton, tobacco, sugar and rice, in addition to which mary be
enumerated, among other productions, hay, corn, oats, pota-
toes, orannges bananas, ,fig, peaches, quinces, and many
othei t cpmcal fr-uits which can be grown nowhere else in
the United C;qates as well as here.

NeiN ari tlhe entire body of these lands is covered wvith a
deu'c ou Si~o i o yellow pine i imher of a quality un Isuirpassed
by thait of'in v other State in the Union. rile principal
lumlbe tt U de of Florida is carried on from Santa Rosa county
nearly the entire population of which is engaged in and de-
pendeunt upon this trade for' their suppo t. Some of the
largest mulid finest lumber mills anywhere to be found in the
United States aire in operation in this count), the principal
amonric whihrellie located upon the Llackw ter river, in the
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vicinity of the town of Milton, which is situated near the
month of the Blackwater and at the bread of the navigable
waters of Pensacola Bay.

" The amount of lumber amnnally shipped from this dis-
trict is about 50,000,000 feet per ear, yieldbigi upwvard of
$500,000 to the nmannfact urers and costing the mill-owne's,
delivered in time log, upwards of $ft,000. T le los to sup-
ply thlein' Ilmber are principally cut upon tie margins of the
Blackwater and Yellowwater rivers and their tributaries.
The cutters, seldom go further than on-e and a half miles
back from the mtiargeinis of the i'ivcrs. The timber on the mar-
grins of the rivers is smtaller anid not of so good a quality as
that grroini further back fromt the riveis.

These lois contain an averaoCe of about 200 feet when
cut into lumbler ; tie minimum himit of size is that the log:s
be large eniough to square one foot. It s esti mated that time
loas at a mldstamimmee of six to ten miles worn the river will yijeld
aLbout 2i50 D. M. feet of a better qnality than now furnished.

Trees will f'ni'nishm fromt two to three logs per tree) but
for purposes of thin estinmlate, they are considered to vield 2
logps per tree. The mill s generally} buy tlmeii loggs by eon-
tract, pvirmog ' pr 1 AT M feet for them delivered. Those mills
cuttimi their own lost; fromn lands ownied by themnselves find
that it co'ts hiem about the samne price.

" Thlm best of thje timber lying near the ma'rgins of the
mivers is becomnin' exi'iustedf, so that the cutters thee oblioed
to -o fumlthei back, amd consequently to haul the logs tar-
thler, in conmequenee of which they re preparing to demand
$5 per Ml. feet, and the mills will soon be obliged to pay
the increased price.

The Black amid Yellowwater rivers run mmorthwvestwardl-Y-
througll Sanita Rosa county, averagging about 12 miles apart.
The timber on the margins has been principally cut for about
one and a half miles back. The timbl~er lying between is tin-
tonched, is larger and of a quality superior to that growing
upon the streanis. It is proposed to locate the line of this
i'oad about midway between these two rivers running north-
westwardly throughi the county. Time nature of the country
will admit of tlis. TIme lands belonging to time company
will, therefore, comprise a portion of the best timrber lands
in the county.

"1 It is proposed to furnish this 50,000,000 feet of lumber
in the log to these mills by railroad. It is believed that the
logs cut from this section will yield 250 feet each. To sup-
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ply the amount will, thelrefore, require 200,000 logs cut fiomn
100,000 trees, or about 650 logs daily. Allowing each loll
to contain 300 feet B. MI. before being sawed, and it gives
the ai-nount of 1952000 feet B. Af. as the daily quantity to be
hauled.

" The weigt of the lumbelr manufactured is about 2 tons
per MI. feet, but it is here estimated, in olrder to be safe, at 3
.tons per M. feet in the log. This wvill give the quantity of
58 tons to be hauled by railroad. Allowing each car to be
loaded with 10 tons, then 60 car loads per day would sup-
ply the mills. Two daily lumber trains of 30 ears each
would then supply the demand.

' The grades through Santa Rosa county will be light and
ic-ce ndinrg towards the marlet.

" Wzfe will assume that 20 miles of road are first built, the
taverage haul upon which Mill be ten miles. The prices at
ffIcsenllt paid for cuntting are ten cents perl log. The haull of
this timber to the railload would for the first year or two be
comlparatively little, as the logs would be cut firom the im-
mediate vicinity of the road. It is estimated that for the
first five years the cost would not average to exceed 25 cents
per log or $1 per M. feet.

"Thus, then, we find the cost of 1 Al., 13. Al., of luitbee
as follows:

Clttillg 4 log, at 10 cents ........................ $ .40
LHauling 4 logs to railroad at 25 cents.............. 1.00
Loading the slume on cars at 5 cents ............... .20

Or, cost of logs loaded on cars, per M. feet.......... $1.60
Assuming railload charges for hauling to be 4 cents

per tonl per mile, the average distance of hauling
to be 10 miles, and the cost of railroad chargres is.. $1.20

mraking the total cost of luniber delivered in log $2.80 per MA. feet.

" Thus it is found that after making a liberal allowance
to the railroad for their charges, there results a net profit to
the company of $1.20 per Mf. feet. At the present prices of
logs, Viz., $4, this on 50,000,000 feet per year armounts to

60, 000, which will pay the interest on the $200,000 of
bonds authorized to be issued by the company at 7 per cent.,
and accumulate a fund sufficient to retire them il five yealrs,
leaving the whole of the earnings, after deducting necessary
expenses, to be applied to dividends.

"It is believed that permanent contlract, can be made
with the mills for supplying their logs -at $5 per AI. feet,
which wouldl give an additional profit of $2u,u00 per year.
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The greatest average haul by raillroad will not exceed 20
miles, and the greatest extreme haul 40 miles, showing the
entire length of road, 154 miles, to be available for hauIling
lumber.

" Tavigablez Points from wZhich Luizmber can be Shipped.
" There alre four points on the line of the road from which

manufactulred lumber can be shipped, viz:
" 1st. Junction of the Alabama and Florida Raillroad.
! 2cl. The Blaekwater river, 15 miles flrther.
" 3d. The Chattahoochee river. 80 miles tfrther.

4th. The Apalachicola river, 59 mile fuirther.
" 'l'hus it will be seen that the longest division of country

to be hauled over is between Milton and the Chattahoochee
river, a distance of 80 miles. Assuming that lumberl is
hauled each way on this division, ant the extremne length of
each sub-division would be 40 miles, the average ]laul upon
which would be 20 miles.

' Points woAest' Saw-mills cazn be Esta7vblished ancd Lumb6er
S7h2ipped to Nacdvigabl7e TItFes.

U "( There are several points whl-lere thle railroad w-ill cross
streams ant rivelrs not navigable for sailing -c:Jls, but
available for rafting doawn logs, some of which leach into
Alabamrna and Georlgia, and upon which glrow large quanti-
ties of pine timber, which will furnishl a supply for railroadcl
transpolrtation entilrely independent of' that estimated as be-
longing to the railroad company. These points are the Shoal
river, with its branches, the blranches of the C'loetalwhatchee,
Hiolmes' Creel, tle Chipola and its branches and the blranches
of the Chattahoohee and Flint livelrs, with several mlinor
streams and creeks.

"These points are available locations for saw-mills, de-
pending upon their lsupply lnot C)nly l011 the railroad lands,
but also lupOn the lands lyiing uponl those streams, above the
railroad, in Alabama and Georgia.

"' QiL:titty Of LLm7Zber' 0. 2o LandZS.

A" llowintg 20 trees pelr acre fit flor cutting into saw-iogs,
averaging 500 feet D. M. per tlree, ant the quantity amounts
to 6,000 millions of feet of Inlnber, which is worth mallu-
factured, at only $12, $72,000,000. At only five trees per
acre, the quantity is 1,250,00U0,000 feet of lumber, worth
mannfactured $18,000,000. Allow it wolrth ;'2.50 per M.
feet standing and it will pay the whole cost ol' thle road.

I s__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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'Cat but one tree per acre per year and it affords an annual
,yield of 300,000,0090 feet, or about one million feet per day,
to transport which would tax the road to its utmost capaci-
ty, givinu about three thousanc d tons per day, or nearly one
million tons per year.

" It is also the fact that timber inakes anew, again in frdm
20 to 25 years; or that after going over a, body of timber
cutting off that lar-ge enough for saw-logs, leaving the
smaller timber, this smaller timber will 'have grown suit
ficiently in from 20 to 25 years to yield another supply
equal to the, first.

ccSpar timber exists niow,,here in greater abundance or of
better quality than upon these lands. Nearly all the land
lying on the streams haviniog been exhagsted of this artticle,
the spar timber along the railroad will be brought into iim-
mediattle requisition when the road is built. Heavy Euro-
pean contracts have been filled froom this locality, and con-
tracts can he obtained to any extent that can be filled.
Good ssalrs bring from $j,1010 to ,$300 each. Reliable parties
who have traversed these lands have asser ted that they have
seen lands wvihere twelve spaots could he, cut from an acre.
These spani are 'aldncless nwow\, 'nd 0will remain so until the
eonstruction of the roaid, wihe that trade will be brought
into fill activity: and every acr2 of land that heas a spar on
it sIhounid be worth fro'n one imncitred to three hundred dol-
lam1- per acre. All aitn h iit one spar can be cut from each
live amcrez aud it j L25,C 000 spnuis, wvhi(4 at oldy $100
caci are worth $,5' c00,o at tide-wa-,ter. It is not u-nlike-
lv timit- dile land ma:,: Sry i an average of one spa per acre,
uhich woould give us the valie of syai timber alone, stand-
incg, of ',50r0,000. The spaots of Florida are well known
in ESt ope, and are, believed to be equal to any in the United
Sitates.

" The value of such a domain as this can scarcely be esti-
mated, and if a thorough examination confirmis a present
reasonable belief, time value of the lumber alone on these
lands wil exceed the total aggregate cost of the Illinois
Central Railroad."

Such is the estimate, npt of an enthusi-last, but of a sober,
active business man, and without a doubt the estimate is
well founded. But it will be noticed tint all these esti-
mates are made upon the supposition, not only that the
lands are made accessible by the completion of the greae
Railroad running East and West through the State, but that
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they are handled by active, intelligent men). We are apt to
be satisfied with the contemplation of' such estimates ant
readily accept their truth, while we forget the inevitable
condition of occupancy upon which they all rest. The truth
is lost sight of that while such lands are of untold value to
the State, their value is not direct and intrinsic, but indirect
and comes to the State, if at all, through their occupancy
by tax-paying citizens. Without this, they arc of no more
value to the State than so much absolute desert, or a spot
upon the sun. But put then under the direction and man-
agement of busy, industrious tax-paying citizens, who clear
and cultivate them, and by their own skill and energy carve
out of them that actual wealth upon the contributions of
which through tie taxes levied tile State subsists, and thleir
value, before imaginary, becomes ical atIer actual. And thils
fa(ct becomes pertctly clear when by the side of such an es-
timate are placed such Thets as these 

The Ri. R. lands are equal in value as a -whole to the lainds
wh'r-lose value is above estimated v yet, accessiole us they are,
the prloceeds of the annual sales for tile ilast five yeni's have
.ot been suthicient to pay the tnaxe 'inposed t ereon in tlie
same time.

A- large tract of Inter-nal npimrJovmc~ nt laudn1, iornccrly
bestoved ripen the P. & 4- . R., contu Ining' seine e !cel-
lent lands, are at this mom-ient advertised foi taxes.

The State land's, having been in maiket Tom Very manly
ye-ars, at pr-ices durjnr the ivar as lo-w s telfl centr, and from
that to $10 per 1'aei, nave yleldcd mii-e to tue r-tzte from
taxes than fromn their purchase pi-ice.

And alt this timie hun'ndreds of thousands of acres niow in i
the hands of corporations anti individnals may he bought at
25 per cent, of the price asked by the State -for simnilar lands,
and at 50 ncr cent, of the value assessed upon them for pur-
poses of taxation.

* BAnd, judging by the experience of' the -Western ant
Northwestern States, the taxes levied upon unoccupied
lands will eat up their value once in every live years.

It is by no means difficult to illustrate this truth, although1
it is not generally credited. Suppose two tracts of land
of same value and under the same circumstances, each of 100
acres and each at same price of $125 : Let one remain vacant
in thepossession of the State for five years from a given date,
vitlont any change of circumstances it will remain un-
chainged in value, and at the end of live years be worth the
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same $125. Sell the other to an industrious working set-
tler of ordinary prudence, and at the end of five years the
100 acres by improvement have become worth $1,250. The
occupant has accumulated personal property to the amount
of $1,000, and has consumed $2,000 worth of produce in
sustaining his family, contributing so much to the current
business of community, while he himself according to the
average estimate of statisticians is worth to the State $1,000.
The first 100 acre tract thus, at the end of five years, is
worth $125, while occupation has caused the other to add
$5,375 to the resources of the State, and in the course of
the five years tlhe last will have contributed through taxa-
tion the sumi of $i265, or more than twice the value of the
unocunpied tract to the State.

