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Mr. Bynum made a similar request in reference to the
death of Hon. R. A. Reid.

The motion of Mr. Chipley was agreed to, and the Chair
appointed as such committee Messrs. Bynum and Hartridge.

My, Chipley moved, as a token of respect to the memory of
the deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn unti! Lo-morrow
morning at 10 o’clock;

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned unéil 100 ‘clock to-
morrow morning.

Confirmations.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

LEON CUUNTY.

District No. 1—Flavius T. Christie.
District No. 2—John Bradford.
District No. 3—Miles Johnson.
District No, 4—Hugh T. Black.
District No. 3—dJulius 8. Diamond.

MADISON COUNTY.

District No. 1—W. H. Dial, Jr.
Distriet No. 2-—T. J. Blalock.
Distriet No. 3—L. J. Porter.
District No. 4—N. W. McDonald,

John Mooney, John A. Merritt, E. . Putnam, to be Pilet
Commissioners for the Port of Pensacola, Florida,

WEDNESDAY, juxEe 2, 1897.

The Senate met pursnant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

The roil being called, the following Senators answered to
their names:
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Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Barber, Blitch of 20th,
Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Clark, Crosby, Daniel,
Darby, Dlmlck Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley, Hooker,
Myers, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phlpps
Reeves, Loberts, Thomas and Wadsworth—25.

A guornm present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motion the reading of the Journal was dlspensed with.

The Journal was corrected and approved.

Mz, Phipps offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution No. 43:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at—Arms of the Senate be al-
lowed the sum of twenty- five (25) dollars extra for clerk hire
in the preparation of his pay rolls, etc., for this session of
the Senate.

Mr. Phipps moved the adoption of the resolution,

Mr. Blitch of 20th moved to lay the resolution on the
table;

Which was agreed to.

A message was 1cce1ved from the House of Repleaenta-
tives,

Introduction of Bills.

By Mr. Hartridge:

Senate Bill No. 302:

A Dbill to be entitled an act requiring a special licens: tax
to he paid by express companies doing business in this Htate:

Which was vead the firss time by its title.

Mr. Hartridge moved that the rules be waived, and Senate
Bill No. 302 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And Senate Bill No. 302 was read second time by title.

Mr. Hartridge moved that the ru'es be waived, and Senate
Bill No. 302 be read a third time and put upon its pas=age;

‘Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And Senate Bill-No. 302 was read a third time in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—DMr. President, Messrs. Adams, Blitch of 20th, Blitch
of 21st, Bynum, bhlpley,clalk Crosby, Damel Dumck Hart-
ridge, Hendley, Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 1lih, Phipps,
Robe\ts., Wadsworth and Wllhams—w

Nays—\Tone

So Senate Bill No. 802 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.

Mr. Adams moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-

e
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Jowed to call up Senate Bill No.260, now on its third read-
mg;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And,

Senate Bill No. 260:

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and empower the
towns of this State to levy a tax net exceeding three mills
apon the assessed valnation of the real and pelsonal property
of such town for the purpore of working the streets thereof,
or to work their streets under provisions of the general hw
of this State,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and pus
upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs, Adams, Barber, Blitch of
20th, Bliteh of 21st Bynum Chipley. Urosby, Daniel, Dimick,

-Gfullald Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts Thomas, W‘id“—-

worth and Williams—17.

Nays—Messrs. Hooker, McLin and Palmer of 11th—3,

So Senate Bill No 260 passed, title as stated.

Mr, Myers was excased from voting.

Mz, Blitch of 20th otfered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the roll of Senators be called once, and that
each Senator as his name is called shall be allowed to take np
any bill on second or third reading.

Mr. Bliteh of 20th moved the adoption of the resolution;

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Carson moved that the rules be waived, and that mes—
sages from the House of Representatives he taken up;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

Mr, Bliteh of 2lst moved that the messages from the
House ot Representatives be spread upon the Journal without
veading , and that the bills therein be read tne first time hy
1itle and referred;

Which was agreed to.

Messages from the House.

The following message from the House of Representatives
was read: '
HousE or REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra,, June 2, 1897. f

How. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of Senate:

Sir—1 am directed by the House of Repreééntatives to
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-—

House Bill No. 231: .
A bill vo be entitled an act relating to proceedings drawing
in question the validity of elections under the prehibition

law, and to prescribe the time in which such elections may be
questioned.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

. Very respectiully,
‘Wat. Forsyra BYNUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.
And House Bill No. 231, contained in the .above message,

was read the first time and referred to the Committes on
Privileges and Elections.

Also the following:

Houst oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FrLa., June 2, 1897.§

How. Cras. J. PrrrENoOT,
President of the Sevate:

Sm—I am directed by the House of Représentatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed— .

House Bill No. 4063:

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florids
Herald Publishing Company.

And respectfnlly request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Wu. Forsyra BYNoM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 4064, contained in the above message,

was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-—
mittee on Corporations.

Algo the following:
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FLa., June 2, 1897,
Hown. CHas. J. PERRENOT, .

President of the Senate:
Sig—I am directed by the House of Representatives to

e T e
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 262:

A bill to be entitled an act to empower cities and towns to
assess omitted lands and lands illegally sold for taxes.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto. '

Very respecttunlly,
Wu. Forsyre Bynum,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.
And House Bill No. 262, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com~
mittee on Finance and Taxation,
Also the following:
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra,, June 2, 1897.4

#.w, Cuas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir—1I am directed by the Fouse of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 885:

A Dill to be entitled an act making it the duty of the See~
retaty of State to take charge of and have {ull control of all
books in the State library, and empoewering him 10 build
shelves for same.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,

‘Ww. Fonsyrre Bynuy,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives,

And House Bill No. 385, contained in the above message, -
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on State Affairs.

Alse the following:

House oF REPRESENTAPIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897.}
Hown. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sr—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has -

passed—

House Bill No. 364:

A Dill to be entitled an act to repeal chapter 4426 of the
Laws of Florlda, entitled an act to authorize railroad and ca-
nal companies to condemn Jand and water rights for terminal
facilities.

And rvespectfully uquest the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
‘Wu. ForsYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 364, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Judiciary.

Also the followingr

Housk or REPRESENTATIVES, |
TALLAHASSEE, FLa., June 2, 1897.§

Hon. Cras. J. PErRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Siz—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 341:

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel J.
Reynolds, a fish commissioner of the State of Florida,

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Wwu. Forsyra By~xuw,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 341, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
nmittee on Judiciary.

Also the following:

HoUusEk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897.

Hon, Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:
Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-

—
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form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 240:

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the adulteration of
candy.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate:
thereto.

Very respectfully,
‘Wu. Forsyra BYNuM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 240, contained in the above message, was
read the first time by its title.

Mr. McLin moved that the rules be waived, and House Bill
No. 240 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a twe-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 240 was read second time by its title.

Mr. Mclin moved that the rules be waived, and that
House Bill No. 240 be read the third time and put upon itg
passage;

Whlch was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 240 was read a third time in full,

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas——DMr. Pl!—‘sldent Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Bhtuh of 20th,
Bliteh of 21st, Clnpley, Clark, Or usby, Dimick, Galllald
Hendley, Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts,
Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams—19.

Ways—DNone.

So House Bill Mo, 240 passed, title as stated.

My, McLin withdrew Senate Bill No. 145.

Also the following:

HouseE 0¥ REPRESENTATIVES,
TarLLAmASsER, FLa., June 2, 18&)7.}

Hown. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate: “

Qrr—1I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
orm the Senate that the House of Representatives has
assed—

House Bill No. 282:

A Dbill to be entitled an act to give jurisdiction fo county
judges in all misdemeanors punishable by fine and imprison~-
mext in the county jail in counties where there is no connty-
court or criminal court.
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And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senafe
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Whr. Forsyre Bynum,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No 282, contained in the above message,
was read the firss time by its title and referred to the Com-
miitee on Judiciary.

Also the following:

TatvarassEg, Fra., June 2, 1897.
Hox. Cuas J. PErRENOT,

Houst oF REPRESENTATIVES. %

President of the Senate:

Sie—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the IHouse of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 300:

A Dill to be entitled an act declaring the town of Bast
Tampa, in the county of Hillsboiough, and State of Fl oridu,
50 be a legally incorporated town.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Wu. Forsyra Bynuy,

" Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 300, contained in the above message,was
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on City and County Organization.

Alse the following:

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLARASSEE, Fra.,, June 2, 1897,

Hox. Cuas. J. PrrRRENOT,
President of the Senate:

S1r—I am directed by the House of Represematlves to in—
form the Senate that the! House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 274:

A bill to be entitled an act “to amend section 2396 of the
Revised Statutes of Florida, relating to the crime ot rape,

mx
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ang to i)rovide a penealty for assault with intent to commit.
Tape.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.
Very respectfully,
‘W Forsyra ByYNuM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 274, contained in the above message, was-
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary.

Also the following:

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897.

Howx. Caas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to in—
form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

House Bill No. 256:

A Dill to be entitled an act to amend paragraphs 1 and 2 of
gection 1458, Revised Statutes, relating to supersedeas upon-
appeals in equicy causes.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,

Wn. ForsyrH BYNﬁM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Heuse Bill No. 256, contained in the above message, was:
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on Judictary.

Also the following:

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TarLsEASSEE, FLa., June 2, 1897,

How, Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Siz—1 am directed by the House of Representatives te in~--
from the Senate that the House of Representatives has
assed—
House Bill No. 255:
A 1ill to be entitled an act to amend paragraph 2 of sec—
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tion 1279, Revised Statutes of Florida, relating to superse=-

deas upon writs of error.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Semalf

- - thereto.

. Very respectfully,
{ BB Wit Forsyra BYNuM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives
And House Bill No. 255, contained infthe above message, »a%
read the first time by its title and referred to the Commibier
on Judiciary.
Also the following:

[

HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES; B
TaLLAHASSEE, FrA,, June 2, 1897. %,

Hon. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
. President of the Senate:
S1e—I am directed by the House of Representatives to in—
3  form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
f . passed— .

2 House Bill No. 179:
k 14 A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of creditors 0%

insolvent traders. .
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Sennie

¥ lhereto.
' Very respectfully,
Wu. ForsyTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives:
And House Bill No. 179, contained in the above message,.
% was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
‘%' mittee on Claims. '
Passed to second reading.
" Also the following:
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES; -
TALLAHASSEE, FLa, June 2, 1897. §,

How. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives 3o~
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has

passed—
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House Bill No. 375:

A Dbill to be entitled an act to lepeal an act to auLhouze
and regulate the selling of pools in this Stfue being chapter
4023 of the Laws of Florida.

Andxespectfu]ly request the concurrence of the Senate’
thereto.

Very respectfully,
W ForsyTu Bynuar,
Chief Clerk House of Ilepresentatives.

And House Bill No. 375, contained in the above message, was
vead the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Judiciary.

Also the following:

Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Tarranasser, Fra., June 2, 1897.

Hox. Cmas. J. PERRENOT,

President &f the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to .

inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

Senate Bill No. 90:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend chapter 4226, Laws
of Florida, approved May 80, 1893, entitled an act te amend
section 1366 of the Revised Statutes of the State of Florida,
in regard to the terms of the cireuit court of the First Judi-
cial Circuit of Florida.

Very respectfully,
Wwu. Forsyru Bynum,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 90, contained in abnove message,
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

HousE or REPREsEN"rATIVEs,
TALLAHASSEE, FrLA , June 2, 1897, §

Hox. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to

i
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
assed—

Senate Bill No. 18:

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit arrangements, con-
tracts, agreements, trusts or combinations, and certain other
octs or things intended or tending to prevent, hinder or ob-
struet the lawful sale of Florida heef or other beef or fresh
meat or cattle or other edible animal in this State, or tending
to monopolize or control the sale or price thereof.

Very respectfully,
‘W ForsyTH BYNUM,
‘Chief Clerk House of Representatives.
And Senate Bill No. 18, contained in the above message,

. was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:
Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.
Hown. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Smr—I am divected by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

Senate Bill No. 276:

A bill to be entitled an act to require the official phosphate
samplers of each port of this State from which phosphates
are shipped to inspect each and every car of phosphate arriv-
ing at snch port for shipment, and to issue certificate for the
same, and to provide for his compensation therefor.

: Very respectfully,
Wt ForsyTH BynuM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 2176, contained in the above message,

- was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

House 0F REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FraA., June 2, 1897. }

Hon. CrAs. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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foform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
prassed—

Senate Bill No, 265:

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county of Du-
—ral to issue bonds for the purpose of purchasing school sites
and constincting, repairing and furnishing buildings for the
use of public schools in said county.

Very respectfully,
WM. Forsyra Bynun,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Benate Bill No. 265, contained in the above message, was
referved 1o the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

House OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TartranAssER, FLa., June 2, 1897,

How. Cnas. J. PerrENOT,
President of the Senate:

Srg—1 am directed by the House of Representatives to
izform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
patged—

Senate Bill No. 206:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend Section 31 of chapter
3£96 of the Laws of Florida, entitled an act to amend the city
«charter of the city of Tampa.

Very respectfully,
Wi ForsyrH BYnUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

.&Jld Benate Bill No. 206, contained in the above message,
rwas veferred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
Also the following:

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES, _

Tarranasser, Fra., June 2, 1891.

‘Host. Cras, J. PERRENOT, ’
President of the Senate:

Sm—1 am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
farap the Senate that the House of Representatives has
Dissed—

Senate Bill No. 72:

& Bill to be entitled an act to amend section 2347 of the
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. Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the dis-
y position of the proceeds of life insurance.

Very respectfully,
W Forsyrr Bynu,
Chief Clerk Hounse of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 72, contained in the above message,
-was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.
Also the following:

Houst oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TaLnaHassee, Fra., June 2, 1897.

Hr

Hon. CrHAs. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

. 2

Sir—1I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

Sevate Bill No. 162:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 939 of the Re-
vised Statutes of Florida, velating to the examination of
licensing of pilots by pilot commissioners.

Very respectfully,
Wwum. ForsYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 162, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897,

Hon. CraS. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has -
passed—

Senate Bill No. 61:

A Dill to be entitled an act to create a corporation to be
pamed the Key West Insurance Company, and to confer cer-
tain privileges thereon.

Very respectfully,

Wat. ForsyTH BYnuM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.
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And Senate Bill No. 61, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Commitiee on Enrolled Bills.
Also the following:

HoustE oF REPRESENTATIVES, L
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897.

Hox. C. J: PerrEenor,

President of the Senate:

Sie—I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed— '

Senate Bill No. 220: )

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the incorporation of
the city of Miami, in the county of Dade, and to declare the
incorporation of said city to be valid and of full force aad
effect.

Very respectfully,
Wwu. Forsyra Byxuwm,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 220, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Comniittee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

Housk oF REPRESENTATIVES,
TaLuanasser, Fra., June 2, 1897,

Hox. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir—1 am directed by the House of Rapresentatives to in-
form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed—

Senate Bill No. 178:

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Orlande
to confer the offices of clerk, assessor and treasurer, or any
two of such offices, upon one person. ‘

Very respectfully,
Wu. Forsyra Byxum,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 178, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Committee on Envolled Bills.
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Reports of Committees.

Mr. Hartridege, Chairman of the Committee on Jonstitu—
tional Amendments, submitted the following report:

SuENATE CHAMBER,
TarrauasseR, Fra., June 2, 1897,

Hon. Caas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sie—Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to
whom was referred—

House Joint Resolution No. 43:

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution.

Also,

Senate Joint Resolution No. 114:

Proposing an amendment to the Constltutxon of the State
of Florida.

AlSO,

Senate Joint Resolution No. 292:

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution.

Have had the same under consideration, and recommend
that the same do not pass.

Very respectfully,
‘ Joun E. I1ARTRIDGE,
Chalaman Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

And House Joint Resolution No. 43, and Senate Joint
Resolutions Nos, 114 and 292, contained in the above report,
were placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr., Williams. Acting Chairman of the Committee on
Finance and Taxation, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TArLLAHASSEE, FrLA., June 2, 1897,

Hox. Cras. J PerrENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom
was referred—

House Bill No. 172

A bill to be enmled an act aut,honzmof the Gcvernor,
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Comptroller and Treasurer to deposit the public moneys in
such banks as shall furnish collaterals, providing for the sale
of such collaterals and prohibiting the Treasurer from depos~
iting any moneys in any bank without the consent of the
Governor and Comptroller.

Have carefully examined the bill, and recommend that it
be amended as follows:

In line 4, section 9, after the word “county,” atrike out
the words “and municipal.” In lines 4 and 5, section 2, after
the word “‘counties,” strike out the words ‘‘or cities.”

And as thus amended recommend that-the same do pass.

Very respectfully,
ArraUR T. WILLIAMS,
Acting Chairman Committee on Finance and Taxation.

And House Bill No. 172, contained in the above report,
together with the amendments offered by the committee,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading

Mr. Hartridge, Chairman of the Committee on Constitu~
tional Amendments, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FrA., June 2, 1897,

Hox. Cuas. J. PErRRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to
whom was referred—

House Joint Resolution No. 36:

Proposing an amendment to section 13, article 16, of the
Constitution of the State of Florida, relating to the making
of official bonds.

Beg leave to report that they have had the same under
careful consideration, and report the same without recommen-
dation,

Very respectfully,
Joun E. HARTRIDGE,
Chairman Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

And Houge Joint Resolution No. 36, contained in the
shove report, was placed on the calendar of bills on second
reading.

Mr. Adams, Chairman of the Special Joint Committee ap-
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pointed to examine the books and records of the Department
of the Commissioner of Agriculture, submitted the follow-
ing report:
TarrLaHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897,
How. Cuas. J. PErrENoOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your committee appointed to examine the books aad
records of the Commissioner of Agriculture, have made a
careful and thorough examination of the same, and submit for
the years 1895 and 1896 the following report:

Having taken the report of the Commissioner of Acricul-
ture made to the Governor of this State on January 1, 1897,
as a basis of our investigation, we find;

SWAMP LANDS.

Upon examination of patents now on file in the office of
the Commissioner of Agriculture, we find since the 1st day of
January, 1895, there has been patentsed to the State of Florida
137,068 29-100 acres. These lands being lands granted to
the State of Florida under act of Congress of September 28,
1850, came by law into the custody of the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund and have, in a great measure, been
disposed of by the Board of Trustees in the fulfillment of con-
tracts previously made by them, in conformity with the acts
of the Legislature with the several impuoveruent companies
of the State:

The {ollowing table will show the exact location of each
particular parcel of said land by township and range. :

GAINESVILLE,
S .
2 2
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Feb. 1,1895 ........ 103 68 22e 40.62 .ee
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Feb. 20, 1895........ 106 67n 25e 263.17 (oieenn.
68n 25e 4482 ..... .
66n 26e 72951 ... ....
67n 26e  2,918.20 ........
66n 27e 3,213.22 ........



Feb. 20, 1895. ...

Feb. 35, 1895. ...

Feb. 25, 1895

July 6, 1895

.....

Patcnt No.

—
el
=]

—
—
[244
[S4]

Towunship.

=z
[=r G §
B>

6s

12s
10s

33
128
13s
10s

23

b

58

23
48

[«~]

[N = ]
b 2w Range.
fed

[S-]
©
o @

B o
D o
o o

250
25e
26e
26e
20e

Te

14e
16e
17e
3e
4e
4e

7e
Te
Te
Te
1le
12e
14e
14e
15e
15e
15e
20e
Sw
15e
15e
16e
1%e
17e
17e
18e
18e
18e

Acres,

4,170.21
4,501.48
660.51
1,008.45
1,737.31
187.217
2,268.24
5.56
92,370.39
18,004.92
6,231.77
80.15
79.91
5217
40.20
526.50
481.52
961.54
618.96
40.15
1,037.57
159.87
129.45
79.68
79.83
218.20
39.72
$40.00
39.90
82.10
225.89
309.00
80.19
318.66
40.58
199.92
120.27
80.53
199.23
120,04
119.46

........
--------

........

309.00

........
........
........
........



July 6,1895.........
Jan. 10, 1896...... ., .

March 27, 1896...... ..

Moh.7,1896.. .. vonne

Mch. 7,1896.. ... ..
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o Township.

] -
LU o U
wwwm®noww

308
24s
1s
11s
198
23s
32s
a8s
on
in
2n
2n
3n
3n
6n
8s
98
28
33s
448
468
17s
18s
19s
208

22s
238
248
408
428
18s
198
208
338
358

Range.

[#2)
=]

9e
e
29e
10e
18e
20e
25e
26e
2e
32¢e
34e
39%e
4le
26e
2%e
l4e
16e
15w
22w
25w
10w
10w
20w
2Tw
27w
21w
28w
28w
28w
28w
28w
28w
28w
28w
28w
29w
29w
29e
29e
29e

RO

Acres.

161.28
200.00
1,763.37
401.20
39.81
80.00
160.00
40,00

40.00
75.02
810.00
1,329.00
330.00
80.00
51.07
162.00
270.22
42.00
40.00
79.97
39.00
160.40
88.65
40.00
80.00
399.02
640.00
436.09
520.59

. 555,81
1,062.19

160.70
36009
159.79
42.05
320.00
199.33
319.72
599.92
639.61
2,600.00

........
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Patent No
Township.
g

Mech, 7,1896....00.. 438 29e
Oct. 22, 1896,....... 1n 1l6e
s 1l4e

158 14e

3s 1l5e

4s 1lse

48 16e

108 16e

148 16e

48 18%e

6s 18e

114 6s 19e
28 20e

28 2le

48 21e

228 22%e

288 23e

8s 24e

218 24e

225 24e

348 24e

388 4le

Bls 42e

—
bt
w

NortE.

Patent No.112. This patent called for
out of which there
was located in the
State of Georgia

Leaving as per statement -

Patent No. 113, This patent called for
of which there was
included in former
patents

Leaving as per statement

137,068.29

3,946 14-100 acres '

321 29-100 acres

3,624 85-100 acres

10,091 49-100 acres

280 00100 acres

9,811 49-100 acres
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Patent No. 114. This patent called for 2,961 06-100 acres
' of which there was in- :
cluded in former pat-
ents 78 74-100 acres

2,822 32-100 acres

The record of sale of swamp lands sold by the Commissioner
of Agriculture at the price of $1 per acre, aggregate 2,436.10
acres; that which was disposed of to actual settlersat 25 cents
per acre, aggregate 6,979.17 acres. The proceeds of such

gales are pald into the treasury of the Internal Improvement
Fund. '

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS.

The records of this department show that on January 1,
1895, there remained in the hands of the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund, 105,100.82 acres. Amount sold in
1895, 2,305.56. Amount sold in 1896, 1,537.89 acres, leaving
a balance on hand "on January 1, 1897, of 101,257.37 acres.
These particular lands were granted under acts of Congress
of September 4, 1841, to the State of Florida for Internal Im—
provement purposes, and by an act of the Legislature of the
State of Florida entitled an act for the reliet of Jacksonville
and the counties of Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Suwannee,
Jefferson, Duval and Leon, chapter 3474, Acts of 18838, They
wete granted for the relief of said city and counties and the
proceeds trom the sale of all of said lands are placed to the
credit of said city and counties as provided for in said act,
which bonded themselves for the benefit of certain railroads
that are now in operation in this State.

f£CHOOL LANDS.

On January 1, 1895, the records show 373,418.92 acres on
hand. The amount of school indemnity lands approved
in 1895 and 1896, 3,995.89 acres. Total amount, 377,414.81
asres. The amouunt of land sold in 1895, 15,655.70 acres.
The amount of land sold in 1896 is 5,983.98 acres, Total
amouns sold, 21,639.68 acres, balance on hand Janwary 1,
1897, 355,775.18 acres. Amounts received from above sales
of school lands, together with amount received on school land
sold under provision of sections 449 and 453, during the years
1895 and 1896, and prior to January 1, 1895, aggregate
$20,343.58. '

Receipts found in the office of the Commissioner of Agri-
culture show that the above sum was paid into the Staie
treasury for the benefit of the general school fund. '
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SEMINARY LANDS,

The records of the office of the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture show the amount of these lands on hand January 1, 15895,
to be 30,796.05 acres. The amount of these lauds sold in
1895 and in 1896, was 40.11 acres. Balauce on hand Januvary
1, 1897, was 50,755.94 acres., The amount received from said
sales, $50.14. The receipts show the disposition of the same,
as the law directe.

A recapitulation of the land sales made by the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture in 1895 and 1896, and published on
page 24 in his report to the Governor, dated Janunary 1, 1897,
1s an exact abstract of the books, records and land sales of
his office.

The tabulated statement of the land transactions of the
Commissioner of Agriculture, as set forth in his report, obvi-
ates the necessity of a recapitulation and the farther publica-
tion of the same. : ’

There are in the office of the Commissioner of Agriculture
lists of all United States lands subject to homestead entry in
many of the counties of the State. Such lists have been so
revised as to show the number of acres and a description of
the same in many counties in the State, and any person inter-
ested can procuie a copy of the same at a nominal cost.

TAX SALE LANDS,

The lands certified to the State on account of unpaid taxes
for the years 1891 and 1892, under the “Hammond bill,”
which were disposed of by the Commissioner of Agriculture.
His receipt for moneys paid into the State treasury on this ac-
count we find to be correct, as per his statement.

After a careful survey of the difficullies surrounding tax
sales, and the vital errors connected therewith, entailing a
‘heavy expense to the State without recompense, your com-
mittee has drafted a bill and would recommend its passage,
transferring to the Commissioner of Agriculture the care and
disposition of all lands sold to the State for taxes, and of all
lands certified to the State for unpaid taxes for the years 1891
and 1892.

OFFICE REPORT.

The salary of the Commissioner of Agriculiure, as provided
by the Constitution of the State, is $1,500 per annum, with
the provision that the Legislature may, at the expiration of
eight years, increase or diminish the same at its discretion,

The report made by the Commissioner of Acgriculture to
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the Governor, January 1, 1889, occupied but seven pages; in
1891 his report covered 152 pages in pamphlet form; in 1893

~the report required 133 pamphlet pages for its publication; in
1895 the report occnpied 158 pages of the pamphlet, while in
1897 the bunsiness of the oftice had increased to such an extent
that no less than 218 pages in pamphles form were vequired
for its publicatior. The work of the department has increased
to such an extent as to require the handling and answering of

- 15,000 letters per annum, that must necessarily be copied, and
some of which are of such a nature as to require the expendi-
ture of several days’ time in search of the information re—
quired. Each parcel of land sold we find to be entered on
five different vecords: I'irst)the map; second, the entry book;
third, the abstract book; fourth, the tract book; fitth, the
record of deeds.

Your committee would earnestly recommend that the salary
of the Commissioner of Agriculture be increased to $2,000
per annum, and that he be ullowed a clerical force amply suf-

g ] Scient to sustain the efficiency and usefulness of his depart—
%8 ment at its present standard.

STATE CHEMIST.

Upon a thorough investigation of this department in all of
. its details, we are forced to recognize the great advantage
) accruing therefrom o the farmers, fruit growers and trockers
of the State, in enabling them to make an intelligent selec-
tion and application of the fertilizers best suited to the growth
of their respective crops, and the law requiring the analysis
of all such fertilizers offered for sale in the State, and publica-
tion of same, is a great protection to the purchasers against
imposition.

The report of the Commissioner of Agriculture covering the
disposition of funds received, we find to be in full accord with
¢he receipts on file in his office. In order to further extend
the further usefulness of this department, we would recom-
mend the passage of a bill now before the Legislature for the
establishment of a geological sarvey of the State, the ap-
pointment of a State geologist and the appropriation of a suf--
ficient sum in order to carry out the purposes of the survey,
as detaiied in the bill referred to.

STATE PRISON

The records of this department show that on Jan. 1, 1895,
there were in the various camps of the lesses six hundred and
seventeen convicts. There were committed during the year

72 x
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1895, 429 males and 8 females. There were discharged dar-
ing the year 1895, 348; deaths, 21; esecapes, 20; recaptured,
4. Leaving on haund in the various camps on January 1, 1896,
six hundred and sixty-nine (669).

There were committed during the year 1896, 354; dis—
charged, 359; deaths, 23; escapes, 34; recaptured, 7. TLeav~
ing the nomber of convicts on hand on January 1, 1897, six
hundred and fonrteen.

By authority of an act of the Legislature approved 1893,
the Governor appointed an agent, who was directed to visit
the several convict camps, and to consider vheir welfare in a
geveral way, and to make investigation of the cases of cer—
tain conviets who might have meritorious claims to be con-
sidered by the Board of Pardons, and appropriated the sum
of §500 dollars for the expenses of said agent. This work,
we find to bave resulted in the pardoning, within the last
two years, of forty—four conviets. The number receiving par—-
dons in the two previous yearg, 1893 and 1894, being only
tweaty-one. (Bee report of Commissioner). . _

In consequenee of insufficient means to meet the expenses-
for traveling and research, it seems that the object of the law
was not fally accomplished.

. We recommend that $1,200 from the funds aricing.from the
hire of convicts be appropriated by the Legislature to pay tbe-
salary and the expenses incidental to such agent. The lessees
of the convicts keep them in many camps throughout the:
State, some of the camps being far removed from each other.
The number of eacapes in the past two years were more than
should be, and the agent appointed-to look atter the welfare
of the convicts shovld be made diligent in his care of this par-
ticular feature of the convict camps, and any lessee not pre-
pared to keep them safely should not be allowed to keep them
at all.

The death rate in the State prison we find to be far in ex—
cess of vhe mortuary statement in the census report, rate in
State prison being about three to every one hundred, and in
census report seven and one-fifth to every one thousand. Re-
lying ou the above information as being true, the people of
the State of Florida cannot become over—zealous in the
adoption of such measures as will secure to the State con-
viets every comtort that our civilization demands. :

The funds arising from the hire of convicts we find to
have been duly collected and distributed as the law directs.

