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Biennial'Repm of the Superintendent of Puilic Insfroction.

DerarTMENT OF Pusric INSTRUCTION,
Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 31st, 1878,

To His Bxcellency Geo. F. Drew, Governor of Florida:

Sir—I have the honor to transmit through you to the Legis-
lature in accordance with the provisions of the VIL Article and

. 9th Section of the Constitution, the Biennial Report of the

Superintendent of Public Instruction for the period beginning
Qct. 1st, 1876 and ending Sept, 30th, 1878.
Very respectfully your obedient servant, _
W. P. HamsLey,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The friends of education and those who desire the success of
our common school system, ean but feel gratified at the pro-
gress that has been made during the past two years. The
statistical tables below given, show that nearly one thousand
schools have been organized up to this time in'our State, an in-
creage of several hundred in the period referred to, the highest
number ever before reported being something less than six

‘hundred. The improvement in this particular may be easily

geen and is most encouraging, but it is not the only feature
which has marked a forward movement. A longer school term
has been given, a larger percentage of the .school population
has been enrolled, and better qualified and more efficient teach-
ers have been employed. Besides this the financial condition
of many of the counties has been very greatly improved. At
the beginning of the time embraced in my report, a number of
the county Boards were sadly embarrassed with debts which
had accumulated from year to year, and which as a matter of
course exercised a depreciating influence upon warrants. B
judicious and economical management, however, these obliga-
tions have now nearly all been cancelled, and in hardly any
county at this time is-school serip to be had at less than par.

These facts not only speak well for the officers who have
been connected with the Department, but they also exhibit an
appreciation of education on the part of the people which is
quite as desirable, and without which it would be impossible to
accomplish but little. I believe that all classes throughout the
State are now more fully alive to the importance of maintain-
ing the common school system than ever before at any period
since its inauguration, and that we may hope for still higher
and better results in the future.
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REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARDS,

It was early determined by the present Board of Education
to reduce the Boards of Public Instruction, except in a few of

the most populous counties, from five to three members each..

This plan has been found to work well, and besides has been a
saving to the State of nearly fifteen hundred dollars per an-
num from the time of its adoption. In addition to thisa

thorough reorganization of every county was made, and each .
School Board required to place on file with the head of the De--

partment the certificate of organization required by law some-

thing which had never been done before, or if so there was no

evidence to that effect among the records of the office.
OFFICIAL CANVASS OFsTHE STATE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT.

Believing that an official visit to each of the counties in the
State would enable the Superintendent to perform more intel-
ligently the duties of his position, and be of benefit in other re-
spects to the success of the public schools, the Board of Educa-
tion decided to apply the five hundred dollars per annum which
had hitherto been appropriated as a contingent fund to this
office, in defraying the traveling and other expenses which a
tour of the State would involve. After a thorough reorganiza-
tion of the department therefore, I entered upon this canvass,
starting out first in July, 1877. My plan was to take in a cer-
tain section of the State or a certain number of counties in each
visit. Remaining out one or two monnths at & time, I would
return to the office, and after working up such business as re-
quired my personal attention, would again resume my visits,
thus continuing until September, 1878, when every county had
been visited, .

This work consumed between five and six months of actual
travel, and, as any one who has ever made a thorough canvass
" of the State is aware, was attended with many difficulties and
much inconvenience. I feel assured however that my visits
. have resulted in benefit to the cause in which I am engaged,
and do not therefore regret the many hardships which from the
nature of the task, I was forced to endure. .

In these visits the Superintendent met each Board of Public
Instruction in the State, and endeavared to inform them as toa

proper construction of the law and their duties under the same.’

In this way he has become personally acquainted with every
school officer, thus strengthening the bond of those engaged in
a common work, and awakening an interest, and in some cases
an enthusiasm which could have been effected by no_other
means, He has also met and conversed with many bearing no
‘official relation to the common schools, from whom he has
gained information as to the interests, inclinations and wants of
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{ the people, which could not otherwise have been obtained, and

which has been of great benefit to him in the proper discharge
of his duties. He feels justified in saying therefore'that many
and good results have followed from this official canvass.

SCHOOL POPULATION.

‘Below will be found a statement of the school census for
1876, which has never before been published. On comparing
the returns here given with those of 1873, it will be seen that
there was an increase in our school population between the
years 1873 and 1876 of nearly thirteen thousand, the total
tumber reported in the previous census between the ages of

~4and 21 being only 74,828. From two counties there are no
| returns; from two they are inaccurate, from one deficient :
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, (eferred. to in my opening remarks were organized and taught
. TasLe No. 1. - jring the year; that a greater number of pupils were enrolled ;
_ School Census for 1876. tst the daily average attendance was larger, and the average
—_— i B ‘agth of term longer, than had ever before been reported:
§ 8 g’,, - § 26 | ¢85 { . Tarre No. 2.
. £ g £ | 2% | &% fﬂzhibitz'ng number of schools, total attendance, assessed walue of
- 25 zg g S8 | Sx M property, amount assessed in each county jfor educational pur-
OOUNTIES. k| ;E B aZ | 56 | B3 poses, average cost of each pupil, &ec., &e., de., for the scholastic
B Lo 2 | 23 Z8 | 28 year commencing October 1, 1876, and ending September 30,1877,
B, Dy g+ 3 b 25 ) ’ >
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. _ Ze | Ad Z0 Z® | =k Sk gtg g (3 S &8 g 28 |0
Alachus. ..o 7§gg ez;o'é 3971 3835 5565 WG 218 14 (& g nE 8y B =5 |3
Bradford................ 1795 1199 ggg 3772 %gg 1:27 | counTIms, Jeu § "S’. 3 gg: %8 E E'g §
Brevard.....oovveian o, 197 174 101 96 4 ;‘)1 s 2 ° o 28 R -1 g4 o
g:la;l;oun.... ...... ggg 395 278 215 Bl oo | 53 & $5m | 2 g 2 88 8% 1% .
AU . 574 348 598 115 wos | 1 Bs| 5s| 878 a8 e 4 2 |35%
Columbia t... . 1506 1303 ey “ 035 5|l sgl 28! 38| a3 BEK a8 e 2
i W Wi T . T 2128|2855 ) 228 | 288 | kR | &5 |GE
uval.. . 6277 53281 33450035 " adsgl T ana Hschua. ... 2 675 1799, 1222 $1,49L,050, § 6,09957) 004 | % 4,796 16|32 66
gscaﬁpmf.. | %] - ewsl Ygst|  fein e ?ﬂl;gg Bker........ | Vs ass ssst 355  16L,102  52222] [002 081 s 45
Pranklin. ......... 440 873 214 296 1571 283 fadford ....| 17} 1400 601l ae2| 667,054 1,333 760 .00 1,102 65 198
Gadaden................. 4588) 3857 22501 9330 9083  1e05 frevard ..... 1 174.eoifeenss - 113,380] 60500 .005 682 10;. ...
Hom O zereesneerenes 2200/ 19120 1084]  1116] 1304 (slhoun ....| 7} 395! 105} 105 110,170 330 53] .003 381 50] 363
Hernondo.. ... 13410 1120 734 807 310 1001 I8y.........| 21| 574] 571 465 4993800 199755 004 1,844 02| 3 23
H(l) ) 31 e(;l ough.....nes, 1;3(8) 12?5 ggg 745 214 131 Columbia 247 1303 995} 658 917,53 3,670 26| 004 3,016 64| 5 12
MBB.vvceceanannneanss L2220 ' 412 54 Dade.....eubiaatinciiaincneatineasates P N - T
g:&t\s;)n ................ 8703 2063 . 1044] 1761 1036 1o Duval....... 50, 5323| 2158| 1535| 4,800,924| 24,49840| .005 | 25,801 74|11 95
Jefferson................ 6347|5353 3041 3306 %43 1109 Escambla....| 24| 2775| 807| 572| 2,252,500| 11,200 52} .005 9,103 00(11 25
Ty the e rentereeeees 674 598 376 293 56 516 | Fenklin....| 4| 3873| 218| 151 201,801} 1,007 13} .005 851 06 4 04
LOOM.wcvuescceeneneeeni ) BIST 57560 4127] 4030/ 7038 1069 Gadsden.....| 87 8657 1190{ 1190 918,828| 38,6758l .004 7,245 74| 614
L?gy---, ------------ 925 192 502 423 146 w19 - Hamilton....| 10| 1912| ,190{ 146 572,071| 1,716 01| - 003 611 50| 3 21
" ;_rts-.-- --------- 334 292 173 161 95 osg 7 Hernando....] 26| 11201 ~ 550 550 863,925 1,91959) 005 2,419 04 439
Monsag T7srmr e neee 606l 5045 3067  2004] 3856 9303 Hillsborough| 29| 1308] 896 741 581,016] 265543 005 | 2,39533] 205
Mapabe.. s rees e lad2l 1051 M 563 36 1206 | Holmes ..... 12{ 678] 396| 193]  80,088] 160 22| 002 233 00| 59
i Mmont ------------ 51070 4280y ...l 4T -Jackson..... 2963) 1582] 1014 1,022,645 5,095 18 005 4,102 33} 2 59
Napar 0@ reemenrsreesees 4088 2ab0l 2019 T T'8069| T "9p4l T "diga. | Jefferson 5353 555| 406| 1,485018( 297003} 0023 | 4,430 00! 798
O e -] 3T 18350 11268]  1098] 1143 1009 Lafayette 508! 548 319 217,953 1,001 98 .005 1,431 00| 2 61
POIREE e rreees o I I 8% w20l 10| - 1454 | Leon.. 5756| 1078| 1380| 1,834,466 552026/ 003 | 6,690 97} 3 37
O oo el 990 905 562 473 37l e ) Levy........ 792\ 758|673} (37,149 5,184 43( 005 2,491 50| 3,30
Sants Rosa, 11 21381 1786( 1080 © 048] 895 1303 Liberty .....| 11| 293) 135 185| 195346| 486341 00211  '39748! 2'04
Eanta Ross...... coeweendl 28260 33781 3468|1358 s 2083 Madison ....| 89] 5045 1773 1888 . 4,929 72| 005 4,950 41| 2 79
.dJohusa................ 813 690 498 285 38 480 Manatee ....| 18] 1050 473 378 555,071] 1,030 14| 002 1,217 70| 2'57
.......................................... Marion......| 51| 4230] 2320| 1615 1,165960) 582080 .005 8,560 23| 3 69
229 1825 11211008 048! """ '{ig1 Monroe .....| 4] 3480 1187 758| 1,399239) 6,996 19] 005 | 11,34818| 9:56
655 504 359 206 46 609 | Nassau......] 27| 1835{ Q06| 696 1,133,332 3,40000{ 003 5,162 30|.5 73
9970 830| 554  443] 12| g3 .| Orange......| 48| 1373 903] 71| 1,114,930 B557465| 005 | 8777720| 418
935 877 478 457 3 615 Polk ........ 11| 905) 248 184 315,619 630 03} - 002 644 20| 2 59
1012 889 543 469 141 sm Patnam......| 28] 1786| 1280| 640| 1,046448| 530796 005 | 351989| 260
1116 954 621 495 2 8% Banta Ross..| 34| 2378] 903{......| 739,760| 1,84918 .0n214l 2687 00| 2 97
RPN s gt. Johns....| 14| 690 600] 351| 917,043 5,50226i .005 5,302 60| 8 64
___ Tot: 87,750' 72,976) 42.438) 39,306) 42,001 40,606 Bumter......| 161, 405 317\ 481,130 1% % .oog . 1,;2300 288
*No returns from these counties. +Evidently incorrect, tReturns incomplete- %:;ﬁ%ﬁe:e:: 33 12(2)45 lgtl)g €1;‘?31 ‘fl)g:g&g 466 05 :384 3’666 23 %37,
' : ‘ Volusia......{ 19 530 42| 366/ 667,051 1,93649| 003 1,708 05 847
. STATISTICS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR OF 18761, o | Wkl UU)5) 877 479 338 omoe  'SSS16| Lgun | Ld500| 250
Bel il be f . . i Walton......| 22| 889 823] 484 931,037T1  34658{ .00134| 1,94750| 236
@ E o:;v w;l 1 :_ ound thebstatlsucs of school operations for | Washington.| 18| 954| 450{ 310, 183577] 919 74| .005 1,546 50| 3 43
e lirst seholastic year embraced in my report. Fro i 87 o4
e . m these | 93,247|$126,659 03 3
it will be seen that & large percentage of the additional school, Totsl.... . 887173,985(31,133121,783' 830,898 2478128, $139.240 19
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TasLe No, 3. : Tasre No. 4.

Lxhibiting numb_er.oj scl_zoiols, nmnbe:*r of pupils enrolled, and | Huhibiting average length of term, number of teachers em-
number pursuing the different studies, for the scholastic year ployed, salaries, certificates, &e., for the scholastic year of
of 1876-7. 1876-17. . '
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SE |& |& |F (2|58 S a
S ] ‘e ) = = E ©
COUNTIES. 2 le |as|a ] 4 | o | O m§ COUNTIES. 20
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= =% a a . o3 = ) ° o, cl
= = | 59 | ga | =& 2] =] 4 B C] ) = Y 4 o <
z (a2 lzdigd|as|l & | 2 | 2 |48 <2 =2 & l®@l3al<x|Z]&!l3

Alachua......... 32) 1799 374 1037, 592 504 206, 144(...... Alachua......... 73 24 9,875 00| $8 55|827 12|.

Baker...:....... 14{ 855 20 2801 150| 70| 60 95 Baker 66  14f...... 17.00] 10 00f 10 50|.

Bradford........ 58 13 4| 5833 18 33| 23 35|.