Such and many more illustrations could easily be given,
all tending to show the immediate and exceeding value to
any State of all measures taken to bring within its borders
a strong and steady flow of immigration from abroad, that
always has and always will by occupation and development
so powerfully and directly invigorate and increase all the
resources of the State.

Unable by the establishment and support of expensive
agencies abroad to affect the streams of immigration at their
sources and within those countries from which they mainly
take their origin, we are restricted to those means which can
be put in operation here, at home. Among these means the
most prominent as well as the most effectual are the diffu-
sion of reliable knowledge of the value of our lands, the in-
crease of the means of access to them, and the reduction of
the terms at which they can be obtained.

So far as regards the dissemination of authentic informa-
tion in regard to our inducements to settlers, much and good
work has been done through the direct operations of the
Commnissionler, and indirectly by the encouragemenllt whlich
has been extended to associations organized for the express
or incidental purpose of introducing actual settlers into the
State; and this necessary work can easily proceed under the
natural working of the law organizing the Bureau.

And both the other means of facilitating immigration,
viz: by improving the means of access and reducing the
terms of purchase, can probably be accomplished as well and
as certainly through the completion of the great works of in-
ternal improvement now projected ; as in any other way for
the value of lands, whether used for lumbering, for turpen-
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tine, or for the raising of Crops, is as effectually increased by
facilitating their access to markets as by actually redcuing

* - the price at which they can be purchased. The value of a
bale of cotton or barrel of syrup is increased by building a
railroad or canal so as to bring a market 50 miles nearer

fi by just as much as the hauling for the 50 miles would cost.
All those companies which have organized for the perfec-

tion of works of internal improvement in other States, have
been assisted by connty, State or internal grants of land,
and the possession of lands has in itself operated to make
the rapid introduction of immigration and the occupation
and cultivation of their lands a matter of direct and imnpor-
taut interest, thus inaking their in terest and that of the State
in immigration identical; for the business of the railroads
and the resources of the State alike depend upon the pur-
c;hase price of the lands and the proceeds of their cultiva-
tion. Thus the Illinois Central, the Hannibal and St. Jo-
seph Railroads,* and others of the Great Western and the
North Western Railroads, have proved absolutely the most
efficient possible agents for promoting the purchase, occupa-
tion and improvement of those western territories whose
progress and developmnent has been a continued surprise to
the world. These roads thus of necessity and oat of an in-
evitable regard for the promotion of their own corpor~ate
interests, becolme active and thoroughly organized O>M eia-
tions for immigration, working directly in the intele2tb of
the State.

From the peculiar typograp)hy of the southern portion of
Florida, and its locatioin directly betwCeen the easterly rain-
bearing winds of the Atlantic, ancd the westerly winds of the
Gulf, it receives and retains a very large annual rain-fall,
for the outside, or coast portion of the Peninisula, is more
elevated than the interior, and the outlets being few and
mnore or less obstructed bv the luxuriant growth of those
semni-tropical regions, the inner portions are more or less
suibmerged, and hence the Everglades characteristic features
of South Florida are supposed by strangers to represent the
general character of the State.

But the botton of the whole bed of the Evelglades is snf-
ficiently elevated above the ocean level, although below the
level of the coast region, to adtnit of the drainage of im-
mense sections of land, now utterly worthless fioro submner-
sion, which *pon the accomplishmellt of thorough drainage
will supply a vast extent of capital sugar lands, equal to any
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known. IHence the drainage of the whole peninsula be-
comes a matter of the highest moment to the State and the
people, both on account of the effect that would thus be
wrought upon the general health as wfell as the resources of'
the State

The drainage of the eastern portion of the State, facilita-
ted as it is by the location of Indian river and the St. Johns
along and parallel to the Atlantic ocean, ivill be effectually
accomplished by the completion of the Southern Inland
Navigation Canal, a work which their Trlustees have assisted
by a large concession of land ; but the complete drainage of
the whole peninsula, although apparently an entirely f-easi-
ble project, is awork of ouch oloantic macnitude and the
pioportion of submerged land is so large, that a concession
of the land au jlacent will hardly suffice to defray the expeu-
ses of the work. Still the drainage that woujld be effected
for the State by a canal connecting the Atlantic and the
Gulf; beside being a matter ofgicrat local inte'est, is made
on f onational importance by the liability to loss by ship-
wreck of tile lage coimmercial intilu te hat it compelled to
pass alonpg tie FIloiida coast. This comllmercial interculrse
between t cx YoUk, New Orleans, Galveston, Mexico alld
the South America n nports is so much more extensive Cnld
the losses incurred so mucii taoore sevecc than is ordinarily
supposed that I insert aIcIe ceciitin statistics showiving the·
wanumber of vessels that liaxvc bnen pattiall) wreeked on the
Florida coast from 148 to 1851, vw-ith the values of vessels
anard cargo, the amHiiount o1 sal vage allowcd and the total ex-n ii-ILJ LL~ .jb~\'l T

iellses incu rrt'd by woscls adj-adicated upon at IKEey West
Ycars. N>s. Vaqlue. Salvage. Total ex.
ISiS 41 1 0125,00 200.0081
1849 42 1,805,000 127 870 219,160
1850 "lo 929,800 122,831 200,860
ISol 3' 950,000 75,850 105,000
ISA2 075,000 80,112 1 G1,000
1853 57 1,978,000 174,950 ;3JlUO '

Th t 59 2,46,9000 182,400 211,808
1855 81 2,844,17 100,495 190,910
1SnOi 71 2,009,0Oti 103 117 202,064
1857 59 1, 88 7,9501 101,890 181,77?
1858 52 2,69Ž,,000 142,182 24755;
1859 00 3,045,100 198,404 293,497

Totals, 618 $225 349,'i2, 1 $2,000,'385
The total ivrecks south 0. (pe Canavenat inadcliudicatcd are pruobib

equal to safle aflouw.
I am indebted for these statistics to lIon. W. IT-. Gleason,

and insert them as of general interest.



The western and north-western States have long been
snfferinig under a lack of facilities for transpoKtation, which
has caused them a contindal annual loss dn their produce of
molre than 50 per cent. ,Indeed, it bas been stated by comn-
petent authority that in the northtwestern States and re-
mlote western States,. it cost two bushels of wheat to trans-
port a third bushel to market. . The exit of all this western
plroduce is over the eastern roads and canals, and down the
Mississippi river, the latter being,- if unencumberled and
ample, the preferable route. But the exit by the Mississippi
is restlricted.and made costly by the lack of tonnage andl its
expense. Hence, throughout the? west and nolrth-west an
intense interest has> been awakened to the 'possibility of a
large addition to the means of. transpprtationuby the eon-
struction. Qf a Southern Inland Canal firom New- Orleans
across Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and- Georgia to the
Atlantic. <And the severe losses by wrieck' upon the Florida
coast, and consequent heavy rate of insurance, have.som-
bined to increase the interest in all southern lines of tlrans-
continental transportation, and particularly in the-Southern
Pacific R. R. and New Orleans Canal.

By tlie.completion of either of these enterprises the State
of Florida wonld be very largely benefited; and partly in
response to the interest felt in these great works, I attended
the National Commiercial Convention, held in Baltilmore on

'lithe 25th day of Septeimber last, as it was hoped that the at-
tention of the convention could be drawn someihat parti tn-
larly to these great and useful projects; and-in these- expec
tations, the friends of these works were not disappointed, to
much time and attention were given tothem in the eo iven
tion, and thejreports and resolutions bearin upon them, as

-mattelrs of general commercial and national itportance, were
unanimously and cordially' approved.

The Committee on Railroads in their report says:
Your committee are also of the opinion thiat a Southern Trans-conti-

nental Railroad from ocean to ocean is' entirely feasible, and under as
favorable conditions' and with as fair a promise of success, as has attended
the construction of the Nortbern or Central Pacifice Railroad; and believe-
ing that a SouthernPacifice Railroad is necessary to the full and round
coiupletion of a National Railroad system' and believing thnt the edolrse-
nmet of such an enterprise by this National Convention will be cordially
given and received, and largely tend to the promotion of a warm and cor-

'dial spirit of comimnon nationality, they recofmend the adoption of a reso-
lution'preparieed upon that subject, and submitted-iWith this report.

And one of their resolutions is as follows:
3. Resolved, That this Convention are fully persuaded of the feasibility

L 
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And desirability of a lailroad chain extending from the Atlantic to the-
Pacific, and lying entirely to the South of the Central Pacific, nud will
mnost heartily hail its completion as a practical and necessary portion of a.
truly National Railroad system.

And the Committee on Interior Lines of Water Commu-
nication reported as follows among othelr things:

Whereas, Recent serveys, conducted by ilndividual enterprise, have de-
ulonstrated the practicability of makliug the whole Valley of the St. Johns
accessible to sea-goilng vessels of heavy draugiht by giving a channel of
eighteen feet in depth through Nassau Inlet; therefore,

Resolved, That the improvement of the navigation of St. Johns river is
aL matter of national imiportance, and worthy the attention of all interested
in general commercial prosperity, folr two main reasons:-

Filst. The existing railload systems, with less than two hundred miles
of additional construction. will reach through Floriclda, Alabama and Mfis-
sissippi, fiom Jacksonville to New Orleans, and will thus complete the
eastern portion of that -lprnd Southern trans-continental railroad system
to which the South is laL Iy entitled, and which is destined to become one
of the great avenues of tiavel and transportation firoomi the Atlantic west-

rward-freachingl out, onl the one hand, to India, China, Japan, and tile
larthest isles of the East, and on the other gathering in the rich harvest of
Sooth American commelrce.

Second. Tlhroogh the channel of the St. Johns alnd the inner lakle region
of Florida, a path is opened for that imiportant line of Soliutlern Inlland
Transportation, tralvelsing the Gulf States and touchin-n New Orlelans.
Mobile and Pensacola, by raeans of lwhich some measale of relief mlay be
afforded to the Valley of the Mississippi, now stffering and stagnatilng
un(ler the immense weight of its own surpluis plodltions-unIprofitable
through theil immlovlability, whlile an adequate exit mlay be giveu th'rough
the chlannel suggested by a canal whose cost of constroction shall not ex-
ceed the allnual aggregate loss on western ploduce through insufficiency
alnd expense of'existing meanlls of transportation.

Thus nmaking it apparent that these works of internal im-
provement witlin onlur bolrders are not only of great intelrest
rto us, but ill a National Convention of twenty-seven States
are cordially recognized as of commanding importance to
the intelrnal comlieree of the nation.

Whenever the great wolrks of internal imprlovement now
projected and in procesb of actual completion in our State
shall have been accomnlisliled, so that each settler can locate
accolrding to hlis fancy, and command the means of ready
access to his location, then the commanding advantages of
our State wvill begiil to exercise their legitimate influence,
and wolrking capital and working meen will find opportunLi-
ties of lucrative employment now undreamed of.

No State in the Union, with perhaps the exception of
Califolrnia alone, has so agreeable and genial a climate, none
30 grleat a variety of useful and valuable productions. Where
else in the United States can such a list be found ?
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PRODUCTIONS OF FLORIDA.

So much has been said of the vast scope of vegetable glowth in Flolidla,
that it is a cause of surprise to all strangers, and suspicion to many, as
though there might be well-grounded suspicion of exaggeration or over-
statement. On this account it is deemed best to refer to some of the older
staundard writers on this subject.

Iu the " Observations" of Charles Vignolles, published in New York inll
1828, on page 99, we find the followving: The following list of produbtions
Lapalbl: of being raised in Florida, has been made out with some pains,
and it is believed all these stated are profitable and plracticable articles:
Oranges, various kinds, Jalap,
Lemons, Tree Rhubarb,
Lime, Ginger,
Citron, Gum Guiaculn,
Shaddock, Brazillotte,
Mango, Senna,
Pawpaw, Turkey Madder.,
Cocoa, Balm of Gileadl,
Date, Cloves,
Sweet Almond, Liquid Amber,
Bitter Almond, Aloe,
Pistachio, Cinnallmon
Acuagnua, Pimento,
Gum Gleni, Sago Palm,
Fustic, Red Pepper,
Balsam, Saponica,
Hemp, Jesuits' Bark,
Camphor, Besine,

)4~ ~ Franlincense, Palma Christi, Castolr Bean,
Leeche Plant, of China, Tea,
The Olive, Sugar,
The Vine, all varieties, Tobacco,
Curramnts, Zante, Rice
Pine Apples, Cotton,
Figs, Silk,
Plantain, Cork Oak,
Banana, Chestnut,
Yam, Sassafras,
Bread Fruit, Sarsaparilla,
Arrow Root, Tl'rue Opium Poppy,
Gallnuts, Tumerlic,
Doliahos, or Soy-lean, Nu Lmegs.