FARM BTATISTICS,

The work of this departmest being confined almost ex—
clusively to the preparation of statistical matter, and the in-
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vestigation of questions pertaining to the agricultural inter—
ests of the State, a deiailed investigation into its affairs is.
wellnigh impossibie. While the work done in this direction

is undoubtedly of great value to the people of the State,.

your commitiee is forced to the conciusion that the value

and accuracy of these statistics, in so far as they are-

based upon.the report rendered by the tax assessors of the
several counties, would be greatly enhanced by insisting
upon = stricter compliance with the provisions of
section 350, chapter 1 of the Revised Statutes, under which
said tax assessors act in this matter. A close comparison of

some of the agricultural statistics collected in this manner;.

with well established facts, seems to justify the conelusion
that some, at least, of the county tax assessors have failed to-

comply tully with the requirements of the above seetien,.

which reads in part as follows: ¢‘It shall be the duty of each-
tax assessor in this State, when listing property for taxes, to-
also call on the tax payers in their respective counties en—
gaged in aqriculture, horticulture and stock raising {or neces--
sary facts and information for filling out such blavks as the-
Commissioner of Agriculture may furnish him, and for such
service such tax assessor shall be paid 5 cents for each tax
payer in the occupation heretofore mentioned.” * * =*
Should any assessor of taxes fail or refuse to comply with the-
provisions and restrictions of the Commissioner, the board of
county commissioners of his county shall, on notice from the-
Commissioner, withhold the fees dus such assessor for assess—
ing the State and county taxes. ‘

Aud your committee would, therefore, urge upon the Com-
missioner of Agricultpre the advisability of giving the county-
commissioners notice, provided for in the above section, in all

cases in which the rciurns received from any given tax as—.

rsessor show that he has failed to comply with the law. The
fact that the statistics in question are extensively employed
as a basis for the information sought by prospective immi-

grants,renders their accuracy and reliability a question of the-

first importance.

INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OR BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION.

This burean, as its mname implies, is devoted to-

the collection and dissemination of such information
as is likely to prove valuable to those who contemplate:
taking up their residence in this State. Nearly 7,000 letters:
bearing upon this subject have been received and answered-
during 1896, and the bareau stands much in need of printed
matter adapted to general distribution among intending im—
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geants, and the publication of a brief, vet comprehensive,
traatige, giving an adequate outline of the State and its varied
vezgurces, would do much to facilitate the work of the buvean
iw this direction. The present method of replying to ingnir-
Iex is necessarily cumbersome and expensive, and your com-
mittee would recommend the the publication of such a trea~
tize, or hand book, as that raentioned, as likely to prove
ecanomical to the S1ate and useful to those who desire to
number themselves among its inhabitants.

METEOROLOGICAL REPORT.

T nder this head the department annually compiles a mass
«f well digested and valaable statistical information upou the
subject ot climatic conditions as applied to the agricultural
waterests of the State. The data upon which this information
is based is derived dwectly from the Florida section of the
Thuited States weather buveau, by means of an arrangement
Ly which the bureau, in exchange for information supplied by
the Commissioner of Agricultare, furnishes, at a cost merely
nominal, snch data as may be found necessary. The anthority
auder which the Commissioner of Agriculture acts in this
enatter i’ found in section 140, article 7, of the Revised Stat—
utes, reqairing him o “disseminate information” and “give
intormation upon the above subject and others of interest to
unse who till the soil of this Biate,” The statistical tables
«:ompiled upon this subject in the anpnual report of the de-
pariment are 8o arranged as to give a complete outline of the
clim>tic conditions prevailing for each mounth in the year
at the principal poiutsin the State. Inview of the incalculable
damage inflicted upon the bhorticultural interests of the Siate
by sudden and severe frosts,your committee wounld argently re-
commend the adoption of some means by which the frost warn-
ings sent out by the weather bureau to the varions sta~
ztons throughout the State, may be more promptly and
thieroughly disseminated througheut the adjoining county,
either by eounding steam whistles, discharging rockets, by
the display of flags, or otherwie. At Zellwood, in Orange
gouaty, some sach plan has already been adopted, largely
chrough the exerticns of the Commissioner of Agricnliure;
aud in view of the vast importance of this subjecst to the fruic
grawers and truckers of the State your committee would ad-
wise an extension of the same plan in 8o far as it may prove
practicable.

THE STATE OENSUS.

&Tnder this head, the annnal report of the Commissioner of
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Agriculture tor 1896, embodies the regults of that' enumeratiow
of nopulation, ete., which, under a provision of the State Qon-
stitution, is taken every five years, and which was last made
in 1895. The most conspicuous feature of the census repors
ia the loss ot $29,764,089 in farm values since 1890, whieh was
due to the great freeze of the winter of 1895-6. Against 3his
logs may be set an increase of more than fitlty per cent. in Abe
namber of manufacturing establishmente, together with an in-
crease in the value of manufactured products of $5,383,983.
The inorease in the value of farm products is $3,292,948.55;
and the farm statistics indicate a tendency toward the turther
~sub division of agricultural holding, the increase in the nnw-
ber of farms being 2,912, while tha number of acres under enid-
tivation was only 12,869 more in 1895 than in 1890. An in—
crease of 267,918 acres held in undivided ownership is also
noted. The manufacturing statistics indicate a marked ia-
crease in the number of employes on the one hand, and 2
marked decrease in the rate of wages paid on the other. The
total population of tue State is 464,600, of which 271,561 are
white, and 193,039 are black. The total increase m

population since 1890 is 73,471, divided as follows: White,
46,612; black, 26,859. One bundred and forty-two thowsand
one hundred and eighty-three persons, or over thirty per
cent. of the entire population, are gathered in the towns aad
cities of the State. The mortuary statistics presented in ke
census report indicate a gratifying improvement in sanitary
conditions. The death rate in 1895 being but 7.20¢ i
each one thousand persons, against 10:12 per one thouws—
andin 1890.
1n conclusion, your committee wonld recommend when tho
State census of 1900 shall be taken, a further subdivisior. of
the enumerator’s districts, and the employment of a larger
number of enomerators. The value of a census depends
largely upon the rapidity with which it is taken, and ibe
closeness with which the scope of the inquiry is confined to
a few important points; and this result can best be attaincg
by the subdivision of the districts, the employment of more
enomerators, and less elaboratiou of detail.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
. F. Apaus, Chairman,
E. N. Dimick,
On part of the Senate.
Warnter S. Turxer, Chairman,
W. D. BALLENTINE,
J. P. Warni,
On part of the House..
Ocdered spread_on the Journal,

b
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Tr. Bynum, on behalf of the committee appointed to pre-
spare resolutions of respect on the death of Hons. J. P.
Roberts and R. A. Reid, submitted the following report:

SENATE -CBAMBER, |
TALLAHASSEE, F'La., June 2, 1897, {

How. Cuas, J. PerrENoOT,
President of the Senate:

Sie—Your Committee, to whom was referred the subject
-of vesolutions in memory of Hon. J. P. Roberts, of the
Fifth, and Hon. R. B. Re'd, ot the Seventeenth Senatorial
Districts, beg leave o submit the {ollowing report:

Whereag, In the death of Hons. J. P. Roberts and Robert
A. Reid, the State has lost two of her noblest sons, their fam-
ities loving protectors, their fellow citizens kind and thought-
ful neighbors, with hands ever open and ready to do for their
fellow man all that came in their way for the good of those
around them.

WWhereas, By their selection by their fellow citizens in
-October last they were Senators of the State of Florida and
members thereof with us, and it is eminently fitting that as
such we shounld pay honored tribute to their memory, there—
fore be it

Resolved, That we hereby testify our admiration for and
appreciation of the many high qualities that distinguished the
deceased Senators as citizens,}friends, soldiers, patriots and
“Christian gentlemen.

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the Jour-
nal of the Senate, and that an engrossed copy be sent to the
families of each of the deceased Senators.

Respectfully submitted,
J. H. T, Byx~uy,
Joux E. HARTRIDGE,
Committee.

Mr. Bynum moved the adoption of the resolution contained
ju the report, and that engrossed copies of the resolution be
gent to the families of the deceased;

Which was agreed to. _ :

Mr. Barber. Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed
Bills, asked until to-morrow moroing to submit his expense
report;

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
aubmitted the following report:

SenaTe CHAMBER,
TarranassEg, Fra., June 2, 1897,

Hown. Cras. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom was re-
ferred —

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
-of Levy.

Also,

A n act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern-
anent for the town of Milton, Santa Rosa county, Florida,
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of said town.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the
-sawme, and find them correctly enrolled. °

Very respectfully,
J. N. Hoox ER,
Chairman Committee on Enrolled Bills.

And the acts contained in the above report were referred to
the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATe CHAMBER, |
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897, {

Hown. Caas. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sie—Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred —

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
-of Levy.

And,

An act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern-

ment for the town of Miiton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida,
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of sad town.
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Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the
same, and find them correctly enrolled.

Very vespectfully,
J. N. HooxER,
Chairman Joint Committee on Farolled Bills,

And the acts contained in the abnve report were referred to
the Joint Comittee on Enrolied Bills 10 be conveyed to the

House of Representatives for signature of bpeakel and
Chief Clerk thereof.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the tollowing report:

SENATE CHAMBER, ]
TALLATIASEER, FLa,, June 2, 1897.

Hox. Cuas. J. PErrENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sie—Your Joint Committee on Earolled Bills, to whom
was referred—

An act to incorporate the town of Willisten in the county
of Levy.

And,

An act to incorporate and establish a mun’cipal govern-
ment for the town of Milton, in Santa Hosa county, Florida,
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and
powers, and to abolish the presens corporation of said town.

Beg leave to report that the same has been duly sigued by
the Speaker and Chief Clerk of ttie House of Representatives
and is herewith presented for the signaiure of the President
and Secretary of the Senate.

Very respectiully,
J. N. Hooxegr,
Chairman Joint Committee on Earolled Bills.

LEnrolled.

The President announced that he was about to sign—

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
of Levy.

Also,

An act toincor porate and establish a municipal government
for the town of Milton, in Sznta Rosa county, Florida, pro-
vide for its gover nment prescribe its jurisdiction and powers
and to abolish the present corporation of said town.
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The acts were therefore duly signed by the President and
Secretary of the Senate, and ordered returned to the Chair—

man of the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills to convey to
the Governor for his approval.

Mr, Hooker, Chairman of the Committee on Eunrolled Bills,
submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, |
TALLAHASSEE, Fra., June 2, 1897,

Hon. CHas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom was
referred—

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised .

Statutes of Florida, regulating the granting ot permits to sell
liquors, wines and beer.
Also,

An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth and

tributaries.
Also,
An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in

Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the
same, and find tkem correctly enrolled.
Very respectfully,
J. N. HooxkEr,
Chairman Committee on Karolled Bills.
And the acts contained in the above report were referied to
the Joint Committee on Enrolled Billa.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on En-
rolled Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLa., Juue 2,1897.

How. CHAs. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Str—Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred— '

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised
Statutes of Florida, relative to the granting of permits to selk
liquors, wines or beer.

Also,

= k-
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An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth and
tributaries.

Also,

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in
Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined
the same, and find them correctly enrolled.

Very respectfully,
J. N. HookER,
Chairman Joint Committee on Earolled Bills.

And the acts contained in the above report were referred to
the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills to be conveyed to the
House of Representatives for signature of Speaker and Chief
Clerk thereof,

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, l
TatvaHsseE, Fra., June 2, 1897, §

Howx. Cuas. J. PErrENOT,

. /
President, of the Senate:

Sir—Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred—

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of Revised Statutes
of Florida, regulaiing the granting of permits to sell liquors,
wines or beer.

Also,

An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth
and tributaries. :

Also, :

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large
in Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impouuding
and sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that the same has been duly signed by
the Speaker and Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives,
and is herewith presented for the signature of the President
and Secretary of the Senate.

V

Very respectfully,
J. N. Hook kR,
Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.
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Enrolled.

The President announced that he was about to sign—
An act to amend section 865 and 866 of Revised Statutes

of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to sell liquors,
. wines or beer. '

Also,

An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth
and tributaries.

Also,

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in'
Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

The acts were therefore duly signed by the President
and Secretary of the Senate, and ordered returned
0 the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills
to convey to the Governor for his approval.

Mr. Daniel, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, |
T ALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. {

Hon. Cuas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate.

Sie—Your Committee on Privileges and Elections, to
whom was referred—

House Bill No. 231: -

A bill to be entitled an act relating to proceedings draw-
ing in question the validity of elections under the prohibi-
tion law, and to prescribe the time in which such elections
may be questioned. . .

Have had the same under consideration, and recommend
that it do not pass.

Very respectfully,
W. J. DANIEL,
Chairman Committee on Privileges and Elections.

And House Bill No. 231, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

-
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Mr. Carson, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Apper-
tionment, submitted the following report:

SevATE CHAMBER,
TALLAUASSEE, Fra., June 1, 1897.

How. Cras. J. PErRRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Joint Commitiee on Apportionment, to whon
was referred—

Senate Bill No. 273:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 56 of the Be-
vised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the division
of the State of Florida into seuatorial districts, and to amend
section 56 of the Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, re-
lating to the apportionment of members of the House of Rep- -
resentatives of the State of Florida.

Have carefully considered the same, and herewith submit a
committee substitute for said bill, and recommend that the
substitute do pass. .

Accompanying this, however, we also hand a minority
report, signed by one member of the committee, recommend~
ing the passage of bill as originally proposed. '

Very respectfully,
C. A. Carsoxn,
Chairman Joint Committee on Apportionment.

And Senate Bill No. 273, contained in the above report,
together with the substitute offered by the commiittee, was
placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Clipley, on the part of the minority, submitted the fol-
lowing report:

| SepyaTe CHAMBER, |
TALLAHASSER, FLA., June 2, 1897. §

How. Cras. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Str—Your Joint Committee, to whom was referred— /

Senate Bill No. 273:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend sestion 56 of the
Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the
division of the State of Florida into senatorial districts, and
to amend section 56 of the Revised Statates of the State
of Florida, relating to the apportionment of members of the
House of Representatives of the State of Florida. -
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Have considered said bill, and the majority of your com-
mittee have made a report, therein recommending a substi-
tute, providing that the present apportionment be not dis-
turbed. The undersigned, the minority ol said committee,
begs to call your attention to the fact that the Constitution
of Florida makes it mandatory upon this Legislature to make
a re-apportionment of the State. '

Section 56 requives that the representation in the House of
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
counties as nearly as possible according to population, pro-
vided each ccunty shall have one representative-at-large in
the House of Representatives, and pno county shall have more
than three Representatives,

The undersigned questions the right of this Legislature to
disregard this requirement of the Constitution, and therefor
recommends that the original bill do pass.

Respectinlly,
W. D. CarpLEY,
Minority of Joint Committee.

~ Mr. Darby, Chairman of the Joint Committee appointed
to attend the meeting of the Iaterstate Commerce Com-
mission, held in Jacksonville, submitted the following report:

‘AvusTiN, Texas, April 15, 1897,
Hon. T. A. Darsy,

State Senate, Tallahassee, Florida:

Dear Sir:—Enclosed herewith find copy of testimony taken

‘before the Interstate Commerce Commission at Jacksonville

last week in what is called the “Vegetable Case.” Thisis the

> testimony which you ordered at the hotel. We were in New

Orleans several days, and employed some help there and have

" pushed it out as rapidly as possible. I enclose formal bill for

the same, thinking you will need it in this shape in order to

"~ have it paid without delay. Please address me at Washing-

gon, D. C., 2526 L Street, N. W. :
1 trust that you will find it satisfactory.
Very respectfully,
Franx Lyox.

TALLAHASSEE, FrA., June 1, 1897
How. CHAS J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:
DEeAR S1B ~The Joint Committee appointed to attend the

- ‘l
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meeting of the Taterstate Commerce Commission held in Jack-
souville, beg teave to submit this, their report:

The Commissioners seemed anxious to learn the facts in re-
gard to the discrimination said to be practiced agaiunst vege—
table shippers of Florida.

The testimony given by vegetable growers indicats that
unless the conditions which exist now are changed, Florida,
although by climate and facilities is adapted to raising in
open air early vegetables at a time when other sections are
not, and although having these superior advantages, the in-
dusuy will have to be abandoned unless, as stated above, the
conditions are changed.

For the foundation for this conclusion we beg leave to call
attention to the testimony of Representative Ayer of Marion
county, and others, which testimony herewith submitted shows
that the value of product‘,s are virtually consumed in tran-
sportation, leaving nothing for the producer, ‘

The testimony, as a whole, indicates that the rates now
arbitrarily made and collected, if continued, will not only im-
poverish the producer, depopulate the State, but eventnally
bankrupt the railroads. The railroad companies would do
well to employ agents 10 adjust freight rates with some idea
of political economy, and the future, instead of seeking to
make an apparent profit for the present, at the expense of the-
future well fare of the investments they represent.

All of which is reepectfully submitted,
T. A. Darpy,
Chairman of Senate Committee,

C A Colcolongh having heen doly sworn, testified as fol—
lows:

Abrams—Do you hold any position with the Veget,able
Growers’ Association of Alachua County?

Coleolough—Yes, sir; Secretary.

Abrams— Are yoa a shxpper of vegetables?

" Coleolongh—Yes, sir.

Abrams—How many years have you been engacred in that
business?

Uoleolough—I commenced in 1880—17 years ago.

There were two years, the years 1881 and 1882, when I was
not in the businese. With that exception, I have beenin it
continuously.

Abrams—Have you kept the run of freight rates during all
these years?

Coleolough—Yes, sir.

Abxams-—State to the Commission the difference betwee:
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the size of the cabbage crate of to-day and thesize of the crate
in 1888.

Colcolough—The crate in 1888 and prior to that date,
standard crates were 12-18-36-barrel crates. The cabbage
crate of the present day, the one we adopt at Gaineasville, is
11-20-39, and at McIntosh12-20-36. They are identically the
same inside measure. )

Abrams—What is the percentage of difference between the
two crates?

Coleolongh—The percentages of difference between the
crates? | .

“Abrams—Yes, sir,

Colcolough—Identically the same inside measurement.
There is a little difference outside measurement.

Abrams—About what is the percentage of difference be-
tween crates of 1888 and 18962 . :

Colcolough—Less than 10 per cent. The crate of to-day is
less than 10 per ceat. larger than tle crate of 1888.

Abrams—Can you state abont what the average weight of-
a crate of cabbage at this time is? :

Coleolough—I think about 125 pounds. The heaviest crate of
cabbage 1 ever weighed was 140 0dd pounds and the lightest
about 115. It varies accordingly to the solidity of the cab-
bage. '

Abrams—You never saw a crate of cabbages that weighed
180 lbs—did you?

Colcolough—No, sir; I do not think any one ever did.

Abrams--When you shipped cabbages in 1888 was there
any difference in the methods of charging freights than there
is at this time, or was it just charged so much per crate?

Colcolough~-It was so much per package crate, there were
two packages——a bushel package and a barrel package.

Abrams-—And they were charged so much by the package?

Coleolough--Yes, sir; there was never any additional charge
because of weight after the cabbage reached the markete,
that have been informed of. They were always carried through
at so much per package.

Abrams—Is there any difference now between the bushel
crate and the bushel crate of 18887

Colcolough—There is considerable difference between the
tomato now and of 1888. In 1888 the tomato crete was used,

box with a solid head; to-day they arefused with veneered
material and panel heads and are much lighter——probably
weigh half, the package alone, aud are small. They are ship-
ped in carriers, six baskets to the carrier. That package would
weigh, T suppose, 20 per cent. less than the 1888 package, 15
per cent. or 20 per cent. less, because of the space these bas-
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kets take up, the vacant space in the carriers which is not
utilized.

Abrams——What were the rates in 1888 {rom Gainesville,
points to New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore?

Colcolough—30 cents viasteamer—~-the Savannah steamers
of the Ocean Steamship Company, from Gainesville; 60 cents
per barrel; 30 cente per bushel; 66 cents all rail per barrel and
33 dents per bushel or box or. small package.

Abiame—You say that the bushel crate of to-day is lighter

" on tomatoes than it was in 18887

Coleolough—7Yes sir.

Abrams--Is there any difference in the weight of tomatoes
now from what it was in 18887

Coleolough—-The difference in the weight of the tomatoes.

Abrams--State the difference in their weight and their
{reight rate?

Coleolough--The rate has been very largely advanced.
From 66 cents all rail, 1888, it isnow $1.04. The rates have
been advanced this seagon 3 cents over last year. Last year
it was $1.01 on small packages. It was also advanced on
barrel packages 6 cents from ali pointsin Florida,but that rate
has been taken off on barrel packages on cabbage and potatoes
and put back to last year’s rate.

Abrams—Can yon state, if you know, what the rate is on
cabbage from New York to Gainesville?

Colcolough—-Yes, sir; I was shown the tariff sheet by a mer-
chant in Gainesville a few days ago. He said it was 45
cents per 100 via Savannah steamer, and that he had no all
rail rate.

Abrams—1I asked vou a question a while ago which I think
you misappr ehended? You have testified that the tomato
crate of 1888 was heavier than the tomato crate of 18967

Colcolough—Yes, sir. .

Abrams—Whag is the difference in the fr elohl? What did
they charge on a crate of tomatoes to New York, say,in
18887

Colcolough—30 cents via steamer, and 33 cents all rail.

Abrams—What is it now?

Colcolough—-It is 87 1-2 cents and 3 cents added this year
which makes 40 1-2 cents via steamer, and 1t is 53 1-2 cents
via all rail.

Abrams—Then the charges to-day for a lwhter crate of to-
matoes is bigher than it was in 1888?

Colcolough—Yes, sir; much higher, nearly double in some
instances via all rail—about 50 per cent. more—a fraction
over 50 per éent. more.

Abrams—How far is itfrom Arredonilo to Gamesvﬂle?
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Coleolongh—Six miles, it is called and a fraction over.

Abrams—What is the rate from Arredondo to New Yorks

per barrel or per crate?
Coleolongh—To New York?

Abrams—aIs there any difference in the rate from Arvredongss -

and Gainesville?

Colcolongh—Yes, sir.

Abrams—How much?

Colcolough—A difference of 16 cents, 1 believe, on barrels.
I am not positive of it.

Abrams—1I¢ is higher?

Colcolough—Yes, sir; it is considerably higher. Itisthe-

same as the Rocky Point rate and the Wacahoota rate?
Abrams—Are you a large shipper, Colcolough?
Colcolough—Yes, sir; I ship a great many.

Abrams—Have you recognized in your expenditures and

payments the difference between the rates now and those of
1888? :

Coleolough—7Yes, sir; very much.

Abrams—Have you kept yourself familiar with the increase
of vates? If you have, state the successive increases that have-
been made, if there are any.

Colcolough—The rates were first advanced in 1888 from S8

cents—no, 1 do not think they were advanced all rail that.

year. They were advanced from 33 to 66 cents in 1888, and 30
41 and 82, the following year, 1889. In 1890 they wera -

advanced from 82 to 85, and half that rate on small packages. .

In (891 the rate was advanced to $1.5¢ to $1.01.
Commissioner Clements—What vegetables are you talkiog:
about now?
Colcolough—Cabbage, I say half that rate on small pack:
ages.
® Abrams—When was the last inerease?
Colcolongh—This last winter.

Abrams— W hat was the totalincrease on each class of goodis -

per barrel or bushel, crate on the different lines?

Colcolongh—The increase via the Savannah steamer was

from 60 to 75—25 per cent. via all rail, 66 to $1.01.
Abrams—How was it via Portsmough?
Colcolough—That rate was increased in proportion. I azr.
not positive of the figures, but I think it was 65 in 1388, ands
now it is abeut 90 odd cents.

Abrams— Was the barrel crate increased via Portsmount¥-

"from 66 cents in 1888 to 91 cents in 18967

Colcolough—Something like that, you have the rate there...

Abrams—And from 33 to 354 on small packages?
Colcolough—Yes sir, I think something about that.
73 X
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Abrame—Ts this a correct statement of vegetable freights
paid by you 1 1895? (Handing paper to w1tne%ﬁ)

Colcolough—7Yes sir, I think so. Yes sir, I presume that
is correct. I sent a statement to Senator Call two years ago
and I think he turned it over to the Commission, which thev

had published, and he sent that back to me. I think that is a
€orrect statement.

Abrams—Does that embrace cabbages?

Coleolough—No sir, the cabbage crop was a faiiuve that
year, the freeze killed the cabbages that year and killed the
oranges.

Abrams—This was entirely to Eastern markets, was it not?

Colcolough—I am not positive, I suppose so; it appears 50.

Abrame—JHow many crates did you ship that year,
18952

Colcolough—1I do not remember now; I do not thml\ they
were added up; I do not remember e\actlv

Abrams—There is a recapitalation there.

Oolcolough—(After examing paper) 5216.

Abrams—How much freight did you have to pay on those
52167

Colcolough—$2,656.79.

Abrams—Those were altogether in o bushel crates , were they
not?

Colcolough—1I think so; I do not think that I shipped any
in barrel crates that year, That is my recollection.

Commissioner Prouty—Is that what youn shipped individ-
aally?

Colcolough—Yes, sir.

Abrams—What was the average youn had to pay per crate
on that?

Colcolough—50 cents per crate according to that.

Abrams—What was the farthest point North to which youn
shipped anything?

Colcolough—Boston.

~ Abrams—I wish you would take out the aggregate number
of Boston packages and state what that number is?

Colcolough—696.

Abrams—That leaves 4,520 packages that were shipped to
New York, is that correct?

Colcolough—Yes, sir.

Abrams—Does not that inclode shipments to Savannib,
Washington, Norfolk, Baltimore and Philadelphia?

Colcolough—Yes, sir.

Abrams—The average cost per crate paid by you in 1895 as
1 understand, was 50 cents per crate.

Colecolough—7Yes, sir.
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Abrams—While I understand that in 1888 the rate per
"hushel crate was only 33 cents to New Yoik?

Cnleolough—Yea sir,

Abrams—Now, Mr. Colcolough, has any other than the
tomato crateg, for cucumbers and the like, increased in size
-since 18887 _

Colcolough—1I do not know positively. In our section we
usea bushel basket, where we used a bushel crate formerly. I
do not know whether it holds any more than the bushel crate
or not. Isuppose not. °

Abrams—Are they not made to hold a bushel?

Colcolough—7Yes sir.

Abrams—Were not the crates of 1388 also bushel crates?

Coleolough—-I have been so informed. That was my 1m-
pression. I never measured them though.

Abrams—Do you observe any difference in weight between
the crates of beans and cucumbers in 1896 trom what those
bushel crates were in 1888, or are they relatively the same?

Oolecolough—Relatively the same. That is, I mean the
bushel baskets and the busbel crates. The tomato carrier is -

lighter, as I stated before, lighter than the old tomato crate.

Abrams—Ave not a large proportion ot the vegetables
-shipped tomatoes?

Colcolough— Yes, sir; a very large proportion, and they are
shipped almost exclusively now—in these carriers—iwenty—
four basket carriers—twenty-four quart carriers.

Abrams—Oatside of the vegetables in the crate, is not the
basket, crate lighter than the old bushel wooden crate?

Colcolough—Yes, sir; I do not think it would weigh more
than Falf. I am satisfied of it.

Abrams—Then the average of the bushel crate would be
lighter than it was in 1888 before the basket crate was used,
would it not?

Coleolongh—Yes, sir; I think so.

Abrams—From your shipping experience, can you state to
the commission whether or not you pay any less or more
freight now on the same shipments than you Jdid in 18887

Colcolongh—VYes, sir; I pay very much more.

Abrams—What?

Colcolough—I average, I think, about 25 per cent. more—
not less than that.

The Chairman—You mean more more in the package, or
more per 100 pounds?

‘Oolcolough—More per 100 ponnds.

Abrams—That is all.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION.

Baxter—My. Colcolongh, how long have you lived in
Florida?

Colcolongh—Twenty-two years.

Baxter—Did you engage in the vegetable business as soon
as you came to the State?

Colcolough—No, sir; T commenced in 1888,

Baxter—When did this vegetable business begin in Florida?

Colcolongh—Abous 1876, I think.

Baxter—Have you got accessible anywhere in the form of
a record, which you have kept as the secretary of your asso-
ciation, or as an individual, the rates charged from time to
time during the period you have been ia the business
or before?

Colcolrugh—No, sir; I have kept no record, ouly from
memory The railvoad, I suppose, have a record of it.

Baxter—1I¢ is not a part of the records of your association?

Colcolough~—No, sir; our association is a very recent one,

Baxter—Is there any thing in any of your public documents.
of the State that would show that?

Colcolough—No, sir;Unly in the railroad offices, I think,
I suppose that they keep a record of all these rates.

Baxter—Sometbing was said about cabbages being shipped
from New York to Florida. About what time of the year
does that shipment start in?

Colcolough—Well, I think it commences abount the 1st of
September.

Baxter—How long does it continune?

Colcolongh—Until about December 1st, or January, in
some years,

Baxter—How would the quantity of those inbound ship-
ments of cabbages compare with the quantity of outbound

-ghipments to New York from Florida?

Coicolough—1It would be a very small compared with the
ontgoing shipments.

Baster—Could you give us a percentage?

Colcolongh—No, si1; I bave no idea. I only judge it by
the number ot people in Florida as compared with the num-
ber in the North and West.

Baxter—Ave such shipments usual every year, or is it only
occasionally?

Colcolough—1I think every year in the fall we get cabbage
from the North,in fact, I know we do. We caunot grow
them here in the summer, becaunse in the long spell of warm
weather, the worms eat them.
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Baxter-—Are those shipments brought all rail, or all water?
-or part rail and part water? :

Coleolough— Part rail and part water, I think.

