
CONSTITUTION

OF THE

STATE OF FLORIDA

AS REVISED IN 1968 AND SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED

The Constitution of the State of Florida as revised in 1968 consisted of certain revised arti-
cles as proposed by three joint resolutions which were adopted during the special session of
June 24-July 3, 1968, and ratified by the electorate on November 5, 1968, together with one
article carried forward from the Constitution of 1885, as amended The articles proposed in
House Joint Resolution 1-2X constituted the entire revised constitution with the exception of
Articles V, VI, and VlWI. Senate Joint Resolution 4-2K proposed Article VI, relating to suffrage
and elections. Senate Joint Resolution 5-2X proposed a newArticle VIII, relating to local gov-
emrnment. Article V, relating to the judiciary, was carried forward from the Constitution of 1885,
as amended.

Sections composing the 1968 revision have no history notes. Subsequent changes are
indicated by notes appended to the affected sections. The indexes appearing at the beginning
of each article, notes appearing at the end of various sections, and section and subsection
headings are added editorially and are not to be considered as part of the constitution.
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Article I CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article I

PREAMBLE
We, the people of the State of Florida, being grateful to Almighty God for our constitutional

liberty, in order to secure its benefits, perfect our government, insure domestic tranquility, main-
tain public order, and guarantee equal civil and political rights to all, do ordain and establish this
constitution.

ARTICLE I hibiting or penalizing the free exercise thereof. Religiouu
freedom shall not justify practices inconsistent with pub

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS lic morals, peace or safety. No revenue of the state o
~~~~~~Sec.~~~~ ~ ~any political subdivision or agency thereof shall ever bx

sec-*~~~~~~~~~~ ~taken from the public treasury directly or indirectly in ai
of any church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid a

1. Political power. any sectarian institution.
2. Basic nrights.
3. Religious freedom. SECTION 4. Freedom of speech and press.-
4. Freedom of speech and press. Every person may speak, write and publish sentiment
5. Right to assemble. on all subjects but shall be responsible for the abuse a
6. Right to work. that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridg
7. Military power. the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal pros
8. Right to bear arms. ecutions and cMI actions for defamation the truth may bi
9. Due process. given in evidence. If the matter charged as defamatory i:

10. Prohibited laws. true and was published with good motives, the part
11. Imprisonment for debt. shall be acquitted or exonerated.
12. Searches and seizures. Hteory.-Am. proposed by Constuton Revision Commission, Revision N
13. Habeas corpus. i3 .1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 199.
14. Pretrial release and detention. SECTION 5. Right to assemble.-The people
15. Prosecution for crime; offenses committed by chil- shall have the right peaceably to assemble, to instruc

dren. their representatives, and to petition for redress of griev
16. Rights of accused and of victims. ances.
17. Excessive punishments.
18. Administrative penalties. SECTION 6. Right to work.-The right of person
19. Costs. to work shall not be denied or abridged on account c
20. Treason. membership or non-membership in any labor union c
21. Access to courts. labor organization. The right of employees, by an
22. Trial by jury. through a labor organization, to bargain collectively sha
23. Right of privacy, not be denied or abridged. Public employees shall nc
24. Access to public records and meetings. have the right to strike.
25. Taxpayers' Bill of Rights. SECTION 7. Military power.-The military powe

shall be subordinate to the civil.
SECTION 1. Political power.-All political power is S I . R t b 

inherent in the people. The enunciation herein of certain SECTION 8. Right to bear arms.-
rights shall not be construed to deny or impair others (a) The ght of the people to keep and bear arms 
retained by the people. defense of themselves and of the lawful authority of th

state shall not be infringed, except that the manner c
SECTION 2. Basic rights.-All natural persons, bearing arms may be regulated by law

female and male alike, are equal before the law and (b) There shall be a mandatory period of three days
have inalienable nghts, among which are the nright to excluding weekends and legal holidays, between th
enjoy and defend life and liberty, to pursue happiness, to purchase and delivery at retail of any handgun. For th
be rewarded for industry, and to acquire, possess and purposes of this section, "purchase" means the transfi
protect property; except that the ownership, inheritance, of money or other valuable consideration to the retaile
disposition and possession of real property by aliens and "handgun" means a firearm capable of being carre
ineligible for citizenship may be regulated or prohibited and used by one hand, such as a pistol or revolve
by law. No person shall be deprived of any right because Hodrs~tv% of a cornceftfale weaponft~ pemitrv asb presribedft4,.tA
of race, religion, national origin, or physical disabilityo oceldwapnpnita rscie 

Hitenty.-Am SS.R. 917.1974; adopted 1974;Am. proposed byCorstltutlon Florida law shall not be subject to the provisions of thi
RevisxioCommission, Revsion No. 9.199, fIedwth the S of SateMy paragraph.5,1998; adopted 199.(c) The legislature shall enact legislation implemen

SECTION 3. Religious freedom-There shall be ing subsection (b) of this section, effective no later tha
no law respecting the establishment of religion or pro- December 31,1991, which shall provide that anyone vie
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rticle I ___ CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article 

ting the provisions of subsection (b) shall be guilty of a information under oath filed by the prosecuting officer of
lony. the court, except persons on active duty in the militia
(d) This restriction shall not apply to a trade in of when tried by courts martial.

iother handgun. (b) When authorized by law, a child as therein
Iiatoy.-Am. CS. for S.J.F 43,1989; adopted 1990. sdefined may be charged with a violation of law as an act
SECTION 9. Due process.-No person shall be of delinquency instead of crime and tried without a jury

Bprived of life, liberty or property without due process of or other requirements applicable to criminal cases. Any
w, or be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense, or child so charged shall, upon demand made as provided
B compelled in any criminal matter to be a witness by law before a trial in a juvenile proceeding, be tried in
gainst oneself. an appropriate court as an adult. A child found delinquent

ilstory.-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Cormmrission Revision No. hall e dicilind as rvidd law
.1998, filedwith the Secretary of State May 5.1998; adopted 1998. shall be disciplined as provided by law.

SECTION 10. Prohibited laws.-No bill of attain- SECTION 16. Rights of accused and of
er, ex post facto law or law impairing the obligation of victims.-
xntracts shall be passed. (a) In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall,

upon demand, be informed of the nature and cause of
SECTION 11. Imprisonment for dbt-No per- the accusation, and shall be furnished a copy of the

an shall be imprisoned for debt, except in cases of charges, and shall have the right to have compulsory
aud. -;process for witnesses, to confront at trial adverse wit-

SECTION 12 Searches and seizures.-The right nesses, to be heard in person, by counsel or both, and
f the people to be secure in their persons, houses, to have a speedy and public trial by impartial jury in the
aperS and effects against unreasonable searches and county where the crime was committed. If the county is
eizures, and against the unreasonable interception of not known, the indictment or information may charge
rivate communications by any means, shall not be vio- venue in two or more counties conjunctively and proof
ted. No warrant shall be issued except upon probable that the crime was committed in that area shall be suffi-
ause, supported by affidavit, particularly describing the cient; but before pleading the accused may elect in
lace or places to be searched, the person or persons, which of those counties the trial will take place. Venue for
iing or things to be seized, the communication to be prosecution of crimes committed beyond the boundaries
itercepted, and the nature of evidence to be obtained. of the state shall be fixed by law.
bhis right shall be construed in conformity with the 4th (b) Victims of crime or their lawful representatives,
trnendment to the United States Constitution, as inter- including the next of kin of homicide victims, are entitled
reted by the United States Supreme Court. Articles orto the right to be informed, to be present, and to be heard
iformatidn obtained in violation of this right shall not be when relevant, at all crucial stages of criminal proceed-
odmissible in evidence if such articles or information ings, to the extent that these rights do not interfere with
would be inadmissible under decisions of the United the constitutional rights of the accused.
states Supreme Court construing the 4th Amendment to itey.-Am. S.J.R. 135,1987; adopted 1988; Am. proposed by ConstItution
ne United States Contuio.Revsion Commissiton. Reviso No. 13, 1998, fied with the Secretary of State

Hlato.-Am. H.J.R. 311, 1982; adopted 1982. ay 5, adopted 19

SECTION 13. Habeas corpus.-The writ of SECTION 17. Excessive punishments-
iabeas corpus shall be grantable of right, freely and Excessive fines, cruel and unusual punishment, attain-
vithout cost. It shall be returnable without delay, and der, forfeiture of estate, indefinite impnrisonment, and
,hall never be suspended unless, in case of rebellion or unreasonable detention of witnesses are forbidden. The
nvasion, suspension is essential to the public safety. dea penalty is an authorized punishment for capital

crimes designated by the Legislature. The prohibition
SECTION 14. Pretrial release and detention.- against cruel or unusual punishment, and the prohibition

Jnless charged with a capital offense or an offense pun- against cruel and unusual punishment, shall be con-
shable by life imprisonment and the proof of guilt is evi- strued in conformity with decisions of the United States
lent or the presumption is great, every person charged Supreme Court which interpret' the prohibition against
vith a crime or violation of municipal or county ordinance cruel and unusual punishment provided in the Eighth
shall be entitled to pretrial release on reasonable condi- Amendment to the United States Constitution. Any
ions. If no conditions of release can reasonably protectmethod of execution shall be allowed, unless prohibited
he community from nrisk of physical harm to persons, by the United States Constitution. Methods of execution
issure the presence of the accused attrial, or assure the may be designated by the Legislature, and a change in
ritegrity of the judicial process, the accused may be any method of execution may be applied retroactively. A

Hlsty.-' Am. HJ.R. 43-H. 1982; adopted 1982. sentence of death shall not be reduced on the basis that
a method of excution is invalid. In any case in which an

SECTION 15. Prosecution for crime; offenses execution method is declared invalid, the death sen.
committed by children.- i ' tence shall remain in force until the sentence can be law-

(a) No person shall be tried for capital crime without fully executed by any valid method. This section shall
resentment or indictment by a grand jury, or for other apply retroactively.
elony without such' presentment or indictment, or an Hlstory.-Am. H.J.R. 3505,1998; adopted 1998.
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Article I CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article 11

SECTION 18. Administrative penalties.No (c) This section shall be- self-executing. The legisla.
administrative agency, except the Department of Military ture, however, may provide by general law for ft
Affairs in an appropriately convened court-martial actio exemption of recod from the requirements of subseo
as provided by law, shall impose a sentence of impris- tion (a) and the exemption of meetings from the require
onment, nor' shall it impose any other penalty except as ments of subsection (b), provided that such law shal
provided by law. state with specificity the public necessity justifying thc

HlsoW-iwam. proposed by C un Reson comia . Reion No exempfio and shall be no broader than necessary tI
13,1998, fl~ed weth th S5cIY d1 State Mf 5, 198 adOPted 193. accomplish the stated purpose of the law. The Iegislaturc

SECTION 19 Costs.-No person charged with shall enact laws governing the enforcement of this see
crime shall be compelled to pay costs before a judgment tion, including the maintenance, control, destruction, dis
of conviction has become final. posal, and disposition of records made public by thh

section, except that each house oflthe legislature mal
SECTION 20. Treason.-Treason against the state adopt rules governing the enforcement of this section ir

shall consist only in levying war against it, adhering to its relation to records of the legislative branch. Laws enact
enemies, or giving them aid and comfort, and no person ed pursuant to this subsection shall contain only exemp
shall be convicted of treason except on the testimony of tions from the requirements of subsecions (a) or (b) ant
two witnesses to the same overt act or on confession in provisions governing the enforcement of this section
open court. and shall relate to one subjiet.

SECTION 21. ccessto courts-The courts s (d) All laws that are in effect on July 1, 1993 that limn
be open to every person for redress of any injury, and public access to rord or meetings shall remain iishal be dminsteed wthou sae, cenia orforce, and such laws apply to records of the legislativ4just shaibe admind judicial braches, until they are repealed. Rules c

delay. court that are in effect on e date of ado o this sec
SECTION 22. Trial by jury.-The right of trial by tion that limit access to records shall remain in effect unt

jury shall be secure to all and remain inviolate. The qual. theare repealed.
, ~~~~~~~~~~.-..Ay~d, C.S. for C.S. W HA.R.' am 1763 LOM 23,19 ado*ifications and the number of jurors, not fewer han six, 1992 f Ca

shall km fixed by law. :
a 'SECTION 25. TaxBpayersBill of Rights.-By gern
SECTION 23. RIght of placy-Every natural eral law the legislature shall pribe and adopt i

person has the right to be letakxne and free fro gov- Taxpayers' Bill of Rights that incdear and cnseia
eemmental intrusion into the person's private life except guage, sets forth taxpayers'; rights and responsiblSe
as otherwise provided herein. This section shall not be and governments responsibilites to deal faily with ta
construed to limit the public's right of access to public payers under Xth laws of his slate. This sefacion shall b
records and meetings as provided by law. effecive July 1, 1993.

Hlor.-dded. CS.& for H.JSR. 387,1980; adopted 1980; Am. proposed by Nltry-iooe by Taxaton and Budget dfu Commisin. Revisi
Constttons Revi~ion Commissidi, Revisin No.- 13. 193,' fl~ed wit the No.2. 192,flledwith theSecetryStateMy 7, 199;adopted 1992.;
Sectay d Sae May 5,1938; adopted 193. 'Ntet-Ths Section, orIginally des d secdon 24 by Revison 1*

- - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~2 of the Taxation and Budget Rform Comsso, 1992, was redesigns
SECTION 24. Accms to publ~ ecrs -and ad setin25 by the editors In order to avoid confuio withscto 24 8

meeings.- conained in H.J.R.'S 1727, 863,2035, 1992.
(a) Every person haste right t inspect or copy any - -

pS record made or rceved in cbonnction with te2 ARTICLE 11;
official business of any public body, officer, or employee - - --7i-;-92
of the state, or persons acing on their behal, except with GENERAL PROVISIONS-
respect to records exe thed purisuat to this section or cop
specifically made confidential by his Constttion. this Sec.
section speifcally includes he lgislative, executive,
and judic branches of goverment and each agency or . 1. State boundaries.
department created thereunder, counties, municipalities, 2. Seat of government.
and districts; and each constiutinl officer, board, and 3. Branchse of government.
comsmisson, or entity created pursuant to law or s fign 4. Satesalandflag. :
Constiftiol ' 5. Public officers. :

(b) SA meetings of any colegil public body of the 8 Enemy atack
executive branch of state government or of any colle 7. Natural resoures and scenic biaifl
public body of a ounty, munidepaiy, schoo distri or 8. Ethics in government
special district at which official acts are to be aen or at 9. English is th ofiial language of Flrida.
which public business of suhbody is to be transacte or- -
discussed, shall be open and notid to e public and SECTION 1. Slate boundarIes.-
meetings of te lgisatre shall be open and notd as (a) The sate boundaries are: Begintatth mou
p rovided in Artcl 111, Seion 4(e), except with to t P erdido River, which for he purposes of atis descil
meetings exempted pursuant to this section or spei tion is defined as the point whereltiude 30i6'5go no
call closed by this aConstiton. and longitude 8r31 06dr west intersect t to 
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Article 11 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article II

3oint where latitude 30°01702 north and longitude appertaining to either of the other branches unless
37031'06" west intersect; thence to the point where lati- expressly provided herein.
tude 30°18'00" north and longitude 87027'08" west inter-
sect; thence to the point where the center line of the SECTION 4. State seal and flag.-The design of
Intracoastal Canal (as the same existed on June 12, the great seal and flag of the state shall be prescribed by
1953) and longitude 87°27'00" west intersect; the same law
being in the middle of the Perdido River; thence up the SECTION 5. Public officers.-
middle of the Perdido River to the point where it inter- (a) No person holding any office of emolument
sects the south boundary of the State of Alabama, being under any foreign government, or civil office of emolu-
also the point of intersection of the middle of the Perdido ment under the United States or any other state, shall
River with latitude 31°00'00" north; thence east, along hold any office of honor or of emolument under the gov-
the south boundary line of the State of Alabama, the emment of this state. No person shall hold at the same
same being latitude 31°00'00" north to the middle of the time more than one office under the government of the
Chattahoochee River; thence down the middle of said state and the counties and municipalities therein, except
river to its confluence with the Flint River; thence in a that a notary public or military officer may hold another
straight line to the head of the St. Marys River; thence office, and any officer may be a member of a constitution
down the middle of said river to the Atlantic Ocean; revision commission, taxation and budget reform comrn-
thence due east to the edge of the Gulf Stream or a dis- mission, constitutional convention, or statutory body hav-
tance of three geographic miles whichever is the greater ing only advisory powers.
distance; thence in a southerly direction along the edge (b) Each state and county officer, before entering
of the Gulf Stream or along a line three geographic miles upon the duties of the office, shall give bond as requiredupon the duties of the office, shall give bond as requiredfrom the Atlantic coastline and three leagues distant from by law, and shall swear or affirm:
the Gulf of Mexico coastline, whichever is greater, to and
through the Straits of Florida and westerly, including the "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, pro-
Florida reefs, to a point due south of and three leagues tect, and defend the Constitution and Government of the
from the southernmost point of the Marquesas Keys; United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly
thence westerly along a straight line to a point due south qualified to hold office under the Constitution of the state;
of and three leagues from Loggerhead Key, the west- and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of (tite
emmost of the Dry Tortugas Islands; thence westerly, of office) on which I am now about to enter. So help me
northerly and easterly along the arc of a curve three God."
leagues distant from Loggerhead Key to a point due
north of Loggerhead Key; thence northeast along a and thereafter shall devote personal attention to the
straight line to a point three leagues from the coastline of duties of the office, and continue in office until a succes-
Florida; thence northerly and westerly three leagues dis- sor qualifies.
tant from the coastline to a point west of the mouth of the (c) The powers, duties, compensation and method
Perdido River three leagues from the coastline as mea- of payment of state and county officers shall be fixed by
sured on a line bearing south 0°01'00" west from the law.

History.-Am. H.J.R. 1616, 1988; adopted 1988; Am. proposed bypoint of beginning; thence northerly along said line to the constiuon Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the
point of beginning. The State of Florida shall also include Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.

any additional territory within the United States adjacent SECTION 6. Enemy attack.-In periods of emer-
to the Peninsula of Florida lying south of the St. Marys gency resulting from enemy attack the legislature shall
River, east of the Perdido River, and south of the States have power to provide for prompt and temporary suc-
of Alabama and Georgia. cession to the powers and duties of all public offices the

(b) The coastal boundaries may be extended by incumbents of which may become unavailable to exe-
statute to the limits permitted by the laws of the United cute the functions of their offices, and to adopt such
States or international law. other measures as may be necessary and appropriate to

SECTION 2. Seat of government.-The seat of insure the continuity of governmental operations during
government shall be the City of Tallahassee, in Leon the emergency. In exercising these powers, the legisla-
County, where the offices of the governor, lieutenant ture may depart from other requirements of this constitu-
governor, cabinet members and the supreme court shall tion, but only to the extent necessary to meet the emer-
be maintained and the sessions of the legislature shall gency.
be held; provided that, in time of invasion or grave emer- SECTION 7. Natural resources and scenic beau-
gency, the governor by proclamation may for the period t
of the emergency transfer the seat of government to
aothfe mergec raerfer the seapla cgvee.nt to '(a) It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and

*another place ~protect its natural resources and scenic beauty.
SECTION 3. Branches of government.-The Adequate provision shall be made by law for the abate-

powers of the state government shall be divided into leg- ment of air and water pollution and of excessive and
islative, executive and judicial branches. No person unnecessary noise and for the conservation and protec-
belonging to one branch shall exercise any powers tion of natural resources.
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Article II CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article III

(b) Those in the Everglades Agricultural Area who and identifying each asset and liability in excess of
cause water pollution within the Everglades Protection $1,000 and its value together with one of the following:
Area or the Everglades Agricultural Area shall be primar- a. A copy of the person's most recent federal
ily responsible for paying the costs of the abatement of income tax return; or
that pollution. For the purposes of this subsection, the b. A sworn statement which identifies each separate
terms "Everglades Protection Area" and "Everglades source and amount of income which exceeds $1,000.
Agricultural Area" shall have the meanings as defined in The forms for such source disclosure and the rules under
statutes in effect on January 1, 1996. which they are to be filed shall be prescribed by the inde-

HIeMy.-IAm. by Initiative Petitssion established in subsection (f), and
1996; adopted 1996; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, 
Revision No. 5, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted such rules shall include disclosure of secondary sources
199. of income.

SECTION 8. Ethics in government-A public (2) Persons holding statewide elective offices shall
office is a public trust. The people shall have the right to also file disclosure of their financial interests pursuant tc
secure and sustain that trust against abuse. To assure subsection (i)(1).
this right: (3) The independent commission provided for ir

(a) All elected constitutional officers and candidates subsection (f) shall mean the Florida Commission or
for such offices and, as may be determined by law, other Ethics.^ ive etition fid with the Secretary of State Jui]Hilstry.-Proposed by Initiative Petition fled wilh the Secretary of State Jul
public officers, candidates, and employees shall file full 29,1976; adopted 1976; Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission
and public disclosure of their financial interests. Revision Nos. and 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998

(b) All elected public officers and candidates for 1
such offices shall file full and public disclosure of their SECTION 9. English is the official language ol
campaign finances. Florida.-

(c) Any public officer or employee who breaches the (a) English is the official language of the State o
public trust for private gain and any person or entity Florida.
inducing such breach shall be liable to the state for all (b) The legislature shall have the power to enforce
financial benefits obtained by such actions. The manner this section by appropriate legislation.
of recovery and additional damages may be provided by Hitory.-Propoed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of Stat
law.of recove A lugust 8, 1988; adopted 1988.law.

(d) Any public officer or employee who is convicted
of a felony involving a breach of public trust shall be sub- ARTICLE III
ject to forfeiture of rights and privileges under a public LEGISLATURE
retirement system or pension plan in such manner as
may be provided by law. 

(e) No member of the legislature or statewide elect-
ed officer shall personally represent another person or
entity for compensation before the government body or 1. Composition.
agency of which the individual was an officer or member 2. Members; officers.
for a period of two years following vacation of office. No 3 Sessions of the legislature.
member of the legislature shall personally represent 4- Quorum and procedure.
another person or entity for compensation during term of 5 Investigations; witnesses.
office before any state agency other than judicial tri- 6. Laws.
bunals. Similar restrictions other public officers and . assage of bills.
employees may be established by law. 8. Eective approval and veto.

(f) There shall be an independent commission to Eective aate aws-
conduct investigations and make public reports on all 1 Special laws aws
complaints concerning breach of public trust by public 1 Aproit i
officers or employees not within the jurisdiction of the ro i
judicial qualifications commission. . r ice

(g) A code of ethics for all state employees and non- 14 T Civil service systemi
judicial officers prohibiting conflict between public duty 161 Legislative apportionment
and private interests shall be prescribed by law. 1 apportionment.

(h) This section shall not be construed to limit dis- 1 Impeachment
closures and prohibitions which may be established by 189 Confgict of inteArest.
law to preserve the public trust 'and avoid conflicts Processes.
between public duties and private interests.

(i) Schedule-On the effective date of this amend-
ment and until changed by law: SECTION 1. Composition.-The legislative powi

(1) Full and public disclosure of financial interests of the state shall be vested in a legislature of the State 
shall mean filing with the custodian of state records by Florida, consisting of a senate composed of one senate
July 1 of each year a sworn statement showing net worth elected from each senatorial district and a house of rel
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rticle III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article III

.sentatives composed of one member elected from SECTION 4. Quorum and procedure.-
ach representative district. (a) A majority of the membership of each house

SECTION 2. Members; officers.-Each house shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may

hall be the sole judge of the qualifications, elections, adjourn from day to day and compel the presence of
nd returns of its members, and shall biennially choose absent members in such manner and under such penal-
s officers, including a permanent presiding officer ties as it may prescribe. Each house shall determine its
elected from its membership, who shall be designated rules of procedure.
i the senate as President of the Senate, and in the (b) Sessions of each house shall be public; except
iouse as Speaker of the House of Representatives. The sessions of the senate when considering appointment to
enate shall designate a Secretary to serve at its plea- or removal from public office may be closed.
;ure, and the house of representatives shall designate a (c) Each house shall keep and publish a journal of
;lerk to serve at its pleasure. The legislature shall its proceedings; and upon the request of five members
kppoint an auditor to serve at its pleasure who shall audit present, the vote of each member voting on any ques-
)ublic records and perform related duties as prescribed tion shall be entered on the journal. In any legislative
)y law or concurrent resolution. committee or subcommittee, the vote of each member

SECTION 3. Sessions of the legislature.- voting on the final passage of any legislation pending

(a) ORGANIZATION SESSIONS. On the four- before the committee, and upon the request of any two

eenth day following each general election the legislature members of the committee or subcommittee, the vote of
;hall convene for the exclusive purpose of organization each member on any other question, shall be recorded.
md selection of officers. (d) Each house may punish a member for contempt

(b) REGULAR SESSIONS. A regular session of or disorderly conduct and, by a two-thirds vote of its
he legislature shall convene on the first Tuesday after membership, may expel a member.
:he first Monday in March of each odd-numbered year, (e) The rules of procedure of each house shall pro-
and on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March, vide that all legislative committee and subcommittee
)r such other date as may be fixed by law, of each even- meetings of each house, and joint conference committee
lumbered year. meetings, shall be open and noticed to the public. The

(c) SPECIAL SESSIONS. rules of procedure of each house shall further provide
(1) The governor, by proclamation stating the pur- that all prearranged gatherings, between more than two

pose, may convene the legislature in special session members of the legislature, or between the governor, the
during which only such legislative business may be president of the senate, or the speaker of the house of
transacted as is within the purview of the proclamation, representatives, the purpose of which is to agree upon
or of a communication from the governor, or is intro- formal legislative action that will be taken at a subse-
duced by consent of two-thirds of the membership of quent time or at which formal legislative action is taken
each house. regarding pending legislation or amendments, shall be

(2) A special session of the legislature may be con- reasonably open to the public. All open meetings shall be
vened as provided by law.(d) LENGTH OF SESSIONS. A ,regular sessionof subject to order and decorum. This section shall be

(d) LENGTHOF SESSIONS. A regular session of
the legislature shall not exceed sixty consecutive days, implemented and defined by the rules of each house,
and a special session shall not exceed twenty consecuv - and such rules shall control admission to the floor of
tive days, unless extended beyond such limit by a three- each legislative charber and may, where reasonably
fifths vote of each house. During such an extension no necessary for security purposes or to protect a witness
new business may be taken up in either house without appeang before a committee, provide for the closure of
the consent of two-thirds of its membership. committee meetings. Each house shall be the sole judge

(e) ADJOURNMENT. Neither house shall adjourn for the interpretation, implementation, and enforcement
for more than seventy-two consecutive hours except of this section.
pursuant to concurrent resolution. Htry.Am. SJ.R. 1990, 1990; adopted 1990.

