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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Pruitt at 11:00 a.m. A
quorum present—40:

Mr. President Dockery Oelrich
Alexander Fasano Peaden
Aronberg Gaetz Posey
Atwater Garcia Rich
Baker Geller Ring
Bennett Haridopolos Saunders
Bullard Hill Siplin
Carlton Jones Storms
Constantine Joyner Villalobos
Crist Justice Webster
Dawson King Wilson
Dean Lawson Wise
Deutch Lynn
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Rabbi Yossi Eber of Chabad of
West Pasco:

God in heaven, Master of the Universe, we stand here before you in
prayer. Look favorably upon the honorable members of the Senate, from
this great State of Florida. Bless these distinguished individuals, who
have been chosen to make laws and decisions for all of the citizens of our
state.

Let us recognize that this privileged position enables us to actually
perform one of the Seven Noahide Laws given to us by God at the dawn

of civilization. You commanded us that every society be governed by just
laws which are based in the recognition and acknowledgment of you, O
God, as the sovereign ruler of all men and all nations.

We, the citizens of the United States of America, proudly proclaim our
commitment to this system of justice in the Pledge of Allegiance, “one
nation under God — with liberty and justice for all.”

Almighty God, grant those assembled here to enact laws with your
assistance and guidance so that they will always be conscious of your
presence in their lives, and conduct their work accordingly. May they
constantly realize that in laboring for the enactment of just laws, they
are doing your will.

We beseech you, almighty and merciful God, bless each and every
member of this august body with the joy of life, good health, good cheer,
profound wisdom, never-ending compassion and concern for all of man-
kind, as we strive for an era of peace and justice, and let us say, Amen.

PLEDGE

Senate Pages Antonio Harris of Tallahassee; Katy Melchiorre of
Marco Island; JhaRonte James of Tallahassee, grandson of Ruby Den-
nis, Sergeant at Arms office; and Gregory “Greg” Twogood of Westford,
Massachusetts, nephew of Phil Twogood, Rules Committee Staff Direc-
tor, led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Edward William Pelote of Ft. Pierce,
who he sponsored as doctor of the day. Dr. Pelote specializes in Internal
Medicine.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President recognized Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink; former
Senator, Commissioner of Agriculture Charles H. Bronson; and Attorney
General Bill McCollum.

The President recognized the following Supreme Court Jus-
tices: Justice Charles T. Wells, Justice Barbara J. Pariente, Justice
Peggy A. Quince, Justice Raoul G. Cantero III and Justice Kenneth B.
Bell.

The President recognized the following former Senate Presi-
dents: John Vogt, 1986-88; Gwen Margolis, 1990-92; James Scott,
1994-96; and Jim King, 2002-04, and his wife, Linda.

The President also recognized former Senators John Broxson, John
Grant, Van Poole, Congressman Kendrick Meek and former Congress-
woman Karen Thurman.

The President recognized Senator King who acknowledged the Senate
spouses.
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable Ken Pruitt, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has adopted HCR 8003 and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

William S. Pittman III, Chief Clerk
By Representative Rivera—

HCR 8003—A concurrent resolution providing that the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate convene in Joint Session for the purpose of
receiving a message from the Governor.

—was read the first time in full. On motion by Senator King, by two-
thirds vote HCR 8003 was read the second time by title, unanimously
adopted and certified to the House.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Carlton that a committee be appointed to notify
the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened and ready
to proceed to the business of the session, the President appointed Sena-
tors Webster, Peaden, Lawson, Gaetz, Storms, Geller, Crist, Oelrich,
Justice, Joyner, Baker, Constantine, Posey, Haridopolos, Deutch, Gar-
cia, Villalobos, Diaz de la Portilla, Rich and Ring. The committee was
excused.

On motion by Senator Carlton that a committee be appointed to notify
the Governor that the Senate was convened and ready to proceed to the
business of the session, the President appointed Senators Carlton, King,
Hill, Dean, Wise, Lynn, Fasano, Jones, Dockery, Alexander, Siplin, Ben-
nett, Atwater, Aronberg, Dawson, Wilson, Margolis, Saunders and Bul-
lard. The committee was excused.

COMMITTEES DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

The committee appointed to notify the Governor appeared at the bar
of the Senate and reported to the President that its duty had been
performed. The committee was thanked for its service and discharged.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT KEN PRUITT

Senators, families, our professional staff, and our invited guests: Wel-
come.

When I took the gavel for the first time as President, I spoke about the
beginning of our “journey” together. Today, I welcome you to the half-
way point. It’s been an incredible ride so far.

There are parts of this moment in history that occur as a result of
choices we have made. Yet there is one choice that a President does not
get to make; that is, which Governor and Speaker he or she will serve
with. You have heard me say time and time again how grateful during
my term as President, and how blessed I am to have Governor Crist and
Speaker Marco Rubio as my partners.