Brevard......... - 66 b Y PR P [P P,

Calhoun......... . 66 6 11 1500 15 Q0! 1500

Clay...: ........ ™ 64/ 15 6! 50 00f 10 00| 2317

Columbia........ 66 15 9! 60 00| 16 66| 26 09

101 25| 40{17145| 30 00} 47 94
121) 14|  14[12500( 20 00| 3666
69 4 2| 5000( 10 00f 3200
100 32 8
65 5 4
66 22 3

Hillsborough. Hillsborough.... 65 2 9

Holmes. Holmes......... 88 11 1

Jackson Jackson......... 5 24 14

Jefferson. Jefferson..... . 130 1 3

Lafayette........ { Lafayette........ 56 20 2

Leon...cccarsen A EVY.eeinnnen . 64 21 19

Leon.....c...... 67 30 20
Liverty.......... 64 7 4
Madison..... 81 .20 13
Manatee ........ 59 15 4
Marion ..... . 99 83 21
Monroe.........| 190 3 10
Nassau ... . 1o 15 13
Orange.... 69 8l 13|
Polk...... |- €6 8. 3
Putoam..... . 66 20 8
Santa Rosa..... 66 13 8
8t. Johns .......| 116 7] 12|10000] 2500] - 16
Sumter ..... . 66 11 5 3933 700 5
] 35 35 Suwannee ...... 65 211 © 13| 2500| 2000 10
8 2031 55| 4% 147 1171 s8] 43] 39 't Taylor...... 69 6 4/ 2310/ 726 8

19 492 53} 302 2171 175 107 57...... Volusia... 63 10 9} 3500( 2000 19

151 479| 25| 263 197| 129 “e2| 30 6 a9 12 3] 3434/ 1500 5

22| 8231 43| 426| 258 18| 119 63 14 e 19 3{ 7500 800 13

Wasbington ....| 18| 450 40! 410| 400] 320 17| 286 80 651 15 8| 2000} 1000 16
Total........| 887131,133! 3,238913,926] 9,978| 8,655! 5,080/ 3315! 1,833 --1 302" ol 317 472
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STATISTICS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR OF 1877-8,
. tThe t.ablefs below, from No, 5 to No. 9 inclusive, reveal some - - Tarie No. 5.
interesting facts as i F pr s . .
year just%n de ds 2 'IP}?eSitIlll(}rZ‘:rt’h'el tﬁwgresi forfthe scholastic | Bohibiting Number of Schools, Total Attendance, Assessed Valuation of .
for this year was one hun drese md , ¢ num ]:_r o ﬁ0h0015 alone Property, Amount Assessed in_each county for Educational purposes,
ber operated’ durine the vea an, Olﬁr’ I‘;la‘ dlI}g tée total num- | Average Cost of each Pupil, d&c., d&e., dc., for the Scholastic Year com-
These fi g the year nine hundred and nmmety-two. mencing October 1st, 1871, and ending September 30th, 1878. e
ese figures also exhibit a considerable increage—something S = = = — — == — = Z
over a month—in the average length of school term, a feature A 1% 13 13 it 23 85l B% g T
which deserves to be noticed, and which should be looked SlBs|E |5 85g °C igk| ga o !
upon as encouraging. It will besides be observed that about g2 - 2% 85 S ) oz g
one-half of the youth of school age were enrolled, with more comnrres. |« |83 | S8 1 E8 | Ea8 o, 1%aal Bs 25 |
than one-fourth in daily attendance, and that a less amount of °l.8188 %8 o Be | oB% (8°% 85 g
money was expended for school purposes. These statistics are 218t & a N g g & 8§ E 8 § &
significant from the fact that they refer to the only scholastic 818 & (& 298 g28 lga8| £5 e
year which has been entirely under the present management : L R Rl 4 = - B3 <
| or51] 3144 1340| $1500,250]  $7501.25].005 $6312.50( $2.01
- 14 418} 278 278 174.654 436.70.002%%) - 485.00] 1.7%
27| 1409) 1164 856  610.457 1624,05|.00234 1710.00{ 147 '
8 LNE Y P P 238,111 952441004 ..., ....iteeeo
6 393...... eeean 114,130 114.18{.001 ... ........ N
R 91l  574; 5621 420 530,658 2122.63).004 1659.0' 2.85 '
49! 1308! 1760] 1058 821,9;% 2466.79.003 372812 212 !
R N S 20,2980, .. ..o feieeei i as . '
: 16| 5328) 9414l T1589]  4502,404) 22 513.54/.005 10210 09| 7.97 ;
Tscantbia ....| 26 2775] 1206} 763 1964,733 5644.73].00414 o641 81| 7.99 ;
: Fuanklin.....| 3 1| 181} 126 197,650 938.25.005 946.07] 5.45 f
p (adsden . .... 98| 3857 1375 52 710,553 2842.211.004 |. 5502.88] 4.08 |
: Hsmilton ....| 36| 1912 1143} 897 549,572 1650.17|.003 988240] 210 !
Hernando. ...| 25 1120] 503] 502 383,750 1918.75].005 181333| 3.61 i
Hillsborough. 32| 1598} 1087 it 622,889 $3068.19|.005 5295 80t 4.81 !
. Holmes. .| 10| 678 405! 135l 83,319 164.781.002 381.00] 94 .
Tackson .....| 47| 293 17511 961 874,458 4372.99|.005 2455.00] 1.97 ;]
Jefferson ....| 23] 553 1355 812 1424,475 2137.20].00114 4481.50f 38.31
Lafayette..... 19) 598 4021 296 217,053 1365 65{.005 1344 60| 3.35 \
LEOD wneros 53| 5756| 22130 1517) 1675008 6607.20] .004 6357 92| 3.8
LOTYervvnrens 97 o2l o8| 556 603,339 3041.69| 005 9504.48] 330
Liberty 11 292) 220 212 167,814 503 44|.003 738 92( 3.49
Madison ..... 56) 5045) 22111 1614 085,884] . 2312 22].002%¢ 632124 2.86
27 10500  920f 449 515,071 1252.741.00214 819 33 85
1852 1274 1031,680 5158.40|.005 7361.00] 3.98
1365 776 1399,239 6976.45{.005 9764 001 7.15
918| 740 1074,884 5374 12|.005 5026.48| 5.46
1090 788 1185,456: 5680.55|.605 4182.21) 3.85
........... 308,731 463,150 00154 v v eeverasefenness :
1030] 627 1058,950! 3116 76].003 4487 34| 4.36
629 661,329 1653.32].0021¢ 1629.00| 259
671 432 794,932 3983.66.005 §5630.57| 8.89
520 385 486,620 1459.86( .003 1651.70{ 3.18
1208 47 424 380 - 2121.90}.005 1695.23| 1.40
272 00 108,207 542.35].005 600.00] 2.21 Lo
599 399 538,710 2166.00|.004 2875.21) 4.46 '
525 333 271,178 813.771.003 1250.00{ . 2.38
802 401 220171 220.12}.001 1370.32) 1.71
423 251 . 178,056 §91.60| . 1379.50) 3.21
36,961| 23,933| $29,213,855 $114,512.84¢,..... $184,879.5%!......
N
= d
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. ABLE No. 7. ’ ’
TasrLe No. 6. . . T p : 5 ; 4
e . ibhits term in days, number of teachers
Lakibiting number of schools, number of pupils enrolled, num-- Hshibiting average lengﬂ; _of te b 4 2 the sclwl‘clzostic ear
ber in Pri D - b 0 the Jiffer- employed, salaries, certificates, dc., jfor Y
er tn Lrumary Department and number pursuing the differ . sng October 1, 1877, and ending September 30, 1878 -
ent branches, for the scholastic year beginning October 1, . commencing o ’ " i 'F*Z
Y ’ amber :
1877, and ending September 30, 1878, g Teachers em-|Salorics per month | Certificates. d
] = & -4 ) = I B ' = ployed. of 22 days. i
& LY a = - = = ] Sy =} - [ N
- ) g Lol = 17} =% g =8 2d )
s |2 [Hs|8 |E g8 g | 8 |&< XS E
< E_c. Mg m [P 1 g @ & mE COUNTIES, 238 )
= g 5 ) , X
COUNTIES. o w2 |2BlE22 |28 3 | © - | a5 ol S | o s 8| g g @
°c (°s|7d| =l g{a8 |28 |-~ 2 & s |El 218 g E418 |3 '
5 |5 |82|8°[8°] % |5 | 8 |ua 5 12 |8l | Bl E]lalel= ]
o o oA | a - o B (3] — Q [ 171 a = :
Zla (2 |& |2 |2 |5 |5 |4 Alachum ... 78] 29|  13|$75 00[520 00($38 00{......|......|......
Baker.... 74 8 6| 1383| 1000] 1190|.ceees|acenaadinie..
Alachua......... Bradford... 68 22 9| 5333] 10 00| 1618 3l 16| 12
Baker.......... . ceeens Brevard....
Bradford........ y Calhoun
Brevard......... . Clay R
Calhoun ........ Columbia ....... .
Clay........... . Y P )
Columbia....... Duval.. ... I '
Dade.....couunen Escambia... 15 5
Duval....... Froakine. o w4l 1) a000| 2200| 3250(......|. B[ 2 \
Bscamba.. Gadsden ........ eo| 28| 7| moo| 63| S| B 1 12 ;
Franklin.. et vl a4l 19| 16 4146 wool 2022 1| 28 1 »
{adaden . Hernsndo so| 18| 7| 4943 ss3| 2010]...... 8| 17
Hamilton........[ 36 1143] 326|...... Hillsborough....| 68 15 10| 7500 600 2712...... 15 10
Hernando. .. : : {  Holmes......... 55 6| 4 300 633| 1601110 10
Hillsborough. Jackson.........| 61| 28| -4/ 3000 1500 1852|...... 10f -2
olmes......... Jefferson. .. 195 28 10 55 55| 10 00| 1198 6 4 28 .
Jackson......... Lafayette 57 14| 1] 3000 2000{ 1500]..... s 1
Jefferson ....... JOuLe.. . 5| 5000} 1500] 2330|...... ) .
Lafayette........ 22| 5000 10 00| 2796i...... 21f 30
LeV¥.eeeeewnea..| 27 758 58)...... 9| 3400 10 00| 1950|......|...... 9
Leon..cciaaaanne 6(100 00] 900 28 00{...... 20 27 .
Liberty ......... 4] 3000} 900} 1854|...... 3 24 "
' Madison ........{ 96 2211)... . ..].c.0ec]ennnnn 171 5000} 35 00l 3765 . 2 a3 ’
Manatee.........| 27 920|......0cceceefvenena]onannn 151125 00| 25 00] 47 00 [ PN E
Marion.......... 9! 80 60| 2000{ 2875 2 1 20
Monroe......... 211 %0 84| 20 00f 28 39{...... a8 6
Nassau..........| 8lf 018 91 405| 472 882 9264) 130| 317 = | Boyko. o e
Orange.......... 7| %5 00] 12 00| 3163 4 3l %
000} SR - || SR FUDTTY PUCT S P 6| 3500] 2500 2882[.....-|...... 17
Putnam......... 18| 60 00| 12501 2503 8 9 H]
Santa Rosa...... 8 3000| 1000) 1983 4 10 9
8t. Johns........ 11} 3000 1190| 20 95{.w....t 17l 16
Sumter.......... 3| 2000| 1000 1500 . 3 6
Suwannee....... 10| 3900} 1500| 28 00|...... 2 20
Taylor........... 6| 3000 16 66| 2090|...... 1 15
Volusig.......... 4 5200] 600 1942...... 13 G
Wakulla........] 16} 525/ 146] 250 190] 51| s3] 29 2 | swoctinetom ... 100 11f...... 40 00 12 50| 1995|...... 5 6
Walton ......... e
Washington ....[ 11| 423] 18|...... 335 451 5281 527
Total.......| 992136,964| 8,417|19,287]13,780!13,141




EBxhibiting Assessed

Tax Assessed,

including the ong mi

Tssre No. 8.

Value of Property for
il State Tax for

1877 and 1878. Amount of School
1877 and 1878. Amount of

State Apportionment, Peabody Fund for the Scholastic Year 1877-8.
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gEp S Ep Sewt 23 N g T~ . 8
@ e %] ng.ﬁe ng.ﬂv =R g8 soow wP
828 268 | 5223 2823 28 58 ggax B
@f © R o g<<om g<o® g8 ] © ) —
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$8,300, making the total amount at this date, as shown by the
Treasurer’s Report, $243,500.

THE PEABODY FUND, '

A statement of the donation received from the Peabody Fund
and of the application to be made of the same, for the scholastic
year 1876—7 was givenin the former Superintendent’s report.
In table No 8 above, have been inserted the amounts received

by several of the counties for the scholastic %9211' just closed. .

The application of this sum was as follows: Union Academy
Gainesville, $450; The Peabody, Lake City, $300; Pensacola
Academy, Pensacola, $600; Tampa Institute, Tampa, $300;
‘Waukeenah High School, Waukeenah, $300 ; Lincoln Academy,
Tallahassee, $450 ; Howard Academy, Ocala, $300; The Sears:
Key West, $500: and two scholarships in Naghville University.
one to Jackson, the other to Leon county of $200 each, making’
in all 8,600 dollars. In addition to this, the sum of three hun-
dred dollars was promised to the High School at Fort Reed
but said school failing to comply with the requirements, the
amount was forfeited.

On comparing the above statement with the last report, it
will be found that the amount allowed us for the past year is
considerably less than for the preceding year. Thisis not due
however, to any want of confidence in our schools by the trus.
tees of the fund, or from any neglect on the part of the Super-
intendent, but is explained by the following communication
from the General Agent:

_ SraunToN, Va., Oct. 12, 1874,
Hon. W. P. HatsiEY, .

Superintendent of Public Instruction :

Dzear Sie—I regret to say that ourincome this year isreduced
forty per cent. Under the circumstances, and in view of the
fact that Florida has heretofore received much more than its
share of the Fund, I wish you could get through the year with-
out aid. If it is wery important, we might be able to give one
or two thousand dollars, but not without great difficulty. This
is just the year when those States that have received but little
aid, need it most. Please let me hear from you.

- Yours respectfully,
: B. Sears,
General Agent, Peabody FHducational Fund.,

In reply to this, I wrote making an urgent appeal in behalf
of certain schools which had before received little or no aid
from this source, and in answer received the promise of three
thousand dollars besides the scholarships, which was afterwards
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supplemented on petition of the citizens of Key West, making
the amount as above stated.

