By Mr. Willard :

Senate bill No. 51:

To to be entitled an act to repeal chanter 3110 of the Laws
of Florida, 1pproved March 11, 1879, being an act to allow
certain dealers in general merchandise to sell certa.m drugs
and medicines without license;

‘Which was read the first time by its title and 1efe11ed to
the Judiciary Committer.

At 10:10 o’clock the Senate went into Executive Session.

At 10:25 o’clock the doors were opened.

Mr. Bryson, ot the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the
tollowing report:

SenaTE CHAMBER, TALLAHASSEE, January 20 1881..
To Hown. L. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senate :

Ste: Your committee to whom was referred— .

Senate bill No. 9, to be entitled an act to supply deficiencies
in appropriations for the years 1877-79-80; also,

Senate bill No. 26, to be entitled an act in relation to the
public records of fhe several counties of this State ; also,

Senate bill No. 36, to be entitled an act to pumsh the break-
ing and entering, or the entering without breaking, of -build:
ings in the day time, or entering in the night time without
breaking, with intent to commit a mi-demeanor,

Beg leave to report that they have examined the same and
found them to be correctly engrossed.

Bespect.fully, ete.,
‘Wwu. Bryson, Jr.,
Chairman Committee on Engrossed Bills.
‘Which was read.

Mr. Bryson moved that the bills be taken up upon third read- '

ng ;
Which was agreed to.

THIRD READING OF BILLS.

Senate bill No. 9:

To be entitled an act to supply deficiencies in applopna-
tions for the years 1877. 1879 and 1880;

‘Was read the third time and pus upon its passage.

The vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Bryson, Cole, Cone, Crawford, Crill, Delano,
Dell, Duncan, Hatcher, Hendry, Judge, Lee, Lykes, Mallory,
MecClellan, McClenny, McKay, McKinne, McKinnon, Niblack,
Polhill, Robmson, Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Walker, Wallace,
Willard_98.

Nays— None.
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So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

Senate bill No. 26:

To be entitled an sct in relation to the public records of the
several counties of this State;

Was read the third time and put upon its passage.

The vote was:

Yeas—DMessrs. Bryson, Chandler, Cone, Crawford Crill,
Delano, Duncan, Hatcher, Hendry, Judge, Lee. Mallory Mo-
Clellan, McCleuny, McKinnon, Niblack, Robinsou, Sharpe,
Thompson Willard—20.

Nays—Messrs. Jones, McKinne, Polhill, Speer, Walker,
Wallace—6.

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

Senate bill No. 36:

An act to punish the breaking and entering, or entering
without breaking, of buildings in the day time or night time,
with intent to commit a misdemeanor,

Was read the third time and put upon its passage.

The vote was :

Yeas—Messrs. Cone, Crawford, Crill, Delano Dell, Duncan,
Hatcher, Hendry, Jones, Judoe, Mallmy, McClelIan, Mec.
Clenny, McKinne, McKinnon, Robinson, Speer, Thompson,
Walker and Willard—. 0.

Nays—Mes-rs. Chandler, Cole, Polhill and Wallace—4.

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

The Nenate then went into executive session.

At 11 o’clock the doors were opened.’

Mr. Bryson moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow
morning 10 o’clock;

Which was agreed to.

Whereupon the Senate was so adjourned.

FRIDAY, January 21, 1881.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to
their names :
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Messrs. Bryson, Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Dell, Duncan,
Hatcher, Hendry, Jones, Judge, Lee, Liykes, Mallory, McClel-
lan, McClenny, McKay, McKinne, McKinnon, Niblack, Pol-
hill, Powers, Robinson, Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Walker,
Wallace and Willard—29.

A guorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motion of Mr. Polhill, the reading of yesterday’s

journal was dispensed with.

Mr. Crill moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday on

Senate bill No. 26. . .
Mr. MeKinnon rose to'a point of order that the motion to

reconsider must lic over until to-morrow ;

Which was sustained.

INTRODUGTION OF RESOLUTIONS, &C.
By M. Cone:
e N . - . ]

Joint resolution asking the Congress of the United States te
e¢stablish a mail route from Waldo, in Alachua county, to Lake
Butler, in Bradford county, Fla.

Which was read the first time by its title and placed among-

the orders of the day.

By Mr. Powers:

Besolved, That three hundred copies of the report of the
Adjutant-General be printed for the use of that office;

Which was read and placed among the orders of the day.

INTIRODUCFION OF BILLS.
'Phe following bills were introduced :

By Mr. McKinne:
Senate hill No. 52:

To be entitled an act to tix the rights and labilities of max--

ried women ;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to the
Judiciary Committee.

Also,

Senate bill No. 33 : »

To he entitled an act relating to the intermarrige of white
persons with persons of color;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to the
Judiciary Committee. :

By Mr. Willard :

Senate bill No. H4:

'To be entitled an act: to provide for the redemption of lands
sold for taxes;

Which was read the livst time by its and title referred to the
Judiciary Committee. .

pobs)

Also,

Senate bill No. 55:

To be entitled an act to allow an executor or administrator
to resign;

_ Which was read the first time by its title and referred to the
Judiciary Committee.

Also,

Senate bill No. 56:

To be entitled an act for the relief of K. J. Vann, Judge ot
the Third Judicial Cireuit; .

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to the
Judiciary Committee. | .

Also,

Senate bill No. 57: :

To be entitled an act for the relief of John MeDougald ;

Which was read the first time and referred to the Fudiciary

Jommittee. )

By Mzr. Niblack :

Senatce hill No. 58:

"T'o be entitled an act to amend Section 1 of an act entitled
;;g;;ch in relation to certain Statc bonds, approved March 7.

7

Which was read the first time by its title.

Mr. McKinnon moved that the bill be laid on the table for
the present;

Which was agreed to.

By Mr. Duacan:

Senate bill No. 59:

An act anthorizing the Board of Internal Improvement to
enter into contract with M. Brown, Frank Mcllvaine and Wil-
liam B. Mcllvaine, for the opening up and making permanently
navigable the waters of the Withlacoochee river, i

Which was read for the first time by its title and veferred to
the Committec on Public Lands. i

By Mr. Lykes:

~ Senate bill No 60:

A Dbill to be entitled An act to amend Section seven of an
act entitled An act to amend the second, twenty-ninth, thirty-
fifth, thirty-sixth, fifsy-eighth and sixty-eighth Sections of an
act relating to proceedings before Justices of the, Peace and
Jm.igments of Justices’ Courts, approved February 27, 1875,
being Chapter 2095, approved February 10, 1877, ‘ ’

Which was read for the first time by its title and referred to
the Judiciary Committee. -

By Mr. Walker:

Senate bill No. 61:
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A bill to be entitled An act relating to the sale of certain
agricultural products in this State; ' .

Which was read for the first time and referred to the Com-
mittce on Agriculture.

Also,

Senate bill No. 62:

A bill to be entitled An act relating to landlord’s lien for
what and upon what it exists ;

Which was read for the first time and referred to the Judi-
ciary Committee. :

Also,

Senate bill No. 63:

A bill to be entitled An act authorizing the Board of Com-
missioners of State Institutions to employ additional medical
assistance at the State Asylnm for indigent lunatics,

Which was read for the first time by its title and referred to
the Commitiee on State Institutions.