When it comes to Governor Crist, what can I say? He is Franklin
Roosevelt and Ronald Reagan all wrapped up in one. I really love this
man—his “can do,” “It’'s always morning in America” attitude is an
inspiration to every citizen in our great state. It’s a sharp contrast to the
“gloom and doom,” “It’s America’s fault” attitude that pervades his crit-
ics and pundits and some in the media. I count my blessings every day
for Charlie Crist.

Speaker Rubio, I love you too. Sometimes he’s tough to love, but I do
genuinely love him. He is a man who has the courage of his convictions,
an inspiring leader who keeps us pushing the envelope of greatness at
every turn. I am proud to be his partner.

As T look across this chamber at the faces of our families and loved
ones, I see a lot of genuine smiles—smiles not yet faded by the extra
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responsibilities and sacrifices that they bear because of the duties that
take us away from home. [To the families:] You may not be elected, but
you truly are public servants of the highest order, and we thank you.

To my bride, Aileen, it’s been quite a year. You are the strongest
person I have ever known. You have lifted me when I was at my lowest
points, you, your joy and laughter have brightened my darkest days,
and, above all, you have been the perfect match to complete my soul.
Aileen, I love you.

Opening days are among those unique jewels in the treasure chest of
Senate tradition. They give us the chance to stop for a moment and
reflect on what has been done, and what is left for us to do.

Tonight, our Governor will give the State of the State speech. This
morning, I have the privilege of reporting to you on the “State of the
Senate.”

Senators, I am proud to say, the State of our Senate is very, very good.
One year ago, we rededicated ourselves to the goal of putting aside
partisanship to rise above our individual interests in order to better
represent those who we are called to serve. We committed to working
together with a united front to do the people’s work.

While many words will be spoken today, and many ceremonies will
take place, if I could step away from policy and legislation for a moment
to speak to you on a personal level, I would like to say to each of you with
genuine gratefulness, “Thank you.” Thank you for the honor and privi-
lege of being your President. Thank you for your continuing efforts to be
a united Senate.

By standing together we not only called upon, as Abraham Lincoln so
eloquently described, “the better angels of our nature,” but we have also
been able to fulfill our very special role in American democracy as the
thoughtful, deliberative, and inclusive chamber. Because of you, our
work product represented the best and brightest ideas of all Senators—
without regard for party, seniority, or alliances. Our work product repre-
sented Florida. The results speak for themselves.

With a united voice, this chamber passed comprehensive property
insurance reform. The legislation has made significant progress in sta-
bilizing a shell-shocked market. It’s frightening to think of what this
market would be without those reforms. Rates are finally going down for
consumers. The patient is stable, yet we know that there is more to do
in order to continue the process of healing and recovery.

We started the 2007 Session with a strong commitment to public
safety by passing Florida’s Anti-Murder Bill. Again, by unanimous vote,
this chamber passed legislation to keep dangerous criminals locked
away from hurting our children, our seniors, and our neighbors. And it
is working.

Senators, we took on property tax relief and reform; one of the most
contentious and complex issues that I have seen while serving in the
Legislature. I cannot tell you how proud I am of the way you conducted
yourselves during the heat of the battle.

Last year, I called you the master architects of the process, and you
were just that. Property taxes are lower today because of you. Despite
the many, many, MANY critics and pundits, Floridians got the last word
on the issue. They said yes to our reforms by an overwhelming 64 per
cent, in one of the largest primary turnouts of BOTH PARTIES in Flori-
da’s history. That’s a pretty impressive seal of approval.

Though it is less written about, the statutory revenue cap on cities and
counties that this Senate championed is working. We've all seen what
has come to be known as the “Webster Chart”, the line graph that
measures the revenue collections of local governments. We said we
wanted to end the unaffordable, unsustainable spikes in property taxes.
We said taxpayers should not be burdened with the crushing weight of
massive increases. Thanks to your efforts, they won’t have to.

Our number one priority for the 2007 Legislative Session was to invest
in Building Florida’s Future, or “BFF” as we affectionately called it.
Senators, we invested over 5 billion dollars of non-recurring revenue into
Florida’s economy. We’re building more roads, schools, community col-
leges, universities; heavily investing in our water quality systems; and
most importantly, injecting significant “seed money” to grow a new
“knowledge-based” sector for Florida’s economy.
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We are seeing great success in our efforts. Last year I listed the
growing cluster of research-based industries locating to our state:
Scripps, Burnham, Torrey Pines, SRI. These are the trailblazing pio-
neers of a new economic frontier for Florida. Because of the Senate’s BFF
initiative, we now can add the world-renowned research institutions
Max Planck, VGTI, and Genomics to the growing list. Senators, our
efforts have caught the attention of the world like a sonic boom. We are
growing a new economy in Florida. I believe that 10 or 20 years from
now, Floridians will point to this Legislature as the leaders who had the
vision and courage to make it happen.

