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Mr. Bynum made a similar request in reference to the
-i (l~death of Hon. R. A. Reid.

The motion of Mr. Chipley was agreed to, and the Chair
i*~ ~ appointed as such committee Messrs. Bynum and Hartridge.

'MAr. Chipley moved, as a token of respect to the memory of
the deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn until to-morrow
morning at 10 o'clock;

Which was agreed to.
Thereulpon the Senate stood adjourned until 10 o'clock to-

morrow monima.

Confirmations.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

LEON COUNTY.

District No. 1-Flavius T. Christie.
District No. 2-John Bradford.
District No. 3-Miles Johnson.
District No. 4-Hugh T. Black.
District No. a5-Julius S. Diamond.

MADISON COUNTY.

District No. 1-WT. H. Dial, Jr.
District No. 2-T. J. Blalock.
Distriot No. 3-LJ. .T. Polter.
District No. 4-N. W. lMcDonald.

Johnl Mooney, Jobn A. Merritt, E. I-I. PLtnam, to be Pilot
Commissioners fuor the Port of Pensacola, Florida.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 1897.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
The roil being called, the following Senators answered to

their names:
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Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Barber, Blitch of 20th,
Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Clark, Crosby, Daniel,
]Darby, Dimick. Gaillard, Hartridge, IHIendley, Hooker,
Mvers, McLin. Palmer of i1th, Palmer of l4th, Phipps,
Reeves, Rloberts, Thomas and clWadsworth-25.

A quorum present.
Prayer by the Chaplain.
On motion the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was corrected and approved.

Mr. Phipps offered the following resolution:
Senate Resolution No. 43:
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate be al-

lowed the sum of twenty-five (25) dollars extra for clerk hire
in the preparation of his pay rolls, etc., for this session of
the Senate. 

Mr. Phipps moved the adoption of the resolution.
Mr. Blitch of 20th moved to lay the resolution on the

table;
Which was agreed to.
A message was received from the HIouse of Representa-

tives.

Introduction of Bills.

By Mr. Hartridge:
Senate Bill No. 302:
A bill to be entitled an act requilring a special licens tax

to be paid by express companies doirng business in this S t ate:
Which was read the first time bv its title.
Mr. Hariridge moved that the rules be waived, and Senate

Bill No. 302 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thi)dcls vote.
And Senate Bill No. 302 was read second time by title.
Mr. Hartridge moved that the ru'es be waived, and Senate

Bill No. 302 be read a third time and pult upon its passage;
Which wvas agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And Senate Bill-No. 302 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Blit ch of 20th, Blitch

of 21st, Bvnum, Chipley, Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Hart-
ridge, Hendley, Hoolier, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps,
Roberts, Waclsworth and Williams-19.

Nays-None.
So Senate Bill No- 302 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House ot'f Representatives.
Mr. Adams moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-
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lowed to call up Senate Bill No.'260, now on its third read-
ing;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And,
Senate Bill No. 260:
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and empower the

towns of this State to levy a tax not exceeding three mills
/ 11i~ . upon the assessed valuation of the real and personal propertyi'i 'r~ of suech town for the purpose of working the streets thereof,

or to worlk their streets under provisions of the general law
of this State.

it: 1~V~~Was taken up and read the third time in fall, and put
~j f '~ luponI its passage.

'.1~ ~~ * lUpon call ot thie roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Barber, Blitch of

20oth, Blitch of l21st, Bynum, Chipley. Crosby, Daniel, Dimnicli,
Gaillard, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts Thomas, Wads-
worth antd Williams-17?.

Navs-iMessrs. HIooker, Ml in and Palmer of 11th -3.
;j:~~~ ~ So Senate Bill No ;CX paIssed, title as stated.V:~ MS~ir. Myelrs wvas esedas al [rum voting.

11r. Blitch of 20th otUeled the following resolution:
II~ : ~~Resolved, That the roll of Senators be called once, and that
~i -i;~ each Senator as his name is called shall be allowed to take up
}.i~ .~ally bill on second or third realing.
!ii ~~AlMr. Blitch of 20th m1oved the adoption of the resolution;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Carson moved that the rules be waived, and that mes-

sages from the House of Representatives be taken up;
VWhich was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

Mr. Blitch of 21st moved that the messages from the
Honse ot Replesentatives be spread upon the Journal without

L-~ rieadingcl , and that the bills therein be read the first time by
title and refirel;

TWhich was agreed to.

Messages from the House.

The following message from the House of Representatives
was read:

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

RON. CHAM. J. PEREtNOT,
President ol Senate:

S.m-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives hasI
passed-

House Bill No. 231:
A bill to be entitled an act relating to proceedings drawing

in question the validity of elections under the prohibition
laws and to prescribe the time in which such elections may be
questioned.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto. 

Very respectfully, 
WA. FORSYTrr BYsUm, 

Chief Clerk House of Representatives. 
And House Bill No. 231; contained in the above message,. J

was read the first time and referred to the Committeeon
Privileges and Elections.

Also the following:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1 i

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Junle 2, 1S97.)

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Seuate:

SIRn-I am directed by the EHIose of Repiesentatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-

House Bill No. 406o
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florida

HIerald PLublislhing Colm panuy.
Andl respectiuily recquest the concurrence of the Senate

thereto.

Very respectfully,

Wmx. FORSYTff BYNum,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 406cA, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Corporations.

Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs,
TALLAHASSEE, FL&., June 2, 1897. 

HioN. CHIAS. . PERBREOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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inform the Senate that the I-House of Reprtesentatives has
passed-

I-ouse Bill No. 262:
A bill to be entitled an act to empower cities and towns to

assess omitted lands and lands illegally sold for taxes.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate

thereto.
Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUI,

Chief Clerk House of Replresentatives.
And House Bill No. 262, contained in the above message,

was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance and Taxation.

4lso the following:
HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, t

TALLAHASSEE 1 FLA., June 2, 1897. 

;NS. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIa.-I amr directedl by the ounse of Replreselltatives to
inforl the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passecd-

House Bill No. 385:
A bill to be entitled an act making it the duty of the Sec-

retary of State to take charge of and hare full coutrol of all
books in the State library, and empowering him to build
shelves for same.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH ByNUm,

Chief Clerk House of Relpresentatives.

And House Bill No. 385, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on State Affairs.

Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June a, 1897. j

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIT-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-

House Bill No. 364:
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal chapter 4426 of the

Laws of Florida, entitled an act to authorize railroad and ca-
nal companies to condemn land and water rights for terminal
facilities.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,

WMr. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 364, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Conm-
mittee on .!Ludiciary.

Also the following: 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVAES. t p

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1S97.

HON. CHAS. J. PEnnRRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIm-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of RPepresentatives has
passed- K

House Bill No. 341:
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel J.

Revnolds, a fish commissioner of the State of Florida.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate

thereto.
Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUum,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 341, contained in the above message, A
was read the first time by its title and refer-ed to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary.

Also the following: 
HousE OF REPREBEsNTATIVES, 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 189T. >

HON. CHAS. J. PEBRENOT.

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-



1120

form the Senate that the House of Replresentatives has
passed-

House Bill No. 240:
A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the adulteration of

candy.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate

thereto.

Very respectfully.

WM. FORSYTI BYNUM,.

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 240, contained in the above message, was
read the first time bvits title.

MIr. McLin moved that the rules be waived, and House Bill
No. 240 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 240 was read second time by its title.
Mr. McLin moved that the rules be waived, and that

House Bill No. 240 be read the third time and put upon its
passage;

Which was aglreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 240 was read a third time infull.
Upon call ot' the roll, the vote was:
Yeas--Mr. Presidenlt, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of 20th,

Blitch of 21st, Chipley, Clarl, Crosby, Dimiclk, Gaillard,
Rendley, Hooler, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts,
Thomas, Waisworth andcl Willlams-19.

Jays-None.
So i-ounsa Bill No. 210 passed, title as stated.
MIr. iMeLin withdrew Senate Bill No. 145.
Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,,
rALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 189?. f

HON. CHAS. J. PERP.RENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR--I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
orm the Senate that the House of Representatives has

passed-
House Bill No. 282:
A bill to be entitled an act to give jurisdiction to county

judges in all misdemeanors punishable byfine and imprison-
ment in the county jail in counties where there is no county
court or criminal court.
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And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Wm. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Ciief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No 282, contained in the above message,
was read the first time by its title and referred to the Com-
mittee on Judiciary.

Also the following:
HousE OF REPPRESENTATIVES. 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HoN. CHAS J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

Sia-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the I-louse of Representatives has
iassed-

House Bill No. 300:
A bill to be entitled an act declaring the town of. East

Tampa. in the county of lIillsbol ough, and State of Florida,
to be a legally incorporated town. 

Andl respectfully request the concurlrence of the Senate
thereto.

VTery respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

Anld House Bill Yo. 300, contained in the above message,was
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on City and County Organization.

Also the followving:

HOUSE Or REPRESENTATIVES, l
aALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
form the Senate that the' house of Representatives has
passed-

House Bill No. 274:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 2396 of the

Revised Statutes of Florida, relating to the crime of, rape,
71 X
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and to provide a penealty for assault with intent to commit.
rape.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House ot Representatives.

And House Bill No. 274,contained in the above message, was,
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee-
on Judiciary.

j *^Also the following:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PEBRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
form the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-H- : 'House Bill No. 256:f **~~ ,' * A bill to be entitled an act to amrend paragraphs I and 2 of
section 1458, Revised Statutes, relating to supersedeas upon
appeals in equity causes.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respectfully,
Si^H''~ .*~ .*~ :WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 256, contained in the above message, was
read the first time by its title and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary.

Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. f

HON. CiAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

7^':.~~- ; _.^~ SIR-I am directed by the House of Represeotati-res to in-
from the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-

House Bill No. 255:
A I ill to be entitled an act to amend paragraph 2 of sec-
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tion 1272, Revised Statutes of Florida, relating to supersR-
deas upon writs of error.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the EneftL
thereto.

Very respectfully,

Wmt FORSYTH BYNUI,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives

And House Bill No. 255, contained injthe above message,-fwt

read the first time by its title and referred to the. ComImi-Wtt
on Judiciary.

Also the following:

HoUSE o' REPRESENTATIVES 4
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 18m. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to in-

form the Senate that the House of Representatives bas

passed-
House Bill No. 1719:
A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of credirtoms i

insolvent traders.
And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate

thereto.
Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives

And House Bill No. 179, contained in the above message,

was read the first time by its title and referred to the Con-
mittee on Claims.

Passed to second reading.
Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, [
TALLAASSEEs, FLA, June 2, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to

inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has

passed-
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House Bill No. 3'175:
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act to authorize

and regulate the selling of pools in this State, being chapter
4023 of the Laws of Florida.

And respectfully request the concurrence of the Senate
thereto.

Very respretfully,

WMa. FORSYT[- ByNU2I,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And House Bill No. 375, contained in the above message, was
read the first time by its title and relerred to the Cornm-
mittee on Judiciary.

Also the following:

HIO USE OF REPRESENTATIVES,1
TALLAHASSEE, FL'., June 2, lS97. 

HoN. CHAS. J. PERRVENOT,

President 8f the Senate:

Sil-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of I-Representatives has
passed-

Senate Bill No. 90:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend chapter 4226, Laws

of Florida, approved May 30, 1893, entitled an act to amend
section i366 of the Revised Statutes of the State of Florida,
in regard to the terms of the circuit court of the First Judi-
cial Circuit of Florida.

Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 90, contained in above message,
vwas referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, t
TALLAHASSEE, ELA, June 9, 1897.)

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has

passed-
Senate Bill No. 18:
A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit arrangements, eon-

tracts, agreements, trusts or combinations, and certain other

octs or things intended or tending to prevent, hinder or ob-

struct the lawful sale of Florida beef or other beef or fresh

meat or cattle or other edible animal in this State, or tending

to monopolize or control the sale or price thereof.

Very respectfully,
WiM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

N -Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 18, contained in the above message,

was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:
HOUSE OF REPRESENrATIVES, 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SiR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to

inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has

passed-
Senate Bill No. 276:

4 A bill to be entitled an act to require the official phosphate

samplers of each port of this State from which phosphates

are shipped to inspect each and every car of phosphate arriv-

ilg at such port Ibr shipment, and to issue certificate for the

same, and to provide for his cor pensation therefor.
Very respectfully,

WiM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 276, contained in the above message,

was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:
HOUSE OF REpRESENTATIVES, 1

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1S97. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
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iorm the Senate that the House of Representatives has
- •P~~assed-

Senate Bill No. 265:
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county of Du-

.al to issue bonds for the purpose of purchasing school sites
and constivucting, repairing and furnishing buildings for the
ise of public schools in said county.

Very respectfully,
Wam. FORSYTa BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate BillNo. 265,containedin the abovemessage,was
referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

l.Io. RCAS. J. PERLIENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sag:-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
jiuroi' the Senate that the House of Representatives has
lasted-

Senate Bill No. 206:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 31 of chapter

-49G of the Laws of Florida, entitled an act to amend the city
-harter of the city of Tampa.

Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,
Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 206, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

AIso the following:

HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, .
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897 .

'OES. CHAS. J. PERuzENOT
President of the Senate:

Sm--1 am directed by the House of Representatives to in-
ftrhn the Senate that the House of Representatives has

Senate Bill No. 72:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 2347 of the
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Revised Stal Utes of the State of Florida, relating to the dis-
position of the proceeds of life insurance.

-. i9~~~ ' ~Very respectfully,
WM. FOBSYTH BYNUI,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 72a, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TAXLLAHASSEE, FL&., June 2, 1891. 

'HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:
Srr-1 am directed by the House of Reuresentatives to in-

form the Senate that the House of BRepresentatives has
passecl-

Senate Bill No. 162:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 939 of the Re-

vised Statutes of Florida, relating to the examination of
licensing of pilots by pilot commissioners.

Very respectfully,
WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.
And Senate Bill No. 162, contained in the above message,

was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.
Also the following:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT.

President of the Senate:

: SIB-I am directed by the House of Representatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-

Senate Bill No. 61:
A bill to be entitled an act to create a corporation to be

named the Key West Insurance Company, and to conter cer-
tain privileges thereon.

iIn ~ Very respectfully,

War. FORSYTH BYNuIM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

If
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AndSenateBill No. 61, contained in the abovemessage,.
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.i: t ~ ~Also the following:

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HON. C. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR.-I am directed by the House of Ptepresentatives to
inform the Senate that the House of Replesentatives has
passed-

Senate Bill No. 920:
A bill to be entiltled an act to legalize the incorporation of

the city of Miami, in the county of Dade, and to declare the
'I ~~ ~ incorporation of said city to be valid and of full force and

effect.

Very respectfully,

WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 220, contained in the above message,
~-I~ ~ was referred to the CplmiLtee on Enrolled Bills.

Also the following:

OUlSE OF REPRMSENTATIYES, 

TALLAI1ASSEE, FL&., June 2, 1897.5

HIIoN. CHAS. J. PERI1ENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIn-I a m directed by the EHouse of R-presentatives to in-
forrm the Senate that the House of Representatives has
passed-

Senate Bill No. 178:
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Ollando

to confer the offices of clerk, assessor and treasurer, or ally
two of such offices, upon one person.

