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OFFICE STATE SUPBRINTENDENT oF PUBLICc INSTRUCTION,
Tavrrauasseg, December 31st, 1887,

To His Bucellency, Governor K. A. Perry: .

DxpartMENT OoF EpUCATION, é

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my report of this

Department in the work of the schools and the various educa-
tional enterprises and State Institutions coming under my suo-
pervision. Respectfully, '
A. J. RUSSELL,
State Superintendent Puablic Instruction.

There has been a steady growth of interest throughout the
State in the public schools, a constant advance in their effi-
ciency, while a most healthful “ esprit du corps® animates the
teachers as a rule, a result of which 1s that much better work bas
been accomplished. Patrons are becoming more identified
with the schools and manifest a deep and lively interest in their
‘encouragement an« success. :

It can be safely said there are but. few children who live ia
isolated places now in the State to whom the door of the
school is not opened without fee or hindrance, of any race or con-
dition of the population, and there is every reason for believing
there are comparatively very few of the youth of school age
who are not able to read. : '

Every county in the State, even the most remote and isolated,
is organized and -has its public schools in operation. The
8ix new counties created by the last Legislature have been or-
ganized and started off upon their work at the beginning of the
school year, October 1st, with less friction than could possibly
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bave been expected, reflecting great credit upon the officers se- -

lected to manage the affairs of tha schools in those counties.

In obedience to the law I entered upon the work of Institutes

as soon as practicable, the first being the State Teachers’ Insti-
tute, held at De Funiak Springs in the month of February, 2d

week. Over three bundred of the most earnest and wnxious of .

the teachers of the State were present and enjoyed a week of
most profitable instruction from such men as Dr. Payne, of the
University of Michigan, Dr. Edward Brooks, of Pennsylvania,
and others of equal prominence. While I congratulated myself

upon the number present I could but feel that the number was’

small when compared with the number of teachers employed in
the State, and to whom the educational interests of the children
so vital are committed. If the members of any profession or vo-
cation should be diligent in acquiring all that is to be gained
and to keep up with the times and progress of the age, it is the
profession of teaching. ’

County Boards shouald look well to this particular matter and
bestow the most important places upon those teachers who
manifest the desire to keep themselves well and thoroughly in-
formed in their field of work, everything else being equal.

A Convention of the County Superintendents was also called

at the same place and during the same week. Kighteen of the

thirty-nine were present, and the conference, and comparison of
work, the manner of superintendence of the county schools, the
difficulties encountered and the impediments existing and how
overcome, made this meeting of County Superintendents most

profitable and pleasant, every one present expressing great grat- -

ification,

For these, the State Teachers’ Institute and the Convention

of County Superintendents, we are greatly indebted to the Su-

perintendent, Dr. A. H. Gillett, and the officers of the Florida,

Chautauqua, especially W. D. Chipley, Esq.,and the P. and A.
R. R., the ever liberal F. R. & N. R. R. and the Florida South-
ern. All of them co-operated so as to place the costs of travel
at g0 low a rate, viz: one-half cent per mile going and return-
ing, and for low rates of entertainment to the teachers, and for
the instructive and entertaining lectures from the foremost edu-

cators of the country, as to énable all who felt so disposed to-

attend. I would respectiully recommend, since the State pro-
vides for the expense of instruction and carries the County In-
stitutes to the county, that teachersshould be required to attend
under penalty, unless good and valid reasons should be given
for absence.

In the month of June, as soon alter the adjournment of the
Legislature as possible, I organized a corps of instructors, con-

sisting of Professors H. N. Felkel, J. W. N. Erwin, Henry Merz,
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I, W. Demilly and Mrs. H. K. Ingram, and began the work of
Teachers’ Institutes in various counties.

Institutes were held in thirteen counties, between the 15th
day of June and September 30th, and were as follows: Santa
- Rosa one week, Holmes one week, Polk two weeks, Brevard
one week, Nassau (white) one week, Nassau (colored) onme
week, Baker one week, Bradford one week, Madison (white)

. one week, Madison (colored, assisted,) one week, Calhoun one

' week, Leori (colored) two weeks, Columbia two weeks, also col-
-ored.
For a more definite report of this work I refer to the report
made by Professor Felkel at its close:

TArLAHASSEE, September 18, 1887.
- How. A. J. RusszLy,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction:

 Smr: In accordance with your request I herewith annex a
veport of the Teachers’ Institute work for the summer of 1887.

