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REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER.

TrEASURY DEPARTMENT STATE oF FLORIDA,
CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE,
TALLAHASSEE, January 1, 1889.

To His Excerrency, Epwarp A. PERRY,
Governor of the State of Florida :

Sie: In accordance with the requirements of law, I have
the bonor to present herewith my official report of ‘the trans:
actions of the Treasury Départment. of the State for the fiscal
year ending December 3isr, 1888 :

RECE{PTS AND EXPENDITURES.
The aggregute balance in Treasury January 1, 1888, N

B8 cr s nen e ana e e earnne e et nnnenaneanns $110,646.02

The total receipts at the Treasury from all sources
and on all accounts for the yearending December

B18t, 1888, Were..ouveieiiiiii i e 582,636 T5— $£693,282 77
Total expenditures for the year ending December

Slst, 1888.... ...l el 583,469 69

Balance in Treasury, Jaounary 1st, 1889........... $109,813 _S

This balance is distributed among the several funds as follows :

General Revenue applicable to current expens@s, including inter-

estonbonded debt..... ... i it i $33.053 59
Common 8chool Fund, Prineipal.. . ........... ... .. co...... 6,660 44
Seminary Fund, Interest............... ... . ... i, M7 45
General ¥chool,OneMill Tax.. . .............coiiiiiiiaa.. .. 33,005 01
Common School Fund, Interest........c.coiiiiiiiiiiainnnannan 20,393 78
Semivary Fund, Prineipal.......... ... ... i i i, 1,763 83
Blind, Deaf and Dumb Building Fund................... .. 44 10
Agricnltural College Fund........... o 8349 77
Experiment 8tution Fund... .. .. 10,007 6%
Sinking Fund Bouds of I87L.....................cciatn. .. 39 75
Sinking Fund Bonds of 1B73...... .. ... ..., (il 547 68

$109,813 08
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GENERAL REVENUE ACCOUNT.

The receipts and disbursements on General Revenune Account for the year

ending December 81st, 1888, were as follows :

RECEIPTS.
Balance on hand January 1st, 1888....... cereseeneees sﬁ,ggi gg
TACENSE LBK4.uaeeesoesnnnncrosnasesssnssonersronsnss oL ot
General Bevepue, 1888, ... ..o iiemiciiiearronenoner o
General Revenne, 1887, .. oo covorriennnnrnerenere s
General Reventue, 1886, c.ooiiviincienieeremennne S
Commiss'iron L S P R T R %
Auction TaX......ceveireancncecnens ves ’
Criminal Prosecution CO8ts.......cc.oeen . 78‘% gg
Criminal Pro%ecutions Refunded....coavervnnes . 1125 o0
Asylum Pay Patients.......c.. ..coeenes e ,
Pexyﬁiem o)t,' Legislators (1887) Refmnded........vnnt ?zg gg
Sale OF DIZEBUB. .. «ocecveres ooersememreonasnsyss Lt 00
Sale Acts Of 1BBT. .o v cernsanrnanrinrene e e o %
Tasurance Premiums Returned........ ... eeeianen o s43258 T
Commissions overpaid returned. . .ccove ceasaaaanane R
D SBURSEMENTS
1888. CR. .
Dae. 31—Paid Salaries Executive Departiment. . e caseacereass 3‘3%,32({' g(%
o Salaries Jud]i;ciul Depnrt@nqnfxl‘nlt e eareearae e 3;947 -
i t Expenses Of SIALC ..o veiaean vraraanes
%‘Z;?ﬁlc?feerl} Exgcutive and Legislative Depariments. 2 g’ﬁ) 71{1"
- Expense Collecting Revenue p 32‘6"7 s Eb
PENSIONB .« e s vs vsecsramzmarsennnarsssanes T8 e
Post Mortem Examinations a0
Printing . .-.co00-- e . .
Maiutuéﬂace of Lunatics...vaveeuoerses Cereesienan 22,23% g?
o3 AN0 WILHES8EE . . .svavrrssnmnes snssnrmaans e 65,398 2.
'(I)\cl;nonli;geut Expenses Supreme Court............e- Q,igg ‘(;é
Watchman Of Capitol.....vvieeariiaarerearannes e
Janitor at Capitol. . cociei i aiaaens aaen e cen it
Revenue Refinded....oovisnrennsnnnnessresnenees s
Repairs of Capitol.......... T L ST AR e e
Salary Chaplain State Convicts 0000
Legisktive Relief......... heeeeeenen e o0 %
Rewards Apprehending Criminals....oovveenroness B
Qalary Librarian Supreme CONTL.reveeenennanonans .
Tastitute Blind, Deafand Dumb.. vee S
FADDETS e e an voennnnsasnnsanannns .
%t;f':ﬁgi%g upreme Court Reports.......coeeoet {,ggg §9)
Expenses _Teachers’ Tnatitutes. .o ovaserrocaens P eed 5
Criminal Pr(;zecuuonssd{é‘.t S o o
tingent Expense ceeesvenmaraniisenens
%gr}k)éx?tié of C‘i)rcuit Judges acting as Svpreme s 6
JOAEES e vuasrgc e e g et by
of Books Supreme Court Library........
gg;i?:;ﬁm Exp’euses Supt. Public Instruction.... 4 ggg 83
Appropriation Agricultural College......cvvvnanen B
Expenses Norma Schools...coveveens geeasnnenenns et
Saluries and Bxpeuses HRailroad Commissiou....... e 9;
';:.xpenws Annual Encampment Fla. Biate Troops.. e 6{
CensuB.aee caneoans T R EEEREEREL RS b 80
Tosurance Brate BailQINZE cov nsvvntnnaonngeess 0
Township Plats and Lists of State and U. 8. Lam% 034 00