Very respectfully,

~~~~~~~~~L WM. FOaSYTa BYNUM,

Chief Clerk House of Representatives.

And Senate Bill No. 178, contained in the above message,
was referred to the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

L I n eaeBl o ?,cnandi h bv este
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Reports of Committees.

Mr. Hartridae. Chairman of the Committee on Constitu-
tional Amendments, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.., June 2, 1S897. 

HON. CHIAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR--YOUr Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to
whom was, retelrred-

House Joint Resolution No. 43:
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution.
Also,
Senate Joint Resolution No. 114:
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State

of Florida.
Also,
Senate Joint lesolution No. 292:
Proposing an ameudment to the Constitution.
Have had the same under consideration, and recommend

that the same do not pass.

VTery respectfully,

JOHN E. IIARTRIDGE,

Chaiiman CommiiLtee on Constitutional Amendmenits.

And House Joint Resolution No. 43, and Senate Joint
Resolutions Nos. 114 and 292, contained in the above report,
were placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

MIr. Williams. Acting Chairman of the Committee on
Finance and Tlaxation, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBERS,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1891.7

HoN. CHAS. J. PEERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sir-Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom'
was referred-

House Bill No. 172:
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Gcvernor,
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Comptroller and Treasurer to deposit the public moneys in
such banks as shall furnish collaterals, providing for the sale

- * ~- -~~of such collaterals and prohibiting the Treasurer from depos-
;i ~ iting any moneys in any bank without the consent of the

Governor and Comptroller.
Have carefully examined the bill, and recommend that it

_ rbe amended as follows:
In line 4, section 2, after the word "county," strike out

the words "and municipal." In lines 4 and 5, section 2, after
the word "counties," strike out the words "or cities."

, : . ~And as thus amended recommend that-the same do pass.

*'' Very respectfully,

ARTHURB T. WILLIAMS,
'- ;*~ ~ Acting Chairman Committee on Finance and Taxation.

And House Bill No. 1l2, contained in the above report,
2 i ~together with the amendments offered by the committee,

was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading

Mr. Hartridge, Chairman of the Committee on Constitu-
tional Amendments, submitted the following report: 

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

|t~~~~~ * ~President of the Senate:

*fcR .- SIn-Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to1 2, whom was referred-
|m- ~~ ; ~ House Joint Resolution No. 36:

Proposing an amendment to section 13, article 16, of the
B_:ts--= ~ Constitution of the State of Florida, relating to the making

of official bonds.
Beg leave to report that they have had the same under

careful consideration, and report the same without recommen-
dation.

Very respectfully,
JOHN E. HAETRIDGE,

|1-S Chairman Committee on Constitutional Amendments.
I -And House Joint Resolution No. 36, contained in the

:^ 1,^-^ > ~above report, was placed on the calendar of bills on second
reading.

SF|^~~ ~ Mr. Adams, Chairman of the Special Joint Committee ap-
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pointed to examine the books and recolrds of the Department
of the Commissioner of Agriculture, submitted the follow-
ing report:

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Jane 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PEBRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SiRn-YTour committee appointed to examine the books and
records of the Commissioner of Agriculture, have made a
careful and tborough examination of the same, and submit for
the years 1895 and 1896 the following report:

Havingf taken the report of the Commissioner of Azricul-
ture made to the Governor of this State on January 1, 1897,

:SWAMP LANDS.

Upon examination of patents now on file in the office of
the Commissioner of Agriculture, we find since the 1st day of
January, 1895, there has been patented to the State of Florida
137,068 294100 acres. These lands being lands granted to
the State of Florida under act of Congress of September 28,
1850, came by law into the custody of the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund and have, in a great measure, been
disposed of by the Board of Trustees in the fulfillment of con-
tracts previously made by them, in conformity with the acts
of the Legislature with the several impuovement companies
of the State:

The followingtable will show the exact location of each
particular parcel of said land by township and range.

| GAINESVILLE.
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Feb. 1, 1895 ........ 103 6s 22e 40.62 .......
103 30s 29e 40.05 80.67

Feb. 12, 1895..... 104 32s 39e 9.00 9.00
Feb. 15, 1895..... 105 In 28e 4,320.00 4,320.00
Feb. 20, 1895..... 106 67n 25e 263.17 .....

68n 25e 44.82 ......
66n 26e 729.51 .......
67n 26e 2,913.29 ........
66n 27e 3,213.22 ........
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Feb. 20, 895........ 106 67n 27e 4,170.21 ..

66n 28e 4,501.48
670 28e 660.51
65n 29e 1,008.45
66n 29e 1,37.31
67n 29e 187.27 19,429.24

Feb. 25, 1895........ 107 51n 25e 2,268.24
52n 25e 5.56
50n 26e 22,370.39
Sin 26e 18,004.92
52n 26e 6,231.77 71,312.26'

Feb. 25, 1895........108j Sn 7e 80.15
2n 14e 19.91
2n THe 52.17 ..
in 17e 40.20
4s 3e 526.50
4s 4e 481.52.
Ss 4e 961.54
6s 6e 618.96
2s 7e 40.15
4s 7e 1,037.57
O s Te 159.87
Ts 7e 129.75 .
Os Ile 79-68
9s 12e 79.83
Os 14e 218.20

s I14e 39.72
* .38 i e 40.00

9s Tie :39.90
12s i5e 82.10
1Os 26e 225.89 4,913.61

July 6, 1895.........109 Ss Sw 309.00 309.00
110 12s 1Te 80.19

13s 15e 318.66

lOs 16e 40.58
is 17e 199.92
2s 17e 120.27
58 17e 80.53

F' -r··.~- is THe 199.23
2s 18e 120.04
4s H8e 119.46
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Gs 19 00)0 160.1

July 6, 1895. 1~~105s 29e 161.28 ,645

March 10, 1896 . 1.. .112 O5s 29e 139.83 .....

29s iSe 80.00 ....
30s 20e 160.00 ....
24s 25e 40.00 ....
Is 26e 40.00 ....

11s 27e 75.02 ....
198 32e 810.00 ....
23s 34e 1,329.00.....
32s 39e 330.00 ....
'18s 41e 80.00 ....

On. 26e 51.071 ... 
In Ti e 160?.00 ....
2n 14e 270.22 ....
2n 16e 42.00 ....
3n 15w 40.00 ....
3n 22w 79.97 ....
6n 25w 39.00
8s low 160.40 ....
Os low 88.65 ....
Os 26w 410.00 3,624.85

'Mcb. 7, 1896...... 113 338 27w 80.00 ....
448. 27w 399.02 ....
468 27w 640.00 ....
lus 28w 436.09 ....
l~s 28w 520.59 ....
l~s 28w 555.31 ....
20s 28w 1,962.19 ... 

1/ich. 7,1896 .. ... 113 22s 28w 160.70 ....
23s 28w 360 09 ....
24s 28w 159.79 ....
40s 2,8w 42.05 ....
42s 28w 320.00 .....
i~s 29w 199.33 .....
l9s 29w 319.72 ....
20s 20e 599.92 ....
.338 29e 639.61 ....
35s 20e 2,600.00 ....
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Mcl. 7, 1896........ 113 43s 29e 97.08 9,811.49
Oct. 22, 1896 l........ 16e 79.71 ........

7s 14e 114.57 ........
15s 14e 80.00 ........
3s 15e 120.06 ........
4s 15e 19.96 ........
4s 16e 349.33 ........

10s H6e 40.00 .-
14s 16e 199.26 ........

4s ISe 40.02 ........
Gs ISe 80.00 ........

114 6s 19e 80.07 ........
2s 20e 40.07 ..
2s 21e 79.80 ........
4s 21e 40.05 ........

22s 22e 40.00 ........
28s 23e 479.31 ........

8s 24e 200.73 ........Kpa..~~~~~~ ~21s 24e 39.77
22s 24e 39.93 ........
34s 24e 40.00 ........
38s 41e 550.68 ..
51s 42e 78.74 2,822.32

137,068.29
NOTE.

Patent No.112. This patent called for 3,946 14-100 acres
out of which there
was located in the
State of Georgia 321 29-100 acres

Leaving as per statement 3,624 85-100 acres

Patent No. 113. This patent called for 10,091 49-100 acres
of which there was
included in former
patents 280 00-100 acres

Leaving as per statement 9,811 49-100 acres12r
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Patent No. 114. This patent called for 2,901 06-100 acres
of which there was in-
cluded in former pat-
ents 78 '74-100 acres

2,822 32-100 acres

The record of sale of swamp lands sold by the Commissioner
f of Agriculture at the price of $1 per acre, aggregate 2,436.10

acres; that which was disposed of to actual settlers at 25 cents
. per acre, aggregate 6,979.17 acres. The proceeds of such

sales are paid into the treasury of the Internal Improvement
Fund.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS.

The records of this department show that on January 1,
1895, there remained in the hands of the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund, 105,100.82 acres. Amount sold in
1895,2,305.56. Amount sold in 1896. 1,537.89 acres, leaving
a balance on hand on January 1, 1897, of 101,257.37 acres.
These particular lands were granted under acts of Congress
of September 4,1841, to the State of Florida for Internal Im-
provement purposes, and by an act of the Legislature of the
State of Florida entitled an act for the relief of Jacksonville
and the counties of Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Suwannee,
Jefferson, Duval and Leon, chapter 3474, Acts of 1883. They
weie granted for the relief of said city and counties and the
proceeds from the sale of all of said lands are placed to the
credit of said city and counties as provided for in said act,
wbhich bonded themselves for the benefit of certain railroads
that are now in operation in this State.

SCHOOL LANDS.

On January 1, 1895, the records show 373,418.92 acres on
hand. The amount of school indemnity lands approved
in 1895 and 1896, 3,995.89 acres. Total amount, 377,414.81
a'res. The amount of land sold in 1895, 15,655.70 acres.
The amount of land sold in 1896 is 5,983.98 acres. Total
amount sold, 21,639.68 acres, balance on hand January 1,
1897, 355,775.13 acres. Amounts received from above sales
of school lands, together with amount received on school land
sold under provision of sections 449 and 453, during the years
1895 and 1896, and prior to January 1, 1895, aggregate
$20,343.58.

Receipts found in the office of the Commissioner of Agri-
culture show that the above sum was paid into the State
treasury for the benefit of the general school fund.
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SEMINARY LANDS.

-~~ ^~The records of the office of the Commissioner of Agricul-
. I \~ture show the amount of these lands on hand January 1,1895,

to be 30,796.05 acres. The amount of these lands sold in
1895 and in 18I96, was 40.11 acrets. Balance on hand January

H~~r'~ '1, 1897, was 30,755.94 acres. The amount received from said
^ S sales, $50.141. The receipts show the disposition of the same,

^^^f ~~~as the law directs.
^HB| ~~A recapitulation of the land sales made by the Commis-

* . sioner of Agriculture in 1895 and 1896, and published onil
^ Bi:|~~ -page 24 in his report to the Governor, dated January 1, 1897,
IB- '5 ! ~is an exact abstract of the books, records and land sales of

his office.
^^BJ- '*] *The tabulated statement of the land transactions of the

"*| Commissioner of Agriculture, as set forth in his report, obvi-
-* J 1 ', -ates the necessity of a recapitulation and the farther publica-

-^^Bl| 'tion of the same.
There are in the office of the Commissioner of Agriculture

^^1^1 ~~lists of all United States lands subject to homestead entry in
many of the counties of the State. Such lists have been so
revised as to show the number of acres and a description of
the same in many counties in the State, and any person inter-

| '~~ ';ested can proonie a copy of the samne at a nominal cost.

.t~ -^. ' .~~~~~TAX SALE LANDS.

|S~~~ : -~The lands certified to the State on account of unpaid taxes
for the years 1891 and 1892, under the "Hammond bill,"

.^^^X, ! which were disposed of by the Commissioner of Agriculture.
eHxlt "lHis receipt for moneys paid into the State treasury on this ac-

|* Xl<;count we find to be correct, as per his statement.

*^fPi j~After a careful survey of the difficulties surrounding tax
*^ -" ~~sales, and the vital errors connected therewith, entailing a

heavy expense to the State without recompense, your corn-
iP~~; |~mittee has drafted a bill and would recommend its passage,

c ^~~~~transferring to the Commissioner of Agriculture the care and
jzi ^~~~~disposition of all lands sold to the State for taxes, and of all

e **i~~~~lands certified to the State for unpaid taxes for the years 1891
1 1 |~~~and 1892.

[ ~~~~~~~~-1 OFFICE REPORT.

|I~~ . l ]The salary of the Commissioner of Agriculture, as provided
I|. ~l---_^.by the Constitution of the State, is $1,500 per annum, with

;' ; ;~~~ 'the provision that the Legislature may, at the expiration of
;t~ ~ - eight years, increase or diminish the same at its discretion.

*KT>"- ~~The report made by the Commissioner of Agriculture to

IL^
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the Governor, January 1, 1889, occupied but seven pages; in
1891 his report covered 152 pages in pamphlet form; in 1893
1he report required 133 pamphlet pages for its publication; in

1895 the report occupied 158 pages of the pamphlet, while in

1897 the business of the office had increased to such an extent

that uo less than 218 pages in pamphlet form were required
for its publication. The work of the department has increased
to such an extent as to require the handling and answering of

1.5,000 letters per annumr, that must necessarily be copied, and
some of which are of such a nature as to require the expendi-
ture of several days' time in search of the information re-

* quired. Each parcel of land sold we find to be entered on

five different records: First, the map; second, the entry book;

third, the abstract book; fourth, the tract book; filth, the
record of deeds.

Your committee would earnestly recommend that the salary
of the Commissioner of Agriculture be increased to $2,000
per annum, and that he be allowed a clerical force amply suf-
ficient to sustain the efficiency and usefulness of his depart-
ment at its present standard.

STATE COlEMIST.

Upon a thorough investigation of this department in all of

its details, we are forced to recoanize the great advantage
accruing therefrom to the farmers, fruit growers and truckers
of the State, in enabling them to make an intelligent selec-

tion and aplication of the fertilizers best suited to the growth

of their respective crops, and the law requiring the analysis

of all such fertilizers offered for sale in the State, and publica-

tion of same, is a great protection to the purchasers against
imposition.

The report of the Commissioner of Agriculture covering the

disposition of funds received, we find to be in full accord with

the receipts on file in his office. In order to further extend

the further usefulness of this department, we would recom-

mend the passage of a bill now before the Legislature for the

establishment of a geological survey of the State, the ap-

pointment of a State geologist and the appropriation of a suf-

ficient sum in order to carry out the purposes of the survey,

as detailed in the bill referred to.

STATE PRISON

The records of this department show that on Jan. 1, 1895,

there were in the various camps of the lesses six hundred and

- seventeen convicts. There were committed during the year

72 x
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1895, 429 males and 8 females. There were discharged dur-
ing the year 1895, 348; deaths, 21; escapes, 20; recaptured,
4. Leaving on hand in the various camps on January 1, 1896,
six hundred and sixty-nine (669).

There were committed during the year 1896,. 354; dis-
charged, 359; deaths, 23; escapes, 34; recaptured, 7. Leav-
inf the number of convicts on hand on January 1, 1897, six
hundred and fourteen.

By authority of an act of the Legislature approved 1895,
the Governor appointed an agent, who was directed to visit
the several convict camps, and to consider their welfare in a
general way, and to make investigation of the cases of cer-
tain convicts who might have meritorious claims to be con-
siderel by the Board of Pardons, and appropriated the sum
of $500 dollars for the expenses of said agent. This work,
we find to have resulted in the pardoning, within the last
two years, of forty-four convicts. The number receiving par-
dons in the two previous years, 1893 and 1894, being only
twenty-one. (See report of Commissioner).

In consequence of insufficient means to meet the expenses
for traveling and research, it seems that the object of the law
was not fally accomplished.

We recommend that $1,200 from the funds arising from the
hire of convicts be appropriated by the Legislature to pay the
salary and the expenses incidental to such agent. The lessees
of the convicts keep them in many camps throughout the
State, some of the camps being far removed from each other.
The number of eacapes in the past two years were more than
should be, and the agent appointed to look after the welfare
of the convicts should be made diligent in his care of this par-
ticular feature of the convict camps, and any lessee not pre-
pared to keep them safely should not be allowed to keep them
at all.

The death rate in the State prison we find to be far in ex-
cess of the mortuary statement in the census report, rate in
State prison being about three to every one hundred, and in
census report seven and one-fifth to every one thousand. Re-
lying on the above information as being true, the people of
the State of Florida cannot become over-zealous in the
adoption of such measures as will secure to the State con-
victs every comfort that our civilization demands.

The funds arising from the hire- of convicts we find to
have been duly collected and distributed as the law directs.

FARM STATISTICS.

The work of this department being confined almost ex-
clusively to the preparation of statistical matter, and the in-



- :: 
l lii

' 1'
1139 ,X

vestigation of questions pertaining to the agricultural inter- .

ests of the State, a derailed investigation into its affairs is
wellnigh impossible. While the work done in this direction 
is undoubtedly of great value to the people of the State3.
your committee is forced to the conclusion that the value .
and accuracy of these statistics, in so far as they are 'e
based upon the report rendered by the tax assessors of the . ^
several counties, would be greatly enhanced by insisting
upon a stricter compliance with the provisions of 
section 350, chapter 1 of the Revised Statutes, under which
said tax assessors act in this matter. A close comparison of
some of the agricultural statistics collected in this manner,
with well established facts, seems to justify the conclusion
that some, at least, of the county tax assessors have failed to
comply fully with the requirements of the above section,. 
which reads in part as follows: "It shall be the duty of each i" 
tax assessor in this State, when listing property for taxes, to . ' 
also call on the tax payers in their respective counties en- .I
gaged in agriculture, horticulture and stock raising for neces- - .
sary facts and information for filling out such blanks as the ' 
Commissioner of Agriculture may furnish him, and for such 
service such tax assessor shall be paid 5 cents for each tax *
payer in the occupation heretofore mentioned." * * ' 
Should any assessor of taxes fail or refuse to comply with the : l
provisions and restrictions of the Commissioner, the board of 
county commissioners of his county shall, on notice from the- .
Commissioner, withhold the fees due such assessor for assess- l
ing the State and county taxes.

And your committee would, therefore, urge upon the Com-
missioner of Agricultpre the advisability of giving the county
commissioners notice, provided for in the above section, in all

* cases in which the returns received from any given tax as-
sessor show that he has failed to comply with the law. The
fact that the statistics in question are extensively employed
as a basis for the information sought by prospective immi- '
grants,renders their accuracy and reliability a question of the ' -
first importance. ' ,

INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OB BUREAU OF IMMIGPRATION. 

This bureau, as its name implies, is devoted to . .
the collection and dissemination of such information 
as is likely to prove valuable to those who contemplate ' 
taking up their residence in this State. Nearly 7,000 letters '. 
bearing upon this sul:bject have been received and answered- 
during 1896, and the bureau stands much in need of printed l 
matter adaptedl to general distribution among intending im- ' 

A---~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~'*y
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ig-ants, and tbe publication of a brief, yet complrehensive,
trnatise, giving an alequate outline of the State and its varied
resorces, would do mluch to facilitate the worlk of the bureau
rulLhis direction. The, presellt method of replying to inqlir-
iCs is necessarily cumbersome and expensive, and your corn-

iuttee would recommend the the publication of such a trea-
ttse, or hand book, as that mentioned, as likely to prove
een3omical to the State ancd usetul to those who desire to
awimber themselves among its inhabitants.

-METEOROLOGICAL REPORT.

U nder this head the department annually compiles a mass
of well digested and valuable statistical infolrmation upon the
sttljeet otf clinmatic conditions as applied to the agriceulturlal
iutelrests of the State. The data upon which this illformation
is bsased is derived directlv Irom thle Florida section of the
United States weathler bureau, by means of an arrangement
hv which the bureau, in e.xchange Ior information supplietdl by
ti Conommlissioner of Agricultlre, furnishes, at a coit merely
nuorminal, such data as may be found necessary. The anthority
auder wlhich the Commissioner of Acrriculture acts in this

tatter is founld in section 140, article 7, of the Revisecl Stat-
-ztes, requiriug him to "disseminlate inforlmation" and "sgive
(ILoi-maLon upon the above sulbject and others of interest to
.l'cose who till the soil of this State." The statistical tables

.-vonpiled upon this subject in the annual report of the de-
Ipa-rznent are so arranged as to give a complete outline of the
ctimtic conditions plrevailing for each month in the year
at the principal points in the State. In view of the incalculable
daamage inlicted upon the horticultural interests of the State
by sadden and severe firosts,your committee would uLrgently re-
columend the adoption of some means by which the frost warn-
ings sent out by the weather bureau to the various sta,
tions throughout the State, may be more promptly and
rthoroughly disseminated throughout the adjoining county,
either by sounding steam whistles, discharging rockets, by
the display of filags, or otberwi-e. At Zellwood,in Orange
oeunty, some such plan has already been adopted, largely

tehrougan the exertinns of the Conmmissionelr of Agriculture;
anld in view of the vast importance of this subject to the frtuit
gtowers and truckers of the State your committee would ad-
-vise an e.tension of the same plan in so far as it may prove
4racticable.

THE STATE CENSUS.

UT$nder this head, the annual repolrt of the Commissioner of
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Agriculture for 1896, embodies the results of that enuaneratiolu
of oopulation, etc., which, under a provision of the State Con-
stitution, is taken every five years, and which was last maae
in 1895. The most conspicuous feature of the census repojt-
is the loss ot $29,764,089 in farm values since 1890, which was -
due to the great freeze of the winter of 189i-6. Against this
loss may be set an increase of more than fifty per cent. in the .-
numbelr of manufactulring establishments, together with an ius-
crease in the value of manufactured products of $5,383,9S&
The increase in the value of farm products is *3,292,948.5'7;
and the farm statistics indicate a tendency toward the flrther
sub division of agricultural holding, the increase in the numr
ber of farms being 2,912, while the number of acres under cld-
tivation was only 12,869 more in 1895 than in 1890. An in-
crease of 267,918 acres held in undivided ownership is also
noted. The manufacturing statistics indicate a marked is-
crease in the number of employee on the one hand, and --
marked decrease in the rate of wages paid on the other. The.
total population of the State is 464,600, of which 271 ,5&6 area
white, and 193,039 are black. The total increase mn'

population since 1890 is 73,471, divided as follows: White,
46,612; black, 26,859. One hundred and forty-two thousaaA
one hundred and eighty-three persons, or over thirty per ;j
cent. of the entire population, are gathered in the towns an&
cities of the State. The mortuary statistics presented in t1he
census report indicate a gratifying improvement in sanitary
conditions. The death rate in 1895 being but '7.2Cv ta
each one thousand persons, against 10;12 per one thous-
and in 1890.

in conclusion, your committee would recommend when ;Lr
State census of 1900 shall be taken, a furthelr subdivision o4
the enumerator's districts, and the employment of a larger
number of enumerators. The value of a census depends
largely upon the rapidity with which it is taken, and the
closeness with which the scope of the inquiry is confined n 4 

a few important points; and this result can best be attaine&
by the subdivision of the districts, the employment of more
enumerators, and less elaboration of detail.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
F. ADAMS, Chairman,
E. N. DIMICE,

On part of the Senate '
WALTER S. TuESER, Chairman, 
W. D. BALLENTINE, I

J. P. WVALL,
On part of the House-.

Ordered spreadlon the Journal.

11
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Mr. Bynum, on behalf of the committee appointed to pre-
'pare resolutions of respect on the death of Hens. J. P.
Roberts and R. A. Reid, submitted the following report:

SENATE .CHAIBER,.
TALLAHASSEE, FL&., June 2, 1897. f

HoEw. CIIAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sin-Your Committee, to whom was referred the subject
ot resolutions in mermory of Hon. J. P. Roberts, of the
Fifth, and Hon. R. B. Red, of the Seventeenth Senatorial
Districts, beg leave to submit the following report:

Whereas, In the death of Hons. J. P. Roberts and Robert
A. Reid, the State has lost two of her noblest sons, their fam-
ilies loving protectors, their fellow citizens kind and thought-
ful neighbors, with hands ever open and ready to do for theilr
fellow man all that came in their wvay for the good of those
around them.

Vhereas, By their selection by their fellow citizens in
October last thev were Senators of the State of Florida and
members thereof with us, and it is eminently fitting that as
such we should pay honored tribute to their memory, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That we hereby testify our admiration for and
appreciation of the many high qualities that distinguished the
deceased Senators as citizeus,) friends, soldiers, patriots and
Christian gentlemen.

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the Jour-
nal of the Senate, and that an engrossed copy be sent to the
families of each of the deceased Senators.

Respectfully submitted,

J. H. T. BYNUM,
JOHN E. HAELRTRIDGE,

Committee.

Mr. Bynum moved the adoption of the resolution contained
ju the report, and that engrossed copies of the resolution be
sent to the families of the deceased;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Barber. Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed

Bills, asked until to-morrow morning to submit his expense
report;

Which was agreed to.
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Kr. Hooker, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, I
TALLAHASSEEIC, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

lION. CHAS. J. PERRENOT, , 

President of the Senate: -A

SIR-Your Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom was re-
ferred-

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
of Levy.

Also,
A n act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern-

m:ent for the town of Milton, Santa Rosa county, Florida, .
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and I
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of said town. 

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the
same, and find them correctly enrolled. 

Very respectfully,

J. N. HOOicER,
Chairman Committee on Enrolled Bills.

And the acts contained in the above report were referred to
the Joint. Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PErERENOT,

President of the Senate: *

SIR-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred -

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county
of Levy. 

And, :
An act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern- 

ment for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida,
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of sad town.
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Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the-
same, and find them correctly enrolled.

Very respectfully.
J. N. IIoosER,

Chairman Joint Committee on Earolledl Bills.

And the acts contained in the abive report were referred to
the Joint Comnaittee on Enrolled Bills to be c)nveyed to the
House of Representatives for signature of Speaker and
Chief Clerk thereof.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the followlng report:

SENATE ClHAMBER, 
TALLAIIASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Seuate:

SIR-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred-

An act to incorporate the town of Williston in the county
of Levy.

And,
An act to incorporate and establish a mun'cipal govern-

ment for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida-
provide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction andi
powers, and to abolish the present corporatiou of said town.

Beg leave to report that the same has been duly signed by
the Speaker and Chief Clerk of ttie House of Representatives
and is herewith presented fbr the signature of the President
and Secretary of the Senate.

Very respectfully,

J. N. HooiErN,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Enrolled.

The President announced that he was about to sign-
An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county

of Levy.
Also,
An act to incorporate and eetablislh a municipal government

for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida, pro-
vide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and powers
and to abolish the present corpolation of said town.
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The acts were therefore duly signed by the President and
Secretary of the Senate, and ordered returned to the Chair-
man of the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills to convey to ^

the Governor for his approval. ' 

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
TV submitted the following report: ,U

SENATE CHAMBER, 
!"I~~ ' TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1891. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERPBENOT, 

i~ ~ ~President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom was
1. referred-

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised 
I Statutes of Florida, regulating the granting ot permits to sell ' l

liquors, wines and beer. .

Also,
I An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth and .

tributaries. 
Also, ' r I;

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in
Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and 
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the- 
same, and find them correctly enrolled. 'a

Very respectfully,

J. N. HOOKER,

Chairman Committee on Enrolled Bills.

And the acts contained in the above report were referied to
the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on En-
rolled Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Jutne 2,1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT, 

President of the Senate: I

S1R-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom .

was referred- r

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised 
Statutes of Florida, relative to the granting of permits to sell 
liquors, wines or beer.

Also,

' it

. A
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An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth and
tributaries.

Also,
An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in

Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined
the same, and find them correctly enrolled.

Very respectfully,

J. N. HOOKER,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.

And the acts contained in the above report were referred to
the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills to be conveyed to the
House of Representatives for signature of Speaker and Chief
Clerk thereof.

Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled
Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, I
TALLAH \SSCE., FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PErENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred-

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of Revised Statutes
of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to sell liquors,
wines or beer.

Also,
An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth,

and tributaries.
Also,
An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large

in Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding
and sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that the same has been duly signed by
the Speaker and Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives,
and is herewith presented for the signature of the President
and Secretary of the Senate.

Very respectfully,

J. N. HOOKER,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.
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Enrolled.

The President announced that he was about to sign- .

An act to amend section 865 and 866 of Revised Statutes 
of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to sell liquors, 
wines or beer. 

Also, t r 
An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth 

and tributaries. '
Also, ,
An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in'

Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

The acts were therefore duly signed by the President
and Secretary of the Senate, and ordered returned 
to the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills :
to convey to the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Daniel, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges and j
Elections, submitted the following report: 

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. e

HON. CHAS. J. PEERENOT, 

President of the Senate. ;I'

SiR-Your Committee on Privileges and Elections, to -

whom was referred-
House Bill No. 231:
A bill to be entitled an act relating to proceedings draw-

ing in question the validity of elections under the prohibi-

tion law, and to prescribe the time in which such elections

may be questioned.
Have had the same under consideration, and recommend _

that it do not pass.
Very respectfully, ;

W. J. DANIEL, '

Chairman Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

And House Bill No. 231, contained in the above report, 
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading. *

:A.



1148

Mr. Carson, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Appor-
tionment, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAIIASSEE, FLA., June 1, 1897.

IION. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIm-YOUr Joint Committee on Apportionment, to whom
was referred-

Senate Bill No. 273:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 56 of the Re-

vised Statutes of the State of Florida, relatilig to the division-
of the State of Florida into senatorial districts, and to amend
section 56 of the Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, re-
lating to the apportionment of members of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Florida.

Have carefully consldered the Fame, and herewith submit a
committee substitute for said bill, and recommend that the
substitute do pass.

Accompanying this, however, we also hand a minority
report, signed by one member of the committee, recommend- 
ing the passage of bill as originally proposed.

Very respectfully,

C. A. CAESON,
Chairman Joint Committee on Apportionment

And Senate Bill No. 273, contained in the above report,
together with the substitute offered by the commdittee, wvas
placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mlr. Chipley, on the part of the minority, submitted the fol-
lowing report:

SENATE CIAMBER, 
TALLAHAISEE, FLA., June 2, 1897. 

HloN. CRAS. J. PERHENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Joint Committee, to wbom was referred- /

Senate Bill No. 273:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 56 of the

Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the
division of the State of Florida into senatorial districts, and
to amend section 56 of the Revised Statutes of the Slate
of Florida, relating to the apportionment of members oi the
House of Representatives of the State of Florida. 
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Have considered said bill, and the majority of your conm-
mnittee have made a report, therein recommending a substi-
tate, providing that the present apportionment be not dis- 
turbed. The undersigned, the minority of said committee,
begs to call your attention to the fact that the Constitution
of Florida makes it mandatory upon this Legislature to make 

t a re-apportionmelnt of the State. l
Section 56 rtquilres that tle relresentation in the House of

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
counties as nearly as possible according to population, pro-

N vided each county shall have one representative-at-large in
the House of Representatlves, and no county shall have more
ithan three Representatives.

The undersigned questions the right of this Legislature to
disregard this requirement ot the Constituion, and therefor
recommends that the original bill do pass. i 

1s~~~~~ ~~Respect'ully,
a|q:~~ Of~~W. D. CHIPLEY, '

Minority of Joint Committee. ill

t Mr. Darby, Chairman of the Joint Committee appointed
to attend the meeting of the Interstate Commerce Com-
m: lission, held in Jacksonville, submritted the following report:

i AUSTIN, TEXAS, April 15, 1897.

HiON. T. A. DARBY,

State Senate, Tallahassee, Florida:

DzAR SiR:-Enclosed herewith find copy of testimony taken
before the Interstate Commerce Commission at Jacksonville
last week in what is called the "Vegetable Case." This is the

' testimony which you ordered at the hotel. We were in New
Orleans several days, and employed some help there and have
pushed it out as rapidly as possible. I enclose formal bill for
the same, thinking you will need it in this shape in order to Td-

have it paid without delay. Please address me at Washing- 
ton, D. C., 2526 L Street, N. W. - A 

I trust that you will find it satisfactory.
Very respectfully.

FRANK LyON.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 1, 1897

HION. C HAS J. PEP.ENOT,

President of the Senate:

DEAR SIn -Tbe Joint Committee appointed to attend the

I
o~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1
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meeting of the Interstate Commerce Commission held in Jack-
sonville, beg leave to submit this, their report:

The Commissioners seemed anxious to learn the facts in re-
gard to the discrimination said to be practiced against vege-
table shippers of Florida.

The testimony given by vegetable growers indicats that
unless the conditions which exist now are changed Florida,
although by climate and facilities is adapted to raising inl
open air early vegetables at a time when other sections are
not, and although having these superior advantages, the in-
dustry will have to be abandoned, unless, as stated above, the
conditions are changed.

For the foundation for this conclusion we beg leave to call
attention to the testimony of Representative Ayer, of Marion
county, and others, which testimony herewith submitted shows
that the value of products are virtually consumed in tran-
sportation, leaving nothing for the producer.

The testimony, as a whole, indicates that the rates now
arbitrarily made and collected, if continued, will not only im-
