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REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT STATE OF FLORIDA,

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE,

TALLAHASSEE, January 1, 1889.

To HIS EXCELLENCY, EDWARD A. PERRY,

Governor of the State of Florida:

SIR: In accordance with the requirements of law, I have

the honor to present herewith my official report of the trans-

actions of the Treasury Department of the State for the fiscal

year ending December 31st, 1888:

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

The aggregate balance in Treasury January 1, 1888,
was ............................................. $110,646.02

The total receipts at the Treasury from all sources
and on all accounts for the yearending December
31st, 1888, were .................................. 582,636 75- $693,282 77

'Total expenditures for the year ending December
31st, 188 ..... ....... ...................... 583,469 69

Balance in Treasury, January 1st, 1889 ........... $109,813 OS

This balance is distributed among the several funds as follows:

General Revenue applicable to current expenses, including inter-
est on bonded debt............................................ $33.053 59

Common School Fund, Principal................................ 6,660 44
Seminary Fund, Interest ........... ............................ 947 45
General School, One Mill Tax ................................. 33,005 01
Common School Fund, Interest.................................. 20,393 78
Sem inary Fund, Principal ........................................ 1,763 83
Blind, Deaf and Dunmb Building 'Fund ........................ 44 10
Agricultural College Fund .......................... 3,349 77
Experiment Station Fund ....................................... 10,007 69-
Sinking Fund Bonds of 1871 ..................................... 39 75
Sinking Fund Bonds of 1873 ...................... .............. 547 68

$109,818 08
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Refunded Amount paid for Tax Certificates Im-

GENERAL REVENUE ACCOUNT. properly Sold.115 05

ending December 8st, 1868, were a follows: 91.:::Expenses Constitutional Conven tion, 1835..., 1

The receipts and disbursements on General Revenue Account for the year Contingent Expenses Florida State Troops.8,070 06
Expenes Cicnit nd Conty Curtseals ......... 40 00

ending December 31st, 1E8,wr sflos:Pi Itrs nBne et.. ............... 7,50

RECEIPTS. Balancein Fund. ................... ................ 33,0,53 59 ---y

$43,992 50 $~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~432,543 74

Balance on band January let, 1888 .. 84..,90. 50
....... 91,6545

License tax...... 1 985 :4
General ievenue, 1888 .6........................ ,985 74I
General Revenue, 1887...............273,698 71 1889.

aencrl~wene, 1B~i.. .... ·· ·· · ·· · · ·-... '.'' 99937 21 Jam. I-- Balance on band. .................... ......... , ,035
Gencral Revenue, 1886 ............... 99,37 21
Commission Tax....... 00 J - n o b3 59

Auction Tax. ......... .......... 784 82

Criminal Prosecution Costs...................... 1 00
Criminal Prosecutions Refunded .66....... ......... 1,124 66 BONDED DEBT.
Asylum Pay Patients .. . ...................... 270 00

PerODiem of Legislators (1887) ............ I...... 104 00 Seven percent. Bonds of 171. ................... 3............... $350,000 00

Sale of Digests... - · ·· ··· · ··· ·- ·· ·· ·· ' ·~ ' """"" 11 00 Six percent. Bonds of 187 ...................... 00000
Sale Acts of 18.7............ · 94 90
Insuranc-e Premiums Returned.9 -S4S2S7

Iosnr~~nce Premium................. ... ··· · · · ·· 0 34- $432,M53 71 $L,275,000 00

Commissions overpaid returned .... ............ Deduct bonds of 1871 aud 1873 hi Sinking Funds .................. 242,500 00

n~snitSaKflNTT 
81,082,500 00

Of which the School, Seminary and Agricultural College Funds

1888. OR. hold.650.200 00

Dec. 31-Paid Salaries -Executive Department.... 3521,3(f0000

Salaries Judicial Department.32,641 87 Leaving in hands of Individuals .................. 3.........8...... $2,800 00

Contingent Expenses of State .3,................. 647910
Stationery Executive and Legislative Departments 679 11

7 I Expense Collecting Revenue ... ................. 28,85 4 25
Pensions ...................................... 260 , WARRANTS ISSUED.
Post Mortem Examiu5tion .26000............

