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REPORT

OF THE

SECRETARY BOARD TRUSTEES T, L. FUND.-

TarrarasseR, FLoRIDA, J anuary 1, 1879,
To His Excelicncy GroreE F. DREW, Governor of Florida:
Sie: I have the honor to present the following veport of the~
proceedinge of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-

went Pund from the 18t day of January, 1877, to the 31st day -
of December, 1878;

Janvary 16, 1877.—The Board organized with the election of
officers, as follows: His Excellency George F. Drew, President; -

 Hugh A. Corley, Secretary and Salesman ; and Walter Gwynn,

Treasurer.

The Board rescinded the order made December 19, 1876, in-—
structing the Treasurer of the State to charge himself as Treas-
urer of the Internal Improvement Fund with the moneys and
funds in the registry of the U. S, Supreme Court in the ¢ase of
the State of Florida, et al., vs. E. C. Anderson, et al., and to pay
out of the same the amount of $24,023.64 to . Bisbee, Jv., for -
disbursements and professional services.

January 30.—A letter was received from Mr. Bishee asking

* an early adjustment and settlement of his account, and offeri

to submit the gquestion as to amount to any attorney familiax -
with the history of the litigation. .

No settlement being made, Mr. Bisbee subsequently instituted
suit in court on his account, and the same is still pending.

INMMIGRATION.,

January 16, 1877,—The Board adopted a resolution request--
ing the Legislature to pass an act authorizing the Governor t¢
appoint an agent, to be approved by the Board, to reside in New-
York City, for the purpose of inducing immigration to the State;,.
and that the sum of $1,500 per annum be appropriated to defray
the expenses of such agency. This resolution was communicated*
to the Legislature then in session.

Aprit 21.—Upon the application of Alonzo Fowle, the Boarg
adopted a resolution to subscribe for 1,000 copies of an immigra.
tion paper to be published in Tallahassee by Mr. Fowle, said pa-
per to be a monthly issue, at seventy-five cents per copy, and tp
be malied from the office of said paper to such addresses as 1 @
Oommissioner of Lands and Immigration may suggest, such: suf.

_seription to be discontinued at the discretion of the Board. The
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payment-of the subscription for this paper wasdfterwards assumed
by the Board of Immigration.

July 18.—~The question baving been raised-as'to the power of
¢hie Board to employ a local agent in"New Yotk for the purposes
of immigration, the opinion was expressed and concurred in that
the Board has'power to appoint an agent in New York for the
sale of lands’belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund, but
could not appoint-an agent for a purpose which would only col-
laterally benefit the fund, though such action might be sustained
by the courts if the result should really benefit the furd. And,
¢hereupon, the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was re-
guested to correspond with Mr.Vose and other creditors of the
fund and ascertain their views with respect to the policy of em-
ploying an agent in New York for the sale of lands at a fixed
salary. o

The correspondence elicited no response.

August 21,—Mr.:D. H. Elliott appeared before the Board aud-

reqguested the ald or endorsement of the Trustees for the estab-
lishment of a *“ Home for Immigrants ” at Live Oak, where they
<ould leave their families while examining the country for a
proper place for settlement. The Trustees considered that the
snoneys of the Fund could not be appropriated to aid the insti-
cation, but unanimously expressed themselves in favor of its es-
tablishment and recommended and endorsed the plan proposed
Ay Mr. Elliott.

AGENCY FOR SALE'OF LANDBS 'IN EUROPE.

ALr. Reverdy Johnson haid been appointed by the former Trus-
tees agent to sell 3,000,000 acres of land, aund after his death the
Board appointed Mr. George Somerville Norris, of Baltimore,
Afd., upon the same terms contained in the agreement with Mr.
Johnson. The appointment of Mr. Norris expired by limitation
an the 31st December, 1876.

On the 16th January, 1877, Mr. Andrew Banks, of Baltimore,
who was associated with Mr. George S. Norris, presented a
miroposition to the Board ‘for the purchase of 3,600,000 acres. of
faad at 25 cents:per acre. ‘

January 18.—The proposition of Mr. Banks was taken up for
eansideration, and also a communication from Messrs. Williams
& Swann making suggestions respecting such sale, and the
whole subject was postponed until after the adjournment of the
Legislature.

April 16.—Messrs. George S. Norris and Andrew ‘Banks ép- :

peared before the Board, and Mr. Norris made a verbal state-
aunent of his actings and doings in Europe in attempting the ne-
gatiation of a sale of lands under his contract with the former
Trustees. -Messrs. . Norris.d& Banks suggested the propriety of

87

continuing the effort to make such sales, and requested the Board
to indicate the terms and conditions which would be acceptable
to the Trustees for that purpose. :

. April 17.—A written communication was received from Mr.
Norris in reference to his efforts to negotiate a sale in Europe,
and recommending the issue of land warrants as essential to
effecting such sale. '

April 20.—The Trustees declined to renew the contract with
Mr. Norris for the negotiation of land sales.

April 21.—A consultation was had with Samuel A. Swann, of
Fernandina, in reference to the sale of lands and land warrants,
and he was requested to mneet the Board on the ensuing Thurs-
day tor further consultation.

April 27 —Resolutions were adopted providing for the issue
of land warrants for 40, 80 and 160 acres, to embrace altogether
two millions acres of land, and Samuel A. Swanun was appointed
agent for the negotiation of said warrants; and said agent was
anthorized, instead of selling the warrants, to sell the lands
themselves in quantities of not less than one million nor more
than three million acres, to be located in bodies of not less than
25,000 acres, at not less than thirty ceuts per acre. The war-
rants themselves were to be sold at not less than the following

" rates, viz: 2,000,000 acres at 40 cents per acre; 1,000,000 acres

at 50 cents per acre ; 500,000 acres at 60 cents per acre.

# Under this appointment Mr. Swann left New York for Europe

July 18.
September 22.—Letters were received from Mr. Swann, from
which it would sesm that the main difficulty in the way of effect-

ing a sale of lands in Eogland, arises from an impression there .

that no valid title to the lands can be made by the Trustees until
the decree of Vose against the Trustees is satisfied. It appears

~also that John T. Drew, Eeq., the attorney of Mr. Vose, was in

England for the purpose of selling Mr. Vose’s interest in the
decree, claimed by him to amount to $617,658. Mr. Swann en-
closed, for the consideration of the Board, a contract entered
into between John H. Fry and the said John T. Drew, attorney
tor Mr. Vose, and himself as agent of the Trustees. In the con-
tract Mr. Fry is described as “ the promoter and owner of the
Atlantic and Gulf Ship Canal Enterprise to be constructed across
the Peninsula of Florida, and also part owner and promoter of
the Southern Inland Navigation and- Improvement Company of
Florida, and as such promoter of these enterprises, has negoti-
ated the sale of bonds based upon grants by the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fuand of the State of Florida of two mil-
lions three hundred thousand acres of the public lands to the
last named company, but which negotiations are rendered inop-
erative, hecause of a certain decree which has been granted by

-
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the United States Circuit Court of the Northern District of
Florida in favor of Francis Voge, of New York, and others
which decree is in the nature of a first lien on all the lands held
by said Trustees, under grant from the United States of Ameri.
¢a, to the amount of six hundred and seventeen thousand six.
hundred and fifiy-eight dollars,” &se. By the terms of said pro-'
posed coutract, the said John H. Fry agreed to purchase 3,000,-

000 acres of lands belonging to the Internal Improvement Fand- _

tor $900,000, and it was stipulated that *‘ the aforesaid decree in
favor of Francis Vose, Esq., covering his claim against the In-
ternal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida upou ull cou-
pons upon bonds held by said Vose gnaranteed by said fund and
comprehended in the said decrec of the United State: Cireniy
Court, or that may be farther allowed by the said Trustees, to-
gether with all interest, expenses, costs,” &c., which may be al-
lowed by the said Trustees, or by the said court, amounting in
the aggregate to six hundred and seventeen thousand six hun-

dred and fifty-eight dollars, (§617,658,) more or less, shall be

fully settled, satisfied and discharged. and such discharge shall
be accepted by said Swann as part payment of said land, to the
extent of the sum fixed as aforesaid, subject to the approval of
the Trustees aforesaid.” All coupons for which the fund is lia.

ble were to be paid from the balance of the $900,000, after the

settlement of the Vose decree. The remainder of said sum
after the settlement of said decree and the payment of said con.-
pons, was to be paid to the Trustees of the Internal Improve. “
ment Fund in lawful money of the United States. And the said
John H. Fry, “as the promoter of the euterprises aforesaid,”
farther agreed that no action should be taken by the canal vom-
pany in regard to the sale of their bonds, based upon the grant
of lands by the Trustees, until said agreement should be fully car-
ried out. '
_ And the said John T. Drew, as the attorney of Mr. Vose
agreed that a complete assignment of the decree of M. Vose
and the coupons held by him, should be mnade to the said Johu
H. Fry upon the payment of $617,658, * or such other sum as
may be agreed upon by the parties or fixed by the court as due
thereapon.”  And the said John H. Fry agreed to parchase said
decree and coupons on said terms, and also to purchase all the’
other coupons for which the I. 1. Fund is liable, provided the
same should not exceed the remainder of the £900,000 after pay-
ment to Mr. Vose. i
And the said Swann agreed to sell the lands for the price
mentioned and accept payment in the manner set forth, subject
to the approval of the Trostees. _ : ’
Letters were also received from John T. Drew, as of counsel
for Mr. Vose, advising that the amount due to Mr. Vose be fixed

r
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under a special agreement, and that payment of such amount be
secured thereander from the sale of 3,000,000 acres of land, and
also enclosing a special agreement prepared to cover the case,
signed by Mr. Vose and submitted for the signatures of the
Trustees. This proposed agreement stipnlated for the payment
to Mr. Vose, out of the proceeds of any sale by Mr. Swann, of
the amount of $617,658, in dis¢harge of his claim against the
Fund under his decree, including payment of all coupons upon
Florida Railroad bonds held by him, due or to become due, to-
gether with all interest upon past-due coupnns, and the expenses
of suit, or that the Trustees shounld convey 1o said Vose 3,000,
000 scres of land upon his surrender of said decree and the pay-
ment of $282,342 in U. S. currency.

Mr. Drew being expected in Tallal.assee to confer in person
with the Trustees, no action on these propositions was taken at
this meeting. '

September 27.—Being notified by letter that Mr. Drew would
not be present to confer personally with the Trustees, the Board

_proceeded to the consideration of the agrecment signed by John

. Fry, John T. Drew, attorney, &e., and Samuel A. Swann,
and the proposed agreement signed by Mr. Vose and submitted
tor the signatures of the Trustees. '

Both propositions were disapproved by the Board, and His
Excellency, Gov. -Drew, and  the Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration, Mr. Corley, were requested to go to New York

_and confer with Mr. Vose and Mr. Drew with respect to the

best. means to promote the sales of lands and the adjustment of
clams against the Fund.

October 30.—Gov. Drew and Mr. Corley, having returned
troni New York, made a verbal report of their conferences with
Mr. Vose and his attorney, Mr. Drew, and it appears that Mr.
Vose concurs with the Trustees respecting the proper course to
be pursued with regard to the moneys in the event of a sale of
lands to parties io Earope by Mr. Swann.  Afier conferring with
Messrs. Vose and Drew, the following letter was addressed to
Mr. Swann with a view of removing the difficalties in the way
of a sale, as previously reported by him, and said letter was ap-
proved by the Board :

New Yorx, October 17, 1877.
Saxuer A. Swaxw, Esq., 15 Cavendish Si., London, England :

Dear Bir: Several letters have been received from you re-
specting yonr progress in negotiating thesale of lands belonging
to the Internal Improvement Fund, but nooe of them called for
any official action by the Trustees except that enclosing a “ con-
tract of purchase of lands and settlement of a certain decree and
judgment,” signed by John IL. Fry, by John T. Drew, attorney

~of Francis Vose, and by yourself as agent of the Trustees of the
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Internal Improvement Fund. That contract is disapproved and
is herewith returned. I cannot say that there is anything objec-
tionable in the terms of the contract, but the Trustees are not
willing to go outside of their official duties and become parties
to any agreement between Mr. Vose and any purchaser of his
decree. That is a matter entirely between the interested par-
ties. ’

Gov. Drew and myself came on to New York at the rcquest
of the Board to confer with Mr. Vose and his attorney, John
T. Drew, Esq., and since arriving here have received your letter
of the 27th ult., addressed to me at. Tullahassee and forwarded
to me here. I am glad to notice that you are confident of sac-
cess.