Respectfully submitted,
-. H. N. FELKEL,
Principal Institate Instructors.

REPORT.

In closing the Institute work for the summer 1 teel justified
in saying that, all things corsidered, there were many encour-
- aging features connected with it, and that it has resulted in giv-
ing a new impetus to educational thought in our State.

Tostitutes were held in thirteen counties, covering a period
of sixteen weeks. At each of these Institutes, however,a num-
ber of teachers from the adjoining counties were present, s0
that the counties visited do not represent the entire territory
prought under the influence of our work,

While the attendance as a whole was not what we had hoped
. it would be, yet viewed in connection with the many extenu-
ating circumstances we have reason to feel satisfied with it, for
whenever the number of teachers present was small in propor-
tion to the total number reported as at work in the county there
were causes to justify the disparity. Ia some instances the
Lounty Superintendents did not understand the proper meth-
ods to be employed in working up an Institute, and in others
there had been 2 change in the office of County Superintendent
just previous to our visit, o that sufficient notification had not
been given to the teachers. . And still another reason is to be
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- the State to spend their vacation before we had time to notify
-them, while the people generally had concluded that the work
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found in the fact that the appropriation to cover the expense of

the work was not made by the Legislature until late in the ses-
sion, and under a feeling of uncertainty as to whether or not the
Institutes would be held many of the teachers had gone from-

would not be undertaken at so late a date.

We were pleased to notice.the-increased favor with which In-
stitute work is now received by the teachers of the State.
They bezin to understand and appreciate the advantages to be
gained by attending these meetings, and a spirit of interest has
been evinced during the past summer that had not before been
noticed. In addition to this sentimeunt on the part of the teach-

ers we find that the citizens generally are disposed to foster

our work and to lend us the encouragement of their presence.
This latter fact cannot but result in good, for the trustees and
patrons by attending these Institutes will better understand
what a teacher’s qualifications shiould be, and in this way it will
come that only true merit will be recognized. -

As to the usefulness of these Institutes in our school system
there can be no question. 1n the first place there are a number
of persons engaged in echool work who have received no spe- -
cial preparation for it and whose means are too limited to per-
mic them to attend a training school. These teachers receive
in the Institutes suggestions on the most approved methods of
instruction and are thus enabled to incorporate them in their
work. In the second place, by this meaus, a uaniformity in
school-room work is secured throughout the State, a fact which
can but result in beunefit. And lastly, but most important per-
haps, these meetings attract attention to the schools and thereby
stimulate that interest in education which is so much to be de-
gired, and which could not be accomplished so wellin any other
way.

I was present at most of these Institutes and addressed the
teachers upon the duties and responsibilities of their profession
and work, and urged them to great diligence and energy in a
proper equipment of themselves. I also addressed the people
in reference to the public school system, pointing out the du-
ties of patrons in seconding the efforts of earnest teachers, and
have reason to think much good was accomplished.

The cost of these Institutes in the aggregate was $1,587.59,
vouchers for which are on file in this office.
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I have also visited many of the schools in various counties,
selecting schools frequently located in remote neighborhoods,
in order that I might ascertain the condition and advancement

" of our schools situated away from lines of travel and contact

with the centres of population, and was agreeably surprised in

- the conduet of these schools, the solid attainments of the pu-

pils, the earnest-hearted teacher and the pride of the people in
their neighborhood school. :

While the people of Florida may coungratulate themselves
upon their school system, there are localities where great room
exists for improvements and progress, but I find the spirit and
desire for such advancement present with all concerned, and I

.. have no fear but in a short time these counties will move upon
- - the line and take their places in the front ranks, '

The increase in the number of schools is very gratifying,
also the increase in the number of teachers employed. New
and neat, comfortable school houses have been built all over the

- State, new and modern improved sittings have been supplied,
»- and much closer attention is given in many parts of the State
to the hygiene, ventilation and light of the school room and

grounds. .

