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increase in fees, as well as the additional fees imposed for service of alias and pluries writs. In 

addition, the bill: 

 Permits special process servers and certified process servers to serve criminal witness 

subpoenas and criminal summonses; and 

 Permits sheriffs to return to the clerk unserved writs that have been on a docket prior to 

October 1, 2001. 

 

Execution Sale and Notice Procedure 

The bill also expands the execution sale and notice procedure to apply in the real property 

context in addition to the personal property context. More specifically, the bill: 

 Clarifies that the sheriff will provide notice of an execution sale prior to the 

advertisement of the sale to the judgment debtor; 

 Includes references to mortgages and other liens against real property to ensure that these 

lienholders also receive notice of the execution sale; 

 Requires creditors to identify in an affidavit provided to a sheriff the liens recorded on 

real property subject to an execution sale; 

 Clarifies that the affidavit must identify all judgment liens, mortgages, financing 

statements, tax warrants, and other liens against real property and must include name and 

address information of each lienholder; 

 Clarifies that the levying creditor can either perform or review the title search regarding 

the real property that is the subject of the affidavit; 

 Specifies the priority in which proceeds will be distributed from the execution sale of real 

and personal property; 

 Clarifies that when the creditor’s title search affidavit discloses the existence of any 

junior mortgages or other real property liens, the proceeds will be paid into the court 

registry for distribution among the holders of any junior real property liens; and 

 Provides that any surplus from the execution sale is provided to the ―owner of the 

property sold‖ rather than to the ―defendant‖; 

 

Domestic and Sexual Violence Cases 

The bill permits sheriffs to serve facsimile copies of protective injunctions instead of certified 

copies of protective injunctions in domestic and sexual violence cases. In addition, the bill 

provides that law enforcement may arrest a person when probable cause exists that the person 

has violated a condition of pretrial release when the original arrest was for an act of dating 

violence. 

 



 Senate Committee:  Judiciary 

 

 

Summary of Legislation Passed 177 

Additional Court Cost Liens 

The bill directs the clerk of court to record in the official records a court order imposing county-

authorized additional court costs, under s. 939.185, F.S., when a person commits a felony, 

misdemeanor, delinquent act, or criminal traffic violation. The bill further provides that the order 

becomes a lien attaching to the person’s real and personal property. The lien will be enforceable 

in the manner provided by law for other liens. The bill creates an exception under which a lien 

will not attach to real or personal property protected from forced sale under the homestead and 

other exemption provisions of s. 4, Art. X, State Constitution. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 116-0 

 

CLERKS OF COURT 

CS/CS/SB 2108 — Clerk of Court Funding 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means; Judiciary Committee; and Senator Pruitt 

Clerks of the Court Budget 

The bill revises the method for setting the budgets of the clerks of court. The clerks’ budgets will 

no longer be based on the projected revenue increase for each clerk and set by the Florida Clerks 

of Court Operations Corporation (corporation). Instead, each clerk will prepare a budget request 

for the last quarter of the county fiscal year and the first three quarters of the next fiscal year and 

submit it to the corporation by October 1 of each year. The budget proposal will be based on four 

core services. Under each of the core services, the clerks will propose specific services along 

with a proposed unit cost. The Chief Financial Officer will assist the clerks and the corporation 

in developing the unit costs. 

 

The corporation and the Chief Financial Officer will recommend unit costs for each clerk and a 

statewide total budget for all 67 clerks based on the unit costs and projected workload and make 

its recommendations to the Legislature and the Supreme Court by December 1 of each year. The 

Legislature will accept, reject, or modify the proposed unit costs and appropriate the clerks’ 

statewide total budget each year in the General Appropriations Act. The corporation will then 

release funding quarterly to each clerk based on the previous quarter’s performance of service 

units using the approved unit costs. 

 

To phase in the changes made in the clerk budgeting process, the bill specifies that, for FY 2009-

2010, the corporation must release funds monthly to individual clerks based on the statewide 

total appropriated in the General Appropriations Act. Beginning in FY 2010-2011, the new 

budgeting system required in the bill will be used to appropriate the clerks’ budgets. 
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Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation 

The bill provides that the corporation is the budget entity for the clerk of courts and is 

administratively housed in the Justice Administrative Commission (JAC). The corporation is not 

subject to the supervision or control of the JAC. Funding for the corporation and the clerks will 

be appropriated to this entity in the General Appropriations Act. Employees of the corporation 

are considered state employees and must be under the JAC’s pay plan. However, employees of 

the corporation are not classified as career service employees. The corporation is excluded from 

ch. 120, F.S. (Administrative Procedure Act), as the other entities within the JAC are also not 

subject to ch. 120, F.S. The corporation will prepare a legislative budget request pursuant to 

ch. 216, F.S., for its operations. 

 

In addition to the eight clerks of the court currently comprising the executive council of the 

corporation, the bill provides that one designee of the President of the Senate and one designee 

of the Speaker of the House of Representatives will be added to the council as ex officio 

members. The Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court must designate one additional member 

to represent the state courts system. 

 

Collection of Fees 

Under the bill, the court-related revenue collected by the clerk is remitted to the Clerks of Court 

Trust Fund (trust fund). The trust fund is transferred from within the Department of Revenue to 

the Justice Administrative Commission. The bill splits the current $5.00 of the first $85 of the 

$295 for initial filing fees in circuit court between the Department of Financial Services ($1.50) 

for performing clerk audits and the Florida Clerk of Courts Operations Corporation ($3.50) for 

funding its operations. (Previously, the $5.00 was deposited into the Department of Financial 

Services Administrative Trust Fund). 

 

In addition, language requiring clerks to submit one-third of county filing fees to the state is 

removed because, under the bill, all clerk revenues will be remitted to the state. Ten percent of 

all court-related fines collected by the clerk must be deposited into the clerk’s Public Records 

Modernization Trust Fund to be used exclusively for additional court-related operational needs 

and program enhancements. 

 

OPPAGA Study 

The bill requires the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability 

(OPPAGA), in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer and the Auditor General, to study 

the efficiency of the operations and functions of the clerks of court and the courts. More 

specifically, OPPAGA is tasked with evaluating who is performing each court-related function, 

how each function is funded, and how efficiently these functions are performed. The Office of 

Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability is required to report its findings to the 

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 15, 2010. 
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Technology Review Workgroup 

The Technology Review Workgroup must develop a proposed plan for identifying and 

recommending options for the implementation and integration of the clerk and court information 

technology systems. The plan must: 

 Describe the approaches and processes for evaluating the existing computer systems and 

data-sharing networks of the state courts system and the clerks of the court; 

 Identify the required business and technical requirements; and 

 Examine the use of the additional service charges collected that are related to storage and 

access of public records. 

 

The bill also limits clerk of court information technology purchases during the period of the 

study. 

 

Miscellaneous Changes to Clerk Functions 

The bill makes other changes including the following: 

 Requires clerks to use collection agents for uncollected amounts due after 90 days; 

 Requires the clerks to maintain office hours with the consent of the chief judge; 

 Clarifies that the clerk must charge a fee not to exceed $70 if a judicial sale is conducted 

by electronic means, in addition to the fee already assessed against the winning bidder for 

clerk services in making, recording, and certifying the sale and title; 

 Specifies that the costs of electronic tax deed sales must be added to the other charges for 

the cost of these sales, including charges related to notice, which are included in the bid 

of the certificateholder of the property; 

 Increases the surcharge imposed to fund a state court facility which a board of county 

commissioners or local government may charge, in addition to other penalties for 

noncriminal traffic infractions and other criminal traffic violations, to $30 from $15; 

 Authorizes the board of county commissioners or certain local governments to impose a 

surcharge for any traffic infraction or criminal traffic offense for the purpose of securing 

payment of the principal and interest on bonds issued by the county on or after July 1, 

2009, to fund state court facilities; and 

 Requires the clerks to submit expenditure data to comply with the Transparency in 

Government Spending requirements of SB 1796. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 75-32 
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REAL PROPERTY, PROBATE, AND TRUST LAW 

CS/CS/SB 1552 — Lis Pendens 
by Banking and Insurance Committee; Judiciary Committee; and Senator Bennett 

This bill amends the law relating to a notice of lis pendens, which is a recorded notice that 

certain property interests may be affected by a lawsuit. Specifically, the bill amends the law to: 

 Permit property to be sold exempt from claims asserted in an action when the lis pendens 

has expired or been withdrawn or discharged; 

 Extend the time for a holder of an unrecorded interest to intervene in the action; 

 Simplify the information necessary for filing a valid lis pendens; and 

 Provide for the control and discharge of a lis pendens that no longer affects the property. 

 

This bill stems from legislative recommendations of the Real Property, Probate, and Trust Law 

Section of the Florida Bar. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 115-0 

 

CS/HB 599 — Administration of Estates 
by Governmental Affairs Policy Committee and Rep. Hukill and others (SB 1396 by Senator 

Aronberg) 

This bill stems from legislative recommendations of the Real Property, Probate, and Trust Law 

Section of The Florida Bar pertaining to the administration of estates of decedents and the 

Florida Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act. The bill makes the following changes: 

 Provides a definition of ―minor‖ for purposes of the Probate Code; 

 Deletes the definition of ―incompetent‖ and replaces it with the definition of 

―incapacitated‖ for purposes of the Probate Code; 

 Amends the statute of limitations for determining paternity in probate proceedings; 

 Makes clarifications to provisions addressing the elective share; 

 Modifies provisions relating to the assessment of attorney’s fees and costs when a request 

for the elective share is withdrawn, and adds a provision for the assessment of fees and 

costs when an election is not made in good faith; 

 Updates limitations on exempt property by: 

o Increasing the dollar limitation on household goods from $10,000 to $20,000; 

o Changing the personal automobile exemption to a personal ―motor vehicle‖ 

exemption based on gross weight and limiting the exemption to two motor vehicles; 

and 

o Including all qualified tuition plans authorized by Internal Revenue Code s. 529; 
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 Clarifies that, in instances in which the petitioner for summary administration is also the 

trustee of a trust that is a beneficiary of the decedent’s estate, the beneficiaries of the trust 

are to be made aware of the petition for summary administration; 

 Adds a savings provision to the Florida Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act 

(FUDPIA) intended to protect practitioners from inadvertently disqualifying certain post-

mortem disclaimers under relevant sections of the Internal Revenue Code; 

 Modifies provisions of the FUDPIA to add consistency and correct minor typographical 

errors; and 

 Adds a provision to ensure that the traditional statutory prohibition on disclaimers by 

insolvent beneficiaries remains unquestionably intact. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 114-0 

 

CS/HB 631 — Estate Inventories and Accountings; Public-Records 
Exemptions 
by Civil Justice and Courts Policy Committee and Rep. Hukill and others (CS/SB 1400 by 

Judiciary Committee and Senator Aronberg) 

This bill requires confidentiality for and exempts from public-records requirements: 

 Estate inventories filed in an estate proceeding; 

 Any inventory of the elective estate; and 

 Any accounting filed in the estate proceeding. 

 

It provides that the confidential and exempt records shall be disclosed by the custodian for 

inspection or copying to the personal representative, the personal representative’s attorney, an 

interested person as prescribed by statute, or by court order upon a showing of good cause. The 

bill provides that the public-records exemptions are subject to repeal and review under the Open 

Government Sunset Review Act and provides a statement of public necessity for the public-

records exemptions. 

 

This bill stems from legislative recommendations of the Real Property, Probate, and Trust Law 

Section of The Florida Bar. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect on July 1, 2009, if HB 599 or similar 

legislation is adopted in the same legislative session or an extension thereof and becomes law. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 114-0 
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CS/HB 965 — Trust Administration 
by Civil Justice and Courts Policy Committee and Rep. Grady and others (CS/CS/SB 1958 by 

Banking and Insurance Committee; Judiciary Committee; and Senator Gelber) 

This bill stems from legislative recommendations of the Real Property, Probate, and Trust Law 

Section of The Florida Bar pertaining to the Florida Trust Code. The bill makes the following 

changes: 

 Amends the definition of ―beneficiary‖ to clarify that a permissible appointee is not a 

beneficiary unless the power of appointment is irrevocably exercised in favor of the 

appointee; 

 Provides that persons who take trust property if a power of appointment is not exercised 

(―takers in default‖) may represent and bind permissible appointees; 

 Provides that a trust settlor creating a trust in Florida cannot designate the law of another 

state to govern the meaning and effect of the trust terms unless there is some 

demonstrable connection between the trust and the designated state; 

 Provides that the designated representative must be specifically nominated. It also 

provides that the trust instrument may also authorize any person or persons, other than a 

trustee of the trust, to designate one or more persons to represent and bind a beneficiary 

and receive any notice, information, accounting, or report; 

 Allows for the delegation of investment functions to a qualified cotrustee even if the 

settlor reasonably expected the cotrustees to perform certain functions jointly; 

 Applies the fiduciary delegation rules of s. 518.112, F.S., to delegation of investment 

functions of a trustee; 

 Clarifies that except in cases of willful misconduct on the part of the trustee with the 

authority to direct or prevent actions of the trustees of which the excluded trustee has 

actual knowledge, an excluded trustee is not liable as a consequence of the trustee’s 

actions; and 

 Clarifies that the distribution date to the beneficiary of a trust refers to the time that the 

right to possession or enjoyment arises and is not necessarily the time that any benefit of 

the right is realized. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 115-0 
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TAX LAW 

CS/CS/CS/SB’s 2430 and 1960 — Taxation of Documents 
by Policy and Steering Committee Ways and Means; Finance and Tax Committee; Judiciary 

Committee; and Senators Lawson and Gelber 

Discretionary Surtax on Documents 

This bill extends the authority of Miami-Dade County to impose a discretionary excise tax on 

documents subject to tax pursuant to ch. 201, F.S., in order to finance the Housing Assistance 

Loan Trust Fund. Absent the extension of the surtax, there would be an automatic imposition of 

the statewide rate of 70 cents per $1,000 effective on October 1, 2011. However, with the 

extension of the surtax, the state tax on deeds in Miami-Dade County will remain at 60 cents per 

$1,000. The bill extends the authority for Miami-Dade County to assess the discretionary surtax 

on documents by providing that the surtax will sunset on October 1, 2031. 

 

In addition, the bill: 

 Describes how the funds are to be allocated among the Department of Revenue’s 

administrative costs, homeownership assistance, and rental housing units; 

 Defines homeownership assistance; 

 Authorizes creation of a housing assistance voucher program, under which vouchers may 

be used for down payment assistance for the purchase of single-family residences by low-

income or moderate-income persons; 

 Requires counties that levy the surtax (currently Miami-Dade County is the only county 

eligible) to adopt a housing plan every three years, to have adopted an affordable housing 

element of its comprehensive plan, and to have a report prepared for the county’s 

governing body that explains how the housing assistance program is being implemented; 

and 

 Provides for the Legislature’s Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government 

Accountability to regularly review the surtax program and report to the President of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

 

In providing for the allocation of surtax revenues, the bill requires that no less than 35 percent 

shall be used to provide homeownership assistance for low-income and moderate-income 

families, and no less than 35 percent for construction, rehabilitation, and purchase of rental 

housing units. The remaining amount is to be allocated for homeownership assistance or rental 

housing units, at the county’s discretion. 

 

Transfer of Beneficial Ownership of Real Property 

This bill expresses legislative findings and intent related to a 2005 decision of the Florida 

Supreme Court holding that the transfer of property between a grantor and its wholly owned 

grantee, absent any exchange of value, is without consideration or a purchaser and thus not 
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subject to the documentary stamp tax. Specifically, the bill states that the Supreme Court’s 

decision in Crescent Miami Center, LLC v. Florida Department of Revenue, 903 So. 2d 913 (Fla. 

