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1 MEMBERSIN ATTENDANCE 1 PROCEEDINGS
2 SENATORANNA P. COWIN 2 SFENATOR WEBSTER: If we coud have your atention.
3 SENATORJACK LATVALA 3 Wedliketo sart the mesting, plesse. Good &ftamoon,
4 SENATORJM SEBESTA 4 ladies and gentlemen. My nameis Danid Webdter, Sate
5 SENATORDANIEL WEBSTER 5 Serator from Didrict 12, chairmen of the Senete
6 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHN BALL 6  Redidricing Committee. Itsmy pleesure to welcome you
7 REPRESENTATIVE DOROTHY BENDROSSMINDINGALL | 7  today tothis public heering. Representatives and Sendtors
8 REPRESENTATIVEKIM BERHELD 8 are hereto ligen to the residents of thisarea.and to
9 REPRESENTATIVE GUSMICHAEL BILIRAKIS 9 oconsder theinput which is very importartt in this process
10 REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNIEB.BYRD, R 10 Sncethesearejoint meetings we have divided the
11 REPRESENTATIVE GASTON I. CANTENS 1 responshilities throughout the many public hesrings thet
12 REPRESENTATIVE JOHN CARASSAS 12 will be hed around the Sate over the next severd months
13 REPRESENTATIVE DONNA CLARKE 13 Itsmy pleestre & thistime to introcuce
14 REPRESENTATIVELARRY CROW 14 Represtative Johmnie Byrd who is cheirmen of the House
15 REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE CUSACK 15 Prooedurd and Redistricting Coundll. Actudly, before |
16 REPRESENTATIVE MARIO DIAZ-BALART 16 introduce him, I would like to introduce another special
17 REPRESENTATIVE PAULA BONO DOCKERY 17 guedt tonight who isa Ainelles Cournty resident, my sister,
18 REPRESENTATIVE FRANK FARKAS 18 Pam Brown, ad her husbend Bill, are here. Cheirmean Byrd,
19 REPRESENTATIVE MIKE FASANO 19  yourerecognized to preside over today's mesting.
20 REPRESENTATIVE HEATHER FIORENTINO 20 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you, Chaimmen Wetdter. It
21 REPRESENTATIVEMARK G. FLANAGAN 21 ismy pleesreto welcome yourll to this meeting, one of
22 REPRESENTATIVE RENE GARCIA 22 over 20 thet wewill be holding throughoutt the sate of
23 REPRESENTATIVE EDWARD L. ENNINGS R. PA] Horidathis summer and fdl. Let mefirg explain the
24 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHNSON 24 proceduresthet we will use throughout these public
25 REPRESENTATIVE CHARLIE JUSTICE 25 heaings Thisisapublic hearing, the sole and only
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1 REPRESENTATIVE BRUCEKYLE 1 purpose of which isto hear from the public on matters of
2 REPRESENTATIVE MITCH NEEDELMAN 2 redigricting. Thisisnot alegidative committee megting
3 REPRESENTATIVE FRANK PETERMAN, JR. 3 and the committee today will not take any legidative
4 REPRESENTATIVE LESLIE WATERS 4 actionin this or any subsequent public hearings
5 REPRESENTATIVE ROGER B. WISHNER 5 Insteed, thisisthe public'sforum wherewe have the
6 6 opportunity to receive citizen input about your eectora
7 7 didricts. It will not beatimefor legidetive debate
8 8 All Representatives and Senators have humerous
9 9 opportunitiesin the subseguent legidative committee
10 10 mextings and the floor debatesto addressdl of the
11 n members concarns or wishes. Today, however, isfor you,
12 12 our condituents. We must nat diminish your voice by
13 13 teking up your vauabletime with debete.
14 14 Fallowing my remarkslegd counsd will giveagenerd
15 15 ovaview of thelegd condderationsin redigricting.
16 16 Then our gaff will provide some specific information about
17 17 the 2000 censusresultsin thisregion aswel asthe gate
18 18 of Horidaet large. Theregt of thetimeisreserved for
19 19 you, thecitizens.
20 2 Every ten years fter the completion of the updated
21 21 nationd censusthe Condtitution requiresthat the Forida
22 2 Legidature redraw boundaries of dl the didtricts of the
23 23 Horida House of Representetives, the Horida Senate, and
24 24 the U.S. Congressond didricts The Legidaure will
25 25 teke thistask in the next legidaive sesson beginning in
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1 January 22nd, 2002 and ending on March 22nd, 2002. The 1 Feeney and Senate President John McKay and the members of
2 digrictsthat we draw will firgt be used in the dections 2 theHoridaLegidature, | look forward to working with al
3 in November of 2002, 3 of you on this historic and important task.
4 Redigricting is an essentiad dement our 4 At thistime, | will recognize former Representative
5 representative democracy. Wetake on thisjob with 5 Miguel DeGrandy who now sarves asthe House legd counsd
6 humility and due regard for the importance and the 6  togiveusanoveview of thelega environment dedling
7 difficulty of thetask. Were dso committed to afair, 7 with regpportionment. Y ou're recognized.
8 open, and indusive process. These public hearings 8 MR. DeGRANDY': Thank you, Mr. Chairman. For the
9 represent the first step, just thefirst tepin this 9 record, my nameisJm Scott. (Laughter.) Just kidding.
10 process. We gppreciate that we are doing the work of the 10 My nameisMigud DeGrandy. | jus wanted to seeif you
1 people. Wewill hear from you. Wewant to hdp you 11 dill pay atention to these things. | am counsd to the
12 participate in ameaningful way in the process, 12 ForidaHouse of Representatives on regpportion and
13 To encourage public participation, House Spesker 13 redigtricting matters. I'm here together with Jm Scott
14 Feeney and Senate President McKay have scheduled these 14  whoiscounsd for the Florida Senate.
15 public hearings. All members of the Legidatures 15 Thismorning | will be giving you a brief overview of
16 redigricting committees aswell aslocd legidatorshave 16  thelaw regarding regpportionment and redigtricting for the
17 been invited to these public hearings 17 bendfit of the memberswho have heard it before but dso
18 These hearingswill be taped 0 that they candso be 18  for the benefit of the public. This presentationisby no
19 meade avalableto the other members of the Legidature 19  meansintended to be acomprehensive and complete review of
20 The House and Senate have designed web Stesasatoal for 20 theisuerdated to thetopic but it isintended to give
21 publicinput. Andwewill broadcast sdlect hearingson 21 youanintroduction of the basic principles and constraints
22 Horidds public tdevision gations. Theweb addresses 22 that will guide the decision-meking of our State
23 for the House and Senate legidative redigricting Stes 23  Legidature asit proceeds with this very important task.
24 aeonthemaeridsa thefront desk. A link will dso 24 Thetask of regpportionment and redidtricting is a process
25 be avalable from the Horida L egidaurésweb site, 25 of dividing resdentsin ajurisdiction, in this case, the
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1 Online Sunshine 1 residents of the entire gate of Floridaiinto different
2 Theredigricting plan for the State House and Senate 2 dectord seatsor didricts. Regpportionment and
3 will be passed in the form of ajoint resolution by the 3 redigricting are Condtitutiona requirements and both the
4 Legidaure which will not be subject to the Governor's 4 Forida Condtitution and the United States Condtitution
5 goprova or veto but will be reviewed by the Florida 5 requires this process to commence every ten years after the
6 Supreme Court. 6 census.
7 The plan determining Congressiond digtricts, on the 7 Because of Foridas populaion increase over the lat
8 other hand, will nat be reviewed by the Supreme Court but 8 ten years, Horidawill have two additiond membersinthe
9 will be subject to the Governor's gpprovd or veto. | 9 United States Congressfor atota of 25 seets. Therefore
10 encourage everyoneto carefully review the 2000 census. It 10 with regard to Congressiond didtricting the State
11 isthe essertid building block on which Horidds 1 Legidaurewill need to create 25 new, separate and
12 redigricting planswill bebuilt. The United States 12 contiguous digtricts to cover the entire sate, one for
13 cenausweb steisaso available a the front desk. 13 each of those membersof Congress The Legidaurewill
14 Now we are here to ligen and consider your voice We 14 aso need to divide the sate into 40 state digtricts and
15 encourage eech member of the public to testify and hdp us 15 120 Sate House of Representative digtricts dthough the
16 crt your legidative digricts. Wewill dso encourage 16 Legidaure may, if they choose, reduce the number of Sate
17 written submissionsin addition to thetesimony during the 17 Senate and House didrictsto aslow as 30 and 80
18 public hearing. Everyone who wishesto goesk must make 18 respectively.
19 aureto fill out agpesker's card, that's the only way we 19 The Horida Congtitution dso requires the State House
20 will know if you wish to gpesk and &fter the hearing the 20 aswdl as State Senate didtricts be consecutively numbered
21 only way we will know who actudly spoke. The cardsare 21 in either contiguous, overlgpping or identica territory.
2 dso avalable a the front desk. 22 Commencing with these public hearings the Sate Legidaure
23 In addition, because we want to hear everyone, we must 23 will begin congidering the opinion of Horida citizens
24 limit your commentsto four minutes. So wewill limit your 24 Later onin thefdl committeeswill begin, and in January
25 commentsto four minutes. On behdf of House Speeker Tom | 25 thefull Legidature will begin the process of devdoping
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1 and conddering different digricting plans. Asthe 1 Sate Supreme Court and nat the Governor thet will review
2 chairman gtated, the regular session endsin March of 2002, 2 the plan to determineits vaidity.
3 Although the legidaive process can be conduded in the 3 Now let'stak alittle bit about redigtricting
4 regular sesson for redidtricting, the Condtitution does 4 principles. In adopting aredigricting plan, the
5 provide for additiond sessonsin the evert the work of 5 Legidature will be guided by severd factors. Some of
6 the Legidature on redidtricting is not completed within 6 thoseindude the principle of one person, one vote and the
7 the regular session. 7 requirements of the United States Condtitution and Federa
8 The Horida Condtitution, in fact, requiresthe 8 datutes. Firgt the principle commonly referred to as one
9 Governor to reconvenethe Legidaturein agpecid sesson 9 person, one vote devel oped from aseries of landmark United
10 in the event the redigtricting plans are not adopted in the 10 Sates Supreme Court casesinthe 1960s. And generdly
11 regular session. This gpecid session on redidtricting 1 this principle sands for the proposition that each
12 should nat, would not exdude -- excuse me, would not 12 person's vate should count as much as anyone dsesvote,
13 excead 30 consscutive days 13 Inthe context of redigtricting, this principleis
14 From there the process becomes alittle more 14 used to defeet the practice that exigted in severd dates
15 technicd. And let me atempt to explain the processes by 15 of mantaining digtrictsfor legidative officesthat were
16 bresking out the Congressiond processfirg and the Sate 16 subgtantidly different in population.
17 legidative process. If during the regular or the specid 17 The Supreme Court conduded the significant
18 Ses50n regpportionment plans are adopted by the 18 digpaitiesin digtrict populaion resulted in each votein
19 Legidature for Congress, the Governor has the opportunity 19 the amdler digrict actudly carrying more weight than the
20 to gpprove or veto the adopted plans. Under Section 5 of 20 votesinthelarger digtrict. In effect, the one person,
21 the Vating Rights Act, asswe will discussin aminute, the 21 one vote andard prevents mgjor digparitiesin the
22 Judtice Department or the United States Federd Didrict 2 cregtion of Congressiond and State legidative digtricts.
23 Court for the Digtrict of Columbiamust dso review cartan 23 The courts have given us some guidance on that point. And
24 parts of the plan in aprocess known as preclesrance. 24 for Congressond didtricts, the courts have indituted the
25 Now with repect to the State House and Senate seats, 25 drictest standard.
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1 if the Legidature adopts redigricting plansthen 15 days 1 Asarule of thumb, populaion among different
2 after passage the Florida Attorney Generd isrequired to 2 digrictsin one state should be substantialy lessthan
3 petition the Horida Supreme Court for a determination of 3 1 percent overdl devidion. Deviation isanayzed bassd
4 the vdidity of the Legidaurésplan. If the Horida 4 on the concept of theided didtrict Sze. For example, in
5 Supreme Court dedaresthe Legidatures planto be 5 the case of Horida, if you take the Sate's total
6 invaid, then the Condtitution mandatesthat within five 6 popul ation as reported by the censusand divideit by 25
7 days of such determination the Governor must reconvene the 7 Congressiond didtricts, the resulting number would be the
8 Legidature in an extraordinary sesson of no morethan 15 8 ided szefor each didrict inthe sate.
9 days a which session the Legidaure adopts ajoint 9 Congressiond didtricts should then be drawn to be
10 resolution conforming to the judgment of the Horida 10 well within this 1 percent of theided number. For State
11 Supreme Court. 1 legidative didricts, the courts have permitted a greater
12 Assuming the regular and specid sessions end without 12 devidion among digtricts and the courts have acoepted