Baxter—Have you made any of them yourself?

Colcolough—TI have, years ago. '

Baxter—Did they come by 2l rail or all water?

Colcolongh—By Savannah steamers, thence by all rail.

Baxter—Do you remember how the rates were in 18967

‘Colcolough—7Y es, sir.

Baxter—Were they higher or lower than in 183887

Colcolough—The same; ideutically the same.

Baxter—How were they in 18857

QColoolough—The same, to the best of my recollection.

Baxter—And in 18847

-Qolcolough—The same.

Baxter—And all the way back to 1380, so far as you
can remember? '

Colcolough—TYes, sir; there may have been one or two
occasions when the railroads cut the rates North—cut them
dowa a little lower, but as a whole, they were the same from
she time I commenced business until 1830 in Gainesville.

Abrams—1 wish to ask you two or three wmore questicns,
Now, Mr. Colcolough, about how mauny car loads of vegeta-
bles are shipped annually from Gainesville?

Coleolough—I declare I can hardly answer that qunes—
tion, sir, I suppose 200 or 300 car loads.

Abrams—-About what proportion are shipped North?

Coleolough--1t is all shipped North and Northwest.

Abrams—What proportion is shipped Fast, and what
nroportion is shipped West?

Coleolough—-T suppnse about two-thirds is shipped
East from our station; I should think two-thirds from Gawes-
ville proper.

Abrams——That would be 200 of the 300 car loads?

Coleolongh-~Yes, sir.

Abrams——Can yon state what is the difference-—the
average difference—-in freight rates per car pow from 1888?
About how much did it approximate? -

Colcolough—Well, you know, the rates West are about the
same as they were § or 10 years ago.

Abrams—What is the difference now between the rates
Past and West? :

Colcolough-—~From Gainesville to Cincinnati, it is 54 cents
in carload lots per barrel crate to Chicago, 66 cents; to St.
Louis, 62 cents; to Columbus or Cleveland, I think, it is 68
<cents., [ am not positive about that. To New York, via
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steamer, it is 67 1-2 cents in car loads on caubbdge. AIl
rail, it is 91 cents. A. . L., 82,

Abrams—What I want to get at is—can you estimate aboat
how much per car wore approximately you people are paying
for freights now from Gainesville to points Bast—New York,
Philadelphia and Eastern Poiuts than you paid in 1883—about
how much per car wounld it average?

Colcolongh—Per car via Savannab steamer would be $13.00..

Commissioner Clements—That s, by rail 1o SBavannah, and
by steamer {rom there on?

Colcolongh—TYes, sir; A. C. D,

Commssoner Clementa—What does that mean?

Coleolough—-All rail despatch---$60.00. I do not remeniber
the A. €. L. Hoes,
¢ Commissoner Prouty—What is A, C. L.2

Coleolough — Atlantic Coast Line to Portsmounth and then
via steamer. I think the A, C. L. is about $40.00.

Commissioner Prouty—The average, you say, would be
about $40.00.

Colcolough—About %35 a car average, taking the three
lines.

Commissioner Prouty-—~Then, on the 200 dars, you were
paying about $7,000 per annum more that the same service
would have cost you in 18887 .

The Chairman—Abrams, I think that youn misanderstood:
My. Coleolough in the number of cars ehrppe(l from Gaines-
ville.

Abrams-~I understoad him to say 500.

Chairman—-TI think he said 200

Concolough—T thmk it is nearer 300 than 200,

Abrams—-Mr. Coleolongh, how do prices received by the
grower for his vegetables in 1896 compure with the prices he
received for the same productin 15887

Coleolough~—Iu 1896 oun all vegetables, with the exception
of cwbbap;e, in the fall of 1895, there was a severe drvouth
North and West and the cabbage crop was u failure. Last
geason they brought fair prices, the best for several years.
‘With that exception all the spring vegetables {rom our point,
at least, were very low.

Abrams—How do prices compare now with the same piod-
nets in 18887

Colcolough~~They are much lower on anaverage. The
business then was in its infancy.

Abrams—Can you give the Commission any information as.
to how these rates were raised, by what combination or what
agreement between these railroad companies to bring about
this increase of rates?
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Coleolongh--No, sir; I cannot answer that question.

Avrams—Do you know of any pooling of the vegetable
business by these roads?

Colcolough~—Y es, sir; there is no question about that.
Oue of the railroad men last year told me—we went to him,
two or three of us, to see if we could not get the railroads to
give us inducements, provided we tavew all onr freight on to
one line—and he toid ns that they could not do that any
longer, that they had gone into written agreements, and that
they were liable to heavy fines, provided they did any thing
of that kind. The year previous they bad been catting th
rate, giving rebates, that is, two years ago. :

Abrams—Did you go to Atlanta, in the endeavor to have
the rates adjusted, and if so, what did they tell you there?

Coleolough—Well, they did not tell us any thing much. I
bardly know what they did tell ns. They put us off; told us
they would bring the matter up before a future meeting of the
Freight Association.

Abrams—What Freight Association?

Coleolongh—That was the Southern Freight Association..
We went before Mr. Haynes at Mr. Papy’s invitation. Mr..
Haynes treated ns very nicely, and promised to bring the

matter up at the next meeting. We uever heard from it

since.

Abrams—There is another question I wish to ask. What:
would be the freight ou a car load of cubbage from Gaines-
ville to New York—about how much?

Coleolough—Now?

Abrams—Yes, sir.

Coleolongh—200 crates were $182.00—about 90 cents &
crate. _ )

Abrans—iVhat would be the freight on a carload of melons
going over the same route? -

Colcolongh—T have the rates from one of the offices. They
gave me the rates per 100. T will have to calculate the
rates to New York. A. C. D, it is 45 1-2 cents per 100;
that s, $9.25, T believe, per ton; 12 tons would be about
$100.80 and a fraction cver; that would be per car load of
24,000 pounds. To Philadelphia, would be 42 1.2 cents per
bundred; $8.25, I bLelieve per ton. To Baltimore, it would
be 38 1-2 cents per hundred. To Boston, Mass., it would be
64 1-2 cents; to Richmond, Va, 83 12 cents; Norfolk, the
same; Portsmouth, the same. Ta Cincinnati, would be 35 1-2
cents per hundred, _ :

Commissioner Clements—1Is that the car load rate on
melons?

Colcolongh —Yes, sir; by steamer to New York it would be-
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382.9 per car load; to Philadelpbia, $82.20; to Baltimore,
BY77.56; to Boston, $92.80. That is by Savannah steamer.
Tha rates on cabbage are nearly double. _

Commissioner Clements—What is tbe difference in the
“reight of the carload; how much is hauled in the carload of
22¢h in weight?

Colcolonugh—They estimate 2 carload of melons tc weigh
24,000 pounds.

Commissioner Clements—And a carload of cabbages?

Colcolongh—It would be 200 erates, and & crate is supposed
#a weigh 100 pounds; but now, I think, they ciaim it weichs
~more; 200 crates would weigh ten tons, 20,00 pounds; at 120
= the crate it would be 24,000.

Baxter—I understood yeu to say that there were about 300
sarloads shipped from Gainesville, and of that about 200 went
Faat and 100 went West. Is that right?

Doleolough—Yes, <ir; that is my opinion, as near as I can
et i

Baxter—Do the shipments West move about the same as
she shipents East or after?

Coleolongh—The same time.

Baxter—Do you wmeet any competition from Mobile and
#hat section in shipping west to Chicago markets and Ohio?

Coleolough—TIu is very limited. Their cabbage, the com-
-pission men say, comnience to move about May 1st, some-
vimes a little earlier. We generally get through from the
Tt to the 10th of Blay.

Baxter—\Well, now, in this shipment of vegetables, what is
~he first vegetable that commences to move?

Liolcolongh—Lettuce from our section.

Baxter—When does that commence?

Colcolough—It commences in December.

Baxter—How long does it last?

Colcolongh-~Until April.

Baxter— What is the next one?

.Colcolough--The next is cabbage and peas.

Baxter—They come in about together?

Colcolongh—Yes, sir.

Baxter— What time do they commence?

Colcolough-—About the latter part of February, and they
Aast until May.

Baxter-—Well, your next line ot vegetables?
iColcolough--The next are cucumbers and beans.
Baxter—And they commence about when?
~Golcolough—About the 1st of May.

Baxter--How long do they last?

Colcolongh-—About three weeks.
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Baxter-—And then nexi?

Colcolongh-—Tomatoes commence about the 20th of May.

Baxter-—How long do they last? B Bt

Colcolough—TUntil about the 20th of Juue. wos

Baxter~—What next?

Colcolough——A few egg plants; very little.

Baxter~—When do your potatoes come in?

Colcolough—We plant very few at Gainesville. They
come in about the latter part of May.

Baxter—The movement of this vegetable trafiie, then, may
be said to be from about December 1st to about the 1st of
July?

Colcolongh—Yes, sir; June generally winds it up.

Baxter—It extends over a period of about six months? ‘

Coleolough—7Yes, sir.

Baxter—These vegetables raised here come in abuut the
eame time, I sappose; so there is a large demand tor cars at
the same time?

Colcolough—T7Yes, sir; T suppose so, all over the State youn
mean?

Baxter—Yes.

Colcolough—7Yes, sir; they generally mature all over the
State within six months.

Baxter—Speaking generaily, from the the time you first Th
became acqnainted with the business to the preseut time, has ok
it been a prosperous or an unprosperous busines:s? .

Colcolough—It hias not been a prosperous business, 4k

Baxter—The tarmers have lost money? Lot B

Colcolough—There are but a very few farmers but what A

I3

are in debt. A great many have gone from our szction and . g
Arradondo. v
Baxter—Gone away from the State? e
Coleolough—Yes, sir; within six miles of Gainesville was o
a thickly settled section a few years ago; now it is deserted. D
Baxter—There is no other business for them to go into? '
Colcolough—--No, sir; no other buasiness that they can malke
a living at. i
Baxter—Is there any other trafiic for the railroads to carry R 1
out of that section? _ ) :
" Qolcolongh—They get lumber, phosphate rock aad flint
rock for the jetties. "I do not think they are in that business
now; and cotton, that is pretty well over now.
Baxter—Does the lumber move in large quantities, or has
that been exhausted?
Colcolongh—It moves in large quantities.
Baxter—You spoke of the price of vegetables being very
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much lower than in 1888. Is not that trae of almost every—
thing elze?

Colcolough~—Yes, sir,

Cowmissioner Pxoutv~H0\v does the time of service be—
tween here and New York compure now with the time of ser-
vice in 1888?

Coleolongh—Via the steamer agd A € L, I think they are
identically the same. I know they are by the Savannah
steamenr,

Commissioner Prouty—Was the rail commuaication as
made then the same as it is now up to Savannah?

Colecolough—TYes, sir; to the Savannah steamer. We had .

. some trouble on the Mallory line to Fernandina. It did not
make as quick time.
Commissioner Prouty—How is it as to the all rail line?

Calcolough—We never had any prior to 1883. They first-

gave us a rate of 66 ceunts per barrel in 1833, Prior to that
time it was Ailantie Coast Line and Savannah Steamer Line.

Commissioner Prouty—How quick a pussege did this
66~cent rate which you got ir 1883 eatitle you t0?

Colcolongh—About four days.

Commissioner Prouty—How quick” a passage do you get
now?

Colcolough—About the same,

Commissioner Prouty—So the service was about the same
as 1t is now as to time?

Colcolongh—7Yes, sir.

Commissioner PxouW—How does the service compare be-
tween New York and Chicago?

Coleolough—The service ta Chicago, I thm]\, is about 2 day
longer, all mﬂ

Commissioner Prouty—Than to New York?

Qolcolongh—Yes, sir. To Cincinnati and New York I
think the service is about the same in point of time:

Commissioner Pronty—Of how much importance in ship-
ping vegetables is a day’s time?

Coluoloxwh——l do not know that it is a grea® deal of im-
portance. They have cluimed to make it in 72 hours last
year.

Commissioner Prouty—Now, the question is does it make
any difference to you people who have vegetahles to ship,
whether they go in three days, or four days, or five days?

Colcolough—~7Yes, s1r; we want quick service.

Commissioner Pmuty-—-VVhy do you want quick service?

Colenlough—Because vegetables are perishable,

COml’lll's:lOﬂel Prouty-——Now, how much betier is a four-day

;
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gervice than a five-days’ service to you? How much more can
you afford to pay for it?

Colcolough--Weii, T do not know hardly.

Commissioner Pr ou'v--Of course, that means money to
you?

Coleolough—7Yes, sir.

Commissioner Pronty—Can you tell the Commission how
much difference in a money point of view, there would be
between a four and five day service between here and New
York?

Colecolongh--Where we make eclose connection with the
steamer we can make it in a little less than four days. The
fastest steamers make it in 52 hours from Savannah;and
from here to Savannah it is from 12 to 18 hours.

Commissioner Prouty—-Suppose that those trains took 24
hours to go up there, instead of 13, would it make any ditfer-
ence to you people? '

Colcolough--No, sir; I do not think it would. It would
make virtually a day’s difference. For instance, the steamer
leaves to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. We would have to
ship this morning at 8 to connect.

Cowmmissioner Pronty—Can you afford to pay any better
freight rate trom here to New York because it takes a day’s
less time? Say that the railroad company puts on a special
train to hit that steamer, is that worth anything to your
dollars and cents?

Colcolough—7Yes, ~ir; I suppose so.

Cummissioner Prouty-~How mueh?

Coleolough—How mueh, I cannot tell. I do not think
that it is worth the mifuence that they chargs us.

Commissioner Pronty—And you do ot think that the
express freight servics between here and New York is worth
the dufference in the freigh'?

Quleolongh—TI do not shink the service is any better than it
was nine years ago.

Commissioner Prouby—-\\ThV do yon not sell your vege-
tables in Chicago?  Cun yon get bet er prices in New York
than Chicagu?

Colecolough—7Yes, siv; from onr point.  Point south of us
ship lar crely to the West.

Commissioner Prouty--1f I understand you correctly,
these vegetables ave all shipped in buwrrel crate packages or
bushel crate packages, and they charge so much a package?

Colcolough—Yez, sir.

Commissioner Prouty--It does not make any difference
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what that package contains, it is the same price for a lettuce
package, a tomato package or a cucumber package?

Colcolough--Yes, sir,

Commissioner: How much do they charge for transport—
ing a bushel of cucumbers to New York?

Colcolough 53 1-2 cents, all rail.

Commissioner Prouty: What is it worth after it gets to
New York?

Colcolongh:  The average, the season through, I suppose
it would sell-—well, there is a very great difference betwesn
zeasons, it would depend upon the production.

Comumissioner Prouty: About how much?

Coleolough: T do not suppose it would average much more
than that.  We consider that we make money if we get 50
cents net.

Commissioner Prouty: Youa would have to get about $1.25
to pay charges all around?

Colceo! ough—l esg, 8ir.

Commissioner Plouty»How many cucumbers do you put
- wto that kind of package?

Ooleolongh—1 have never counted them. I suppose about
3 or 10 dozen,

Abrams—As the cornmission has asked you a guestion in
regard L0 special trains, I will ask whether or notitis a fact
that if you require your crates to meet some particular
steamer instead of spevial freight trains being sent to meet
that steamer, you have not to pay Mr. Plant’s Southern HEx-
mess, and send it by express to meet that steamer?

Colecolongh—Very often we do.

Commissioner Prouty—Yon pay express rates?

Colcolongh—Express rates to Savannah to meet the
ateamer.

Abrams—Hauave you not an express rate to connect with the
fast freight on the Atlantic Coast Line?

Colevlough—Yes, sir; we have an all rail express rate.

Abrams—You also have an express rate so that you ecan
meet the fast freight on the A C D at some point?

Coluolouoh——l e, sir; Savannab, I think,

Abrame—Then there is no specml freight train at the ordi-
nary rate to enable you to meet these steamers on the A C D,
is there?

Colcolongh—Yes, sir; they run special vegetable trains
from Gainesville.

Abrams—But iz there any special?

Colcolough—No, sir.

Abrams—When 1t goes special, you pay expressaae‘?
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Coleoiough—T have known them *o0 run specials; to Tun
them earlier.

Abrams--I am speaking generally.

Coleolough--Generally, we ship by the regunlar fast freight
trains.to connect with these steamers. The schedule i3 so ar—
ranged that they connect at Savannah.

Baxter—You spoke of the regular trains that run to con-— )

nect with the steamers. Do you pay extra rates on those?

Colcolough—No, sir; those are the regular trains run every
dav.

Baxter—Do they run at the same hour, or do they expe—
dite the business by changing time and making special ar-

"rangements to get the steamer?

Colcolough—-They have a regular time, but occasionally
when the steamers leave early in the morning, like 1:00 or
2:00 o’clock in the morning, they advance the time a few
hours, in order to connect. They leave Gainesville several
hours earlier.

Baxter—There is no extra charge on those irains?

Coleolough——No, sir.

DuBignon—The boat has no fixed hour for sailing from:
Savannah?

Colcolongh—Yes, sir.

DuoBignon—And they run a special train to accommodate

its arrival in Savannah Lo the sailing of the boat, do they not? -

Coleolough—Not that I am aware of. They have the regu-
lar trains as I have stated.

DuBignon—You do not mean that the stated hours are the
same?

Colcolough—TUsually they are advertised to be the same,
but they vary them to suit themselves.

DuBignon—To suit themselves, or to suit the sailing hours
of the boat?

Colcolough—The hours of the boat.

DuBignon—You spoke ot paying for special service. I did
pot understand the question asked you. What were those
charge ? ‘

Colcolough—When we could not ship by freight we shipped
by express to connect with the steamer,

DuBignon-—Why cannat you ship by freight?

Colcolonugh—Sometimes the schedules have been so
arranged that the trains would go out earlier than we could
get ready for them. -

DuBignon--Do not they give you special freight service
from Gainssville to Savannah to meet the boat?

Coleolongh—-I think so.

DuBignon—You do not mean to suggest that there was any
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other arrangement—that they fixed the hours so as to make
you pay exlra for express? '

Coleolough—No, sir.

Cuuningham—Do you prepay your freight when it is
shipped West?

Coleslough--No, sir.  Occasionally, when the markets are
glutted, they requive it. _ :

Cunningham--You are never required to do so when it
goes by boat from Jaeksonville and Savannah?

Colcolough: We have been when the markets were
glutted.

Comuissioner Prouty: I suppose they will show on the
other side, about how long these vegetable trains are, do you
know, Mr. Coleolough?

Colcolongh: It depends a great deal on the season; from
six or eight to fifteen or twenty.

1 have seen twenty odd. I suppose, it would average ten
or twelve; probably more.

DuBignon: Mr. Colcolongh, do you recall any instance
when you have paid this extra express charge?

Colcolough:  Yes, sir.

DuBignon: When was that?

Oolcolough: TEvery year, more or less.

DuBignon: Why do you do it?

Colcolough: To connect with the steamer.

DuBigunon: To make speed?

Colcolough: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: Thatisa considerable item in the business, is
it not?

Colcolough: Oh yes, sir; fast freights.

Alfred Ayer having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

Abrams:  Ayer, you represented yourself as complainant
on behalf of the McIntosh Growers-—do you not?

Ayers: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Will you please make a statement of your griev-
ances to the Commission?

Ayer:  Yes, sir; I will take a very short time and a very
few words, 1 think.

Commissioner Xnapp: Where is your section?
that has been said of Gainesville applies to Meclntosh, with
the additional freight from McIntosh to Gainesville. I have
been in the vegetable business there 10 or 12 years. Towna
good many hundred acres of land. I worked with tenants
before I went on the farm myself. "We had a rate in 1886

and 18817 of 27 cents on bushel crates from MclIntosh 8o New

York, and the rates, as I recollect, on barrel crates were 56

Avyer: McIntosh, about 21 miles south of Gainesville. All'
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<ents on cabbage and 28 cents on small tomatoes. I forget
whether it was in 1886 or 1887. I had tenants then arnd I re-
member paying those rates. I think the railroad men here
will verify these facts that from McIntosh to Gainesville the
distance is only 21 miles, and we pay 10 cents on bushel
freights and 20 cents on barrel freights from MecIntosh to
@ainesville. We put onr tomatoes 600 crates in a car. That
is $69 a car on tomatces, and it is about $40 a car on cabbage
for pulling it 21 miles. We got last year-—the G. & G. road
was run in there from Gainesville and two roads had agents
there competing for the ireight—they gave us a rebate of 5
cents. There was no secret about it; they gave it to every

- body, 5 cente on bushel crates and 10 cents ou barrel crates.

This year—I am not prepared to say how—but they found it
more to their advantage to give this rebate to each other than
to give it to us. Any how, they have taken it off.

Commissioner Clements—What is the G & G.

Ayer—The Gainesville and Gulf. It makes no differ-
ence now which road we ship by, the freights are the same. I
heard you speaking to these gentlemen about the average
prices. Take tour years back on cabbage—in 1894 we made
a very large cabbage crop, aud it did not pay for the crates,

In 1895 the treeze came and wiped it out. The railroad,
it is true, got nothing, bot we had all our fertilizers and
money which we had invested in those sorts of things before
the freeze came along, and we bad ounr labor which was lost-
In 1896 we sold our cabbage, as I figure it out at about $1.25
net f. 0. b. at the train right along. We had no trouble, This
year not one of us have got pay for our crates. It costsus
$40 with the stiictest economy to furpish crates to load a car.
We have lost our crates and our work. I have a pocket full
of account sales. You will find that not one man in a dozen
has got back the actual cost of the crate he put i, and all the
other work is lost. To-day gentlemen, there are not acres,
but there are miles of cabbage rotting in the field at MeIntosh
and in that vicinity, and I suppose there are many hundred
people that would like to get them. I had a shipment to
Charlotre, N. C., I have the account sales there of one car.
The freight to Charlotte was $1.14 on 240 crates that is §270.
T dil not pay freight. It was $40 or $50 out of our pockets
and we quit shipping.

Commissioner Clements—W hen you speak of the price in
the market this year, you mean the market at New York, do
you not?

Ayer—VYes sir; and the other places, now gentlemenr,I want
you to figure on that a little. In the four years we got on an
average 311 cents for our cabbage. That is, in four yeaas.
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In the meantime, the railroads lost no year for the freeze,

They did not lose anything, except their profits. They made |

an aveyage that year ot $3.00, Our profits are as compared
with theirs as 30 cents 15 to $3.00. When they talk about
facilities, who gets the advantage of the facilities? When
they get it all, to whose advantage are the facilities? T sup~
pose it is done for the grower of course.

C;)mmissioner Prouty—Youn think they ought to pool with
you!
" Ayer: T will sign a contract that if they will give the freight
I will {furnish the package, make and load the trafic and I will
plant 900 acres of vegetables. '[hese men are intelligent
men. These railroad men know our condition. Thad a bhigh
official tell me that some of my neighbors had not paid for
their fertilizers. It is their business to know it,justas itisa
bank’s business to know its customers. I de not know the
principle on which the railroads work, but the idea of killing
out the business, I cannot understand it, except that the ad-
vertisements bring new men in, and as you starve us out yon
can fill our places with others. I koow that if I worked the
same principle on my vegetables with my tenants, I could
not get a man to work for me. The railroads compel me to
work for them under the same terms and conditions that no
free nigger in the State of Florida would work for me. = They
say to us, “we will take what satisfies us, and give the rest
to you.” Now, as to the service, we have had cars that
ought to go in three or four days twelve days in going to
New York. Let me say here, that since the decision of the
court that the initial road is not responsible, but that we must
bring suit against the road on which the delay or damage
oteurs, that virtually bars us out. We cannot sue every road
between here and Chicago and every road between here and
New York. Wec cannot bring suit to recover against all
those roads. And they have whatever the vegetables bring.
There is car load after car load that will not pay freight. We
sell it and take what it will bring. They have the first lien,
and they take that out, and do not even give us our propor-
tion of the transportation, because we hauled it a mile or two
They do not even give us that. 1 was formerlyin the orange
business, but we were {rozen out. Before that time
I worked on shares with my tenants. Since then
I hbave been planting and working on shares and
trading jack-knives and everything I could to make
a living. The oranges are gone, and it seems to me
you gentlemen are trying to make the vegetable business

pay up all losses. Here were 5,000,000 boxes of oramges .

going out. Do the railroads propose to make the vegetable
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growers pay for the deficiency or loss on the oranges? We-
cannot pay the freight you lost on 5,000,000 boxes of~

oranges; we cannot do it. It reminds me, if you will excase

me, to illustrate my point, of the man who once rented an inm .
in the old stage coach days. IHe paid $150 a year for the inn, .

He moved his family in,
Chairman Did he pay it in vegetables?

Ayer—Oh, no; that would be cheap enough. 'The travel -

was in some way diverted from that direction, and towaxds.
the end of the year, one man drove up with a pair of horses

and a buggy, and put up for the night. The next morning

he asked for his bill. The landlord said: “When I rented this
inn, I made up my mind that aill I would ask of my patrons
would be to pay therent. Do you not think the public ought
to pay the rent of the house?” The traveler replied that he-
thought that that was reasonable. “Well,”” said the inm

keeper, “your bill is $150. You are the first customer I hava
had.” That seems to be the principle on which the rail-
roads seem to be working in this matter of vegetable rates.

Chairman You mean, that when there are no oranges the-
railroads live on the vegetable business?

Ayer—I suppose go. And if it takes all we make, as it
seems to, it is all the same. How can we make anything at.
thirty-three cents when it costg forty cents to make a bazre¥
of cabbage. Last year we did make money. I say it in.
justice to the railroads. We made money last year on cab—
bage, but this is one year in four.

Vegetables have steadily declined year after year. And I

- cannot see how the service is better. If you examioe the crate

Ithink you will find they are no better. We have nek
brought suit, We cannot sue every road between here and-
New York. I would like to bring sunit for several car loads.
that myself and my neighbors have lost. I suppose it is
claimed that the service is better because no suits have been.

brought the service, it seems some, does not seem to be any .

better now than it was then.

Commissioner Preuty: Do they charge you more since the -

freeze?

Ayer: Yes, sir; they go up every year a little, They fig—:

ure how much milk there is in the cocoanut. .
Chairman: Do yon want to leave those papers with us?:
Ayer: Yes, sir; they are nothing but account sales.
Commissioner Clements: You spoke of the cost of thax
barrel crate?
Aver: Isay that.is a very low cost. We cannot do it {ov
that. It cost about $40 to load a car.

74 x
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‘Commissioner Clements: You wean by the crate?

Aver:  Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: That includes growing the cah-
bage?

Avyer: No, sir; cutting the cabbage and loading the car;
the crate costs about 125 cents. Then you cut, haunl and load
into the car.

Commissioners Clements: Have you made any estimate of
what it costs to make and load the cabbage, the whole cost?

Ayer: Yes, sir; the actual cost to make a barrel of cabhage
:and pot iv in, I figured it out with Captain Light, I have for-
gotten the ﬁ(fures

Commissioner Clements—The rates are much lower to Chi-
<cago than they are to New York, are they not?

Ayer—T7Yes, sir; in car loads.

Commissioner Clements—Why do you not send them to
Chicago?

Ayer—We have sent them everywhere, Whele we thought
the market was open.

Commissioner Clements—What is the resunlt in Chicago,
which keeps you from utilizing that markel?

Ayer—Those of us who shipped there got nothing on the
Shlpment

Commissioner Clements—Is that because they will not
PHriog as much in Chicago as in New York?

Ayel—’[‘hey have not brought much more than freight any-
where. Tbis year it has been | pretty much the same—8$1 1o
$1.25.

Abrams—Would it not be glutting the western market if
you sent all your prodace there?

Ayer—Not if it was dlqpatched to all the small towns, but
when it is crowded all into Chicago it would,

Abrams—The rate is higher from Gainesville to New York
.than it is from here?

Ayer—VYes, sii; as a general thing.

W.D. Evans, hav1n0' been duly sworn, testified as follows:

Abrams—Mr, Evaus I wish youn would make a Statement
‘to she Commission of the grievances complained of?

Evans—I expected to present quite a quantity of evidence—
documentary evidence, but I failed to get it to.day, from the
fact that I left home before it was fully prepared, butit will
reach here to-night and I ask that it be placed in evidence.
If my statements are in contradiction of the statistics, why

of course, I expect that it will be eliminated.

Chatrman—Will you be kind eunough to give us youp resi-
dence?
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Evans—Evanston.

Commissioner Kuapp—In what section is 1that?

Evans——That is in South Alachua, on I.ake Orange.

Commissioner Clements —On what road are you?

Evans—On the Florida Southern.

Commissioner Clements—That is part of what system?

Evans-—Ot the Plant System; it is 17 or 18 miles below
Gainesville. '

Chairman—In that same vegetable region?

Evaus—Yes, sir; three miles above MclIntosh. T visited -

Florida as far back as 1881 and grew a few vegetables that
-season and trom that time until 1885, 1 believe, I grew no
move, but I remember very dissinctly shipping across the
lakeand paying from 27 to 30 cents a crate. That, I think,
I will be able to show by these statistics which will reach
‘here to-night. In 1886, if 1 remember correctly, or near that
time, when we had a fairly good cabbuage crop—1886 to
1888—the prices were ceriainly raised upon us after we
planted the crop and it was almost matured. From 60 or
65 cents to 80 cents a crate. That is by steamer from Savan-
nah.

Chairman:. By rail to Savannah and then from Savannah
by steamer?