(f) ADJOURNMENT BY GOVERNOR. If, during SECTION 5. Investigations; witnesses.-Each
any regular or special session, the two houses cannot house, when in session, may compel attendance of wit-
agree upon a time for adjournment, the governor may nesses and production of documents and other evidence
adjourn the session sine die or to any date within the upon any matter under investigation before it or any of its
period authorized for such session; provided that , atnd may punish by fine not exceeding one
least twenty-four hours before adjourning the session, thousand dollars or imprisonment not exceeding ninety
and while neither house is in recess, each house shall be days, or both, any person not a member who has been
given formal written notice of the govemrnor's intention to ds disorderly or contemptuous conduct in is pres
do so, and-agreement reached within that period by both e o ha r t y s aw| summons or to

History.-Am. C.S. for S.J.R 380, 1989; adopted 1990; Am. S .J.R. 2606, answer lawful questions. Such powers, except the power
1994; adopted 1994; Am. proposed by Constitution Reavison Commission, to punish, may be conferred by law upon committees
Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted legislature is not in session. Punishment of con-
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Article III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article III

tempt of an interim legislative committee shall be by judi- (c) If each house shall, by a two-thirds vote, re-
cial proceedings as prescribed by law. enact the bill or reinstate the vetoed specific appropria-

SECTION 6. Laws.-.Every law shall embrace but , tion of a general appropriation bill, the vote of each mem-
oneSECTON 6a Lawstr p-Ever law syhalembrace ted buwth ber voting shall be entered on the respective journals,

one subject and matter properly connected threwit ad the bill shall become law or the specific appropria-
and the subject shall be briefly expressed in the title. No tion reinstated the veto notwithstanding.
law shall be revised or amended by reference to its title HryAms. proposed by Contituon Revision Commision, Revision
only. Laws to revise or amend shall set out in full the Nos. 8and 1319 fledwitthe Seet of Stole May 5,1998; adopted 199.
revised or amended act, section, subsection or para- SECTION 9. Effective date of laws.-Each law
graph of a subsection. The enacting clause of every law shall take effect on the sixtieth day after adjournment
shall read: "Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State sine die of the session of the legislature in which enact-
of Florida:". ed or as otherwise provided therein. If the law is passed

SECTION 7. Passage of bills.-Any bill may origi- over the veto of the governor it shall take effect on the
nate in either house and after passage in one may be sixtieth day after adjournment sine die of the session in
amended in the other. It shall be read in each house on which the veto is overridden, on a later date fixed in the
three separate days, unless this rule is waived by two- law or on a date fixed by resolution passed by both
thirds vote; provided the publication of its title in the jour- houses of the legislature.
nal of a house shall satisfy the requirement for the first SECTION 10. Special laws.-No special law shall
reading in that house. On each reading, it shall be read be passed unless notice of intention to seek enactment
by title only, unless one-third of the members present thereof has been published in the manner provided by
desire it read in full. On final passage, the vote of each general law. Such notice shall not be necessary when
member voting shall be entered on the joumal. Passage the law, except the provision for referendum, is condi-
of a bill shall require a majority vote in each house. Each tioned to become effective only upon approval by vote ol
bill and joint resolution passed in both houses shall be the electors of the area affected.
signed by the presiding officers of the respective houses
and by the secretary of the senate and the clerk of the SECTION 11. Prohibted specal aws.-
house of representatives during the session or as soon (a) There shall be no special law or general law ol
as practicable after its adjournment sine die. local applcaton pertaining to:

Hitory.-Am. SJ.R. 1349. 1980; adopted 1980. (1) election, jurisdiction or duties of officers, except
officers of municipalities, chartered counties, special dis

SECTION 8. Executive approval and veto.- tcts or local governmental agencies;
(a) Every bill passed by the legislature shall be pre- (2) assessment or collection of taxes for state oi

sented to the govemor for approval and shall become a county purposes, including extension of time therefor
law if the govemor approves and signs it, or fails to veto relief of tax officers from due performance of their duties
it within seven consecutive days after presentation. If and relief of their sureties from liability
during that period or on the seventh day the legislature (3) rules of evidence in any court;
adjourns sine die or takes a recess of more than thirty (4) punishment for crime
days, the governor shall have fifteen consecutive days (5) petit juries, inuding compensation of jurors
from the date of presentation to act on the bill. In all except establishment of jury commissions;
cases except general appropriation bills, the veto shall (6) change of civil or criminal venue
extend to the entire bill. The governor may veto any spe- (7) conditions precedent to bringing any cvl oi
cific appropriation in a general appropriation bill, but may criminal proceedings, or limitations of time therefor
not veto any qualification or restriction without also veto- (8) refund of money legally paid or remission o
ing the appropriation to which it relates. fines, penalties or forfeitures;

(b) When a bill or any specific appropriation of a (9) creation, enforcement, extension or impairmen
general appropriation bill has been vetoed, the governor of liens based on private contracts, or fixing of interes
shall transmit signed objections thereto to the house in rates on private contracts;
which the bill originated if in session. If that house is not (10) disposal of public property, including any inter
in session, the governor shall file them with the custodi- est therein, for private purposes;
an of state records, who shall lay them before that house (11) vacation of roads;
at its next regular or special session, whichever occurs (12) private incorporation or grant of privilege to ;
first, and they shall be entered on its joumal. If the origi- private corporation;
nating house votes to re-enact a vetoed measure, (13) effectuation of invalid deeds, wills or othe
whether in a regular or special session, and the other instruments, or change in the law of descent;
house does not consider or fails to re-enact the vetoed (14) change of name of any person;
measure, no further consideration by either house atany (15) divorce;
subsequent session may be taken. If a vetoed measure (16) legitimation or adoption of persons;
is presented at a special session and the originating (17) relief of minors from legal disabilities;
house does not consider it, the measure will be available (18) transfer of any property interest of personi
for consideration at any intervening special session and under legal disabilities or of estates of decedents;
until the end of the next regular session. (19) hunting or fresh water fishing;
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article III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article III

(20) regulation of occupations which are regulated (c) QUALIFICATIONS. Each legislator shall be at
v a state agency; or least twenty-one years of age, an elector and resident of

1(21) any subject when prohibited by general law the district from which elected and shall have resided in
assed by a three-fifths vote of the membership of each the state for a period of two years prior to election.
ouse. Such law may be amended or repealed by like (d) ASSUMING OFFICE; VACANCIES. Members
te. of the legislature shall take office upon election.
(b) In the enactment of general laws on other sub- Vacancies in legislative office shall be filled only by elec-

cts, political subdivisions or other governmental entities tion as provided by law.
lay be classified only on a basis reasonably related to SECTION 1. Legislative apportionment.-
me subject of the law.SECTON 16. Legislative apportionment
'Note.-See the following for prohibited subject matters added under (a) SENATORIAL AND REPRESENTATIVE DIS-

e authority of this paragraph: TRICTS. The legislature at its regular session in the
s. 112.67, FS. (Pertaining to protection of public employee retirement second year following each decennial census, by joint

s. 121.191, F.S. (Pertaining to state-administered or supported retire- resolution, shall apportion the state in accordance with
ent systems). the constitution of the state and of the United States into

s. 145.16, F.S. (Pertaining to compensation of designated county offi- not less than thirty nor more than forty consecutively

s 89.404(2). (Pertaining to ini ependen special district)numbered senatorial districts of either contiguous, over-
s. 190.049, F.S. (Pertaining to the creation of independent special dis- lapping or identical territory, and into not less than eighty

icts having the powers enumerated in two or more of the paragraphs of s. nor more than one hundred twenty consecutively num-
90.012, FS.). bered representative districts of either contiguous, over-

s. 215.845, F.S. (Pertaining to the maximum rate of interest on bonds) lapping or identical territory. Should that session adjoum
s. 235.26(10), FS. (Pertaining to t "State Uniform Building Code forgrdns

ubibc Educational Facilities Construction"). without adopting such joint resolution, the governor by
s. 236.014, F.S. (Pertaining to taxation for school purposes and the proclamation shall reconvene the legislature within thirty

lorida Education Fnance Program). days in special apportionment session which shall not
st 298.76(1), ES. (Pertaining to the grant of authority, power, rigthts, or dayse tinrspecialsappotionen dasessuiong which shalltnot

nrvileges to a water control district formed pursuant to ch. 298, F.S.). exceed thirty consecutive days, dunng which no other
s. 370.083, F.S. (Pertaining to the sale or purchase of speckled sea business shall be transacted, and it shall be the manda-

out or weakfish). tory duty of the legislature to adopt a joint resolution of
s. 370.172(4), FS. (Pertaining to spenghing in salt waters and salt- apportionment.

Fater tributaries).
s. 373.503(2)(b), F.S. (Pertaining to allocation of millage for water man- (b) FAILURE OF LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION;
gement purposes). JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT In the event a spe-

SECTION 12. Appropriation bills.-Laws making cial apportionment session of the legislature finally
ippropriations for salaries of public officers and other adioums without adopting a joint resolution of apportion-
urrent expenses of the state shall contain provisions on ment, the attorney general shall, within five days petition
o other subject. the supreme court of the state to make such apportion-

ment. No later than the sixtieth day after the filing of such
SECTION 13. Term of office.-No office shall be petition, the supreme court shall file with the custodian of

treated the term of which shall exceed four years except state records an order making such apportionment.
is provided herein. (c) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENT

SECTION 14. Civil service system By law there Within fifteen days after the passage of the joint resolu-
;hall be created a civil service system for state employ- tion of apportionment, the attorney general shall petition

thos e5 exress exmped q aindo thegs O ma j nthe supreme court of the state for a declaratory judgmentaes, except those expressly exempted and there may determining the validity of the apportionment The
e created civil service systems and boards for county

listrt omNiA. employs an d for. suc of supreme court, in accordance with its rules, shall permJistict r muicipl emloyes ad fo suc offces adversary Interests to present their views and, within thir-
hereof as are not elected or appointed by the govemnor, t d erm inte ta pet the i v aio e ntd ithi tig-
md there may be authorized such boards as are neces- ty days from e filing of the pertion shall enter Its udg
;aryto prescrinbe the qualifications, method of selection (d EFFECT OF JUDGMENT IN APPORTION-n
md tenure of such employees and officers. MENT; ECTRAOR MEINARY e APPORTIONMENT SES-

ators.- determining the apportionment to be valid shall be bind-
(a) SENATORS. Senators shall be elected for ing upon all the citizens of the state. Should the supreme

enrms of four years, those from odd-numbered districts in court determine that the apportionment made by the leg-
he years the numbers of which are multiples of four and islature is invalid, the governor by proclamation shall
hose from even-numbered districts in even-numbered reconvene the legislature within five days thereafter in
fears the numbers of which are not multiples of four; extraordinary apportionment session which shall not

xept, at the election next following a reapportionment, exceed fifteen days, du-ng which the legislature shall
;ome senators shall be elected for terms of two years adopt a joint resolution of apportionment conforming to
vhen necessary to maintaln staggered terms. the judgment of the supreme court.

(b) REPRESENTATIVES. Members of the house (e) EXTRAORDINARY APPORTIONMENT SES-
Af representatives shall be elected for terms of two years SION; REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENT. Within fifteen
n each even-numbered year. days after the adjoumnment of an extraordinary appor-

C-9



Article Ill CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article 11

tionment session, the attorney general shall file a petition SECTION 19. State Budgeting, Planning anc
in the supreme court of the state setting forth the appor- Appropriations Processes.-
tionment resolution adopted by the legislature, or if none (a) ANNUAL BUDGETING. Effective July 1, 1994
has been adopted reporting that fact to the court. general law shall prescribe the adoption of annual state
Consideration of the validity of a joint resolution of appor- budgetary and planning processes and require that deta
tionment shall be had as provided for in cases of such reflecting the annualized costs of the state budget arm
joint resolution adopted at a regular or special apportion- reflecting the nonrecurring costs of the budget request
ment session. shall accompany state department and agency legislative

(f) JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT Should an budget requests, the governors recommended budgel
extraordinary apportionment session fail to adopt a reso and appropriation bills. For purposes of this subsectior
lution of apportionment or should the supreme court the terms department and agency shall include the judiciE
determine that the apportionment made is invalid, the branch.
court shall, not later than sixty days after receiving the (b) APPROPRIATION BILLS FORMAT. Separate
petition of the attorney general, file with the custodian of sections within the general appropriation bill shall be use
state records an order making such apportionment. for each major program area of the state budget; majo

Hlstory.--Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No.program areas shall inude education enhancement Id
8, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5,1Im; acopte. 198program areas shall incule: education enhancement No1

tery" trust fund items; education (all other funds); humai
SECTION 17. Impeachment- services; criminal justice and corrections; nature
(a) The governor, lieutenant governor, members of the resources, environment growth management, and transe

cabinet justices of the supreme court judges of district portation; general government; and judicial branch. Ead
courts of appeal, judges of circuit courts, and judges Of major program area shall include an itemization of exper
county courts shall be liable to impeachment for misde- ditures for state operations; state capital outlay; aid t
meanor in office. The house of representatives by two- local governments and nonprofit organizations operations
thirds vote shall have the power to impeach an officer. The aid to local governments and nonprofit organizations car
speaker of the house of representatives shall have power ial outlay; federal funds and the associated state matct
at any time to appoint a committee to investigate charges ing funds; spending authorizations for operations; an

aganst any officer subjecttoimpeachment spending authorizations for capital outlay. Additional
(b) An officer impeached by the horuse of repr esenta- appropriation bills passed by the legislature shall indclud

tivesshall be disqualified from performing any official duties an itemization of specific appropriations that exceed on
until acquitted by the senate, and, unless impeached, the million dollars ($1,000,000.00) in 1992 dollars. For pui
governor may by appointment fill the office until mWion poses of this subsection, "specific appropriation," "itemizE
of the trial. tion," and "major program area" shall be defined by lav

(c) All impeachments by the house of representatives This itemization threshold shall be adjusted by general lax
shall be tried by the senate. The chief justicof the every four years to reflect the rate of inflation or deflatio
supreme court, or another justice designated by the chief as indicated in the Consumer Price Index for All Urba
justice, shall preside at the trial, except in a trial of the chief Consumers, U.S. City Average, All Items, or successc
justice, in which case the governor shall preside. The sen- reports as reported by the United States Department z
ate shall determine the time for the alt of any inpeach- Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or its successo
ment and may sit for the trial whether the house of repre- Substantive bills containing appropriations shall also b
sentatives be in session or not The time fixed for trial shall subject to the itemization requirement mandated undch
not be more than six months after the impeachment this provision and shall be subject to the governor's spa
During an impeachment trial senators shall be upon their cific appropriation veto power described in Article 11
oath or affirmation. No officer shall be convicted withoute Section & This subsection shall be effective July 1 19
concurrence of two-thirds of the members of the senate (c) APPROPRIATIONS REVIEW PROCESu
present. Judgment of conviction in cases of impeachment Effective July 1, 1993, general law shall presribe requin
shall remove the offender from office and, in the discretion ments for ea deparent and agency of state goven
of the senate, may indclude disqualification to hold any office ment to submit a planning document and supporting bui
of honor, trust or profit. Conviction or acquittal shall not get request for review by the appropriations committees 
affect the civil or criminal responsibility of the officer.boh heea

Hlstory.-Am. SJ.R. 459,1987; adopted 1988; Am. proposed by constitution both houses of the legislature. The review shall incude
Revision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State comparison of the major issues in the planning dOCUme
May 5.1998; adopted 1998. and budget requests to those major issues included in tt

'SECTION 18. Conflict of interest-A code of governor's recommended budget. For purposes of th
ethics for all state employees and nonjudicial officers subsection, the terms department and agency shu
prohibiting conflict between public duty and private inter- include the judicial branch.
ests shall be prescribed by law. (d) SEVENTY-TWO HOUR PUBLIC REVIEA

Histlory-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission Revision No. PERIOD. All general appropnriaftion bills shall be f
13.1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5.1998; adopted 1998.tlU.Algnalprpatn lSSalDef

Note.-This section is repealed effective January 5, 1999, by am. poanished to each member of the legislature, each memb
posed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13,1998, filed of the cabinet, the governor, and the chief justice of ef

wihteSeetaryofStaeMay 5.1998; adoped1998. Sees. 5(c), Art xl, supreme court at least seventy-two hours before fin
State Cronstitton, for constitutonal effective date. Identical language to s.
18, Art. Ill, State Constitution, was enacted in s. 8(g), Art II State passage by either house of the legislature of the bill
Constitution, by Revision No. 13, 1998. the form that will be presented to the governor.
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krticle III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article IV

(e) FINAL BUDGET REPORT. Effective November general revenue fund. The legislature shall provide criteria
K 1992, a final budget report shall be prepared as pre- for withdrawing funds from the budget stabilization fund in
cribed by general law. The final budget report shall be a separate bill for that purpose only and only for the pur-
iroduced no later than the 90th day after the beginning of pose of covering revenue shortfalls of the general revenue
te fiscal year, and copies of the report shall be furnished fund or for the purpose of providing funding for an emer-
o each member of the legislature, the head of each gency, as defined by general law. General law shall pro-
lepartment and agency of the state, the auditor general, vide for the restoration of this fund. The budget stabiliza-
ind the chief justice of the supreme court. tion fund shall be comprised of funds not otherwise oblig-

(f) TRUST FUNDS. ated or committed for any purpose.
(1) No trust fund of the State of Florida or other pub- (h) STATE PLANNING DOCUMENT AND DEPART-

ic body may be created by law without a three-fifths (3) MENT AND AGENCY PLANNING DOCUMENT
rote of the membership of each house of the legislature in PROCESSES. The governor shall recommend to the
i separate bill for that purpose only. legislature biennially any revisions to the state planning

(2) State trust funds in existence before the effective document, as defined by law. General law shall require a
jate of this subsection shall terminate not more than four biennial review and revision of the state planning docu-
rears after the effective date of this subsection. State trust ment, shall require the governor to report to the legislature
unds created after the effective date of this subsection on the progress in achieving the state planning docu-
3hall terminate not more than four years after the effective ments goals, and shall require all departments and agen-
iate of the act authorizing the creation of the trust fund. By des of state government to develop planning documents
aw the legislature may set a shorter time period for which consistent with the state planning document. The state
any trust fund is authorized. planning document and department and agency planning

(3) Trust funds required by federal programs or man- documents shall remain subject to review and revision by
DJates; trust funds established for bond covenants, inden- the legislature. The department and agency planning doc-
Lures, or resolutions, whose revenues are legally pledged uments shall include a prioritized listing of planned expen-
by the state or public body to meet debt service or other ditures for review and possible reduction in the event of
financial requirements of any debt obligations of the state revenue shortfalls, as defined by general law. To ensure
or any public body; the state transportation trust fund; the productivity and efficiency in the executive, legislative, and
trust fund containing the net annual proceeds from the judicial branches, a quality management and accountabil-
Florida Education Lotteries; the Florida retirement trust ity program shall be implemented by general law. For the
fund; trust funds for institutions under the management of purposes of this subsection, the terms department and
the Board of Regents, where such trust funds are for aux- agency shall include the judicial branch. This subsection
iliary enterprises and contracts, grants, and donations, as shall be effective July 1,1993.
thlose terms are defined by general law; trust funds that History.-Proposed by Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, Revision
serve as clearing funds or accounts for the chief financialNo. 1,1992, filed with the Secretary of State May 7,1992; adopted 1992; Ams.
Serve as cleaning funds Or accounts for m the chief financial proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision Nos. 8 and 13,1998,
officer or state agencies; trust funds that account for filed with the Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
assets held by the state in a trustee capacity as an agent
or fiduciary for individuals, private organizations, or other
governmental units; and other trust funds authorized by
this Constitution, are not subject to the requirements setEXECIVE
forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(4) All cash balances and income of any trust funds sec.
abolished under this subsection shall be deposited into
the general revenue fund. 1. Governor.

(5) The provisions of this subsection shall be effective 2. Lieutenant governor.
November 4, 1992. 3. Succession to office of governor; acting governor.

(g) BUDGET STABILIZATION FUND. Beginning 4 Cabinet
with the 1994-1995 fiscal year, at least 1% of an amount 5 Election of governor, lieutenant governor and cab-
equal to the last completed fiscal year's net revenue col-i members; qualifications; terms.
lections for the general revenue fund shall be retained in 6 Executive departments.
a, budget stabilization fund. The budget stabilization fund 7. Suspensions; filling office during suspensions.
shall be increased to at least 2% of said amount for the 8 Clemency.
1995-1996 fiscal year, at least 3% of sald amount for the g 9. ish and wildlife conservation commission.
1996-1997 fiscal year, at least 4% of said amount for the 1 Attorney General
1997-1998 fiscal year,and at least 5 of said amount for t DepartmentofVeteransAffairs.
the 1998-1999 fiscal year. Subject to the provisions of this 12 Department of Elderly Affairs.
subsection, the budget stabilization fund shall be main- 13. Revenue Shortfalls.
tam9ed at an amount equal to at least 5% of the last com-
pleted fiscal years net revenue collections for the general
revenue fund. The budget stabilization fund's principal bal- SECTION 1. Governor.-
ance shall not exceed an amount equal to 10% of the last (a) The supreme executive power shall be vested in
completed fiscal years net revenue collections for thea governor, who shall be commander-in-chief of all mili-
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Article IV CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article IV

tary forces of the state not in active service of the United nor may be determined by the supreme court upon due
States. The governor shall take care that the laws be notice after docketing of a written suggestion thereof by
faithfully executed, commission all officers of the state three cabinet members, and in such case restoration of
and counties, and transact all necessary business with capacity shall be similarly determined after docketing of
the officers of government. The governor may require written suggestion thereof by the governor, the legisla-
information in writing from all executive or administrative ture or three cabinet members. Incapacity to serve as
state, county or municipal officers upon any subject relat- governor may also be established by certificate filed with
ing to the duties of their respective offices. The governor the custodian of state records by the governor declaring
shall be the chief administrative officer of the state incapacity for physical reasons to serve as governor, and
responsible for the planning and budgeting for the state. in such case restoration of capacity shall be similarly

(b) The governor may initiate judicial proceedings in established
the name of the state against any executive or adminis- Hltwy.-Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision

trative state, county or municipal officer to enforce com- Nos.8and13,1998,fiedwith theSecretary of State May5, 1998;adopted1998.

pliance with any duty or restrain any unauthorized act. SECTION 4. Cabinet.-
(c) The governor may request in writing the opinion (a) There shall be a cabinet composed of an attor-

of the justices of the supreme court as to the interpreta- ney general a chief financial officer anda commission-
tion of any portion of this constitution upon any question ey g r ag chief inancial offic er, and auom s
affecting the governors executive powers and duties er of agriculture. in addition to the powers and duties
The Justices shall, subject to their rules of procedure, specified herein, they shall exercise such powers and
permit interested persons to be heard on the questions perform such duties as may be prescribed by law. In the
presented and shall render their written opinion not ear- event of a tie vote of the governor and cabinet the side
Hier than ten days from the filing and docketing of the on which the governor voted shall be deemed to prevail.
request, unless in their judgment the delay would cause (b) The atomey general shall be the chief state
public injury. legal officer. There is created in the office of the attorney

(d) The governor shall have power to call out the general the position of statewide prosecutor. The
militia to preserve the public peace, execute the laws of statewide prosecutor shall have concurrent jurisdiction
the state, suppress insurrection, or repel invasion. with the state attorneys to prosecute violations of crimi-

(e) The governor shall by message at least once in nal laws occurring or having occurred, in two or more
each regular session inform the legislature concerning judicial circuits as part of a related transaction, or when
the condition of the state, propose such reorganization of any such offense is affecting or has affected two or more
the executive department as will promote efficiency and judicial circuits as provided by general law. The
economy, and recommend measures in the public inter- statewide prosecutor shall be appointed by the attorney
est. general from not less than three persons nominated by

(f) When not otherwise provided for in this constitu- the judicial nominating commission for the supreme
ton, the governor shall fill by appointment any vacancy court, or as otherwise provided by general law.
in state or county office for the remainder of the term of (c) The chief financial officer shall serve as the chief
an appointive office, and for the remainder of the term of fiscal officer of the state, and shall settle and approve
an elective office if less than twenty-eight months, other- accounts against the state, and shall keep all sate funds
wise until the first Tuesday after the first Monday follow- aand securities d
ingthe next general election.anseuies

le.-M. pxed by Taxation and Budget Rem Commi, (d) The commissioner of agriculture shall have
Revion No. 1.1992, filed with the Secretary of State May 7. 1992; adopted supervision of matters pertaining to agriculture except as
1992; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revsion No. 13
1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 199; adopted IM. otherwise provided by law.

SECTION 2. ieu.tenant g mThe shall (e) The govemor as chair, the chief financial officer,SECTION 2. Lieutenant govemror.-There shall and the attorney general shall constitute the state board
be a lieutenant governor who shall person su duies of administration, which shall succeed to all the power,
pertaining to the office of governor as shall be assigned control, and authority of the state board of administration

by he ovenor exeptwhe oterwse rovdedby awestablished pursuant to Articie IX, Section 16 of the
and such other duties as may be rescribed by law.16 

History.-Am. proposed by Cornstitution Pvon Commission. Revision No. Constitution of 1885, and which shall continue as a body
13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. at least for the life of Article XII, Section 9(c).

SECTION 3. Succession to office of governor; (f The governor as chair, the chief financial officer,
acting governor.- the attorney general, and the commissioner of agricul-

(a) Upon vacancy in the office of governor, the lieu- ture shall constitute the trustees of the internal improve-
tenant governor shall become governor. Further succes-ment trust fund and the land acquisition trust fund as pro-
sion to the office of governor shall be prescribed by law. vided by law.
A successor shall serve for the remainder of the term. (g) The governor as chair, the chief financial officer,

(b) Upon impeachment of the governor and until the attorney general, and the commissioner of agricul-
completion of trial thereof, or during the governors phys- ture shall constitute the agency head of the Departmenl
ical or mental incapacity, the lieutenant governor shall of Law Enforcement
act as governor. Further succession as acting governor ad t Am.H.R.435,193;adoptd184;Am. H.JA386,195 adopt
shall be prescribed by law. Incapacity to serve as gover- and13,leS9^, WdedieSety o
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SECTION 5. Election of governor, lieutenant (b) The senate may, in proceedings prescribed by
governor and cabinet members; qualifications; law, remove from office or reinstate the suspended offi-
terms.- cial and for such purpose the senate may be convened

(a) At a state-wide general election in each calendar in special session by its president or by a majority of its
year the number of which is even but not a multiple of membership.
four, the electors shall choose a governor and a lieu- (c) By order of the governor any elected municipal
tenant governor and members of the cabinet each for a officer indicted for crime may be suspended from office
term of four years beginning on the first Tuesday after until acquitted and the office filled by appointment for the
the first Monday in January of the succeeding year. In period of suspension, not to extend beyond the term,
primary elections, candidates for the office of governor unless these powers are vested elsewhere by law or the
may choose to run without a lieutenant governor candi- municipal charter.
date. In the general election, all candidates for the offices History.--Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revisiondate. in the general etlecon, all candidatesfor the offices Nos. 8 and 13.1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.
of governor and lieutenant governor shall form joint can-
didacies in a manner prescribed by law so that each SECTION 8. Clemency.-
voter shall cast a single vote for a candidate for governor (a) Except in cases of treason and in cases where
and a candidate for lieutenant governor running togeth- impeachment results in conviction, the governor may, by
er. executive order filed with the custodian of state records,

(b) When elected, the governor, lieutenant governor suspend collection of fines and forfeitures, grant
and each cabinet member must be an elector not less reprieves not exceeding sixty days and, with the
than thirty years of age who has resided in the state for approval of two members of the cabinet, grant full or con-
the preceding seven years. The attorney general must ditional pardons, restore civil rights, commute punish-
have been a member of the bar of Florida for the pre- ment, and remit fines and forfeitures for offenses.
ceding five years. No person who has, or but for resig- (b) In cases of treason the governor may grant
nation would have, served as governor or acting gover- reprieves until adjournment of the regular session of the
nor for more than six years in two consecutive terms legislature convening next after the conviction, at which
shall be elected governor for the succeeding term. session the legislature may grant a pardon or further

History.-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. reprieve; otherwise the sentence shall be executed.
i1, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 998) There may be created by law a parole and pro.

SECTION 6. Executive departments.-All func- bation commission with power to supervise persons on
tions of the executive branch of state government shall probation and to grant paroles or conditional releases to
be allotted among not more than twenty-five depart- persons under sentences for crime. The qualifications,
ments, exclusive of those specifically provided for or method of selection and terms, not to exceed six years,
authorized in this constitution. The administration of of members of the commission shall be prescribed by
each department, unless otherwise provided in this con- law.

Histouy.--Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No.stitution, shall be placed by law under the direct supervi- 8, 1998. id with the ecretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.
sion of the governor, the lieutenant governor, the gover-
nor and cabinet, a cabinet member, or an officer or board SECTION 9. Fish and wildlife conservation corn
appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the gover- mission-There shall be a fish and wildlife conserva-
nor, except tion commission, composed of seven members appoint-

(a) When provided by law, confirmation by the sen- ed by the governor, subject to confirmation by the senate
ate or the approval of three members of the cabinet shallfor staggerd terms of five years. The commission shall
be required for appointment to or removal from any des- exercise the regulatory and executive powers of the
ignated statutory office. state with respect to wild animal life and fresh water

(b) Boards authorized to grant and revoke licenses aquatic life, and shall also exercise regulatory and exec-
to engage in regulated occupations shall be assigned to utive powers of the state with respect to mane life,
appropriate departments and their members appointed except that all license fees for taking wild animal life,
for fixed terms, subject to removal only for cause. fresh water aquatic life, and marine life and penalties for

violating regulations of the commission shall be pre-
SECTION 7. Suspensions; filling office during scribed by general law. The commission shall establish

suspensions.- procedures to ensure adequate due process in the exer.
(a) By executive order stating the grounds and filed cise of its regulatory and executive functions. The legis-

with the custodian of state records, the governor may lature may enact laws in aid of the commission, not
suspend from office any state officer not subject to inconsistent with this section, except that there shall be
impeachment, any officer of the militia not in the active no special law or general law of local application per-
service of the United States, or any county officer, for taining to hunting or fishing. The commission's exercise
malfeasance, misfeasance, neglect of duty, drunken- of executive powers in the area of planning, budgeting,
ness, incompetence, permanent inability to perform offi- personnel management, and purchasing shall be as pro-
cial duties, or commission of a felony, and may fill the vided by law. Revenue derived from license fees for the
office by appointment for the period of suspension. The taking of wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life shall
suspended officer may at any time before removal be be appropriated to the commission by the legislature for
reinstated by the govemrnor. the purposes of management, protection, and conserva-
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tion of wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life. Sec.
Revenue derived from license fees relating to marine life
shall be appropriated by the legislature for the purposes 8. Eligibility.
of management, protection, and conservation of marine 9. Determination of number of judges.
life as provided by law. The commission shall not be a 10. Retention; election and terms.
unit of any other state agency and shall have its own 11. Vacancies.
staff, which includes management, research, and 12. Discipline; removal and retirement.
enforcement. Unless provided by general law, the con- 13. Prohibited activities.
mission shall have no authority to regulate matters relat- 14. Funding.
ing to air and water pollution. 15. Attorneys; admission and discipline.

lstory.-Am. C.S. for H.J.R. 637, 1973; adopted 1974; Am. proposed by 16. Clerks of the circuit courts.
Constitution Revision Commission. Revision No. 5. 1998. fied with the Se1ret 7. Sa a m
of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. 17. State attorneys.