13 adoption of aredigricting plan for the Sate Legidature, 13 differences between digtricts of up to 10 percent totd
14 the Attorney Generd must, pursuant to the Condtitution, 14 devidion in cartain crcumstances.
15 petition the Forida Supreme Court to commence 15 Other important factors, other important Sandards
16 ddliberations on the etablishment of aredigricting plan. 16 that factor into the Legidaures consderation are set
17 Within 60 days of this petition the Forida Supreme Court 17 forthinthe Vating Rights Act of 1964 asamended and the
18 mugt file an order setting forth such aplan. Aswith 18 Equd Protection Clause of the United States Condtitution.
19 Congressiond redidricting, theremugt dsobea 19 Section 2 of the Vating Rights Act prohibits any practice
20 preclearance andyd's on sdected portions of Horidas 20 or procedure indluding certain redigtricting practices that
21 plan. 21 impair the ability of aminority community to elect
2 In effect, to recap the two different processeswith 22 candidates of its choice on an equa basiswith nonminority
23 respect to Congressond redigricting, it isthe Governor 23 candidates
24 who isempowered by the Condtitution to Sign or veto the 24 Another section of the Vating Rights Act, Section 5,
25 bill. And with respect to State redidricting, it isthe 25 gopliesto certain jurisdictions that have previoudy met
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1 the criteriafor thistype of review. The courtshave 1 fromabout 13 millionin 1990 to roughly 16 million asa
2 dated that Section 2 and Section 5 of the Voting Rights 2 result of the 19 -- or excuse me, the 2000 census. Thisis
3 Act entailsadifferent process of andyss. 3 agrowthraeof 23.5 percent. And asaresult of this
4 Under Section 5, covered jurisdictions are required to 4 growth, Horida has gained two new Congressond seets for
5 submit any proposad changes to the practices or procedures 5  agrandtotd of 25 now.
6 afecting voting which indudes any changesto legidative 6 Miami-Dade County is Horidals most populous county.
7 digtrictsresulting in redistricting for gpprova by either 7 Andasyou can see, Pinellas County, where we are tonight,
8 the Attorney Generd of the United States or the Federd 8 isthefifth largest county in terms of population in the
9 Didtrict Court of the Didrict of Columbia. Thishasto be 9 dtate of Florida. Flagler County received the greatest
10 done prior to implementation of those plans or procedures. 10  percentagerate of growth in the State of Florida between
11 Thisprocessistherefore known as preclearance. And 11 1990 and 2000 and they grew a arate of 73.6 percent. And
12 in Floridathe covered jurisdictions subject to 12 thefivecountieswith the largest percentage rate of
13 predearanceindude Callier, Hardy, Hendry, Hillsborough 13 growth were Hagler, Sumpter, Callier, Wekullaand Osceola
14 and Monroe Counties. The vag mgority of preclearance 14 Jacksonville remains Floridals most populous city.
15 requests are made directly to the United States Attorney 15 S Petersburg isfourth on that list with about 250,000.
16 Gengd'sOffice. Predlearanceis obtained if the Attorney 16  Deding with minority population: Asaresult of the 2000
17 Generd effectively indicates thet the office hasno 17  cenwus the African-American populaion in Floridaiis about
18 objection to the change or if, a the expiration of 60 days 18 14 and ahdf percent of the state's populaion and it is
19 from submisson, no objection to this admitted change has 19  now the number two minority behind Hispanics which now make
20 been made by the Attorney Generd. 20  up 16.8 percent of the state's population. The median age
21 Whether it's through the court proceeding or the 21  inHoridahesrisento 38.7 years. Thisisanincresse
22 adminidrative process through the Attorney Generd's 22 from36.3in 1990.
23 COffice, the covered jurigdiction isthe one who bearsthe 23 Age 65-plus, our seniors, are an important group in
24 burden of demondrating the proposed vating change, quite, 24  thedateof Florida We now have about 2.8 million
25 does not have the purpose and will not have the effect of 25  Horidiansage 65 and above. And whilethisisan increase
Pege 15 Page 17
1 denying or gbridging the right to vote on account of race 1 of about 440,000 since 1990, the actua percentage of the
2 or color or membership in any language minority group. The 2 population age 65 and above decreased from 18.3 percent to
3 andysis performed under Section 5isdso at timesknown 3 17.6 percent.
4 asarerogresson andyss. 4 AsMr. DeGrandy touched on briefly, the populaions
5 In condusion, Mr. Chairman, as some of us know, the 5 per digtrict, theidedl population for a State House
6 legd rules regarding the redigtricting and regpportionment 6 digrict asaresult of the 2000 censuswill be about
7 processes are indeed complex. And this very short 7 133,000 people. Theided population for a Stete Senate
8 presentetion can only provide genera guidance on some of 8 digtrict will be about 400,000 people. And theided
9 the ddlicate issues that will gpply to the process, some of 9 populetion for aCongressiond digtrict will be about
10  which have not been fully decided by the courts 10 639,000 people.
11  Mr. Charman, on behdf of my Senate colleegues and House 11 Now let me give you a brief overview of the Tampa Bay
12 legd team, wethank you for the opportunity to make this 12 areapopulation. Thecity of Tampaisjust over 300,000
13 presentation and Sand reedy to assist you. 13 people according to the 2000 census. It'sthethird most
14 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Next wewill hear apresantetion | 14 populouscity in the state of Horida Hillsborough County
15 by Todd Thomson of the House Redidtricting Committee. 15  grewtojust under 1 million people a about a 20 percent
16 Whichwill requirelegd ad and | think well have to exit 16  rate of growth from 1990 to 2000 and Hillsborough now ranks
17 dageright for amoment so wewon't bein the line of 17 fourthinterms of population for those counties.
18  fire Yourerecognized. 18 . Petersburg is Pindlas County's most populous city
19 MR. THOMSON: Thank you, Mr. Charman. It will tekea 19  withapopulation of just under aquarter of amillion
20  second for the projector to warm up. (Pause) | 20  people. With a4 percent increase over the 1990 population
21 gpologize, due to the lighting in the room some may not be 21 S Petersburgis now Horidds fourth most populous city.
22  aletoseedl of the presentation but | will try to go as 22 Pindlas County isnow a about 920,000 people, arate of
23 dow aspossblein reading out numbers so everybody can 23 growth of 8.2 percent. And Pindlas County ranksfifthin
24 takethosein. 24 termsof populaion for Foridas counties.
25 Florida's population has grown over the last ten years 25 Pasco County, just to our north, has a populaion
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1 according to the 2000 census of 344,765. Thisisa 1 Wedoometo the public hearing.
2 22,6 percent increase over the 1990 population. Hernando 2 MS. LAW: Thank you. My nameisFay Lav and | ama
3 County, apopulation of 130,000, grew & a29.4 percent 3 member of the eering committee for People Over Palitics
4 increase over 1990. Polk County's populaion now is 4 our director would have been here but she has been blessed
5 483,924, itsa19.4 percent increase over 1990. 5 with her firg grandchild and so I'm taking her place.
6 Citrus County, according to the 2000 census, had a 6 | wish to thank dl of you for the opportunity you
7 population of 118,085. Thisisa26.3 percent increase 7 have provided to the public to heer their viewson
8 over the 1995 dection. Manatee County to our south, 8 redigricting that mugt take placein their community and |
9 according to the 2000 census, has apopulation of 264,002, 9 certainly do not envy you for the task you have before you.
10 Thisisa24.7 percent increase over the 1990 popul ation. 10 I'm sure you are aware of the petition that's currently
11 You can find dl thisinformation and more on the two 1 being dirculated for Sgnatures by People Over Palitics
12 redigricting web Stes. The House web addressis 12 Onewhich would establish additiond andardsthat are
13 Horidaredigricting.org. And the Senate web addressis 13 currently required for legidative and Congressond
14 through the regular Online Sunshine, backdash, Senate 14 digrictsin our Florida Condtitution.
15 Redigricting. This-- theweb steswill beonthe 15 We ds0 have a petition wherewe would like to
16 information that you pick up inthe back. Thank you, 16 establish an independent redigtricting commisson to
17 Mr. Chairman. 17 complete the work that you haveto st ébout. Of courseif
18 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, St Director 18 passed neither of these proposaswould affect this current
19 Thomson. And now, ladies and gentlemen, we moveto the 19 work of thiscommittee. So asaresult, what wein People
20 public testimony. Andwheat | will dois| will cal out 20 Over Palitics hope you will doisto gpply the additiond
21 your number on your appearance card. If youll look at 21 gandards we have proposed in our petitionsinto the
22 your gppearance card, it should be on the lower right side, 2 redigtricting you are about to undertake and thet isto
23 thereisanumber. 23 ensure that the digtricts you cregte are compact and
24 Andwell just go through in the order in which you 24 composed of contiguous territory avoiding the division of
25 signed up and gart with Number 1. Wecometo the 25 countieswherever possible. Flease do not dilutethe
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1 committee. 1 voting strength of any group based on race, religion, or
2 MR. MCALARNEY: Good evening, Chairman Byrd, Danid 2 nationa origin. And do not draw linesthat favor or
3 Webgter, and other members from the board here. My nameis 3 disfavor any incumbent, political party, or other person.
4 Henry McAlarney. I'm here to represent Pasco County and 4 We are fully aware of the complexity of drawing
5 a0 Tressurer of the West Pasco Republican Club. It's 5 digrict linesto these gandards. Bt it can be doneand
6 important that Pasco County hold onto its three legidative 6 isbeing donein other dates. Obvioudy there may be many
7 seats Wein Pasco County enjoy having Congressman Mike 7 waysin which to draw a particular legidative didrict.
8 Bilirakis representing us for he has fought for our 8 All we ask isthat every attempt be made to draw the lines
9 veterans, schools, and senior citizens. We request thet 9 as dose to these gandards as you can.
10  whenyou redigrict you keep Mike Bilirakisin Pasco 10 Didtricts created to favor one person or one party
11  County. 11  serveonly that person or party not the voting public asa
12 The Republican legidation is making amore open 12 whole. Didrictsthat split minority groupsto such an
13 processfor the public than was done ten years ago. More 13 extent that they have little or no voicein their
14  Republicans are sarving on the House and Senate 14  government dso do agrest dissarvice to acommunity.
15  Redigricting Committee than ten years ago, meaning more 15  Obvioudy regpportionment isavery political process.
16  membersaredirectly involved in the process. Hearings are 16  Pessemakeit asfar aone asyou possbly can. Using
17 being hddin every areaof Horidaand thisis opening a 17 these standardswill help to restore trust in our dectord
18  legd processto everyone. 18  processand strengthen our representative government. The
19 In my opinion, the 1992 redigtricting by its nature 19  work you do will &ffect our citizensfor the next ten
20  wasMachiavdlian. It produced recidly didtricting 20  years. Weask you do your job well. And thank you very
21 segregaion. Andit coined theword "bleaching” whichis 21 much for this opportunity to spesk to you.
22 wrong, wrong, wrong. So | call upon my learned friendsto 22 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 3.
23 dotheright thing and to do an honorable job when 23 MR. ZACHEM: Good afternoon. My name is Dave Zachem.
24 redigricting. Thank you. 24 | reddein S. Petersburg, alittle to the south of here.
25 REPRESENTATIVEBYRD: Thank you. Spesker Number2. | 25 AndI'd liketo bring to your attention three issues that
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1 focus primarily and mogt Sngularly on Pindlas County. 1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Spesker Number 4.
2 I'm here representing mysdlf today dthough | have 2 Number 4. Welcome to the public hearing.
3 tedtified as a consultant in regpportionment in "72in 3 MR. NEHR: Thank you. My nameis Peter Nehr and |
4 Federd court and wasinvolved in the '67 regpportionment 4 livein House Didtrict 47 in the town of Tarpon Springs.
5 and severd other regpportionment issuesin the '60s and 5  I'mthepresident of the Betty Behone Association,
6 70s. Therearethreeissuesin Pindlas County thet | 6 (phonetic) president of the upper Pindllas Republican Club
7 would like you who are going to be writing the House lines 7  and dso acandidate for Tarpon Springs City Commission and
8 to have an impact on those of usin Pindlas Courty. 8  assuch has spoken to many of the citizens of our town, and
9 Onewhich isthe Sngle-mogt important issuein 9 receive many opinions about the upcoming redidricting of
10 Pindlas County isthe potentid loss of representation in 10  boththeHouse and Senate