2005), is inconsistent with the intent of the Legislature because it permits tax avoidance. Rather, 

the bill notes, the prior holding of the district court of appeal in this same case prevents tax 

avoidance and therefore is consistent with the intent of the Legislature at the time the relevant 

statute – s. 201.02, F.S. – was amended in 1990. Finally, the bill expresses the intent of the 

Legislature to impose documentary stamp tax when the beneficial ownership of real property is 

transferred to a new owner by the use of techniques applicable in the Supreme Court case in 

combination with transfers of ownership of, or distributions from, artificial entities. 

 

Additionally, the bill amends s. 201.02, F.S., to provide for the application of documentary 

stamp tax on certain conveyances of property involving a conduit entity and to impose 

documentary stamp tax on the transfer for consideration of a beneficial interest in real property. 

Specifically, when a grantor conveys property to a conduit entity, and the grantor’s ownership 

interest in the conduit entity is subsequently transferred for consideration within three years, tax 

shall be imposed on each transfer of an interest in the conduit entity at the rate of 70 cents for 

each $100 of the consideration paid or given in exchange for the interest. The bill provides that a 

gift of an ownership interest in a conduit entity shall not be taxed to the extent there is no 

consideration in the transaction. The bill further provides that certain transfers for estate-

planning purposes of an interest in a conduit entity to an irrevocable grantor trust are not subject 

to tax. The bill authorizes the Department of Revenue to adopt emergency rules to implement 

these changes. Under the provisions of the bill, the amendments to this statute apply to transfers 

for which the first transfer to a conduit entity occurs after July 1, 2009. 

 

Documentary Stamp Tax Revenue Distributions 

The bill provides for priority distribution of documentary stamp tax revenue for the benefit of 

Florida Forever bonds, Everglades Restoration bonds, and Preservation 2000 bonds issued prior 

to July 1, 2009, when required to meet these bond obligations. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009, except as otherwise 

expressly provided in the act. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 118-0 

 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

HB 7037 — Open Government Sunset Review/Federal Attorneys and 
Judges 
by Governmental Affairs Policy Committee and Rep. McBurney and others (CS/SB 1342 by 

Judiciary Committee) 

This bill reenacts the public-record exemptions, for specified personal information relating to 

current or former U.S. attorneys and assistant U.S. attorneys and current or former federal judges 

and magistrates, found in s. 119.071(4)(d)3. and 4., F.S. The information covered by the public-
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records exemptions includes: the home addresses, telephone numbers, social security numbers, 

and photographs of these officials; the home addresses, telephone numbers, social security 

numbers, photographs, and places of employment of their spouses and children; and the names 

and locations of schools and day care facilities attended by their children. The exemptions will 

expire on October 2, 2009, unless saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 

 

The bill reenacts the exemptions and makes amendments to s. 119.071, F.S., that include: 

 Relocating, revising, and combining the public-records exemptions provided for 

identification and location information concerning federal attorneys, judges, and 

magistrates; 

 Defining the term ―identification and location information‖; 

 Eliminating social security numbers from the scope of information covered by the 

combined public-records exemption because there is an existing public-records 

exemption for social security numbers in s. 119.071(5), F.S.; and 

 Requiring a federal attorney, judge, or magistrate to provide a written statement that 

efforts have been made to protect the information from disclosure through other means. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 114-0 
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Military Affairs and Domestic Security 

DOMESTIC SECURITY 

HB 7017 — Public Records/Building Plans Held by an Agency 
by Governmental Affairs Policy Committee and Rep. Plakon (SB 754 by Military Affairs and 

Domestic Security Committee) 

The bill reenacts an existing public records exemption for building plans, blueprints, schematic 

drawings, and diagrams which depict the internal layout or structural elements of an attractions 

and recreation facility, entertainment or resort complex, industrial complex, retail and service 

development, office development, or hotel or motel development. The exemption applies to 

draft, preliminary, and final formats of such plans. The bill responds to a legislative finding that 

such facilities should be protected from potential acts of terrorism. 

 

This bill reenacts and amends s. 119.071(3)(c), F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 114-0 

 

CS/HB 7141 — Seaport Security 
by Full Appropriations Council on General Government and Health Care; Criminal and Civil 

Justice Policy Council; and Rep. Adams (CS/CS/CS/SB 2684 by Criminal and Civil Justice 

Appropriations Committee; Criminal Justice Committee; Military Affairs and Domestic Security 

Committee; and Senator Lynn) 

This bill makes a number of revisions to existing Florida law relating to seaport security 

substantially reducing the cost of credentialing for port workers while improving overall seaport 

security efficiency. These revisions include: 

 Aligning state definitions of secure and restricted access areas within a seaport with 

federal definitions; 

 Allowing all or part of a seaport listed in s. 311.09, F.S. to be exempted from the seaport 

security standards provided in law if a determination is made that activity associated with 

such facilities is not vulnerable to criminal activity or acts of terrorism; 

 Establishing the federal Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) as the 

only credential authorized for use by the seaports listed in s. 311.09, F.S., when granting 

access to secure and restricted access areas; 

 Maintaining a requirement for a criminal history background check of crimes committed 

in Florida when determining access eligibility for secure and restricted assess areas; 

 Aligning state criminal offenses that disqualify a person for unescorted access to secure 

and restricted access areas with federal disqualifying offenses under the TWIC program; 



Senate Committee:  Military Affairs and Domestic Security 

 

 

188 2009 Regular Session 

 Creating an affidavit process for determining access eligibility for TWIC holders that 

reduces and consolidates state fees for port workers; 

 Establishing an Access Eligibility Reporting System that provides a centralized secure 

database for use by seaports when granting or denying persons access to secure and 

restricted access areas. The Department of Law Enforcement is authorized to create a 

pilot project in order to design, test, and implement the system; 

 Adding a representative of seaport workers and a representative of seaport tenants to the 

membership of the Seaport Security Standards Advisory Council; and 

 Directing the Office of Drug Control to commission an update of the Florida Seaport 

Security Assessment of 2000. A report of this updated assessment must be presented to 

the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1, 

2010. 

 

This bill substantially amends s. 311.12, F.S.; amends ss. 311.121, 311.123, 311.124, 311.13, 

943.0585, and 943.059, F.S., creates s. 311.115, F.S.; and repeals ss. 311.111 and 311.125, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 36-2; House 112-0 

 

MILITARY AFFAIRS 

CS/HB 635 — Military Affairs 
by Military Affairs and Local Affairs Policy Committee and Rep. Scionti and others 

(CS/CS/SB 206 by Judiciary Committee; Military Affairs and Domestic Security Committee; 

and Senators Justice, Deutch, and Baker) 

The bill updates references to the Uniform Code of Military Justice and the Manual for Courts-

Martial, to reflect the latest editions. 

 

The bill implements additional employment protections for servicemembers who are ordered into 

―state active duty,‖ similar to protections available under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act 

and the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act. 

 

The bill specifies that members of the National Guard returning to work after serving on state 

active duty are entitled to seniority accrued prior to or during deployment and any additional 

rights and benefits that would have accrued to the servicemember. 

 

A servicemember must provide the employer prompt notice of his or her intent to return to work. 

Certain limited exceptions are allowed to the requirement that employers must allow 

servicemembers returning from state active duty to return to work. These exceptions include: 

 A change of circumstances has occurred that makes employment of the servicemember 

impossible or unreasonable; 
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 The employment would create an undue hardship on the employer; 

 The servicemember’s previous employment was only for a brief, nonrecurrent period; or 

 The employer had legally sufficient cause to terminate the servicemember at the time he 

or she left for state active duty. 

 

Employers are precluded from discharging reemployed servicemembers upon their return to 

work for a period of 1 year, unless the discharge is for cause. Employers may not require 

servicemembers to use annual, vacation, compensatory, or similar leave for periods of 

deployment. 

 

The bill eliminates a requirement that a National Guard member must have been employed for 1 

year before deployment into state active duty to be eligible to bring suit against an employer for 

violating statutory protections. 

 

The bill creates a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation as a result of a failure to comply with 

the provisions of ch. 250, F.S., affording protections to servicemembers, as well as for violations 

of federal laws protecting rights of servicemembers. 

 

This bill amends ss. 250.35, 250.482, and 250.82, F.S. and creates s. 250.905, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 114-0 

 

CS/CS/HB 685 — Educational Dollars for Duty Program 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; Military and Local Affairs 

Policy Committee; and Rep. Proctor and others (SB 442 by Senators Fasano, Wise, and Gaetz) 

The bill reorganizes and consolidates state educational assistance for Florida National Guard 

members into one program to be known as the Educational Dollars for Duty Program (EDD). 

The bill expands education assistance eligibility for current members of the Guard and gives the 

Adjutant General the sole responsibility for developing and administering the program. The bill 

authorizes the Adjutant General to adopt rules for program administration. 

 

EDD provides assistance for Guard members who enroll in an authorized course of study at 

Florida public and nonpublic institutions of higher learning accredited by the Commission on 

Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. The bill classifies all active 

drilling members of the Florida National Guard as residents for tuition purposes at Florida public 

postsecondary institutions. 

 

Guard members who have obtained a master’s degree under this program are ineligible for 

further assistance under the provisions of this bill. Enrollment in college-preparatory courses is 

authorized. 

 

Funding the Educational Dollars for Duty Program is subject to appropriation by the Legislature. 
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This bill amends ss. 250.10, 1009.21 and 1009.26, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 113-0 

 

HB 7123 — Military Base Closures 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council and Rep. Murzin and others 

(CS/CS/SB 2322 by Commerce Committee; Military Affairs and Domestic Security Committee; 

and Senators Gaetz, Peaden, Altman, Haridopolos, and Justice) 

The bill establishes the 9-member Florida Council on Military Base and Mission Support. The 

council is created to provide oversight and direction for initiatives, claims, and actions taken on 

behalf of the state relating to federal Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 

activities. 

 

The President of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Governor each 

appoint three members to the council to include members of the Legislature and other persons 

who are knowledgeable of military base issues and defense industry related economic 

development in Florida. 

 

The council is required to submit a report each January 1 to the Governor and the Legislature on 

its activities and any recommendations that it may have. 

 

The bill creates s. 288.984, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 117-0 

 

HB 7125 — Public Records/Public Meetings/Military Bases 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; and Rep. Murzin 

(CS/SB 2324 by Military Affairs and Domestic Security Committee; and Senator Gaetz) 

The bill creates a public records and meetings exemption for certain activities of the Florida 

Council on Military Base and Mission Support. 

 

Council activities covered under the bill include the records and discussions of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the state’s military bases and strategies that are formulated to protect those bases 

during a base realignment and closure process. The exemption is subject to legislative review 

and repeal under the provisions of s. 119.15, F.S., the Open Government Sunset Review Act. 

 

The bill makes willful and knowing disclosure of exempt information covered under this act a 

first degree misdemeanor punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 or 775.083, F.S. 
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The bill creates s. 288.985, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 106-13 

 

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

HB 509 — Disabled Veterans Building Permit Fee Exemption 
by Rep. Zapata and others (SB 644 by Senators Fasano and Baker) 

The bill allows all honorably discharged 100-percent service connected disabled veterans an 

exemption from county or municipality license or permit fees for improvements on homestead 

property that would make the residence safe for the veteran. 

 

The bill removes the cap, currently set in law at $200,000, on revenues deposited in the State 

Homes for Veterans Trust Fund from the sale of special license plates. The change will result in 

approximately $250,000 in additional annual funding to the State Homes for Veterans Trust 

Fund. 

 

The bill authorizes deferment of tuition and fees for veterans and other students receiving 

benefits from the Post 9/11 GI Bill if the benefits are delayed in transmission under 

circumstances beyond the students’ control. 

 

This bill substantially amends ss. 295.16, 320.089, and 1009.27, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 113-0 
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Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means 

CS/CS/SB 1796 — Governmental Financial Information 
by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee; Policy and Steering Committee on 

Ways and Means; and Senators Alexander, Haridopolos, Aronberg, Gaetz, Storms, Altman, and 

Oelrich 

This bill requires a website be established for public access to government entity financial 

information. The initial phase will include appropriations data and expenditure data for all 

branches of state government. The Joint Legislative Auditing Committee will oversee the 

website and will propose additional phases of information to be made available. The committee 

will provide a proposal by March 1, 2010, to be submitted to the President of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, that will include a schedule of additional phases of 

information by the type of information to be provided for specific governmental entities, 

including local government units, community colleges, state universities, and other government 

entities that receive state appropriations. The proposal will include timeframes for additional 

phases as well as a proposed development entity for the additional information. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 

 

CS/SB 1798 — State Employees 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means and Senator Alexander 

This bill resolves the noneconomic collective bargaining issues at impasse between the State of 

Florida and the bargaining representatives for state employees for FY 2009-2010. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 118-0 

 

CS/SB 1806 — Service Charge on Income of Trust Funds 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means and Senator Alexander 

This bill increases the service charges applied to trust fund receipts by 1 percent. This bill is 

expected to shift roughly $30.1 million from the various state trust funds to the General Revenue 

Fund. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 118-0 
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SB 2600 — General Appropriations Act 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means 

The General Appropriations Act for FY 2009-2010, provides for a total budget of $66.5 billion, 

including: 

 

General Revenue (GR): $21.2 billion 

Trust Funds (TF):  $45.3 billion* 

 
*Includes $5.7 billion in federal funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

 

The budget is summarized by committee as follows: 

 Pre-K–12 Education Appropriations......................................... $13.4 billion 

o $8.1 billion General Revenue 

o $5.3 billion Trust Funds 

 Higher Education Appropriations ............................................... $6.0 billion 

o $3.3 billion General Revenue 

o $2.7 billion Trust Funds 

 Health and Human Services Appropriations ............................. $26.0 billion 

o $5.2 billion General Revenue 

o $20.8 billion Trust Funds 

 Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations ................................. $5.2 billion 

o $3.7 billion General Revenue 

o $1.5 billion Trust Funds 

 General Government Appropriations .......................................... $3.8 billion 

o $0.4 billion General Revenue 

o $3.4 billion Trust Funds 

 Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations ..... $9.7 billion 

o $0.3 billion General Revenue 

o $9.4 billion Trust Funds 

Pre-K–12 Education Appropriations 

 

Budget Summary 

The total Pre-K–12 Education budget is $22.3 billion for FY 2009-2010. This is made up of 

$8.1 billion in General Revenue, $328.8 million from the Educational Enhancement Trust Fund, 

$875 million in Federal Education Stabilization Funds, $148.4 million from Federal 

Discretionary Stabilization Funds, $1.3 billion from Directed Federal Stimulus Funds and 

$8.9 billion in required and local discretionary effort. 

 

The budget keeps the Senate’s commitment to maintain funding in the classroom, by limiting 

reductions from General Revenue for the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP). The 

General Revenue was reduced significantly but was then restored using Federal Stabilization 
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Funds, both Education and Discretionary funds. Therefore, the total funds provided to school 

districts receives little or no net reduction in appropriations. 

 

Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) 

The budget minimizes the student impact within public schools and increases the state average 

funding per student slightly. The FEFP is $17.9 billion, or $6,873 per student. This is an increase 

of $28 per student over FY 2008-2009. 

 

Class Size Reduction 

Class Size Reduction receives an additional allocation for PreK-3 grades for $116.1 million. 