A letter from Dr. Sears, answering my application for aid for -

the ensuing year, states that the trustees have changed their
lan of action, and withdrawn all aid from the smaller schools,

* and that they contemplate using their Fund hereafter more for

the education and training of teachers, by means of normal
schools and teachers’ institutes. For the present year, how-
ever, we have been allowed a small amount, but the disposition.
to be made of it has not yet been determined.

UNIFORMITY IN TEXT BOOKS.

The subject of uniformity in our school text books, was one’
which commanded the early attention of the present Board of’
Education. Some efforts had previously been made in this di-
rection, a series had been selected and to some extent adopted,
but in a large majority of the schools, great diversity still pre-

vailed. The Board would have preferred the adoption of a

common series throughout the State, but we did not feel dis-
posed, since the law does not make it our duty, to take the re-

sponsibility of deciding this question, and of making a selec- -

tion without first consulting the officers and teachers in the sev-
eral-counties. A circular, therefore, was issued, in which the
following questions were propounded : '

1. Do you favor a uniform series for the whole State, or

would you prefer that each Board of Public Instruction select -

a series for its own county ?

-2. Are you partial to any particular series? If so indicate -

your preference.

In response to this circular, a majority of the counties de-
clared in favor of county adoptions, and in accordance with this
decision the Board -of Education directed the authorities of
each county to select a series of books, and to take the necessa-
ry steps to have them introduced into their schools.. I haveno
definite information as to the particular series adopted by each

county, but so far as my knowledge extends, about two-thirds -
selected the National series, published by A. S. Barnes & Co. -
Of the remaining third, some selected the American, others -

the University, and a few the Eclectic series.
As indicated above, the Board of Education would have pre-

ferred State uniformity for several reasons, one of whichis that -

quite a large floating population is always passing from one
county to another, with whom a change of school books would
be a matter of inconvenience and expense. The arrangement
made, however, is perhaps more satisfactory to the people than

any other that could have been effected, and is, withal,a very '

great improvement upon the condition of things as they before
existed.

.
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NORMAL SCHOOLS,

‘Normal schools, or schools for the training of teachers, have
long been considered in the older States as most important ad-
juncts of the common school system, and claim among their
early advocates in this country, such distinguished characters as
Horace Mann the well-known educator, and Governor DeWitt
Clinton of New York, the latter of whom in his annual mes-
sage to the General Assembly of 1826, recommended the estah-
Lishment of suck an institution in that State.

That a want of efficient teachers is one most deeply felt in
our State, is well known to every one who has ever in any way
been connected with the management of our public schools.
‘We have sufficient talent among usif cultivated and developed,
to fill our schools with a most excellent class of teachers, yet
from every county come expressions of regret that we have so
few who are fully qualified to perform the duties of the school-
-room. Xor while it is trne that there has been some improve-

- . - Y s
ment in this respect during the last two years, it is nevertheless
-a lamentable fact that many are still employed who are sadly
wanting in competency. As a means of correcting this evil, I
know of nothing which would be more effectual, or which would
result in more advantage to the commonwealth, than the estab-
lishment of a school for the instruction and training of those
who expect t¢ make teaching a profession. Amn institution of
this character, with a department devoted to the instruction of
those who are deficient in a knowledge of the branches to be

taught, and ancther to the training of such as have this -

knowledge, in the methods and practice of teaching and in the
management of schools, would soon give to many sections, well
qualified and accomplished teachers, and at the same time stim-
ulate effort and application on the part of others now en-
gaged in this work.

TREACHERS’ INSTITUTES.

Among the most potent agencies for promoting the success

of the common schools, are teacher’s institutes—meetings in
which the teachers of an entire district or county are brought
together, and opportunity afforded for an interchange of views.
upon the principles of teaching, and the most approved meth-
ods of instruetion. It is the purpose of the normal school to
prepare teachers for work to be entered upon in the future;
that of the institute, to improve the efficiency and correct the
defects, of those who are already in the ranks of the profession.
And, while it is true, as stated in my remarks above, there is
nothing to supply the place of the normal school, yet as sup-
plementary to this, the teachers’ institute deserves to be first
gonsidered. Hitherto, my time has been so fully engrossed
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with other business connected with the office, that I have not
been able to give to this subject the attention which it justly
deserves. I have determined, however, for the next two years,
to endeavor to intcrest the County Superintendents in estab-
lishing these institutes, and so far as the duties of my positiow
will permit, to assist in person in organizing and directing them.

HIGH SCHOOLS.

Of the twelve high schools reported by the former Superin-
tendent, two have ceased to exist altogether as schools of this
class, while to the list have been added five others, namely:
The Peabody High School, at Lake City; the Tampa Institute,

at Tampa ; the Fort Reed High School, in Orange county ; the

Union Academy, at Gainesville, and the Graded High School, at
Milton,

All of these schools are graded, and offer instruction in the
studies usually taught in high schools, though some of them
have never had pupils advanced beyond the common school
branches. Others again will compare favorably with institu-
tions of this class in the older States. :

SPECIAYL, REPORTS FROM THE COUNTIES.

In the appendix will be found special reports from ‘some: of

the County Superintendents. It is’gratifying to notice that in.
all of the counties from which these reports come, progress is-
being made, and that the financial condition of such as were
burdened with debts at the beginning of the present manage-
ment, is much more encouraging. In meeting with the Boards,
I have advised them to conduct their operations, if posgible, on
a cash basis, confining themselves strictly within the means-at
command. I would remark in this conuection, however; that
the disposition to operate the schools economically,and to bave
money in the treasury, left over from year to year, may be
carried too far. It is important to be free from debt, and
to be able to meet all demands promptly; but the questions
-of good and efficient teachers, of a school term long enough te
be profitable, and of mental improvement in the pupils, are of
equal or greater consideration. The desire to- operate the
schools on a small amount of revenue should net léad school
officers to lose sight of the fact that the purpose of public
schools is to educate the youth of the country, and that this
cannot be done by teachers who are willing to work for salaries
merely nominal. The remarks of the Superintendent of Duval
county upon this subject are to the point, and deserve consid-
eration. The object of every school officer should be to afford
better and increased facilities; not to be satisfied, as seems t¢

be the case in some of the counties, by giving only a three.
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monthg’ term, but to go farther, and give at least a five months’
- session. It shouid be borne in mind, however, that real educa-

tional progress is to be measured by the efficiency of the teach-

ers, the length of the term, and the number of pupils in daily

, attendance upon the schools, taken together, and not by any
one of them alone, .

As to the report recommending compulsory education, I
would say that the time may come in the history of our State
when this may be expedient, but our system is far from bein
fully developed, and until this is done, and school facilities
afforded for every child in the State, it would be impossible,
even if such a law existed, to enforce it.

. The change recommended®in that portion of the law in which
the duties of the Superintendents, the Boards of Public Instruc-
tion and School Trustees, seem to conflict, may be worthy of
attention. It is but proper that the duties of each officer and
department be so clearly defined and limited, that there can

_ be no conflict between them. .

~ The suggestion as to the adoption of a uniform series of

text books, and a law prohibiting a change in the same within

a period of twelve years, may be a good one; but as this subject

has been disposed of as already stated, I do not think it neces-

. sary to take any further action upon it. o

"The plans for increasing our school revenue by means of the
Moffett bell punch, and the per capita tax provided for in the
Constitution, it may be well to consider, and I would respect-
fully invite attention to the same.

The other recommendations made by the Superintendents
are already met by the law, as will be seen on a careful review
of the same.

As this report will reach the eyes of all the county Superin-
- tendents, I would here impress upon them the importance of
taking care of all blanks and books committed to their charge,
provided at the public expense. Of these, the registers are
the most expensive, and in order that proper care may be taken
of them, I would recommend that the Boards make their retiurn
by the teachers a prerequisite to final payment.. I would add,
however, in compliment, to these officers, that for the year end-
ing September 30, 1877, reports from all the counties were
received at this Department—something which had never before
been done since the organization of the system. In nearly
every former, report, some complaints were made against the
Superintendents on account of failure to perform their duty in
this respect, and it is gratifying to be spared the unpleasant
task of repeating them,

& i
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RECOMMENDATIONS,
At the last session of the Legislature, I did not feel safe in re-
commending but one change in the school law, namely : that
making County Treasurers; the Treasurers of the School Funds

in their respective counties. This law has fully met my expec-

tations, and been a saving of at least twenty-five per cent. to the
School Fund, as compared to the amount paid Treasurers under
the oldlaw. Other changes have since been suggested by my
observation and experience, which I think wonld conduce to the
efficiency of our schools, and I therefore respectfully recommend,
that in every public, free school, the common school branches

only, be tanght, to-wit: orthography, reading, writing, arithme-

tic, geography, and grammar; and that no other branches be in-
troduced except in the cities and larger towns, where special
charters have been granted to allow the citizens to tax themselves
in order to support schools of higher grades.

In recommending this, I do not wish to be understood as be-
ing opposed to our upper schools. The change suggested of
using the funds in aid of the common schools, leaving the high
schools to private enterprise, will not'have the effect, as at first
view may be supposed, of closing or weakening those of the lat-
ter class; but will on the contrary, as I believe, strengthen and

encourage them. The small salaries which we are compelled to

offer on account of our limited means, are forcing fl:o_m the pro-
fession much of the best talent, but the plan of limiting to ele-,
mentary branches, schools supported at the public expense, will
enable the competent and enterprising teacher to increase his
compensation, and by this means will retain in the schools those
possessed of the best gualifications, and contribute to build up a
greater number and a better class of high schools. )

I would also recommend that County Treasurers and Sheriffs
be required to make quarterly reports to the President of the
Board of Eduncation, of the fines and forfeitures collected in the
several counties. Moneys arising from these sources are made
by the Constitution a part of the Common_ Sechool Fund, and
should be forwarded to the State Treasurer, but in some instan-
ces ‘they have been expended as a part of the School Fund of
the counties in which they were collected. In view of this,

therefore, I think that a law should be enacted holding these

officers to some accountability, and as the Board of Education
has the management of this fund, it would seem that its Presi-
dent is the proper officer to whom reports should e made.

I would further recommend, that such provision be made to
enforce the collection of the per capita tax provided for in the
Constitution, as may be necessary; and that the funds arising
from such tax be applied to the maintenance and support of the

common schools.

-
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SEMINARIES,

By section 11 of Chapter 337 of the Laws of Florida, it is
made the duty of the State Superintendent to make to the Gov-
ernor, and to be by him laid before the Legislature at each reg-
ular session, a full and detailed report of the doings of the
Boards of Trustees of the two State Seminaries, provided for
in said act. In obedience to this law, I respectfully submit,
that of the four townships of land, amounting in all to 85,714
acres, donated to the State by act of Congress for the establish-
ment of these institutionsy 47,360 acres have been sold, from
which a fund of $97,902.07 has been realized, leaving unsold
38,354 acres. As to the income derived from this fund, and the
disposition made of the same, I would refer to the appendix to
this report.

In the organic act of the Legislature, the object of these Sem-
inaries is defined as follows: “That two Seminaries of learn-
ing shall be established, one upon the east and the other upon
the west side of the Suwannee river, the first purpose of which
shall be the instruction of persons, both male and female, in
the art of teaching all the various branches that pertain to a
good common school education; and next to give instruction
in the mechanic arts, in husbandry and agricultural chemistry,
in the fundamental laws, and in what regards the rights and
duties of citizens.”

As to whether or not the purpose of the General Government
has been. carried out, and the law of the State complied with,

I do not think there can be any question. It was not the de-

sign, as appears from the act quoted, to give instruction in the
branches usually taught in primary schools or colleges. The
leading purpose is distinetly stated to be training in the art of
teaching, yet this has not been done, and no effort seems to
have ever been made to establish a normal department in either
school. Besides this, the proceeds of the fund, which is the
property of the whole State, and which is more than one-third
as large as the entire ‘common school fund, are. controlled by
local boards who are held to no accountability, and are expended
for local benefit. According to the law, each county is entitled to
gsend pupils in the ratio to which it is allowed representatives
to the Legislature, free of all charge, yet we find from the ac-
companying reports, that for the present term there are no pu-
pils in attendance on the West Florida Seminary outside of the
county in which it is located, and in the East Florida Seminary
only ten from five other counties. And thus the fund has been
applied for 2 number of years, with the benefit scarcely felt by
any portions of the State, except Tallahassee and Gainesviile,
and their vicinities, Failing to receive pupils from all portions
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of the State as provided for in the law, the Boards of Trustees
who manage these institutions have converted them into ordi-
nary high schools, and opened them to all who could conve-
niently attend them. 'There are two reasons why pupils have not
been received from the different parts of the State. First, these
institutions are not sufficiently endowed, and do not offer such
advantages as will induce those living at a distance to pay the
cost of board in order to allow their children an opportunity of
attending theém ; and secondly, even if they were thus endowed,
the people of our State are too poor, as stated in the report
from the East Florida Seminary, to avail themselves of the priv-
ilege.

In view of these facts, it would seem that the best disposition
of this fund would be to adopt the plan embodied in the joint
resolution passed at the last session of the Legislature, asking
Congress to allow this and the Agricultural College Fund to be
merged into the Common School Fund, which would allow every
class and every locality its due proportien of these donations.
But if the Legislature is now convinced that this cannot be
legally done, as some in our State believe, I would suggest that
these Seminaries he reorganized so as to carry out the first
purpose as above, and that a number of scholarships equal to
the representation of each county in the General Assembly
(namely, seventy-six,) be endowed sufficiently to pay the board
of the pupils, and that all others who enter be required to pay
for tuition. An endowment fund will, of course, have to be
provided to meet the expense of such scholarships, and as one
of the means of raising this fund, the amount charged for tui-
tion could be applied.