Sdch a list seems wondelrful enough as attrlibuted to a territory no largelr
than that of Florida, being about the size of the State of Missouri, evenF}~~ * upon a cursoly examination, the list having been made more than forty
years since. But when practically Mwe come to examine the actual avail-

.| n ~ability of these lauds, and to ascertain the strength of the inducements
offered to occupation, we find many important productions omitted and
no allusion made to many pursuits that can be engaged in succe-sfully.
To the list as quoted, several important additions are propel. Coliee may,
with little doubt, be grown to great profit at least in all South Florida,
and probably in a great portion of the State. Coffee trees are now in ex-
istence in thile South, and practical coffee planters are confident of success
whenever tihe effort shall be made to cultivate this important staple. The
experiment is now being thoroughly made, and thus a practical test will
be applied; and since the revenue duties on the product will amply repay
the expense of cultivation, the question is an important one. Rye, Oats,
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Wheat, Sweet Potatoes, Irish Potatoes, Pindars or Peainuts, and Pecan-
nuts canl be added]. Sisal Hemp, common Henip and iRtamie, can all be
very p~rofitably r-aised. Sotghum and the Silesian or Sugar Beet, both can
be relied upon fior certain and good crops.

Lands, upon which such a variety of valuable ptroductions canl with case,
anid certainty be rlsisecl, most ere long be sought with avidity. And such
prospect is still moie reliable when consideration is given to the plrobalti!i-
ties that unqoeesionuablh e-ist for the success of several leading avocationns
;Iold cmlployments.

Such is she fortunate conjunctive effect of soil and climate, that count-
lesi s herds of c dtle in sy 1 e raised and sustained absolutely without care,.
lnd at almost 'itto txnsein- when allowed to run wild. And it' tile opillion

itt many intellimuit itirlynien, that even in the best grainilg Slates cattle
(:;can be "kept opll" and aed with green cropus oven thiroub tlie suniner
llare ploltIa bly '11wn they can be provided thwithi pastUIii ge, ithen so ioN

ilhere c:in be littl quesntion about the etninces for cattle raising upon thiese
finds whiiterc cit her gtowi or grass or green crops can be unde owe ii'I

i hioughout the year. I' so then the raiinog o cattle, the dispos tioli 'i
tile hides olad tallow, the curinu of beef owln tue inainuhaetute of KIJtlieIl
motest go to svvell the acltuel inducements offered.

The vast iexteot of excellent yellow pine, and pitch tipibei lnuds, icces-
sible is they iio by raillroad anti navigation, piesent, in tile giot inog -car-

sity of ft st-rate timlber, excellent cli ices tor tile manufacture of lunobcr
and fom speculation, thin tinmber being of tJ o1e value thin eto ouiuot to pII3'

lot the laud, leaviug the laud itself in impi oved condition tfo settlement
:IS 5 It 10rin fir additional profis. Thfnetupcntie frms are, to a great
i-xtent, t otated b1 men ltfioni the Carolinas, vIsho find hero :u better feier
flo entiiprise, land with tile knoxw n cap eiy of tins section los thie culnti
ion of cordti-re plants, a fine fielt is open for th1e pioductio and - tI iann"

ttfseltui e o~f tiaval stor.es.
iTe Oin-te, tile Lenmon, the Bsay, tIle -Mangrove, stie Box aind it yerietie'

of Paslt, and tile Manolia, xs oill as the Cedai intl Live Oak, show tfbi-
xxvilbrt of these dlauds for the pioduction of ture and valuable N0oods. Tho
,n-exliastible supply o' Cypress, a vood standing next to Cedar for diffet-
Out varietics of woodlei -are, procurable at only nominal prices, niust soon
stimulate to hile estiblictiment of a great variety of manlufactories. Add
to all these tile tact that with very little care for forage or teed, tr excpC1-
siv' buidinirs titere is no civilized country where a man of small means
can be niote 'absolntely certain of a cotntbrtable living for himself and
anithaly, an·d tile list of inducements to the ptsrchnse of these lands is nearly

full.
It is Ihaidly possihde for a man from the Northern or Western Stat es,

or froom Cattada, to believe that it is practicable in aiy one locality, witll
osit tite varied teiperattle that is given in the immediate vicinity of ele
xatied itlountains, to cultivate successfully within the same enclosute tih
* tsah wheat and tx- of Canada, the peach, quince and sweet potatoes of
tile Midtlic States, tile corn, cotton and tobacco of the Sontherit, tile coffee,
lidigo, ginger of the West, Indies, the orange, lemon, lime aut cittion 01

Centrail titerica, tile oliv-. retd the grape of tile East, the date Lnl p dIn ii

tile deser, tile gitaxa, I be sulgar cane ;uend the tea of Southeirn Asia ; yt,
the dweller in Hornando and Manatee actually does this very thijuir ant
can tic so every( day in tle year.

WHAT MAY BE DONE ON THE LANDS IN FLORIDA.

SuGAn.-This is the beet sugar region known. Sugar lands that in the
West Indies ate rated at $250 to $500 per acre, can here be bougbt tt $1
to $15. The season is no longer titan in Louisiana. Cane fit for grinding
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g,,rows on these lands from 7 to 10 feet in length, while in Louisimna 5 feet
is very good length. The planting of sugar is a little nore expensive than
that of corn, but where, as upon these lands, cane will rattoon 0 and S
consecutive years, the cost may he called tie same. And witLl the seine
preparation, the same fertilization and the samne cultivation required for a
crop of 45 bushels of' coi to the acre in the Northern, Middle or Western
States, worth $60, at $1 sad per hushel, Florida lands will produce on an
average 2,000 pounds ot >iigar, at 12 cents per pound, worth $240. Three
thsiusand iounds ha'1Ve oflen been raised. Thlree plantations in Heruando
county made, in one neighborhood, an average of 3,200 pounds, ;ad ais
high as 4,000 pounds to thje acre has been made in Florida. Ag~ain, horn1
15,000 to 25,000 canes can be raised on an acre, well maniured:d Iur well cul-
tivated, and these canes sold for seed fromt 14 to 24 cents, which, at thke
avenuge, of number and price, give $338 to the acre.

OnRANoxs.-Oranges sriar be made to regin to bear fruit in 4 years frons
the sour stock, and 7 years from the seed. T'lhe land occupied raruy be cul-
tivated in various crops until the trees bear. One hundred aind fifty trees
may be set on an acre. A hearing orange tree is wJorth fronm $50 to $100.
A. bearing grove of five acres, on the St. .Jolin's, is now held at thirty thou-
sand dollars. Ten thousand dollars and upwards is the value of its actual
crom. Hundreds of thousands of acres of these lands arle exactly adlapted
to oranges, ant all the citrus tribe, andi the same figures wrill apply to the
Lemon and lime. Where, and in what way, and by what uens, cn in
young man, in ten years, secure, by die , caltivation of len acres, a luore
ample or certain competence? Whirit better inmon tanme can at nimleave
for his children ?.

Csrroir.-A thsrifty -and well cared 11-r citron tree wvil produce 100 lbs.
of iruit, and 200 may be set oia an nunic Five acres of these trees avill pro-
duce 1,000 trees, annually yielding, atr 0 pounds to the tree, 50,000 p)ounds
of fruit. One acre of canl(e ,rvould IrLIi MAI thUe syrno to preserve I tie fitIII.
When well cared, it crmy be boxed and hfeldl Tr trniisportation ;and aI
mnaret, and sold foi 23 to 40 cents per pousd.

FIGS.-Figs are easiv mlised frona cuttings, and begin to bear in three
years, produciug one good and one or two additional tint inferior ciops nuu-
anally. Two hundred trees may be set at norniual crst ona an acue. There
is io reason why, where the coat of fuel is so insigsiticant figs iaay not be
well cured, if not by straLUIl means, then in a few hours by, artifici:dl bealt,
in a sry house that airy nian can build with an axe.

Cxs'ron Brxrrs.-Tlurom1oug t the, whole extent of these lands, tile
Palnia Ciristi or Castor Bean can be made a more 1)10fit tAle ciop allnd
raised with less trouble than corn or wheat ii the North arnd WYest

GiNGRsu.-Ja-maiea Ginger growvs vigoously in aiy part of tire State,
and might be cultivated to great profit with a little carc.

BANANAS.-One thousand banasmas may be set on an arer. Each plaant
fruits iii the secorad year from setting, anti scuds up, w lile it is bcaniirg
fruit, three to six shoots, rvtlicli tliemnselves, transplanted, will fruit in tire
succeeding year-. Birch irlart will bear sne, smetiRaIRI taxo bunches of
fruit, w ortli *1.50 to $3.800, andlt i I 'vi.tI little attetii on 5 I thongi it requiii re.r
rich, uruist hiand. All of' theso e ,tclir d, fntois Ga inscavilIc to 'ili Uni Gull wii
raise banaims.

Ansow RooT.-Didbrenur varieties of arrow rout cans be suscessfullv
raised with less care than is requited for Irish potatoes, ind once plnnteu
-ire difficult to eradicate.

GRAPEs.-The tremendous growth of the wild grrape in the woods dem-
onstrates conclusively the special adaptation of these lands to-the growths
of the vite. The Scuppecruong seems to be tile most comarnaon variety, and
in Gadsden county, 1,030 gallons of wine hrom an acre is reported as a re-
liable yield. But othci ch1oice and miany of' the rarest imported vines do
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exceedingly well. This section cannot fail to attract universal notice as a
wine-growing region.

ZANTE CURRUNTs.-These currants can as well be raised here as any-
where in the Levant, and their cultivation and Curing can easily and with
little labor be made profitable.

PsNE APPLEs.-The whole of the southern portion of the State is capa-
ble of yielding an imnmense profit from the cultivation of the pine-apple.
It thrives especially on the southern islands or keys. Upwards of $3,000
has been realized trom a single acre on Key Largo.

OvYSTErs.-No larger or finer flavored oysters exist than those which
abound on both the east and west coast of Florida. They are now found
in incalculable numbers. The canning of oysters is a very profitable bu-
siness, and may here be carried on to almost any extent. There is no dan-
ser of a failure in the supply, as they may be multiplied ad infinitum by
planting and cultivation as in the North, in France and elsewhere. The
cultivation of choice oysters, only recently established in France, is now a
source of lage revenue.

TUTLIE AND SPONGE.-The taking of turtle and sponge along the
coast of Florida Ilas long been found a profitable avocation, and the supply
of sponsge can also be increased by cultivation, and as localities where this
can be cone are rare, this becomes an important consideration.

Fisn.-Off the Gulf coast of Florida are more than two hundred miles of
reefs or ba nks, upon which fish, superior to cod, Can be taken in countless
multitudes, while the bays, inlets and streams, as well as inland lakes, are
all bountifully supplied w-ith the Choicest fish. The fisheries of Florida can
be made available during the whole year, and on this account, as well as
the abundant supply, are fully equal to those ot Newfoundland. Hundred.s
of barrels have been taken on the Florida coast at a single haul of the seine,

PRACuES.-WIheI peaches begill to bloom in Delaware and New Jer-
sey, they are one-half gr'olwn in Florida, and no better peach country can
or need be found than along the line of the Florida Railroad. At olle
year's growth from the pit, peaches often attain, even in West Florida, the
heighlbth of ten feet. Care, selection and attention can lplace in the North-
ern market the choicest peaches from Waldo and Starke several 'Weeks be-
fore they can be raised North. There is no country vwhere the marlketing
of peaches, whetber fresh or dried. can be made more lucrative, or where
th ey can be more profitably canned.

LamBEsn CAPACITY.-T1e reputation of the Yellotv Pine of this State
for flooring, strong timber and for naval purposes is such as to render any
comments upon it unnecessary; and the growing scarcity of first class
pine lands available for lumber, enhances the value ot these lands. There
are several hundred thousand acres, along and in the vicinity of the Flor-
ida Railroads, that are either Low available by means of the road, or could
be made so by the construction of short branch roads that are shown by
the expelience of our1 own lumbermen to be both practicable and profit-
able. And these lands, many of them, carefully Eeleeted by competent
men, can now, for a short period, be procured on exceedingly favorable
terms.

Although the cutting of timber anti the manufacture of lumber have
long and profitably engaged the attention of enterprising men, and al-
though the majority ot the timber within two miles of navigable water,
and of other roads, has been consumed, still the lumber clapacity of the
State has never been half appreciated, and much of the best timber land
of the State is included among tbe lands now offered.

M^ANUAcrTtJRE OF WOODEN WAIRE.-The simple fact that from among
the lands now offered purtchases may be so made as to give the manufae-
turer a half century's supply of stock for less than one per cent. of what a
single year's supply now actually costs in the vicinity of some of the most

LI
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dourishing manufactories of this kind to be found in tihe country, gives al-
mlost positive assurance that a wonderful development in this direction
must ere long take place. Oak, ash and hickory abound, and of cypress,
which closely approximates cedar in value for tubs and pails, and forms
drst-class material for sash, doors and blinds, the supply is inexhaustible,
while still, by careful selection, quantities of excellent red cedar and live
oak may be secured. Surely the attention of manufacturers is not solicited
without good reason.