poverish the producer, depopulate the State, but eventually
bankrupt the railroads. The railroad companies would do
well to employ agents to adjust freight rates with some idea
of political economy, and the future, instead of seeking to
make an apparent profit for the present, at the expense of the
future well fare of the investments they represent.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
T. A. DARBY,

Chairman of Senate Committee.

C A Colcolough having been duly sworn, testified as fol-
lows:

Abrams-Do you hold any position with the Vegetable
Growers' Association of Alachua County?

CJolcolough-Yes, sir; Secretary.
Abrams-Are you a shipper of vegetables?
Colcolough-Yes, sir.
Abrams-How many years have you been engaged in that

business?
(Colcolough-I commenced in 1880-17 years ago.
There were two years, the years 1881 and 1882, when I was

not in the business. With that exception, I have been in it
continuously.

Abrams-Have you kept the run of freight rates during all
these years?

Colcolough-Yes, sir.
Abrams-State to the Commission the difference betwee'
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the size of the cabbage crate of to-day and the size of the crate
in 188s.

Colcolough-The crate in 1888 and prior to that date, 
standard crates were 12-18-36-barrel crates. The cabbage 
crate of the present day, the one we adopt at Gainesville, is 
11-20-39, and atMcIntoshl 12-20-36. They are identically the I
same inside measure.

Abrams-What is the percentage of difference between the
two crates?

Colcolough-The percentages of difference between the
crates?

Abrams-Yes, sir.
Colcolough-Identically the same inside measurement.

There is a little difference outside measurement.
Abrams-About what is the percentage of difference be-

tween crates of 1888 and 1896?
Colcolough-Less than 10 per cent. The crate of to-day is

less than 10 per cent. larger than tUe crate of 1888.
Abrams-Can you state about what the average weight of 

a crate of cabbage at this time is? , {
Coleolough-I think about 125 pounds. The heaviest crate of

cabbage I ever weighed was 140 odd pounds and the lightest 
about 115. It varies accordingly to the solidity of the cab-
bage.

Abrams-You never saw a crate of cabbages that weighed 
180 lbs-did you? 

Colcolough-No, sir; I do not think any one ever did.
Abrams--When you shipped cabbages in 1888 was there-

any difference in the methods of charging freights than there
is at this time, or was it just charged so much per crate?

Colcolough--It was so much per package crate, there were
two packages--a bushel package and a barrel package.

Abrams--And they were chbaged so much by the package?
Colcolough--Yes, sir; there was never any additional charge

because of weight after the cabbage reached the markets,
that have been informed of. They were always carried through
at so much per package.

Abrams-Is there any difference now between the bushel
crate and the bushel crate of 1888? 

Colcolough-There is considerable difference between the
tomato now and of 188. In 1888 the tomato crate was used,

box with a solid head; to-day they aregused with veneered
material and panel heads and are much lighter--probably 'i

weigh half, the package alone, and are small. They are ship-
ped in carriers, six baskets to the carrier. That package would
weigh, I suppose, 20 per cent. less than the 1888 package, 15
per cent. or 20 per cent. less, because of the space these bas- 

A weigh, I suppose, '70 per cent, less than the 1858 package,' ,
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kets take up, the vacant space in the carriers which is not
utilized.

Abrams--WVhat were the rates in 1882 fromr Gaiuesville,
points to New Yrork, Philadelphia and Baltimore?

Colcolough--30 cents via steamer--the Savannah steamelrs
of the Oeean Steamship Company, from Gainesville; 60 cents
per barrel; 30 cents per bushel; 66 cents all rail per barrel and
33 eents per bushel or box or smlall paclkage.

Ablarne-You say that the bushel crate of to-day is lighter
on tomatoes than it was in ISS8?

Colcolough-YTes sir.
Abrams--Is thelre any difference in the weight of tomatoes

nowv from what it was illn 1SSS'
Colcolough--The difference in the weight of the tomatoes.
Abramns--State the diffelrellnce in their weight and their

freight rate?
Colcolough--The rate has been very lareely advanced.

From 66 cents all rail, 1888, it is now $1.04. The rates have
been advanced this season 3 cents over last year. Last year
it was $.01 on small paclkages. It was also advanced lonl
barrel packages 6 cents from all points in Florida,but that rate
has been taken off on barlrel packages on cabbage and potatoes
and put back to last year's rate.

Abranms-Can von state, ii you know, what the rate is on
cabbage Ifrom New York to Gainesville?

Colcoloughb--Yes, sir; I was shown the tariff sheet by a mer-
chant in Gainesville a few days ago. He said it was 45
cents per 100 via Savannab steamer, and that he bad no all
rail rate.

Abrams--I asked you a question a while ago which I think
you misapprehended? You have testified tbhat the tomato
crate of 1888 was heavier than the tomato crate of 1896?

Colcolough-Yee, sir.
Abrams-What is the difference in the freight? What did

they charge on a crate of tomatoes to New York, say, in
1888?

Colcolough--30 cents via steamer, and 33 cents all rail.
Abrams-WVhat is it now?
Colcolough--It is 37 1-2 cents and 3 cents added this year

which makes 40 1-2 cents via steaimer, and it is 53 1-2 cents
via all rail.

Abrams--Then the charges to-day for a lighter crate of to-
matoes is hibgher than it was in 1888?

Colcolough--Yes, sir; much bigher, nearly double in some
instances via all rail-about 50 per cent. more--a fraction
over 50 per dent. more.

Abrams-How far is itfrom Arredon lo to Gainesville?
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Colcolough-Six miles, it is called and a fraction over.

Abrams-What is the rate from Arredondo to New Yo;kr.

per barrel or per crate?
Colcolough-To New Yorlk?
Abrams-Is there any difference in the rate from ArredondCk -

and Gainesville?
Colcolough-Yes, sir. .

Abrams-How much?
Colcolough-A difference of 16 cents, I believe, on barre3s-

I am not positive of it.
Abrams-It is higher?
Colcolough-Yes, sir; it is considerably higher. It is the-

same as the Rocky Point rate and the Wacahoota rate?

Abrams-Are you a large shipper, Colcolough?
Colcolough-Yes, sir; I ship a great many.

Abrams-Hlave you recognized in your expenditures an& 

payments the difference between the rates now and those of, 
1888?

Colcolough-Yes, sir; very much.
Abrams-Have you kept yourself familiar with the increas&

of rates? If you have, state the successive increases that have-

been made, if there are any. 
Colcolough-The rates were first advanced in 1888 from t!>

cents-no, I do not think thev were advanced all rail tb2at.

year. They were advanced from 33 to 66 cents in 1888, and to

41 and 82, the following year, 1889. In 1890 they were- IL

advanced from 82 to 85, and half that rate on small packages. -

In 1891 the rate was advanced to $1.5e to $1.01.

Commissioner elements-What vegetables are you talking. .

about now? 
Colcolough-Cabbage, I say halt that rate on small pact -

ages.
Abrams-When was the last increase?

Coleolounh-This last winter. -.

Abrams-What was the total increase on each class of goods
per barrel or bushel, crate on the different lines?

Colcolougbh-The increase via the Savannah steamer was 

from 60 to 75-2.5 per cent. via all rail, 66 to $1.01. -

Abrams-How was it via Portsmough?,

Colcolough-That rate was increased in proportion. I amn.. l

not positive of the figures, but I think it was 65 in 1888, andt 

now it is about 90 odd cents.
Abrams-Was the barrel crate increased via Portsmout7 i- .!

from 66 cents in 1888 to 91 cents in 1896?
Colcolougb-Something like that, you have the rate there. -

Abrams-And from 33 to 354 on small packages?

Colcolough-Yes sir, I think something about that. 
73 xli

t . t '.1'.)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Abramns-Is this a correct statement of vegetable freights
paid by you in 1895? (Handing paper to witness).

Colcolongh-Yes sir, I think so. Yes sir, I presume that
iscorrsect. Isent statementto Senator Calltwoyea tago
and I think he turned it over to the Commission, which they
had published, and he sent that back to me. I think that is a
correct statement.

A'brams-Does that embrace cabbages?
Colcolough-No sir, the cabbage crop was a failure that

year, the freeze killed the cabbages that year and killed the
olranges.

Abrams-This was entirely to Eastern markets, was it not?
Colcolougbi-I am not positive, I suppose so; it appears so,
Abrasrn-How many crates did you ship that year, in

1895?
Colcolougb-I do not remember now; I do not think they

were added lip; I do not remember exactly.
Abrams-There is a recapitulation there.
Oaocolough-(After examing paper) 5216.
Ahiams-How much freight did you have to pay on those

.5216?
Colcololghl-$2,65&VQ.D
Abrams-Thoae were altoaether in bushel crates, were they

noto
Colcolough-I think so; I do not think that I shipped any

in barrel crates that year. That is my recollection.
Commissioner Prouty-Is that what you shipped individ-

nlally'?
Colcolough-.Yes, sir.
Abrams-What was the average you had to pay per crate

on that?
Colcolough-50 cents per crate according to that.
Abrams-What was the farthest point North to which you

shipped anything?
Colcolough-Boston.
Abrams-I wish you would take ont the aggregate number

of Boston packages and state what that number is?
Colcolough-696.
Abrams-That leaves 4,520 packages that were shipped to

New York, is that correct?
Colcolough-Yes, sir.
Abrams-JDoes not that include shipments to Savannil',

Washington, Norfolk, Baltimore and Philadelphia?
Colcolough--Yea, sir.
Abrams-The average cost per crate paid by you in 1895 as

I understand, was 50 cents per crate.
Colcologlh--Yes, sir.
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Abrams-While I understand that in 1888 the rate per
bushel crate was only 33 cents to New Yo k?

Colcoloughb-Yes sir. 
Abrams-Nowv, Mr. Colcolougb, has any other than the 

tomato crates, for encumbers and the like, increased in size
.sinee 1S88? i

Colcolouuh-I do not know positivelv. In our section we
use a bnshel basket, where we used a bushel crate formerly. I
do not know whether it holds any more than the bushel crate
or not. I suppose not. 

Abrams-Are thev not made to hold a bushel?
Colcolough-Yes sir.
Abrams-Were not the crates of 1888 also bushel crates?
Colcolough-I have been so informed. That was my im-

pression. I never measured them though.
Abrams-Do you observe any difference in weight between

the crates of beans and cucumlbers in 1S96 from what those
bushel crates were in 188S, or are they relatively the same?

Colcolough-Relatively the same. That is, I mean the
bushel baskets and the bushel crates. The tomato earlier is
lighter, as I stated before, lighter than the old tomato crate. 

Abrams-Are not a large proportion of the vegetables
shipped tomrnatoes?

Colcolongh-Yes, sir; a very large proportion, and they are 
shipped almost exclusively now-in these carriers-twenty- 
four basket carriers-twenty-four quart carriers. 

Abrams-Ontside of the vegetables in the crate, is not the
basket crate lighter than the old bushel wooden crate?

Colcolough-Yes, sir; I do not think it would weigh more ' }
than falf. I am satisfied of it. .A

Abrams-Then the average of the bushel crate would be 
lighter than it was in 1888 before the basket crate was used, 
would it not?

Colcolough-Tes, sir; I think so. 
Abrams-From your shipping experience, can you state to 

the commission whether or not you pay any less or more
freight now on the same shipments than you did in 1888?

Colcolough-Yes, sir; I pay very much more.
Abrams-What? 
Colcolough-I average, I think, about 25 per cent. more- 

not less than that.
The Chairman-You mean more more in the package, or

more per 100 pounds? l
Colcolough-More per 100 pounds.
Abrams-That is all. 

1, ··

'1ii i
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COOSS-EXAMSfINATON.

Baxter-1Mr. ColcolougB, how long have you lived in
Florida?

Colcolou ahb-Twenty -two years.
Baxter--Dicd you engage in the vegetable business as soon

as vou came to the State?
'olcolough-No, silr; I commenced in 188S.

Baxter-When did this vegetable business begin in Florida?
Colcoloagh-About 18,6, I think.
Baxter-Have you got accessible anywhere in the form of

a record, which you have kept as the secretary of your asso-
ciation, or as an individual, the rates charged from time to
time during the period you have been in the business
or before?

Colcolough-No, sir; I have kept no record, only from
memory The railroad, I suppose, have a record of it.

Baxter-It is not a part of the records of your association?
Colcolough-No, sir; our association is a very recent one.
Baxter-Is there any thing in any of your public documents

of the State that would show that?
(olcolough-No, sir;'iIly in the railroad offices, I think.

I suppose that they keep a record of all these rates.
Baxtsrer-SometbLing was said about cabbages being shipped

from New York to Florida. About what time of the year
does that shipment start in?

Colcolough-kWell, I think it commences about the 1st of
September.

Baxter-Howv long does it continue?
Colcolough--Until about December 1st, or January, in

some years.
Baxter-HIow would the quantity of those inbound ship-

ments of cabbages compare with the quantity of outbound
shipments to New York from Florida?

Coicolough-It would be a very small compared with the
outgoing shipments.

Baster-Could you give us a percentage? 6
Colcolough-No, sii; I have no idea. I only judge it by

the number of people in Florida as compared with the num-
ber in the North and XVest.

Basxter-Are such shipments usual every year, or is it only
occasionally?

Colcolough-I think every year in the fall we get cabbage
from theNorth, in fact, I know we do. We cannot grow
them here in the summer, because in the long spell of warm
weather, the worms eat them.
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Baxter-Alre those shipments brought all rail, or all water?
or part rail and part water?

(Jolcolough-Part rail and part water, I think.
Baxter-Have you made any of them yourlself?
Colcolough-I have, years ago.
Baxter-Did they come by all rail or all water?
Colcolough-By Savannah steamers, thence by all rail.
Baxter-Do you remember how the rates were in 1896?
Colcolough-Yee, sir.
Baxter-Were they higher or lower than in 1888?
Colcolough-The saint; identically the same.
Baxter-How were they in 1885?
Colcolough-The same, to the best of my recollection.
Baster-And in l8S8?
Coloolough-The same.
Baxter-Andl all the way back to 1880, so far as you 

can remembel?
Colcoloug h-YTes, sir; there may have been one or two

occasions vhen the railroads cut the rates North-cut themn
down a little lowelr, but as a whole, they were the same from
the timne I commenced business until 1880 in Gainesville. 

Abrams-I wish to ask you two or three more questions. 
Now, Mr. CololoLugh, abount how manv car loads of vegeta- 
bles are shipped annuallv tfrom Gaines;ille? 

Colcolougrh-I declare I can hardly answer that ques-
tion, sir. I suppose 200 or 300 car loads.

Abramns--Abont what proportilon are shipped Nlorth?
Colcolough--It is all shipped North and Nnrthw.est. 
Abrams-Whatt pro'portiolu is shipped East, and what

proportion is shipped West?
Coololotngh--I suppose about two-thirds is shipped

East from oar statiou; I shbould think two-thirdcls from Gaines-
yille proper. i

Abramns--Tbhat would be 200 of the 300 car loads?
Colcolough--Yes, sir.
Abrams--Can you state what is the diffelrence--the i

average difference--in freight rates per car now from 1888? 
About how much did it approximate? 

Colcolough-Well, you know, the rates West are about the
same as they were 8 or 10 years ago.

Abrams-What is the difference now between the rates
East and West? 

Colcolough-From Gainesville to Cincinnati, it is 54 cents . ; i
in carload lots per barrel crate to Chicago, 66 cents; to St.
Louis, 62 cents; to Columbus or Cleveland, I think, it is 68 
.cents. I am not positive about that. To New York, via j

-Ilk
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steamer, it is 67 1-2 cents in car loads on cabbdne. Aff
rail, it is 91 cents. A. C. L., 82.

Abrams-Wh at I want to get at is_-can you estimate albout
how much per car more approximately you people are paying
for freichts now from. Gainesville to points East-New York.
Philadelphia and Eastern Points than you paid in 1883-about
how much per car would it average?

Colcolooghi-Per car viit Savaniiah steamer would be k15.00.
Commissioner Clements-Tbat is, by rail to Savannah, arid

by steamer Irorm there on?
Colcolough-Yes, sir; A. C. D.
Commissoner Clenent--WMhat dfoes that mean?
Colcolough--All rail despatch---$50.00. I do not remember

the A. C. L. lines.
V Commissoner Prouty -What is A. C. L.?

Colcolough -Atlantic Coast Linie to Portsmouth and then
via steamer. I thintk the A. C. 1. is about $4t0.00.

Commissioner Proutv-The average, you say, would be
about $40-00.

Colcolough-About $35 a car, average, taking the three
lines.

Conmmissioner Proutv-Then, onl the 200 dars, you were
paying about $!7,000 per annum more than the same service
wouild have cost you in 18889

The Chairmaiqn-Abraius, I think that yon mnisunderstood
Mr. Colcolough in the number of cars shipped hrorn Gaines-
ville.

Ararns--I understocc him to say So0.
Chairmani-I think he said 200
Concoloiylhl-I think it is nearer 300o than 200.
Ahrams---Mr. Colcolon gh, how do pri(es received by the

grower for his vegetables in 1890 comnpare with the pr·ices be
received for the samtte product in 1388?

Colcolough--In 1300 on all vegetables, withi the exception
of cabbage, in the fill of' 895, there was a severe drouth
North and West and the cabbage crop was a failure. Last
season they brought fair pirices, the best for several Years.
With that exception all the spring vegetables from our point,
at least, were very low.

Abrams--How do prices compare now with thre, same prod.
ucts in 1888?

Coleoloagh--They are much lower onl an average. The
business then was in its infancy.

Abrams-Can you give the Commissjon any information as,
to how these rates were raised, by what combination or what
agreement between these railroad companies to bring about
this increase of rates?
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Colcolough--No, sir; I cannot answer that question. 
Auraus--Do you know of any pooling of the vegetable

business by these roads?
Colcolough-iles, sir; there is no question about that.

One of the railroad men last year told me-we went to him,
two or three of us, to see if we could not get the railroads to

4a give us inducements, provided we tlrew all our freight on to s

one line-and he told us that they could not do that auny
longer, that they had gone into written agreements, and that
they were liable to heavy fines, provided they did any thing
of that kind. The year previous they had been cutting the
rate, giving rebates, that is, two years ago.

Abrams-Did you go to Atlanta, in the endeavor to have
the rates adjusted, and if so, what did they tell you there?

Colcolough-Well, they did not tell us any thing much. .1
hardly know what they did tell us. Thev put us off; told us
they would bring the matter up before a future meeting of the 
Freight Association.

Abrarns-What Freight Associatiou? ,
Colcolough-That was the Southelrn Freight Association..

We went before Mr. layvnes at Mr. Papy's invitation. Mr.
Haynes treated us very nicely, and promised to bring the
matter up at the next meeting. We never heard from it 
since. l 

Abrams-There is another question I wish to ask. W.hat.
would be the freight oln a car load of cabbage from Gaines-

' ville to New York-about how much?
Coloolongh-Now?
Abrams-Yes, sir. 
Colcolouglih-'200 crates were $Sl82.0-about 90 cents a

crate. j

Abrams-lVhat would be the freight on a carload of melons t

going over the same rrtlte?
Colcolough-I have the rates from one of the offices. Thev

gave me the rates per 100. 1 will have to calculate the
rates to New York. A. C. D., it is 45 1-2 cents per 100; 
that is, 89.25, I believe, per ton 12 tons would be about '

$100.80 and a traction over; that would be per car load of [

24,000 pounds. To Philadelphia, would be 42 1-2 cents per
hundred; $8.25, I believe per ton. To Baltimore, it would
be 38 -1l2 cents per hundled. To Boston, Mass., it would be
64 1-2 cents; to Rtichmond, Va, 33 1 2 cents; Norfolk, the
saae; Portsmouth, the sale. To Cincilinati, would be 35 1-2 |

cents per hundred. 
Commissioner Clemneuts-Is that the car load rate on 

melons? 
Colcolough -Yes, sir; by steamer to New York it would be |-

I it iL iE
I . &fl
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. 258". per car load; to Philadelphia, $82.20; to Baltimore,

-77.io; to Boston, $92.s8. That is by Savannah steamer.

The rates on cabbage are nearly double.

-Commissioner Clements-What is the difference in the

7eight of the carload; how much is hauled in the carload of

:ach in weight?
Colcolonuh-They estimate a carload of melons to weigh

.2400 pounds.
Commissioner Clements-And a carload ot cabbages?

Colcolough-It would be 200 crates, and a crate is supposedl

to weigh 100 pounds; but now, I think, they claim it weiuhs

-sore; 200 crates would weigh ten tons, 20,00 pounds; at 120

.3 tle crate it would be 24,000. 
Ba!iter-I understood you to sav that there were about 300

arFloads shipped from Gainesville, and of that about 200 went

ast and 100 went WVest. Is that right?

Oiolcolough-YTes, sir;j that is ny opinion, as near as I can

,et it.

Baxter-Do the slhipmlents West movNe about the same as

hle shiplaents East or after?
Colcoloughl-The same time.

Boaxter-Do you nieet any competitionl from MIobile and

,ttsection in shipping WeSt to Chicago malrkets and Ohio?

coluoloulgh-It is very limited. Their cb'lnae, the com-

sisbion men say', commeuce to move abou N:tv M 1st, some-

'nes a little eallier. Wve generally get throulh from the
1 st to the 10tth of May.

Baxter-W-ell, now, in this slhipment of vegetables, what is

- Le first vegetable that commelnlces to move?

Colcologhp -Lettuce from our section.

Baxter-When does that commence?
Colcoloughl-It commences in December.
Baxter-H-Iow long does it last?
ColcoloLIbh--Until April.

Baxter--What is the next one?
Colcolough--The next is cabbage and peas. B

Baxter--They come in about together?
:olcolough-Yes, sir.

Baxter--What time do they commence?
Colcolough--About thle latter part of February, and they

.:ast until Mav.
Baxster--Well, your next line ot'f vegetables?
iGolcolough--The next are cucumbers and beans.

7Baxter-And thev commence about when?

.-Cocolouagh-About the 1st of May.
Baxter--]How long do they last?

4Colcolough--About three weeks.
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Baxter-And then next?
Colcolough--Tomatoes commence about the 20th of May.
Baxter--Row long do they last? . 7

Colcolough-Until abont the 20th of Julle.
Baxter--What next? '
Colcolougb--A few egg plants; very little. ,1
Baxter-When do vour potatoes come in?

s Colcolough-We plant very few at Gainesville. They
come in about the latter part of May.

Basxter-The movement of this vegetable traffic, then, may
be said to be from about December 1st to about the 1st of
July?

Colcolough-Yes, sir; June generally winds it up.
Baxter--I extends over a pe!iod of about six months?
Colcolough-Yes, sir.
Baxter-These vcgetables raisedl here come in about the

eame time, I suppose; so there is a large demand for cars at
the same time?

Colcolough-Yes, sil; I supl)ose so, ali over the State you
maean'? 

Baxter-Y es. ·
- Colcolough-Yes,sir;tlhey genelally mature all over the .

State withinl six mnontllhs. --
Baxtel-Speaking generaily, frlom the the ti!ne you first 

became acquainted witb the business to the preseut time, bas
it been a prospcrous or an unprosperous business?

Colcolough-ItL las not been a prosperous business. i
Baxter-The tarmers have lost money?
Colcolouogh-Thele are but a very few farmers but what

are in debt. A great maniv have gone from our setion and i
Arradondo.

Baxter-Gone awav from the Statte?
Coleolough-Yes, sir' within six miles of Gainesville was

a thickly settled section a few years ago; now it is deserted. I 
Baxter-There is no other business tfor them -to go into?
Colcolougb--No, sir; no other business that they can make

a living at.
Baxter-Is there any other traffic for the railloads to carry 

out of that section? 
Coloolough-They get lumber, phosphate rock and flint

rock for the jetties. I do not think they are in that business l
now; and cotton, that is pretty well over now. 

Baxter-Does the lumber move in large quantities, or has ;
that been exhausted?

Colcolough-It moves in large quantities.
Baxter-You spoke of the price of vegetables being very -V

K
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much lower than in 1888. Is not that true of almost every-
thing else?

Colcolough-YeR, sir.
Commissioner Prouty-How does the time of service be-

tween here and New York corn par now with the time of ser-
vice in 1888?

Coleelough-Via the steamer and A C L, I think they are
identically tile same. I know they are by the Savannah
steamer.

Commissioner Prouty-Was the rail communication as
miade then the same as it is now tip to Savannah?

Colcolongh-Yes, sir; to the Savannah steamer-. We had
some trouble on tie Mallory line to Fernandina. It did not
make as quick time.

Commissioner Piouty-oI-ew is it as to the all rail line?
Colcolough-We never had any prior to 1888. They first -

,gave us a rate of 66 cents per barrel in 16Ss. Prior to that
time it was Atlantic Coast Line and Savannah Steamer Line.

Commissioner Prouty-How quick a passage did this
66-cent rate which you got ir 1888 entitle you to?

Colcolough-Ahont four days.
Commissioner Prouty-fI-Iw quick a passage do you get

now?
ColcolougShi-Ahout the same.
Commi.sioner Prouty-So the service was about the same

as it is now as to timel
Colcolough-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Piouty-ilow does the service conpare be-

tween Nvw York and Chicago?
Colcolough-The service to Chicago, I think, is about a day

loneer, nil rail.
Commissioner Prouty-Than to New York?
Coicolough-Yes, sir. To Cincinnati and New York I1

think the service is about the same in point of tionte
Commissioner Pronty-Of how muoh importance in ship.

ping vegetables is a day's time?
ColcolouihA-I do not know that it is a grert deal of im-

portance. They have claimed to make it in 12 hours last
Near.

Commissioner Prouty-Now, the question is does it make
anyv difference to you people who have vegetables to ship,
whlether they go in three days, or four days, or five days?

Colcoleugh-Yes, sir; we want quick service.
Commissioner Prouty-Why do you want quick service?
Colcolough-Because vevetables are perishable.
Commissioner Prouty--Now, how much better is a four-day-
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service than a five-days' service to you? EHow much more can
you afford to pay for it?

Colcolough--Weii, I do not know hardly.
Commissioner Proumv-Of course, that means money to '

you?
jolcolough-Yes, sir. 1
Commissioner Prouty-Can you tell the Commission how

much difference in a money point of view, there would be 
between a four and five day service between here and New
Yorl?

Colcolough--Where we make close connlection with the
steamer we can lmake it in a little less than four days. The
fastest steamers malke it in 52 hours from Savannah; and
from here to Savannah it is from 12 to 13 hours.

Commissioner Pronty---Suppose that those trains took 24
hours to go uLp there, instead of 13, would it make any dilfer-
ence to you people?

Colcolough--No, sir'; I do not thinlk it would. It would 
nmake virtually a clday's difference. For insta-nce, the steamner1

leaves to-morrow morning at 8 o'cloclk. We would have to 
shin) this morning at S to connect. 

'omlmissioner Protty-Can you afford to pay any better 1
freioht rate trom here to New York because it takes a day's
less time? Say that the railroad company puts on a special 1
train to hit that steamer, is that worlth anything to your
dollars and cents?

Colcolough-Yes, sir; I suppose so. ,
Commissioner Prontv--I-o w mIuch?
Colcolough-Hlow much, I cannot tell. I do not hili'

that it is worth the difiference that they chargd- us.
Commrissioner Pronty-Andl you (lo not think that the 

espress freiglht srvic.- between here and New York i-; worth
the dlfferelnce in the freigh'?

Clcolongh-I do not tilink the service is any better than it
was nine yearls ag.

Commissioner Pronty-Vhy d1o ylon not sell your vege- 
tables in Chicago? Ctn yon get bet er prices in New York
than Chicago?

Colcolough- Ycs, sir; from our point. Point south of us
ship largely to the West.

Cornmissioner Prountv--lf I undlerstand you correctly,
these vegetables are all shipped in barrel crate paclkages or 
bashel crat e packages, and they charge so much a package?

Colcoloug1h--Yes, sii.
Commitsioner Proutv--It does not make any difference

-
! 
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what that package contains, it is the same p-ice for a lettuce
package, a tomato package or a cucumber package?

Colcolough--Yes, sir.
Commissioner: How much lo they charge for transport-

ing a bushel of cucumbers to New York?
Coleolough: 53 1-2 cents, all rail.
Commissioner Prouty: What is it nworth after it gets to

New SYork?
Colcolough: The average, the season through, I suppose

it would stll--well, there is a very great difference between
seasons, it would dependl upon the production.

Comuissioner Prottty: About how much?
Colcolough: I do not suppose it would average much more

than that. Ve consider that ye make money if we get 50
cents net.

Commissioner Proutv: Yoa would have to get about $1.25
to pay charges all around?

Colco!ongh-Yes, sir.
Commiss6iouer Prouty-Hlow many cucumbers do you put

luto thlat l ind of packlage?
Colcolough-I have never counted them. I suppose about

o or 10 dozen.
Abrarms-As the commission has asked yon a question in

!ireoard to special trains, I will ask whether or not it is a fact
that if yon require your crates to meet some palrticular
steamer iustead of spemial freight trains being sent to meet
that steamer, yon have not to pay Mr. Plant's Southern E.s-
pless, and sundl it by expless to meet that steamer?

Colcolouhll-Very olften we do.
Commissioner Prouty-Yon. pay express rates?
Colcolough-Erpress rates to Savannah to meet the

stealmer.
Abrams-Hiave you not anl expiess rate to connect with the

fast freight on the Atlantic Coast Line?
Colcolouc h-Yes, sir; we have an all rail express rite.
Abrams-Yrou also have an expresd rate so that you can

meet the fast freiaht on the A C D at some point?
Colcolough-Yes, sir; Savaunnab, I think.
Abrains-Then there is no special freight train at the ordi-

nary rate to enable you to meet these steamers on the A C D,
is there?

Colcolongh-Yes, sir; they run special vegetable trains
from Gainesville.

Abrams-But is there any special?
Colcolough-No, sir.
Abrams-When it goes special, you pay expressager
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Coicoiough-I have known them to run specialsi; to rura
them earlier.

Abrams--Iam speaking generally.
Colcolough--Genelrally, we ship by the regular fast freight

trains to connect with these steamers. The schedule is so ar-
ranged that they conuect at Savannah. .

Baxter--You spoke of the regular trains that run to con- -

nect with the steamers. Do you pay extra rates on those?
Colcolough--No, sir; those are the regular trains run every

dav.
Baxter--Do they run at the same hour, or do they expe-

dite the business by changing time and making special ar-
rangements to get the steamer?

Colcolough--They have a regular time, but occasionally
when the steamers leave earlv in the morning, like 1:00 or
2:00 o'clock in the morning, thev advance the time a few

hours, in order to connect. Thev leave Gainesville several
hours earlier. 7

Baxter-There is no extra charge on those trains? iO

Colcolongh--No, sir.
DuBignon-The boat has no fixed hour for sailing from

Savannah?
Coloolough--Yes, sir. !

DuBignon-And they run a special train to accommodate I
its arrival in Savannah to the sailing of the boat, do they not? 

Colcolough-Not that I am aware of. They have the regu-
lar trains as I have stated. 

DuBignon-You do not mean that the stated hours are the 
same? 

(Jolcolough-Usually they are advertised to be the same,
but they vary them to suit tbemselves.

DuBignon--To suit themselves, or to suit the sailing hours
of the boat?

Colcolough--The hours of the boat.
DuBignon-You spoke of paying for special service. I did

not understand the question asked you. What were those

ebarue ?
Colcolough-When we could not ship by freight we shipped

by express to connect with the steamer..' 
DuBignon--Why cannot you ship by freight?
Colcolough-Sometiies the schedules have been so

arranged that the trains would go out earlier than we could
get ready for them. !

DaBignon--Do not they give you special freight service
from Gainesville to Savannah to meet the boat?

Colcolough--I think so. 
DuBignon-You do not mean to suggest that there was any

F ; ' l
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other arrangement--that they fixed the hours so as to make

you pay extra for express?
Colcolonrta-No, sir.
Cunningham--Do you prepay your freight when it is

shilppl)ed West?
Cole lough--No, sir. Occasionally, when the markets are

glutted, they require it.
Cunninghlam--lYou are never required to do so when it

goes by boat from Jacklsonville and Savannall?

Coicolough: We have been when the markets were
gl tted.

Commissioner Pronty: I suppose they will show on the

other side, about how long these vegetable trains are, do you

know, Mr. Colcolough?
Colcolongh: It depends a great deal on the season; firom

six or eight to fifteen or twenty.
1 have seen twenty odd. I suppose, it would average ten

or twelve; probably more.
DaBignon: Mr. Colcolough, do you recall any instance

when you have paid this extra express charge?
Colcolough: Yes, sir.

DuBignon: When was that?
Colcolough: Everlv year, more or less.
DuBignon: Why do you do it?
Colcolonugh: To connect with the steamer.
DuBignon: To make speed?
Colcolough: Yes, sir.
DuBignoD: That is a considerable item in the business, is

it not?
Colcolough: Oh yes, sir; fast freights.
Alfred Ayer having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

Abrams: Ayer, you represented yourself as complainant

on behalf of the McIntosh Growers--do you not?
Ayers: Yes, sir.

Abrams: Will you please make a statement of youl griev-

ances to the Commission?
Ayer: Yes, sir; I will take a very short time and a very

few words, 1 think.
Commissioner Knapp: VV here is your section?

Ayer: McIntosh, about 21 miles south of Gainesville. All

that has been said of Gainesville applies to McIntosh, with

the additional freight from McIntosh to Gainesville. I have

been in the vegetable business there 10 or 12 years. I own a

good many hundred acres of land. I worked with tenants

before I went on the farm myself. We had a rate in 1886

and 1881 of 27 cents on bushel crates from McIntosh to New

York, and the rates, as I recollect, on barrel crates were 56
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cents on cabbage and 23 Cents on small tomatoes. I forget
whether it was in 1886 or 1887. I had tenants then and I re-
member paying those rates. I think the railroad men here * 
will verify these facts that from McIntosh to Gainesville the ' i
distance is only 21 miles, and we pay 10 cents on bushel 
freights and 20 cents on barrel freights from McIntosh to I
Gainesville. We put our tomatoes 600 crates in a car. That
is $60 a car on tomatoes, and it is about $40 a car on cabbage
for pulling it 21 miles. We got last year--the G. & 0. road
was run in there from Gainesville and two roads had agents
there competing for the Ireight-they gave ius a rebate of 5
cents. There was no sEcret about it; they gave it to every
body, 5 cents on bushel crates and 10 cents on barrel crates.
This year-I am not prepared to say how-but they found it
more to their advantage to give this rebate to each other than -
to give it to us. Any how, they have taken it off. i

Commissioner Clements--What is the G & .G,','
Ayer-The Gainesville and Gulf. It makes no differ- -

ence now which road we ship by, the freights are the same. I 
heard you speaking to these gentlemen about the average 
prices. Take tour years back on cabbage-in 1894 we made
a very large cabbage crop, and it did not pay for the crates, 

In 1895 the treeze camine and wiped it out. The railroad, 
it is true, got nothing, but we had all our fertilizers and '
money which we hadl invested in those sorts of things before i
the freeze came along, and we had our labor which was lost- ;
In 1896 we sold our cabbage, as I figure it out at about $1.25
net f. o. b. at the train right along. We had no trouble. This ; I S
year not one of us have got pay for our crates. It costs us 
$40 with the stiietest economy to furnish crates to load a car. 
We have lost our crates and our work. I have a pocket full 
of account sales. You will find that not one man in a dozen -
has got back the actual cost of the crate he put in, and all the i
other work is lost. To-day gentlemen, there are not acres, 
but there are miles of cabbage rotting in the field at McIntosh 
and in that vicinity, and I suppose there are many hundred l
people that would like to get them. I had a shipment to K!
Charlotte, N. C., I have the account sales there of one car. 
The freight to Charlotte was $1.14 on 240 crates that is $270. ,
It di I not pay freight. It was $40 or $50 out of our pockets
and we quit shipping.

Commissioner Clements-When you speak of the price in , 
the market this year, you mean the market at New York, do ' 
vou not?

Ayer-Yes sir; and the other places, now gentlemen,! want 
you to figure on that a little. In the four years we got on an
average 311 cents for our cabbage. That is, in four yeaas. , 

Ak
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In the meantime, the railroads lost no year for the freeze. 9

They did not lose anylhini-, except their profits. Tbey made 
an average that year ot $3.00. Our profits are as compared
with theirs as 30 cents is to $3.00. When they talk about
facilities, who gets the advantage of the facilities? When
they get it all, to whose advantage are the facilities? I sup- 
pose it is done for the grower of course. 

Commissioner Prouty-Yon think they ought to pool with
yon? 

Ayer: I will sign a contract that if they will give the freight
I will furnish the package, make and load the traffic and I will
plant 900 acres of vegetables. These men are intelligent
men. These railroad men know our condition. I had a high 
official tell me that some of my neighbors had not paid for
their fertilizers. It is their business to know it, just as it is a
bank's business to know its customers. I do not know the
principle on which the railroads work, but the idea of killing
out the business, I cannot understand it, except that the ad-
vertisements bring new men in, and as you starve us out you
can till our places with others. I know that if I worked the
same principle on my vegetables with my tenants, I could
not get a man to work for me. The railroads compel me to
work for them under the same terms and conditions that no
free nigger in the State of Florida would work for me. They
say to us, "we will take what satisfies us, and give the rest
to you." Now, as to the service, we have had cars that
ought to go in three or four days twelve days in going to
New York. Let me say here, that since the decision of the
court that the initial road is not responsible, but that we must
bring suit against the road on which the delay or damage
ocecurs, that virtually bars us out. We cannot sue every road
between here and Chicago and every road between here and
New York. We cannot bring suit to recover against all
those roads. And they have whatever the vegetables bring.
There is car load after car load that will not pay freight. We
sell it and take what it will bring. They have the first lien,
and they take that out, and do not even give us our propor-
tion of the transportation, because we hauled it a mile or two
They do not even give us that. I was formerly in the orange
business, but we were frozen out. Before that time
