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OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND IMMIGRATION.

TaLLagassEE, Fra., January 1, 1881,
To His ExcerLLENcY, GEORGE K. DREW,
Governor of Florida :

Sik: I have the honor to submit my report as Commissioner-
of Lands and Immigration for the years 1879 and 1880::

LAND SALES.

During the past two years the quantity of. State land disposed
of has Deen as follows : School Lands, 3,312.59 acres for $4,300.-
95 ; Seminary Lands, 589.82 acres for $1,439.53 ; Swamp Lands,
159,73%7.25 acres for $112,538.55 ; Internal Improvement Lands,
9,211.87 acres for $13,177.56, making an aggregate of 172,851,
53 acres disposed of for the amount ot $5,131,455.59.

Of the foregoing the following quantities of land have been
disposed of as follows : .

To Sidney 1. Wailes the State agent, at Washington, for the
adjustment of land: claims in payment for services rendered in
procuring the confirmation and patenting of Swamp Lands, 33,-
841.47 acres of the Swamp Lands. To Williams & Swann for
selecting lands under their contract of March 4, 1871, 3,270.19
acres of Swamp Lands and 4,837.98 acves of Internal Improve-
ment . Lands, amounting in value to %9,425.92. To Williams,,
Swann & Corley for selecting lands under their contract of
May 10, 1873, 2,048.56 acres of Swamp Launds and 40.18 acres of
Internal Improvement Lands, amounting to $1,741.45, and in ad--
dition to the foregoing the trustees have certified to the St..
Johns and Lake Kustis Railway Company the lands granted by-
the 4th section of chapter 3169 of the Laws of Florida, ap-.
proved Febzuary 20, 1879, entitled An act to incorporate the.
St. Johns and Lake Eustis. Railway Company, 14,605.62 acres
of Swamp Lands, making the total quantity of State land dis--
posed of during the two,.years, 187,457.15acres..
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STATE SELECTIONS.
Since the 1st day of January, 1879, the following patents for

‘Swamp Lands have been received from the United States:

Patent No. 19, former Tallahassee, now Gainesville, Dist. 4,639.§0 acres
Patent No. 12,’ former St. Augustiﬂe, now Gainesvill,e Dist. 29,509.75 acres
Patent No. 1, Gainesville Distriet................ eeaean 15,761.§6 acres
Patent No. 17, former Tampa, now Goinesville, District.... §8§,360.04 acres
Patent No. 18, former Tampa, now Gainesville, District.... a_la,51¢._l.68 acres
Patent No. 19, former Tampa, now Gainesville, District.... o 53&,99:). 15 acres
Patent No. 20, former Tampa, now Gainesville, District.... 2,282,667.07 acres
POl .« e eeenvrseeaaaacsssasanennssssnsansnss 3,795,448_.65 acres
“The quantity previously patented Was.......ooueeeeeeeanns 10,677,016.15 acres
Making total patents rectgive(l. e Ceeeraeas e ' 14,442 464,80 acres
The quantity disposed of prior to Jan- .
nary 11877, was.....ovianeonns 1,497,272.27 acres . 0o
Disposed of since......coavveiennaans 187,457.15 acres— 1,684,720.42 acres
Balance on BAnd. ..o ovvrreenreenraoansoasarsnsansasarsoss 12,757,735.58 acres

The amount of debt for which these lands are pledged is the
interest upon the bonds issued by the railroad companies under
the Internal Improvement Act of 1855. As well as can be ascer-
tained, the outstanding bonds of said companies are as follows:

Bonds of Pensacola & Georgia R. R. CO...oovaeinniaeerieinennns 8323’300
Bonds of Tallahassee R, R. COuurueirie i inntoentannmnnacanesenees "'Z§‘000
BoDAS OFf FLOFAR. . o v veveereenasecranannnasosssasnncsssosansacsiaes o m"lOOO
Bonds of F. A. &6 G. C. R.R. GO viiiaiiiiiaeisasaiman e 31,000