While the purpose of the law has not been carried out, as
above shown, in reference to either of the institutions, it will be
seen from the following that in addition to this, one of the con-
ditions upon which the West Florida Seminary. was located at
‘Tallahassee has been overlooked. The act reads: “The Semi-
nary to be located west of the Suwannee river be and the same
is hereby located at the city of Tallahassee, in the county of
Leon, on condition that proper and authorized conveyance of
said lot and college edifice thereon, be made by the city of Talla-
hassee to the Board of Education hereinafter provided for, and
their successors in office; and on further condition that the said
city, by its proper autborities, do guarantee to said Board of
Education the payment of the sum of two thousand dollars per
annum forever, to be expended in the education of the youth of
said city, in such manner and on such terms as shall be agreed
between the corporate authorities of said city and the Board of
Education, and shall pay to the Board of Education as much

money in cash as shall be found necessary, after a valuation of
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the lot and college edifice aforesaid to complete the sum of ten
thousand dollars.” : .

So far as there are any records to show, this law has never been
enforced. Indeed, we find from the accompanying report, that
instead of the Trustees demanding from the city the two thou-
sand dollars in behalf of the Seminary, for the present year
they have required the expenses of two teachers to be borze by
the Board of Public Instruction, which will have to be paid from
the county school fund.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

In the appendix will be found an_account of what has been
done in reference to the State Agricultural College. Whetherit
18 advisable to .attempt to put this institution in operation with
the small anpual income derived from the fund, is a question
which it is proper in this connection to consider. ‘

Agricultural colleges, as such, even when supported by endow-
ments of from three to nine hundred thousand dollars, as is the
case in some of the leading States in the Union, have proved to
be failures. Any amount of testimony from the most distinguished
educators could be presented, to provethat but few students have
been induced to attend these institutions, either in this country
or in Europe, and but a small per cent, of these have_deYoted
themselves to agricultural pursuits. The general verdict in re-
gard to them, is that their benefit.to agriculture is not commen-
surate with the large sums of money expended upon them.
President McCosh, of Princeton College, says: I could show

that in no country in the world has agriculture been much bene-

fitted from mere Agriculiural Schools. o

When we take into consideration, therefore, our lmutqd fund,
the principal of which is but little more than the annual interest
on_the endowments in some of the States, it seems unreasonable
to entertain the idea of operating with it 'an Agricultural College.

The application of the fund to the establishment of a normal
school, by combining it with the $e_mmary and the common
sohool funds, as contemplated in the joint resolution before mea-
tioned, would unquestionably result in more advantage to the
State.. But if this cannot be done with the Seminary fund, I
would suggest that the interest on this fund be made a part of
the endowment for maintaining the scholarships in the two Semi-
paries which I have above referred to. In this way the people
in all parts of the State would receive from both of these funds
the benefits to which they are entitled, and at the same time
the great want of trained teachers for the common schools would
be met.. But if this plan is thought to be impracticable and
cannot be endorsed, I would then recommend that the interest
on both the Agricultural College and Seminary Funds be
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held and invested until they are sufficiently large to enable us to
establish a State University, with Normal and Agricultural De-
partments, and in this way carry out the object of the law in re-
gard to both institutions.

CONCLUSION.

It will be seen from the foregoing as stated in the beginning,
that in almost every particular have our public schools been pro-
_gresgive. The system has not only grown into public favor, but
the scope of its usefulness has increased and extended. The
-doubts and apprehensions once entertained by the colored por-
tion of our population have been dispelled: Their schools have
everywhere been in proportion to their numbers, and they ex-
press themselves as {ully satisfied that justice has been accorded
them..

But while our progress in the past may be viewed as gratify-
ing, yet if this is to continue we should allow no abatement of our
interest and zeal, but should rather feel stimulated and inspired
by the importance of the task before us. Let great care be ex-
etrcised in the selection of officers and teachers, and allow no
one to be connected with the system who cannot feel sympathy
for thecause, and who does not possess fitness for the duties that
may devolve upoun him. The money paid to those who are in-
-competent 18" thrown away, no matter how small the amount.
The best policy, therefore, is to be careful in making selections,
and then, paying a fair compensation, to demand good work.

"+ It is time that the public school be no longer considered with
us a8 eleemosynary. If it is the most efficient means of educa-
ting the masses, and fitting them for the duties and responsibil-
ities of citizenship, it should be esteemed as‘an isstitution which
it is the duty of the State to support. The last census of the
Uuited States reveals the fact that over fifty per cent. of our
voting population are illiterate—a statement which should
-claim the attention of every thoughtful man, and which should
commend to us any means that may be offered of enlightening
the popular mind. I am aware that many condemn the pub-
lic school system as of alien birth, but it is not true, as is gener-
ally supposed, that the doctrine of educating the people at the
expense of the government is an importation into the South.
Mr. Jefferson was one of its first advocates in our country, and
claimed that it is the right and the duty of a State to tax itself
for the support of elementary schools. It is not a question,
however, as to where the institution had its birth, or as to whom
or what party has been its exponent, that should cencern us. If
-our circumstances and the condition of our country demand its
unaintenance, we should cheerfully give it our support, and en-
«deavor by every means in our power to advance its usefulness.

'
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We cannot expect prosperity in our country, or security to life-
and property, if ignorance and passion areto control. It be--
comes them, a matter -of self interest, to say nothing of asen--
timent of Christian duty, that we give due attention to this im--

portant adjunct of our government.
" W. P. HAISLEY,
Superintendent of Public Instruction..

BOARD OB
‘W. P. HAISLEY, Superintendent P

Florida.
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APPENDIX.

EBRYUCATION.
ablic Instruction, President, Tallahagsee,

‘W. D. BLOXHAM, 8Secretary of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
GEO. P. RANEY, Attorney-General, Tallahasgee, Flerida.
HENRY N. FELEKEL, Secretary, Tallahassee, Florida.

List of County Superinténdents of schools, with cowzty and

post-office address of eac

and 1878.

h. Appointed for two years—1877

Counties.
Alachua....... veeans

Oscar A. Myers.
A. J. W. Cobb.
C. E. Barrison. -
John M. Lee.
Jesse C. Wood.
Marion F. Geiger,
W. R. Moore.

Franklin ..
Gadsden... o
Hamilton........ P
Herpapdo........c...
Hillsborough.........
Holmes «.ovvvnennnns
JacksSON. iauuenss Ve
Jefferson,...........
Lafoyette.....coeven.

Leon...... .

Santa Rosa,.
Sumter .....
St. Johns. ...

- Fredrick Pasco.

W. B. Dennis.

.JA. M. Harris.

Jesse Wood:
J. H. Roberts.
8. Stringer.
J. P. Wall.
Whitmill Curry.
8. J. Erwin.
R. Turnbull.
J. C. Ramsey.
H. N. Felkel.
% % l\éoore.-

. J. Gregory.
J. L. Brogoks.
A, A. Robinson. .
H. C. Martin.
J. V. Harris.
L. Dozier.
J. M. Burrall.
W. T. Carpenter.
Geo. W. Pratt.
D. H. Golson.

.lA. P, Roberts.

T. T. Rueeell.

.|Geo. C. White.
..|T. J. Faulkner.
.{Jas. Wilkinson.

13 1. Crawfora.

...|C. B. McFarland.

.iDaniel H. Horn.

Names of Superintendents,

Post-office addresses.

Gainesville.
Sanderson.
Starke,
Lake View.

-1Abe Springs.

Green Cove Springs.
Lake City.
Jacksonville.
Pensacola.
Apalachicola.
Mount Pleasant.
Jasper. =
Brooksville.
Tampa. -
Cerro Gordo.
Marianna.
Monticello.
New Troy.
Tallahassee.
Bronson.
Coe’s Mill.
Madison.
Manatee.
Ocala.

Key West.
Fernandina.
Fort Reed.
Bartow.
Palatka.
Milton.
Leesburg.

8t. Augustino.
Live Oak.
Perry.
Dayiona.
Crawfordville.
Eucheeanna.

Orange Hill.
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SPECIAL REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS..

ALACHUA COUNTY.

GAwNEsvILLE, AracaUA Co., November 26, 1878. .

Hon. W. P. Haistry, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Sir: Perhaps the tabulated report of the educational inter--
ests of this county, heretofore forwarded to your office, will be
less satisfactory than a more liberal and general statement.
If so, I will attempt to present our progress in this great field
of effort in anoth®r form. :

The common school system is new to our people, and while

many think it the best, others submit to it without dissent, and -

a few antagonize it outright, T take it that the system is a fixture -
for all time in our educational machinery. Being but in a
formative state, results are not all that the sanguine have
counted on seeing or realizing.

Under the management of the County Boards preceding the-
one having had charge of public education in this county since-
February 17, 1877, little is known of the progress and the
expenditures. Generally I can state that many children, of
both colors, were somewhat advanced—a few so far as to enable-
them to obtain employment as teachers from the present Board.

The Union Academy in this place, erected and conveyed to-
colored trustees by the ¥Freedmen’s Bureau, has enjoyed. the
largest advantages of any public school under the management
of the Boards from the beginning. It has been carried on for.
full terms each year under the instruction of well-educated-
teachers. But results have fallen far short of what the friends.
of education had grounds to hepe for. ‘

The last term of ten months was fruitful of a better issue..
The County Board and yourself, as agent of the Peabody Fund,.
united, carried on this Academy for the last scholastic year-
under three efficient teachers, with more success than has here--
tofore been attained.

Several prominent and educated gentlemen attended the
examination, and expressed great gratification at the advance--
ment made by the scholars. It encourages us to hope that this-
central and well-sustained school will realize our main purpose:
—to make it yield competent teachers to supply all the schools-
of the freedmen in this county. This is the only school for
this purpose in our bounds which has adopted.a uniform cata-
logue of text books and been graded. On this account-the
regular daily attendants have been advanced with comparative
ease by the three teachers employed.

The Board spares no effort to induce all the schools to adopt:
uniform text books and the graded system. -

kos
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Throughout the county there is a_growing interest in educa-
tion. In the advancing towns and enlarging neighborhoods
we have the best teachers we can secure; and in these, happily,
there is a general awakening to the necessity of carrying on
their schools for a school year. Our Board encourages this
disposition by every available means. In such places there
can be greater uniformity of attendance; and by the union of
the Board with the patrons in providing the means, a large
number of our children can get a thorough English education.

For the purpose of securing full terms, the Beard favors the
union of two or more small schools -into a central one. This
has been effected at some points, and will be adopted at others.
These larger and more permanent schools are adopting uniform
text books, and reducing numbers to the order of grades.

The Superintendent has been highly gratified with the
marked advancement of the pupils in the schools he has ha
the pleasure of visiting. :

The school operations up to March, 1877, accumulated a
floating debt of some $2,500, so far as can be ascertained.
This was not required to be taken up last year, and although
school revenues were much reduced, the income and outlay were
pretty nearly equal: o I

For the present scholastic year more liberal things have been
devised by ourtax assessor, and the Board are satisfied that
the debt spoken of will make no material impression on the
value of school warrants. -

Respectfully submitted.

' : O. A. MryERs,
Superintendent of County Schools.

DUVAL COUNTY.

: J ACKSONVILLE, FrA., November 20, 1878,
Hown. W. P. HaisLEY, '
Tallahassee, Fla.,

Dear Sie—In compliance with your request made in a letter
dated Nov. 7,1878, I present a statément of the progress of
schools etc., since the date of my appointment, Jan. 25, 1877,

Upon entering on the duties of my office, I found 50 schools
in opetation in the county. These were continued in opera-

tion until April 1, 1877, the Duval High and Jacksonville and

Stanton until May 1.

At the beginning of the next scholastic year Oct. 1877, it was

deemed advisable to consolidate several schools, so that during
the year ending Sept. 30, 1878, there were 45 schools taught in

TS b
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the county. The Boayd found that the consolidation had
worked injustice in some localities, some of the old schools were
re-opened and the present scholastic year beginning Oct. 1, 1878,
the number of schools was 49,

I found upon visiting the schools that little attention had
been paid to a proper grading and classification of the pupils
in the larger schools, which I considered very essential to their
progress.

I prepared a course of study for graded schools, at the re-
quest of the Board of Public Instruction, after the matter had
been brought to their attention, and in the beginning of the last
scholastic year Oct. 1, 1877, it was introduced into the Jack-
sonville and Stanton Schools of the city of Jacksonville and six
other schools of the county, eight in all, four white and four
colored. )

The course of study contemplated a term of nine months.
The shortening of the term the reasons for which will be given
further on, interfered with the workings of it during the past
year, but upon the re-opening of the schools, I found to my
great satisfaction that the work of grading the pupils was ac-
complished with comparative ease, and the schools are to-day
in a better condition than they have ever been before.

At the beginning of the present scholastic year, every teacher
in the employ of the Board of Public Instruction was required
t0 pass an examination. : '

Great good resulted therefrom not alone from the examina-
tion. but the study and application of the teachers in prepar-
ing themselves therefor, made them much better qualified for
their work.

We have as fine a corps of teachers as can be found anywhere,
I think their improvement has been marked during the past two
years, :

At the beginning of the scholastic year Oect. 1, 1877, the
Board found itself encumbered with a debt of about $4000.00.

In order to liquidate this the Board decided to close all the
achools at the end of four months. An exception was afier-
wards made in favor of the Jacksonville and Stanton Schools.
By an arrangement with the teachers a reduction of 25 per
cent. was made on their salaries and two months longer given
to these schools, and the opening of them this year delayed un-
til Nov. 1. ‘ '

It gives me pleasure to state that every warrant issued prior
to Oct. 1, 1877, covering the period of the old debt is marked
paid in the Warrant Book except one for $2.21 which has nev-
er been called for. »

Ofthe warrants issued the past year the amount outstanding
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Sept. 30, 1878, was $1418,78 which will be about met by the
shortening of the term of the two city schools one month, -

Reductions have been made in salaries in some instances in
order to a more equitable adjustment of the same so that there
may be equal justice done to all. -

‘We pay more than a great many counties do for the services
of teachers but I am convinced that it is cheaper in the end.