By Mr. McKinne:

Senate bill No. 64:

A bill to be entitled An act to preseribe the mode of fore-
closing mortgages and enforcing liens securing debts or de-
mands of $160 and under;

Which was vead for the first time by its title and referred to
the Judiciary Committee.

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS.

Senate re:oluti.m No. —:

Resolved, That 300 copies of the report of the Adjutant-
Gencral be printed for the use of that office,

Was read.

Mr. Mc¢Kinnon moved to lay the resolution on the table;

Which was agreed to,

And the resolution was laid upon the table.

Joint Resolution No. —:

Joint resolution asking the Congress of the United States

Lo estublish a mail route from Waldo, in Alachua county, to

Lake Butler, in Bradford county.

The people of the State of Florida. repr-sent d in Senate
and Asse. bly, - o resolve as fi llows: That our Senators and
Representatives in Congress be requested to procure the estab-

liskment of a semi-weekly mail route from Waldo, in Alachua -

ecounty, Florida, via Pine Hill, to Lake Butler, in Bradford
county, Florida, and that a post-office be established at Pine
Hill, distance of route being 25 miles, and, further, that they
be requested to have a carrier appointed for the purpose of
carrying mails on said routes. The Secretary of State is
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hereby instructed to furnish a copy of this memorial to each-
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress ;

Was read the second time under a suspension of ihe rule.

Mr. €one moved that the rule be further waived and the res-
olution be read a third time;

Which was agreed to, and the resolution was read the third
time and put upon its passage. ’

The vote was: B

Yeas—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Duncan, Hatchey,
Hendry, Jones, Judge, Lee, Mallory, McClellan, McClenny,
McKay, McKinne, McKinnon, Niblack, Polhill, Powers, Robin-
son, Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Walker and Willard—25,

Nays—None.

So the joint resolution passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

Senate joint resolution relative to rebuilding the Light-house
at Fast Pass of Apalachinola Bay ;

Was read the first time by its title.

Mr. McClellan moved that the rules be waived and the roso-
lution read the second time ; '

Which was agreed to.

The people of the State of F orida, repre<ented in S nate and
Assembly, do resolve as follow:: That our Senators and Rep-
resentatives in Congress are requested to use th ir influence
to secare the rebuilding of the Light House on Dog Island at
the East Pass of Apalachicola bay. : '

That the Secretary of State furnish each of our Senators and:
Representatives and the Light House Board with a copy of

_ this resulution;

Which was read the second time.

Mr. McClellan moved that the rules be further waived and
the joint resolution be read a third time and put apon its pass-
age,

Which was agreed to.

_ "The juint resolution was read the third time and put upoL
its passage.

The vote was 3

Yeas—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Dell, Duncan,
Hatcler, Hendry, Jones, Judge, Lee, Mallory, MecClellan, Mo
Clenny, McKay, McKinne, MeKinnon, Niblack, Polhill, Pow-
rs, Ronhinson, Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Walker, Wallace and:

. Willard—27.

Nays—none.

So the joint resolution was passed as read.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.
T8 '
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MESBAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY.
The {ollowing message was received from the Assembly -
AsSEMBLY YALL, Tallahassee, January 19, 1881.
Hox. 1.. W. BeTHEL,
: President of the Senale : _

Siz: 1 am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has passed— '

Assembly joint resolution No. 7, a joint resolution asking an:
sppropriation frem Congress to survey and open the Suwannee

-river, from its mouth to Ellaville, ¥lorida, at the mouth of the

Withlacoochee river.
Very respectfully,
W Forsyrn Bynuw,
Chief Clerk of the dssembly.

Which was read and the accompanying resolution placed
among the orders of'the day.

Also the following:

AsSEMBLY Harn, Tallahassee, January 20, 1881,
Hox, L. W. BETHEDL,
President of the Senate -

Sin: 1 am directed by the Assembly to intorm the Senate
that the Assembly has this day passed—

Assembly bill No. 40, to be entitled an act to give concurrent
jurisdiction to the courts of Walton and Washington counties
over the waters of Choctawhatchee hay,

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereiu. .

Very respectfully,
Wwu. Fowrsyru BynuM,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Which was read snd (he aceompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day.

Also the following :

Asseasny Havni, Tallahassee, Jdanuary 14, 1881
Hon. 1. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senale :

sie: [ am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has passed—

Assembly bill No. 29, to be entitled for the protection of

sheep and other stock, and for the benefit of stock raisers.
Very respectfnlly,
- 'Wwu. Forsyr Bynuy,
Chgef Clerk of the Assembly.
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Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day.
Alse the following:
AssEMBLY HArLy, Tallahassee, January 20, 1881.
Hon. L. W. BETUEL,
President of the Senate:
Smi—I am divected by the Assembly to inform the Senate
that the Assembly has passed—
Assembly bill No. 16, to be entitled an act fixing the time ot
holding the Court in the Third Judicial Circuit.
Very respectfully,
Wat. ForsyTa By~ua,
Chief Clerk of the Assem.bly..
Also the following :

ASSEMBLY HaLi, Tallahassee, January 21, 1881.
Hox. 1.. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senate :

Sir—I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senabe
that the Assembly has indefinitely postponed—

Senate hill No. 20, to be entitled an act to make Usay Smith:
an heir at law of R. W. Nelson. '

Very respectiully,
W, Forsyru Bynupn,
Chief Clevk: of the Assembly.

Which were read.

" Mr. MeKinmon moved that the ¥ules be waived, and that all
matters certified to in the message from the Assembly be readi
for the first time by their titles and veferred to appropriate
committecs ; .

Which was agreed to, aud the following bills were so read:

Asgsembly hill No. 16:

To he entitled an act tixing the time for holding the Cireuit
Court in the Third Judicial Circuit ;

Was read the fivst time and veferred to the Judiciary Com-
mittee. '

Assembly bill No. 29: -

To be entitled on act for the protection of sheep and other

stock, and for the benefit of stock-raisers ;

Was read the fivst time by its title and referved to the Judie-
iary Committee.

Asgsembly bill No. 40:

To be entitled an aet to give concurvent jurisdiction to the
courts of Walton and Washington counties over the waters of
Choctawhatchie bay :
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Was read the first time by its title and referred to the Judiei-
ary Committee. ]

‘Assembly Joint Resolution No. 7: _

Joint resolution asking an appropriation from Congress to
survey and open the Suwannee river from its mouth to Ella-
ville, Florida, at the mouth of the Withlacoochee ; .

Was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce and Navigation.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. '

Mr. Niblack, of the Judiciary Committee, made the follow-
ing report:
SenaTE CHAMBER, Tallahassee, January 21, 1881.
Hon. L. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senateé :
$1r: Your committee to whom was referred— .
Senate bill No. 42, to be entitled an act for the protection of
children, have had the same under consideration, and recom-
mend that the same do pass; also, . ,
Senate bill No. 24, to be entitled an act to amend an act to
amend sections one and two of an act to keep in good repair
" the public roads and highways of this State, approved. March
11’H1a8v7e9’had the same under consideration, and as there is o
special committee on public roads and highways, we recom-
mend that this bill be referred to srid special committee.
8. L. NiBLACE,
Chairman Judiciary Committee.

