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PROPERTY TAX RELIEF PROVIDED FOR NATURAL DISASTERS

Year: 1985

Reason: Fire and other Natural Disasters that occurred during 1985

Law: Chapter 85-322, Laws of Florida

Eligible Properties: Houses or other residential structures

Requirements: Building or structure must be unusable for the purpose for which it
was constructed for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable +365) x Property tax due

Relief Mechanism: Tax collector instructed to reduce tax bill

Year: 1988

Reason: Windstorm or tornado occurred during 1988

Law: Chapter 88-101, Laws of Florida

Eligible Properties: Houses or other residential structures

Requirements: Building or structure must be unusable for the purpose for which it
was constructed for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable +366) %< Property tax due

Relief Mechanism: Tax collector instructed to reduce tax bill

Year: 1998

Reason: Tornados occurred during 1998 in south and central Florida,

Law: Chapter 98-185, Laws of Florida

Eligible Properties: Houses or other residential structures

Requirements: Building or structure must be unusable for the purpose for which it
was constructed for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable +365) x Property tax due



Relief Mechanism:

Extent of Damage

Estimated impact

Tax collector instructed to reduce tax bill

DCA estimated 4,755 houses, apartments, and mobile homes were
damaged

(81.4 million) local property tax revenue

Year: 1999

Reason: Tornados, Hurricanes, Tropical Storms, Fires, Sinkholes

Law: Chapter 99-190, Laws of Florida

Eligible Properties: Houses or other residential structures

Requirements: Building or structure must be unusable for the purpose for which it
was constructed for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable +365) x Property tax due

Relief Mechanism: Tax collector instructed to reduce tax bill

Year: 2004

Reason: Hurricane or Tropical Storms

Law: Chapter 2004-474, Laws of Florida

Eligible Properties: Homestead Property (property tax)
Mobile homes not treated as real property (sales tax)

Requirements: Building or structure must be uninhabitable for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable +366) x Property tax due not to exceed $1500

Relief Mechanism: Reimbursement from appropriated amount administered by the
Department of Revenue ($35 M appropriated, $13.3 M actually paid)

Year: 2007

Reason: Tornado that occurred February 2, 2007

Law: Chapter 2007-106, Laws of Florida
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Eligible Properties: Homestead Property (property tax)
Mobile homes not treated as real property (sales tax)

Requirements: Building or structure must be must be uninhabitable for the purpose
for which it was constructed for at least 60 days.

Relief calculation: (Days unusable <=365) x Property tax due not to exceed $1500

Relief Mechanism: Reimbursement from appropriated amount administered by the
Department of Revenue ($1.3 M appropriated)

Extent of Damage FEMA estimated 1,266 houses, apartments, and mobile homes were
damaged

Estimated impact  $922,500 was appropriated from the General Revenue for purposes
of paying a partial reimbursement of property taxes as provided by
this act.

Notes — Relief has only been granted to residential or household structures and at
times was limited to only homestead property. In all prior instances, the
residential structure had to be either uninhabitable for 60 days or unable to
be used for the purpose for which it was constructed for 60 days in order
to be eligible for relief.

Prepared by professional staff of the Senate Committee on Finance and Tax



FLORIDA SHELLFISH PRODUCTION

Background

Florida is a significant producer of fresh oysters and clam or shellfish. Our fishers sell annually
over $21 million worth at the dock. The overall shellfish economic impact to Florida from
shellfish production exceeds $70 million annually. Apalachicola produces the majority of
oysters, while the Cedar Key producers supply most of the farm-raised clam. Shellfish is the
economic life line for these rural counties. Florida panhandle counties employ over 1680 oyster
fishers and approximately 370 clam farmers lease 2,398 acres of sovereign submerged lands to
produce hard clams. Those clam farmers have planted over 500 million clams on their leases. In
addition, there are 91 certified shellfish processing plants that handle these products for
distribution to markets. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of
Aquaculture is the agency responsible for those activities and manages Florida’s shellfish
harvesting waters.

The panhandle counties’ waters represent 405,353 acres of shellfish harvesting areas out of a
total of 1.4 million acres of Florida waters managed by the Division of Aquaculture. Shellfish
harvesting waters are opened or closed to harvest based on water quality.

Issues

Qil found in a shellfish harvesting area would require the department to close those waters to
harvest. Florida has not ever experienced an oil spill of this magnitude and vicinity to our
shellfish harvesting areas. Any area closed to harvest due to oil presence would take weeks to
reopen, because of the extensive chemical testing that must occur before product could be sold
on the market. Currently, a significant bottleneck for reopening waters is the ability to conduct
the tests. Due to the uniqueness and first time occurrence of this spill, the department’s food
safety lab can only run 20 samples per week. Hundreds of samples, both fish and shellfish will
have to be tested over an extended period of time. Testing will have to be done to reopen and to
reassure the purchasing public that our seafood is safe to eat for years. The department continues
to work with our federal partners and the other four affected states to make sure each state will
help the other.

To meet the need and overcome the bottleneck which can cost the industry millions, the
department needs approximately $2 million for equipment and additional personnel to operate
that equipment. The state has the burden to prove to consumers that seafood from Florida is
safe. This request is an investment in our seafood industry’s future and the health of our state’s
economy.

General Fishery Statistics

e Florida’s recreational saltwater fishery has an annual economic impact of $5.4 billion,
supporting over 54,000 jobs.



e Commercial saltwater fishing annually contributes $1 billion to Florida’s economy and
10,000 jobs.

e In 2008/2009 over 3,400 for-hire fishing licenses were purchased, generating over $1
million in revenue. Over 1 million individuals bought a marine recreational fishing
license.

e Total revenue for all saltwater fishing license sales is over $24 million annually. The
revenue from the licenses primarily supports the FWC law enforcement program.

e West Florida recreational anglers took 16.9 million trips: 9.6 million private/rental, 6.7
million by shores, and 595,000 by party/charter boat.

e Top targeted recreational species include: King and Spanish mackerel, Spotted sea trout,
Red Drum, Grouper/Snapper, and Dolphinfish.

e In 2008 NOAA Fisheries ranked Florida the eleventh state in commercial landings with
over 86 million pounds and seventh in commercial product value of $170 million.

¢ For the 2008/2009 fiscal year, 11,404 Salt Water Products Licenses were sold generating
$1.3 million in revenue, and 1,415 Wholesale License Dealer Licenses were sold
generating $571,000 in revenue.

e TFlorida’s top commercial species in 2009 by commercial product value include:

Stone Crabs- $15.9 million, Spiny Lobster -$11.9 million, Pink shrimp- $10 million,
Red Grouper- $9.8 million and King Mackerel- $8 million.

Prepared by professional staff of the Senate Committee on Agriculture
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