 

Discretionary Millages 

The budget transfers 0.25 mills from fixed capital outlay to the FEFP and then compresses the 

funds to the state average, adding approximately $380 million to the operations budget. This 

millage is now fully flexible and can be moved back to fixed capital if necessary. If moved back 

to capital, the move is permanent. 

 

The budget conforming bill also authorizes an additional discretionary 0.25 mills which requires 

a super majority vote of the school board to be used for critical operating or capital needs. In the 

following year, this levy must be approved by the voters. Revenue from this additional 

discretionary millage would be added to the FEFP in future calculations if levied for operating 

purposes. 

 

School Recognition 

School recognition is funded at $129.9 million, for an estimated $75 per student award. 

 

Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) 

VPK general revenue funds are reduced, but funding is restored and increased by $17.4 million 

with Federal Discretionary Stabilization Funds to maintain the existing base student amounts of 

$2,575 for school year programs and $2,190 for summer programs. 

 

School for the Deaf and Blind 

General revenue is reduced, but funding is fully restored from Federal Discretionary 

Stabilization Funds. 

 

School Lunch and Breakfast 

State funding was held harmless from the budget reductions. The budget also adds $40 million 

from federal appropriations, $5.4 million from targeted stimulus for equipment, and another 

$2.5 million from Federal Discretionary Stabilization Funds to serve our neediest children. 

 

Mentoring Programs 

Mentoring programs received funds to partially restore nonrecurring funds. The following 

programs received a year-to-year reduction of 7 percent: Best Buddies, Take Stock in Children, 

Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Clubs, Governor’s Mentoring Initiatives, State Alliance 

of YMCAs. 

 



Senate Committee:  Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means 

 

 

196 2009 Regular Session 

Florida Virtual School (FLVS) 

The FLVS is funded at $114.9 million, a 31.7 percent increase in total funds due to increased 

enrollment. However, the FLVS will not receive class size reduction funding, and the 0.114 

bonus FTE will only be provided for public school students. The FLVS total reduction per 

student is capped at 10 percent per student. 

 

Excellent Teaching 

Bonuses funded at $46.9 million, for roughly an 8 percent bonus. This is a reduction of 

18 percent ($10.8 million), but funding is provided in its own line item with no changes to 

current law. 

 

Reading Initiatives 

Reading grants and reading assessment programs funded at $4.6 million. 

 

State Board of Education 

State Board of Education general revenue funding is reduced 9 percent, including the elimination 

of 58 FTE positions. 

 

The budget also gives districts added fiscal flexibility and makes significant funding changes to 

enable cost savings for school districts, including: 

 Class Size Reduction – 

o Compliance is maintained at school level for FY 2009-2010, but also requires 

calculation at class level for informational purposes. 

 Capital Improvement Millage – Makes permanent the authority to use capital 

improvement millage for property and casualty insurance premiums and certain motor 

vehicles. 

 FEFP Categorical Flexibility – 

o Transportation – flexibility for classroom expenditures. 

o Instructional Materials – flexibility for classroom expenditures after March 1, 2010. 

o Class Size Reduction – may be used for operating expenditures if the district has met 

class size requirements. 

o Supplemental Academic Instruction – flexibility for classroom expenditures. 

o Reading Allocation – flexibility for classroom expenditures. 

 Provides district flexibility on employment contract days above the mandatory 

instructional time. 

Higher Education Appropriations 
 

Budget Summary 

The total Higher Education budget is $6.7 billion for FY 2009-2010. This is made up of 

$3.3 billion in General Revenue, $776.2 million from the Educational Enhancement Trust Fund, 

$229.4 million in Federal Education Stabilization Funds, $97.7 million from the Federal 
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Discretionary Stabilization Funds, $28 million from Directed Federal Stimulus Funds and 

$1.9 billion in student tuition and fees. 

 

The budget keeps the commitment to maintain funding in the classroom by limiting reductions 

from General Revenue for all core public delivery systems and need-based student financial aid. 

These reductions are partially restored using Federal Stabilization Funds when available. 

Therefore, the total funds for Community Colleges, State Universities, Workforce Centers, and 

need-based financial aid receive little or no net reduction in appropriations. 

 

Florida College System 

The Florida College System budget is $1.721 billion, which is an increase of $43.9 million or 

2.6 percent over the current year when including $83.3 million in Federal Stabilization Funds 

and $49.6 million from the 8 percent tuition increase. 

 

Workforce Education 

The Workforce Education budget is $547.7 million, which is a decrease of $2.7 million or 

0.5 percent from the current year when including $24.5 million in Federal Stabilization funds and 

$2.6 million from the 8 percent tuition increase. 

 

State University System 

The State University System budget is $3.4 billion, an increase of $42.4 million or 1.26 percent 

over the current year when including $161.3 million from the Federal Stimulus Funds and 

$104.5 million from the 8 percent tuition increase and the tuition differential (base tuition at 

$64.5 million and tuition differential at $40 million). 

 

Within the university budget, additional funding of $21.2 million is provided to fully fund the 

third year of implementation for the UCF and FIU medical schools. An additional $10 million is 

provided to increase base funding for medical education at UF and USF. 

 

Bright Futures and Financial Aid 

Bright Futures is funded at $418.9 million. This includes funding for new students. All students 

are funded at the current award level. The proposal does not fund book allowances for Academic 

Awards and implements Bright Futures changes regarding refunds for dropped classes and 

changes to renewal requirements. There is no reduction to need-based financial aid. 

 

Private Colleges and Universities 

The appropriation for private colleges and universities is $114.8 million, a reduction of 

$12.2 million, or 9.6 percent from the current year when including $35.1 million from the 

Federal Stimulus Funds. Florida Resident Access Grants (FRAG) are funded at $2,529 per 

student and Access to Better Learning and Education (ABLE) grants are at $986 per student. 

 

Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services 

In Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services, most federally matched programs are 

maintained at current year state appropriations. These programs receive substantial funding 

through directed Federal Stimulus Funds. 
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Health and Human Services Appropriations 

 

FY 2009-2010 

Total – $26.0b ($5.2b GR; $20.8b TF) 

 

Federal Stimulus 

Federal Stimulus Medicaid FMAP – $1,851.4m 

Other Federal Stimulus – $113.3m 

 

Agency for Health Care Administration 

Major Issues Funded 

 Medicaid Workload/Price Level – $1.3b total; $530.5m GR 

 Medically Needy – $528.7m total; $160.7m GR 

 Meds AD Program – $367.8m total; $113m GR 

 Fraud and Abuse – $2.6m total; $.9m GR; 5 FTE 

Reductions 

 Nursing Home Rates 3 percent – ($81.3m total; $26.3 GR) 

 Hospice Rates 3 percent – ($7.1m total; $2.3m GR) 

 Hospital Inpatient Rates 1.5 percent – ($35.5m total; $11.6m GR) 

 Hospital Outpatient Rates 1.6 percent – ($10.4m total; $3.4m GR) 

 CHD Clinic Rates 3 percent – ($3.0m total $1.0m GR) 

$3m trust fund authority provided to allow CHDs to buy back rate reduction. 

 Nursing Home Diversion Rates 3 percent – ($7.5m total; $2.4m GR) 

 HMO Rates 0.9 percent – ($19.2m total; $6.2m GR) 

 ICF/DD – ($17.4m total; $5.6m GR) 

9.64 percent reduction of savings associated with implementation of a provider 

assessment program that is restored with quality assessment revenue. 

 Nursing Home Diversion 2,200 slots – ($28m total; $9.1m GR) 

 Fraud and Abuse/Home Health – ($16.3m total; $5.3m GR) 

 Administrative Reductions – (6 FTE; $2.45m total; $1.1m GR) 

o Nurse Monitors (SB 1986) – (12 FTE; $.8m total TF) 

 Pharmaceutical Expense Assistance – ($.3m GR) 

 Florida Senior Care Pilot Program – ($.9m total; $.4m GR) 

 

Agency for Persons with Disabilities 

Major Issues Funded 

 Waiver Deficit – $19.1m TF; $6.2m state share 

 Restoration of Waiver – $9.2m; $3m GR; to restore behavior assistance services, 

behavioral therapy assessment and a geographical rate reduction for residential 

habilitation services in Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Monroe counties 

 Developmentally Disabled Projects – $.5m 

Reductions 

 Area Office Administration – ($.2m total; $.1m GR) 

 Central Office Administration – ($.4m GR) 
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 Special Categories Administration – ($.2m total; $.1m GR) 

 Eliminate Medication Review in Waiver – ($.3m total; .1m GR) 

 Consolidate Durable and Medical Equipment in Waiver – ($.9m total; $.3m GR) 

 Special Projects Fund Shift – ($.5m GR) 

 Institution Unfunded Vacant Positions – (140 FTE) 

 

Department of Children and Family Services 

Major Issues Funded 

 Cash Assistance Caseload Projection – $44.6m Federal Stimulus (TANF Emergency 

Contingency) 

 Substance Abuse Restoration – $4.6m TANF 

 Independent Living Restoration – $3.0m GR 

 Community Based Care Restoration – $7.7m total; $4.2m GR; $1.4m Trust Fund Cash; 

$2.1m Federal Stimulus TANF 

 Mental Health Services Continuation – $5.4m Trust Fund (ADAMH Block Grant) 

 Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services – $6.5m Trust Fund (Medicaid 

Administrative Claiming) 

 Maintenance Adoption Subsidies – $27.4m total; $9.75m GR; $12.4m Title IV-E; $2.5m 

TANF; $2.0m Federal Stimulus TANF; $.8m Federal Stimulus (Title IV-E FMAP 

Adjustment) 

 Foster Care and Related Services – $6.3m Federal Stimulus (Title IV-E Waiver) 

 Homeless Prevention Grants – $12.9m Federal Stimulus 

 Violence Against Women – $5.5m Federal Stimulus 

 SNAP (Food Stamps) Administration – $14.6m Federal Stimulus 

 Violent Sexual Predator – $8.6m GR 

 Substance Abuse/Mental Health Projects Restoration – $15.2m Total; $9.7m GR; $5.5m 

Trust Fund Cash 

 Marissa Amora Claim – $1.7m Trust Fund Cash 

Reductions 

 Administration – (60.5 FTE; $1.9m total; $1.6m GR ) 

 ACCESS Administration – ($5.5m total; $3.6m GR) 

 Homeless Grant and Aid Program – ($1.1m GR) 

 

Department of Elder Affairs 

Major Issues Funded 

 Elder Nutrition – $7.2m Federal Stimulus 

 Senior Employment – $1.1m Federal Stimulus 

 Emergency Home Energy Assistance Program – $1.2m 

 Public Guardianship Program – $.3m 

Reductions 

 Local Services Programs 5 percent – ($.4m GR) 

 Home Care for the Elderly 5 percent – ($.4m GR) 

 Contracted Services 5 percent – ($.05m GR) 

 Community Care for the Elderly 3 percent – ($1.1m GR) 
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 Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative 5 percent – ($.6m GR) 

 Osteoporosis Screening and Education – ($.2m GR) 

 Administrative Efficiencies – ($.3m GR) 

 

Department of Health 

Major Issues Funded 

 Children’s Medical Services IT Project – $2.6m NR 

 WIC Data System – $2.7m NR 

 Electronic Death Registry – $.4m NR 

 Tobacco Education and Prevention – $2.3m TF 

 Biomedical Research Grants – $50m TF 

 HIV/AIDS Grant – $4.2m TF 

 Child Nutrition Program – $30.0m TF 

 WIC Program – $97.5m TF 

 Early Steps – $3.0m TF 

 Early Steps IDEA Part C – $11.5m Federal Stimulus 

 Miami Project to Cure Paralysis – $1m NR 

 Diabetes Research Institute – $1m NR 

 Maintenance and Repairs – $7.5m NR 

 Orange County Health Department FCO – $7.0m NR 

 Appropriated Positions for CHD and ODD, including 400 positions in a lump sum 

Reductions 

 Health Promotion and Education Projects – ($.5m GR) 

 Environmental Health – ($.5m GR) 

 Correctional Medical Authority – ($.1m) 

 Children’s Medical Administrative Activities – ($1.2 GR) 

 Biomedical Research – ($12.95m total; $11.25m GR) 

 Vacant Positions – (256 FTE; $14.8m total; $10.8m GR) 

 Pharmaceutical Services – ($1.0m GR) 

 Minority Health Initiatives – ($1.0m GR) 

 Non-Core Mission/Non-Critical – ($1.0m GR) 

 Fund Shift Administration – ($9.9m GR) 

 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Major Issues Funded 

 Benefits and Assistance at Colleges and Universities – 39 FTE; $2.5m TF 

 St. John’s Veterans’ Home Start-Up – 9 FTE; $.4m GR; 

o Veterans’ Homes Food Products – $.5m TF 

 Veterans’ Homes Expenses – $.1m TF 

 Veterans’ Homes Contracts – $1.0m TF 

 Veterans’ Homes Maintenance and Repairs – $1.4m NR TF 

 St. John’s Nursing Home Construction – $1.9m NR TF 
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Reductions 

 Fund Shift Veterans’ Homes – ($.4m GR) 

Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations 

 

Budget Highlights 

 Provided $21.5 million to the courts, the state attorneys and the public defenders to 

enhance drug courts from federal stimulus funding, in order to divert defendants from 

state prison. 

 Provided the Department of Corrections with $42.6 million and 1,056 positions for new 

correctional facilities coming on-line in FY 2009-2010. 

 Provided $5.0 million in federal stimulus funding for correctional officer equipment 

needs. 

 Provided the Department of Corrections with 948 additional positions as a result of de-

privatizing health services in Region IV and at Taylor CI, de-privatizing food services, 

and converting contract staffing to FTE positions. 

 Provided $5.5 million in fixed capital outlay to expand the food services facility at 

Lowell Correctional Institution. 

 Provided $700,000 for a Department of Corrections/Judicial prison diversion program for 

non-violent offenders. The funding may be used for drug treatment, residential and 

outpatient programming, day reporting, or other services as an alternative to prison and to 

reduce recidivism. 

 Funded a new revenue section in the Office of State Courts Administrator to assist the 

courts in tracking revenues as their budget is now more dependent on fees. Increased 

funding for due process services in the Justice Administrative Commission by 

$4.4 million. 

 Provided $5.4 million for grant funding to small counties for detention services in the 

Department of Juvenile Justice. 

 Expanded the Redirection Program in the Department of Juvenile Justice by $1.6 million 

in non-recurring general revenue and $500,000 in federal stimulus funding. This increase 

will add approximately 85 new slots, which will serve 680 additional youth in FY 2009-

2010. 

 

Budget Reductions 

 Reduced current operational funding in the Department of Corrections general revenue 

appropriations by $34.4 million. 

 Made no reductions to correctional officers in the Department of Corrections. 

 Did not privatize the Suwannee Correctional Institution or Annex. 
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 Reduced general revenue funding for the Department of Legal Affairs by $2.4 million, 

but gave the department additional budget authority to utilize $1.5 million in trust funds 

to mitigate reductions. 

 Made no reductions to the state court system. This was accomplished through creation of 

new or increased court fees in SB 1718 that creates $220 million for the State Courts 

Revenue Trust Fund and allowed the conference to reduce general revenue in the courts 

by a like amount. 

 Made no reductions to the State Attorneys. 

 Made no reductions to the Public Defenders or Regional Conflict Counsels. 

 Made no reductions to CINS/FINS, PACE Center for Girls, and Associated Marine 

Institutes in the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

 Reduced non-secure and secure bed capacity in the Department of Juvenile Justice by 

$2.9 million in general revenue. 