Evans: By rail to Savannah and then by steamer. After
the connections were made by rail we were charged by one
line, $1.02 to New York, and the other, I believe, $1.06, which
will appear from the sworn evidence of an agent who will for-
ward the papers here.  The A. C. D. I believe, is $1.02 or
4¢he A. C. L. and the oth2ris ${ .06 —that is in less than ca
load lots. It is 97 cents in car load lots all rail and 84 cents
by steamer. That is the present price which has prevailed
for several years, six or eight years.

Chzirman: Has there been some changes in the rates in the
last two or three year-? :

Evans: No, sir; no change except anadditional six cents
that was pus on this season. Six cents was added to those
rates this season, but that has been taken off after remon-
strance by the growers and the rate now is the same as for
the last several years. Now, perhaps it is not entirely clear
up to this point, as to the size or capacity of the crates nsed
at present as compared with those of 1888, and along to 1890.
The difference is  scarcely  appreciable at  all
I think there is about 60 cubic inches difference
between a crate of 1888 and 1897, which would perhaps
be equal to an ordinary cabbage. If it is four inches through
in every direction it would be 64 inches cube, I believe that
is proper ealculation. Besides that, the crates are different
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in size, owing to the mills where they have been cut, That
was 80 in 1888, and it is so still. They are not uniformly
cut, but they were all the same size, almost exactly. The
MecIntosh crate is 12x20x36. We had a standard crate in
1889, 12x18x36, and another size 11x20x39, so that the difter -
eoce in crates is scarcely appreciable at all. I would state
that the average crate—as I have weighed a good many—the
heaviest I ever weighed, and I packed it with care, and ve-
garded the cabbage as fine as any I ever saw, last season, I
packed that crate and it weighed 141 or 142 pounds, and it
was an extra crate. Many of my own cabbage I put up my-
self, but I think the average crate weighs about 125 pounds.
That is the average crate, and has been for a number of years,

Now unless they weigh 125 pounds, taking off’ the crate, in
certain markets they will not be received, and they have been

reported back to us, in some instances, as being less than 100

pounds of cabbage, taking off the crate. Again, if they weigh

more than 100 pounds, in shipping beyond the river to the

West and cther pointe, we are charged extra {reight, addi-
tional freight. We bave been so charged to Chicago, and that
aceounts tor the small shipments we bave made. Perhaps
that is all that I need state in regard to the cabbage crates.
Tt has been testified as to the production of cabbage for the
last fonr years. We have bad an average experience in that line;
1894 was perhaps an over-production. We received nething. Tn
1895 they were killed. In 1896 we bad a fairly good
year. This season has been almost a total failure. T know a
man who produced about 10,000 or 12,000 crates. It is not
an overestimate. He shipped about 4,000 crates. I think
the shipment brongh him about $1000 into debr, and the
balance he had thrown away.

Chairman—You call the vegetable season from December

to May?

Evans—Yes sir; it extends the 1st of July, including

tomatoes.

Chairman—When you say 1896 do you mean a part of two-

years, or do you mean 18967

Evans—The cabbage was set out in November mostly and
matnred in February 1897,

Chairman—Do you call that the crop of 18977

Evans— Yes the crop of 1897 when we harvest it,

Commissioner Clements—I did not quite understand you
aboug the ontcome of that man’s shipments?

Evans—He shipped about 4,000 crates and it brought him
in debt about $1,000. That doesnotv include fertiliz r:, et:.
That is the cost after the cutting was $1,000. p

Commissioner Clements—More than he got out of it?
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Evans—VYes sir; that is the cost of cutting, crating and
delivering at the depot. Then, there was the large part of
the crop he lost. Cther circumstances need not be spoken of
at;all. ‘ .

The commission will pardon me it I speak briefly that from
1881 when I had some little experience in the business a few
months, but not again until 1883; the production of every kind of
vegetable, perhaps, has increased at least five-fold, probably
more than that-—from five to ten-fold. The railroads were
being constructed in our country at that time, and we encour-
aged them. We gave them lands. I need not mention that,
but we did, and we gave them liberally. The railroad ran
through a mile or two of very valuable land of mine and
others, and they promised that when we grew more vegeia-
bles that the rates that then existed would be reduced; that
whenever the production of the country would justify the
reduction of rates, that that reduetion would come,

Chairman—A re those gentlemen who made those promises
here vet?

Evans—The roads Lave been transferred several times.

Chairman--Probably those gentlemen got broke before you
did.

Evans—--I do not think they went iuto liquidation. T think
they found a bonanza in it, and sold out at a liberal profit.
The State of Florida also gave them liberally of their lands.

Chairman—-Have you had any experience in the growth of
orange s?

BEvans—-Yes, sir.

Chairman--In the years next before this freeze?

Evans——Yes, sir; [ had several orange crops.

Chairman—How was that as to oranges?

Evans— We were grambling most of the time, but we were
in a betler situation then than at present. Since yon mention
the orange, tor a number of years we paid to Gainesville 25
cents a box on oranges, and from Gainesville to New York
20 cents; smaller crates, 15 cents a box to Gainesville, and 25
cents from there to New York. A number of growers some
half dozen years ago-—from 1887 to 1839—met with a com
mission that we had, and that was corrected 10
some extent, 8o that we do not pay as mnch now as formerly
——_95 cents a box for eighteen miles, That is a matter of his—
tory. We pay now 20 cenus a box on cabbage to Gainesville,
without the privilege of counting them. We have been
denied that privilege. * T have had one or two cars lost when
I have had them directed over other lines, and have never
been able to make any recovery for them.

Baxter: As I undersiand, a certain per cent. of the veye-
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tables produced in your locality, are carried to New York alF
rail, and a certain other percentage is carried by rail to Savan-
nah and thence by steamer to New York. Can you give
the percentage carried all-rail and what the percentage by
rail and water?

Evans: No, sir; I could not do so, only comparatively.

Baxter: T oniy want your best estimate?

Evans: I think that more cabbage, perhaps a little over
50 per cent. of the cabbage, would go by steamer from Sa-
vannah originally, but when the season advauces, we ship
all rail. Weare afraid of the steamers. Ounr cabbages fre-
quently get crowded and heated after a certain time has ex—
pired in shipping them; then, we ship all rail. This geason,
we have not been under the necessity, because we have not
shipped cabbage.

Baxter: Well, now, when the season is such that you can
ship by steamer without injaring your cabbage, what percen-
tage during that peviod is carried all rail, and what percentage
by rail and water?

Evans: Something over 50 per cent, of the cabbage crop-
and the beans are sent all rail.

Baxter: They come in later?

Evans: Yes, sir; they come all rail. When the price will
justify, we send by express. When the prives range very
low, we ship by steamer.

Baxter: Before the season is advanced so far that it be-
comes dangerous to ship by steamer, do you tind the steamer
service sati<factory? In that time of year when it is cool
enough to ship by steamer from Savannah, is that service
satisfactory to you?

Evans: Yes, sir; mostly so. Occasionally we have some
heated goods. I have dnown a good many cases.

PBaxter: Buv as a general rule is it satisfactory?

Evans: Generally, they carry fairly well, but in some in-
stances they arrive in New York injured from the transit
across the water.

Baxter: Where the gonds arrive there in New York in an
unsaleable condition, is it the custom to charge freight or
does the railroad abandon the freight?

Evans: If they are totally worthless they are thrown over-
board, unless they accompany other goods that will bring
freight. 1f we ship tomatoes and beans, or beans and cab-
bage, or beans and other vegetables, and one arrives in an
unsaleable coadition and the other arrives in a saleable con—
dition, one is sold to redeem the other; the good is sold to
redeem the bad. In some cases they are thrown ovel;%)oard.

Baxter; Where they are thrown overboard, the transpor—
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tation line does not charge the shipper any fieight at all,
does it?

Evans: No, sir; a good many bills have been returned to
us for a deffciency in freight.

Baxter: That was not in cases where the freight was
thrown overboard?

Evans: Where all the freight was thrown over in later
years that has not oceunrred.

Baxter: You gave an instance a while ago of some gentle-
man who shipped 4000 crates and lost a thousand dollars, I
believe you said, on the whole transaction of shipping only.

Baxter: There is no part of that that is represented by
freight charges, is there?

Evans: I donot know what freight he paid, but helost that.
ameunt on cutting and delivering at the station.

Bexter: What is your estimate as to what it costs, ordi.
parily, to produace acrate of cabbage, that you havebeen speak:-
ing of, 1 mean to produce it ready to be harvested and cuat.
and packed for shipment, counting the rent of land or your
labor?

Evans: From $15 to $20 a hundred crates. Twenty cents’
would produce cabbage under favorably circumstances—a.
barrel of cabbage.

Baxter: That is the same as a crate?

Evans:  Yes, sir.

Baxter: You spoke about there having b2en an increase of
pioduction of from 5 to 10 fold. Within what period has thet.
increase occurred?

Evans—Between the years 1882 and 1897. I said from
one to five or even ten fold.

Barter—Did that increase occur gradually along those:
years or has it occurred reeently?

Evans—It bas been gradually growing and within the last
two or three years there has been a larger area planted in
vegetables because of the killing of the orange trees.

Baxter—Do you find it the case nearly every year that.
there is an over—production, or is it only occasionally that
you producy more vegetables then youn can market?! Last
vear was a satisfactory year, I understand?

" Evans—Yes sir; only on cabbage. The smaller vegetables.
brought nothing. ’

Baxter—That year on cabbage the market in the North or
wherever you shipped the market was not glutted?

Tvans—The West took largely of our cabbage and we sold
them largely at our depots. _

Baxter—The vegetable growers of Florida, I see they have

T Ty




11176

-grganizations, etc., have they agents in the Northern, North-

~eastern or Western cities, to ascertain daily the amount of
wvepetables that those particular markets will take and tele—
graph to you, how many cars to ship to this, thas, or the
sther market?

Evan-—No sir; not generally. Wehave telegraphic com-
-municetion, though, with all the cities of the West that we
- gan reach daily. That ie, we have ageuts here who buay or
-we have those interested in selling their vegetables, and we

very often have a half dozen telegrams to our little places of
shipping during the shipping season.

Baxter—During this season that the business has been de.
weloping, have you any collection of statistics by which the -
wegetable growers of Florida can ascertain what quantity of
vegetables the next year will probably take up. For instance,
-did you all know down here that there was a surplus of cab-

- bages left over in the North from last year when you planted
that crop?

Evans—We had only limited infermation on that score.

Baxter——Have you any agreements or arrangements among
- yourselves by which, when you know, for instance, that the

New York market wiil take 5, 10 or 20 cars, as to who will
- §nip them?

Evans—I do not think we do things so systematically, We
have no combinations. :

Baxter—Have you bureaus of information from which men
- gan find out how much to raise and how nfuch not to raise,
gr do you go in and every man raise as much as he wants tof

KEvans—We have not been able to impose any restraints
apon it, but we are governed to some extent upon the infor-
mation we receive from the Northwest and Hast.

Baxter—Does it come from your commission merchants?

Evans—Our commission merchants and others. We are
in correspondense with St. Lounis, New York and Bostou.

Bax'er—Do they send out prices cuarrent from day to day?

Evans—Yes, sir; during the season, almost a daily telegram.

Commissioner Clements: How much does an empty barrel
.crate weigh?

Fvans: About 20 to 25 pounds.

Commissioner Clements: There are about 100 pounds of
cabbage in 11?

Evans: Yes, sir; that is about the average. That is what
we expect them to weigh.

Commissioner Clements: What do you say it costs to grow
= crale ready to harvest?

Evans: Twenty cents, I say, under {avorable circumstan-
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ces, to grow a crate of cabbage; $20 per hundred, and $25 to
cut, crate and deliver them at our depots.

Commissioner Clements: That would be $45?

Evans: Forty-five cents per crate; yes, sir. Let me state
to the commission—yon asked me, Mr. Baxter, if the railroads
lost their treights to New York. We have repeatedly ap-
proached the railroad officiale, proposing to guarantee all the
freight, to prepay it if they would reduce vhe rates and make
them reasonable. We did that in Atlanta last October. I
chanced to be at Atlanta, and had had correspondence with
Colonel Papy, which induced me to go. Upon his invitation,
T went to Atlanta to meet that traffic association. I told bim
that we were 00 poor to bear our expenses,and so we were,that
he would please give us transportation. He did so, as far as
his road extended, so we managed to visit the exposition.
We made that proposition again. We repeated the proposi~
tion to prepay all our freight if we could have reasonable
transportation, but it was refused.

Commissioner Knapp; What rate did you ask for, then?

Evans: From 25 to 33 per cent, We thovght from 33 to
50 per cent. reduction would be right. I believe that the
transportation companies, if we give them plenty to carry,

can afford to haul a ear from here to New York for $100.
Commissioner Knapp: Do you agree with another wit—-

ness who stated that in his opinion a reduction of rates
would not increase the volume of shipments?

Evans: I think it would, very materially,if we had the
ability to plant. We are prostrated now.

Commissioner Knapp: You do think that a reduced rate
would stimulate the volume of shipments?

Evans: Yes, sir; I think so. That is vatural to suppose.
It has been very remarkable to me,a very strange thing, that

the railroad companies have not seen before now that every

mule that they would introduce intu the vegetable business
would yield to that railroad $1,000in rates from here to New
York.

Commissioner Knapp: Every what?

Evans: Every mule introduced on a vegetable farm. The -

statistica will show that some mules produce $1,000 worth of
freight. If thuse statistics are not presented to this commis-
sion, what I say may go for naught. I hope the papers will
reach here to-night. We pay not . less when we have any—
thing like a successful season than $1,000 to $1,500 for every
mule or horse we work on our farm.

Commissioner Clements: What other freight is produccd
in considerable guantities in this country?

Fuvans: Lumber is very considerable in quantity and, until
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recently, the haunling of phosphate. The jetties about this
place have required a good deal of rcck. Taatis local
trade. ,

Commissioner Clements: Is there any considerable quan-
tity of cotton? .

Evans:  Oh, ne; not much cotton; that does not amount to
much. ‘

Commissioner Clements: ¥What stood in the way--do you
kuow what stood in the way of a reduction of these rates
when you went to Atlanta on Mr. Papy’s suggestion?

Evans: The impression created on my mind, and I think it
is a correct one—-the impres<ion upon my mind was that no
one of the roads could vensure to give us low rates, that there
was an agreeraent with that Association upon freight rates.

Commissioner Clements: How did you get that -
pression?

Bvans: From Col. Hayne and Col. Papy. I had an inter.
view with both of them, and we were refused, here, and by
that traffic association, but théy asked myself and other
gentlemen that visited them to state our grievances and
forward them. I did that myself to Col. Hayne, Col. Papy
and Mr. Pennington.

Commissioner Clements: Did either of them indicate their
willingness to reduce the rates if the others would agree
10 it?

Evauns: No, sir; in fact, Col. Papy said that the rates could
not possibly be reduced East. He was very positive in that
declaration, but he thought there might possibiy be a redue-
tion Wess, in less than carload lots; up to that time the
rates were so high that they amounted to an extortiom.

DuBignon: You live at Evanston, on the Florida Southern,
My. Bvans?

Evans: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: I would like you to state what is the character
of the service afforded by the Florida Sounthern for hundhing
that trafiic during the vegetable season?

Evans: 1 think it is fairly good.

DuBignon: How many daily trains do they handle for
you iun that service?

Evans: Freicht trains?

DuBignon:  Yes, sir.

Evans: Well, there are more ssme seasous than others;
and at certain periods during the season, during the cabbage
season, we reguire more trains.

DaBignon: How nave they accommodated themselves as
to stops for the convenierce of the producer? How many
stops would they make? For instance, take Reddick; how far
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is that from Millwood, the next station-—about a mile and &
balf or two miles?

Evans: Yes, sir, ,

DuBignon: And Oak Lawn; that is not very far, is it?

Evans: No, sir; that is not far. .

DuBignon: They stop at shortly intervening points, and
have platforms there for the accommodation of the traific,
do they noi? ' .

Evans: Yes, sir; it is seven miles from my station to
the next one, )

DuBignon: You have no complaint of the character of
the service, have you?

Evans: No, sir; for the most part, we have not made
any complaint of that. It has mot been so good until re-
cently; very recently the fast freight has been put on, not
until most of our cabbage was decayed in the fields.

DuBignon: There was no market in the eastern cities
‘this year, was there?

Evans: No, sir; no market.

DuBignon: That did not affect you, then, to any extent?

Kvans: No, sir; I suppose it did not, except in a few in-
stances where thev were very slow in reaching the market.

DuBignon: I did not catch your answer to a question of
one of the commissioners. What do you think ought to be
the cut in this rate?

Evans: From 33 per cent. to 50 per cent.

DuBignon: Do you think the railroads could make money
at that? :

Evans: 1 think that would cnable us to some extent te
T cuperate. -

DuBignon: What makes you think that that be profitable
to the railroads?

Evans:. Tne vegetable grower from California can ship his
oranges across the continent, 3,000 miles, and deliver them
in the Buast.in competition with ours. If across that moun-
tainous route they can be delivered at Philadelphia, New
York and elsewhere for the sam that we can ship them there,
I do not know why our roads canuot atford some reductions.

DuBignon: You know nothing of the local conditions ex-
cept a mere matter of inference about those rates? ‘

Evans: No, sir.

DuBignon: ‘'v'his Florida Southern road runs through &
thickly settled country, does it not? : '

Evans: Yes, ir.

DuBignon: What else is there to support a railroad?

Fvans: Before our oranges were killed, I think the ton-
nage from Florida, 1aking the inhabitants into consideration,

——— 3
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was two or three times as much as that as that of any other
state. It took more to move our orange crop from Florida
than two cotton crops from the great state of Georgia.

DuBignon—I undeistand that. I am speaking more
particularly of local business along the line of tlie road other
than this special crop, whether oranges or vegetables.

Evans—There may be a dearth at this time in that busi-
ness—I thinkso. It was pretty active.

DuBignon—XLocal business. :

Evans—Yes sir.

DuBignon—What did it consit of?

Evans—TLargely of bailding material, lumber, tilling and
various other materials. All the flonr we consume comes
fiom another State.

DuBignon—Are there many lceal industries along the line
of that road?

Evans—No, I do not think they are very numerous. -

DuBignon—Is there much passenger traffic along the line
of that road? :

Evans—Only Quring the winter season, We have had
quite a travel this season. The Plant System has put on
some additional lines. I think they are running three or four
passenger trains daily now in both directions. They have
increased their passenger facilities very much.

DuBignon—That is al'.

Evang—I do not know that I can add anything to
what I have already said.

Abrams: There is one thing that we should ack the
Commission, and it is to require of all the respondents a
statement of the proportional divisions made in these freight
rates. I think if that is placed before the Commission it wiil
probably throw a great deal of light upon the matter and en-
able the Commission to better understand the necessity for
this reduction. )

The Chairman: When some of these gentlemen come upon
the stand, we will ask them. They have been very free to
give those statistics. They have notin any instance denied
that, and I presunme they will not.

‘Abrams: Does the Commission desire to goon further
now? I bave quite a number of additional witnesses.

The Chairman: Well, you may call another witness.

Abrams: T will call Mr. Darby.

T. A. Darby having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

Darby: I beard the gentleman, Mr. Du’Bignon, ack, a few
minutes ago, if there was a reduced rate, whether or not it
would increase the product, and another question he asked.
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Du'Bignon: I did not ask that question. Mr. Baxter
asked it.

Darby: Another question was asked as to the local condi—
tion. I believe it was stated that there was no local traffic
on these roads——no enterprise. That is true. DBuat there have
been enterprises started. The industry started, there, now is
to raise vegetables, but when they do not get anything for
the vegetables they cannot expect their road to bave these or
other industries, because it is discouraging. I participated in
the organization of the orange growers. I was interested in
in orauges and advocated a restriction of shipment, contend—
ing that a glut in the market was detrimental to the grow-
er as a high rate of freight, and that a high rate of freight
sometimes prevented -these gluts, because, being perishable,
an accumulation of vegetables at any place would break down
the market. I contend that a high rate of freight would pre—
vent them from shipping there. 1 went into the question
very carefully. By the rates they give, making basing points
and concentrating all the shipments at that point, they make
a glut there, whereas, if they reduce the rates at intermedi-
points the freight wounld be distributed broadcast over the
country. Now, they speak about service. They give the

. same service that they would give for logs. IfI had a train~

load of logs they will send a special train there to get.it.
The rate they charge on this freight justifies special service,
and the rate they ask is more, in consideration of the freight.
carried than any other class of freight they handle. I contend
that there is an error,a serious error, in the State
of Florida, becanse it is impossible for the
railroads to have a back-freight when the parties that ship:
the ourgoing freight douot get enough to buy from the Eastern
markets. If theyreduce rates on outgoing freight, it would
leave the producer with a certain amount of purchasing
power, so that he could buy some of the lnxuries of the
Eastern markets, and they would get 1t coming South. With
all due deference to the gentlemen who have studied freight
rates, and when they state that freight rates are like a fabrie,
they cannot be dizturbed at any point without a disturbance

. of the whole system, with all due deference to them, I think

that they would benefit Floida more if they would decide to
charge more on vegerables coming into Florida and less on
those going out. We might as well be frank. There is no
use trying to contend that there is no error in this State.
We have a territory of 38,400,000 acres of land, and there is
less than 1,000,000 under cultivation, and that 1,000,000 acres
of land produces products enough, and I cite you to Poor’s
Manual, to pay dividends on some of the stocks of these
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railroads and interest on the bonded debt of some of them,
which is about §25,000 a mile, I forget the rate, and I ven-
ture the assertion that, with the exception of some of
these late improvements, that any one of their railroads can
be parallelled for $10.000 a mile. Now, they ask for
this one industry, or a lew industries, to pay the fixed
charges on a bonded indebtedness that is all the
way from 100 per cent. to 200 per cent. greater
than its origival cost. I aided, one time, in the con-
struction of a railroad, and have been interested iz railroads.
I was president of the Atlantic and Western Railroad—a
very short road. I have land in the State of Florida, am
interested in orange groves and Yecognize that the railroads
and the people of the State of Florida are partners. It is just
‘as essential for the people of Florida to have the railroad as
it is for the railroad to have freight, and I know very well
that the people cannot prosper unless the railroads prosper.
But there is a condition, and I think you have got pretty
near it now, where the railroads, to be permitted to .arbitra-
rily fix rates to meet some fabulous fixed charges, will create
a serious drawback (o the people of this State. I was with
the gentlemen at the conference in Atlanta in regard to the
freight rate on oranges,and I contended that we ought to
bave a less rate I think the freight rate from the Mediter-
ranian then was about 20 or 25 cents, and we thought we
ought to get rates for 25 or 30 cents to New Yo k. I met
Mr. Papy and discussed the question with hum, We tried to
get a delegation to go before the Southern Kailroad Aesocia«
tion, as the gentlemen told us here that it was impossible for
them to reduce the rates, because the connecting lines would
not participate in the reduction. Now, they have a system,
and I think I state this right-—of course I.do not know about
all basing points. They bave a basing point, I think, at
Sanford, and one at Baldwin, I believe. Tuese basing points,
if they are put at certain places, give a through rate to and
from these places. As was demonstrated at the Hampton
hearing here this morning, they will carry freight by Hamp-
ton to the basing point and bring it back again to Hampton
at a less rate than if it was put off at Hampton in the first
instance.

I do not know that I have anything else to say, unless
you, gentlemen, want to ask me some questions,

DuBignon: Between what points did the railroad you
were connected with run?

Darby: From St. Johns river to New Smyrna.

DuBignon: I never heard of it.

Darby: It was very short.
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DuBignon: Is it a part of the Flagler system?

Darby, Yes, sir.

Chairman: Mv. Darby, where is your home?

Darby: Palatks; I live about three miles irom Palatka,

Commissioner Clements: Something has been said of the
rates into Florida from Northern and Eastern citiey, partic-
ularly on potatoes. Is there any movement of potatoes to
Florida from the North?

Darby: In certain seasons of the year they have new
potatoes when ours are gone. The same is true of cabbage.
We ship in some cabbage.

Commissioner Clements: TIs that any considerable move~
ment, or is 1t very.small?

Darby: At certain seasons it amounts to something. I
could not state exactly how much, but I think I have seen
Northern cabbage 1n nearly all of cur villages.

Commissioner Clements: And that occurs at what time o
the year?

Durby: Well, when our potatoes are gone, mostly.
Yousee, the. Irish polato industry has ouly been a late in~
dustry in the State go any extent.

Commissioner Clemenis: In the spring you ship out?

Mr. Darby: No, we ship out in the winter.

Commissioner Clemenis: When do you sbip in?

Darby: In the summer.

Baxter: You seem to have given agreat deal of study to
the subject. Can you tell me approximately what proportion
of the Florida traftic—I mean, not only the vegetable traffic
bu. your lumber and everything produced in ¥lorida—how
mueh moves by water and how much by rail. Your State
seems t0 have a great many ports and navigable rivers in it?

Darby: Well, if you mean to take the whole State, Pen-
sacola, and around on the gulf side, I shonld suppose you
would include lumber and everythine?

Baxer: Yes, sir; all the productions of the State.

Darby: Well, I suppose 50 per cent. any how; yes, pos-
sibly 66 2 8 per cent. of it moves by water.

Baxter: That would liave between 50 per cent. and 33
per cent by railroad? )

Darby: Yes, sir; that is in tonnage, not in point of value,
because if you take lumber bu-iness it is very bulky, and there
is & very large proporti m of i that goes by Pensacola that
never strikes the rail. It comes down the Rues river.

‘Baxter—Your most valuable trafic is the vegetable and
orange trafiic, that is, when you have oranges.

Darby——Yes, sir; vegetables and oranges, and cotton. We

T
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have quite a fish industry, too. That has to move. That is
the bulk of it,

Baxter—Take the valuable producis you have mentioned.
What proportion of those do you suppose move by rail and
what proportion by water?

Darby—If you mean all rail it will be impossible for me to
say, but all of it ismoved partly by rail, is started by rail.
Noue of it goes all water.

Baxter—-All rail movement, practically, to Savannah, and
from there by water? . '

Darby—Tes, sir; I think so. Here is the Clyde ILine.
(illustrating). They have a steamer here, and have the
ability to build more steamers. Well, now, the treight that
naturally belongs to them is carried by here (illustrating)
that is, some of it, to Savannah. They do not charge any
more for carrying by rail than if they stopped it here. That
is, for instance, the rate is the same from any point by way
of the Ocean Steamship Company to New Yoik as it would
be by the Clyde. That would make a person in business
naturally infer that there must be some arrangement,
becaiuse why  should the  Clyde Line let the
{reight pass by their door * and . go by
the Ocean Steamship Company. We know this, that we
started an independent line here. I think this testimony can
be gotten for you, and they cut the rate 30 cents, I think., It
is a matter of memory, but can be established. They cat it.
In place of 35 cents from here, I think they reduced it to 5
cents, but the oranges shipped over that line were not always
given to this independent steamship line. The consequence
‘was that that line had to go out of business. We naturally
infer that there must be an arrangement with the Clyde Line
and the railroads of this State; that you must maintain this
rate and then we wiil protect your bills-of-lading in the
State, because the Clyde Steamship Line does mnot always
carry a fuil load from here. They stop at Charleston. It
waould be to their benefit to start their ships direct from here
to New York and not stop any at Charleston, to cater to and
get the vegetable business. :

Tt does mnot look like common carriers would let business
pass by them in that way unless there was some such arrange-
ment. ~ There is no competition. [ infer that men who build
ships and own ships running all over the world, you may say,
would not let that freight pass their door and stand an ad-
ditional railroad freight and go to a competing line unless
there was same arrangement between the competing line.

Abrams: Have you paid some atteniion to the vegetable
business and the volume of the shipments to the markets,




1185

generally of the North? When I say “Nortli;” T mean-every-
thing north and west of Florida.

Darby: 1 think the first vegetables were raised on mw
place in Alacana county. It was a small industry.

Abrame: Have you noticed the effeet of a large produe—
tion on the markets North?

Darby. Certainly; if you glut the market it will reduce the-
price.

Abrams: Is it or not a fact that below a certain figure—

when vegetables fall to a certain figure there 1s praetically no -
limit tothe market, so far as our production is concerned,.

except 8o far as it is stopped by rates ot {reight preventing
their further shipment?

Darby: Well, certainly. We produce vegetables and they
do not produce them. If those vegetables could be gobie
those consumers those vegetables would bring a price.

Abrams: Is it not a fact that when vegetables fall to = cer-
tain price, say, in New York, there never have been sufficient.
to glut the marke1? :

Darby: Well, T will state that I recolleect one time receiv=
ing a telegram not to ship any cucumbers. T bought, I think.,

2,200 crates at 37 cents, shipped them right on the heel of that. .

notice about a glut, and when they got in there they were sold
for $2.25-—because the market rids itself of a glat wery
rapidly. I am advocating this reduction of rates for my own
interest, because I own land in Florida and it is only desir~-
able to own land in the State of Florida on account of what %
will produce. I suppose the railroads are running for their
interest the same as I am trying to take care of my
land. They maintain a rate in Florida because they have =
road that continues on through Georgia and South Carolina,
and if they were to reduce the rates in the State of Florida..
we could continue to ship our vegetables longer, but the tey—
ritory they have in Georgia and South Carolina would@ =»ot
get the benefit then, because there would be that much more
of this product geing to these Northern markets. I think they
are in error in this, because if they would give us a rate 1o -
these places and not attempt to make basing points and sbip
everything to one place, or two or three places, this woula
scatter the products, and there would not be a glut at sy
one place. There are certainly consumers enough for all that .
prodace. I was speaking to one of the railroad officials—F.
will not mention his name--of the rate on strawberries. ¥.
believe the rate of freight for a basket of strawberries, a srosall
basket, is 3 cents. By express it is 6 cents, but the delay a¥-
tached to the freight is such that a man cannot ship his strow-
5 x
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berries by freight. He does ship them, though, by refriger~
ator and express car. I said the farmers cannot stand that
rate, because if you make them pay that price they cannot
pay commissions and for baskets, and sell in New York at
10 cents. If you would permit them to ship that much more
by reducing rates, they would have that much more money
in our country, and would buy something in the Hast or
West, and you would have a back freight. He said, if they
cannot pay that ireight let them go out of the business. That
is where 1 object. 1 think we ought to have somebody to step
in and arbitrate this matter, and prevent any man saying to
400,000 population of this State: “You do what I suy, let me
" take what toll I please, or get out of the business.”