1 the House ddegation and dso in the Senate ddegetion. In 11 And I'm here this afternoon to impress upon al of you
12 the House ddegation I've spent alittle bit of timeon 12 not to make the same migtakes regarding redigricting as
13 this subject and I've presented amap herewhichisa 13 tha weremadein 1992. Asyou remember the Legidature at
14 precinct map of Manatee County. I'veindicated 34,653 14  thattimein my opinion drew the linesin avery unfair and
15 populaion unitsin Manatee County that if added to 15  hgphazard way. Communities were split apart into different
16 Didtrict 55 would reduce the burden of losing avoicein 16  digricts. Some communities, induding Tarpon Springs,
17 the Aindlas County ddegation. 17  weresplit anongst different counties. And the district
18 | want totdl you | fed thisisextremely important. 18  lineswent from being neat and compact to elongated,
19 Thisisone of the very few areas wherewe can rdieve the 19 illogica and gerrymandered. 1'm asking you today not to
20 pressurein Findlas County of logng aHouse member. The 20  maekethose same mistakes.
21 addition of 35,000 gpproximeate population on the 21 Asaditizen of Tarpon Springs, I'm requesting that
2 Didrict 55 would go atremendous, atremendous disancein 22 you consder putting Tarpon Springs once moreinto an
23 kegping usfrom losing aHouse member. 23  dl-Pindlasdidtrict represented by the Honorable Gus
24 The second mogt important issueto usiswe have one 24 Bilirakis. Even though the Honorable Rob Wallace has done
25 digrict, Digtrict 54, in Mr. Carassas digtrict, 25  anoutdanding job asour Representative, | firmly believe
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1 Representative Carassas, which | bieve has anissue of 1  tha by consolidating Tarpon Springsinto one district our
2 compectness. That didrictissolong it rallsright up 2 dtizenswill be much better served as they will have one
3 thewest coadt. It failsto consder communitiesthat are 3 Representative for the entire area.
4 on the other side of the Intracoastd, which if onewould 4 Thank you again for alowing this to be amuch more
5 takeinto consderation both Sdes of the Intracoastd, 5 open process than in the past and alowing the public to
6 both the barrier idand and the east Sde, thisdidtrict 6  paticipate and dso dlowing more legidatorsto be
7 does not -- would not withstand the argument of 7 directly involved in your decison. And last of dl, |
8 compactness. 8 want to thank you for meking this redistricting process
9 Thethird issue has to do with something allittle bit 9 both fair and citizen friendly. Thank you.
10 more esoteric and that hasto do withthe city | residein, 10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Spesker Number 5.
1 . Petersburg, we have roughly aquarter of amillion 11 Number 5. Welcome
12 people. Y ou could dividethat district into two House 12 MS VAN PELT: Thank you. I'mToni Van Pdt. I'm
13 digricts, you could divideit into four digtricts, which 13 redly happy that you started this process using the
14 wewould share our House member with other didricts. 14 practice of government in the sunshineand I'd like to be
15 Itismy opinion and the opinion of many people that 15  assured that you plan on continuing that. | spent some of
16 the more legidators you share agovernmentd unit with the 16  my timethisafternoon spesking with Joe (5c¢) Guthrie, who
17 better your governmentd unit doesin Tdlahassee. Itis 17 isavery swel fdlow, taking about the software for
18 just asheer mater of numbers. If I've got four members 18 redigtricting. It costs $20 for the disk and you have to
19 of the House to go talk to that represent precinctsin the 19  haveasubstantid outlay of cash to be ableto afford the
20 city of St. Petersburg rather than two, | do better. 20  computer system to actudly put it up and running.
21 Not only that, with four membersrather than two 21 | talked to him about lessons. And he told me about
2 members the dity coversafar grester number of committess 22 hishep ste and that he's putting together a program
23 inddethe ddiberative body. Those arethethreeissues 23 of -- curriculum for you-dl to train you on this very
24 that | wanted to bring to your attention. | thank you very 24 complicated software that has been developed. He planson
25 much and | will 5t down. Have agood day. 25  doing, & thistime, aone-hour interrogatory lesson, a
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1 90-minute advanced topics lesson and a 90-minute expert's 1  dong thelineduring the next ten yearsin 1992 something
2 topicslesson. Hetalks about perhaps putting that up on 2 happened. And thishasto be aridiculous method of
3 the web Ste so that the public can accessthat o thet we 3 gerrymandering. In some cases communities were split four
4 can gain thisknowledge because thisis avery complicated 4 ways Membersdidnt know wherethey served and citizens
5 System. 5  didn't know who their Representatives were.
6 | ds0 gpoketo him about what access the public would 6 So | would just ask you as you move forward in this
7 haveto this software and then therefore to this process 7  fair process kegp it on-line. Keep the citizensinvolved.
8 and to be able to become intdligent and educated on 8  Andmod important, listen to them. They have good ideas.
9 redigricting. Andwetaked about sending it to al the 9  Andbdieve me, they want to know who their Representatives
10 public libraries or some of the public librariesin our 10  ae They want digtrictsthat are compact. Keep
11 communities, inour counties. Also, wetaked about 11  communitiesintact. And basicaly, they want to be part of
12 perhaps sending it to universities and junior college 12 theprocess. And I thank you for being here today.
13 libraries, places that would have thekind of hardware thet 13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Thank you,
14 would be required to operate this system. 14  Representative Jones, for your serviceto your community in
15 | dso would like to recommend that there be a course 15  thedaeof Forida Number 7.
16 st up for the public of having ingructors cometo these 16 MS. STEVENS: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. |
17 library Stesand having public education set up totrain 17  agppreciate having the opportunity to spesk before you
18 usin these different courses as this process goes on. 18  today. My nameis Barbara Stevens and I'm on the executive
19 There cannot be government in the sunshineif it'sso 19  committee of Pindlas County. I'm aprecinct committee
20 complicated. | understand there's over 300 different sats 20  womean for Precinct 306 and my didtrict is Didtrict 54.
21 of criteriabuilt into the softwareif we don't understand 21 Frsof al today, I'd like to discuss for generd
2 how to useit. So our request to you today isto make sure 22 information, not for you but for the audience, what the
23 that we are educated and thisis our recommendation on how 23  Sate Legidaure has done concerning redigtricting. And
24 you do that. Thank you. 24 then| would liketo talk about my own district, 54.
25 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 6. Number 6. The | 25 Asweal know from the founding of our courtry, we
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1 Honorable Dennis Jones Welcome. 1 have had dected Representativesto serve uson dl levels
2 MR. JONES: Thank you, Honorable cochairman, and 2 of government therefore, we are arepresentative democracy.
3 members. Let mesay how refreshing it isredly to be 3 Aswe dso know, our Horida Legidature isredrawing the
4 through a regpportionment sessonina 4 digrict linesfor the Sate L egidature and the United
5 Republican-controlled Legidaure. I'm probably one of the 5 Sates House of Representatives. In drawing these new
6 few in thisroom that have been through regpportionment 6 digtricts our Condiitutiona requirementsisto ensure that
7 twice under a Democratic-controlled environment. Let me 7 esch Representative or State Senator serves roughly the
8 say, it'salot different. 8 same number of people basad on the 2000 cenaus.
9 Back when we went through regpportionment in ‘81 and 9 Aswe dso know, redidricting isand has been dways
10 '91, we didn't have accessto computers. A lot of us 10 acortroversd issue. However, | persondly fed our
11 didn't even have access to the regpportionment floor where 1 Sae Legidatureis conducting agood and equitable
12 the committeeswere taking place. So | commend you on 12 process. For example, the Republican Legidaureismeking
13 having thisfair, open, legd process. But I'd liketo 13 this amore open process for the public than was done ten
14 confine my remarkstoday just to Pindllas County. 14 yearsago. Morelegidators are sarving on the House and
15 Prior to 1981, this county served multimember 15 Sendte redigtricting committee then ten years ago meaning
16 digrictsin an urban areg, which means our county was 16 that more members are actively involved in the process.
17 divided in hdf. Five House membersran in the south 17 The Republican Legidature is making software
18 county. Four raninthenorth. And three Senatarsran 18 available to the public for $20 so that anyone can draw
19 countywide. We went through the regpportionment and took | 19 maps and make their own suggestions even from ther home.
20 thenew linesin 1982. AndI'dliketoleavethis. | know 20 Ten years ago computer accesswas limited only to the
21 your gaff hasit. I'll just leaveit asan exhibit. 21 Democratic mgority in the capitol and many Republican
2 If you redly look a thoselines, a thet time | 22 legidators were not even dlowed access to computers.
23 think the Democrats, at least for Pindlas County, did a 23 Hearingslikethisare being held dl over the date of
24 very fair job in having compact, concise digtricts that 24 Horida
25 meant Some amount of senseto our citizens. Somewhere 25 In addition, Republicans are soliciting testimonies,
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1 inputs, maps and plansto be submitted dectronicdly by 1 Condtitutiondly, politicaly, and otherwise well
2 way of E-mail which will dlow for amore open process and 2 representative of the people of the sate of Florida.
3 for amore public review of the plans asthe process 3 There could be no better body in my opinion to handle this
4 progresses. All formaly submitted planswill be posted on 4 job.
5 the Legidaturés web ste making these plans available for 5 Additiondly, you are being asked by many to respect
6 public review. 6 municipa boundaries, kegp communities of interest intact,
7 And hearings, aswewel know likethis hearing, are 7 and have digricts that are compact and square. We share
8 being hdd dl over the sate of Horida. Thereforewe can 8 that god. But we are dso awarethat whileit'safar
9 say that Republican legidators are committed to afair, to 9 god, alaudeble god, it sounds Smpler thanit isand may
10 an open, andto alegd process. I'd like now totalk 10 be harder to accomplish than one may think. For ingance,
11 about my Didrict 54. I'm very fortunateto livein House 1 throughout Horida the boundaries of many municipdlities
12 Didrict 54 with avery cgpable John Carassas asmy State 12 are often srange in gppearance resulting from haphazard
13 Representetive. | agreewith Mr. Carasssswho hasproposed | 13 annexdions and other attempts a, if we can use the word,
14 that the digtrict remain essentidly the same despiteits 14 "gerrymandering.”
15 length which indudes dl the beach communitiesfrom 15 I'm aware of this on afirghand bassbecause | was
16 Cleawater Beachto TieraVerde 16 for the better part of adecade on something cdled the
17 The communities dong the barrier idands and near the 17 Findlas County Planning Coundil which was an attempt
18 Intracoastdl have more in common with each other than their 18 created by the Legidaure and voters of Pindlas County to
19 counterparts further inland. Many of their needs and their 19 get the various municipditiesin the county government to
20 community interests are Smilar and they know these needs 20 work together herein Pindlas
21 will be responded to by their Representativewithwhomthey | 21 Additiondly, we have resdentsin Findlas County who
22 have bonded and with whom they can eedly identify. The 2 live around their municipdities with street addresses when
23 gronger the community, the more easily the community to 23 in fact -- with city street addresses, | beg your pardon,
24 work together with their Representatives. 24 but who, infact, live outsde these city limits. Wedso
25 Therefore, | proposethet Didtrict 54 remains 25 have unincorporated communities, quite large ones, like
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1 essentialy the same. Thank you for this opportunity to 1  PdmHabor. Noneof these havelegd boundaries as such
2 spesk before you. 2 defining them, thereby making it hard to keep them intact
3 REPRESENTATIVEBYRD: Thank you. Number 8. 3 oruniting them with other communities to form legidative
4 MR. JROTKA: Membersof the committee on 4  didricts Incloging, dlow meto urge you and the entire
5 goportionment, wdlcome. My nameisGeorge Jrotka. I'man | 5 Legidature to draw compact districts defined by our mgjor
6 atorney herein Clearwater and in Tampawith the law firm 6 roadways and naturd boundaries not only for your sake but