I worked on shares with my tenants. Since then
I have been planting and working on shares and
trading jack-knives and everything I could to make
a living. The oranges are gone, and it seems to me
you gentlemen are trying to make the vegetable business
pay up all losses. Here were 5,000,000 boxes of oraies
going out. Do the railroads propose to make the vegetable
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growers pay for the deficiency or loss on the oranges? We,-
cannot pay the freight you lost on 5,000,000 boxes of ,_
oranges; we cannot do it. It reminds me, if you will excuse- 
me, to illustrate my point, of the man who once rented an ins' i''
in the old stage coach days. He paid $150 a year for the inn. i
He moved his family in. ' 

Chairman Did he pay it in vegetables?
Ayer-Oh, no; that would be cheap enough. The travel

was in some way diverted from that direction, and towards
the end of the year, one man drove up with a pair of horses
and a buggy, and put up for the night. The next morningg
he asked for his bill. The landlord said: "When I rented this
inn, I made up my mind that all I would ask of my patrons
would be to pay the rent. Do you not think the public ought
to pay the rent, of the house?" The traveler replied that be- het
thought that that was reasonable. "Well,"' said the inn
keeper, "your bill is $150. You are the first customer I have- | 
bad." That seems to be the principle on which the rail-
roads seem to be working in this matter of vegetable rates. ; I i

Chairman You mean, that when there are no oranges the-
railroads live on the vegetable business?

Ayer-I suppose so. And if it takes all we make, as it- i

seems to, it is all the same. How can we make anything at.
thirty-three cents when it costs forty cents to make a barre d
of cabbage. Last vear we did make money. I say it ir.!
justice to the railroads. We made money last year on cab- '
bage, but this is one year in four.

Vegetables have steadily declined year after year. And L. |
cannot see how the service is better. If you examine the crate 
I think you will find they are no better. We have not 
brought suit, We cannot sue every road between here and'- . .
New York. I would like to bring suit for several car loads ' '

that myself and my neighbors have lost. I suppose it is. 
claimed that the service is better because no suits have beenD 
brought the service, it seems some, does not seem to be any 
better now than it was then.

Commissioner Prouty: Do they charge you more since the 
freeze?

Ayer: Yes, sir; they go up every year a little, They fig-- 
ure how much milk there is in the cocoanut.

Chairman: Do you want to leave those papers with us? * !
Ayer: Yes, sir; they are nothing but account sales. l .
Commissioner Clements: You spoKe of the cost of thaff 

barrpl crate?
Aver: I say that is a very low cost. We cannot do it ficr 

that. It cost about $40 to load a car. ?, r

74 x
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Commissioner Clements: You mean by the crate?
Aver: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: That includes growingthe cab-

bage?
Aver: No, sir; cutting the cabbage and loading the car;

the crate costs about 121 cents. Then you cut, haul and load
into the car.

Commissioners Clements: Have you made any estimate of
what it costs to make and load the cabbage, the whole cost?

Ayer: Yres, sir; the actual cost to make a barrel of cabhsge
and put it in, I figured it out with Captain Light, I have for-
gotten the figures.

Commlissioner Clements-Tbe rates are much lower to Chi-
cago than they are to New York, are they not?

Aver-Yles, sir; in car loads.
Commissioner Clements-Why do you not send them to

Chicago?
Ayer-We have sent them everywhere, where wve thought

the market was open.
Commissioner Clements-What is the result in Chicago,

which keens you from utilizing that mnlarkel?
Ayer-Those of us who shipped there got nothing on the

shiptnent.
Commissioner Clements-Is that because they will not

bring as much in Chicago as in New York?
Ayer-They have not brought much more than freight any-

ivhere. TLis year it has been pretty much the same-$l to
$1.25.

Abrams-Would it not be glutting the western market if
you sent all your produce there?

Ayer-Not if it was dispatched to all the small towns, but
when it is crowded all into Chicago it would,

Abrams-Tbe rate is higher from Gainesville to New York
than it is from here?

Ayelr-Yes, sil; as a general thing
W. D. Evans, having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
Abrams---Mr. Evans, I wish you would make a statement

to the Commission of the grievances complained of?
Evans--I expected to present quite a quantity of evidence-

documentary evidence, but I failed to get it to-day, from the
fact that I left home before it was fully prepared, but it will
reach here to-night and I ask that it be placed in evidence.
If my statements are in contradiction of the statistics, why
of course, I expect that it will be eliminatkd.

Chfairman-Will you be kind enough to give us you; resi-
dence?
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E vans-Evanston.
Commissioner Knapp-In what section is that? -
Evans--That is in South Alachua, on Like Orange. 
Commissioner Clements-On what road are you? i 
Evans-On the Florida Southern. .'

Commissioner Clements-That is part of what system? . B
Evans-Ot the Plant System; it is 17 or 18 miles below 

'Gainesville.
Chairman-In that same vegetable region?
Evans-Yes, sir; three miles above Mclntosh. I visited

Florida as far back as 1881 and grew a few vegetables that
season and trom that time until 1885, I believe, I grew no
more, but I remember very distinctly shipping across the
lake and paying from 2t to 30 cents a crate. That. I think, -
I will be able to show by these statistics which will reach K
here to-night. In 1886, if 1 remember correctly, or near that ' 
time, when we had a fairly good cabbage crop-1886 to 
1888-the prices weie certainly raised upon us after we . " 

planted the crop and it was almost matured. From 60 or ;*
*65 cents to 80 cents a crate. That is by steamerfrom Savan- 
nah.

Chairman:. By rail to Savannah and then from Savannah .
'by steamer? ' 

Evans: By rail to Savannah and then by steamer. After ' 
the connections were made by rail we were charged by one T '

line, $1.02 to New York, and the other, I believe, $1.06, which 
will appear from the sworn evidence of an agent who will for- - , 
ward the papers here. The A. C. D., I believe, is $1.02 or 
the A. C. L. ant the other is $1 .06-that is in less than ca 
load lots. It is 97 cents in car load lots all rail and 84 cents ;
by steamer. That is the present price which has prevailed 
for several years, six or eight years. 

Chairman: Has there been some changes in the rates in the 
last two or three year,? 

Evans: No, sir; no change except anadditional six cents ' 
that was put on this season. Six cents was added to those 
rates this season, but that has been taken off after remon- 
strance by the growers and the rate now is the same as for
the last several years. Now, perhaps it is not entirely clear
up to this point, as to the size or capacity of the crates used
at present as compared with those of 1888, and along to 1890. ,
The difference is scarcely appreciable at all. 
I think there is about 60 cubic inches difference ;
between a crate of 1888 and 1897, which would perhaps r
be equal to an ordinary cabbage. If it is four inches through 
in every direction it would be 64 inches cube, I believe that
is proper calculation. Besides that, the crates are different 
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in size, owing to the mills where they have been cut. That
was so in 1888, and it is so still. They are not uniformly
cut, but they were all the same size, almost exactly. The
McIntosh crate is 12x20x36. We had a standard crate in
1889, 12x18x36, and another size 11x20x39, so that the difier-
enee in crates is scarcely appreciable at all. I would state
that the average crate-as I have weighed a good many-the
heaviest I ever weighed, and I packed it wvith care, and re-
garded the cabbage as fine as any I ever saw, last season, I
packed that crate and it weighed 141 or 142 pounds, and it

was an extra crate. Many of my own cabbage I put up my-
sel", but I think the average crate weighs about 125 pounds.
That is the average crate, and has been for a number of years.

Now unless they weigh 125 pounds, taking off the crate, in
certain markets they will not be received, and they have been
reported back to us, in some instances, as being less than 100
pounds of cabbage, taking off the crate. Again, if they weigh
more than 100 pounds, in shipping beyond the river to the
West and ether points, we are charged extra freight, addi-
tional freight. We have been so charged to Chicago, and that
accounts for the small shipments we have made. Perhaps
that is all that I need state in regard to the cabbage crates.
It has been testified as to the production of cabbage for the
last fonr vears. We have had an average experience in that line;
1894 was perhaps an over-production. We received nothing. In
1895 they were killed. In 1896 we had a fairly good
year. This season has been almost a total failure. I know a
man who produced about 10,000 or 12,000 crates. It is not
an overestimate. He shipped about 4,000 crates. I think
the shipment brongh him about $1000 into debt, and the
balance he had thrown away.

Chairman-You call the vegetable season from December
to Ma-?

Evans-Yes sir; it extends the 1st of July, including
tomatoes.

Chairman-When you say 1896 do you mean a part of two
years, or do you mean 1896?

Evans-The cabbage was set out in November mostly and
matured in February 1897.

Chairman-Do you call that the crop of 1897?
Evans-Yes the crop of 1897 when we harvest it.
Commissioner Clements-I did not quite understand you

about the outcome of that man's shipments?
Evans-He shipped about 4,000 crates and it broueht him

in debt about $1,000. That does not include lertiliz r?, et,.
That is the cost after the cutting was $1,000. 0

Commissioner Clements-More than he got out of it?
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Evans-Yes sir; that is the cost of cutting, crating and

delivering at the depot. Then, there was the large part of __

the crop he lost. Other circumstances need not be spoken of '
atall.- 

The commission will pardon me it I speak briefly that from j 
1881 when I had some little experience in the business a few ^

mouths, but not again until 1885; the production of every kind of

vegetable, perhaps, has increased at least five-fold, probably

more than that--fromn five to ten-fold. The railroads were

being constructed in our country at that time, and we encour-

-aged them. We gave them lands. I need not mention that,
but we did, and we gave them liberally. The railroad ran

through a mile or two of very valuable land of mine and

others, and they promised that when we grew more vegeta-
bles that the rates that then existed would be reduced; that _

whenever the production of the country would justify the .

reduction of rates, that that reduction would come. 
Chairman-Are those gentlemen who made those promises ] 

here vet? ; '
Evans--The roads have been transferred several times. 

Chairman--Probably those gentlemen got broke before you ' 

-did.
Evans--I do not think they went into liquidation. I think , 

they found a bonanza in it, and sold out at a liberal profit., 
The State of Florida also gave them liberally of their lands. 

Chairman-H-ave you had any experience in the growth of

orangt s?
Evans--Yes, sir. 
Chairman-In the years next before this freeze?
Evans-Yes, sii; I had several orange crops.
Chairman-How was that as to oranges? 1
Evans--We were grumbling most of the time, but we were 

in a better situation then than at present. Since you mention .
the orange, for a number of years we paid to Gainesville 25 l;

cents a box on oranges, and from Gainesville to New York i

20 cents; smaller crates, 15 cents a box to Gainesville, and 25

cents trom lthere to New York. A number of growers some 

half dozen years ago--from 1887 to 1889-met with a com 
mission that we had, and that was corrected to 

some extent, so that we do not pay as much now as formerly 
--9 cents a box for eighteen uiles. That is a matter of his-

torv. We pay now 20 cents a box on cabbage to Gainesville, 
without the privilege of counting them. We have been , 

denied that privilege. I have had one or two cars lost when l i

I have had them directed over other lines, and have never 

been able to make any recovery for them. 
Baxter: As I understand, a certain per cent. of the vege- 

All
J,



11f4

tables produced in your locality, are carried to New York alP

rail, and a certain other percentage is carried by rail to Savan-

nah and thence by steamer to New York. Caan von give

the percentage carried all-rail and what the percentage by.

rail and water?
Evans: No, Sir; I Could not do so, only comparatively.
Baxter: I onliv want your best estimate?
Evans: I think that more cabbage, perhaps a little over

50 per cent. of the cabbage, would go by steamer from Sa-

vannah oricyinally, but when the season advances, we shin

all rail. We are afraid of the steamers. Our cabbages fre-

quently get crowded and heated after a certain time has ex--

pired in snipping theim; then, we ship all rail. This season,

we have not been under the necessity, because wev have not

shipped cabbage.
Baxter: Well, now, when the season is such that you can

ship by steamer without injullillg your cabbage, what percen-

tage during that period is carried all rail, and what percentage
by rail and water?

Evans: Something over 50 per cent. of the cabb3ge crop-
and the beans are sent all rail.

Baxter: They come in later?
Evans: Yes, sir; they come all rail. When the price will

justify, we send by express. When the prices range very

low, we ship b v steamer.
Baxter: Before the season is advanced so far that it bi-

comes dangerous to ship by steamer, do you find the steamer

service satibfactorv? IMi that time of year when it is cool

enough to ship by steamer from Savannah, is that service

satisfactory to you?
Evans: Yes, sir; mostly so. Occasionally wve have some

heated goods. I have townVII a good many cases.

Baxter: Bunt as a general rule is it satisfactory?
Evans: Generally, they carry fairly well, but in some in-

stances they arrive in New York injured from the transit

across the water.
Baxter: Where the goods arrive there in New York in an

unsaleable condition, is it the custom to charge freight or

does the railroad abandon the freight?
Evans: If they are totally worthless they are thrown over-

board, unless they accompany other goods that will bring

freight. If we ship tomatoes and beans, or beans and cab-

bage, or beans and other vegetables, and one arrives in an

unsaleable condition and the other arrives in a saleable con-

dition, one is sold to redeem the other; the good is sold to

redeem the bad. In some cases they are thrown overboard.

Baxter: Where they are thrown overboard, the trarspor-
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tation line does not charge the shipper any fi eight at all,.

does ii?
Evans: No, sir; a good many bills have been returned to

us for a deffciency in freight.
Baxter: That was not in cases where the freight was

thrown overboard? i

Evans: Where all the freight was thrown over in later J-
years that has not occurred.

Baxter: You gave an instance a while ago of some gentle-
man who shipped 4000 crates and lost a thousand dollars, I

believe you said, on the whole transaction of shipping only.
Baxter: There is no part of that that is represented by

freight charges, is there?

Evans: I do not know what freight he paid, but he lost that
amount on cutting and delivering at the station.

Baxter: What is your estimate as to what it costs, ordi- i 
narily, to produce a crate of cabbage, that you have been speak- F>t
ing of, I mean to produce it ready to be harvested and cut. 
and packed for shipment, counting the rent ot land or your i 
labor? , 

Evans: From $15 to $20 a hundred crates. Twenty cents' '

would produce cabbage under favorably circumstances-a -

barrel of cabbage. 
Baxter: That is the same as a crate? 
Evans: Yes, sir. ,
Baxter: You spoke about there having baen an increase of .-

production of from 5 to 10 fold. Within what period has that. 

increase occurred? -

Evans-Between the years 1882 and 1897. I said from 
one to five or even ten fold. l i

Barter-Did that increase occur gradually along those - ;

years or has it occurred reeently? 
Evans-It has been gradually growing and within the last * r?

two or three years there has been a larger area planted in 
vegetables because of the killing of the orange trees. 

Baxter-Do you find it the case nearly every year that .

there i an over-poduction, or is it only occasionally that 

you produce more vegetables then you can market? Last- 
year was a satisfactory year, I understand? 

Evans-Yes sir; only on cabbage. The smaller vegetables
brought nothing. 

BaxterThat year on cabbage the market in the North or -

wherever you shipped the market was not glutted? 
Evans-The West took largely of our cabbage and we sold;

them largely at our depots.
Baxter-The vegetable growers of Florida, I see they hav&e

Il

-. _ A
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erganizations, etc., have they agents in the Northern, North-
eastern or Western cities, to ascertain daily the amount of
vegetables that those particular markets will take and tele-
graph to you, how many cars to ship to this, that, or the
cther market?

Evan--No sir; not generally. We have telegraphic com-
nunication, though, with all the cities of the West that we
can reach daily. That is, we have agents here who buy or

*we have those interested in selling their vegetables, and we
very often have a half dozen telegrams to our little places of
shipping during the shipping season.

Baxter-During this season that the business has been de-
veloping, have you any collection of statistics by which the
-regetcable growers of Florida can ascertain what quantity of
vegetables the next year will probably take up. For instance,
did you all know down here that there was a surplus of cab-
bages left over in the North from last year when you planted
that crop?

Evans-We had only limited information on that score.
Baxter-Have you any agreements or arrangements among

yourselves by which, when you know, for instance, that the
Nesw York maiket will take 5, 10 or 20 cars, as to who will
ship them?

Evans-I do not think we do things so systematically. We
hiave no combinations.

Baxter-Have you bureaus of information from which men
can find out how much to raise and how iRuch not to raise,
or do you go in and every man raise as much as he wants to?

Evans-We have not been able to impose any restraints
upon it, but we are governed to some extent upon the Infor-
inatior we receive from the Northwest and East.

Baxter-Does it come from your commission merchants?
Evans-Our commission merchants and others. We are

in correspondence with St. Louis, New York and Boston.
Basyer-Do they send out prices current from day to day?
Evans-Yes, sir; during the season, almost a daily telegram.
Commissioner Clements: How much does an empty barrel

::rate weigh?
Evans: About 20 to 25 pounds.
Commissioner Clements: There are about 100 pounds of

cabbage in ii?
E vans: Yes, sir; that is about the average. That is what

wt? expect them to weigh.
Commissioner Clements: What do you say it costs to grow

a crate ready to harvest?
Evans: Twenty cents, I say, under favorable circunmstaa-
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ces, to grow a orate of cabbage; $20 per hundred, and $25 to
cut, crate and deliver them at our depots.

Commissioner Clements: Thtat would be $45? 

Evans: Forty-five cents per crate; yes, sir. Let me state
to the commission-you asked me, Mr. Baxter, if the railroads ]
lost their freights to New York. We have repeatedly ap- '
proached the railroad officials, proposing to guarantee all the 
freight, to prepay it if they would reduce the rates and make

' them reasonable. We did that in Atlanta last October. I
chanced to be at Atlanta, and had had correspondence with

i Colonel Papy, which induced me to go. Upon his invitation,

I went to Atlanta to meet that traffic association. I told him
that we were too poor to bear our expenses,and so we were,that
he would please give us transportation. He did so, as far as
his road extended, so we managed to visit the exposition.
We made that proposition again. We repeated the proposi- 't

tion to prepay all our freight if we could have reasonable .i

transportation, but it was refused., te
Commissioner Knapp; What rate did you ask for, then? .
Evans: From 25 to 33 per cent. We thooght from 33 toI'

50 percent. reduction would be right. I believe that the :;|

transportation companies, if we give them plenty to carry, Il

-can afford to haul a car from here to New York for $100. 
!* Commissioner Knapp: Do you agree with another wit-

ness who stated that in his opinion a reduction of rates

would not increase the volume of shipments? 
Evans: I think it would, very materially, if we had the

ability to plant. We are prostrated now. 
Commissioner Knapp: You do think that a reduced rate I 

would stimulate the volume of shipments? ' 

Evans: Yes, sir; I think so. That is natural to suppose. -
It has been very remarkable to me, a very strange thing, that 

the railroad companies have not seen before now that every i 

j mule that they would introduce into the vegetable business 
would yield to that railroad $1,000 in rates from here to New

York.
Commissioner Knapp: Every what? 
Evans: Every mule introduced on a vegetable farm. The 

statistics will show that some males produce $1,000 worth of ';

freight. It those statistics are not presented to this commis-

sion, what I say may go for naught. I hope the papers will ;

reach here to-night. We pay not . less when we have any- 

thing like a successful season than $1,000 to $1,500 for every; 
mule or horse we work on our farm. 

Commissioner Clements: What other freight is produced ii 

in considerable quantities in this country? V 
Evans: Lumber is very considerable in quantity and, until i I



1178

recently, the hauling of phlsphate. The jettieq about this
place have required a good deal of r(nc. T.lat is iocal
trade.

Commissioner Clements: Is there alny considerable quan-
tity of cotton?

Evans: Oh, (no; not much cotton; that does not amount to
much.

Commissionelr Clements: WThat stood in the way--do you
know what stood ill the way of a reduction of these rates
when you went to Atlanta on Mr. Papy's suggestion?

Evans: The impression crleated on ny mind, and I thinkl; it
is a correct one--the impression upon my mindwas that no
one of the roads could- venture to cive us low rates, that there
was an agreement with that Association upon freight rates.

Col1mmissioner Clements: How did you get that im-
plresion?

Evans: From Col. Hayne and Col. Papy. I had an intei-
view with both of them, and we were refused, here, and by
that traffic association, but they asked myself and other
geutlemen that visited them to state our grievances and
forwardl them. I did that myself to Col. Hayne, Col. Papy
and Mr. Penington.

Commissiouer Clements: Did either of them indicate their
willinguess to reduce the rates itf the otlers would agree
to it?

Evans: No. silr: in fact, Col. Pal)y said that the rates couldi
not possibly be redclued East. He was very positive in that
declaration, bht he thought tlere might possibty be a reduc-
tion \est, in less than carload lots; up to that time the
rates were so high that thev amounted to an extortin.

DuBignon: You live at Evalstoll, on the Florida Southern,
iMr. EvanLs?

Evans;: Yes, sir.
DiBigoon: I wmonld like you to state what is the charceter

of the servine afforded by the Florida Soutlhern f-r handling
that trafflc doring tile veaetable season?

Evans: I think it is fairly good.
Duhignon: How manLy daily trains do they handle for

voll ill that service'?
Evans: Freitht trains?
DuBignon: Yes, sir.
Evans: Well, there are more same seasons than others:

and at cirtain periods durinog the season, during the cabbage
Feason, mwe requile more trains.

DaBinlon: low have they accommodated themselves as
to stops f.ir the convenierce of the producerl? How many
stops would they make? For instance, take Reddick; how far



1179

is that from Millwood, the next station--about a mile and a
balf or two miles?

Evans: Yes, sir.
DuBignon: And Oak Lawn; that is not very far, is it?
Evans: No, sir; that is not far.

DuBignon: They stop at shortly intervening points, and l tL
have platforms there for the accommodation of the traffic,
do they nol?

Evans: Yes, sir; it is seven miles from my station to
the next one.

DuBignon: You have no complaint of the character of
the service, have you?

Evans: No, sir; for the most part, we have not nlade

any complaint of that. It has not been so good until re-

cently; very recently the fast freight has been put on, not
until most of our cabbage was decayed in the fields.

DuBignon: There was no market in the eastern cities
thiR year, was there?

Evans: No, sir; no market.
tluBignon: That did not affect you, then, to any extent?

Evans: No, sir; I suppose it did not, except in a few in-

stances where thev were very slow in reaching the market. 

DuBignon: I did not catch your answer to a question of
one ot the commissioners. What do you think ought to be

the cut in this rate?
Evans: From 33 per cent. to 50 per cent.
DLuBignon: Do you think the railroads could make money 

at that?
Evans: I think that would enable us to some extent to 

rt cuperate.
DuBianon: What makes you think that that be profitable 

to the railroads?
Evans: Tle vegetable grower from California can ship his

oranges across the continent, 3,000 miles, and deliver them 

in the Elst.in competition with ours. If across that mnoun-

tainous route they can be delivered at Philadelphia, New

York and elsewhere for the sum that we can ship them there, 

I do not know wily our roads cannot ;itbord some reductions,
Duflignon: You know nothing of the local conditions ex-

cept a mere matter of inference about those rates? 
Evans: No, sir.
DuBignon: 'Ihis Florida Southern road runs through a i

thickly settled country, does it not? 
Evans: Yes, sir.
DnBignon: What else is there to support a railroad?
Evans: Before our oranges were killed, I think the ton- 

nave from Florida, taking the inhabitants into consideration,

,ij

' ..!
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was two or three times as much as that as that of anv other
state. It took more to move our orange crop from Florida
than two cotton crops from the great state of Georgia.

DuBignon-I undeistand that. I am speaking more
particularly of local business along the line of the road other
than this special crop, whether oranges or vegetables.

Evans-Tbere may be a dearth at this time in that busi-
ness-I think so. It was pretty active.

DuBignon-Local business.
Evans-Yes sir.
DuBignon-What did it consit of?
Evans-Largely of building material, lumber, tilling and

*various other materials. All the flour we consume comes
fiom another State.

DuBignon-Are there many Iccal industries along the line
-of that road?

Evans-No, I do not think they are very numerous.
Duflignon-Is there much passenger traffic along the line

of that road?
Evans-Only during the winter season. We have had

quite a travel this season. The Plant System has put on
some additional lines. I think they are running three or four
passenger trains daily now in both directions. They have
increased their passenger facilities very much.

DuBignon-That is al'.
Evans-I do not know that I can add anything to

what I have already said.
Abrams: There is one thing that we should a'k the

Commission, and it is to require of all the respondents a
statement of the proportional divisions made in these freight
rates. I think if that is placed before the Commission it will
probably throw a great deal of light upon the matter and en-
able the Commission to better uniderstand the necessity for
this reduction.

The Chairian: When some of these gentlemen come upon
the stand, we will ask them. They have been very free to
give those statistics. They have not in any instance denied
that, and I presume they will not.

Abram>: Does the Commission desire to go. on further
now? I have quite a number of additional witnesses.

The Chairman: Well, you may call another witness.
Abrams: I will call Mr. Darby.
T. A. Darby having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
Darby: I beard the gentleman, Mr. Du'Bignon, ask, a few

minutes ago, if there was a reduced rate, whether or not it
would increase the product, and another question he asked.
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Du'Bignon: I did not ask that question. Mr. Baxter
asked it.

Darby: Another question was asked as to the local condi- 
tion. I believe it was stated that there was no local traffic
on these roads--no enterprise. That is true. But there have ' 
been enterprises started. The industry started, there, now is . -in
to raise vegetables, but when they do not get anything for 
the vegetables they cannot expect their road to have these or
other industries, because it. is discouraging. I participated in
the organization of the orange growers. I was interested in
in oranges and advocated a restriction of shipment, contend-
ing that a glut in the market was detrimental to the grow-
er as a high rate of freight, and that a high rate of freight
sometimes prevented these gluts, because, being perishable,
an accumulation of vegetables at any place would break down , i
the market. I contend that a high rate of freight would pre- I
vent them from shipping there. I went into the question i
very carefully. By the rates they give, making basing points '
and concentrating all the shipments at that point, they make ' j
a glut there, whereas, if they reduce the rates at intermedi- 'i
points the freight would be distributed broadcast over the ''
country. Now, they speak about service. They give the 
same service that they would give for logs. If I had a train- '
load of logs they A'ill send a special train there to get it. .
The rate they charge on this freight justifies special service, '
and the rate they ask is more, in consideration of the freight ! '
carried than any other class of freight they handle. I contend.
that there is an error, a serious error, in the State '
of Florida, because it is impossible for the
railroads to have a back-treight when the parties that ship '
the ou't going freight do not get enough to buy from the Eastern ; '
markets. It' they reduce rates on outgoing freight, it wouldi r
leave the producer with a certain amount of purchasing H
power, so that he could buy some of the luxuries of the l
Eastern markets, and they would get it coming South. With '
all due deference to the gentlemen who have studied freight '
rates, and when they state that freight rates are like a fabric, F 
they cannot be dikturbed at any point without a disturbance '
of the whole system, with all due deference to them, I think
that they would benefit Floida more if they would decide to
charge more on vegetables coming into Florida and less on 'i
those going out. We might as well be frank. There is no 
use trying to contend that there is no error in this State. 
We have a territory of 38,400,000 acres of land, and there is 
less than 1,000,000 under cultivation, and that 1,000,000 acres - l
of land produces products enough, and I cite you to Poor's ;
Manual, to pay dividends on some of the stocks of these -

-I
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railroads and interest on the bonded debt of some of them,
which is about $25,000 a mile, I forget the rate, and I ven-
ture the assertion that, with the exception of some of
these late improvements, that any one of their railroads can
be paralleled for $10,000 a mile. Now, they ask for
this one industry, or a lew industries, to pay the fixed
charges on a bonded indebtedness that is all the
way from 100 per cent. to 200 per cent. greater
than its original cost. I aided, one time, in the con-
struction of a railroad, and have been interested in railroads.
I was president of the Atlantic and Western Railroad-a
very short road. I have land in the State of Florida, am
Interested in orange groves and recognize that the railroads
and the people of the State of Florida are partners. It is just
as essential for the people of Florida to have the railroad as
it is for the railroad to have freight, and I know very well
that the people cannot prosper unless the railroads prosper.
But there is a condition, and I think you have got pretty
near it now. where the railroads, to be permitted to arbitra-
rily fix rates to meet some fabulous fixed charges, will create 
a serious drawback to the people of this State. I was with
the aentlemen at the conference in Atlanta in regard to the
freight rate on oranges, and I contended that we ought to
have a less rate I think the freight rate Irom the Mediter-
ranian then was about 20 or 25 cents, and we thought we
ought to get rates for 25 or 30 cents to New Yo k. I met
Mr. Papy and discussed the question with him. We tried to
get a delegation to go before the Southern Railroad Associa-
tion, as the gentlemen told us here that it was impossible for
them to reduce the rates, because the conneettng lines would
not participate in the reduction. Now, they have a system,
and I think I state this righlt--of course I do not know abjut
all basing points. They have a basing point. I think, at
Sanford, and one at Baldwin, I believe. Thtiese basing points,
if they are put at certain places, give a through rate to and
from these places. As was demonstrated at the Hampton
hearing here this morning, they will carry freight by Hamp-
ton to the basing point and bring it back again to Hampton
at a less rate than if it was put off at Hampton in the first
instance.

I do not know that I have anything else to say, unless
you, gentlemen, want to ask me some questions.

DuBignoi: Between what points did the railroad you
were connected with run?

Darby: From St. Johns river to New Smyrna.
DuBiguon: I never heard of it.
Darby: It was very short.
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DuBignon: Is it a part of the Flagler system?
Darby, Yes, sir.
Chairtan: Mr. Darby, where is your borne?
Darby: Palatka; I live about three miles trom Palatka.
Commissioner Clements: Something has ben said of the

rates into Florida from Northern and Eastern cities, partic-
ularly on potatoes. IR there any movement of potatoes to
Florida from the North?,

Darby: In certain seasons of the year they have new
potatoes when ours are gone. The same is true of cabbage.
We ship in some cabbage.

Commissioner Clements: Is that any considerable move-
ment, or is it very .small?

Darby: At certain seasons it amounts to something. I
could not state exactly how mucnh, but I think I have seen
Northern cabbage in nearly all of our villages.

Commissioner Clemeut3: And that occurs at what time o
the vear?

Darby: Well, when our potatoes are gone, mostly.
You see, the Irish potato industry has only been a late in-
dustry in the State lo any extent.

Commissioner Clemenis: In the spring you ship out?
Mr. Darbk: No, we ship out in the witter.
Commissioner Clemenis: When do you sbip in?
Dab5 : In the summer.
Baxter: You seem to have given a great deal of study to

the subject. Can yol tell me approximately what proportion
of the Florida traffic-I mean, not only the vegetable traffic
bu vour lumber and everything produced in F'lorida-how
much) moves by water and how much by rail Your State
seems to have a griat many ports and navigable rivers in it?

Darby: Well, if you mean to take the whole State, Pen-
sacola, and. around on the gulf side, I should suppose you
would include lumber and everythine?

Baxer: Yes, sir; all the productions of the State.
Darby: Well, I suppose 50 per cent. any how; yes, pos-

sibly 66 2 3 per cent. of it moves by water.
Baxter: That would htave between .50 per cent. and 33

per ceat by railroad?
Darby: Yes, sir; that is in tonnage, not in point of value,

because if you take lumber buiness it is very bulky, and there
is a very large proporti in of it that goes by Pensacola that
never strikes the rail. It comes down the Rues river.

Baxter-Your most valuable traffic is the vegetable and
orange traffic, that is, when you have oranges.

Darby--Yes, sir; vegetables and oranges, and cotton. We
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have quite a fish industry, too. That has to move. That is
the bulkof it.

Baxter-Take the valuable products you have mentioned.
What proportion of those do you suppose move by rail and
what proportion by water?

Darby--If you mean all rail it will be impossible for me to
say, but all of it is moved partly by rail, is started by rail.
None of it goes ail water.

Baxter--All rail movement, practically, to Savannah, and
from there by water?

Darby-Yes, sir'; I think so. Here is the Clyde Line.
(illustrating). They have a steamer here, and have the
ability to build more steamers. Well, now, the freight that
naturally belongs to them is carried by here (illustrating)
that is, some of it, to Savannah. They do not charge any
more for carrying by rail than if they stopped it here. That
is, for instance, the rate is the same from any point by way
of the Ocean Steamship Company to New Yoik as it would
be by the Clyde. That would make a person in business
naturally infer that there must be some arrangement,
because why should the Clyde Line let the
freight pass by their door * and , go by
the Ocean Steamship Company. We know this, tbat we
started an independent line here. I think this testimony can
be gotten for you, and they cut the rate 30 cents, I think. It
is a matter of memory, but can be established. They cut it.
In place of 35 cents from here, I think they reduced it to 5
cents, but the oranges shipped over that line were not always
given to this independent steamnship line. The consequence
was that that line had to go out of business. We naturally
infer that thtere must be an arrangement with the Clyde Line
and the railroads of this State, that you must maintain this
rate and then we will protect your bills-of-lading in the
State, because the Clyde Steamship Line does not always
carry a full load from here. They stop at Charleston. It
would be to their benefit to start their ships direct from here
to New York and not stop any at Charleston, to cater to and
get the vegetable business.

It does not look like common carriers would let business
pass by them in that way unless there was some such arrange-
ment. - There is no competition. [ infer that men who build
ships and own ships running all over the world, you may say,
would not let that freight pass their door and stand an ad-
ditional railroad freight and go to a competing line unless
there was same arrangement between the competing line.

Abrams: Have you paid some attention to the vegetable
business and the volume of the shipments to the markets,
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generally of the North? When I say "North,"'I mean every-
thing north and west of Florida.

Darby: I think the first vegetables were raised oiks--
place in Alacaua county. It was a small industry. 

Abrams: Have you noticed the effect of a large prodne- P 
tion on the markets North? 

Darby. Certainly; if you glut the market it will reduce the
price.

Abrams: Is it or not a fact that below a certain figr-l
when vegetables fall to a certain figure there is practeically no
limit tothe market, so far as our production is concernead.
except so far as it is stopped by rates ot freight preventinm.
their further shipment?

Darby: Well, certainly. We produce vegetablesand they
do not produce them. If those vegetables could be gotto>
those consumers those vegetables would bring a price. I 

Abrams: Is it not a fact that when vegetables fall to a cer- 
tain price, say, in New York, there never have been sufflcient. r
to glut the market? 

Darby: Well, I will state that I recollect one time receiv-
ing a telegram not to ship any cucumbers. I bought, I thinkli
2,200 crates at 31 cents, shipped them right on the heel of that 1
notice about a glut, and when they got in there they were sold L
for $2.25--because the market rids itself of a glut very
rapidly. I am advocating this reduction of rates for my owm