The following summary, taken from thé tables at the close
of this report, and to which special attention is invited, and
other data, will readily convey a knowledge of the increase for

" tbe year 1887, the total enrollment, the daily average attend-

ance, increase in daily attendance,the total number of teachers
employed, number of white teachers, number of colored teach-
ers, total amount of expenditure for schools, the cost per capita

- for pupils in daily average attendance, and the cost per capita

for pupils enrolled upon the school registers, the number of
white schools operated, the number of colored schopls operated,
the number of male pupils in attendance, the number of fe-
males in attendance, and the value of school property owned
by the State and counties and actually used in the school work,
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COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS.
Count.y High Schools, or graded schools, have been estab-

lished and are in sucgesaful operation in several couuties and

are doing an excellent work. Notably among the counties

" having these schools are Duval at Jacksonville, Jefferson at

Monticello and Waukeenah, Madison at Madison, Nassau at

. Fernandina, St. Johns at St. Augustine, Escambia at Pensa-
-cola, Hillsborough at Tampa, and Columbia at Lake City.

These are county schools, open to any pupil who may ad-

" vance to such grade as is required to enter the High School,

from any county school, thus affording an opportunity to all

"the people of the county whe desire a High School course for

their children.
It is aimed to meke these schools intensely practical and
useful. In addition to the branches usually taught in High

- Schoolg, a business course embracing book-keeping and busi-
- ness rules is tanght, and normal instruction is given and prac-

tice work is afforded in the school in teaching, resulting in giv-

" ing some of the best, brightest and freshesl young teachers we

bave in the work. These are in most cases employed as assist-
ants under older teachers, and are thus matured in the work.
We have no city schools exclusive as in some of the States ;
each county is a School District under the government of a
Board of Public Instruction, consisting of five members, who

- are appointed by the State Board of Education, and are made

a corporate body by the law; and also a County Superinten-
dent ; and all the schools are county schools whether in cities
and towns or not, and are under the same government.

There are two State schools, known as the Hast and West
Florida Seminaries, the former located at the city of Gaines-
ville in Alachua county, and the latter at the Capital City,
Tallahassee.” Both of these Beminaries are admirably organ-
ized and are doing an excellent work for the youth of the
State. For a more detailed report of these schools you are re-

" ferred to’the reports of their respected Presidents, below :

Tae SeMinArrY WEST oF THE SUWANNEE Riveg,
Tarvanasser, December 20, 1887.

Ho~n. A. J. RusseLy,
Superintendent of Public Instruction :

DEar Bir: 1 have the honor to submit, for your information,
a brief report of this Seminary :

When called from a distant State to the Presidency of the
Institution in August last, I forthwith examined its charter, and
the subsequent acts of the Legislature of Florida modifying the
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same, in order that I might be able to snggest to the honorable

Board of Education a plan of reorganization in harmony there- .

with. This examination disclosed the tollowing facts: That
the leading aims of the Institution as set forth in its charter
are,-““ the instruction of persons, both male and female, in the
art of teaching all the various branches that pertain to a com-
mon school education,” “to begin instruction in thie mechanic
arts, in husbandry and agricultural chemistry, in the funda-
mental laws, and in what regards the rights and duties of citi-
ship.” That the charter turther authorizes the delivery of lec-;
tures on these and “ any other science or branch of literature

the Board of Education may direct, at such time, and on such.

conditions ”” ag they may “prescribe.” That a subsequent act
(passed February 4, 1861,) empowered the Board of Education
““to organize the Institution upon a collegiate and military ba-
sis;”” and that a subsequent act still, amendatory thereto,
(passed May 31, 1887,) prescribes how the military department
shall be organized, should the Board of Education, in their dis-
cretion, adopt the military system. ’

After a careful examination into the condition of the Semi--
nary, it seemed to me that the Institution was neither subserv- -

ing the main purposes for which it was established, nor was it,
in a proper sense, crganized upon a “ collegiate basis ;”’ though
teaching a nominal collegiate course in connection with the com-
mon school branches. It appeared, however, from the Secre-

tary’s books that the annuity of the Institution had never been -

adequate to provide for eflicient technical instruction in the
mechanic arts and husbandry; and that instruction in peda-

gogics had only been maintained by legislative appropriation, .

which the last Legislature discontinned.