18. Public defenders.
SECTION 10. Attorney General.-The attorney 19 Judicial officers as conservators of the peace.

general shall, as directed by general law, request the 20. Schedule to Article V.
opinion of the justices of the supreme court as to the
validity of any initiative petition circulated pursuant to
Section 3 of Article Xl. The justices shall, subject to their SECTION 1. Courts.-The judicial power shall be
rules of procedure, permit interested persons to be heard vested in a supreme court district courts of appeal, dr-
on the questions presented and shall render their written cult courts and county courts. No other courts may be
opinion expeditiously. established by the state, any political subdivision or any

History.Added, HJ.R. 71,1986; adopted 198. municipality. The legislature shall, by general law, divide
SECTION 11. Departmnent of Veterans Affairs._- the state into appellate court districts and judicial circuits

The legislature, by general law, may provide for the following county lines. Commissions established by law,
establishment of the Department of Veterans Affairs. or administrative officers or bodies may be granted

Hitory.-Added, C.S. for HJ.. 290, 1988; adopted 1988. quasi-judicial power in matters connected with the func-
TIOmNw 12 D~narferron f Em Affab ~tions of their offices. The legislature may establish by

SECTION I. Department of Elderly Affirs.- law a MI traffic officer for the
The legislature may create a Department of Elderly punrpos f har civil traffic infractions. The legislature
Afftirs and prescribe its duties. The provisions governing purpose of hearing cvil ta c infractions The legislature
the administration of the department must comply with may, by general law, authorize a military court-martial to

S8^^?.?r IV Eof the StateCnonmstitut.ioon. wt be conducted by military judges of the Florida NationalSection 6 of Article IV of the State Constitution. *~^ut iL n~! a^~in* ^n<*{
:Siy.-ded, C.S. for HJ.R. 290,1988; adopted 18. Guard, with direct appeal of a decision to the District

Court of Appeal, First District.
SECTION 13. Revenue Shortfalls.-In the event Hteory.-5.R. 52.0, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. HJ.R. 1608, 1988; adopted

nf muni 1 ohntff~l« a riainorlhv nnorsl la tht nnw 1988 At m. proposed by constitution Revision CommIssion, Revision No. 13.of revenue shortfalls, as defined by general law, e gov- 1 flied wh te Seret of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998. No 13
ernor and cabinet may establish all necessary reductions
in the state budget in order to comply with the provisions SECTION 2. Administration; practice and proce-
of Article VII, Section 1(d). The governor and cabinet dure-
shall implement all necessary reductions for the execu- (a) The supreme court shall adopt rules for the prac-
tive budget, the chief justice of the supreme court shall tice and procedure in all courts including the time for
implement all necessary reductions for the judicial bud- seeking appellate review, the administrative supervision
wget, and the speaker of the house of representatives and of all courts, the transfer to the court having jurisdiction
bthe president of the senate shall implement all necessary of any proceeding when the jurisdiction of another court
reductions for the legislative budget. Budget reductions has been improvidently invoked, and a requirement that
pursuant to this section shall be consistent with the pro- no cause shall be dismissed because an improper rem-

"visions of Article III, Section 19(h). edy has been sought. The supreme court shall adopt
HItry.-Proposed by Taxation nd Budget Refom Commission Revision rules to allow the court and the district courtS of appeal

No. 1, 1992, fledwih the Secretary of State May 7, 1992; adopted 1992. to submit questions relating to military law to the federal
Court of Appeals for the Aimed Forces for an advisory

ARTICLE V opinion. Rules of court may be repealed by general law
enacted by two-thirds vote of the membership of each

JUDICIARY house of the legislature.
(b) The chief justice of the supreme court shall be

Sec. chosen by a majority of the members of the court; shall
be the chief administrative officer of the judicial system;

1. Courts. and shall have the power to assign justices or judges,
2. Administration; practice and procedure. including consenting retired justices or judges, to tempo
3. Supreme court. rary duty in any court for whih the judge is qualified and
4. District courts of appeal. to delegate to a chief judge of a judicial circuit the powei
5. Circuit courts. to assign judges for duty in that circuit.
6. County courts. (c) A chief judge for each district court of appeal
7. Specialized divisions, shall be chosen by a majority of the judges thereof or, i

C-14



article V CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article V

lere is no majority, by the chief justice. The chief judge (8) May issue writs of mandamus and quo warranto
hall be responsible for the administrative supervision of to state officers and state agencies.
ie court. (9) May, or any justice may, issue writs of habeas

(d) A chief judge in each circuit shall be chosen from corpus returnable before the supreme court or any jus-
mong the circuit judges as provided by supreme court tice, a district court of appeal or any judge thereof, or any
Jle. The chief judge shall be responsible for the admin- circuit judge.
,trative supervision of the circuit courts and county (10) Shall, when requested by the attorney general
ourts in his circuit. pursuant to the provisions of Section 10 of Article IV,

Histry.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. proposed by Constitution render an advisory opinion of the justices, addressing
evision Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State
lay 5, 1998; adopted 1998. issues as provided by general law.

(c) CLERK AND MARSHAL.--The supreme court
SECTION 3. Supreme court.- shall appoint a clerk and a marshal who shall hold office
(a) ORGANIZATION.-The supreme court shall during the pleasure of the court and perform such duties

onsist of seven justices. Of the seven justices, each as the court directs. Their compensation shall be fixed by
ippellate district shall have at least one justice elected or general law. The marshal shall have the power to exe-
appointed from the district to the supreme court who is a cute the process of the court throughout the state, and in
esident of the district at the time of the original appoint- any county may deputize the sheriff or a deputy sheriff
nent or election. Five justices shall constitute a quorum. for such purpose.
T1he concurrence of four justices shall be necessary to a History.-S.J.R. 52-1D 1971; adopted 1972; Am. C.S. for S.J.R.'s 49, 81,

1976; adopted 1976; Am. S.J.R. 20-C, 1979; adopted 1980; Am. H.J.R. 71,1986;
lecision. When recusals for cause would prohibit the adopted 1986; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No.
ourt from convening because of the requirements of 13,1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.

his section, judges assigned to temporary duty may be SECTION 4. District courts of appeal.-
oubstituted for justices. (a) ORGANIZATION.-There shall be a district

(b) JURISDICTION.-The supreme court: court of appeal serving each appellate district. Each dis-
(1) Shall hear appeals from final judgments of trial trict court of appeal shall consist of at least three judges.

ourts imposing the death penalty and from decisions of Three judges shall consider each case and the concur-
listrict courts of appeal declaring invalid a state statute rence of two shall be necessary to a decision.
)r a provision of the state constitution. (b) JURISDICTION.-

(2) When provided by general law, shall hear (1) District courts of appeal shall have jurisdiction to
appeals from final judgments entered in proceedings for hear appeals, that may be taken as a matter of right,
he validation of bonds or certificates of indebtedness from final judgments or orders of trial courts, including
and shall review action of statewide agencies relating to those entered on review of administrative action, not
ates or service of utilities providing electric, gas, or tele- to the supreme court or a circuit
)hone service. court. They may review interlocutory orders in such

(3) May review any decision of a district court of cases to the extent provided by rules adopted by the
appeal that expressly declares valid a state statute, or supreme court.
hat expressly construes a provision of the state or fed- (2) Distrct courts of appeal shall have the power of
3ral constitution, or that expressly affects a class of con- direct review of administrative action, as prescribed by
titutional or state officers, or that expressly and directly general law 
onflicts with a decision of another district court of appeal isrit of app or any judge thereofmay issue writs of habeas corpus returnable before the
r of the supreme court on the same question of law. court or any judge thereof or before any circuit judge

(4) May review any decision of a district court of within the territorial jurisdiction of the court. A district
appeal that passes upon a question certified by it to be court of appeal may issue writs of mandamus, certiorari
)f great public importance, or that is certified by it to be prohibition, quo warranto, and other writs necessary to
n direct conflict with a decision of another district court the complete exercise of its jurisdiction. To the extent
)f appeal. necessary to dispose of all issues in a cause properly

(5) May review any order or judgment of a trial court before it, a district court of appeal may exercise any of
Certified by the district court of appeal in which an appeal the appellate jurisdiction of the circuit courts.
s pending to be of great public importance, or to have a (c) CLERKS AND MARSHALS.-Each district court
yreat effect on the proper administration of justice of appeal shall appoint a clerk and a marshal who shall
hroughout the state, and certified to require immediate hold office during the pleasure of the court and perform
'esolution by the supreme court. such duties as the court directs. Their compensation

(6) May review a question of law certified by the shall be fixed by general law. The marshal shall have the
Supreme Court of the United States or a United States power to execute the process of the court throughout the
3ourt of Appeals which is determinative of the cause and territorial jurisdiction of the court, and in any county may
For which there is no controlling precedent of the deputize the sheriff or a deputy sheriff for such purpose.
supreme court of Florida. Hiltoy.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972.

(7) May issue writs of prohibition to courts and all SECTION 5. Circuit courts.-
Nrits necessary to the complete exercise of its jurisdic- (a) ORGANIZATION.-There shall be a circuit court
tion. serving each judicial circuit.
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Article V CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article V

(b) JURISDICTION.-The circuit courts shall have sion of the legislature, certify to the legislature its findings
original jurisdiction not vested in the county courts, and and recommendations concerning such need. Upon
jurisdiction of appeals when provided by general law. receipt of such certificate, the legislature, at the next reg-
They shall have the power to issue writs of mandamus, ular session, shall consider the findings and recommen-
quo warranto, certiorari, prohibition and habeas corpus, dations and may reject the recommendations or by law
and all writs necessary or proper to the complete exer- implement the recommendations in whole or in part; pro-
cise of their jurisdiction. Jurisdiction of the circuit court vided the legislature may create more judicial offices
shall be uniform throughout the state. They shall have than are recommended by the supreme court or may
the power of direct review of administrative action pre- decrease the number of judicial offices by a greater num-
scribed by general law. ber than recommended by the court only upon a finding

HItery.-SJ.R. 52-, 1971; adopted 1972. of two-thirds of the membership of both houses of the
SECTION 6. County courts.- legislature, that such a need exists. A decrease in the
(a) ORGANIZATION.-There shall be a county number of judges shall be effective only after the expira-

court in each county. There shall be one or more judges tion of a term. If the supreme court fails to make findings
for each county court as prescribed by general law. as provided above when need exists, the legislature may

(b) JURISDICTION.-The county courts shall exer- by concurrent resolution request the court to certify its
cise the jurisdiction prescribed by general law. Such findings and recommendations and upon the failure ol
jurisdiction shall be uniform throughout the state. the court to certify its findings for nine consecutive

Hltouy.-.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972. months, the legislature may, upon a finding of two-thirds

SECTION 7. Specialized divisions.-All courts of the membership of both houses of the legislature thal
except the supreme court may sit in divisions as may be a need exists, increase or decrease the number ol
established by general law. A circuit or county court may judges or increase, decrease or redefine appellate dis
hold civil and criminal trials and hearings in any place tricts and judicial circuits.
within the territorial jurisdiction of the court as designated HItoS.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972.

by the chief judge of the circuit. SECTION 10. Retention; election and terms.-
Hlstor.-S.J.. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972. (a) Any justice or judge may qualify for retention b)
SECTION 8. Eligibility.-No person shall be eligi- a vote of the electors in the general election next pre

ble for office of justice or judge of any court unless the ceding the expiration of the justice's or judge's term in the
person is an elector of the state and resides in the terri- manner prescribed by law. If a justice or judge is ineligi
torial jurisdiction of the court. No justice or judge shall ble or fails to qualify for retention, a vacancy shall exist ir
serve after attaining the age of seventy years except that office upon the expiration of the term being serve(
upon temporary assignment or to complete a term, one- by the justice or judge. When a justice or judge so qual
half of which has been served. No person is eligible for ifies, the ballot shall read substantially as follows: "Shal
the office of justice of the supreme court or judge of a dis- Justice (or Judge) (name of justice or iudge) of the (narn
trict court of appeal unless the person is, and has been of the court) be retained in office?" If a majority of the qual
for the preceding ten years, a member of the bar of ified electors voting within the territorial jurisdiction of th4
Florida. No person is eligible for the office of circuit judge court vote to retain, the justice or judge shall be retaine
unless the person is, and has been for the preceding five for a term of six years. The term of the justice or judgi
years, a member of the bar of Florida. Unless otherwise retained shall commence on the first Tuesday after thi
provided by general law, no person is eligible for the first Monday in January following the general election. I
office of county court judge unless the person is, and has a majority of the qualified electors voting within the terri
been for the preceding five years, a member of the bar torial jurisdiction of the court vote to not retain, a vacan
of Florida. Unless otherwise provided by general law, a cy shall exist in that office upon the expiration of the terr
person shall be eligible for election or appointment to the being served by the justice or judge.
office of county court judge in a county having a popula- (b)
tion of 40,000 or less if the person is a member in good (1) The election of circuit judges shall be preserve
standing of the bar of Florida. notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) unless ~

Hlstory.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. HJ.R. 37, 1984; adoptedmajority of those votin in the jurisdiction of that circu
1984 (effective July 1, 1985); Am. proposed by Constitution Revision majoy of ose voting in te jurisdiction of at circu
Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Seretay of State May 5. approves a local option to select circuit judges by met
1998; adopted 1998. selection and retention rather than by election. The elec

SECTION 9. Determination of number of tion of circuit judges shall be by a vote of the qualifie
judges.-The supreme court shall establish by rule uni- electors within the territorial jurisdiction of the court.
form criteria for the determination of the need for addi- (2) The election of county court judges shall be prE
tional judges except supreme court justices, the neces- served notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (I
sity for decreasing the number of judges and for increas- unless a majority of those voting in the jurisdiction of tht
ing, decreasing or redefining appellate districts and judi- county approves a local option to select county judges b
cial circuits. If the supreme court finds that a need exists merit selection and retention rather than by election. Th
for increasing or decreasing the number of judges or election of county court judges shall be by a vote of th
increasing, decreasing or redefining appellate districts qualified electors within the territorial jurisdiction of thi
and judicial circuits, it shall, prior to the next regular ses- court.
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(3)a. A vote to exercise a local option to select cir- each house of the legislature, or by the supreme court,
;uit court judges and county court judges by merit selec- five justices concurring. Except for deliberations of the
ion and retention rather than by election shall be held in judicial nominating commissions, the proceedings of the
.ach circuit and county at the general election in the year commissions and their records shall be open to the pub-

000. If a vote to exercise this local option fails in a vote lic.
,f the electors, such option shall not again be put to a Hlstory.-s.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. C.S. for S.J.R.'s 49, 81,

teof l the electors of that jurisdiction untiltheexpiration 1976; adopted 19 976; Am. H.J.R. 160, 1984; adopted 1984; Am. as. for S.J.R.
/ote of the electors of that jurisdiction until the expiration 978,1996; adopted 1996; Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission,
)f at least two years. Revision Nos. 7 and 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998;

b. After the year 2000, a circuit may initiate the local ado
'ption for merit selection and retention or the election of SECTION 12. Discipline; removal and retire-

circuit judges, whichever is applicable, by filing with the ment.-
secretary of state a petition signed by the number of (a) JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION.-
electors equal to at least ten percent of the votes cast in A judicial qualifications commission is created.
the circuit in the last preceding election in which presi- (1) There shall be a judicial qualifications commis-
dential electors were chosen. sion vested with jurisdiction to investigate and recom-

c. After the year 2000, a county may initiate the mend to the Supreme Court of Florida the removal from
local option for merit selection and retention or the elec- office of any justice or judge whose conduct, during term
lion of county court judges, whichever is applicable, by of office or otherwise occurring on or after November 1,
filing with the supervisor of elections a petition signed by 1966, (without regard to the effective date of this section)
the number of electors equal to at least ten percent of the demonstrates a present unfitness to hold office, and to
votes cast in the county in the last preceding election in investigate and recommend the discipline of a justice or
which presidential electors were chosen. The terms of judge whose conduct, during term of office or otherwise
circuit judges and judges of county courts shall be for six occurring on or after November 1, 1966 (without regard
years. to the effective date of this section), warrants such disci-

History-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. C.S. for S.J.R.'s 49, 81,
1976; adopted 1976; Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, pline For purposes of this section, discipline is defined
Revision Nos. 7 and 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; as any or all of the following: reprimand, fine, suspension

with or without pay, or lawyer discipline. The commission
SECTION 11. Vacancies.- shall have jurisdiction over justices and judges regarding
(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to allegations that misconduct occurred before or during

which election for retention applies, the governor shall fill service as a justice or judge if a complaint is made no
the vacancy by appointing for a term ending the he first later than one year following service as a justice or
Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the year fol- judge. The commission shall have jurisdiction regarding
lowing the next general election occurring at least one allegations of incapacity during service as a justice or
year after the date of appointment, one of not fewer than judge. The commission shall be composed of:
three persons nor more than six persons nominated by a. Two judges of district courts of appeal selected
the appropriate judicial nominating commission. by the judges of those courts, two circuit judges selected

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit by the judges of the circuit courts and two judges of
court or on a county court, wherein the judges are elect- county courts selected by the judges of those courts;
ed by a majority vote of the electors, by appointing for a b. Four electors who reside in the state, who are
term ending on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in members of the bar of Florida, and who shall be chosen
January of the year following the next primary and gen- by the governing body of the bar of Florida; and
eral election occurring at least one year after the date of c. Five electors who reside in the state, who have
appointment, one of not fewer than three persons nor never held judicial office or been members of the bar of
more than six persons nominated by the appropriate Florida, and who shall be appointed by the govemor.
judicial nominating commission. An election shall be held (2) The members of the judicial qualifications com-
to fill that judicial office for the term of the office beginning mission shall serve staggered terms, not to exceed six
at the end of the appointed term. years, as prescribed by general law. No member of the

(c) The nominations shall be made within thirty days commission except a judge shall be eligible for state judi-
from the occurrence of a vacancy unless the period is cial office while acting as a member of the commission
extended by the governor for a time not to exceed thirty and for a period of two years thereafter. No member of
days. The governor shall make the appointment within the commission shall hold office in a political party or par-
sixty days after the nominations have been certified to ticipate in any campaign for judicial office or hold public
the governor. office; provided that a judge may campaign for judicial

(d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating office and hold that office. The commission shall elect
commission as provided by general law for the supreme one of its members as its chairperson.
court, each district court of appeal, and each judicial cir- (3) Members of the judicial qualifications commis-
cuit for all trial courts within the circuit. Uniform rules of sion not subject to impeachment shall be subject to
procedure shall be established by the judicial nominating removal from the commission pursuant to the provisions
commissions at each level of the court system. Such of Article IV, Section 7, Florida Constitution.
rules, or any part thereof, may be repealed by general (4) The commission shall adopt rules regulating its
law enacted by a majority vote of the membership of proceedings, the filling of vacancies by the appointing
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authorities, the disqualification of members, the rotation justice or judge from office, with or without compensa-
of members between the panels, and the temporary tion, pending final determination of the inquiry.
replacement of disqualified or incapacitated members. (2) The supreme court may award costs to the pre-
The commission's rules, or any part thereof, may be vailing party.
repealed by general law enacted by a majority vote of the (d) The power of removal conferred by this section
membership of each house of the legislature, or by the shall be both alternative and cumulative to the power of
supreme court, five justices concurring. The commission impeachment.
shall have power to issue subpoenas. Until formal (e) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions
charges against a justice or judge are filed by the inves- of this section, if the person who is the subject of pro-
tigative panel with the clerk of the supreme court of ceedings by the judicial qualifications commission is a
Florida all proceedings by or before the commission shall justice of the supreme court of Florida all justices of such
be confidential; provided, however, upon a finding of court automatically shall be disqualified to sit as justices
probable cause and the filing by the investigative panel of such court with respect to all proceedings therein con-
with said clerk of such formal charges against a justice or ceming such person and the supreme court for such pur-
judge such charges and all further proceedings before poses shall be composed of a panel consisting of 
the commission shall be public. seven chief judges of the judicial circuits of the state of

(5) The commission shall have access to all infor- Florida most senior in tenure of judicial office as circuit
mation from all executive, legislative and judicial agen- judge For pu es of determining seniorty of such r-
cies, including grand juries, subject to the rules of the cuit judges in the event there be judges of equal tenure
commission. At any time, on request of the speaker of in judicial office as circut judge the judge or judges from
the house of representatives or the governor, the cor- the lower numbered circuit or circuits shall be deemed
mission shall make available all information in the pos senior. In the event any such chief circuit judge is under
session of the commission for use in consideration of investigation by the judicial qualifications commission or
impeachment or suspension, respectively. is otherwise disqualified or unable to serve on the panel,

(b) PANELS.- The commission shall be divided the next most senior chief circuit judge or judges shall
(b) PANELS.-The commission shall be divided wserve in place of such disqualified or disabled chief ir-

into an investigative panel and a hearing panel as estab-led chief cir-
lished by rule of the commission. The investigative panel TO SECTION 12
is vested with the jurisdiction to receive or initiate corn- SCHEDULE TO SECTION 12 h i-

charges from the investigative panel and upon a two- by te consuoefect a un.
thirds vote of the panel recommend to the supreme court (2) After is set i ho n becomes effective and until

the removal of a justice or judge or the involuntary retire- ath the pt ro omm ssion consistent wih t
ment of a justice or judge for any permanent disability the chairperson, into one investigative panel and one
that seriously interferes with the performance of judicial hearing panel to meet the responsibilities set forth in this
duties. Upon a simple majority vote of the membership of section
the hearing panel, the panel may recommend to the b. The investigative panel shall be composed of:
supreme court that th e justice or judge be subject to 1. Four judges
appropriate discipline. 2. Two members of the bar of Florida, and

(c) SUPREME COURT.-The supreme court shall 3 Three non-awyers.
receive recommendations from the judicial qualifications c. The hearing panel shall be composed of:
commission's hearing panel. 1 Two judges

(1) The supree court may accept, reject, or modi- 2. Two members of the bar of Florida, and
fy in whole or in part the fdings, conclusions, and re- 3. Two non-lawyers.
ommendations of the commission and it may order that d. Membership on the panels may rotate in a marn
the justice or judge be subjected to appropriate disc ner determinend by the rules of the commission providec
pline, or be removed from office with termination of corn- that no member shall vote as a member of the inves
pensation for willful or persistent failure to perform judi- tigative and hearing panel on the same proceeding.
cial duties or for other conduct unbecoming a member of e. The commission shall hire separate staff for eaci
the judiciary demonstrating a present unfitness to hold panel.
office, or be involuntarily retired for any permanent dis- f. The members of the commission shall serve fo
ability that seriously interferes with the performance of staggered terms of six years.
judicial duties. Malafides, scienter or moral turpitude on g. The terms of office of the present members of th
the part of a justice or judge shall not be required for judicial qualifications commission shall expire upon th
removal from office of a justice or judge whose conducteffeive date of the amendments to this sectio
demonstrates a present unfitness to hold office. After the approved by the legislature during the regular session c
filing of a formal proceeding and upon requ of of te he t legislature in 1996 and new members shall bi
investigative panel, the supreme court may suspend theappointed to serve the following staggered terms:
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1. Group 1.-The terms of five members, composed imposition of filing fees for judicial proceedings and ser-
f two electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of Article V, vice charges and costs for performing court-related func-
mne member of the bar of Florida as set forth in s. tions sufficient to fund the court-related functions of the
12(a)(1)b. of Article V, one judge from the district courts offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts, the
f appeal and one circuit judge as set forth in s. state shall provide, as determined by the legislature,
12(a)(1)a. of Article V, shall expire on December 31, adequate and appropriate supplemental funding from

1998. state revenues appropriated by general law.
2. Group 11.-The terms of five members, corn- (c) Nocounty ormunicipality, except as provided in

xosed of one elector as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of Article this subsection, shall be required to provide any funding
A, two members of the bar of Florida as set forth in S for the state courts system, state attomeys'offices, pub-
12(a)(1)b. of Article V, one circuit judge and one county lic defenders' offices, court-appointed counselmey or theffices pub-
udge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a. of Article V shall expire icese e offices oert-appointed counsel or the
>n December 31, 2000. offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts per-

3n Group 11-The terms of five mDembers 3 forming court-related functions. Counties shall be3. Group 111.-The terms of five members, com- rqie ofn h oto omnctos evcs
xosed of two electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of required to fund the cost of communications services,
rticle V, one member of the bar of Florida as set forth in existing radio systems, existing multi-agency criminal

;. 12(a)(1)b., one judge from the district courts of appeal justice information systems, and the cost of construction
and one county judge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a. of or lease, maintenance, utilities, and security of facilities
krticle V, shall expire on December 31, 2002. for the trial courts, public defenders' offices, state attor-

h. An appointment to fill a vacancy of the commis- neys' offices, and the offices of the clerks of the circuit
sion shall be for the remainder of the term. and county courts performing court-related functions.

i. Selection of members by district courts of appeal Counties shall also pay reasonable and necessary
judges, circuit judges, and county court judges, shall be salaries, costs, and expenses of the state courts system
by no less than a majority of the members voting at the to meet local requirements as determined by general
respective courts' conferences. Selection of members by law.
the board of governors of the bar of Florida shall be by (d) The judiciary shall have no power to fix appro-
no less than a majority of the board. priations.

j. The commission shall be entitled to recover the History.-s.J.R. 52-0D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. proposed by Constfuon
cesom ormission, Reviio No. 7,1998, filed with the Secretary of State Maycosts of investigation and prosecution, in addition to any 5,19 adopted 1998.Secy May

penalty levied by the supreme court.
k. The compensation of members and referees SECTION 15. Attorneys; admission and disci-

shall be the travel expenses or transportation and per pline.-The supreme court shall have exclusive jurisdic-
diem allowance as provided by general law. tion to regulate the admission of persons to the practice

HIry.-S.J.R. 52-0,1971; adopted 1972; Am. HJ.R. 3911,1974; adopted of law and the Rdiscipline of persons admitted.