Also the following : _
SENATE CHAMBER, Tallahassee, January 21, 1881
Hox. L. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senale :
S1p—Your committee to wiiom was referred—

Senate bill No. 48, entitled an act Lo protect officers in the -}

execution of legal process, ) _
Beg leave to report that they have examined the same and

recommend that it pass, with the following amendment, to-wit:

‘After the word “constable,” in the 8d line of section 1, strike
out the words “marshal, police officer, or other officer,” and in--

gert “or persen legally aunthorized by a Justice of the Peace to

te process.” Very respectfully ,
exectie ’ 'S, L. NIBLACK,

Chairman Judiciary Committee.
Also the following : -
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SENATE OHAMBER, Tallahassee, Janunary 21, 1881.
Hon. L. W. BETHEL,
President of the Senate :

Sie: Your committee to whom was veferred — :

Senate bili No. 45, entitled an act authorizing limited part-
nerships,

Beg leave to report that they have examined the same and

“recommend its passage, with the following amendments :

In 21st line of fourth page insert the word “ deemed ” after
the word “be.” In the 22d line, same page, after the word
“and” insert * upon conviction.” Strike out all after the word
“be?” in 22d line on fourth page, and insert ‘ punished by im-
prisonment in the State prison for not more than five years
or in the county jail not exceeding one year, or by fine not
exceeding five thousand dollars.” In first line on sixth page
strike out * shall be,” and insert ¢ the same has been.”

Very respectfully,
8. L. N1BLACK,
Chairman Judiciary Committee.
Also the following :

SENATE CHAMBER, Tallahassee, January 21, 1881.
Hon. L. W. BeTHEL,

President of the Senate :

Ste: Your committee to whom was referred— :

Senate bill No. 41, entitled an act to change the time for
holding the Circuit Courts in the Fifth Judicial Civcuit, huve
had the same under consideration, and recommend that the bill
do pass ; also, :

Your committee have had under consideration Senate hill
No. 51, an act entitled an act to repe.l Chapter 3110 of the
Laws of Florida, approved March 11th, 1879, and recommend
that the same do pass. Very respectfully,

. 8. L. N1BLACK,
Chairman Judiciary Committee.

Which were read.

Mr. Speer, of the Committee on Claims, made the following
report :

' SeNATE CHAMBER, Tallahassee, January 21, 1831,
Hon. L. W. BeTHE)L,
President of the Senaie :

S1k: Your committee to whom was referred—
Senate bill No. 21, to be entitled an act for the relief of A,
Moseley, Sheriff of Leon county,
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Beg leave to report that they have had the same under con-
sxdemtmn, and after careful examination, would refer it back
without recommendation.

Respectfully, ete., )
J. G. SPEER,
James McKay,
Jorx WALLACE.

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among
the orders of the day.

Mr. McKinnon, from the Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion, made the following report : \

SENATE CHAMBER. Tallahassee, J mm‘uy 21, 1881.
Hox. L, W, BETHEL, '
President of the Senate:

Sik: Your committee to whom was referred—

Senate bill No. 31, to be entitled an act for the relief of
Thomas A. Carruth ; a.lso,

Senate bill No. 43 to be entitled an act to empower the Gov-
ernor to borrow money for-State purposes; also,

Senate bill No. 44, to be entitled an act for the relief of
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, and others,

Beg leave to report that they have examined the same and
recommend that they deo pass.

Respeetfully,
A. D. McKnnon,
Chairman Committee on Finance and Taxation.

‘Which was read and the accompanying blllS placed among
the orders of the day.

Mr. MeKinnon moved that the rules be wmvcd and that
Senate hill No. 58, to be entitled an act to amend section 1 of
an act in relation to certain State bonds, approved March 17,
1879, be read the second time;

Which was agreed to, and the bill was read the second time.

Mr. McKinnon moved that the rule be further waived, and.

that the hill be read a third time and put upon its passage ;

‘Which was agreed to.

The vote was:

Yeas—DMessrs. Bryson, Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Del,
Duncan, Hatcher, Hendry, Jones, Judge, Lee, Mallory, Me-
Llellan, McClenny, McKay, McKinne, °M ¢Kinnon, Niblack,
Polhill, Robinson, Sharpe, Speer Thompson, Walker, Wallace
and Wlllmd—27

Nays—None.

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Mr, McKinnon moved that the rules be waived and that the
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Secretary be instructed to certify the passage of the blll to the.
Assembly ;

Which was agreed to, and the Secretary so instructed.
SECOND READING OF BILLS.

Senate bill No. 21 .

'To be entitled an act for the relief of A. Moseley, Sheriff of .
Leon county,

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for u
third reading on to-morrow.

Senate bill No. 31 :

To be entitled an act for the reliéf of Thomas A. Carruth,

Was read the second time and ordered to he engrossed for &
third reading on to-morrow. -

Senate bill No. 43

To be entitled an act for the protection of children,

Was read the sccond time and ordered to be engrossed for &
third reading to-motrow.

Senate bill No. 43:

Po be entitled an act to cmpower the Governor to horrow
mopey for State purposes,

Was read the second time and (ndcrul to he enmos%d for »,
third reading on to-morrow.

Senate bill No. 44 :

A bill to be entitled An act for the relicl of Walter Gwynn,
Treasurer, and others,

Was read the second time and ordered engrossed for o third
reading on to-morrow. .

Senate hill No 45:

A bilt to be entitled An act authorizing limited partner-
ships,

Was read the second time. . .

Mr. Thompson moved that the mnendments recommended
by the committee be adopted ;

Which was agreed to, and the bill, as amended, ovdered en-
arossed for third reading on to-mouow

Senate bill No. 48: )

An aet to protect officers in the' (,\ecutlon of legal process,

Was read the second time.

* On motion the amendments recommended by the committee
were adopted and the bill ordered engrossed for a third read-
ing on to-morrow.

Senate bill No. 51:

A hill to be entitled An act to repeal Ch.tpt,er 3,110 of the
Laws of Florida, approved March 11, 1879,

Was read the second time.
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Mr. McKinnon moved that the further consideration of the
bill be indefinitely postponeed ;
Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for.

The question was: * Shall the further consideration of Sen-

-ate bill No. 51 be indefinitely postponed ?” :
The following was the vote: )
Yeas—Messrs, Chandler, Cole, Cone, Dell, Duncan, Hatcher,

Hendry, Jones, Judge, McClenny, McKinne, McKinnon, Pow--

ers, Robinson, Sharpe, Speer and Wallace—17. »

Nays—Messrs. Bryson, Crill, Mallory, McKay, Niblack,
Thompson, Walker and Willard—S8.

So the motion to indefinitely postpone prevailed.

Assembly bill No. 16:

To be entitled an act fixing thé time of holding the Circuit
Court in the Third Judicial Circuit; :

Was read the second time.

Mr. Bryson moved that the rnles be waived and the bill reask
the third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to.

The vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Bryson, Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Dell,.