These new initiatives occurred against the backdrop of our long-term
and continuing commitment to our state’s priorities: Health Care, our
Seniors, our Environment, and Education.

In 2008, we will press on. The first two quarters have been played, but
there is still a second half to go.

In some ways, it feels like we have never really stopped. I realize the
special sessions and additional meetings have taken their toll. It would
be tempting to let up, but we cannot. We must not. We are going to keep
aggressively moving forward.

There are new challenges. Revenues continue to drop. While there is
no unified opinion among the experts or pundits as to whether we are
in a recession, near a recession, or will barely avoid a recession, one
thing is certain, we are experiencing challenging economic times.

Senators, we will have less money to spend this year than we had last
year. Less money means having to say no a whole lot more. It means
fewer bills and no special projects.

It is times like these when our mettle is tested. It is a whole lot easier
to lead when there is a lot of money. The pressure will be on as we reduce
costs, find efficiencies, and say “no” to new initiatives. Now, more than
ever, the traditional role of the Senate is going to be vital.

Any legislator who plans on focusing solely on the “here and now” is
going to have a long, long session. Seasoned veterans of this process will
tell you, you can’t live solely for today, we must view our decisions based
on the long-term results for Florida.

Senator Margolis, you served as Senate President in 1990, presiding
over the last major economic downturn in Florida. Senator King, you led
this Senate in the aftermath of 9-11. This body did not only get through
those tough times, we came out better and stronger than before.

This isn’t the time to shrink back or bunker in; it’s the time to act. We
are not only going to get through these challenging times, but we are
going to move Florida forward.

It’s why we are going to continue investing in Florida’s infrastructure
and economic innovations with Building Florida’s Future 2. It is my hope
that we can match or exceed the investment that we made last year. The
fact remains that non-recurring dollars are best spent on one-time initia-
tives. It’s why we are promoting Building Florida’s Future 2, a plan to
strategically invest our non-recurring dollars to stimulate Florida’s
economy.

We are going to continue to move aggressively forward on property
insurance reform. The Select Committee on Property Insurance Ac-
countability is meeting and already they have had an impact. Immedi-
ately after Senator Atwater and Senator Geller announced that they
were bringing insurance executives in under oath, and by subpoenas if
necessary, the Office of Insurance Regulation received calls from several
companies who suddenly wanted to call off their challenges to the lower
rates that OIR demanded. We are going to keep the pressure on. We will
continue to get answers. We will change the law if needed to ensure that
consumers in Florida get the rate reductions that we intended for them.

We will move forward on energy independence for our state. We are
all aware of the scientific and political debates on global warming. Let’s
not get caught up in that debate. Rather, we must realize that increasing
Florida’s energy independence can only benefit our state. Let us forge
ahead on an alternative energy policy so that we can leave a healthy and
vibrant Florida for our children and their children.

We have made tremendous investments in our precious environment,
including the Northern Everglades Act passed just last year, and we
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plan to continue the efforts. Our focus this year will be creating a succes-
sor program to Florida Forever, extending our environmentally sensitive
land purchase program to take us into the next generation.

We are going to move forward on education accountability with a
constitutional amendment that will put the selection of an Education
Commissioner back in the hands of the voters. By doing so, we not only
give Floridians a meaningful role in the direction of our education sys-
tem in Florida, but we also elevate education back into a cabinet level
position, a place that it rightly deserves.

The amendment will also address the deficiencies in the constitutional
amendment in 2003 authorizing the Board of Governors. The authors,
for whatever reason, left out what was probably the most important
question when the Board of Governors was created. Senators, we are
going to allow the people to have a clear and transparent vote on the
issue. Do they want an unelected board to set tuition, or do they want
their Legislature, a body elected by the people, to set it?

Finally, we will move forward with an initiative to protect our most
vulnerable population, our seniors, from financial and criminal preda-
tors. To all those, including companies, who confuse and deceive seniors
out of their savings with financial schemes that scam thousands upon
thousands of dollars from our seniors, we are putting you on notice. We
will partner with our Chief Financial Officer and the Department of
Financial Services to implement severe penalties to protect our Greatest
Generation.

Senators, as I said in my opening, we have finished the first half, but
there is still another half before us. When the final gavel falls in just 60
days, I believe we will be able to look back with pride and satisfaction
that we did our job, and we did it well. It is also likely that we will finish
this session with a little bit of sadness, for the end of session will also
mark the last day of legislative service for six of our Senators.

With the departure of these beloved colleagues, we will lose 116 years
of combined legislative service. As I read their names, undoubtedly a
wave of memories, emotions, and appreciation will flood each of our
hearts:

Senator Gwen Margolis,
Senator Burt Saunders,
Senator Mandy Dawson,
Senator Steve Geller,
Senator Lisa Carlton, and
Senator Daniel Webster.