 Reduced Juvenile Justice Probation Services by $2.7 million in general revenue and 

65 FTEs, of which 55 positions are vacant. This represents a 5 percent reduction in the 

Department of Juvenile Justice’s probation services. 

General Government Appropriations Committee 

 

Total Budget $3,715.7 million 

 $407.7 million GR; $3,389.3 million TF; 20,816.5 positions 

 $291.5 million Federal Stimulus 

 $53.9 million or 13 percent recurring general revenue reduction 

 313 positions reduced 

 $72.3 million revenue redirected to general revenue 

 $17.1 million fee adjustments 

 

Major Issues Funded 

 Everglades Restoration – $50 million TF (bond proceeds) 

 Drinking and Wastewater Revolving Loan Programs – $93.1 million TF 

 Fiscally Constrained Counties – $23.2 million GR 

 State Parks Repair and Maintenance – $5 million TF 

 Mulberry/Piney Point Cleanup – $15.7 million TF 

 Underground Storage Tanks Cleanup – $90 million TF (bond proceeds) 

 Beaches Restoration – $5.5 million GR and $9.5 million TF (re-appropriation from 

previous years’ funds) 

 Small County Solid Waste Management Grants – $2.6 million TF 

 Boating Improvement Grants – $4.5 million TF 

 Mobile Irrigation Labs– $.4 million TF 

 Citrus Health Response Program – $7.4 million TF 

 Citrus Research – $.5 million GR 
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 Agriculture Best Management Practices – $1.4 million GR 

 Emergency Food Distribution Program, Farm Share and Food Banks – $500,000 TF 

 Child Support Automated Management System (CAMS) – $33 million TF 

 Collection Analytics System – $2.1 million TF 

 General Tax Auditors – 25 FTE and $1.3 million TF 

 Pensions and Benefits to the National Guard – $1.9 million GR 

 Continue Debt Service for State Buildings – $7.9 million TF 

 State Buildings Repair and Maintenance – $7.4 million TF 

 Lottery Instant Ticket Vending Machines – $3.9 million TF 

 Slot Operations – 11 positions and $.6 million TF to support three new facilities in 

Miami-Dade county. 

 Banking Examinations Staffing – 8 positions and $1.0 million TF for increased 

investigations and examinations of banking institutions. 

 Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System – 5 positions and $1.0 million TF for Florida’s 

participation in a national licensing and registration system for loan originators. 

 

Federal Stimulus 

 $14.9 million for the Child Support program in the Department of Revenue 

 $221.4 million for the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Loan programs 

in the Department of Environmental Protection 

 $1.7 million for the Diesel Emission Reduction Act in the Department of Environmental 

Protection 

 $11 million for the Underground Storage Tank Cleanup program in the Department of 

Environmental Protection 

 $11.2 million for Recreation and Parks programs in the Department of Environmental 

Protection 

 $14.3 million for the Divisions of Forestry, Marketing and Aquaculture in the 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

 $17 million for habitat restoration, research, law enforcement, and derelict vessel removal 

in the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

 

Revenue Adjustments 

 $.9 million from the repeal of the shoreline fishing exemption. 

 $1.9 million from a fee to support the regulation of weights and measuring devices in the 

state. 

 $1.8 million from fees to support the regulation of food safety, seed dealer and fertilizer 

programs. 

 Redirects $400,000 from forestry timber receipts redirected to support Forestry/Wildfire 

program operations. 

 $6.2 million from a noncompliant taxpayer penalty in the Department of Revenue. 
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 Redirects $35 million or 100 percent of the sales tax revenue in the Ecosystems 

Management and Restoration Trust Fund in the Department of Environmental Protection 

to the General Revenue Fund. 

 Redirects $6.3 million from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund in the Department of 

Environmental Protection to the General Revenue Fund. An increase in state park fees 

will offset this documentary stamp tax revenue redirect. 

 Redirects $2.3 million from the Water Protection and Sustainability Trust Fund in the 

Department of Environmental Protection to the General Revenue Fund. 

 Redirects $.06 million from the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund in the Fish 

and Wildlife Conservation Trust Fund to the General Revenue Fund. 

 Redirects $28.6 million or 100 percent of surplus lines tax revenue from the Insurance 

Regulatory Trust Fund in the Department of Financial Services to the General Revenue 

Fund. 

 

Reductions Due to Decline in Revenue 

 Invasive Plant Control $12.7 million – Documentary Stamp Tax Revenue Decline 

 Lake Restoration $4 million – Documentary Stamp Tax Revenue Decline 

 Land Management $4 million – Documentary Stamp Tax Revenue Decline 

Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 

 

Total budget of $9.65 billion, $289.4 million in general revenue, and $9.36 billion in trust funds. 

 

Department of Military Affairs 

 Florida National Guard Tuition Assistance Program – $1.6 million 

 Maximized Federal Funds through National Guard Cooperative Agreements providing 

for Capital Improvement Projects – $13.44 million 

 

Department of State 

 Provided $1.2 million for Library Cooperative Grants 

 Provided $2.5 million for Cultural and Museum Grants 

 Provided $550,000 for Historic Preservation Grants 

 Provided $12.8 million to maintain Library Grant funding to continue maintenance of 

effort in the receipt of $8.4 million in federal funding 

 Provided $344,256 from nonrecurring GR to Reimburse Counties for Special Elections 

for legislative seats 

 Eliminated 17 Vacant Positions for a savings of $666,681 in GR 

 

Department of Community Affairs 

 Small Cities Community Developmental Block Grants – $33 million. 

 Weatherization Grants for Low Income Persons – $11.7 million. 

 $65.5 million for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 
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 Provided $30 million for the Florida Homebuyer Opportunity Program and SHIP 

 Provided $1 million for the preservation of public housing 

 Provided $1 million for Civil legal assistance 

 Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery – $17 million 

 Federal Stimulus Funding: 

o Community Services Block Grant Assistance – $29.1 million 

o Weatherization Grants – $158 million 

o Small Cities Community Developmental Block Grants – $7.5 million 

 

Division of Emergency Management 

 Emergency Management Performance Grants – $7.5 million. 

 $7 million for the Residential Construction Mitigation program and $5 million for the 

Pre-disaster Mitigation Program. 

 Hurricane Shelter Retrofits – $3 million. 

 $5.8 million for Repetitive Flood Loss Programs. 

 Interoperable Data Communication Systems – $34.5 million. 

 $274.4 million in hurricane-related recovery funds. 

 

Department of Transportation 

 Elimination of 17 FTE (vacant) and a redirection of $18.9 million in operating funds to 

the Work Program. 

 Increased Utility Costs for Highway Lighting – $5.8 million 

 11 FTE and $11.3 million for Motor Carrier Compliance Program. 

 Transportation Infrastructure Pilot Program – $8 million. 

 $3 million to Retrofit and Reinforce Traffic Signals Along Evacuation Routes 

 Small County Resurfacing Assistance Program (SCRAP) – $25.3 million. 

 Small County Outreach Program – $23.5 million. 

 County Incentive Grant Program – $68 million. 

 Department of Transportation Work Program Total – $5.5 billion. 

 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

 Florida Highway Patrol – 

o Maintains FHP operations with no further reductions 

o Equipment for the FHP – $1.5 m 

o Federal Real ID Grant Compliance Grant – $5.8 m 

 Various fee increases support the shift of expenditures from the General Revenue Fund to 

the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund reflecting a savings to the General Revenue 

Fund of over $100 million. 

 

Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development 

 Economic Incentives Programs – $23.6 million for the QTI (Qualified Targeted 

Industries Tax Incentives), QDC (Qualified Defense Contractors Tax Incentives), 

Brownfield Redevelopment Projects, and other economic development programs. 
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 $11.4 million for Enterprise Florida. 

 $25.0 million for Visit Florida. 

 $10.8 million for Film Incentives 

 $200,000 provided for the Hispanic Business Initiative Fund Outreach Program. 

 $2.75 million for the Black Business Investment Board and the Black Business Loan 

Program 

 $1.0 million provided for Military Base Protection and Defense Related Grants. 

 $20 million funded for Economic Development Transportation Projects. 

 $3.8 million provided for Space Florida. 

 $1.65 million for Space, Defense and Rural Infrastructure. 

 $13.5 million for the Quick Action Closing Fund. 

 

Agency for Workforce Innovation 

 Maintained funding for School Readiness by utilizing state trust funds and protected 

receipt of federal stimulus funds. 

 Continued the Non-Custodial Parent Program at $1.4 million and HIPPY (Home 

Instruction Program for Pre-School Youngsters) at $1.4 million 

 Continued $3 million for T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher Education and Compensation Helps) 

Program to enhance the quality of childcare 

 Reduced administrative costs in Early Learning Program $712,400 from recurring GR 

 Provided $6 million in state and federal funds for the Early Learning Information System 

(ELIS) 

 Provided $8 million in non-recurring Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

for Regional Workforce Boards 

 Provided an additional $2.8 million in state trust funds for the Workforce Program and 

authorized a $2 million transfer to Department of Military Affairs for About Face and 

Forward March programs 

  Provided $3.3 million from nonrecurring GR funding for the Quick Response Training 

Program 

 Provided 150 FTE and authorized $50 million in federal Unemployment Comp 

administrative funds to handle increased workload 

 Provided $2 million in federal Unemployment Comp administrative funds for Phase 2 of 

the UC Claims and Benefits System replacement 

 Provided $650,000 from federal funds for capital repairs to Reed Act facilities statewide. 
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 Federal Stimulus Funding: 

o School Readiness – $73.3 million. 

o Workforce Programs – $106.3 million 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009, except as otherwise 

provided. 

Vote:  Senate 32-8; House 75-43 

 

SB 2602 — Implementing the 2009-2010 General Appropriations Act 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means 

This bill, relating to implementing appropriations, provides the following substantive 

modifications for FY 2009-2010: 

 

Section 2 authorizes the Department of Corrections and the Department of Juvenile Justice to 

make expenditures to defray costs incurred by a municipality or county for facilities operated 

under the authority of each department. The payment may not exceed 1 percent of the 

construction costs, less any building impact fees paid to the local government. 

 

Section 3 allows the Executive Office of the Governor to request additional positions and other 

resources, including fixed capital outlay, for the Department of Corrections, if the Criminal 

Justice Estimating Conference projects a certain increase in the inmate population and the 

additional positions are approved by the Legislative Budget Commission. 

 

Section 4 authorizes the Department of Legal Affairs to spend funds from Specific 

Appropriations 1266 and 1267 on the same programs and in the same method as was done in 

FY 2008-2009. 

 

Section 5 authorizes the Department of Legal Affairs to transfer cash remaining after required 

disbursements from certain Attorney General case numbers to the Operating Trust Fund to pay 

salaries and benefits. 

 

Section 6 allows the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to request a loan for the State Courts 

Revenue Trust Fund if the Revenue Estimating Conference projects that the revenue deposited 

into the trust fund will be less than 98 percent of the amount appropriated from the trust fund. 

 

Section 7 allows a municipality to expend funds in a special law enforcement trust fund to 

reimburse the general fund for moneys advanced from the general fund to the special law 

enforcement trust fund prior to October 1, 2001. 

 

Section 8 directs the Department of Transportation to reduce the work program levels to balance 

the finance plan based on the 2009-2010 General Appropriations Act and prioritizes the types of 

projects to be deferred. 
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Section 9 directs the Department of Transportation to transfer funds to the Office of Tourism, 

Trade, and Economic Development in an amount equal to $20,300,000 for the purpose of 

funding economic development transportation projects. This transfer shall not reduce, delete, or 

defer any existing projects funded, as of July 1, 2009, in the Department of Transportation’s 

5-year work program. 

 

Section 10 grants authority to the Governor to recommend the initiation of fixed capital outlay 

projects funded by federal grants through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

The recommendations are subject to approval by the Legislative Budget Commission. 

 

Section 11 grants authority to the Executive Office of the Governor to transfer funds 

appropriated for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to specific appropriation 

categories established to track the expenditure of such funds. 

 

Section 12 authorizes the Department of Children and Families to allocate funds appropriated for 

forensic mental health treatment services to the areas of the state having the greatest demand for 

services and treatment capacity and to allocate Community-Based Medicaid Administrative 

Claiming funds in proportion to contributed provider earnings. 

 

Section 13 suspends the nursing home lease bond requirements for FY 2009-2010. 

 

Section 14 requires the Department of Health to issue a request for proposal for the financing, 

design and construction for a replacement facility for the A.G. Holley State Hospital and for the 

provision of hospital services and other operations currently provided by the A.G. Holley State 

Hospital. Authorizes tax exempt certificates of participation to finance the project and a lease-

purchase agreement. 

 

Section 15 modifies FY 2008-2009 proviso related to the Low Income Pool funding in order to 

reduce the current year appropriation by roughly $130 million. This funding is appropriated in 

FY 2009-2010. 

 

Section 16 extends the authority of the Department of Children and Family Services to 

reorganize. 

 

Section 17 implements legislative intent regarding the use of funds in Specific Appropriation 

278A and 288A requiring all public and private agencies and institutions participating in child 

welfare cases to enter certain information into the Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN) in 

order to maintain the accuracy and usefulness of the automated child welfare case management 

system; directs the Department of Children and Family Services to work with the Office of the 

State Courts Administrator to allow a judge or magistrate to access FSFN information 

concerning cases to which they are assigned, by the date of the network’s release during 

FY 2009-2010; and instructs the department to submit a report on its progress on providing 

access to the Florida Safe Families Network by February 1, 2010. 
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Section 18 requires that contracts between the Department of Children and Family Services and 

community-based care agencies be funded by a grant of general revenue, other state trust funds, 

and applicable federal funding sources and authorizes certain expenditures. 

 

Section 19 allows the Agency for Health Care Administration to exclude certain entities from 

participating in the hospitalist program and authorizes the Agency to continue the physician 

lock-in program for certain patients. 

 

Section 20 makes a technical correction to proviso contained in Specific Appropriation 438 

relating to crisis counseling requiring that a maximum of 2.5 percent be spent on direct services 

per direct client service provider per year. 

 

Section 21 allows the Executive Office of the Governor to transfer funds appropriated for the 

payment of risk management insurance premiums between departments. The amendment to the 

approved operating budget is subject to the notice and objection procedures of s. 216.177, F.S. 

 

Section 22 allows the Executive Office of the Governor to transfer funds appropriated for the 

payment of human resource management assessments between departments. The amendment to 

the approved operating budget is subject to the notice and objection procedures of s. 216.177, 

F.S. 

 

Section 23 allows the Executive Office of the Governor to transfer funds appropriated for the 

payment of salary and benefits between departments. The amendment to the approved operating 

budget is subject to the notice and objection procedures of s. 216.177, F.S. 

 

Section 24 clarifies the method for calculating impacts on ad valorem tax revenue for fiscally 

constrained counties resulting from revisions of Article VII of the State Constitution. 

 

Section 26 authorizes the Department of Citrus to deposit funds derived from the sale of 

property into the Citrus Advertising Trust Fund. 

 

Section 27 removes the prohibition of funding reserve funds from bond proceeds. 

 

Section 29 requires the Department of Management Services to submit an analysis of the 

disposition of all state-owned facilities and the effect of disposal. 

 

Section 30 prioritizes the distribution of funds in the Water Management Lands Trust Fund 

within the Department of Environmental Protection for FY 2009-2010 only. 

 

Section 31 provides site selection and cleanup criteria for the removal of contaminated soil as it 

relates to the use of the Inland Protection Trust Fund within the Department of Environmental 

Protection. 