interest, because I own land in Florida and it is only desir-- l
able to own land in the State of Florida on account of what it ' 
willprocluce. I suppose the railroads are running for their ij
interest the same as I am trying to take care of my i
landl. They maintain a rate in Florida because they have a
road that continues on through Georgia and South Carolina, i
and if thev were to reduce the rates in the State of Florida-_.. r
we could continue to ship our vegetables longer, but the ter- i
ritory they have in Georgia and South Carolina would not;
get the benefit then, because there would be that much mare -
of this product going to these Northern markets. I think tbey
are in error in this, because if they would give us a rate to -
these places and not attempt to make basing points and sbip 
everything to one place, or two or three places, this won'd l
scatter the products, and there would not be a glut at ainy
one place. There are certainly consumers enough for all ta ;

produce. I was speaking to one of the railroad offiloialia-I
will not mention his name--of the rate on strawbelrrles Y. 
believe the rate of freight for a basket of strawberries, a small
basket, is 3 cents. By express it is 6 cents, but the delay at- .

tached to the freight is such that a man cannot ship his str^aw- 
75 I'
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berries bly freight. He does ship them, though, by refriger-
ator and express car. I said the farmers cannot stand that
rate, because if you make them pay that price they cannot
pay commissions and for baskets, and sell in New York at
10 cents. If you would permit them to ship that much more
by reducing rates, they would have that much more money
in our country, and would buy something in the East or
West, and you would have a back freight. He said, if they
cannot pay that freight let them go out of the business. That
is where I obje-ct. I think we ought to have somebody to step
in and arbitrate this matter, and prevent any man saying to
400,000 population of this State: "You do what I say, let me
take what toll I please, or get out of the business."

Commissioner Yeomans: Was the crop this year larger
than last year?

Darby: We are not able to say.
Commissioner Yeomans: You. say they got over $1 net

last year; this year they do not get anything?
Darby: That I do not know. The other gentleman can

tell you more about that. Mr. Crown can tell you about it.
I was very extensively in the orange business and tried to
organize them to restrict the shipments and distribute the
freight.

Abrams: That is all Mr. Darby; I will call Mr. McLean.
J. N. McLean, having been duly sworn testified as follows:
AbramF: You represent the Manatee county shippers do

you not Mr. McLean?
McLean: Yes sir.
Commissioner Knapp: Where is that district?
McLean: On the Manatee river, 45 miles below Tampa.
Abrams: State to the commission the difference in rates

between 1884 and the present time.
McLean: What we proposed to do was to show that,

while there has been an increase in products, there has been
likewise an increase in transportation charges. In 1884-it
is practically the beginning of the industry in Manatee
county-we shipped 43,283 packages of fruit and vegetables,
and paid, to New York, 471 cents per crate, or 95 cents per
barrel; to Philadelphia, 50 cents per crate, or $1 per barrel;
to Washington, 47-T cents per crate, or 95 cents per barrel.

Commissioner Prouty: Is that all rail?

McLean: No, sir; we had no all rail route for shipping
at that time. To Washington it was 4Th cents per crate and
95 cents per barrel; to Baltimore, 47- cents per crate and 95
cents per barrel; to Cincinnati, 85 cents per crate and $i1.70
per barrel; to St. Louis, 90 cents per crate and $1.80 per bar-
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7tel, and to Chicago, 95 cents per crate and $1.90 per barrel.
Beginning January 1 and ending December 31, 1891, we
shipped 143,81.9 packages, at the following rates per crate:
New York, 55 cents; Philadelphia, 57 cents; Baltimore, 55
*ents; St. Louis, 31k cents; Cincinnati, 30 cents; Chicago, 324

oents; Kansas City, 34 cents. Beginning January 1 and end-
ing December 31, 1896, we shipped 500,299 packages, at the
following rates per crate: New York, 68 cents; Philadelphia,
i5 cents; baltimore, 64 cents; Washington, 65 cents; St.
Louis, 44 cents; Cincinnati, 40 cents; Chicago, 49 cents, and
Kansas City, 51 cents.

Commissioner Prouty: Are those all rail or rail and
water rates?

McLean: To these western points, St. Louis, Chicago,
Cincinnati and Kansas City, it was via. steamship to Mobile.

Commissioner Yeomans: What year was that? 
McLean: 1896; last year. These other rates are all rail, ' 

except from our place of business they strike the rail after 
about a 50 mile water haul. Now, this year we have a pros-

i pect of just as much increase as usual in the number of crates
-aud we have had still further increase of rates.

Commissioner Yeomans: low much? 
McLean: Three cents per crate, or six cents per barrel.

Last season we paid to St. Louis 44 cents per crate and 88 
-cents per barel; this season the rate is 47 cents per crate
and 94 cents per barrel.

Abrams: Have you ever had anything to do with cabbage? 
McLean: Yes, sir.
Abrams: Do you grow cabbage?
McLean: We grow a good many.
Abrams: Do vou use barrel orates? 
McLean: Yes;, sir. ; i

Abrams: What size crate do you use?
McLean: 12-20-36 inches.
Abrams: Have you ever weighed any of those barrel crate 

when loaded? 
McLean: Yes, sir- I weighed ten last season.
Abrams: What did they average? 
McLean: 112 pounds.
Abrams: Did you ever see one that weighed 180 pounds? 
McLean: No, sir; the transportation companies down our * 

way estimate them to weigh 100 pounds. -
Abrams: Those you weighed were 112 pounds?
McLean: Yes, sir.
Abrams: When did you do this weighing? I
McLean. In 1896, along in March. 

I ,

: Fti
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Abrams: What is the rate per barrel of cabbages from

Manatee River points to New York on cabbages?
McLean: Cabbages to New York on the barrel crate it

would be double the rate on the bushel crate-it would be

$].32.
Abrams: You say it has been increased 6 cents this year?

McLean: Yes, sir; on everything except cabbage and

Irish potatoes.
Abrams: Do you know what the proportion is from Man-

atee river points to Tampa.
McLean: Fourteen cents to Tampa.
Abrams: To ship a barrel of cabbage from Tampa to New

York vyou pay $1.18?
McLean: Yes, sir: $1.18.
Abrams: Do you know what those receipt bills are (hand-

ing papers to witness).
McLean: Yes, sir; I got them from Lawrence Stephens.

That (indicating) is for two crates of cabb ige and apples

from New York to Tampa, via the Clyde line.

Abrams: From New York to Tampa?
McLean: Yes, sir.
Abrams: I want to introduce them in evidence to show

that cabbages and apples are shipped from New York to

Tampa at 60 and 55 cents per barrel.
McLean: I wish to say that we were sent here to repre-

sent the interests of Manatee county, not to make a fight

against the railroads or any anybody else, but simply to

make a fight for ourselves, and we claim this, that if the rail-

roads can haul a package of cabbage or Irish potatoes or any

package from New York to Tampa for 55 cents, they can

haul a similar package of the same products from Tampa to

New York for the same price, and what we ask, and all we

ask is an equitable arrangement of these rates, these freight

charges.
Abrams: Now, let me see if I understand you correctly.

You say this year the rates East on everything but cabbage-

and Irish potatoes was 69 cents?
McLean: Yes sir.
Abrams: From 471 cents in 1884 it has steadily increased

to 69 cents now?
McLean: Yes sir.
Abrams: That is 214 cents per bushel crate?

McLean: Per bushel crate increase.
Abrams: And 43 cents per barrel crate increase?

McLean: Yes, sir.
Abrams: And the ircreise of production has been

from 43,283 crates in 1834-
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McLean: To 206,292 crates in 1896. The acreage has in-
creased from somewhere near 200 to 2,500.

Commissioner Prouty: Do not you market most of your A 
stuff in the West?

McLean: No, sir; we ship about equally each way; about
as much East as West. Cabbage we cannot ship East at all
on account of the excessive freight rates, the extremely high
charges; but when it comes to tomatoes we ship about as
much East as West.

Commissioner Prouty-HIow far south of Gainesville are
you?

McLean--About 190 miles, I think, south. I do not know
certainly. I think it is 190 miles.

Commissioner Yeomans-Is the rate $1.18 this year to
New York? -

McLean-$1.32.
Commissioner Yeomans-What is the $1.18? 
McTean--This is from Tampa this year.
Commissioner Yeomans-What was it last year?
McLean-$1.18 last year.
Commissioner Yeomans-It was good business last year,

was it not?
McLean--Yes, sir; but we did not have much cabbage

last year. We got a good price ior what we had.
Commissioner Yeomans-This year you cannot sell any?
McLean-Well, no; sir,
Commissioner Yeomans--That is not on account of the

difference in the rates?
McLean--No, sir; the difference is in the freeze that came 

along last year and killed all the cabbages except a few. 
Commissioner Yeomans-You could not sell a few this A'

yearl? i 
McLean: If we only bad a few we could. But we have a 

great many and cannot sell them.
Conimissioner reomans: You mean you have too many

for the markets?
McLean: Yes, sir; if we could put them to the people so !

that they would pay us 90 cents to a dollar and leave us a i
fair margin, we would do it. But we cannot do it for $1.25
when it costs us $1.40 to get them there. . y

Commissioner Clements: Are all these other vegetables
shipped in basket crates?

McLEean: Nothing except tomatoes. You take cucumbelrs 
and squash, cucumbers are shipped in bushel boxes; squash
are shipped in half-barrel baskets; lettuce in half-barrel
baskets. 

I !4
I'
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Commissioner Clements: Have you any data by whick
you could tell what a given quantity of any of these things
cost to produce ready for shipment?

McLean: No, sir; that would depend upon the locality in
which it was produced and the kind of corp produced. If it
it a good crop, it costs less. A small crop costs more. Then
the difference in locality makes a difference. We pay more
for labor in our county than they do at Gainesville, we pay
$1 a day.

Brady: There has been some evidence here about the pre-
payment of freight on stuff that was not in condition to be
received, and there was some talk as to whether or not the
railroads lost freight in those instances.

McLean: They do not lose anything down our way be-
cause they always, before a market goes to pieces, notify us-
that we must prepay before we can ship.

Brady: Do you know anything about a rule they have to
blacklist merchants?

McLean: Yes, sir; I know there have been several black-
listed. There were notices sent out last season against some
in Baltimore and one in Philadelphia. They will not receive
shipments for those people unless it is prepaid or guaranteed
by the people of the shipping point.

Brady: Do you know thiat was based upon the fact that the
merchants refused to accept shipments in bad condition?

McLean: I presume it was, but could not sRy positively.
Brady: You say that, when the season begins to run down

and it is doubtful what price it will bring, they notify the
agents not to receive except on prepayment.

McLean: Yes, sir; we were notified on the 10th of June
last season.

Baxter: In the first part of the season they do not require
prepayment?

McLean: No; as long as the price is up they do not require
prepayment-or a guarantee, but now, like on tomatoes when
they are hauled at a '75 cent rate and tomatoes are worth only
60 cents in the market, they do. These transportation
people are posted better than we are, because they have their
agents, and they know that they cannot get 75 cents out of to-
matoes that are worth only 60 cents. Where an agent guaran-
tees the freight, they let it ge through. It is not necessarily:
always a prepayment.

DuBignon: You sooke of a raise in rates this year?
McLean: Yes, sir.
DuBignon: You are on the Plant System?
McLean: Yes, sir.
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DuBignon: You heard Mr. Evans speak of that rate hav- i
ing been withdrawn? 

McLean: Yes, sir- and it was withdrawn our way on po-
tatoes and cabbage, as I stated. I said that this six cent
rate on cabbage and potatoes was withdrawn, but that it re-
mains on other things. Take a barrel of onions and it is 
six cents higher than it was last year. , _

There is one thing which I wish to bring out here, and 
that is the matter of rebates. We have had down in our 
country in past seasons, a system of rebates, first inaugur- 
ated by the F. C. & P. R. R., and they were given first to
produce men, commission men; drummers would come in
there and work up carload lot shipments and they would
give tiem all the way from 5 to 15 cents a crate.

Chairman: How do you know? -
McLean: Because we all get on to it later. One or two 

of them told us they were getting it and we worked around ;
until we got it. 

Chairman: Who did you get it from? 
McLean: The agent of the F C & P R R, W R Fuller. 7;
Chairman: Where is he now? 
McLean: In Tampa. 2.

Chairman: Is he still agent? i
McLean: Yes, sir; still agent. '1
Commissioner Clements: When did you get those re- , 

bates? , 
McLean: Last year and the year before, and we have re- i

liable information that parties are getting them this year. . t
Commissioner Clements: How were they paid to you?
McLean: Simply as a rebate. [ II E
Commissioner Clemeuts: flow? ;
McLean: In money; in cash; by Mr. Fuller and by the J 

agents of the different wharves along the river. 
Commissioner Clements: Who were they? I 

, McLean: J. Howes, of Palmetto; C. P. Fuller, of Ellen- ' >
ton; J. H. Kennedly, Terra Ceia; Young and Clarkson, Pal- 
metto; H. W. Fuller, Braidentown; H. S. Clark, Manatee. , -

Commissioner Clements: Who are these people? ; 
McLean: The wharf agents. They are not, any more, ,

the agents of the transportation company than they are of 
the people.

Commissioner Clements: Are they the men to whom the ,
rebates were paid?

McLean: Yes, sir; in certain instances, to be distributed
to the parties to whom they belonged, the owners of the L
produce. ; K
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Commissioner Clements: Did the S. F. & W. give any
-veibate

McLean: Yes, sir, after it was inaugurated by the F. C.
&& P.

Co-mmissioner Yeomans: Do you know any shippers that
did nlot get them?

McLean: Yes. sir.
Commissioner Yeomans: Who were they?
McLean M. A. Barnes.
Commissioner Yeomans: What others?
McLean: C. G. Barnes, J. J. McDougal, J. N. McLean.
Chairman: That system is not going on now?
McLean: Yes, sir; I think it is. I will tell you why I

-think so. The Plant System has a road to St. Louis, and to

*Cineinnati, and to Chicago, via Mobile. The rate is 20 cents

per barrel less than the F. C,. & P. rate is all rail, or than the

PlaSnt System is all rail. This is a water haul to Mobile, but

they only have one boat a week, and that is on Saturdays.

For the last two Saturdays down home I have seen from
three to five cars a day leave for these same points over the

F. C. &A P., all rail, and it does not seem that a man has little

enou1gh sense to ship all rail and pay 20 cents more than

necessary. That is why we believe that this system of re-

;bates is in force yet. We fought it last year, and tried to

Ihave them give us an open rate that much lower, but when

the rebate was coming, all that could get it took it, and that

.is one of the main things we are here to fight to day.

Commissioner Clements: Who did you communicate with

about the rebates you got?
McLean: I got no rebates. I gave my name as one that

-,di not get them.
Commissioner Yeomans: What' time last year did this

take place?
McLean: From the 9th of April the open rebate was given

util the 1.5th of Jane.
Commissioner Pronty: Why did you not get them when

alI these other people did?
McLean: I never collected them.
Abrams: You did not get any?
McLean: No, sir; I did not collect my rebates. Mr. Wil-

iLb1, there, can tell whether he collected them or not. I did

anot collect them because I had been fighting the rebate sys-

A woice: "I did not get a cent."
McLean: Mr. Davis did, I guess.
A voice: "Yes, sir; I got mine."
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The Chairman: There seems to be enough of that: That
is a matter for the district attorney and the grand jury.

DuBignon: I understood you to say that the reason you -
thought it was still in vogue was that on Saturday, the day 
on which the Plant steamer for Mobile sailed, you saw car- l i;

loads of freight going over the F. C. & P. destined to West- L
ern points? s L_

McLean: Yes, sir.
; DuBignon: And you presume a man would be a fool to

pay 20 cents more than was necessary to ship by all rail?
McLean: Yes, sir.
DuBignon: In other words, he is meeting the water rate

by Mobile?
. McLean: Yes, sir; or better.

DuBignon: That is your reason for saying it, is it? 
i McLean: Yes, sir; that is my reason for saying it. i

DuBignon: That is all. l
Abrams: Mr. Brady, I think, has some witnesses that he 

desires to examine in the morning. .
Brady; If the Commission desire not to hold a session 

here to-morrow, it might be avoided in my case, if I knew 
what the effect of a decision would be in this matter, when it 1

is asked by various committees. My witnesses are not here 
and will not be until to-morrow morning. If the effect 
should eventually be to find that the people here are enlitled
to relief, I wish to inquire whether it would be in respect to 
those localities that ask it only, or whether there would be a i 
general scaling of rates for that entire business and that en- L 
tire section. If that would be the effect in the event of any 
relief, it would be unnecessary for me to go further than to 
make out my case. i

Chairman: Our experience is that anybody is fortunate ' 
if they get what they ask for. Of course if it is not shown
that anybody is entitled to relief they would get it. If it is I
shown that these rates operate unequally or unfairly as to 
the different communities, the same rule will apply as to all. 
We have only to-morrow to devote to this hearing, and we 
will, of course, afford ample opportunity to the defense to 
put in their testimony. 

Brady: I have only one or two witnesses. The President
of my Association will be here to-morrow. I have telegraph-
ed for him. It will take only a short time. 

McLean: If you, gentleman, want the names of any more 
people who received this rebate, I shall be glad to furnish
them.

The Chairman: That will probably necessitate another in-
quiry of another sort, and you will probably be called upon. '

i Ai
_~~~~~~~~, .,i'
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We have adviedl you that we have no control of that muatter
except to call the District Attorney's ;attention to the fact that
these things have been going on. Mri. Baxter, have you any
witnessed?

Baxter: Yes, sir.
DoBitnono: \Ve have, at Itast, f6ur, 1 think.
The Chairman: Well, gentlemen, neet us at 0 o'clock, in

the morning.

Jales Menzies, a witness on behalf of defendants, having
been duly swvorn, testified as follows:

Baxter-I believe you are connected with the Plant
System'?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Baxter-Where do you reside?
Menzies-In Savannah.
Baxter-What position do you hold?
Menzies--Assistant general freight agent.
Baxter-Have you the rail and water rates on single

crates from Gainesville, Fla., to New York, firom 1886 to the
present?

Menzies--Yes, sir.

Baxter--;Vill you call them out to the stenographer?
iMenzies-The rate on vegetable, rail and water, from

Gainesville, Fla., to New York in 1886 was 40 cents per crate
and 80 cents per barrel; in 1887 the rate was 40 cents per
crate and 80 cents per barrel; in 1888 the rate was 27 cents
per crate and 54 cents per barrel; in 1889 the rate was 30
cents per crate and (0 cents per barrel; in 1890 the rate wns 
30 cents per crate and 60 cents per barrel; from 1891 to :189)(,
inclusive, the rate was 37j cents per crate and 75 cents per
barrel, escept on cabbage and potatoes, which took a rate of
57j cents per barrel in carload quantities and 75 cents per
barrel in less than carload quantities during these years. In
1897 the rates was macle 4U0 cents per small crate and 81
cents per barrel.

Baxter-Those rates per crate are what they call small
crates, single crates?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Baxter-I will offer this statementin evidence.
(The same is hereto attached and marked Ex. No. 1.)
Baxter--Are you able to state the rates back of 1886?
Menzies--I am unable to give these rates. The rec-

ords were destioyed or I could not find them.
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Baxter--Those are the rates as far back as your records
enable you to go?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Baxter--There seems to have been in. 1886 and 1887 a, 

rate on single crates of 40 cents; then in 1888 there seems to ; 
have been a reduction from 40 to 27 cents. Were you con- I E
nected with the road at that time? .

Menzies-Not with the Plant System; no, sir.
Baxter-What is your understanding as to what caused

that reduction?
Menzies-From 40 to 27?
Baxter--Yes, sir.
Menzies-In the year 1886 the Clyde Steamship Line-

was inaugurated to Jacksonville, and the rates on vegetables 
and other classes of freight were reduced to Jacksonville.- 
In other words, the rate on first-class, which, I think at that 
time was 75 cents from New York to Jacksonville, was re-
duced to 25 cents; and the rates on vegetables were reduced ,;
from 30 to 22j cents; that rate of 22+ cents to Jacksonville i
would reduce the rate from interior points in Florida because 
these rates were made on the Jacksonville combination. : ri

Baxter-Then that reduction was the result of a rate T 

war? . i F
Menzies-That is my impression Of course I do not .- P

state it definitely, because I was not connected with the Plant -
System at that time. 

Baxter-Something has been said about the rates on 
some of the vegetables being lower from New York into i
Florida than from Florida to New York. I wish you would 
give the rate on potatoes per hundred pounds from Gainesville I +
to New York and the rate from New York to Gainesville per .
hundred pounds.

Menzies-The rate on potatoes from New York to ,i
Gainesville in any quantity is 45 cents per hundred pounds;. 
the rate on potatoes from Gainesville to New York via , 
steamer, based on 180 pounds to the barrel, is 41.7 cents per G
hundred pounds, being a difference of 3.3 cents per hundred .

pounds in favor of the northbound shipper. 
Baxter-Now, how is the rate on cabbage in less than 

carloads? 
Menzies-The same conditions apply to cabbage in less s I

than carload quantities as to potatoes in any quantity. 
Baxter-How is it with reference to cabbage in carload 

quantities northbound as compared with cabbage in carload: j
quantities southbound? 

" I'

: 1l.4
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Menzies-The rate on cabbage from Gainesville to New
York is 37+- cents per hundred pounds.

Abrams-Thbat is all-rail?
MAfenzies-No; rail audwater.
Baxter-Something has been said about cabbage and

other articles not weighing 180 pounds per barrel crate. How
-a;~ ~ is that arrived at?

Menzies-That is simply used as the estimated weight,
and of course shippers have the right to put 180 pounds in a
barrel, securing the same rate. Some classes of vegetables

i . allmay not weigh that; others, doubtless, do come very close to
r,:. ~ it. Our experience is that the size of the respective packages
I'; A~is increasing continually. It is the case with oranges. There
';!t ~ was a time when the orange crate, for instance, weighed about

70 pounds; it gradually increased to 80, and finally to 90; and
even sometimes they weigh as high as a hundred. These pack-
ages were called "Jumbo" boxes. Some increase, I think, has

''~ ~ been made in the size of packages used in shipping vegeta-
bles.

Baxter-WVas that estimate of 180 pounds made by the
Plant Sytem by itself or in connection with other companies?
WVas it not in connection withl all Eastern companies?

Menzies-The Atlantic Coast Line and the Pennsylva-
,;', slnia railroad.

Baxter-So that the shipper has the privilege of carry-
i-- ing that quantity in the package. Is there any difference, as

shown by your records, between the average number of small
crates per car on shipments to the West as compared with
shipments to the East, and if so, what is it?

Menzies-The average number of crates loaded to the
car from Florida to Eastern cities would be from T170 to 200;
that is, including the entire movement. To Western points,
the average number of crates per car would be about 440.

F^'~ ~ Baxter-Do you use the same cars in shipping to the
East as you do in shipping to the West?

Menzi es-Yes, sir.
Baxter-Well, that would indicate that the cars going

East are not loaded to more than about half their capacity?
Menzies-That is about the condition, sir.
Baxter -While those to the West are generally loaded

to their full capacity, are they?
Menzies-Well, t3 just about their capacity, or as many

crates as we would care to handle in a car on account of the
condition they would be in when they would reach the mar-
ket. If we p;ut too many crates in the condition at destina-
tion would not be favorable, as it otherwise would.
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Baxter-Did you get the average number that you have
mentioned from your records, or how did you arrive at it?

Menzies-That was taken from our records, sir.
Baxter-Now, it appears that certain shipments of vege- 

tables are made to the West, and certain shipments are made -
to the East from this country. Does the record show what i
percentage goes to the West and what percentage goes to the '
East?

Menzies-Our records would indicate that about 22 per
' cent. goes West and about i 8 per cent. goes East.

Baxter-Now it appears from the testimony that of the
vegetables going to the East a portion of them goes by rail
from here to Savannah and thence by steamship to New York
and other northeastern ports; and another portion goes all-
rail. Can you give the percentage that goes all-rail and the

i percentage rail and water from Savannah? , 
Menzies-I am not prepared to state definitely just what 

; the percentage is, but I think the movement all rail is about 
50 per cent. of the total movement to the East. 

I Baxter--Something has been said about the requiring pre-
payment of freight on these vegetables. Explain what the
practice is in that regard. 

Menzies-The Florida lines never require prepayment un- 
less they are so advised by the connecting lines-by the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad in the Eastern markets or the Ocean Steam- !-
ship Company and by various Western lines. The Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad prior to the present season required consignees 
-commission merchants-to pay freight on all shipments ar- [ 
riving at New York, whether the product was salable or 
otherwise. l

A meeting was called last February in New York by the .
Pennsylvania Railroad to consult with the commission mer- A
chants and see what could be done with reference to that par- 
ticular point, and it was finally decided that the Pennsylvania 
Railroad would not in the future require that guarantee. So 
that shipments today are going forward to all points without * 
any guarantee whatsoever. Of course, when the markets be-
come glutted, the connections advise us promptly to stop ship-
ments, or in other words, ;equire prepayment. That require-
ment is possibly as advantageous to the shipper as to the rail-
roads, because it stops the further shipment of vegetables to a 
glutted market.

Baxter-Do you give the shippers down here notice of the 
fact that you have been informed that the market is glutted 

4 _
4
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and that they must prepay the freight if they persist in ship-
ping there? 

Menzies-That is the effect of the notice we give.
Baxter-How much preliminary notice dlo you give before

you put that rule in operation?
Menzies-We give five dclays' notice from the time the circu- 

lar is received at a station.
Baxter-So that the neighborhood hlias five days' notice be-

fore the company will insist upon the prepayment of freight,
and that is not insisted upon except when the market is glut-
ted and the possibilities are that they could not sell the prod-
uct if it were carried?

Menzies-That is the very reason prepayment is required.
Baxter-Something has been said about blacklisting mer-

chants. Will you explain what that means?
Menzies-Well, that blacklisting question-I do not know

that that is the proper term-I suppose it refers to the fact
that the Pennsylvania railroad required merchants in New 
York to guarantee the charges and take the freight, as I have
already stated, whether it could be sold for charges or other-
wise; the consignee had to pay it; then, if the consignee de- I
clined to pay these charges on arrival of the carload of vege-
tables at Ne v York, the Pennsylvania railroad would send
out notice that, on future shipments to that consignee, freight
would have to be prepaid. That was prior to last February.

Baxter-And that rule has been changed? 
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Baxter-So that there is no such blacklisting now?
Menzies-No.
Baxter-That is all.

CROSS-EXA MINAT ION.

Abrams-I understand you to say that in the matter of
these vegetable shipments the shipper has the right to put
180 pounds of cabbage in a cabbage crate?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-Now, imagining that they do put 180 pounds in

a crate, what would be the rate per hundred on cabbages
from Gainesville to New York? I wish you would figure it.
I believe the rate on carload lots is 86 cents all-rail. At 86
cents per hundred and eighty pounds, how much per hundred
would that be?

Menzies-The rate from Gainesville, Fla., to New York?
Abrams-Yes, sir; all-rail.
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Menzies-On cabbage in carloads the rate would be 50-
cents per hundred pounds?

Abrams-Is it not a fact that bulk shipments by the car-
load are cheaper than crate shipments? 1

Menzies-I do not know that any shipments of cabbage are 
made in bulk. ' 

Abrams--I find in this list here, which I believe is your ' 
last (referring to tariff) for the vegetable season of 1897, on 
the second page, cabbage in bulk. Is that correct?

Menzies-(After examining tariff) That is right; yes, sir.
Abrams-In bulk shipments of potatoes and cabbage the 

rates are supposed to be relatively lower than by crate ship- I
ments. (Witness examining tariff.) Please answer the
question without looking at the rate. Are not bulk ship- _
ments supposed to be lower in rate than crate or barrel ship- 
ments? , 

Menzies-The rate per hundred pounds on barrel shipments i 
of 180 pounds is less in barrels than when in bulk. 

Abrams-Now, I ask you whether or not shipments are not ' 
supposed to be lower in bulk than when in boxes or barrel 
shipments? 

Menzies-No, the rate is higher per hundred pounds. 
Commissioner Prouty-He wants to know whether you do 

not ship cheaper by carload than by hundred pounds. i
Abrams-Whether the average rate per hundred is not 

lower in bulk than when put in crates or barrels? h
Menzies-No, not necessarily. You mean the general basis '

of making rates?
Abrams-Yes, sir. . ' .
Menzies-Not necessarily; no, sir. 
Abrams-I find here that cabbage in bulk, per hundred 

pounds, are exactly the same-86 cents-from Gainesville to ,
New York that it is on cabbage in crates. How do you ac- 
count for that, that the railroad companies require, per hun- i
dred pounds, the same money-86 cents-when they carry it 
in crates or barrels, where they have to carry all that wooden 
ware, which is of no value, and the rate is only 59 cents, if
your statement is correct, on your estimate of 180 pounds of i

cabbage to the crate? You then charge 59 cents per hundred V

pounds in crates and 86 cents per hundred in bulk. I wish
you would explain that to the commission.

Menzies-The movement of cabbage in bulk I understaud
to be very small. I do not know of any cabbage shipped that
way. Therefore the rate, whether it was 70 cents per hun-
dred pounds or 25 cents per hundred pounds, is of little con-
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i ¢~ ; Isequence. Now if there were a large movement of cabbage
-,._.; f in bulk of course the rates would necessarily be relatively ad-
;~ ~I~' ~ justed.
|i. I,~ <Abrams-If you do not ship in bulk why do you provide
|;g~ ; 1 for it? There must be some shipments in bulk?

Xr. i ~Menzies-We have no doubt had applications for rates on

*ps~ ~ shipments in bulk, and for that reason have published the
KJu ; ~rate. But I do not think there are many cabbage shipped in

bulk.
*J| : t~ ;Abrams-It would not pay to ship in bulk if a man can

g * -get 100 pounds of cabbage shipped for 59 cents in a crate, as
i~ ';, * you testified, and when he shipped in bulk would have to pay

* -: 86 cents per 100 pounds?
[;~ l~ ~ Menzies-It would not be advantageous under those cir-
BB'~11'E ~ cumstances; no, sir.
l;~ ;*~ ,Abrams-Then, in bulk, you charge 40 per cent. more?
ffI L, h;Menzies-Yes, sir; on the per hundred pound basis.
*It~ ;":*Abrams-Did you ever weigh or have weighed any cab-

1;~ .~ ~ bage crates?
: KAl Menzies-No, sir.

Abrams-Where did you get your estimate that a crate of
p4~il .. cabbage weighs 180 pounds?
;! '\n -~ 3Menzies-That was arrived at, as I have already stated,
|:»i' al ' at a consultation between the various lines inteiested in the

|ati.~ , business. I was not present at the meeting and am not able
to state how they arrived at the weights.

Abrams-What is the carload estimate-how many pounds
do you allow a car to be loaded with?

Mlenzies-It varies according to the destination.
Abrams-New York, for instance?
Menzies-Twenty thousand pounds. You see, the rates,

generally speaking, to New York are the same in carloads and
less, so that there is no minimum established except where we

'-- '7^ have special carload rates.
Abrams-No minimum weights established?

_-- h-Menzies-No minimum weights established. In other words,

you can ship one crate or ten crates as cheap per crate as you
can if you ship 400.

Abrams-I am speaking of the carload weights now. I
find here 200 barrels of cabbage made the minimum, 24,000
pounds upon cabbage in bulk?

Menzies-That is where the carload rate is a less rate than
^^-I-~ carload rate. Then we have to establish a minimum.

Abrams-Is not this 86 cent rate all-rail to New York the

4,t:
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carload rate? HIave you not got to ship a whole car on those
rates?

Mrenzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-If you ship less than a car, is not the rate higher?'

Is not all-rail $1.01 in less than carload lots?
Menzies-That is right, sir.
Abrams-Then, according to these rates, he has to ship a

carload?
Menzies-I made that exception that where carload rates

were specified, of course they have to be based on a certain
i mininium weight.

Abrams-Do you say there is any difference in the weight
of the barrel crate now from what it was in 1886?

Menzies-No, I did not.
Abrams-You have testified in regard to rates in 1886..

What rates were those?
Menzies-To what rates do you refer?
Abrams-Those rates you read.
Menzies-Those rates 1 named from 1886?
Abrams-Yes, sir.
Menzies-That was by Savannah, the Ocean Steamship

Company.
Abrams-Are you sure of that?
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-Have you got the printed tariff sheets of that

year with you?
Menzies-No, sir.
Abrams-I am sorry that you did not bring them. Now,

in shipping watermelons via Ocean Steamship, do they go on
the same route, on the same steamship? 

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-Carried by the same trains?
Menzies-Ordinarily so, yes, sir.
Abrams-Is that known as the fast train or what?
Menzies-I do not know whether that fast service is discon-

tinued before the watermelon season opens. Our transporta-
tion department, however, will testify as to that.

Abrams-Will you explain why cabbages can not be carried?,
on the same train for as low a rate as watermelons?

Menzies-That is a very difficult problem, you know, when,
you begin to compare one rate with another.

Abrams-That is the problem we are trying to solve hers-z
AMenzies-You might say that the cost of hauling a carload

of melons is the same as the cost of hauling a carload of veg-
etables.

76 x
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Abrams--Well, does not the shipper of a carload of mel-
ons himself usually load it?

ti~ l~Menzies-Yes, sir.1, '"Abrams-Does not the shipper load the carload of cabbages
! t~ ~ himself usually?
; 1 , . Menzies-Yes, sir.
I¢~, ~ Abramis--Will you explain to the commission why the rate
,- ' ~on a carload of cabbages should be nearly double the rate on

;*'! ~a carload of melons to the same destination, the shipper load-
/ ,1 ~ing both cars and both cars going on the same train at the
;;;.i same time--one rate double what the other is?
i~t > ~Menzies-I did not bring the watermelon rates with me, so
']~ ~ I can not say whether your statement is correct in regard to

the rates; but the average movement of vegetables per car is
i' -: ~ from 170 to 200 crates per car.

1 ;, ' ~Commissioner Prouty--You mean small crates?
j;' S FIMenzies-Small crates.

Abrams-Does your rule there require a car to be loaded
L~ i - witli not less than 200 crates of cabbages?

:Menzies-That is our carload rate; but as I stated, the
i a;~ ~ movement of cabbages is bulk is very small. I do not,know

that any moves.
i ~~~- 'Abrams-I am not speaking about bulk cabbage.

[Menzies-The average number of crates per car, crates of
B

^~- ~ vegetables, moved to Eastern points is from 170 to 200. Two
hundred crates would equal 10,000 pounds. The watermelons
move in carloads; that makes a difference; they move in full
carloads.

Commissioner Prouty--Why do you not fill up the cars
with cabbages? Why not put in more crates?

Menzies-The trouble is in making the through time. We
have not time to transfer the vegetables from one car to the
other at different junctions. For instance, if a shipper has 50
crates of vegetables to go from Gainesville, Fla., today to
New York, and there are no other shipments to New York,
we have to send that car with the 50 crate, and that would
occur if there were only 10 crates.

Conmmissioner Prouty-When the car goes West is it filled
up?

Menzies-Of course, there are some shipments moved in
less than carloads to the West, but they are very few.

Adr T'u cAbrams-Now, is it not a fact that at the basing points
such as Gainesville you consolidate shipments from other

X'~~ i points so as not to make less than carloads? Is not that a



1203

aegular part of the duty imposed upon your agents at these
stations, that they shall consolidate and load full cars?

Menzies--That, I believe, are the instructions of the trans-
portation department to the agents; that, whenever it is pos-
sible to consolidate, there are instructed to do so, but they
can not do this always and give the best results. -I

Abroms-And is it not a fact that when you get to Sa-
vannalh and before turning the cars over to the A. C. D., there
is another consolidation and the cars filled, unless that has
been done in Gainesville?

Menzies-You mean that the cars going north are consoli-
dated?

Abrams-Yes, sir; unless in exceptional cases, where the
-time did not permit, or something of that kind.

Alenzies-You mean a greater number of crates are put into
a cars?

Abrams-Yes, sir. 
Menzies-The trouble about that is we have to load a car 

for the various destinations from Savannah and it may be 
just the reverse. There may be fewer crates in the car north
of Savannah than south of Savannah on some shipments. In
other words, if we had a shipment of 50 crates for Rich-
mond we would have to load that in a car for Richmond;
then we might have to load a car for Norfolk-for the rail
and water route through Norfolk; then we might have to load
a car for Washington, for Philadelphia, etc.