It seems from your letters that an impression exists in England
that the validity of any sale by the Trustees would depend npon
the subsequent discharge of Mr. Vose’s claim with the parchase-
money, and you snggest that the Trustees agree upon u certain
fixed amount as due Mr. Vose, in order that you may be able to
show that the purchase-money would pay off the whole debt, &c.

It you will look carefully into the orders of the court, you will |
find that you want the Trustees to do precisely what Mr. Vose -

got the court to prohibit them rrom doing. The Zien upon the
Tands of which yon speak was not ereated by the decree of the
court, but by the act ot the Legislature of January 6, 1855, and
the decrew of the court was to enforce the lien already ereated
bv the statute. To assure a proper application of the tund Lo

the discharge of all claims made a lien on the lands, the Board.

of Trustees was, by the internal improvement act, vested with
power to fix the price and sell the lands and pay the liabilities.
The suit by Mr. Vose and others was instituted to compel the
Trustees to discharge this duty. This the conrt ordered; and
the power of the Trustees to fix the price and sell the lands has
never been interfered with by the court, bat, on the contrary,
they have been directed to continne in the discharge of that
duty. But the court did take from the Trustees the right to de-
c¢ide upon any claim against the fund, either as to the validity or
amount. The Trustees simply sell the land and pay the money
into court. The court distributes the fund. You see, theretfore,
that we cannot take npon ourselves to adjust any of the claims
against the Internal Improvement Fund.  We are simply trying
to raise the money to enabla the court to have all justelaims dis-
charged. But I enclose herewith a certificate of A. Doggett,
Special Master, showing the total amount of coupons now filed
to be $687,447.83, not including interest on those filed since De-
cember, 1876. The whole amount may be set down in round
numbers at $700,000. This, of course, does not include the
claim of Mr. Vose for costs and fees. Whatever may be al-

:
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" Hlowed him by the conrt under that head,-and ordered to be paid

sfrom the Fund, must be first settled. )
But I have written those things rather to recall you to a full
-understanding of the-powers and duties of the Trustees than to
enable you to remove the misconceptions of other parties. The
~questions need not not be material in your negouiations. The
Trustees do not care to touch a dollar of the purchase-money
<until the court has made its orders, and not then, unless a suar-
plus is left after paying all legal claims. ¥ou have full power to
make a contract for sale with any purchaser who will deposit the
purchase-money (less your commissions) in any responsible bank-
ing house in New York, subject to the orders of the Circuit Court
- of the United States for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, in the swit
-of Francis Vose, «t al.vs. The Trustees of the Internal Im-
_provement Fund, et ul. In fact, the Trustees would prefer that
you should make a contract of that kind. We weould thereby
be relieved from the responsibility of handling the money—the
~creditors could have their claims paid as soon as adjnsted—-and
the purenaser woald feel secure about his title.  Buuin thix mai-
“ter exercise vour own judgment. ¥Yonr powers are general aud
full.  You can best decide upon-the details.
Yours, very respectfully,
HUGH A. CORLEY,

Commissioner-of Lands and Immigration.

December T.—A proposition was received from John T. Drew?

.Esq., to surrender to the Board all outstanding coupons gnaran’,
teed by the Internal Improvement Fuand for fowr million acres ot
land, such surrender to be made within four months. The con-
sideration was postponed, and on the 17th the Board considered
this and a similar proposition from Stanley, Brown & Clark, of
New York, attorneys, and both propositions were declined.

The matter of the revocation of the appointment of Samuel
-A. Swann, as agent to sell lands, was considered at some length,

and by the direction of the Board the Autorney-General ad-
+dressed the following letter to Mr. Swann:

. TarrauassEE, FiLa., December 7, 1877,
iSaavEnL A. Swany, . Esq. No. 15 NVew Cavendish St., London,

England : :

DEear Sir: I am instructed by the Board of Trustees to say
:that it is with great reluctance that they have been impressed
with the belief that the chances ¢f your making a successful sale
of the internal improvement lands under your agency as consti-
tuted by the resolution -of the Board ,passed April 27, A. D.

1877, are very unpromising. The ‘Board feel that unless you
have pending a negotiation' for a sale of land or land warrants,
which promises an. early.and (pretty:certainly successful issue, it
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is better that
first proximo.

ho}'l)‘:flscolfc;ard bwrlte this because they feel that they can ha.rdlj
hape JoT, Dy better success at any reasonably early day than you
P Wiamce your arrival in England last summer. They rec-
ogntee T th] a sense of sincere and grateful approval your efforts
fuly believ: Eﬁlzi%)oieuof ycigrhmlssmn, and particularly as they
engze of My Voseyandw:)(:,ll: ers-ave succeeded but for the interfer-
‘75t,h0il:1 Sv:xll [zllease tejleg.raph the Board at its expense, between
ot - a0d 18t proximo, whether or not a revocation ot your
agency on the first proximo will defeat any negotiations promis-
mgrthe success indicated above. ' prome
o l:lzv?zz;df‘do not wish to do you any injustice, but they can-
dosapm see 10}1111 your letters, or the former results of yoﬁr nn--
hlor gi, ny hope for any even comparatively early success
hey believe that there are still parties working secretlyy

you should not keep either on the market after the

" against the success of the sale, with the hope of benefitting

schemes they have, involving lands of the fund
The Board think. i obability, f
chances of success El‘et;h:: 1%2;16, I:;ui::g 12:;)}))&1.)1hty, foel that the
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
GEO. P. RANEY,
Attorney- General.

Jo{aﬁ‘l—im}}/' 16, 1878.—A commaunication was received from .
n H. Kry, dated at New York, proposing to purchase 3,000,
000 acres of land on the terms named in the instruct; > Mr
Swnnores of land g : e instructions to Mr..
wann, and making various suggestions respecting canal enter-
prises Lu Florida, and requesting that the Board take no action-
2:)1 Igz;:unisaltz§ orf?nterp'rlses in favor of other parties until forther-
pommun (i:a 1.02 I_(I)m him. He was informed that no action will
pe take 0 regard to said sale until a report is received from Mr..
i -{&znuagy ?6.—A report was received from Mr. Swann, dated.
ew York, January 224, giving an account of his efforts to:
ne%o[tlate a sale of lands, but so far without success.
fl-omaj\yi I‘28é—The Secretary laid before the Board several letters
fro - Swann dated the 16th inst., and also his report of same
ate as special agent for the sale of lands, with sundr letters
and documents referred to in said report. M. Swag,n states
that so far he had been unable to negotiate the sale of the 3,000,
000 acres, and refers to several letters and propositions ves ect-
ing further eﬂ'c?rts, in which, however, he can see nothin I())int,-
Ing to a certain and satisfactory result. He suggests gsepvei‘alr

plans for providing means to relieve the fund from. indebtedness

based upon the issue of land warrants or floats.
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SELECTION AND CONFIRMATION OF SWAMP LANDS.

January 18, 1877.— The attention of the Board was called to
the account of Williams, Swann- & Corley, for the selection of
swamp lands under contract with the Trustees I. I. Fund of May

18, 1878. The account was referred to a committee for investi-

gation, and the Board adopted a resolution rescinding the con-
tract.

April 19.—The committee to whom was referred the acco'nt
of Williams, Swann & Corley for selecting swamp lands, amount-
ing to $17,938.30, to be paid in lands confirmed to the State
after the date of the contract, made their report recommending
the payment of the account according to the terms; which was
so ordered.

October 30.—The Governor was recommended to commission
Sidoey I. Wailes, Esq., of Washington, to represent the State
before the Land Department, for the purpose of procuring a con-
firmation of the lands selected for the State prior to 1861, under
the actgf September 28, 1850.

February 19, 1878.—A letter was received trom 8. I. Wailes,
Faq., proposing to undertake to prosecute all claims for the State
against the general government for 20 per cent. of ail amounts
collected and paid into the Treasury of the State, with the un-
derstanding that his appointment will not be revoked while
cages which he may have commenced prosecuting are pending
lsefore Congress or the Departments.

April 13.—The following resolution was adopted :

Be it vesolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of Tlovida, That as compensation for the ser-
vices of Sidney I. Wailes, Esq., agent and attorney of the State
of Florida before the Department of the Interior at Washington,
in procuring an adjustment of the claims of the State for lands
oranted by Congress under the act of September 28, 1850, this
Board will pay to said S. I. Wailes twenty per cent. of all mon-
eys paid over to the State on account of swamp lands purchased
from the United States prior to the third day of March, 1857,
under the acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and March 3,

1857 ; and also twenty per cent. of all warrants or certificates-

issued to the State under said acts on-account of lands located
by warrants or scrip prior to said third day of March, 1857.
And, upon the receipt of patents for any land ‘selected by the
State as swamp lands prior to 1861, which have not yet been pa-
tented to the State for any reason, this Board will convey to the
said S. I. Wailes eight per cent. thereof, in consideration of his
gervices in procuring said patents. And for procuring the ap-
proval and confirmation of the lands selected for the State as
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swamp lands since 1861, the Board will pay such reasonable-

vompensation as may hereafter be agreed npon.
Septemben-28.— A letter was recetved from Mr. Wailes calling-
the attention of the” Board to the fact that patents for some-

swamp lands selected prior to 1861, have been executed by the-.

general:government and the delivery thereof withheld by order-
of the Secretary of the Interior, and requesting to be informed
whether he will be entitled to commissions on procuring the de-

livery of said patents, under the resolution of the Board of~

April 13; 1878. The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr,
W ailes that the reselution referred to was intended to allow him
ecommissions upon all lands selected as swamp lands prior to

1861, for which no patents had yet been received by the S:ate,., -

whether such’ patents had been issued or not.. .

October 19:—Upon application by Mr. Wailes to know what.
commissions will be allowed him for procuring the confirmation:
of swamp lands selected for the State since 1861, the Board
agreed to allow him two cents per acre for every acre of such.
lands patented to the State, to be paid in lands -at the ®urrent.
prices at the date of any such payment.

CHANGES OF- ENTRY.

January 18, 1877.—C. R. Alexander applied to change his en-
try, No. 4532; made Febrnary 10, 1866, from lots Nos. 1 and 2,
section 36, township 19, south, range 16, east, to the NE. } of"
NW. };.section 34,.T. 24, S, R. 20, E.; which was refused.

The following changes of entry were allowed :

January 18.—Granville Beville, No. 7473, from S. § of SW. },.-

Sec. 28, T. 20, 8., R.21, E,, to SE. }.0of NW. 1, and NE. } of
SW. 1, Sec. 6, TV 21, S, R. 21, E.

February 22.—George G. McWhorter, No. 7757, from SE. }-
oft SW. & Sec. 27, T. 5; N, R. 27, W, to NE. } of SE. }, Sec.
19; in same township. '

July 6.—Elbert: Carter, No. 7254, from SW. } of SW. 4, Sec.
31, T. 20; S.,.R. 85, E., to SW. } of SE. 1, Sec. 36, T" 20, S, R..
¢, H. .

Isaac Alderman, No..7689;.from SW. }iof NE. 2 and NW. }
of SE. % Sec. 24, T. 21, 8., R. 21, E,, to S. § of SH. }, Sec. 25,
T. 24, 8., R. 20, E.