Uuder these circumstances, I recommended to the Board of

Education to limit the scope of instruction in the Seminary, for
the present, to high school and collegiate courses, leaving open
the question of its development in the technical departments,
above mentioned, for consideration when more ample means
should be supplied, either by the State or by private benefac-
tions ; and to discontinue training in the primary branches, for
which ample provigion is already made in all of the counties
of the State.

Further, desiring that the Institution should be characterized

by 1ts high standard of instruction and graduation rather than

by any nonessential featnve, like the military, which, with its
acknowledged value, when properly conducted, is too often al-
lowed to overshadow the more essential, mental and moral ele-
ments of training, I recommended that this feature be not
adopted, for the present at least. )
The Board of Education adopted the above recommendation,

/
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and I accordingly outlined a high school course and two colle-

- giate courses leading to appropriate degrees, which courses were

duly approved and ordered to be published.

The Board of Education completed the reorganization of the
Institution by the election of Professor A. F. Lewis, 2 Master

‘of Arts of the College of New Jersey, Princeton, and of Miss
. Elizabeth Bangs, a Bachelor of Arts of the University of Michi- -

gan, a8 my associates, teachers of superior qualifications and
successfut experience, recommended by me with sole reference

- to their fitness for the work to be done.

- ‘The lateness of the reorganization of the Seminary (Septem-
ber 7th) made it impracticable to advertise the Institution suf-
ficiently, but notwithstanding this and other drawbacks the ses-
sions opened October the 3d with-encouraging prospects. More
than eighty applicants for admission presented themselves on

. the first day, and the number was soon swelled to ninety-seven.

Of these only sixty-nine were admitted, the rest being found
npon examination to bé unprepared to enter the lowest high

"+ school class.

The rejection ot so many applicants for admission (28) was
quite a disappointment to both children and parents, but was a

-necessary step towards relieving the Seminary of a grade of
“.-work which belongs to the common schools, and enabling its

Faculty to devote themselves exclusively to their legitimate
work.

So far from working an injury this step has already borne
froit in the increased respect of the students and citizens for the

- Institution, and in stimulating the ambition of the rejected ap-

plicants and other children and youths who are looking forward
to entering the Seminary, to prepare themselves thoronghly for
its classes. This effect has been especially noticeable in the
students of Leon Academy, Tallahassee, and it is believed has
proven a valuable aid to Principal Woodward and his associ-

“ated in the work of the year.

The regular students of the Seminary are divided into three
classes—two of them in the High School Department and the

other in the Collegiate. Though not a few of these students.

lacked thorough preparation for the classes to which they were

-assigned, nearly all have made, commendable progress, and if
_they continue to manifest as much zeal and industry through-

out the session as they have up to the present time, the major-

- ity of them will be advanced to the next highest grade at its

close. . :

Besides the students who take full work, there is quite a num-
ber of young ladies who attend the French and German classes,
and who mauvifest quite a decided appreciation of the excellent
advantages offered by the Institution in these departments,
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Some of them had dropped out of schoel for one or more years,
but are glad to embrace the opportunity now offered to extend .

their education in these directions; and their example has had
a most stimulating effect upon the younger class of students.

It is earnestly hoped ghat the increased interest which is now -

. manifested in the Seminary may rapidly increase, and that the

Institution may soon gain so large a share of public confidence -

28 to.stimulate the youth of the various counties west ot the
Suwaunee, and indeed of other sections of the State, to prepare
themselves to keep the advantages it offers; and that it may

thus prove an important factor'in the promotion of higher edu- .

cation in the State.
Itis the purpose of the Board of Education to spare no effort

or expense (which they may legitimately incur) to make the In- -
stitution worthy of the confidence of the people of the State;-

and on behalf of the Board and Faculty I earnestly iuvoke
your valuable aid in endeavoring to accomplish this object.
Respectiully submitted,
. Ged. M. Epcar,
President of the Seminary West of the Suwannee River. -

SEMINARY EAST OF THE ' SUWANNEE RIVER.

I regret that no.report from the officers of this excellent.
Seminary has been received for the year 1887. It is doubtless
an oversight.