1974; Am. HJ.R. 1709, 1975; adopted 1976; Am. C.S. for SJ.R. 978, 1996; Hislsty.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972.
adopted 1996; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission. Revision No.* * 
7,.1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 199B. SECTION 16. Clerks of the circuit courts.-

SECTION 13. Prohibited activities.-All justices There shall be in each county a clerk of the circuit court
and judges shall devote full time to their judicial duties. who shall be selected pursuant to the provisions of
They shall not engage in the practice of law or hold office Article VIII section 1. Notwithstanding any other provi-
in any political party. sion of the constitution, the duties of the clerk of the dcir-

Hkory.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972. .
cuit court may be dMded by special or general law

SECTION 14. Funding.- between two officers, one serving as clerk of court and
(a) All justices and judges shall be compensated one serving as ex officio clerk of the board of county

only by state salaries fixed by general law. Funding for commissioners, auditor, recorder, and custodian of all
the state courts system, state attorneys' offices, public county funds. There may be a clerk of the county court if
defenders' offices, and court-appointed counsel, except authorized by general or special law.
as otherwise provided in subsection (c), shall be provid- HIstory.-S.J.R. 52-0,1971; adopted 1972.
ed from state revenues appropriated by general law.CTN 17 Sa ato s .jia

(b) All funding for the offices of the clerks of the cir- ciCT a s tate a e eletdIo atm fur
cuit and county courts performing court-related fun circuit a state attorney shall be eectI for a term of four
tions, except as otherwise provided in this subsection years. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution,
and subsection (c), shall be provided by adequate and the state attorney shall be the prosecuting officer of all
appropriate filing fees for judicial proceedings and ser- tnrial courts in that circuit and shall perform other duties
vice charges and costs for performing court-related func- prescribed by general law; provided, however, when
tions as required by general law. Selected salaries, authorized by general law, the violations of all municipal
costs, and expenses of the state courts system may be ordinances may be prosecuted by municipal prosecu-
funded from appropriate filing fees for judicial proceed- tors. A state attorney shall be an elector of the state and
ings and service charges and costs for performing court- reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the circuit; shall be
related functions, as provided by general law. Where the and have been a member of the bar of Florida for the
requirements of either the United States Constitution or preceding five years; shall devote full time to the duties
the Constitution of the State of Florida preclude the of the office; and shall not engage in the private practice
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of law. State attorneys shall appoint such assistant state the date of adoption of this article. The chief judge of a
attorneys as may be authorized by law. circuit may authorize a county court judge to order erner-

HtorySJR. 52-D1971; adopted 1972; Am. H.. 3861985; adopted gency hospitalizations pursuant to Chapter 71-1311196; Am. proposed by Consfituton Revision Commission, Revision No. 13,9" opaian URn 0 aief 1,
199, filed wit the Secretary of State May 5.1998; adopted 199. Laws of Florida, in the absence from the county of the

SECTION 18. Public defenderar-ln each judicial circuit judge and the county court judge shall have the
circuit a public defender shall be eActed for a term of four wer to issue all temporary orders and temporarc
years, who shall perform duties prescribed by general injuncttons necessary or proper to the complete exerciseyears, who shall perform duties prescrnbed by general of such jurisdicton
law. A public defender shall be an elector of the state and (4 _t o hal hof sucinah icn ir
reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the circuit and shall (4) County courts shall have original jurisdiction ir
be and have been a member of the Bar of Florida for the all criminal misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the
preceding five years. Public defenders shall appoint circuit courts, of all violations of municipal and coun
such assistant public defenders as may be authorized by ordinances, and of I actions at law in which the matte
law. in controversy does not exceed the sum of two thousanc

Hltwy.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. proposed by Consfuot five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) exclusive of interest anc
Revson Commission, Resion No. 13,1998, filed wfith he Secretary of State costs, except those within the exdcusive jurisdiction of the
May 5.1998.; adopted 199. circuit courts. Judges of county courts shall be commit

SECTION 19. Judicial officers as conservators ting magistrates. The county courts shall have jurisdic
of the peace.-All judicial officers in this state shall be tion now exercised by the county judge's courts othei
conservators of the peace. than that vested in the circuit court by subsection (c)(3

HiSIory.-5j.R. 52-D,1971; adopted 1972. hereof, the jurisdiction now exercised by the count)
SECTION 20. Schedule to Article V.- courts, the claims court, the small claims courts, th
(a) This article shall replace all of Article V of the small claims magistrates courts, magistrates courts, jus

Constitution of 1885, as amended, which shall then tice of the peace courts, municipal courts and courts o
stand repealed. chartered counties, including but not limited to the coun

(b) Except to the extent inconsistent with the provi- ties referred to in Article VIII, sections 9, 10, 11 and 24 o
sions of this article, all provisions of law and rules of court the Constitution of 1885.
in force on the effective date of this article shall continue (5) Each judicial nominating commission shall bm
in effect until superseded in the manner authorized by composed of the following:
the constitution. a. Three members appointed by the Board o

(c) After this article becomes effective, and until Governors of The Florida Bar from among The Floidd
changed by general law consistent with sections 1 Bar members who are actively engaged in the practice o
through 19 of this article: law with offices within the territorial jurisdiction of the

(1) The supreme court shall have the jurisdiction affected court, district or circuit;
immediately theretofore exercised by it, and it shall b. Three electors who reside in the territorial juris
determine all proceedings pending before it on the effec- diction of the court or circuit appointed by the governor
tive date of this article. and

(2) The appellate districts shall be those in exis- c. Three electors who reside in the territorial juris
tence on the date of adoption of this article. There shall diction of the court or circuit and who are not memben
be a district court of appeal in each district. The district of the bar of Florida, selected and appointed by a major
courts of appeal shall have the jurisdiction immediately ity vote of the other six members of the commission.
theretofore exercised by the district courts of appeal and (6) No justice or judge shall be a member of a judi
shall determine all proceedings pending before them on cial nominating commission. A member of a judicial nom
the effective date of this article. inating commission may hold public office other thai

(3) Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals judicial office. No member shall be eligible for appoint
from county courts and municipal courts, except those ment to state judicial office so long as that person is i
appeals which may be taken directly to the supreme member of a judicial nominating commission and for 
court; and they shall have exclusive original jurisdiction period of two years thereafter. All acts of a judicial nomi
in all actions at law not cognizable by the county courts; nating commission shall be made with a concurrence c
of proceedings relating to the settlement of the estate of a majority of its members.
decedents and minors, the granting of letters testamen- (7) The members of a judicial nominating commis
tary, guardianship, involuntary hospitalization, the deter- sion shall serve for a term of four years except the term,
mination of incompetency, and other jurisdiction usually of the initial members of the judicial nominating commis
pertaining to courts of probate; in all cases in equity sions shall expire as follows:
including all cases relating to juveniles; of all felonies and a. The terms of one member of category a. b. and c
of all misdemeanors arising out of the same circunm- in subsection (c)(5) hereof shall expire on July 1, 1974;
stances as a felony which is also charged; in all cases b. The tenrms of one member of category a. b. and c
invoving legality of any tax assessment or toll; in the in subsection (c)(5) hereof shall expire on July 1, 1975;
action of ejectment; and in all actions involving the titles c. The terms of one member of category a. b. and c
or boundaries or right of possession of real property. The in subsection (c)(5) hereof shall expire on July 1, 1976;
circuit court may issue injunctions. There shall be judicial (8) All fines and forfeitures arising from offense:
circuits which shall be the judicial circuits in existence on tried in the county court shall be collected, and accouni
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d for by clerk of the court, and deposited in a special the 1970 federal census. On the effective date of this
rust account. All fines and forfeitures received from vio- article, there shall be an additional number of positions
ations of ordinances or misdemeanors committed with- of circuit judges equal to the number of existing circuit
n a county or municipal ordinances committed within a judges and the number of judges of the above named
nunicipality within the territorial jurisdiction of the county courts whose term expires in 1973. Elections to such
:ourt shall be paid monthly to the county or municipality offices shall take place at the same time and manner as
·espectively. If any costs are assessed and collected in elections to other state judicial offices in 1972 and the

ronnection with offenses tried in county court, all court terms of such offices shall be for a term of six years.
mosts shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the Unless changed pursuant to section nine of this article,
state of Florida and such other funds as prescribed by the number of circuit judges presently existing and cre-
general law. ated by this subsection shall not be changed.

(9), Any municipality or county may apply to the (3) In all counties having a population of less than
chief judge of the circuit in which that municipality or 100,000 according to the 1970 federal census and hav-
county is situated for the county court to sit in a location ing more than one county judge on the date of the adop-
suitable to the municipality or county and convenient in tion of this article, there shall be the same number of
time and place to its citizens and police officers and upon judges of the county court as there are county judges
such application said chief judge shall direct the court to existing on that date unless changed pursuant to section
sit in the location unless the chief judge shall determine 9 of this article.
the request is not justified. If the chief judge does not (4) Municipal courts shall continue with their same
authorize the county court to sit in the location request- jurisdiction until amended or terminated in a manner pre-
ed, the county or municipality may apply to the supreme scribed by special or general law or ordinances, or until
court for an order directing the county court to sit in the January 3, 1977, whichever occurs first. On that date all
location. Any municipality or county which so applies municipal courts not previously abolished shall cease to
shall be required to provide the appropriate physical exist. Judges of municipal courts shall remain in office
facilities in which the county court may hold court. and be subject to reappointment or reelection in the

(10) All courts except the supreme court may sit in manner prescribed by law until said courts are terminat-
divisions as may be established by local rule approved ed pursuant to the provisions of this subsection. Upon
by the supreme court. municipal courts being terminated or abolished in accor-

(11) A county court judge in any county having a dance with the provisions of this subsection, the judges
population of 40,000 or less according to the last decen- thereof who are not members of the bar of Florida, shall
nial census, shall not be required to be a member of the be eligible to seek election as judges of county courts of
bar of Florida. their respective counties.

(12) Municipal prosecutors may prosecute viola- (5) Judges,' holding elective office in all other courts
tions of municipal ordinances. abolished by this article, whose terms do not expire in

(13) Justice shall mean a justice elected or appoint- 1973 including judges established pursuant to Article
ed to the supreme court and shall not include any judge VIII, sections 9 and 11 of the Constitution of 1885 shall
assigned from any court. serve as judges of the county court for the remainder of

(d) When this article becomes effective: the term to which they were elected. Unless created pur-
(1) All courts not herein authorized, except as pro- suant to section 9, of this Article V such judicial office

vided by subsection (d)(4) of this section shall Cease to shall not continue to exist thereafter.
exist and jurisdiction to conclude all pending cases and (6) By March 21, 1972, the supreme court shall cer-
enforce all prior orders and judgments shall vest in the tify the need for additional circuit and county judges. The
court that would have jurisdiction of the cause if there- legislature in the 1972 regular session may by general
after instituted. All records of and property held by courts law create additional offices of judge, the terms of which
abolished hereby shall be transferred to the proper office shall begin on the effective date of this article. Elections
of the appropriate court under this article. to such offices shall take place at the same time and

(2) Judges of the following courts, if their terms do manner as election to other state judicial offices in 1972.
not expire in 1973 and if they are eligible under subsec- (7) County judges of existing county judge's courts
tion (d)(8) hereof, shall become additional judges of the and justices of the peace and magistrates' court who are
circuit court for each of the counties of their respective not members of bar of Florida shall be eligible to seek
circuits, and shall serve as such circuit judges for the election as county court judges of their respective coun-
remainder of the terms to which they were elected and ties.
shall be eligible for election as circuit judges thereafter. (8) No judge of a court abolished by this article shall
These courts are: civil court of record of Dade county, all become or be eligible to become a judge of the circuit
criminal courts of record, the felony courts of record of court unless the judge has been a member of bar of
Alachua, Leon and Volusia Counties, the courts of Florida for the preceding five years.
record of Broward, Brevard, Escambia, Hillsborough, (9) The office of judges of all other courts abolished
Lee, Manatee and Sarasota Counties, the civil and crim- by this article shall be abolished as of the effective date
inal court of record of Pinellas County, and county of this article.
judge's courts and separate juvenile courts in counties (10) The offices of county solicitor and prosecuting
having a population in excess of 100,000 according to attorney shall stand abolished, and all county solicitors
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and prosecuting attorneys holding such offices upon the Sec.
effective date of this article shall become and serve as
assistant state attorneys for the circuits in which their 4. Disqualifications.
counties are situate for the remainder of their terms, with 5. Primary, general, and special elections.
compensation not less than that received immediately 6. Municipal and district elections.
before the effective date of this article. 7. Campaign spending limits and funding of cam

(e) LIMITED OPERATION OF SOME PROVI- paigns for elective state-wide office.
SIONS.-

(1) All justices of the supreme court, judges of the SECON 1. Reulatlon of eectons.-AII eleo
di^^rKTS~~n^^iud~~in~unon SECTION 1. Regulation of 911ections.-All elec,

district courts of appeal and circuit judges in office upon tions by the people shall be by direct and secret vote
the effective date of this article shall retain their offices for General elections shall be determined by a plurality o
the remainder of their respective terms. All members of votes cast. Registration and elections shall, and politia
the judicial qualifications commission in office upon the part functions may, be regulated by law; however the
effective date of this article shall retain their offices for the requirements for a candidate with no party affiliation o
remainder of their respective terms. Each state attorney for a candidate of a minor party for placement of the an
in office on the effective date of this article shall retain the didate's name on the ballot shall be no greater than th
office for the remainder of the term. requirements for a candidate of the party having thE

(2) No justice or judge holding office immediately uet number of registered voters
after this article becomes effective who held judicial ar.t . ppmer o c ios Ra commson, Rd vvis
office on July 1,1957, shall be subject to retirement from 11, 199I, fied with the Secetay of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
judicial office because of age pursuant to section 8 of this SECTION 2. Electors.-Every citizen of the UniteK
article. States who is at least eighteen years of age and who ih

(f) Until otherwise provided by law, the nonjudicial a permanent resident of the state, if registered as pro
duties required of county judges shall be performed by vided by law, shall be an elector of the county where reg
the judges of the county court. istered.1(g) All provisions of Article V of the Constitution of Hiey.Am. proposed by Contiuon Reviasion Cmmission, Revon Nc
1885, as amended, not embraced herein which are not 11, 1998, ed with e Se layof State May 5, 198; adopted 198.
inconsistent with this revision shall become statutes sub- SECTION 3. Oath.-Each eligible citizen upon reg
ject to modification or repeal as are other statutes. istering shall subscribe the following: "1 do solemn!

(h) The requirements of section 14 relative to all swear (or affirm) that I will protect and defend th
county court judges or any judge of a municipal court Constitution of the United States and the Constitution c
who continues to hold office pursuant to subsection the State of Florida, and that I am qualified to register a
(d)(4) hereof being compensated by state salaries shall an elector under the Constitution and laws of the State c
not apply prior to January 3,1977, unless otherwise pro- Florida."
vided by general law. CN D ua i

(i) DELETION OF OBSOLETE SCHEDULE SECTION 4. Dlsqualoficatlons.-
ITEMS.-The legislature shall have power, by concur- in (a) No parson convicted of a feloy or adjudicate
rent resolution, to delete from this article any subsection is or any otr stte to be mnal incompeteni
of this section 20 including this subsection, when all shall be qualified to vote or hold office until restoration c
events to which the subsection to be deleted is or could civil rights or removal of disability.
become applicable have occurred. A legislative determi- (b) No person may appear on the ballot for re-elec
nation of fact made as a basis for application of this sub- on(1) Flonda resewntative
section shall be subject to judicial review. da reptt

0) EFFECTIVE DATE.-Unless otherwise provided (2) Florida senator,
herein, this article shall become effective at 11:59 o'clock (3) Floda Lieutenant governor,
P.M., Eastern Standard lime, January 1, 1973. (4) any off of the Floda cabinet,

HItoy.-S.J.R. 52-D, 1971; adopted 1972; Am. proposed by Consi (5) U.S. Representative from Flonda, or
Revision Commission, Revision No. 13,1998. filed wi the Secretary dt State (6) U.S. Senator from Florida
May 5,1998; adopted 1998.

'Note.-All provisions of Art. V of the Consituton of 1885, as amend- if, by the end of the current term of office, the person wi
ad, considered as statutory law, were repealed by ch. 73-303, Laws of have sewrved (or, but for resignation, would have servec

~~Fi~~~~~~orida. ~in that office for eight consecutive years.
Hitey.-Am. by initiatinve Petition filed with the Secretary of State July 2

ARTICLE VI 1992; adopted 1992.
SECTION 5. Primary, general, and special Sec

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS tlons.-
(a) A general election shall be held in each count

Sec. on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novemtx
of each even-numbered year to choose a successor t

1. Regulation of elections. each elective state and county officer whose term w
2. Electors. expire before the next general election and, except a
3. Oath. provided herein, to fill each vacancy in elective office fc
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ie unexpired portion of the term. A general election may SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state
a suspended or delayed due to a state of emergency or expenses; state revenue limitation.-
ipending emergency pursuant to general law. Special (a) No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of
lections and referenda shall be held as provided by law. law. No state ad valorem taxes shall be levied upon real

(b) If all candidates for an office have the same estate or tangible personal property. All other forms of
arty affiliation and the winner will have no opposition in taxation shall be preempted to the state except as pro-
te general election, all qualified electors, regardless of vided by general law.
arty affiliation, may vote in the primary elections for that (b) Motor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers, trailer
ffice. coaches and mobile homes, as defined by law, shall be

wB---Am. S.J.R. 162,1992; dopted 1992; Am. wposed by Con subject to a license tax for their operation in the amountsevision Commission, Revision No. 11, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State subject to a license tax for their operaon in e amounts
ay 5,1998; adopted 1998. and for the purposes prescribed by law, but shall not be

SECTION 6. Municipal and district electionts.- s (c) No money shall be drawn from the treasurytegistration and elections in municipalities shall, and in except in pursuance of appropriation made by law
er govemental entities created by statute may, be (d) Provision shall be made by law for raising suffi-

irovided by law. cient revenue to defray the expenses of the state for
SECTION 7. Campaign spending limits and each fiscal period.

unding of campaigns for elective state-wide (e) Except as provided herein, state revenues col-
ffice.-It is the policy of this state to provide for state- lected for any fiscal year shall be limited to state rev-

iide elections in which all qualified candidates may enues allowed under this subsection for the prior fiscal
ompete effectively. A method of public financing for year plus an adjustment for growth. As used in this sub-
ampaigns for state-wide office shall be established by section, "growth" means an amount equal to the average
aw. Spending limits shall be established for such cam- annual rate of growth in Florida personal income over
saigns for candidates who use public funds in their cam- the most recent twenty quarters times the state revenues
saigns. The legislature shall provide funding for this pro- allowed under this subsection for the prior fiscal year. For
Fision. General law implementing this paragraph shall be the 1995-1996 fiscal year, the state revenues allowed
it least as protective of effective competition by a candi- under this subsection for the prior fiscal year shall equal
late who uses public funds as the general law in effect the state revenues collected for the 1994-1995 fiscal
in January 1, 1998. year. Florida personal income shall be determined by the

HstorM.-roposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 11, legislature, from information available from the United
, filed with e Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998. States Department of Commerce or its successor on the

first day of February prior to the beginning of the fiscal
ARTICLE VII year. State revenues collected for any fiscal year in

excess of this limitation shall be transferred to the bud-
FINANCE AND TAXATION get stabilization fund until the fund reaches the maxi-

mum balance specified in Section 19(g) of Article III, and
3ec. thereafter shall be refunded to taxpayers as provided by

general law. State revenues allowed under this subsec-
1. Taxation; appropriations; state expenses; state rev- tion for any fiscal year may be increased by a two-thirds

enue limitation. vote of the membership of each house of the legislature
2. Taxes; rate. in a separate bill that contains no other subject and that
3. Taxes; exemptions. sets forth the dollar amount by which the state revenues
4. Taxation; assessments. allowed will be increased. The vote may not be taken
5. Estate, inheritance and income taxes. less than seventy-two hours after the third reading of the
6. Homestead exemptions. bill. For purposes of this subsection, "state revenues"
7. Allocation of pari-mutuel taxes. means taxes, fees, licenses, and charges for services
8. Aid to local govemments. imposed by the legislature on individuals, businesses, or
9. Local taxes. agencies outside state government. However, "state rev-

10. Pledging credit. enues" does not include: revenues that are necessary to
11. State bonds; revenue bonds. meet the requirements set forth in documents authoriz-
12. Local bonds. ing the issuance of bonds by the state; revenues that are
13. Relief from illegal taxes. used to provide matching funds for the federal Medicaid
14. Bonds for pollution control and abatement and program with the exception of the revenues used to sup-

other water facilities. port the Public Medical Assistance Trust Fund or its suc-
15. Revenue bonds for scholarship loans. cessor program and with the exception of state matching
16. Bonds for housing and related facilities. funds used to fund elective expansions made after July
17. Bonds for acquiring transportation right-of-way or 1, 1994; proceeds from the state lottery returned as

for constructing bridges. prizes; receipts of the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe
18. Laws requiring counties or municipalities to spend Fund; balances carried forward from prior fiscal years;

funds or limiting their ability to raise revenue or taxes, licenses, fees, and charges for services imposed
receive state tax revenue. by local, regional, or school district governing bodies; or
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revenue from taxes, licenses, fees, and charges for ser- may be renewable by referendum as provided by gener-
vices required to be imposed by any amendment or revi- al law.
sion to this constitution after July 1, 1994. An adjustment 1(d) By general law and subject to conditions specid-
to the revenue limitation shall be made by general law to fied therein, there may be granted an ad valorem tax
reflect the fiscal impact of transfers of responsibility for exemption to a renewable energy source device and to
the funding of governmental functions between the state real property on which such device is installed and oper-
and other levels of government. The legislature shall, by ated, to the value fixed by general law not to exceed the
general law, prescribe procedures necessary to adminis- original cost of the device, and for the period of time fixed
ter this subsecti on. by general law not to exceed ten years.

History.-Am. H.J.R. 2053,1994; adopted 1994. (e) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose
SECTION 2. Taxes; rate.-All ad valorem taxation of its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of

shall be at a uniform rate within each taxing unit, except this subsection and general law, grant historic preserva-
the taxes on intangible personal property may be at dif- tion ad valorem tax exemptions to owners of historic prop-
ferent rates but shall never exceed two mills on the dol- erties. This exemption may be granted only by ordinance
lar of assessed value; provided, as to any obligations of the county or municipality. The amount or limits of the
secured by mortgage, deed of trust, or other lien on real amount of this exemption and the requirements for eligi-
estate wherever located, an intangible tax of not more ble properties must be specified by general law. The peri-
than two mills on the dollar may be levied by law to be in od of time for which this exemption may be granted to a
lieu of all other intangible assessments on such obliga- property owner shall be determined by general law.
tions. History.-Am. S.J.R.'s 9-E, 15-E, 1980; adopted 1980; Am. C.S. for S.J.R.'s

318, 356, 1988; adopted 1988; Am. S.J.R. 152,1992; adopted 1992; Am. H.J.R.

SECTION 3. Taxes; exemptions.- 969,1997; adopted 1998.(a) * All. property. oweya. ,t an ud 'Note.-This subsection, originally designated (c) by S.J.R 15-E, 1980,
(a) All property owned by a municipality and used was redesignated (d) by the editors in order to avoid confusion with sub-

exclusively by it for municipal or public purposes shall be section (c) as contained in S.J.R. 9-E, 1980.
exempt from taxation. A municipality, owning property out- cf.-s. 19, Art. xI1 Schedule.
side the municipality, may be required by general law to SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.-By general
make payment to the taxing unit in which the property is law regulations shall be prescribed which shall secure a just
located. Such portions of property as are used predomi- valuation of all property for ad valorem taxation, provided:
nanty for educational, literary, scientific, religious or char- (a) Agricultural land, land producing high water
itable purposes may be exempted by general law from . .'g
taxatie purposes may exempted y general law rom recharge to Florida's aquifers or land used exclusively for

(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulative- non-commercial recreatioal purposes may be classified by
(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulative-gas basis o^ at

ly, to every head of a family residing in this state, house- general law an assessed on e ass o charater
hold goods and personal effects to the value fixed by gen- or uses
eral law, not less than one thousand dollars, and to every (b) Pur suat to general law stngible persnalu property
widow or widower or person who is blind or totally and hdorsaleasscintadeandtlivesot maybeasuedfor
permanently disabled, property to the value fixed by gen- texaton at a specified perentg of is vaue, may be cassi-
eral law not less than five hundred dollars. fied for tax purposes, or mnay be exempted from taxation.

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose (c) All persons tile to ah i homesteadmpion u
of its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of Sco 6 of this Article shall have ther homestead assessed
this subsection and general law, grant community and at just value as of January 1 of the year following the effective
economic development ad valorem tax exemptions to date of this amendment This assessment shall change only
new businesses and expansions of existing businesses, as Provided herein.
as defined by general law. Such an exemption may be 1. Assessments subject to this provision shall be
granted only by ordinance of the county or municipality, changed annually on January 1st of each year; but those
and only after the electors of the county or municipality changes in assessments shall not exceed the lower of the fol-
voting on such question in a referendum authorize the lowing:
county or municipality to adopt such ordinances. An (A) three percent (3%/) of the assessment for the pnoi
exemption so granted shall apply to improvements to real year.
property made by or for the use of a new business and (B) the percent change in the Consumer Price Index bo
improvements to real property related to the expansion of all urban consumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100,
an existing business and shall also apply to tangible per-or successor reports for the preceding calendar year as ini
sonal property of such new business and tangible per- tally reported by the United States Department of Labor
sonal property related to the expansion of an existing Bureau of Labor Statistics.
business. The amount or limits of the amount of such 2. No assessment shall exceed just value.
exemption shall be specified by general law. The period 3. After any change of ownership, as provided by gen
of time for which such exemption may be granted to a eral law, homestead property shall be assessed at just valuE
new business or expansion of an existing business shall as of January 1 of the following year. Thereafter, the home
be determined by general law. The authority to grant such stead shall be assessed as provided herein.
exemption shall expire ten years from the date of 4. New homestead property shall be assessed a
approval by the electors of the county or municipality, and just value as of January 1st of the year following thE

C-24



rticle VII CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ____ Article VII

istablishment of the homestead. That assessment shall scribed by law. The real estate may be held by legal or
nmly change as provided herein. equitable title, by the entireties, jointly, in common, as a
5. Changes, additions, reductions or improvements condominium, or indirectly by stock ownership or mem-

o homestead property shall be assessed as provided for bership representing the owner's or member's propri-
)y general law; provided, however, after the adjustment etary interest in a corporation owning a fee or a lease-
or any change, addition, reduction or improvement, the hold initially in excess of ninety-eight years.
)ropertyshall be assessed as provided herein. (b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed

6. In the event of a termination of homestead status, any individual or family unit or with respect to any resi-
he property shall be assessed as provided by general dential unit No exemption shall exceed the value of the
aw. real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of own-

7. The provisions of this amendment are severable. ership through stock or membership in a corporation,
If any of the provisions of this amendment shall be held the value of the proportion which the interest in the cor-
Linoonstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, poration bears to the assessed value of the property.
the decision of such court shall not affect or impair any (c) By general law and subject to conditions spec-
remaining provisions of this amendment ified therein, the exemption shall be increased to a total

(d) The legislature may, by general law, for assess- of twenty-five thousand dollars of the assessed value of
rnent purposes and subject to the provisions of this sub- the real estate for each school district levy. By general
section, allow counties and municipalities to authorize by law and subject to conditions specified therein, the
ordinance that histonric property may be assessed solely exemption for all other levies may be increased up to
on the basis of character or use. Such character or use an amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars of the
assessment shall apply only to the jurisdiction adopting assessed value of the real estate if the owner has

theordinance.The requirements for eligible properties attained age sixty-five or is totally and permanently dis-
must be specified by general law.

HImty.-An. SJ. 12-E, 1980; adoped 198 Am. HJ.R 214,1987; adopd abled and if the owner is not entitled to the exemption
M1988; Am. by Intve Pattion ied wih Oe Serebty of State August 3,1992; adopt- provided in subsection (d).

ad 1882; Am. HJR. 989,1907; adopted 1996, Am. proposed by Constitution Revision
Cml von No. 13,199, fled with the Sectay of Sate May 5. 199I; (d) By general law and subject to conditions spec-

adopted i ified therein, the exemption shall be increased to a total

SECTION 5. Estate, inheritance and Income of the following amounts of assessed value of real
taxes..>- estate for each levy other than those of school districts:

(a) NATURAL PERSONS. No tax upon estates or fifteen thousand dollars with respect to 1980 assess-
inheritances or upon the income of natural persons who ments; twerty thousand dollars with respectto 1981
are residents or citizens of the state shall be levied by the assessments; twenty-five thousand dollars with respect
state, or under its authority, in excess of the aggregate ofto assessments for 1982 and each year thereafter.
amounts which may be allowed to be credited upon or However, such increase shall not apply with respect to
deducted from any similar tax levied by the United States any assessment roll until such roll is first determined to
or any state. be in compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a

(b) OTHERS. No tax upon the income of residents state agency designated by general law. This subsec-
and citizens other than natural persons shall be levied by ton shall stand repealed on the effective date of any
the state, or under its authority, in excess of 5% of net amendment to section 4 which provides for the assess-
income, as defined by law, or at such greater rate as is ment of homestead property at a specified percentage
authorized by a three-fifths (3/5) vote of the membership of its just value.
of each house of the legislature or as will provide for the (e) By general law and subject to conditions spec-
state the maximum amount which may be allowed to be ified therein, the Legislature may provide to renters,
credited against income taxes levied by the United States who are permanent residents, ad valorem tax relief on
and other states. There shall be exempt from taxation not all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax relief
less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) of the excess of shall be in the form and amount established by gener-
net income subject to tax over the maximum amount al law.
allowed to be credited against income taxes levied by the ( The legislature may, by general law, allow coun-
United States and other states. ties or municipalities, for the purpose of their respective

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE. This section shall become tax levies and subject to the provisions of general law,
effective immediately upon approval by the electors of to grant an additional homestead tax exemption not
Florida. -exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars to any person

Hitorty.-Am. H.J.R. 7-B, 1971; adopted 1971. who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and
SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.- maintains thereon the permanent residence of the
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable owner and who has attained age sixty-five and whose

title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent household income, as defined by general law, does not
residence of the owner, or another legally or naturally exceed twenty thousand dollars. The general law must
dependent upon the owner, shall be exempt from taxa- allow counties and municipalities to grant this addition-
ton thereon, except assessments for special benefits, al exemption, within the limits prescribed in this sub-
up to the assessed valuation of five thousand dollars, section, by ordinance adopted in the manner pre-
upon establishment of right thereto in the manner pre- scribed by general law, and must provide for the peri-
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odic adjustment of the income limitation prescribed in to finance or refinance the cost of capital projects foi
this subsection for changes in the cost of living, industrial or manufacturing plants to the extent that the

Htry-m. SA 1-B, 1979; adopted 1980; Am. S.J.R. 4,i 190; adopt^- interest thereon is exempt from income taxes under theed1980; Am. H.J.A 3151, 199; adopted 1998; Am. proposed by Coonstitution
Revion Comssion, Reviion No. 13,1998, fIled wit the Secretary of State then existing laws of the United States, when, in eithei
Mary 5, I M8; adopted I M.IMay 5,1998; ado~pted1998.case, the revenue bonds are payable solely from rev-

SECTION 7. Allocation of pari-mutuel taxes.- enue derived from the sale, operation or leasing of the
Taxes upon the operation of pari-mutuel pools may be projects. If any project so financed, or any part thereof, is
preempted to the state or allocated in whole or in part to occupied or operated by any private corporation, assoc-
the counties. When allocated to the counties, the distrib- ation, partnership or person pursuant to contract or lease
ution shall be in equal amounts to the several counties. with the issuing body, the property interest created by

SECTION 8. Aid to local govemments.-State such contract or lease shall be subject to taxation to the
funds may be appropriated to the several counties same extent as other privately owned property.
school districts, municipalities or special districts upon (d) a municipality, county, special district, or agency
such conditions as may be provided by general law. of any of them, being a joint owner of, giving, or lending
These conditions may include the use of relative ad val- or using ts taxing power or credit forthe joint ownership,
orem assessment levels determined by a state agency construction and operation of electrical energy generat
designated by general law. ing or transmission facilities with any corporation, asso

Htitwy.-Am.5s.R. 4^E, 19O; adopted 1980. ciation, partnership or person.
SECTION-_ --~~~~~~ 9. Local,~ ,History.- Am. HJ.R. 1424, 1973; adopted 1974.