7 of Fowler, White, Gilewide, and Banker. Two of my dients 7  forthe sake of the public trust and confidence. Thank
8 are the Republican party of Horidaand the Pindlas County 8  you
9 Republican Executive Committee. | resdeat 1120 North 9 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 9.
10 Boulevard in Beledire Shore. | wasgoingtoreed a 10 MR. COLLINS: Good &fternoon, cochairman and members
1 prepared Statement, somewhat lengthy but thenl savhdf my | 11 of thecommittee. My nameis Ed Collinsand | livein
12 legidative ddegaion here and | don't want to have any 12 Trinity, Horidain Pasco County. Today isagood day. |
13 trouble with them so I'll abbreviateit. (Laughter.) 13 got $300 from George Bush and thet's the first time thet's
14 Ladiesand gentlemen, you have alarge responghility 14 happenedinmy life. I'm here primarily to request you
15 to fulfill in redrawing the voting digtricts of the Sate 15  giveserious consderdion for a Senate digtrict for Pasco
16 of Horida Thelegidaive branchisthe peoplésvoice 16  County, Horida If you look at the Senate district maps
17 in government. Giventhis | find it odd thet various 17 youll find Pasco County is comprised of three Senate
18 groups, well intentioned no doubt, are championing or 18  didricts Didrict 10, which is heavy Hernando County
19 supporting something cdled Return Floridas Government to 19  populous Digrict 13, which isheavy Hillsborough County
20 the People by cregting a regpportionment board. 20  populaion; and Digtrict 19, which is heavy Pindlas
21 The movement towards aregpportionment board in my 21 County.
2 opinion doesjust the opposite. It takes away power from 22 We currently have three Senators who do an outstanding
23 the people by placing this repongbility of redrawing 23 jobforus Butasyour saff pointed out, the population
24 vating didrictsin the hands of a potentidly unelected, 24 hasgrown 22.6 percent. Were currently at around 350,000.
25 unaccountable board. The Horida Legidaureis 25  Andwethink it's about time that we had the ability to
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1 detaSmator whoisaresdent of Pesoo County. 1 over 100 milesto make sure thet we were here to fulfill
2 I'm aformer county commissioner and ononehend asa 2 our dutiesasditizens. | want to thank you for your
3 spesker hed mentioned earlier, the more Represantatives you 3 congderation and wewill trust that wewill hear from you
4 have, the better it isfor the courty. And I'd like to say 4 and from -- with our concerns. Thank you.
5  itsraher dfficult to meke roundsto three Seatorswhen 5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 11.
6  youcenhavethe opportunity to go to one 6 MS. ROSEN: Good afternoon, committee and
7 In addition, there are alot of corflicts thet cen be 7 Representatives. My nameis Doris Rosen | livein Port
8  crested when you have a Senator representing muitiple 8 Richey whichisin Pasco County. | have threewisheswhich
9  oounties We hed aspedific stuetion back in the '90s 9 | would like to share with you. Thefirst oneis| would
10 involving water between Findlles Hillsborough, and Pesoo 10 like to see awomean President of the United States.
1 Courty. And Senetor Letveladid an outstanding job in u Thesscond wishiis | would like to seeawomen
12 ledarship in resolving those so-called water wars: But 12 Governor of Horida. And the third wish, | wishwewould
13 thepotentid for conflictsis there and we ask you to 13 take the redigtricting process out of the hands of the
14 sarioudy condder giving Pesco Courty its own Senate 14 incumbents and their parties by dither indituting clear
5 disrict 15 criteriathat map-makers must follow or by establishing
16 Firdlly, before | leave, I'm d0 atrugee of Pasco 16 independent nonpartisan commissions.
17 adHemendo Community College and I'd like to take this 17 | peek thet as adedicated Democrat where | think
18 opportunity to thenk the Legidature for the funding 18 that thiswhole process should be nonpartisan. | bdieve
19  increesesthet we have ssn over theladt five years: Its 19 that hearings be held in more aress 0 that Horidians do
20 good to seethet education isa priority regerdess whet 2 not havetotrave sofar. | think it should be better
2 themedasaysin Tellshessee and particularly community 21 publicized in the paper. An addresswould help, you know.
2 odlegefunding. Thenk you. 2 Many of usfrom outside the areadid not know where the
PA] REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Spesker Number 10. 23 Long Center was. And there are many peoplein Pindlaswho
24 Numbe 10, 24 don't know where the Long Center isdther.
5 MS ROSS Thark you, Mr. Chairmen, and members of the 5 | believe the Sate Legidature commit to holding
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1 Joint Redidricting Committee for the opportunity to 1  public hearings after plans are released <o that the public
2 addressyou today. My nameisJoann Ross. | livein 2 canreactto actud proposas. | believethat no plan be
3 Hudson, Horida. 1'm herewith anumber of groups. And | 3 prepared or debated until afull public debate on specific
4 am dso the copresident of Pasco Nationd Organization for 4  guiddinesisheld and guiddines are adopted and
5 Women. We arejoining with others here today to urgethe 5 published.
6 committee to establish sandards thet incorporate the basic 6 And lagt but not leest, Pasco County has been chopped
7 dements of farnessinto this chalenging and very 7 up,diced and diced. And three telephone area codes only
8 important process of developing new mapsfor palitica 8  givemore support to that. Based on the new population
9 boundaries. 9  ocensusfigures Pasco County deservesther own
10 | was going to comment on Pasco County becausesomeof | 10 representation. The numbers spesk for themselves, Thank
11 the larger counties have not had medtings or hearingsin 11 youfor thisopportunity.
12 the areasuch as Pasoo, Palk, Brevard, and Seminole. 12 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 12,
13 Mr. Cdllinsdid agood job of addressng thet. | havea 13 MS. STEINMAN: Good &fternoon. My nameis Pearl
14 few quegtions. My concern today is assuring accessto the 14 Steinman. I'm from Pasco County, District 46, and I've
15 redigricting plans and dlowing public comment on them 15  beentherefor alongtime, 26 yearsto be exact. | want
16 fallowing thefind map drawing that iscriticd to a 16  tothank you for dlowing meto spesk today. However, |
17 standard of fairness and indusion for Horidds citizens. 17 waswondering why there waant amesting scheduled in Pasco
18 We recommend that thejoint committee schedule public 18  County. | had to comeadl theway to Clearwater, that'sa
19 hearingsin addition to the current schedule that you 19  longway.
20 provide for an opportunity to respond to the mapsthat have | 20 Pasco County has grown 22.6 percent Snce 1990 with a
21 been drawvn. Will you schedule medtings outside of 21 population of 344,765. It seems Pasco County isadways
2 Tadlahassee dfter the maps are drawn? Many peoplewould 22 tredted asagtepchild. There should have been amesting
23 not be able to afford to travel to Tdlahassee or to take 23 inPasco. However, | will ask you now to plesse mekethe
24 timeoff work. And asit istoday, there were no hearings 24 redidricting process a very public onewith full news
25 in Pasco. Many of us have traveled during working hours 25  mediacoverage and dlow input from dl citizensand let's
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1 mekeitfar. Therk you 1 legidators draw their own digtricts, the reapportionment
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 13. 2 plans could facelegd chdllenges a the tremendous cost of
3 MS KOUALICK: Good &tamnoon. I'm Daris Koudidk. | 3 taxpayers dso.
4 liveinNew Port Richey in Pesco County, Stete House 4 The League bdlieves that the regpportionment process
5  Didrict 46, Srete 19. | cameto New Port Richey 49 years 5 needs to be as open and accessble as posshleto the
6  ago. Ivessnalot of chengeinthat imeand 've been 6 public and to the press. The League strongly recommends
7 agang most of it. Air-conditioning and mosguito control 7 thefollowing fair redistricting sandards. Firg, the
8  doexitgointo that cetegory. 8 digtricts should be drawn as egud in populaion as
9 When| came here Jm Crow was very much dive: | 9 possble. Thedigtrict lines should be drawnto form
10 livedthrough al of thoseterrible times when we chenged 10 digrictsthat are compact and composed of contiguous
1 thingsherein Horidaand | remember them. Whenyou u territory respecting county and municipa lineswhenever
12 redigrict, | hope you will try herd to get the proper 12 possible
13 franchiseto those ditizens who were so long denied their 13 The digtricts should be drawn so as not to dilute the
14 volingrights After the last presdentidl dection the 14  voting srength of any group based on race, rdigion, or
15 naioniswatching us Riseabove poliics Do your job. 15 nationd origin. Digtricts should not be drawn to favor
16 History will judgeyou. Thark you. 16 any person or politica party. Thedigtricts should be
17 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 14. Number 14. Number 17 snglemember districtsinduding 25 Congressiondl
18 14 Okay. Numbe 15. 18 digtricts, 40 State Senate didtricts; and 120 State House
19 MS MILLER: Good evening. I'm Janice Miller. I'm 19 digricts. Once again, the League congratulates you for
2 from Oldamer, Pindlas Courty. | redlly dont wart to 20 organizing these public hearings and thanks for the
2 wedeeverybody'stime | thought maybel could sy 21 opportunity for input.
22 something different thet would encourage you to bring beck 2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 19. Number 19.
23 theintegity and the honedly thet some of the ditizens 23 MS. JONES: Good evening. My nameis Charyll Jones
24 bdievethet any of the legidators possess anymore. But 24 and thank you for this opportunity to speak. | would like
25 evayonehes ooken so doquently herethat &l | could do 2 for you to keep into consideration the redidtricting of
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1 isreiterate what I've heard thusfar. Thank you. 1 meaking stronger and building stronger communities and
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Tharnk you. Number 16. 2 familiesand by not dlowing afew to make decisonsin
3 Number 16. Number 17. 3 other communities where they don't have a clue exactly of
4 MS. BAILEY: Hdlo. I'm Card Balley representing the 4 theneedsof that particular community.
5 League of Women Voters of North Pindlas County. Firg of 5 And the digtricting, the way it's planned, sometimes
6 al, wewant to thank you, the leadership of 6  exdudes certain communities according to race, or gender
7 regpportionment, for extending opportunitiesfor the public 7  ordass AndI'masking you that when you're
8 comment acrossthe sate of Florida. These didrict 8 brainstorming to take into consideration to not alow any
9 groupings represent the cornerstone of our represantative 9  of theismsto take place in the digtricting when you
10 democracy andit's only fitting that the public should have 10  decideabout the redigtricting. Thank you.
11 sgnificant input into the process 1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you. Did we skip 18?
12 In the past, regpportionment has taken placein dosed 12 Number 18. Number 20. Number 20.
13 roomswith littleinput by ditizens, incumbent legidators 13 MR. WOLFE: Hdlo. My nameisWillian Walfe I'ma
14 monitored the processto make sure that their districts 14 resdent of Largo. I'd liketo call your attention to this
15 guaranteed their redection. This palitical gamesmanship 15 Wadl Street Journd article from April 23, 2001. I'll
16 resulting in what's known as gerrymandering thet resulted 16 submitit aspart of the record today. It'sentitled, "The
17 inridiculous-looking digtricts that broke up communities 17  Ghog of Elbridge Gerry. Itswritten by Mr. John H. Fund
18 0ldy for the benfit of incumbent legidatorsand the 18  whoisamember of the Wall Street Journdl's editorial
19 political party in power. 19  boad
20 Oneof our digrictsin Findlas coversapiece of 20 Y ou can dso find this article on Opinionjourna .com.
21 suburban Findlas plusrurd counties-- or rurd aressin 21 Mr. Fund talks about Elbridge Gerry, thefirst
2 Manatee and Hillsborough. Such adigtrict mekesit hard 22 gerymanderer who was Governor of Massachusettsin 1812,
23 for asnglelegidator and unfair for candidates having to 23  drew adigrict that resembled a sdlamander and his
24 campaign in adigrict covering three or four counties. 24 opponents named that particular district after him.
25 Because of theinherent conflict of interest when 25 Today, block-by-block computer maps dlow the party in
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1 power to creste maps drawn to dlow dected officidsto 1 gate Supreme Court to goportion. | urgeyou to go to the
2 choosether voters rather than the other way around. 2 People Over Palitics web site, www.peopleoverpalitics.com.
3 Mr. Fund goesinto the possibilities for gerrymandering and 3 You will find there that virtualy every newspaper inthe
4 then looks @ theintimate commission dternaive and the 4 date has endorsed theseinitiatives. | urgeyouto
5 dternative within the gate of lowawhereredigricting is 5 legidatively passtheseinitiatives and put them on the
6 done by aprofessiond g&ff of the Legidature. 6 balot before the next dection. Thank you.