TTOLAL. « o e eemeree e s aeeaneeeaseren et $699,600

The annually accruing interest is about $48,980. If the pres-

ent railroad litigation shall result in the payment of the bonds

of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroads, with
the acerued interest, from the sales of the roads, the outstand-
ing bonds for the payment of the interest on which these lands
are pledged will amount only to $259,000, with an annually ac-
cruing interest of $18,130. The whole amount of indebtedness
which has already accrued against the Internal Improvement
Fund for interest as aforesaid is not less than $600,000. )
Land claims against the General Government are under in-
vestigation, particularly the claim of the State for indemnity
for Swamp Lands sold by the United States after the date of the
Swamp Land grant, September 28,1850, and before the passage
of the act of March 3, 1857, confirming all sales and locations
of such lands made in the United States 'Land Offices, and al-
lowing the State to receive the amount of purchase-money for
the lands sold for cash,and to locate other lands in lien of those
located with warrants. Since August, 1879, agents of the Uni-
ted States, appointed by the Qeneral Land Office, and _agdfants
of the State, have been examining the lands for which in egm-
aity is claimed, and taking testimony with reference to the
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character of the lands. There is veason to hope that a final
adjustment of this claim will be made in a few months.

The claim for the Swamp Lands selected within the limits of
the former Palatka Military Reserve has been allowed, and 2
part of the selections have been patented. It had been held
that these selections were invalid by reason of the reservation,
and that the lands were subject to entry in the United States
Land Office, in consequence of which many of the lands claimed
by the State bad been taken up under the bomestead act or en-
tered at private entry in the United States Land Office.

The confirmation of the State’s title to these lands necessarily
invalidates the titles of those purchasing from the United States,
nnless some remedy is provided by legislation. The Congress
of the United States has passed an act conflrming these entries,
and aunthorizing the State to select in lien thereof an equal
quantity of land from any of the vacant and unappropriated
public lands of the United States in Florida, upon the State
filing its relinquishment of all claim to the lands so entered. I
suppose there will be no question as to the justice and propriety
of the passage of an act by the Legislature of Florida relin-
quishing the title of the State to said lands and accepting the
indemnity offered in said act of Congress.

REDEMPTION OI' LANDS SOLD FOR TAXES AND BOUGHT IN BY THE
STATE.

Under the act of February 27, 1872, 1,094.01 acres of land
and three town lots have been sold for $294.77, and the money
has been paid into the School Fund. '

Under Chapter 3111 of the Laws of Florida, entitled “An act
to repeal an act to provide for the redemption of lands sold for
taxes, approved March 7, 1877, and to dispose of lands sold for
taxes and bought in by the State or any county,” approved
Mareh 11, 1879, the following amounts have been received
since the passage of the act:

State tax proper, including expenses of sale................ $4.,658 20
General Sinking Fund. .......... ..o i, ... 141050
Special Sinking Fund.............. ..ol 664 89
State School Tax...... ... iiiiiiiiiane. e terneeaaa 509 59
County School Tax.......cviviiiiiiiiiiiiinns cvniann 2,152 43
County Tax.....c.coovnn...ul e eeectabereis i T 8,667 34

Total............... Ceieeaan e aieteieeseisaiasenas $13,062 95

The amounts received for State tax and the sinking funds,
with the exception of those received for the half year ending
yesterday, have been paid into the State Treasury. The school
taxes have been sent to the Treasurers of the County School
Boards, and the county tax has been sent to the County Treas-

10ap



146

arers. The following is the amount of county and school taxes
received for each county:

County. County Tax. School Tax
Alachua $391 00 $319 80
Bradford 41 32 14 16
Clay.. 95 2L . 05
Columb! 8148 54 05
D T R LR 1,019 26 743 02
TEECATODIA . ..oneeennroesnesnrsssssannsnsasensnaarsonse 353 61 . 34818
FrankliD, o...coeeereecsosesansssssssnassssannnssensne 146 47 149 11
GAABAGIL 2o v eennnnneranrsnassnassnmsnssronnsmsssonss 9813 93 22
Il DOTOUZN. « e vvevressenrnmansasaoananosesrmmoesess 23 55 2013
JACKBOD vavseennennnemaonssmssssnnssnsrsasanesseosces 410 372
JEMTOIBOML o vvveernvanessnsosannssnnnsnosssnescaaessecs 15022 48 55
B L TP ARy . 690 864
TLEOML oo ivevnennonnacesanssssnssasnssnonse et 41743 20772
R T 1 T AR 3 00 - 240
MBAIBOM e e s venrarrevanansmasansasss 268 49 113 57
MADALEC. oo vrenaneranranrere 13 86 831
Marion....covveeneiaraaraenans a2 2 48 01
MOTITOC, v v evnvensnasasnonnssraeseasssnasmesesomerasss 8234 87 45
NASBAN av v e v sanenormeosnonressassananeenansasonsonsasss 154 59
OFADZE. ceceeerrenanssrssansensssanassressmeeresstss 8 45 876
POIKern s eersaannemeosarasesssoassararasanusesssnascs 840 6 30
PULIAI « v v s e enanmeresesnosrossmssnarsosanusnsesensscs 11575 103 85
Bt JONMB. . ovvneereeennnnmosssanasssensmmanasessrores 12 40 11 59
QUIIIILET s e av v eenenennonas seosnsamsunensessssssanes 840 560
SUWADIEE. « v v nenvoernenssansrsnnreanssans somoremsenss 96 48 7214
2 S T TR L R LA 128 80 64 05
BT T P A 08 66 00
YVAKRIML « e e oveermaecrnsarsonerssasssonenanscrsnseses 37 50 36

Chapter 3111 needs amendment, When the law was passed,
it is evident that a very low estimate was made of the quantity
of land which would remain unredeemed on the first day of Jan-
uary, 1881.  The sixth section provides that immediately after

~ the 1st of January, 1881, a full list of the lands unredeemed
shall be advertised for four weeks, and “the lands so advertised
as aforesaid, and not redeemed, shall, on and after the first day
of Maxrch, 1881, be subject to private entry.” To comply with
this requirement, the list yust be prepared and published by
the last day of January. The number of tracts not redeemed
is not less than nine thousand, and the advertisement must not
only contain a description of each tract, but also the amonnt of
taxes due on each. To prepare the list would require the labor
of two clerks for several months. A compliance with the law
is therefore simply impossible.
amending the law so as not to require an advertisement of the
{ull list at one time, but authorizing the advertisement of a part,
from time to time, as the lists ave prepared. A full list would
abont fill three sheets of the paper upon which the Floridian is
published. The right of redemption might properly be ex-
tended to the day when the lands are subject to sale.
. As further legislation respecting these lands is necessary, I