Each one has made significant contributions to our state and indelible
marks in our lives.

[To the Senators:] Thank you for your incredible service to the Senate,
and to our state. This is your last session, and we plan to make it your
best one yet. Most of our “send-off” ceremonies will happen during the
last week of session, but I thought it would be fitting to begin your final
session with a public tribute to each of you for your incredible service to
our state.

Senators, I invite you to take this moment to watch a brief photo
presentation honoring our six Senators.

[Video Presentation]

[To the entire Senate:] Senators, let us take every opportunity to spend
time with these special people in the last days of their noble service in
the Senate. They have fought many battles and navigated through some
very choppy waters. They have much to offer, and we should take every
chance we can to tap into their storehouse of institutional wisdom.

And so it begins. The 2008 Legislative Session. Our second half. I am
proud of the work that we have done, aware of the challenges that are
ahead, and confident that together we will accomplish an agenda that
will result in a stronger and better Florida for generations to come.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Repre-
sentatives Gardiner, Gelber, Grant and Richter was received and in-
formed the Senate that the House of Representatives was convened and
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ready to proceed to the business of the session. The committee then
withdrew from the chamber.

MOTIONS RELATING TO
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Senator King announced that the Fiscal Policy and Calendar Commit-
tee will meet from 1:15 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. this day.

On motion by Senator King, the rules were waived and the following
committees were granted permission to meet this day from 2:15 p.m.
until 4:30 p.m., Banking and Insurance; Commerce; Regulated Indus-
tries; and Transportation.

On motion by Senator King, the rules were waived and the following
committees were granted permission to meet Wednesday, March
5: from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Military Affairs and Domestic Security; and from 2:00 p.m. until
4:30 p.m., Children, Families, and Elder Affairs; Education Pre-K - 12;
Health Policy; and Health Regulation.

MOTIONS

On motion by Senator King, the rules were waived and by two-thirds
vote SB 1676, CS for SB 1678, SB 1680 and SB 1682 were established
as the Special Order Calendar for Thursday, March 6.

RECESS

On motion by Senator King, the Senate recessed at 12:02 p.m., and
pursuant to HCR 8003, the Senate will meet in joint session at
5:30 p.m. this day for the purpose of receiving a message from the
Governor.

JOINT SESSION

Pursuant to HCR 8003, the Senate met in the chamber of the House
of Representatives where they were received in due form. The joint
session was called to order by The Honorable Marco Rubio, Speaker of
the House of Representatives.

The Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet and the Supreme
Court Justices were received and seated.

The Speaker invited Senator Pruitt, President of the Senate, and
Senator Carlton, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, to the rostrum
and requested the President to preside over the joint session.

THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING
The President declared a quorum of the joint session present.
House Chaplain Bob West delivered the prayer.

The President led the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America.

The Speaker recognized Doctor Edward William Pelote of Ft. Pierce,
sponsored by the President, as doctor of the day.

On motion by Representative Sansom that a committee be appointed
to notify the Governor that the joint session was assembled to receive his
message, the President appointed Senators Webster, Carlton, Dawson,
Geller, Margolis and Saunders; and on behalf of the Speaker, appointed
Representatives Zapata, Ausley, Brown, Cusack, Grant, Hukill, Ross,
Traviesa and Troutman. The committee withdrew from the chamber.

The committee appointed to wait upon the Governor subsequently
returned to the chamber escorting His Excellency, The Honorable Char-
lie Crist, Governor, who was escorted to the rostrum.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President recognized the following guests: First Lady of the
Senate, Aileen Pruitt; First Lady of the House, Jeanette Rubio; Senator
Lisa Carlton, President Pro Tempore of the Senate; Representative Mar-
sha “Marty” Bowen, Speaker Pro Tempore; former Speakers Lee Moffitt
and John Thrasher; former Speaker, Senator Daniel Webster; former
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Senators Curt Kiser, John Grant, Nancy Argenziano and Van Poole;
former Representatives Wilbert “Tee” Holloway and Dixie Sansom; and
former Senate Presidents Jim King and Gwen Margolis.

The President presented the Governor to the joint assembly.

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR
CHARLIE CRIST

Good evening. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Lt. Governor, Mr. Chief
Justice and members of the court, members of the Cabinet, the Legisla-
ture, honored guests, and my fellow Floridians across our state. Good
evening to you all.

I also want to recognize my family seated in the gallery, my mother,
my father, my sisters and their families. Thank you for your support. I
love you very much.

I want to thank Sergeant Allison Jean Justice from Jacksonville for
her service to the American people. Whether serving in Iraq, Afghani-
stan or other places around the world, the members of the Florida Na-
tional Guard and our Armed Forces are protecting our freedoms in
distant places. General Burnett, good to see you. And Representative
Mike Scionti, Captain Scionti—welcome home.