7 The professond gt is charged with maintaining the 7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 21
8 unity of counties and cities and creating compact digtricts 8 MS. REESE: Good &fternoon, Mr. Chairman, State
9 without regard to the previous dection results. By law 9 legidators. 1'd liketo thank you for this opportunity
10 they cannat take into account where incumbentslive or any 10 for Ietting me address you this efternoon. My nameis
11 demographic information other than population. Mr. Fund 1 Luanne Reese and | work at Bon Secoursin St Petersourg
12 cals on gates to adopt gandardsthat prevent the worst 12 and we have both killed nurang and assigted living. And
13 gerrymandering abuses by demanding contiguity and 13 | was thinking maybe you didn't have skilled nurang and
14 compactness. 14 nursng home issuesto grapple with but it soundslike
15 Lagt year, he says, Arizonabecamethe sixth gateto 15 youll have something to replace it this coming year. And
16 have acommisson draw itspalitical boundaries So 16 | would like to thank you on behdf of al of Horidas
17 Mr. Fund of the Wdl Streat Journd ediitorid boardisin 17 ddersfor thejob you did do in hdping uswith reform for
18 favor of having these commissons draw the boundaries. 18 nursng homes
19 Fund gates, Upon leaving office Ronadd Reegan promised 19 Many of thethingsthat have been covered by other
20 that he would devote time and energy to, quote, tell the 20 people here have been taked about and are very vdid
21 American people the truth about how the dectord process 21 issues. Onething | would like to touch uponisthe things
22 has been digtorted, unquote, by gerrymandering, thisvoice 2 that make things different especidly for adidrict like
23 dill, othersmust teke up the call. I'm hereto take up 23 mine. | live on onesde of Gandy Boulevard and work on
24 the cdl today. | cdl on you to stop the gerrymandering. 24 the other Sde of Gandy Boulevard and it puts me with a
25 People Over Pdlitics organization isthe organization 25 whole different ssts of legidators. | had the wonderful
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1 within the state of Horidathat isin the process of doing 1 opportunity to work with Mr. Bilirakis father in
2 something about that. We have atable right outside with 2 Washington aswdl as seeing Mr. Young when | go up to
3 these petitions. | hope everyone heretoday will go out to 3 Washington.
4 that table and sign these petitions. 4 I'd like for you to condder when you are
5 One cdls on the Condtitution to require thet not only 5 redigricting isto look at places, dthough Representative
6 should digtricts have equd population, they should aso be 6 Berfidd doesafantadtic job for usin our digtrict, isto
7 compact and composad of contiguoustertitory, avoiding 7 look a compeacting those digtricts to have usworking into
8 divison of countieswhere possible. Digricts shdl not 8 the S. Petersburg digtrict so that thingswelook &t in
9 dilute vating strength of any group based on race, rdligion 9 the S. Petersburg areq, diversty issues specificdly, are
10 or nationd origin. And digricts shdl not be dravn to 10 things that wewould look at that might be differentina
11 favor or disfavor any incumbent politica party or other 1 Clearwater or aLargo area.
12 person. That's Amendment 1 of People Over Palitics. 1'd 12 The Sigters of Bon Secours, who | most happily
13 a0 placed thisinto the record. 13 represent, wants to make sure that people are treated
14 Amendment 2 of People Over Pdlitics createsa 14 fairly, people are tregted with respect, and people are
15 17-member independent commisson replacing the Legidaure | 15 represented equaly. | encourage youto takedl thisinto
16 to gpportion legidative and Congressiond didtricts 16 congderation when you are doing your rediricting. We
17 fallowing the cenaus. State officids, members of 17 stand ready to assist you in any of theissuesthat you
18 Congress, lobbyigts, party officers, reaives or employees 18 might have condderaion of.
19 aeindigible Commissoners swear not to seek officein 19 | encourageyou to cdl usin the home digtricts,
20 such digtricts or be paid lobbyigts for four years. 20 reach out to us, and ask usthe chdlenge we may face if
21 Sxtesn membears-- 21 something was redigtricted oneway or the ather. Welove
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Y ou have 30 ssconds 22 being apart of the process and we look forwardto being a
23 THEWITNESS: -- by mgority/minority partiessdect a 23 part of the process. Thank you very much for your time and
24 17th member. All dections require threefifths votes. 24 al of your efforts.
25 Adopting aredigricting plan within 180 days requiresthe 25 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 22,
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1 Number 23, 1 party or another. | livein such adidrict.
2 MR. RUSHING:. Goad evening, Cochairman, ad 2 Lagt year no incumbent was running for the sate
3 didinguished members of the Senate and Legidaure. My 3 House, the seet that | livein. And more than one person
4 nameis Steve Rushing and | was born and raised herein 4 actudly ran for the office which isthese days rather
5 Pindlas County and had the privilege of serving asa 5 uncommon. In any evert, therewas-- dl the candidates
6 county judge herein Pindlas County for tenyears. I'm 6 fromthedidrict | lived inweredl Republicans. | don't
7 now aresdent of Pasco County. So | would liketo dso 7 happen to be Republican so | couldn't votein the primary
8 echo the sentiments of Representative Jones and some of the 8 and | did get an opportunity to votein arunoff. |
9 other peoplethat did it much more e oquent than me and 9 under-voted though because | couldnt redly tel,
10 thank you for taking your time and energy to be heretoday 10 fundamentdly tell, the difference between thetwo
11 to givethe public this opportunity to have input into the 1 candidates
12 system. 12 So theincumbent inthe diginct | livein had sated
13 | know you have alat of hard choices beforeyou. I'd 13 his desre to seethe digtrict changed very little. It
14 just liketo talk about two easy, or rddively easy, 14 disturbs me greetly thet officeholders essentialy pick the
15 choices you may have about Pasco County. First onel would | 15 condituents and not the other way around. | dso
16 ask you to condder, letting Pasco County haveits own 16 undergtand that there exists afederd law that has our
17 Senate seet with your parameters of about 400,000 for a 17 U.S. Representatives dected from singlemember didricts
18 Senate seat. They have apopulation now of 344,000. That 18 This reguirement dates back to 1967 and therés not much
19 would seem like thet would make alot of sense under dll 19 you can do about that, they have to be sngle member
20 the guiddinesyou have. 20 digtricts.
21 Also, | would ask thet if at al possible, you try to 21 What | do not understand, given thet -- thereare
22 keep at least the three Representativesin Pasco County 2 votersthat vote for losing mgor party candidates and
23 pretty much theway they are. At least certainly don't add 23 there are votersthat vote for non-mgjority party
24 afourth one. So thank you-dl very much for your time and 24 candidates and there are people who under-vote, and there
25 | sduteyou in your efforts. 25 are people vating for winning candidates that they voted
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1 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 24. 1 for only to deny the other rival from getting the
2 MR. ALLRED: Good evening. My comments tonight will 2 eectord -- ther legidative franchise. All these votes
3 focus on palitical representation. Political 3 dl put together, | believe, comprise amgority, ared
4 representation of al voters, not just merely afew of the 4 majority, of people that are not represented. I'll get to
5 voters. Mysdlf, for example, I'm a politica minority. 5 it--
6 I'm registered to vote but in neither politica party, 6 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Y ou have 30 ssconds
7 major political party. | have no politica representation 7 MR. ALLRED: Regpportioning sngle-member didrictsis
8 in Tdlahassee or in Washington, D.C. There are many 8 your task and | ask that you give consideration to the idea
9 otherslike me, amgority of al voter digiblesin fact. 9 that till retains Sngle member districts unrepresentetive
10 My Sate Representative, State Senator and U.S. 10  thoughthey are Smply to -- | recommend -- | would have
11  Representative represents somefolks but | assure you, not 11  yourecommend to the legidative powers anew option for
12 meand not many others. 12 voters, that isavoter opting out and going to the
13 The notion that a voter can be well represented by 13 digrict and remaining within the tolerances of the one
14  someonethat they, the voter, differ with on significant 14 man, onevote system. | think it's somewheat possible to
15  and/or fundamenta issuesisabsurd. The notion treats 15  havepeoplein digrictsof their own choosing.
16  votersasrdifiersand not selectorswhich wedl pretend 16 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you for coming out.
17 they are. Wl there are winnersand losersin politics. 17 Number 25.
18  Somany voters shouldn't be dectord losersdl thetime. 18 MS. WHEATLY GILIOTTI: Mr. Charman, and committee
19  Atthevery least everyone that wantsto be represented 19  members my nameis Diane Wheetly Giliotti and | residein
20  shouldbe Itistothisend that | cometo you today with 20  PdmHarbor in Pindlas County and | represent only mysdf
21 the suggestion that goes beyond criticiam of a 21  today because you have given me the opportunity to express
22 winner-teke-dl Sngle-member digrict. But firgt, aword 22 adcitizen'sview onredigricting. | urgeyou to craft new
23 aoutdidricts They areusudly draw in such away that 23 didrictsthat are compact and follow county and municipd
24 they transcend the obvious advantages they have for major 24 boundary linesto the extent possible to create districts
25  paties They are dso drawn to be safe for one mgor 25  of dmog equa population levels. Thank you for your
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1  openes 1 Tarpon Springs hasalot of problemsthet are unique and
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Twenty-Sx. 2 not found in other aress. The community has 65 miles of
3 MR. HOLLADAY: Thank you, Charman Byrd. My nameis 3 coagtd waterfront. Mog sates cannot boast having this
4 Tim Holladay from New Port Richey, tha'sin Pasco County. 4 amount of coedd area
5 | enjoyed driving down here. It'sniceto havethe 5 What attracts tourigts and booms devel opment also
6  heaingshere. | remember now why | moved avay 15 years 6 requires sensitivity and thoughtful oversight which hes not
7  ao. I'maSaeFarm agency. I've been well represented 7 happened. It's problemswhich have-- sorry. A river
8 by Representative Fasano and State Senator Latvaa. | 8 meanders through the center of our community. The hedth
9  appreciate ther great, great work that they have donein 9 of the environment isimportant to the economy whichiis
10 thelast few legidaiveterms. And | agreewith 10 tourism, number one. And, number two, afishing industry,
11  Representative Jones, it's great to have a Republican 1 both sport and commercid.
12 legidature regpportionment. 12 At thistimewe have no onewhoislocd to diligently
13 I come from Georgiaand in Georgiawhen they used to 13 protect our interests. We dso havethe 12th most
14  say regpportionment, that meant one thing, no Republicans. 14 polluting power plant in the sate of Florida. And even
15  You could dways court on that. And it's good to have that 15 the Department of Protection (sc) knows where the imported
16  here A lotfriendlier facesaround here. Good to seethe 16 spanned ol comes from or what the power plants emissons
17  folkshere. | thought it wasinteresting the train went 17 may contain. On the ather hand, Representative Bilirakis
18  by. Becauseinthelast two regpportionment hearings, you 18 isfrom the areaand does understand loca concerns. He
19  ocouldjud hear thetrain whistle because you knew what was 19 has done a.good job for the people of hisdidrict Snce
20  going to happen - (Laughter.) At least we're open and 20 comments regarding his representation have dways been
21 weregoing to be open about it in front of everybody. 21 favorable. Representative Bilirakisis available and
22 I'd like to ask dso that the House digtrict in Pasco 2 respongve.
23 remainthesame. We have three excellent Representatives, 23 But should Mr. Bilirakis move on, it would make far
24  Representatives Fiorentino, Fasano, and Littlefield. And, 24 more sense to incorporate Tarpon Sorings neer Pindlas
25  again, we gopreciate the work that Senator Latvala has done 25 County. And many of us could reach our State
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1 but he promised uswed get our own State Senate seet and 1 Representative more reedily. Thank you for your time and
2 we're looking forward to getting a State Senate seet. 2 congderation.
3 (Laughter.) He's done everything dse he said he was going 3 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 28
4 to do. 4 MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me
5 And findly with a 23 percent increase in our 5 the opportunity to speek to you today. My nameis Tom