A aiion Rost Florida Seminary |, 1. 1. 1,000 00

5

Refuonded Amount paid for Tax Certificates [m-

properlySold......ooiiiiiiiiiinas Ll 115 05
Expeunses Constitntional Convention, 1835.. ...... 57 16
Contingent Expenses Florida State Troops... .... 3,070 06
Expenses Circuit aad County Court Seala......... . 40 06
Paid Interest on Bonded Debt..... .....c..oo..l, 79,751 00
Balancein Fupd........... P i 38,053 59
$432,543 74
1889.
Jon. 1— Balance on bhand............cciiieiiiiiinnnn e $33,053 59
BONDED DEBT.

Seven percent. Bords of 187TL................... Ve e $350,000 00
3ix per cent. Bonds of 1878..........cceiiilt et 925,000 00
$1,275,000 00
Deduet bonds of 1871 and 1873 in Sinking Funds.................. 242,500 00
) ) $1,032,500 00

Of which the 8choo), Seminary and Agricultural College Punds
LT N 650,200 00
Leaving in hands of Individvals.......ocooo i iiiiiiiiaian,s. £382,800 00

WARRANTS ISSUED.
The amount of warrants issued from January 1st to December 31st, 1838,
amount to........ e et s eeeeaea seermt s iiaranaa e $498,865 15

Balaries, Executive Department. .......cooiiiiiiiiivits iiiiaa., 21.500 00
Salaries, Judicial Department

laries, Judicial Department. ......c.coeveeeeennn.. ceevee.. 3284187
Printing . 7,982 00
Jurors and witpesses......... ..... 65,490 07
Appropriation for Janitor at Capito 300 00
Expences of White Normal 8chools 3,368 54
Contingent Expenses of Supreme Court....... Neatreataeienerenras 248773

. Appropriation for watchman at Capitol...................c....... 400 00
Contingent Expenses of Capitol.......... ...oiiiiiiiiininnaan. 1317
Repairs of Capitol .., .ot ciittii it iiie i 142410
Stationery for Execuotive snd Legislative Departinents............. 100 82
Post Mortem Examinations........ ... it 260 00
Salary of Chaplain for the Counvicts 300 00
EE e T 0T 320 00
Purchase of Books for SBupreme Court Library 472 84
Expenses of Colored Normal 8chools. ... .vvrevvvaiiinn.nneean.. 2,067 17
Expenses of Circnit Jndges when called to serve in Supreme