EQUABILITY OF CLIMATE.

The mild severity and the uniformity and equability of
the climate in Florida are effective inducements in the eyes
of thousands who are becoming exceedingly tired of the se-
vere temperature and chilling winds, with sudden shifting-
of extremes, which plrevail at the North and West. And
in this connection I insert certain climatic statistics, for
which I am indebted to the kindness of Hon. W. IT. Glen-
son, who having as a pioneer assisted in the growth and de-
velopment of one of the most thrifty of the #estern States,
has permanently located his home in South Florida and is
tl-loroughly identified writh its material prosperity.

CLIML'ATE OF SOUrTHt FLORIDA.

The clilmalte of this portion of Florida is unsurpassed in the United
States, or upon the Westelrn IHemisphere. The equability of the temper-
aLture is owing to its proximity to the Gulf Stream. Fort Dallas, at the
mouth of the Miami river, on Biseayne Bay, and Fort Meyers, at the
mtuouth of the Caloosahatchie river, were military posts doli ug the Indian
war, and thermometrical observations were then made under the super-
vision of the officer in command. The following is the result of their ob-
servations:

At Po DaUllas. At Fort Hieyers.
.anuarly, 66 deg. 4 min. G3 deg. 4 min.
Februnar-. 66 (leg. 6 nliun. 68 (leg.
Mlarcll, 70 dleg 4 min. 72 deg. 2 min.
April., 75 deg (i min. 73 deg. 8 min.
May, 77 dleg 80 deg. 1 min.
June, 80 deg. 5 mill. 81 deg. 2 min.
July, 82 deg. 1 min. 82 deg. 9 min.
August, 81 deg. 8 mill. 83 deg. 1 min.
September, 79 deg. 6 min. 81 deg. 7 min.
October, 77 deg. 9 mill, 77 deg. 7 min.
November, 71 deg. 3 mil. 71 deg. 5 min.
December, 66 deg. 8 min. 64 deg. 7 min.

The Island of Madeira upon the Eastern, and the Island of Barbadocs,
in the Caribbean Sea, upon the Western Hemispllere, are considered the
most desirable climates for invalids in the world. The one is noted for its
fine wines and semi-tropical fruits, the other for its sugar. By comparison
it will be seen that the climate of this section of Florida is similar to those
two Islands, and between the two neither as cold as Madeira nor as warm
as Barbadoes. The following is the average temperature of each for the
four seasons of the year, to-wit:

0*



34

jarbadoes. il-fadeira. Ft. Deits. Ft. 3fe/ers.
Spring, 79 d. 2 in. 65 d. G6in. 74 d. 7 in. 75 d. 4 in.
Suinnier, 78 . 5 Il. 71 d. 3 in. 81 d. S in. 82 d. 4 in.
Autinin, 842 i 1 In. 69 d. 76 d. 3 in. 76 d. 9 ni.
Winter, 78 d. 5 In. 65 d. 8 Il. 06 d. 6 in. 65 d. 4 in.
Yearly, 70 d. 5 n . 67 9. 9 Un. 74 d. 8 ni. 75 d.

During the past year, at the request of Senator Osborn,
I furnished the Statistical Bureau at Washington with a
sun-inary of the inducements offered by Florida to immi-
grants, of which the following portions were published in
the valuable Report upon Immigration by Hon. E. Young,
Chief of the Bureau of Statistics. The Report was pub-
lished and widely distributed by the Bureau, and has al-
ready accomplished unch for the whole country ; and, ift
translated and issned in several of the European languages,

as is now quite probable, a uood work will have been (onne
for our State 

JAcKSoNVILLE, FLORIDA, February, 1871,
SiSn I av:6i myself of the opportunity afforded by yeao circular, to

set forth in bhiet'slonae of the inanitbld attractions of this State, :nil to
men[ion some ot the inducements offered to actual settlers.

"Theo eristence in Florida of some fifteen millions ot Uni ted LStte3
lands, snblect to acqoisition by homestead entry alone, and tIme Ic ct Ili a
several millions (It State lands are in time market at the low price oi ! peircr

acre, give sulhcicnt .assurance that farms of either small or lai a} sm/c ti1e
enttirel3 vitllin tic reach of meen of small means. It is true that m my of

tle lanuds relerred to are rather remnote from established settletinnts and

o1n tiha t account somewhat uniesirable; int this is relieved by other
facts.

- Flor-idaL has received immense comcessions of lands from the liberality

of the General Governiment, bestowed partly for the purpose of fostering

and assisting the construction of works of interisal Imnprovenient, and

partly to encourage ttse drainage and cultivation of tse lands. And in di-
r'ect furtherance of these avoweil Congressionial purposes, the State hiLs
fron, time to time concedeil large portiosns of valnable Flanls to the various
railroad and caiial colmpaixleshiech have already constructed, or arc now
engagyed ii constructing, w%,orks of internal improvement ofgreat utility.
Titus it hiss mappened that the trnstees toad boni-holders of these various

internall imlproveinent comnonanis hold large portionln of lands, which

can be sold at a lower price livialn is ashked by the State for lands of the

same qunalty.
The railrouadis ecxtesomo from Jacxso miville onl time east, complleted to

a ear time Apala chicl( soili p01ijected toi Pcnsmcola ; the Fl oridla Rtilroael

ti-oin Fern 00 nin; ItoI, mll -iti fi( Cedar Kie a, l te Great Son liena Railla may
tie outierm nlan .'[i ' in Comupman a nd the Florida Improve-

nacut Comllpany, all live ilninens- I tirctstimnoting to millions of acres of
rich lands, uniter a eniil climnate, with trcst capacities for the manufac-

flre of lumber and tie pre'dietiosi oh the miost valnable knovn crops. And

these alands are prcmuable ati lm1ost a nilominal price, so that tlsousands of
sniall farinet'cs at tie Not tis md Wesi, fto the available prices of tlseir

Iarms in that rigorous climate, could obtiti here quadruple the aimount of
lands of equal or superioi prilodctiveiiis. Farsns and plantatioas can

easily le reateil ima all pasts oi the State, sod on as thvorable terts as any
reason able ma ta coold nslk
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Simall firmis in actual cultivation, except. in immliediate vicioity of' the
larger townls, are netconintion in Flor; a. It is now beginning to tbe IIno -
tierstoodti l-ol .o th hole Sooth thiat sla-very was not only a moral,
social, and political curse, hot that it operated to Cast over the lhod an
as-riciiltu ral bit alt. The unskille-d Door' whichi it alone tolera led, by the
tn~iifiic55 Cultivation it involved, eoninhod 'irta-cuttoa '-tattention to -s fi 1"

ted "-in", u of crops, whiteh by r)111 dc:iI h stLi o II1o soilIs led of elccessitv If
*hle aequi10i1i)1 and slit sloi colt rivtio ofinonen cc at ca at Iand. !,t,
atitough. 'Smat I falasne aic not ''onli''-- still l''ndc, in sn-ill o" la-ox qianti-
ticz. are ca.sily otactin bic ii tile mei-(-t ]e'-nso "ble n-i' -S "in, foil om$1 optvn-.- a'i
atid inttnue--thie Iari'e 'old Ill tie, in nedia- vietni ty itf111evx
h aoctiiLit stories of natura nl in ainores, etn be boo "lit fr Ic It' an oneot' ahi
shel ens of iic-ri'a noruti in or c,-ettti mr(I. c

It irentc fii r ii C t, in anon A 1Tcnt ot fiti a Jat ceoisis iciL-. au ~-ct,
t;-mlFl 1w, uinp- leed ;but the a iiit pradicc is ti retif u tioti Sihare s. 
soeli ea~se- w'twre it-c owot i-mph, furnisihes Itt' land, ]Ia Attipcc fromi

LWnWt iA ~ toO octbiti ioit t'fi crot i -bhot where lie tii'rn'sltes t
t
i" lceeee''i'y

Stock and not' -ii ll hit Setds1 le I -fatlies one -iat, it'-' (,-,'Por
[I'le eltciiiie~atcies ii prohoiioni lfljiatottiic lit se beaen- ioton, Corn

so''-en OlUCC(e t i1 ml eect poll - es I jaiterl x-io t attenitionl is blt i
ratvtm 'o vaimto cimitt of fi uiii ti-IA. v- 'taohus !'ilo it '-aios I-is 11003 teat

br-iti "rIa 10 i - cnst- In- i---n-' a -c ]s itiC tia 
.; iirtt -to- t m, p'r hislield totaticct, titi 1-, i Io I -- iti pci' p -nd ;s
'm-11 '0) 15 loCeits I)C pt't~not oil Up' Ii ott I i ½ tc t dli

Th'li ti icii tic fol i t Ot0111ta i J t--arnitrlteti by 's '5 iori
nitu--dte bay -,. lakes, nodl iiker siot-uati -' -- '-a' ' 'o'it ''0ti,,,oj
;1 'i'tit' less timit 60ti0h0b sqltaic t -cs - ' S'-iia tli - eomst lii-e on tilt

A-i-rnti. anid totl( ol " totl 1,200 it) I,10 itl'd tuth" c, tAia'5nl-y-icola m I ta
Swiiie'' l a-: joititi'S tie Or-o'--akn-ce, tit-- to -ai 1'i,--'- fi tm St-

Mi ,~ Iiisracr thel Staeiilu et''-(I't diat';a--, tO 'Sital ilSil zo
o lttx c:i - it ttcakiot i ot sese;,-tatousatnd nit as. ThrI l tilt- caty ila
opetr'tin 'i iitiily4IOU itles tocriot ii iii At iti~ 1 tlate~iit' prospect is 'I--'
immtliAisle totistrucfito- ot tpipa-ra i if's mdiii, tist at Altid even it-llre Ill')
toad teniany 1iatid i_-.j t,1 ilt its pieCtixitit toin O` p1l fhues t , " '~th ii'
tie toittlit I andoitergryth, a i :1cllI of -stuitfin s, is Suck tleit ltutu"

tlijfticulty is exue-'tn---~el ticl Ii-tvit'slt' ttiae ''tie ii -any tirecttien.
Toe P'i lit to'a rn ol ~lo- tUt is yctlow pQ-tu ttiid oti C0i'';

tile so'l may b-~ it) -gi-a-lit Charater~ized 'i-i, linhi -'ittid -s c-
t
tie'' cmldyiil

loaml'r ' bitt ot'7iiW itt pectilia Clima tic or i Li splti ic itifluence"; lucy ire
cif taZr limelitlitI-itisic, vatlot where 'itgttt titti a- usuilly attributaole to tli,
-- smi ciatte oflgt-ola tteN it o' Wnest, a is evinced by, 11
I ulet t it s' b alec of caotti or 6301003 u poencts oi' cr Ich ato not mIiite C1infli
be--Ii nude ti-on) an acr tI f u f the-e Pitne taitid0s Inideed, ttiaiy oft the p'a
lands -tie stt otderlaid ivitl miiia o"t'Y ch' I:, ito 'iv till tile shre'' t- of,
cla", soil itittherstihniess at foihculty to tuittivation.-

--Florida-,i 'titl, wh-ether s iney oxt clayey , At tcht ' hae at mitnrad groiA' i
o itrItwOt sood timber, tire caliet' ' huillo ol- e s' lids, and they aire the m-oo~'
loigtd tiueti by' intiny. 'lthese; Eit deared AV t'1 taitilenty and c xpr 0 C

ant art' based upion mail- air ela--nd 'ts0 -s c --a ptiAuianeiaC of capaicity,
- 1- 'ii' out ou utuciitnAI II colts i.s fiatt' vnlve. Titesen-~

-alle~lti te Itiartih lummtocis.
-The low hvummocks ' atie l id, simiarI-ty cc ;rctt with a giox h~ ol

hardwoicod ti mber, such as gom, tinaguolta, CypAress, ted bay., &Sc., but, LwhitiZIt
are lower inl eleytition, tand of cotirse more mloist, in tltehe natu re. Thlese-
lands, intdeed, parstake lar~gely of the rtatlire of s-vanitts, and like them Cii--
sist chieifly of decomposed vegetable, matter. 

11The grovrth of' trees, shrubs, timid vines umpoin these, low hummocks is
mos0it surprising,,at so dense as to present an almlost impenetrable ves--
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table barrier to all tugiess. They are immensely fertile, indeed almost
incredibly so, as is sufliciently shown by the fact that from one acre has
been produced 4,000 pounds of sugar, and other crops in proportion.

" The prices of ordinary farm stock vary in different localities so much
as to prevent any general statement from beiug of unitbrm application.
For instance, in South Florida, stock range at will throughout the year,
atud are abundantly subsisted by natural pasturage. Hlere it is conceded
that a. herd of cattle, with only the trouble of iuarking and watching-, will
double in three and one half years. Prices of stock necessarily range very
.low.