I can say, from my own observation and knowledge of its
work, that it is an excellent school, provided with a first-class
corps of teachers, and is up to this time the best military
school in the State, and will compare favorably with most mil-
itary schools in the South. Its facilities and capabilities for a
full Seminary course are of the best, and the work of the
school is giving general satisfaction. Extensive equiping and
repairing has been done during the year. Its extensive and
beautiful campus has been neatly enclosed, its capacious dor-
mitory fully completed and furnished, so that all male pupils
can be comfortably accommodated. The President, Colonel E.
P. Cater,and his family, reside in the barracks, as also the other
officers and teachers, thus guaranteeing a wholesome influence
and discipline, while female students are accommodated in the
families in the city of Gainesville. The students matriculated
for 1887 exceed one hundred in number, and are as fine a looking -
body of young men and iadies as may be seen in any school,
and give promise of excellent results.

STATE NORMAL COLLEGES.

A Normal College for white students and a Normal College
for colored students were provided for by the Legislatare av its
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E » gession in 1877, and on® October 1st these were respectively

opened and put in operation, the one for white students at De-

- Funiak in Walton county, and the one for colored students at

Tallahassee. Considering the infancy of these ipstitutions

"their success has been remarkable; in the college for whites
“ there "have been fifty-two matriculations coming from both

sexes, and in the college for the colored forty-seven. These

- students are reported by their faculties as being very earnest in

their work, bhaving a very high conception of the professidn
they are preparing to enter, and fully realize the responsibility
and importance of the work. .

The course consists of two years in the art of teaching and
imparting instruction,.and such studies as are necessary upon

“finishing the course; and graduating, a diploma is granted and
. the graduates are made licentiates of instraction. These di-

plomas constitute life certificates of the first-class in the State
of Florida. An academic or preparatory course is also given,

. so that students who bave not been thoroughly prepared in

their academic work, may be thoroughly prepared to enter
upon the college course. . .

These schools will doubtless in a very few years supply from

- time to time numbers of vigorous young men and women, not

..only qualified educationally to enter ourrapidly growing school
" work, but who will be well up in the improved metheds of
.teaching, hygiene, ventilation, lighting and beauntifying the

school room, making it a place to win the esteem aund affection
of the pupil and command the respect of the patrons..

The State Board of ducation have been fortunate indeed in

-the selection of the faculties of these colleges. Prof. H. N. Fel-

kel, President of the white Normal, is an earnest, proficient
teacher, and has great pride in his work and 13 devoted to its
success ; Prof. T. DeS. Tucker, President of the colored Nor-
mal, is admirably adapted to his work and well qualified in
every respect. He understands the needs of his race in this
work, and is fully committed to supplying it in properly trained

-and qualified teachera.

~ Bbth these schools have been supplied with modern furniture
of . the most approved pattern, with globes, atlases, black
boards, and all other requirements for first-class work. A npew

. building has been erected: for the use of the colored Normal, a

simple Grecian temple, cruciform in shape, having three dis-

tinet departments for study and recitation. A college building
" was furnished the white echool a1 DeFuniak. : '

BLIND AND DEAF MUTE INSTITUTE.

This institute at St. Augustine is now in a flourishing con-

- dition, having at last found its way to the hearts and apprecia-
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tion of the parents and friends of the afflicted children of the
SBtate. It is a part of our publicschool system and is intended
to serve the same purpose to the blind and deat mute youth of
the State as the common schools to the general youth of the
State. For three or four years after this school was opened it -
seemed impossible to obtain the consent of the parents of these
unfortunates to allow them to leave their homes and attend the
school, but obtaining the attendance of a few, earnest and rue

work was done upon them, and these returoing to their homes -

during the summer vacations carried with them an argumnent

far more potent than mere words from the lips of teacher or

school officer, and gradually the fears have been removed from
the hearts of parents, prejudices broken down, the children

Liave been sent and now twenty-three of these most unfortun-

ate ones are in attendance, and are improving and advancing in *
a wonderful manner, and we are forcad to believe that God and

Eternity alone will ever measure the results of this grand work

inangurated and maintained by the State.