(6741 4 S veu - 118 60
Expenses collection of Revenne.... ....cooiveiiivininniinnennn.. 27,591 50
Seminary Fund, (interest) 5,695 00
Contingent Expenses of State... 3,036 85
Expenses of Census of 1885 192 61
Institute for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb 537879
Criminal Prosecntions. . .vuiseuieiiieiitei ittt iiieeannns 42,541 51
Maistenance of Lunaties....., e reeeeies e tet e beenrraasn 35,688 £0
POISIONB. ¢ 1e v e ettt etrs i caue et entineenrnsanean ananensonen 82,647 76
Act for the reliet of N. C. Wainwright et al,...........ccoon..n.. '"80 00
Act for the relief of Lawrence D. Wallet al......oocvueieo.o... 100 00
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i nissi 9,357 48
d Expenses of Railroad Commissioners.......ooqxceros 2 3
%‘?Lrl:t?:u%namOEut paid for Tax Certificates improperly sold...... 13*(1) gO
Cotingent Expenses of Superinteudent of Public Instraction..... Fregod
Salary of Librarian c;_fFSup:_emBe f?ooggtﬁlaiié [P 2,811 13
-rest of Fugitives from justice.........oocuereosnes )
%g;v?sglssiﬁ)é '?‘lolwt;nship Plats and Lists of State and T. 8. Lands.... 31'3'{;() 2(7
Common Schools, (1883) ..........................................
Common Schools, (1 Mill Tax L) N
Insurance on State Buildiogs....... BT ITTTRTPPRITERSEEE
Appropriatiou for East Flox:nda Seminary...oocoeeemocnne e ,
Expenses of Teach(e}rs’ inﬁnt\;;i: ................. e 17506 5
inting 8upreme Court hep B T S ST EEEL R A
%Exl;eg)s%s otPConstitur.ional Convention of 1885. ... ..coevvininns : 4,885 03
Encampment ofFlgriﬁlu State TROOPS .. v ovesrinemes e rrensroe s 57500 00
Apricultnral COlEe . cvouraaenman rnraanecare s ety
%tglgiinggllﬁ Expenses of Florida State TroOPs. ..o caveroncseerss 3, e 1)
Revenue refanded. ... ..ooveerovezaooersroaeneseronrmsstrininmmmtt B
Exp(énses of Circait and County Court REAlS. .. .oncaerannnroroann 000
$428 865 15
Add interest on bonds of 1871 and 1873, paid by State Trens-ure.r‘, 19,7510
OI COUPOMS .« e vsnewmeennnransmsssssmsns Sonsse sttt iens 751 00
$508,616 15

ESTIMATED APPROPRIATIONS NECE3SARY FOR FISCAL YEAR 1889.

For Salaries Executive Department.....o.ooeeerenores Ség,ggg (())g
Salaries Judicial Department .........coveerrcers s 00
Maintenance of Lunatics......coo oaiaearanaeres B 00
Jurors and Witnesses...... SCFOIeEy . 0,000 %0
Chief Clerk in Comptroller’s Office..... om0t 00
Expenses Collection of Revenue......... .. O 00
Private Secretary tothe GOVEIMOr..cove vmeneerore 200 00
Librarian Supreme Court..... «.oceenrrvonerreres 1 53000
Clerk in Treasurer’s Office............- 2'200 00
Contingent Expenses Supreme Court K