"The followiug prices, it is believed. are entirely reliable: Working
,xen, per pair, are worth from $60 to $120; working horses, from $180 to
6400 per pair; mules, from $80 to $150 each; mileh cows, from $15 to
$40; sheep from $2 50 to $5, and stock hogs 10 cents per pound; and
This notwithstanding the fact that througlhout the State, hogs, like cattle,
sustain themselves throughout the year in the 'range.'

There is a large demand for labor, mostly for common and unskilled,
owing, as before remarked, to the long-establislhed domination of a few
leading crops requiring the rudest labor, to the exclnsion of other and
more varied productions which need more intelligent labor. Of the rudest
description and most reckless and thriftless character, this miscalled agri-
culture has proved an agrarianism of the most rank aud noxious descrip-
tion, reducing all hlands cultivated to the one unvarying level of complete
exhanstion, and seeking temporary relief in the virgin strength of new
tracts of wild land.

Receutly, improvement isperceptible in this direction, but as yet the
demnanid for the more intelligent kinds of agricultural and horticultural
labor is quitelimited. Better times and better methods, under the increased
demand of new comiers from every portion of the Union, are apparently S

close at hand.
" The mills and. factories in the State are few, and almost exclusively

confined to the, manufacture of lumber.
"There are several works of internal improvement in process of coll-

struetion or in prospect, from which must proceed a large demand for
ordinary labor. Upward of seven hundred miles of railroad, and inland
canals to the extent of many miles, are now under obligation to be'conl-
strueted within the next five years.

"In response to the inquiry as to the advantage, ofleied to laborers,
mnechanics, and farmers, I beg leave to reply that them oclgh examination
will demonstrate the desirability of Florida, for the followmn r'reasons:

" ITs AccEssiBrirTY.-No portion of the territory of the 'Union, east or
west, exceeds this State in facility of approach. Peninsular in character,
and nearly surrounded by the ocean and Gulf of Mexico, with an area
nearly identical with that of Missouri, Florida has a sea-coast of more
than 1,200 miles, and of course offers remarkable facilities to immigration
approaching by sea. Then by means of the Apalachicola, the Sawannee,
the St. Mary's the St. John s, the Ocklockonee, and Indian Rivers, the
ease with whiceh at large portion of the interior of the State can be reached
is rarely exceeded anywhere ThTlus animmigration friom abroad can savethe
tedious, and uncomfortable conveyance by rail involved in reaching the
Western States, and be landed in Floridar as cheaply as at New York.
(Connected also with both the Atlantic and Western routes, through them
.anld her own somewhat extensive system, the Northern or Western imini-
,grant cun commnand an easy transportation to and through the State.

" CLTMATE-The climate of Florida is not excelled by that of any of the
United States, and it may be doubted whether it can be equalled else-
where in the world. Located on the very borders of the torrid. zone, and,
therefore, so far as latitude alone is concerned, entitled to rank among the
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hottest portions of the western continent, still her situation between the
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic is such that, owing to her peculiar form,
she is swept alternately by the winds of the eastern and western seas, and
relieved from those burning heats with which she would otherwise be
scorched; and thus it happens that by the joint influences of latitude and
peculiar location she is relieved on the one hand from the rigors of the
winter climate of the Northern and Middle States, and on the other from
the extreme heat with which not only the Southern States, but in the
summer time the Northern States, are characterized.
. :. ,. -. - *

'In the North all regular farming w ork is of necuesbly crowded into the
space of less than half the year, while in Florida thla c is scarcely aL single
day in the whole year that may not be devoted to purely agricultural
work.

"While the heat in Florida is not more intense during the summer
months than at times in all the Northern States, in winter the thermllome-
ter, even in Northern Florida, rarely sinks to the freezing point.

"HEALTH-In regard to health, Florida stands amlong the foremost
States of the Union. This fact appears strikingly from the figures of the
census in reference to the deaths from pulmonary complaints in the dif
ferent States, and the results strike one more forcibly wbhen it is consider-
cd that this State for many years bad been a popular place of resort for
invalids afflicted with all varieties of pulmonary diseases

"From the census of 1860, it is found that the deaths fiom eonsurmli OIL
in the various States of the Union during the year ending May 31, 18CO,
were as follows: In Massachusetts, 1 in 254; in Maine, 1 in 289 ; in V. -
miont, 1 in 404; in New York, 1 in 4T3; in Pennsylvania, 1 in 580; m
Ohio, 1 in 079; in California, 1 in 727; in Virginia, 1 in 757; in Indiana,

n1 i7 92; in Illinois, 1 in 878; in Florida, 1 in 1,447.
Surgeon General Lawsou, in an official rvport, says:
The general healthfulness of many parts of Florida, particularly on its

coast, is proverbial. The average annual mortality of the whole peninsu-
la, from returns in this office, is fo-lund to be 2 G-100 per cent., while in the
other portions of the United States (previous to the war with Mexico) it
was 3 3-100 per cen t'

WIDE RAINIGE or CenOPrS.-UsIlly, at least vWithiin the borders of the
Union, %whatever may be the attractions and inducemienis that are offered
by any particular State or sectiou, the immnigrant will be confined within
the compparatively narrow limits of the usual range of crops characteristic
of that section ; and the offer of even a slight enlargement of the usual range
of ordinary crops would be recognized as an inducement of great power
Other things being even nearly equal, if the immigrant have the optiou o.
continuing the cultivation of crops to -which lie is accustomled, or of reach-
Ing out to the peculiar productions of different zones, he will feel the force
of the attraction.

"To a resident of Canada, or of the Nortlern or Western States, it seems
hardly possible in any one locality, and then -without the -variation of tem-
perature often given in the vicinity of elevated mountains, that there mnay
be successfully cultivated within an inclosure of ten acres, the oats, rye,
and wheat of Canada; the peach, quince, and sweet potatoe of the Middle
States; the corn, cotton, and tobacco of the Suoithern States; the coffee,
indigo, and ginger of the West Indies; the otaige. the lime, anduthelemon
of Central America; the olive, the grape, the cork,, and the spices of the
East; the date and palm of the desert, and thlh bugar-cane, peppper, tea,
and silk of Asia; but the citizens of Orange, Sumter, Hernando, and Alan-
atee counties in Florida know that they can do tlis; antd wheil to the
above are added rice, bananas, plantains, guavas, cocoa-nuts, pine-apples
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and paw-paws, the infinite range of the productions of Florida is made
dilly manifest.

" 1ABuNDANcE OF WATER.-The State is bountifully supplied with. the
best water in every part. Laker, ponds, springs, and rivers are curiously
frequen t, and no section can be found where ample supplies of water can-
not be obtained by wells of little depth and at slight expense. Springs of
mineral and salt water abound, some of gameLt mnaguitude. In Wakulla
county, the Wakulla river, a stream of very cousidehable size, bursts forthv
at once from a single spring. The Chipola river has a similar origin in
Jackson county. Silver Spring in its first outburst formis at spacious basin,
info which the Ocklawaha steamers und easy admission.

CrsEM'nRss OF BUILDINGs.-The climate of Florida being genial and
friendly, enables the settler to dispense with the close-built and expensive
dwellfing-houses of the North and West.

EASE o TILLAGE.-The facility with which the greater portion ofthe
tillable lnilds in Florida can be workied, furnishes another very strong in-

duciement to those who, in coming here, prolpose to engage in agrien

pursuits. Lands in Florida can be, and really are, wored with mu cl less
fhrce than is required at the North. Whetfier sandy, clayey, or loamy,
thee are much snore f'iable, and morc easily tilled.

" NATTvRn'L RESOURCES FOr. rEPRIILITErrTIoa-The first and most wide-
iy-distribaled means fto restorinr and iuvi'orating the fertility of the Soi1
whenever exhausted, is ftrnished by the swaimps and lagoons and cyp Yess

Aints thvt mav be fb-lid in dll sc'tiuns. I, many of time swamps and
raaou1ns "'c to be Iouwd large and -lces-ible ileposits of what is called
c~ree-, which, at the Nell rod leisure of the f-ii-mer, may he drawn out and
aopi c directly to the land, or mey be co""n-ted vuith lime, ashes, salt,
'Y 1:,a.nurcs' and Coos l111 iuproedd, bleem" s , is e to almost any desire
ble cytent. In many of the "in " or de o i',- s whvere tle cypress i.
round are similar ieposits of veeinbleb multi im tr-clk- 'md these sinkss of'
vayrious dimensions, eer scattered the.'W. ,, 'us the tate. Along the rivers
and the banks ci manv o' tIme LAI-, es L QI L, ou loon Id aeiy lane ncd nudmmerr
eous dOpe' its etmu 6ni mud A , SPCe' cc Feisda Id is p' oved thim A the
mcck, nscl a" a ferfilmzem ou deri poper bnnd' eent becomes in c?:ceedin,
ly valluable, asrticle and it is 'o be unsrrd ill imnn'ense q'antities in cvctr- se"c
'ion.

(IThe immense duposie cX ov AOT si'cP5I ttfiit are e'maraceeristic of thI
articole naist line beat"' iu the emumeca r vicinily or

0
tdense folesirm ~ ix tsr

a-mple stoics om fuel, foira arc~ti'c of tilc sonar of we mcmltumul stien" 1
(,I localculable vaine, weichi will be incae aned morei ppipecilied.

Mf'arl, iskewisce of, uries character am'r valuec is easily acccs-ibkm i-.c
Qiilfeeu t ra Cs of the 0 ttce Pilcre i~e seseln Ii Three deposits w~irhin twenl-
7 Crs-- mel"" o5 Ja~ckisoexille , amid aI recent dmscover-y- has revealled th~e cx-
Istun'c of a v 'I 

t
i -C dep'sit or green am. i in she county of icon.

" Ot 2I;-_:!Ai-:vee2 With se-frcence to time adaptation (of the State to the
ray'-in'; of s!rik ot '11l 'non", "efficient cvidence is given icr the fact that
Ort little ease and etiton nuna mrl incon'ilem able amount of feeding are

ree'vrc7d to sustain stock in gmod conudiion even in the extreme nortlern
nurtion. of the State; while wirtter sooth there is a vast extcent of at least
v0,000 square miles in wench stock of all -inds can be raised, with no ex-
Frense of feedi i at any season.

`lIeSi AND OY5TEXRS.-In thle St. John's Shad Of very line quality are
Caught with ease in the proper season; and banks of 300 mileshin length
extend along the western andsoentrwestemr coast, upon which fishi equal
in qluality and quantity to those off the shores of Newfoundlandl and Lab-
rador are easily taken. Thlese fisheries have also this advantage, that
they are never interrupted by the rigors of any :season of the year. Oys-
ters of excellent flavor and of incredible size are found along the shores of
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the multitudiuous bays, inlets, and streams. Thle talkilig and preservation
of fish and oysters most at no distaut period becomvll an lmportant aInd
lucrative business.

" OPPORTUNITIES FORP TIIE MIANUFACTURE OF WVOOD.-It is surprisingll
that the variety and abundance of tile most valuable and plracticable woods
that are known and used in the manufacture of wvoodenvware, and all arti-
cles for which wood fornisies the material, should not long clre this have
attracted more attention from the mechanics and malnlifuturers of the
colintr.

"No man can easily estimate thile imienlisity of material for common
lumber furnishled by the 40,000 acres of the best growth of pines existinh
in this State. But while thlis fact is to soime extent recognized, it is not
knowna that this same pine, mwhen properly plepared, furnishes as good and
as beautifiul a mlaterial, it well selected, as any ornamental wood. CedLar,
both red and white, is abundant; while cypress, a wood almost as valoable
as cedar for pails, tubs alld casks, and also available for doors, sashl and
bIlinds, is fbund everywhv-ere in tile greatest abundance. Mangrove, equal
to rosewood and box, alnd available fbr the salime plurploses, is found lill
South Florida, lhelre also call be obtained the royal palil, lakiug one of
tile inoft beautiful Nwoods conceivable. Ashl, oak in a.ll its varieties, and
the best of hickoly abound everywherle. Were this affiiuence of' material,
with its accompanying abundance of fiel for ploducing mnotive power,
located at the Northl, it vould he eagerly sought for, even lvlele the frosts
of winter chain up the navigable wvaters for a large portion of the year. It
is believed that tile -wondelfol richness of the resources of Flolid.a in this
cdlirection Iuost soon comiiaind tile attention of the wvhole country.'

I. close thle w-orlk of the year in the Departmnent of llnpyli
gration with cordial thanks to your Excellency folr the nun-
varying interest and encouragement whvich ]1as always been
tnost readily given wvhen it wxas most needed. I am also
largely indebted to the warlim andI cc dial interest and sym-
pathy which I have received on all hands fiolm all classes.
and especially firorm my eolleagones in the cabinet: anl I
hope I may be excused for exlpressino tle conviction that the
actual ilnmigration attailled, the lalre inclrease of knowledge
about our State, alnd the illleasig ilntcleest manifested by
persolnal exalnination of her clasilns to attention, all comlbine
to evince tie practical wisdoml of the organization of this
Depalrtment of the State govelrnlllellt.