Commissioner Yeomans: Was the crop this year larger
than last year?

Darby: We are not able to say.

Commissioner Yeomans: You.say they got over $1 net
last year; this year thev do notget anything?

Darby: That I do not know. The other gentleman ecan
tell you more about that. Mr. Crown can tell you about it.
I was very extensively in the orange business and tried to
organize them to restrict the shipments and distribute the
freight. ’

A:brams: That is all Mr, Darby; I will call Mr, McLean.

J.N. McLean, having been duly sworn testified as follows:

Abrams: You represent the Manatee county shippers do
you not Mr. Mc¢Leau?

McLean: Yes sir.

Commissioner Knapp: Where is that district?

McLean: On the Manatee river, 45 miles below Tampa.

Abrams: State to the commission the difference in rates
hetween 1884 and the present time.

MecLean: What we proposed to do was to show that,
while there has been an increase in products, there has beer
likewise an increase in transporiation charges. In 1884—it
is practically the beginning of the industry in Manatee
county—we shipped 43,283 packages of fruit and vegetables,
and paid, to New York, 47} cents per crate, or 95 cents per
barrel; to Philadelpbia, 50 cents per crate, or &1 per barrel;
1o Washington, 474 cents per crate, or 95 cents per harrel.

Commissioner Prouty: Is that all rail? .

McLean: No, sir; we had no all rail route for shipping
at that time. To Washington it was 475 cents per erate and
95 cents per barrel; to Baltimore, 474 cents per crate and 95
cents per barrel; to Cincinnati, 85 cents per crate and $1.70
per barrel; to St. Louis, 90 cents per crate and $1.80 per bar-
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zel, and to Chicago, 95 cents per crate and $1.90 per barrel.
Beginning January 1 and ending December 31, 1891, we
shipped 143,819 packages, at the following rates per crate:
New York, 55 cents; Philadelphia, 57 cents; Baltimore, 55

-cents; St. Louis, 311 cents; Cincinnati, 30 cents; Chicago, 324
-cents; Kausas City, 34 cents. Beginning Jaouary 1 and end-

ing December 31, 1896, we shipped 500,292 packages, at the
following rates per crate: New York, 68 cents; Philadelphia,
65 cents; baltimore, 64 cents; Washington, 65 cents; St.
Lonis, 44 cents; Cincinnati, 40 cents; Chicago, 49 cents, and
Kansas Cicy, 51 cents.

Commissioner Prouty: Ave those all rail or rail and
waler rates? ‘

McLean: To these western points, St. Louis, Chicago,’
‘Cincinnati and Kansas City, it was via. steamship to Mobile,

Comumissioner Yeomans: What year was that?
MecLean: 1896; last year. These other rates are all rail,
except from our place of business they strike the rail afier

:about a 50 mile water haul. Now, this year we have a pros-

pect of just as mueh increase as usual in the number of crates

-and we have had still further increase of rates.

Commissioner Yeomans: How much?
McLean: Three cents per crate, or six cents per barrel.
Last season we paid to St. Louis 44 cents per crate and &8

-cents per barrel; this season the rate is 47 cents per crate
and 94 cents per barrel.

Abrams: Have you ever had anything to do with cabbage?

Mclean: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Do you grow cabbage?

McLean: We grow a good many.

Abrams: Do you use barrel orates?

McLean: Yes, sir.

Abrams: What size crate do you use?

McLean: 12-20-36 inches,

Abrams: Have you ever weighed any of those barrel crate
when loaded?

McLean: Yes, sir; I weighed ten last season.

Abrams: What did they average?

McLean: 112 pounds.

Abrams: Did you ever see one that weighed 180 pounds?

McLean: No, sir; the transportation companies down our
way estimate them to weigh 100 pounds. ‘

Abrams: Those you weighed were 112 pounds?

MecLean: Yes, sir.

Abrams: When did you do this weighing?

McLean. In 1896, along in March,
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Abrams: What is the rate per barrel of cabbages from:
Manatee River points to New York on cabbages?

McLean: Cabbages to New York on the barrel crate it
would be double the rate on the bushel crate—it would be:
$1.32. .

Abrams: You say it has been increased 6 cents this year?

McLean: Yes,sir; on everything except cabbage and
Irish potatoes.

Abrams: Do you know what the proportion is from Man-
atee river points to Tampa. .

McLean: Fourteen cents to Tampa.

Abrams: To ship a barrel of cabbage from Tampa to New
York you pay $1.187

MeclLean: Yes, sir; $1.18.

Abrams: Do you know what those receipt bills are (haod-
ing papers to_witness). '

McLean: Yes, sir; I got them from Lawrence Ste phens.
That (indicating) is for two crates of cabbige and apples.
from New York to Tampa, via the Clyde line.

Abrams: From New York to Tampa?

McLean: Yes, sir.

Abrams: I want to introduce them in evidence to show
that cabbages and apples are shipped from New York to
Tampa at 60 and 55 cents per barrel.

McLean: I wish to say that we were sent here to repre—-
sent the interests of Manatee county, not to make a fight
against the railroads or any anybody else, but simply to
make a fight for ourselves, and we claim this, that if the rail-
roads ecan haul a package of cabbage or Irish potatoes or any
package from New York to Tampa for 55 cents, they can
haul a similar package of the same products from Tampa to-
New York for the same price, and what we ask, and all we
ask is an equitable arrangement of these rates, these freight
charges. .

Abrams: Now, let me seeif I understand you correctly.
You say thisyear the rates Kast on every thing but cabbage-
and Irish potatoes was 69 cents?

McLean: Yes sir.

Abrams: From 47k cents in 1884 it has steadily increased:
to 69 cents now?

McLean: Yes sir.

‘Abrams: That is 21% cents per bushel crate?

McLean: Per bushel crate increase.

Abrams: And 43 cents per barrel crate increase?

Mecl.ean: Yes, sir.

‘Abrams: And the ircreise of production has beer
from 43,283 crates in 1884——
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McLean: To 206,292 crates in 1896. The acreage has in~
-greased from somewhele near 200 to 2,500.

Commissioner Prouty: Do not you market most of your
-stuff in the West?

McLean: No, sir; we ship about equally each way; about
a3 much East as West. Cabbage we cannot ship East at all
-0n account of the excessive freight rates, the extremely high
-charges; but when it comes to tomatoes we ship about as
much Bast as West.

C;mmissioner Prouty—How far south of Gainesville are
you?

Mc¢Lean—About 190 miles, T think, south. T do not know
-gertainly. I think it is 190 miles.

Commissioner Yeomans—Is the rate $1.18 this year to
New York?

McLean—$1.32.

Commissioner Yeomans—What is the §1.187

McLean-—-This is from Tampa this year,

Commissioner Yeomans—What was it last year?

McLean—$1.18 last year. .

Commissioner Yeomans—It was good business last year,
‘was it not?

McLean—Yes, sir; but we did not have much ecabbage
dast year. We got a good price for what we had.

Commissioner Yeomans—This year you cannot sell any?

McLean—Well, no; sir, : KRS

Commissioner Yeomans—That is not on account of the fro
difference in the rates?

MecLean--No, sir; the difference is in the freeze that came .
-along last year and killed all the cabbages except a few. il

Commissioner Yeomans—You could not sell a few this
year?

PR AL 27
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MecLean: If we only bad a few we could.  But we have a 5
great many and cannot sell them, ‘
Commissioner Yeomans: You mean you have too many S
for the markets? S [ Y
McLean: Yes, sir; if we could put them to the people so 3

that they would pay us 90 cents to a dollar and leave usa

fair margin, we would do it. But we cannot do it for $1.25 i

when it costs us $1.40 to get them there. Ut
Commissioner Clements: Avre all these other vegetables

-shipped in basket crates? :
MecLean: Nothing except tomatoes. You take cucumbers o

and squash, cucumbers are shipped in bushel boxes; squash

are shipped in half-barrel baskets; lettuce in half-barrel

baskets.
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Commissioner Clements: Have you any data by whick
you could tell what a given gquantity of any of these thinga
cost to produce ready for shipment?

McLean: No, sir; that would depend upon the locality in
which it was produced and the kind of corp produced. Ifit
it & good crop, it costs less. A small crop costs more. Then
the difference in locality makes a difference. We pay more
for labor in our county than they do at Gainesville, we pay
§1 a day.

Brady: There has been some evidence here about the pre—.
payment of freight on siuff that was not in condition to be
received, and there was some 1alk as to whether or not the
railroads lost freight in those instances.

Mecliean: They do not lose anything down our way be-
cause they always, before a market goes to pieces, notity us-
that we must prepay before we can ship. ,

Bradv: Do you know anything about a rule they have to
blacklist merchants?

McLean: Yes,sir; T know there have been several black~-
listed. There were noticessent out last season against some
in Baltimore and one in Philadelphia. They will not receive
shipments for those people unless it is prepaid or guaranteed:
by the people of the shipping point. v

Brady: Do you know that was based upon the fact that the
merchants retfused to accept shipments in bad condition?

McLean: I presumeit was, but conld not say positively.

Brady: Yousay that, when the season begins to run down
and it is doubtful what price it will bring, they notify the
agents not 1o receive except on prepayment.

MecLean: Yes, sir; we were uotified on the 10th of June
1ast season.

Baxter: Tn the first part of the season they do not require
prepayment?

MecLean: No; as long as the price is up they do not reqgnire
prepayment.or a guarantee, but now, like on tomatoes when-
they are haunled st a 75 cent rate and tomatoes are worth only
60 cents in the market, they do. These transportation
people are posted better than we are, because Lhey have their
agents, and they know that they cannot get 75 cents out of to-
matoes that are worth only 60 cents. Where an agent guaran-
tees the freight, they let it go through. It is not necessarily
always a prepayment.

DuBignon: You svoke of a raise in rates this year?

McLean: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: You are on the Plant System?

McLlean: Yes, sir.
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DuBignon: You heard Mr. Evans speak of that rate hav-
mg been withdrawo?

McLean: Yes, sir- and it was withdrawn our way on po-
tatoes and cabbage, as I stated. I said that this six cent
rate on cabbage and potatoes was withdrawn, but that it re-
mains oan other things. Take a barrel of onions and it is
six cents higher than it was last year.

There is one thing which I wish to bring out here, and
that is the matter of rebates. We have had down in our
country in past seasons, a system of rebates, first inaugur-
ated by the F. C. & P. R. R., and they were given first to
procduce men, commission men; drummers would come in
there and work up carload lot shipments and they would
give tLem all the way from 5 to 15 cents a crate.

Chairman: How do you know?

MclLean: Because we all gct on to it later. One or two
of them told ue they were getting it and we worked around
until we got it.

Chairman: Who did you get it from?

McLean: The agent of the F C & P RR, W R Fuller.

Chairman: Where is he now?

MecLean: In Tampa.

Chairman: Is he still agent?

McLean: Yes, sir; still agent.

Commissioner Clements: When did you get those re-
bates? )

McLean: Last year and the year before, and we have re-
liable information that parties are getting them this year.

Commissioner Clements: How were they paid to you?

McLean: Simply as a rebate.

Commissioner Clements: How?

McLean In money; in cash; by Mr. Fuller and Dby the
agents of the different wlmrves along the river.

“Commissioner Clements: Who were they?

McLean: J. Howes, of Palmetto; C. P. Fuller, of Ellen- .

ton; J. H. Kennedy, Terra Ceia; Young and Cla.rkson Pal-
met,t.o, H. W. Bu‘lel, Braidentown; H. 8. Clark, Manatee.
Commissioner Clements: Who are these people?
McLean: The wharf agents. They are nof, any more,
the agents of the transportation company than they are of
the people.
Commissioner Clements: Ave they the men to whom the

".yrebates were paid?

McLean: Yes, sir; in certain instances, to be distributed
to the parties to whom they belonged, the owners of the
produce.
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Commissioner Clements: Did the S. F. & W. give any
vebate? , :

E;X)Icﬂ[‘.ean: Yes, sir, after it was inaugurated by the F. C.
L& .

Commissioner Yeomans: Do you know any shippers that
did aot get them?

MecLean: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Yeomans: Who were they?

McLear: M. A. Barnes.

Commissioner Yeomans: What others?

McLean: C. G. Barnes, J. J. McDougal, J. N. McLean.

Chairman: That system is not going on now?

McLean: Yes, sir; I think it is. I will tell you why 1
+think so. The Plant Svstem has a road to St. Louis, and to
Sincinnati, and to Chicago, via Mobile. The rate is 20 cents
.per barrel less than the F. C. & P. rate is all rail, or than the
Plant System is all rail. This is a water haul to Mobile, but
they only have one boat a week, and that is on Saturdays.
Tor the last two Saturdays down home I have seen from
three to five cars a day leave for these same points over the
. C. & P., all rail, and it does not seem that a man has little
.emough sense to ship all rail and pay 20 cents more than
pecessary. That is why we believe that this system of re-
Liates is in force yet. We fought it last year, and tried to
have them give us an open rate that much lower, but when
the rebate was coming, all that could get it took it, and that
3s one of the main things we are here to fight to day.

Commissioner Clements: Who did you communicate with
about the rebates you got?

McLean: I got no rebates. I gave my name as one that
did not get them.

Oommissioner Yeomans: What" time last year did this
take place?

MeLean: From the 9th of April the open rebate was given

matil the 15th of June.

Commissioner Prouty: Why did you not get them when
a1l these other people did?

MoLean: I never collected them.

Abrams: You did not get any?

McLean: No, sir; I did not collect my rebates. Mr. Wil-
1is, there, can tell whether he collected them or mnot. I did
mot; collect them because I had been fighting the rebate sys-

A woice: I did not get a cent.”

AMceLean: Mr. Davis did, I guess.

_A voice: “Yes, sir; I got mine.”
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The Chairman: There seems to be enough of that: That
is a matter for the district attorney and the grand jury.
DuBigoon: I understood you to say that the reason you

. thought it was still in vogue was that on Saturday, the day

on which the Plant steamer for Mobile sailed, you saw car—

loads of freight going over the F. €. & P. destined to West~
ern points?

McLean: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: And you presume a man would be a fool to
pay 20 cents more than was necessary to ship by all rail?

McLean: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: In nther words, he is meeting the water rate
by Mobile?

MecLean: Yes, sir; or better.

DuBignon: That is your reason for saying it, is it?

McLean: Yes, sir; that is my reason for saying it.

DuBignon: That is all.

Abrams: Mr. Brady, I think, has some witnesses that he
desires to examine in the morning.

Brady: If the Commission desire not to hold a session
here to-morrow, it might be avoided in my case, if I knew
what the effect of a decision would be in this matter, when it
is asked by various committees. My witnesses are not here
and will not be until to-morrow morning. If the effect
should eventually be to find that the people here are entitled
to relief, I wish to inquire whether it would be in respect to
those localities that ask it only, or whether there would be a
general scaling of rates for that entire business and that en-
tire section. If that would be the effect in the event of any

-relief, it would be unnecessary for me to go further than to

malke out my case,

Chairman: Our experience is that anybody is fortunate
if they get what they ask for. Of courseif it is not shown
that anybody is entitled to relief they would get it. If it is
shown that these rates operate unequally or unfairly as to
the different communities, the same rule will apply as to all.
We have only to-morrow to devote to this hearing, and we
will, of course, afford ample opportuuity to the defense to
put in their testimony.

Brady: I have only one or two witnesses. The President
of my Association will be here to-morrow. I have telegraph-
ed for him. It will take ounly a short time,

McLean: If you, gentleman, want the names of any more
people who received this rebate, I shall be glad to furnish
them.

The Chairman: That will probably necessitate another in-
quiry of another sort, and you will probably be called upon.
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We have advised you that we have no control of that matter
except to call the District Attorney’s attention to the fact that
these things have been going on. Mr. Baxter, have you any
witnesses?

Baxter: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: We have, at least, four, [ think. .

The Chairman: Well, gentlemen, meet us at 9 o'clock, in
the morning.

James Menzies, a witness on behalf of defendants, having

been duly sworn, testified as follows:

Baxter—I believe you arve conmected with the Plant

System?

Menzies—Y es, sir.

Baxter— Where do you reside?

Menzies—In Savannah.

Baxter— W hat position do you hold?

Menzies-—Assistant general freight agent.

Baxter—Have you the rail and water rates on single
crates from Gainesville, Fla., to New York, from 1886 to the
present?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Baxter—Will you call them out to the stenographer?

Menzies-—The rate on vegetable, rail and water, from
Gainesville, Fla., to New York in 1886 was 40 cents per crate
and 80 cents per barrel; in 1887 the rate was 40 cents per
crate and 80 cents per barrel; in 1888 the rate was 27 cents
per crate and 54 cents per barrel; in 1889 the rate was 30
cents per crate and 60 cents per barrel; in 1890 the rate was
30 cents per erate and 60 cents per barrel; from 1891 to 1846,
inclusive, the rate was 374 cents per crate and 75 cents per
barrel, excevt on cabbage and potatoes, which took a rate of
574 cents per barrel in carload quantities and 75 cents per
barrel in less than carload guantities during these years. In
1897 the rates was made 404 cents per small crate and 81
cents per barrel.

Baxter—Those rates per crate are what they call small
crates, single crates? :

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Baxter—1I will offer this statement in evidence.

{The same is hereto attached and marked Ex. No. 1.)

Baxter-—Are you able to state the rates back of 18862

Menzies- -I am unable to give these rates. The rec-
ords were destroyed or I could not find them.

BRI YT
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Baxter-—Those are the rates as far back as your records

enable you to go?

Menzies—Yes, sir. B
Baxter—There seems to have been in. 1886 and 1887 &

rate on single crates of 40 cents; then in 1888 there seems to-
have been a reduction from 40 to 27 cents. Werg you con-
nected with the road at that time?

Menzies—Not with the Plant System; no, sir.

Baxter— What is your understanding as to what caused

that reduaction?
Menzies—From 40 to 277

Baxter—-Yes, sir. . ) )
Menzies—In the year 1886 the Clyde Steamship Line
" was inaugurated to Jacksonville, and the rates on vegetables

and other classes of freight were reduced to Jacksonville.
In other words, the rate on first-class, which, I think at that

time was 75 cents from New York to Jacksonville, was re-

duced to 25 cents; and the rates on vegetables were reduced
from 30 to 22} cents; that rate of 221 cents to Jacksonville
would reduce the rate from interior points in Florida because
these rates were made on the Jacksonville combination.
Baxter—Then that reduction was- the result of a rate

war?
Menzies—That 1s my impression. Of course I do not

state it definitely, because I was not connected with the Plant
System at that time. :

Baxter—Something has been said about the rates om
some of the vegetables being lower from New York into
Florida than from Florida to New York. I wish you wonld
give therate on potatoes per hundred pounds from Gainesville
to New York and the rate from New York to Gainesville per
hundred pounds.

Menzies—The rate on potatoes from New York to
Gainesville in any quantity is 45 cents per hundred pounds;.
the rate on potatoes from Gainesville to New York via
steamer, based on 180 pounds to the barrel, is 41.7 cents per
hundred pounds, being a difference of 3.8 cents per hundred
pounds in favor of the northbound shipper.

. Baxter—Now, bhow is the rate on cabbage in less than
carloads?

Menzies—The same conditions apply to cabbage in less
than carload quantities as to potatoes in any quantity.

Baxter——~How is it with reference to cabbage in carload
quantities northbound as compared with cabbage in carload

quantities southbound?




1196

Menzies—The rate on cabbage from Gainesville to New
York is 37} cents per hundred pounds.

Abrams—That is all-rail?

Menzies—Noj; rail andwater.

Baxter—Something has been said about cabbage and
other articles not Welghlng 180 pounds per barrel crate. How
4s that arrived at?

Menzies—That is simply used as the estimated weight,
and of course shippers have the right to put 180 pounds in a
barrel, securing the same rate. Some classes of vegetables
may not welgh that; o’chers, doubtless, do come very close to
it. Our experience is that the size of the respective packages
1s increasing continually. It is the case with oranges. There
was a time when the orange crate, for instance, weighed about
70 pounds; it gradually increased to 80, and finally to 90; and
even sometimes they weigh as high asa hundred. These pack-

ages were called “Jumbo” boxes. Some increase, I think, has

been made in the size of packages used in shipping vegeta-
bles.

Baxter—Was that estimate of 180 pounds made by the
Plant Sytem by itself or in connection with other companies?
Was it not in connection with all Eastern companies? ‘

Menzies—The Atlantic Coast Line and the Pennsylva.-
aia railroad.

Baxter—So that the shipper has the yprivilege of carry-
ing that quantity in the package. Is there any difference, as
shown by your recovds, between the average number of small
crates per car on shipments to the West as compared with
shipments to the East, and if so, what is it?

Menzies—The average number of crates loaded to the
car from Flonda to Eastern cities would he from 170 to 200;
that is, including the entire movement. To Western points,
the average number of crates per car would be ‘about 440,

Baxter—Do you use the same cars in shipping to the
East as you o in shipping to the West?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Baxter—Well, that would indicate that the cars going
East are not loaded to more than about half their capacity?

Menzies—That is about the condition, sir.

Baxter —While those to the West are generally loaded
to their full capacity, are they?

Menzies—Well, t> just about their capacity, or as many
crates a8 we would care to handle in a car on account of the
condition they would be in when they would reach the mar-
ket. If we put too many crates in the condition at destina-
tion would not be favorable, as it otherwise would.
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Baxter—Did you get the average number that you have
mentioned from your records, or how did you arrive at it?

Menzies—That was taken from our records, sir.

Baxter—Now, it appears that certain shipments of vege-

tables are made to the West, and certain shipments are made

to the East from this country. Does the record show what
%ercentage goes to the West and what percentage goes to the
Last?

Menzies—Our records would indicate that about 22 per
cent. goes West and about 78 per cent. goes East.

Baxter—Now it appears from the testimony that of the
vegetables gomg to the East a portion of them goes by rail
from here to Savannah and thence by steamship to New York
and other northeastern ports; and another portion goes all-
rail. Can you give the percentage that goes all-rail and the
percentage rail and water from Savannah?

Menzies—1I am not prepared to state definitely just what
the percentage is, but I think the movement all rail is about
50 per cent. of the total movement to the Fast.

Baxter——Something has been said about the requiring pre-

payment of freight on these vegetables. Explain what the

practice is in that vegard. _

Menzies—The Florida lines never require prepayment un-
less they are so advised by the connecting lines-—by the Penn-
sylvania Railroad in the HEastern markets or the Ocean Steam-
ship Company and by various Western lines. The Pennsyl-
vania Railroad prior to the present season required consignees
—commission merchants—to pay freight on all shipments ar-
riving at New York, whether the product was salable or
otherwise. '

A meeting was called last Febrnary in New York by the

Pennsylvania Railroad to censult with the commission mer-
chants and see what could be done with reference to that par-
ticular point, and it was finally decided that the Pennsylvania
Railroad would not in the future require that gnarantee. So

that shipments today are going forward to all points without-

any guarantee whatsoever. Of course, when the markets be-
come glutted, the connections advise us promptly to stop ship-
ments, or in other words, .equire prepayment. That require-
ment is possibly as advantageous to the shipper as to the rail-
roads, because it stops the further shipment of vegetables toa
glntted market.

Baxter—Do you give the shippers down here notice of the
fact that you have been informed that the market is glutted




1198

and that they must prepay the freight if they" persist in ship-
ping there?

Menzies—That is the effect of the notice we give.

Baxter-—How much preliminary notice do you give before
you put that rule in operation?

Menzies—We give five days’ notice from the time the circu-
lar is received at a station. '

Baxter—So that the neighborhood has five days’ notice be-
fore the company will insist upon the prepayment of freight,
and that is not insisted upon except when the market is glut-
ted and the possibilities are that they could not sell the prod-
aet if it were carried? ,

Menzies—That is the very reason prepayment is required.

Baxter—Something has been said about blacklisting mer-
chants.  Will you explain what that means?

Menzies—Well, that blacklisting question—I do not know
that that is the proper term—I suppose it refers to the fact
that the Pennsylvania railroad required merchants in New
York to guarantee the charges and take the freight, as I have
already stated, whether it could be sold for charges or other-
wise; the consignee had to pay it; then, if the consignee de-
clined to pay these charges on arrival of the carload of vege-
tables at Neiw York, the Pennsylvania railroad would send
out notice that, on future shipments to that consignee, freight
would have to be prepaid. That was prior to last February.

Baxter—And that rule has been changed?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Baxter—So that there is no such blacklisting now?

Menzies—No.

Baxter—That is all.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

Abrams—1 understand you to say that in the matter of
these vegetable shipments the shipper has the right to put
180 pounds of cabbage in a cabbage crate?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—Now, imagining that they do put 180 pounds in
a crate, what would be therate per hundred on cabbages
from Gainesville to New York? I wish yon would figure it.
I believe the rate on carload lots is 86 cents all-rail. At 86
cents_per hundred and eighty pounds, how much per hundred
would that be?

Menzies—The rate from Gainesville, Fla., to New Yoxk?

Abrams—7Y es, sir; all-rail.
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Menzies—On cabbage in carloads the rate would be 50%
gents per hundred pounds? .

Abrams—Is it not a fact that bulk shipments by the car-
load are cheaper than crate shipments?

Menzies—1I do not know that any shipments of cabbage are
made in bulk.

Abrams—I find in this list here, which I believe is your
lagt (referring to tariff) for the vegetable season of 1897, on
the second page, cabbage in bulk. Is that correct?

Menzies—(After examining tariff) That is righty; yes, sir.

Abrams—In bulk shipments of potatoes and cabbage the
rates are supposed to be relatively lower than by crate ship-
ments. (Witness examining tariff.) Please answer the
question without looking at the rate. Are not bulk ship-
ments supposed to be lower in rate than crate or barrel ship-
ments?

Menzies—Therate per hundred pounds on barrel shipments
of 180 pounds is less in barrels than when in bulk.

Abrams—Now, I ask you whether or not shipments are not
supposed to be lower in bulk than when in boxes or barrel
shipments? .

Menzies—No, tue rate is higher per hundred pounds.

Commissioser Prouty—He wants to know whether you do
not ship cheaper by carload than by hundred pounds. _

Abrams—Whether the average rate per hundred is not
lower in bulk than when put in crates or barrels?

Menzies—No, not necessarily. You mean the general basis
of making rates?

Abrams—Y es, sir.

Menzies—Not necessarily; no, sir.

Abrams—1I1 find here that cabbage in bulk, per hundred
pounds, are exactly the same—86 cents—from Gainesville to
New York that it is on cabbage in crates. How do you aec-
count for that, that the railroad companies require, per hun-
dred pounds, the same money—86 cents—when they carry it
in crates or barrels, where they have to carry all that wooden
ware, which is of no value, and the rate is only 59 cents, if
your statement is correct, on your estimate of 150 pounds of
cabbage to the crate? You then cbarge 59 cents per hundred
pounds in crates and 86 cents per hundred in bulk. I wish
you would explain that to the commission.

Menzies—The movement of cabbage in bulk T understand
to be very small. I do not know of any cabbage shipped that
way. Therefore the rate, whether it was 70 cents per hun-
dred pounds or 25 cents per hundred pounds, is of little con-
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sequence. Now if there were a large movement of cabbage
in bulk of course the rates would necessarily be relatively ad-
justed.

Abrams—If you do not ship in bulk why do you provide
for it? 'There must be some shipments in bulk?

Menzies—We have no doubt had applications for rates on
shipments in bulk, and for that reason have published the
rate. But I do not think there are many cabbage shipped in
bulk. :

Abrams—1It would not pay to ship in bulk if a man’ can
get 100 pounds of cabbage shipped for 59 cents in a crate, as
you testified, and when he shipped in bulk would have to pay
86 cents per 100 pounds? :

Menzies—It would not be advantageous under those cir-
cumstances; no, sir. :

Abrams—Then, in bulk, you charge 40 per cent. more?

Menzies—Y es, sir; on the per hundred pound basis.

Abrams—Diad you ever weigh or have weighed any cab-
bage crates?

Menzies—No, sir.

Abrams—Where did you get your estimate that a crate of
cabbage weighs 180 pounds?

Menzies—That was arrived at, as I have already stated,
at a consultation between the various lines interested in the
business. 1 was not present at the meeting and am not able
to state how they arrived at the weights. :

Abrams——What is the carload estimate—how many pounds
do you allow a car to be loaded with?

Menzies—It varies according to the destination.

Abrams—New York, for instance? _

Menzies——Twenty thonsand pounds. You see, the rates,
generally speaking, to New York are the »ame in carloads and
less, so that there is no minimum established except where we
have special carload rates. '

Abrams—No minimum weights established?

Menzies—No minimum weights established. In other words,
you can ship one erate or ten crates as cheap per crate as you
can if you ship 400.

Abrams—I am speaking of the carload weights now. 1
find here 200 barrels of cabbage made the minimuwm, 24,000
pounds upon cabbage in bulk?

Menzies—That 15 where the carload rate is a less rate than
carload rate. Then we have to establish a minimum.

Abrams—Is not this 86 cent rate all-rail to New York the
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carload rate? Have you not got to ship a whole car on those
rates?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—If you ship less than a car, is not the rate higher? =
1s not all-rail $1.01 in less than carload lots?