‘Duncan, Hatcher, Hendry, Jones, Judge, Liee, Lykes, McClen-

a1y, McKay, McKinne, McKinnon, Niblack, Powers, Robinson,,
Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Walker, Wallace and Willard—26.

Nays—Noue. :

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.
Senate bill No. 41

An act to change the time for holding the Circunit Courts in.

the Fifth Judicial Cireuit,
Was read the second time.
Mr. Dell moved that the rules be suspended and the bill read

-the third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to.

The bill was read the third time and put upon its passage.

The vote was :
" Yeas—Messrs, Brysoun, Chandler, Cone, Crill, Dell, Duncan,
Hatcher Hendry, Jones, Judge. Lec, Lykes, Mallory, McClel-
4an, McClenny, M :Kay, McKinnon, McKinnon, Niblack, Pow-
ers, Robinson, Sharpe, Speer, Thompson, Wallrer, Wallace and
Willard—27.

Nays—None. .

So the bill passed, title as stated.

Ordered that the same be certified to the Assembly.

Mr. McKinnon moved that Messrs. McClellan and Delano be
excused until Monday ;
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Which was agreed to. -

Mr. Niblack moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be excused
antil Monday ;-

Which was granted.

Mr. McKinne moved that the Secretary be instructed to call
upon Senator C. W. Jones and request him to furnish a copy
of his-speech, delivered to the Joint Session in the Assembly
Hall on Wednesday night, the 19th inst , to be spread upon the
journal of to-morrow, and that 500 additional copies of the
journal, containing the speech, be printed for the use of the
Senate ;

Which was agreed to, and the Secretary was so instructed.

ADDRESS OF S8ENATOR JONES.

trentlemen of the Joint Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I congratulate you and the people of this republic that we
are still permitted to employ some of the old agencies and
methods necessary to a free and fair expression of the public
will. We are still allowed 10 hold popular and Legislative
clections, and at times to go through the form of electing our
rulers, even though we are not always permitted to put them
into office. We onght to rejoice and be thankful to heaven
that, while there have been many and great strides in the direc-
tion of making our government little more than the organ of
those who administer it, throngh the providence of God the
people have it yet in their power to bring it back to what it
wazg inteuded to be—a creation in their own “image aud like-
ness,”

. Two great political parties arve before the American people
to-day advocating opposing principles of government. It there
was nothing to distinguish them ‘except a struggle between

- %ins™ and *fouts” pespecting the public offices, I would say-

to you that such a contest would not justify you or Lin devot-
ing a moment’s time to its issue.  But this is not the case. If
there is avy portion of the American people who havea greater
interest than any other in preserving our present admirable sys-
tem of guvernment, with all its constitutional Tinitations, it is
this people.  Our Counstitution is the creation of pre-existing
independent communities, who, conscions of their weakness
as separated States, for certain well defined objects created the
government of the Union, with a limited number of specifio
powers, the better to protect and maiutain the rights and juris-
dictions appertaining to the several States. The importance of
leaving to the people of each State its full vontrol of every
local object and interest, and limiting the powers of the gen-
eral government to as few external duties as possible, was ac-_
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‘““nowledged at all times by onr wisest statesmen. When the
tathers determined to establish a popular government in place
of that of Great Britain, there were but two systems before
them from which they could draw as examples. The one was
the pure Democracy of ancient times, which was distinguished
by the people assembling from time to time en masse and mak-
ing their own laws. . The other was the more refined system

-of confederated republics, where a number of small States, the

better to secure protection, united together and delegated to a
central head certain powers to be used for the benefit of the
whole. Neither of these systems afforded any example of a
purely representative government, whicl is the administration

-af the will of the people through agents selected for the pur-

pose.  Thisis what distinguishes our government from every
ather : That all public authority emanates from the people, and
is carried into effeet through small bodies and individoals whom

‘they have sclected for the purpose.

Under such a system as this, the first and nost important

‘thing to be considered is how {ar and to what extent have the

yeople anthorized their agents to go in exercising public au-
thority ¥ It the agents of the people have the right to do
whatever they please after they get into oftice, the government
will soon cease to be a representative one, and will become des-
votiv, where ralers are masters and the people slaves,  There
snust be then in every purely representative government a charg
—Constitution, or to use a familiar expression, a power of attor-

ey which sets forth the extent of the authority which the peo-

ule have confided to their agents. The Constitution of the
United States is uothing but a great power of attorney, in
which the people of the United States have set forth certaiy
powers which their agents and servants may exercise while
nolding public office. 'This kind of government necessarily
zives exirtence to two opposing theories or opinions respecting
its administration.  The one recognizing the people as the orig-
‘nal rource of all power, and bowing to the supremacy of their
witl, never favors or advocates the exercise of an aunthority for
which a plain warrant or pewer of attorney from the people
cannot be found. The other, while admitting that all public
offices must emanate from the people, and that they are trosts
for the benefiv of the publie, upholds a system of usurpatiou
and tolerates the undemocratic doctrine that when explicit an-
ihority cannot be found to do a particalar act, the agent may
do it anyhow, it he thinks the good of the people reguire it.
We have in this country to-day two political parties, each

.claiming to be nearer to the people than the other, which ad-

wocate these respective doctrines. The Democratic party, still
adhering to the principles of Jefferson and Madison, holds that
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the Constitution of the United States is a chart furnished by
the people to limit and countrol the action of every department
of the government, and unless u power can be found there it 18
eriminal nsurpation to exercise it. The Republican party, also
true to the genius of its origin and with opposite views and
purposes, pays little regard to the limitations of the Constitu-
tion, and seldom hesitates to do anything which it considers

" necessary for party success. Hence, you see that the great
_ contest between these rival parties is for the extension of power

under a system of construction on the one hand, and the ob-
servance of the limitations aud restrictions imposed by the
people upon their servants on the other. The Republicans,
having been in power all through the period of the war, and
still controlling the Executive Department of the government,
are disposed to eontinuc the same methods and maxims which
were resorted to in"the midst of hostilities, and which met with
ready acquiescence by the people from necessity.. - What better
proof can be required of this fact than the resistance which
every member of that party offered to the repeal of the law,
which was passed avowedly as a war measure, which anthor-
izes the use of armed soldiers at the clections of the people?
‘This law, enacted as it was to meet a condition of things no
longer in existence—to preserve peace at the polls in a time of
actual war—the Republican party has persisted in continuing
in operation for fifteen yearvs of profound peace. In Great
Britain, for more than two hundred vears, it has been a high
penal ofiense for any ofticer to bring a body of armed meu
within two miles of a voting place on clection day; while in
republican America, where the people rule, soldiers and sbips
of war have been ordered within easy range of our election
places for the parpose of using their arms if, in the jndgment
of those in command, it became necessary to do so. Outrages
of this kind bave not been confine! to the South, where excusex
have been found by the Republicans for the most flagrant
usurpations of power: but in the free North, aiso, the mailed
hand of tyranny has been felt, which fact goes to show, what 1
have always contended for, that the liberties of this people are
inseparable, and that ounr fellow-citizens in the other quarters.
of the Union cannot consent to the invasion or destruction of
our rights and freedom without endangering their own. After
trampling under foot every sacred right and maxim which waa
cherished among the jewels of freedom at the South, this same
party, flushed with arrogance and power, commenced vo attack
the rights and liberties of the people of the North. The ex-
periment was made first in Pennsylvania and then in New

“York. But, thanks to the efforts of the liberty-loving spirits

of thege States, the projectors of those assanlts npon the cita-
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el of freedom were met at its very threshhold, and with the

principles of Democracy inseribed upon their banners, the peo-
ple compelled the advocates of despolism to abandon their bold
design. It is refreshing even now to recur to the utterances of
men like Governor Geary of Pennsylvania, and John T, Hoffman
of New York, when it was attempted to make the military sa-
perior to the eivil power at the North. '

GOVERNOR HOFFMAN’S ELOQUENT PROTEST.