Abrams-Is it not also a fact that, when there are a succes-
sion of points to deliver to between Savannah and Richmond
and other points, that the shipments are loaded in one car and
those shipments taken out at the different stations?

Menzies-No, sir; not on our fast train.
Abrams-Now, going back to Florida: Do you not adver-

. tise, and is it not a fact, that you make your connections so as
not to delay the shipment at Savannah?

Menzies-That is the general idea.
Abrams-And do you not, also, make your agents make it a

point that shippers shall unite and till up cars so as to avoid
these unfilled cars in Florida?

Menzies-That is done as far as possible.
Abrams-Then the small or light loading of cars is excep-

tional?
Menzies-1 have stated already that the average number of

crates per car, eastbound, was from 170 to 200. That is the
general average.

Abrams-Those were small crates?
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Menzies-Yes, sir. In getting at that estimate the large-
crates were reduced to small crates.

C(ommissioner Prouty-Is that made up so that you caln
swear to it, or is it something you guess at?

'.,: Alenzies-Trhat is information compiled from our recolrds.
Of course I can only say that it is a fact to the best of my in-
formation and belief.

Commissioner Prouty-You keep the record so that it can
be mnade up accurately?ie~~~ fMenzies-I think so; yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty-Does that include your whole system
.,i Ollon which this movement takes place, or some palticulalr road?

Menzies-That includes the movement through Savannah.
I·~. ~ Commissioner Pronty-From all pointsin Floricla?

MIenzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-Those tables show exclusively Ocean Steamship

rates?
.t llMen zies-Yes, sir.

-· i i Abrams-When was the increase made in 1891?
Menzies-In 1891.'j ; ~Abrams-The increase was from 60 and 30 to 75 and 374?
llenzies-That is right.ia ( ~Abrams-There was another increase in 1896?

!k. hMIenzies-No, sir./i~I~Y· ~ Abraims-Was there any increase this year?
M enzies-An increase in small crates; yes, sir; 3 cents.
Abrams-Taking your figures on small crates are you not

charging the highest rate you have charged since 1886?
Menzies-Yres, sir; about 4 cent a crate.
Abrams-I-Ias not the volume of vegetable shipmuents from

Florida increased since 1886?
lMenzies-Our records dlo not go that far back.

Abralms-How far do they go?
Meuzies-)Our recordls from Gainesville proper are from

1892.
Abrams-WVhat does that show?
Menzies-It shows a considerable reduction.
Abrams--Is not that because since then you have had co u-

petition illto Savannah, where before that you had everything
your own way? Prior to 1892 swas the F. C. &- P. in Savan-
nah?

tr BMenzies-No.
Abrals-Theu since then there have been two lines run-

ning fromn Florida to Savannah?
IMenzies-Yes, sir; since the time th F. C. , P'. was built.
Abrams--That iF, since 1892?
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Menzies-I do not know the date exactly.
Abrams-Take the State at large, has there been an in-

crease in shipments?
Menzies-Since what year?
Abrams-Since 1886.
Menzies--I suppose there has. I have not the figures be-

fore me, however. Since 1886 I suppose there has been an
ancrease.

Abrams-Since 1892?
Menzies-Since 1886.
Abrams-I will ask you now, since 1892?
Mfenzies-I can only give the figures from certain points,

Gainesville and McIntosh, which were the original rates com-
plained of.

Abrams-Have you not brought the figures to show the in-
crease on your whole line?

Menzies-I have not those figures with me.
Abrams-Can you state it approximately?
Menzies-No, sir; I can not.
Abrams-Can you state that since 1892 or 1886 it has

.been increasing generally?
Menzies-I think it has increased since 1886. 
Abrams-Since 1892?
Menzies-There has been a reduction from certain points.

^ ~Abrams-I am speaking of the whole State.
Menzies-I can not say whether there has been an increase

or a reduction in the total from the State entirely.
Abrams-Are you the assistant general freight agent?
Menzies-That is my title.
Abrams-Would not the fact of an increase throughout

the State be embraced within your department?
Menzies-It might be so considered.
Abrams-Do you not notice whether business is increasing

or diminishing in certain lines?

Menzies-Yes, sir; that is, generally speaking, we watch it
very closely.

Abrams-Can you state whether for the past five years
there has been any increase throughout Florida in shipments
of vegetables from the State?

Menzies-I am not able to say at the present time as I have
not the information with me.

Abrams-What proportion of these rates does your road
receive, what proportion does the Atlantic Coast Line receive,
;ithe Ocean Steamship Company? What proportion does each
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get of this 75 cents for cabbages and 404 cents for small veg--
etables? You have a carload rate by Ocean steamer?

Mlenzies-Yes, Sir.
Abrams-What is the per carload by Ocean steamer from.

Gainesville to New York via Ocean Steamship? 
MAenzies-The rate is 674 cents.
Abrams-On what?

:i Mlenzies-Per barrel.
,/1 ;~ dAbrams--What prloportion do you get, and what proportion 

':ii~~ >do the others get?
Menzies-The Plant System gets 34.8. 
Abrams-What does the other set?

.Menzies-Waharfage and transfer, five-that is a terminal
expense.

,i# B~Abrams-WVho gets that wharf and transfer rate?
Er ii 2M\enzies-The Ocean Steamship Company gets part of it.

Abrams-The Ocean Steamship Company gets the balance?'
:W ~lSenzies-We have to transfer that stuff around the city

;'l 'f, about nine miles, and we share in the transfelr. We do not
get 50 per cent of it.

Abrams-If the charge is 5 cents vou get 2?
Menzies-We do not get 50 per cent. of the 5.
Abrains-WT hat percentage do you get?
Mlenzies-Twenty-five.
Abrams-That is 1I cents. That would make your total'

rather over 36 cents out of the 67, would it not?
The Chairman-That is a matter of calculation.
Abrams-Now, on small lots, where you chalrge 75 cents

and 401, state what you get in gross. 
Menzies-The rate from Gainesville of 404 cents is divided:

Plant System, 20.3; wharfage and trandfer, 4 cents; steamer, 
16.2.

Abrams-Now, will you give the pro rata division of the
rates, all-rail, both on carload lots and small shipments?

Menzies-The rate on both small shipments and carloads,
all-rail, from Gainesville proper to New York, is 53.5 eents

Abrams-No, divide it.
Menzies-The Plant System to Savannah, 20.3; Charleston

and Savannah Division, 3.4; Atlantic Coast Line, 14.9; north
of PRichmoncl, including the Pennsylvania Railroad, 14.9.

Abrams-So that the Plant Investment Company gets 23T'
cents on its entire line?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-Just state the mileage of the several lines from

k~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J
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Gainesville to Charleston, and Charleston to Richmond, and
Richmond to New York.

Menzies-The Plant System mileage to Charleston is 365.
Abrams-How many miles is it from Gainesville to Charles- 

ton? I
Menzies-Three hundred and sixty-five miles from Gaines- 

ville to Charleston.
Abrams-How many miles is it from Charleston to Rich-

mond?
Menzies-Three hundred and ninety-six.
Abrams-From Richmond to New York?
Menzies-Three hundred and forty-five.
Abrams-Now, on your direct testimony, you have stated

it: that the Pennsylvania Railroad has made certain objections.
Does the Pennsylvania Railroad control the rates from Flor- E
ida into New York always?

Menzies-Not altogether so; it is a joint arrangement.
Abrams-Well, in what way are you dependent upon the

Pennsylvania Railroad in making rates?
Menzies-That is the only connection we can use, and of

course we have to be governed by what they say so far as
their line is concerned.

Abrams-On these several routes, excepting the Ocean
Steamship, for instance, via Portsmouth and the Atlantic Coast
Line, do vou receive the same proportion?

Menzies-On what class of vegetables do you want it?
Abrams-Any class, in small lots.
Menzies--It is the same proportion to Savannah, but varies

beyond.
Abrams-Varies to Charleston?
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-What is the difference? Now, the Plant System -

gets 20.3 cents to Savannah. Now, from Savannah to Charles-
ton, what would it be?

Menzies-Four and one-tenth cents.
Abrams-Now, will you go back to the Ocean Steamship

Line on crates of vegetables, and tell me how much you get
to Savannah when you deliver to them?

Menzies-Gainesville proper you desire? The Plant Sys-
tem receives 20.3 cents to Savannah.

Abrams--Then, except beyond Savannah, your proportion
did not vary?

Menzies--No, sir.
Abrams-Can you advise the commission what proportion
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-of these vegetables were shipped in carload lots by shippers
sand what proportion in less than carload lots?

iAfenzies-To what markets-Eastern or Western markets?
Abrams-Going East.
Menzies-No, I can not, except to state that the average

- ~i ~ per car is from 170 to 200 crates.
Abrams-I mean, how much goes out-what proportion

igoes out in carload lots? Can you state that?
Menzies-No, sir.
Commissioner Prouty-Do you mean at the carload lot

rate or in full carloads?
Abrams-Full carload rate.
Menizies-I can not say as to that.
Abrarms-Is it a fact that a very considerable portion of

~i ~ ~ -this stuff is sent out from Gainesville in solid carload lots by
'21I . 1the growers uniting and making utp the carloads so as to get

the reduced rates?
l ': ~ ' i~Menzies-I believe that is sometimes done by shippers.
l~ 'i·~ tAbrams-Is it not dlone wherever they can do it?

Meuzies-That is a matter entirely with the shippers. I do
not know to what extent it is done.

Abrams-In coming here to testify you have not taken the
trouble to make an investigation of your shipments from

||TI~ ~ Gainesville, so that you can definitely state to the commission
f -. swhat proportion leaves Gainesville min solid carload lots, and

-what in smaller quantities, less than carloads?
Menzies-No, sir.
Commissioner Prouty-You call tell, Mr. Mlenzies, very

easily how much went at the carload lot rate?
Menzies-On commodities taking the carload rate?
Commissioner ProUty-YTes, sir.
Xeuzies-Yes, sir; but I have not had that data prepared.
Abramns-Is there any difference between the cars hauling a

carload of vegetables now fromn what they were in 18S6?
Menzies-I can not state what conditions existed in 1886;

but as I have stated already, the transportation department is
represented here and will answer questions as to the cost of
movement.

Abrams-Will you give the commission a statement as to
twhat is the rate from New York to Jacksonville-barrel crates?

Menzies-Southboulnd rates?
Abranis-Yes, sir.
1enzies-The rate is 18 cents per hundred pounds.

Abrams-'From New York to Jacksonville?
Menzies--Yes, sir.
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Abrams-By Ocean Steamship? What proportion of that
18 cents do you get?

Menzies-We would get 50 per cent. after taking out
wharfage and transfer.

Abrams-You get 9 cents? Then from New York to Jack-
sonville on a barrel crate of cabbages you receive 9 cents, now
from Jacksonville to New York what is the rate on cabbages?

Commissioner Prouty-That was the rate per hundred
pounds?

Menzies-Yes, sir. The rate from Jacksonville proper to
New York on northbound business?

Abrams-Yes, sir.
Menzies-On cabbage it is 60 cents per barrel.
Abrams-What do you get out of that?
Menzies-We get 26 cents.
Abrams-Then you get 26 cents as your proportion of bar-

rel cabbages from Jacksonville to Savannah when they go to
New York and 9 cents on a barrel of cabbages coming back?
Is not that correct?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Abrams-That is all.
Commissioner Prouty--Now what is the rate per hundred

pounds from Jacksonville to New York on cabbages? I do
not want you to figure it out, but do you not have a tariff rate
per hundred pounds from New York to Jacksonville upon
some class which would include cabbages?

Menzies-Under a regular classification rate?
Commissioner Prouty-A rate per hundred pounds on cab-

bage from Jacksonville to New York.

Menzies-Yes, sir; the same classification of course would
apply in both directions.

Commissioner Prouty-Then the rate per hundred pounds,
or rather the same rate, would apply from Jacksonville to
New York as from New York to Jacksonville?

Menzies-According to the regular classification.
Commissioner Prouty-So that the classification and rate

going North is a special commodity rate?
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Prouty-And coming South you give the

regular rate?
Menzies-Yes, sir.

Commissioner Prouty-And the regular rate is the same
both North and South?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Prouty-You say you estimate your crates at
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l~ ~ ~180 pounds. Did ever a man get 180 pounds in one of them'?
Menzies-I am unable to say.
Commissionelr Prouty-Would you allow these vegetable

growers to ship a larger crate than that if that did not hold
;i i 180 pounds? Suppose a man comes along and wants to ship

14'~ ~a great big crate, enotuah to hold 180 pounds, would you let
him do that?

18 '4. ~ Menlzies--Oh, yes.
Commissioner Clements--Yours is the Plant System, if I

t4i 4 ~understand you correctly?
Mlenzies-Yres, sir.
Commissioner Clerrents-1 see in Trf. 1. C. C. No. 126 cer-

tain columns designating rates on carloads and less than car-
!i~~ ) loads of cabbages and other vegetables, stating that the barrel

crate is 100 potnds and the standard crate 50 pounds, and also
~Ii~ ~ some notes at the bottom, which are instructions to agents in

billing to state that in cases of any excess of 100 pounds and
i;,~ ~ 50 pounds, respectively, an excess charge will be made. Will
:1i ~ ~ you look at that and statewhet.her or not those instructions are
ii.^~ ~ applied and in force to the points that are indicated on that

page?
-Menzies-Yes, sir. These rates given on page 6 are per

,)1 . l ~ndred pounds, and all excess over 100 pounds is charged on
he same basis.

Commissioner Clements--So that a 180-pound package, if
there be such, would be charged by the hundred, and not by
the package?

Menzies-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements-Thbat applies to Western ship-

ments, as indicated?
Menzies-That applies to points north of the Ohio river.
Commissioner Clements-And does not apply to Eastern

cities?
Mfenzies-No, sir.
Commissioner Clements-The shipments are made accord-

ing to those instructions?
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements-That applies in ordinary trans-

actions and shipments?
Menzies-Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements--Nowv, what is the reason for the

difference in the number of shipments to the WVest and to the
East?

F__ Menzies-I suppose that is on account of water competi-
tion, I think. You see, the rate to the East in less than car-

LL
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load quantities is the same in carloads, as with certain ex-
ceptions.

Commissioner Clements-Yes, sir. Is that a sufficient rea-
son for making a difference in your charges into one part of
the country based on the 100 pounds and 50 pounds, respect- 
ively, and then to another part of the country 180 pounds? 

Menzies-There may be another reason, and that is, that I!
business moving from Florida to points north of the Ohio 
river is so small as compared with the movement to the East
that the lines possibly have not considered it worth while to
take the subject up and arrange a through business.

Commissioner Clements-A man who ships a barrel of cab-
bage that weighs 100 pounds and another man that ships a
package that weighs 180 pounds to the same market at the
same time is charged the same rate, is he?

Menzies: I cannot tell.
Commissioner Clements: You are not informed about that? -
Menzies: No, sir. 
Commissioner Clements: Now, what other points in Flor- 

ida take the same rates as Jacksonville--I mean basing 
points? 

Menzies: Gainesville takes the same rate on business comn-
ing from Florida, the Southern Division. 

Commissioner Clements: And does it not take the same.
rate on business coming from other quarters? 

Menzies: I dlo notquite understand. 
Commissioner Clements: Take alocal shiplment originating

at Gainesville. Does that go at the Gainesville rate?
Menzies: The Gainesville proper rate; yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: Are there any basing points in

Florida on the same basis as Gainesville and Jacksonville, at
the same rate? 

Menzies: Santa Fe Junction and High Springs is used
as a base point-simply a point to enable the total rates to be
made.

Commissioner Clements: Now, if you desire to ascertain the
rate from all stations in your system in Florida to Eastern points
of destination, how would that be arrived at? I understand that
the rate is so much into Gainesville, or into Jacksonville, and
after that it goes at the Jacksonville rate, with the local rate
up to that point added, and also the same from Gainesville
and these other base points.

Menzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: Have you any tariff that states

in detail what the rates are from the local stations on your
line to these base points?
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Menzies: Yes, sir; this tariff states it.
Commissioner Clements: The tariff to which I refer?
Meuzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: That names all the local stations

on your system in Florida?
Menzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: And the rates?

i, fr~Menzies: Yes, sir.
i;~~ ~ Commissioner Clements: That is the rates to Gainesville
t'~ ~ and Jacksonville and other basing points?

Menzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Knapp: What is your explanation of the

fact that it costs more to send any quantity of cabbages North
than it does to bring the same quantity South?

:^S S~Menzies: That may be explained by the fact that vessels
-: 4~ ~ coming South for return loads very frequently have to secure

some tonnage, or use rock or sand for ballast, and in prefer-
ence to doing that they will make specially low rates on pota-
toes or salt, or articles of that kind. Now, then, the regullar
steamship lines competing for that business, in order to en-
deavor to meet that kind of competition, come as closely to

:;~ -~the schooner's figures as possible without losing money. When
I ~ ~ ~ the schooner reaches Jacksonville it has already secured a
1;~ ~ load-she is chartered. It comes for a specific purpose, and
14. ~ ~ the southbound shipment would be merely incidental. On
;.>~ ~ the other hand the steamship comes here without any previ-

h.. ous charter. It has to take what is offering on the day that
she sails, and necessarily the rate on that business should be
higher than on the southbound traffic. Whether that explains
that particular cabbage rate I am not able to say. I avas not
connected with the system at the time that rate was made,
and can not make any further statement on the subject.

Commissioner Prouty: Do I understand you have a spe-
cmial commodity cabbage rate South, or is that the general rate?

F^r Fr~Menzies: That is the general class rate.
Commi8ssioner Prouty: Under what class do cabbage fall?

Lo- ~ h~Menzies: Sixth class.
Commissioner Prouty: What is the reason a man can not

ship cabbage North on this sixth class and get the same rate?
Menzies: Because that special commodity rate is issued on

cabbage northbound on account of the increased facilities.
Commissioner Prouty: And that withdraws cabbages from

that class?
Menzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Prouty: Do I understand you correctly in

thinking you said that a shipper was entitled when he pays
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the double rates to s180 pounds, and that if the shippers had
larger ones, weighing 180 pounds, you would transport them 
at the same rate? 

Menzies: Yes, sir. , 
Commissioner Prouty: Mr. Abrams, why does not that l 

give you all the relief you want? ' -
i Abrams: We are limited to the size of the crate. They
.have adopted this standard barrel-they force us to use a cer-
tain size and no larger.

i Are not these barrel crates limited to standard barrels? Is
not that stated there? (Referring to tariff.)

Menzies: "Standard barrels, except when otherwise stated.
Commissioner Prouty: Now, is there something in there

which shows what a standard barrel is?
Abrams: It is limited to standard barrels. It
Commissioner Prouty: He says 180 pounds is a standard

barrel.
Abrams: The standard is a certain size.
Commissioner Prouty: Is there anything in that tariff to 

show what the standard is? 
Abrams: No.
Colclough: This barrel is supposed to hold the same as the

flour barrel.
Abrams: But cabbage won't weigh as much as the solid

flour. Have you not established a standard crate and weight?
When crates of oranges were shipped to you weighing over
80 pounds to the crate they were called Jumbo crates and the 
excess charged for.

Mrenzies: No, sir; I do not know that. I will explain that 
to you. 

Abrams: Over the S., F. & W. I want you to be certain,
because I have had to pay it?

Menzies: You say all over 80 pounds. As I said before
the package was less than 80 pounds when they first started 
shipping. It gradually got up to 80 pounds, and then got to 

85 or 90 pounds. The railroads did not say anything about 
85 or even 90 pounds, but as the crate gradually increased |
year by year, of course they had to draw the line somewhere,
and they made a rule that shipments would be prorated for ;
that weighing over 80 pounds. 

Abrams: I will ask you if this crate called the Jumbo
crate was not simply an enlargement of the crate for taking
the larger sized fruit.
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Menzies: I do not know about that. I am not a fruit
' ~~; .shipper.
it.g ~ Abrams: You have no experience in orange shipments?

rat; ^rMenzies: I am not an orange grower.
'*t~ ~ Abrams: Never shipped any?
l' I - FrMenzies: Not myself.
'i: 1^ Abrams: Can vou tell me whether the size of the crate

l z~1. ~ has been enlarged in the last 15 years or since 1883? I want
1'w you to name the increase of the size during the 14 years.

I iMenzies: I have not got the date with me, sir.
i 4 Abrams: Is it not a fact that there has been no increase

l i
! ; 1 except this Jumbo increase-but one increase, and that was

l i' t the Jumbo crate?
li ' FrMenzies: MAy information would not lead me to believe so.
4 j'~ ~ Commissioner Clements: Your tariff says, "other vegeta-
;~, t bles" and "potatoes." The 50 pound limit and the 100 pound

,' ;1 ~ limit applies to crates and barrel crates. I see from the tar-
1 T ~ oiff which I showed you a moment ago such instructions. Is
f ' ; ~ ~ that correct?
!;~~ ~ Menzies: Cabbage, beets, squash, turnips, etc., take the 100

I j .' l ~pounds.
*t;~ ~ Commissioner Clements: Just read this, I want to under-
~' , ~ ~stand it.

l; P f~Menzies: (Heading) "Instructions for making rates from
K; points in Florida to Jacksonville, Santa Fe Junction and

Gainesville for beyond." It says: "Rates on potatoes and cab-
bages apply per barrel or barrel crates. Rates on other veg-
etables apply per crate of 50 pounds. Other vegetables in
barrels or barrel crates double the crate rate and weight."

Commissioner Clements: Is that the rule?
Menzies: That refers to local freight up to the base points.
Commissioner Clements: You limit them to those points up

to the basing points-the three points there named-and then
send it from those points to Eastern cities without regard to

~--" ~ ~ the weight?
Menllzies: No, sir; while the tariff says to charge for the ex-

cess, we don'tmake any charge.
The Chairman: That is one way of cutting the rate?
Menszies: It is one way of reducing the rate; yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements. Is that disregarded in regard to

all vegetables, that waiving of the limit mentioned on that
F7__^~ lt ariff?
~;'.~ ~ Menzies: I believe it is so far as the Florida base points
t:~~ * are concerned-the local rates to Florida base points. I be-
~; \' *~lieve all the lines carry the barrel at the barrel rates.

I 
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Commissioner Clements: On all vegetables?
Menzies: Yes, sir.
Commissioner Clements: Without regard to weight?
Menzies: Yes, sir. 
Commissioner Clements: Up to the base points? i
Menzies: Yes, sir. ' *
Commissioner Clements: How about from the base points

on?
DMenzies: The rates to the East, all-rail, are on cabbages, po-

tatoes, etc., based on 180 pounds to the barrel.
' Commissioner Clements: Well, then, you totally disregard

this weight limit; do you or not? I simply want to get it so we
can understand how it is done.

Menzies: We do so far as points on our line are concerned."'
Of course points named on here that are not on our lines we 
could not testify in regard to, but fromnt points on our line up to 
base points we do disregard it. 

Commissioner Clements: So much per barrel and so much
per crate on all vegetables East as well as West?

Menzies: Yes, sir; to base points. 
Conmmissioner Clements: How about it beyond the base i

point? . I,
Menzies: Beyond the base point to the East the per barrel 

rate is so much on 180 pounds-that stands per barrel, whether 
it is 180 pounds or less.

Commissioner Clements: What does that mean where it
says 100 pounds, or double the crate rate, which is 50? 

Menzies: That means that so far as the local rate is con- ;
cerned that the rates to base points are constructed on the basis 
of 50 pounds to the crate and 100 pounds to the barrel. -'

Commissioner Clements: You said a moment ago you dis- 
regarded that-took them irrespective of that.

Menzies: We do not make any charge for the excess over
100 pounds per barrel.

Commissioner Clements: That is all.
Baxter: I will ask Mir. Denham to be sworn.
W. B. Denham, a witness on behalf of the defendants, hav- 

ing been duly sworn, testifies as follows:
Baxter: You are connected with the Plant System, I be-

lieve?
Denham: Yes, sir; as superintendent.
Baxter: Superintendent of transportation?
Denham: Yes, sir; Superintendent of transportation of the

fourth and sixth divisions of the Plant Systems of railway.
Baxter: Where are those divisions located?
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Denham: They start at Dupont, on the north, and go
to Lakeland, as far south as Lakeland and St. Petersburg,
including the Florida Southern and St. Johns and Lake Hous-

'> ~ \ ~toln Rlailways.
;ffi~ .Baxter: Where are your headqurrters?
I'~~ ~ Denham: Gainesville is my headquarters.

i !t ;, ~Baxter: What was the time made, all rail, from Jackson-
<*~~ i .ville to New York in 1889 in carrying these vegetables?
.*'~~ ~ Denham: In 1889 we made the service from Jacksonville
.'~~ \ to New York in 82 hours. Gainesville and Jaeksonville was

about the same.
1' j ;;" Baxter: What was the time in 1896?

~> l ;.~ Denham: In 1896 we made it at about 67 or 68 hours.
*-} '* ' ' Baxter: Please explain to the commission how these vege-
;'l~~ -~tables are gathered up from here in Florida by the trains

; 5.1~ ~ when intended for shipment to the North?
f^ *;~ .Denham: We advertise a through fast freight schedule.

' i, .' ~Of course in the South where we have to pick up the sched-
uile is not as fast as it is when we get to Gainesville. The

\^ it~~ 'stuff is picked up and as near as practicable put in the proper
i ~. ~ cars. For instance, the all-rail shipments are loaded in certain

1 'Q cars. The Ocean Steamship business is loaded in separate
~i -~: ~cars. Then, of course, we pick Lup a lot of stuff for the West

which goes via Montgomery, and that is loaded in separate
cars; or it may go via Tifton. As near as practicable we have
these local trains loaded in this way in order to save as much
delay at the junction points as possible. Until this season we
had but one schedule-fast trains north of Gainesville. That
carried Ocean Steamship and all Northern and Western ship-
ments. But this season we have run an extra train in order
to catch the Savannah Steamship which leaves Savannah ac-
cording to the tide. If it leaves there at 5 o'clock in the

-^~~~r *7^ ~ morning, we leave the vegetable territory early enough to leave
us two hours in Savannah in order to get the stuff aboard ship
and get it off on that day's ship. This is an extra train in ad-
dition to the regular fast train that carries A. C. L. all-rail
shipments. This train is scheduled at the rate of 30 or 31
miles an hour. After we consolidate at Gainesville I think
the schedule is based on 25 miles an hour-the schedule from
Savannah to New York or to Jersy Clty. All freight is con-
solidated so that the train has to stop only at junctional

rwB points. Shipments from Richmond, Washington, Philadel-
r~ l~~~phia, Baltimore and New York are loaded in separate cars, so

that all the trains have to do when they come to these points
is to setoff the car and the train goes on immediately. There

La_
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is an agreement between the lines that the train shall make
that schedule and shall only stop to set off a car, and where a
car runs hot they have the right to set off the car if it is lia-
ble to detain the train. This is done in order to maintain the
schedule. Shipments, for instance, between Rocky Monet
and Richmond are all loaded in one car; that is set off
at Rocky Mount, and that stuff is handled by a local train be-
tween Rocky Mount and Richmond, so that this train does-
not do any local work at all. It is a through fast train.

Baxter: From Gainesville to New York?
Denham: From Gainesville to New York.
Baxter: Now, when it comes to Savannah, the cars des-

tined to go to the Ocean Steamship Company or other steam-
ers sailing from Savannah are switched out of the trait-
there?

Denham: Yes, sir; switched out.
Baxter: Does the balance of the train wait there?
Denham: No, sir; the balance of the train* is in SavannaEh

a couple of hours. It is almost impossible to load the oars.
properly, and if we happen to have a car loaded with nixed.
shipments, it is unloaded so that the train would not have to,
stop except to set off a car.

Baxter: Who unloads those ears intended for the Ocean-
Steamship Company at Savannah?

Denham: They go right down to the Ocean Steamsbi?-
wharves and are transferred direct by our people into the
steamship.

Baxter: Is any special force kept there on hand to wait
the arrival of these trains?

Denham: Yes, sir; we keep a force on hand. We do not
know exactly the time of the arrival of these trains there, and&
we have to hurry to do the work there in order to make the
connection and we have to have on hand a big force, so that
whatever is done is dlone quickly.

Baxter: Now, stations down here in the vegetable grow-
ing part of Florida-about what is the distance apart?

Denham: Well, you can start on the Florida Southern and
start at Reddick, which is about 21 or 22 miles south of Gaines-
ville; and a mile and a half north of Reddick we have a sta-
tion called Milwood; a mile north of Milwood is Oak Lawn:,
a mile north of Oak Lawn is Orange Lake; then Mclntohb is
about a mile and a half north of that; a mile and a half BorAit
of McIntosh is Boardman; three-quarters of a mile north of
Boardman is Evinston. Between Evinston and MicanopT

77 x
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-anction ve have two llatforms. WVe allow them to put up a
, ~i: ~ pLatform and we take the stuff off. We do this because they

cai niot haul vegetables min Florida. They do not have alny
+;i I tears. They just put the stuff on a platform and we stop

hlere and get it. Thle same is true of the Tacoma branch-a
littile branch eight miles long. WVe have ten or fifteen stations

I* ·on thateight miles. Some are within aquarter of amile of each
it~ ~ other. We have these local trains to pick up that stuff so as

to save all the expense possible and accomlmodate these peo-
pLe. Between Rochelle and Gainesville we have four or five
lirtle stops. We stop the trains at all these little places and

j j; ~to haul then to the stations they could not grow them.
~i I- . Baxter: This vegetahle train that you speak of, where doesii : it start from?

Denham: It stats at Brooksville. Thlese trains are notiiii .trlTM on regularl schedule. We abandclon thle schedule and run

i;: it eon special so as to save time ancl get in as quickly as possible.
Baxter: Whatis the time from Brookslville. You try to

leave Brooksville so as to catch the steamer which sails from
S 'avanshall?

Denham: Yes, fii.
Baxter: And yon give it time to pick np tlhese vegetables

',` -~~alon-g the road, and clif there is any danger that tlhe train will
amj lumake the time you send an extra?

D-nhlam: We try to run this train from these stations so
as to reach Savannah just in time to catch these sailings.

Baxter: Ylon endeavor as far as you can in loading the
vegetables along the line to so load them as to have all the
vegetables intended to go by steamer in one or more cars by
themselves?

Denham: At Philadelphia wehave the Ocean Steamship
Company for New York; we have a ship for Philadelphia; we
ihave a ship for Baltimore; a ship for Boston; we can not even
zecnsolidate those shipments especially if the sailing times are

mear to each other. If we do one rill be left.
faxter; Do not those steamships all have to sail ap-

-prorimately about the same time on account of the tide?
Denhamn: Yes, sir; on sailing days. They have different

sailing days. Sometimes the Ocean Steamship and the Mer-
chants' and Miners' and the Philadelphia ships will all go on
one day, and then again on different days.

Baxter The Baltimore steamers have different wharv-es
from the others?

Deabham: Yes, sir.
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Baxter: Now, in addition to these cars that have to be
loaded for steamers sailing from Savannah, certain other cars
have to go on running to New York?

Denham: Yes, sir.
Baxter: In loading them down here do you have regard to 

that fact as far as you can?
Denham: Yes, we have to; if we do not, we can not make

the through schedule.
Baxter: Then, as I understand, you do not have time to fill

up and make carloads of these different shipments, but have to
distribute them along to make these engagements?

Denham: Yes, sir. We have different branches. This
train does notrun over all branches. Ou one little branch we
have to run three cars-one for business for the Ocean Steam-
ship, one for A. C. D. and one for the West. Must have three
different cars in that train at least, and the stuff is loaded in
-three different cars, depending on the destination. This train
comes down from Astor to the junction point at Leesburg; an-
other train runs up to that point from Brookfield; at Leesburg
these two different trains consolidate into one train out of
Leesburg. Thus we have two cars in that same train for the
same business.

Baxter: You do not stop to transfer the business?
Denhain: No; sir; we never stop until we get to Savannah.
Baxter: Are the vegetables for the West put into separate

cars?
Denham: Yes, sir; it depends upon how they are going.

If they are going via Montgomery, they are set off at Dupont;
if via Jasper, they are set off at Jasper; if via Tifton, they are
set off at Waycross; if by the Southern, they are set off at
Jesup.

Baxter: Then, there are more than two or three cars going
to the W'est?

Denham: Yes, sir. There may be 15 or 20 ears in the
-train and probably not more than 10 or 15 solids in the train.

Baxter: Going by different routes?
Denham: Yes, sir; going by different routes.
Baxter: Npw, with reference to the service at New York

'City. Is there any requirement there?
Denham: Yes, sir. For the last two years the Pennsyl-

vania Railroad has made an arrangement by which they run
these vegetables through to New York. We are compelled
to get them to Jersey City before 12 o'clock at night; then
they are loaded on barges and are sold in the next morning's
market. A train reaching there after 12 o'clock has to stay
until the next day's market.
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Xj~ ~ Baxter: The market is in the early morning?
Denham: Yes, sir. We have to give them so much time-

in order to get it there or it will have to remain over until the
next day.

,;,'~ ~ Baxter: Is it sold right on the barges or is it taken out?
'*-: ~ Denham: I understand that the hucksters come dclovwn

*'',', there and the stuff is sold right on the pier.
i- * ~Baxter: How long has that been in practice?
~; ~' Denham: They started that last year.
~;.,. Baxter: Hlow was it done before that?

| ~,! ^Denham: I do not know exactly how it was done. It was
not given that service. It took it longer to get into the city.

; t ~It might have been sold in Jersey City. Only last year we
'i; ~ started a service in order to reach New York at that time.

It has certainly been an improvement. We realize the fact
X

: . that if the vegetable grower makes anything he has got to
have the service and good service. It is all perishable stuff,.

,t, .' and if it gets to the market in bad order the stuff is all per-
ished and he gets nothing for it.

Baxter: Is there any case in which you have to put vege-
table cars on passenger trains?

~} ~r Denham: Yes, sir; we frequently have to put vegetable
cars on passenger trains. For instance, I have known in the

'" ' ~last two weeks at Leesburg, where the vegetables come off
the lake; we run a boat on the lake; got therein the evening

L after the vegetable train had left there. The only way to get
those vegetables to market was to put them on the fast mail
train and we pulled it to Savannah.

Baxter: So that it could catch up with the other train?
Denham: Yes, sir; 12:50 the next day. Otherwise it would

have had to remain there twenty-four hours.
Baxter: Something has been said about ventilated cars.

What kind of cars do you move vegetables in?
Denham: Exclusively ventilated cars. In fact, the Plant

System has nothing but ventilated cars in the service..
The old solid box cars are not allowed to be used for any-
thing except the phosphate business.

Baxter: Is there any extra charge made for the ventilated
cars over the old fashioned solid box cars?

Denham: No, sir; they are also provided with air brakes
so that we can get them into these fast trains and make the
time.

Badter: Do the ventilated cars cost the same as the old
falbioned box car?

L
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Denham: No, sir; the ventilated car costs from $50 to $75
umore than the old solid box car. ,

Baxter: Does one equipped with air brakes cost any mofe?
Denham: A good deal more.
Baxter: How much more? 
Denham: From $50 to $75 will cover the expense of the -

air brake.
Baxter: Do you use refrigerator cars, for which there is

:an extra charge?
Denham: Yes, sir; but the Plant System owns no such

cars. That is done by the C. F. people. They have the
privilege of running them on our line. They have the best
refrigerator car known, that is, as far as I know of. We
handle their cars and we get nothing except our regular charges.
They charge the grower an addition for the refrigeration. 

4 ~Baxter: It is a matter of preference with the grower
' whether he takes the refrigerator or the ventilated car?

; 2 ~Denham: We give him either he wanits.
~I Baxter: And the Plant System gets no more out of the

one than the other?
I ~ Denham: No more.
t ~Baxter: The growers use refrigerator cars in shipping

-these vegetables?
Denham: They have used them in handling tomatoes and

a few other vegetables, especially in winter, when there is
danger of freezing.

, Baxter: What do you want with a refrigerator car in ,
winter time? a

Denham: You can make it a refrigerator car if you want it by 
putting ice in it, but close down your ventilators and you 
make it a tight car and there is no danger of freezing. 

Baxter: Is there any apparatus for warming it? 1
Denham: No, but you can make it a perfectly tight car

and there is no danger of freezing in it, 
Commissioner Clements: I wanted to understand what you

mean.by the C. F. System.
Denham: The California Refrigerator Car people have a 

line of refrigerators.
The Chairman: You say you get the same. You use the