It is good to be here with all of you this evening.

In many ways, tonight marks a new beginning. We begin a new tradi-
tion of speaking to our fellow Floridians at a time of day when every
Floridian can explore the opportunities and challenges that lie before us.
So, tonight we open another window into the workings of their govern-
ment. For the Floridians listening to this address for the first time, a
special welcome.

Thank you, President Ken Pruitt and Speaker Marco Rubio for your
great work. Because of your leadership and the tireless work of the
people in this chamber, and the work I know that you will continue to
do, tonight my friends I can report to you that the state of our state is
indeed strong.

A year ago I stood here before you as Florida’s new Governor. To-
gether, we have faced many challenges, from spiraling property taxes
and insurance rates, to devastating tornadoes that claimed 21 lives. And
together we have taken on these challenges.

Florida’s families and business are faced with extraordinary economic
times, sky rocketing gas prices, the threat of foreclosure and a softening
housing market. And, like Florida’s families, these challenging times
will require us to meet the demands of declining revenues.

How will we do this? By keeping taxes low, creating jobs, and fueling
an economy that ranks ahead of most nations of the world, we set a
model at which others can marvel.

Pessimists see problems, while optimists see opportunities. You know
I am an optimist, but no matter the perspective, we can dare to be great.

In early 2007, this Legislature passed, and I signed, a law lowering
property insurance companies’ costs with the condition they pass those
savings on to policy holders by cutting rates. Since then, no new rate
increases have been approved. Thank you, Commissioner Kevin
MecCarty for your great work on behalf of the people. Rates have dropped
an average of nearly 16 percent—and we will continue fighting for the
people. I would urge my fellow Floridians to visit ShopAndCompareR-
ates.com to find lower rates.

The message was clear: This Governor and this Legislature can, and
will, work together to help Floridians realize, and keep alive, the dream
of owning a home.

Acting as the people’s trustees, you passed a $15 billion property tax
cut, the largest tax cut in our state’s history. Voters made their voices
heard loud and clear with the passage of Amendment 1, bringing an-
other $9.3 billion in property tax relief—a $25 billion tax cut over the
next five years, all right back into the pockets of Florida’s families, at a
time when families need it most. Families like the Randolphs...

[Video of personal story about property taxes]
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These property tax cuts are just the beginning. We can and should
continue to fight for property tax relief and I encourage the Taxation and
Budget Reform Commission, led by our great former Speaker of the
House Allan Bense, to give the people the opportunity to vote for another
tax cut. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Just as Amendment 1 gave the people of Florida the opportunity to let
their voices be heard, so has the significant election reform you passed
last year. By moving up our state’s presidential primary, Floridians
turned out in record numbers to truly make an impact on who will
become the next President of the United States. When we dutifully cast
our paper ballots this November, we will do so knowing that the integrity
of this process, the very foundation of our democracy, has been protected
by the actions of this body. Just 90 miles south of us in Cuba, there are
those who dream of having this privilege and we must honor them by
casting our ballots in November.

One of my top priorities is making certain that every child in Florida
has the opportunity to live in a loving, safe and permanent home. To-
gether, we are increasing the number of successful adoptions. Thanks to
the hard work of the Office of Adoption and the Department of Children
and Families—Secretary Butterworth, what an incredible advocate you
are for the children of our state—and their many workers in the field,
who are ensuring that more of Florida’s children find loving homes.

Homes like Vivian Wilson’s. Vivian chose to adopt three teenage sis-
ters. She is proud of the way the girls have gained confidence socially,
academically and intellectually, proud that they are accepting chal-
lenges that they used to shy away from.

As much as we focus on finding adoptive families for foster children,
we are also focused on protecting those who remain in the state’s care.
That’s why I've recommended $9.8 million to purchase “all-in-one” case
management devices. Developed with our friends in the private sector
at UPS, we can revolutionize how we protect Florida’s foster children.
Up until now, we have done a better job in this country tracking pack-
ages than we have tracking the children placed in our care. This tool will
help our caseworkers focus on doing casework instead of paperwork in
living rooms instead of behind a desk. Our children deserve no less and
I urge you to support this funding.

I believe in second chances. Every child of God is entitled to a second
chance. Not only must we compensate those like Alan Crotzer who have
been wrongfully accused, we must also forgive those who broke the law
and paid their debt to society and provide them the opportunity to
restore their dignity and their self worth. Thanks to the good work of my
fellow Cabinet members, the civil rights of thousands of Floridians have
been restored, Floridians like Lisa Burford. Here’s Lisa’s story:

[Video of personal story about restoration of civil rights]
I am proud to say Lisa was able to cast her vote on January 29th.