The Democratic Governor of New York, Mr, Hoffman, at the
meeting of the Legislature in Jannary following the events
referred to in his message, speaking of this outrageous viola-
tion of law, said :

Since the edjournment of the Legisiature, the Federal government has
ussumed to interfere, directly, by its ofticers and arimed forces, with elec-
tions in this State. The pretext was fear that the right of suffrage would,.
in some way, be denied to' the cliss of persons upon whom it had been
conferred by the fifiecenth amendment 10 the Constitution of the United
States. It was a mere pretext; for our State Legislature at iis last session:
promptly altered our. election Jaws to conform with that amendment so
soon as it was declared adopted. Moreover, that class of voters had exer-
cised their new right freely and without the least molestation at our Siate
election, which took place in May last.

Congress, neveriheless, enacted a law for the ostensible purpose of su-
pervising the election of Congressmen only, snd the President was au-
thorized to employ the army and navy to enforce certain of its provisions.
Under color of this act the President and other United Siates ofticials
claimed the right to supervise the entire electio , not only for Representa-
tives in Congress, but for State and local officers. In the city of New
Yurk special prepurarions were made to enforee thiselaim, A large num-
ber of United States Deputy Marshals and Supervisors were appointed,.
many of whom were men of well” known disrepmiabie characters, and
some of whom had been convicted eriminals; a class of dangerous men
never before chosen by any raling authority in any community as conserva-
tors of the peace.  They were instrocted, under advice of the Atlorney-
Qeneral of the United States, 1o submit to no interference from any quar-
ter under State or municipal anthority. Ordors were issued which anihor-
qzed them, in the diseretion of each one of them, o arrest at the polls
citizens claiming the right to voig, as -well us the mspectors, who were
<harged by law with the custody of 1he ballot-boxes.  These arrests were
to be effected without process of luw, issued upon formal complaints.

Then telling what steps he had taken with the best organi-
zed regimenta of New York, to guard all the rights of every
citizen, he said:

Notwithstanding all this, by the President's orders, United States troops.

were brought from distant posis and quariered in the city of New York,

and ships of war were ancliored in its harbor. It was certainly not un-

reasonable 10 expect that the fitst drop ol citizens' blood shed in the city

of New York by Federal troops in time of peace might lead to terrible re-

sults, involving great loss ot life nnd incalculable desiruction of property..
% N

3t i * * 2* * * *

" At the last moment, that is to say, the afternoon immediately before the
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¢lection, the officers of the United States fortunately and wisely aban-
doned 1lie extreme grgundd they bad wken, and niered into a siijalation
with the foenl anthorities of New Yok City, in my presence, which re-
anlted i preventing any armed interterence by troops, el her of the Uuited
Biates ur the Siate, .

To depend lor the peace and order of localties on 1he Federal govern-
nent is not self-government ; 1o substitute the regnbar soldier wirth his
musket as a peace officer in 1he place of the con table with lis writ, isnot
to preserve thé pence, It 10 establish the condition of war; to surrender
elections to 1he control of the military, and over-ride Lhe expression of
the free will of the people. :

TROOPS 1IN PENNSYLVANIA AND GOVERNOR GEARY’S PROTEST.

In the preceding year, 1869, when an election for Governor
and State officers aloue, was to be held in the State of Pennsyl-
vania, an armed body of marines were brought to the polls in
the third precinct of the fifth ward of Philadelphia. This
armed body of Federal troops took possession of the polls and
kept them closed for an hour, and when they did allow the.
election to proceed they exercised the right to allow or disal-
low citizens to vote.

In commenting upon this extraordinary and outrageous in-
terference of the Federal soldiery, Gen. Johe W. Geary, the
Republican Governor of Pennsylvania in his next anuual mes-
sage 10 the Legislature of that State, said :

The employment of United States troops at elections, without the con—
zent of the Jocal and Siate governments, has recently received consilera—
ble attention and apprebension.  Itis regarded asan interference with 1he
sovereizn rights of the Statcg which wag not contemplated hy the tonpilers
of the general government, and if persisted in must lead to resulis disas-
trous 1o peace and harmony.  The praciice is one so serious in its charac-
ter, and so injurions in its tendencies, as to merit promp consideration
und decisive action, not only by the General Assembly, bt by « ongress.

- One of the complaints of 1the colonisis agamst the British King was the op-

pression growing out of the asswinption of this power. They said: * He
has kKept among as, in times of peace; standing armies without the consent
of our Legi-latures,” and what ig especially pertinent to the case in point,
“he has affecied o render the mulitary ipdependent of, and superior to
the civi! power.”  The alleged authority for the use of troops at our State
eleeiions is derived from the tenth section of an Act of Congress, approved
Muy 81, 1870, entitled, “ An Act to enforce the right of cilizens of the
Uuited Siates to vote in 1he several States of the Union, and for other pur-
pase 8, * which aurhorizes United Siates Marshals 1o call to their assistunce
“snch portion of the land and naval forces of the United States, or of the
militia, as may be necessury to the performance ot the duty with which
they are charged, and 1o insure a faithtul observance of the fifieenth
amendment io the Constuution of the United States.””  But it must be o
forced construction of this law that will justity the presence ot armed na-
tional farces at our places of election whien no necessity exisis therelor,
and where their presence is caleulated 1o provoke collision. With a gong
President, the exercise of the power reterred to might bhave no injarions

" resulis, but in the hands of a bad man, governed by personal ambiion, it

might prove exceedingly ealamitous, Cnconsciously, & good President
might be induced o employ it wrougtully ; & bad one would be almost
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vertain lo use it lor his own advaucement.  Under uny circumstances, iw
my opinion, it is unsafe amd antagonistic to the principles that should

govern our Republiean institutions. At the last October election United

States troops were stationed in Philadelphia {ov the avowed purpose of
entoreing the election laws.  This was done withont the consent, or even
the knowledge of the civil anthorities of either the city or the State, and
without any expressed desire on the part of the citizens, and, as far as can
be ascertained, without existing necessity.  From a conscientious convie—
tion of its importance, T have.called, your attention 1o this subjeet. A
neglect o have done so might have heen construed as an indorsement of

measure ihat meets my ungualified disapproval.  The civil authoritics ol

Pennsylvauis have always been, and ave siill, competent to protect its cit-
izens in the excrcise of their clective franchige, -and the proper and only
time for the United States military forces to intervene would be when ther
power of the eommonwealth i cxhausted, and their nid is lawfolly re-
quired. -