The afflicted of both races are admitted to the benefits of
this school, and are taught and fare slike, but in entirely dif-
ferent bnildiugs and at different hours. In many cases chil-
dren who had never been known to utter an intelligible sound
are now pronoununcing words; facial expression and lip gesture
are taught, and parents whose children are enjoying these
blessings are loud in praise of the institute, and profound in
their thanksgiving, as shown in their letters, -

An additional teacher, especially for the blind, is sadly
needed.* Unlike the schools for the sound, almost every pupil .
constitutes a class of him or herseif, and time- is consumed so
that the hours of the whole day are consumed, and then the
work has to be so hurriedly done as not to be as thorough as is
earnestly desired. -

I cannot refrain from expressing my admiration of Professor.
Park Terrill as a teacher in this peculiar field. He is most
excellent and is assisted by a most admirable teacher in the
person of Miss King, while his estimable wife assumes the bar-
den of the matronship, enabling me to assure the parents of’
these children not only of their eduecational advancement but
of a healthy moral growth, and a home influnence greatly to be
desired.

I earpestly recommend the employment of an additional
teacher for this Institute, '

#*Since this report was in type this necessary leacher has been supp]ied:
Ly the State Board of Managera. : .

‘

+
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.

Being aware of the condition and purpose of the Slater

. Fund, I applied for an appropriation to Dr. A. G. Haygood,

the General Agent,and in due time received the assurance

. that if the industrial arts eould receive thorough attention in

. any one of the regularly organized and operated public schools

. in'the State an appropriation of one thousand dollars annually
. would be made in its aid. ..

Al

* 1 at once wrote to the colored citizens of Jacksonville, where
the largest and best equipped public school was located, (Dr.
Haygood himeelf having visited that school and heartily ap-

. proved it) to call a public meeting for the purpose of consider-
" ing the important matter, and on the day appointed I met and
" addressed them upon the subject of practical education, the

education of the hand as well as the heart and head. Quite a

- large meeting was held, and I appealed to them to at once raise
"a fund of themselves, supplementing the amount the Board of
. Public Inrtrnetion of the county felt warranted to appropriate

to the purpose of a building for that object. The Golored. peo-
ple at once began to move in the matter and very soon raised
aod turned over to the Board four hundred'dollars. A patriotic

. and intelligent colored man, and a good éitizen, and an excel-

lent mechanic and builder, came forward and offered to erect
the building at prime cost, and do the work in a substantial
manner. This ofter was accepted and the result was that in the
course of a few months a two-story building, 25 feet by 50 feet,
neat and strong, well ventilated and lighted, was completed

. and ready for use, located upon the grounds of the Colored

Graded School of Jacksonville, and opened for instruction on
the first Monday in October, 1887, the beginning of the scho-
lastic year. Eight sets of wood-working tools were procured, -
work benches built, and everything in readiness. A teacher
was empleyed, a white man, a practical architect and dranghts-

. man and mechanic and builder, and of excellent character and

qualification.

Instruction in the nature and use of the various tools, and in
the working of wood, was commenced for the boys on the first

- floor, and the girls were taken to the second floor where needle

work, cutting, darning and other needful work of the kind is
faught, and where it 1s designed that cooking, laundry work

' and others qualifying the good housewife, shall be taught.

Two hours each day so appointed as not to confliet with
their regular school work is devoted each &chool day to this
very important part of our school training, and the results are
very satisfactory, as some of the work from this school, the

- handiwork of the boys and girls, on exhibition in the colored
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people’s exhibit at the Sub-Tropical Exposition, will already
show. :

If the aid from the Slater Fund 18 continued, and as we trust

increased, this school for industrial training will prove one of
the great blessings of our public school system. I cannot re-
frain from expressing my thanks and admiration for the prompt
and generous action of the County Board of Duval and the col-

ored people of the city of Jacksonville in seconding my efforts -
to inaugurate this important feature of school work among the .

colored pupils:

It is the earnest desire of the State Board of Education, and
especially of our Governor, that this feature of school work be in-
troduced into every school in the State, as far as practicable in

each. Some of theschools of course can go farther than others,
but all can take some steps whereby an appreciation of this -

valuable and usefal knowledge may be awakened and many a dor-
mant mechanie aroused, and set to thinking. Let every school ob-
tain a plane, a saw, a hatchet, an auger, a chisel. Let the teacher,

whether man or woman, acquaint themselves with the theory of

~.the use of titem, and then interest and instruct the pupils, and
we shall have at least started the good work. -

FLORIDA STATE AGRIOULTURAL AND INDUBTRIAL. COLLEGE.