August 27.—William B. Moody, No. 8179, from NE. } of SE..
4, Sec. 20; T. 30; S, R. 20, E, to SE. } of SW. } of same sec-
tion. '

November 21.—John F. Hall, No. 7277, from E. } of NE.-},
Sec. 83, T..22, S, R. 21, E; to SW. } of NE. } and NW. } of"
SE: 1 of same section. ‘

February 9, 1878.—William Hi Emmons, No. 7629, {rom lot

No. 7,.8ec..12, T..32, S, R: 18, E, to NW. } of NW. 1, See. 13 .
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i y )t NE. 4, Sec. 13
{ same township ; and No. 8251, from NE. } of \
gf gaid township, to SW. 3 of NE. } of said section. s Lo
September 28.—Andrew Kicklighter, No. 7574, from 5. & o
SE. 1 and SE. } of SW. 1, Sec. 24, T. 31, 8., R. 22, E,, to cor-
I ing tracts in racge 21. .
resgtc);]odble[;‘g1;):.1——Mathiang. Blackburn, No. 8396, from Ei of
NE. 1, Sec. 26, T. 3, 5., R, 14, E,, to E. } of SE. } of same sec-
tion. . (NW. 3
. Van Fleet and others, No. 8484, from SE. %o :
angvl&nE.- 4 of SW. 1, Sec. 30, T. 21, 5., R. 26, B, and NW. % of
NE. }, Sec. 86, T. 27, 8., R. 25, E., tolg. 4 of NW. } and NE.
W 1. Sec. 24, T. 27, 8., R. 25, E. | _
t olt;robvzgzb%;‘ 330.—Samue1,Hz;.mmock, No. 5598, from W. } of
SW. 1, Sec. 84, T. 3, 8, R. 10, E., to W. } of SW.1, Sec. 34,
T. 3, N, R. 10, E. N N
Jhari _McAuley, No. 4052, from S. % of lot No. 2 of
Se(cj.hfét%.%i, S R. 75 B, to 8. 3 of lot No. 2 of NW. 4, Sec.
. 31, 8., R. 26, E. ) ‘
18 i 53 Framons, No. 8251, from SE. } of NE. 1, Seo. 13, .
T. 32, 8., R. 18, K., to NW. 1 of SE. } of the same section.
ENTRIES CANCELED. '
February 1, 1877.—James O. Devall, No. 1915, NW. } of N
1. Sec. 22, T. 10, S., R. 26, E. s
B S rucker, No. 688, NE.  of SE. 4, Sec. 24, T. 12,8,
. 26, E. . )
Rjgril 90.—Alexander Merritt, No. 6703, SE. } of NW.
Sec. 24, T. 4, S, R. 10, W.
be}a.cob W. ,Th:)mas, SW. } of %E }, Sec. 22, and N'W. } of
1 Sec. 27, T. 10, S., R. 26, K. o ]
N%‘h%),maz M. Williams, No. 5377, SE. 2 of NE. %, Sec. 29, T.
19. S.. R. 24, E., and new deed made te David D. Roach.
:Tu.;ze 29.—0. J. Spofford, No. 7992, E)ts No. 1 and 2, and E.
NW. 1, Sec. 12, T. 28, 3., R. 20, K. i
i (g'eptembe%' 99.—Samuel A. Long, No. 8513, N. { of lot No. 8,
.05, T. 14, S., R. 23, E. .
B 2 o 0., M. Loe, No. 7288, SE. § of NW. 4, Sec. 29,

T'\%\%iﬁiﬁ'}lf’sﬁrp, No. 7236, NW. } of SW. 4, Sec. 3, T. 20,
S"J%viziblfr' 21.—J. J. Rutherford, No. 8298, NW. } of SE. 4,
Se.(;aiz(z);a;l"g./ lig'l’g;'é.i%illiam 8. Curry, No. 8374, lot No. 2,
Secjaioda%‘iz%ifﬁéf Séfﬁlsby, No. 6450, SE. } of SW. 4, Sec.
i T, Iffiixgé,E Mo. 8024, NW. § of NE. 3, Sec. 17, T. 20,

8., R. 17, E.
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March 15.~John C. Carter, No. 6997, N. 3 of lot No. 1, Sec.

18, T. 10, S, R. 30, E.

May 29.—William B. Moody, No. 8179, SE. % of SW.4, Sec.

20, T. 30, S, R. 20, E.
Elizabeth A. Morrison, No. 8023, SW. % of SW. 1, See. 20

T. 80, 8., R. 20, E., and No. 7610, NW. 1 of SW. L, Sec. 20, T.

30, 8., R. 20, E.

May 30.—Thomas J. Howell, No. 7641, S. % of NE. §, Sec.
25, T. 36, S, R. 18, E.

July 9—L. & W. O'Neill, No. 8271, NE.  of NW. 4, Sec,

29, T. 30, S., R. 20, E.

November 30.—James H. Hutchinson, No. 8496, N. 3 of lot
No.1, Sec. 2, T. 29, S., R. 18, E.

PRE-EMPTIONS.

February 1, 1877.—The following resolution was adopted :

Be it resolved by the Thrustees of the Internal Improvement
ZFund, That every settler upon the lands claimed by this State
under the provisions of the act of Congress, approved Septem-
ber 28, 1850, entitled “an act to enable the State of Arkansas
and other States to reclaim the swamp lands within their limits,”
but which have not been approved to the State by the Secretary
of the Intericr at Washington, shall be and he is hereby author-
ized to enter any number of acres, not more than one hundred
and sixty, to include his improvements, within three months
after the date when said land shall le brought into market by
this Board ; Provided, however, That such settler claiming the
right of pre-emption under this resolution shall, before the day
when such lands are to be brought into market, file with the
Salesman of this Board his statement in writing, declaring his
intention to enter the lands scttled by him, describing the same,
and shall make affidavit that he has settled upon the land =0 de.
scribed, and that such lands do not embrace the residence, culti-
vated lands, or improvements of any other persou. Al such
declaratory statements shall be numbered and filed by the Sales-
man and noted upou the plats, and whenever any of the lands
8o applied for have been approved to the State, and an order has
been made by this Board to bring the same into market, the
Salesman shall send a notiee thereof to all persons who have
filed their statements as aforesaid, for any of said lands, such
notice to be sent to the nearest or most convenient post-oftice to
the particular tracts applied for. Should any settler, after filing
his pre-emption claim as aforesaid, and before the land is brought
into market, sell or transfer his claim to any other person, and
notify the Salesman of this Board thereof, the purchaser or
transferee shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges in
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entering the land as the original applicant had before such sale
or transfer. ] \ ' .
November 30, 1878.—The following resolutiorn was adopted :

Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, That prior to entries being made under and by vu;i
tue of the resolution adopted February 1, 1877, a]]owmg ?n 1
regulating pre-emptions on unconfirmed swamp lands, prfpo 0
the settlement thereby required shall be made to the satls.actlo{ll
of the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, u.ndc;] -8ne
rules as may be prescribed by this Board; and Whelekt e ;‘)re%
emption claim has been assigned, the assignee shall make l?'lo[?
that he has continued the cultivation and improvement of the
land. Certificates of pre-emption hereafter issued shall only bg
assignable by returning the same to the Salesman of the Boar
with a written assignment enflorsgd thereon, or accompanying
the same, together with an aflidavit of the assignee, that he hals
procuved said assignment for the purpose of occupymg.and cul-
tivating the-lands embraced in such certificate; whereupon a
new certificate will be issued to the assignee. When a person
entitled to claim the benefits ot the pre-emption regulations dies

" before the time fixed for consummating his claim by entry, the

right of entering the land shall inure to the widow, or, if ttlilere
be no widow, to the heirs or devisee. Where any lands ave%
been or may be claimed as a pre-emption under the le‘.g;_u]at.lons_f:l
this Board, and it shall be shown to the satistaction of the Boar

or the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, that the claim-
ant has never settled upon said land, or that the lanus at the time

of filing the declaratory statement and affidavit embraced the-

i i - impr f any other person
residence, cultivated lands or improvements o 3
than the Z:laimant, or that the settler has abandoned said land,
such pre-emption claim shall be canceled, and the lands shall be
subject to pre-emption by any other actual. settler.

LAND AGENCIES.

Februicry ) i d to discontinune

February 1, 1877.—A resolution was adopted to :
the agenchat,J acksonville for the sale of internal improvement
land at the end of the month.

February 16.—The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration

was requested to confer with M. §. Williams, the agent at Jack-
sonville for the sale of lands, respecting said agegcy. .

- 22.—The following resolution was adopted :

fﬂi?ol;gz That the resolution adopted February 1, 1877, to

discontinue the agency for the sale of lands at Jacksonville be
and the same is hereby rescinded, and that such agency is con-
tinued : Provided, That the expenses thereof shall not exceed
five per cent. of the amount of sales at said office.
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The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That an agency is hereby established at Tampa for
the sale of lands belonging to the Internal Tmprovement Fund
lying in the counties of Hernando, Hillsborough, Polk, Manatee
and Monroe: Provided, The expenses thereof shall not exceed
five per cent. of the amount received from the sale of lands at
such agency. No sales made at sach agency shall be binding
upon the Trustees unless the purchase-money is paid over to the
Salesman of the Board. The agent shall be appointed by the

. Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, subject to the ap-

proval of the Board.

April 21.—A letter was veceived from William C. Brown, to
whom had been tendered the appointment as agent for the sale
of lands at Tampa, asking a modification of the terms in refer-
ence to such agency 50 as to restrict the sales of lands within
that district to the agency alone, and requesting some assurance
of the permanency of the office before incurring the necessary
preliminary expenses of procuring plats, &c. The Trustees de-
clined to modrty the terms as proposed.

November T—Mr, Brown made another proposition to the
Board, that if they would farnish the plats he would attend to
the business of entering land without any charge to the State or
Board, ouly charging purchasers a small commission for making
the entries, and offering to give bond for the safe-keeping and
return of the plats. It was ordered that the proposition be ac-
cepted, provided the Salesman can conveniently furnish the plats.

January 26, 1878.—The following resolution was adopted :
Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of Florida, That the resolution adopted by
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on
the sixth day of February, 1869, appointing William H. Hunt
as agent of the Board of Trustees to have in charge certain lands
on or near the southeast coast of Florida, in ranges forty, forty-

one and forty-two, cast, and empowering him to contract for the-

sale of said lands, and to locate gettlers thereon, and to make
regulations for the prevention of waste and destruction, be and
the same is hereby rescinded, and all authority given, or sought

to be given, to said Hunt over any of the lands belonging to, or.

claimed for, the Internal Improvement Fund is hereby revoked.

February 19.—A letter was received from M. A. Williams, -

agent at Jacksonville, proposinf that his commissions for selling
lands be restored to ten per cent., and that all entries of land:
lying in a specified district should be made at the agency in
Jacksonville, and offering in consideration of this that he would
make a personal examination with regard to trespass upon-the

State domain and effectually stop it, charging only the cost of :
travel upon expeditions for such purposes and such cost of nec- -
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essary surveying as may be required. The Secretary was in-
structed to inform Mr. Williams that the Board wogld aceeph
his proposition, with the modifications that there shall be no Te-
quirement that the lands of any particular district shall be en-
{)eled aé chtkso};vgle, aﬁd that his duties as to trespasses shall
e confined to lands in Nassau county and on the i
and its tributaries. d St Jolms river
TIMBER AGENCY AND TRESPASSES.

February 1, 1877.—Messrs. G
y 1877, . Gwynn and Corley were a
{)};)m:ed a committee to confer with W. J. Ba,rnett?’ respecti‘n};’
e trespasses on timber lands and the proper poli
sm}(;l, in reference thereto. : proper policy to bo pur-
ebruary 2.— Afier consultation upon the subj

s ect of trespass
on State lands, the Board recommended to His '}T‘xcellency pthe
Governor, that the State be divided into four districts, and,tha&-
he appoint a timber agent for each district—the first district o

embrace the portion of the State lying west of the Apalachicola .

river ; the second district to embrace the i

- : : portion of the St
lying between the Apalachicola river and the Fiorida Railroz?}]e
elzlicept. Nassau county ; the third district to embrace so much of
the counties of Alachua and Levy as lies east of the Florida Rail-

. road, and the counties of Hernando, Hillshorough, Manatee
»

Monroe, Sumter, and Polk; the fourth distri
remainder of the State. The Board agreed t(:)t ;gye?;b:izeggﬁ
ber agents appointed by the Governor for the districts recom-
mended by the Board a compensation not exceeding one hundred
dollars a month, including such amount as the Board of Educa
tion might agree to pay trom School and Seminary Funds ’

[The passage of the act of March 6, 1877, entitled “ An act ¢
punish trespass upon the public lands and to provide for the a y
p_om,t’ment.of timber agents and defining thelr powers and d}r?-
ties,” requires the sheriffs to act as timber agents, and thereb-
:gpe&ls the law aunthorizing the appointment of such agents bg
i :d 03:311101, hence the foregoing resolution could not be car-

The following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That cutting of timber of any kind on any lands of

‘the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida is prohibited, and

timber agents are forbidden to make a 1

> ny contracts permitti
persons to cut any timber thereen, or for the sale otI‘) any stuI;%
nxlibar, and all contracts for the cutting of the same are re-
voked : Provided, That nothing in this resolutiomn shall prevent

. persons who have cut any such timber, whether cedar or other

kind, under contracts with such a i
gents from removing the s
tﬁlp-such persons shall be and are allowed till the %u'st d:;lln g;'
arch to remove the same from such lands on paying for the
game according to their contracts. £ -
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Ordered, That E. J. Berry, agent, be requested to obtain what
information and evidence he can as to the amounts collected by
.the former timber agents on account of stumpage or trespass o0
the State lands, and report to this Board.