These attempts Lo overtuwrn the traditions of the country and
the principles of our Constitution were followed up by stiil
more desperate efforts in the same direction at the South, until
thousands of good Nepublicans became alarmed for the safety
of our institutions, and denounced them. The result is well
known. - The House of Representatives became Democratie,
and afterwards the Senate,  Bat, notwithstanding the severe
condemnation and defeat which these open and flagrant at-
tempts at contralization in its worst form had received, the Re-
publican party has never permitted au opportunity to pass
which aflorded o pretext for the use of wilitary power.  The
Democratic party, in obedicnce 1o the teachings of Jeflerson,
{the idol of the people), aud anxious to hring back the govern-
ment to o full reeopnition of the greas fruth upon which it is
fonnded-—that it mast five by and through the sapport of the

free opinion amd consent of the people, and not by force—en-

deavored 1o repeal the laws anthorizing the use of soldiers as

the polls,  Tn this they were defeated by the Republicans, who,.

trampling under ot the genius and glory of our popnlar sys-

tern, have fallen baek upon all the old, cyrannical and exploded-
expedicrts of the darker days of the world when man was.
crnshed o the carth by brate power.  1F there is one thing

which s vver distinguished the Denwcratie pavty more than
another, 133 its great eonfidence in the honesty aml justige of
the prople. W live at a Uime whon distenst in the masses has
ripened nto o maxim with many people, and we heav iv pro-
claimed en every hand that the time has aveived when the free-
dom of ihe moltitnde must be restricted, the vights of the peo-
ple eat down, and the powers of the government made stronger,

20 that it may be better prepared to vrotect the vast jnterests.

which have grown up in recent years in the country.  Let not
the masses of the people be deceived with respect to the mean.
ing of all this clamor for & grand and strong government.
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In other countries, where the vight to govern is claimed v
have descended from heaven upon certain families and moun.,.
and where the people have little or no voice in the administra-
tion of public aftairs, the sirengthening of the government
means little more than the increase of the executive or chief
power in the State at the expense of some privileged order or
favored class, which are permitted to enjoy rights and privi-
leges which are denied to the great body of the people. 'What
matters it, in LRussia, or Anstria, or Turkey, so far, at least, us
the people are concerned, how much the government is strength-
ened 7 There, it only means the restriction or the taking away
of the power of onc set of tyrants, and vesting it in another.
The body of the people neither lose nor gain in such countries
by such changes. Despotism is the vule of the State, and-
whether the power to administer it is in one hand or a thousand:
hands, the slavery and degradation of the people is the same.

. But bere, at least in theory, the case is very different. All

power under our government comes from the people, Our
rulers, instead of being original and divine repositories of au-
thority to exercise at discretion for the common good, ave scr-
vants and trustees of the masses of the people. Their powers
are limited and defined, and never onght to be greater than is
necessary to protecs every member of society in the enjoyment
of the enlarged rights which .appertain to him under a liberal
government.,

Under a system like ours, whenever the powers of the gov-
ernment ave increased, the rights of the people ave diminished,
for it would be impossiblc to make onr government strong
without rendering the people weak., A certain amount of au-
thority is necessary in every govermment 1o restrain the indi-
vidual passions of men and protect the weak.  And here comes
in 3 question of the greatest importance at the present time -
The gradual but certain increase of the powers of the generad
government, not by smendment. of the Constitution, bat by the:
construction of its powers by those who administer it, justly
alarms our most. thoughtful men.  With Thomas Jettorson, T
favor the full and frec exercise of every power and jnrisdiction
conferred upon the Federal govermment by the people of the
United States, but | ¢anunot consent tluat these powers und ja-
risdictions shalt be ascertained and determined by a process of
vefined constructions whieh wonld make the government of the
United Staves omnipotent and unlimited. Iadherc tothe doctrine
that the Federal goverment, within the sphere of its just powers.
is supreme snd sovereign, and that our Censtitution is the su-
preme law of the land. But we ave iiving nnder two distinet
governments, and what belongs to the one canmuot helong 10
the other. Some imaginc that it is wise to strengthen
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and increase the powers of the Federal government at the
expense of the Statex. Is this true? There can be no doubt
but that the Republican party looks upon the State govern-
ments with contempt, and would abolish them altogether if
it could, Where, then, T ask you, would be the liberties of the
masses of the people? The mujority of the American people
this day is compozed of men who fulfill every day the decree
of their Maker and earn their bread by the sweat of their
brows, No portion of our population has a greater interest in
maintaining a mild, inexpensive and liberal government than
they have. Here the humble and obscure have opportunities
which they could not have under any other government or in
any other land.  Why is this? Because simplicity in govern-
ment, and a division of its powers between the States and the
United States, has kept down that haughty spirit of domination
which is to be found under all systems where grand and pow-

erful establishments give rise to privileged eclasses and ranks .

and castes in life, all of which artificial distinctions degrade the
lower or humbler classes to conditions little above that of the
beasts of the field. The Democratic party to-day is doing bat-
tle for the presevation of that kind of government which can
alone secare the rights and uphold the dignity of the toiling
masses of America. It had a right to say what it has said in
its platform : * That it is the friend of the working man,” and
I wonld not be here npholding its doctrines if I did not believe
in my inmost heart that this is trune. Depend upon it, the
Demacratic idea of government is the only one which can live
side by side with the Consiitutional system. The rights and
powers of the- States are just as essential to the libery and
security of the people, as the existence ot the Unton is to the

equality and freedom of the States.  Our late platform rpoke .

ont in favorofhome rule, On this subject onr adversaries were si-
fent. But thissilence surprisesnoone whounderstands the genius
and object of the Republican party. It is easy to delude the
thoughtless with a highly-colored picture of a grand and pow-
erfulwgovernnwnt,, located at Washington, and dwspensing its
favors and patronage throngh thousands of servile oftice-hold-
ers, who lold the simple insiitutions of the States in contempt.
But let the people reflect upon what they would be without

. home rale.

It is the boast of the Republican party that it has taken
away from the States more of their local powers and jurisdie-
tions than any party that cver existed in this country. This is
true. Before its advent to power, neither a soldier, a supervi-
gor, nor a United States Deputy Marshal was ever heard of at
the polls at any election of the people. The citizens of each
State, under its own local laws, voted for all elective officers,

113

“both Btate and national, and the hand of the Federal Govern-
ment was never seen.  Hvery citizen then felt that it was his
-duty to preserve the inviolability of the ballot-hox, becaust
it protected all his rights, and was part of that domestis .
system which was cherished like a household god. The era of
frand began with the era of Republican uxurpation, . The States
were robbed, foully robbed, of a sacred right which, for eighty
years of our history, had vever been guestioned ; and the best
security of free elections was destroyed when the power of su-
pervising and regulaiing them was divided between State and
Federal officials.  The wise tramers of our Constitution guarded
with jealous care the separate powers of the two governments,
and the wildest Federalist never imagined that the governmente
-of the Siates and that of the Uniun could ever exercise the.
-dame power over the same subject at the same time. :
The Constitation of the Union declares that the gualifications
of voters for members of the State Legislatares shall control in.
the election of members of Congress.  That is, the State gov-
ernments were to prescribe the fitness and capacity of every
-elector who should vote for 2 member of Coungress, and such ig