I am also especially proud of initiatives we have launched in the past
year at little or no cost to taxpayers. Proof that government can serve
the people without spending their money.

Since December, we have helped over 28,000 Floridians receive dis-
counted prescription drugs through the Florida Discount Drug Card.
People like 20 year old Jackie who sent me this e-mail:

“Dear Mr. Crist, 'm a full-time college student and lost both of my
parents by the age of 19. I have not been able to go to the doctor due to
prescription drugs costing more than my doctors visit. I have applied for
the card and I know this will help young adults just like me.”

The success of the program lies in the state’s ability to negotiate on
behalf of millions of Floridians to lower drug prices. Eligible Floridians
can go to FloridaDiscountDrugCard.com to sign up.

What will we do in the coming year to continue moving Florida for-
ward? We will plan for the future while still protecting and caring for our
most vulnerable, our children, our elderly and our disabled.

Fiscal discipline has afforded us financial reserves to invest in our
future while balancing our budget during difficult economic times. We
have reserves for times when we need them; for times when we need to
sustain our commitment to those who rely upon us most; for times when
we need to invest in ourselves and our future; for times when waiting can
be too costly.
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My legislative package sets clear priorities and outlines a comprehen-
sive plan for moving Florida forward. It strengthens the pillars that
make our state great, the pillars that must be in place for us to be strong:

Healthy Families

World Class Schools

Safe Neighborhoods

A Vibrant Economy
Sustainable Natural Resources

These pillars must be our priorities.

The lack of health insurance is the primary barrier to accessing health
care. In Florida, 3.8 million people have no health insurance—including
650,000 children. This barrier exists not just for the poor and disadvan-
taged. Florida’s hardworking families and small business owners are
facing the same barrier every day, business owners like the Silvermintz
family. Here’s their story:

[Video of personal story about accessible health care]

This lack of access to health care is unacceptable. Together we can
seek a comprehensive, market-based strategy that can provide unin-
sured Floridians with affordable health and dental care.

I am proposing $63.9 million for the Florida Health Access System.
This three-year pilot joins the State, local hospitals and county health
departments in partnerships to provide preventive and primary health
care services to the uninsured.

Communities across our state have found it difficult to provide access
to health care for their people. This is not of their doing, but that of
government. Anti-competitive, bureaucratic barriers to affordable
health care must be eliminated.

I propose $60.6 million to be targeted toward enrolling more than
46,000 additional children in the KidCare program.

Child obesity is another threat to Florida’s children. The Governor’s
Council on Physical Fitness is charged with developing a state plan to
promote physical fitness and sound nutrition. Last week, we challenged
our elementary students and schools to do even more by participating in
the Governor’s Fitness Challenge. With us today is one of our state’s
outstanding Physical Education teachers, Suzy Corace, Lee County’s
Teacher of the Year.

We must maintain our commitment to protect Florida’s natural
beauty and resources. We must establish a successor to Florida Forever.
To strive for natural water flow, I also propose that we fully-fund Flori-
da’s share of Everglades restoration and continue restoring Lake Okee-
chobee and downstream coastal estuaries.

Serve to Preserve is this Administration’s commitment to lead, and we
are leading by example. We will work to conserve energy within State
government and, together with the private sector, reduce our carbon
emissions.

A recent Orlando Sentinel editorial recognizes that our choice is not
whether we can afford to go green but, that even in this tight budget
year, we can’t afford not to.

Our economy is inextricably linked to our environment. Many busi-
nesses are recognizing that there is gold in green. Publix is one such
business. Allow me to introduce Mr. Dave Duncan, Vice President of
facilities for Publix Super Markets.

[Video of personal story about energy and economic development]
Thank you, Dave and Publix, for your leadership.

We must continue to fuel Florida’s Innovation Incentive Program to
bring cutting-edge, world-class research centers to the state. These cen-
ters are economic catalysts that drive discovery and collaboration, diver-
sify our economy and bring high-wage, high-skill, secure jobs to Florida,
and this strategy is already working.

What Florida has done for biotech, it can also do for clean tech. That’s
why I'm recommending a $200 million economic development package
for solar, wind and other renewable energy, and to promote biofuels in
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Florida and encourage alternative fuels such as ethanol. We have the
opportunity to enhance the use of this cleaner fuel, while also providing
a broader market for sugar cane and citrus waste. Thank you, Commis-
sioner Bronson, for your work to explore non-food sources of ethanol
production in your Farm to Fuel efforts.

Our current path in education has reaped significant gains in student
achievement in reading and math over the past five years. Florida’s
school performance has now risen from 31st to 14th among all states and
risen to 7th in achievement.

While the vast majority of teachers are committed, some demonstrate
exceptional creativity in bringing out the best in their students, our
children.

In the same way, the Merit Award Program you created last year
rewards our best and brightest public school teachers. I recommend we
fully fund these teacher bonuses for those who improve student achieve-
ment and who work diligently to improve their teaching skills through
national peer review.