T suggest the propriety of.
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Titﬁommeﬂ(?. that certain defects in the law be remedied and
other provisions added, to which attention has been dr: i
executing the law. v
. g .
Ims(g;h:x,pt;zr 3111 }clloes\not point out how the State’s title shall
%owedot,h e purchaser. In the redemption of lands, I have fol-
lowed e practice of’ the Comptroller’s office in transferring
ofeth ewt{enslefColéector 8 certificate with an endorsment thereo%
the fact of redemption; but when thel )
a.s?[lg“,ment authorized by,law will be 1'eq:i]:'(:f] are sold a formal
e :vlsh aleo to call attention to the fact that n.mny of the sales
vere Wz‘l?ﬁleb made of lands upon which the taxes had been
guch by ev(::]ln:;gzlgn:ﬁ'elscn(ﬁ; authorized to purge the list in
§ 3 . ollector’s receipt is sho :
ifl:s co(rinfel hno lt;ltle on the State, but cloudI:;ha,t of g;:e. ov?rl;:l}'l
A e'mlle y should be provided similar to that enacted by the 1 ¢
egis a.thure n reference to lands offered under th 4 ob
ruary 27, 1872, © act of Feb-
de}ilrll i%el%;g:orrl:irr:be?tcl)f cases the dgsci-iption i8 t0o vague and in-
definite to con dy title to any particular lands. A full and clear
dosor l?e Cu 13 indispensably necessary to make the sale valid
Bus the hgl:-léntlssiwnfrd cannot strike these cases from his list,
Thorived by T tt;](lzel:wz :gzz in the ﬁzdvertisement, unless au-
. hem out. By way of illustrati
gﬁm.?lﬂiﬁe:tro?lf f:lll-::f' d,l,esc‘:‘rlgtmnls, taken at ra?;dom: “lliiaétg):lzeg
ling ks ne lot east Sw * br. 5
f‘l,E;OO_z:.,(:l‘? Oon the Arredondo grant;” “Hmftseet Zx?ttieiotbliznﬁh ;.
ig?nlgnti]at ; ne;&ha]f lot 3, block 74, Jacksonville,” &c., &c anI-
think that nie Attorney-General and Oompt,rollér shonld eon-
stitue o o in?lsl;lion to decide what descriptions are so uncer-
fain a5 Lo iutz _'at,e the tax sale, and that the Commissioner
souldbe a,‘ls orized to strike all such cases from his list
There a taxegoiﬁa.zes Wh(.are lands Iying in one county have been
e e di%g:‘-ge:; » and where the same property has been
pssessed o nt persons and sold twice for taxes at the
.-[ . P - . )
a ;\;,l\l'llic;:g a‘a.]ll,tfl;;wu_ also to another fact that appears upon
the tax Jists, or 1;1 ) :ta:t 1; the inequality and want of uniformity
m the tax. | Son of the lands bought in" by the State, as long
20 a3 18 1), 1x en the valuation and rate of taxation were hi b,
cannot t theec)f:eme'd without the payment of move than the tguli
vae of the %eggzlt;zd OI.t 18 certain that in such cases the lands
Nothing. i v purchased, and the State will profit
I 3 W
arbiz;:,xr ‘?; Sn, lczss what remedy to suggest here. To make an
arbitrary 1sless.ment; of alllands and town lots at the same val
nation g‘t 0:1 clnot remove the inequality. To have anotherV:s:
ade would involve considerable expense. It would
| L ?
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perhaps, be better to adhere to the last valuation of the prop-
erty, and fix the annual tax at a reasonable rate for State, county
and school purposes.

IMMIGRATION.

Under Chapter 3151 of the Laws of the State of Florida,
passed at the last session of the Legislature, the Bureaun of Im-
migratien appointed Hon. Seth French Commissioner of %Je
Bureaun, which appointment was cqnﬁrmed by the Senate. 1I.
Trench entered at once upon the discharge of his duties, and
refer to his report as tcz1 his actings and doings under the law,

ich is hereto annexed.

Whj_lxclll1 l:rlelse interested in the settlemant of our State, and the
guestion bow best to promote immigration engages the atten-
tion of all who are interested in the development of our mani-
fold resources. If a system of internal improvements c.oul_d,b.e
carried out which would bring all sections of the State w1t¥1 in
reach of transportation, the question could easily be ansvs;eleil d.
But to accomplish this we must first relieve the lands o ‘t e
State from the liens imposed upon them by the act of a former
Legislature. Without the means of building railroads and ca-
nals, or materially aiding in their construction, the mode of in-
ducing immigration must depend mainly upon the ali]fo'uqt
which the Legislature can appropriate for the purpose. % is
only desired to reach the people of the other States in the Un-
ion. the most important aid is the publication and dlgtnbut}(in
of reliable information concerning the State, setting fairly
forth its advantages, and correcting all exrors and misrepresen-

tations. If, however, it is desired to bring gettlers f.10m E.urope,

a larger appropriation will be required than has heretofore been

made. Agencies must be established there to secure their em-

igration, and provision must be made here for their recepuog

and location. If such a plan be adopted, _properly manage

and snccessfully carried out, the result will justify the cost.

’ Respectfully submittd, .
HUGH A. CORLEY,
' Commisssoners
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BEPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION.

Hon. George F. Drew, Hugh 4. Corley, Columbus Drew,
Bureaw of Immigration:

I have the honor to submit the following report, recapitu-
lating my former report, of a period from March, 1879, to Octo-
ber, 1879.