The amount of tax assessed for school purposes for the pres-
ent scliolastic year 1878-9 is $22513.54, .

The Board asked for a 5 mill tax. )

There are several changes in the law that would be advan-

- tageous for us in this county, but could not be made to work

well in the State at large.

I think in the description of the duties of the Superintendent

of Schools, Board of Public Instruction and Trustees, that they

- are not distinct enough as in several cases it is made the duty

of all three to attend to the same thing.
If it were possible it would be a great advantage, if the
Boards of Pablic Instruction could be allowed to district the

counties wherever practicable letting the general law remain -

the same, véz. the whole county be a school district, it would
help us here. . .

think that the certificates of teachers of the second class
should run'two years. '

If I'have not touched upon all the points necessary please let
me know. Respectfully yours, L
F. Pasco,
Superintendent of Schools.

ESCAMBIA COUNTY.

Statement of Progress, present Condition, and prospect of Pub-
lic Schools in the County of Escambia.

1, During the past two years there has been a noted improve-
ment in all the public schools of the county. School operations
have been reduced to a much better system, new schools have
been eorganized, more competent teachers have been employed,
and the attendance of pupils has been increased nearly 100 per
cent. Public schools and the public school system command a
respect from all classes which they never enjoyed before. The

more intelligent and wealthy have stood aloof from public

schools, and have paid school tax more as a matter of compul-
ston than of duty and pleasure. These are now the patrons of
public schools, and the friends of free public instruction. The

“schools in the county at this time are progressing very favor-
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ably under competent teachers, and with a good average at-
tendance. ‘

We have in the city of Pensacola a thoroughly graded
school, and a student who passes successfully through its cur-
riculum is creditably educated for all practicable purposes at
least. In this school we have an average daily attendance of
225 scholars. o

2. Th(é prospect for public schools in the future, I think, is
encouraging. Public schools are a public necessity as well as
- a public blessing. . .

n many places children must grow up 1n profound ignorance
if the State does not provide free public instruction for them.

Several new school-houses have been erected recently, and
many more are needed, and will doubtless be built gradually as
the means are provided. The Board of Public Instruction is
out of debt, nb warrants outstanding which the treasury 1s not

ble to meet. ]
: 3‘? In regard to legislation 1 would suggest the following,
viz: 1. That the same teachers (already holding certificates)
be not required to undergo anuual examination, at the discre-
tion of Boards of Public Instruction. 2. That more discretion
be allowed, or if already allowed be made mandatory in favor
of small schools in sparsely settled neighborhoods by Boards
of Public Instruction in making out annual appropriations.
The reason for this is thatin many instances the appropriations
is so small that a competent teacher cannot be obtained. 3.
That some provision be 1}1{13&6 1:0f }flnrcgzase text-books for the
» and indigent. espectfu c. 4
poor and indig; . P_ Y, S S
County Superintendent Schools.

GADSDEN COUNTY.

Hox. W. P. Hastey, Superintendent Public Instruction, Tal-

lahassee, Fla.: f N .

. The public schools of this county are growing more
a.n%lﬁlore in ?a.vor with - the peoplé notwithstanding the Board
of Public Instruction, owing to indebtedness, have been com-

elled to run the schools only three months instead of six as
formerly. The patrons in many places, although sorely pressed
by the stringency of the times, and their inability to employ
labor to fill the places of their children on their farms, are co-
operating with the Board of Public Instruction and extending

the time by private aid. Even the colored people are appropri-

ating a portion of their scanty means for this purpose. While
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this is true, and while it may also.be stated that our people are’
more alive to the importance of education than they were two:
or three years ago, yet I am fully convinced that our publie:
school system will never succeed so well on the present plan:
until onr population becomes more dense than it promises to

be for a long time to come, as it would: on the plan started in
the town of Quincy last year, but was decided to be in conflict
with the present school law and had to be abandoned in conse-
quence. . :

Our population is not sufficient to separate the common
schools proper from those of higher grade. Our schoel fund is
not sufficient to give any more than a common school educa-
tion, yet our people are prone to depend solely on the public
school fund. We are, it is true, running the schools on a sort
of a combination plan, but there is a want of system, too much
uncertainty, it is too much dependent on the particular mood
of individuals or communities to build up permanent flourish-
ing schools. But if the law was so modified as to allow estab-
lishing a common school class free to all and admit of charging
extra all who enter higher classes,.I am satisfied there will be
but little difficulty in building up permanent schools with bet-
ter salaries for teachers and as a natural sequence a better class
of teachers, both of which are important factors to build up

good schools. We have some teachers in this county who are .

an ornament to the profession. We have others wholly unfit.
for teaching. Trustees are notalwaysgood judges of necessary

qualification for a good teacher. Among the colored people.

they seldom are competent to select. A teacher may pass ex-
amination before the Board of Public Instruction so as to ob-
tain a certificate and yet be altogether unfit for an instractor
of youth. But if a teacher duly recommended by the trustees
is rejected by the Board of Public Instruction, the trustees, and
perhaps the patrons, feel aggrieved. Perhaps the difficulty in

supplying the schools with proper teachers might-be remedied -

to a very great extent by requiring teachers to produce a cer-
tificate from the Teacher’s Institute in those counties where
Teachers’ Institutes can be established, or giving those the
preference who hold such certificates. At all events I feel ag-
sured that owing to your zeal in the cause of education that
you will spare no pains to perfect our public school system as
far ag possible, and I consider that your ability and experience '
a8 an educator eminently qualify you for the task. .And if
I can at this time or on any other occasion make any suggestion
that will aid you in the least, I will be glad to contribute my

mite in furtherence of an undertaking of so much importance to-

the people of Florida. Respectfully submitted.
) JussE Woop,

County Superintendent Schools.
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JACKSON . COUNTY.
Orrrer Co. Sur’z. Scuoors, Marianna, Fra., Nov. 18, 1878,

Hon.. W. P. Hasrey, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Tallakassee, Florida. ‘

Sie: Your favor of the 7th inst. was received some days
ago, but being engaged in visiting the schools of this county,
I have delayed answering that I might reply more understand-
ingly regarding their general condition. You will observe
by my aanual report an increase, both in the number of schools
and attendance, notwithstanding the sickness and large increase
of crops in the county, both of which tend to diminish the at-
tendance. . _ .

I will now give you my observations of the present condition
of the schools. Eight shools are making very good progress,
eight good, twelve fair, five tolerable, a few moderate and the
remainder poor, making twenty-eight schools above an average.
The slow progress of the others can readily be accounted for,
when the qualifications of the teachers are considered. We
have semetimes been compelled to employ inferior. teachers or
let the schools go untaught. The propriety of this course may
be doubtful, yet our Board have seen fit to adopt it under all the
eircumstances which you no doubt can appreciate.

The University series of text books was adopted by our
Board 2ad I have used every effort to introduce them into our
schools with tolerable success. The teachers using them are
highly pleased and inform me that the classcs using them ad-
vance more rapidly than those using the old works, this how-
ever, is probably owing to-the fact that there are so many edi-
tions of the old ones that it is almost impossible to have more
than two or three alike, consequently more classes are necessary.
A few colored teachers have refused to use them and a few
whites have neglected them, but upon the whole I have no rea-
gon to complain of the success. o

I am fully satisfied that further success awaits the efforts of
this department as our people generally favor Public Schools,
though =2t the same time I am aware that there is opposition to
the levying of taxesion property . to raise the nccessary funds.
As regards a change in the School Law, I must confess that I
see no reason to alter the present, unless it be in the manner of
raising fouds, and T do not feel competent to make any sugges-
tions koowing the difficulties in the way of important changes.
T will however, suggest one alteration—that is in making a
census of the children of the county. This duty I think should
be required of the County Superintendent. During the three
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years preceding 1877, there was paid by the School Board of
this county more than six hundred dollars for this work, per-
formed by the Tax Assessor which was not worth one farthing
to the schools no record having been filed in the office and even
had there been a record it was worthless, because the children
were pot located. I had to make a reckoning of them myself;
and every Superintendent will have to de the same for his own
use if he’expects to act intelligently. _

The foregoing embraces I believe all the points in your letter
but should there be anything omitted, please notify me and I
will endeavor to make my statement more clear.

Very respectfully your obedient servant.
[Signed] Samver J. Erwin,
County Superintendent of Schools, Jackson County.

JEFERSON COUNTY.

Orrice Boarp Pustic InstructioN, )~
Jefferson County, Dec. 4, 1878,

Hon. W. P. HamsiEY,

Superintendent Public Instruction :

Srr—I have already given the school statistics of this county‘
in my annual report now on file in your office. In addition, in
compliance with your request, I will offer some further reflec-

. tions on the progress of the public schools in this county for

the past two [years, their present condition, and promise of
future success. .

I do not hesitate to say, and T think the facts will bear me

- out, that public interest has increased, and is growing in favor

of popular education in this county within the last two years.
It will be noted in my annual report that the number of schools
has been increased one hundred per cent., while the school
terms have been advanced from three to nine months, while at
the same time a considerable debt, bearing twenty-five per cent.
interest, has been liquidated, and the burden of taxation mate-
rially lessened. - :

There were high hopes entertained by the Board, at the be-
ginning, of effecting a much needed reform in another impor-
tant feature of the free school system; namely, the enforeement
of a higher standard of qualification in respect to the teachers.
But alas! experience soon taught that in many instances the
standard would have to belowered or very many schools wouild
be without teachers. In these instances great pains were taken
to impress upon them that careful study and decided improve-
ment would be required of them, else they would be discon-




198

tinued. In some of these cases improvement has been manifest,
while in others none whatever has been noted.

There are quite a number of faithful and competent teachers,
both in the white snd colored schools, who are doing much to
advance the cause of a, thorough education in this gounty.
Among these are several colored teachers, graduates of Colleges,
who are engaged in teaching the higher branches and. teaching
them well and successfully. : .

The colored school at Waukeenah, taught by W. H. Slater,
a colored men, the only school in the county promised aid from
the Peabody fund, and which has met the conditions needful to
obtain said aid, isin many creditable respects a model school,
38 to good order, system and neatness. :

The establishment of a normal school, for the uniform and
thorough training of teachers, should the time ever come when
such an enterprise would be feasible, would meet a manifest
deficiency in the systeln of education.

My experience and observation for the two years now nearly
eompleted, have confirmed me in the following opinions, namely :
that the free school system, conducted with skill and judgment,
combines in an eminent degree every element needful to a meet
successfully the wants of populalar education.

As a compact sysmatic organization, is infinitely superior to
the old desultory methods known as private or pay schools.

The limits of this letter will not allow of claboration on this
Hoint, :

: Another observation is, that while it has grown in popular
favor, its place in popular confidence is not yet fully estab-
lished. Itsadvocatesand friends, together with those who con-
duct its operations have every incentive to be active and aggres-
sive in establishing upon a permanent and enduring basis an
enterprise upon the suceess of which the future prosperity not
only of our county but of our common country so largely de-
sends, . .

t The fact that it was the offspring of a political party pot in
favor in this section of our conntry, did not commend it to the
favor of the so-called Bourbon element among us. Then there
were others who regarded its organization, the Board of Pub-
tic Tastruction with its Superintendent, as a useless expense,
the duties of which could just aswell be attended to by the
Board of County; Commissioners. Others were opposed to
the whole system straight out, on general principles, while not
a few wore profoundly indifferent upon the question of free
schools. ’ -

I thiok I have stated correctly popular sentiment on this
question when the present Board began its operation.

Time and the logic of events have brought changesin public
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sentiment, and much of this prejudice and opposition is slowly

but surely passing away. ' The manifest benefit it has bronght
to many communities who heretofore had never enjoyed educa-
tional advantages, have cansed them to regard with less dis-
favor the system because of its paternity; while the rigid
economy, which has been practiced in its operation, has
silenced opposition to a machinery indispensable to its successful
workings. o

Another fruitful source of dissatisfaction and opposition, is
thdt another class of citizens, than those who bear the largest
share of the burden of taxation, reap the greatest benefit from
the public school fund. : -

I would respectfully suggest that this dificalty might be
removed by changing the Constitution so as to raise the greater

portion of the school revenue by means of a per capita tax,.

thus equalizing the burden of taxation. The tax levied in this
county for school purposes is $2,100.00. There are about 2,500
fegal voters in the county. It is manifest that a pole tax of
$1.00 on each voter would give a larger revenue than is now
received by the present mode. It would be wise, however, to
impose a mere nominal ad valorem tax to make good any deficit
under the per capita method. '

There are about 38 school houses in the county, including a
few church buildings used for this purpose. Four of these
belong to the Board of Public Instruction. A small per centage

"are comfortable for winter, and well equipped with school fur-

niture, writing desks, black-boards, &c., while very many are
log buildings, which are by no means suitable for use during
the winter months, * * * * ' _

The deep interest manifested by the colored people at their
emancipation in the cause of education, as was predicted, has
not abated, but grows, and on the part of many, has become an
all absorbing jpassion to have their children educated. And
in the few exceptional cases (pity there are so few !) where they
have good competent teachers, are making commendable pro-

ress towards a thorough education.

The South owes it to her Christian civilzation to do what she
can to lift these people to a higher plane of manhood, in doing
which in my opinion, it will be a long stride towards the solu-
tion of many of the political evils which at present afflict her.
The thoughtful mind can contemplate no greater menace to
popular liberty than ignorance among the masses. The words
of Plato are as true to-day, as when in the centuries back, he

gave utterance to them: “ Map cannot propose a higher and

holier object for his study than education and all that apper-
tains to 1t.” . Very resﬁectfully,
. TorNBULL,
County Superintendent,

T e,
.
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LEON COUNTY.

Tarvamasseg, Fra., Oct. 1st., 1878.