ventilated car and that you supply and equip your own line
with it. Then do you not pay any mileage when you use the
refrigerator car?

Denhain: Yes, sir.
The Chairman: What mileage do you pay?
Denham: We pay them for the use of the refrigerator car

.A-
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the usual mileage. We do that for the benefit of the people.
It is an advantage to them.

Baxter: Will you take that map and call off the lines of rail--
road I wish you would describe the Florida Southern Rail-
way, commencing at one terminus and naming the other.

Denham: Cdmmence at Gainesville, where we connect with
-a~ ~ the S., F. et- .; thence run south, via Ocala, Leesburg, Fitz-

~i It gerald, to Brooksville, including the branch lines to 'l'acoma
I ~ ~ and Citra. Also cormene at Bartowtrunning south to Punta

Gorda, known as the Florida Southelrn Railroad. Now, we
iF have another branchl that starts at St. John and runs to Lake

r ' .Eustis; one commences at Leesburg and runs to Lane Park, on
*,I:· ~ Lake Harris; and another one runs to Astor, on the St. Johns
- * pyriver. Now, the Sanford and St. Petersburg road commences

;i : ~at Sanford and runs via Tl'rilby to St. Petersburg; and the Sil-
ver Springs, Ocala and Gulf starts at Ocala and runs via Juliette'
and Inverness to Pemberton; and has a branch line from Dun-
nelou to Holnosassa.

Baxter: WVhat is the length of the Florida Southern?
Denham: The Florida Southern is 252 or 253 miles inl

length.
Barter: Andcl the Sanford and St. Petersburlg?
Denham: One hundlred and fifty-three miles.
Baxter: And the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf?
Denham: Seventy-five miles.
Baxter: And the St. Johns and Lake Eustis?
Denhanm: Forty-eight miles.
Commissioner Clements: Yon mean the mileage of the

blranches and all?
Denham: Yes, sir.
Baxter: That is all.

CR.OSS-EEXAMINATION.

-Abrams: In regard to this mileage you have mentioned,
you have not to go over all that mileage to get to Gainesville.

Denham: Anything from the St. Johns and Lake Enstis goes
to Gainlesville. Anything from the Charlotte Harbor Divis-
ion of the Florida Southern road and the Sanfor(l alnd St. Pe--
tersbnrg all go up what we term the West Coast; that is a
line built from Fitzgerald to High Springs.

Abrams: Now, everything from Sanford to Trilby goes to
Trilby?

Denham: Not everything. It can go to Sanford or the-
other way. If it is the morning train, they take it to Sanford,
and in the evening thley take it to Trilby.
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Abrams: You say this extra train has only been put on for
the first time this season?

Denham: Which one?
Abrams: The freight.
Denham: No, sir; we have been running an extra traim. 

since 1889.
Abrams: I understood you to say in your direct examina-

tion that this season you put on an extra train?
Denham: Yes, sir; I have this season. Before we never

made a direct connection with the Ocean Steamship. It all
went on the fast train and that train did not bother about the
sailing time of the ship. If it happened to hit it right it made
close connection, otherwise it did not. But this season we
have arranged for this sailing and have had to arrange a spe--
cial train. If there are only three or four cars that train is
run through to Savannah.

Abrams: Now, you said something about the proximity
of platforms and sidings to each other. On what division is
that?

Denham: On the Florida Southern.
Abrams: In what territory is that?
Denham: That starts at Reddick and goes to Gainesv-ille.
Abrams: What is the distance fromn the Florida Southern

at those points to the F. C. & P. R. R.?
Denham: It ranges, I suppose, from eight to ten miles-

five or six miles.
Abrams: Now, is it not a fact that you gave those aceomr-,

modations because the people threatened to haul their stuffi
over to the F. C. & P. if you did not?

Denham: No, sir.
Abrams: That never has been?
Denham: No, sir.
Abrams: You did it voluntarily?
Denham. Yes, sir; as an improvement in the service.
Abrams: You say they can not haul their vegetables; that.

it is necessary to put stations every mile or so from each.
other because the people can not haul any distance?

Denham: A man raising vegetables sometimes has only-
one horse. Hle can not raise vegetables to any advantage if hli
has to haul them to the station. We put in platforms for
them. It has been our desire to accommodate them, and that-
is the reason we did it.

Abrams: In the territory between these two roads in thei
vicinity of Orange Lake you say there have been no threats
made to haul freight to the F. C. & P.?

Denham: No, sir; not to me.

As
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A,:branms How long have you been superintendent of this

t~i)· IaDenlian: I have been connected with it seventeen years.
a i~! Albrams How long have you been connectecl with the
~i ': `E~lotida Southern on this division?

Deubam: I have been road master and assistant superin-
3tedent of the Florida Southern road since 1884.

t' XtV ~ Abrams: It was from five to how many miles between the
i ii;~ --two roads?

Denham: It is from five to ten miles from the F. C. & P. to
those stations up there. Those stations were always in eltist-
tapce. No new stations have been put in there in the last four,

;I Sinoe oap six years. North of Evinston the platforms have been
-partiLp in the last three years, but the other platforms have been

it Xj . -there for the last eight or ten years.
Abrams: Do you not use the platforms for your own cou-

| ? b ~rienience?
Denham: Yes, sir; but we could do without them.
Abrams: Then it was not on account of your desire to as-

isist the shippers?
11-.: ~ Denbam: We could force them to haul the stuff to the

-tation.
A1brams But that would force you to male longer stop-

-pages in loading.
Denhau We -would rather make one stop and stay ten

minutes than two stops and stay fifteen.
Atrams: Is that the only portion of your line where you

afford them these platfoirms?
Denham: On the St. Johns and Lake Eustis brauch we

make seventeen stops in seventeen miles-we stop at every
*2OWr pathl.

Abrams: Do you do it now?
Denham: Yes, sir.

Ki L~pAbrams: IIHow long have you been doing it?
Denlham: Ever since I have been connected with the road

-since the days you were there.
Ablrans: Nov, can you state hoew many in the year the

several steamers leaving Savannah leave on the same day?
Denham: I do not think they all leave on the same day a

sinugle time in the year. Each ship issues a little card giving
Lhe information to all shippers, which we distribute as rmuch
-is jv essible

Abrams: Is it not a fact that steamers from Savannah do
I~i ~ sA~t leave on the same day? That is, do not the Melrchants' and
|le~~M inerst Ieave on different days from the Ocean Steamship?
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Denham: Sometimes there are two or three ships out ofI there the same day.
l Abrams: How many times in the year does that happen?

Denham: I have never calculated. It has happened two or
three times in the last three weeks.

Abrams: What caused that?
Denham: One thing is the tide, and they happened to go

on the same sailing days.
Abrams: Is not that exceptional?
Denham: It is not exceptional.
Abrams: Have you a schedule of that? Do they not ar-

range their schedule so as not to leave on the same day?
Denham: No, sir; I do not see any reason why they should.

The Philadelphia market has nothing to do with the New B
York market; there is no competition with each other in the ,
world.,.

Abrams: You say that these ventilated cars that you have 
now cost from $50 to $75 more than the box-cars.

Mr. Denham: Yes, sir.
Abrams: Do they cost that much now more than the old

box car did in 1886?
Denham: I do not know whether they do or not. 

at Abrams: You mean they cost $50 or $75 more now than
the old box car costs now? 

! Denham: No, I mean "then." 
Abrams: They cost from *50 to $75 more than the old

box car cost in 1886? i
Denham: Yes, sir.
Abrams: Are you sure of that? 
Denham: I know about what they wore worth then and I 

know what we buy them for now. 
Abrams: Did you not have a great many ventilated cars in 

1886?
Denham: I suppose we had about one-third as many then

as now. It used to be a very difficult problem to furnish ven-
tilated cars for the vegetable movement, and at that time none
were provided with air-brakes.

Abrams: Do the refrigerator cars get the ordinary rate?
Denham: Yes, sir; we pay mileage on the car, and, there-

fore, get less.
Abrams: You pay the mileage?
Denham: We pay the owner of the car the mileage and he

gets the benefit of all the refrigeration. We have also got the
trouble of stopping that car at certain junction points and
having it iced.
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The Chairman: You haul a great deal more dead weight
and render some service to those people that you do not ren-
der as to the other cars?

Denham: Yes, sir; they have to be looked after and prop-
erly iced.

Abrams: These refrigerator people attend to the cars them-
selves?

Denham: They are required to do so so far as putting the
ice in them is concerned, but at the junction points we have
to see that the cars are looked after and that the waste pipes
are kept open?

Abrams: And you have got to see that the ventilators are -

kept open?
Denham: Yes, sir; but the ventilators on a common car

and a refrigerator car are very different. The ice in there
causes a great deal more trouble to attend to the ventilators.

Abrams: What is the difference in the cost of operation
now over what it was in 1886?

Denhamn: There is no practical difference.
Abrams: You pay the same money to the men?
Denham: Pay some men more; track labor we pay a little

less.
Abrams: Pay local agents more?
Denham: Yes, sir.
Abrams: All of them?
Denham: That depends on the business; some more and

some less.
Abrams: Yon say some more and some less?
Denham: That is regulated according to business.
Abrams: What proportion do you pay more?
Denham: At certain stations where the business has in-

creased. I do not suppose we have made any difference ex-
cept in half a dozen men's salaries on the Florida Southern
road.

Abrams: Are not a large majority of your stations simply
commission stations?

Denham: Well, I suppose maybe a half dozen are coIm-
mission stations; balance are pay stations.

Abrams: On your entire road?
Denham: You spoke of the Florida Southern I suppose?
Abrams: How is it on your entire line from Gainesville

south?
Denham: I suppose there are 600 or 700 miles of road. I

suppose on the Florida Southern there are some five or
six commission agents; on the St. Johns and Lake Eustis we
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have only one; on the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf we have
not a commission agent on the St. Petersburg road we prob-
ably have four commissions, the balance all pay; on the S.,
P. & W. part of the system we probably have half a dozen
commission men.

Abrams: Have you not a great many flag stations?
Denham: Yes, sir.
Abrams: You have no agents there.
Denham: No.
Abrains: You just receive the stuff and they take re-

ceipts lor it?
Denham: Yes, sir. We do not pretend to maintain

agents every halt mile. We pay more station service than
is done on roads that do double the business.

Abrams: Now, at Jacksonville, do you arrange your
schedule of trains there so as to consolidate the freight?

Denham: Before the Florida Southern was a standard
gauge road we consolidated there and the schedules were
based then from Gainesville to New York on 25 miles an
hour. The Florida Southern road is now able to make
much better time because the same stuff that used to leave
Gainesville in 1886 at 2 P. M., in 1890 and 1893 left at
about 12:30, and last year it left at 10:30; this year we get 
it at 4, 5 and 6 o'clock-from 12 to 14 hours ahead.

Abrams: At what time does your train reach (Giines-
ville?

Denhamn: The schedule calls for about 11:30, lint we t
no longer follow that schedule, but run extra so as to make
all the time possible. Sometimes it is 5 o'clock in the
evening and sometimes 8 o'clock.

Abrams: How long after it reaches Gainesville does
the train north leave?

Denham: Immediately. All that we do is to cut the
engine out and put anothier engine on.

Abramns: Does this train stop at Savannah so that you
can consolidate?

Denham: We have a couple of hours at Savannah and
we do just as much consolidation as possible.

Abrams: Yon seek to consolidate the freight?
Denham: Yes, sir. We do just as much as possible.

It ought to be done down below so that we would not have 1
to carry so many cars to Savannah.

Abrams: You take the time at Savannah?
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Denham: We have only two hours there, and we can
anot consolidate 25 or 30 cars in two hours' time.

Abrams: Well, you control the initial shipments firom
Florida. Could you not lix your schedule so as to find
time at Gainesville, for instance, to consolid te?

Denhlam: It certainly would be to the interest of the
r ailroad company to do that, but not to the shipper?

Abrams: Whv?
Denhain: Because it would take that much more time

on the schedule.
Abrams: The shipper is supposed to ship his produce

once a day or twice a dav?
Denhan: Yes, sir.
Abrams: Would it make any difference to him if you

arranged it so that the train could be consolidated at
Gainesville, and if so, why would it make any difference?

Denhaml: Suppose a ship sails firom Savannah at7 A.
M. Now,in order to get that ship the next morning at 7
A. M., I have got to leave Gainesville at 5 P. M.

Abrams: You arrange the leaving in accordance with
the sailing of the ship?

Denham: Yes, sir.
Abrams: Why can not you vary the time along the

line?
Denhamn: I want to leave Gainesville at 5 P. M. At

what time mnst I leave Brooksville?
Abrarms: Couldn't you arrallge yourl schedules so as to

give yon time at Gainesville?
Denham: To leave Brooksville at 12 o'clock at night

would not be an advantage down there.
Abrams:, The growers along the lines have to make de-

livelry to the train at different times?
Denham: Yes, silr.

Abrams: Somne of them have to ship at midnight.
Denham: We try and run a train as conveniently as

possible for them, so that the vegetables can be picked up
in the evening which saves 12 hours' delay. That is what
we endeavor to do. We endeavolr to accolnmmodate the
people by getting to all the territory late in the evening.
That allows everything to be picked up. If you run re-
garciess of that then frequently a good deal of stuff would
have to lie over 12 hours.
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Abrams: Then the schedule depends upon the sailing
of the ship?

I Denhani: Yes, sir.
Abrams: And you can not arrange the schedule to find

time for consolidating at Gainesville? 
Denham: No, sir; not without delay. a 
duiBignon: You spoke about this road having been;

changed from a narrow gauge to a broad gauge?
Denham: Yes, sir.

i duBignon: When was that done?
Denhaa: In July, 1896.

|' dnBignon: What was the service before that on the
narrow gauge?

'' Denham: It was much slower.
duBignon: How did you make the transfer when there

was a narrow gauge? '
Denham: The cars had to go over to the hoist and be 

transferred there-change the trucks.
w The Chairman: Is there anything further with this 
witness? '
-Aver: Do you know in regard to the vegetable ex-

press whether we paid 10 cents more to ship by express 
sometimes? That I understand is not the regular South- 
ern Express or the Adams Express.

Denham: We have no express. The only express com- 
pany is the Southeri Express. 

j: Ayer: But that vegetable express was different from' r
that. There were three or four kinds of express. In this .
we had to pay only 10 cents higher than the regular rate. 

* Denham: The only thing that I know anything about , i

is the Southern Express Company.
- Ayer: What is that steamer express? What express is

it that we pay 10 cents more on?
Denham: We have a steamer express. That is, the 

express goes to the steamers and they take it. A great 
many people ship in the early season by express to the :
steamers. That business is handled in express cars to Sa- 
vannah and turned over to the steamship company there. 
It goes via steamship from Savannah to New York. That

- is cheaper than the all-rail express.
Ayer: Is that 10 cents more?'
Denham: I do not know.
Ayer: We pay 10 cents more to ship by this express I

speak of
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|,~~ ~ Denham: That is probably the steamer express. There
r[ i~ ware two expresses-the steamer express and the all-rail ex-
4f X; ~ press. Probably you use the first. I know it is done by

*i a great many shippers-they ship via the Ocean Steam-
;1~~ ~ ship-express to Savannah. They do that to get the move-
*~.f rmeat yV passenger trains to Savannah, and the express

company takes charge of it there and transfers it to the
l '''~ ' ship.

I'~~ ~ Ayer: What advantage is that over the vegetable train
; 1.~~ 'that you were describing at first, telling how it maide con-

nections and how it transferred at Savannah and all at?I*, L Denham: The only advantage is that in the early part
; ~' ~ of the season we can not afford to run this train because

; ;s~ i'there are only a few packages to ship. When the business1';~ ~ has increased we put the train on. In the early part of
~it~f ~ the season the people ship via steamship and express. That

must be what you refer to.
j~i~ , . Ayer: Then it goes in the regular channel after that?
;|t ' ~Denham: When the express company takes it to Sa-

vannah they turn it over to the steamship just as though
-I^~ ~ it were to be delivered to a private party.

Ayer: I understand then that in the early part of the
,N~~ '^'season if we ship by freight we won't make connection with

it-^ is that steamship, and the only way is to pay the ten cents
BfaL *1more?

Denhlam: We have a fast train, but it is not as fast a
train as the express people have, as they move all their
stuff by passenger trains entirely.

Ayer: So that later in the season there is no advantage
in shipping that way?

Denhaum: Some people say there is, and some of our
growers ship their entire output by express.

duBignon: You do not mean that the Ocean Steam-
ship Company runs an express company-you speak of the
general express cempany?

Eenham: Yes, sir; they pay a little higher that way.
duBignon: That is carried exclusively on passenger

trains?
Denham: Exclusively-just like any other express; they

turn it over to the Ocean Steamship Company just as they
would to anybody else.

F^F^- ~ Abrams: The express company does not cover the
~i ii ~Ocean Steamship Company?

I . :
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Denhain: They do not run an express on the Ocean
Steamship's Company's steamers.

Abrams: Is it not a fact that the express compallny
claims to have a monopoly otf the business over the steam-
ship- comlpany?

Denham: It it has it is informtation for me.
Abrams: Then the inducement held out by the agents

- of the express comnpany to ship by express because stuff
is not lilkely to be delayed is otf no real value?

Denhain: I never heard of it.
ThIe Chairman: There is a good deal of this detail that

does not give us muchl intormnation.
Abrams: It yon are running special trains to meet this

steallship connection, why is it that the expyress conlpany's
agets seelk to offer the inducement that it is a certain
cunection with the steatmship comlpanies?

Denlham: I tell you, right now, yoa are behilrd the
estime. That express comllpany don't handle the business

*f "Owt. In tle early part of the seasou they do handle it,
but they do not now.

Ablrain-: Whlen did you do it other than in thle late
K part of the season? When did vou first do it?

Denllaml: The first ,eason we started this qulickl service
has been this.

Abralins: Did you establish this before this complaint
was entered befotbre this commission?

Denham: We have been doing it right along this sea-
601].

Abrams: In what month did yon start it?
Denhalm: We first started it in the month of January.

'. After the frieeze cume we cut out the service, and put it on
again about a mionth ago.

Abralils: What freeze? The Februalry freeze?
Denllam: Yes, silr; I had a special engine and crew at

Gainesville for the service.
The Chairnan: You get a letter sometimes from the

postofice with a delivery stamp onil it?
Denham: Yes, sir.
The Chairman: It goes in the same mail with the other

one?
Denllam: Yes, sir.
The Chairmnan. But tihe special delivery stamp brings

it to me, while in the other case I have to get it?
Denham: Yes, sir.

A-
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Baxter: We will now call Mtr. Morel.
The Chairman: Are you going to argue this case or do

you desire to file a brief?
Mr. King: I would ratller file a brief.
M r. Hlowell: I suggest that we take two weeks after

the testimony is written out.
Mr. King: That will be satisfactory.
The Chairnan: Then there is nothing farther to do

with this case. We will now take up the other ease con-
cerning the Florida business.

In the case entitled '"In the matter of the Seaboard and
;*j PtRoanoke Railroad Colmpanv and other railroad compa-

nies, comprising the SeaboardAir Line, against the Centralf:>~ -of Georgia Railway omnpany et al." it was agreed by
;' ~·· counsel to submit the salne on the papers already filed,

fifteen days being allowed for the filing of a brief by the
i;~ - Seaboard Air Line and fifteen days thereafter for the de-

)endants.
In this case the following counsel appeared:
A. C. King, for Seaboard Air Line;
F. G. dnBignon, for Brunswrick and Western and Sa-

vaunah, Florida and Westelrn Railways;
John L. lardeman, for Georgia Southern and Florida

R>ailwav Co]pany;
T. M. Cunningham, Jr., for the Central of Georgia

Railway Company.

Mr. Phipps called up-
House Bill No. 368:

~r;~ ~ A bill to be entitled an act for the division of DeSoto.
county, and the creation of a new county from a portion of
the same.

And House Bill No. 368 was read a second time in full.
Mr. Carson moved that House Bill No. 388 remain on sec-

ond reading, and be made a special orcer for 8 o'clock Thurs-
day evening;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Bailey called up-
I-louse Bill No. 150:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act

to amend section 568 and 570 of the Revised Statntes of the,

L.
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State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled soldiers
and sailors of the State of Florida, approved June 2, 1893.

And House Bill No. 150 was read a second time in full,.
together with committee amendments.

Mr. Wadsworth moved the adoption of the committee
amendments;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Palmer of 11th offered the following amendment to-

H ouse Bill No. 150: 
In line 20, section 1, strike out the figures "1890," and

substitute therefor the figures and words "1880, and who has 
Ao continued ever since." '

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment;.
Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Palmer of lithoffered the following amendment to.

House Bill No. 150: 
In line 69, section 1, strike out the word "practically," and 

substitute therefor the word "totally." *
jl Mr. Palmer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment.-

The veas and nays were demanded. 
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. Palmer of 11th-1.
Nays-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams,- Bailey, Barber, -I

Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson,.
Chipley, Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillardr
Hartridge, Hendlev, Myers, McLin, Palmer of 14th, Phipps,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams-26.

So the amendments was not agreed to.
Pending further consideration of the bill- -
Mr. Adams, moved that the Senate do now take a recess-

until 4:00 this afternoon;
Which was agreed to.
Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned until 4:00 o'clock. '

this afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

4:00 o'cLocK.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
The roll being called, the following Senators answered tg

their names:
78x

kA
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Mr. Piesident, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch of
92Otb, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Clark, Crosby,
Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley,
Hooker, Myers, McLin, Palmer of 111h, Palmer of 14th,
Phipps. Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Wil-
iiams-27.

L A quorum present.
By permission-
Mr. Mvers introduced:
Senate Bill No. 303:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide a hospital and ambu-

lance corps for the Florida State Troops, to create certain
additional staffotfficers, and to provide for inspection and
other duties by members of the staff

c·--~~ ~ Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on Militia.

By permission-
Mr. BHooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on En-

rolled Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HION. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sin-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred-

An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised
Statutes of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to
sell liquors, wines and beer.

Also,
An act to prohibit fishing in the waters of Lake Worth

sad its tributaries.
Also,
Au act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large in

Dade county, Florida, and to provide for the impounding and
sale of stock so running at large.

Beg leave to report that the Fame has been delivered to the
Governor for his approval.

Very respectfully,

J. N. HOOKER,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills.
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By permission-
Mr. Hooker, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Enrolled

Bills, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, ~
TALLAHASSRE, FLA., June 2, 1897. f |

HON. CHAS. J. PERRBBENOT, I

President of the Senate: 

SIR-Your Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom 2
was referred-

An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county 
of-Levy.

Also,
An act to incorporate and establish a municipal govern- JI

ment for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida, i
provide for its government, prescaibe its jurisdiction and 
powers, and to abolish the present corporation of said town. 

Beg leave to report that the same has been delivered to the
Governor for his approval. 

Very respectfully, 

J. N. HOOKER,

Chairman Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. Palmer of 11th offered the following amendment to
Mouse Bill No. 150:

In line 90, section 1, after the word "applicable," add the 
words "Provided, That such widow was a bona fide resident 
of this State on the 1st day of January, 1880, and has so con- 
tinned ever since." 

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved the adoption of the amendment; 
'Which was agreed to.

The Senate resumed consideration of-
House Bill No. 150: ;
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act antitled an act '

to amend section 568 and 510 of the Revised Statutes of the 
State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled soldiers 
and sailors of the State of Florida, approved June 2, 1893,

Pending at adjournment.
And House Bill No. 150, as amended, was placed on calenq

dar of bills on third reading.
The following was sent to the Secretary's desk by Mr.

Chipley, and read and ordered spread upon the Journal:
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PET1PION TO THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, NOW I5N,

SESSION.

We, the undersigned pelilionuers and ex-Confederate sol-
diers and members of the IHIouse of PRepresentatives of the
State of Florida, from their several counties, have framed a

LI bill for the relief of our old, poodr and indigent comrades,
their widows and orphans, which bill is now before the Senate,
and we, as a body, ask your honorable body to deal gently
with said bill and pass it, believing it will prove a blessing
to the worthy ones, and be a general benefit to them and their
families and descendants.

We believe further, that the honest tax payers of our State
will heartily indorse it. All of which we humbly ask and
will ever pray.

;'I~ 15~[Signed] W. D. BAILENTINE, Chairman.
, .j:;~~~~~ War. S. THAYEB, Secretary.

J C PELOT, Manatee county;
J A Cox, Polk county;
J L MORGAN, Hamilton county;
R A HAr.DEE, Brevard county;
B C CHAIREs, Leon county;
S E RICE, Franklin county;

j 'ii:~~~~ J W BURNsED, Baker county;
L~~~~~~~L ~JAMES RAWLS, Jackson county;

WILLIAM K HYER, Escambia county;
ALFBED AEP., Marion county;
B F WHITNER, Orange county;
O W STREET, Volusia county;
F A HENDLEY, Lee county;
JOHN G ELLIS, Santa Rosa county;.

7%r~~~~~~ ~M W LINTON, Madison county;
N E BLANTON, Madison county;
MORTIMER BATES, Gadsden county;

T R CANTY, Gadsden county;
Wm F BYNUM, Clerk;
J N PEDRICIr, Pasco county;
S M ROBERTSON, Washington county;.
FR.ANcIs A WOLF,, Polk county;

Q~ 'l ~S J BUNCH, Columbia county.
THOMAS SPENCIER, Calhoun county;

J L YOUNG, Hillsborough county.

LI
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A message was received from the Governor.
Mr. Reeves moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-

lowed to call up Senate Bill No. 121, now on its third read-
Ing;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And,
Senate Bill No. 12l:
A bill to be entitled an act to create a board of trustees for

'the State Normal School for whites at DeFuniak Springs, 4
and to prescribe their duties and powers,

Was taken up and read the third time and put upon
its passage.

And Senate Bill No. 121 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was: '
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Barber, Bynum, Chipley, !

Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty. Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley, 
Hooker, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Reeves and Wadsworth-15.

Nays-Messrs. Aldams, Bailey, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of
21st, Broome, Carson, Crosby, Darby, McLin, Palmer of 14th,
Roberts, Thomas and Williams-13S.

So Senate Bill No. 121, passed, title as stated. 
The following communication from the Governor was

ordered spread upon the Journal.

STATE OF FLORIDA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, -

TALILAH.AS-EE, FL&a., June 2, 1897.

HON. CEAS. J. PERUENOT, 

President of the5 Senate: 

Smr-I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to-
day signed the following bills which originated in that body,
to-wit:

An act to make it unlawful for live stock to run at large
in Dade county, Florida, and to provide for impounding and
sale of stock running at large.

Also,
An act to incorporate the town of Williston, in the county

of Levy.
Also,
An act to incorporate and establish a municipal government

for the town of Milton, in Santa Rosa county, Florida, pro-
vide for its government, prescribe its jurisdiction and powerE
and to abolish the present corporation of said town.

Also,
An act to amend sections 865 and 866 of the Revised
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Statutes of Florida, regulating the granting of permits to
sell liquors, wines or beer.

And have filed the same with the Secretary of State.

Respectfully,
W. D. BLOXHAM,

Governor.

Also the following:

STATE OF FLORIDA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TALLAHASSEE, June 2, 1897. (
ioN. CHiS. J. PiRRENOT,

President of the Senate:

Sin-I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to-
day signed the following bills which originated in that body
to-wit:

An act enlarging and extencling the rights, powers and
privileges of the Tropical Bnildin andu Investment Company
of Key West, Florida, and granting to it banking privileges.

Also,
An act to amend seetion 1l742 of the Revised Statutes

of the State of Florida, relating to the acquisition of liens
by persons in privity with the owner, and to amend
section 1743 of the Revised Statutes of the State of
Florida, relating to the acquisition of liens by persons not in
privity with the owner. and to amend section 1744 of the
Revised Statutes of the State of Florida, relating to the
remedies of lienors against either real or personal property.

And have filed the same with the Secretary of State:
Very respectfully,

W. D. BLOXHAM,

Governor.

The following communication was read:

KEY WEsT. FLA., May 30, 1897.

To the Honorable President, and the Members of the Senate
of the State ot Florida:

GENTLEMEN-When an evil exists, which involves the
health, as wellas the welfare and prosperity of the State, and'
it is impossible to reach it in any other way, I deem it emi--
nently proper, to lay the matter before your Honorable;
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Body, in order that you, in your wisdom, may devise some
means of checking and stamping out such evil.

The State of Florida from its proximity to the Bahama.
Islands, and the Island of Cuba, where leprosy exists galore,.
is in great danger from the introduction of this most horrible 
of all existing diseases. I have known of its existence in four 
of our principal cities, and we have one now dying here, who !
for years has been secluded, and kept at the expense of his& 
brother, who is barely able to feed and clothe his own family. 
I have at different times, in past years, called the attention 
of the State Board of Health to this matter, and whilst it 
realizes its responsibility and importance, it claims that it has 
had legal advice, and that under the defective laws of the !
State, the State Board of Health has no jurisdiction over 

. : leprosy, which you all know, is far more horrible than yellow 
fever, cholera, small-pox, and all other known diseases, and 
is at the same time, absolutely incurable. '

I sent a bill to some of the members of the House, as well I
as to members of your honorable body-which simply de- -
dares leprosy to be a contagious disease, which it is, and pro- i
vides that the State Board of Health shall take charge of all. 
cases reported to it, and provide for the sustenance and treat- 
ment of the same.

There is still time to enact this much needed legislation by .
introducing such bill into both houses. The matter is before 
you; I believe you will do your duty. 

Respectfully yours, '

'.~~ G ~~~~J. V. HARRIS, M. D. 
Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that it be sr,.adl upon the 

Journal; 4 
Which was agreed to. 
By permission- '
Mr. Dougherty introduced: 
Senate Bill No. 304: t
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the levy of a tax 

of 2 mills, the proceeds thereof to bd devoted to the payment !.
of pensions; 

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to , , 
the Committee on Finance and Taxation. 

Mr. Bailey moved that the rules be waived, and he be a

allowed to call up House Bill No. 150, now on its third read- 
ing; 

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And, '
House Bill No. 1503
A bill to b3 entitled an act to amend an act entitled an

A'
4.
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-act to amend sections 568 and 570 of the Revised Statutes
of the State of Florida, concerning annuities for disabled
aoldiers and sailors of the State of Florida, approved June
2, 1893.

And House Bill No. 1501 as amended, was taken up and
read the third time in full and put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch

of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Clark,
,Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Heudley, Hooker, McLin Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th,
Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Wil-
Iiams-27.

Nays-None.
'So House Bill No. 150 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Blitch of 20th called up-
House Bill No. 189:
A bill to be entitled an act granting to the Meadow Land

Improvement Company, a corporation organized and exist-
jr~ ' . ing under the general laws of the State of Florida, a grant

of land and other privileges to aid in the construction of the
1-a ~ ~ said company's canal and other works of internal improve-
ff~i - ~ment.

Ancl House Bill No. 189, as amended by the Senate, was
LK~ ~ read the third time in full and put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st,

Bynum, Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Hojker, MeLin, Palmer of 11th, Phippe, Reeves and Rob-
erts-iT.

Nays-Messrs. Adams, Broome, Chiplev, Dougherty,
Eendley, Palmer of 14ath and Thomas-8.

F~-~ d~So House Bill No. 189 as amended passed, title as stated.
! - ~~~And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
~i;-l -1Mr. Perrenot was excused from voting.

Mr. Broome called up-
House Bill No. 64:
A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the taking or re-

ceiving money on deposit by any bank after the insolvency
of said banlk, and providing punishment for the same,

And House Bill No. 64 was read a third time in full and
put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st,

Broome, Clark, Darby, Dougherty, Hendley, McLin, Palmer
of 14th, Roberts, Thomas and Williams-13.



1241

Nays-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bynum, Carson,
Chipley, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge,
Hooker, Myers, Reeves and Wadsworth-14.

So House Bill No. 64 failed to pass.
By permission-
Mr. Williams, Acting Chairman of the Committee on Fi--X

nance and Taxation, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASsE;, FLA., June 2, 1897. 5 d

HON. CHAS. 3. PERRENOT, 

President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Committee on Finance and Taxation, to whom
was referred-

House Bill No. 262: 
A bill to be entitled an act to empower cities and towns to

assess omitted lands, and lands illegally sold for taxes.
Have carefully examined the same, and find that the title

is defective in that the words "A bill to be entitled," 1is
omitted, and recommend that the title be amended by the 
prefixing of the words "A bill to be entitled" betfore the word
"an" in the title of the bill. i

And as thus amended recommend that the same do pass.

Very respectfully,

AUTHOR T. WILLIAMS,
Acting Chairman Committee on Finance and Taxaiion. 

And House Bill No. 262, contained in the above report,
together with the amendments offered by the committee, was
placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Bvnumn called up-
Senate Bill No. 131:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 1 of "an act 

in relation to the prosecution by the State of violation of
prohibition regulations,"' approved April 25, 1895.

Ancl Senate Bill No. 131 was read a third time in full and
put upon its passage. 

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Blitch of 20th, Blitch

of l21st, Bynumn, Carson, Cbipley, Clark, Crosby, Daniel, ;
Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Hendley, Hooker,
Myers, McLin, Palmer of 14th, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas,
Wadsworth and Williams-24.

Navs-N one.
So Senate Bill No. 131 passed, title as stated.
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And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Carson called up- ,
Senate Joint Resolution No. 143:
Senate Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to

section one (1) of article tell (10) of the Constitution of the
State of Florida, relating to homestead exemptions.

~it; ~ And Senate Joint Retolution No. 143 was read a third
time in fall and put upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote Was:
Teas-Mr. President. Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,

Blitch of 2lst, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Crosby,
Daniel, Dougherty, G tillard, Hartridge, Hooker, McLin,
Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts, Wadcls-
worth and Williams-21l

Nays-None
So Senate Joint Resolution No. 143, having received three-

fifths of the votes of all the members elected to the Senate,
j: l~upasstd, title as stated.

IMr. Wadsworth, Chairman of the Committee on Corpora-
tions, submitted the following report:

~I;~~~~ : ~~SENATE CHAMBER,
r:1.~~~~ ~TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERPtENOT.