SECTION 9. Local taxes.-
(a) Counties, school districts, and municipalities SECTION 11. State bonds; revenue bonds.-

shall, and special districts may, be authorized by law to (a) State bonds pledging the full faith and credit oa
levy ad valorem taxes and may be authorized by gener-the state may be issued only to finance or refinance the
al law to levy other taxes, for their respective purposes, cost of state fixed capital outlay projects authorized b)
except ad valorem taxes on intangible personal property law, and purposes incidental thereto, upon approval by E
and taxes prohibited by this constitution. vote of the electors; provided state bonds issued pur

(b) Ad valorem taxes, exclusive of taxes levied for suant to this subsection may be refunded without a vote
the payment of bonds and taxes levied for periods not of the electors at a lower net average interest cost rate
longer than two years when authorized by vote of the The total outstanding principal of state bonds issued pur
electors who are the owners of freeholds therein notsuant to this subsecton shall never exceed fifty percen
wholly exempt from taxation, shall not be levied in of the total tax revenues of the state for the two preced
excess of the following millages upon the assessed ing fiscal years, excluding any tax revenues held in trus
value of real estate and tangible personal property: for all under the provisions of this constitution.
county purposes, ten mills; for all municipal purposes, (b) Moneys sufficient to pay debt service on stat
ten mills; for all school purposes, ten mills; for water bnds as the same becomes due shall be apprate

maC ~~~~~p'rp^^~~~~~bondsasthe same! beome deshlT b rpiaemanagement purpoSes for the northwest portion of the b law
state Iying west'of- th line between ranges two and three
estt l.yin westl forf t ahe rln b et n ra nge p ss t o r and th(c) Any state bonds pledging the full faith and credeastO 005 mill; for water management purposes for the
remaining portions of the state, 1.0 mill; and for all other itoothesateissesndehsscin
special districts a millage authorized by law approved by tion of this constitution may be combined for the purpos
vote of the electors who are owners of freeholds therein esofsale.
not wholly exempt from taxation. A county furnishing (d) Revenue bonds may be issued by the state or it
municipal services may, to the extent authorized by law, agences without a vote of the electors to finance or refi
levy additional taxes within the limits fixed for municipal ance the cost of state fixed capital outlay project
purposes. .authorized by law, and purposes incidental thereto, anr

Hilsly-Am. S.R. 1061, 1975; adopted 1976. shall be payable solely from funds derived directly fron
SECTION 10. Pledging credit-Neither the state soures other than state tax revenues

nor any county, school district, municipality, special dis- (e) Bonds pledging all or part of a dedicated stat<
trict, or agency of any of them, shall become a joint tax revenue may be issued by the state in the manne
owner with, or stockholder of, or give, lend or use its tax-provided by general law to finance or refinance thi
ing power or credit to aid any corporation, association, acquisition and improvement of land, water areas, art
partnership or person; but this shall not prohibit laws related property interests and resources for the purpos
authorizing: es of conservation, outdoor recreation, water resourd

(a) the investment of public trust funds; development, restoration of natural systems, and historb
(b) the investment of other public funds in obliga- preservation.

tions of, or insured by, the United Sates or any of its (f) Each project, building, or facility to be financed 
instrumentalities; refinanced with revenue bonds issued under this sectioi

(c) the issuance and sale by any county, municipal- shall first be approved by the Legislature by an act relal
ity, special district or other local governmental body of (1) ing to appropriations or by general law.
revenue bonds to finance or refinance the cost of capital t SyrAm. C-S. hfr CES for SJ.FL 612, 14; a d184; Am. pby Constitution Revisin Commisson, Reisio No. 5,1l998, filed will *iprojects for airports or port acilities, or (2) revenue bonds set o Sna May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
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SECTION 12. Local bonds.-Counties, school Such loans shall bear interest at not more than one-half
listricts, municipalities, special districts and local gov- of one per cent per annum greater than the last preced-
(mmental bodies with taxing powers may issue bonds, ing issue of state bonds pursuant to this section, shall be
ertificates of indebtedness or any form of tax anticipa- secured by the pledged revenues, and may be addition-
ion certificates, payable from ad valorem taxation and ally secured by the full faith and credit of the local gov-
naturing more than twelve months after issuance only: emmental agencies.

(a) to finance or refinance capital projects autho- (e) The total outstanding principal of state bonds
ized by law and only when approved by vote of the elec- issued pursuant to this section 14 shall never exceed
Drs who are owners of freeholds therein not wholly fifty per cent of the total tax revenues of the state for the
)xempt from taxation; or two preceding fiscal years.

(b) to refund outstanding bonds and interest and 7Hitory.C.S. for H.J.R.'s 3853, 4040, 1970; adopted 1970; Am. H.J.R.
1471, 1980; adopted 1980.

edemption premium thereon at a lower net average
nterest cost rate. SECTION 15. Revenue bonds for scholarship

loans.-
SECTION 13. Relief from illegal taxes.-Until (a) When authorized by law, revenue bonds may be

ayment of all taxes which have been legally asse iss ued to establish a fund to make loans to students
!ipon t property of the same owner, no court shall ^determined eligible as prescribed by law and who have

rant relief from the payment of any tax that may be ile- been admitted to attend any public or private institutions
al or illegally assessed.of higher learning, junior colleges, health related training

SECTION 14. Bonds for pollution control and institutions, or vocational training centers, which are rec-
ibatement and other water facilities.- ognized or accredited under terms and conditions pre-

(a) When authorized by law, state bonds pledging scribed by law. Revenue bonds issued pursuant to this
:he full faith and credit of the state may be issued with- section shall be secured by a pledge of and shall be
3ut an election to finance the construction of air and payable primarily from payments of interest, principal,
Nater pollution control and abatement and solid waste and handling charges to such fund from the recipients of
lisposal facilities and other water facilities authorized by the loans andif authorized by law, may be additionally
general law (herein referred to as "facilities") to be oper- secured by student fees and by any other moneys in
ated by any municipality, county, district or authority, or such fund. There shall be established from the proceeds
any agency thereof (herein referred to as "local govern- of each issue of revenue bonds a reserve account in an
mental agencies"), or by any agency of the State of amount equal to and sufficient to pay the greatest
Florida. Such bonds shall be secured by a pledge of and amount of principal, interest, and handling charges to
shall be payable primarily from all or any part of rev- become due on such issue in any ensuing state fiscal
snues to be derived from operation of such facilities, year.
special assessments, rentals to be received under (b) Interest moneys in the fund established pur-
lease-purchase agreements herein provided for, any suant to this section, not required in any fiscal year for
other revenues that may be legally available for such payment of debt service on then outstanding revenue
purpose, including revenues from other facilities, or any bonds or for maintenance of the reserve account, may
combination thereof (herein collectively referred to as be used for educational loans to students determined to
'pledged revenues"), and shall be additionally secured be eligible therefor in the manner provided by law, or for
by the full faith and credit of the State of Florida. such other related purposes as may be provided by law.

(b) No such bonds shall be issued unless a state fis- Hiory.-Ad, .R. 4D, 1971; adopted 1972.
cal agency, created by law, has made a determination SECTION 16. Bonds for housing and related
that in no state fiscal year will the debt service require- facilities.-
ments of the bonds proposed to be issued and all other (a) When authorized by law, revenue bonds may be
bonds secured by the pledged revenues exceed seven- issued without an election to finance or refinance hous-
ty-five per cent of the pledged revenues. ing and related facilities in Florida, herein referred to as

(c) The state may lease any of such facilities to any "facilities."
local governmental agency, under lease-purchase (b) The bonds shall be secured by a pledge of and
agreements for such periods and under such other shall be payable primarily from all or any part of rev-
terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon. enues to be derived from the financing, operation or sale
The local governmental agencies may pledge the rev- of such facilities, mortgage or loan payments, and any
enues derived from such leased facilities or any other other revenues or assets that may be legally available
available funds for the payment of rentals thereunder; for such purposes derived from sources other than ad
and, in addition, the full faith and credit and taxing power valorem taxation, including revenues from other facili-
of such local governmental agencies may be pledged for ties, or any combination thereof, herein collectively
the payment of such rentals without any election of free- referred to as "pledged revenues," provided that in no
holder electors or qualified electors. event shall the full faith and credit of the state be pledged

(d) The state may also issue such bonds for the pur- to secure such revenue bonds.
pose of loaning money to local governmental agencies, (c) No bonds shall be issued unless a state fiscal
for the construction of such facilities to be owned or agency, created by law, has made a determination that
operated by any of such local govemrnmental agencies. in no state fiscal year will the debt service requirements
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of the bonds proposed to be issued and all other bonds may not enact, amend, or repeal any general law if the
secured by the same pledged revenues exceed the anticipated effect of doing so would be to reduce the
pledged revenues available for payment of such debt authority that municipalities or counties have to raise rev-
service requirements, as defined by law. enues in the aggregate, as such authority exists on

Hi.toy.-Added, S.J.R. 6-E,I 1980; adopted 1 .Febnar 1, 1989.
c.-s. 18, Art. X II Schedule. 5WMy.

(c) Except upon approval of each house of the leg-
SECTION 17. Bonds for acquiring transporta- islature by two-thirds of the membership, the legislature

tion right-of-way or for constructing bridges.- may not enact, amend, or repeal any general law if the
(a) When authorized by law, state bonds pledging anticipated effect of doing so would be to reduce the per-

the full faith and credit of the state may be issued, With- centage of a state tax shared with counties and munici-
out a vote of the electors, to finance or refinance the cost palities as an aggregate on February 1, 1989. The provi-
of acquiring real property or the rights to real property for sions of this subsection shall not apply to enhancements
state roads as defined by law, or to finance or refinance enacted after February 1, 1989, to state tax sources, oi
the cost of state bridge construction, and purposes inc- during a fiscal emergency declared in a written joint
dental to such property acquisition or state bridge con- proclamation issued by the president of the senate anc
struction. the speaker of the house of representatives, or where

(b) Bonds issued under this section shall be the legislature provides additional state-shared revenues
secured by a pledge of and shall be payable primarily which are anticipated to be sufficient to replace the antic
from motor fuel or special fuel taxes, except those ipated aggregate loss of state-shared revenues resulting
defined in Section 9(c) of Article XII, as provided by law, from the reduction of the percentage of the state taw
and shall additionally be secured by the full faith and shared with counties and municipalities, which source o
credit of the state. replacement revenues shall be subject to the same

(c) No bonds shall be issued under this section requirements for repeal or modification as provided here
unless a state fiscal agency, created by law, has made a in for a state-shared tax source existing on February 1
determination that in no state fiscal year will the debt ser- 1989
vice requirements of the bonds proposed to be issued L aded o rquir fuin f pn
and all other bonds secured by the same pledged rev- benefits existing on the effective date of this section
enues exceed ninety percent of the pledged revenues crmnlawectolwsthgnrlaponton
available for payment of such debt service requirements, c sminea laws,p election laws, we general appropraizong
as defined by law. For the purposes of this subsection, act, spal appropns acts laws reauong bu
the term "pledged revenues" means all revenues not expanding then-existing statutory authority, laws hayv
pledged to the payment of debt service, excluding any ing insignificant fiscal impact, and laws creating, modify
pledge of the full faith and credit of the state. ing, or repealing noncriminal infractions, are exempt fron

Hh.tory-Added, c.s. for C.s. for SJ.R. 391, 1988; adopted 1988. the requirements of this section.
SECTION i laws requiringcountis or (e) The legislature may enact laws to assist in th<

aSECTtoIspendw limuting uther abit t implementation and enforcement of this section.
ipalies to spend funds or limiting eir ability to HC..-Added, c.s. for c.s. for c.s. for C.S. for H.J.R.'s 139. 40, 19
raise revenue or receive state tax revenue.- adopted 1990.

(a) No county or municipality shall be bound by any
general law requiring such county or municipality to ARTICLE VIIl
spend funds or to take an action requiring the expendi-
ture of funds unless the legislature has determined that LOCAL GOVERNMENT
such law fulfills an important state interest and unless:
funds have been appropriated that have been estimated Sec.
at the time of enactment to be sufficient to fund such
expenditure; the legislature authorizes or has authorized 1. Counties.
a county or municipality to enact a funding source not 2. Municipalities.
available for such county or municipality on February 1, 3. Consolidation.
1989, that can be used to generate the amount of funds 4. Transfer of powers.
estimated to be sufficient to fund such expenditure by a 5. Local option
simple majority vote of the governing body of such coun- 6. Schedule to Article VIII.
ty or municipality; the law requiring such expenditure is
approved by two-thirds of the membership in each house
of the legislature; the expenditure is required to comply SECTION 1. Counties.-
with a law that applies to all persons similarly situated, (a) POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The state sha
including the state and local governments; or the law is be divided by law into political subdivisions called cour
either required to comply with a federal requirement or ties. Counties may be created, abolished or changed b
required for eligibility for a federal entitlement, which fed- law, with provision for payment or apportionment of th
eral requirement specifically contemplates actions by public debt
counties or municipalities for compliance. (b) COUNTY FUNDS. The care, custody an

(b) Except upon approval of each house of the leg- method of disbursing county funds shall be provided b
islature by two-thirds of the membership, the legislature general law.
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(c) GOVERNMENT. Pursuant to general or spe- county seat may not be moved except as provided by
al law, a county government may be established by general law. Branch offices for the conduct of county
larter which shall be adopted, amended or repealed business may be established elsewhere in the county by
ily upon vote of the electors of the county in a special resolution of the governing body of the county in the
ection called for that purpose. manner prescribed by law. No instrument shall be

(d) COUNTY OFFICERS. There shall be elected deemed recorded until filed at the county seat, or a
/ the electors of each county, for terms of four years, a branch office designated by the governing body of the
leriff, a tax collector, a property appraiser, a supervisor county for the recording of instruments, according to law.
F elections, and a clerk of the circuit court; except, when History.-Am. H.J.R. 1907, 1973; adopted 1974; Am. H.J.R. 452, 1984;
rovided by county charter or special law approve d 1984; Am. H.J.R. 125, 1998; adopted 1998; Am. proposed by

Cconstitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 8, 1998, filed with the Secretary
)te of the electors of the county, any county officer may of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
a chosen in another manner therein specified, or any SECTION 2 Municilities.
Dunty office may be abolished when all the duties of the SETIN S2 Municis-
Ifice prescribed by general law are transferred to anoth- (a) ESTABLISHMENT Municipalities may be
r office. When not otherwise provided by county charter established or abolished and their charters amended
r special law approved by vote of the electors, the clerk pursuanttogen or speal law. When any municipal-
f the circuit court shall be ex officio clerk of the board of ity is abolished, provision shall be made for the protec-
Dunty commissioners, auditor, recorder and custodian tion of its creditors.
f all county funds. (b) POWERS. Municipalities shall have govern-

(e) COMMISSIONERS. Except when otherwise mental, corporate and proprietary powers to enable
rovided by county charter, the governing body of each them to conduct municipal government, perform munici-
ounty shall be a board of county commissioners corn- pal functions and render municipal services, and may
osed of five or seven members serving staggered exercise any power for municipal purposes except as
,rms of four years. After each decennial census the otherwise provided by law. Each municipal legislative
oard of county commissioners shall divide the county body shall be elective.
ito districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal in (c) ANNEXATION. Municipal annexation of unin-
opulation as practicable. One commissioner residing in corporated territory, merger of municipalities, and exer-
ach district shall be elected as provided by law. cise of extra-territorial powers by municipalities shall be

(f) NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties as provided by general or special law.
ot operating under county charters shall have such SECTION 3. Consolidation.-The government of
ower of self-govemment as is provided by general or a county and the government of one or more municipal-
pecial law. The board of county commissioners of a ities located therein may be consolidated into a single
ounty not operating under a charter may enact, in a government which may exercise any and all powers of
wanner prescribed by general law, county ordinances the county and the several municipalities. The consoli-
ot inconsistent with general or special law, but an ordi- dation plan may be proosed only b special aw which
ance in conflict with a municipal ordinance shall not be ed ^b te , . s . . . . . th~~~~~shall become effective if approved by vote of the electorsifective within the municipality to the extent of such con- of the county, or of the 

under county charterns shall have all powers of ll not extend the territorial scope of taxation for the pay-
elf-government not inconsistent with general law, or ment of pre-existing debt except to areas whose resi-
iith special law approved by vote of the electors. The dents receive a benefit from the facility or service for
pveming body of a county operating under a charter which e ndebtedness was ncurred.
nay enact county ordinances not inconsistent with gen- SECTION 4. Transfer of powers.-By law or by
,ral law. The charter shall provide which shall prevail in resolution of the governing bodies of each of the gov-
le event of conflict between county and municipal ordi- emments affected, any function or power of a county,
ances. municipality or special district may be transferred to or

(h) TAXES; LIMITATION. Property situate within contracted to be performed by another county, munici-
nunicipalities shall not be subject to taxation for services pality or special district, after approval by vote of the
andered by the county exclusively for the benefit of the electors of the transferor and approval by vote of the
property or residents in unincorporated areas. electors of the transferee, or as otherwise provided by

(i) COUNTY ORDINANCES. Each county ordi- law
lance shall be filed with the custodian of state records
ind shall become effective at such time thereafter as is SECTION 5. Local option.-
irovided by general law. (a) Local option on the legality or prohibition of the

(j) VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES. Persons vio- sale of intoxicating liquors, wines or beers shall be pre-
ating county ordinances shall be prosecuted and pun- served to each county. The status of a county with
shed as provided by law. respect thereto shall be changed only by vote of the

(k) COUNTY SEAT. In every county there shall be electors in a special election called upon the petition of
i county seat at which shall be located the principal twenty-five per cent of the electors of the county, and not
offices and permanent records of all county officers. The sooner than two years after an earlier election on the
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same question. Where legal, the sale of intoxicating exercise all the powers conferred now or hereafter b;
liquors, wines and beers shall be regulated by law. general law upon municipalities.

(b) Each county shall have the authority to require a (g) DELETION OF OBSOLETE SCHEDULE
criminal history records check and a 3 to 5-day waiting ITEMS. The legislature shall have power, by joint resc
period, excluding weekends and legal holidays, in con- lution, to delete from this article any subsection of thi
nection with the sale of any firearm occurring within such Section 6, including this subsection, when all events ti
county. For purposes of this subsection, the term "sale" which the subsection to be deleted is or could become
means the transfer of money or other valuable consider- applicable have occurred. A legislative determination c
ation for any firearm when any part of the transaction is fact made as a basis for application of this subsection
conducted on property to which the public has the right shall be subject to judicial review.
of access. Holders of a concealed weapons permit as Net -Section 9 of Art Vill of the Constitution of 1885, as amender

prescrbed bygenerl law hall ot be ubjec to th pro- reads as follows:prescribed by general law shall not be subject to the pro- SECTION 9. Legislative power over city of Jacksonville and Duv
visions of this subsection when purchasing a firearm. County-The Legislature shall have power to establish, alter or abolish,

Hlsteory.-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. Municipal corporation to be known as the City of Jacksonville, extending to
12, 1998. filed with the Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998. ritorially throughout the present limits of Duval County, in the place of any t

SECTION 6 Schedul to Article V111I- all county, district, municipal and local governments, boards, bodies and ofl
SECTION . Schedule to Article VIII.*cer constitutional or statutory, legislative, executive, judicial, or adminin

(a) This article shall replace all of Article Vill of the trative, and shall prescribe the jurisdiction, powers, duties and functions 4
Constitution of 1885, as amended, except those sections such municipal corporation, its legislative, executive, judicial and adminis
expressly retained and made a part of this article by ref- trative departments and its boards, bodies and officers; to divide the territexp~resslyce. ainea anarmaae a pan aricley included in such municipality into subordinate districts, and to prescribe
erence. just and reasonable system of taxation for such municipality and district

(b) COUNTIES; COUNTY SEATS; MUNICIPALI- and to fix the liability of such municipality and districts. Bonded and oth
TIES; DISTRICTS. The status of the following items as indebtedness, existing at the time of the establishment of such municipalit

exist on the date this article becomes effective is shall be enforceable only against property theretofore taxable therefor. Tithey exist on he ate tis arte becomes eective is Legislature shall, from time nto time, determine what portion of said munk
recognized and shall be continued until changed in paity is a rural area, and a homestead in such rural area shall not be Hmi
accordance with law: the counties of the state; their sta- ed as if in a city or town. Such municipality may exercise all the powers 4
tus with respect to the legality of the sale of intoxicating a municipal corporation and shall also be recognized as one of the legtus with respect t^ o the legalityof the sale of intoxicating political divisions of the State with the duties and obligations ofaccounyar
liquors, wines and beers; the method of selection of shall be entitled to all the powers, rights and privileges, including represei
county officers; the performance of municipal functions tation in the State Legislature, which would accrue to it if it were a count
by county officers; the county seats; and the municipali- All property of Duval County and of te municipalities in said county she

4i.» .^^ .^i jt0 ...... . ' . . . . *.vest in such municipal coporation when established as herein providetes and special distncts of the state, their powers, juns- The offices of Clerk ofthe Circuit Court and Sheriff shall not be abolsh
diction and govemrnment. but the Legislature may prescribe the time when, and the method by whid

(c) OFFICERS TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE. Every such offices shall be filled and the compensation to be paid to such office
person holding office when this article becomes effective and may vest in them additional powers and duties. No county office shiperson holdingobe abolished or consolidated with another office without makdng provisk
shall continue in office for the remainder of the term if for the performance of all State duties now or hereafter prescribed by lawi
that office is not abolished. If the office is abolished the be performed by such county officer. Nothing contained herein shall affe
incumbent shall be paid adequate compensation, to be Section 20 of Article 1 of the Constitution of the State of Florida, except j

to such provisions therein as relate to regulating the jurisdiction and dlutht
fixed by law, for the loss of emoluments for the remain- ofy class of officers, to summoning and impaneling grand and pe
der of the term. jurors, to assessing and collecting taxes for county purposes and to regi

(d) ORDINANCES. Local laws relating only to lating the fees and compensation of county officers. No law authorizing t
unincorporated areas of a county on the effective date of establishing or abolishing of such Municipal corporation pursuant to thunincorporated areas of a county on te effective date Of section, shall become operative or effective until approved by a majority
this article may be amended or repealed by county ordi- the qualified electors participating in an election held in said County, but s
nance. long as such Municipal corporation exists under this Section the Legislatu

(e) CONSOLIDATION AND HOME RULE. Article may amend or extend the law authorizing the same without referendum
Vlll Qo~nncQ210n 31the qualified voters unless the Legislative act providing for such amendmeVIII, Sections 19 210, 11 and 424, of the Constitution of or extension shall provide for such referendum.

1885, as amended, shall remain in full force and effect as History.-Added, S.J.R 113,1933; adopted 1934.
to each county affected, as if this article had not been Note.-Section 10, Art Vil of the Constitution of 1885, as amende

adopte, unti thatcountyshallexpresly adpt a carter reads as follows:adopted, until that county shall expressly adopt a charter SECTION 10. Legislative power over city of Key West and Monrn
or home rule plan pursuant to this article. All provisions county.-The Legislature shall have power to establish, alter or abolish,
of the Metropolitan Dade County Home Rule Charter Municipal corporation to be known as the City of Key West, extending ter
heretofore or hereafter adopted by the electors of Dade torially throughout the present limits of Monroe County, in the place of aiheretofore or hereafter adopted by the electors of Dade or all county, district, municipal and local governments, boards, bodies ai
County pursuant to 3Article Vill, Section 11, of the officers, constitutional or statutory, legislative, executive, judicial, or admi

Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall be valid, and istrative, and shall prescribe the jurisdiction, powers, duties and functions
anyamendments to such charter shall be valid; provided such municipal corporation, its legislative, executive, judicial and adminiany amendmens to suc charteshallbvalid;rovd' d trative departments and its boards, bodies and officers; to divide the territthat the said provisions of such charter and the said ry included in such municipality into subordinate districts, and to prescribe

amendments thereto are authorized under said 3Article just and reasonable system of taxamtion for such municipality and distrid
Vill Section 11. of the Consftitutfion of 1885, as amend and to fix the liability of such municiality and distrt. Bonded ad nthed ' ' - ' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~inetedness, exitng at the time of the establishment of such municipalied shall be enforceable only against property theretofore taxble therefor. 11

(f) DADE COUNTY; POWERS CONFERRED Legislatre sha, from time to time, determine what portion of said mun&
UPON MUNICIPALITIES. To the extent not inconsis- piys a 'ural area, and a homestead in such rural area shall not be lim
tent with the powers of existing municipalities or general eadjas if in a ct or town. Such municipality may exercise all the powers
law, the Metropolitan Govemment of Dade County may politcai divis oftheStatewitedutiesandobligaionsofacout
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ball be entitled to all the powers, rights and privileges, including represen- shall be exclusive and the Legislature shall have no power to amend or
ation in the State Legislature, which would accrue to ft If it were a county. repeal the charter of any municipal corporation in Dade County.
kil property of Monroe County and of the municipality in said county shall (h) May change the name of Dade County.
Test in such municipal corporation when established as herein provided. (i) Shall provide a method for the recall of any commissioner and a
bhe offices of Clerk of the Circuit Court and Sheriff shall not be abolished method for initiative and referendum, including the initiation of and referen-
rut the Legislature may prescribe the time when, and the method by which, dumh on ordirlances and the amendment or revision of the home rule char-
4Jch offices shall be filled and the compensation to be paid to such officers ter, provided, however, that the power of the Govemnor and Senate relating
and may vest in them additional powers and duties. No county office shall to the suspension and removal of officers provided for in this Constiuton

2abolished or consolidated with another office wit~hout rnaking provision shall not be impaired, but shall extend to all officers provided for in said
or the performrance of all State duties now or hereafter prescribed by law home rule charter.
o be performed by such county officer. Nothing contained herein shall affect (2) Provision shall be made for the protection of the creditors of any
;ection 20 of Article Ill of the Constitution of the State of Florida, except as govemnmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or abolished or whose
o such provisions therein as relate to regulating the jurisdiction and duties boundaries are changed or function s or powers transferred.
tf any class of officers, to summoning and impanelling grand and petit (3) This home rule charter shall be prepared by a Metropolitan
urles, to assessing and collecting taxes for county purposes and to regu- Charter Board created by the Legislature and shall be presented to the
ating the fees and compensation of county officers. No law authorizing the electors of Dade County for ratification or rejection in the manner provided
wtablishing or abolishing of such Municipal corporation pursuant to this by the Legislature. Until a home rule charter is adopted the Legislature may
3ection shall become operative or effective until approved by a majority of from time to time create additional Charter Boards to prepare charters to be
he qualified electors participating in an election held in said County, but so presented to the electors of Dade County for ratification or rejection in the
ong as such Municipal corporation exists under this Section the Legislature manner provided by the Legislature. Such Charter, once adopted by the
,nay amend or extend the law authorizing the same without referendum to electors, may be amended only by the electors of Dade County and this
hie qualified voters unless the Legislative Act providing for such amend- charter shall provide a method for submitting future charter revisions and
bnent or extension shall provide for such referendum. amlendmenlts to the elector's of Dade County.

Hlstory,-Added, &J.R 429,1935; adopted 1936. (4) The County Commission shall continue to receive its pro rata
'Nete.-Section 11 of Art. ViII of the Constitution of 1aos, as amended, share of all revenues payable by the state from whatever source to the sev-

reads as follows: eral counties and the state of Florida shall pay to the Commission all rev-
SECTON 1. ade ouny, omerulechater-(l Theeletor of enues which would have been paid to any municipality in Dade County

SCINI.Dade County, Flrdae hrneoweruto cadoterev-Ise and amendor ofro which may be abolished by or in the method provided by this home rule
Dame tountime aFhomeda arue charteroe ofg dovemet, freviDande County from charter, provided, however, the Commission shall reimburse the comptrol-
undert which thoe Bordl hre of Cont govmmisiner fof Dade County, shallda ler of Florida for the expense incurred If any, in the keeping of separate
hner geveingth Boady Thi CharteromsinrsoaeCunysalb records to determine the amounts of money which would have been

(a) Shall fixbodtheTboundariesrfec. onycmmsindsrcp payable to any such municipality.
(ea) mehodl for chaongaingtem ofro tim cutyomtme, siandfixsthect numbe (5) Nothing in this section shall limit or restrict the power of the

tierm anmhd compehnsaiongo them cromtmissioners e,and thir mthod ofmber Legislature to enact general laws which shall relate to Dade County and any
terrs an comensaionof te comissoner, ad thir mthodof eec- other one or more counties in the state of Florida or to any municipality in

(b) May grant full power and' authority to the Board of County Dade County and any other one or more municipalities of the State of
Commissioners of Dade County to pass ordinances relating to the affairs, Florida, and the home rule charter provided for herein shall not conflict with
property and. gevemnment of Dade County and provide suitable penaities for anprvsooftiCnttuonorfayaplcbegealawnw

the ioltio threo~ t ley ad cllet sch axe asmaye athoize by applying to Dade County and any other one or more counties of the State
generalolawiand nhrof- tothertaes and cleto doc taeveryhin neesary beathorrzdyo of Florida except as expressly authorized in this section nor shall any ordi-

a cental meropoltan gvemmet in ade C~fly nance enacted in pursuance to said home rule charter conflict with this
(c)ntMay chrpoiangoeteondarest of, maere Counsoiaeadabls Constitution or any such applicable general law except as expressly autho-

and may poieamto o chang in the boundaries of, merg in, con-oiae n bls rized herein, nor shall the charter of any municipality in Dade County con-
soiatng manrvde abolishin fro time in totie allounicipal corporatgions, coun- flict with this Constitution or any such applicable general law except as

ordistrictan gbovemmengsrspecial taxIng distruictsl authpoiatiesoars, corn expressly authorized herein, provided however that said charter and said
ty ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ordinances enacted in pursuance thereof may conflict with, modify or nulli-other govemnmental units whose jurisdiction lies wholly within Dade County, fy any existing iocal, special or general law applicable only to Dade County.