Menzies— That is right, sir.

Abrams—Then, according to these rates, he has to ship a
carload? . »

Menzies—I made that exception that where carload rates -
were specified, of course they have to be based on a certain :
minimum weight.

Abrams—Do you say there is any difference in the weight -
of the barrel crate now from what it was in 18862

Menzies—No, I did not.

Abrams—You have testified in regard to ratesin 1886..
‘What rates were those? '

Menzies—To what rates do you refer?

Abrams—Those rates you read.

Menzies—Those rates | named from 1886?

Abrams—Yes, sir. :

Menzies—That was by Savannah, the Ocean Steamship
Company. ' ’

Abrams—Are you sure of that?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—Hidve you got the printed tariff sheets of thai
year with you?

Menzies—No, sir.

Abrams—TI am sorry that you did not bring them. Now, .
in shipping watermelons via Ocean Steamship, do they go on.
the same route, on the same steamship?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams— Carried by the same trains?

Menzies—Ordinarily so, yes, sir.

Abrams—1Is that known as the fast train or what?

Menzies—I do not know whether that fast service is discon--
tinued before the watermelon season opens. Our transporta-
tion department, however, will testify as to that.

Abrams—Will you explain why cabbages can not be carried:
on the same train for as low a rate as watermelons?

Menzies—That is a very difficult problem, you know, when:
you begin 1o compare one rate with another.

Abrams—Thai is the problem we are trying to solve hers.

Menzies— Y ou might say that the cost of hauling a carload
of melons is the same as the cost of hauling a carload of veg-
etables.

76 x



Abrams—Well, does not the shipper of a carload of mel-
ons himself usnally load it?

Menzies—7Yes, sir.

Abrams—Does not the shipper load the carload of cabbages
himself usually?

Menzies— Yes, sir.

Abrams——Will you explain to the commission why the rate
on a carload of cabbages should be nearly double the rate on
a carload of melons to the same destination, the shipper load-
ing both cars and both-cars going on the same train at the
same time—one rate double what the other is?

Menzies—I did not bring the watermelon rates with me, so
I can not say whether your statement is correct in regard to
the rates; but the average movement of vegetables per car is
from 170 to 200 crates per car.

Commissioner Prouty--You mean small crates?

Menzies—Small crates.

Abrams—Does your rule there require a car to be loaded
with not less than 200 crates of cabbages?

Menzies—That 1is our carload rate; but as I stated, the
movement of cabbages is bulk is very small. I do not know
that any moves.

Abrams—I am not speaking about bulk cabbage.

Menzies—The average number of crates per car, crates of
vegetables, moved to Eastern points is from 170 to 200. Two
hundred crates would equal 10,000 pounds. The watermelons
move in carloads; that makes a difference; they move in full
carioads.

Commissioner Prouty—Why do you not fill up the cars
with cabbages? Why not put in more crates?

Menzies—The trouble is in making the through time. We
have not time to transfer the vegetables from one car to the
other at different junctions. Kor instance, if a shipper has 50
crates of vegetables to go from Gainesville, Fla.,, today to
New York, and there are no other shipments to New York,
we have to send that car with the 50 crate, and that would
oceur if there were only 10 crates.

Commissioner Prouty—When the car goes West is it filled
up?

1Menzies—-0f course, there are some shipments moved in
less than carloads to the West, but they are very few.

Abrams—Now, 18 it not a fact that at the basing points
such as Gainesville you consolidate shipments from other
points so as not to make less than carloads? Is not thata



i

1203

wegular part of the duty imposed upon your agents at these
stations, that they shall consolidate and load full cars?

Menzies-—That, I believe, are the instructions of the trans-
‘portation department to the agents; that, whenever it is pos-
‘sible to consolidate, there are instructed to do so, but they
-can not do this always and give the best results.

Abroms—And is it not a fact that when you get te Sa-
vannah and before turning the cars over to the A. C. D,, there
is another consolidation and the cars filled, unless that has
been done in Gainesville?

Menzies—You mean that the cars going north are consoli-
-dated?

Abrams—Yes, sir; unless in exceptional cases, where the .

‘time did not permist, or something of that kind.

Menzies—You mean a greater number of crates are put into
a ear?

Abrams—7Yes, sir.

Menzies—The trouble about that is we have to load a car
for the various destinations from Savannah and it may be
just the reverse. There may be fewer crates in the car north
of Savannah than south of Savannah on some shipments. In

-other words, if we had a shipment of 50 crates for Rich-
mond we would have to load that in a car for Richmond;
‘then we might have to load a car for Norfolk—for the rail
.and water route through Norfolk; then we might have to load
.a car for Washington, for Philadelphia, etc.

Abrams—1Is it not also a fact that, when there are a succes-
Sslon of points to deliver to between Savannah and Richmond
:and other points, that the shipments are loaded in one car and
‘those shipments taken out at the different stations?

Menzies—No, sir; not on our fast train.

Abrams—Now, going back to Florida: Do you not adver-
tigse, and is it not a facs, that you make your connections so as
not to delay the shipment at Savannah?

Menzies—That is the general idea.

Abrams—And do you not, also, make your agents make it a
point that shippers shall unite and fill up cars so as to avoid
these unfilled cars in Florida?

" Menzies—That is done as far as possible.

Abrams—Then the small or light loading of cars is excep-
tional?

Menzies—1 have stated alreadv that the average number of
crates per car, eastbound, wae from 170 to 200. That is the
general average,

Abrams—Those were small crates?

e i S
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Menzies—Yes, sir. In getting at that estimate the large
crates were reduced to small crates.

Commissioner Prouty—Is that made up so that you can
swear to 1, or is it something yvou guess at?

Mendes~Th% is information compiled from our records.
Of course I can only say that it is a fact to the best of my in-
formation and beliet.

Commissioner Prouty—You keep the record so that it can
be made up accurately?

Menzies—1I think so: yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty—Does that.include your whole system
on which this wovement takes place, or some particular road?

Menzies—That includes the movement through Savannah.

Commissioner Prouty—From all pointsin Florida?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—Those tables show exclusively Ocean Steamship

rates?
\{enﬂes———Yes, sir,
Abrams
Menzies—In 1891.
Abrams—The increase was from 60 and 80 to 75 and 8747
Menzies—That is right.
Abrams—There was another increase in 1896?
Menzies—DNo, sir.
Abrains—Was there any increase this year?
Menzies—An increase in small crates; yes, sir; 3 cents.
Abrams—Taking your figures on small crates are you not
charging the highest rate you have charged since 18867
\Ienmes—\ es, sir; about 4 cent a crate.
Abrams—TIasg not the volume of vegetable shipments from
Florida inereased since 18867
Menzies—Our records do not go that far back.
Abrams—How far do they go?
Menzies—Our records from Gainesville proper are from
1892,
Abrams—What does that shew?
Menzies—It shows a considerable reduction.
Abrams—-Is not that because since then you have had con-

petition into qavannah where before that vou had everything

your own way? Prior to 1892 was the F. C. & P. in Savan.
nah?
Menzie
Abrams—Then since then there have been two lines run-
ning from Florida to Savannah?

Menzies—Ves, su, since the time thy F. C. & P. was built.

Abrams—-That is, since 18927

@
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Menzies—I do not know the date exactly.

Abrams—Take the State at large, has there been an in-
-crease in shipments?

Menzies—Since what year?

Abrams—Since 1886.

Menzies—T suppose there has. I have not the figures be-
fore me, however. Since 1886 I suppose there has been an
increase.

Abrams—Since 1892?

Menzies—>Since 1886.

Abrams—I will ask you now, since 1892?

Menzies—I can only give the figures from certain points,
Gainesville and McIntosh, which were the original rates com-
plained of.

Abrams—Have you not brought the figures to show the in-
crease on your whole line?

" Menzies—1I have not those figures with me.

Abrams—Can you state it approximately?

Menzies—No, sir; I can not.

Abrams—Can you state that since 1892 or 1886 it has
been increasing generally?

Menzies—I think it has increased since 1836. °

Abrams——Since 1892? '

Menzies—There has been a reduction from certain points.

Abrams—1I am speaking of the whole State.

Menzies—I can not say whether there has been an increase
or a redunction in the total from the State entirely.

Abrams—Avre you the assistant general freight agent?

Menzies—That is my title.

Abrams—Would not the fact of an increase throughout
the State be embraced within your department?

Menzies—It might be so considered.

Abrams—Do you not notice whether business is increasing
.01 diminishing in certain lines?

Menzies—Yes, sir; that is, generally speaking, we watch it
very closely.

Abrams—Can you state whether for the past five years
there has been any increase throughout Florida in shipments
of vegetables from the State?

Menzies—1 am not able to say at the present time 4s I have
not the 1wformation with me.

Abrams—What proportion of these rates does your road
receive, what proportion does the Atlantic Coast Line receive,
sthe Ocean Steamship Company? What proportion does each
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get of this 75 cents for cabbages and 40} cents for small veg
etables? You have a carload rate by Ocean steamer?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—What is the per carload by Ocean steamer from
Gainesville to New York via Ocean Steamship?

Menzies—The rate is 674 cents.

Abrams—On what?

Menzies—Per barrel.

Abrams—What proportion do you get, and what proportiom
do the others get?

Menzies—The Plant System gets 34.8.

Abrams—What does the other zet?

Menzies—Wharfage and transfer, five—that is a terminal
expense.

Abrams—Who gets that wharf and transfer rate?

Menzies—The Ocean’ Steamship Company gets part of it.

Abrams—The Ocean Steamship Company gets the balance?

Menzies—We have to transfer that stuff around the city
about nine miles, and we share in t,he transfer. We do not
get 50 per cent of it.

Abrams—1If the charge is 5 cents youn get 24?

Menzies—We do not get 50 per cent. of the .

Abrams—What percentage do you get?

Menzies—Twenty-five. '

Abrams—That is 11 cents. That would make your total
rather over 30 cents out of the 67, would it not?

The Chairman—That is a matter of calculation.

Abrams—Now, on small Jots, where you charge 75 cents
and 404, state what you get in gross.

Menzies—The rate from Gainesville of 404 cents is divided:
Plant System, 20.3; wharfage and transfer, 4 cents; steamer,.
16.2.

Abrams—Now, will you give the pro rata division of the
rates, all-rail, both on carload lots and small shipments?

Menzies—The rate on both small shipments and carloads,.
all-rail, from Gainesville proper to New York,is 53.5 cents.

Abrams—No, divide it.

Menzies—The Plant System to Savannah, 20.3; Charleston:
and Savannah Division, 3.4; Atlantic Coast Line, 14.9; north.
of Richmond, including the Pennsylvania Railroad, 14.9.

Abrams—So that the Plant Investment Company gets 23.T
cents on its entire line?

Menzies—Y es, sir.

Abrams—Just state the mileage of the several lines from:

-
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Gainesville to Charleston, and Charleston to Richmord, and
Richmond t» New York.

Menzies—The Plant System mileage to Charleston is 365,

Abrams—How many miles is it from Gainesville to Charles-
ton?

Menzies—Three hundred and sixty-five miles from Gaines-
ville to Charleston.

Abrams—How many miles is.it from Charleston to Rich-
mond?

Menzies—Three hundred and ninety-six,

Abrams—From Richmond to New York?

Menzies—Three hundred and forty-five.

Abrams—Now, on your direct testimouny, you have stated
that the Pennsylvania Railroad has made certain objections.
Does the Pennsylvania Railroad control the rates from Flor-
ida into New York always?

Menzies—Not altogether so; it is a joint auangement

Abrams—Well, in what way are you dependent upon the
Pennsylvania Railroad in making rates?

Menzies—That is the only connection we can use, and of
course we have to be governed by what they say so far as
their line is concerned.

Abrams—On these several routes, excepting the Ocean
Steamship, for instance, via Portsmouth and the Atlantic Coast
Line, do you receive the same proportion?

Menzies—On what class of vegetables do you want it?

Abrams—Any class, in small Tots.

Menzies—It 1s the same proportion to Savannah, but varies
beyond. :

Abrams—Varies to Charleston?

Menzies—Y es, sir.

Abrams— What is the difference? Now, the Plant System
gets 20.3 cents to Savannah. Now, from Savannah to Charles-
ton, what would it be?

Menz1es——Foul and one-tenth cents.

Abrams— Now, will you go back to the Ocean Steamship
Line on crates of vegetables, and tell me how much you get
to Savannah when you deliver to them?

Menzies —Gainesville proper you desire? The Plant Sys-
tem receives 20.3 cents to Savannah.

Abrams——Then, except beyond Savannah, your proportion
did not vary?

Menzies—No, sir.

Abrams—Can you advise the commission what proportion
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-of these vegetables were shipped in carload lots by shippers
sand what proportion in less than carload lots?

Menzies—To what markets—FEastern or Western markets?

Abrams—Going East. '

Menzies—No, I can not, except to state that the average
per car is from 170 to 200 crates.

Abrams—I mean, how much goes ont—what proportion
:goes out in carload lots? Can you state that?

Menzies—No, sir.

Commissioner Prouty—Do you mean at the carload lot
aate or in full carloads?

Abrams—Full carload rate. _

Menzies—1I can not say as to that.

Abrams—Is it a fact that a very considerable portion of
“this stuff is sent out from Gainegville in solid carload lots by
‘the growers uniting and making up the carloads s0 asto get

‘the reduced rates?

Menzies—I believe that is sometimes done by shippers.

Abrams—Is it not done wherever they can do it? .

Menzies—That is a matter entirely with the shlppels Ido
‘not know to Whut extent 1t is done.

Irouble to make an investigation of your shipments from
‘Gainesville, so that you can definitely state to the commission
what proportion leaves Gainesville 1 solid carload lots, and
“what in smaller quantities, less than carloads?

Menzies—No, sir.

Commissioner Prouty—You call tell, Mr. Menzies, very
2asily how much went at the carload lot rate?

RMenzies—On commodities taking the carload rate?

Commissioner Prouty—7Yes, sir.

Menzies—Yes, sir; butI have not had that data prepared.

Abrams—Is there any difference between the cars hauling a
-carload of vegetables now from what they were in 1886?

Menzies—1I can not state what conditions existed in 1880;
hut as I have stated already, the transportation department is
represented here and will answer questions as to the cost of
movement,

Abrams—Will you give the commission a statement as to
what is the rate from New York to Jacksonville—barrel crates?

Menzies—Southbound rates?

Abrams—7Y es, sir.

Menzies—The rate is 18 cents per hundred pounds.

Abrams—From New York to Jacksonville? -

Menzies—Yes, sir.
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Abrams—By Ocean Steamship? What proportion of that
18 cents do you get? '

Menzies—We would get 50 per cent. after taking out
wharfage and transfer.

Abrams—You get 9 cents? Then from New York to Jack-
sonville on a barrel crate of cabbages you receive 9 cents, now
from Jacksonville to New York what is the rate on cabbages?

Commissioner Prouty—That was the rate per hundred
pounds?

Menzies—Yes, sir. The rate from Jacksonville proper to
New York on northbound business?

Abrams—Yes, sir.

Menzies—On cabbage it is 60 cents per barrel.

Abrams—What do you get out of that?

Menzies—We get 26 cents.

Abrams—Then you get 26 cents as your proportion of bar-
rel cabbages from Jacksonville to Savannalh when theyv go to
New York and 9 cents on a barrel of cabbages coming back?
Is not that correct?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Abrams—That is all.

Commissioner Prouty—-Now what is the rate per hundred
pounds from Jacksonville to New York on cabbages? I do
not want you to figure it out, but do you not have a tariff rate
per hundred pounds from New Yorkto Jacksonville upon
some class which would include cabbages?

Menzies—Under a regular classification rate?

Commissioner Prouty—A rate per hundred pounds on cab-
bage from Jacksonville to New York.

Menzies—Y es, sir; the same classification of course would

- apply in both directions.

Commissioner Prouty—-Then the rate per hundred pounds,
or rather the same rate, would apply from Jacksonville to
New York as from New York to Jacksonville?

Menzies—According to the regular classification.

Commissioner Pronty—So that the classification and rate
going North is a special commodity rate?

Menzies—Y es, sir.

Commissioner Prouty—And coming South you give the
regular rate?

Menz1es—-Yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty
both North and South?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty—You say you estimate your crates at

And the regular rate is the same
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180 pounds. Did ever a man get 180 pounds in one of them?

Menzies—I am unable to say.

Commissioner Prouty—Would you allow these vegetable
growers to ship a larger crate than that if that did not hold
180 pounds? Suppose a man comes along and wants to ship
a great big crate, enough to hold 180 pounds, would you let
him do that?

Menzies——Oh, yes.

Commissioner Clements—7Yours is the Plant System, if I
understand you correctly?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clerrents—I see in Trf. 1. C. C. No. 126 cer-
tain columus designating rates on carloads and less than car-
loads of cabbages and other vegetables, stating that the barrel
crate is 100 pounds and the standard crate 50 pounds, and- also
some notes at the bottom, which are instructions to agents in.
billing to state that in cases of any excess of 100 pounds and
50 pounds, respectively, an excess charge will be made., Will
you look at that and state whether or not those instructions are .
applied and in force to the points that are indicated on that
page?

Menzies—Yes, sir. These rates given on page 6 are per
nndred pounds, aud all excess over 100 pounds is charged on
he same basis,

Commissioner Clements-—So that a 180-pound package, if
there be such, would be charged by the hundred, and not by
the package?

Menzies—Yes, sir. :

Commissioner Clements—That applies to Western ship-
ments, as indicated?

Menzies—That applies to points north of the Ohio viver.

Commissioner Clements—And does not apply to Eastern
cities? :

Menzies—No, sir.

Commissioner Clements—The shipments are made accord-
ing to those instructions?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements—That applies in ordinary trans-
actions and shipments?

Menzies—Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements—Now, what is the reason for the
difference 1n the number of shipments to the West and to the
East?

Menzies—I suppose that is on account of water competi-
tion, I think. You see, the rate to the East in less than ear-
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load quantities is the same in carloads, as with certain ex-

ceptions.
Commissioner Clements—Yes, sir. Is that a sufficient vea-
son for making a difference’in your charges into one part of

the country based on the 100 pounds and 50 pounds, respect~

ively, and then to another part of the counntry 188 pounds?

Menzies—There may be another reason, and that is, that
business moving from Florida to points north of the Ohio
river is so small as compared with the movement to the East
that the lines poseibly have not considered it worth while to
take the subject nup and arrange a through business.

Commissioner Clements—A man who ships a barrel of cab--
bage that weighs 100 pounds and another man that ships a

package that weighs 180 pounds to the same market at the
same time 13 charged the same rate, is he?
Menzies: I cannot tell.

Commissioner Clements: You are not informed about that?

Menzies: No, sir.

Commissioner Clements: Now, what other points in Flor-
ida take the same rates as Jacksonville—I mean basing
points?

Menzies: Gainesville takes the same rate on business com-

ing from Florida, the Southern Division.

Commlssmnel Clements: And does it not take the same.

rate on business coming from other quarters?

Menzies: I do notquite understand.

Commussioner Clements: Take alocal shipment originating
at Gainesville. Does that go at the Gainesville rate?

Menzies: The Gainesville proper rate; yes, sir,

Commissioner Clements: Arve there any basing points in
Florida on the same basis as Gainesville and Jacksonville, at
the same rate? ,

Menzies: Santa Fe Junction and High Springs is used

as a base point—simply 2 pomt to enable the total rates to be

made.

Commissioner Clements: Now, if you desire to ascertain the
rate from all stations in your system in Florida to Eastern points
of destination, how would that be arrived at? I understand that
the rate is so much into Gainesville, or into Jacksonville, and
after that it goes at the Jacksonville rate, with the local rate
up to that point added, and also the same from Gainesville
and these other base points.

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: Have you any tariff that states
in detail what the rates are from the local stations on your
line to these base points?
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Menzies: VYes, sir; this tariff states it.

Commissioner Clements: The tariff to which I refer?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: That names all the local stations
on your system in Florida?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: And the rates?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: That is the rates to Gaineaville
and Jacksonville and other basing points?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Knapp: What is your explanation of the
fact that it costs more tosend any quantity of cabbages North
than it does to bring the same quantity South?

Menzies: That may be explained by the fact that vessels

coming South for return loads very frequently have to secure’

some tonnage, or use rock or sand for ballast, and in prefer-
ence to doing that they will make specially low rates on pota-
toes or salt, or articles of that kind. Now, then, the regular
steamship lines competing for that business, in order io en-
deavor to meet that kind of competition, come as closely to

‘the schooner’s figures as possible without losing money. When °

the schooner reaches Jacksonville it has already secured a
load—she is chartered. It comes for a specific purpose, and
the southbound shipment would be merely incidental. On
the other hand the steamship comes here without any previ-
ous charter. It has to take what is offering on the day that
she sails, and necessarily the rate on that business should be
higher than on the southbound traffic. Whether that explains
that patticular cabbage rate I am not able to say. I wasnot
conunected with the system at the time that rate was made,
and can not make any further statemens on the subject.

Commissioner Prouty: Do I understand you have a spe-
cial commodity cabbage rate South, or is that the general rate?

Menzies: That is the general class rate.

Commussioner Prouty: Under what class do cabbage fall?

Menzies: Sixth class.

Commissioner Prouty: What is the reason a man can not
ship cabbage North on this sixth class and get the same rate?

Menzies: Because that special commodity rate is issued on
cabbage northbound on account of the increased facilities.

Commissioner Prouty: And that withdraws cabbages from
that class?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty: Do I understand you correctly in
thinking you said that a shipper was entitled when be pays

A At Em b
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the double rates to 180 pounds, and that if the shippers had
larger ones, weighing 180 pounds, you would transport them
at the same rate?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty: Mr. Abrams, why dees not that
give you all the relief you want?

Abrams: We are limited to the size of the crate. They

Jhave adopted this standard barrel—they force us to use a cer-

tain size and no larger.

Are not these barrel crates limited to standard bariels? Is
not that stated there? (Referring to tariff.)

Menzies: “Standard barrels, except when otherwise stated.

Commissioner Prouty: Now, is there something in there
which shows what a standard barrel is?

Abrams: It is limited to standard barrels.

Commissioner Prouty: He says 180 pounds is astandard
barrel.

Abrams: The standard is a certain size.

Commissioner Prouty: Is there anything in that tariff to
show what the standard is? ,

Abrams: No.

Colclough:  This barrel is supposed to hold the same as the
flour barrel.

Abrams: But cabbage won’t weigh as much as the solid
flour. Have you not established a standard crate and weight?
When crates of oranges were shipped to yon weighing over
80 pounds to the crate they were called Jumbo crates and the
excess charged for.

Mengies: No, sir; I do not know that. I will explain that
to you. .

Abrams: Over the 8., F. & W. I want you to be certain,
because I have had to pay it? _

Menzies: You say all over 80 pounds. As I said before
tha package was less than 80 pounds when they first started
shipping. It gradually got up to 80 pounds, and then got to

85 or 90 pounds. The railroads did not say anything about
85 or even 90 pounds, but as the crate gradually increased
year by year, of course they had to draw the line somewhere,
and they made a rule that shipments would be prorated for
that weighing over 80 pounds.

Abrams: 1 will ask you if this crate called the Jumbo
crate was not simply an enlargement of the crate for taking
the larger sized fruit.

!
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Menzies: I do not know about that. I am not a fruit
shipper.

Abrams: You have no experience in orange shipments?

Menzies: 1 am not an orange grower.

Abrams: Never shipped any?
© Menzies: Not myself.

Abrams: Can you tell me whether the size of the crate
has been enlarged in the last 15 years or since 18837 I want

‘you to name the increase of the size during the 14 years.

Menzies: I have not got the date with me, sir.

Abraws: Is it not a fact that there has been no increase
except this Jumbo increase—but one increase, and that was
the Jumbo crate?

Menzies: My mmformation would notlead me to believe so.

Commissioner Clements: Your tariff says, “other vegeta-
bles” and “potatoes” The 50 pound limit and the 100 pound
limit applies to crates and barrel crates. I see from the tar-
iff which ¥ showed you a moment ago such instructions. Is
that correct? . )

Menzies: Cabbage, beets, squash, turnips, ete., take the 100
pounds.

Commissioner Clements: Just read this, I want to under-
stand it.

Menzies: (Lleading) “Instructions for making rates from
points in Florida to Jacksonville, Santa Fe Junction and
Gainesville for beyond.” It says: “Rates on potatoes and cab-
hages apply per barrel or barrel crates. Rates on other veg-
etables apply per crate of 50 pounds. Other vegetables in
barrels or barrel crates double the crate rate and weight.”

Commissioner Clements: Is that the rule?

Menzies: That refers to local freight up to the base points.

Commissioner Clements: You limit them to those points up
to the basing points—the three points there named-—and then
gend it from those points to Eastern cities without regard to
the weight?

Menzies: No, sir; while the tariff says to charge for the ex-
cess, we don’t make any charge.

The Chairman: That is one way of cotting the rate?

Menzies: It is one way of reducing the rate; yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements. Is that disregarded in regard to
all vegetables, that waiving of the limit mentioned on that
tariff?

Menzies: I believe it is so far as the Florida base points
are concerned—the local rates to Florida base points. I be-
lieve all the lines carry the barrel at the barrel rates.
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Commissioner Clements: On all vegetables?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: Without regard to weight?
Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: Up to the hase points?

Menzies: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Clements: How about from the base points
on? :

Menzies: The rates to the East, all-rail, are on cabbages, po-
tatoes, ete., based on 180 pounds to the barrel.

Commussioner Clements: Well, then, you totally disregard
this weight limit; do you or not? Isimply want to get it so we
can understand how it is done.

Menzies: We do so far as points on our line are concerned.
Of course points named on here that are not on our lines we
could not-testify inregard to, but from points on our line up to
base points we do disregard it.

Commissioner Clements: So much per ba:rel and go much
per crate on all vegetables East ag well as West?

Menzies: Yes, sir; to base points.

Commissioner Clements: How abont it beyond the base
point?

Menzies: Beyond the base point to the East the per barrel

rate is 8o much on 180 pounds——that stands per barrel, whether
it is 180 pounds or less.
Commissioner Clements: What does that mean where it
says 100 pounds, or double the crate rate, which is 50?
Menzies: That means that so far as the local rate is con-
cerned that the rates to base points are constructed on the hasis
of 50 pounds to the crate and 100 pounds to the barrel.
Commissioner Clements: You said a moment ago you dis-
regarded that—took them irrespective of that.
Menzies: We do not make any charge for the excess over
100 pounds per barrel. :
Commissioner Clements: That is all.
Baxter: I will ask Mr. Denham to be sworn,
W. B. Denham, a witness on behalf of the defendants, hav-
ing been duly sworn, testifies as follows: '
"Baxter: You are connected with the Plant System, I be-
lieve? , :
Denham: Yes, sir; as superintendent.
Baxter: Superintendent of transportation?
Denham: Yes, si; Superintendent of transportation of the
fourth and sixth divisions of the Plant Systems of railway.
Baxter: Where are those divisions located?
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Denham: They start at Dapont, on the north, and go
to Lakeland, as far sonth as Lakeland and St. Petersburg,
including the Florida Southern and St. Johns and Lake Hous-
ton Railways.

Baxter: 'Where are your headqurrters?

Denham: Gainesville is my headquarters.

Baxter: What was the time made, all rail, from Jackson-
ville to New Yorkin 1889 in carrying these vegetables?

Denham: In 1889 we made the service from Jacksonville
to New York in 82 howrs. Gainesville and Jacksonville was
about the same. '

Baxter: What was the time in 18467

Denham: In 1896 we made it at about 67 or 68 hours.

Baxter: Please explain to the commission how these vege-
tables are gathered up from here in Florida by the trains
when intended for shipment to the North?

Depham: We advertise a through fast freight schedule.
Of course in the South where we have to pick up the sched-
ule is not as fast as it is when we get to Gainesville. The
stuff is picked up-and as near as practicable put in the proper
cars. Forinstance, the all-rail shipments are loaded in certain
cars. The Ocean Steamship business i3 loaded in separate
cars. Then, of course, we pick up a lot of stuff for the West
which goes via Montgomery, and that is loaded m separate
cars; or it may go via Tifton. As near as practicable we have
these local trains loaded in this way in order to save as much
delay at the junction points as possible. Until this seagon we
had but one schedule—fast trains north of Gainesville. That
carried Ocean Steamship and all Northern and Western ship-
ments. DBut this season we have run an extra train in order
to cateh the Savannah Steamship which leaves Savannah ac-
cording to the tide. If it leaves.there at 5 o’clock in the
morning,we leave the vegetable territory early enough to leave
us two hours in Savannah in order to get the stuff aboard ship-
and get it off on that day’s ship. This is an extratrain in ad-
dition to the regular fast train that carries A. C.L. all-rail
shipments. This train is scheduled at the rate of 30 or 31
miles an hour. After we consolidate at Gainesville I think
the schedule is based on £5 miles an hour—the schedule from
Savaunah to New York or to Jersy Clty. All freight is con-
solidated so that the train has to stop ouly at junctional
points. Shipments from Richmond, Washington, Philadel-
phia, Baltimore and New York are loaded in separate cars, so
that all the trains have to do when they come to these points
is to setoff the car and the train goes on immediately. There:
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is an agreement between the lines that the train shall make-
that schedule and shall only stop to set off a car, and where @ .

car runs hot they have the right to set off the car if itis lea-
ble to detamn the train. This is done in order to maintain the
schedule. bhipments, for instance, between Rocky Mount
and Richmond are. all loaded in one car; that is set off
at Rocky Mount, and that stuff is handled by a local train be-

tween Rocky Mount and Richmond, so that this train does .

not do any local work at all. It is a through fast train.
Baxter: From Gainesville to New York?
Denham: From Gainesville to New York.