Mr. Berry was also ordered to investigate certain alleged
trespasses reported to the Board.

January 11, 1878.—The timber agent, Mr. Berry, was author-
‘ized, under the instructions of the Commissioner of Lands and
- Immigration, to employ an attorney to aid him in the prosecu-
tion of trespasses and condemnation of timber cut upon State
lands, when pecessary.

The salary of the agent was increased to $125 per month.

June 22.—3r. C. F. Hopkins was employed to investigate-
eertain reported trespasses on the St. Johns viver and its tribu-

_taries ; and on the 9th July his report was veceived, giving a.

statement of the trespasses committed and by whom.. The Al-
torney General was instructed to employ counsel to prosecute
the parties charged with trespass betore a committing magis-
trate. : ’

December 21, 1878.—A letter was received from the sheriff”
of St. Johns county, complaining that parties commit trespass.
by cutting timber upon the public lands; and when the timber-
agent proceeds to sarvey the lands 1o inquire juto the trespass,.
they send forward the money and enter the land before the tim-
ber can be seized; Whereupon, the following resclution was
adopted :

ILtesolved, That whenever any timber agent shall have cause-
to saspect that any person or persons have committed or are
committing trespass upon any of the State lands, and shall notify.
the Salesman of this Board or the agent for the sale of lands a%

@u the internal impy, °0 Or may be ¢ommi
this Board. provement lands, an N
Fob .
Reszzld;:tgl, l'gb;;l;}l])ee {?rl]i(l))wmg resolution wag adopted :
. y * er agents appoi )
are ; ) 4 ointed .
Uti:}{p;cted to dgvote their entire timg!-::o the dli)sy lfh? Govemq,.
g 8 In traveling from point to Poi(iltalt,%?'od tl?ellr
g . u
2 report quarterly of th and such agents shai] make to this Bg ?1
actions dans by fyhgmta: sdlﬁ';arent points visited, and of alj tlf:::f .
. ! uch agents; and th -
re . .
. g{l:ﬁ;t:d, I:vhen forwarding the appt;intmentaotfthe Governor be
i m’lelg e %Il)ove nstruetions to them agents, to com.-
Pméctlon ;ttlthl‘- E. J. Berry was employed as a f
! e State lands at g salary of $100 gi;ent [:;lh the
! » month, jp..

tained to which fund the !

was cat, be apportioned |
* Fund and the Roboo! oo ‘etween the Internal

fifihs to the Internal T Seminary Fands, as follows : Four-

School rern ovement Fand, apg "

agr:a)e? t:ns(i?[em]ualy Funds : Provided, Tﬁeaﬁoagg ?)? %}?1 o e

of our Timt 1 ‘appormonment, and will pay ODE-éfth ¢ ucation
imber Agent up to the 5th insvass of the salary

Awvri —_ .
pn‘l 26.—The Tl_ustees were notified thay, the Board of

[nst’ant, apPOI'tioning moueys received fro BOal'd on the 21st

43 g —_ iy B N 1
cecﬁf‘% 6. {B having been represented t.ha:mngage' ¥ Jacksonville of that fact, and shall request the Salesman or agens
of Mar };)on lL 1€ .Staﬁe lands near the Gulf coast p-a.l-m_as who cnt ; - to withhold such lands from sale until he can ascertain whether
mer t_c P claiming te have done so under contr prior to the Ist _ such Lrespass has been committed, and can take the necessary:
and déﬂ? el a.ge'nbs, bave not been able to react with the for- B steps for the prosecution of the offenders ov seizure of timber,.

" berm Slrﬁ permission to do so, it was Orderec]m]?; ¢ the same, said Salesman and agent shall not permit any person to enter
of theay e removed within g reasonable time u/, av such tim- : such lands, or any part thereof, until the timber agent shall re-
writte amount due fql- Stumpage, according to t}{;on the payment . port his proceedings in.reference thereto, and shall have had an
anfu]n L_Cogtl'act; which said parties may have : tgrms.()f any . opportunity to take the necessary legal steps for the protection
-eontr tlm °T agent; and, in the absence of ‘ama e with any of the State property and prosecution of the trespasser: Pro-

Or?lgr’eflb r‘tbe};] cents per cubic foot. ny such written . vided, that no lands shall’be withheld from sale ander this reso-
ized to Bett’le w{ﬁhE;;]‘{ . Bem:y, the agent of the Board, be autho tion longer than four weeks.
parti N Ard, r- :

M?irch under contract }br sn?m‘z,g;e“t’; mn;lbe" Pl;'ml' to the 1sf RELINQUISHMENT OF TITLE TO SWAMP LANDS.
‘and receipt ther » 10 collect the am : ' . - _
where 2 iiznrelef?r, and to_ca“_ upon the sheriffs for a(;ll_ﬂt due 1. ) ﬁbbmary 7, 1877.—Mur. GeO}ge R. F?nbanks presented a pe-
o1 i € Or prosecution is necessay Y s and th Sieance ] tition to the Board, calling their attention to a letter from the
o t%'nou ()]r t.he sheriffs of the countijes where’such :;t a{; LF"? Sales- ) Commissioner of the General Land Office to the Governor, dated

8 order. 1mber s lying September 28, 1876, asking a relinquishment of the State’s title 1o
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tots 1-and 2 of section 18, fractional section 17, and lot 2 of sec:-
tion 7, township 12, south, range 22, east, which lands had been’
catered by Moses E. Levy at the United States Land Office
April 5, 1854, in part satisfaction of the Arredondo grant of
48,000 acres, but which were subsequently erroneously patented
¢o the State of Florida as swamp lands. M?. Fairbanks request-
ed the Board to take the requisite action for the sul'rend(;ler of
tlTle title to sa}d lands. All of said lands, however except lot
No. 2 of section 7, had already been sold by the trustees and
deeds given to the purchasers; Wherenpon, the Board request.
ed the Governor to reconvey to the United States said lot %Io 2
of section 7; and the Secretary was instructed to write 1o tile
purchasers of the other lands, requesting them to reconvey the
same to the trustees, in order that the State might reconve
them to the United States. In case of a refusal on their ary Lg
relinquish said lands to the trustees, Mr. Fairbanks was zrz);ltl;mi
ized to use the name ot the trustees for the purpose of instituting
such proceedings in court as might be necessary Lo éecure a
surrender of. the deeds and a reconveyance of the land '——suci}
pr%cete%l'ngi to be at the cost of the said George R. Fnirb?mks '
ot No. 2, section 7, was reconve United States by’
the Governor, Februanzy 9, 1878. yed to the United Staes oy
June 1.—At the request of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, the Governor was requesied to reconvev to the
United States the NW. 1, Sec. 34, T. 13, S, R. 23, E., whiel
was located in the Ubited States Land Office by Thomas ﬁl
giggms, July 5, 1854, but was inadvertently patented to ‘the
State as swamp land, September 4, 1857 ;—and the Governor
executed a deed for that purpose, July 6. ) or
February 9, 1878.—At the request of the Commissioner of
Ehe General Land Office, the Governor reconveyed to the United
States the K. [ of SE. 1 Section 35, Township 35, South, Range
40, Bast, which was entered by Ossian B. Hart ander the,Armgd 4
Ocoupation Act, prior to the 28th September, 1850, but wag -
subsequently erroneously patented to the State as swam p lands
August 26.—A letter was received from the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, requesting the relinquishmeut of the
State to Lots Nos. 2 and 2, Section 34, Township 26, South
Range 15, East, which lands were sold by the United States to
Samuel E. Hope, August 24, 1855, but were subsequentl
patented to the State as swamp lands. The l'elinquishmen)!’;
could not be made because the trustees had already sold said
lands, and conveyed the title to the purchaser.

CONTESTEL SWAMP SELECTIONS.

Notices Wére received from the Register and Recei 3
\ I : eceiver of the
&Juited States Land ‘Qffice, at Gamesvﬁle, of contests of swamp
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land selections, on the ground that the lands so selected are not
swamp or overflowed lands, with summons to all parties inter-
ested to appear and furnish testimony at the places designated,
respecting the true character of the land, as follows:

September 22, 18%77.—By Ziba King, W. half of NW, qr. SE.
qr. of NW., qr. and NE. qr. of SW. qr. Sec. 18, T. 39, S,R. 24,
E. Testimony to be taken at Pine Level, in Maantee county.

November 20.—By Charles Moore, Lot No. 4, Sec. 10, T. 43,
S., R. 43, E. Testimony to be taken at Pettusville, Volusia
county.

February 19, 1878.—By William C. Platt, SE. qr. of SW. qr.
Sec. 3, and E. half of NW. qr. and NW. gr. of NW. qr. Sec. 10,
T. 39, S., R. 23, E. Testimony to be taken at Pine Level.

March 15.—By Charles Moore, Lot No. 4 of Sec. 10, and

- L ts Nos. 1 and 2 of Sec. 15, T.43, S,, R. 43, E. Testimony to

be taken at Titusville.

May 29.—By Richard P. Potter, N. half of NE. qr. Sec. 7,
T. 53, S., R. 42, E. Testimony to be taken at Miami.

August 9.—By Mitchell G. Fortaer, SE. qr. of NE. gr. Sec.

85, and SW. qr. of NW. qr. and W. half of SW. qr. Sec. 36, T.

30, S., R. 23, E. Testimony to be taken at Bartow. .

September 28.—By J. J. Hatcher, N. half of SE. qr. and N.
half of SW. qr. See. 20, T. 30, 5., R. 23, E., and by Robert
Hatcher, NW. qr. Sec. 19, T. 30, S., R. 23, E. Testimony to
be taken at Bartow. .

October 19.—By Charles E. Fortner, N. half of NE. qr. Sec.
35, NW. qr. of NW. qr. Sec. 36, SE. qr. of SE. qr. Sec. 26, T.
30, S., R. 23, K., and by Ashley Fortner, SW. qr. of SE. qr. and
SE. qr. of SW. qr. Sec. 22, and NW. qr. of NE. qr. and NE. qr.
of NW. gr. See. 27, T. 80, S.,R. 23, E. Testimony to be taken
at Bartow.

November 30.—By David Branoch, E. half of SW. qr. and W.
half of SE. qr. See. 36, T. 30, S., R. 23, E. Testimony to be
taken at Bartow. :

REJECTION OF SWAMP SELECTIONS.

The W. half of NW. qr., SE. qr. of NW. qr,, and NE. gr. of
SW. qr. Sec. 18, T. 39, S,, R. 24, E., being the lands concerning
which Ziba King filed a notice of contest, have been rejected as
swamp selections. :

July 13, 1878.—The Commissioner of the General Land Office
sent notice of the rejection of W. balf of Lots 1 and 2, Sec. 30,
T. 8, S., R. 22, E., on the ground that said tracts are not legal
subdivisions, and do not comprise the greater part of a legal
subdivision. . L

RAILROADS,

February 22, 1877.—Hon. D. L. Yulee, acting

Px-esident;__ of"
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the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit Company, called the
. attention of the Board to the letter addressed by him to the
Trustees, June 20, 1876, enclosing lists of the internal improve-

ment and swamp lands lying within six miles of the loeated line’

of that company’s road trom Waldo to Ocala, embraced in the
odd-numbered seciions, which said lands are claimed as belong-
ing to that company by virtse of the 15th section of the In-
ternal Improvement Act of 1855 ; which letter was referred to a
committee, consisting of Messrs. Raney and Corley,;to investi-
gate the legal questions invelved.

February 22.—A petition was received from the St. Johuns,
Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad Company, for the purchase of
100,000 acres of land at five cents per acre, to aid said company
in the construction of their road.

March 7.--The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That this Board will sell to the St. Johns, Lake
Eustis and Gulf Railroad Company, ninety thousand acres of
swamp lands, embraced in the odd-numbered sections, lying on
each side of and nearest to their line of road, at the price of five
cents per acre; said lands to be located within fifteen miles of

said road and west of the St. Johns river. Conveyance of said -

lands not to be made until the said road is completed from the
St. Johns river 10 Lake Eustis : Provided, however, That unless
said road is completed within twelve months, this resolution
may be rescinded by the Board. - .
March 13.—The following resolution was adopted :
Whereas, At the last meeting of this Board, a resolution was
adopted to sell to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad
Company ninety thousand acres of land at five cents per acre : And
whereas, After mature consideration we are convinced that a
sale of lands at a nominal price is not anthorized under the In-
ternal Improvement Act, and that in making such eale we

“transcend our powers as Trustees, Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Hund, That the resolution adopted on the 6th instant, for the
gale of lauds to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad
Company, at five cents per acre, be and the same is hereby
rescinded. :

April 20.—The request for a sale of lands to the St. J., L. E.
& G. R. R. Co. wasrenewed, but no action was taken thereon.