.rinting7,875 GO The amount of warrants issued from January 1st to December 31st, 1688,i~~~~~-i ~~~~~~Printing . 35,984 M~
Maintenance of Luntics. amount to .$....... 15

Jurors and witnesses....· · ·· ·· · ·· ·· t t ...... ... ... ... ... .... .................... $ 28,6-55 1

Jurors and witnesses........5............ . 2,489~27 Salaries, Executive Department..... ............................ 21.300 00

Contingent Expenses Supreme Conrt.2...s46alaries, Judicial Department ................... 8................. 32,641 87

WVatchman of Capitol................. .00.00 Printing .................. .............. ,982 00

Janitor at Capitol 800.... .......... - &1 4 Jurors and witnesses......... 0................... 07........ 6

Revenue Retueded ............................... 124 10 Appropriation for Janitor at Capitol ................... .......... 00

Repairs of Capitol.. .... .... .......... Expenses of While Normal Schools ......... 8........54

Salary Chaplain State Convicts .8.................. 10000G urt ... 2,487 73

Legislative Relie..13000 C.oningentExpense of Sueme Court.2,487 73
Rewards Apprehending Criminals....2,811.......Appropriation.for.watchman.at.Capitol.4050000 Contingent Expenses of Capitol ................ _737 71

Salary Librarian Supreme Court Repairs of Capitol........
Institute Blind, Deaf and Dumb.37 Stationery for Executie and Leisltiv Departments..... ....... 2

32,000 tv eatet ...... ,08

Stenographe rs.t1,50689 Post Mortem Examinations.260 00.............. ........
printing Supree Court Reports7 Salary of Chaplain for the Convicts ..... 800....0...............0.

: Expenses Teachers' Institutes.....7...Stenographers.820 
00

Expense ,Teachei .. ...... 43,261 24 Stenographers. ................... ....... ....... .. ...............~~ 30 0

(riminal Prosecutions .................... ....... 742 71 Purchase of Books for Supreme Court Library .................. 472 84

Contingent Expenses Capitol.742... 7 Expenses of Colored Normal Schools . ............ ........ 2,067 17

Expenses of Circuit Judges acting as Supreme its 60 Expenses of Circuit Judges when called to serve in Supreme

Judges..................................Court.11.60
Purchase of Books Supreme Court Library.. . 47284 Expenses collection of Revenue................... 27,59150

lI ~ ~~~Contingent Expenses Supt. Public Instruction.· 490 00 Sxemnae' Fund, (iontolerest).5......,...,.. 2,691500
: appr~yri.Liou ll.~culturrloolitig -Supt . .. 490~O 00 Sgeminary Fund, (interest) ........................................ 5,695 00

Appropriation Agricultural College.8......... 5,437 46 Contingent Expenses of State ................... 3................ 3,936 85

Expenses Norms I Schools5 ........ Expenses of Census of 1885.................1....................
Expensets Norma ......... Comisio.......·. 9,357 41 

6

Salaries and Bxpetases Ralra C i on.9,35 4± Institute for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb ......................... 5,378 79

Cxpensus.Annual R"Vam~men Fla. State 122 61 Criminal Prosecutions.2........................... 4,541 51

Ceuz uB .... .... ..-..... 1,000 00 Maintenance of Lunatics ................... ................ 0. ..

insurance 0........... 1 - 1 Pensious ....................................... .S.ate .i. Pensions.8 32,647 76

Towntip plats and Lists of State and U. S. Land A234 00 At for the relief of N. C. Wainwright et ai ......... .. 30 00

Entries .. ... . .... ..........
100 0

Entropriesli.o ....... 1200D co Act for the relief of Lawrence D. Callet e .................. 10000
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Salaries and Expenses of Railroad ComisionerB........ .. 9,357 S The foregoing estimates include the full amounut required for the year 1I89,