 

Section 32 expands current funding provisions for the Ecosystem Management and Restoration 

Trust Fund within the Department of Environmental Protection to allow for the funding of 

activities which preserve and repair the state’s beaches. 
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Section 34 authorizes moneys in the General Inspection Trust Fund to be appropriated for certain 

programs operated by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

 

Section 35 permits the Department of Environmental Protection to award grants equally to 

certain small counties for solid waste programs. 

 

Section 36 allows the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to extend, revise or 

renew a contract related to promotion of agriculture. 

 

Section 37 prohibits a state agency from adopting certain rules or policies related to nitrogen-

reduction limits until the final report mandated by Specific Appropriation 471 is completed. 

 

Section 38 shifts 5 percent of the entertainment industry financial incentive funding from the 

digital media projects queue to the independent Florida filmmaker queue. 

 

Section 39 allows Enterprise Florida to advance up to $600,000 to the Institute for 

Commercialization of Public Research for its operations. 

 

Section 41 extends the expiration date of paragraph (n) to allow funds in the State Transportation 

Trust Fund to be used for administrative expenses of a multicounty transportation or expressway 

authority created under ch. 343 or ch. 348, F.S., where jurisdiction for the authority includes a 

portion of the State Highway System until July 1, 2010. 

 

Section 42 authorizes funds from the State Transportation Trust Fund to be used to pay for 

county and school district transportation infrastructure improvements. 

 

Section 43 permits funds to be transferred from the State Transportation Trust Fund to the 

General Revenue Fund as specified in the 2009-2010 General Appropriations Act. 

 

Section 44 allows a participant in an adult or youth work experience activity administered by the 

Agency for Workforce Innovation to be provided workers’ compensation insurance coverage 

through the state’s risk management pool. 

 

Section 45 allows the Department of Transportation to fund operating and maintenance costs 

associated with publicly owned airport security projects. 

 

Section 47 creates the Florida Homebuyer Opportunity Program within the Florida Housing 

Finance Corporation, and specifies program operation, administration and criteria. 

 

Section 48 reduces the salaries of members of the Legislature by 7 percent – adjusting the 

members’ June 30, 2009 salaries. This is equivalent to a 2 percent reduction to the salary earned 

during FY 2008-2009. 

 

Section 49 extends the authorization of payments into the state employee health savings 

accounts. 
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Section 50 extends the authorization to assign an employee from one agency to another agency if 

recommended by the Governor and approved by the chairs of the respective legislative 

appropriations committees. 

 

Section 51 requires each agency to review the use of cellular telephones, PDAs and other 

wireless devices by employees and submit a report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives by September 1, 2009. 

 

Section 52 reenacts s. 215.32, F.S., to authorize the Legislature to transfer in the General 

Appropriations Act unencumbered trust fund balances to the General Revenue Fund or the 

Budget Stabilization Fund. 

 

Section 53 reenacts s. 215.5601, F.S., to clarify that certain withdrawals from the Chiles 

Endowment Fund are to be treated as reductions in contributed principal to the Fund. 

 

Section 54 extends the initial appointments to the Energy and Climate Commission until the 

2010 Regular Session. This commission has duties related to the implementation and 

administration of federal monies received for energy programs. 

 

Section 56 repeals s. 49 of ch. 2008-153, L.O.F., relating to the provisions of s. 215.5601, F.S., 

reverting back to the language as it existed on June 30, 2008. 

 

Section 57 provides a legislative determination that the authorization and issuance of state debt 

is in the best interest of the state and is necessary to address a critical state emergency. 

 

Section 58 limits the use of state funds for travel by state employees during FY 2009-2010. 

 

Section 59 specifies that no section will take effect if the appropriations and proviso to which it 

relates are vetoed. 

 

Section 60 provides that a permanent change made by another law to any of the same statutes 

amended by this bill takes precedence over the provision in this bill. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect June 29, 2009, except as otherwise 

provided. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 74-44 

 

HB 5013 — Transportation 
by Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations Committee and Rep. Glorioso 

This bill revises the definition of roadside beautification to include conservation, enhancement, 

and stabilization and requires the purchase of plant materials from in-state commercial nurseries. 

The bill removes the funding cap for design and build projects funded under the American 

Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009. The bill recognizes that construction aggregate materials 
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mining is an industry of critical importance and that the mining of construction aggregate 

materials is in the public interest. The bill revises eligibility and prioritization criteria for the 

Small County Outreach Program. The bill revises requirements for the logo sign program on the 

interstate highway system; authorizes a rotation-based logo program; requires the department to 

adopt rules that set reasonable rates for annual permit fees; caps the annual permit fee for sign 

locations inside an urban area at $5,000, and for sign locations outside the defined urban area at 

$2,500. The bill authorizes the Hillsborough County Expressway Authority to make and issue 

bonds for the purpose of financing all or part of the improvement or extension of the expressway 

system. The bill authorizes the Northwest Florida Regional Transportation Planning 

Organization to conduct a feasibility study of advance-funding transportation capacity projects 

with recommendations provided to the legislature. The bill requires the Department of 

Community Affairs in consultation with the Department of Transportation to implement an 

Energy Economic Zone Pilot Project focused on creating green economic development, 

infrastructure and jobs. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 118-0 
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Regulated Industries 

PROFESSIONS 

CS/HB 63 — Auctioneers 
by General Government Policy Council and Rep. Boyd and others (CS/SB 482 by Regulated 

Industries Committee and Senator Baker) 

This bill requires applicants for licensure as auctioneers or auctioneer apprentices to file a 

complete set of fingerprints for submission to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(FDLE) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It requires that the fingerprints be in an 

electronic format. It provides that the FDLE will conduct the state criminal records check and the 

FBI will conduct a national criminal records check. The Florida Board of Auctioneers (board) 

within the Department of Business and Professional Regulation (department) is required to 

review results of the state and national criminal records to determine whether the applicant has 

committed acts or offenses that disqualify him or her from licensure. 

 

The vendors and agencies that are authorized by rule of the department to perform the 

fingerprinting must collect the fingerprinting fee and pay the FDLE for the cost of processing. 

According to the department and the FDLE, the cost for electronic fingerprint submissions for 

state and national criminal history background checks is $43.25. 

 

The bill requires that both the application for licensure as an auctioneer apprentice and the 

license itself must be signed by the licensed auctioneer who will serve as the sponsor of the 

apprentice. The bill requires that the auctioneer apprentice’s sponsor regularly review the records 

of the apprentice, which the board requires the sponsor to maintain, in order to determine if the 

apprentice’s records are accurate and current. 

 

The bill requires auction businesses to be licensed and specifies license application requirements 

for an auction business, including the disclosure of the business’ legal name and fictitious names, 

a complete set of fingerprints of each natural person who controls 20 percent or more in the 

business, and evidence of financial responsibility. The bill also makes auction businesses subject 

to the disciplinary provisions currently applicable to auctioneers and auctioneer apprentices. It 

provides a five-year disqualification from either licensure as an auctioneer or apprentice or 

holding an ownership interest in an auction business, for any person whose license has been 

revoked. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-2; House 117-0 
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CS/CS/SB 1640 — Public Accountancy 
by General Government Appropriations Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; and 

Senator Jones 

The bill provides for practice mobility for certified public accountants (CPAs). Practice mobility 

permits a CPA in another state who is not licensed in Florida, but is licensed in another state, to 

perform limited accounting services in Florida without obtaining a Florida license, notifying or 

registering with the board, or paying a fee. According to the Florida Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants, 38 states have adopted practice mobility statutes. The types of accountancy 

services that may be provided under practice mobility include tax advisory services or consulting 

services in Florida from out-of-state. However, a CPA without a Florida license could not 

provide the types of services that require the expression of an opinion or an attestation by the 

CPA. 

 

The bill exempts certified public accountants from the requirement of a laws and rules 

examination as a condition of license renewal. The bill requires CPAs to have at least 

150 semester hours of college education, including a baccalaureate or higher degree by an 

accredited college or university. The 150 semester hours of college education required by the bill 

equal the same number of total educational hours that are required under current law. The bill 

provides an exception to the work experience requirement for any person who has completed the 

required 150 semester hours of college education on or before December 31, 2008, and who has 

passed the licensure examination on or before June 30, 2010. 

 

The bill permits CPAs whose license is inactive or delinquent to apply for reactivation without 

having to complete all of the continuing education hours for all of the biennial licensure periods 

during which the licensee was inactive or delinquent. The continuing education required for 

reactivation is that required for the most recent two-year license period plus one-half of the 

required continuing education, which is a minimum of 48 hours. A minimum of eight hours of 

continuing education must be in ethics subjects approved by the board. This bill provides a six-

month amnesty for an inactive licensee that limits the required continuing education to 

120 hours. 

 

The bill provides that seven members of the Board of Accountancy (board) must be certified 

public accountants licensed in Florida and have practiced full-time in Florida for at least five 

years. The bill would permit past board members to serve a term of two years, and provides that 

they may be reappointed for additional terms. Current law limits past board members to serving a 

maximum of two years. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 117-0 
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TIMESHARES 

CS/HB 61 — Temporary Accommodations 
by Economic Development Policy Committee and Rep. Precourt and others (CS/SB 392 by 

Finance and Tax Committee and Senator Haridopolos) 

The bill clarifies the laws governing state and local taxes due from timeshare transactions and 

from transient stays at timeshare resorts. The bill provides that the tourist development tax, the 

tourist impact tax, the transient rentals tax, and the convention development tax are applicable to 

transient stays at timeshare resorts. 

 

The bill specifies the types of transactions that are not subject to the tourist development tax, the 

tourist impact tax, the transient rentals tax, and the convention development tax. The exempted 

transactions include timeshare exchanges, fees charged by a third party to facilitate a timeshare 

exchange and inspection packages. Inspection packages are a timeshare marketing practice in 

which the seller or operator of a timeshare offers a one-time inspection privilege package to 

prospective timeshare buyers. 

 

The bill includes mobile home parks, recreational vehicle parks, and condominiums as the types 

of facilities that may be subject to a transient rental tax. These types of facilities are currently 

specifically listed as the types of facilities that are subject to the local option tourist development 

tax, the tourist impact tax, and the convention development tax. 

 

The bill permits timeshare companies to offer debt cancellation products with regard to the sale 

of timeshare interests. It requires that every public offering of a timeshare plan that is not a 

multisite timeshare plan must provide a statement that a timeshare owner’s obligation to pay 

assessments continues for the duration of ownership and a person inheriting an interest is 

responsible for its payment. The bill also requires a timeshare interest resale service provider to 

provide a description of any fees and costs that must be paid, their due date and the ratio of 

timeshare interests listed versus sold by the provider for a two year period. 

 

The bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2009. The bill further provides that it is intended to 

be clarifying and remedial in nature, and does not provide a basis for assessments of tax, or 

refunds of tax, for periods prior to July 1, 2009. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 112-0 
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CONSTRUCTION 

SB 2064 — Construction Defects 
by Senator Altman 

The bill provides uniform use of terms, defines new terms, and provides clarification for when 

the provisions of ch. 558, F.S., apply to construction defect cases. 

 

The bill defines ―completion of a building or improvement‖ and amends the definition of 

―service.‖ The bill revises procedures for notice and opportunity to repair certain defects. The 

bill specifies that there are no construction lien rights for destructive testing under certain 

circumstances. The bill provides that the exchange of discoverable information between the 

claimant and person served with notice must occur within 30 days. The bill provides that the 

parties may agree in writing to mediation in the contract or at any time thereafter. The bill further 

provides that unless the parties agree, after October 1, 2009, all written contracts must contain a 

notice that any claims for defects are subject to the notice and cure provisions of ch. 558, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 118-0 

 

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

CS/CS/CS/CS/HB 425 — Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation 
by Full Appropriations Council on General Government and Healthcare; Government Operations 

Appropriations Committee; General Government Policy Council; Insurance, Business, and 

Financial Affairs Policy Committee; and Rep. Plakon and others (CS/CS/SB 2262 by 

Community Affairs Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; and Senator Gaetz) 

The bill revises provisions related to jurisdiction of the Department of Business and Professional 

Regulation (DBPR), including provisions related to application requirements, disciplinary 

guidelines, criminal proceedings, talent agencies, building code, public accountancy, real estate, 

barbers, cosmetology, construction, electrical contracting, Florida State Boxing Commission, 

hotels and restaurants, service operations, engineering, and the hospitality education program. 

 

General Licensing [s. 455.213(1), F.S.] 

The bill removes the general requirement that an application for licensure include a notarized 

signature of the applicant for all license types. 

 

Discipline [s. 455.227, F.S.] 

The bill adds two additional grounds for disciplining a licensee. A licensee may be disciplined 

for failing to report the plea to a crime or conviction of a crime to the board or department within 
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30 days after conviction or entry of a plea to a crime in any jurisdiction and for being terminated 

from a treatment program for impaired practitioners for failure to comply, without good cause, 

with the terms for monitoring rehabilitation progress or success. 

 

Criminal Proceedings [s. 455.2274, F.S.] 

The bill creates s. 455.2274, F.S., to specify that a DBPR representative may voluntarily appear 

in a criminal proceeding against a licensee in order to provide pertinent information about the 

licensee. 

 

Talent Agencies [ch. 468, F.S.] 

The bill amends several requirements for talent agencies relating to records management. The 

bill requires the talent agency to give each applicant a copy of a contract within 24 hours after 

the contract’s execution. The bill requires the talent agency to notify an artist in writing that the 

artist has three business days to rescind the contract for employment. The bill prohibits a talent 

agency from dividing fees without written consent of the artist. The bill also increases the 

penalty for violations of the practice act from $1,000 to $5,000. 

 

Building Code Training [ch. 468, 471, 481, and 489, F.S.] 

Current law requires engineers, architects, interior designers, and contractors to successfully 

complete the building code core curriculum prior to licensure. The bill removes the core 

curriculum licensure examination requirement. 

 

Public Accounting Examination [s. 473.311, F.S.] 

The bill removes the reference to the laws and rules examination for CPAs. As a result, CPAs 

will no longer be required to take the laws and rules examination prior to licensure. 

 

Real Estate Brokers and Sales Associates [ch. 475, F.S.] 

Current law provides that continuing education requirements do not apply to an attorney who is 

otherwise qualified to conduct real estate related activities. The bill specifies that to be exempt 

from continuing education requirements, the attorney must be a member in good standing with 

the Florida Bar. 

 

Barbers’ Board [s. 476.134, F.S.] 

The bill removes the requirement for a practical examination and requires that the barbers’ 

examination include a written test only. 

 

Cosmetology [s. 477.0265, F.S.] 

The bill increases the fee cap for a cosmetologist license from $25 to $50. 
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Architecture and Interior Design [s. 481.229, F.S.] 

The bill specifies that an exemption from licensure exists for a manufacturer of commercial food 

service equipment or the manufacturer’s representative, distributor, or dealer or an employee 

thereof, who prepares designs, specifications, or layouts for the sale or installation of such 

equipment if it is not used for construction, does not affect lifesafety systems, and provides that 

the designs are not architectural, interior, or engineering designs. 

 

Construction [ch. 489, F.S.] 

The bill increases the fee cap for a construction contractor license from $200 to $250. 

 

The bill clarifies the difference between a state specialty contractor license issued by DBPR and 

a local specialty license issued by a local government and removes the requirement that 

applicants for registered construction contractor licenses provide a copy of a local occupational 

license. 

 

The bill reorganizes and expands the parameters of the existing disclosure document for property 

owners acting as their own contractor and requires a homeowner to sign the disclosure statement 

prior to obtaining a permit. 