March 7.—The Western Railroad Company, a corporation of
the State of Fiorida, organized, among other purposes, to con-
struct that part of the line between the St. Yohn’s river at Jack-
sonville and the waters of Pensacola Bay, which lies between
Chattahoochee or the Apalachicola river and Pensacola Bay,
gave notice of its full acceptance of the provisions of the act to
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provide for and encourage a liberal system of internal improve-
wnents in this State, approved January 6, 1855. .
" The Governor laid before the Board a letter addressed to him

" by D. W. Hendrickson, of Red Bank, N. J., claiming to have

-been interested in a contract with the former Trustees for the

*construction of the West Florida and Mobile Railroad, and in-

quiring as to the probability of having said contract renewed or
extended. . : ] .
April 21.—A similar letter was received from Mr. Hendrick-
s0n. ] o
December 1.—A communication was received from _Thom:;xs
“H. Wagstaff, President of the West Florida and Moblle_Raﬂ]—
read Company, enclosing letter from Baron de Wagstaff, and
submitting proposition to issue floats to said company.
December 17.—A communication was received from Thomas
H. Wagstaff in reference to the contract between the W.F. &
M. R. R. Co. and the Trustees tor the purchase of internal im-

" provement landsand the construction of a railroad through West

Florida, enclosing a letter of Baron de Wagstaff and a state-
“ment by Gen. W. D. Barnes. The Governor was requested o
“invite Mr. Wagstaff and Gen. Barnes to meet the Board on tll\e
'10th proximo, to consult about the subject-matter of said papers.

January 12, 1878.—Thomas H. Wagstaff, President of the

West Flovida and Mobile Railroad Company, submitted a pro-

position for the renewal of the contract made with the Trustees

June 1, 1875, with the following modifications : .

1. The time for making and filing the surveys of said road shall
. be extended six months from the date of the issue of floats as
rein provided. )
heQ. Tlll)e period for completing the road shall be extended fur
ve.years from date. .

i 3.ySaid_ company shall commence the building of the road

from the west side of the Apalachicola river to run towards Ma-

”ae’:].n'ii‘he Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund shall make

and deposit with sach bank in the city of New York as may be

agreed upon, 340 floats of 100 acres each upon the public lands
of West Florida in aid of the first ten miles of road to be con-
structed, the same to be paid for at the rate ot tlm"t,y cents pev
acre, as fast as they shall be withdrawn by the said company,
 the receipts of money for said floats to be credited to the amount
to be paid by said company for the lands granted by their origi-
sontract.
Dal5.“'ll‘l§e ‘fI S. lands granted to the State of Florida by the act
of Congress of May 17, 1856, and now in its legal possession,
shall be conveyed to the said company under the terms and pro-
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visions of said act, in ferther aid of the enterprise, as fast as the
said road is completed. ;

After considering the merits of said proposition, the following
resolution was adopted = '

Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im-

Provement Fund, That this Board refuses to renew the agree-
ment entered into Fune 1, 1875, with the West Florida and Mo-

bile Railroad Company, with any modification of said agreement ,’
or contract by which any of the lands belonging to the fand

shall be conveyed to said company in advance of any work upon
said railroad, or until ten miles of said road shall have been com-
pleted.

] M_r. Wagstaff, having been notified of the action of the Board,
Inquired whether the Trustees would consent to a renewal of

the contract altered, so as to embrace only the quantity of land =

belonging- to_the fund in West Florida, amounting to about
1,200,000 acres. The Trustees proceeded to consider the terms
of the original contract, and various amendments and modifica-
tions were decided to be desirable before the agreement could
be renewed, and a memorandum thereof was furnished to Gov--
ernor Drew, who was requested to confer with Mr. Wagstaff in
reference thereto.

January 16.—A letter was received from M. Wagstaff sug-
gesting certain modifications of the agreement with the W, F,
& M. R. R. Co., and requesting that the agreement so modified
be renewed ; which proposition was rejected by the Board,

March 15.—Letters were received from M. Wagstaff invit-
Ing a proposition respecting the construction of the West Flori-
da and Mobile Railroad. He was informed that the Board are
not prepared to make any proposition on the sabject. :

April 13.—Similar letters were received and the same reply
made.

April 19, 1877.—The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Tadian
River Railroad and Navigation Company submitted to the Board
a contract proposed to be entered into between the Trusteesand.
said company, substantially as follows :

The said company to construct a railroad from the St. John’s
river, in Duval county, to St. Angustine, and thence to Halifax
or Indian river, and to deepen the channels of Halifax river, Mos-
quito lagoon and Indian river; also a branch road from Jackson..
ville to Fernandina ; said road to be constructed on a gauge of
three feet. The trustees to sell to said company, at a price to
be fixed upon, two hundred sections of land for every ten miles

‘of completed road, and a like quantity for every expenditure in
the improvement of the rivers, equal to the cost of constructing
10 miles of road, provided the whole quantity so conveyed shallnot
exceed the lands owned by the Fund east of the St. John’s river,
in the counties of Duval, St. John’s, Putnam aad Volusia; and
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i it! ket, except-to actual set-
‘that said lands be withdrawn from market, pt-to a

rtt'l:rs. Ten miles of said-road to be-cgmpleted within sixmonths,
i miles more: every ‘three mounths. - .
-amii;:;'l:'l 20.—The proposition of‘the:J. aeksonville, St. Augustine

“nd Indian River Railroad and Navigation Company was taken

. i Q-
cap for consideration, and the Board adopted ‘the following pr

i and resolution-: . Todi >
.?‘?m%‘:n:;n;s, The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Indian River

) . jon t
Railroad aud Navigation Company have made -a proposion to

‘this Board for the purchase of lands'bel.ong}:ng t,os-ttr}:IeGLiE(‘)l;ngt,.
-upon such terms as will aid said -company in the conf Tuoton o
‘their line of road. .And, whereas, Tt is the oplmo.n.o';6 e Boare.
:that, under the trust created by the act of J—antl.u'ym‘,’er o
e o amany on other carparation o any other
Jauds to any railrond company or orporation on any oth
'.‘Itdel;?nlttl)\:nni\‘llch as they \In)'ould make \f\nth md1vul1.|]1.?]b“\lw"11:..2:31;t
regard to any public bevefit to accrue from sx_m.hl n:l t-ﬂicie;tlx;y
sshould be shown that hyvreasgn :lhel'ef(_)(fl :he walue =

of { J be enhanced; therefore
o Zté};zotllzl):;;, ‘)1511‘1::3 t}))i'Boaa'd decline tz) ]:Ic«:ept, the proposition,
- ake the sale of lands as requested. ) . o
o lt;ecl-:;;z]i;})';(.a—The President of th_e Ja_cksqnvll{-(e}, bb.. nAh%":l}.;:
tine and Indian River Railroad gmd .Nawg_at:mll O-';a.\pdntyn‘]t,er-
mittéd a proposition and form of -contract tin- L.Jmi s_.; L]'iver tor
nate sections of lands lying east of the Pt: f).m.a: i m,) and
other lands, to said company, at one<cent. per acl (:, ‘=;'|e;\'(£in(i} ™
ing that the Trustees apply to the-U. S. (?ou:{gv.o u‘é; md o
much of the orders now in force against the -Ttl‘us ‘ 0 o
.enable the Board to accept such proposition. :1nis Dropos

- was rejected.

December 17.—A communication was received from t‘hﬂhPrgi-
ident of said road proposing to purchase lands east of tatz re.:
John’s river at five cents per acre; which -proposition was
ﬁlsjl(ia;'il 20.;The Attorney-General laid ‘before thq _Bg-;ar(l %n
order from the Circuit Court of St. John’s. (g)un}y }m;],m%[;%;a;
| i eli ; he 8t. John’s R
Trustees from selingl lands granted to t alway

i re. The Trustees appeale
: any by an act of the Legislature. ] uste ‘
?oot[.ll]ll;-sgpere Ceurt from this decree of the- Cireuit %qul t,lglut.
the decision of the Cirenit Court was affirmed. See XVI. Fla.
: . P- 531. .
Relpy_ag]; 11.—Notice-was Teceived from Francis 'Vose that he h?;d
applied to the coeurt then in session for an rorder to secu}re ‘t 3 :
'agpoi-ntment of a Reeceiver for the Jacksonville, ~Pensat:10 a an
Mobile. Railroad—the accomplishment in‘the most ~sp':e fy &nap-
ner of the sale of-said.-road—and: the application of the tandsin
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the hands of the Treasurer, in accordance with the mandate of

the U. 8. Supreme Court. :

Hay 25.—The Attorney-General laid before the Board a let-
ter from Gen. H. R. Jackson, solicitor in the case of E. C. An-
derson, et al. vs. The J. P. & M. R. R. Co., advising the Trus-
tees to file a petition in the U. S. Circuit Court, asking such
order as would cause the sale of the railroad from Lake City to
Quincy, under the decree heretofore made in said cause by Hon.
W. B. Woods, Judge Fifth Circuit of the U. 8. The Attorney
General was requested to notify Gen. Jackson that the Trustees
decline to make and file the petition as requested.

January 11, 1878.—The Attorney-General laid before the
Board a letter from General H. R. Jackson, solicitor for E. C.
Anderson, et al., recommending that the State of Florida and.
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund unite with other
parties in applying to the Supreme Court of the United States-
for a consent decree in the case of the State and Trustees against
E. C. Auderson and others vacating the order made in said cause
injoining the execution of a decree in the Circuit Court of the
United States for the Northern District of Florida in favor of E.
C. Anderson and others against the Jacksonville, Pensacola and
Mobile Railroad Company and others ; and thereupon the follow-
ing resolntion was adopted:

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Iinprove-
ment Fund, That the attorney and solicitor of this Board be
and he is hereby authorized to unite with the State of Florida
and the holders of the State of Florida and the Pensacola and
Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad bonds in a motion in the orig-
inal suit in the Supreme Court of the United States in the case
of the State of Florida and the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund against E. C. Anderson and others, to obtain from said
Supreme Court a consent decree vacating so much of the orders.

- and decrees in said cause as injoins the execution of the decree

in the Circuit Court of the United States for the Fifth Judicial
Circuit, Northern District of Florida, in favor of E. C. Anderson,,
et «l., against the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad
Company, et ¢l., and in such proceedings as will ensure an im-
mediate sale of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Rail-
roads under said decree in the said Circunit Court.

July 19, 1877.—The Attorney-General was yequested to cor-
respond with the executors of Edward Houstoun with respect
to the balances unaccounted for of moneys placed in the hands
of said Houstoun by the Trustees of the Internal Improvemen:
Fund in 1868 for the purchase of the outstanding bonds of the
Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Company, being
part of the purchase-money received from the sale of said road
and placed in his hands as finaneial agent of the Board.-

A

r

109

The Secretary was instructed to record on the minutes the
nambers of the first mortgage bonds of the F., A. & G. C. R.
R. Co., which were purchased March 4, 1868, with %83,200 of

- the moneys teceived from the sale of said road, and afterwards

B

‘canceled ; and they were so recorded upon page 443 of volume

@ of the Proceedings of the Board of Trustees.

July 9, 1878.—The Attorney-General was authorized to em-
ploy counsel in Savannah 1o prosecute the claim of the Internal
Tmprovement Fund against the estate of Edward Houstoun for
the sinking fund of the F.,, A. & G. C. R. R.

August 9.—The Attorhey-General reported that he had em-
ployed R. E. Lester, Esq., of Savannah, to prosecute said suit,

- which was approved by the Board.

November 20, 1877.—The Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte

_ Harbor Railroad Company submitted 'a proposition that the

Trustees sell to said company alternative sections of State lands

. for six miles on each side of said road aud branches at five cents

- per acre, such contract not to go into effect until the claims of

Mr. Vose and others against the Internal Improvement Fund
are settled, or the Trustees relieved therefrom by an order of
court.

The Trustees adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, That whenever the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte

.. Harbor Railroad Company shall file a plat of their route to

"Tampa and Charlotte Harbor the lands of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund lying within six miles on each side of the route and

" embraced in the odd-numbered sections, will be reserved from

. sale for six months; and if, at the end of that period, said com-

pany shall have constructed twenty miles of said road, and made
proof theveot to this Board, said lands shal! be reserved until the

_ next meeting of the Legislature for the action of that body.