Purchase of Books for Supreme Court Library.... 500 00

00 00
Janitor ab Capiéo] i ~3100 o
Watchman at Copitol....... ereeee weenenere - h
General Printing and Advertising.....c...co--x-e- 19)8(()’ 83
Book Keeper 1D C%mpt.ro{éer’s tf;ﬁice .............. 2'600 o
intine Supieme Court Reports ........c.....n-n |
gts‘zigit(;:;gryu]g‘.)xecutive and Legislative Departments. %‘%(())% (())(())
‘tem Bxaminations.....c.oveaieeraarenne ,00
gg%vgat\r{gsl fgr arrest of Fugitives from Justie . %,(())(())(()) gg
Contingent Expenses oE‘ gs[;g.ol .............. - 2030 00
i t Expenses O ALE . evnrnomannn e y
gg:\fglli%t;‘znand i}:xcidentul expenses Superintendent 500 00
¢ Public Instruction. ... veurceneaessnmraee s
Tow?xship Plats and Lists of State and U. 8. Laud. 500 00
entries for use of ASBESSOIS....... peensesers .-
Expenses of the Legislature, upon basis of Session 70,000 00
of 1887, for 60 days, including Printing... Ca O
Criminal Prosecutions under the provisions of Sec £0.000 0
tion 9 ot Art. XVI, Constitution of 1885....... 0 o
Blind, Deaf and Dumb Tnstittge. .ooovve erenrensees 551000 00
Interest on Bonds of 1871 and 1b73t. iy e, 1,,000 o
Assistans Auditing Clerk in OompITO e L 36,000 00
Salaries and .Expenses Railroad Commissioners .. 18‘000 o
Expenses Normal SChOOIS .. .evnnaneamneenrenenee 8 o 0
Expenses Teachers’ Institutes. ... cooveveevceneree 500 0
Clerk for Secretary Of Btate.... =~ coccomreareoeneee B O 4408,38353

Balance Legislative Printing 1887 iiinnnrenanes
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The foregoing estimates include the full amount required for the year 189,
and in making appropriations to cover these estimatés,the appropriations
made by the Legislature of 1837 for the first quarter of 1889, should be de-
docted. Said appropriations for the first quarter of 1889, were as follows :

For Jurors and Witnesses.... . e ereeerraaereenaas ereeneeein e $22,500 00
Janitor at Capitol 75 00

.................. 5
Watchmanat Capifol.....c.ciiiiiiiiiiiineiiiaiiannanenannns 100 00
Mauintenance of Lunaties......c.viiiviiiiieieiiinciinnnnnnn, 8,750 00~
Criminal Prosecutions..................... e eesears e taaras 20,000 00’

ESTIMATED APPROPRIATIONS NECESSARY FOR FISCAL YEAR 1890.

For salaries Executive Department......cocoeiiveenenriennnnna,. 816,000 00
Selaries Judicial Department.........coeviiriiienieninnnnn.s 33,573 00
Maintenance of Lunabics...o.vouieeeieenennuenrsenecannen 35,000 00
Jurors and Witnesses...o..vevveeeneeroneriesennonesnconn on 90,000 00
Chief Clerk in Comptroller’s Office...........c.iveieee iveen. 1,500 00
Expenses Colleciion of Revenne..........cc.vveceieeenninnn. - 25,000 00/
Private Secretary to the Governor...........c..oeven... 900 00
Librarian S8upreme Court........ccueiiiiirreereneernnanne 300 00
Clerk in Treasnrer’s Office............ .- 1,200 00-
Contingent Expenses Supreme Court....... 2,500 00

Purchase of Books Supreme Court Library.. .............. 500 00+
Janitor at Capitol

.......................................... 300 00
Watehman at Capitol......................... 400 00
General Printing and Advertising 8,000 00
Book-keeper in Comptroller's Office:............ ... nae. 1,200 00
Printing Supreme Court Reports................... e 2,000 00
Stationery Executive and Legislative Departments 1,000 00
Post Mortem Examinations. . ...........cocivevienveen.n. o 500 00+
Rewards for Arrestof Fugitives from Justice................. 2,000 00
Contingent Expenses of Capitol.................coavinnn . 1,000 00+
Contingent Expanses of State.............cooiiiiiiieniaon 3,000 00
Criminal Prosecutioss, under the provisions of Section 9, of

Article X VI, Constitution of 1885....... ... .......... . ..., 60,000 00
Township Plais and Lists of Stateand United States Land En-

Eries fOr ABBEBS0TS. ... iuvniiieiiie tarees cieiieiariaaeane 500 00
Blind, Deaf and Dumb IL.stitute......... e e 5,000 00
Tnsurance on State Buildings....... .... ... ... il 1,000 00~
Traveling and Incidentl ﬁxpenses Superintendent of Publie