whether such. govemnmental units are created by the Constitution or the (6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict the
Legislature or otherwise, except the Dade County Board of County poeofteLgsaueoencgnrllwshihhlleaetoDd
Commissioners as it may be provided for from time to time by this home rule powery ofd the Ltegisatue tor moenactognteraas whihe shateollorelater to Dade

charter and the Board of PublicCunt an an oter nenrsmre ountesnf tefsateofelordaurnttanchartr andthe Bard o Publc Insructin of ade Cunty.municipality in Dade County and any other one or more municipalities of the
(d) May provide a method by which any and all of the functions or State of Foiarltn ocut rmncplafisadalsc eea

powers of any municipal corporation or other gevemnmental unit in Dade las Fhllriaplt Daebn tocounty adoral municipalitieais threntothe suceeame
Couny ma betranferrd t theBoar ofCouny Comascner of ade extent as if this section had not been adopted and such -general laws shall

County supersede any part or portion of the home rule charter provided for herein
(e) May provide a method for establishing new municipal corpora- in conflict therewith and shall supersede any provision of any ordnance

tions, special taxing districts, and other govemnmental -units in Dade County enacted pursuant to said charter and in conflict therewith, and shall super-
fromtimean towtie nprovds otergv.etan rsrb hi us sede any provision of any charter of any municipality in Dade County in con-

diction and powers. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~flict therewith.
()May abolish and may provide a method for abolishing from time to (7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict the

time all offices pirovided for by Article ViII, Section 6, of the Constitution or power and jurisdiction of the Railroad and Public Utilities Commission or of
by the Legislature, except the Superintendent of Public Instruction and may any othe state agency, bureau or commission now or hereafter provided for
provide for the consolidation and transfer of the functions of such offices, in this Constitution or by general law and said state agencies, bureaus and
provided, however, that there shall be no power to abolish or impair the commissions shall have the same powers in Dade County as shall be con-
jurisdiction of the Circuit Court or to abolish anry other court provided for by ferred upon them in regard to other counties.
this Constitution or by general law, or the~judges or clerks thereof aithough (8) If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provisions of this
such charter, may create new courts and judges and clerks. thereof with section is held invalid as violative of the provisions of Section 1 Article XVII
jurisdiction to try all offenses against ordinances passed by the Board oft of this Constitution the remainder of this section shall not be affected by
County Commissioners-of Dade County and none of the other courts pro- such invalidity.L
vided for by this Constitution or by general law shall have original jurisdic- (9) It is declared to be the intent of the Legislature and of the electors
tion to try such offenses, although the charter may confer appellate juris- of the State of Florida to provide by this section home rule for the people of
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section shall be strictly constued to maintain such supremacy of this ARTICLE IX
Constitution and of the Legislature in the enactme of general laws pur-
suant to this Constitution.

Hltey.-Added, HA.R. 858, 1941; adopted 1942; Ai. SJ.R. 1046, 1955; EDUCATION
adopted 1956.

Nets.-Section 24 of An. Vil of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, Sec.
reads as follows:

SECTION 24. Hillsbowough County, home rule charter.-
(1) The elecos of Hillsborough county are hereby granted the power 1. Public education.

to adopt a charter for a government which shall exercs any and all pow- 2. State board of education.
ers for county and municipal purposes which this c b on or the legisla- 3. Terms of appointive board members.
turne, by general, special or local law, has conferred upon Hilsboro coun-
ty or any municipality therein. Such government shall exercise these pow- 4. School districts; school boards.
ers by the enactment of ordinances which relate to government of 5. Superintendent of schools.
Hillsborough county and provide suitable penaltes for the violation f 6 State school fund.
Such government shall have no power to create or abolish any municipali-
ty, except as otherwise provided herein.

(2) The method and manner by which th elects of Hlborugh CTION 1. Publc educatlon.-The education of
county shall exercise this power shall be set forth in a charter for the gov SEC
emment of Hisborough county which charter shall be presented to said children is a fundamental value of the people of the State
electrs byanycharterommissionestablishedbythelegislature.Theist of Florida. It is, therefore, a paramount duty of the state
islature may provide forthe continuing existence of any charter commisson 
or may establish a charter commission or commissions to to make adequate provsin fortFe eduaton of all ciii
initial commission without regard to any election or elections hold upon any dren residing within its borders. Adequate provision shall
charter or charters theretofore Pesentd. A charter shall become effective be made by law for a uniform, efficient, safe, secure, and
only upon rat iaton bya m rityotheelectors of H as y high quality system of free public schools that allows ski-ing insa general or special election as provided by law.

(3) The number, qualifications, terms of office and method of fling dents to obtain a high quality education and for the
vacances in te membership of any charter commission established pur- establishment, maintenance, and operation of institu
suantto this section and the powers, functions and duties of any such co- tions of higher learning and other public education pro-
mission shall be provided by law.

(4) Acharterprepared by any commission established pursuantto this grams that the needs of the peopl may require.
secion shall provide that: Hte.-Am. proposed by Conston Rion Commia n Revon No.

(a) The governments of the city of Tampa and the county of 6. 1998, fiSd wIth the Secretav of State May S. 1998; adopted 1998.
Hillsborough shall be consolidated, and te structre of the new a gov- SECTION 2. Stats board of education.-The
emnment shall include:

1. An executive branch, th chief officer of which shad be I state board of education shall be a body corporate and
for te administration of govemment. have such supervision of the system of free public edu-

2. An elected legislative b branch, the electio t er powers cation as is provided by law. The state board of educa-and duties of which shall be as provided by the catr.
3. A judicial branch, which shall only have jurisdiction in the enforce- tion shall consist of seven members appointed by the

ment of ordinances enacted by the legislative branch created by his sec. governor to staggered 4-year terms, subject to confirma-
tion. tion by the senate. The state board of education shall

(b) Should the electors of the municipalities of Plant City or Temple
Terrace wish to consolidate tiieir governments with the go en herein- appcxnt the commissioner of education.
above created, they may do so by majorty vote of -the electors of said Histfile.d with ohe by Cretao State May 5 1998; adopted 1998.
municipality voting hn an election upon said issue.

(c) The creditors of any govemnmental unit cnoiae or abolished SETO 3. erso aponveb rdmm
under this section shall be protected. Bonded or otr ie bt edn s SECTeON 3. Terms of appox- board me
ing at the effective date of any goverment established hereunder shall be bers.-Members of any appointive board dealing with
enforeable only against the real and personal popy fteretolre taxabie education may serve terms in excess of four years as
for such purposes. provided by law

(d) Such other provisions as might be required by law.
(5) The provisions of such charter and ordinances enacted pursuant SECTION 4. School districts; school boards-

thereto shall not conflict with any provision of this nstitutio nor with genr.
eral, special or local laws now or hereafter applying to Hilsborou cout. (a) Each county shall constitute a School district;

(6) The government established hereunder shall be rcgzed as a provided, two or more contiguous countess upon vote ol
county, that is one of the legal political subdions of the state with the the electors of each county pursuant to law, may be con-
powers, rights, privileges, dutes and obligations of a con, and may als bined into one school district. In each school district thereexercise all the powers of a municipality. Said government shadl have the salbo colbadco psdo ieo oemm
right to sue and be sued. shall be a school board composed of five or more men

(7) Any govemrnment established hereunder shall be entitiedto receive bers chosen by vote of the electors in a nonpartisan eleo
from the state of Florida or from the United States or from an te"agency, tion for appropriately staggered terms of four years, as
public or private, funds and revenues to which a county is, or may hereafter
be entited, and also all funds and revenues to which an incorpord munic provided by law.
ipality is or may hereafter be entitied, and to receive the same without (b) The school board shall operate, control anc
diminution or loss by reason of any such government as may be estab- supervise all free public schools within the school distrid
lished. Nothing herein contained shall preclude such government as may and determine the rate of school district taxes within the
established hereunder from receing all funds and revenues from whatev-
er source now received, or hereinafter received provided by law. limits prescribed herein. Two or more school districts

(8) The board of county commissioners of Hisboomugh county shall ma operate and finance joint eduaonal programs
be abolished when te fun , dutes, powers and responsibites of said H y.Am. proposed by Cont Re on CAo o, Revsion No
board shall be transferred in Fte mannerto be povAied bythechartertote 11 19, fied wi the Se a St Ma 5, 1; adopted 1.
government established pursuant to this section.. No other office provided
for by thi constiuton shall be abolishe by or pursuant to this scion. SECTION 5. Superlntenthnt of schools.-lr

(9) This section shall n ot restrict or limit the legislature in te enact- each school distrct there shall be a superintendent o
merit of general, special or loalaws as otherwie provided in has Coriet schools who shall be elected at the general election ir

Hletery.-Added, C.S. for H.J.R. 1987, 195; adopted ieee. each year the numfber of which is a multiple of four for e
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rm of four years; or, when provided by resolution of the (d) The qualifications of personnel and officers of
strict school board, or by special law, approved by vote the federally recognized national guard, including the
the electors, the district school superintendent in any adjutant general, and the grounds and proceedings for
'hool district shall be employed by the district school their discipline and removal shall conform to the appro-
)ard as provided by general law. The resolution or spe- priate United States army or air force regulations and
al law may be rescinded or repealed by either proce- usages.
ire after four years.
History.-Am. proposed by Consitttion Revision Commission, Revision No. SECTION 3. Vacancy in office.-Vacancy in office

,1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998. shall occur upon the creation of an office, upon the
SECTION 6. State school fund.-The income death, removal from office, or resignation of the incum-

3rived from the state school fund shall, and the princi- bent or the incumbent's succession to another office,
a1 of the fund may, be appropriated, but only to the sup- unexplained absence for sixty consecutive days, or fail-
)rt and maintenance of free public schools. ure to maintain the residence required when elected or

appointed, and upon failure of one elected or appointed
to office to qualify within thirty days from the commence-

ARTICLE X ment of the term.
History.-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No.

MISCELLANEOUS 13,1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.

SECTION 4. Homestead; exemptions.-
ec. (a) There shall be exempt from forced sale under

process of any court, and no judgment, decree or exe-
1. Amendments to United States Constitution. cution shall be a lien thereon, except for the payment of
2. Militia . taxes and assessments thereon, obligations contracted
3. Vacancy in office. for the purchase, improvement or repair thereof, or oblig-
4. Homestead; exemptions. ations contracted for house, field or other labor per-
5. Coverture and property. formed on the realty, the following property owned by a
B. Eminent domain. natural person:
7. Lotteries. (1) a homestead, if located outside a municipality, to
B. Census. the extent of one hundred sixty acres of contiguous land
9. Repeal of criminal statutes. and improvements thereon, which shall not be reduced
0. Felony; definition. without the owner's consent by reason of subsequent
1. Sovereignty lands. inclusion in a municipality; or if located within a munici-
2. Rules of construction. pality, to the extent of one-half acre of contiguous land,
3. Suits against the state. upon which the exemption shall be limited to the resi-
4. State retirement systems benefit changes. dence of the owner or the owner's family;
5. State operated lotteries. (2) personal property to the value of one thousand
6. Limiting Marine Net Fishing. dollars.
7. Everglades Trust Fund. (b) These exemptions shall inure to the surviving
8. Disposition of conservation lands. spouse or heirs of the owner.

(c) The homestead shall not be subject to devise if
SECTION 1. Amendments to United States the owner is survived by spouse or minor child, except

:onstitution.-The legislature shall not take action on the homestead may be devised to the owners spouse if
ny proposed amendment to the constitution of the there be no minor child. The owner of homestead real
Inited States unless a majority of the members thereof estate, joined by the spouse if married, may alienate thebeen elected after the proposed amendment has homestead by mortgage, sale or gift and, if married, may
ave sbmiteeted for r tiepoon e aednths by deed transfer the title to an estate by the entirety with

the spouse. If the owner or spouse is incompetent, the
SECTION 2. Militia.- method of alienation or encumbrance shall be as provid-
(a) The militia shall be composed of all ablebodied ed by law.

ihabitants of fthe state who are or have declared their eHistory.-Am. H.J.R. 4324,1972; adopted 1972; Am. H.J.R. 40.1983; adopt-habitants of the state who are or have declared their ^ ^ed 1984; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision No. 13,
itention to become citizens of the United States; and no 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.

erson because of religious creed or opinion shall be SECTION 5. Coverture and property.-There
exempted from military duty except upon conditions pro- shall be no distinction between married women and mar-

(ided by law. .niing, euiping hosing maintain ried men in the holding, control, disposition, or encum-
(b) The organizing, equipping, housing, maintain- herinn of their proper>. both real and personals e

ig, and disciplining of the militia, and the safekeeping of b oer r prty established and regulated
,ublic arms may be provided for by law.bylaw

(c) The governor shall appoint all commissioned
ifficers of the militia, including an adjutant general who SECTION 6. Eminent domain.-
hall be chief of staff. The appointment of all general offi- (a) No private property shall be taken except for a
ers shall be subject to confirmation by the senate. public purpose and with full compensation therefor paid
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to each owner or secured by deposit in the registry of the (h) Titles and subtitles shall not be used in con
court and available to the owner. struction.

S(b) Provision may be made by law for the taking of SECTION 13. Suits against the state.-Provisioi
easements, by like proceedings, for the drainage of the may be made by general law for bringaing suit aaainst th
land of one person over or through the land of another. state as to all liabilities now existing or hereafter original

SECTION 7. Lotteries.-Lotteries, other than the ing.
types of pari-mutuel pools authorized by law as of the SECTION 14 State retirement systems benef
effective date of this constitution, are hereby prohibited in changes.-A governmental unit responsible for an
this state.retirement or pension system supported in whole or ii

SECTION 8. Census.- part by public funds shall not after January 1, 1977, prc
(a) Each decennial census of the state taken by the vide any increase in the benefits to the members or ber

United States shall be an official census of the state. eficiaries of such system unless such unit has made c
(b) Each decennial census, for the purpose of clas- concurrently makes provision for the funding of th

sifications based upon population, shall become effec- increse in benefits on a sound actuaal basis.
tive on the thirtieth day after the final adjournment of the . .
regular session of the legislature convened next after SECTION 15. State operated lotteries.-
certification of the census. (a) Lotteries may be operated by the state.

(b) If any subsection or subsections of the amenc
SECTION 9. Repeal of criminal statutes.- ment to the Florida Constitution are held unconstitutior

Repeal or amendment of a criminal statute shall not al for containing more than one subject, this amendmei
affect prosecution or punishment for any crime previous- shall be limited to subsection (a) above.
ly committed. (c) This amendment shall be implemented as fa

SECTION 10. Felony; definition.-The term iows chdl-O t.
"felony" as used herein and in the laws of this state shall (1) Schedule-On the effective date of this amen
mean any criminal offense that is punishable under the ment, the lotteries shall be known as the Florid
laws of this state, or that would be punishable if commit- Education Lotteries. Net proceeds denrived from the lo
ted in this state, by death or by imprisonment in the state teries shall be deposited to a state trust fund, to be det

,(aw~~nitent~~iarvlignated The State Education Lottenries Trust Fund, to b
pe nitntay. appropriated by the Legislature. The schedule may b

SECTION 11. Sovereignty lands.-The title to amended by general law.
lands under navigable waters, within the boundaries of 10 Hi nl8 by Iniafive PebfonfledwihtheSecrtaryof SiateJu

the state, which have not been alienated, including
beaches below mean high water lines, is held by the SECTION 16. Limiting Marine Net Fishing.-
state, by virtue of its sovereignty, in trust for all the peo- (a) The maine resources of the State of Fioric
pie. Sale of such lands may be authorized by law, but belong to all of e people of the state and should be coi
only when in the public interest. Private use of portions served and managed for the benefit of the state, its pe
of such lands may be authorized by law, but only when pe, and future generations. To this end the people hen
not contrary to the public interest. by enact limitations on marine net fishing in Floric

HitOy.-Am. H.J.R. 792,1970; adopted 1970. waters to protect saltwater finfish, shellfish, and othi

SECTION 12. Rules of construction.-Unless marine animals from unnecessary killing, overfishing ar
qualified in the text the following rules of construction waste. 
shall apply to this constitution. (b) For the purpose of catching or taking any sashal "Herein"refers to thes ennuto reoconsntutionwater finfish, shellfish or other marine animals in Flori

(a) THerein" refers to the entire constitution. waters:
(b) The singular includes the plural. (1) No gill nets or other entangling nets shall t
(c) The masculine includes the feminine, used in any Florida waters; and
(d) "Vote of the electors" means the vote of the (2) In addition to the prohibition set forth in (1), i

majority of those voting on the matter in an election, gen- other type of net containing more than 500 square feet
eral or special, in which those participating are limited to mesh area shall be used in nearshore and insho
the electors of the governmental unit referred to in the Florida waters. Additionally, no more than two such nel
text. which shall not be connected, shall be used from ai

(e) Vote or other action of a legislative house or vessel, and no person not on a vessel shall use mo
other governmental body means the vote or action of a than one such net in nearshore and inshore Floriu
majority or other specified percentage of those members waters.
voting on the matter. "Of the membership" means "of all (c) For purposes of this section:
members thereof." (1) "gill net means one or more walls of nettii

(f) The terms "judicial office," "justices" and "judges" which captures saltwater finfish by ensnaring or enta
shall not include judges of courts established solely for gling them in the meshes of the net by the gills, ai
the trial of violations of ordinances. "entangling net' means a drift net, trammell net, stab no

(g) "Special law" means a special or local law. or any other net which captures saltwater finfish, she
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fish, or other marine animals by causing all or part of assist in conservation and protection of natural
heads, fins, legs, or other body parts to become entan- resources and abatement of water pollution in the
gled or ensnared in the meshes of the net, but a hand Everglades Protection Area and the Everglades
thrown cast net is not a gill net or an entangling net; Agricultural Area. The trust fund shall be administered by

(2) "mesh area" of a net means the total area of net- the South Florida Water Management District, or its suc-
ting with the meshes open to comprise the maximum cessor agency, consistent with statutory law.
square footage. The square footage shall be calculated (b) The Everglades Trust Fund may receive funds
using standard mathematical formulas for geometric from any source, including gifts from individuals, corpo-
shapes. Seines and other rectangular nets shall be cal- rations or other entities; funds from general revenue as
culated using the maximum length and maximum width determined by the Legislature; and any other funds so
of the netting. Trawls and other bag type nets shall be designated by the Legislature, by the United States
calculated as a cone using the maximum circumference Congress or by any other governmental entity.
of the net mouth to derive the radius, and the maximum (c) Funds deposited to the Everglades Trust Fund
length from the net mouth to the tail end of the net to shall be expended for purposes of conservation and pro-
derive the slant height. Calculations for any other nets or tection of natural resources and abatement of water pol-
combination type nets shall be based on the shapes of lution in the Everglades Protection Area and Everglades
the individual components; Agricultural Area.

(3) "coastline" means the territorial sea base line for (d) For purposes of this subsection, the terms
the State of Florida established pursuant to the laws of "Everglades Protection Area, "Everglades Agricultural
the United States of America; Area" and "South Florida Water Management District"

(4) "Florida waters" means the waters of the Atlantic shall have the meanings as defined in statutes in effect
Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of Florida, and any on January 1, 1996.
other bodies of water under the jurisdiction of the State History.-Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State

of Florida, whether coastal, intracoastal or inland, and March 26,1996; adopted 1996.

any part thereof; and SECTION 18. Disposition of conservation
(5) "nearshore and inshore Florida waters" means lands.-The fee interest in real property held by an enti-

all Florida waters inside a line three miles seaward of the ty of the state and designated for natural resources con-
coastline along the Gulf of Mexico and inside a line one servation purposes as provided by general law shall be
mile seaward of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. managed for the benefit of the citizens of this state and

(d) This section shall not apply to the use of nets for may be disposed of only if the members of the govem-
scientific research or governmental purposes. ing board of the entity holding title determine the proper-

(e) Persons violating this section shall be prosecut- ty is no longer needed for conservation purposes and
ed and punished pursuant to the penalties provided in only upon a vote of two-thirds of the governing board.
section 370.021(2)(a),(b),(c)6. and 7., and (e), Florida History.-Proposed by Constitn Reision commission Revisio No. 5,

Statutes 1991), uless anduntil thelegislatreenact 199. flied with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.Statutes (1991). unless and u-ntil the legislature enactsy. ™
more stringent penalties for violations hereof. On and
after the effective date of this section, law enforcement ARTICLE XI
officers in the state are authorized to enforce the provi-
sions of this section in the same manner and authority as AMENDMENTS
if a violation of this section constituted a violation of
Chapter 370, Florida Statutes (1991). Sec.

(f) It is the intent of this section that implementing
legislation is not required for enforcing any violations 1. Proposal by legislature.
hereof, but nothing in this section prohibits the establish- 2. Revision commission.
ment by law or pursuant to law of more restrictions on 3 Initiative.
the use of nets for the purpose of catching or taking any 4. Constitutional convention.
saltwater finfish, shellfish, or other marine animals. 5. Amendment or revision election.

(g) If any portion of this section is held invalid for 6. Taxation and budget reform commission.
any reason, the remaining portion of this section, to the 7. Tax or fee limitation.
fullest extent possible, shall be severed from the void
portion and given the fullest possible force and applica- SECTION 1. Proposal by legislature.-
tion. Amendment of a section or revision of one or more arti-

(h). This section shall take effect on the July 1 next cles, or the whole, of this constitution may be proposed
occurring after approval hereof by vote of the electors. by joint resolution agreed to by threefifths of the mem-
October 2y. 992;adopted 1y 4. bership of each house of the legislature. The full text of

SECTION 17. Everglades Trust Fund.-^ th jontresouton adthe votena of each mouembrvtn
(a) There is hereby established the Everglades salb nee ntejunlo ahhue

Trust Fund, which shall not be subject to termination pur- SECTION 2. Revision commission.-
suant to Article Ill, Section 19(f). The purpose of the (a) Within thirty days before the convening of the
Everglades Trust Fund is to make funds available to 2017 regular session of the legislature, and each twenti-
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eth year thereafter, there shall be established a constitu- tion, the convention shall sit at the capital, elect officers,
tion revision commission composed of the following thir- adopt rules of procedure, judge the election of its mem-
ty-seven members: bership, and fix a time and place for its future meetings.

(1) the attorney general of the state; Not later than ninety days before the next succeeding
(2) fifteen members selected by the govemrnor; general election, the convention shall cause to be filed
(3) nine members selected by the speaker of the with the custodian of state records any revision of this

house of representatives and nine members selected by constitution proposed by it.
the president of the senate; and HiStOy-Am. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, RevisIOn No.Hie presioem OT me senate, ana3 ^gag1998. led wih the Secretary of SUMt May 5, 199; adopted 199.

(4) three members selected by the chief justice of
the supreme court of Florida with the advice of the jus- SECTION 5. Amendment or revision election.-
tces. (a) A proposed amendment to or revision of this

(b) The governor shall designate one memberof the constitution, or any part of it, shall be submitted to the
commission as its chair. Vacancies in the membership of electors at the next general election held more than nine-
thecommission shall be filled in the same mannerasthe ty days after the joint resolution, initiative petition o01
original appointments. report of revision commission, constitutional convention

(c) Each constitution revision commission shall con- or taxation and budget reform commission proposing it is
vene at the call of its chair, adopt its rules of procedure, filed with the custodian of sate records, unless, pursuant
examine the constitution of the state, hold public hear- to law enacted by the affirmative vote of three-fourths ol
ings, and, not later than one hundred eighty days prior to the membership of each house of the legislature and lim
the next general election, file with the custodian of state ited to a single amendment or revision, it is submitted al
records its proposal, if any, of a revision of this consu an earlier special election held more than ninety days
tion or any part of it. after such filing.

HIOy.-Am. H.J.R. 1616, 1988; adopted 1988; Am. SJ.R. 210, 1996; (b) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixtt
adopted n1998; Am. proposed bSy Cofltut ReIWori c Rev week immediately preceding the week in which the eleNos. 8 and 13,1i998. flied with the Secretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 19ee. to shltepooe mnmn rrvsowt

tion is held, the proposed amendment or revision, witt
SECTION 3. Initiat ive-The power to propose the notice of the date of election at which it will be submittec

revision or amendment of any portion or portions of this to the electors, shall be published in one newspaper o1
constitution by initiative is reserved to the people, pro- general circulation in each county in which a newspaper
vided that, any such revision or amendment, except for is published.
those limiting the power of government to raise revenue, (c) If the proposed amendment or revision is
shall embrace but one subject and matter directly con- approved by vote of the electors, it shall be effective as
nected therewith. It may be invoked by filing with the cus- an amendment to or revision of the constitution of thE
todian of state records a petition containing a copy of the state on the first Tuesday after the first Monday ir
proposed revision or amendment, signed by a number of January following the election, or on such other date as
electors in each of one half of the congressional districts may be specified in the amendment or revision.
of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to eight NtoriAm. .J.R. 16o16. 18awdpd988, ote 19; Am. proposed bOT mesiaie ana T me iare s a woie.equal10 eim consitutin RevsionCommission, Revision No.8.199ee, lad whit the Secretari
percent of the votes cast in each of such districts respec-of State May 5.1e; adopted 198.
tively and in the state as a whole in the last preceding SECTION 6. Tendon and budget cor^ ̂ ^^ ^ ^^s^"""~~~~~~SECTION 6. Taxa*-**on andbuwtgem oelection in which presidential electors were chosen.

Husty.-Am. H.J.R. 2835,1972; adopted 1972;Am. by Initiathve Pe onfiled mis -
with the Secretary of State August 3, 1993; adopted 1994; Am. proposed by (a) Beginning in 2007 and each twentieth yea
coS ton Reion Comm1ionRe NO.8, N eo. filed wilh , se swt"ythereafter, there shall be established a taxation and budat State May 5,1lee; adopted lee.

get reform commission composed of the following mem
SECTION 4. ConstItutional convefion.- bers:
(a) The power to call a convention to consider a (1) eleven members selected by the governor, none

revision of the entire constitution is reserved to the peo- of whom shall be a member of the legislature at the time
pie. It may be invoked by filing with the custodian of state of appointment
records a petition, containing a declaration that a consti- (2) seven members selected by the speaker of thE
tutional convention is desired, signed by a number of house of representatives and seven members selectee
electors in each of one half of the congressional districts by the president of the senate, none of whom shall be i
of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to fifteen member of the legislature at the time of appointment
per cent of the votes cast in each such district respec- (3) four non-voting ex officio members, all of whon
tively and in the state as a whole in the last preceding shall -be members of the legislature at the time c
election of presidential electors. appointment. Two of these members, one of whom shal

(b) At the next general election held more than nine- be a member of the minority party in the house of repre
ty days after the filing of such petition there shall be sub- sentatives, shall be selected by the speaker of the hots
mitted to the electors of the state the question: SShall a of representatives, and two of these members, one a
constitutional convention be held? If a majority voting on whom shall be a member of the minority party in the sen
the question votes in the affirmative, at the next su- ate, shall be selected by the president of the senate.
ceeding general election there shall be elected from (b) Vacancies in the membership of the commissioi
each representative distuict a member of a constitutional shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint
convention. On the twenty-first day following that elec- merts.
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(c) At its initial meeting, the members of the corn- fails to gain the two-thirds vote required hereby shall be
mission shall elect a member who is not a member of the null, void and without effect.
legislature to serve as chair and the commission shall Hlstory.-Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Seretary of State

adopt its rules of procedure. Thereafter, the commission Ma 111; adopted 1w6.
shall convene at the call of the chair. An affirmative vote
of two thirds of the full commission shall be necessary for ARTICLE XII
any revision of this constitution or any part of it to be pro-
posed by the commission. SCHEDULE

(d) The commission shall examine the state bud-
getary process, the revenue needs and expenditure Sec.
processes of the state, the appropriateness of the tax
structure of the state, and governmental productivity and 1. Constitution of 1885 superseded.
efficiency; review policy as it relates to the ability of state 2. Property taxes; millages.
and local government to tax and adequately fund gov- 3. Officers to continue in office.
emrnmental operations and capital facilities required to 4. State commissioner of education.
meet the state's needs during the next twenty year peri- 5. Superintendent of schools.
od; determine methods favored by the citizens of the 6. Laws preserved.
state to fund the needs of the state, including alternative 7. Rights reserved.
methods for raising sufficient revenues for the needs of 8. Public debts recognized.
the state; determine measures that could be instituted to 9. Bonds.
effectively gather funds from existing tax sources; exam- 10. Preservation of existing government.
ine constitutional limitations on taxation and expendi- 11. Deletion of obsolete schedule items.
tures at the state and local level; and review the state's 12 Senators
comprehensive planning, budgeting and needs assess- 13. Legislative apportionment
ment processes to determine whether the resulting infor- 14 Representatives terms
mation adequately supports a strategic decisionmaking 15. Special district taxes.
process.. 16 Reraiton

(e) The commission shall hold public hearings as it 17 ConRflicng prvisions.
deems necessary to carry out its responsibilities under 18 Bondsfor housing and related facilities
this section. The commission shall issue a report of the 1 B re d s
results of the review carded out, and propose to the leg- 19- Renewable energy source property.
islature any recommended statutory changes related to 20- Access to public records.
the taxation or budgetary laws of the state. Not later than 21. State revenue limitation.
one hundred eighty days prior to the general election in 22. Histonc property exemption and assessment.23. Fish and wildlife conservation commission.the second year following the year in which the commis- 23- Fsh and wldlfe onservaon commission.
sion is established, the commission shall file with the 24 Executive branch reform.
custodian of state records its proposal, if any, of a revi- 25 Schedule to Article V amendment.
sion of this constitution or any part of it dealing with tax-
ation or the state budgetary process.SECTION 1 Constitution of 1885 super

Hetory.-Added. H.J.R. 1616, 1988s; adopted 1988; Ams. proposed by . C t i s.