It is important we continue to tell our best teachers, teachers like
Michelle Lingo, Escambia County’s Teacher of the Year: Thank you for
a job well done.

Florida’s universities and community colleges provide the next critical
step in the education of our people. These institutions are producing the
future leaders of our state, our nation and the world. We must continue
to invest in higher education. My budget provides for more than $5
billion for higher education and that is an increase over last year.

Not only is it essential that we stand by our schools, we must also
stand by our neighborhoods.

In the Preamble to the Constitution, one of the primary roles of gov-
ernment is defined as ensuring domestic tranquility, which means keep-
ing our people safe.

We are fulfilling this responsibility with tougher laws and increased
enforcement along with crime prevention strategies within the criminal
justice system. Effective legislation such as Stop Turning Out Prisoners
and 10-20-Life is making an impact on the crime rate, while the Anti-
Murder Act will prevent future tragedies. Thank you for passing this
important legislation. We must also work together to address crime in
our state, including gang activity.

I was proud to launch the Attorney General’s Cyber Crime Unit in
2005 to thwart the actions of those who target our children. Attorney
General Bill McCollum has made fighting this crime a top priority.
Thank you, General.

For families to feel safe, for them to be truly safe, they cannot be
worried about losing their home to foreclosure. That’s why I recently
announced the Florida HOPE taskforce charged with making recom-
mendations to help families who have found themselves victims of the
housing crisis. Chief Financial Officer Sink, the Lt. Governor and I look
forward to working with you on this very important issue.

All of us in this chamber are guided by our instincts, but we must also
continue to be responsive to the people who sent us here. Their wisdom
and their experience in the real world makes up a significant portion of
the knowledge base from which we must lead.

Even in this election year, we must remember our first duty is to the
people, not to our parties. Our first duty is to work together, and our first
duty, as Abraham Lincoln declared, is to be a government of the people,
by the people and for the people. Abraham Lincoln declared to the nation
this is a government of the people, by the people and for the people.

I admit to not having all of the answers and believe all of you in this
chamber will admit to the same. But we know where to find them. We
can find answers in the hearts of the people of Florida. They are our most
important resources. The people of Florida offer us our daily education
and inspiration. They look to us to be their voice.

We too must inspire. Yes, we face some challenges, or opportunities,
but all of us would do well to remember Ronald Reagan’s words. He said
we must:
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“...keep our rendezvous with destiny...uphold the principles of self-
reliance, self-discipline, morality, and, above all, responsible liberty for
every individual that we will become that shining city on a hill.”

Fellow Floridians, President Reagan inspired us to see what is possi-
ble and dared us to be great. He was daring us to be leaders.

I love Florida, I love her with all of my heart. Her possibilities are
endless, and our optimism should be boundless. Together we are moving
Florida forward.

Thank you and God bless the Great State of Florida.

DISSOLUTION OF JOINT SESSION

Following the Governor’s address, the committee previously appointed
escorted the Governor from the rostrum and from the House chamber,
followed by the Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet and the
Supreme Court Justices.

On motion by Senator King, the joint session was dissolved at
6:37 p.m. and the Senators were escorted from the House chamber by the
Senate Sergeant at Arms.

(Remainder of Senate Business taken up prior to joint session.)

INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS

FIRST READING

Senate Bills 2-10—Not used.

By Senators Aronberg, Lawson and Storms—

SB 12—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the relief of Alan Jerome
Crotzer; providing an appropriation to compensate Alan Jerome Crotzer
for wrongful imprisonment and for being a victim of a miscarriage of
justice; directing the Chief Financial Officer to draw a warrant; requir-
ing the purchase of an annuity; providing for the waiver of specified
tuition and fees; providing conditions for payment; providing legislative
intent; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Margolis—

SB 14—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; providing an appropriation to compensate the estate of
Dr. Sherrill Lynn Aversa for the death of Dr. Sherrill Lynn Aversa,
which was the result of negligence by an employee of the department;
providing for attorney’s fees and costs; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senators Crist and Aronberg—

SB 16—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Ashraf Kamel and
Marguerite Dimitri by the Palm Beach County School Board; providing
for an appropriation to compensate Ashraf Kamel and Marguerite
Dimitri for the wrongful death of their minor child, Jean A. Pierre
Kamel, as a result of the negligence of the Palm Beach County School
Board; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing
an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.
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By Senator Atwater—

SB 18—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Laura D. Strazza;
providing an appropriation to compensate her for injuries she sustained
as a result of the negligence of an employee of the Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services; providing a limitation on the payment of
fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Hill—

SB 20—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; providing for the relief of Stephen Hall to compensate
him for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of an employee
of the department; providing an appropriation; providing a limitation on
the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Hill—