Salriesf and Expenseof Railroad Cetomuission0es .9,so35e · 124 48 and in making appropriations to cover these estimates, the appropriations'

To refund amount paid for Tax Certificates improperly sold 124 0mde by te egislature of 1887 or the first quarter of 1889, shoul be de-

C~i ~E xpense s of Superintendent of Public Instrutodi n·· 490000 made by the Legislature of 1887 for the first quarter of 1889, should be de-
CotingenE e sf e tdt 300ne 00 Sprtue of Public Instruction 40ducted. Said appropriations for the first quarter of1889, were as follows

Salary of Librarian of Supreme Court...... 2,811 15 For Jurors and Witnesses......................$22,500 00

Rewards for arrest of Fugitives from justice 377 Janitor t Capitol.7 0

For makingToWnship Pate and Lists of State and U. S. Lands.... 
100 00

g Tow nsl, 1li!P Plats -· ·· ··..-........ 31,719~9 77 Watchman at Capitol. ................... .................. ... 10 0

Common Sehools, (1888. ...... 73,069 80 Mainten nce of Lunatics .................................... 8,750 00

Common Schools, (1 Mill Tax *1888) ............ .- 1,000 00 Criminal Prosecutions ........ 20,000 00

Insurance on State Buildings....... .. ................... ... 1,000 00

Appropriation for East Florida Seminary.1or... y387 , ESTIMATED APPROPRIATIONS NECESSARY FOR FISCAL YEAR 1890.

Expenses of Teachers' Institutes.i 1,506 89

Printing Sufpreme CIourt Reports....... . .. .' 4,81506 89 For salaries Executive Department ............................ S16,000 00

57 16 Salari!!s Judicial Department ............................. 
33,578 00'

Expenses of Constitutional Convention of 1885.4865- 9 Maneac of Lunatics.35,00000

Encampmente of Consiuida Sr Tr4,865 Maintenance of Lunatics .............................. 35,000 0

Encampment of Florida SAL ,te ,500 00 Jurors and Witnesses ................... ..........

State Agricultural Collegeo.... .......ria... .* . 3S070 Ofp Chief Clerk in Comptroller's Office ................... ...... 1,500 00

AEContingent Expenses of Florida State TroopReve2.... .. 8441 Expenses Colleclxpon of Revenue ............................. 25,000 00'

Revenue refunded 0 ............................................... 40 0

Expenses of Circuit and County Court Seals. ... 40 .Private Secretary to the Governor ............................ 900 00'

Expenses*~~~~~ ofGeneCircuit and ~~Librarian Supreme Court .................................... 300 00'

$428 865 -15 Clerk in Treasurer's Otffice .................. ............ 1200 00-

Add interest on bonds of 1871 and 1873, paid by State Treasurer, Contingent Expenses Snpree Court ........................ 2,500 00'
ion couDponsart..... .... .............. .................... 9,7100 Purchase of Books Supreme Court Library................. 00 000

on! couponesa e WDprtmeuJanitor at Capitol.4.. .. ... . . 100 00'
$508616 15 Watchman astR. Capitol ............... ......................... 0000

General Printing and Advertisingn............. 8,000 00
Book-keeper in Comptroller's s Office .' ' '1,200 00

ESTIMATED APPxROP RIATIONS NECESSARY FOR FISCAL YE R 1889. Printing Supreme Court Reports ................... ........ 2,000 00'
4ES1'ureIl~aTEDofBoks Supreme N ~CourtS~ LStationery Executive and Legislative Departments ........... 1,000 00

lar uti Dea e$16,000 00 Post Mortem Examinations ............................... 500 000

For Salaries Executivea Department............-33,573 00 Rewards for Arrestof Fugitives from Justice ................ 2,000 00

Salaries Judicial Depatmet 35,00000 Contingent Expenses of Capitol .......................... 1,000 00

Maiuteoane of Ltnatics. ... 0,00000 Contingent Expnses of State ................... ............ 3,000 00