December 'T.—A letter was received from the President of the
4. 0. and C. H. R. R. Co. asking the transfer to the company

. of alternate sections of U. 8. land in case they should be granted

to the Trustees by Congress.
assurance of such transfer.

September 21, 1878.—The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That no sales shall be made of lands lying on either
side of and within six miles of the railroad bed lying between
Waldo and Ocala until the further action of this Board, and that
the agents for the sale of lands be so notified and directed, in
case any applications for the purchase of said ladns or any part
thereof is made, to notify the applicants that the propriety of
selling the same is under consideration, and to note the time of
all applications to purchase, in order that the person or persons
fivst, applying may have the preferred right to purchase in case
it shall be determined to sell the same,

The Trustees declined to give
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A communnication'was received from Hon, D: L. Yulee, Presi.-
dent of the Peninsular Railroad Company, enclosing a copy of a:

deed of transfer from the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit .
€ompany to the Péninsular Railroad Company of that portion of -

its-incompleted line which lies between Waldo and Ocala, with-

the request that the fact of the receipt of the same be recorded: -

on the minute-boek of the proceedings- of the Board, and ac--
knowledged under the seal of the Béard ;: which was done.

October 31.—The following resolution was adopted :

Upon considération of the application of the Peninsular Rail--
road Company for-such modification-of the seventh specification
of the sixth section of the internal improvement act of Jauunary
6; 1855, as will anthorize the use of iron upon the track of their
road between Waldo and Ocala of the weight of thirty-five-
pounds to the lineal yard, in virtue of the authority vested in
this Board by the amendatory act approved December 14, 1855,
Tt is resolved, That this Board gives consent and approval to the:
use of iron upon the track of said road weighing thirty-five-
pounds to the lineal yard, instead of sixty pounds per lineal
yard as-requirved in the seventh specification of the sixth section:

of:thie act of January 6, 1855 ; and that the application of the- -

said Peninsular Railroad Company be filed among the records of"
the Board. . :

November 21, 1871.—The following resolution was adopted ::

Be it resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Imprevement:
Fund of Florida, That His Bxcellency, the Governor, be re-
quested to urge upon our Senators and Representatives in Con-
gress to use their efforts to procure from the Congress of the-
Whited States a renewal of the grants of land made to Florida-
by the act of May 17, 1856, so far as the same have not been al--
ready conveyed under the provisions of said act; and to have-
the grant in aid of the construction of a road from Amelia Island:
to Tampa bay extended so as to include a road to Charlotie-
Harbor.
: APALACHICOLA ARSENAL.

August: 21, 1877.—~The Attorney General was requested to:
take the necessary steps to have the title to the Apalachicola
Arsenal conveyed to the Trustees ot the Internal Improvement
Fund, under the provisions-of the act of Congress of December-
15, 1870.

October 30.—The following letter was laid before the Board ::

Orp¥aNCE OrricE, WAR DEPARTMENT, %
‘Washington, October 25, 1877.
The Attorney General of the State of Flerida,
Tallahassees Florida:
Sie—The Judge Advocate General ofithe Army, to whom has-
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heen referred your communications of Augast:28 and September
15, has expressed to the Secretary of War an opinien that the
State authorities of Florida, having been in actual ocenpation of
the lands and buildings of the Apalachicola .(or Chattahoochee)
Argenal at the date of the act of Congress of December 15,
1870, donating them to the State for educational purposes, the
United States could not thereafter s€ll the same as their own
property. He also holds, upon the strength of II. Opinions of
the Attorney General, page 49, that no formal deeds are neces-
sary to be given to the State of Florida under the said act.

The Secretary of War has thereupon decided * that no action
seems to be necessary in this case but to take a receipt for the
property which has been lawfully turned over.”

The ““lands ” of the Apalachicola Arsenal were reserved by
the President of the United States from ‘the ;public domain, un-
der dates of November 3, 1832, and ‘October 30, 1833, and will
be found fully described in the records of the * Land District of
the West Territory of Florida” for those years.

The “buildings” located on these lands on December 15,
é870, necessarily go with the lands into the ownership of the

tate.

The “ appurtenances ” ot the lands are embraced in a deed of
I. W. King, attorney for Daniel Matchett, dated February 17,
1834, and recorded 1n Book B, page 37, in the Clerk’s office of
Gadsden county court. : ’

In pursuance of the decisien of the Secretary of War, I have

- therefore to request that the proper authorities constituting the

Board of Internal Improvement of the State of Florida, will file
in this office a suitable acknowledgment of receipt of the fore-
going property, which has been turned over to them.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed) 8. V. BenzrT,
Brigadier ‘General, Chief of Ordnance.

The Attorney General was requested to prepare an acknowl-
edgment of receipt of the property mentioned for the signatures
of the Trustees, and also to obtain a.certified .copy of the deed
of I. W. King, attorney for Daniel Matchett, referred to in the
foregoing communication.

SURVEY OF #WAMP LANDSB.

November 21, 1877.—The Commissioner of Lands and Immi-
gration was authorized to contract with a competent surveyor
for the survey of Township 8, South, Range 9, West, which
township had been patented as swamp land, but had never been
surveyed.

Under this authority, the Commissioner made a contract for
the survey of said township with H. 8. DuVal, who performed
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the work and made due return of the field notes of survey,
which were examined and approved by the Commissioner. June 1, 1877—M. A. Williams, commissions on safles ..... 74 42
u “ooe H. A. Corley, expenses of seizure of cedar,. - 9 58
Eo ¥
EECLAMATION AND DEAINA.G u oo Clerk Putnam county, recording. ...... oes 1%
MMareh 7, 1877.—A contract was made with James B. Stone, « 14, “ = Sheriff Wakulla county, seizure of timber. . 20 00
of Calhoun county, for the reclamation by ditches and drains of {1 - Jaly 6, 1877—Postage account..... e ieeieeiiaenee.. 9 00
g rtain overflowed lands lying in Sections 5, 8 and 17, Township , “ “ M. A Williams, commissions on sales. . ... 75 14
oer he said Stone to receive a deed for “ L% W.Gwyon, Treasurer, paid for exchange. . 843
3, South, Range 9, West, the §a1d 16 tion for the “ “ ' W.Gwynn, Treasurer, paid for binding. ... 4 00
160 acres of the lands so reclalmf.}d 1n compensailon 1o ‘ “« 17, ¢  Florida Immigrant, subscription and postage 72 50
work. Mr. Stone afterwards submitted proof of t,hle (él(l)e per- L August 1 _1877——\1‘)V. Gwynn, Treasurer, paid express charges 1 50
X rding to his contract, and 180 acres . “ wotn OStAZe BCCOUNL. o vu ot vi i v irrannnnn.n... 30 65
formance of the vlvqu 30‘(‘:’(:“6 c%nve ed to him l;y deed. ’ " % Receiver U. 8. Land Office at Gainesville,
of the land so reclaimed ° ¥ . John M. Brvao _ for noting confirmation of State lands in
April 21.—A proposition was received from Joha M. Brya ’ . 1876, ..ottt eeeae e eeennn, 418 00
and others, for the drainage of a large quantity of overflowed : M 8, “ M. A Williams, commissions en sales. .. .. 82 47
lands lying north of Lake Apopka, by cutting a na,vxgable'carmlf “ 27, * . Plorida Immigrant, subseription aud pr‘);rmge 77 45
. ; s 1 a. The consideration o s B * % H. A Corley, traveling expenses to Wash-
fl?sl said l?;l]f‘e to atéh; Ogégz;efl)cklawah ingtonand back....................... 107 20
cald proposition w )8t . . | | < Aa. ’ o o Clerk Hillshorough county, recording..... 190
July 6.—The proposition of J. M. Bryan and others was d? . “ ¥ George P. Raney, telezrams, postage, &c... 11 15
clined. : ] “ b Clerk Supreme Court, docket tee on appeal
Vovemnber 'T.— ition was received from a large number , . in suit with St. Johns Railway Company 15 00
]\./b.'uembe/ 7 . A 'pet'“_']on 3 h bhe swamp " v« George P. Raney, professional services. . .., 250 00
£ residing near Lake Apopka, asking that t p . . Raney ess]
ot citizens residing X ’ = a 1 as 2 “ 3, - M. A, Williams, commissions on sales. . . .. 30 55
and overflowed lands north of said lake be granted to them as : “ “" “ H.A.Corley, Copp's Land Laws, and sib-
corporation, on condition that they drain said lands and dig a | seription 10 Copp’s Land Owner. . . ... . g 10 10
navigable canal from Lake Apopka 1o Lake Dora. Cousiders- “. " Mrs M. J. Sutton, amount refanded, over-
tiong ostponed 1 ] R paid on entry ol land........ Coee 8 01
= ‘ ' S 22 T—Puostag et creeiea o eans '
P ACCOUNTS. ALLOWED AND PAYMENTS ORDERED. woo | %CP bR, 18T Ili');:itl(:iﬁu?, ‘ifl';ll:?lfu _____________________ 52 88
s 2 7K the Gulf, advertising.. ........ ... .- Oct ber 80, 1877—Clerk Leon Circuit Court, copy of bill in
Fargary 8, 1817 Igflyl;l(z)zsxd Tribune, ad vertisi%g ............. % 38 : Cp case of W. P. Rembert vs. the Trustees. . 18 60
w [T idian, printing....... ...l I A W oot ostige account.......... Teseeneeaeaiaas 21 490
febroary 1 1877—111‘;.161?. ]%ilﬁams, %ommissions on sales in % 1 s " “ow F]oridu‘) Immn;granl, subscription and post- 145 60
e B Y o { i age.2menths .. ................. ..., 5
w 0y W Gegf‘gneuaghaney, amount paid Clerk U. 8. oot G. R. Frisbee, Ceunt ¥ Surveyor, surveying. 5 00
e Supreme Court for records in case ol 28 00 ‘ Nov. T 1877——H.1A.IC%;1ey. traveling expensvs 10 New
ate v8. B. C. Anderson........... cee 2 L Cork, Washington and back............ 180 03
o ag o« . Nsﬁlaﬁd H. J. Baker, professional services 500 00 oo woow Gov. Ge% F. %ew, traveling expenses to
o to former Board............. e : : New York, Washington and back....... 180 00
Iarch & 1877—Pos(:master at Tallahassee, postage........ 9 00 ! " “oou H. A. Corley, paid for back nnmbers of
ne < & G. H. Jobnson, County Surveyor, surveying 90 00 copies Land Owner, and for telegraphing 6 10
April 18« \\filliams Swann & Corley, selecting swamp - * % George P. Raney, telegraphing............ 135
O B o " lands under contract with Trustees, May 17938 50 u 0‘0 o é\j 11&\ IV}Viéli:uns, commissions on sales...... 33 74
A inlands). . .viieiennn- ,938 8 DR lerk U. 8. Court, copy of bill, Johnson vs,
‘f: !;ffvr m ag u M 1181’ %szﬁai(xﬁigiggg;]iss';gns)on sales..... 106 90 : ’I‘rusle:zs Ceeeea p} e, 21 10
3‘? Al w W Fl.@ri(.iian, printing............ retriee e 38 00 “ 21, © John McDougall, stationery............... 29 10
A u« < Postmaster at Tallahassee................ 1"'{_ 4 o ¥ Postage........ eraretaiiiiiiaae., ceees 300
o “ 4 a C. A. Bryan, Jr., binding.......... s 5 00 Aloozo Fowle, binding. ............ ... .. 3 00
FOT w W« H A Corle); leiegraphing ................ 6 00 i “oou H. A. Corley, expenses attending Wakulla
B L 2 T W.J. Barnet’t, services as timber agent. .. . 169 24 3 | 1. 1878—F] deu'n ................................. 88 00
or' o ,amount paid for transcripts o - cantary 11, 1848—Floridian, printing. ................. .. .. 17
H May 135, 1877 G.II;(.:ESSISJ?.Y ......... p ................... 21 40 St % % TPostage account.... ....... e, 17 40
g « “ % Postage acCounl. . .aieeit ittt ienenan - 259 s oou M. A, Williams, commissions on sales. . ... 23 05
3 x0 26, ¢ Floridian, Printing.....o..ueesreeanann.. S% " wow Geotrge Pl._dRa:{ey, traveling expenses, cost o
1 0y ;e Tl 3 : "1 5
wr ¢ « ] ille Press, advertising. . «......... : otrecords, &e.........0.. oal.L.. . 100 13
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VOSE SUIT.