SB 22—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the descendents of
Mrs. Johnnie Mae Chappell, Claimants; directing the Division of Admin-
istrative Hearings to appoint an administrative law judge to determine
whether a basis for equitable relief exists for the purpose of compensat-
ing the descendents of Mrs. Johnnie Mae Chappell for any wrongful act
or omission by the State of Florida, or officials thereof; authorizing such
compensation upon a determination by the administrative law judge;
requiring a report to the Legislature; providing a limitation on the pay-
ment of fees and costs; providing an appropriation; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Jones—

SB 24—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to the relief of Judge
Joseph G. Donahey, Jr., and Tena Donahey, his spouse; providing an
appropriation to compensate them for injuries received by Joseph
Donahey, Jr., and for damages sustained by Mr. and Mrs. Donahey as
a result of the medical treatment of Judge Joseph G. Donahey, Jr., by
employees of the State of Florida; providing a limitation on the payment
of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Siplin—

SB 26—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Orange County; provid-
ing for the relief of Stacie Wagner (formerly known as Stacie Reyes),
mother of decedent Angelica Hernandez, a minor, for injuries and dam-
ages resulting in the death of the minor child due to the negligence of
an employee of the Orange County Fire Department; providing for an
appropriation; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs;
providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Aronberg—

SB 28—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Office of the Sheriff
of Collier County; providing for the relief of J. Rae Hoyer, individually,
and as Personal Representative of the Estate of David J. Hoyer, M.D.,
deceased, whose demise was due in part to negligence on the part of the
Sheriff of Collier County; providing a limitation on the payment of fees
and costs; providing an effective date.
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Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 30—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Agency for Persons
with Disabilities; providing for the relief of Eddie Weekley and Charlotte
Williams, individually and as co-personal representatives of the estate
of Franklin Weekley, deceased, for the disappearance and death of their
son, Franklin Weekley, while he was in the care of the Marianna Sun-
land Center; providing an appropriation; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 32—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Florida State Univer-
sity; providing for the relief of Dennis Darling, Sr., and Wendy Smith,
parents of Devaughn Darling, deceased, for the loss of their son, De-
vaughn Darling, while he was engaged in football preseason training on
the Florida State University campus; providing an appropriation; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 34—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services; providing for the relief of Laura
Laporte for injuries she sustained as a result of negligence by an em-
ployee of the department; providing an appropriation; providing a limi-
tation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 36—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Dennis Gay and Diana
Gay, wife of Dennis Gay; providing an appropriation to compensate
Dennis and Diana Gay for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence
of the Department of Transportation; providing for the use of funds;
providing for the reversion of funds to the state; providing for payment
by the Chief Financial Officer; providing a limitation on the payment of
attorney’s fees and lobbying fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Deutch—

SB 38—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Memorial Healthcare
System of Broward, Inc., d/b/a Memorial Regional Hospital; providing
for the relief of Janaria Miller, a minor child, to compensate her for
injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of employees of the
hospital; providing an appropriation; providing a limitation on the pay-
ment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Wilson—

SB 40—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Miami-Dade County
School Board; providing for the relief of Maria Gough and Jorge Gough,
parents and natural guardians of Jaime Gough, a minor, and of Jorge
Gough, as personal representative of the estate of Jaime Gough, for the
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wrongful death of their son, which was due in part to the school board’s
negligent failure to prevent forseeable violence on school grounds; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effec-
tive date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Hill—

SB 42—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Rhonda A. Hughes
by Escambia County; providing for a county appropriation to compen-
sate Rhonda A. Hughes for injuries sustained as a result of the negli-
gence of a county employee; providing a limitation on the payment of
attorney’s and lobbying fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

SB 44—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 46—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Marissa Amora;
providing an appropriation to compensate her, a minor, by and through
her legal guardians, Dawn and Rick Amora, for injuries she sustained
as a result of the negligence of employees of the Department of Children
and Family Services; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and
costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Aronberg—

SB 48—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Children and Family Services; providing for the relief of Pierreisna
Archille, a mentally disabled person, by and through her Limited Guard-
ian of Property, Patrick Weber, to compensate Pierreisna for injuries
sustained as a result of the negligence of employees of the department;
providing for an appropriation; providing a limitation on the payment of
fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Baker—

SB 50—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Lake Worth;
providing for the relief of Lisa Freeman-Salazar and Andy Salazar,
individually and as co-personal representatives of the estate of Alexan-
dria Salazar, deceased, for the death of Alexandria Salazar due to the
negligence of the City of Lake Worth; providing for an appropriation;
providing for attorney’s fees and costs; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Baker—

SB 52—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; providing for the relief of Timothy
Kulik and Theresa Ann Kulik; providing an appropriation to compensate
them for injuries and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of
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the department; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claims Bills.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 54—A Dbill to be entitled An ac