Juror and Win Comptroller's Offie....1. ,1500 00 Criminal Prosecutions, under the provisions of Section 9, of

hExpenses iCollecio o Reverns ue. . 25,00C 00 ArticleXVI,Costitution of 1851 ...................... ... 60,000 00

a SremiouTownship Plats and Lists of Statevand U.. S. 900 ya T Plats ndeeBSts for and United States Land En-
ate necretary to th u Governo I .................. 300.00 tries for Assessors ...................... e........ ....... . 500 1dp

Librarian Supreme Court............... 12000 Blind, Deaf and Dumb I.stitute .............................. 5,00000ti· Clel.B~~~Cirl in Treasurer's Offiev....................· ·· · · 2 500 00 Insurance on State Buildin~s ....... .... ......... .......... 1,000 00,

Contingent Expenses Supreme Court.2,500.. 
Is n o t

Purchase of Books for Supreme Court Library .... 500 00 Traveling and Incident-il txpenses Superintendent of Public

30O 00 Instruction ...................................... ......... 500001

Janicor at Capitol................. 40000 Interest on Bonds of 1871 and 1873 ................... ........ 00 

Watchman at CapitOl. ............... ............. 7,000 0( Pensions ...................................
General Printing anud Advertising.7,00000 Pensions.35,00000

Book Keeper A di erin Comptrolle's Office. . 1O20000 Assistant Auditieg Clerk in Comptroller's Office............. 1,009 00

orinn K uEpirem CouretfReoirtds.ommice .. . .00000 Salaries and Expeonses Railroad Commissioners .............. 10,000 '
printing Supleme Court Reports ·· · ·~'- "" """ 1,000 00 Expenses Normal Sehools .. ......... .... 8,000 00,

ii ~~~Stationery Executive and Legislative Deprtments. 1, .

Post Mortem Exam intions.1,000 00 Expenses feachers' Institutes ....... ........... 1,500 00'

Rewards for arrest of Fugitives from Justice.....2,00000 Clerk for Secretary of State .................................. 1,200 00

Contingent Expenses of Capitol.1.000 00

C o n t i n g e n t E x p e n s e s o f S t a t e ... . .. .. .. . ... . .. .. .. 3 , 0 0 0 0 0 
3 4 2 9 , 5 7 3 0 0 -

Traveling and incidental expenses Superintendent
of Public Instructiontal.expenses 8 500 00 As the Legislature of 1891 will not meet until April of that

Township Plats and Lists of State and U. S. Laud 500 00 year it will be. necessary for the Legislature of 1889 to make

entries for use of Assessors.50000 ............... appropriations for the first quarter of 1891, and said appropria-

of 1887, forGO days, including Printin.. . . 70,000 00 tions should be equal to one-fourth of the amounts estimate&

:I Criminal Prosecutions under the provisions of Sec- for the vear 1890.

tion 9 of Art. XVI, Constitution of01885.60,000 o e

Blind, Deaf and DumbInstitute .5,................. 8f000 00

Interest on Bonds of 1871 and 1873...... ..... 1 ,000 00 FINANCIAL CONDITION OF ThE STATE.

Assistant Auditing Clerk in Comptroller's Office.. 1,000 00
Pensiotans.AdiinCeriCmptolersffc 35,000 00 It is necessary that attention be directed to the present

Pensions .and Epne Railroa ....... Commi ssioners.... 10.000 00 i fisancial condition of the State. We are threatened with se-
Salaries and Expens a Railroad Conallals8 000 0

Expenses Normal Schls.8,0000Expenses Terac IStitus.........1,500 00 rious embarrassment, and unless some proper measures for

Expenses Teachers' Institute.. 1,200 00 relief are adopted by the next Legislature the obligations of
Blanck for Secretary of State .... 260....3498,3335Cie ...... 26~~~~~~~~20 53--849)8,333 53
Balance Legislativ~e Printing 1887 ............ · ·· · ·
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! the State cannot be promptly met, and we will be forced to t .