Hown. W. P. HaisLEY, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Tallahassee, Florida :

DEear Sre—In submitting my statistical report for the scho-
lastic year ending September the 30th, 1878, I add in accord-
ance with your request a statement in refererice to the school
operations in this county under the present management. .
~ Among the difficulties with which the Board of Public In-

struction has had to contend during the past two years, was
that of having to carry a debt amounnting to nearly ten thous-
and dollars which had been contracted under the former ad-
ministration. It was impossible to pay the whole of this at
" once, without discontinuing our schools altogether, and as we
were unwilling to do this our first object was to control the
claims in such manner as to prevent them from exercising a
depreciating influence upon our warrants. This we succeeded
in doing by agreeing to pay by installments. In this way we
have managed to keep scrip very mearly at par and at
the same time by strict economy have reduced the old indebt-
edness until there is now only one claim -of $2900.00 left un-

aid.

This debt as amatter of course has had the effect of short-
ening our school term. )

‘With the exception of the Lincoln Academy, for the first
term a few of our schools were allowed four months, and the
others but three, and for the second term all, with the excep-
tion named, were limited to three months. -

‘With terms so short it was impossible to do all that was de-
sired, but we have not on this account given less attention or.
felt less interest in the cause in which we are engaged. It was
believed that reforms and improvements could be made even
if we were seriously embarrassed, and we set earnestly to work
endeavoring to effect them. Thereis a great deal that we have
not yet been able to accomplish, but on carefully reviewing the
past, I do not hesitate to say that we have been to some extent
successful in our efforts,

Our financial condition, as shown, is much more encouraging,

the number of our schools has been increased, and a sum
amounting to more than five hundred dollars expended for the

urchase of furniture and the construction of buildings. In ad-
dition to this, better and more efficient teachers have been em-’
ployed, and the current expenses of the department reduced
more than thirty per cent. :

-901

The Lincoln Academy is the only high school in the county
under the control of the Board of Public Instruction. This in-
stitution we have succeeded in operating, by aid of the Peabody

Fund, for nine months during each of the past two years. It

has 2 total attendance at this time of over two hundred and
fifty pupils and is provided with an efficient corps of teachers,
consisting of one principal and four assistants. The schoolis
now in a more prosperous condition than at any time since its
commencement, and is justly an object of pride to the colored
people of our county. :

As to our prospects of success in the future, I will state that
for the present scholastic year, we propose to give a term of
six months to every school in the county. '

The great want of success in operating our schools has been
thatof a longer scholastic term. In being able to give six
monthsg, therefore, we feel that much has been accomplished,
and that the prospect of success is much more enconraging
than at any timein the past. I will also remark in this con-
nection that the time could have been made longer, had it been
thought necessary, by levying the maximum tax, but my ex-
perience teaches that during the season when the erops are be-

ing cultivated and harvested, the schools are not attended ex--

cept by the smaller children who are too young to derive much
benefit from them. I therefore suggested to the Board when
the time was being fixed that it would be well not to extend it
beyond six months. .

As regards the changes in the school law which in my opinion
should be made, I would suggest: First, as a means of in-
creasing our school revenue without- adding to the tax upon
property, that the Legislature pass an act requiring the per cap-
ita tax contemplated by the Constitution to be devoted to the
support of the.public schools, and that such penalties be ‘pre-
scribed as may be necessary to enforce the collection of the
same. Secondly, that clause 4th of section 20 which requires
Boards of Public Instruction to employ such teachers as may
be satisfactory to the trustees be repealed, and that an act
making the duty of selecting teachers to rest entirely with the
Board of Public Instruction be substituted for it.

I would further recommend as a change in the regnlations
that the scholastic year be made to date from the 1st of Sep-
tember to the 31st of August, instead of from the 1st of Octo-
ber to the 30th of September as is now the case. '

In conclusion I would state that popular sentiment in this
county is much stronger now in favor of public schools than at
any time since the organization of the system. There area few
who oppose them from principle, and others who object to them
on account of the property tax mecessary to their maintenance,
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but the majority of the people d i )
o not hesitate t X
anii cheerfully lend therlr)l tl?eir support. Hate to'endorse ther,
o consequence of the heavy debt left us by the old Board
our work up to the present year has been almost_entirely of 2
ne_siatlv.e character, but as we are now comparatively untram-
meled it is our purpose in the future to endeavor by every
geans to make real educational progress. We believe this to
e possible and no effort on our part will be spared to accom-
plish it. Respectfully yours,
) H. N. FELKEL,
Superintendent of Public Schools, Leon County,

MONROE COUNTY.

HON W P. Harsury, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Siz: I herewith enclose the annual tabular report of the
_1)uPhc schools for the .scholastic year beginning October 1
1877, and ending September 30, 1878; but in order to under-
stand the report of the progress of education in this county.
and the difficulties we have to overcome in operating our
_schools, one must know something of the location of the county.
]3‘01‘ this information I would call attention to the map of the
State, where it will be seen that our county embraces a series
ofrl::eys, or islands, many of them remote from the mainland
The population of the county cousists of about fifteen thou-
sand souls. Of these, about fourteen thousand reside npon the
island and in the city of Key West; about five hundred live
in the northern portion of the county, along the Caloosahatchie
}tver, %‘ distance of more than one hundred and fifty miles from
i;eg] a est,*and =lt;,he 1 :mau:kder ipon Key Lago and other
There are at present in operation in this county, six i
schools: Douglass School, IE‘To. 1 (colored), at dl’{ey %lélltc
under Mr. James Dean and three female assistants (all coloréd),
with an attendance of three hundred and fifsy; Sears School,
No. 2, at Key West, under Mr. L. D, Barnes and eight female
assistants, with an attendance of about five hundred; San Car-
los School, No. 3, at Key West, under Mr. J. G. Toledo, with
one male and two female assistants, with an attendance of three
hundred; Fort Myers School, No. 4, at Fort Myers upon the
Caloosahatchie river, taught by Mr. John Funck and sister.
with an attendance of about fifty; Key Largo School, No. 5,
at Key Largo, under instruction of Mrs. M. Johnson, with an
attendance of twenty-two; and New Prospect School, No. 6,
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i .at New Prospect, on the Caloosahatchie river, under Miss

Andrews, with an attendance of twenty-two.
“The report of the grand jury at,the last term-of the circuit

.sourt, fully expresses the condition of the schools. I quote a8

follows: * We find the public schools well attended, and ina
Aourisbing condition, the system giving satisfaction to both
white and colored.”

Owing to the employment of a large number of children in
the cigar factories, there will be 2 large falling off in the attend-

-ance in the schools for the next year. Most of the children,

however, attend night schools, of which there are quite a num-

‘ber on the island, two of which are taught in the public achool
‘buildings, the Board of Public Tnstruction affording all facilities

possible.

The school at Key Largo, although in a fair condition, will

probably not receive any increase of pumbers during the com-
ing term ; and although there are a sufficient number of children
upon the island to justify the establishment of another school,
the want of harmony among the people is so great, and the
wraveling so difficult, owing to the rocky nature of the island,
that the Board, in their present cramped state, have mot
deemed it advisable to risk another school.

The schools at Fort.Myers and. New Prospect, upon the
(aloosahatehie river, will, I beheve, veceive considerable acces-
'sions, aud the Board contemplate the establishment of another
<chool at Twelve Mile Creek, as soon as the patrons take the
initiatory step of building a school house. ok ¥ OW

Besides the public schools in the county, there are quite a
number of most excellent private schools, all well attended
and in a fourishing condition, among which are: Mrs, Cop-

pick’s, for boye; Misses Bethel and Lightburne’s, for gitls; a

school for colored girls, taught by the sisters of the Mary
fmmaculate convent;-and the school of the Convent of Mary
Immaculate, one of the best boarding schools in the South,
for girls. This last school affords a rarve chance to persons
living in a northern latitude having children in delicate health,
for placing them at school in a climate celebrated for its mild-
ness and salubrity. _

I have been much embarrassed as to the proper course to be
pursued toward the children of a large number of foreigners,
who in my opinion are not entitled to the benefit of our school
system. 1 have permitted their attendance, however, believ-
ing it to be better and cheaper for the State to educate them
than to allow them to grow up in ignorance.

The plan of separate schools for white and colored gives

satisfaction to all, and I find that it works well with the colored
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schools to employ colored teachers only; that is, when it is
possible to do so. '

y experience would suggest the enactment of a compulsory

school and vagrant law, providing that all children over a cer- -

tain age be compelled either to attend some school or to work

at a trade. This measure would force thousands of children
Into our schools and workshops, who are now growing up in
idleness and ignorance, and would do much toward the preven-
tion of crime, as its annals show but a small proportion com-
mitted by those constantly engaged, either in mental or phys-
ical labor.

I would earnestly recommend that you appoint a small com--
Iittee, say three, of superintendents to correspond with the-
different publishers and thoroughly examine the different series
of school books, and from the whole form a combination series
to be adopted by every school in the State, and the enactment
of a law preventing any change of text books except at the
end of every twelve years. This course would in all probabil-
ity furnish our schools with the best books published, and pre--
vent the constant expense and annoyance of changing books.

I would also call the attention of the State Superintendent
to the fact that the fines collected in the different counties are
ot turned over to the school fund of the counties where such
fines are collected, as I believe was the intention of the law,.
but are sent to Tallahassee, and turned into the general fund.
I think this should be changed.

Our people have been much depressed by the general finan--
cial distress which pervades the entire country, and in many
instances have not been able to meet their taxes, all of which
has tended much to embarrass the operation of the schools,
yet I think we have ample reason to be thankful to the Giver-
of all good that we have thus far been enabled to run, our-
schools for the full term. '

I am, very respecttully, etec.,
J. RRIS,
Superintendent of Schools.

NASSAU COUNTY."
Orrice Co. Sup’r. ScrooLs, FEerRNANDINA, FLa., Nov. 23, 8,

Hon. W. P. Hawstry, Superintendent of Public Instruction,.
Tallahassee, Florida :
Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit to you my second
annual report of the Public Schools of this county, the con-
cluding one of my present official appointment. In doing so0 I

* duce a law for the benefit of Common Schools.
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| take pleasure in stating that since my comnection with the

mon School System, I notice a marked improvement in the
gf\ﬁational interess; of the people. Yet, this interest is not so
general nor so absorbing as it should be to insure complete suc-
cess. Several reasons might be assigned for this appa:reint
apathy, chief of which is perhaps attributable to the sparsely

| populated school districts and the consequent impracticability

ing competent teachers for the small pay offered. To
gﬁ:fail;rth%s ditﬁI::ulty in a measure I would respectfully sug-
gest a change in the ages of receivable pupils from what the

4 statute now prescribes to that of from eight to siztecen years.

is W imini ' v of pupi his very de-
This 'would diminigh the number of pupils, but t
crease would result in furnishing better instruction, and to those
e capable of appreciating its advantages. .
mo.[ll‘l mypﬁrst ViSit?I?g tour through the schools I found truly a

-‘ heterogeneous mass of books—no two alike on the same branch

udy—and was at once impressed with the importance of
ggcflging if possible, a uniform series of text books. By dili-
gent effort I prevailed upon our Board of Public Instruction to
adopt the “ American Series ” the best I knew of at the time,
and also to authorize their Superintendent to keep a supply on
hand to. be furnished to the pupils at publishers prices, freight
added. This arrangement greatly facilitated their mtrod}m-
tion, yet there were worthy pupils here and there too poor 11;0
purchase books even at their reduced rates, and I induced the
Board to permit me to supply all such indigent pupils gratl}l]l-
tously due care being taken to guard against imposition. The.
actual cost of their timely benificence was inconsiderable, but
the Board thought otherwise and refused to continue 1t longer
than one session or term.

In this county the school revenue is inadequate to the work"

uld be done, and yet under our present system there
1(":];;tbﬁzah?101increase of progerty taxation without its becoming
burdensome to our people. I would therefore suggest the im-
position of an uniform poll tax of #wo dollars on every voter
in the State with an enforcing penalty annexed to be applied
to thé public schools of each county, and earnestly solicit your
aid in securing from the Legislature an act to this effect. The
State of Virginia as you well know, has derived material f’i,nan-
cial benefit from what is known as the “ Moffet punch act ™ the
revenue of which is appropriated to the payment of interest on
her public debt. Georgia our sister State will make, as is be-
lieved a successful effort based upon similar principles to intro-
irginia re-
ceives nearly $600,000 from the operation of the Moffet Punch,

" and a pro rata estimate would give us about £50,000. Could

this sum of money much of which is wrested from -.suﬁ'ering

T o —
! i
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poverty, be returr 1 to uncared for children in the form of so-
lasting a benefit as a.good education it would be a blessing:

indeed. I am dear sir, very respectfully and trul
[Signed] ’ DOS;;ER.
. -County Superintendent of Schools.

ORANGE COUNTY.

Pror. W. P. HatsLey, Superintendent of’ Public Instruction :

. Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the-
¢progress of the public sechools in Orange county for the past .

two years, their present condition, and the prospect and prom-
ise of future success.” The following figures will farnish a ba-
sis for such a report: '

SCHOOL YEAR, ’ 1875-6 ’ 1876-7 2877-8

Total number of schools.................. .. . 42 I 15 o __?1
Total number of schools tanght... 30 48 45
Length of term allowed.... e 132 days. 66 days. | 66 days
Average length of time..... |s9 2030 < | 5834 6250 N
Total number of days tan, .| 2,699 2,815 ¢ 2815 -
Total attendance. ... ....... O 903 1,000
Average attendance.... ........coeiiiiannnn 464 47 788 85
Salaries of teachers..........ccoioiiiaaiats | $3,945.10 $3,202.12 $3,745.90
October 1, 1876.—Amount of indebtedness of Board of Public Instruction in

unpaid Warrants, BAY.......coieortaieiiiiiaaiiieiaieia: L iirenaneensaaaas $600 vit -
October 1, 1877.—Amount of indebtedness of Board of Public Instruction in

unpaid Warrants, BAY.. .. c..cceereernsacosorancaarsarazaaacas PN 1,635 74

October 1, 1878.—Amount of balance in hand by Board of Public Instruction.. l,bGS 98

In the year 1875-6 5-7 of the schools were in operation.
Tn the year 18767 12-13 of the schools were in operation.
-Tn the year 1877-8 15-17 of the schools were in operation.