Early in March I opened an office in Jacksonville, with Mr.
A. T. Williams as secretary, and Mr. Samuel Fairbanks to aid
in preparing a pamphlet, on the completion of which Mr.
Williams was succeeded by Mr. Fairbanks. I went North and
West in June, arranged for reduced fare for immigrants from
New York to Jacksonville. The pamphlet was issued in
August, 32,000 copies, with maps. I opened an office in
Chicago, arranged for distribution of pamphlets over the main
lines of travel, and personally distributed some 10,000 copies,
including copies to newspapers in the United States and Can-
ada. 1 also opened up from there a large correspondence, and
visited several of the Western States. Mr. Fairbanks was in
charge of the office at Jacksonville, from which were distributed
pamphlets to all parts of the country, and applications and let-
ters answered. . Fairbanks advised me daily of work at
the Jacksonville office. .

On invitation of the National Line of steamers, I visited
England, sailing August 9, arriving there the 20th. I went to
Lancashire and vicinity, and found all classes, especially farm-
ers, desirous of information about the United States, and espe-
cially Florida. Returning to Liverpool, I went to London,
where I met some gentlemen interested in immigratien, who .
accompanied me on a visit to the southwestern counties, where
great depression exists of the farming interest. While in Eng-
land I addressed many in town and country, and persomally

and by mail distributed a large number of pamphlets.

I left England the 24th of September; arrived in New York
and proceeded at once to Florida; found the work of the office
had been promptly and correctly attended to, I now en-
deavored to obtain statistics for the new edition of pamphlet to
be issued January 7, 1880. I can only say briefly that I failed
to get them in response to private letters, public letters and
circulars sent to prominent gentlemen, private and official, in
each and every county ; and the blanks suggested by Governor
Drew and placed in the assessors’ hands for collecting statistics
were so imperfectly filled as to be unavailable. I then visited
the eastern and southern counties personally, most of them, and
Mr. Fairbanks visited the counties from Nassau to Gadsden,
and though assuved of full returns, except Pntnam, not one was
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sufficiently full to be useful. Under the circumstances it was

the opinion of prominent citizens and your Board that the new

edition be delayed until the census of the United States for
1880 was taken, which would be official. Permission being
obtained, I had the services of three competent persons, and
assisted myself in copying and making abstracts of the census,
which occupied some three weeks, and on account of a delay of
returns from enumerators could not be completed until the last
of October. As soon as completed I left for Chicago, October
29, and the pamphlet went to press November 26. I mailed
from Chicago some 6,000 copies to persons who had made ap-
plication up to December 1. I should have mentioned that the
old edition being exhausted, 2,000 additional copies of the
pamphlet were ordered to be printed and distributed.

I returned to Jacksonville December 11, and find a daily

increasing demand for pamphlets, letters of inquiry and per-
sonal calls, all seeking information of and about Ilorida.

I annex a statement of receipts and disbursements on ac-
count of Bureau to date.

No charge has been made for travelling expenses to New
York, Chicago, the West and England and retarn in 1879, to
Chicago and return in 1880, or for trips in the State. I have
paid these myself from my private funds. :

. Yours respectfully,
Seran Frexch, Commaissioner.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

Permit me to add some observations and suggestions. With
some reluctance I accepted the office you honored me with, for
business and domestic reasons alone made me hesitate, as also
it was a new and untried office, and any one holding it would
be subject to adverse criticism and opposition.

Believing that the Burean would benefit the State, I have
given my time and such talents as I had to the work; and now
having, as I believe, fairly inaugurated the work for increased
immigration, T shall ask to be relieved as Commissioner, retir-
ing with the present Bureau. I believe the establishment of the
Bureau was wise, and has already advanced the interests of the
State.

The census of 1880, manifestly too low, shows an increase of -

inhabitants over the census of 1870 of nearly 50,000 over the
natural increase, being an average of 5,000 a year of immi-
grants; but as the various lines of travel, the sales and home-
steads of United States lands, the sales of State, railroad and
private lands, show the greatest increase in the last two years,
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the largest increase of immigrants has been of recent date.
That the Burean of Immigration has been the great and direct
agency in inducing this increased number, the records and cor-
respondence of the office shows, and indirectly a larger corre-
spondence of land agents and land owners has been had.

The widespread distribution of the pamphlet of 1879, the in-
.creased number of applicants for the edition of 1880, just issued,

shows that in every State, the Canadas, England, and some

Furopean countries, there is an 'interest awakened about our
State, and T believe we are ouly beginning to see the first fruits
to be followed by a large continued immigratiou.