6 population, wed like to see the Congressiond didtrict 6 Anderson and I'm the mayor of the city of Dunedin. Last
7 sedt redrawn alittle bit. Hopefully we could have 7 week, | was up a the Horida Leegue of Citiesand gave
8 northern Pinellas and dl Pasco indluded in that. Thank 8 them abriefing on redidtricting. And whet | planto do
9 you again for dlowing this hearing and thank you for your 9 today isgive you avery brief briefing that | had given to
10  hardwork. We gppreciateit. 10  them.
11 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you. Number 27. 11 During that sesson we did have a session thet
12 MS MOSLEY: Hdlo. My nameisMay Modey and | live 12 addressed thetop ten lobbying tips from dected officids.
13 inTarpon Springs. | wish to thank the chairman and the 13 Orneof whichwas, Let your message be dear and Smplein
14  membersof the House Redigricting Committee for the 14  threesentences. Mineisgoing to bein one sentence.
15  opportunity to spesk regarding the reasonsthat | fed that 15  Tdl thelegidaor what they would like to -- what you
16 Tarpon Springs should beincluded in Didtrict 48. Theres 16  would like them to do for you; whet, when, where, the why
17 beenalot of peoplethat have spoken today very well on 17 andthewho canwait. And leave ahandout if you have one.
18  compactnessand fairnessand | don't want to duplicate 18  And| have ahandout which | would like to leave.
19  that. Butat present, it isdifficult for many of usto 19 My one sentence is, Redigtricting committees should
20  try and meet with our Representative who is more than 20  keep cities and communities with acommon interest whally
21 30milesaway in Tampa 21 within onedidtrict as compact and contiguous as possible
22 | would like to ask you to include Tarpon Springsin 22 toensureagood representation for our communities. For
23 Didrict 48in Findlas County. And I'dliketo say afew 23 example inthecity of Clearwater we currently have, |
24 things about why weld want to talk to our Representative 24 bdieve, five Representativesin the onecity. In addition
25  that'salittle different than the normal community. 25  tothat, we have the beach communities. | spoke to many of
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1 the mayors up a the Horida League of Cities, about ahdf 1 you to keep these basic communities of interest together in
2 adozen or 0 in the beach communities, and they are 2 Congressiond Didtrict 11 by ensuring that downtown Tampa
3 anxiousto keep thet areain one didrict becausethey have 3 remainsintact within the district and that in redrawing
4 acommon interest and acommon concern. So with that, 4 avylinesdidricts say within Hillsborough County.
5 thank you for giving me the opportunity. 5 And lagtly, I'm astate employee and | just want
6 REPRESENTATIVEBYRD: Thank you. Number 2. 6  everybody to know on this committee that | and many, many
7 MS. GEORGIO: Good evening. My nameisBarbara 7 date employees are frudtrated and disillusioned with this
8 Georgio. | livein Largo and I'm amember of the American 8 present adminigtration. And thank you for the opportunity
9 Federation of State, County and Municipal Employess. | 9  totedtify.
10 want to thank the committee for holding this public 10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 30.
1 hearing. | would note, however, that the vast mgority of 1 MS. HERNDON: Good &fternoon. My name is Joan Herndon
12 your hearings are being held during the middle of the 12 andI'monthetown council of Indian Shoresand I'm here
13 workday which isnat convenient for the working public to 13 toaskyouto pleasedo not divide our 54. Digtrict 54 is
14 atend. 14  jud likewelikeit and we have the same problems, gods
15 Further, | am lucky thishearing istaking placein 15  Wehaveanew legidaor thisyear, John Carassss He
16 Pindlas County when AFSME membersand other workersin | 16 jumped inwith both feet. He's mestered our issues. He's
17 Brevard, Saminole, and Pasco Counties might well be 17 working 50 hard for us. We don't want to lose him but we
18 affected by the process thusfar have no opportunity to 18 don't want to be separated either.
19 paticipatein apublic hearing. 19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 31.
20 | would ask thet asthis process moves forward you 20 MS. CLAUSEN: Firg of dl, | want to thank you for
21 grive to make it more open and more accessible and that 21 theopportunity to spesk and for your alowing meto be
22 dl informetion iseedly availableto the public, posting 22 here. I'mMarlene Clausen. | live onthe barrier idand
23 al information on the Legidaturésweb steinduding any 23 of Indian Shores and I'm representing Indian Shores
24 maps mede available to the legidative leadership would be 24 Property Owners and dso the Centrd Florida Republican
25 hdpful. 1'm aso concarned thet the most accurate census 25 du
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1 databe used during the redigtricting process. 1 Frg of dl, | would like to thank our Honorable
2 News reportsindicate that over 200,000 Floridians 2 Dennis Jones for superbly representing usthe past years
3 weremissed by the 2000 census and we know that minority 3 and dso our wonderful Honorable John Carassesisdoing a
4 groups are disproportionately represented in this 4 greet jobtoo. Now | could gpesk four minutes about Jones
5 undercount. Since Horidawas one of only four sates not 5 and ancther four minutes about John, but | don't want to
6 providing precinct level datato the Census Bureau, | would 6 take dl thetime taking how wonderful they are.
7 uggest that to compensate for these possible attendant 7 | would liketo tell you alittle bit about the
8 problemsthe Legidature consider utilizing adjusted census 8 barierides. Incaseyou're not familiar, the barrier
9 datawhich is more representative of minority populations. 9 idesismede up of ten communities from Clearwater Besch
10 | would hope thet asthe Legidaure beginsthe 10 al theway down to S. Pete Beach and TierraVerde. Now
11 redrawing process that you would honor traditiond 1 werealittle bit uniquein that we have dl the beaches
12 redigricting principles such as kesping together 12 mainly in thisarea of Aindlas County. And because of
13 communities of interest. A casein point is Congressond 13 that we are avery unique community. We have some of the
14 Didrict 11. Although | am not aresident of this 14 needs, some of the gods different from other parts of
15 digrict, | understand the incumbent, Congressman Jm 15 Findlas County. Wewant to work with dl of Findlas
16 Davis, has done an excdlent job representing the diverse 16 County because theseidesare not only important to those
17 yet linked communities of interest that make up 17 of uswho livethere but the whole county and the sate of
18 Digtrict 11. 18 Horida
19 The current makeup of thisdigtrict not only holds 19 Tourismisimportant to everyonein this particular
20 together communities of interest in the Tampaares, but 20 room in Pindlas County and thewhole tate. Andasa
21 dso meatsthetest of compactnessand it respects 21 result, we need to dl work together. We have acommunity
2 palitica lines are being maintained only within 22 of ten communities. Governmert of the big dity whichis
23 Hillsborough County. The bottom line hasbeen the 23 the barrier idand government council which workstogether
24 communitiesin Congressiond Didrict 11 have had 24 uperbly to meet the neads of thisarea. We have been
25 representation that reflectsther interest. | would urge 25 lucky to have two Representatives who aso have been
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1 avalable and have worked fantadticaly with usto make our 1 netural resources aswell in the few coming years. |
2 beaches better and better which is better for everybody, 2 request you consider making sure we do have ample
3 not just for those of uswho live there, 3 representation that can focus on this area because the
4 It'simportant that we keep our one Representativeto 4 futureiswhat we dl need to belooking a. Thank you.
5 represent thewhole area. Didtrict 54 not only 5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 33. Number 33.
6 represents - it's not only represented just on the barrier 6 MR. CRETEKOS My nameis George Cretekasand I'm here
7 idandsthough. AsBarbara Sevens mentioned eatlier, it 7 representing Congressman Bill Y oung who hasto bein
8 represents over the bridge, 54 isn't just on theidands. 8  Washington. | submitted astatement from the Congressman
9 And so wework together and dl thethingsthat are 9  fortherecord but he asked if | might read a brief
10 important for one Sde of the weter, it'simportant for the 10 summay.
1 other Sde of the water over the bridge. 1 Mr. Chairman, | want to welcome you and the members of
12 So different from what one of the people hed 12 your committee to Pinellas County this evening and thank
13 mentioned, we don't haveto be divided by water. Bridges 13 youfor holding this public hearing on redigtricting for
14 areimportart indl kinds of communication and what's good 14  Congressiond and State legidative didricts. You areto
15 for dl of us. | think it'simportant that we keep our 15  becommended for holding similar hearings throughout the
16 digrict onedigrict representative. He, dongwith dl 16  dateto give the people the opportunity to offer their
17 the people who live in that community, know the interest, 17  thoughtsand therr suggestions.
18 theisaue, the problems, dl which are somewhat uniqueto 18 Having been apart of this process as amember of the
19 our areabut which need to be sarved S0 they are good for 19  Sae Senate and asamember of Congress, I've dways found
20 dl of us Pleasedon' take John Carassasfromus. We 20  the State Legidature has done agood job in completing the
21 nesd him and hesdoing agreat job. Thank you very much. 21 difficult task of drawing our boundaries for our
22 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 32 22 Congressiond didtricts. It isnot only atechnicaly
23 MR. PROVENZANO: Mr. Chairman, members of the 23 difficult job, but dso apoliticaly difficult one. And |
24 legidative dd egetion, we wd come you to northern Findlas 24 would not attempt to suggest how you should doiit. In
25 County. Those of you who arenormaly here anyway, and 25  addition to the obvious population requirement, | believe
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1 those of you who arevigting, welcome. | thank you for 1  it'simportant to creste Congressond districtsthat are
2 this opportunity to come and addressyou today. | thank 2 ascompact aspossble and to the maximum extent posshle
3 you for the opportunity of holding this series of public 3 preserve the integrity of city and county boundaries.
4 meetings. | know the processisnt perfect. 4 Again, let methank you for the work you are undertaking to
5 | guessto makeit perfect, you could havetwo or 5 fulfill the Conditutiona requirement to create fair and
6 three megtingsin each of the 67 counties and amesting & 6 equaly populated didtricts. Thank you very much.
7 every municipdity but that would probably take uswell 7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thirty-four.
8 into the next millennium if we needed to do thet. Sowere 8 MR. BUNTINE: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My
9 going to make do with the process aswe haveit right now 9 nameis Bill Buntine. 1'm the president of the Second
10 and | commend you for doing avery good job in trying to 10  Amendment Club of Americaand | livein Pasco County.
1 open the process up to as many people aspossible. 11 Frstl'dliketothank you. | know it'sbeen along day
12 I'm a Representetive -- | am aditizen of northern 12 0!l keep my remarksbrief and let you get out of here
13 Pindlas County and as such, the oneissue | want to dedl 13 tonight, | promiseyou that.
14 with or ask you to ded with in considering your 14 Firg, | want to correct the people of Pasco that
15 redigricting of the legidaive seetsfor the areaisthe 15  gokebeforeme. We have four Representatives, not three.
16 fact if you take alook at northeast Pindllas County and 16 | meen, David RusHl is a Representative, he's sarving.
17 northwest Hillsborough quite honestly, but I'm going to 17 Aml right, Gus?
18 speak to northeast Pindlas County. Tampa Road hasjust 18 REPRESENTATIVE BILIRAKIS: Tha'sright.
19 been opened. Tampa Road is caudng amgor mushroomingof | 19 MR. BUNTINE: Okay. But onthet issue, I'd liketo
20 growth and development in northeast Pindlas County. 20  seethat sest cut and go to Hernando County becauseit only
21 Northwestern Hillsborough aso hasits growth aress. 21  encompassesasmal part of northern Pasco and | think the
2 But thissmadl little pocket thet crossesthat county 22 resdentswould bewdl sarved by having three
23 line gives usthe sole remaining area of large devdopable 23 representativesin Pasco County.
24 land. Thisisgoing to beabooming growtharea. Itis 24 Now alat of people came up here and never thought
25 going to put agtrain on our financid resources and our 25  Peascoisthe 11th largest county in the state now and we're
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1 growing and we do need our ovn Serete seet. And 1 past. Wedso have Senator Victor Crist who is currently
2 repadtfully, Jeck, you know how | fed about you and the 2 doing awonderful job and who has most recently been