In the year 1878—-9 25-27 of the schools were in operation.

The total attendance has increased in the two yearr from 585
t0 1,090, but the aveirage attendance which in 1876-7 was larger-
in proportion to the total attendance than in 1875-6 was in
1877-8 a triflle less in proportion than in 1875-6.

The increase in the number of schools taught from 30 in
18%75-6 to 45 in 1877-8 should be borne in mind, and also the.
facts that in 1875-6 an average of 464 were taught 2,699 days
at a cost for tuition of $3,945.10, while in 1876-7 an average:
of 747 were tanght 2,815 days at a cost for tuition of $3,202.13,
and in 1877-8 an average of 788.35 were taught 2,815 days at
a cost of $3,745.90. I deduce from these figures. that there is
an increased desire on the part of a majority of the parents for
schools shown by the increase in the number of the old schools
tanght, the establishment of 13 new schools, and the mainten-
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ance of private schools in continuation of the public school
term to a greater extent, each year. .That the average attend-
ance does not keep pace with the increase in total attendance
arises in part from the lamentable fact that some parents will
allow their children to absent themselves from school on slight
and wholly insufficient reasons. ' . .

There seems no remedy for this beyond the gradual educa-
tion of the parents to the importance and the value of school
privileges for their children, cxcept in compulsory education,
for which perhaps the people of this State are not ready.

Two serious obstacles have confronted me in the way of suc-

coss: Tirst. The want of uniform text-books, and in a great .

degree the want of any books. This is overcome by the pur
chase of books for the present year, which are loaned to schol-
ars unable to buy, so that all are, or soon will be, supplied.

i Second. The sparsity of the population necessitating the estab-

lishment of small schools in new settlements. Our rule is to es-
tablish new schools within not less than three miles of any exist-
ing school upon a guarantee of an average of 10 scholars.
This difficulty will continue till the whole habitable area of the
county is supplied with schooels, but this is already nearly ac-
complished, and I look now rather for increase in attendance
upon schools already established by increase of population than
for a demand for new schools. In addition to greater interest
on the part of parents, I find the children more ambitions and
consequently more earnest in application to their studies.

1 have endeavored to elevate the standard of qualifications
among the teachers, and to that end for the present year, I

=)

have secured the adoption of a series of examination papers,

which, while wholly within the requirements of thelaw, are yet

much more rigid than examinations as heretofore conducted,

securing also uniformity in the requirements.

T have urged upon the teachers the. necessity of firm though
not harsh discipline, as essential not only to the greatest pro-
gress of the children in their studies, but also to the formation
of character, an object as earnestly to be desired and striven
after as the training of the mind.

We have three schools which will rank with the high schools
in this or any other State.

1 have had occasion to thank the Board of Public Instruction
for their cordial and hearty co-operation in my efforts to ad-
vance the interests of education. The gratifying financial

exhibit above at the beginning of the current school year is due’

in great measure to the collection of taxes due on previous years
to the amount of over $1,000. .

T had the satisfaction of congratulating the people of the
county, in a report to the Board of Public Instruction at the

Al
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close of the past school year, upon the improveinent in the con-

dition of the schools, as shown by the above figures and facts,
and the inferences I feel justified in deducing therefrom.

I have no suggestions as to changes in the school law, which
I regard as generally well adapted to its uses. :

I beg respectfully and most e~+nestly to urge upon the Board
of Education and the Legislatu.e the importance of devising
some scheme for increasing the school fund to such an extent
as to put Florida upon an equality with her sister States in the
matter of educational facilities. Respectfully,

, J. M. Borrarr, .
Superintendent of Schools.

209

BEPORTS OF EAST AND ES FLOLIDA SEMTNARCES

d

THE EAST FLORIDA SEMINARY.

The East Florida Seminary, organized under act of Congress,
and sustained principally by sales of donated Seminary lands,
and located at Gainesville by act of the Legislature, deserves
special mention in cennection with education in the county.
The youth of this section, and many from distant counties, are
indebted to it for nearly or quite all the educational advantages
they ever enjoyed. Men and women around us are now sending
sons and daughters to their young alma mater. Previous to
the war, quite a number of youths attended from the counties
east of the Suwannee, entitled to fill the institntion with benefi-
ciaries equal in nitmber to the members of the lower house of

the Legislature from the same territory. The poverty of the.

people has prevented those from securing the superior advan-
tages of our Seminary, who would have gladly availed themselves
of them. Last term several youths from neighboring counties
entered and are continuing in the institution, and others have
recently entered it, so that there are now in attendance ten pu-
pils from the following counties: Two from Levy, two from

* Marion, one from Putnam, one from Columbia, uand four from

Sumter. As the circumstances of the people improve, the Semi-
nary will fill up to the measure of its capacity.

Five educated teachers are employed in the Seminary. The
experience of the Principal, Prof. E. P. Cater, and his assis-
tants, Prof. W, N. Sheats, and the Misses Porter and Matheson,
all of whom are graduates and professional instructors, has
worked highly beneficial improvement in each department.
The range of text-books is from the alphabet, under Miss Me-
Call, to the end of a collegiate course, if desired, including
French and German, under the two Professors. The text-books
are of the most approved series. The grading is reduced as near
to exactitude as possible. Regularity, order and studiousness
are firmly enforced. :

" It is to this institution that the people of this, and the more
southern section of the State must look for educating their chil-
dren. The capability of making it meet this grand end cannot
be questioned ; nor can it be doubted that it will farnish to the
State a large proportion of her future educators. The rapid and

solid advancement of all the grades for the past few years, is a
144 )

!
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i i hers to
rophesy of the early qualification of a large corps of teac
Eutel:)r ch field of cogngxon school education, and sow and reap the
harvest. The wise generosity of the Trustees of the Seminary
has placed it on the free school basis. None who attend fr.om
abroad or elsewhere are rcquired to pay tuition. The opportu-
nity and the blessing hebe presented are enjoyed by but few peo-
le throughout the Union. .
P The pasgt scholastic year, the daily attendance was 109 pupils;
total registered, 208. o
th;v% the honor to enclose tabular reports of the Principal,

which will show at a glance what I have attempted to present

at large. Respectfully your obedient ?)e.r\zl.atl.w ’
Jounty Superintendent of Scl;ools.

L —

THE WEST FLORIDA SEMINARY.
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., 26th November, 1878.

Hox. W. P. HaisLuy, Superintendent of Public Ins%mctzon :
Sr: I herewith submit a report of the operations of the
. West Florida Seminary, for the sessions of 1877-8 and 1878-9
the present. time. ' o ‘ i
to Thegessions begin 1st Monday in October, and end last Fri-
day in June. The attendance has been as follows: For 1877—.
g—males, 56; females, 64 ; total, 120. For 1878—9—ma1e§, 46;
females, 69 ; total, 115. As thisis the early part of the teu(x]],- 1(!1;
is possible that the largest attendance will reach one hundre
f § - . »
an%‘f iilystruct the above number our Principal, with a salary of
$1,000, and three assistants, with a salary of $600 each, have
been employed, until the present year, when_b_ut two teacblers,
a Principal with a salary of 1,000, and an assistant with a salary
of $600, were engaged, the County Board of Public Instr u.ctlo‘n
employing the other two. As tuition 18 free, and the Semmfny
has no other income but the one-half of the Seminary Interest
Fund, (about $2,800) and failure to receive any of the Peabﬁdg
Fund during the past year, and as our incidental expenses ?d
been unusually heavy, the last scholastic year found us conSId-
erably in debt, and the aid of the county board was .mvgke',
hence the present arrangement. The grade of this institution 18
“lower than it should be, but as more advanced scholarship 1s
now required of those seeking admission, 1t 18 hoped that by a
strict adberence to this rule of rigidly excluding all who do not
come up to its requirements, the standard of excellence will be
raised.
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CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.

Notwithstanding the prejudices that had to a certain extent”

existed against this now almost universal plan, it has been par-
tially adopted, and so far with success. Situated as the build-
ings are, it is impossible to carry out this plan fully, as the male
and female departments are fully a quarter of a mile apart. If
it were possible to have both sexes in the same building, it
would enable the teacher, by a consolidation of the classes of the
same advancement and studies, to devote a greater amount of
time to them, while an improvement in deportment, as well as
mental progress, would be the result. .

ONE BUILDING FOR BOTH SEXES.

The “College building,” situated on the western border of the
city, is a source of great expense to the board. Located far
from the centre of the city, in a neighborhood of rather unsavory
reputation, the depredations committed on the property during
the long summer vacations are, such as to entail heavy repairs
every year. Besides the building, which originally cost some
$8,000 or $10,000, the board owns nine (9) adjoining lots.
Would it not be advisable to obtain.an act of the Legislature
authorizing the board to sell this building and-the lots, and in-
vest the proceeds in the enlargement of the Female Seminary
building, which is situated more eligibly for the purposes in-
tended, and where the board already own two fine lots. If this
suggestion coincides with your views, I would respectfally ask
that you make this recommendation. ’

I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to those
faithful teachers who have so well and faithfully done their duty.
They are all professionals, and make their profession their study.
“Teaching an art, the teacher an artist,” seems to be their mot-
to. The corps of instruction consists of Prof. James D. Wade, a
graduate of Dickerson College, Pa, as Principal, Mr. W. W.
Woodward, Mrs. 8. S. Willlams, and Miss E. B. Bythewood as

. assistants. Very respectfully your obedient servant,

J. T. BErNARD,
Secretary Board Education West Florida Seminary.

T
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STATEMENT OF FINANCES.

WaLTER GWYNN, Treasurer Board of Eolu_catz’on, in Aceount
weith Seminary Fund—(Principal)

1878. D=. 3405 27
January 1—To balance in Treasury......cooeeeceecaessaeees 5 27 o
W To amounnt Land Sales.......ccvveeieininnnes 246 90— $T42 14
CR. -

Bv $300 State of Florida 7 per cent. Bonds, at 89 per cent.  $207 00
13; gmo State of Florida 7 ?)er cent. Bonds: at 99 per cent. 99 00
By one-tenth salary Timber Agent, from April 1, 1877, to

December 31, 1878......c.cov0 v esseeresanatasiencans 2028 78
By amount psid C. E. Dyke, for printing................ 5 80
By amount refunded on land sold. eees s —
By balance in Treasury... F R TIERLEERLL LR 4242— §7T421%5

* .
Warrer Gwyxy, Treasurer Board of Education, in Account
with Seminary. Fund—(Interest.) :

o o ' $1,547 61
J 1—To balance in?Treasury....oeeeoarineacannsecss K
Jam‘l‘ary“ To interest collected on $73,800 6 per cent.
BODAS . e e venreenusnessocesieesseannsonsasacs 2,214 00

« « o 914 per cent. premium on $2,214 Gold.... 5535
w o« To i%]étg'est collected on $9,200 7 per cent.

- BODAB...ceuieiiaaneceniiiss feesenceacanss 644 00
Jaly 1—To intevest- collected on $73,300 6 per cent. oo
’ BondS...cceecccctsaansaoncscnionraversocccn ~,~1409
e “  To 3£ per cent. premium oxg 82,4;4 398%161'(; vees 11 07
v 15--To January, 1879, interest on $7 per .—.
Deer cent. Bonyd,s By e T s ... 2,214 00--$8,900 03
1878. R . Cr. 55699 00
By warrants paid West Florida Seminary............. P 3,64
Bg warrants Il;aid East Florida Seminary.......ccvveenenns 5,(2)?001 (())0n $5.000 03
By balance in Treasury.............. e : 53—$8, 3]

Boxbs in Seminary Fund.
At last report there were: -
s1/ Qtate of Florida $1,000 6 per cent. Bonds, n';'o ..............
73% State of Florida $100 6 per cent. Bonds, 1873 ................ .
92 State of Florida $100 7 per cent, Bondg, 1873.......cvevieinenne
Bought since last report: )
4 State of Florida $100 7 per cent. Bonds, 187L.......cooovnnennn

Making total in fund t0-ay ......ccueeniinen eeenmareaaeann ... 863
The Florida Railroad Bond for $1,000, named in last report, is still in fand
1t yields no income.

IncoME from Seminary (Endowment) Fund.

Tatimated for 1879: . )
From $73,800 6 per cent. State of Florida Bonds of 1873—interest

payable semi-annually in gold ... .ouioeeseemocaetararse e e-s 428 00 .

From $9,600 7 per cent. State of Floride Bouds of 1875—interest 672,000
payable annually in CUrrency........... cirens srees Cererariaaees i

Total income from bonds in fand for 1879 ...ecoeniinirnne. .+ $5,100 00
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

‘Within the scope of this report may properly come a review
of the proceedings of the Board of Corporataors of the Florida
Agricultural College, constituted by act approved March 17,

11874, chapter 3045, Laws of Florida.

In order that what follows may be better understood, I copy
this act entire: .

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,

The People of -the State of Florida, represented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows: SeEcTION 1. That section 2 of an act supplementary to
Chapter 1766 of the Session Laws of A. D. 1870, being an act to establish
the Florida Agricultural College, be amended so as te read as follows:
The Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Treasurer of the State
of Florida, by virtue of their offices as such, and J. Wofford Tucker,
David 8. Walker, J. H. Roper, James M. Baker, C. H. Smith, F. Branch,
W. D. Barnes, and their successors, are hereby constituted a body corpo-
rate and politic, by the name of the Florida Agricultural College, and are

| entrusted with the general powers of a corporation for the benefit of

causing to be taught such branches of learning pertaining to agriculture

| and the mechanic arts, military tactics, and other scientific and classical

studies, in order to promote the liberal and practical education of the
industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions of life; and said
corporation shall have perpetual succession, as is provided in the original
act incorporating said college, and the right to use a corporate seal.