This Institution is intended to be become the cope stone of .

our educational supetstructure, affording its studenis an oppor-
tunity for a full classical education, or if chosen 2 full specific
education in the theory of agriculture practically illustrated, on
the farm, in the orchard and grove, together with agricaltoral
chemistry, practically applied. Tn addition to this, industrial

training in a knowledge of the use of the mechanic forces, tools .

and implements used in wood, metal and stoue, is imparted,
while under the requirements of Congress military tactics and
science will be thoroughly taught, giving each student the
advantage of the system peculizr to a military orgaunization 80
admirable and valuable 10 any vocation in life. The collegeis
supplied with all the necessary equipments, except & complete
reference library and some scientific instruments. It has a
fine mineral and geological museom, 2 fine collection of na-
tural history, and is collecting 2 fine exhibit of the State ge-
ology, woods, birds and animals, has a well equipped labora-
tory, lecture hall, and spacious dormitory, where students may
lodge and live under the eye of the faculty. Daring the year
the college grounds have been greatly beautified by the culti-
vation of grasses, shrubs and flowers, and a general arrange-
ment of walks and avenues. A model barn has been erected,
adapted to storing crops, housing cattle and stock, and caring

for these so as to ensure the best possible resalts. A cottage
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" "home for farm hands has been erected contiguous to'the barn
the farm lands have been enclosed by a neat and subst,antiai
board and wire fence, new land cleared and valuable farm work
done in experimentation with various crops; while during the

~ year 1888 a building for industrial instruction will be erected

- and a laboratory building constructed and various other neces-

>. sary improvements made, meantime the regular college work

- ‘astomishing why parents do not use this excellent opportunity

oost, sending them out of the State for that purpose, tht -

_ing the State tributary to the coffers of ot,her:' SEat.eé L?V;Jz:l t‘(,ll]l‘e

“opportunities enjoyed are no better and iu many cases by no
means equal. d

The doors of their own college are open to their sons (and I

. hope at no distant day will be open also to their daughters)

free of all charge for tuition and a nominal charge for living,

- \f:iif)'on'dlm% an opportunity for either a classical education, or a
iberal education, with agriculture, or industrial traini
. stndent may elect. T : !?lﬂg, 2 the

ARBOR DAY. |

| mation, Arbor Day was almost universally observed with great
i ‘enthusiasm and pleasure and profit. The schools, as well as
¢ the patrons look forward in each recurring year for the coming
* of Arbor Day, and all commend the introduction of its obser-
_vance as fall of blessing and profitable instruction, and desire
- most heartily its perpetuation, ' ’

304 schools are reported as participating.

9,779 children ené)aged. ¥ pating

5,129 trees planted.

17 towns and cities engaged in planting.

20 churches entering into the spirit of the day.

- I'am rejoiced to be able to render so encouraging a report of
*_the great school work in which our State is so successfully en-
- . gaged, and realize that now nothing is necessary but undying
_ diligence anq ‘work on the part of the ofticers into whose hands

this interest is placed to maintain this.steady growth until our
State shall take her place alongside and abreast with the fore-
. most States of our great Union. . :

tables at the close of this report.
2

has been steadily carried forward, and the work done by the.
students is reported by the President as excellent. There were
in regular attendance for the year 1887, forty-two students. Itis '

* for the complete education'of their sous instead of at great.

On the 10th of February, 1887, in obedience to your Procla- -

- For further detailed statistical information I refer you to the ‘

N
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Totals.....l......
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Public
tion
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..........
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Showing the number of Schosls opened Jctober 1st, 1887, the number of
increase over the preceding year 1886-1887, nnmber of Pupils enrolled,
the number of Males, the number of Females, the number of White Pu-
pils, the number of Colored Pupils, the number of White Teuchers and
the number of Colored Teachers:
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