Constitution Revision Commission, Revision INos. 8 and 13, 1998, filed with the Articles I through IV, VII, and IX through XX of the
Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998. Constitution of Florida adopted in 1885, as amended

SECTION 7. Tax or fee limitation.- from time to time, are superseded by this revision except
Notwithstanding Article X, Section 12(d) of this constitu- those sections expressly retained and made a part ol
tion, no new State tax or fee shall be imposed on or after this revision by reference.
November 8, 1994 by any amendment to this constitu- SECTION 2. Property taxes; milages. Tax mill-
tion unless the proposed amendment is approved by not s in s a andes
fewer than two-thirds of the voters voting in the election nco s ads
in which such proposed amendment is considered. For distncts, on the date this revision becomes effective,
purposes of this section, the phrase "new State tax or may be continued until reduced by law.
fee" shall mean any tax or fee which would produce rev- SECTION 3. Officers to continue in office.-
enue subject to lump sum or other appropriation by the Every person holding office when this revision becomes
Legislature, either for the State general revenue fund or effective shall continue in office for the remainder of the
any trust fund, which tax or fee is not in effect on term if that office is not abolished. If the office is abol-
November 7, 1994 including without limitation such ished the incumbent shall be paid adequate compensa
taxes and fees as are the subject of proposed constitu- tion to be fixed by law for the loss of emoluments for the
tional amendments appearing on the ballot on remainder of the term
November 8, 1994. This section shall apply to proposed
constitutional amendments relating to State taxes or SECTION 4. State commissioner ol
fees which appear on the November 8, 1994 ballot, or education.-The state superintendent of public instruc
later ballots, and any such proposed amendment which tion in office on the effective date of this revision shal
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ecome and, for the remainder of the term being served, may be issued by the agency of the state so authorized
ihall be the commissioner of education. by law.

-cmnki c,^~f(2) That portion of 2Article XII, Section 9, Subsection
SECTION 5. Supentendent of schOols- (a)of this Constitution, as amended which by reference
(a) On the effective date of this revision the county adopted 3Article XI, Section 19 of the Constitution of

superintendent of public instruction of each county shall 1885, as amended, as the same existed immediately
ecome and, forthe remainder of theterm being served, before the effective date of this amendment is adopted

shall be the superintendent of schools of that district. by this reference as part of this revision as completely as
(b) The method of selection of the county supenrn- though incorporated herein verbatim, for the purpose of

endent of public instruction of each county, as provided providing that after the effective date of this amendment
Dy or under the Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall all of the proceeds of the revenues derived from the
apply to the selection of the district superintendent of gross receipts taxes, as therein defined, collected in
schools until changed as herein provided, each year shall be applied as provided therein to the

SECTION 6. Laws preserved- extent necessary to comply with all obligations to or for
(a) All laws in effect upon the adoption of this revi-the benefit of holders of bonds or certificates issued

sion, to the extent not inconsistent with it, shall remain in before the effecve date of this amendment or any
force until they expire by their terms or are repealed refundings thereof which are secured by such gross

(b) All statutes which, under the Constitution of receipts taxes. No bonds or other obligations may be
1885,Al statuesdd whito te state supenntendent of issued pursuant to the provisions of 3Article XII, Section

1885,public instruction and those whichd, apply to the con ^ 19, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, but this pro-
pubprintnnt f lic instruction and those which apply to the county vison shall not be construed to prevent the refunding of
superintendent of public instruction shall under this revi- n uhottnigbns r-biain usatt
sion apply, respectively, to the state commissioner of aneypru o ths in ssubonds or oblig(ations pursuant to
education and the district superintendent of schools. S ion rs of thi sbe paragraph ofSubject: to the requirements of the first paragraph, of

SECTION 7. Rights reserved.- this subsection (a)(2), beginning July 1, 1975, all of the
(a) All actions, rights of action, claims, contracts and proceeds of the revenues derived from the gross

obligations of individuals, corporations and public bodies receipts taxes collected from every person, including
or agencies existing on the date this revision becomes municipalities, as provided and levied pursuant to the
effective shall continue to be valid as if this revision had provisions of chapter 203, Florida Statutes, as such
not been adopted. All taxes, penalties, fines and forfei-chapter is amended from time to time, shall, as collect-
tures owina to the state under the Constitution of 1885, ed, be placed in a trust fund to be known as the "public
as amended, shall inure to the state under this revision, education capital outlay and debt service trust fund" in
and all sentences as punishment for crime shall be exe- the state treasury (hereinafter referred to as "capital out-
outed according to their terms. lay fund), and used only as provided herein.

(b) This revision shall not be retroactive so as to cre- The capital outlay fund shall be administered by the
ate any right or liability which did not exist under the state board of education as created and constituted by
Constitution of 1885, as amended, based upon matters Section 2 of Article IX of the Constitution of Florida as
ocung psit or to ue adoption of 15is revisia, onm. ar revised in 1968 (hereinafter referred to as "state boar),occurring prior to the adoption of this revision.

or by such other instrumentality of the state which shall
SECTION 8. Public debts recognized.-All hereafter succeed by law to the powers, duties and funo-

bonds, revenue certificates, revenue bonds and tax tions of the state board, including the powers, duties and
anticipation certificates issued pursuant to the functions of the state board provided in this subsection
Constitution of 1885, as amended by the state, any (a)(2). The state board shall be a body corporate and
agency, political subdivision or public corporation of the shall have all the powers provided herein in addition to all
state shall remain in full force and effect and shall be other constitutional and statutory powers related to the
secured by the same sources of revenue as before the purposes of this subsection (a)(2) heretofore or hereafter
adoption of this revision, and, to the extent necessary to conferred by law upon the state board, or its predeces
effectuate this section, the applicable provisions of the sor created by the Constitution of 1885, as amended.
Constitution of 1885, as amended, are retained as a part State bonds pledging the full faith and credit of the
of this revision until payment in full of these public secu- state may be issued, without a vote of the electors, by
rities. the state board pursuant to law to finance or refinance

-„~ - , .~~~capital projects theretofore authorized by the legislature,
SECTION 9. Bonds. and any purposes appurtenant or incidental thereto, for
( ADDITIONAL SECURITIES. the state system of public education provided for in
(1) Article IX, Section 17, of the Constitution of Section 1 of Article IX of this Constitution (hereinafter

1885, as amended, as it existed immediately before this referred to as "state system"), including but not limited to
Constitution, as revised in 1968, became effective, is institutions of higher leaming, community colleges, voca-
adopted by this reference as a part of this revision as tional technical schools, or public schools, as now
completely as though incorporated herein verbatim defined or as may hereafter be defined by law. All such
except revenue bonds, revenue certificates or other evi- bonds shall mature not later than thirty years after the
dences of indebtedness hereafter issued thereunder date of issuance thereof. All other details of such bonds
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hall be as provided by law or by the proceedings autho- cates or any refundings thereof secured by any portion
izing such bonds; provided, however, that no bonds, of the "second gas tax."
!xcept refunding bonds, shall be issued, and no pro- (3) No funds anticipated to be allocated under the
seds shall be expended for the cost of any capital pro- formula stated in 4Article IX, Section 16, of the
set, unless such project has been authorized by the leg- Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall be pledged as
slature. security for any obligation hereafter issued or entered

Bonds issued pursuant to this subsection (a)(2) shall into, except that any outstanding obligations previously
)e primarily payable from such revenues derived from issued pledging revenues allocated under said 4Article
Iross receipts taxes, and shall be additionally secured IX, Section 16, may be refunded at a lower average net
)y the full faith and credit of the state. No such bonds interest cost rate by the issuance of refunding bonds,
;hall ever be issued in an amount exceeding ninety per- maturing not later than the obligations refunded, secured
:ent of the amount which the state board determines can by the same revenues and any other security authorized
)e serviced by the revenues derived from the gross in paragraph (5) of this subsection.
'eceipts taxes accruing thereafter under the provisions of (4) Subject to the requirements of paragraph (2) of
his subsection (a)(2), and such determination shall be this subsection and after payment of administrative
:onclusive. expenses, the "second gas tax" shall be allocated to the

The moneys in the capital outlay fund in each fiscal account of each of the several counties in the amounts
fear shall be used only for the following purposes and in to be determined as follows: There shall be an initial allo-
he following order of priority: cation of one-fourth in the ratio of county area to state

a. For the payment of the principal of and interest area, one-fourth in the ratio of the total county population
)n any bonds due in such fiscal year; to the total population of the state in accordance with the

b. For the deposit into any reserve funds provided latest available federal census, and one-half in the ratio
or in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of bonds of the total "second gas tax" collected on retail sales or
If any amounts required to be deposited in such reserve use in each county to the total collected in all counties of
Funds in such fiscal year; the state during the previous fiscal year. If the annual

c. For direct payment of the cost or any part of the debt service requirements of any obligations issued for
cost of any capital project for the state system thereto- any county, including any deficiencies for prior years,
fore authorized by the legislature, or for the purchase or secured under paragraph (2) of this subsection, exceeds
redemption of outstanding bonds in accordance with the the amount which would be allocated to that county
provisions of the proceedings which authorized the under the formula set out in this paragraph, the amounts
issuance of such bonds, or for the purpose of maintain- allocated to other counties shall be reduced proportion-
ing, restoring, or repairing existing public educational ately.
Facilities. (5) Funds allocated under paragraphs (2) and (4) of

(b) REFUNDING BONDS. Revenue bonds to this subsection shall be administered by the state board
finance the cost of state capital projects issued prior to of administration created under Article IV, Section 4. The
the date this revision becomes effective, including pro- board shall remit the proceeds of the "second gas tax" in
jects of the Florida state turnpike authority or its succes- each county account for use in said county as follows:
sor but excluding all portions of the state highway sys- eighty per cent to the state agency supervising the state
tem, may be refunded as provided by law without vote of road system and twenty per cent to the governing body
the electors at a lower net average interest cost rate by of the county. The percentage allocated to the county
the issuance of bonds maturing not later than the oblig- may be increased by general law. The proceeds of the
ations refunded, secured by the same revenues only. "second gas tax" subject to allocation to the several

(c) MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL TAXES. counties under this paragraph (5) shall be used first, for
(1) A state tax, designated "second gas tax," of two the payment of obligations pledging revenues allocated

cents per gallon upon gasoline and other like products of pursuant to 4Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of
petroleum and an equivalent tax upon other sources of 1885, as amended, and any refundings thereof; second,
energy used to propel motor vehicles as levied by for the payment of debt service on bonds issued as pro-
4Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of 1885, as vided by this paragraph (5) to finance the acquisition and
amended, is hereby continued. The proceeds of said tax construction of roads as defined by law; and third, for the
shall be placed monthly in the state roads distribution acquisition and construction of roads and for road main-
fund in the state treasury. tenance as authorized by law. When authorized by law,

(2) 4Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of state bonds pledging the full faith and credit of the state
1885, as amended, is adopted by this reference as a may be issued without any election: (i) to refund obliga-
part- of this revision as completely as though incorporat- tions secured by any portion of the "second gas tax" allo-
ed herein verbatim for the purpose of providing that after cated to a county under 4Article IX, Section 16, of the
the effective date of this revision the proceeds of the Constitution of 1885, as amended; (ii) to finance the
"second gas tax" as referred to therein shall be allocated acquisition and construction of roads in a county when
among the several counties in accordance with the for- approved by the governing body of the county and the
mula stated therein to the extent necessary to comply state agency supervising the state road system; and (iii)
with all obligations to or for the benefit of holders of to refund obligations secured by any portion of the "sec-
bonds, revenue certificates and tax anticipation certifi- ond gas tax" allocated under paragraph 9(c)(4). No such
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bonds shall be issued unless a state fiscal agency creat- school district or community college district in each year
ed by law has made a determination that in no state fis- computed as provided herein. The amount of the first
cal year will the debt service requirements of the bonds motor vehicle license revenues to be so set aside in each
and all other bonds secured by the pledged portion of the year and distributed as provided herein shall be an
"second gas tax" allocated to the county exceed seven- amount equal in the aggregate to the product of six hun-
ty-five per cent of the pledged portion of the "second gas dred dollars ($600) multiplied by the total number of
tax" allocated to that county for the preceding state fiscal instruction units in all the school districts of Florida for the
year, of the pledged net tolls from existing facilities col- school fiscal year 1967-68, plus an amount equal in the
lected in the preceding state fiscal year, and of the annu- aggregate to the product of eight hundred dollars ($800)
al average net tolls anticipated during the first five state multiplied by the total number of instruction units in all the
fiscal years of operation of new projects to be financed, school districts of Florida for the school fiscal year 1972-
and of any other legally available pledged revenues col- 73 and for each school fiscal year thereafter which is in
lected in the preceding state fiscal year. Bonds issued excess of the total number of such instruction units in all
pursuant to this subsection shall be payable primarily the school districts of Florida for the school fiscal year
from the pledged tolls, the pledged portions of the "sec- 1967-68, such excess units being designated "growth
ond gas tax" allocated to that county, and any other units." The amount of the first motor vehicle license rev-
pledged revenue, and shall mature not later than forty enues to be so set aside in each year and distributed as
years from the date of issuance. provided herein shall additionally be an amount equal in

(d) SCHOOL BONDS. the aggregate to the product of four hundred dollars
(1) 6Article XII, Section 9, Subsection (d) of this con- ($400) multiplied by the total number of instruction units

stitution, as amended, (which, by reference, adopted in all community college districts of Florida. The number
6Article XII, Section 18, of the Constitution of 1885, as of instruction units in each school district or community
amended) as the same existed immediately before the college district in each year for the purposes of this
effective date of this amendment is adopted by this ref- amendment shall be the greater of (1) the number ol
erence as part of this amendment as completely as instruction units in each school district for the school fis-
though incorporated herein verbatim, for the purpose of cal year 1967-68 or community college district for the
providing that after the effective date of this amendment school fiscal year 1968-69 computed in the mannei
the first proceeds of the revenues derived from the heretofore provided by general law, or (2) the number ol
licensing of motor vehicles as referred to therein shall be instruction units in such school district, including growtt
distributed annually among the several counties in the units, or community college district for the school fisca
ratio of the number of instruction units in each county, the year computed in the manner heretofore or hereafter
same being coterminus with the school district of each provided by general law and approved by the state boarc
county as provided in Article IX, Section 4, Subsection of education (hereinafter called the state board), or (31
(a) of this constitution, in each year computed as provid- the number of instruction units in each school district
ed therein to the extent necessary to comply with all including growth units, or community college district or
obligations to or for the benefit of holders of bonds or behalf of which the state board has issued bonds oi
motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates issued before motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificatei
the effective date of this amendment or any refundings under this amendment which will produce sufficient rev.
thereof which are secured by any portion of such rev- enues under this amendment to equal one and twelve
enues derived from the licensing of motor vehicles. hundredths (1.12) times the aggregate amount of princi

(2) No funds anticipated to be distributed annually pal of and interest on all bonds or motor vehicle license
among the several counties under the formula stated in revenue anticipation certificates issued under this
5Article XII, Section 9, Subsection (d) of this constitution, amendment which will mature and become due in suct
as amended, as the same existed immediately before year, computed in the manner heretofore or hereafte
the effective date of this amendment shall be pledged as provided by general law and approved by the state
security for any obligations hereafter issued or entered board.
into, except that any outstanding obligations previously (4) Such funds so distributed shall be administered
issued pledging such funds may be refunded by the by the state board as now created and constituted b!
issuance of refunding bonds. Section 2 of Article IX of the State Constitution as revise(

(3) Subject to the requirements of paragraph (1) of in 1968, or by such other instrumentality of the statE
this subsection (d) beginning July 1, 1973, the first pro- which shall hereafter succeed by law to the powers
ceeds of the revenues derived from the licensing of duties and functions of the state board, including th<
motor vehicles (hereinafter called "motor vehicle license powers, duties and functions of the state board provide
revenues") to the extent necessary to comply with the in this amendment. For the purposes of this amendment
provisions of this amendment, shall, as collected, be said state board shall be a body corporate and shall havw
placed monthly in the school district and community col- all the powers provided in this amendment in addition t
lege district capital outlay and debt service fund in the all other constitutional and statutory powers related ti
state treasury and used only as provided in this amend- the purposes of this amendment heretofore or hereafte
ment. Such revenue shall be distributed annually among conferred upon said state board.
the several school districts and community college dis- (5) The state board shall, in addition to its other con
tricts in the ratio of the number of instruction units in each stitutional and statutory powers, have the management
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control and supervision of the proceeds of the first motor board of the school district or board of trustees of the
vehicle license revenues provided for in this subsection community college district requesting the issuance
(d). The state board shall also have power, for the pur- thereof, and no election or approval of qualified electors
pose of obtaining funds for the use of any school board shall be required for the issuance thereof.
of any school district or board of trustees of any commu- (8) The state board shall in each year use the funds
nity college district in acquiring, building, constructing, distributable pursuant to this amendment to the credit of
altering, remodeling, improving, enlarging, furnishing, each school district or community college district only in
equipping, maintaining, renovating, or repairing of capi- the following manner and in order of priority:
tal outlay projects for school purposes to issue bonds or a. To comply with the requirements of paragraph (1)
motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates, of this subsection (d).
and also to issue such bonds or motor vehicle license b. To pay all amounts of principal and interest due in
revenue anticipation certificates to pay, fund or refund such year on any bonds or motor vehicle license rev-
any bonds or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation enue anticipation certificates issued under the authority
certificates theretofore issued by said state board. All hereof, including refunding bonds or motor vehicle
such bonds or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation license revenue anticipation certificates, issued on
certificates shall bear interest at not exceeding the rate behalf of the school board of such school district or
provided by general law and shall mature not later than board of trustees of such community college district;
thirty years after the date of issuance thereof. The state subject, however, to any covenants or agreements made
board shall have power to determine all other details of by the state board concerning the rights between hold-
the bonds or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation ers of different issues of such bonds or motor vehicle
certificates and to sell in the manner provided by gener- license revenue anticipation certificates, as herein
al law, or exchange the bonds or motor vehicle license authorized.
revenue anticipation certificates, upon such terms and c. To establish and maintain a sinking fund or funds
conditions as the state board shall provide. to meet future requirements for debt service or reserves

(6) The state board shall also have power to pledge therefor, on bonds or motor vehicle license revenue
for the payment of the principal of and interest on such anticipation certificates issued on behalf of the school
bonds or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation cer- board of such school district or board of trustees of such
tificates, including refunding bonds or refunding motor community college district under the authority hereof,
vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates, all or whenever the state board shall deem it necessary or
any part from the motor vehicle license revenues provid- advisable, and in such amounts and under such terms
ed for in this amendment and to enter into any covenants and conditions as the state board shall in its discretion
and other agreements with the holders of such bonds or determine.
motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates at d. To distribute annually to the several school
the time of the issuance thereof concerning the security boards of the school districts or the boards of trustees of
thereof and the rights of the holders thereof, all of which the community college districts for use in payment of
covenants and agreements shall constitute legally bind- debt service on bonds heretofore or hereafter issued by
ing and irrevocable contracts with such holders and shall any such school boards of the school districts or boards
be fully enforceable by such holders in any court of corn- of trustees of the community college districts where the
petent jurisdiction. proceeds of the bonds were used, or are to be used, in

(7) No such bonds or motor vehicle license revenue the acquiring, building, constructing, altering, remodel-
anticipation certificates shall ever be issued by the state ing, improving, enlarging, furnishing, equipping, main-
board, except to refund outstanding bonds or motor vehi- taining, renovating, or repairing of capital outlay projects
cle license revenue anticipation certificates, until after in such school districts or community college districts
the adoption of a resolution requesting the issuance and which capital outlay projects have been approved by
thereof by the school board of the school district or board the school board of the school district or board ol
of trustees of the community college district on behalf of trustees of the community college district, pursuant to
which the obligations are to be, issued. The state board the most recent survey or surveys conducted under reg-
of education shall limit the amount of such bonds or ulations prescribed by the state board to determine the
motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates capital outlay needs of the school district or community
which can be issued on behalf of any school district or college district. The state board shall have power at the
community college district to ninety percent (90%) of the time of issuance of any bonds by any school board ol
amount which it determines can be serviced by the rev- any school district or board of trustees of any communi-
enue accruing to the school district or community college ty college district to covenant and agree with such school
district under the provisions of this amendment, and board or board of trustees as to the rank and priority ol
shall determine the reasonable allocation of the interest payments to be made for different issues of bonds undei
savings from the issuance of refunding bonds or motor this subparagraph d., and may further agree that ant
vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates, and amounts to be distributed under this subparagraph d
such determinations shall be conclusive. All such bonds may be pledged for the debt service on bonds issued b:
ormotor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates any school board of any school district or board o1
shall be issued in the name of the state board of educa- trustees of any community college district and for the
tion but shall be issued for and on behalf of the school rank and priority of such pledge. Any such covenants oi

C-41



ftrticle XII CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA Article XII

agreements of the state board may be enforced by any life of this amendment to any degree which will fail to
holders of such bonds in any court of competent juris- provide the full amount necessary to comply with the
diction. provisions of this amendment and pay the necessary

e. To pay the expenses of the state board in admin- expenses of administering the laws relating to the licens-
istering this subsection (d), which shall be prorated ing of motor vehicles, and shall not enact any law having
among the various school districts and community col- the effect of withdrawing the proceeds of such motor
lege districts and paid out of the proceeds of the bonds vehicle license revenues from the operation of this
or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates amendment and shall not enact any law impairing or
or from the funds distributable to each school district and materially altering the rights of the holders of any bonds
community college district on the same basis as such or motor vehicle license revenue anticipation certificates
motor vehicle license revenues are distributable to the issued pursuant to this amendment or impairing or after-
various school districts and community college districts. ing any covenant or agreement of the state board, as

f. To distribute annually to the several school boards provided in such bonds or motor vehicle license revenue
of the school districts or boards of trustees of the corn- anticipation certificates.
munity college districts for the payment of the cost of (11) Bonds issued by the state board pursuant to
acquiring, building, constructing, altering, remodeling, this subsection (d) shall be payable primarily from said
improving, enlarging, furnishing, equipping, maintaining, motor vehicle license revenues as provided herein, and
renovating, or repairing of capital outlay projects for if heretofore or hereafter authorized by law, may be addi-
school purposes in such school district or community tionally secured by pledging the full faith and credit of the
college district as shall be requested by resolution of the state without an election. When heretofore or hereafter
school board of the school district or board of trustees of authorized by law, bonds issued pursuant to 'Article XII,
the community college district. Section 18 of the Constitution of 1885, as amended prior

g. When all major capital outlay needs of a school to 1968, and bonds issued pursuant to Article XII,
district or community college district have been met as Section 9, subsection (d) of the Constitution as revised
determined by the state board, on the basis of a survey in 1968, and bonds issued pursuant to this subsection
made pursuant to regulations of the state board and (d), may be refunded by the issuance of bonds addition-
approved by the state board, all such funds remaining ally secured by the full faith and credit of the state.
shall be distributed annually and used for such school (e) DEBT LIMITATION. Bonds issued pursuant to
purposes in such school district or community college this Section 9 of Article XII which are payable primarily
district as the school board of the school district or board from revenues pledged pursuant to this section shall not
of trustees of the community college district shall deter- be included in applying the limits upon the amount of
mine, or as may be provided by general law. state bonds contained in Section 11, Article VII, of this

(9) Capital outlay projects of a school district or revision.Hlater.--Am. HJ.R. 1851, 1989; adopted 1962; Am. c.S. for SJR. 292community college district shall be eligible to participate 1972, and Am. CS. for HJR. 3576,1972; adopted 1972; Am. C.S. or HR.'s
in the funds accruing under this amendment and derived 29, 24, 1974; adopted 1974; Anm. . 824, 190; adopted 180; Am.

S.R. 1157, 1984; adopted 1984; Am. proposed by Taoi andBudget Reformfrom the proceeds of bonds and motor vehicle license comissiResi 1No., edwiSetary of State May 7, 1992;
revenue anticipation certificates and from the motor vehi- adopted 1992; Am. SLR. 2-H. 1992; adopted 1992; Am. propoeed byreveueatciaocerifictesndfromthem r iRvisions commion, Revsion No. 8, 198, fled with he Secretary
cle license revenues, only in the order of priority of of state May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
needs, as shown by a survey or surveys conducted in 'Nete.-Section 17 o Art IX of the Constitution of 1885, as amended,
the school district or community college district under SECTON17. Bonds; land acquisition for oud receation devep-
regulations prescribed by the state board, to determine meriC-Tie outdoor ecreational developamt council, as created byt e
the capital outlay needs of the school district or commu- 1963 legislature, may issue revenue bonds, revenue certificates or other

nity college district and approved by the state board; pro- inces of tedness to acquire lands, water areas and related
vided that the priority of such projects may be changed ro%? fadties theron inpterae of tdo rcratio
from time to time upon the request of the school board of resources conservation an ted facilities in this state; provided, howev-
the school district or board of trustees of the community er, the legislature with respect to such revenue bonds, revenue certificates
college district and with the approval of the state board; or other evdences of indebtedness shall designate the revenue or taxsources to be deposited in or credited to the land acquisition trust fund for
and provided, further, that this paragraph (9) shall not in their repayment and may impose restrictions on their issuance, including
any manner affect any covenant, agreement or pledge thefixing of maximum interest rates and discounts.
made by the state board in the issuance by said state The land acquisitiontrustfund, created byte 1963 gislture forthese

multiple public purposes, shall continue from te date of the adoption of ftisboard of any bonds or motor vehicle license revenue mndmant for a period of fifty years.
anticipation certificates, or in connection with the In the event the outdoor rereational development council shall deter-

issuance of any bonds of any school board of any school mine to sue bonds for financing acquistion of sites for multiple purposes
district or board of trusteesof any community college the state board of administration shall act as fiscal agent, and the attorneydistrict or board of trustees of any community college general shall handle the validation proceedings.
district All bonds issued under this amendment shall be sold at public sale after

(10) The State board shall have power to make and publicadvertisement upon such temnsaadconditions as the outdoor rsere
enforce all rules and regulations necessary to the full atonal develoPmentoor»nceB shall provide and as otherwise provided by lawemorce aiiuies ana egulationsnecessaryto the tu and subject to the ilmitations herein imposed.
exercise of the powers herein granted and no legislation Hlat..J.R. 727m,193; adopted 163.
shall be required to render this amendment of full force itNte.-Pnor to its amendment by c.s. for HJ.R.'s 2289,2984,1974,
and operating effect. The legislature shall not reduce the suscin(a) rAD a foN llos:C~E.A~ X mn1,O handoperatingeffect.The^"I^~~~a) ADITINALSEURITIES. Article IX, Section 17, of the
levies of said motor vehicle license revenues during the Constitution of 1885, as amended, as it existed immedlately before this
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intttoas revised in 1968, became effective, is adopted by this refer- viced by the revenues accruing thereafter under the provisions of this
ice as a part of this revision as completely as though incorporated herein Amendment; nor shalt the State Board, during the flrst year following the rat-
irbatim, except revenue bonds, revenue cetfiae In or other evidences of ification of this amendment, issue bonds or certificates in excess of seven
debtedness hereafter issued thereunder may be issued by the agency of times the anticipated revenue from said Gross Receipts Taxes during said
e state so authorized by law. year, nor during each succeeding year, more than four times the anticipat-

Article XII, Section 19, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, as it ed revenue from said Gross Receipts Taxes during such year. No election
dated immediately before this revision becomes effective, is adopted by or approval of qualified electors or freehoider electors shall be required for
is reference assa part of this revision as completely as though incorporat- the issuance of bonds or certificates hereunder.