December 8,1877.—The Attorney General was directed to
request Henry R. Jackson and Charles H. Simonton, Esquires,
to meet the Board on Thursday next in reference to the vaca-
tion of the Receivership in the Vose case, and the Governor
requested to telegraph Mr. Vose to meet the Board at the
same time,

December 17.—The Attorney General read a letter from
Charles H. Simonton, Esq, in reply to one from the Attorney
General, expressing the desire of the Board for a vacation of
the orders in the Vose case in so far as they appoint a Re-
ceiver, the letter from said Simonton expressing his entire ac-
cord in the matter.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the Attorney General is directed to take,
without delay, such legal proceedings in the name and on be-
half of the Board as may be necessary to secure a vacation of
all orders in the case of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund, pending in the United States
Circuit Court, Northern District of Klorida, appointing Aris-
tides Doggett receiver of said fund, or the proceeds or net pro-
ceeds of sales of lands belonging to said fund, or any properties
of said fund. :

The following resolution was adopted: '

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Board that the claim
made by Fraacis Vose for compensation and reimbursement,
and pay for services, expenses and attorneys’ fees made, in-
eurred or paid or contracted to be paid by him, in the case of
Francis Vose vs. Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund, is
not a legal claim, and should not be paid, but should be re-
gisted by the attorneys of this Board representing us as to the
aame with all- legal and proper defences. . '

January 11, 1878.—The Board directed that the motion to
discharge the Receiver in the Vose suit be made at the ad-
journed session of the United States Court in Jacksonville, in
in May next. ]

January 17.—The Secretary laid before the Board a commu-
nication from Mr. Francis Vose, requesting some action by the
Board of Trustees without delay upon the matter of his claim
for repayment of advances incurred in his suit against the
Trustees. This request was occasioned by the attorneys of the
Trustees availing themselves of the Rules of Court for time in
which to file exceptions to the report of the Special Master,
allowing Mr. Vose about $97,000 for expenses, &c. Mr. Vose

further referred to the want of prompt action by the Trustees
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10 get possession of the moneys turned over to the State
Treasurer, by order of the Supreme Court of the United States,
in the case of the State of Florida et al. vs. E. C. Anderson
et al.; and also to negligence in the protection of the lands
from trespass. DMr. Vose also enclosed copy of aletter written
by him to the Receiver of the J. P. and M. Raih'oa(?in which
he protested against the allowance of {ree passes to finy except
employes of the road, and suggested a reduction of passenger
rates, and asked to be advised whether or not the Trustees ap-
prove of said letter. :

It was ordered, that the Secretary inform Mr. Vose that the
Board see no reason to disapprove of the action of their attor-

" neys upon the subject matter of his claim for expenses, but

that, on the contrary, their action therein is fully approved;
and that the Trustees have nothing to do with the matter of
the letter from him to the Receiver of the J. P.and M. Railroad.

January 26.—The Attorney General informed the Board

* that notice had been given him that on Monday next a motion

would be made in the U. 8. Circuit Court, at Jacksonville, in
the case of Vose vs. The Trustees, to place the lands of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund in the hands of Sherman Conant for
sale. '

Said motion having been made, the Trustees, on the 29th
January, filed their answer thereto as follows :

. In the Circuit Court of the United States, Northern District

of Florida.

' Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund of Florida. In Equity.

This day comes Geerge . Drew, Governor of Florida, Wal-
ter Gwynn, Treasurer, Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration, Columbus Drew, Comptroller, and George
P. Raney, Attorney General of Florida, the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund aforesaid, and for cause why thes
motion of the Complainant to this cause for the appointment of
an agent in the place of Messrs, Willliams, Swann and Corley;
appointed under the Decree of December 4th, 1873, in this
cause to sell lands, should not be made with the amplified
powers prayed in said motion, show,

1. That these respondents were appointed and became such
Trustees, aforesaid, in the month of January, A. D. 1877%;
That at the time of their appointment they were not familiar
with the nature and character of the duties devolving upoi
them as such Trustees, nor with the condition of the Fund and
its important and complicated interests, That when they were
appointed and until the month of March, A, D. 1877, the Leg-
islature of Florida, was in session at Tallahassee, the place of
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their official residence, and that the presence of such Legisla-
ture devolved upon them many and important duties, requir-
ing much of their time and attention, and preventing their ad-
dressing themselves and their attention to the interests and
-condition of said Fund, to the extent that they would other-
wise have immediately done had the said Legislature not
been in session; but that they did, however, during such ses-
sion, give the same all the attention they could, and they have
since been actively engaged in doing all in their power to ad-
vance the interests of said Fund and its beneficiaries, includin
those of the said Francis Vose, T. B. Codington and Charles
DuBignon and Bradly Martin, who are the movers in the mat-
ter now under consideration. :

The lands of the Fund have been held by these respondeuts
for entry at the prices which they found their immediate prede-
cessors holding thent, which prices have never been objected to
by any of the beneficiaries of said Fund, and which prices
these respondents believe to be the prices at which they should
be held.

These defendants soon found or discovered that the ordinary
sales of lands at the offices at Tallahassee, and the agency of
M. A. Williams at Jacksonville, were not sufficient to pay off
the interest coupons, to the payment of which the same were
pledged, and that some extraordinary means shonld in duty to
the coupon-holders be taken and adopted for the purpose of
making sales sufficient to attain the.end of paying off all legal
claims for interest on said lands. That the only plan which
suggested itself as promising relief to the coupoun-holders and
the Fund, was the offering of the lands for sale at reduced pri-
ces in large quantities in the markets of Europe. That, for
the purpose of testing the success of this plan, these respon-
dents immediately set about to select the most reliable person
having experience and ability in such business, that could be
found, and on the 27th day of April, A. D. 1877, after some
correspondence with Mr. Samuel A. Swann, of Fernandina,
Florida, one of the agents who had been desiguated and selec-
sed by this Honorable Court to malke sales under the decree.
aforesaid, was selected and appointed such agent, these re-
spondents, as the Board of Trustees aforesaid, passing and
adopting a resolution of which a copy is hereto annexed,
marked A, and prayed to be taken as a part hereof the same as
if herein fully recited.

Mr. Swann sccepted the appointment, and he proceeded to
New York in June, AD. 1877, and in July of the same year
sailed for England. He remained in Europe till the latter part
of December, visiting different parts of England and France,
making éarnest endeavors to make sales of warrants and lands
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as provided by said resolution, and in December last he sailed
from England for New York, which he reached in the early
part of the present month; and on the 22d of the present

‘month he made his report of his acts and doings under said

appointment, of which report a copy is hereto annexed, marked
B, and prayed to be taken as a part hereof the same as if fully
herein recited.

And these respondents represent that each and all the state-
ments made in said report are true,to the best.of their knowl-
edge, information and belief.

And these respondents further represent that their said agent
found himself embarrassed and thwarted to a great degree in
his efforts to effect a sale of said warrants and lands anthorized
by him to be sold, by an erroneous and palpably untenable

" impression which was created, to the effect that the Trustees

could not make a title to such lands or warrants that would not
be clouded by and subject to a lien of the decree of the com-
plainant in this cause, and by an effort and attempt upon the
part of the complainant Vose to require that the Trustees
should take upon themselves functions and respensibilities
which, under the decrees and orders of this court, were reserved
to this Honorable Court and denied to the Trustees; that

© among Lhese was the responsibility of the Trustees fixing and

settling upon an amounut to be paid to said Francis Vose, for
his expenses and services in the litigations concerning said
fund, and his coupon interest claim against the same, which
matter, as appears by the records of the Honorable Court, was
then and is still pending herein, and is undecided.

These respondents further represent that there was also a
further effort upon the part of said Vose to make the sale of
any such land or warrants contingent upon a settlement of his
claim under said decree at an amount fixed by himself; and
this amonnt so fixed by him was to include, not only past due
coupons, but coupons held by him which had not yet become
due or payable. And respondents further show that, notwith-
standing these facts, including the one that through the counsel
of said Vose parties-in Englind bad been left under the im-
pression and belief that there could be no valid title given to
said lands or warrants until the said decrée had been satisfied,
yet their said agent did enter into an agreement of sale of cer-
tain lands with one John H. Fry, the said agreement being in

. 80 far as said agent was concerned, dependent and contingent

upon the approval of the same by these respondents. And
‘these respomdents annex hereto a copy of said agreement,

marked C, and pray that the same may be taken as a part

hereof. This agreement, as will be seen by reference to the
same, included the payment of said Vose claim for expenses,
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services, and for coupons which had not yet become due;. and

these respondents annex hereto, as a part hereof, certain letters.

from their said agent, John T. Drew, who was acting for said
Vose as his counsel, with a special agreement proposed, and of’

one J.-H. Stedwell, attorney for John H. Fry, and pray that .

the same and each and every part thereof may be taken as a
part hereof; the same being marked from D to O, inclusive.

These respondents further represent, that on the 27th of Sep-
tember, A.D. 1877, these respondents disapproved of the con-
tracts and agreements aforesaid, believing then and still be-
lieving that the propositions therein made for the benefis of
Francis Vose were not within the scope of the authority and
power of these respondents, and that no settlement should be
made of coupons not yet due. :

These respondents further represent, that being still very de-
sirous that a sale of lands should be made, and heping that a
personal conference with Mr. Vose or his attorney might secure
a withdrawal of the objectionable requirements of said con-
tracts aforesaid, they requested Gov. Geo. F. Drew and M.
Hugh A. Corley, the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration,
to proceed to New York and confer with Mr. Vose and M.
Drew, his counsel, and see if the negotiations could not be
brought to a successful termination ; and that on the 3d day
of October, 1877, these gentlemen did proceed to said city of
New York, where they met and conferred with Mr. Vose and
Mr. Drew. Mr. John T. Drew there insisted upon the view
held in England as to the lien of said decree and the inability
of the Trustees to make a good title. ~After some consultation
Mvr. Drew yielded, or at least appeared to yield, to the view of
the Board that the Trustees could give a good title, and 1t was
at one time understood that Jobn T. Drew would return to
England and remove the erroneous, and, as these respondents
believe, disastrous impressions which he had created on this
subject. While in New York, Mr. Corley addressed to Mr.
John T. Drew, at his request, a letter, of which a copy is hereto
annexed, marked P, and prayed to be taken as a part hereof,
the same as if fully recited ; and also addressed to Mr. Swann
a letter, of which a copy is hereto annexed, marked @, and
prayed to be taken as a part hereof. And these respondents
further say that, as shown by said letters, Mr. Swann was
authorized to make a conditional sale and have the funds de-
posited in a reliable banking-house, subject to the order of
the Honorable Court in-this cause. Mr. Drew did not return
to Burope because, as these respondents are informed, his
presence was not desirable to Mr. Swann, who had been em-
barrassed by him before as before herein stated. Mr. Vose, in
conversation, concurred with Mr. Corley in the view that Mr.
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Jolm T. Drew should not return to Kurope unless Mr. Swann
desired his presence. ‘About this time and after the declination
by the Trustecs of the Internal Improvement Fund of said
contract aforesaid, the said John H. Fry and the parties co-
operating wi_t,h him declined to make any further arrangements;
and at this time the hostilities between Russia and Turkey had
the effect to render almost any negotiations of acceptable char-
acter impossible; and there also appeared in the London Times

. articles reciting the many disastrous American enterprises of

late years, and warning English capitalists from engaging i
anything of the kind, which, as represented to us Ey Mr.
Swann, had great eflect upon the minds of English capitalists:
a8 to entering into any American financial enterprise of any
considerable size. i

These respondents further represent unto your Honor that,
us appears by the report of Mr. Swann, he has still pending in.
England and this country, negotiations for the saie of land,
and that, as appears from said report, he has still confidence-
in the successtul result of the same. He is now in New York:
awaiting the results of conferences he has had as to a sale with.
parties from Chicago and New England. It is his intention to-
40 to the West, should his present negotiations with said New
England and Chicago parties fail ; and these respondents say-
that they fully and firmly believe that if any one cdn succeed:
in making an advantageous sale of any of said lands or land
warrants, that Mr. Swanon can. He is a persou of experience-

and judgment in such matters, and of great energy and zeal.