Baxter: Now, when it comes to Savannal, the cars des--

tined to go to the Ocean Steamship Company or other steam~
ers sailing from Savannah are switched out of the traim
there? .
Denham: Yes, sir; switched out.
. Baxter: Does the balance of the train wait there?
Denham: No, sir; the balance of the train: is in Savannak

a couple of hours. It is almost impossible to load the cars.
properly, and if we happen to have a car loaded with miixed.
shipments, it is unloaded so that the train would not have to-

stop except to set off a car.

Baxter: Who unloads those cars intended for the Ocean.

Steamship Company at Savannah?

Denham: They go right down to the Ocean Steamshiz
wharves and are transferred direct by owr people into the
steamship.

Baxter: Is any special force kept there on hand to wait .

the arrival of these trains?

Denham: Yes, su_, we keep a force on hand We do net.

know exactly the time of the arrival of these trains there, and
we have to hurry to do the work there in order to make the
connection and we have to have on hand a big force, so that
whatever is done is done quickly.

Baxter: Now, stations down here in the vegetable grow-
ing part of Florida—abount what is the distance apart?

Denham: Well, you can start on the Florida Souatherr: and

start at Reddick, which is about 21 or 22 miles south of Gaines—-

ville; and a mile and a half north of Reddick we have 2 sta-.

tion called Milwood; a mile north of Milwood is ‘Oak Lawmn;,

a mile north of Oak Lawn is Orange Lake; then MecIntosh s

about a mile and a half north of that; a mile and a half noxih .

of McIntosh is Boardman; three-quarters of a mile north of

Boardman is Evinston. Between Evinston and Micanopw-

M x
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Janction we have two platforms. We allow them to put up a
platform and we take the stuff off. We do this because they
-can not haul vegetables in Florida. They do not have any
‘teawms.  They just put the stuff on a platform and we stop
ithere and get it. The same is true of the Tacoma branch—a

‘litele branch eight miles long. We have ten or fifteen stations
-onthat eight miles. Some are within a guarter of amile of each
-ather. We have these local trains to pick up that stuff so as
“to save all the expense possible and accommodate these peo-

ple. DBetween Rochelle and Gainesville we have four or five

Jittle stops.  We stop the trains at all these little places and

pick up and load the vegetables. If the growers were forced

~ to hanl them to she stations they could not grow them.

Baxter: This vegetable train that you speak of, where does
it starg from?
Denham: It starts at Brooksville. These trains are not

-run on regular schedule. We abandon the schedule and ron

on special so as to save time and get in as quickly as possible.

Baxter: What is the time from DBrooksville. You try to
leave Brooksville so as to catch the steamer which sails from
Savannah? '

Denham: Yes, sic.

Baxter: And you give it time to pick up these vegetables
-along the road, and if there is any danger that the train will
2of make the time you send an extra?

Di:nham: We try to run this train from these stations so
ras w reach Savannah just in time to catch these sailings.

Baxter: You endeavor asfaras you can in loading the
vegetables along the line to so load them as to have all the
vegetables intended to go by steamer in one or more cars by
themselves? _

Denham: At Philadelphia we have the Ocean Steamship
Company for New York; we have a ship for Philadelphia; we
thave z ship for Baltimore; a ship for Boston; we can not even
sonsolidate those shipments especially if the sailing times are
meazr to each other. If we do one will be left.

Baxter: Do not those steamships all have to sail ap-
sproximately about the same time on account of the tide?

Depbam: Yes, sir; on sailing daye. They have different
sailing days. Sometimes the Ocean Steamship and the Mer-
-ghants’ and Miners’ and the Philadelphia ships will all go on
one day, and then again on different days.

Baxter: The Baltimore steamers have different wharves
from the others?

Penham: Yes, sir.
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Baxter: Now, in addition to these cars that have to be
Hoaded for steamers sailing from Savannab, certain other cars
‘have to go on running to New York?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Baxter: In loading them down here do you have regard to
that fact as far as you can?

Denham: Yes, webave to; if we do not, we can not make
the through schedule.

Baxter: Then, as T understand, you do not have time to fill -

-up and make carloads of these different shipments, but have to

-distribute them along to make these engagements?

Denham: Yes, sir. We have different branches. This
train does notrun over all branches. Onun one little branch we
Jhave to run three cars—one for business for the Ocean Steam-
ship, one for A. C. D. and one for the West. Must have three
different cars in that train at least, and the stuff is loaded in

‘three different cars, depending on the destination. This train

comes down from Astor to the junction point at Leesburg; an-
other train runs up to that point from Brookfield; at Leesburg

" these two different trains consolidate into one train out of

Leesburg. Thus we have two cars in that same train for the
same business.

Baxter: You do notstop to transfer the business?

Denham: No; sir; we never stop until we get to Savannah.
Baxter: Ave the vegetables for the West put into separate

-cars?

Denham: Yes, sir; it depends upon how they are going.
If they are going via Montgomery, they are set off at Dupont;
if via Jasper, they are set off at Jasper; if via Tifton, they are

set off at Waycross; if by the Southern, they are set off at

Jesup.

Baxter: Then, there are more than two or three cars going
to the West?

Denham: Yes, sir. There may be 15 or 20 cars in the

rain and probably not more than 10 or 15 solids in the train.

Baxter: Going by different routes?

Denham: Yes, sir; going by different routes.

Baxter: Now, with reference to the service at New York
City. Is there any requirement there?

Denham: Yes, sir. For the last two years the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad has made an arrangement by which they run
these vegetables through to New York. We are compelled
to get them to Jersey City before 12 o’clock at night; then
they are loaded on barges and are sold in the next morning’s
market. A train reaching there after 12 o’clock has to stay
until the next day’s market.
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Baxter: The market is in the early morning?

Denham: Yes, sir.  We have to give them so mmueh time-
in order to get it there or it will have to remain over until the:
next day.

Baxter: Is it sold right on the barges or is it taken out?

Denham: I understand that the hucksters come down

there and the stuff is sold right on the pier,

Baxter: How long has that been in practice?

Denham: They started that last year.

Baxter: How was it done before that?

Denbam: 1 do not know exactly how 1t was done. It was.
not given that service. It took it longer to get into the city.
It might have been sold in Jersey Clt,y Only last year we
started a service in order to rearh New York at that time..
It has certainly been an improvement. We realize the fact
that 1f the vegetable grower makes anything he has got to
have the service and good service. Itis all perishable stuff,.
and if it gets to the market in bad order the stuff is all per-
ished and he gets nothing for it.

Baxter: Is there any case 1n which you have to put vege--
table cars on passenger trains?

Denham: Yes, sir; we frequently have to put vegetable:
cars on passenger trains. For instance, I have known in the
last two weeks at Leesburg, where the vegetables come off
the lake; we run a boat on the lake; got therein the evening
after the vegetable train had left there. The only way to get
those vegetables to market was to put them on the fast mall.
train and we pulled it to Savannah.

Baxter: So that it could catch up with the other train?

Desham: Yes, sir; 12:50 the next day. Otherwise it would’
have had to remain there twenty-four hours.

Baxter: Something has been said about ventilated cars.
What kind of cars do yeu move vegetables m?

Denham: Exclusively ventilated cars. In fact, the Plant
System has nothing but ventilated cars In the service..
The old solid box cars are not allowed to be used for any-
thing except the phosphate business.

Baxter: Is there any extra charge made for the ventilated
cars over the old fashioned solid box cars?

Denbam: No, sir; they are also provided with air brakes
50 that we can get them into these fast trains and make the-

time.
Taxter: Do the ventilated cars cost the same as the old:

fashioned box car?
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Denham: No, sir; the ventilated car costs from $50 to $75
wmore than the old solid box car.

Baxter: Does one equipped with air brakes cost any more?

Denham: A good deal more.

Baxter: How much more?

Denham: From $50 to §75 will cover the expense of the
air brake.

Baxter: Do you use refrigerator cars, for which there is
:an extra charge?

Denham: Yes, sir; but the Plant System owns no such
cars. That is done by the C. F. people. They have the
privilege of running them on owr line. They have the best
refrigerator car known, that is, as far as I koow of. We
handle their cars and we get nothing except our regular charges.
They charge the grower an addition for the refrigeration.

Baxter: It is a matter of preference with “the grower
‘whether he takes the refrigerator or the ventilated car?

Denham: We give him either he wauts. N

Baxter: And the Plant System gets no more out of the

.one than the other?

Denham: No more.
Baxter: The growers use refrigerator cars in shipping

‘these vegetables?

Denham: They have used them in handling tomatoes and
a few other vegetables, especially in winter, when there is
danger of freezing.

, Baxter: What do you want with a refrigerator carin

"Winter time?

Denkam: You can make it a refrigerator car if you wantit by
putling ice in it, but close down your ventilators and you
make it a tight car and there is no danger of freezing.

Baxter: Is there any apparatus for warming it?

Denham: No, but you can make it a perfectly tight car
and there is no danger of freezing in it,

Commissioner Clements: I wanted to understand what you
mean.by the C. F. System.

Denham: The California Refrigerator Car people have a
line of refrigerators.

The Chairman: You say you get the same. You uge the
ventilated car and that you supply and equip your own line
with it. Then do you not pay any mileage when you use the
refrigerator car?

Denham: Yes, sir.

The Chairman: What mileage do you pay?

Denham: We pay them for the use of the refrigerator car

'
|
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the usual mileage. We do that for the benefit of the people..
1t is an advantage to them, :

_ Baxter: Will you take that map and call off the lines of rail--
road? I wish you would describe the Florida Southern Rail-
way, commencing at one terminus and naming the other.

Denham: Cdmmence at Gainesville, where we connect with
the 8., F. & W ; thence run south, via Ocala, Leesburg, Fitz--
gerald, to Brooksville, including the branch lines te Tacoma
and Citra. Also commence at Bartow, ranning south to Punta
Gorda, known as the Florida Southern Railroad. Now, we
have another branch that starts at St. John and runs to Lake
Eustis; one commences at Leesburg and runs to Lane Park, on
Lake Harris; and another one runs to Astor, on the St. Johns-
viver. Now, the Saunford and St. Petersburg road commences
at Sanford and runs via 1rilby to St. Petersburg; and the Sil- -
ver Springs, Ocala and Gulf starts at Ocalaand runs via Juliette:
and Inverness to Pemberton; and has a branch line from Dun-

_nelon to Homosassa,

Baxter: WWhat is the length of the Florida Southern?

Denham: The Florida Southern is 252 or 253 miles in:
length.

Baxter: And the Sanford and St. Petersburg?

Denham: One bhundred and fifty-three miles.

Baxter: And the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf?

Denham: Seventy-five miles.

Baxter: And the St. Johns and Lake Hustis?

Denham: Forty-eight miles.

Commissioner Clements: Youn mean the mileage of the-
branches and all?

Denbam: Yes, sir.

Baxter: That isall.

CROSS-EXAMINATION,

. Abrams: In regard to this mileage yon have mentioned,
you have not to go over all that mileage to get to Gainesville..

Denham: Anything from the St. Johnsand Lake Eustis goes.
to Gainesville. Anything from the Charlotte Harbor Divis-
ion of the Florida Southern road and the Sanford and St. Pe-
tersburg all go up what we term the West Coast; that is a
line bmlt from Fitzgerald to High Springs.

Abrams: Now, everything from Sanford to Trilby goes to-
Trilby?

Denbam: Not everything. It can go to Sanford or the
other way. If it is the morning train, they take it to Sanford,
and in the evening they take it to Trilby.
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Abrams:  You say this extra train has only been put oa for-
the first time this season? :

Denham: Which one?

Abramg: The freight.

Denham: No, sir; we have been running an extra traim.
since 1889.

Abrams: I understood you to say in your direct examina-.
tion that this season you put on an extra train?

Denham: Yes, sit; I have this season. Before we pever
made a'direct connection with the Ocean Steamship. It all
went on the fast train and that train did not bother about the
sailing time of the ship. If it happened to hit it right it made
close connection, otherwise it did not. DBut this seasonr we
have arranged for this sailing and have had to arrange a spe-
cial train. If there are only three or four cars that train is
run through to Savannah.

Abrams: Now, you said something about the proximity
of platforms and sidings to each other. On what division i
that? :

Denham: On the Florida Southern.

Abrams: In what territory is that?

Depham: That starts at Reddick and goes to Gainesville.

Abrams: What is the distance from the Flonda Southern
at those points to the F. C. & P. R. R.?

Denham: It ranges, I suppose, from eight to ten miles—
five or six miles.

Abrams: Now, is it not a fact that you gave those aceom
modations because the people threatened to haul their stnff
over to the F. C. & P. if you did not?

Denham: No, sir.

Abrams: That never has been?

Denham: No, sir.

Abrams: You did it voluntarily?

Denham. Yes, sir; as an improvement in the service.

Abrams: You say they can not haul their vegetables; that.
it is Decessary to put stations every mile or so from each.
other because the people can not haul any distance?

Denham: A man raising vegetables sometimes has cnly-
one horse. He can not raise vegetables to any advantage if he
has to hanl them to the station. We put in platforms for-
them. It has been our desire to accommodate them, and thai:
is the reason we did it.

Abrams: In the terrvitory between these two roads in the:
vicinity of Orange Lake you say there have been no threats.
made to haul freight to the F. C. & P?

Denham: No, sir; not to me.

;
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Abrams How long have you been superintendent of this

«Jiryision?

PDenham: T have been connected with it seventeen years.

Abrams: How long have you been connected with the
Florida Southern on this division?

Denbam: I have been road master and assistant superin-
dendent of the Florida Southern road since 1884.

Abrams: It was from five to how many miles between the

“fwo roads?

Denham: It is from five to ten milesfrom the F. C. & P. to
these stations up there. Those stations were always in exist-
zzee. No new stations have been put in there in the last four,
fiwre or six years. North of Evinston the platforms have been

putwp in the last three years, but the other platforms have been

-there for the last eight or ten years.

Abrams: Do you not use the platforms for your own con-
~venience?

Denham: Yes, sir; but we could do without them.

Abrams: Then it was not on account of your desire 1o as-
-gist the shippers?

Denbham: We could force them to haul the stuff to the
skation.

Abrams  But that would force you to make longer stop-
pages in loading.

Denham: We would rather make one stop and stay ten
minutes than two stops and stay fifteen.

Abrams: Ts that the only portion of your line where you

" afford them these platforms?

Denham: On the St. Johns and Lake Kustis branch we
make seventeen stops in seventeen miles—we stop at every
<ow path.

Abrams: Do you do it now?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: How long have you been doing it? )

Denham: Ever since I have been connected with the road
——sinee the days you were there.

Abrams: Now, can you state how many in the year the
several steamers leaving Savannal leave on the same day?

Denham: 1 do not think they all leave on the same day a
single time in the year. Each ship issues a little card giving
tie information to all shippers, which we distribute as “much
s possibles

Abrams: Is it not a fact that steamers from Savannah do
16t leave on the same day? That is, do not the Merchants’ and
Miners’ leave on different days from he Ocean Steamship?
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Denham: Sometimes there are two or three ships out of
there the same day.

Abrams: How many times in the year does that happen?

Denham: I have never calculated. It has happened two or
three times in the last three weeks.

Abrams: What caused that?

Denham: One thing is the tide, and they happened to go
on the same sailing days. i

Abrams: Is not that exceptional?

Denham: It is not exceptional.

Abrams: Have you a schedule of that? Do they not ar-
range their schedule so as not to leave on the same day?

Denham: No, sir; I do not see any reason why they should.
The Philadelphia market has nothing to do with the New
York market; there is no competition with each other in the
world.

Abrams: You say that these ventilated cars that you have
now cost from $50 to $75 more than the box-cars.

My. Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Do they cost that much now more than the old

box car did in 18867

Denham: T do not know whether they do or not.

Abrams: You mean they cost $50 or $75 more now than
the old box car costs now?

Denham: No, I mean “then.”

Abrams: They cost from $50 to $75 more than the old

box car cost in 1886?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Are you sure of that?

Denbam: I know about what they wore worth then and I
know what we buy them for now.

Abrams: Did you not have a great many ventilated cars in
18862

Denham: I suppose we had about one-third as many then
as now. It used to be a very difficult problem to furnish ven-
tilated cars for the vegetable movemeut, and at that time none
were provided with air-brakes.

Abrams: Do the refrigerator cars get the ordinary rate?

Denham: Yes, sir; we pay mileage on the car, and, there-
fore, get less.

Abrams: You pay the mileage?

Denham: We pay the owner of the car the mileage and he
gets the benefit of all the refrigeration. We have also got the
trouble of stopping that car at certain junction points and
having it 1ced.

ERANES e
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The Chairman: You haul a great deal more dead weight
and render some service to those people that you do not ren-
der as to the other cars?

Denham: Yes, sir; they have to be looked after and prop-
erly iced.

Abrams: These refrigerator people attend to the cars them-
selves?

Denham: They are required to do so so far as putting the
ice in them is concerned, but at the junction points we have
to see that the cars are looked after and that the waste pipes
are kept open?

Abrams: And you have got to see that the ventilators are
kept open?

Denbam: Yes, sir; but the ventilators on a common car
and a refrigerator car are very different. The ice in there
causes a great deal more trouble to attend to the ventilators.

Abrams: What is the difference in the cost of operation
now over what it was in 1886?

Deuham: There is no practical difference.

Abrams: You pay the same money to the men?

Denham: Pay some men more; track labor we pay a little
less.

Abrams: Pay local agents more?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams:  All of them?

Denham: That depends on the business; some more and
some less.

Abrams: You say some more and some less?

Denbam: That is regulated according to business.

Abrams: What proportion do you pay more?

Denham: At certain stations where the business has in-
creased. I do not suppose we have made any difference ex-
cept in half a dozen men’s salaries on the Florida Southern
road.

Abrams: Are not a large majority of your stations simply
commission stations?

Denham: Well, I suppose maybe a half dozen are com-
mission stations; balance are pay stations.

Abrams: On your entire road?

Denham: You spoke of the ¥lorida Southern 1 suppose?

Abrams: How is it on your entire line from Gainesville
south? '

Denham: I suppose there are 600 or 700 miles of road. I
suppose on_the Florida Southern there are some five or
six commission agents; on the St. Johns and Lake Eustis we’
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have only one; on the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf we have
not a commission agent on the St. Petersburg road we prob-
ably have four commissions, the balance all pay; on the S.,
F. & W. part of the system we probably have  half adozer
commission men. :

Abrams: Have you not a great many flag stations?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: You have no agents there.

Denbam: No.

Abrams: You just receive the stuff and they take re-
eeipts for it?

Denham:  Yes, sir. We do not pretend to maintain
agents every halt mile. We pay more station service than
15 done on roads that do double the business.

Abrams: Now, at Jacksonville; do you arrange your
schedule of trains there so as to consolidate the treight?

Denham: Before the Florida Southern was a standard
gange road we consolidated there and the schedules were
based then from Gainesville to New York on 25 miles an
hour. The Florida Soutiern road is now able to make
much better time because the same stuff that used to leave
Gainesville in 1886 at 2 P. M., in 1890 and 1598 left at
abont 12:30, and last year it left at 10:30; this year we get
it at 4, 5 and 6 o’clock—trom 12 to 14 hours ahead.

Abrams: At what time does your train reach Guines—
ville?

Derliam: The schedule calls for about 11:30, but we

“ no longer follow that schedule, but run extra so as to make

all the time possible. Sometimes it is 5 o'clock in the
evening and sometimes 8 o’clock.

Abrams: How long after it reaches Gainesville does
the train north leave?

Denham: Immediately. Allthat we do is to cut the
engine out and put another engine on.

Abrams:  Does this train stop at Savannah so that you
can consolidate?

Denham: We have a conple of hours at Savannah and
we do just as much consolidation as possible.

Abrams: Youn seek to consolidate the freight?

Denham: Yes,sir. We do just as much as possible.
It ought to be done down below so that we would not have
to carry so many cars to Savannah.

Abrams: Yon take the time at Savannah?
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Denham: We have only two hours there, and we can
not consolidate 25 or 30 cars in two hours’ time.

Abrams: Well, you control the initial shipments from
Florida. Could you not fix your schedule so as to find
time at Gainesville, for instance, to consolidate?

Denham: It certainly would be to the interest of the
railroad company to do that, but not to the shipper?

Abrame: Why?

Denham: Because it would take that much more time
on the schedule.

Abrams: The shipper is supposed to ship his produce
once a day or twice a day?

Denhawn:  Yes, sir.

Abrams: Would it make any ditference to him if you
arranged it so that the train could be consolidated at
Gainesville, and it so, why would it make any difference?

Denham: Suppose a ship sails from Savannah asT A.
M. Now,in order to get that ship the next morning at 7
A. M., I have got to leave Gainesville at 5 . M.

Abrams: You arrange the leaving in accordance with
the sailing of the ship? \

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Why cen not yon vary the time along the
line?

Denham: I want to leave Gainesville at 5 P. M. At
what time must I leave Brooksville?

Abrams: Couldn’t you arrange your schedules so as to
give you time at Gainesville?

Denham: To leave Brooksville at 12 o’clock at night
wonld not be an advantage down there,

Abrams:; The growers along the lines have to make de-
livery to the train at different times?

Denham: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Some of them have to ship at midnight.

Denham: We try and run a train as conveniently as
possible for them, so that the vegetables can be picked up
in the evening which saves 12 hoars’ delay. That is what
we endeavor to do. We endeavor to accommodste the
people by getting to all the territory late in the evening.
That allows everything to be picked up. If you ranre-
garcless of that then frequently a good deal of stuff would
have to lie over 12 hours.
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Abrams: Then the schedule depends upon the sailing
of the ship?

Denham: Yes, sir. )

Abrams: And youn can not arrange the schedule to find
time for consolidating at Gainesville?

Denham: No, sir; not without delay.

duBignon: You spoke about this road having been
changed from a narrow gange to a broad gange?

Denham: Yes, sir.

duBignon: When was that done?

Denhaui:  In July, 1896,

duBignon: What was the service before that on the
narrow gauge?

Denkam: It was much slower.

duBignon: How did yon make the transfer when there
was a narrow gauge? -

Denham: The cars had to go over to the hoist and be
transferred there—change the trocks.

The Chairman: Is there anything further with this
witness?

.Ayer: Do yon know in regard to the vegetable ex-
press whether we paid 10 cents more to ship by express
sometimes? That I understand is not the regular South-
ern Express or the Adams Express.

Denham: We have no express. The only express com-
pany is the Southera Express. _

Ayer: But that vegetable express was different from
that. There were three or four kinds of express. In this
we had to pay only 10 cents higher than the regular rate.

Denham: The only thing that T know anything about .

is the Southern Express Company.

Ayer: 'What is that steamer express? What express is.
it that we pay 10 cents more on?

Denham: We have a steamer express. That is, the
express goes to thie steamers and they take it. A great
many people ship in the early season by express to the
steamers, That business is handled in express cars to Sa—
vannah and turned over to the steamship company there.
It goes via steamship from Savannah to New York. Thas
is cheaper than the all-rail express.

Ayer: Is that 10 cents more?

Denham: I do not know.

Ayer: We pay 10 cents more to ship by this express 1
speak of.
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Denham: That is probably the steamer express. There
are two expresses—the steamer express and the all-rail ex—
press. Probably you use the first. I know it is done by
a great many shippers—they ship via the Ocean Steam-
ship—express to Savannah. They do that to get the move-

‘ment by passenger trains to Savannah, and the express
company takes charge of it there and transfers it to the

ship.

Ayer: What advantage is that over the vegetable train
that you were describing at first, telling how it mude con- -
nections and how it transferred at Savannah and all at!

Denham: The only advantage is that in the early part
of the season we can not afford to run this train because
there are only a few packages toship. When the business
has increased we put the train on. In the early part of
the season the people ship via steamship and express. That
mast be what you refer to. :

Ayer: Then it goes in the regular channel after that?

Denham: When the express company takes it to Sa-
vannah they turn it over to the steamship just as though
it were to be delivered to a private party.

Ayer: I understand then that in the early part of the
season it we ship by freight we won’t make connection with
that steamship, and the only way is to pay the ten cents
moret .

Denham: We have a fast train, but it is not as fast a

train as the express people have, as they move all their

stuff by passenger trains entirely.

Ayer: 8o that later in the season there is no advantage
in shipping that way?

Denham: Some people say there is, and some of our
growers ship their entire ontput by express.

duBignon: You do not wmean that the Ocean Steam-
ghip Company runs an express company—jyou speak of the
general express ccmpany? 4

Eenhan: Yes, sir; they pay a little higher that way.

duBignon: That is carried exclusively on passenger
trains?

Denham: Exclusively—just like any other express; they
tarn it over to the Ocean Steamship Company just as they
would to anybody else.

Abrams: The express company does not cover the
Qcean Steamship Company?
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Denham: They do not run an express on the Ocean
Steamship’s Company’s steamers.

Abrams: Is it not a fact that the express company
claims to have a monopoly of the business vver the steam-
ship company? . )

Denham: It it has it is information for me.

Abrams: Then the inducement held out by "the agents
of the express company to ship by express because stuff
is not likely to be delayed is of no real value?

Denhaw: I never heard ot it. :

The Chairman: There is a good deal of this detail tha
does not give us much inforwation.

Abrams: It you are rnoning special trains to meet this
steamship connection, why is it that the express company’s
agents seek to offer the inducement that it is a certain
connection with the steamship companies?

Denham: 1 tell you, right now, you are behird the
times. That express company don’t handle the business
now. Iu the early part of the seasoun they do handle it,
but they do not now.

Abrame:  When did yon do it other than in the late
part ot the season? When did you first do it?

Denham: The first season we started this quick service
has been this.

Abrams: Did you establish this before this complaint-

was entered before this commission? :

Denham: We have been doing it right along this sea-
son.

Abrams; In what moonth did you start it?

Denham: We first started it in the month of January.
After the freeze came we cat out the service, and put it on
again about a mouth ago.

Abrams: What treeze? The February freeze?

Denham: Yes, sir; I had a special engine and crew at
Gainesville for the service.

The Chairman: You get a letter sometimes from the
postotlice with a delivery stamp on it?

Denham: Yes, sir.

The Chairman: It goes in the same mail with the other
one?

Denham: Yes, sir.

The Chairman. Bnt the special delivery stamp Lrings
it to me, while in the other case I have to get it?

Denhaw: Yes, sir,
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Baxter: We will now call Mr, Morel.

The Chairman: Ave yon going to argue this case or do
you desire to file a brief?

Mr. King: I would rather file a brief.

Mr. Howell: I suggest that we take two weeks after
the testimony is written out. :

Mr. King: That will be satisfactory.

The Chairman: Then there is nothing farther to do
with this case. We will now take up the other case con-
cerning the Florida business.

In the case entitled “In the matter of the Seaboard and
Roanoke Railroad Company and other railroad compa-
nies,comprising the Seaboard Air Line, against the Central
of Georgia Railway ompany et al.” it was agreed by
counsel to submit the same on the papers already filed,
fifteen days being allowed for the filing of a brief by the
Seaboard Air Line and fitteen days thereafter for the de—
fendants. :

In this ease the following counsel appeared:

A. C. King, for Seaboard Air Line; :

F. G. dnBignon, for Brunswick and Western and Sa-
vannah, Florida and Western Railways;

John L. Hardeman, for Georgia Southern and Florida
Railway Company; '

T. M. Cunningham, Jr., for the Central of Georgia
Railway Company.

Mvr. Phipps called up—

House Bilt No. 388:

A bill to be entitled an act for the division of DeSoto
county, and the creation of a new county from a portion of
the same.

And House Bill No. 368 was read & second time in full,

Mr. Carson moved that House Bill No. 368 remain on sec~
ond reading, and be made a special orcer for 8 o’clock Thurs-
day evening;

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bailey called up—

House Bill No. 150: '

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act eutitled an act
1o amend section 568 and 570 of the Revised Statutes of the
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State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled:soldiers
and sailors of the State of Florida, approved June 2, 1893,

And House Bill No. 150 was read a second time in foll,.
together with committee amendments.

Mr. Wadsworth moved the adoption of the committee
amendments;

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Palmer of 11th offered the followmg amendment to-
House Bill No. 150:

In line 20, section 1, strike out the figures ¥1890,” and
substitute therefor the figures and words #1880, and who has
&0 continued ever since,”

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment;.

‘Which was agreed to.

Mr. Palmer of 11th offered the following amendment w
Heuse Bill No. 150:

In line 69, section 1, strike out the word * plactlcally," and
substitute Lherefor Lhe word “totally.”

Mr. Paimer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment»

The yeas and nays were demanded.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. Palmer of 11th—1.

Nays—Mr. Presidens, Messrs. Adams,” Bailey, Barber,

Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson,.

Chipley, Clalk Crosby, Daniel, Dlmlck Dougherty, Gaillard,.
Hartridge, Hendlev, Myers, Mch Palmer of 14th, Phlpps,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams—26.
So the amendments was not agreed to.
Pending further consideration of the bill—

Mr. Adams, moved that the Senate do now take arecess-

until 4:00 t.hls afternoon;
Which was agreed to.

Thereupon the Senate stood adjoursed until 4:00 oclock, »

this afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

4:00 0’CLOCK.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
The roll being called, the following Senators answered te
their names:
18 x
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President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch of
‘mth Bhtch of ‘)lst Broome, Bynum Chipley, Clark, Crosby,
Damel Dimick, Douahertv, Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendlev
Hookex Myels, Mch Palmer of lllh Palmer of 14th,
Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Wil-
ams—a2T.

A guorum present.