- the law to-day. Siill we see the Federal authorities all over

the Union appointing supervisors and marshals for the purpose
of sitting in judgment upon the qualifications and rights of
voters under State laws. If the States have the right to fix the
-qualificationa of voters, both for members of Congress and the
State Legislatures, as they nuquestionably have, it is a clear
and dangerous usurpation of power for the Federal Govern-
ment to exercise the authority of deuiding, in any case, whether
or nut the voter possesses the gualifications which the govern-
ment of the Siate has prescribed. So long as there is no dis-
crimination to be found in the State laws against any person on
account of race, eolor, or condition, there is nothing to justify

* Federal interference.  The Democratic party endeavored to re-

peal the laws which the Republicans enacted transferring the
{ime-honored right of the people of the Siates to regulate their
own elections to the General Government. The effort was de-
feated, but we appeal to every liberty-loving man in the Union
for a justification of our action. The only hope of preserving
a'genuine popualar government on this continent is by upholding
our admirable system of home rule, and keeping the General
Government confined to those external duties and powers which
the States are nbt competent to exercise.

The fathers of our Constitution knew: very well that if all the
powers of government were centered in a Congress and an ex-
ecutive at Washington, before hulf a century had passed it
would be beyond the control of the people. 1f, with the lim-
ited functions which the Federal government now possesses,

8s



114

you fiud it so hard to keep up with its operations, how much-
more would the people be overwhelmed in mystery and confu-
sion respecting its action, if it united with the powers of gen-

eral, all the authority of local legislation? The business of

your State government i3 so close to the people that its details
are familiar to every intelligent citizen. . But suppose that all:

the powers and duties now exercised by your State government.

were (ransferred to the government of the United States.
What would you be able to tell of the workings of such a large,.
complicated and remote establishment? Everything which
tends to involve the operations of government is mystery, and
to increasc it in grandeur and power goes to decrease vespon-

gibility in-oftice, adds to the methods and means by which cor-.

ruption is shielded, aud lessens the importance and dignity of

‘the citizen, Ly substituting in his heart sentiments of slavish

adulation and worship, for that manly respect and confidence
which freedom of thonght and intelligent insight into public-
atfairs never fail to wspire, 3 :

Any man who will take the pains to look into the proueed-
ings of Congress dwring the past few years, will see that the
great issuc between the two parties has been a contest for the
preservation of the rights of the people on the one side, and
the claims of centralized power on the other. The temptation
on the part of the public rulers to increase and-usurp officiat
power is 80 great, that when any servant of the people is found
contending for a diminution of his own authority, it is evi-
dence of high pnblic virtue. . : :

The Democratic Congress hus been denounced all over the
country because the Touse of Representatives, which is the

only body that reflects the will of the American peoplé, in their-
aame and for their Interest elaimed the right to protect their

congtituents by their power over she public purse.  The Cou--

stitution hiaving wisely conferved upon this body the power to

originate money bills, after the cxample of the lnglish Com-
mons, anit feeling that the great majority of the people which
it represented were suffering grievances wnder existing legisla-
tion demanded as a condition o a vote of supply that such leg-
islation should be ropealed. 1 endorsed that demand at the time

it was made, and { eadorse the principle of it now. - Isay to

you, that a more important principle never existed in auy frec
Constitution than this; and that without it the people have no.
efiectual safe-gnard for the protection of their Jtberties.

The Democrats insisted that the Avmy is the ercature of
Comgress, Tor the Constitution says su.e No appropriation for
its support can be made for a longer period than fwo years.
As thebill for its support must originate with: the representa-
tizes of the people, have thev not the right to say what the

115

Democratic House did say, that they would give o money for

.the support of the Army, except upon the condition that it
should not be employed against the liberties of the people?

'The doctrine of the Republicans is that the people’s represent-
atives have no right to do this; that they must vote money for
the Army even if they know that it is to be employed to
trample under foot the liberiies of the country. :

Then look at the course of the Republicans with respect to the
test oath and jury law! Not until the Democrats came into
power in Congress was it possible for any relief to be secured
for the peoplo of this section by the passage of a fair jury law,
or & repeal of the test oath. And I'have the satisfaction of be-"
ing able to say to my constituents, that I made the motion in
the Senate sancus which led to the appointment of a committee
of three Senators to confer with a like committee on the part of
the House, to take into consideration these two important ques-
tions ; and this movement finally ended in the legislation which
brought relief to the people. And I have often said, and still
say, that the reform of the jury law and the repeal of the test
oath, which placed it beyond the power of any set of offieials
to pervert public justice in the courts of the United States, was
worth the extra session of Coungress.

At no time since the formation of the government have pub-
licmen been so unfairly represented as have the representatives
of the Democracy of the South by their Republican adversa-
ries. Since March, 1875, this section has had a majonty of
Democrats in Congress. In the Senatc, T have had a good op-
portunity of noticing the comrse and action of the Southern
members, and never did any set of men better discharge their
duties to their States and the country, than those much-abused
Senators. There was a time when there was a solid Republican
representation from this section in Congress ; and what did they
do to entitle their party to the hoasts which werc made for it that.
to it alone should be contided the high prerosative of govern-
ing the country? What impartial citizen will say, after a re-
trospeet of the past, that the best interests of the republic are
not as safe in the hands of men like Tawpton, Tl Lamar,
Ransom, Morgan and-Garland, as they wouald be in the hands
of West, Flanagan, Spencer, Gilbert, Patterson, Clayton,
Dorsey, Osborn, or even my late colleagne? We have ‘been
arraigned by a distinguished leader in the Republican party for
the power we have acquired in Congress aupon committees,
smee the Houses became Dewmocratic,.  The separate interests
of individual States an@ sections have been compared by min-
ute and elaborate caleulation, to show that representation on
the leading committees” of the Senate and House oughs to he
determined by the wealth and popnlation of the States, and not
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by the individua) fitness of the members. When was the doc-
trine of State independence and distinctiveness carried farther
than in this argument ? If one thing was better understood than
another, when our Constitution was adupted, it was, that under
the new government the States should_be in all respects equal
in the Senate. The State of New Yok, with her 5,000,000 of
people and her incalculable wealth, has better reacon to com-
plain because she has only the same numher of members there
as Delaware ; than she has because one of Delaware’s Senators
is Chairman of the Committee on Finance. Still, the Constitu-
tion ignores the wealth and population of this great State alto-
gether, and gives to the smallest State in the Union equal power
with her in the Senate. = '
Bat if there is anything in the pretensions of the Republican
party respecting the national character of our government, it
must be the principle which is the text of all their platforms
and speeches—that over all things falling within their broad
ideas of Federal jurisdiction, the government of the pation is
8o full, complete and exclusive, that no conception of distinct
or concurrent power, or geographical divisions, can be permit-
ted to disfigure its grand uniformity. I was as much prepared
t0 hear of Colonel Ii gersoll reversing all his severe judgments
respecting the Christian church, and applanding the la)fmrs of
Knox and Luther ; as to hear the first mind in the Riepublican
party proelaim to the country that in the administration of na-
tional affuirs, within the National Goverument, the separate and
distinet interests of any State, under its local organization,
could be considered. I was led to believe that the fullowera of
Hamilton, with their broad conceptious of national life and pow-
er, when surveying the wide ficld of Federal jurisdiction, never
could be brought down to note the mouuds and streams which
indicate the limits of State power between the Hudson and the
Delaware. Hard pressed. indeed, must that party have been
for an argament to inflame and excite the prejudices of the
North against this people, when its most eloquent and thought-
ful statesman trampled under foot all its hoasted dogmas of na-
tionality, and, for the sake ~f adding a little more gull to the

qup of party and sectionat bitterness, took to his bosom what -~ §

his party has so often called the “blood-stained doctrine of
State rights.” .