3 restof theddegationin Pasoo. You treat uswith honesty 3 eected. But we are carved up between Pindllas, Hernando,
4 andfamessand there's no question about thet. And we 4 and Hillshorough County. And given the demogrgphicsand
5  regpect youfor that and | cometo Tellehasseeand | 5 the population, | wish to seethat we have our sole

6  couldnt be more pleesed. | dontt remember aheaing in 6 representation on asenatorid level.

7 1991. | donit know whet happened. 7 Our Sate and House Representatives have done an

8 Now | wart to cometo the critical issue and plesse 8 excelent job and | ook forward to continuing those seets.
9 listen to me on thisand pay attention to this 9 And as noted previoudy, we have avery unusud

10 Represniatives Thishesto do with our Congressional 10  Congressond didtrict thet | hopeto seedso redigned

11 dsrict. WehaveaCongressiond district in Pasco County 11 andregpportioned in amorefar manner o asto give

12 thet runsfrom Ganesiilledl theway to Holidgy. Holiday 12 accesstodl patiesto thet particular Congressiond seet
13 borderswith Pinellas. Now if | cidn't know better, | 13 30 they do not haveto trave long distances. And asfor
14 would have thought Bill Clinton put this didtrict together. 14 tonight, thiswas not indeed along distance. | have

15 Iredly meenthet but | know hewent therein 1991 15 occasion to travel down here quite ahit.

16 So this didirict, we don't get proper representation 16 So | thank you for making this an open public hearing
17 adwetuly needit. And! know thebody up therein 17 and for coming to this region and dlowing the people to
18 Tallahessee hestreeted everyonefairly. And I'msurein 18 come forward and spesk and put their viewsforth. And |
19 your good wisdom youill do agood job. Thank you. 19 hopeyoull takeit dl into consideration and | look

20 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Nurmber 35, 20 forward to an excdlent job and | know well get the proper
2 MR. TOWNSEND: Good evening, Chairmen Byrd, mermbers of 21 digricting. Thank you very much and have agood evening.
2 thecommittee and to the legidatorswho serve up herein 2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 36.

23 Pasco Courty. My nameis Hugh Townsend. | come here 23 MS LEWNES Good evening, Chairman, ad

24 modly ssadtizen. However, | dso save esthe chdmmen 24 Representatives of this committee. My nameis Jacqueline
25 of theRepublican Executive Committee of Pesco Courty as 2 Lewnesand | didn't redlly know I'd be spesking this
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1  thevice president of the Greek Orthodox Church, S. George 1 evening but | an. Anyhow, | am representing mysdf asa
2 inPasco County. And dso | have been the previous 2 citizen and | was asked this evening by Joan Deck who is
3 president of the Hunter's Ridge Homeowner's Association. 3 the heed of Concerned Women for America, in Pasco County,
4 Indl capacities, | get to hear from many, many diverse 4 which isthe largest women's group in the nation and hes

5  groupsof both politica factions. 5 600,000 members nationwideif 1'd pesk for them dso this
6 What | wish to spesk on tonight istheissue of 6 evening. And | thank you for the wonderful job you'redl
7 cregting asenatoria seat here and soldy for Pasco 7 doing.

8  County. Welearned in the census that we hed roughly 8 Firg I'd like to say | heard some people spesking

9 345000 residentsin Pasco County. That number could 9 about needing committeesto do thiswork and | redly hope
10  easly haveincreased in that time. But more sdient is 10 you wouldn' turn these meetings over to any independent
11 thepoint that we have 25,000 new home starts already 11 committess because they're not accountable to the vating
12 committed to the Pasco County Government Center with abare 12 public and have them redigtrict our areawould be unjust to
13 minimum of two residents per household. We should mest the 13 the people who dected you. You are accountableto the
14 minimum standard for a senatorid seet in very sort order. 14 people who trust you to do the best job.

15 Much has been said about the number of 15 Also, I would like to gpesk up asamember of Pasco
16  Reesentatives. The best way to remember itislikea 16 County and we heard alat of gripes about peoplefinding it
17  Thanksgiving turkey. Pasoo has been carved up and passed 17 inaccessibleto get herethisevening. | thank you for

18  outinsomany different directions, that it'stime that we 18 making it acentrdized location. | think wedl should be
19  consolidate. And for that reason, | come before you 19 thankful that you're not up in Talahassee and that you
20  tonight and ask that in the reditricting that we find it 20 came here and welve heard lot of people from Pasco oiit
21  possbleto digtrict a Senate seat solely in Pasco County 21 must not have been that impossibleto do. So | thank you
22 giving dl the people of Pasco County a senatoria seat 22 for that.
23 thatisnot divided. 23 Als, to reiterate the words of Mr. Ed Callinswho
24 | wish to thank Senator Jack Latvaa, Senator Ginny 24 spoke earlier and Hugh Townsend that you heard before me,
25  Brown-Waitefor the excellent work they've donein the 25 Pasco County has had a 22 percent increasein populaion.

17 (Pages 62 to 65)