Instruction ....ocviiveiinniiiiniii it i e 500 00
Interest. on Bonds of 1871 and 1873...............oviiiiiaet, 80,000 00
o 13- o 1T 35,000 00
Assistant Auditing Clerk in Comptroller’s Office............. 1,000 00
Balaries and Expenses Railrond Commissioners... ........... 10,000 00
Expeuses Normal Szhools..... el e eneraaaaeas e 8,000 00
Expenses Teachers’ Institutes................ ... ... 1,500 06+
Clerk for Seeretary of State.... ..ottt ittt iinnn 1,200 00+

$429 573 00

As the Legislature of 1891 will not meet until April of that
year it will be uecessary for the Legislature of 1889 to make
appropriations for the first quarter of 1891, and said appropria-
tions should be equal to one-fourth of the amounts estimated
for the year 1890.

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE STATE.

It is necessary that attention be directed to the present
financial condition of the State. We are threatened with se-
rious embarrassment, and unless some proper measures for
rvelief are adopted by the next Legislature the obligations of’
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the State cannot be prowptly met, and we will be forced to
serip. Since the present tax rate of three mills on the dollar
for purposes of general revenue was fixed, we have bad to
meet large expenditures of an extraordinary character, and
there bas been also a great increase in the annual expenses of
the State government.

While there has been a steady and marked advance in the
amount of taxable property, adding correspondingly to the
revenue, the income has not kept pace with the increase in the
amonnt of obligations incurred. The cost of the Constitution-
al Convention of 1885, amounting to $55,500; the appropria:
tions for the East Florida Seminary, the Ocala schools and the
Agricultural College, amounting respectively to $12,000,
$5,400, and $7,500, making a total of $80,400, hud to be paid
out of the income arising from this low rate of taxation. Be-
sidee, the support of the Normal Schools, at an annual cost of
$5,000, the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Asylom, costing $5,000,
the Teachers’ Institute, costing $1,500, (making annually

'$14,500 for school purposes), the salaries and expenses of the

Railroad Commission, amounting to $10,000, the provision for
pensions, $30,000, the cost of criminal prosecutions reaching
$60,000, the outlay for State troops amounting to $8,000, mak-
ing a total of $122,500, have been added to the annual expenses
of the State since the present rate of taxation was first estab-
lished.- The estimated appropriation for the year 1889 amounts
to $498,3338.53, and for the year 1890 to %$429,573.00, making
for the two years $927,906.53. The income to meet this must
be raised from the taxes on $90,000,000 of property, and from
the occupation license tax. The revenue from licenses has
fallen from $130,000 in 1887 to $91,000 in 1888, This may be
due in some measure to the recent epidemic, but there isno hope
of its exceeding $100,000 for each of the next two years, mak-
ing $200,000 from that source.

The income from the property tax on $90,000,000, at 3 mills,
amounts to $270,000 ; for two yearsit will be $540,000, without
allowing anything for insolvencies. Here we have an income
of $740,000 to meet estimated obligations of $927,906.53.
These are the facts that confront us, and must be squarely met.
The policy of legislation seems to have been to reduce the gen-
eral reveuue income and at the same time add to its liabilities,
The entire poll tax, amounting to about $30,000, has been trans-
ferred to the School Fund and $14,500 taken from general
revenue to support schools.

It is apparent that the rate of taxation must be raised from

3 to 4 mills. This is made necessary by the largely increased
expenses that have been thrown upon the General Revenue of

s
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the State, above referred to. The R. R. Commission, Pensions,
Criminal Prosecutions and expenses of State Troops, are bur-
dens, imposed in the last two years, and amoant to $108,000
which is more than one mill on"the taxable property. T

These facts regarding our present financial condition apply
only to current expenses, and are presented so that the neces-
Sary provision can be made, to avoid the necessity of incurring
any indebtedness which can not be promptly paid by the State in
cash. Itisa source of congratulation that our bonded debt in
the hands of outside parties, amounts to only $382,300, and
that our bonds command a large premium in the markets, It
is with the view of keeping our State on a sound cash basis
and to maintain its credit at the present high standard, that the
proposed measures are suggested. ’

I'beg leave to call your attention to the several tables hereto
appended. Very respectfully,

W.D. BARNES,
Comptroller.