The portionl of this repolrt relating to tile Public Lallds is
delayed to comlplete the colmputation necessalry to give a frli
alld complete viewv of the present condition of the llild. It
will appear withlin a few days.

Velry lespeetfilly,
J. S. ADrMS,

Colmlmissioner of Lands and Ilmmigration.
cTallah assee, Fla., Dee. 24, 1871.
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REPORT

OF TIE

COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND IMMIGRATION

UPON THE PUBLIC LANDS.

To His Excellency GOVERNOR REED:
SIR-I have the honor to Bubimit herewith, so much. of ry

report as Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, as refers
to the lands of the State intrusted to the charge of the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund.

In olrder to give a view of the past and present condition
of the lands that should be as full as possible, a large amount
of calculation of course has been necessary, which has sO.
delayed the preparation that I found it imlpossible to finish
this portionl of the report in time to publish it at the begin--
ning of the sessioa of the Legislature, as is reclquiredof the
report of the Comlmissioner of Immigration.

Upon the proclamation of the adoption of the constitntion-
al amendments, which consolidated the two offices of Sur-
veyor-CGeneral and Commissioner of Immigration, and tool
effect May 15, 1871, having by your Excellency been ap-
pointed Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, I assnmed
the duties of the joint office and commencel my work.

I found the affairs of the office in a somewhat confused
andcl unsatisfactory situation, so that an accurate knowledge
of the exact condition of the Public Lands coulcl only be at-
tained by several mouths of clerical labor. My predecessor
had relnoved from the State, malking it impossible for me
to avail myself of his familiarity wvith the business of the
office. In this emergency I had the good fortune to secure,.
the clerical assistance of Mr. II. A. Corley, who ill pl'eViOuLS
years has long been connected with the State Land oftice.
and whose clharacter for integrity and competency is welk
known to all who have had dealings with the office in times-
gone by. I have found the close clerical knowledge and
habits of Mr. Corley, and his perfect familiarity with the
records, bools and papers of the office invaluable, and in-

ldeed indispensable in my endeavors to put the affairs of the
office thorousghly to rilghts and in order.
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The former practice of selling lands partially on credit,
taking notes for installments due, mnany of which notes are
unpaid and uncollectable,and for previous receipts in advance
of funds on deposit to the credit of purchasers1 large and
small, have all contributed to embarrass and confuse the
records. It was difficult to ascertain and clistinguishI the
complete and incomplete contracts, and to know the total
amounts patented, the amount conveyed, or contracted to be
conveyed, and the amount remaining.

Diligent effort and much labor has been bestowed in this
matter, and although perfect accuracy has not as yet been
attained, the report wvill give a very close approximation to
the present condition of the Public Lands.

With the sanction and under the direction of the Trustees
(of the Internal Improvement Fund, a new system of keep-
ing the accounts of sales of lands has been adopted, and
books provided, which are so arranged that each application
to purchase, each receipt of Treasurer and each deed of
land, as it is made use of, leaves its record of the whole trans-
action behind it, in such manner that a full record of all the
conveyances of land will, at any time, be easily attainable
t 'po0 1 inspection, in the future.

There has been in former years a considerable demand for
cOpies of the Township maps deposited in the office, for each
of which friom $2.50 to $5 has been paid, but this has not
hitherto contributed to the support of the office. I have
fixed the average price of metaps at $3, and having secured
permanently the services of Mr. Corley, have arraniged with
h1im that the receipts for copies of mnaps shall defray all ex-
pense of extra clerk hire that mnav be necessac y in making
copies of maps, thus effecting a saving of $1,000 per year,
which has been paid heretofore for clerk hire.

The following data will give a practically accurate view
of the present condition of the Public Lands, so far as regards
the amounts actually patented to the State, and the amiourants
actually conveyed, whether conditionally or otherwise, as
appears of record.

All the Public ,tndls of the State are classified as Inter-
nal Improvemenit 'LILlids Swainp and Overflowed Lands,

School Lands, and Seminary Lands, and were all derived
from the general governn111e lt.

The following statements show the amounts that have been
thus received of each class

-'4
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STgerICfELNT of SwanI c n~d Oveflzowedl Lancls patented to the
State of' Plorida 'uncder the Act qf Congress, approvedl Sep-
tenzber 28, 1850.

- Tallahassee Dist.
1

Newnenmsville Dist. St. Augustine Dist. Tampa Dist.

QUANTITT. QtQU AITITY. QUANTITY. QUANTITY.

A Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.

1 108s,181 05; i 35,055.03 138,908.14 712,095.M7i
513.7 01, .,292.26(i 216,40807 6!)8 8'9971
.5 IS3,501.70 178,045.79 931,384.01

4 .,7 ,1W15.9 2i;60,884.08 -14843664.10
'I' 5o i' if 0.9.17 54192 407.4s 69

(j ·303,558.(; M)5S.4' 24 012
290,43709 198122.00 .Po.Oli 308 7158 60

s dY265 .BO 11'i,20i.80 2,'l50.24 155hiS 068
94,759,g1-,310.47I6 . .. 9543 215,4W.3

10 I I09541.1' 71 ,579.01 .. 37 '-15
11 .4f,SS9 1 "2,030.01 I . ........... 307, 949.39

5) )I 101089 .............. ..... 001.7

St9 5115. .................. . . I . 158450.41
35-,- 901 1..........9......1I 5 'o48 .... . .- -. I s.=. s..........5 si t 8~0n5_ _ _ ____::: ::i _l_l__ __

I 1)., 67 1.A130',S : 1,2,772 1920,00.4-1

T' _-1ECAP1ULATION.

Tallahassee Diclnrit ............................ 2,51,505.
Newn nisvilk T Dist-ict-j 1................................ 8
St. Alignstisne DSlt-ct .... 1.......5....... .2...... ......
TampaLDistrict.. .4,92),U 44

10,044-1,dJ.1 -

INTELS..VL L2tP1'ROVE0ENT1 LANDS.

Tile cuaiit ofi t :sd approved to tise State for Internal Isinlrovements
unc(ev tlte Sil section of iect of Congress, (If 4th September, 13841

........ .... ....... ........ .. 4 8 r21!
This, aes ed atllow 5-by rtoall tYssortll

of Alabama line.01...01
Qoanlltity 130411 of the '' JV SItso line," asnl prexionosly

disiosed otfby State of fcorgia. . 1,105.01
Qoiantity co-ered by Spanish Giants localted after ap-

llrov)al of tlie lands to dIGe Stat ................ 804.06-- 2,010.08

Leaving a -balance ofln. los. Iands approved to the State of', acres, 440,115.43

The formner Surieyor 0 eneral, F. ~W. Webster, in his re-
port of Decenobex 31, 1869, stated tite amount of Internal
Improvement lands aptroved to the State, at 450,823.32~
acres, but though this is nearly correct, tlhe accurate amounti
as ascertained in b a careful summing, is as above stated,
446,115.48 acres.
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6W;IIoOL LANDS.

The "- School Lands" in this as in several of the newer
States, consist of lands granted under a general law, bestow-
ing the sixteenth section in every Township for the support
of schools in that Township, which inure to the benefit of'
the schools immediately upon the survey of such Township.
The precise quantity, therefore, is constantly varying, but if
the number of Townships now surveyed be estimated at
1,000, which is not far from the truth, and the sections are
given an average area of one square mile, we lave 640,000
acres as the amount of " School Lands." The exact amount
is 704,692.21 acres; aggregate sales to January 1, 1872,
10S,677.34 acres; balance unsold, 596,014.87.

SUMINAYll LANDS.

The Seminary Landms " consist of lands granted by the
general government for the special support of two semina-
ries in Last anti West Florida respectively.

The amount thus approved to the State for seminary pur-
poses is 8.5,714.08 acres.

Under existing laws, the control and disposition of the
School and Seminary lands is intrusted to the State " Board

.4 *of Education" composed of the Superintendent of Public In-
struction, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney-Gencral ;
and the proceeds of Rsale are devoted exclusively to educa-
tional purposes. To 4.,-vo0 the Department of Education the
expense off maps and([ cleprk hire, an arraiigenent exists by
which applications for School and Seminary Lands are
made thr-ough the Slate Land office, hut all deeds of these
lands arc executed by the members of the Board of Edaca-
tion, wmho control their disposition, and the receipt of ap.pli
cations and preparation of deeds constitute the only connec-
tion had with- this Departmient.

The view of the School and Seminmary Lands will there-
fore close with a

REcAPITULATION:

Amount of Semina·ry lauds. approved, acres 3,714.08
Ain't of Seminary lands sold utp to Jan'y. 1, 18721_.45,942.34

Leaving an amount not disposed of, acres .......... 39,771.74
Seminary lands sold during year enfdingt No-

vember 3d, 1871, acres ................... .... 3.,58.81 for $10.024J2(i
Schloollands, wvhole am' t approved, acres......... 704,692.21

sold ............... 108,677.34

Leaving estimated balance of .................. 5056,014.87
School lanls sold during year ending Ndvem-..

ber 30,1871, acres ........................... ,97.78 for $101024.206
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Total sales of Swamn p Lands, acres............ 399,110.69
For wvhich was received, Cash ................. $328,543.69

Notes ................. 127,899.70

$456,443.39

Snwanmp entries cancelled, acres .............. 6,164.16
Amount refunded, Cash ....................... .3,360.61

Notes ...................... 4,395.57

$7,756.18

Swamp Lands forfeited, acres ................. 17,771.00
Notes cancelled .......................... $1... $5,955.07

Balance, complete sales, acres ................. 375,175 53
Receipts .............. 32,732 14

Total sales of Internal Improvement Land, acres, 204,T51 44
For which was received, Cash ............ $..... $175,577.29

Notes ............... 174,660.39

$350,237.68

Internal Improvement entries cancelled, acres.. 1,362.70
Amount refunded, Cash ....................... $1,321.00

Notes ...................... 693.08

D2,014.08

Internal Improvenlment Lands forfeited, acres.... 3,8389.34
Notes cancelled.............3............. $3,900.01

Balance, complete sales, acres ................. 200,099.40
Receipts ............. . $344,823.59

GRANTED TO RAILROAD COMPANIES, (Ac.ES.)
Swamp. 1 T.

Florida ..................................... 317,748.55 11,2.1 5,
Pensacola C&eorgi ........................... 63,796.48 1,7,5 29

F. A. & G. Central ............................ 164,568.21
labanma and Florida ......................... 27,613.382

Total .................. ............... 573,726.56 12,996,86

SOLD TO I. L. IARRT FO RE3MO0VING OB1STRUCTIONS TO TIIE NAI-1

GATION OF OCKELALWAHA RIVER UNUEI1t HrIS FIRST CONTRACT.

Swamp Lands, acres................... 29,846.23--$14,023.12

internal Imnlprovement Lands acres ............. 3,159.80-- 5,061.21

33,006.03 . $19,984.33

.OLD TO EDWARD N. D)ICKERSON FOR FLORIDA RAILROAD Cot

PONS.

Swamp Lands, acres.....2............... .236,606.02--$-----

InternalImprovement Lands, acres ............ 9,901.42

246,507.44 .$-

SOLD TO WILLIAMl E. JACKSON FOPR FLOPRIDA, ATLANTIC & -. CUI.F

RAILR.OAD COUPONS.

Swamp Lands, acres .......................... 113,064.80--$126,315.00
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SBVWAP LANDS DISPOSED OF.
Acres. Receipts.

Sales to individuals ........................... 375,175.53-$432,732.14
Railroads .................................... 578 726.56
H. L. Hart ................... 2............... 9,846.23
E. 1. Dickerson ............................. 236,606.02
William E. Jackson, in coupons ................ 118,064.80 126,3315.00

1,328,419.14

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENVT LANDS DISPOSED OF.

Sold to individuals ........................... 200,099.40 $844,;;23 .5!
Railroads ................................... 12.,996 80
11. It Hart ................... 3............... -j,159.80
13 N. Dickerson ................... 9.......... 9,901.42

220,157.48
RECAPITULATION:

Whole amount of Swamp and Overflowed Lands
approved, acres ............................ 10,644,383.14

Whole amount of Swamp and Overflowed Lands
disposed of ................................ 1,258,419.14

Balance, acres ................... 9........ 9,315,914.00
Whole amount of Internal Improvement Lands

approved.446,115.48
Whole amount of Internal Improvement Lands

disposed of .................. 2............20,157.48

Balance, acres ........................... 219,958.00
Giving an amount of lands not unconditionally conveyed as follows:

Swamp and Overflowed Lands ................. 9,315,914
Internal Improvement ........................ 219,958

Balance, acres ............................ 9,535.872

STATEMENT showing the quiatntity of Sioampj and -interinal Ai-
pr-ovement Lanads sold, cand the amounot received thei-qfor, each,

month of the year- 1S7 1.

