THURSDAY, February 15, 18771.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President in the Chair.

The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to
their names : , .

Messrs. Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Howell, Johnson, Long,
MeGuire, McKinnon, McMeekin, Meacham, Patterson, Richard
and Weeks—13.

A quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain. .

Mr. Long moved that the reading of the journal be dis-
pensed with;

Which was agreed to, and the journal corrected and ap-
proved. '

Mr. Lykes offered the following resolution :

Ziesotved, That the Comptroller be required to report to this
Senate the amount of General Contingent Fund expended since
the last session of the Legislature, and the nature of vouchers

-upon which said fund was paid, and to whom paid.

‘Which was read and adopted.

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution: .

WhEREAS, There have been recommended to the considera-
tion of the present General Assembly by a joint committee of
the twe houses thereof certain amendments to the Constitution
of the State of Florida, among others one contemplating a
reduction of the salaries of the officers of the (abinet to a min-
imum of one thousand two hundred dollars per anmum; ond
whereas, 1t is argned in support thereof that the several Cabi-
net officers of the State receive from sundry sources large addi-
tions to their salaries, particularly from the Internal Improve-
mend Fund and the School and Seminary Fund, therefore to
an intelligent understanding of the exact emolument of the
several positions,

Be it Resolved by the Senate, That the Treasurer of the State
of Florida, in right of his office as such, and as ex-officio
Treasurer of the said funds, be requested to report to the Sen-
ate an itemized account of allowances made out of said fuands,
within the last two years, to the several Cabinet officers, with
the occasion therefor, and the dates of such allowance. ’

Which was read and adopted.

The following memorials for mail routes were read, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce and Navigation:

From Live Oak, Suwannee county, to Bronson, Levy county.
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From Drifton, Jefferson county, to Deadman’s Baz, in Tay-
lor county.

From Greenville, Madison county, Florida, to Quitman,
(teorgia. .

The Committee on Finance and Taxation made the follow-
ing report: -

SENATE CHAMBER, 1
TALLAHASSEE, I'LA., February 14, 1877.§
Hon. Nonrr A. HuLy, ’
President of the Senale :

Sir—Your Committee on Finance a:xd Taxation, t¢ whom
was referred

Senate bill No. 83 :

To be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for the
Assessment and Collection of Revenue, approved 17th Febru-
ary, 1874, )

Have carefully considered the samsz, and recommend thas i
do pass.

et

WHITFIELD WALKER, Chm'n.

‘Which was read, and the acecompanying hill placed among
the orders of the day.

Also the following:

: SENATE CHAMBER,
Tavtagassie, Fra., Febroary 14, 1874.§
How. Nopre A. HouLr,
President of the Senate :

Sir—Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom
was referred

Senate biil No. 44 : :

To be entitled an act to amend section 11 of an act entitled
an act for the Asse-sment and Collection of Revenue, approved
February 17th, 1874,

Have carefully considered the same, and recommend that it
donot pass.

WHITFIELD WALKER, Chm™.

" Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day.

Also the followiing:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., February 14, 1877. \
Hon. Nosre A. Huri,
President of the Senate :

Sir—Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom

was referred
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Assembly bill No. 43:
To be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for the

xlﬁs;essment and Collection of Revenue, approved February 17,
874,

Have duly considered the same, and recommend that it do

not pass. i

WHITFIELD WALKER, Chm’n.

Which was read, 'and the accompanying bill placed among;
the orders of the day.
Also the fullowing : ,
SeENATE CHAMBER,
‘ TALLAHASSEE, FLA., February 15, 18177. |
Hox. Nosre A. Huir, )
h President of the Senate :

Sie—Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom
was referred ,

Assembly bill No. 130:

To be entitled an act to repeal an act to make provisions to
defray the expenses of a residence for the Chief Executive
Magistrate of this State, approved January 13, 1851,

Having fully considered the same, recommend its passage.

WHITFIELD WALKER, Chm'n.

Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day. :

The Committee on the Judiciary made the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., February 13, 1877. § .
Hon. NosrLE A. Huiy,
President of the Senate :
SieE—Your Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
- ferred

Senate bill No. 43 :

To be entitled an act to procure a Digest of the Laws of
Florida, _

Beg leave to report that they are of opinion that a properly
prepared digest ot the laws of the State is highly necessary,
and imperiously demanded for the convenience of the courts,
the bar, the officers of the State and its citizens generally.
The importance of such a work must be conceded, and its prac-
tical utility acknowledged, by all. At present our statutes
form rather a crude mass, difficult to understand and often re-
quiring judicial interpretation as to what the law is upon any
given subject. The laws should be so arranged that those re-
lating to the same matter should be found together ina com-
pact and concise form; whereas, as they now stand, they are
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scattered through several volumes and pamphlets, through all
of which one must grope his uncertain way in an endeavor to
agcertain what statutes are in force. The entire body of our
laws should be so simplified that all who read can understand

-them. As it is now, the statutes of the State having accumu-

lated to a large number and amount, they are beyond the reach
of the public at large; and on many subjects of the same and

- kindred nature, there has been much legislation, frequently in-
‘volving contrariety ; repeals by implication are often found,

while express repeals have been made with a lavish and often-
times careless hand, and amendments and modifications are
often so slight as to mistify or mislead the ‘reader. All this

" produces doubt and uncertainty as tothe law, requiring pro-

fessional skill or even judicial construction to remove or solve,
and must necessarily be productive of no small amount of liti-

_gation. Many laws supposed to be repealed or obsolete are

still in force, while others deemed in existence are really re-
pealed. By way of illustration, we refer, among others, to the

‘statutes in relation to revenue and finance, liens, estates, exec-

utors and administrators, crimes and misdemeanors.

Your committee are aware that the only objection that can
be urged against the project is its incidental expense; but we
think that the utility of a proper digest, its great practical use-
fulness, the benefits it wonld diffuse throughout the State,
should override all those considerations of a pecuniary char-
acter which might arise in many other cases.

Your committee, therefore, have instructed me to report the
bill back to the Senate, with the recommendation that it be
passed. C

J. L. F. COTTRELL, Chu’n.

Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day.

Assembly bill No. 49:

To be entitled an act to amend an act for the Assessment
and Collection of Revenue, approved 17th February, 1874,

Was on its second reading postponed until to-morrow.

Assembly bill No. 130:

To be entitled an act to repeal an act to make provision to-

defray the expenses of a Residence for the Chief Executive
Magistrate of this State, approved January 13, 1857,

Was read the second time.

Under a suspension of the rule, the bill wasread the third
time and put upon its passage.

Upon the question, Shall the bill pass ?

The vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Hendry,

™
2
™
g
%
3

",
:



270

Hill, Howell, Jobnson, Lykes, McGuire, McKinnon, McMeekin,
Patterson, Richard, Walker, and Weeks—16. :
Nays—Messrs. Meacham, Osgood and Walls—3.
So the bill passed—title "I.S stated.
Ordered that the same be certifled to the Assembly
Senate bill No. 43:

To be entitled an act to procure a digest of the Laws of Flor-

ida,
‘Was read the second time.

Under a suspension of the rule, the bill was read the third

time and putupon its passage.

Upon the question, Shall the bill pass?

The vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Howell;
Johnson, Long, Lykes, McKinnon, Meacham, Patterson, Rich-
ard, Walker, Wallace, Walls and Weeks—16.

Nays Hill, McGuire, McMeckin and Os-
good—4.

So the bill passed—title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

Under a suspension of the rule, Mr. Meacham offered the
following resolution :

Be it resolved by the Senate the Assembly concurring, That

the State Treasurer be, and he is hereby instructed not to can- - " §

cel any Greenback Serip that is now in his hands, or that may
come into his hands up to the adjournment of the Legislature;
‘Which was adopted.
Senate bill No. 44 :
To be entitled an act to amend section 11 of an act for the

assessment of and collection of Revenue, approved February

1%, 1874,
Was, on motion of Mr. Lykes, indefinitely postponed
Senate bill No. 33 :
To be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an %t for the

assessment and collection of Revenue, approved February 17 .

1874,

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading on to-morrow.

A committee from the Assembly appeared before the bar of
the Senate, and reported back Senate bill No. 40, and asked
that it be engrossed.