Sec. 2. That section 3 of said Chapter 1905 be amended so as to read
as follows: The said Superintendent of Public Instruction and the said

] State Treasurer shall, by virtue of their offices as such, be president, anel
{ treasurer of said Board of Trustees of said college; and the said board

shall elect a vice-president, secretary and executive committee, which
committee shall consist of five members. Said Executive Committee is
empowered to act in behalf of and under directions of the board, between
the regular meetings of the same, and determine all matters relating to
officers or committees, and make all needful rules and regulations for the
management of the affairs of the board.

SEc. 3. The treasurer herein appointed is hereby authorized, and it is
hereby made his duty to receive, and if necessary demand and send for, in
his own name ag treasurer, all property and debts belonging to said board.

SEc. 4. 1t is hereby further enacted, That the said Board of Trustees

‘| provided for and established by this act shall have power to remove saidl
| Agricultural College, now located at Eau Gallie, on Indian river in Bre-
‘vard county, to any point that in their judgment will be for the best inter-

ests of the State of Florida; Provided, That the point which may be

selected for its location shall be easily accessible and as near the centre of

the State as practicable. . :
Sec. 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of

| this act be and are hereby repealed.

Approved March 7, 1877.
» ' REPORT OF TRANSFER.,

By virtue of authority vested in us by the foregoing aet, 2
meeting of the corporators was held, and the Treasurer author-

ized to demand of the treasurer of the former board, in accord-

e 3 70
t
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ance with seetion 3 -of said aect, all property and debts belong-
ing to the College Fund. This the Treasurer proceeded to do,
applying to General John Varnum, treasurer of the old Board
of Corporators. General YVarnum, in answer to the demand,
refused to make a transfer of the property, denying the right
of the Legislature to annul the act creating the corporation of
which he was 2 member, and under authority of which he acted.
Upon receipt of this, the Treasurer conferred with such
members of the board as could be conveniently reached, and
these, on .consulting with the Attorney-General, decided to
bring proceedings by gquo warranto against the former board,
and at the June term of the Supreme Court of Florida, judgment
-of ouster was ordered against said former board.
In.accordance with this decree, the Treasurer again demanded
of General Varnum the effects belonging to the Fund; and
after considerable correspondence, the property named in the.
following invoices was formally trafisferred to the Treasurer.

INVOICE “A.”

Invoice of property helonging to the Florida State Agricaltural College,
delivered by John Varnum, late treasurer, to Honorable Walter Gwynn,
Treasurer of the Florida Agricultural College, in obedience to a decree of
the Supreme Court of Florida. )

One Seal. ’ .
One tin Money Chest (lettered).
One Ledger of General Fund account.
One Ledger of Building Fund account.
One Book of Records—Secretary’s office. )
One Document, final report of Superintendent, etc., Secretary’s office.
Six Documents, marked Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, minutes of recent
meeli%s of Trustees, Secretary’s office. .
Two Warranty Deeds from W. H. Gleason and Sara G. Gleason to
Florida State Agricultural College, of lands in Brevard county, Fla.
Two Notes of Hand from N. H. Moragoe to Jobn Varnum, Treas-
urer, for $100 each.
10. One Note of Hand from W. D. Bloxham to John Varnum, Treasu-
rer, for $700. : :

11. One Mortgage, from W. D. Bloxham to John Varnum, Treasurer.

(Signed) JORN VARNUM.

Duplicate of above invoice receipted by Hon, Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

received July 18, 1878,
(Signed)

@ @ NpLupger

- JOHN VARNUM.
Per E. M. CHENEY, Attorney,

INVOICE “B.”

Invoice of bonds and money delivered by Jehn Varnum, late Treasurer
of the Board of Trustees of the Florida State Agricultural College, to
‘Walter Gwynn, Treasurer etc., in conformity to a decree of the Supreme
Qourt of Florida. :
QOne hundred (100) One Thousand Dollar State of Florida six per cent.

old bonds. ) :
Qne Draft, drawn by John Varnum on B. 0. Lewis & Sons, in favor of
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_ Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, dated July 12, 1878, for one hundred and

thirty-three dollars and ten cents ($133.10).
One Draft on First National Bank of Florida for seven hundred and
twenty dollars ($720), dated, drawn and payable as above.
Order on E. M. Cheney, attorney, for two hundred and sixty-two dollars
and seventy-eight cents ($262.78).
July 15, 1878. .
(Signed) . JoEHN VARNUM.

At the same time that the above was turned over, an order-
was given to the Treasurer addressed to Professor Hill, the

- custodian of the grounds and buildings at Eau Gallie, directing

him to transfer the property and effects belonging to the cor-
poration at that place. The Treasurer therefore proceeded to.
Han Gallie and received the remainder of the property, which
consisted of the grounds, buildings, farming utensils, household
and kitchen furniture, one pair of mules, a wagon, ete. '

That the accompanying financial exhibit of the Treasurer
may be more fully understood when compared to General Var-
num’s report of December 30, 1876, I quote from his last report:
to the board that portion relating to the property received.

“.(General Varnum turned over to me his check on B. C.
Lewis & Sons for $183,10, and his check on First National
Bank of Florida for $770, both payable to my order; also, his
order on E. M, Cheney for $262.78, all'of which are named in
invoice “B.”

“The one hundred one thousand dollar bonds mentioned in
the game invoice are the bonds which I receipted for in January,
1877,

“The two checks were promptly paid, but the order on E.
M. Cheney was not paid until protested and General Varnum
notifled that he would be required to make it good. * * *

“The $16,500 of lvans outstanding, and the $402.48 cash
balance on hand reported by Treasurer Varnum December 30,
1876, together with the $3,638 since collected by him ($300 of
which were from loans returned), are claimed to be accounted
for by a loan of $16,000 by Treasurer Varnum to Superintend-
ent Varnum, under order of the former board. Also, $700
loaned to W. D. Bloxham, and %200 loaned N. H. Moragne,
and $2,124.75 paid out in 1877-8, and $1,165.88 turned over to
me.

“TLate Treasurer Varnum has neither furnished itemized.

estimates or vouchers to show to whom or for what he expended

all of this money, either as Treasurer of the College or Super-

intendent of the building.”
REMOVAL OF COLLEGE. _
In order that it may be seen what the board has done in’

carrying out that portion of the act authorizing a removal of .

Y

———p L.




216  —

the College to some more easily accessible point, I quote sub-
tantially the proceedings ot the board bearing upon this subject,
at a meeting held at Eau Gallie, the present site of the College
on the 14th and 15th of last November. S

Judge Tucker introduced, Thursday, November 14, a pre-
amble and resolution requesting the Legislature to rescind the
the resolution passed at its last session, requesting Congress to
allow the Agricultural College Fund to be merged into the
Comuion School Fund, and to instruct our members of Congress
to withdraw any memorial, bill or resolution now pending
before Congress on this subject; :

‘Which was adopted, the vote standing—yeas, Messrs. Tucker,
Roper, Branch, Walker and Gwynn—5; nays, Messrs. Barnes,
Smith and Haisley—3. .

The joint resolution here referred to is the following :

Joint Resolution asking Congress to authorize the Legislature
of Florida to incorporate the Seminary Fund and the Agricul-
tsural College Fund into the Common Schoo’! ¥und of said

" State. S e

‘WaEREAS, The lands which have heretofore been donated by
the General Government to the State of Florida for the purpose
of establishing two Seminaries of learning, one en the east and
the other on the west side of the Suwannee river, in said State;
experience has demonstrated that the institutions erected and

supported by the funds arising therefrom are not sufficiently en--

dowed to maintain schools offering those advantages that attracs
other than local patronage in their respective localities ; and

Waeress, The Agricultural College of the State of Florida,
. for the maintenance and support of which the annual interest of
the proceeds of the sale of lands also donated by the said Gen-
eral Government is applied, has been located at a remote and
comparatively unsettled and inaccessible part of the State, and
alarge sum of money expended in the partial erection of build-
ings thereat, the completion of which will for years to come be
of little, if any, educational advantage to the inhabitants of thie
State ; and .

‘WeEereas, The Common School system of the State of Flor-
ida, contemplates and is providing for the maintenance and sup-
port of good and permanent schools in every portion of this
State, where the opportunities are afforded every one to acquire
3 thorough fundamental education; and

‘WazeREAS, In the judgment of the Legislature of Florida, the
application of the proceeds arising from all sources of revenue
for the support of Common Schools, together with the income o7
the Seminary Fund and the interest of the Agricultural College
Fand, to the support of the Common School system and the es-
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tablishment of anormal school for the education of teachers for
Common schools, is the most efficacious mode of disseminating

knowledge among the masses, and - will be productive of much |

more edncational development than the continuation of the three
organizations ; therefore,

SEctioN 1. Be it resolved by the people of the State of Flovi-
da, represented in Senate and Assembly, That the Congress of
the United States of America are hereby petitioned to authorize
the State of Florida to incorporate the Seminary Fund and the
Agricultural College Fund of the State of Florida into the Com-
mon School Fund of said State, and that by appropriate legisla-
tion the State be authorized to-apply the income thereof to the
support of her Common Schools, and the establishment and
maintenance of a State Normal School for the education of teach-
ers for the Common Schools. ‘

Swc. 2. Be it _further resolved, That our Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress be instructed to lay these resolutions be-
fore their respective bodies, and urge the adoption of the princi-
ples thereof by Congress. :

SEc. 8. Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the State
of Florida, immediately upon the passage of these resolutions,
is hereby instructed to forward a certified copy thereof to the
President of the United States and to our Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress.

Approved March 7, 1877.

Colonel Roper introduced a resolution which contempiated

putting the College into immediate operation, but before action

was taken the board adjourned, to meet on the following day.

On Friday, November 15, Governor Walker introduced 2
resolution providing for the removal of the College to such
other place as shall be selected by the Trustees, so soon as
suitable buildings are in readiness to receive the teachers and

pusérls.; o _
hich was adopted, the vote standing yeas 7, nays 1.

As supplementary to the above, Governor Walker introduced
another resolution, authorizing the President of the Board to
appoint a committee to select a location, and requiring said
committee to make such selection as early as practicable, and
report to the President, who shall thereupon call a meeting of
the boarad to consider the action of the committee. '

This resolution was also adopted, the vote standing as on the
one above. ,

Mr. Gwynn moved that the committee provided for be made
to consist of three persons;

‘Which was adopted.

Judge Tucker offered a resolution requesting the committee
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above mentioned to select a place central within the meaning
of the law, and, other considerations being equal, on condition
of the largest available subscription to the building fund, and
lands for the use of the College; :

Which was unanimously adopted.

The following resolution was also offered by Judge Tucker,
and the same adopted by unanimous vote..

Resolved, That Hon. David S. Walker be requested to take
charge, professionally, of the legal interests of the Agricultural
College, and to examine the titles to the real estate now belong-
ing to, or to be acquired by the College, and to advise the
board on all suitable occasions as to any legal proceedings or
steps proper to be taken to protect the 1 .erests of the corpora-
tion.

In response to the request embodied in this resolution, Gov-

ernor. Walker stated that he accepted the position of legal
adviser on condition that he receive no compensation.

At an adjourned ineeting, at Titusville, the President
announced the following committee on location of the College:
Governor Walker, Dr. Branch and Judge Baker.

It was moved by Judge Tucker that a copy of the proeeed-
ings of this meeting be furnished to each house of the next
General Assembly, and the same passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT OF PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FUND.

Hox. W. P. HawsLrY, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
and ex-officio President of the Agricultural College, Tallahas-
see, Florida. , ' :

Sir: T have the honor to hand you herewith a financial
statement of the Agricultural College Fund, showing invest-
ments made and present condition of funds. :
 For details of my settlement with General John Varnum,
and inventories of property received from him, I respectfully
refer you to my report of September 17, 1878. .

Yours very respectfully,
‘WaLTER GWYNN,
Treasurer Agricultural College Fund.

“To Cash collected, interest ‘on bonds

 To Cash sale of mulesand Cart.....cccoeenrecomenanonenee
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“WaLrER Gwyxw, Treasurer, in account with Agricultural
C College Fund.

Dr.
To Cash premium on gold .......c..eeee

To Cash interest on loans of interest ... .
To Cash from J. Varnum, late Treasurer........cocoee--- 1

¢ : Cr.

By amount paid Messrs. Smith and Ro'per, expenses attend-
v ing threpe meetings present board and three meetings
former board.....oceveers s ensemerearee [ PP eees

- By expenses receiving Agricultural College Funds and

property from the late Treasurer, including expenses

to Jacksonville and Gainesvilleand return, and to Eau .

Gallie and return, as per bills presented and approved 126.1( .
By cash paid C. H. Foster, Clerk Supreme Court (fees). ... 24.90 -
By cash paid, expenses repairing buildings, surveylng lots 269,59

and watchman in charge of the Eau Gallie pro erty... 262.5
By cash paid, telegrams and other expenses collecting

checks and drafts received from late Treesurer 18.
By cash paid McDougall & Co. for yecord book.........-. .5'00
‘By cash paid, expenses Board meeting at Eau Gallie, as per co 58 -

itemized Dills, apPrOVed. .voreaeonzoonnerarennsssoss 552.5
By investment, 33 $100 7 per cent. Florida Bonds of 1871, 72,00

carrent coupons attached.......... sresesesnecras s 3,278
By investment, 3'$1,000 6 per cent. Florida Bonds of 1875,

current coupons zgttnched e . g,%gg(l)g
By amount loaned at 8 per cent. interest.....c.cocceveener ,606. e
ZB; balance in fand...ceeeeee- P 115.44-$10,936.13

. PRINCIPAL FUND.

One hundred Florida 6 per cent. Bonds of 1873, $1,000 cach ....... $100,000.00
ACCUMULATED INTEREST INVESTED.

Loans at 8 per cent. interest, secured by State bonds .....ceooieeeie $;,ggg(l}g

Loan to State of Florida, at 8 per cent. per a0 «oc.eeoeereneenr e ,606.

Rtate of Florida 7 per cent. Bonds .c....ccavvet .

State of Florida 6 per cent. Bonds.....c.cecneecne

Notes received from J. Vernum, late Treasurer, one note at 8 per
" cent. interest, secured by mortgage on mules..... ]

Two notes at 8 per-cent. interest, without security