 

The bill removes the requirement that an applicant obtain a certificate of authority for a business 

organization when the applicant proposes to engage in contracting under a business organization. 

Instead, an applicant for a contractor’s license will apply to DBPR to act as the qualifying agent 

of the business organization as part of the licensure requirement for a registered or certified 

license. 

 

Construction and Electrical Contracting [ch. 489, F.S.] 

Under current law, an unlicensed construction or electrical contractor cannot enforce their 

contract. The bill specifies that an individual is considered unlicensed if they do not have a 

required state license. The bill specifies that this provision is retroactive and applies to contracts 

entered into on or after October 1, 2000. 

 

Division of Hotels and Restaurants [ch. 509, F.S.] 

The bill makes the three-year pilot program that allows patrons’ dogs within designated outdoor 

areas of food service establishments permanent. 

 

The bill repeals the rate notification and advertisement requirements and related enforcement 

penalties for public lodging establishments. 

 

Hospitality Education Program [s. 509.302, F.S.] 

The bill makes the goal of the Hospitality Education Program (HEP) to provide training courses 

to transition hospitality education students from school to careers in the restaurant or lodging 
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industries. This change eliminates all licensee and licensee’s employee compliance training 

programs currently provided by the program. The bill requires that at least 68 percent of the HEP 

funds collected must be used for careers in the restaurant industry, and at least 14 percent must 

be used for careers in the lodging industry. 

 

Florida State Boxing Commission [ch. 548, F.S.] 

The bill creates a definition for the term ―event‖ to mean ―one or more matches comprising a 

show.‖ 

 

The bill specifies that the Florida State Boxing Commission must approve the sanctioning 

organization for amateur mixed martial arts events. 

 

Division of Service Operations [ss. 20.165 and 455.217, F.S.] 

The bill creates the Division of Service Operations within DBPR. The bill amends s. 455.217(1), 

F.S., to transfer from the Division of Technology to the newly created Division of Service 

Operations the department’s responsibilities related to professional examinations. The bill 

clarifies that the department shall use qualified testing vendors to develop, prepare, and evaluate 

exams. 

 

Engineering [s. 471.003, F.S.] 

The bill increases the value of an electrical, plumbing, or air-conditioning and refrigeration 

system from $50,000 to $125,000 under the licensed engineer exemptions. 

 

Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability 

The bill provides that OPPAGA shall perform a study and make recommendations to the 

Legislature by December 1, 2009, regarding the enactment of laws to provide for protection and 

remedies from existing and unregulated online poker activities. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect on October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 37-0; House 116-0 
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GAMING 

CS/CS/SB 788 — Gaming 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means; Regulated Industries Committee; and 

Senators Jones and King 

The bill includes the following provisions relating to an Indian gaming compact between the 

State and the Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida (Tribe): 

 Grants the Governor the authority to execute an Indian gaming compact on behalf of the 

State with the Tribe for the purpose of authorizing Class III gaming on the Tribe’s lands; 

 Provides the form of the compact and specifies the minimum terms and standards 

required for a valid compact; 

 Requires that the negotiated compact be ratified by the Legislature; 

 Requires ratification of amendments to the compact if they alter the provisions related to 

covered games, the amount of revenue sharing payments, suspension or reduction of 

payments, or exclusivity; 

 Provides that revenue sharing payments from the Tribe must be deposited into the 

Educational Enhancement Trust Fund; 

 Authorizes the Governor to negotiate agreements with the Indian Tribes for all taxes, 

including sales taxes; 

 Provides legislative intent to review the compact within 5 years in order to consider the 

authorization of additional Class III games; and 

 Designates the Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering of the Department of Business and 

Professional Regulation to monitor the Tribe’s compliance with the compact. 

 

The bill provides that an Indian gaming compact between the State and Tribe must: 

 Have a 15-year term; 

 Permit the Tribe to offer no-limit poker and slot machines at seven specified tribal 

casinos; 

 Permit the Tribe to conduct banked card games, including blackjack, chemin de fer, and 

baccarat, only at tribal casinos in Broward County and Hillsborough County; 

 Require a guaranteed minimum payment of $150 million; 

 Require the Tribe to make revenue sharing payments to the state based on the following 

annual amounts: 

o 12 percent of net win up to $2.5 billion, 

o 15 percent of net win between $2.5 billion and $3 billion; 

o 20 percent of net win between $3 billion and $4 billion; 

o 22.5 percent of net win between $4 billion and 4.5 billion; and 

o 25 percent of any net win above $4.5 billion. 
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 Require the Tribe to waive sovereign immunity for tort claims by patrons in the amount 

of $500,000 per person and $1 million per incident; 

 Require the Tribe to maintain insurance of $1 million per occurrence and $10 million in 

the aggregate; 

 Permit the state to inspect public and non-public areas of the Tribe’s gaming facilities 

with at least concurrent notice and with no limitations on the number of random 

inspections; 

 Require annual slot machine compliance audits; 

 Prohibit persons under 21 years of age from entering the casino floor and from playing 

the covered games; 

 Require a $250,000 per facility annual donation to a compulsive gambling program; 

 Require that the Tribe provide a process for employee disputes that permits the tribal 

employee to be represented by an attorney or other legally-authorized representative, 

including language interpreters; 

 Provide a process for resolving compact disputes between the State and the Tribe through 

specified presuit nonbinding arbitration; and 

 Require the Tribe to use its best efforts to spend its revenue in this state to acquire goods 

and services from Florida-based vendors, professionals, and material and service 

providers. 

 

The bill includes the following provisions related to pari-mutuel wagering: 

 Provides a gradual increase in the number of performances that comprise a full schedule 

of live racing for quarter horses; 

 Streamlines regulatory procedures for the pari-mutuel industry by: 

o Changing the term ―year‖ to fiscal year instead of calendar year; 

o Requiring monthly payment of taxes instead of weekly beginning on July 1, 2012; 

o Providing a consistent definition of the term ―conviction‖; 

o Providing flexibility for occupational license renewal and fees; 

o Providing enhanced fingerprint regulations; and 

o Expanding the current cruelty to animal prohibitions. 

 Provides for greater flexibility of breeders’ and stallion awards; 

 Allows quarter horse permitholders to run thoroughbred races up to 50 percent of the 

time; 

 Authorizes a quarter horse permit to convert to a limited thoroughbred permit; 

 Restricts quarter horse permit holders to a 35-mile lease restriction; 

 Authorizes a jai alai permit to convert to a greyhound permit if certain requirements are 

satisfied; 
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 Provides for a reduction of the tax rate on slot machine revenue from 50 percent to 

35 percent with a guarantee of tax revenue to be that which was collected in 2008-2009; 

 Provides for a gradual reduction of the slot machine annual license fee from $3 million to 

$2 million; 

 Allows for slot machines to be linked using a progressive system; 

 Provides that the payout percentage of a slot machine facility shall be no less than 

85 percent; 

 Authorizes Class III slot machines in a county that has had a referendum approving slots 

or has a referendum approving slots that was approved by law or the Constitution 

provided that such facility has conducted 2 years of racing and complies with other 

requirements for slot licensure; 

 Provides that an initial cardroom license shall not be issued unless the permitholder has a 

facility and has begun racing; 

 Allows for the conduct of no-limit poker in cardrooms; and 

 Extends the hours of cardroom operation from 12 hours per day to 18 hours per day 

Monday through Friday and 24 hours per day on Saturday and Sunday. 

 

The bill provides a contingent effective date. 

 The Indian gaming compact provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

 The pari-mutuel wagering provisions take effect only if: 

o The Governor and an authorized representative of the Tribe execute an Indian 

Gaming Compact pursuant to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 and 

requirements of this act, 

o The compact is ratified by the Legislature, and 

o The compact is approved or deemed approved, and not voided pursuant to the terms 

of this act, by the Department of the Interior. 

Such sections take effect on the date that the approved compact is published in the 

Federal Register. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 31-9; House 82-35 
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HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES 

CS/CS/HB 293 — Motor Vehicle and Mobile Home Title Transfer 
by Full Appropriations Council on Education and Economic Development; Economic 

Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; and Rep. Rogers and others (CS/SB 906 

by Judiciary Committee and Senator Smith) 

This bill contains several recommendations of the Automobile Lenders Industry Task Force, 

which was created by the Legislature in 2008. In addition, the bill modifies and clarifies statutory 

notification requirements and jurisdictional matters relating to the impounding, recovery, towing 

and storage of motor vehicles and vessels, amends provisions relating to motor vehicle 

immobilization or impoundment subsequent to a DUI conviction, and modifies laws regarding 

the electronic filing system. The bill: 

 Places additional requirements upon owners when transferring motor vehicles. 

 Allows, under certain conditions, the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

(department) to withhold registration, renewal of registration, or replacement registration. 

 Provides specific definitions of ―immobilization,‖ ―immobilization agency,‖ and 

―impoundment.‖ Eliminates the return receipt requirement for notification letters sent by 

impounding agencies and towing companies to vehicle and vessel owners, lienholders, 

and other interested parties. Expands the ability of lienholders relating to taking 

possession of impounded vehicles. Provides upon issuing an order of impoundment or 

immobilization, the court order must include the name and telephone numbers of all 

mobilization agencies meeting specified criteria. Requires all costs and fees for the 

impoundment or immobilization to be paid directly to the person impounding or 

immobilizing the vehicle. Provides when motor vehicle immobilizations are not 

performed by a local government agency, private businesses directed by the court to 

perform these services must meet minimum criteria. 

 Preempts to the state, jurisdiction over the outsourced electronic filing system for use by 

licensed motor vehicle dealers. Allows a licensed motor vehicle dealer to charge 

customers a fee for use of the electronic filing system. Requires a temporary tag be issued 

and displayed during the time an application for a transfer of a registration license plate is 

processed. Requires a licensed motor vehicle dealer to provide certain required 

information via an electronic system to the department when the owner of a vehicle 

transfers a registration license plate to a replacement or substitute vehicle acquired from 

the dealer. Requires the dealer to give the owner written notice documenting the transfer 

if the dealer cannot provide the required transfer information to the department under 

certain circumstances. 

 Requires, by January 1, 2010, the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government 

Accountability, with input from the department and from affected parties, including tax 

collectors, service providers, and motor vehicle dealers, to report to the President of the 
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Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the status of the outsourced 

electronic filing system, including program standards and statutory compliance. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009, except as otherwise 

specified in the bill. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 

 

CS/SB 344 — Dori Slosberg and Katie Marchetti Safety Belt Law 
by Transportation Committee and Senators Rich, Oelrich, Jones, Hill, Altman, Lynn, Storms, 

Bullard, Deutch, Gaetz, Lawson, and Joyner 

The bill (Chapter 2009-32, L.O.F.), cited as the ―Dori Slosberg and Katie Marchetti Safety Belt 

Law,‖ amends the ―Florida Safety Belt Law‖ to provide for primary enforcement of the safety 

belt law for operators and front seat passengers. Section 316.614, F.S., currently provides for 

primary enforcement of the safety belt law for all passengers under 18 years of age and 

secondary enforcement of the safety belt law for operators and front seat passengers over 18 

years of age. The bill would allow law enforcement officers to stop motorists solely for not using 

their safety belts. A person violating this section would be cited for a nonmoving violation, 

punishable by a $30 fine. 

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect June 30, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 33-4; House 95-20 

 

CS/CS/HB 405 — Delivery Vehicles 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; Insurance, Business, and 

Financial Affairs Policy Council; and Rep. Nelson and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 1088 by 

Commerce Committee; Community Affairs Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senator 

Altman) 

The bill creates a new subsection (3) of s. 316.2126, F.S., authorizing ―seasonal delivery 

personnel‖ to use golf carts, low-speed vehicles, and utility vehicles on certain roads within 

residential areas, having a posted speed limit of 35 mph or less, for the purpose of delivering 

goods from October 15 through December 31 of each year. However, seasonal delivery 

personnel are prohibited from driving golf carts on roads having a speed limit of 30 to 35 mph 

when a municipality’s ordinance prohibits such conduct. The bill requires any vehicle operated, 

as authorized in the bill, to meet certain safety requirements. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 34-3; House 102-13 
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CS/CS/HB 481 — Highway Safety 
by Full Appropriations Council on General Government and Health Care; Public Safety and 

Domestic Security Policy Committee; and Rep. Kreegal and others (CS/CS/SB 1114 by Policy 

and Steering Committee on Ways and Means; Criminal Justice Committee; and Senator Richter) 

The bill assesses an additional $65 civil penalty for failure to stop for a school bus, reckless 

driving, and racing on highways. The $65 is deposited into the Administrative Trust Fund. The 

bill directs funds collected from the $65 fine imposed by the bill to be distributed as follows: 

 30 percent to Level II trauma centers operated by a public hospital governed by an 

elected board of directors; 

 35 percent to verified trauma centers based on trauma caseload volume for the most 

recent calendar year available; and 

 35 percent to verified trauma centers based on severity of trauma patients for the most 

recent calendar year available. 

 

In addition, the bill requires a person who is convicted of a violation of failure to stop at a traffic 

signal when so required, failure to stop for a school bus, reckless driving, and racing on the 

highways to attend a driver improvement course. 

 

The bill provides language to clarify a court, after considering residency and employment 

obligations, may order a defendant to pay a fine of $10 for each hour of public service or 

community work required, only if the court determines that either would create an undue 

hardship for the defendant in completing the required service. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 116-1 

 

HB 687 — Motor Vehicle Registration Applications 
by Rep. Boyd and others (SB 1394 by Senator Oelrich) 

This bill requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV), to include a 

check-off for a voluntary contribution of $1.00 to Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, Inc., on each 

application and renewal form for motor vehicle registration. Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, 

Inc., a not-for-profit organization, has completed the statutory requirements, authorizing it to 

seek legislative enactment of the voluntary contribution check-off. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 118-0 
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CS/SB 858 — Driver Licenses/Contribution to Stop Heart Disease 
by Health Regulation Committee and Senator Garcia 

This bill requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to include a 

check-off for a voluntary contribution of $1.00 to Stop Heart Disease on each driver’s license 

application form. Stop Heart Disease is a special trust fund established by the Florida Heart 

Research Institute, a nonprofit organization. The Florida Heart Research Institute has completed 

the statutory requirements, authorizing it to seek legislative enactment of the voluntary 

contribution check-off. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 117-0 

 

SB 1030 — Motor Vehicle Emergency Lights/Correctional Agency 
by Senator Garcia 

Current law permits police and the Department of Corrections to show or display blue lights, on 

vehicles owned, operator, or leased, when responding to emergencies. 

 

Of Florida’s 67 counties, 9 counties operate their jail detention facilities in county departments 

rather than Sheriff’s Offices. This bill amends s. 316.2397, F.S., to allow vehicles owned, 

operated, or leased by any county correctional agency to show or display blue lights when 

responding to emergencies. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 119-0 

 

CS/CS/SB 1100 — Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
by Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations Committee and Transportation 

Committee 

The bill contains numerous changes to highway safety and motor vehicle laws administered by 

the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (department). A section-by-section 

summarization follows: 

 

Section 1. Reenacts and amends s. 20.24, F.S., relating to the creation of the department and the 

establishment of the Division of the Florida Highway Patrol, the Division of Driver Licenses, 

and the Division of Motor Vehicles. The bill amends s. 20.24, F.S., to delete the reference to the 

Bureau of Motor Vehicle Inspection within the Division of Motor Vehicles. This obsolete bureau 

was phased out over two fiscal years and eventually eliminated during FY 2001-2002. The 

reenactment of s. 20.24, F.S., will have the effect of continuing the department, the Florida 

Highway Patrol Advisory Council, the Automobile Dealer Advisory Board, the DUI Programs 

Review Board, and the Medical Advisory Board. 
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Section 2. Creates an undesignated section of law to statutorily provide the department authority 

to implement the $1 credit provision associated with the Collier Settlement Agreement. 