My fellow-citizens, the contest belween the two great parties
ia fraught with the most important consequences to this section,

and to the country. It has been my fortune to 4carn much of-

Jablic sentiment in the other quarters of the Union. I have
teen with my own eyes, and heard with my own ears, the effects
f Republican teachings, However much we may differ about
general policies and principles applicable to the whole country,
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- we cannot differ over the importance of putting out of the way,

every-impediment which obstracts the cultivation of peace and
harmony, and the growth of our prosperity. . I do not believe
that the Republican party is animated by a single generous
feeling or purpose toward the South. Many good men within
it are candid, sympathizidg and humane; but the organization
iteelf derives its life-sustaining power from the bitterness and
hostility which it has creat -d in the Northern mind against the
people of this section of the Union. T never expected to see
another Presidential campaign conducted as the late one was.
1 had such an abiding faith in the intelligence and justice of
the majority of the Northern Republicans, that I did not be-
lieve it possible for them to be worked up again to the heat and
passion which they exhibited towards us. We are powerless to
Jharm them or their interests, and the world can see how easily
their prejudices can be set in motion when the unmeaning and
absurd cry of a “solid South” is all-suflicient to stir their deep-
est and worst passions. - The effect of this condition of things
upon our material prosperity is damaging beyond calculation.
It is t00 plain for argument, that this party would have the
South a howling wilderness, if it could make it one. It sneers '
at and depreciates everything which indicates improvement
among us, The least increase of wealth or population, which
in any other country, would excite a just pride and a feeling of
security from an addition to its power, 18 here attributed te
forgery and fraud, in order to destroy confidence in our power
of recuperation. How a party like this, which is the open,
avowed and deadly enemy to Southern prosperity and happi-
ness, could hope to have strength here, is beyond comprehen-
#ion, Some there are who cannot see its aims and objects. To
these I might address the words of a great poet:

“Like the lamb that's doomed 1o bleed to-day,
Had he thy reason, would he ¢kip and play,
And prance about, enjov his merry mond,
And lick the hand that’s raised to shed his blood?”

In my judgment there is but one course open to the men
who feel, as I do, in regard to the interests of the country, and
that is to stand firm to Democratic principles. Depend upon
it, there is no hope of putting down sectionalism and restorin
harmony and prosperity to the whole country except by am
through the Democratic party. Do not be afraid of being re-
proached for your principles; any man who understands them
knows how to defend them.

I need not refur to the improved condition of our State since
it has been under Democratic rule. This subject is as well
known to yon as to me. I well remember the condition it wes
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in during the dark days of Republican rule. For a time our
people were disheartened ; the prospect of getting control of
the State government was gloomy. 1 feel some pride in the
humble part which I took in the beginning of, and through the
contest for redemption. My county was the first of the num-
ber, under the control of our adversaries, that was wrested from
them. The result then satisfied me that all that was necessary
to success in the State, was the same spirit and energy which
was displayed by us in that contest. _ '
And now let me say, that while I uphold the principles of
Jefferson and Madison and Jackson, the best expounders of
Democratic faith, I shall never be behind any man in support-
ing and advocating any and every measure which is intended

‘to promote the honor and welfare of our whole country. For

one, I shall never submit to the imputation that a lover of the
Republic and our system of government capnot follow the
teachings of these distinguished men, or that loyalty and devo-
tion to the country is not to be found in the party to which I
belong. As a defender of the rights of the States and the people
under the Constitution, I shall always uphold the just authority
of the Union; and if, in the exuberance of my love for the prin-
ciples of liberty and the rights of man, I shall, at any time, op-
pose the inroads and aggressions of power, it will not be for
want of sincere attachment and reverence for the Constitiition,

“but because I would shield and protect it from the disasters

that always follow in the train of usurpation)

The poverty of my speech will not permit me to express to
you my gratitude for the honor you have. conferred upon me.
My heart is too full at this moment for my weak and tremulous
tongue to convey to you the least conception of the feelings

which your kindness and partiality have inspired. Coming’

among you as I did a fortuneless stranger, before the softness
of youth had given way to the tull maturity of manhood, and
with nothing to commend me but a willingness to labor, I found
here all the encouragement and support which the loftiest ideas
of buman brotherhood ever secured for the most distinguished
visitor, With you, and among you, all the sober and severe
lessons of my life have been learned. I brought you nothing
but a poor contribusion to your field of productive industry,
and when, through the encouragewents of friendship; I finally
antered the more enlarged arena of intellectnal thought, T little
imagined that the day would come when, in addition to-all my
previous obligations to you, I would have added that which
nothing but the highest and greatest exhibition of liberality
and confidence could impose. : C
I thank you,
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“Upon motion, the Senate went into executive Session 2t
12:35 o’clock P. M. S SRR

At 1:10 the doors were opened. : -

Mr. Dell moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow
smorning at 10 o’clock; -

Which was agreed to.

‘Whereupon the Senate was so adjourned.

CONFIRMATIONS.

.J. Iza Gore, to be Collector of Revenue for.Levy county.
John F. McDonell, to be County Judge for Levy county.
‘Lewis Appell, to be Assessor of Taxes for Levy county.
William C. Brown, to be Clerk of the Circuit Court for
{Hillsborough county. N .
Henry I. Crane, to be County Judge. for Hillsborough
.county. ) T .
D. Isaac Cratt, to be Sheriff for Hillshorough county.
W. B. €. Duryee and H. H. Linvills, to be Commissioners of
Pilotage in Nassau county. v
William H. Garland, to be Assessor of Taxes in Nassau
«county. o
'f. B. Buckman, to be Clerk of the Circuit Court for Duval
<county. ' . CL
Uriah Bowden, to be Sheriff for Duval county.
W. A. McLean, to be County Judge for Duval couuty.
J. A. Carlisle, to be Clerk of the Circuit Court for Alachus
Jgcounty. : i : o o
Y. 0. Gardner, to be County Judge for Alachua cqunt:;y.

‘,SLATURDAY, January 22, 1881. =

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
" The President in the ehair. : o
" The roll wag called and the following Senators answered to
~their names : ' _ ‘ o

Messrs. Bryson, Chandler, Cole, Cone, Crill, Delano, Deli,
Duncan, Hatcher, Hendry, Judge, Lee, Liykes, .M,",Clé‘_‘PX’,M}‘f"
Kay, McKinne, McKinnon, Niblack, Polhill, Powers, Robi-
-5on; Sharpe, Speer, and Thompson—24.

P

A, quorum present.
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