~~~~~L ~President of the Senate:

SiR-Your Committee on Corporations, to whom was re-
ferred-

lHouse Bill No. 4061:
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florida Her-

aid Publishing Company.
Have had the same under consideration, and recommend

that the same do pass.
Very respectfully,

B. D. WADSWORTH,

Chairman Committee on Corporations.
And House Bill No. 4061, contained in the above report,

was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.
Mr: Blitch of 21st called up Senate Bill No. 298, and

moved that he be allowed to substitute therefor House Bill
No. 4064, and that he be allowed to withdraw Senate Bill
No. 298;

Which was agreed to.
And Senate Bill No. 298 was withdrawn.
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Mr. Blitch of 21st called up-
House Bill No. 4064:
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Florida

Herald Publishing Company.
Mr. Blitch of 21st moved that the rules be waived, and' 

House Bill No. 4064 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 4064 was read second time by its title.
Mr. Blitch of 21st moved, that the rules be waived, and

House Bill No. 4064 be read a third time and put upon its.
passage; -i

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 4064 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Clark,
Crosby, Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Iartridge, Hendley, McLin,
Palmer of 11th. Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Roberts, Thomas,
Wadsworth and Williams-24.

Nays-None.
So House Bill No. 4061 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-

tives.
Mr. Chiplev called up- A
House Bill No. 172:
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor,

Comptroller and Treaiurer to deposit the public moneys in
such banks as shall furnish collaterals, providing for the sale
of such collaterals, and prohibiting the Treasurer from de-
positing any Coneys in any bank without the consent of the
Goivetnor and Comptroller. i

And House Bill No. 172 was read a second time in full
together with amendments offered by the Committee on
Finance and Taxation.

Mr. Chipley moved that the Senate non-concur in the com-
mittee amendments;

Which was anreed to,
Mr. D ughorty moved that the rules be waived, and House-

Bill No. 172 be read a third time and put upon its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 112 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of

2)th BMitch of 21st, Broome, Bvnum, Carson, Chipley,
Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hart-
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ridge, Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 11th. Palmer of 14th,
Phipps, Roberts, Thomas and Williams-24.

Nays-Mr. Darbv-1.
So House Bill No. 172 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-

tives.
Mr. Clark called up-
House Bill No. 389:
A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the boundary be-

tween the counties of Calhoun and Washington, in the State
of Florida.

Mr. Clark moved that the rules be waived. and House Bill
No. 389 be read second time by its title;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 389 was read second time by its title.
Mr. Clark moved that the rules be waived, and House Bill

No. 389 be read a third time and put upon its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 389 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitnh of

20th, Blitch of 21st, Bynum, Carson, CItipley, Clark, Crosby,
Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge. Hooker, MlcLin,
Palmer of 11th Palmer of 14th, Plhipps, Roberts, Thomas
and Williams-23.

Nays-None.
So Hlouse Bill No. 389 passed, title as stated.
Andi was ordered certifitd to the House of Represenata-

fives.

Mr. Crosby called up-
House Bil No. 201:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 5, chapter

4193, Laws of Florida, being an act fixing the salary and
mileage otf the county school boards.

And House Bill No. 201 was read second time in full.
Mr. Carson moved that the rules be waived, and that

House Bill No. 201 be read a third time and put upon its pas-
sage;

\Vhich was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 201 was read the third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of

-20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum. Carson, Chipley,
Crosby, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Flartridge,
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Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th,Phipps,
Roberts and Thomas-22.

Nays-Mr. Williams-1.
So House Bill No. 201 passed, title as stated. 7
And was ordered certified to the House of Representa- 

tives. 
Mr. Crosby withdrew Senate Bill No. 226: 
Mr. Dimick moved that the Senate do now take a recess .

until 8:00 p. m; 
Which was agreed to.
Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned until 8:00 o clock 

this evening. 

NIGHT SESSION.
8:00 o'CLocn. '

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
Upon call of the roll, the following Senators answered to,

their names:
Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch of 

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, H i
Crosby, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, q
Myers, McLin, Palmer of 1lth, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts,. Il
Wadsworth and Wllliams-23. 

A quorum present. ,
Mr. Daniel was excused for the evening.
Mr. Hooker was excased for the evening on account of

sickness.
By permission-
Mr. Gaillard introduced:
Senate Bill No. 305: :- 
A bill to be entitled an act fixing the per diem to be paid to

the expert employed by the special committee to examine the 1
State Treasurel's office;

Which was read the first time by its title. l
Mr. Gaillard moved that the rules be waived, and that ,

Senate Bill No. 305 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote. 
And Senate Bill No. 305 was read second time by its title.
Mr. Gaillald moved that the rules be waived, and Senate A

Bill No. 305 be read a third time and put on its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And Senate Bill No. 305 was read the third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was. 
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber,
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Blitch of B20th, Blitch of 21st, Bynum. Carson, Chipley,
Crosby, Darbyv, Dimick, Doughertv, Gaillard, Hartridge,
AcLin, Palmer of 12th, Phipps, Roberts and Wadsworth-20.

Nays-Messrs. Broome, and Williams-2.
So Senate Bill No. 305 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
Mr Carson offere I the following resolution:
Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 23:
Whereas, Continual navigation of the lakes, canals and

rivers between the town of IKissimmee, in Osceola county,
and Lake Okeechobee is extremely desirable;

Resolvtd by the Senate, the House concurring, That the
trnstees of the Internal Improvement Fund are hereby au-
thorized to investigate the possibility of such lakles, canals
and rivers performeng the double service of drainage and
navigation, and to ascertain the best and most economical
method of accomplishing such objects.

Mr. Carson moved that the rules be waived, and that the
resolution be read the read the second time;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 23 was read the

:second time.
Mr. Carson moved the adoption of the resolution;
Which was agreed to.
House Bill No. 12:
A bill to be entitled an act to give unto the Florida Cen-T7 ~ tral and Peninsular Railroad Company the power of eminent

domain and the right to condemn property between Plant
City, in Hillsorough county, Florida, and the city of Tampa,
and the waters ot Hillsborough river and Hillsborough bay,
in said county and State.

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put
upon its passage.

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Blitch of

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
<Darby, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer
of 11th, Phipps, Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Wil-
[iams-20.

Ntays-Mr. Crosby-1-.
So House Bill No. 12 passed, title as stated.
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By permission-
Mr. Wardsworth, Chairman of the Committee on Militia,

submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897; 

Hon. CHAs. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

; SlySiR-Your Committee on Militia, to whom was refirred-
Senate Bill No. 303:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide a hospital and am-

bulance corps for the Florida State Iroops, to create certain
additional staff officers, and to provide for inspection and
other duly by members of the staff.

Beg leave to report that they have examined the same, and
recommend that it do pass.

Very respectfully,

B. D. WADSWOP.TH,

Chairman Committee on Militia.

And Senate Bill No. 303, contained in the above report, was
placed on the calenidar of bills on second reading.

Mr. McLin moved that he be allowed to substitute House
Bill No. 305 for Senate Bill No. 231 on the calendar;

Which was agreed to.
And,
House Bill No. 305:
A bill to be entitled act to amend section 1, article 2; sec-

tions 1 and 2, article 3; sections 2 and 3, article 8, and
section 1, article 9, of chapter 4297 of the Laws of Florida,
approved Mav 30, 1893. being an act to incorporate the city
of Bartow and to abolish the present incorporation of said
city,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its passage.

: ~Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
. ~Yeas-Mr. Presilent, MIessrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,

Blitch of 21st, Broome. Chipley, Crosby, Darby, Dimick,
Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th,
Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and Williams-1s.

Nays-None.
So House Bill No. 305 passed, title as stated.
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By permission-
Mr. Myers, Chairman of the Committee on Judiciary, sub-

mitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLA.H&SSEE, FLA., June 2, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERBENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR--Your Committee on Judiciary. to whom was re-
ferred-

House Bill No. 341:
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel Rev-

nolds, a fish commissioner of the State of Florida.
Beg leave to report that they have carefully considered the

same, and herewith return it without recommendation.
Very respectfully,

FRED T. MYERs,

Chairman Judiciary Committee.

And House Bill No. 341, contained in the above report,.
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

House Bill No. 301:
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Alafia, Man-

atee and Gulf Coast Railroad Company,
Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put

upon its passage.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr President, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome,

Carson, Chipley, DI)arby, Dimick, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers,.
McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and
Williams-1 7.

Nays--None.
So House Bill No. 301 passed, title as stated.
Mr. Myers moved that he be allowed to substitute House

Bill No. 341 for Senate Bill No. 244 on the calendar;
Which was agreed to.
Mr. Darlby withdrew Senate Bill No. 244.
House Bill No. 341:
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel

J. Reynolds, a fish ooulmissioner of the State of Florida.
Was taken up.
Mr. Darby moved that the rules be waived, and House-

Bill No. 341 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.

-A
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And House Bill No. 341 was read the second timeby its-
title.

Mr. Darby moved that the rules be waived and House Bill.
No. 341 be read a third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
Aud House Bill No. 341 was read a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of' 

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Crosby,
Darhy, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, flartridge, Myers, I 
McLin, Palmer of 11th, Phipps, Roberts, Wadsworth and 
Williams-21. i

Nays-None. 
So House BHill No. 341 passed, title as stated. I, 
And was ordered certified to the House of Representa- I

tives.
House Bill No. 321:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 10 of an act

entitled an act to keep in repair all public roads and bridges
and to open new roads in the county of Orange. State of 
Florida, approved June 5, 1891,so as to authorize said county
to levy a special tax for road improvement, 

Was taken up andcl read the third time in full, and put upon i
its passage. i

Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of i

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Darfy,
Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillarcl, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, 
Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14tb, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts,. 
Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams-24.

Nays-None. 
So House Bill No. 321 passed, title as stated. i -*
Senate Memorial No. 257:
A memorial to the Congress of the United States asking- 

i an appropriation for opening Jupiter Inlet,
Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put uponi

its passage.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of

20th, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Clark, Darby, Dimick,
Dougherty, Gaillard, HEartrldge, Myers. McLin, Palmer of .
14tb, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Wadsworth and Williams--21 .

Nays-Mr. Blitch of 21st-1. -
So Senate Memorial No. 25'1 passed, title as stated. 
Mr. Dougherty moved that the rules be waived, and he

be allowed to call up Senate Bill No. 2719; ;
79 x

'a- Si
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Wbich was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
Mr. Dougherty called up-
'Senate Bill No. 279:

| A bill to be entitled an act to appropriate fifteen hundred
j' · ~dollars for the erection of a monument to the Confederate

soldiers on the battlet field of Olustee, in this State.
~LS~~ Mr. Dougherty moved that the rules be waived, and Senate

Bill No. 279 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And Senate Bill 279 was read second time by its title.
Mr. Dougherly moved that the rules be waived, and Senate

Bill No. 279 be lead a third time and put upon its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
Andl Senate Bill No. 279 was read a third time in full.

em ~ ~ li~Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. Prnsident, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of

21st, Broome, Carson, Chilpley, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty,
iil-§ Gnaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer ot 11th, Phipps, Roberts,
~i 1- Thomas, Wadclsworth and Williams-O19.

Nays-MHr. Blitch of 20th-1.
~i · ~- *So Senate Bill No. 279 passed, title as stated.

And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-
tives.

Senate Bill No. 233:
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the county commis-

sionels of Pollk county to call an election to vote a special
road tax for roads in the several road districts of said county,

jo rc~and providing how the revenue shall be expended,
Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon

its passage.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of

2Otb, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson, Chipley, Daiby,
Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Phiplps,
Reeves, Robe' ts, Thomas, Wadswortll and Williams-20.

Nays-None.
So Senate Bill No. 233 passed, title as stated.
Senate Bill No. 232:
A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hills-

borough river in Volusia county to Indian river north,
Was taken uip and read the third time in full, and put upon

its passage.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of

LOth, Blilch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Clark, Dim-
ick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin, Palmer

i 1
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of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas,
Wadsworth and Williams-23.

Nays-None.
So Senate Bill No. 232 passed, title as stated.
Mr. Palmerof 11th moved that the rules be waived, and

he be allowed to call up House Bill No. 179, now on its
second reading;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And, 
House Bill No. 179:
A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of creditors of 

insolvent traders.
Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and I

HIouse Bill No. 179 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 179 was read the second time by its

title.
Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and

House Bill No. 179 be read a third time arid put upon its
passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 179 was read a third time in full.
Pending which- 
Mr. Palmer of ltb moved that House Bill No. 179 be made

a sp ecial order for 10:30 o'clock to-morrow; i
Which was agreed to.
Mr. Blitch of 20Lth moved that- he be allowed to substitte

House Bill No. 218 for Senate bill No. 200 on the calendar; '
Which was agreed to.
House Bill No. 218:
A bill to be entitled an act to empower companies whose I

capital shall not exceed $10,000 to incorporate at small ex- 
pense,

Was taken up.
Mr. Blitch of 20th moved that the r ules be waived, and House !

Bill No. 218 be read the second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 218 was rcad second time by its title.
Mr. Blitch of 20th moved that the rules be waived, and 

House Bill No. 218 be read a third time and put upon its
passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 218 was read a third time in full. 
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Messrs. Bailev, Blitch of 20th, Blitch of 21st,

Broome, Darby, Palmer of 14th and Thomas-7.
Nays-Mr. President, MIessrs. Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
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Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers, McLin,
Palmer of Iltb, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, and Williams-15.

So House Bill No. 218 failed to pass.
Mr. Palmer of 11th asked perrmission to withdraw Senate

Bill No. 120;
Which was granted.
And Senate Bill No. 120 was withdrawn.
House Bill No. SS:
Abill to be entitled an act for the relief of John W.

Dyches, esxtreasurler of Lalke county,
Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon

upon its passage:
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey. Bliteh of2lst, Broome,

Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Darby, Dimickl, Dougherty, Gail-
lard, IHartridge, Myers, MeLin, Palmer of l4th, Phipps,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Williams-20.

Navs-None.
S.) House Bill No. 88 passed, title as stated.
Mr. Palmer ot 11th was excosed from voting.
Mir. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and he be

allowed to call up HIouse Joint Resolution No. 71, now on its
second readinog;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And,
House Joint Resolution No. 71:
Relative to an adclitional appropriation for the improve-

ment of the Apalachicola river and the lower Chipola river,
Was taken up.
Mr. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and that House

Joint Resolutiog No. 71 be read secondl time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Joint Resolution No. 71 was read the second

time by its title.
Mr. Chipley moved that the rules be waived, and House

Joint Resolutlon No. 71 be read a third time and put upon
its passage;

Wbich was agreeed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Joint Resolution No. 11 was read a third titme

in full.
Upon call of Ihe roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 20th,

Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Clark,
Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, Myers,

lMcLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps, Reeves,
Roberts, 'lThomas and Williams-23.

Nays-None.
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So House Joint Resolution No. 71 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representa-

tives.
Mr. Darby moved that he be allowed to substitute House

Bill No. 246 for Senate Bill No. 139 on the calendar; j
Which was agreed to.
House Bill No. 246:
A bill to be entitled an act to enable cities and towns to

manufacture and distribute gas and electricity, and to con-
struct, purchase, lease or establish and maintain within its 
limils one or mne plants for the manufac.ure or distribution -
of gas or electricity for furnishing light for municip3l use, 
and for the use of such of its inhabitants as may require and 
pay for the sa!ne as herein provided,

Was taklen up.
Mr. Barber moved that the rules be waived, and House

Bill No. 246 be read second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vole. 
And I-louse Bill No. 246 was read second time by its title. 
Mr. Darby moved that the rutles be waived, and Htouse Bill I

No. 246 be read a third time and pat upon its passage;
Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And I-Icuse Bill No. 246 was read a third time in full. 
Upon call of the roll, the vote was: '
Yeas-Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Blitch of 2Oth, Blitch of2lst, 

Broome, Bynum, Carson, OhiDpley, Clalrk, Darby, Dimick,
Gaillard, Hartridge, MeLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th,
Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Williams-20.

Nays-Mr. Dougherty--l.
So Senate Bill No. 246 passed, title as stated. 
And was ordered certifiedl to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Darby was allowed to withdraw Senate Bill No. 139. r
Mr. Thomas, moved that the rules be waived,, and

he be allowed to call up House Bill No. 147, now on its
second reading; 

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And,
House Bill No. 147: 
A bill to be entitled act for the relief of James M. Driver , .

and Wm. H. Bigham,
Was taken up. i
Mr. Thomas moved that the rules be waived, and House

Bill No. 147 be read a second time by its title;
Which was agreed to by a two thirds vote. 
And House Bill No. 14'7 was read a second time by its

title. 

16I
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Mr. Thomas moved that the rules be waived, and House
Bill No. 147 be read a third time and put upon its passage;

Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And House Bill No. 141 was lead a third time in full.
Upon call of the roll, thevote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey; Blitch of

t1 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Chipley, Darby,
Dougherty, Gaillard, Hartridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th,
Palmer of 14tb, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts, Thomas and Wil-
liams-20.

Nays-Messrs. Carson and Clark-2.
So House Bill No. 147 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the Hlouse of Representa-

tives.
Fr ~ AMr. Clark asked permission to withdraw Senate Bill No.

289;
Lt': mWhich was granted.

And Senate Bill No. 289 was withdrawn.
Mr. Gaillard moved that the rules be waived, and he be al-b:~: ~ lowed to call up Senate Bill No. 165 now on its third reading;

|j: m~Which was agreed to by a two-thirds vote.
And,
Senate Bill No. 16a:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 218:3, Revised

1i ~ ~ Statutes of the State of Florida; regulation of banking busi-
ness,

L;\ 'CMras read the third time in fall.
Upon call of the roll, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. President, Messlrs. Adams, Blitch of 20th,

Bynum, Chipley, Claik, Darby, Dougherty, Gaillard, Hart-
ridge, McLin, Palmer of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Phipps,
Reeves, Roberts and Thomis-17.

Nays-Messrs. Bailey, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Carson and
Williams-5.

So Senate Bill No. 163 passed, title as stated.
And was ordered certified to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Bynum moved that the Senate do now adjourn;
Which was agreed to.
Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning.