Specifically, the new section provides any person who held a driver license, identification card or 

motor vehicle registration valid between June 1, 2000, and September 30, 2004, is eligible for a 

single $1 credit on a new or renewed motor vehicle registration between July 1, 2009, and 

June 30, 2010. This section expires on July 1, 2011. 

 

Section 320.08046, F.S., provides a $1 surcharge on license taxes for all vehicles required to be 

registered in Florida. Of this $1 surcharge, 58 percent is directed to the General Revenue Fund 

and 42 percent is directed to the Grants and Donations Trust Fund in the Department of Juvenile 

Justice, to fund community juvenile justice partnership grants. The bill identifies only the 

General Revenue Fund portion of this surcharge as the funding mechanism for the estimated 

$10.4 million in revenue not collected as a result of the settlement. The bill recognizes the credits 

are authorized if the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida grants an 

order approving the settlement agreement. 

 

The department estimates approximately 10.4 million driver license/identification card holders 

and/or motor vehicle registrants would be eligible to receive the credit. 

 

Section 3. Amends s. 316.126, F.S., to require motorists traveling on an interstate highway or 

other highway with two or more lanes traveling in the direction of the emergency vehicle or 

wrecker to slow to a speed that is 20 mph less than the posted speed limit if they are unable to 

move over as required by the Move Over Act. 

 

Section 4. Amends s. 316.2085, F.S., to state that, rather than being ―permanently affixed 

horizontally to the ground,‖ a motorcycle tag must simply be ―permanently affixed to the 

vehicle.‖ The bill clarifies the prohibition regarding the visibility or legibility of a tag by adding 

that ―[n]o device for or method of concealing or obscuring the legibility of the license tag of a 

motorcycle shall be installed or used‖ by a rider. 

 

Section 5. Expands s. 316.2122(3), F.S., which currently requires low speed vehicles to be 

registered and insured in accordance with s. 320.02, F.S. The bill adds a requirement that mini 

trucks must also be registered and insured, and provides that both low speed vehicles and mini 

trucks must be titled in accordance with ch. 319, F.S. 

 

In addition, s. 316.2122, F.S., is amended to provide mini trucks generally may be operated in 

the same situations as low speed vehicles. Mini trucks are permitted on roads where the posted 

speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less, although this does not prohibit the vehicle from crossing 

at an intersection with a road having a higher speed limit. On roads governed by a county or 

municipality, the county or municipality may prohibit operation of mini trucks when deemed 

necessary in the interest of safety. On roads governed by the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT), FDOT may prohibit operation of mini trucks when deemed necessary in 

the interest of safety. 

 

The bill provides drivers of mini trucks must have a valid driver’s license. 
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Section 6. Amends s. 320.01(27), F.S., to modify the definition of motorcycle slightly, to 

account for standards issued by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

While the current Florida definition of ―motorcycle‖ excludes all vehicles in which the driver is 

enclosed by a cabin, NHTSA currently recognizes a small number of enclosed-cabin vehicles as 

motorcycles, not vehicles, for the purposes of identifying the correct set of safety standards. In 

order to fully comply with NHTSA safety standards, the bill provides a motorcycle does not 

include vehicles with cabins, except when the specific vehicle meets NHTSA requirements for a 

motorcycle. 

 

In addition, the bill creates s. 320.01(45), F.S., to define ―mini truck‖ as any four-wheeled 

reduced-dimension truck that does not have NHTSA truck classification, with a top speed of 55 

miles per hour, and which is equipped with headlamps, stop lamps, turn signal lamps, tail lamps, 

reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields, and seat belts. 

 

Section 7. Creates s. 320.0847, F.S., to provide the department must create license plates of 

unique design to be issued to mini trucks, along with low speed vehicles, upon payment of the 

appropriate license taxes and fees. 

 

Section 8. Amends s. 320.0848, F.S., to provide that for a disabled person whose disability 

prevents the person from physically visiting or being transported to a driver license or tax 

collector office to obtain a driver’s license or an identification (ID) card, a certifying physician 

may sign the exemption section of the department’s parking permit application to exempt the 

disabled person from being issued a driver’s license or ID card for the number to be displayed on 

the parking permit. This change will allow the department to issue handicapped placards to 

individuals without issuing non-compliant identification cards. According to the department, 

these changes are necessary to conform the handicap placard issuance process to the 

requirements of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (REAL ID). 

 

Section 9. Amends s. 322.0261, F.S., to require the department to identify any operator 

convicted of or who pleaded nolo contendere to a traffic offense giving rise to a third crash 

which occurred within 36 months after the first crash, and to require the operator, in addition to 

other applicable penalties, to attend a department-approved driver improvement course in order 

to maintain driving privileges. The course must include behind-the-wheel instruction and an 

assessment of the operator’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. If the operator fails to 

complete the course within 90 days after receiving notice from the department, the operator’s 

driver license is canceled by the department until the course is successfully completed. 

 

Since there currently is no department-approved driver improvement course offered that includes 

behind-the-wheel instruction, the bill will require the development of special course 

requirements and curricula by the department. 

 

Section 10. Amends s. 322.03, F.S., to phase out the issuance of licenses that are ―valid in 

Florida only‖ as required by the REAL ID Act. Specifically, this section allows a part-time 

resident issued a ―valid in Florida only‖ license to continue to hold such license until the next 

regularly scheduled renewal. Licenses identified as ―valid in Florida only‖ may not be issued or 

renewed effective November 1, 2009. 
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Section 11. Amends s. 322.08, F.S., to specify the department shall not issue a driver license or 

ID card to anyone holding a valid driver license or ID card issued by another state. This would 

eliminate the issuance of licenses that are ―valid in Florida only.‖ The REAL ID Act prohibits 

customers from holding two REAL ID compliant documents simultaneously; and therefore, this 

necessary change puts Florida statutes in compliance with REAL ID. 

 

Section 12. Amends s. 322.125, F.S., to authorize the department to adopt rules and regulations 

required to carry out the purposes of the Medical Advisory Board. 

 

Section 13. Amends s 322.271, F.S., to allow the department to eliminate the hearing for non-

egregious suspensions while still requiring the driver to complete all other necessary 

reinstatement provisions, including DUI substance abuse education and driver training programs. 

 

―Non-egregious‖ suspensions are those which do not involve death or serious bodily injury, 

multiple DUI convictions, or a ―second or subsequent suspension or revocation pursuant to the 

same provision of this chapter.‖ The department retains the right to hold a hearing for a re-

instatement that might otherwise qualify as non-egregious, ―based on the severity of the 

offense.‖ 

 

According to the department, in its FY 2008-2009 budget reduction exercise, the department 

proposed to eliminate 10 FTEs if it could eliminate non-egregious hearings. Conference Report 

on HB 5001, General Appropriations Act for FY 2008-2009, reflected the reduction of these 10 

FTEs and related funding of $398,921. 

 

Section 14. Amends s. 322.64, F.S., to make technical changes conforming to current Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulations. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law, except as 

otherwise specified in the bill. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 116-0 

 

CS/CS/CS/SB 2630 — Motor Vehicle Dealerships 
by Judiciary Committee; Commerce Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senator 

Haridopolos 

The bill address several issues related to the licensing of motor vehicle dealers and motor vehicle 

manufacturers, distributors, and importers, as well as the franchise contracts these businesses 

enter into to conduct business in the state of Florida. Following is a section-by-section analysis 

of the bill: 

 

Section 1. Amends s. 320.64, F.S., which specifies actions that may lead the Department of 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to deny, suspend, or revoke the state license of a 

vehicle manufacturer, distributor, or importer (licensee). The section adds or elaborates upon 
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situations related to automobile franchise agreements between licensees and the auto dealers who 

sell their products. 

 

Section 2. Amends s. 320.642, F.S., to make minor grammar corrections. 

 

Section 3. Amends s. 320.643, F.S., to specify a licensee or the DHSMV may not: 

 Reject a proposed transfer of a legal, equitable, or beneficial interest in a motor vehicle 

dealer entity to a trust or other entity, or to any beneficiary thereof, that is established by 

an owner of any interest in a motor vehicle dealer for estate planning purposes, if the 

controlling person of the trust or entity, or the beneficiary, is of ―good moral character.‖ 

 Condition a proposed transfer based on a relocation of, construction of any addition or 

modification to, or any refurbishing or remodeling of the dealership structure, facility, or 

building of the existing motor vehicle dealer, or upon any modification of the existing 

franchise agreement, except for the change of ownership. 

 

The bill provides licensee may not reject or withhold approval of a proposed transfer unless the 

licensee can prove in court the rejection or withholding of approval of the proposed transfer was 

reasonable and was not in violation of or precluded by any provision in s. 320.643, F.S. 

 

Section 4. Amends s. 320.696, F.S., relating to the options for computing reimbursement of 

warranty work. The bill revises the provision in current law specifying a licensee may not seek to 

recover compensation for warranty work either directly or indirectly. 

 

Section 5. Provides if any provisions of this act, or its application to any person or circumstance, 

is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the act, which are 

severable. 

 

Section 6. Provides a process whereby recreational vehicle (RV) dealers may sell used RVs on 

consignment. This provision conforms provisions relating to certificate of title requirements for 

RV dealers to provisions currently allowed for motor vehicle dealers. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 116-1 

 

CS/HB 7027 — Open Government Sunset Review/Motor Vehicle Records 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; Governmental Affairs 

Policy Committee; and Rep. Schenck (CS/SB 1290 by Governmental Oversight and 

Accountability Committee and Transportation Committee) 

The bill reenacts the public records exemption in s. 119.0712(2), F.S., relating to personal 

information contained in a motor vehicle record. This exemption is subject to the Open 

Government Sunset Review Act and stands repealed on October 2, 2009, unless reviewed and 

saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 
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The bill also amends s. 119.0712(2), F.S., by removing the codification of the federal law and 

clarifies personal information, including highly restricted personal information, contained in a 

motor vehicle record is confidential pursuant to the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act (DPPA) by 

cross-referencing the federal law and its protections. The bill maintains the public record 

exemption for emergency contact information. The bill also maintains a prohibition against the 

use of information received pursuant to the DPPA for the mass commercial solicitation of clients 

for litigation against motor vehicle dealers. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 

 

TRANSPORTATION ADMINISTRATION 

HB 1021 — Department of Transportation 
by Rep. Aubuchon (CS/CS/SB 424 by Finance and Tax Committee; Transportation Committee; 

and Senator Gardiner) 

The bill makes changes to numerous programs administered by or affecting the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FDOT). A section-by-section summarization follows: 

 

Section 1. Amends s. 120.52, F.S., to exclude transportation authorities created under ch. 343, 

F.S., from the definition of ―agency‖ for the purposes of ch. 120, F.S., the Administrative 

Procedure Act. 

 

Section 2. Amends s. 125.42, F.S., to correct a cross-reference. 

 

Section 3. Amends s. 163.3177, F.S., to better integrate airport planning and adjacent land use in 

the local government comprehensive planning process. 

 

Section 4. Amends s. 163.3178, F.S., to exempt certain seaport-related projects from 

development-of-regional-impact (DRI) review if the project is within 3 miles of a seaport. 

 

Section 5. Amends s. 163.3180, F.S., to provide a definition of the term ―backlog‖ as used in 

proportionate-share and proportionate fair-share contribution calculations for transportation 

concurrency. 

 

Section 6. Amends s. 163.3182, F.S., to provide legislative findings relative to transportation 

concurrency backlogs and to authorize transportation concurrency backlog authorities to issue 

bonds. The 25 percent tax increment financing rate for ad valorem tax proceeds may be exceeded 

upon interlocal agreement of all affected taxing authorities. 

 

Section 7. Amends s. 337.11, F.S., to authorize FDOT, through rule, to award a monetary 

stipend to unsuccessful bidders for design-build contracts to compensate for proposal 

development costs if the department determines it is in the best interest of the public to do so. 
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Section 8. Amends s. 337.18, F.S., to revise surety bond recording requirements. As amended, 

contractors would be required to maintain copies of surety bonds at their principal place of 

business and at the jobsite rather than in the county public records. Copies of the surety bonds 

would also remain available from FDOT. 

 

Section 9. Amends s. 337.185, F.S., to include maintenance contractors in the process used by 

construction contractors to arbitrate contract disputes via the State Arbitration Board. 

 

Section 10. Amends s. 337.403, F.S., providing additional exemptions to utility companies from 

utility relocation costs related to transportation projects. Utility companies are exempted from 

paying for relocation of a utility to accommodate a transportation project when the utility serves 

the transportation authority or its tenants exclusively. The revisions also require FDOT to bear 

the costs of the relocation of underground utilities under certain circumstances. 

 

Section 11. Amends s. 337.408, F.S., authorizing FDOT to direct the relocation or removal of 

public pay telephones if they present an endangerment to life or property. The revisions also 

allow public pay telephones, including advertising displayed upon them, to be installed within 

governmental right-of-way limits under certain circumstances. 

 

Section 12. Amends s. 338.01, F.S., requiring all new or replacement electronic toll collection 

systems installed on toll roads in the state to be interoperable with FDOT’s electronic toll 

collection system. 

 

Section 13. Amends s. 338.165, F.S., removing high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes and express 

lanes from FDOT’s authorization to request issuance of bonds secured by toll revenues collected 

on selected facilities for the purpose of funding transportation projects located within the county 

or counties in which the project is located. 

 

Section 14. Creates s. 338.166, F.S., to authorize FDOT to request the issuance of bonds secured 

by revenues collected on HOT/express lanes on I-95 in Broward and Miami-Dade Counties. 

Tolls may continue to be collected after the discharge of any bond indebtedness but must first be 

used for operation and maintenance of the HOT/express lane project or associated transportation 

project. Any remaining toll revenues may be used for the construction, maintenance, or 

improvement of any road on the State Highway System. FDOT is authorized to implement 

variable toll rates on the HOT/express lanes. Except for HOT/express lanes, no tolls may be 

charged on any interstate highway where tolls were not being charged on July 1, 1997. 

 

Section 15. Amends s. 338.2216, F.S., to provide for alternative tolling and payment methods 

including video billing and variable pricing for the Turnpike Enterprise system. 

 

Section 16. Amends s. 338.231, F.S., to eliminate the requirement to maintain a uniform toll rate 

structure on the turnpike system. 

 

Section 17. Amends s. 339.12, F.S., to increase the maximum amount of project agreements for 

projects or project phases not included in the adopted work program from $100 million to $250 
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million. The revisions also create a new reimbursement program for counties with a population 

of 150,000 or less. The program authorizes FDOT to enter into agreements with governmental 

entities to advance a maximum of $200 million in projects or project phases from outside the 

5-year adopted work program. Projects included in these agreements must also be included in the 

governmental entity’s comprehensive plan. This new program authorizes FDOT to enter into 

long-term repayment agreements with these counties for up to 30 years. 

 

Section 18. Amends s. 339.135, F.S., to revise the notification process used by FDOT when 

amending the work program. Under the revisions, FDOT must notify each affected municipality, 

metropolitan planning organization, and county when deleting or deferring capacity-enhancing 

projects. FDOT must include comments received from affected bodies in its preparation of work 

program amendments. 