VP ' * . scrip. Since the present tax rate of three mills on the dollar the State, above referred to. The R. R. Commission, Pensions,
,!, sfori. nct purposes of general revenue was fixed, we have had to Criminal Prosecutions and expenses of State Troops, are bur-for purposes of general revenue was f5ed, we have had to
;'~ ' meet large expenditures of an extraordinary character, and d ens, imposed in the last two years, and amount to $108,000,I whbich is more than one mill on the taxable property.pi 1 ~~there has been also a great increase in the annual expenses of S morethan oe ll on the taxable property.

the State government. These facts regarding our present financial condition apply

+' ;:; ~While there has been a steady and marked advance in the only to current expenses, and are presented so that the neces-
js .~~amount of taxable property, adding correspondingly to the sary provision can be made, to avoid the necessity of incurring
'~! i revenue, the income has not kept pace with the increase in the any indebtedness which can not be promptly paid by the State in
, 1 reamount of obligations incurred. The cost of the Constitution- cash. It is a source of congratulation that our bonded debt in
Ut~ al Convemntion o nf 1885, amounting to $55,500* the nappropria tthe hands of outside parties, amounts to only $382,300, andal Convention of 1885, amounting to $55,500 ; the appropria. that our bonds command a large pi emium in the markets. It
* H~~tions for the East Florida Seminary, the Ocala schools and the is with the view of keepina laour State omium in thea sound cash basisIt
*; H~Agricultural College, amounting respectively to $12,000, a t mthe viewt keeping our State on a sound ash basis,
~* ~~$5,400, and $7,500, making a total of $80,400, had to be paiand to maintain its credit at the present high standard, that the
* J~~out of the income arising from this low rate of taxation. Be- proposed measures are suggested.
* ^H~sides, the support of the Normal Schools, at an annual cost of I beg leave to call your attention to the several tables hereto
^*- ~ $8,000, the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Asylum, costing $5,000, appended. Very respectfully
Hy ~~the Teachers' Institute, costing $1,500, (making annually W. D BARNES,

lI fF: ~ $14,500 for school purposes), the salaries and expenses of the C o p ll.
*l' IRailroad Commission, amounting to $10,000, the provision for Comptroller.

~i !|~ .pensions, $30,000, the cost of criminal prosecutions reaching
l * i $60,000, the outlay for State troops amounting to $8,000, mak-

i "{' l ing a total of $122,500, have been added to the annual expenses
'll j] jof the State since the present rate of taxation was first estab-
jli- Ilished. The estimated appropriation for the year 1889 amounts
1^'l i~to $498,333.53, and for the year 1890 to $429,573.00, making

for the two years $927,906.53. The income to meet this must
;; i 'be raised from the taxes on $90,000,000 of property, and from
'.' i : ~ the occupation license tax. The revenue from licenses has
*$'i '*fallen from $130,000 in 1887 to $91,000 in 1888. This may be
l;~ |~due in some measure to the recent epidemic, but there is no hope
;' t ~of its exceeding $100,000 for each of the next two years, mak-

} 1,Ill Iing $200,000 from that source.2 ' iThe income from the property tax on $90,000,000, at 3 mills, 
} ia '**amounts to $270,000; for two years it will be $540,000, without
,' 1> ~allowing anything for insolvencies. Here we have an income
j' j~of $740,000 to meet estimated obligations of $927,906.53.

|!* i ;These are the facts that confront us, and must be squarely met.
l!i ,~ ,The policy of legislation seems to have been to reduce the gen-
1|i~ ;1 eral revenue income and at the same time add to its liabilities.

The entire poll tax, amounting to about $30,000, has been trans-
1; .,; ~ ferred to the School Fund and $14,500 taken from general

I; * revenue to support schools.

|rj; ~~~It is apparent that the rate of taxation must be raised from
~I. ~~3 to 4 mills. This is made necessary by the largely increased

* I expenses that have been thrown upon the General Revenue of