On motion the Senate went into Executive Session.

The doors being opened,

The following message was received from the Assembly

"t of an act entitled an act to fix and Reoulate the Fees and per
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- AssEMBLY Harr, 1
ALLAHASSEE, I'ra., Februoar 15 18
Hon. N. A. Huwy, v "
Preszdent of the Senate »
Sik—I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly pas passed ’
Assembly bill No. 155:
To be entitled an act for the relief of Caroline Jones of Su-
wannee county, Florida,

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senase
therein. .

LY

Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BY\TUM
' Chief Clerk of the Aseembly
Which was read, and the accompanying bill taken up, read
and referred.
Also the following :

AssEMBLY HALL, ?
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., February lo, 1871. ¢
Hor. Nozre A. Huri, LR
President of the Senate : N

.. Sie—I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has passed e
Assembly bill No. 145: S
To be entitled an act to fix the time f01 holding the Cireuit e
Courts in the Seventh Judicial Circuit,

And respectfully request the concuuence of the Benate
therein.

Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUM, SOy
Clief Clerk of the Assembl_/ e :“’;L

Which was read, and the accompanying bill taken up, read,
and referred.

- Also the following:
AssEMBLY HarL,

_ TaLLamASSEE, Februar 14 18171,
Hon. N. A. Huwy, ’ Y s
. President of the Senate:

Sie: I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate‘
that the Assembly has passed

Assembly bill No. 123:

To be entitled an act to amend sections 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10,

diem of certain officers helelu de51gna.ted




And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
therein.
Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

‘Which was read, and the accompanying bill taken up, read,
and referred.
Also the following:
AsseMBLY HaALL,
TALLAHASSEE, February 14, 1877.)
Hon. Nosie A. HuLL,
Prestdent of the Senate:
S1k :—I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has adopted
Concurrent Resolution:
Relative to a Light House at Mosquito Inlet,
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
therein.
Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Which was read, and the accompanying resolution placed
among the orders of the day.
Also the following :

AssEMBLY Harp, )
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., February 15, 1877. §

Hon. Nosre A. HuLy,
President of the Senate :

S1r—I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has passed

Assembly bill No. 101:

To be entitled an act to for the relief of William J ohnson
8. 8. Forbes, S. L. Harrison, C. N. Johnson, Susan Flemmg,
John G. Ellis, Mary J. Rowe, Joseph N. Anderson, Michael
Levy, J. J. Mints, Henry Bray, L. G. Mayo and Enoch Chad-
wiclk, of Santa Rossa county,

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
therein.

Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly

Whiéh‘wsislfea'd, and the accompanying bill ‘taken up, Tead,
and referred.

Also the following:
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’ AssEMBLY Hawr,
TALLAHASSEE, FLa., February 15, 1877, §
HON Nopie A. Hurrn,
President of the Senate:

Sie—TI am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate .

that the Assembly has passed

Senate bill No. 3:

To be entitled an act to locate permanently the County Line
of Manatee and Monroe counties,

With anamendment: *To insert the enacting clause ” in the

- bill, and respectfully request the concurrerce of the Senate

therein.
- Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Which was read, and the accompanying bill and amendment

. taken up, read, and referred.

. Assembly bill No. 155:

To be entitled an act for the relief of Caroline Jones of Su-
wannee county, Florida.

Was read the first time, and referred tq the Committee on
Claims.

_ Assembly bill No. 145:

:'To be entitled an act to fix the time for holding the Cireuit
Courts in the Seventh Judicial Circuit,

Was read the first time, and referr ed to the J udiciary Com‘
mittee.

Assembly bill No.123:

To be entitled an act to amend sections 2, 6 7,8,9and 10
of an act entitled an act to fix and regulate the Fees and per

" diem of certain Officers herein designated,
Was read, and referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary.
Concurrent Resolution relative to a Light House at Mus- .
_ quito Inlet,

Was read and referred to the Committee on Commerce and
Navigation.

~"Assembly bill No. 101:

" To be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. Johnson, 8. S.

. Forbes, 8. J. Harrison, C. N. Johnson, Susan Fleming, John

G. Ellis, Mary J. Rowe, Joseph N. Anderson, Michael Levy, J.
J. Mintz, Henry Bray, L. G. Mayo and Enoch Chadwick,

Was read and referred to the Committee on Claims.