I herein verbatim, except bonds or tax anticipation certificates hereafter After the initial issuance of any bonds or certificates pursuant to this
sued thereunder may bear interest not in excess of five percent (50%) per Amendment, the State Board may thereafter issue additional bonds or car-
mnum or such higher interest as may be authorized by statute passed by tifiates which will rank equally and on a parity, as to lien on and source of
three-fifths (3/5) vote of each house of the legislature. No revenue bonds security for payment from said Gross Receipts Taxes, with any bonds or
tax anticipation certificates shall be issued pursuant thereto after Junoe etfctsteeooeise usun oti mnmnbtsc di

), 1975. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~tional parity bonds or certificates shall not be issued unless the average
'Nete.-Section 1 9 of Art. XII of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, annual amount of the revenues derived from said Gross Receipts Taxes

ad aSETO follows: nso ihe ernn ndjno clee aia during the immediately preceding two fiscal years, or the amount of the rev-
SECTIONu 19.d Iondstitution ofhighe teamning anduajunior1college forPIfty enues derived from said Gross Receipts Taxes during the immediately pre-

mtiathruafteaoth fundcbnds.-a) oThthbeginn Javnuasdryve 1,1964 and frorsft ceding fiscal year, as shown in a certificate filed by the State Comptroller
bars thrafter, aolleofthed proced othreverpesninuesdeived froml thegross with the State Board prior to the issuance of such bonds or certificates,

ceipa txescolectd fom eeryperonincudig muicialiies reew- whichever is the lesser, shall have been equal to one and one-third times
g payment for electricity for light, heat or power, for natural or manufac- the aggregate amount ofpicpladinestwihilbcoedenay
ired gas for light, heat or power, for use of telephones and for the sending suceigficlya ofrncall bonds or ertifhicates l thereofoe isued pur-n
ftelegrams and telegraph messages, as now provided and levied as of the suantedto thisca Amendment andthens outstandfingands theeofr aditional parit
iie of adoption of this amendment in Chapter 203, Florida Statutes (here- boands tor cethificAtesnthent proosd toubetssued.ng Nobnds heradtificate orit
after called "Gross Receipts Taxes"), shall, as collected be placed in a bother obligationats whats ooeverdhl an tim be Issued.N uond~serthfcaes proi
ust fund to be known as the Institutions of Higher Leaming and Junior sonse of gthios Amedmetoexept suhalt bonds orm ertIfiae ntalssued udrtepoi
olleges Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund" in the State Treasury hereufths mndert andep suchadionlprt bonds or certificates intas l provied i
ereinafter referred to as "Capital Outiay Fund"), and used only as provid- this paragraph. Notwithstanding any other provision herein no such bonds
d in this Amendment. or certificates shall be authonized or validated duning any biennium in

Said fund shall be administered by the State Board of Education, as excess of fifty million dollars, except by two-thirds vote of the members
ow created and constituted by Section 3 of Article XII [now s. 2, Article IXJ elected to each house of the legislature; provided further that during the
I the Consftittion of Florida (hereinafter referred to as *State Board"). For biennium 1963-1965 seventy-Nie million dollars may be authorized and val-
a3 purpose oftthis Amendment, said State Board, as no wonstituted, shall idated pursuant hereto.
avdne all a theypowrsporovieduring this afthsAmendmenti diint alldotherlon (c) Capital outiay projects theretofore authorized by the legislature for
Utueioall ant sautr powers poie reaei otenupsso this Amendmentinadtotollthrcn any Institution of Higher Leaming or Junior College shall be eligible to par-
rtiofore ord herafutery confersredylawe uponth pupsaid o State Amenmen ticipate in -the funds accruing under this Amendment derived from the pro-

eretforeor hreafer cnfered y la upo sai Stae Bord.ceeds of bonds or certificates and said Gross Receipts Taxes under such(b) The State Board shall have power, for the purpose of obtaining regulations and in such manner as shall be determined by the State Board,
ands for -acquiring, buikling, constucting, altering, improving, enlarging, and the State Board shall use or transmit to the State Board of Control or
amishing or equipplng capltal outlay projects theretofore authorized by th to the Board of Public Insrctio of any County authorized by law to con-
igislature and any purposes appurtenant or incidental thereto, for struct or acquire such capital outiay projects, the amount of the proceeds of
stitutions of Higher Leamning or Junior Colleges, as now defined or as may such bonds or certificates or Gross Receipts Taxes to be applled to or used
a hereafter defined by law, and for the purpose of constructing buiidings fosuhcptlwyprjt.Iforaymonnyftepred fay
nd other permnuvent. facilities for vocational technical schools as prvie fodsor s ch riiae sudfra capital outlay projects.i o n esnayoh proceedsof any
ichapter 230 Florida Statutes, to issue bonds or certificates, including bopndsocetfaesiued for anyh capital outlay pro jecttaeBor shall not bec

3funding bonds or certificaes to fund or refund any bonds or certificates uexpended poed for suchthe capital outlay projectheSat foard may iutose suc
ieretofore issued. All such bonds or cetiiatsshall bear interest at not unexpLended proceedsior anyothere n capitioal oulypoectnifor Istitutons of
xceeding four anid one-haif per centumn per annum, and shall mature at HeigedherLeaing or Jnior Cofinegesr and voationheralfteh efnical y scolsw,a
uch time or times as the State Board shall determnine not exceeding, in any deindhere inr asnowiedb dhefinaed orgaslmayube Thereaterdefined bynd law
vent, however, thirty years from the date of issuance thereof. The State theretoforaes autoied btherene stallnte Laegisature.sTeponsblders ofhbonsoevr
bard shall have power to determine all other details of such bonds or oar- certif ppicatesissue hereunder shlo othv any rfte c edsponsibiliomty whatsoeve
ficsats and to sell at public sale, after public advertisement, such bonds or for the applcationor use o anydo the proctsanemedseived ofro the salder of'
ertificates, provided, however, that no bonds or cetficsats shall ever be said bnso etfcts n h ihsadrmde ftehieso

ieue heeunertfinnceorte poceds herof epenedfr, ny ert such bonds or certificates and their right to payment from said Gross
tsedherostdof any caitalce outla projctnesds ther copnstucio for, acquisi- Receipts Taxes in the manner provided herein shall not be affected or

onh cs of such capital outlay projectha bneen theretofore autorizedubyi- impaired by the application or use of such proceeds.
egiofsaure ofapoida. Nonea pofe saidbns orecteretofcaes suhaleorizd bythe The State Board shall use the moneys in said Capital Outlay Fund in
ian ninety-eight per centum of the par value thereof, plus accrued interest, ec friscalyea nyfrtefloigprossadi h olwn reo
nd said bonds or certificates shall be awarded at the public sale thereof to prionty:yen fte rnialo nditrsto n bnso
ie bidder offering the lowest not interest cost for such bonds or certificates ()Frtepyeto h rnia faditrs naybnso
ithe manner to be determined by the State Boind. certificates maturing in such fiscal year.

The tateBoad shll lso ave oweto pedg forhe pymet ofthe (2) For the deposit into any reserve funds provided for in the pro-
Principal of and interest on such bonds or certificates, and reserves there- cednsatoinghesuneofadbnsoretfctsfay
3r, including refunding bonds or certificates, all or any part of the revenue amounts required to be deposited in such reserve funds in such fiscal year.

be derived from the said Gross Receipts Taxes provided for in this (3) After all payments required in such fiscal year for the purposes
wrmendment, and to enter into any covenants and other agreements with provided for in (1) and (2) above, inciuding any deficiencies for required
ne holders of such bonds or certificates concemning the security thereof and payments in prior fiscal years, any moneys remaining in'said Capital Outlay
*a rights of the holders thereof, all of which covenants and agreements Fund at the end of such fiscal year may be used by the State Board for
hail constitue legally binding and irrevocable contracts with such holders direct payment of the cost or any part of the cost of any capital outlay pro-
ind shall be fully enforceable by such hokiers in any court of competent ject theretofore authorized by the legislature or for the purchase of any
jrisdiction. bonds or certificates issued hereundier then outstanding upon such tefrms

No suh bods orcertficaes shll eer beissud bythe Sate oard an codtin as _ te Stat Board- shall deem proer or for th prio
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(usad) Th tt or hl aeth oe omk n noc all cates bearing interest at not more than three (3) per cent per annum in suct
grules and ro egulatons ncssaly tote feullet rexerieo thei owr hernd ent denoinaion and maturing at such time within the fifty (50) year period a..graned nd o lgisatin sld b reuird t redertis~endentof ull the board may determrine. In addition to exercising the powers now provid
force and operating effect on and after January 1, 1964. The Legislature, ed by statute for the inetmetof sinking funds, said Board may use thm
during the period this Amendment is In effect shdl niot reduce the rate of sinking funds created for said bonds of any county or special road anx
said Gross Reosipte Taxes now prvddin said Chapter 203, florida bridge district, or other unit hereunder, to purchase the matured or matudrin
Statuts, or eliminate, exempt or remove any of fth persons, firms or cor- bonds participating herein of any other county or any other special road arm
porations, including municipal croainor any of the utilities, business- bridge district, or other speclal taxing district thereof, provided that as to sak
es or services now or hereafter subject to said Gross Receipts Taxes, from matured bonds, the value thereof as an i11 nvestmnt shall be the price -a
the lev and collection of said Gross Receipts Taxes as now provided in said therefor, which shall not exceed thepar value plus accrued interest, and the
Chapter 203, Florida Statutes, and shall not enact any law imp~airing or said investment shall bear interest at the rate of three (3) per cent pe
materlially altering the rights of the holders of any bonds or cetficates annumn.
issued pursuant to this Amendment or Impairing or flaering any covenants (c) The said board shall annually use said funds in each counft
or agreements of the State Board made hereunder, or having the effect of account, first, to pay ourrent principal and interest maturing, If any, of sak
withrawing the proceeds of said Gross Receipts Taxes from the operation bonds and gasoline or other fuel tax anticipation certificates of such count
of this Amendment. or special road and bridge district, or other special taxing district thereof

The State Board of Administration shall be and is hereby constituted as second, to establish a sinking fund account to meet future requirements c
the Fiscal Agent ofthe State Board to perform such duties and assume such said bonds and gasoline or other fuel tax anticipation certificates where 
responsibilities under this Amendment as shall be agreed upon between the appears the anticipated income for any year or years will not equal ached
State Board and such State Board of Admninistration. The State Board shall uled payments thereon; and third, any remaining balance out of the pm
also have power to appoint such other persons and fix their copnain cesof said two (20) cents of said taxes shall monthly during the year b
for the administratlion of the provisions of this Amendmnent as it shall deem remitted by said board as follows: Eighty (80%) par cent to the State Row
necessary, and fth expenses of the State Board in administering fth provi- Department for the construction or reconstruction of state roads and bridge
sions, of this Amendment shall be paid out of the proceeds of bonds or cer- within the county, or for the leas or purchase of biridges, connecting stat
tificates issued hereunder or from said Gross Receipts Taxes deposited in highways within the county, and twenty (20%) per cent to the Board c
said Capital Outlay Fund. County Commissioners of such county for use on roads and bridges there

(a) No capital outiay projec or any part thereof shall be financed here- in.
under unless the bill authorizing such project shall specify it is financed (d) Said board shall have the power to make and enforce all rules an
hereunder and shall be approved by a vote of three-fifths of the elected regulations necessary to the full exercise of the powers hereby granted an
members of each house. no legislation shlld be required to render this amendment of full force an

Hlstory.-SR.J 264,1963; adopted 1963. operating effect from and after January 1 st, 1943. The Leiltre shall cor
¶det.-Section 16 of Art IX of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, tinue'the levies of said taxes during the life of this Amendment, and shall nc

reads as follows: enact any law having the effect of witdrawing the proceeds of said two (2g
SECTION 16. Board of administration; gasoline and like taxes, distri- cents of said taxes, from the operation of this amendment The board she

bution and use; etc.--(a) That beginning January 1 st, 1943, and for fifty pay refunding expenses and other expenses for services rendered specif
(50) years thereafter, the proceeds of two (20) cents per gallon of the total cally for, or which are properiy chargeable to, the account of any count
tax leie by state law upon gasoline and othe like products of petroleum, from funds distributed to such county; but general expenses of the board fc
now known as the Second Gas Tax, and upon other fuels used to pro evcsrndrdalteconisaiesldberrtdlmn hma

moto veicls, sallas olletedbe lacd mothl inthe Stae Rads paid out of said funds on the same basis said tax proceeds are distribute
Distnbulron Fund' in the State Treasury and divded into three (3) equal among the several counties; provided, report of said expenses shall b
parts which shall be disrbutxed mntxhly among the several counties as fol- made to each Regular Sessilon of the Legislature, and the Legislature ma
lows: one part accourling to area, one part according to population, and one limit the expenses of the board.
padt according to fth counties' contributions to the cost of state road con- Hlser.--Added, S.JR. 324,1941; adopted 1942.
struction in the ratio of distribution as provided in Chapter 15659, Lews of 'Nete.-Prior to its amendment by C.S. for H.J.R. 3576,1972, subsec
Florida, Acts of 1931, and for the purposes of the apportionment based on tion (d) read as follows:
the counties' contributions for the cost of state road construction, the (d) SCHOOL BONDS. Article XII, Section 18, of fth Constitutions
amount of the contributions established by the certificates made in 1931 1885, as amended, as it existed immediately before this revision become
Pursuant to said Chapter 15659, shall be taken and deemed conclusive in effective is adopted by this reference as part of this revision as completel
computing the monthly amounts distributable according to said contribu- as though incorporated herein verbatim, except bonds or tax anticipatic
tions. Such funds so distributed shall be administered by the State Board of certificates hereafter issued thereunder may bear interest not in excess 
Administration as hereinafter provided, five per cent per annum or such higher interest as may be authorized t

(b) The Govemnor as chairman, the State Treasurer, anid the State statute passed by a three-fifths vote of each house of the legislature. Bond
Comptroller shall conslitute a body corporate to be known as the ~State issued pursuant to this subsection (d) shall be payable primarily from rat
Board of Administration,' which board shall. succeed to aM the power, control enues as provided in Article XII, Section 18, of the Constitution of 1885, a
and authority of the statutory Board of Administration. Said Board shall amne, and if authorized by law, may be additionally seoured by pled
have, in addition to such powers as may be conferred upon It by law, the ing the full faith and credit of the state without an election. When authorize
management, control and supervision of fth proceeds of said two (20) cents by law, bonds issued pursuant to Article XII, Section 18, of the Constitutic
of said taxes and all moneys and other assets which on the effective date of 1885, as amended, and bonds issued pursuant to this subsectio (d
of this amendiment are applicable or may become applicable to fth bonds may be refunded by the issuance of bonds additionally seoured by fth ft
of fth several counties of this state, or any special road and bridge district, faith and credit of the state only at a lower net average interest cost rate.
or other special taxing district thereof, issued prior to July 1 st, 1931, for road 'Nete.-Section 18, NiL XII of the Constitution of 1885, as amendsm
and bridge purposes. The word bonds' as used herein shall include bonds, reads as follows:
time warrants, niotes and Other formns of indebteness issued for road and SECTION 18B. School bonds for capital outlay, issuance.-
bridge purposes by any county or special road and bridge district or other (a) Beginning January 1, 1965 and for thirty-five years thereafter, ti
special taxing district, outstanding on July 1 st, 1931, or any refunding issues first proceeds of the revenues derived from the licensing of motor vehickc
thereof. Said Board shall have the statutory powers of Boards of County to the extent necessary to comply with the provisions of this amendmer
Comnmissioners and Bond Trustees and of anry other authority of special shall, as collected, be placed monthly in the county capltal outiay and del
road and bridge distrit, and other special taxing districts thereof with service school fund in the state treasudry, and used only as provided in th
regard to said bonds, (except that the power to levy ad valorem taxes is amendment Such revenue shall be distributed annually among the sever
expressly withheld from said Board), and shall take over all. papers, docu- counties in the ratio of the number of instruction units in each county in sac
ments and records concerning the same. Said Board shall have the power year computed as provided herein. The amount of the first revenues deriv
from time to time to issue refunding bonds to mature within the said fifty (50) from the licensing of motor vehicles to be so set aside in each year and di
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Jted in the manner heretofore or hereafter provided by general law and Board shall deem it necessary or advisable, and in such amounts and
proved by the state board of education (hereinafter called the state under such terms and conditions as the State Board shall in its discretion

xard, or (3) the number of instruction units in each county on behalf of determine.
hich the state board of education has issued bonds or motor. vehicle tax (3) To distribute annually to the several Boards of Public Instruction of
riticipation certificates under this amendment which will produce sufficient the counties for use in payment of debt service on bonds herestofore or here-
ivenues under this amendment to equal one and one-third times the after issued by any such Board where the proceeds of the bonds were
ggregate amount of principal of and interest on such bonds or motor vehi- used, or are to be used, in the construction, acquisition, improvement,
es tax anticipation certificates which will mature and become due in such enlargement, fumnishing, or equipping of capital outiay projects in such
Bar, computed in the manner heretofore or hereafter provided by general county, and which capital outlay projects have been approved by the Board
iw and approved by the state board. of Public Instruction of the county, pursuant to a survey or surveys con-

Such funds so distributed shall be administered by the state board as ducted subsequent to July 1, 1947 in the county, under regulations pre-
ow created and constituted by Section 3 of Article XII [now s. 2, Article IX] scribed by the State Board to determine the capital outlay needs of the
Ithe Constitution of Florida. For the purposes of this amendment, sald county.

late board, as now constituted, shall continue as a body corporate during The State Board shall have power at the time of issuance of any bonds
ie life of this amendment and shall have all the powers provided in this by any Board of Public Instruction to covenant and agree with such Board
mendment in addition to all other constitutional and statutory powers relat- as to the rank and priority of payments to be made for different issues of
d to the purposes of this amendment heretofore or hereafter conferred bonds under this Subsection (3), and may further agree that any amounts
pon said board. to be distributed under this Subsection (3) may be pledged for the debt ser-

(b) The state board shall, in addition to its other constitutional and vice on bonds issued by any Board -of Public Instruction and for the rank and
tatutory powers, have the management, control and supervision of the pro- priority of such piedge. Any such covenants or agreements of the State
eeds of the first part of the revenues derived from the licensing of motor Board may be enforced by any holders of such bonds in any court of coin-
ehicles provided for in subsection (a). The state board shall also have petent jurisdiction.
oAwe, for the purpose of obtaining funds for the use of any county board of (4) To distribute annually to the several Boards of Public Instruction of
uiblic instruction in acquiring, building, constructing, altering, improving, the counties for the payment of the cost of the construction, acquisition,
niaring, fumishing, or equipping capital outlay projects for school purpos- improvement enlargement, fumishing, or equipping of capital outlay pro-
s, to issue bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates, and also to jects for school purposes in such county as shall be requested by resolu-
msu such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates to pay, fund tion of the County Board of Public Instruction of such county.
r refund any bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates theretofore (5) When all major capital outlay needs of a county have been met as
3sued by said state board. All such bonds shall bear interest at not exceed- determined by the State Board, on the basis of a survey made pursuant to
rig four and one-half per centumn per annumn and shall mature serially in regulations of the State Board and approved by the State Board, all such
annual installments commencing not more than three years from the date funds remaining shall be distributed annually and used for such schcol pur-
if issuance thereof and ending not later than thirty years from the date of poses in such county as the Board of Public Instruction of the county shall

suneor January,1, 2000, A.D., whichever is sariler. All such motor vehi- determine, or as may be provided by general law.
is tax anticipation certificates shall bear interest at not exceeding four and (d) Capital outlay projects of a county shall be eligible to participate in
mie-half per centum per annum and shall mature prior to January 1, 2000, the funds accruing under this Amendment and derived from the proceeds
WD. The state board shall have power to determine all other details of said of bonds and motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates and from the motor

xinds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates and to sell at public sale vehicle license taxes, only in the order of priority of needs, as shown by a
Maftr public advertisement, or exchange said bonds or motor vehicle tax survey or surveys conducted in the county under regulations prescribed by
anticipation certificates, upon such terms and conditions as the state board the State Board, to determine the capital outlay needs of the county and
ahall provide. approved by the State Board; provided, that the priority of such projects

The state board shall also have power to piedge for the payment of the may be changed from time to time upon the request of the Board of Public
xincipal of and interest on such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation car- 'Instruction of the county and with the approval of the State Board; and pro-
ifiates, including refunding bonds or refunding -motor vehicle tax anticipa- vided further, that this Subsection (d) shall not in any manner affect any
ion cerificates all or any part from the anticipated revenues to be derived covenant agreement, or piedge made by the State Board in the issuance
tom the licensing of motor vehicles provided for in this amendment arid to by said State Board of anry bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certifi-
inter into any covenants and other agreements with the holders of such cates, or in connectio with the issuance of any bonds of any Board of
onds -or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates at the time of the Public Instruction of any county.

ssuance the~reof concemning the security thereof and the rights of the hold- (e) The State Board may invest any sinking fund or funds created pur-
mrs thereof, all of which covenants and agreements shall constitute legally suant to this Amendment in direct obligations of the United States of
Sinding and irrevocable contracts with such holders and shall be fully America or in the bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates,
enforceable by such holders in any court of competent jurisdiction. matured or to mature, issued by the State Board on behalf of the Board of

No such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates shall ever Public Instruction of any county.
~e issued by the state board until after the adoption of a resolution request- (f) The State Board shall have power to make and enforce all rules
ng the issuance thereof by the county board of public insruc~tionC Of the and regulations necessary to the full exercise of the powers herein granted
mounty on behalf of which such obligations are to be issued. Theastate, board and no legislation shall be required to render this Amendment of full force
Df education shall limit the amount of such bonds or motor vehicle tax antic- and operating effect fromr and after January 1, 1953. The Legislature shall
1pation certificates which can be issued on behalf of any county to seventy- not reduce the levies of said motor vehicle license taxes during the life of
lie per cent of the amount which it determines can be serviced by the rev- this Amendment to any degree which will fall to provide the full amount nec-
snue accruing to the county under the provisions of this amendment, and essary to comply with the provisions of this Amendment and pay the nec-
such determination shall be conclusive. All such bonds or motor vehicle tax essary expenses of administering the laws relating to the licensing of motor
enticipation certificates shall be issued in the name of the state board of vehicles, and shall not enact any law having the effect of withdrawing the
education but shall be issued for and on behalf of the county board of pub- proceeds of such motor vehicle license taxes from the operation of this
lic instruction requesting the issuance thereof, and no election or approval Amendment and shall not enact any law impairing or materially aftering the
of qualifled Slectors or freehoider's shall be required for the issuance there- rights of the holders of any bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certifi-
of. cafes issued pursuant to this Amendment or impairing or altering any

(c) The State Board shall in each year use the funds distributable pur- covenant or agreement of the State Board, as provided in such bonds or
suant to this Amendment to the credit of each county only in the following motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates.
manner and order of priority: The State Board shall have power to appoint such persons and fix their

(1) To pay all amounts of principal and interest maturing in such year compensation for the administration of the provisions of this Amendment as
on any bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates issued under th it shall deem necessary, and the expenses of the State Board in adminis-
authority hereof, incldingm reifuning bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation taring the prvsin ofthi Amendment shall be prorate amon thef vari-
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'SECTION 10. Preservation of existing govern- adopted at the special election in October 1980, shall
ment-All provisions of Articles I through IV, VII and IX take effect January 1, 1981.
through XX of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, not Hiatr-Y Added, S.JR. 1-E, 1960; adopted 19.1EINdot.-Thls section, originally designated section 18 by 5.J.R. 15-E,
embraced herein which are not inconsistent with this 1980, was redesignated section 19 by the editoes in order to avoid confu-
revision shall become statutes subject to modification or sion with section 18 as contained in SJ.R. 6-E, 1980.
repeal as are other statutes. SECTION 20. Access to public records.

'Nte.-See table in this volume tracing various provisions SECTION 20. Access to public records.-
Constitution of 1885, as amended, into the Florida Statutes. Section 24 of Article I, relating to access to public

records, shall take effect July 1, 1993.
SECTION 11. Deletion of obsolete schedule Hiofly.-Added, C.S. for C.S. for .R.'s 1727, 863. 2035, 1992; adopted

items.-The legislature shall have power, by joint reso- 192-
lution, to delete from this revision any section of this SECTION 21. State revenue limitation.-The
Article XII, including this section, when all events to amendment to Section 1 of Article VII limiting state rev-
which the section to be deleted is or could become enues shall take effect January 1,1995, and shall first be
applicable have occurred. A legislative determination of applicable to state fiscal year 1995-1996.
fact made as a basis for application of this section shall H y.-ded, HJ.R. 2053, 994; adopted 1994.
be subject to judicial review. SECTION 22. Historic property exemption and

SECTION 12. Senators.-The requirements of assessiment.-The amendments to Sections 3 and 4 ol
staggered terms of senators in Section 15(a), of Article Ill Article VII relating to ad valorem tax exemption for, and
of this revision shall apply only to senators elected in assessment of, historic property shall take effect January
November, 1972, and thereafter. 1, 1999. 91997; ed 1.

' ' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~History.-Added, H.J.R. 969,1997; adopted 1996.
SECTION 13. Legaislative apportionment.-The 'SECTION 23. Fish and wildlife conservation

requirements of legislative apportionment in Section 16 commission
of Article IllI of this revision shall apply only to the appor- (a) The initial members of the commission shall be
tionment of the legislature following the decennial cen- the members of the game and fresh water fish commis-
sus ot 1970, and thereafter. sion and the marine fisheries commission who are serv

SECTION 14. Representatives; terms.-The leg- ing on those commissions on the effective date of this
islature at its first regular session following the ratification amendment, who may serve the remainder of theii
of this revision, by joint resolution, shall propose to the respective terms. New appointments to the commission
electors of the state for ratification or rejection in the gen- shall not be made until the retirement, resignation,
eral election of 1970 an amendment to Article III, Section removal, or expiration of the terms of the initial members
15(b), of the constitution providing staggered terms of results in fewer than seven members remaining.
four years for members of the house of representatives. (b) The jurisdiction of the marine fisheries commis,

sion as set forth in statutes in effect on March 1, 1998
SECTION 15. Special district taxes.-Ad valorem shall be transferred to the fish and wildlife conservatior

taxing power vested by law in special districts existing commission. The jurisdiction of the marine fisheries corn
when this revision becomes effective shall not be abro- mission transferred to the commission shall not bc
gated by Section 9(b) of Article VII herein, but such pow- expanded except as provided by general law. All rules a
ers, except to the extent necessary to pay outstanding the marine fisheries commission and game and frest
debts, may be restricted or withdrawn by law. water fish commission in effect on the effective date o

SECTION 16. Reorganization.-The requirement this amendment shall become rules of the fish arc
of Section 6, Article IV of this revision shall not apply until wildlife conservaton commission until superseded oi
July 1 1969 amended by the commission.y ~~~~~~~~~' * (c) On the effective date of this amendment, the

SECTION 17. Conflicting provisions.-This marine fisheries commission and game and fresh wate
schedule is designed to effect the orderly transition of fish commission shall be abolished.
government from the Constitution of 1885, as amended, (d) This amendment shall take effect July 1, 1999.
to this revision and shall control in all cases of conflict History.-Proposed by Constitution Revision tommission, Revision No. 1T1998 filed with e Secretary of State May 5,1998; adopted 1998.
with any part of Article I through IV, VII, and IX through XI 'Note.-This section, originally designated section 22 by Revision No
herein. 5 of the Constitution Revision Commission, 1998, was redesignated sec

tion 23 by the editors in order to avoid confusion with section 22 as cresat
SECTION 18. Bonds for housing and related ed in H.J.R. 969,1997.

facilities.-Section 16 of Article VII, providing for bonds SECTION24. Executive branch reform.-
for housing and related facilities, shall take effect upon (a) The amendments contained in this revision sha

o dvl by t Rh ele 980oadopted1980 take effect January 7,2003, but shall govern with respec
H'utory.-Added S'J. 6E,1980; adopted198to the qualifying for and the holding of primary electiont

1SECTION 19. Renewable energy source proper- in 2002. The office of chief financial officer shall be a new
ty.-The amendment to Section 3 of Article VII, relating office as a result of this revision.
to an exemption for a renewable energy source device (b) In the event the secretary of state is removed a
and real property on which such device is installed, if a cabinet office in the 1998 general election, the tern
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'custodian of state record shall be substituted for the costs, and expenses set forth in the amendment to
erm "secretary of state" throughout the constitution and Section 14 of Article V pursuant to a phase-in schedule
he duties previously performed by the secretary of state established by general law.
ihall be as provided by law. (b) Unless otherwise provided herein, the amend-

H"ltryrpvdb Contittio Revison Coanislon, Revision No. 8, ment to Section 14 shall be fully effectuated by July 1,in, Wed wMt the Secretary o State May 5. 1998; adopted 1998.
'Notb.-Th section, originaWly designated section 22 by Revision No. 2004.

i of tiw Constition Revision Comnmission, 1998, was redesignated sec- Hory.-Prposed by Consution Reison Cqmmisson, Revision . 7,
ion 24 by the editors in order to avoid confsion with section 22as creat- 1998, filed with the Seretary of State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998.
id In HJ.R. e8e, 1997. 'Not.-This section, orlginafly designated section 22 by Revision No.

id' in HAR. 969,1997. ~~7 of the Consti n Revision CommissIon, 1998, was redesignated sec-
'SECTION 25. Schedule to Artcle V amend- tin 25 by the editors in order to avoid confusion with section 22 as creat-

1IlntM - ed in H.J.R. e. 91997.
(a) Commencing with fiscal year 2000-2001, the

legislature shall appropriate funds to pay for the salaries,
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