
REDISTRICTING SPEECH 

Good morning/afternoon, members of the Redistricting Committees and audience. 

Every ten years, upon completion of the U.S. Census, the Florida Legislature 

must redraw the boundary lines for the legislative and congressional districts 

in Florida. With this in mind, I would like to talk to you about the composition 

of District 118. 

It is a very diverse district. It has both suburbs and farm land within it. 

The north end of District 118 starts on the south side of S.W. 112 Street, 

also known as Killian Drive, and goes down to the north side of S.W. 136 Street, 

also known as Howard Drive. The north end is bounded on the east by U.S. 1. 

The western boundary on the north side meanders through several neighborhoods 

With the most western part being located along S.W. 117 Avenue in the northern 

area. This area is predominantly suburban with the exception of a warehouse 

district that lies between S.W. 128 Street and S.W. 135 Street. 

In addition, it also has several communities in it that lie to the south of this area. 

Each of these communities has two common entities. Namely, each of these 

communities has a community development corporation in it. These communities, in 

geographic order from north to south, are Richmond Heights, Fairway Heights, West 

Perrine, South Miami Heights, West & East Goulds and Homestead. Each of these 

communities is also served by Community Action Agencies. Community Action 

Agencies are part of Miami-Dade County government. Their purpose is to help those who 

are unable to meet for themselves at any given time the most basic of needs. These 

include paying on a one time emergency basis a mortgage payment or an electric bill. 



District 118 also has within it a subdivision known as Countrywalk. This 

neighborhood became well known after Hurricane Andrew throughout South Florida. 

Virtually every house within it was completely destroyed. This area is also suburban in 

character. This area is bounded on the north by S.W. 136 Street, on the south by S.W. 

152 Street, on the east by S.W. 137 Avenue and on the west by S.W. 147 Avenue. 

Another suburban area, to the east of Countrywalk, is Deerwood. It, too, is a 

subdivision and is located across the street from Metrozoo. 

Also, the Kendall-Tamiami Airport is in District 118. This airport primarily services 

private planes and is located in the northwest corner of the district. 

District 118 also has an area of farmland in it known as the Redland. This area is 

located south of the Countrywalk and Deerwood subdivisions and is bounded on the 

south by the northern city limits of Homestead. It is bounded on the east, south of 

West Goulds by U.S. 1. It continues westward for a few miles past Krome Avenue, 

otherwise known as S.W. 177 Avenue or State Road 997. 

The southernmost portion of District 118 includes the S.W. section of the City of 

Homestead. 

With the exception of the Countrywalk and Deerwood subdivisions, all of the 

other communities that are part of District 118 currently are linked together by both 

U.S. 1 and the Busway, which is an extension of Miami-Dade County’s public 

transportation system. The Busway enables these communities to have access to 

Metrorail, the main public rail transportation available in Miami-Dade County. 



All of these communities, whether they be suburban, low income or rural suffered 

terribly after the eye of Hurricane Andrew passed through them. Most of them have 

been rebuilt. Some communities are better built now than before Hurricane Andrew. 

According to the population figures that I have seen, District 118 has to give up 

9,781 people in order for it to have the exact number of people in it as all state house 

districts will have to have based upon the 2000 Census. 

The state house districts that surround Districts 118 are District 120, District 119, 

District 112, District 116 and District 115. Each of these districts is in the position of 

having to acquire people in order to have the exact number of people in them as all 

state house districts will have to have based upon the 2000 Census. District 115 and 

116 touch the northernmost boundary of District 118. These districts are predominantly 

suburban in character. District 112 is on the west side of District 118. It is primarily 

rural and is similar to the Redland area that I mentioned earlier. District 119 runs parallel 

with District 118 along the east side of U.S. 1. The northern portions of this district, 

the Village of Pinecrest and the neighborhoods of Palmetto Bay and East Perrine are 

suburban and are very similar to those neighborhoods found in the northernmost portion 

of District 118. The further south you go in District 119 the more agricultural it becomes. 

Also, portions of the City of Homestead are located within this district. The City of 

Homestead represents the southernmost point of District 119. District 120 consists of 

all of Monroe County and a portion of south Miami-Dade County. The south Miami- 

Dade County portion of District 120 includes farmland on the east side of U.S. 1, a 

portion of the City of Homestead, the housing developments of Keys Gate and 

the Villages of Homestead. In addition, it also has within it Homestead Air Reserve 



Base. With the exception of District 112, each of these districts has to acquire people 

to be able to attain the exact number of people needed to constitute a state house district 

based upon the 2000 Census figures. District 115 must acquire 18,816 people, District 

116 must acquire 10,698, District 119 must acquire 12,638 people and District 120 must 

acquire 20,247. District 112 has a surplus population of 52,879. District 112 shares a 

common boundary with District 120. 

I hope that the information that I have just conveyed to you is helpful in your 

discussions as to where to draw the new boundary lines. I would also like the 

redistricting committees represented here today to please let those legislators such as 

myself who are not members to let us see the maps you want the Florida Legislature 

to agree to prior to their being voted on during the 2002 Legislative Session. Also, 

I would ask that public notice be given as to when the general public can review these 

maps and comment upon them. 
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