Senate bill No. 3:

To be entitled an act to permanently 1ocate the County Line

of Manatee and Monroe counties,

- Was taken up.
18s
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The Senate concurred in the Assembly a.mefndments._ L
On motion of Mr. Cotirell, the Senate adjourned until 10

o’clock to-morrow morning. -

ik The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re-
. port:
SENATE CHAMBER, ]
E B TarLanAsseE, February 16, 1871. §
‘A Hox. Nosie A. HyLy,

o : President of the Senate : :
- - Sm—Your epmmittee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was re- -
; . Co. 3 farred :
FRIDAY, Feb_ruary 16, 1877. o % Senate bill No. 33 :

To be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for the
Assessment and Collection of Revenue, approved Februarg:
17,1874 ; also,
- Sénate bhill No. 40: :
To be entitled an act to provide for a uniform system of”
estiiblishing and licensing Ferries and Bridges in this State;
B Beg leave to report that they have examined the same, and
- e fnd them correctly engrossed.

: Respectfully submitted.
T. M. WEEKS, Chairman.

The Senate met pursuant to adjonrnment.

The President in the chair. - : ;

The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to
their names: ’ - i

Messys. Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Hill, Howell, Johnson,
Long, Lykes, McKinnon, McMeekin, Meacham, Orman, Qs
good, Patterson, Richard, Walker, Walls and Weeks—18. .

A quorum present. o

Prayer by the Chaplain. ) )

Mr.yOsgo{)d moved that the reading of the journal be dis-
pensed with ; . S

Which was agreed to, and the journal corrected and ap-
proved. . )

Mr. Cottrell moved that the vacancy. occa_,smned by t.he a!)
sence of Mr. McCaskill, on Committee of-Joint Resolntion te :
adjourn, be filled by the President; . v PTGS;L(Zeni of the Senate :

Which was agreed to, and Mr. Walker agpointed to fillthe & Sm—Your Committee, to whom was referred
vacancy. ° : A, Assembly bill No. 80: .

The Committee on Claims made the following report: W Tobeentitled an nct relative to depositions taken under

0 ; .
SENATE CHAMBER, } mmission, approved Jandary 11, 1855, beg leave to report

- that they have had the same uuder consideration and recom-
TALLAHASSEE, February 16, 1877.5. ¥ k. mend. its passage.

Which was received and read. ,
The Committee on the J udiciary made the following report <
SENATE CHAMBER,

) TALLAHASSEE, FLA., February 19, 1877.
@ Torne Hon. Nosrk A. Huwr,

" Hon. NosLE A. Huw, .

: President of the Senate : ..
Sir: Your Committee on Claims, to whom was referre
ly bill No. 101: ) . 3
%ssgznsn{itled an act for the relief of William Johnsen, 8. 5.
Forbes, L. L. Harrison, C. N. Johnson, Susan Fleming, John -
G. Ellis, Mary J. Rowe, Joseph N. Anderson, Michael Levy,

J. J. Mintz, Henry Bray, L. G. Mayo and Enoch Chadwick,
Have had the same under consideration, and recommend

that it do pass with the accompanying amendment.

J. L. F. COTTRELL, Ch’n.
Which was read, and the bill placed among the orders of the

¥.
Also the following :
SENATE CHAMBER, 1
E - Tarranasses, Fra., February 16, 1877. §
: Hoy. Nosre ‘A. Hurr,
; - ‘President of the Senate :
Si: Your committee, to whom was referred g bill:
: To be entitled an act to prevent the sale of intoxicating 1i-
Respectfully, 4 quors to minors or to persons who are intoxicated, have con-
@ sidered the same and instructed me to report the same back to

A. D. MCKINNON, O, 3

: i 2ced i B the Senate, and recommend the adoption of the amendments
11‘?""Tlliclch Wa?‘ ﬁlaédé:;’ldthe pill wnd amendment placedﬁ}qlong N ccompanying-the report, and as amended to recommend the
the orders o -

p- Dassage of the bill. Very respectfully,
' J. L. F. COTTRELL, Ch'n.