At no period, since the establishment of the Bureau, has there
been so many applications for pamphlets, so many letters of gen-
eral and specific inquiry, ag now. From every State, Territory,
Canada and England, individuals, single families, colonies of
six, eight, ten and more announce their coming, and day by
day arc arriving. Certainly, considering the amount of the
appropriation, the results have been even greater than could be
-expected. S :

In regard to the future, I think the present act is comprehen-
sive enoungh to continue the work begun, whether with the pres-
ent or increased appropriation. With a larger appropriation
the field of operations could be enlarged with larger results,

The annual collection of statistics, I believe, to be important,
and would add to the value of future publications. A law
passed, making it the duty of each assessor to collect the sta-
tistics of their respective counties, and making their returns, as
now, to the Comptroller, I believe would effect this. The Bu-
rean could then avail itself of them. '

In our sister State, Georgia, there are laws of compulsory in-
spection of commercial fertilizers, the fees appropriated to the
support of the Burean of Agriculture, any surplus to be turned
into the general treasury. This surplus, ir 1879, was nearly
$50,000. The law is approved by both dealers and consumers,
as it assures protection from fraud. A similar law in this State
would, no doubt, produce same results, not so large bnt increas-
ing in future.

In conclusion, I would suggest that an annnal appropriation
-of $10,000 be asked for under the present organization; the ad-
ditional $5,000 could be devoted to increasing the number of
publications, to be distributed in new fields, especially in for-
eign countries, :

Our present immigration has been of the very best, mostly
from the United States, from Great Britain, a few from France,
-Germany, Sweden, &c.  Generally they have come with more
or less capital, are industrious, intelligent, moral people, who
have quickly assimilated themselves with the people here, and
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almost without exception pleased with their new homes, and
will be active agents inducing others in their old homes to
come and join them.
Accept my thanks for your uniform interest, valuable sugges-
tions and advice, which have assisted me in my work.
Yours respectfully,
SereE FrENCH, Comniissioner.

Statement of Receipts and Erpenditures on Account of Bureau.
1879-80. Received on requisitions lor account Commissioner’s

SAIATY . o v eenie i e aiee st el %3,000 00
Received on requisitions for account contingent e\-
DENEES. « + coeameeevansnssnnnsnnsamaeste ot 1,500 00
1879 ) \ '

July 31. Received for Rand, McNally & Co., for bills pamphlets
1879, draft drawn on Burean and paid by Bureau. ... B,OQO 00

1880.
W’ch 31. Bill pamphlets R. McNally, for 2,000 additional pam-
phlets of 1879, draft drawn on Bureau and paid by

BUrenn. .. ovveueireeeiiaie e e SR 110 20:
Bapended— ©
1879-80. For account (ommissioner’s salary.................. $3,000 60
1879. For account contingent expenses............. wes.... 1,500 00:
July 81. For account R. McNally (pamphlet). .. .coooenennnnn 2,000 00
1880. .
M’ch 81. For account R. McNally (2,000 pamphlets). ........... 110 20

Nore.—No requisition made or received for third quarter of 1880 fur
Commissioner’s salary. No requisition made or received for third quarter
of 1880 for contingent expenses, or for R. McNally & Co.  Account pam-
phlet edition 1880 amounted to $1,250—amount due.

REPORT OF §. I WAILES, STATE AGENT.

W asmingTON, D. C., December 23, 1880,
His Hecellency George F. Drew, Tullahassee, Fla. :

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report in con-
nection with my services to the State of Florida as State Agent

_at Washington :

_1In 1877 you appointed me as State Agent, without compensa-
tion, to examine into the condition of the claims of the State
in the various Departments at Washington, and report upon
the same.

Upon the receipt of my report “ the Board of Trustees of the
Iuternal Improvement Fund of Florida »” made with me the
following contract for the recovery of any lands that I might
be able to have patented to the State under the acts of Con-
gress of 1850,-1855 and 1857 known as * the swamp land and
overflowed acts.” o

CONTRACT NO. 1.

“Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im-
rovement-Fund of Florida, That in compensation for the ser-
vices of Sidney 1. Wailes, Hsq., agent and attorney of the State
of Florida before the Department of the Interior at Washing-
ton in procuring an adjustment of the claims of the State for
lands granted by Congress under the act of September 28, 1858,
vhis Board will pay to the said 8. 1. Wailes, twenty per cent.
of all moneys paid over to the State on account of swamp lands
purchased from the United States prior to the third day of
Mareh, 1857, under the acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and
March 3, 1857 ; and also twenty per cent. of all warrants or cer-
tificates issued to the State under said acts on account of lands

located by warrants or scrip prior to the said third day of

March, 1857. And upon the receipt of patents for any lands
selected by the State as swamp lands prior to 1861, which have
10t yet been patented to the State for any reason, this Board
will convey to the said S. I. Wailes eight per cent. thereof in
consideration of his services in procuring said patents. And
for procuring the approval and confirmation of the lands se-

. lected for the State as swamp lands since 1861, the Board will

pay Sl,l’ch reasonable compensation as may hereafter be agreed
upon.

Then again, on the 1ith of October, 1878, thinking that I
could get a decision from the Secretary of the Interior that

|
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‘would again open the door and allow selections to be made, and

patenting those already claimed by the State, but not patented,
Iasked the Board if the contract of April 13, 1878, would, in
the case of recovery by me of such lands, be the basis on which
I would be paid. In reply the Commissioner of Lands on the
21st of October wrote, by order of the Board, as follows:

CONTRACT NO. 2.

“If there were no other lands selected since 1861, except the
approved 800,000 acres, it perhaps might not be so extravagant

‘to allow thereon the same commissions as upon the old selec- .

tions, but in addition to the approved list there are several mil-
lions more sefected. To pay 250,000 acres or more to an agent
would not be approved by the Legislature or the people. The
figures are too large. The Trustees bave agreed that they will
allow you, as compensation for procuring the confirmation of
swamp lands selected for the State since 1861, two cents per

‘acre for every acre patented, to be paid in lands at the prices
-current at the time of payment.”

Under the above described contracts I have tarned over to
the State, patents asfollows:

No. of | Date. Districts Amount.

:Patent. ; Acrus. sﬂﬁq_d_
1878 |
...... 12[Dec. 30{Gainesville] 29,500!....75 Under
1879 Contract No. 1, Dated April
1]July 15iGainesvillef 15,441}....72 3, 1878,

0190 Do, |Gainesville] 1,392!..016

_iTotal..... #6,3431....63] @8 per cent 3,707.49 acres.
— : ‘ —
No. of i Date. | District. | Amount.
.Pntent.} . ! Acres. lHund.j
‘ : l L
| !
ST : i ‘
..... 17/8ept. 15|Gainesville.! 532,360;....34’
1879 i Under

..... 18;Sept. 15|Gainesville. 313,514‘ e .GBiCoutracL No. 2, Dated October 21,
1 1870 : : 1880.

...... 19} Dec. 17 |Gainesville.! 536,095/ ....15;
171880 3 i
......20" Feb. 14 |Gainesville. :2,282,667)....07

Total. .....13,7155371....24 @ 2 cents per acre, in lands.

T have also turned over indemuity lands embraced in cot-

tract No. 1 as follows: Patent No. 1 for 9,999.20 acres, Pat-

<ents No. 2 and 2 for 13,284.35 acres. Total, 23,288.55 acres.
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Contract No. 1 also covers money indemnity of which I make
no returns. 'There has been an allowance by the Department
of Interior, and others will follow, but at my request it has been
suspended and not sent to the United States Treasury Depart-

- ment. Under section 3481 of Revised Statutes, “ whenever any

State is in default, etc., the Secretary of the Treasury shall re-
tain the whole or so much as may be necessary of any money
that may be due on any account from the United States and
apply the same to the payment of any such default,” ete, If I
had permitted this to go forward it would have added that
much more complication to the settlement of the Indian War
Claim and I thought it best, as far as possible, to prevent that.
I hope, therefore, and believe that by the time said Indian War
Claim shall have been settléd, that several instalments of this
indemnity will be ready to go forward for payment. .
Sincerely thanking you and your efficient Cabinet for the aid
20 kindly rendered me at all times, I am,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. 1. WaiLss,
State Agent for the State of Florida.