SIVARP DSurns. I INT. Imr. LAliBS. Total
MwONTHLxxns. Total Amount

MIONTHI. -- FSold. Puregac

1871. Quan. sold. Fur. money. Quan. sold. Par. money. Money.

Acres. Acres. Acres.

January ... 1,832.84 $2,291 04 113.52 $216 90 2006 30 $-2,50 94
February... 2,443.82 3, 10 40.15 610 212 2·,423 97 3,111 58
March...... 483.87 604 84. . .. 4& Si 6e1 84
A '..... 321.41 401 5 . . . 321.41 401 75

281.47 351 86 28147 351 80
June....... 23,892.90 29,240 80 . . .23,892 70 29,240 866
July... 10.... 8.19 1,411 49 1,26616 1,417 49
August .... 419.05 839 49 89.44 1.78 568 49 118 81
September 2.428.53 2,586 55 40.10 50 12 2a,48.8 2,636 I0
October...: 1,24685 1,816 95 80.14 100 17 1,36 9½ 1,417 12
November . 4,293.44 4,141 53 . . .4,)994 4,447 51
December.......... .. ............. ............. ......... ....

Total.... 35.41614 $46,415 49 42-3.85 $006 2-9 89,.319.49 $41,061 -Is
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O rihe sales in June, 28,,116.01 acres, yielding 28,895 01, were conve yed
1. Southern Inland Navigyation Cornpany, for c(,ripons w-hich had been
pireviously deposited with S. B. Conover.

The sales to Williams & Saunn at one dollar per acre, under tills plCe-
cial contract, and included in foregoing statement, amnount to 6,567.00
:arele5.

Received in coulpons(besides the Southern Inland Navigation C0nm1:rny
curllries), $2,040.43.

Nearly all of the grants or concessions of land madiC by thec

forlner trustees were g ants made directly or indire tly ill a'id of

tile construction of railroads, and with the excoptbon of nssist-

aee rendered the Indian River Canal, the clearirn oF the ob1-
structions of the Ocklawaha River, and coitcessiois to Messrs..
[antu and Gleason, comparatively little attention hid ever been

given to drainage.
But npon the accession of the l)rcsrllt trgstees they in view oF

the fa-t that the act of Congress bestowing the swamp and over-

flowed lands specifically provided that the proceeds of their sale

* hould be devoted e~Lelnsively to drainage, so tar as necessary,

M;d in consideration of the advancement nearly to completion of

.,he other wvorks otfinternal improvement, deemed it their bonunder

Juty to tinrn their attention largely to workfs of reclamation,

,Irailanmoe setdlelrnent, and occupation.
Accordin I y they wiie dis osed to consider with lIlL-vor the piron -

oasitiorrs made reilatina to the ~eclnamtion of inundalted landsl, the
construction of canals amd of ailroads, contractiro' for the drain-,
:v mu laid reclamatiuon of oves flowed lands.

the Indian liv er Canal, which had been particularly mentioned

in the act creating the trust and constitnting the trustees, as a

proper object of tie trust, andc to winch specific assistance was,
rivien in tire act to an atonrt not exceedinrg $4,000 and 4,000

aicres of land to each mile of canal constructed, hadl been under.-

tak~en iii former times and- fairly begunr, but for some nuklown

reason had failed.
Yet, as was evinced by the specific mention given to it in tlhe

atct of 1855, the wide discussion of' the project at the time and tile
large measure of assistance given with rarticularity ii the law,

it seemed to he generally conceded that, while Middle ard West

Florida, and the wvestfern portion of Last Florida, could only be

made accessibe by railroads, East Floridla would be compelled

to rely for tire impil)Ve-inenkt of its 'sacilities for travel and coni-

Inlercial intercourse Ulponl tile St. Johns ar([ itdr tributaries, and

Indian River andc canals connected therewith. Such seemed the

general verdict of the common .phblc sentiment.
Accordingly the revival of the Indian River Canal project

specially mentioned in the act, andt the improvement of the Ock-
lawaha iliver with a connection thereof with the waters of the

Gulf, were, fromt the first, objects bf much interest with thec

piresent trustees.
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When, therefore, under the lead of its president, I-Jon. N. Ii.
Atoragne, the Southern Inland Navigation Com inpany proposed
to the trustees for a sufficient consideration in land to nnderttake
and complete a canal wlich should furnish a continuous line of
Steam navigation from the waters of the St. Johns to Iey Bis-
cayne at the southern extremity of the poll nelsula, the oppoitun
nity to perfect a work so necessary to the general convenience,
and for so long a time a favorite scheme with the people of E ast
Florida, was gladly taken, and from time to time the eoncessions
that seemed necessary to complete the work were given, ,cep-
ing the compensation entirely within the rate of $4,000 amd
4,000 acres sanctioned in the act of 18,55.

And again when IHI. L. Hart, Esq., so well known as one of
our most 0enterpr-ising and energetic business men, of well known
character for honor and integrity, proposed, for alternate sections
along the route, to complete an uninterrupted line of' steam
navigation from the St. Johns westward to the nltf his propo-
sition was accepted and the needed concession m!ade.

So of the Pease Creek Immi-gration and improvenicut Com-
pany under the lead of D. P. Holland and W. -Ii. Kendrick,
whose projected improvement of that river and tributaries would
breathe the breath of new life throuoh Soutliwcst Florida and
redeem and make accessible all exceedingly Valnable region.

So likewise of the Welkiva Steambost( Co. with M1essrIs. -Mills
and Stewart at the head, which proposed to open up one of the
best known regions for the cultivation of oranges and sugar-
canne.

So of the Great Southern Riailway Co., th art for a lar'e con-
cession of lands was willing to nudertak e the constrncttio n of a
grreat railway that should extend froni the northern boundary
entirely through the State to its Southern cxtreinity und'elr a

ontract; to effect the reclanation. and diainr'g e of a vast extent
of land along its route.

So, at the solicitation of Dr. Johen W1eTstcott largely interested
pei "'onally, v alnable assistance was rendered the Rnailbroath front
!Iocm to St. Augustine, under a contract for similar drainage.

-inn, Imnder a firm conviction, subseqnently- fully sustained bv
Judge 1tradley of the U. S. Suprelme Court, that " occupation],
Settlement, development," were legitinate and co-ordinate obl-
jects of tln. trust, a contract wvas made witli the Florida Improve-
Ilcut Coinpuny to secure the occupation and development of the
State, by the introduction of actual settlers, by the grant of lands
in. alternate tracts at an almost nominal price, but under conditions
involving the expenditure of large sums of money in the support
of numerous agencies and the procurement of extensive adver-
tisement.

Some of the grants made were quite large, it is tirue, bnt they
cwerc nearly all in remote and wild regions that head so renmained
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in an uncultivated condition in the State, known an1d settled two
hundred and fifty years before many of the new States in the

West and Northwest had been even nameld.
Most of the concessions were in alternate tracts so arranged

upon conditions of drainage and accessibility that the alternate
remaining tracts were more valuable upon completion of con-
tracts made than were the whole before.

Nearly every grant was made upon contracts conditioned for
the accomplishment of works of the highest public and private
importance, and so made that the lands conceded only inured
Progressively to the grantees, as the work contracted for was
by degrees accomplished, or where actual deeds of land were
made to assist in loaning means for the prosecution and com-
pletion of the connected contracts. The proceeds of the sales were
made to follow the same rule, and passed to the contractors only
as the work progressed.

For the prosecution of the works nramned, lands were contracted
to be conveyed, as follows, as accurately as can be estimated,
where precise amounts cannot be given:

To the Sonthern Inland Navigation. Company, 2,000,000 acres conditionally.
To the Florida lmprovement Company, 1,100,000 acres conditionally.
To the Pease Creek I. & I. Company, 130,000 acres conditionally.
To the Wekiva Steamboat Confipany, 13,000 acres conditionally.
To the Tocoi Railroad Company . . 5,000 acres conditionally.
To H. L. Hart . . .200,000 acres eonditionally.
To the Great Southern Railway, ... 4,000,000 acres conditionally.

7,507,000 acres.

It is true that these lands, upon failune of the conditions, are
liable to revert in whole or in part to the fund, but the above
figures show nearly the amount of lands " conveyed or con
tracted to be conveyed" to various parties or corporations for
thle construction of different works of internal improvement.

We are now able to ascertain nearly the amount of lands re-
maining to the fund so far:

Whole amount of swamp and overflowec lands unsold, 9,315 914 acres.
Wlhole amnount of Internal fimprovenment lands unsold, 219,958 acres.

Total nlsold. 9,535,872 acres.
Dednet total amount of above concessions, 7,507,000 acres.

And a balance will remalin off 2028,872 acres.

Which, propelly managed, may suffice to meet the liabilities

of the fund.
There is a considerable quantity of land selected heretofore

which has not vet been approved, and under their contract
with the trustees, Messrs. Swaini and Williams have selected
upwards of 2,000,000 acres. These will, no doubt, be in time
approved, thus adding to the fund about 2,500,000; but, as
above appears, the amount of lands " now in the possession of
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the trustees, and not hitherto conveyed or contracted to be
conveyed to other parties or corporations," cannot much exceed
2,000,000 of acres. And as one known claim exists against the
funied of $679,000, and some $500,000 more at least can be easily
mentioned, any arrangement that would clear the fund from all
debt by a conveyance of the 2,028,000 acres " now in posses-
sion," leaving the lands hereafter to accrue for future works of
improvement, should meet with general approval.

As appears from the report, and as is otherwise well known,
the policy of the early Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
seems to have received a strong impress from the pre-existing
fact that the desirabilityand necessity of railroad communication
to connect and convene the widely separated portion of so large
a territory, was the principal moving cause of the creation of the
fund, and largely tended to give tone and character to the policy
of the early trustees, and make them strongly conservative of the
special interests of railroads.

That this was well, so far as relates to the Internal Improve-
ment lands, little doubt has ever been expressed. But that the
same policy should control the disposition of the swamp and over-
flowed lands ever was and still is decidedly problematical, whether
as a matter of legal right or of expediency; for, by the letter as
well as spirit of the act of Congress bestowing these lands upon
the including States, they were all directed to be so disposed of
that " the proceeds of said lands, whether from sale or direct ap-
propriation in kind, shall be applied exclusively, as far as neces-
sary, to the purpose of draining said lands by means of levees
and drains."

Hence, notwithstanding the policy of devoting the swamp and
overflowed lands almost exclusively to the construction of rail-
roads, almost to the entire neglect of the claims of reclamation,
drainage, and occupation, based upon the supposed paramount
character of railroad claims and liabilities, seemed to have be-
come fixed with preceding trustees, and to be fortified by a se-
ries of decisions of our State courts; still, the present trustees
have always felt that in any thorough litigation arising out of
their administration of the fund, their acts or refusals to act
would in the U. S. Courts, of last resort, be judged by the lan-
,uage and spirit of the act of Congress, from which, through
State legislation, the fund and its trustees both originated.

And accordingly, as before stated, the present Trustees have in
all their grants and contracts, whether with railroad or canal
companies, made thorough drainage, or occupation and settle-
mnent, inevitable conditions precedent to all grants.

And this policy seems to have been abundantly sustained by
lion. J. Bradley, of UT. S. Supreme Court, in an interlocutory
dlecision made in May last in the case of F. Vose vs. Trustees,

4*
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in giving the opinionl, in which that learned judge remarks:
'lt is not merely to preserve the fund as a security for the
payment of railroad bonds that the trust is created, but to pro-
vidcle for the drainage and reclamation of the lands, anld their set-
tlement and cultivation. These are political objects of the most
important character."

* * * "And these as well as railroad improvements
are made objects of the trust. Drainage, reclamation, clevelop-

ment, in2migration, are all of them objects of the first National
and State importance.

Believing these views to be well founded, they have governed
the action of the Trustees and dictated their policy, by which,
without detriment to the sufficiency of the fund to meet all its
railroad liabilities, they have fostered and assisted all deserving
plans of drainage, improvement and occupation.

In section 4 of the Internal Improvement Act of 1855, which
created the fund and its trustees, the building of railroads,
canals, roads, and drainage by canals or levees, are made the ob-
ject of the trust, and by repeated subsequent legislation, the im-
provement of wavter-courses is also recognized as another legiti-
mnate object of the original trust.

The Internal Improvement Act specifies a railroad from St.
.Tohn's River to Pensacola with exatensions to St. Malrks and St.
Andrew, a railroad from Amelia Island to 'T'ampa with an ex-
tension to Cedar IKeys, and a canal from Indian River to the St.
Johns, as the real and substantial objects of the trust; and Ilon.
D. L. Yuulee, chairman of the committee introducing the Internal
Improvement Act which they had cldrafted, in their report, says:
' These improvements, with roads from Macon in the direction

of Cedar lKeys, and from MIontgomnery to Pensacola, and to some
other more eastern point of our system, tecill comp.lete call the (le-
sirable linlesfor at prospmerous systemn."