;md ﬁ]delity, and it is but just to him and to all- concerned, that.
e should be permitted to continne his operations withoutinter-

- ference or hindrance.

m

These respondents further represent that they have held, and:
<till do hold, themselves ready and willing, and zealous to.do.
and try whatever may promote, with any reasonable degree of
success, the advancement of the interests of the fund, and any
and all of its beneficiaries ; that any suggestions of :any parti-
cular plan or mode of doing the same, coming from any inter-
ested or reputable source, has always received and will continue
to receive the most caretul and earnest consideration. They
farther represent that the propriety and advisability of ap-
pointing any other agent than said Swann, to act either inde-
pendently of] or in conjunction with him, has never been sug-.
gested by the said Vose, or any one, to .these Trustees; that
under the spirit of the internal lmprovement act, it is contem-

.Plated that these sales should be made by the Trustees, acting

either by themselves or through agencies appointed by them
and that 80 long as they are willing te do all that can be done.
to effect such sales and relieve and advange the Fund and,
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its beneficiaries, there is no necessity for this Honorable
Court to take any such action as it is requested at this time to
take ; that the decree of December the 4th, 1873, and the con-
firmatory decrees of the court do not contemplate that any
such appointment shall be made except under circumstances
showing a necessity for the same. ' :

And these respondents insist that no such necegsity now ex-
ists, as these respondents stand willing and ready to do what-
ever promises any reasonable degree of probable success in
benefitting the Fund, and have never failed or refused to make
all reasonable efforts to secure the benefit of the same,

These. respondents further say that Mr. Corley stated to Mr.
John T. Drew while in New York, at the time aforesaid, as one
of the reasons why the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund could not agree upon any particular amonnt as being due
Mr. Vose on account of interest, that there was pending in this
Court a suit between Mr. D. L. Yulee, of Fernandinag and Mr.
Vose, a case involving the amount due Mr. Vose, in which it
was contended by Mr. Yulee that only about §175,000 or §200,-
000 was due Mr. Vose, and that a large amount of the same
was claimed to have been paid him on said amount, by pay-
ments made in this suit, which suit is still pending.

II. And these respoundents further answering, say, that when
they came into office they found in existence a system which,
in their opinion, virtually legalized trespassing on the lands.
This system was permitting persons to cut timber on the lands
without criminal responsibility and pay for the same on the
principle of stumpage at a certain price per cubic foot—the
mill establishment at Cedar Keys being authorized to receive
the payments at five cents per cubic foot. We found that the
collections for a long time had not amounted to enough to pay
the expenses of the timber-agents employed by the Board.
These respondents immediately reseinded the resolution upon
which this system was based, and proceeded to appoint four
timber agents for four districts, into which they divided the
State, to travel over such districts, search for and report all
trespasses, and seize timber and have arrests made, and do

whatever else might be necessary for the prevention of tres-
passes and the protection of the lands of the Fund. Just as
respondents were getting this system started, the Legislature
passed a law making the Sheriffs of the different counties, tim-
bLer agents in their™ respective counties, with the powers set
forth and defined in said law—that, although it was understood

by many that the said act did practically do away with the-

necessity, if not the power of said respondents, to appoint any
such agents, yet these respondents, still believing it would be
wise to appoint an efficient agent to travel in the different lo-

-
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«calities in the State where trespasses were most probable to be
‘made, and to report the same to the Sheriffs of the counties
:and to the Board, and to do all things that would lead to the
-detection of trespasses, the arrest and punishment of trespass-
-ers, and the seizure of timber and logs which were so illegally
«cut or taken from the lands of the Fund, did appoint such an
agent in April, 1877. That the present agent-80 employed is a
reliable, energetic and efficient person ; that by his exertions
in connection with those of the Sheriff, a-considerable number
of trespassers, many of which were committed prior to the pas-
sage of said law, have been detected, large guantities of tim-
ber have been seized, and a considerable amount of funds real-
1zed for the Internal Improvement, School and Seminary Funds :
that the wages of such agent are paid by the IuLerual'ImproveZ
ment, School and Seminary Funds. '

There are now pending several suits arising out of seizores
.“aud are also pending several seizures in which no claims have
‘been filed to the timber seized. These respondents have jast
caused to be prepared a lot of township maps of internal im-

provement-and swamp and overflowed lands in West Florida -

belongmg to the Fund, and are about to send an awent iuto
that section to exercise the powers indicated above as being
exercised by the agent aforesaid. °

‘These respondents have not been negligent as to these matters
of trespasses, but have given a great deal of atteution to the
-same, and there has been no camplaint made to them nor of
them as 'Lhey are aware, except .a statement in a very recent
rljet,ter written by the complainant to Mr. Hugh A. Corley, as
Secretary of the Board, to the effect that the record of the
Board as to Preventing trespasses was not strong, but even he
has not specified any instance in which respondeuts have failed
40 perform their duty in this matter; and they charge that

“they have in.all things in -this behalf been Pprompt and active

in the_perforr_nanee of their duty, and hold themselves ready to
«do whatever-is proper or necessary in the premises; and re-
‘spondents further say that they have mnever received from the
-complainant Vose, or.any one interested, .any suggestion or in-
ftimation-of .any particular plan for preventing tl?espasses.

And these respondents pray that complainant’s motion may
be denied. - Jawrs M. Baxzg, :

Gro. P. Ravxy,
. for Respondents,

But notwithstanding the answer of the Trustees the conrt

made the following decree on the 16th February, 1878 : '
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i the Cireuit Cowrt of the United States for the Novthern Dis-
trict of Floride, Fifth Judicial Circuit.
Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida, ef al

This motion came on to be heard, and was argued by counsel,
and the court having considered the papers and argument of
counsel, and being satisfied from the showing made that the
conduct of the present Board of Trustees has been characterized:
by an industry, energy and efficiency which should be com-~
mended, and wishing that the court should not be understoed:
as in any manner criticising the action of the present Boaxd, or-
as interfering with their powers and duties as to making sales.
and titles to lands of said fund, but believing that it may be
an advantage to the Board and fund that an agent as contem-
plated by the decrees of December, 1873, and May, 1875,

should be appointed to supply the vacancy occasioned by the

resignations of Messrs. Swann, Corley and Williams with the-
powers indicated by such decrees. :

It is ordered, that Sherman Conant, the Marshal for the-
- Northern District of Florida, be and is appointed agent,,
with the powers aforesaid, to make sale of the lands of the Iu--
ternal Improvement Fund, (in the place of Messrs. Williams,

Swann and Corley) under the decree of December 4, 1873, as-

modified by the decree of May 18, 1875. .
Done, ordered and decreed in open court this sixteenth day.
of February, A. D. 1878. THoMAS SETTLE, JUDGE.
In the following May, the Court made an order in said cause,
as follows :
Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement.
Fund of Florida. December Term.
It is ordered, that the decrees heretofore made herein be so-
far modified as to permit and authorize the said defendants to-

receive in payment for lands belonging to the Internal Im.

provement Fund, which they may hereafter sell, one-half of the-

coupons of the bonds issued under the provisions of the Inter-
nal Improvement Act now held by any one of the parties plain--
tiff to the said cause, or their assignees, which have been ad--

judged to be a good and valid lien upon the lands of the said
fund; the amount so to be received in each case to be evidenced.
by the separate certificate of A. Doggett, Esq., Master in Chan-
cery, showing that such coupons have become part of the decree

in the said cause, as well as the entire amount held-by such-

party.

Tt is further ordered, that the said: Master shall keep a record.
copy of all certificates which he may so.issue,.in a book to be:

provided for that purpose.
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“The question as to whether the coupons of the Pensacola and
Georgia Railroad Company are payable from the Internal Im-
provement Fund, pending on motion forrehearing in this court,
it is ordered, that the holders of any such coupons shall be

authorized to designate such lands helonging to said fund as -

they may desire to take in payment of one-half of their COupons,
verified under order of this counrt, and the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund shall reserve from sale, for the benefit
of such parties, the lands so designated until the question of
the liability of the fund for said conpons shall be finally adjudi-
-cated ; or the lands so designated may be sold by said Trustees
upon the written order or consent of such coupon-holders, and
‘the money received therefor shall be paid by the Trustees to
‘the Receiver of this court, to be held as a special fund to be
paid over to such coupon-holders, if their claims shall be de-
cided to be payable from the fund ; otherwise, to be placed in
the general fund for distribution as other moneys received from
-sales of lands. Tuomas SErTLE, Judge.

The foregoing order was modified December 5, 1878, so as
to authorize the Trustees to require, at their discretion, the
payment of not more than twenty per cent. of the price of any
lands sold to be made in U. ¥. currency; and on the 6th
December the Board adopted a resolution requiring a payment
-of twenty per cent. in cash on all sales thereafter made with the
Master’s certificates.

MISCELLANEOUS,

January 18, 1877.—It was ordered, that the Secretary write
to Gen. H. R. Jackson, of Savannah, Col. Charles H. Simonton’
of Charleston, Gov. David S. Walker and Col. T. W, Brevard
«of Tallahassee, inviting a conference with the Trustees on the
25th inst,, respecting the interests of the Pensacola and Geor-

.gia Railroad Bondholders. On the 25th, Gen. Jackson and

‘Gov. Walker met the Board for Conference, Gen. Jackson also
representing Col. Simonton. No .agreement or concert of
-action was reached.

Walter Gywnn, Treasurer of the Internal Improvement
Fund, presented his official bond, in the penal sum of $10,000
which was approved and placed on file. ’

January 30.—The Attorney General laid before the Board
the affidavit or sworn statement of Joseph B. Stewart, Esq.
the Attorney of the Western Division of the Western North
Carolina Railroad Company, claiming an interest in the Flor-
ida Central Railroad, going to show that no portion of the
State bonds issued under the act of June 24, 1869, entitled
“An Act to Perfect the Public Works of the State,” and the
acts amendatory thereto, had ever been negotiated in such
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manner and' to-such: an.amount as-to: rendér-the: said'Florids

Central Railroad liable to seizure and sale under said acts;.

and also a protest against the seizure and sale of said road,

signed: by the said J. B. Stewart,. Esq., as the Attorney of the-

Florida Central Rl R: Co. :

February 22.—After consideration of a petition by Simpson.
& CGo., to purchase certain lands-at a.reduced price, or to grant.
them: the right of way through said lands-for a ditch or canal,
it was ordered that the right of way be granted as prayed for-
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encouraged ; but, inasmuch as the lands and proceeds of the
Internal Improvement Fund cannot be appropriated in aid
thereof, the Board could only endorse the scheme and recom-
mend it to favorable consideration.

September 28, 1878.—It was agreed to insert an advertise-
ment in the Florida Immigrant, occupying one full page, at
the rate of twenty-five dollars per month.

Very respectfully, :
HUGH A. CORLEY,

on the payment of $250.

Muarck T.—The Governor laid before the Board a letter from ) . Secretary Board Trustees L. 1. Fund. q
Hon. Dennis- Eagan, late manager of the Jacksonville, Pensa- - %

cola and Mobile Railroad, informing him that he-was ready to-
settle his accounts, and turn over the balance of cash and :
credits on hand; and requesting that the Governor and Board " i
of Trustees wounld designate some officer or agent to whom he ' ‘ '
might submit his statement and vouchers,.and:from whom he
might obtain receipts in full settlement. In compliance with:
said request, and with the advice and consent of the Board,.
His Excellency appointed Gen. T. C. Spooner and Hugh A.
" Corley, Esq;, to receive from Mr. Eagan, the cash and credits:
shen in his-hands with his statement and vouchers.

A statement was received from Robert J. Kendrick that on.
the 30th of November, 1876, he applied on behalf of Isabella
C..Kendrick to Williams & Corley, agents- for the sale of lands-
at Jacksonville, to purchase certain lands then vacant and paid:
the purchase money therefor ; that he was subsequently poti-
fied by the salesman at Tallahassee, that said lands were re--
served. for another party, and they were sold to such party en
the 14th of December ; and said Kendrick asked relief from:

X the Board.. The said Xendrick was authorized, at his own cost,
d to use the name of the Trustees to institute legal proceedings-
|, o procure from the Court an order for the surrender of the
L deed made and a re-conveyance of the land to the Trustees.

. August 31.—The salesman was authorized to have the
l swamp land plats filed by Randolph and- Wells mounted on
F:, cloth, for preservation..

l

: MNovember 20.—The President and Engineer of the Santa Fe
i ©anal Company appeared before the Board and explained the:
i objects, plans and purposes of the work.now being prosecuted
ﬂ by that Company, and ingpired what aid in public lands or
N\ other encouragement the Trustees could-extend to them.

i November 21.—The Trustees expressed themselves in favor '
il of the enterprise undertaken. by the Santa Fe Canal Company,
e as one eminently calculated:to promote the settlement andad-
: vance the interests of a portion of the State now inconveniently
o situated with: respect to: transportation,. and: whish: should be