By permission—

Mr. Myers introduced:

Senate Bill No. 303:

A bill to be entitled an act to provide a hospital and ambu-
Jance corps for the Florida State Troops, to create ceriain
additional staff officers, and to provide for inspection and
other duties by members of the staff;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on Militia.

By permission—

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Eu-
rolled Bills, submiited ihe following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

Hon, Ouas, J. PerrENOT,
President of the Senate:

Bie—Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Billg, to whom
was referred—

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised
Statates of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to
gell liquors, wines and beer.

Also,

An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth
and its tributaries.

Also, :

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in
Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to repori that the eame has been delivered to the
Grovernor for his approval.

Very respectfully,

J. N. Hooxeg,
Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.
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By permission—

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
‘Bills, submitted the following report:

SenaTte CHAMBER, |
Tarragasseg, FrA,, June 2, 1897,

‘Hon. CraAs. J. PerRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sir—Your Joint Committee on Knrolled Bills, to whom
“was referred—

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
of-Levy.

Also, .

An act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern-
ment for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida,
provide for its government, prescaibe its jurisdiction “and
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of said town.

Beg leave to report that the same has been delivered to the

{xovernor for his approval.
Very respectfuliy,
J. N. HookERr,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Mr. Palmer of 11th offered the following amendment to
Housze Bill No. 150:

In line 90, section 1, after the word “applicable,” add the
words “Provided, That such widow was a bona fide resident
of this State on the 1st day of January, 1880, and has so con-

‘tinued ever since.”

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment;
‘Which was agreed to.

The Senate resumed consideration of—

House Bill No. 150:

A Dbill to be entitled an aet to amend an act antitied an act
10 amend section 588 and 570 of the Revised Statutes of the
State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled soldiers
and sailors of the State of Florida, approved June 2, 1893,

Pending at adjournment,

And House Bill No. 150, as amended, was placed on calen@
dar of bills on third reading.

The following was sent to the Secretary’s desk by Mr.
Chipley, and read and ordered spread upon the Journal:
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PETITION TO THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, NOW IN
SESBION.

We, the undersigned petitioners and ex-Confederate sol-
diers and membzrs of the House of Representatives of the
State of Florida, from their several counties, bave framed a
bill for the relief of our old, poor and indigent comrades,
their widows and orphans, which bill is now betore the Senate,
aud we, as a body, ask your honorable body to deal gently
with said bill and pass it, believieg it will prove a blessing
to the worthy ones, and be a general benefit to them and their
families and descendants.

‘We believe further, that the honest tax payers of our State
will beartily indorse it. Al of which we humbly ask and
will ever pray.

[Signed] W. D. Barierring, Chairman.
‘W, 8. THAYER, Secretary.
J C Prror, Mapatee county;
J A Cox, Polk county; .
J L MoraaN, Hamilton county;
R A HarpEg, Brevard county;
B C Cnaires, Leon county;
S E Rice, Frankhn county;
J W Burxsep, Baker county;
James Rawrs, Jackson county;
Wittiam K Hyzr, Escambia county;
ALFRED AYER, Marion county;
B F WaITNER, Orange county;
O W Strerr, Volusia county;
F A HznbpLEY, Lee county;
Joan G Ernis, Santa Rosa county;.
M W Linrton, Madison county;
N E Branxron, Madison county;
MorTIMER Barrs, Gadsden county;:
T R Canty, Gadsden county;
Wa F Bynum, Clerk;
J N Prprick, Pasco county;
S M RoperrsoN, Washington county;.
Francis A Woirrr, Polk county;

] S J Bunch, Columbia county.

THoxaS SpENcgR, Calhoun county;
J L Young, Hillsborough county.
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A message was received from the Governor.
Mr. Reeves moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-
iowed to call up Senate Bill No. 121, now on its third read-

ing; .

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And,

Senate Bill No. 121:

A bill to be entitled an act to create a board of trustees for
the State Normal School for whites at DeFuniak Springs,
and to prescribe their duties and powers,

Was taken up and read the third time and put upon
its passage.

And Senate Bill No. 121 was read a third time in fuall.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Barber, Bynum, Chipley,
Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley,
Hooker, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Reeves and Wadsworth—15.

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of
21st, Broome, Carson, Crosby, Darby, McLin, Palmer of 14th,
Roberts, Thomas and Williams—13.

So Senate Bill No. 121, passed, title as stated.

The following communication from the Governor was
ordered spread upon the Journal.

S7aTE oF Froriba, Exsourive OFFIcE,
TALLAHASSEE, FLa., June 2, 1897,

Hox. CHas. J. PERRrENOT,
President of the*Senate:

Str—I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to-
day signed the following bills which originated in that body,
10-wit: )

An act to make it uolawful for live stock to run at large
in Dade eounty, Florida, and to provide for imponnding and
sale of stock running at large.

Also,

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county

of Levy. .

Also, :

An act to incorporate and establish a municipal goveromen?
for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida, pro-
vide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and powers,
.and to abolish the present corporation of said town.

Also

‘An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised

d
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Statutes of Florida, regulating ths granting of permits to
sell liquors, wines or beer.
And have filed the same with the Secretary of State.

Respectfully,
W. D. Broxuam,
Governor.

Also the following:

STaTE oF Froria, EXecUTIVE DEPARTMENT, |
TaLLaHassEE, June 2; 1897, ¢

Hon. Caas. J. PERRENOT,
President, of the Senate:

S1R—1I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to-
day signed the {ollowing bills which originated in that body
to-wit: )

An act enlarging and extending the rights, powers and
privileges of the Tropical Building and Investment Company
of Key West, Florida, and granting to it banking privileges.

Also, S

An act to amend section 1742 of the Revised Statutes
of the State of Florida, relating to the acquisition of liens
by persons in privity with the owner, and to ~amend
section 1743 of the Revised Statutes of the State of
Florida, relating to the acquisition of liens by persons not in
privity with the owner. and to gmend section 1744 of the
Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the
remedies of lienors against either real or personal property.

And bave filed the same with the Secretary of State:

Very respectfully,
W. D. Broxuau,
- Governor.

The following communication was read:
Key WesT. Fra., May 30, 1897,

To the Honorable President, and the Members of the Senate
of the State ot Florida: :

+ GENTLEMEN-—When an evil exists, which involves the
health, as well as the welfare and prosperity of the State, and: °
it is impossible to reach it in any other way, I deem it emi-
nently proper, to lay the matter before your Honorable
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Body, in order that you,in your wisdom, may devise some
means of checking and stamping out such evil,
The State of Florida from its proximity to the Bahama S s
Islands, and the Island of Cuba, where leprosy exists galore, "
is in great danger from the introduction of this most horrible
of all existing diseases. I have known of its existence in four
of our principal cities, and we have one now dying here, who
y for years has been secluded, and kept at the expense of his.
brother, who is barely able to feed and clothe his own family.
I haveat different times, in past years, called the attention
of the State Board of Health to this matter, and whilst it
realizes its responsibility and importance, it claims that it has.
had legal advice, and that under the defective laws of the
State, the State Board of Health has no jurisdiction over
leprosy, which you all know, is far more horrible than yellow
fever, cholera, small-pox, and all other known diseases, and
is at the same time, absolutely incurable.
11 I sent a bill to some of the members of the House, as well
4! as to members of your honorable body—which simply de—
1 clares leprosy to be & contagions disease, which it is, and pro-

X vides that the State Board of Health shall take charge of allt
1 cases reported 1o it, and provide for the sustenance and treat—
ment of the same. :

There 1s still time to enact this much needed legislation by
introducing such bill into both houses. The matter is before
you; I believe you will do your duty. . ’

Respectinlly yours,

| R : J. V. Harris, M. T0.

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved thatit be spr.ad upon the
Journal;

Which was agreed to.

By permission—

Mr. Dougherty introduced:

Senate Bill No. 804:

A Dill to be entitled an act to provide for the levy of a tax
of 2 mills, the proceeds thereof to be devoted to the payment L
of pensions; _ f,

‘Which was read the first cime by its title and referred to ;
the Committes on Finance and Taxation. i b

Mr. Bailey moved that the rules be waived, and he be: ol

|

allowed to call up House Bill No. 150, now on its third read- _
ing; .|
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote. S
And, . o
- House Bill No. 150: at
A Vill to bz entitled an act to amend an act entitled ar ‘
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act to amend sections 568 and 570 of the Revised Statutes

of the State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled

a?.oldlems; and sailors of the State of Florlda approved June
1893.

And House Bill No. 150, as smended, was taken up and
zead the third time in full and put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch
of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Clark,
‘Crosby, Dagiel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, ha.rtmdge,
Heundley, Hooke1 McLin Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th,
Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadswon;h and Wil-
liams——27.

Nays—None.

Bo House Bill No. 150 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.

Mr. Blitch of 20th called up—

House Bill No. 189:

A bill to be entitled an act granting to the Meadow Land
Impxovement Company, a corpor ation organized and exist—
ing under the general laws of the State of Florida, a -grant
ot‘ land and othel privileges to aid in the construction of the
said company’s canal and other works of internal improve-
ment,

And House Bill No. 189, as amended by the Senate, was
read the tbird time in full and put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st,
Bynum, Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Hooker, Mch, Palmer of llth Phlppq Reeves and Rob-~
erts—17.

Nays—DMessrs. Adams, Broome, Chipley, Dougherty,

Hendley, Palmer of 14th and Thomas—8.
So House Bill No. 189 as amended passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Perrenot was excused from voting.
Mr. Broome called uvp—
House Bill No. 64:
A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the taking ov re-
ceiving money on deposit by any bank after the insolvency

. of said bank, and providing punishment for the same,

And House Bill No. 64 was read a third tlme in fall and
put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Balley. Blitech of 20th, Blitch of 21st,
Broome, Clark, Darby, Dougherty, Hendley, Melin, Palme1
‘of l4th, Roberts Thomas and Williams—13.
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Nays—Mr. President, Messrs, Adams, Bynum, Carson,
Chipley, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Hooker, Myers, Keeves and Wadsworth—14.

So House Bill No, 64 failed to pass.

By permission—

Mr. Williams, Acting Chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance and Taxation, submitted the following report:

SENATE CBAMBER,
TALLABASSEE, FrLa,,June 2, 1897.

Hon, CHas. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sik—Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom
was referred—

House Bill No. 262:

A bill 10 be entitled an act to empower cities and towns to
assess omitted lands, and lands illegally sold for taxes.

Have carefully examined the same, and fiod that the title
is defective in that the words “A bill to be entitled,” 18
omitted, and recommend that the title be amended by the
prefixing of the words *“A bill to be entitled”” before the word
“an” in the title of the bill. ‘

And as thus amended recommend that the same do pass.

Very respectfully,
Avraor T. WiLLiaMs,
Acting Chairman Committee on Finance and Taxaiion.

And House Bill No. 262, contained in the above report,
together with the amendments offered by the committee, was
placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Bynum called up—

Senate Bill No. 131:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 1 of “an act
in relation to the prosecution by the State of viclation of
prohibition regulations,” approved April 25, 1895.

And Senate Bill No. 131 was read a third time in full and
put npon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas~—Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bliteh of 20th, Blitch
of 21st, Bynumm, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Crosby, Daniel,
Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley, Hooker,
Myers, McLin, Palmer of 14ih, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas,
Wadsworth and Williams—24.

Nays-—~None.

80 Senate Bill No. 131 passed, title as stated.

ET e
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And was ordered certified to the House of Represeatatives.

Mr. Carson called up—

Senate Joint Resolution No. 143:

Senate Joint Resolution propesing an amendment to
section one (1) of articleten (10) of the Constitution of the
State of Florida, relating to homestead exemptions.

And Senate Joint Rerolution No. 143 was read a -third
time in full and pat upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll. the vote was:

Yeas—Mr., President, Messys. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,
Bliteh of 21st, Broome, Cavson, Chipley, Clark, Crosby,
Daniel, Dougheuy, G‘rnllaxd Hmtndge, Hooker McLin,
Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts, Wads-
worth and lelmms-—- 1.

Nays—None

So Senate Joint Resolution No. 148, having received three-
fifths of the votes of all the members elpeted to the Senate,
passed, title as stated.

Mr. Wadsworth, Chairman of the Committee on 001p01a-
tions, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
Tarvaunasses, Fra., June 2, 1897.

How. Cuas. J. PErrENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir— Vour Committee on Corporations, to whom was re-
ferred—

Heuse Bill No. 4064:

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florida Her-
ald Publishing Company.

Have had the same under consideration, and recommend
that the same do pass.

‘Very respectfully,
B. D. WADSWoORTH,

Chairman Cormmittee on Corporations.

And House Bill No. 4061, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bilis on second reading.

Mr: Blitch of 21st called up Senate Bill No. 298, and
moved that he be allowed to substitute therefor Iouse Bill
No. 4064, and that he be allowed to withdraw Senata Bilt
No. 298;

Whl(,h was agreed to.

And Senate Bill No. 298 was withdrawn.
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Mr. Bliteh of 21st called up—

House Bill No. 4064:

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florida
Hervald Publishing Company.

Mr. Bliteh of 21st moved that the rules be waived, and
House Bill No. 4064 be read second time by its title;

Which was ameed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 4064 was read second time by its mtle

Mr. Biliteh of 21st moved. that the rules be waived, and
House Bill No. 406 be read a third time and put upon its
passage; '

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

Ana House Bill No. 406} was read a third tlme in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vole was:

Yeas—Mr. Premdent Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Bliteh of
20th, Blitch of 21st;, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Clark,
Crosby, Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Hartridge, Hendiey, McLin,
Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts, Thomss,
Wadsworth and Williams-—24,

Nays—None.

So House Bill No. 4061 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-
tives,

Mzr. Chiplev called up—

House Bill No. 172:

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor,
Comptroller and Treasurer to deposit the pubhc moneys im
such banks ag shall furnish collaterals, providing for the sale
of such collaterals, and prohibiting the Treasurer from de—
positing any woneys in any bank without the consent ot the
Governor and Comptroller. ,

And House Bill No. 172 was read a seeond time in full
together with amendments offered by the Committee on
Finance and Taxation.

Mzr. Chipley moved that the Senate non-concur in the ¢or-
mittee amendments;

‘Which was ag)eed to,

Mr. D ugherty moved that the rules be waived, and House
Bill No. 172 be read a third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed o by a two-thirds vote.

Aud House Bill No. 172 was read a third time in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. Premdent Messra. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of
93h, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hari-
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ridge, Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 11th. Palmer of 14th,
Phipps, Roberts, Thomas and Williams—24.

Nays—Mr. Darby—1.

So House Bill No. 172 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-
tives.

Mzr. Clark called up—

House Bill No. 389:

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the boundary be-

tween the counties of Calhoun and Washington, in the Btate
of Florida.

Mr. Clark moved that the rales be waived, and House Bill
No. 389 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 389 was read second time by its title.

Mr. Clark moyed that the rules be waived, and House Bill
No. 3389 be read a third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 389 was read a third time in full,

Upon call of the roll, the vote was;

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Bliteh of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Bynum Carson, Ctipley, Clalk Crosby,
Damel Darby, Dmnck Gaillard, Ha1 tridge, Hookel McLin,
Palmer of 1ith Palmer of 14(3!) Phlpps Roberts, "Thomas
and Williams—23.

Nays—None.

So House Bill No. 389 passed, title as stated.

Ana was ordered Cell,lﬁtd to the House of Represenata—~.

tives.

Mr. Crosby called up—

House Bill No. 201:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend sectirn 5, chapter
4193, Laws of Florida, being aa aci fixing the sq.l‘ny and
mneaae of the county school boards.

Avd House Bill No. 201 was read second time in full.

Mr. Carson moved that the rules be waived, and that
$Touse Bill No. 201 be read a third time and put upon ils pas-
sage; 1
Which was agreed tn by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 201 was read the third time in full.

Upon call of the voll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. I’lesuienr Messrs, Bailey, Barber, Bliteh of
20th, Bliteh of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Cmson Chipiey,
Glosby, Darby, Dnmck Douovhelt,v Gaillard, Haltudue,

Sy
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Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 1Ith, Palmer of 14th, Phipps,
Roberts and Thomas——?‘)

Nays—Mr. Williams—1.

So House Bill No. 201 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Rep\esentarr
tives.

Mr. Crosby withdrew Senate Bill No. 226:

Myr. Dimick moved that the Senate do now take a recess
until &40 p. m;

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned uatil 8:00 o clock
this evening.

—

NIGHT SESSION,.
8:00 0'CLOCK,

The Senate met parsuant to adjournment.

The President in the chair.

Upon call of the roll, the following Senators answered to
their names:

Mr, President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
Croeby, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Myere, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts,
Wadsworth and Williams—23.

A quorum present.

Mr. Daniel was excused for the evening.

Mr. Hooker was excased for the evening on account of
sickness,

By permission—

Mr. Gaillard introduced:

Senate Bill No. 305:

A bill to be entitled an act fixing the per diem to be paid to
the expert employed by the special committee to examine the
State Treasurer’s office;

Wh\ch was read the first time by its title.

(Gaillard moved that the rules’ be waived, and that.‘

Senate Bill No. 305 be read second time by its utle,
‘Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And Senate Bill No. 305 was read second time by its title.
Mr. Gaillard moved that the rules be waived, and Senate
Bill No. 305 be read » third time and put on its passage;
‘Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
Aud Senate Bill No. 805 was read the third time in fall.
Upon calt of the roll, the vote was.
Yeas—Mr. Pr esxdent Messrs, Adams, Bailey, Barber,

i
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Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Bynum. Carson, Chipley,’
©rosby, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge,
MecLin, Patlmer of 12th, Phipps, Koberts and Wadsworth—20.

Nays—Messrs. Broome, and Williams—2.

B0 Senate Bill No. 305 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to 1he House of Representatives.

Mr- Carson ofterel the following resolution:

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 23:

Whereas, Continual navigation of the lakes, canals and
rivers between the town of Kissimmee, in Oscenla county,
and Lake Okeechobee is extremely desirable;

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, That the
trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund are hereby au-
thorized to investigate the possibility of such lakes, canals
and rivers performeng the double service of drainage and
navigation, and to ascertain the best and most ecounomical
method of accomplishing such objects.

Mr. Carson moved that the rules he waived, and that the
resolution be read the read the second time;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 23 was vead the
second time. '

Mzr. Carson moved the adoption of the resolution;

Which was agreed to.

Hoase Bill No. 12: :

A bill to be entitled an act to give unto the Florida Cen-
tral and Peninsalar Railroad Company the power of eminent
domain and the right to condemn property between Plant
Qity, in Hillsorough county, Florida, and the city of Tampa,
and the waters of Hillsborough river and Hilisborough bay,
in said county and BState.

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put
apon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Broowe, Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
Darby, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer
of 11th, Phipps, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Wil-
liams—20.

Nays—Mr. Croshy—1.

So House Bill Ne. 12 passed, title as stated.
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By permission—
Mr. Wardsworth, Chairman of the Committee on Militia,
submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
Tarranasseg, Fra,, June 2, 1897:

Hon. Cuas. J. PerrENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sin—Your Committee on Militia, to whom was referred—

Senate Bill No. 303:

A bill to be entitled an act to provide a hospital and am-
bulance corps for the Florida State troops, to create certain
additional staff’ officers, and to provide for mspecmon and
other duty by members of the staff.

Beg leave to report that they have examined the same, and
recommend that it do pass.

Very respectfully,
B. D. WabpsworTH,
Chairman Committee on Militia.

And Senate Bill No. 303, contained in the above report, was
placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. McLin moved that he be allowed to substitute FHouse
Bill No. 305 for Senate Bill No. 231 on the calendar

‘Which was agreed to.

And,

House Bill No. 305:

A Dill to be entitled act to amend section 1, article 2; sec—
tions 1 and 2, article 3; sections 2 and 3, arvicle 8, and
section 1, article 9, of chapter 4297 of the Laws of Florida,
apploved May 30,1893, being an act to incorporate the city

of Bartow and to abolish the present incorporation of said _

city,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its passage.

TUpon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. Ples1dent. Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,

Blitch of 21st, Broome. Chipley, Crosby, Darby, Dimick,
Dougherty, (:ralllaxd Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th,
Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and Williams—18.
Nays—None.
So House Bill No. 305 passed, title as stated.

ik
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By permission—
Mr. Myers, Chairman of the Committee on Judiciary, sub-
nitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FrA., June 2, 1897,

How. Cmas. J. Perrenor,

President of the Senate:

SiR—Your Committee on Judiciary, to whom was re—
ferred—

House Bill No. 341:

A Dbill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel Rey-
nolds, a fish comwmissioner of the State of Florida.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully considered the
same, and herewith return it without recommendation.

Very respectfully,
Frep T. MyERs,
Chairman Judiciary Committee,

And House Bill No. 341, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

House Bill No, 301:

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Alafia, Ma.n-—
atee and Gulf Coast Railroad Company,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put
\lpOl] its passage. '

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr Pr esu]em Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome,
Carson, Chipley, Darby. Dimick, Gaillar‘d, Hartridge, Myers,.
McLin, Palmer of 1ith, Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and
Williams—11.

Nays--None.

So House Bill No. 301 passed, title as stated.

Mr. Myers moved that he be allowed to substitute House
Bill No. 341 for Senate Bill No. 244 on the calendar;

‘Which was agreed to.

Mr. Darby withdrew Senate Bill No. 244.

House Bill No. 341:

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel
J. Reynolds, a fish commissioner of the State of KFlorida.

Was taken up.

Mr. Darby moved that the rules be waived; and House
Bill No. 341 be read secound time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
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title.

Mr, Darby moved that the rules be waived z2nd House Bill

No. 341 beread a third time and put upon its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
Anud House Bill No. 341 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of”

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Crosby,
Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers,
McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and
Williams—21{. ,

Nays—None. .

So Honse Bill No. 341 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa—
tives. ' -

House Bill No. 321:

A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 10 of an act
entitled an act to keep in vepair all public roads and bridges
and to open new roads in the county of Orange, State of
Florida, approved June 5, 1891,s0 as to authorize said county
to levy a special tax for road improvement,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its pas:zage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitelh of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Darby,
Dimick, Dougberty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin,

Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts,.

Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams-—24.

Nays—None,

So House Bill No, 321 passed, tille as stated.

- Senate Memorial No. 257: :

A memorial to the Congress of the United States asking
an appropriation for opening Jupiter Inlet,

‘Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon.
its passage. : ‘ :

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of
20th, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Darby, Dimick,
Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer of
14th, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Wadsworth and Williams—21..

Nays—Mr. Bliteh of 21st—1.

So Senate Memorial No. 257 passed, title as stated.

Mr. Dougherty moved that the rules be waived, and he
be allowed to call np Senate Bill No. 279;

79 x

And House Bill No. 341 was read the second time by its-
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“Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

Mr. Dougherty called up—

‘Senate Bill No. 279:

A bill to be entitled an act to appropriate fifteen hundred
dollars for the evection of a monument to the Confederate
soldiers on the battlefield of Olustee, in this State. '

Mr. Dougherty moved thau the rules be waived, and Senate
Bill No. 279 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And Senate Bill 279 was read second time by its title.

Mr. Dongherty moved that the rules be waived, and Senate
Bill No. 279 be 1ead a third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-~thirds vote.

And Senate Bill No. 279 was read a third time in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr, Prcsident, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of
21st, Broome, Carson, Clipley, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty,
Gaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts,
Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams—19.

Nays—Mr. Blitch of 20th—1.

So Senate Bill No. 279 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa~
tives.

Senate Bill No. 233:

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the county commis-
sioners of Polk county to call an election to vote a special
road tax for roads in the several road districts of said county,
gnd providing how the revenue shall be expended,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was: ‘

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Adame, Bailey, Blitch of
30tb, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Daiby,
Dougherty, Gaillard, Hariridge, Myers, McLin, Phipps,
Reeves, Robe: s, Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams—20,

Nays—None.

So Senate Bill No. 238 passed, title as stated.

Senate Bill No. 232:

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hills-
Jborough river in Volusia county to Indian river north,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr., President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Clark, Dim-
ick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer
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of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Recves, Roberts, Thomas,
Wadsworth and Williams—23,

Nays—None,

So Senate Bill No. 232 passed, title as stated.

Mr. Palmer.of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and
he be allowed to call up House Bill No. 179, now on its
second reading;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And,

House Bill No.-179:

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of creditors of
insolvent traders.

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and
House Bill No. 179 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 179 was read the second time by its
title.

Myr. Palmer of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and
House Bill No. 179 be read a third time and put upon its
passage;

Which was agreed to by a two—thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 179 was read a third time in full.

Pending which—

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that House Bill No. 179 be made
& sprcial order for 10:30 o’clock to-morrow;

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Blitch of 20th moved that he be allowed to substitute
House Bill No. 218 for Senate bill No. 200 on the calendar;

Which was agreed to.

House Bill No. 218:

A bill to be entitled an act to empower companies whose
capital shall not exeeed $10,000 to incorporate at small ex-
pense, » ‘

Was taken up.

Mr. Bliteh of 20th moved that the rules be waived, and House
Bili No. 218 be read the second time by its title;

Which wag agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 218 was read second time by its title.

Mr. Blitch of 20th moved that the rules be waived, and
House Bill No. 218 be read a third time and put upon its
passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote. .

And House Bill No. 218 was read a third time in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st,
Broome, Darby, Palmer of 14th and Thomas—7,

Nays—Mr. President, Dessrs. Pynum, Carson, Chipley,
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Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin,
Palmer ot 11th, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, and Williams—15.

So House Bill No. 218 failed to pass,

Mr. Palmer of 11th asked permission t» withdraw Senate
Bill No. 120; :

Which was granted.

And Senate Bill No. 120 was withdrawn.

House Bill No. 8s:

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John W,
Dyches, ex treasurer of Lake county, :

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
upon its passage: '

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 21st, Broome,
Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gail-
lard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer of 14th, Phipps,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Williams—20.

Nays—None,

So House Bill No. 88 passed, title as stated.

My, Palwer of 11th was excused from voting.

Mr. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and he be
allowed to call up House Joint Resolution No, 71, now on its
second reading; :

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And,

House Joint Resolution No, 71:

Relative to an additional appropriation for the improve-
ment of the Apalachicola river and the lower Chipola river,

Was taken up.

Mr. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and that House
Joint Resolution No. 71 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Joint Resolution No. 71 was read the second
time by its title.

Mr. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and House
Joint Resolution No. T1 be read a third time and put upon
its passage;

Which was agreeed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Joint Resolution No. 71 was read a third time
in full.

Upon call of 1he roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,
Blitch of 2ist, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Clark,
Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers,
MecLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Reeves,
Roberts, Thomas and Williams-—23.

Nays—Noze.
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So House Joint Resolution No. 71 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa~.

tives.

Mr. Darby moved that he be zllowed to substitute House
Bill No. 246 for Senate Bill No. 139 on the calendar;

Which was agreed to.

House Bill No. 246:

A bill to be entitled an act to enable cities and towns to
manufacture and distribute gas and electricity, and to con—
struct, purchase, lease or establish and maintain within its
limits one or more plants for the manafaciure or distribution
of gas or electricity for furnishing light for wmunicipal use,
and for the use of such of its inhabitants as may require and
pay for the same as herein provided,

Was taken up.

Mr, Barber moved that the rules be waived, and House
Bill No. 246 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 246 was read second time by its title.

Mvr. Darby moved thas the rules be waived, and House Bill
No. 246 be read a third time and put upon iis passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And Heuse Bill No. 246 was read a third mme in full.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Messrs. Adams , Bailey, Blitch of 20th, Blitch olest,‘

Broome, Bynum, Ca.rson, Chipley, Clark, Darby, Dimick,
Gaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Williams—20.

Nays—Mr. Dougherty—1.

So Senate Bill No. 246 passed, title as stated.

And ‘was ordered certified to the House of Representatives,

Mr. Darby was allowed to withdraw Senate Bill No. 139.

Mr. Thomas, moved that the rules be waived, and
he be allowed to call up House Bill No. 147, now on its
second reading;

Which was agreed to by a two—thirds vote.

And,

House Bill No. 14T:

A bill to be entiuled act for the relief of James M. Driver
and Wm. H. Bigham,

Was taken up.

Mr. Thomas moved that the rules be waived, and Ilouse
Bill No. 147 be read a second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 147 was read a second time by its
title.




e —““"" -«-mﬂ-, ﬂ

1254

Mr. Thomas moved that the rules be waived, and House
Bill No. 147 be read a third time and put npon its passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And House Bill No. 147 was 1ead a third time in fall,

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mr, P1e31dent Messrs, Adame, Bailey, Bliteh of
20th, Blitch of 21st, Bloome, Bynum, Chipley, Dalby,
Dougheltv, Gaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th,

Palmer of 14th, thps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Wil

liams—20.

Nays— Messrs. Carson and Clark—2.

So House Bill No. 147 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-
tives.

Mr, Clark asked permission to withdraw Senate Bill No.
289;

Which was granted.

And Senate Bill No. 289 was withdrawn.

Myr. Gaillard moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-
lowed to call up Senate Biil No. 165 now on its third reading;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

And,

Senate Bill No. 145

A Dill to be entitled an act to amend section 2183, Revised
Statutes of the State of Floridu; regulation of banklna busi-
ness,

Was read the third time in fall.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:

Yeas—Mu. PleSldPnb Messrs. Adams, Bhtch of 20th,
Bynum, Chipley, Ciatk, Darby, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hart—
ridge, MecLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps,
Reeves, Roberts and Thomas—17.

Nays—DMessrs. Bailey, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson and
Williams—5.

So Senate Bill No. 163 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.

Mr. Bynum moved that the Senate do now adjourn;

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned until 10 o’clock
to-morrow morning.
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