And in regard to the necessity and value of these specified
improvements, the committee, in the same report, say : " The
piclid en/wah cemenlt of tI/e /en erncil cealth, ad p2Jopnlation certain

tofollowl their coitstriection Would le co-Ple. ,C:Of)L7lSfe for the

slien2cldie of t/h.e whole fio7l."n

In tile re'port of the Comlnissionur, it will applear that uponl
thJe eoliing in of thle presellt trustees, they lomnd the fund in the
sa;Le contest l conlditioni tlit ch:llr:aterized other branches of
the State gojyerlilmeit as dlepictcd ii tile report of Comptroller

Williamlls inl I6b ill Xvhichll he says: '; Since the year 1848 there
hlave been no accounts 1 eit slhowiu thile exlpenllse for which the
State hlas bleet liable. For instalnc, tlerie is nlo executive, no
juedicial, no militrl, allud no cotlltingent, lor otllher necessary ex-

pelse accounts to be found froin tle cair 1 848 down to the year
elding N1o\-. l, ISGO.M

And this 'itlultilon thllus evidently 1a1d e inougll at that time,
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was rendered indescribably worse by the intervention of the
terrible war of the rebellion, which interlruptedl the business, seat-
tered the records and papers, and wasted the resources of the
Internal Implrovemenlt Fund as well as those of the State, so as
exceedingly to embarrass all the operations, of the Trustees.

UTpon their accession the Trustees gatheredl llup the remniants
of the papers belongillg to the fund, arLd set themselves about
the work imposed upon them. 'They found none of' the objects
of the trust entirely completed. The railroad firom Fernlandina,
completed to Cedar IKeys, but w-ithout its extension ; the rail-
road frolm the St. Johns to lPensacola less than half done, and
both, so far as completed, sold or liable to be sold for nron-com-
plianlce with the provisions of the Internal Improveluent act.
'Tlhe Ilndian river canal h:aid beell attempted, hut had failed;
while the fund, indebted to the amount of milliolls for the
bluilding and equipment ot' the roads, was reeciving little or
nothing from the sale of lands, and the greLat object of dlrain-
age, for the special accolmplisliment of \whlich the swamp and
ovelrflowect lands wvelre deeded by Congress, hacl beell almost en--
tirely neglected.

Ullder all these diseourlLagillg circumnstiances the steady effort
of the trustees las been to )i,'lilulte the railro:ad to Pensacola,
to give the proper attention To thle drainlage so nlmuclh required
by the health alld bhusi.ess t) ti)e St;ate, to pay off the existing
liabilities of the fund, inlrelse the sale ot lands, and stimulate
irnmigration and developmenllt.

Withl authority to invest even the sillnkillng fundl in State antl
railroad securities, they made State scrip aind railroad coupons
receivalble for land hoping thus to bing the purchase of lands
within the rlech of all, and at the same timle to place the claims
against the fhlundl, representedl by couponls, in the process of
liquidation.

They have, in additioli to the special objects mentioned ils
the act, made ; g'ranllt of large lropoitions to secure the eon-
strulletiou of a uaiload foulr hunldrel miles long, runnillg north
and south along the eastern coast. They have measurably se-
cured, by a liberal grlant, the constlrullction of inland canals fri-ot
the St. Johns to Miami, fromu the St. Johns to the Gulf, fronlm
one extremity of the interior lakes in Sumtelr antd Maliion
counties to the othelr. Thbey hlave plovidel for the improve-
inent of the Welkiva altid the (icl taw.hah and Pease Greel;.
rlhev have encourapged the railroald from Tocoi to St. Angus-j
tine, and they had hoped to finish the original plan of the In-
ternal Improvement Act by securing the completion of a rail--
road from Jacklsonville to Pensacola, thus stifling in the most
effective way all tallk of annexation to Alabama, and quieting
all movements for the change of the Capitol by making Tal-
lahassee the convenient and commercial, as well as geographlli--
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C.Il centre of the State, and all this from the lands now in hand,
without trenching upon future accretions to the fund.

But all their operations have been hampered and embarrassed,
and the sale of lands nearly stopped, while the proceeds re-
ceived have been consumed in litigation arising out of the prose-
cution of old debts and accruing liabilities, in which the charac-
*ter and conduct of all who have ever acted in the management
of thle fund has been violently assailed, while the legality and
validity of all the grants of land for promotion of drainage, recla-
mation, and development, though recognized by Judge Bradley
as legitimate, have been attacked, thus so tainting the validity of
these grants as almost to stop the work of improvement so well
begun.

Anxious to save the fuind for some purpose more valuable to
the people than to support a useless litigation, the Trustees have
al*ways been ready to settle all such litigation upon the best at-
tainable terms within their power. And conferences and nego-
tiations, innumerable, have, under the direction o 'the Trustees,
occurred in order to effect a settlement.

Muwilling to continue a litigation so expensive, -which may, in
the Supreme Court of last resort, end in a condemnation of our
railroad policy, so far as affects the appropriation of lands
thereto, specially given for drainage and reclamation, and so dis-
turb a policy in which so many of our citizens have so deep an
iterest, and at the same time equally unwilling to brand as illegal
a policy of drainage which they fully believe to be both legal, nec-
essary and expedient, the Trustees have so far refused to involve
fuature additions to the fund in present litigation, or to turn
aver to the control of any other parties, contracts for improve-
ment effected with men of all parties, who may claim to be under
their protection, and consequently such negotiations have hith-
erto failed.

But conceiving that nearly all the original objects of the Inter-
nal Improvement Act will be finished in the consummation of
present contracts and the completion of the long-hoped for rail-
moad to Pensacola, the Trustees have accepted a settlement prof-
fered upon the following terms: that the completion of the rail-
r.oad to Pensacola, the payment of all claims and debts of every
nature and kind against the fund, and payment of $100,000 into
the fund being guaranteed, while the validity and propriety of
the contracts made for drainage and improvement is conceded,
and all lands involved reserved for the control of the Trustees,
they have assented to a decree which will convey the lands now
in possesion, relying upon those that are to accrue under the
Swamp Act, for the encouragement of future improvements.

Having been appointed long since one of a committee in-
structed to secure a vigorous defence in the Vose suit, which was
pending in the United States Circuit Court of the Northern Dis-
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trict of Florida, with the certainty of anl approaching heacnring
upon questions of the highest importance, ill the absence of tile
Attorney-General, one Of the counsel of the trustees, anid time only
one remaining, upon conference with the majority of the trustees.

I employed other counsel to assist in the conduct of the deit4n1ee
And recently, after an expensive litigation that has run on jar

years, consuming, the sinking fund, stopping the sale of lands, and
being aimed at the validity and legality of all the contractis
made for reclamation and impioveiienut and thus has been the
most serious obstacle to the occupation, improvement, aind de-
velopment of the State; and ater riepeteld and protracted ne-
gotiations, by the advice of the counsel employed, and, us I sup-
posed, with not only power deleggted to do so, but also with t ie
concurrence of the majority of the Trustees, I assented to tise
hearing of a decree agreed upon before Judge Woods at Maia;l-
niab, and to the decree, if it should meet the approbation of' heqa
judge who tried the case.

The following is a synopsis of the decree, which is all I hcti is
necessary here, as, thanks to an eager zeal to seize a cninic,
impute evil motives to public officials with a plausible pru- t
of success, the whole decree-, has appeared in the public ;lewpi

pers ~~~~THlE DEPCaIRE.

1st. Tjile decree ascertnins Mlr. Vose's claimi to be
bonds, coupons and past due coupons $679,285.

2d. The amount of scrip, money, bon(ds, and other ci
action, in band and in sinking fund and to accrue, ;;1~
amount of lands is ordered to he ascertained.

3d. Trustees ordered to invest in Vose's bonds, his *'.- £

share of sinking fund, and fronm time to time the sintl - i-
to accrue jn'o )rata.

4th. A certain previous conditional contract betweni
tees and the J., P. & Ml. Railroad is ratifiedl as follows:

The trustees re-deed the 100,000 acres of land deededl ioi i e

al Florida Improvement Company, and reeonveyed by tli' '1<

pany to the Trustees under the order. of the court, n" ih n-
vey to E. A. Studwell similarly the lands once deeded I il n Yid
by him recoimveyed tnder order of court.

Trustees to convey to the Florida limprovemenit (twipony.
1i50,000 acres of land already surveyed by themel.

The J., P. & Md. Railroad to pay $100,000 to the fiund, i4i set-
tle Mr. Vose's claim of $079,285, within tell months, to liqum-
date and satisfy every othier legal claim aigainst the frtin ; imkid

cancel and return all evidences thereof to the trustees; anjd to
complete a first-class railroad to Mobile.

The Trustees to convey to the J., P. &tr Ml. Railroad, all. the
lands now in possession-reservinig to their own control all lands.
hereafter coming to the fund, and all lands under contract
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with any party or corporation for other works of Internal Im-
provement, the deeds to remain with Brown Bro.'s & Co., of
New York city, until they are notified by resolution of Trustees
that all the conditions are complied with.

Such is the substance of the deuree ordered by Judge Woods,
who issued the injunction, after a fair negotiation between the
parties and upon hearing at Savannah.

R1EMARKS.

1st. The original objects of the trust by the fulfilment of the
decree will have been accomplished.

2d. An expensive litigation of a very large claim against the
fund i· settled, and thus the great obstacle to the occupation,
the drainagre and the settlement of the lands is removed.

3d. A contest between railroad and other claims is avoided,
which must have resulted finally in either invalidating all rail-
road grants, bonds, conpolls, deeds and claims foullnded on the
awamp and ovelrflowved lands, or in nullifying the drainage policy
of latter years.

4th. A first-class railroal is secued, which miakes through
Florida the tlransit of the Southeun Pacific Railroad, and gives
trans-continental through bills of fieight.

5th. All idea of annexation wxith AIlabama is killedl.
Gth. All notion of rerloving the Capital is destroyed.
7th. The State railroadl secnlities for State bonds arle el-

hanced three-fold.
8th. Local jealousy between East and West Florida ceases.
9th. I-Hart's Canal, G. S. Railway, Tocoi Railroad, Pease Creek

Imnprovement, Sonthern Inland Nnvigation Company grants,
are all put in the way of completion by the latent admission of
their validity, and these are all additions to the specified objects
of the trust.

l0th. The J., P. &* M. Railroadl pay andl satisfy all claims
against the fund, amounting to c1,500,000-and receive 2,000,000
acres-which is at the rate of 50 to 75 cents per acre.

An effort has been agitatedl to set aside the decree, which 1
most heartily hope will fail. Tt forlms an authenticatecl settle-
ment of too nmuch benefit to all ;wrties to be allowed to fail.

Three million acres of laud are sure to come to the fund soon
from selections, probably one to oe andllcl a half, fron nonl-per-
formance of contracts, anlld, withi a ciear balance sheet, the Inter-
nal Improvenent Funld may be madlle to accomplis tvice thc
work allotted to it, and be a blessing to thousands.

Eloping the above report maLy partially satisfy a general desire
for more reliable and extensive knowledge about the fund,

I have the honor to be, very respecttfully,
J. S. ADAMS,

Colmmissionler Landcls andcl Immigration.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

REPORT
or THEn

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OF THE

STATE OF FLORIDA,
For the rear ending September 30, 1871. 

I entered upon the duties of my present office about the mid-
dle of March, 1871. Half the school-year, including those months
in which the schools are mostly sustained, had already elapsed.
The year between September 30, 1870 and October 1, 1871, may
be described as on the whole a year of progress in spite of checks
and hindrances. The system of free schools, on its adoption the
previous year, appeared, in the language of Mr. Chase, "to have
reconciled, for the first time in the history of the Educational
legislation of the South, the extreme views of conflicting parties
and interests." At the next session of the Legislature the Re-
port of the Superintendent of Public Instruction states:

"Boards of instruction have been appointed in all the counties
excepting one. From this county no suggestions have been re-
ceived on the subject. Organizations have been completed in
twenty-six counties. Schools have been opened in an equal num-
ber. Eleven counties are wanlting county superintendents quali-
fied and commissioned to act. Eight have riot organized for
want of these officers. The census returns have been received
from twenty-six. The assessors in several have failed to take
the census. There are over 250 sbchools in operation, having an
attendance of over 7,500 pupils. Private schools hlave generally
been merged in free schools. Their numbers have immediately
increased. Some have doubled, others have quadrupled their at-
tendance. Fifteen counties have levied no tax. In nine of
these, schools have been organized and sustained by private con-
tributions under the law."

Several causes operated to check the momentum of the move-
ment so auspiciously inaugurated. The alienation of the head
of the department from the Executive of the State; the tempo-
rary vacancy in the office consequent upon Mr. Chase's death; 
the action of the Legislature limiting the amount of taxation for
school purposes in the several counties to one mill; the failure