 

Section 19. Amends s. 339.2816, F.S., to reinstate the Small County Road Assistance Program in 

2012. Certain eligibility criteria relating to ad valorem tax rates are removed. 

 

Section 20. Amends s. 348.0003, F.S., to require the members of each statutorily-created 

expressway authority, transportation authority, bridge authority, and toll authority to comply 

with constitutional financial disclosure requirements. The Miami-Dade Expressway Authority 

currently is required to comply. 

 

Section 21. Amends s. 479.01, F.S., to modernize the definition of ―automatic changeable 

facing‖ as it relates to outdoor advertising. 

 

Section 22. Amends s. 479.07, F.S., to prohibit un-permitted signs outside urban areas, rather 

than incorporated area. The bill revises requirements for display of sign permit tags and directs 

FDOT to establish, by rule, a fee for furnishing a replacement permit tag in an amount that 

covers the actual cost of the tag. The amendment relegates the permitting of signs viewable from 

two or more roads in separate jurisdictions to the more stringent requirements. The amendment 

adds Hillsborough County and the City of Miami to a pilot program reducing the allowable 

minimum distance betweens signs to 1000 feet if all other requirements are met. 

 

Section 23. Amends s. 479.08, F.S., to revise provisions for the denial or revocation of a sign 

permit for violations. Any notice of a violation must include a detailed description of the 

violation. 

 

Section 24. Amends s. 479.156, F.S, to revise provisions relating to a municipality or county’s 

ability to permit and regulate wall murals as ―customary use‖ under federal law. The amendment 

allows a determination of customary use, the determination overrides the controls in the 

agreement between FDOT and the United States Department of Transportation. 

 

Section 25. Amends s. 479.261, F.S., to expand the services for which the interstate highway 

logo sign program is applicable. FDOT is authorized to implement a 3-year rotation system to 

provide for the removal or addition of participating businesses. Permit fees are to be established 

based on market demand, population, traffic volume, and costs but may not exceed $5,000 in 

urban areas or $2,500 in other areas. 
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Section 26. Directs FDOT to conduct a study examining transportation alternatives for the 

Interstate 95 travel corridor considering needs relating to transportation, emergency 

management, homeland security, and economic development. 

 

Section 27. Repeals ch. 343, part III, F.S., to abolish the non-functioning Tampa Bay Commuter 

Transit Authority. 

 

Section 28. Amends s. 316.191, F.S., to increase the term for which a vehicle used in a violation 

of street racing provisions may be impounded from 10 days to 30 days. 

 

Section 29. Amends s. 316.191, F.S., to revise the definition of ―race‖ to include prearranged 

competitions as well as immediate responses to challenges to demonstrative superiority of a 

vehicle or driver. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-1; House 116-0 

 

CS/HB 1065 — Airline Safety 
by Roads, Bridges, and Ports Policy Committee and Rep. Plakon and others (CS/SB 1864 by 

Judiciary Committee and Senator Baker) 

The bill creates the ―Airline Safety and Wildlife Protection Act of Florida.‖ The bill includes a 

legislative finding that the ability of airport operators to manage wildlife hazards in a manner 

consistent with federal and state law is necessary to prevent jeopardy to human life or aircraft 

safety. Further, the bill declares the legislative intent that an airport should not be subject to 

penalties, restrictions, liabilities, or sanctions when taking authorized actions to manage wildlife, 

and that the authorization should not be superseded by the actions of other state and local 

agencies. 

 

The bill provides an airport authority or any other entity owning or operating an airport may not 

be subject to any administrative or civil penalty, restriction, or other sanction stemming from 

authorized actions taken for the purpose of protecting human life or aircraft safety from wildlife 

hazards. 

 

The bill defines what constitutes an authorized action and provides exceptions to that definition. 

The bill specifies that it is not intended to provide immunity from liability with respect to 

intentional or negligent torts, and is not intended to affect the waiver of sovereign immunity. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 113-0 
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CS/CS/HB 1205 — Charter County Transit System Surtax 
by Economic Development and Community Affairs Policy Council; Military and Local Affairs 

Policy Committee; and Rep. Braynon and others (CS/SB 2210 by Transportation Committee and 

Senator Wilson) 

This bill renames the Charter County Transit System Surtax, the ―Charter County Transportation 

System Surtax‖ and allows prospective eligibility for twelve existing charter counties by removing 

an existing provision requiring charter adoption prior to January 1, 1984. The bill allows proceeds 

of the surtax to be remitted to transit authorities for specified uses and requires any charter county 

distributing the proceeds of a charter county transit system surtax to one or more of its 

municipalities, to revise the interlocal agreement directing the distribution no less frequently than 

every five years for the purpose of including newly created municipalities in the distribution. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 102-9 

 

CS/HB 1213 — Jacksonville Transportation Authority 
by Roads, Bridges, and Ports Policy Committee and Rep. A. Gibson and others (SB 2246 by 

Senators King and Baker) 

The bill makes significant changes to the Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) Law by 

providing consistency between the JTA’s current functions and operations and its statutory 

powers, duties, and responsibilities. The bill also provides the JTA statutory authority to enter 

into public-private partnerships to build, operate, own, or finance transportation facilities. 

Additionally, the bill requires the Florida Transportation Commission to monitor the efficiency, 

productivity, and management of the JTA. 

 

The bill also amends s. 334.30, F.S., concerning public-private transportation facilities, to 

provide a legislative finding that certain private entities perform a governmental function when 

entering into agreements with the Department of Transportation and, as a consequence, certain 

transportation facilities will receive an exemption from the payment of ad valorem tax to the 

extent the property is owned by the state or other government entity, from intangible tax levied 

by ch. 199, F.S., and from special assessments levied by the state or any political subdivisions. 

 

Further, the private entities, or consortia, are exempt from the tax imposed by ch. 201 F.S., on all 

documents or obligations to pay money that arise out of the agreements to design, build, operate, 

own, or finance transportation facilities. 

 

The bill directs the JTA to conduct and fund a study determining the feasibility of creating a 

regional transportation authority (RTA) in Northeast Florida composed of Baker, Clay, Duval, 

Flagler, Nassau, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 119-0 
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CS/CS/SB 1778 — Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means; Transportation and Economic 

Development Appropriations Committee; and Senator Fasano 

The bill amends chs. 319, 320 and 322, F.S., providing for various fee increases related to 

driver’s licenses, title services and the registration of vehicles: The bill: 

 Terminates the DUI Programs Coordination Trust Fund within the Department of 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (department) and provides for the transfer of current 

balances and revenues. 

 Increases the fee for a copy of a crash report from $2 to $10. 

 Increases the fee for failure to file an application for the transfer of a motor vehicle or 

mobile home title within 30 days of delivery from $10 to $20. 

 Increases the fee for an original or duplicate certificate of title from $24 to $70 and from 

$3 to $49 for a vehicle for hire. 

 Provides for a $20 fee for each subsequent examination of a rebuilt vehicle certificate of 

title. 

 Provides for a service fee of $2.50 for the shipping and handling of each paper certificate 

of title mailed by the department. 

 Increases the fee for expedited service on title transfers, title issuances, duplicate titles or 

recording of liens from $7 to $10. 

 Increases the fee on license registrations from 50 cents to $1.25 to cover the cost of the 

Florida Real Time Vehicle Information System. 

 Increases a service charge on registration receipt from $2.50 to $5 and the service charge 

for the issuance of a validation sticker from $1 to $3. 

 Extends the life cycle of the license plate from 6 to 10 years and increases the cost of the 

plate from $12 to $28. The annual advanced replacement fee is increased from $2 to 

$2.80. 

 Changes the term ―retroreflective‖ to ―retroflection‖ and increases the fee from $1 to 

$1.50. 

 Increases the fee imposed upon the initial application for registration of a vehicle from 

$100 to $225. 

 Increases the annual license tax imposed for the operation of motor vehicles by 

35 percent. This increase varies depending on the current flat rate based on the weight of 

the vehicle. 
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 Increases the surcharge imposed on commercial motor vehicles with a gross weight of 

10,000 pounds or more from $5 to $10. 

 Increases the surcharge imposed on each license tax imposed under s. 320.08, F.S., from 

$2 to $4. 

 Increases the General Revenue Surcharge on the license tax from $1 to $5.50. 

 Increases the processing fee charged for both prestige or specialty license plates from $2 

to $5. 

 Provides for the distribution of the Florida Golf license plate annual use fee to the Dade 

Amateur Golf Association and specifies that up to 10 percent of the proceeds from the 

annual use fee may be used for the administration of the Florida Junior Golf Program. 

 Requires the department to develop an Autism license plate with an annual use fee of 

$25, the proceeds of which are to be distributed to Achievement and Rehabilitation 

Centers, Inc., to fund service programs for autism and related disabilities. 

 Clarifies the distribution of annual license tax revenues imposed on mobile homes to the 

county or municipality where the units are located. 

 Allows an importer or distributor of motor vehicles to purchase dealer license plates. 

 Requires the department to annually transfer $5 million from the Highway Safety 

Operating Trust Fund to the Transportation Disadvantaged Trust Fund in the Department 

of Transportation beginning July 1, 2011. 

 Requires the department to assess a $75 fee and a $2.50 service charge for the publication 

of a notice of intent to establish or relocate an existing dealership to a location within a 

territory where the same line-make vehicle is presently represented by a franchised 

dealer. 

 Provides for the distribution of revenues collected from voluntary checkoffs on both 

drivers license and motor vehicle registration applications. 

 Increases the fee for the reexamination of a driver’s license knowledge test from $5 to 

$10 and a skills test from $10 to $20. 

 Expands the driver’s license services for which a tax collector may charge a service fee, 

and increases that fee from $5.25 to $6.25. 

 Increases the fee for driver history records from $2.10 to $8 for a 3-year history and from 

$3.10 to $10 for a 7-year history. 

 Increases the driver’s license delinquent fee for failure to renew within 12 months of 

expiration from $1 to $15. 

 Increases the fee for an original, renewal or replacement identification card from $10 to 

$25. 

 Increases fees associated with licensing of drivers: 

o Original Class E or Motorcycle use only – increased from $27 to $48 

o Renewal Class E or Motorcycle use only – increased from $20 to $48 
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o Commercial Driver’s License or Renewal – increased from $67 to $75 

o Replacement License – increased from $10 to $25 

o Increases drivers license reinstatement fees 

 Service fee for reinstatement of license suspended for failure to timely pay a fine, 

attend driver improvement school or appear at a scheduled hearing from $47.50 

to $60 

 Service fee is increased from $35 to $45 following a suspension, and from $60 to 

$75 following a revocation. 

 Increases the reinstatement fee for revocation or suspension for refusal to submit 

to a breath, blood or urine test from $115 to $130 

 Provides for a $25 fee for a formal administrative review hearing, and a $12.00 fee for an 

informal hearing on a license suspensions related to failure to submit to a breath, blood or 

urine alcohol test. 

 Provides that an additional fee of $12 be collected when installing an ignition interlock 

device and remitted to the department for deposit in the Highway Safety Operating Trust 

Fund to be used for the operations of the Ignition Interlock Device Program. 

 Prohibits any DUI program offering probation services from referring clients to their own 

probation services program and directs the department to adopt rules to administer. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect September 1, 2009, except as otherwise 

expressly provided. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 74-43 

 

CS/CS/SB 1780 — Department of State 
by Policy and Steering Committee on Ways and Means; Transportation and Economic 

Development Appropriations Committee; and Senator Fasano 

The bill relates to functions within the Department of State (DOS) as follows: 

 

Cultural Grant Program: 

 Creates a consolidated cultural grants program and adds definitions for clarification. 

 

Division of Corporations: 

 Eliminates requirement for DOS to provide a second notice for failure to file annual 

reports, provides a date and time for administrative dissolution or revocation of authority 

to conduct business in the state for failure to file annual reports; 

 Deletes the requirement that a fictitious name renewal notice be sent to the registered 

owner and requires that the expiration of a fictitious name be sent to the owner or 

registrant; 

 Authorizes the DOS to collect electronic addresses and to provide notices by electronic 

transmission if an e-mail address is available. 
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Uniform Commercial Code: 

 Requires an additional $10 fee for filing an initial financing statement under the Uniform 

Commercial Code and requires that 100 percent of the fee be deposited into the General 

Revenue Fund. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 96-22 

 

CS/SB 1782 — Unemployment Compensation Claims and Benefits 
Information System 
by Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations Committee and Senator Fasano 

The bill creates s. 443.113, F.S., to provide substantive statutory authority for the replacement of 

the Unemployment Compensation Claims and Benefits technology system. 

 

The statutory provision establishes and defines the project’s: 

 Governance structure, 

 Planned scope, 

 Main business objectives that must be achieved, and 

 Completion timeframes. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 117-0 

 

HB 7061 — Welfare Transition Trust Fund/DMA 
by Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations Committee and Rep. Glorioso 

The bill (Chapter 2009-24, L.O.F.) re-creates the Welfare Transition Trust Fund within the 

Department of Military Affairs (DMA). The trust fund serves as a repository for funds collected 

from the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) Block Grant. 

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2009. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 119-0 
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Senate Memorials 

MEMORIALS 
 

A memorial is a document addressed to Congress, to the President of the United States, or to an 

executive or legislative body or official to express the consensus of the Legislature or to petition 

action on matters within the jurisdiction of the addressee. In the Florida Legislature, both houses 

must pass a memorial, and it is not subject to approval or veto by the Governor. The Legislature 

also uses a memorial to request that Congress propose an amendment to the United States 

Constitution or enact legislation. 

 

The following memorials were approved by the Senate and House during the 2009 Regular 

Session: 

 

Bill By 
To 
Subject 

Vote: 
Senate  /  House 

CS/SB 152 Health Regulation Committee 

and Senators Aronberg, Deutch, 

and Gelber 

TO:  U.S. Congress 

SUBJECT:  Home Health 

Services/Increase Federal Funding 

Approved Approved 

SB 1330 Senator Jones TO:  U.S. Congress 

SUBJECT:  Silver Alert Grant Program 

Approved Approved 
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Senate Special Master 

CLAIM BILLS 
 

During the 2009 session, 30 claim bills were filed in the Senate. There were 22 companion bills 

filed in the House of Representatives. Also, there was one House claim bill filed that did not 

have a Senate companion. 

 

Of the 30 claim bills filed in the Senate, 7 were approved by the Senate but only 5 of those were 

approved by both the House and Senate. At this time, none of the claim bills have been approved 

by the Governor. If they become law, four of the claim bills will authorize or direct payment of 

$8,200,000 to be paid from local government budget accounts. The funds to pay on the other 

claim bill, (SB 58), will be drawn from a Department of Children and Families trust fund in the 

amount of $950,000 per year through FY 2018-2019. 

 

The following claim bills were approved: 

 

Bill By Relief: 
Vote: 

Senate  /  House 

SB 30 Senator Hill Sheila and John Forehand v. City of 

Jacksonville; $500,000 

34-5 117-0 

CS/SB 46 Health Regulation 

Committee and Senator 

Ring 

Raul Otero v. South Broward Hospital 

District; $2,000,000 

33-6 116-0 

CS/SB 58 Policy and Steering 

Committee on Ways and 

Means and Senator Pruitt 

Garcia-Bengochea v. Dept. of Children and 

Family Services; ($950,000 with continuing 

Appropriation) 

32-7 113-3 

CS/SB 522 Education Pre-K – 12 

Committee and Senator 

Smith 

V. Merriweather v. Palm Beach County 

School Board; $3,900,000 

32-6 118-0 

SB 524 Senator Smith Fatta Family v. Broward County Sheriff’s 

Office; $1,800,000 

30-6 114-3 
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