Page 66

Page 68

1 My husband isin the new condruction businessand every 1 We do not want our work that we have done over these
2 day we have new developmentsgoing in and wejust keep it 2 many yearsof consolidating, of the problems and solving
3 building, building, building. And our populaion will keep 3 theproblemsthat we have which are common to all of us.
4 growing to 22 percent. 1'm hoping that you will -- sorry, 4 Youcan mention things such as renourishment and former
5 I'm hoping you will condider giving usa Senate digtrict of 5  Representative Dennis Jones, he's dlill there, did a
6 our ownin Pasco. Weredly doneedit. And | think it's 6 yoeman'sjob asyou-dl know inthe Legidature. And we
7 very important to the people and | think the past census 7 wigh to continuethison. And | think it would be very,
8 showsit'sjudifisble 8  vey badif the ten beach communities were split in order
9 Also, on aprivate note, | don't know wherethelines 9  tothrow afew onto the mainland and acrossthe bay as
10 will bedrawn but | hopethat as many people here thet 10  someonedsementioned. Assomeone ese mentioned, our
11 spoke this evening, that they will not cut usout of the 11  didrict doesindudethe barrier idand but it dso does
12 representation of the Honorable Miched Bilirakis. Mare 12 indudesome of themainland. So | ask youto look &t it
13 than any other Representative, hés overwhelmingly received 13 very caefully. Itisten municipalitieswhich can beone
14 by votes not just Republicans but Democrais dike. He's 14 groupinpurpose. And | ask you to keep the division -- to
15 gone above and beyond hiscdl of duty and Pasco loveshim 15  keepthoseten together however you findly split it up.
16 and we don't want to lose him. And beyond that, | just 16 Thank you.
17 want to Sate once again we do trust your ability to do 17 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 41.
18 what's honorable and we know youll not just do whet'sfar 18 MS. STAMBAUJZJE: Good dternoon. I'm Debbie Stambauje.
19 for Pasco but for dl the gate and | thank you again this 19  I'mthepresident and CEO of the TampaBay Beaches Chamber
20 evening. Thank you. 20  of Commerce. And on behdf of our 1100 members and Horida
21 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 38. 21 directors, and our ten beach communities, I'm here tonight
22 MS DECK: Good evening. Thank you so much for 22 toask you not to change District 54 on the beach.
23 inviting usto spesk to you. We (d¢) arevery gracious 23 Asthere are large amounts of tourists herein the
24 and we gpprediate that. | am Joan Deck of whom Jeckie 24 Chamber in Pindlas County, we encompass 24 miles of
25 gookeand I'm here as acitizen aswell asrepresenting 25  beaches sarving ten beachfront communities from Belleair to
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1 Concerned Women for America. Thank you so much to our 1 S. Pete Beach. Although our Chamber'sprimemissonis
2  Representative Mike Fasano, for dl the help he's given us. 2 tourism and putting headsin beds, our Chamber takeson an
3 Anddsofor MikeBilirakis. | hope the redigtricting will 3 active role to work hand in hand with our city and county
4 notcut usout of either one of these and we also urge you, 4 government on issuesthat do and will affect usinthe
5 & 0 many have sad, to give Pasco County a Senate seet 5 future,
6  hereinthedtate. | will not reiterate the number of 6 Because touriam is our number oneindudtry in Pindlas
7  things | just want to thank Jackie for speaking for our 7 County, the beaches are the economic engine thet drive the
8  group and for hersdf and | thank you again because | know 8 TampaBay area. AsPFindlas County's population continues
9 the time you spend in doing these things. Thank you. 9 to grow and more and more visitors chose to become
10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 39. 10 permanent residentsin our aready built-out beech
11 MS. LOGGINS: | have nothing to add to what's been 11 communities, we are - it will be very important for our
12 saddready. 12 chain of idandsto face more and more chdlenge. Although
13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 40. 13 the fallowing issues effect the entire county, the beach
14 MR. RADCLIFFE: Members of the committeg, my nameis 14 communities are by far impacted the most.
15  Haold Raddiffe. I'mthe mayor, serving my fifth term as 15 Issueslike beach deanup, beach renourishmert,
16 mayor of thetown of North Redington Beach. Our townison 16 transportation issuesfor resdents, employees, and
17  thebarieridand of Pindllas County you heard severd 17 tourists. Economical, environmentel, and ecologica
18  people spesk of. Werein Digtrict 54. John Carassasis 18 issues. FEMA, coadtd congtruction lineissues, utility
19  doing an excdlent job, the new kid on the block. About 12 19 issues such aswater, trash, and disposa. Naturd and
20  yearsago dected officids of the ten beach communities on 20 manmede disagterslike hurricanes and ail spills And most
21 barier theidand got together because they had common 21 af dl, our ability to continue to be apremier vacation
22 problemsand we formed agroup cdled the Barrier Idands 2 dedtination. These are the common threedsthet link our
23 Governmenta Coundil, very nice acronym, Big C. And we 23 beach communities. It'simperative we continue to have one
24 haveworked diligently. | happen to be acharter member of 24 district and representation that will spesk directly for
25  that group and been on it ever Since it was formed. 25 today's and tomorrow'sissues and we hope John will
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1 continue to be that representation. Thank you. 1 south . Petersburg. And the gentleman before me covered
2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Forty-two. 2 what | was going to say about 55, Didtrict 55. And Senate
3 MS. RILEY: Good evening. I'm Nancy Riley and 41 3 Didtrict 21. | won't repest that.
4 yearsago | moved to Pindlas County. And as Republican 4 Regpportionment has been said many ways | think it
5 gate committeawoman for Pindlas County, | haveto tdll 5 needs to be repeated thislate in the afternoon. 1t means
6 you I'm excited as heck that for thefirg timein modern 6 who getsdected. Andin 1978 -- or 1998 rather, 7 of 21
7 history that this once-in-a-decade opportunity istaking 7 Senate seets were contested. 1n 1998 only 47 of 120 seats
8 place with a Republican Legidaurein both chambers, so 8 in the House were contested. So that meansto methat's
9 I'm very excited about that. 9 not representative government and hasto do with what's
10 | would like to gpesk to you about the United States 10 happening with this gerrymandering. Didrictsthet are
11 Congressiond seat. In Pindlas County, were extremdy 1 distorted such as 55 and 21 and others thet you heard about
12 blessed to have two great, wonderful Congressmen serving 12 certanly confusethevoters. | get confused asto who my
13 us, Congressman Bilirakis and Congressmen Bill Young. | 13 Representetiveis. And it makesit very expendve and
14 livein Digrict 602, | livein Feather Sound. And if you 14 difficult for these candidatesto campaign. Andthey -- |
15 look a the map, we're off surrounded by water and it 15 think it'sagresat difficulty thet they represent their
16 continueswith . Petersburg on both Sdes. Wereinan 16 condtituents.
17 unincorporated area. We have a Clearwater address 17 | am redlly concerned to kegp the openness of this
18 . Petersburg phone, Largo water and sewer. So were kind 18 going on, that the public nesds availability ashas been
19 of dl spread around there. But because we do havethe 19 mentioned before for the software and to how this process
20 address of Clearwater, peoplethink of usas Clearwater. 20 isgoing forward and we definitely need time between --
21 But werevery doseto . Petersburg and | 21 after we do markup. So were going to have to have two
22 understand that with your count that the bottom part, 2 more workshopsin my opinion if were going to find out
23 Didrict 10 | guess, hasto gain some condtituentsand nine 23 about what's going on and keep in touch with thet. |
24 must losesome. So I'm offering to you that Feather Sound 24 mysdf, if | wereyou, | would certainly hopethet this
25 that's clearly to the east and south of the district would 25 17-member commisson becomes avaid issue and it'svoted
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1 be conddered to go into Congressman Bilirekis digtrict. 1 for because | think that'sthe only way I'll have any
2 Also, I'maRedtor. Soif you have any concarnsor 2 confidence thet the proper job wasdone. Thank you.
3 questions about where the neighborhoods are, which dities 3 REPRESENTATIVEBYRD: Forty-five Forty-five
4 are connected and where neighborhoods are, ask aRedltor, 4 MR. WILLIAMS Good evening. Good evening. Hdlo.
5 weld be hgppy to help you. 5 Everybody adegp? My nameis Earnest Williams. I'm acity
6 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 43, 6 councilman with the city of S. Petersburg. Welcometo
7 MR. DONALDSON: Good evening. | want to thank the 7 Rindlas County. Many of my friends| see sting onthe
8 committee for the opportunity to have thishearing. We 8 pane here today and weve had an opportunity to work
9 want to say were d o gracious that these hearings are 9 together. Were very goprediative of you being here and
10 open. We hopethat they will continue even dfter thelines 10 holding these hearings.
11 aredravn. Couple of thingswewant to address. Oneis 1 Let metdl youwhat I'd like to see happen. Oneof
12 House Digtrict 55. We do not think Findlas County should 12 the thingsI'd like to see happen in this processis that
13 be atached to Hillshorough County asaresult of thetwo 13 we continue the effort of diversity. Diversty, | think,
14 roadsand | think that'sashame. And we understand whet 14 isthe grength of thisgtate. So asyou ddliberatein
15 that isabout. 15 terms of drawing digtricts, | hope that youl'l keep thet in
16 The other isthe Senate didtrict. Senate Didtrict 21 16 mind thet African-Americans, women, Adans, Hispanicsand
17 should not be one where one would nesd ahdicopter in 17 others make up thiswonderful greet date that we have here
18 order toruninthat didrict. If youwanttobea 18 and that you look et thet as part of what you are putting
19 candidate in Senate Didtrict 21, if you look a the 19 together here so that we continue that.
20 digrict asit's presently drawn on amap, you will need a 20 Thisissueisnot redly apalitica or partisan issue
21 helicopter to be ableto campaign. So we gppreciate giving 21 but it isapeopleissue. It isabout what isbest for the
2 congideration for both those itemsin talking about 22 date of Horida Were beginning to look at globd
23 regpportionment. Thank you. 23 issues. | just got back from Jgpan and one of thethings|
24 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Forty-four. 24 talked about wasthe region, not just my city. That'swhat
25 MR. LAWTON: Good evening, I'm Dwight Lamvtonfrom | 25 | hope you will do when you make your ddliberations, thet
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1 you will talk about whet is best for the Sate of Florida 1 ak if any of the members of the committess would like to
2 aswemoveinto the 21t century. Because what you do here 2 make astalement. And | think well begin with any of the
3 will have atremendousimpact on our future. Horidais 3 members of the Pindllas ddegation. | think John Carassss
4  vauabledl over thedate. Itisnot just politics, it's 4 Represantetive Carassas, should meke astatement. Youre
5 about whet is best for the people and the economy of this 5 recognized.
6 date. So I'm hoping that you will look at thisand aso 6 REPRESENTATIVE CARASSAS  Thark you, Mr. Charmen.
7 will work with many of the coditionsthat are out there 7 Had some good supporters in the room tonight. Thank you
8 thet have worked with you in the past and that you will 8 | think we are on the right tradk here, the public meetings
9 take that into congideration in your deliberations. Thank 9 and publicinput, and | am proud to be apart of it herein
10  youfor being here and have agood evening. 10 Andlas County. | know how herd alot of the other
11 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 46. 1n members have worked going around our great dateto ligen
12 MR. BUSSELL: Good afternoon to the committee and eech 12 tothepublic.
13 of youwho hasthistask of redrawing 25 Congressond 13 I think commondlity of communities commondity of
14 digtricts, 120 House seats and 40 Senate didrictsina 14 interests is something that we should look a and | think
15  datewhere everybody wantstheir own. You havea 15 it's something we will look a. | think weve heerd thet
16 tremendous chore. | am Leon Bussdll. 1'm the chairperson 16 today notwithgtanding the falks from my own beech ditrict
17 of the Florida State Conference of the NAACP branch's 17 which | gpprediate coming out. | think welve heard that by
18  Redidricting Committee. | have awritten statement that 18 alotof other ditricts senatorid districtsin our area
19 Il leavewith you. But | would ask thet this committee 19 and Congressiondl.
20  doacoupleof thingsfor us 2 I just thank you, Johnnie Byrd, for the opportunity to
21 And one of thosethings, quite frankly, isthis 21 ek today and thenk you for the apportunity to spesk
22 committee offer us the same openness and opportunity to 2 before my constituents
23 work with you in developing districts thet we had in 1991 23 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you, Represanietive
24 and'92. It'svery important that input from every areaof 24 Represntative Petermen.
25  thissae be dlowed to take placein dl of the ) REPRESENTATIVE PETERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. |
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1 discussionsthat go on and | think that lagt timewasa 1 would like to say thet thisis redlly a grest opportunity
2 very good example of how that can work whenit'sdlowed 2 for folks to come out and expressthemsdlves And whet |
3 to. 3 redly enjoy about thisis the fact thet meny of the
4 Secondly, | would ask that as you look &t redrawing 4 diverse dtizens and whet they want and | think thet's
5 the political map of the state of Floridathat as you look 5 extremdy important. Aswe go through this processthe
6 a what we did the last time you remember the phrase, No 6 word "faimess" that word is redly an important pat,
7 regression. It's extremely important for usfor those 7 that we arefar in looking at esch legidative didtrict,
8 voters, those communities that were actudly given an 8 especidly in the Pinellas County area. So | want to thank
9 opportunity the last go-around to elect candidates of their 9 the group for coming, my cdlleagues, and the folkswho came
10  choicethat they retain that opportunity aswe go forward 10  outtoday. Warnt to move forward as one group herein the
11  withthisround of redigricting. And | would remind us u date of Horida
12 tha last timewe weretalking about an endless opportunity 12 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you Represantative
13 for someof you. Thistimethereistermlimits. And so 13 Representative Waters
14  whenwe say to you very serioudy, Think beyond your term, 14 REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Thark you, Chairmen Byrd. |
15  think about the future, that you do that. 15 just wanted to shere with the public that my House set,
16 Findly, | hope that you would consider foremogt in 16 Disfrict 51, my office reoeived cuite afew phore callsand
17  your ddiberationsthe fact that your job isto provide an 17 correspondence ether through the mail or E-mail onthe
18  opportunity for every voter to have an opportunity to elect 18 redigricting process So lats of folks are getting their
19  candidates of ther choice to public office and thet as you 19 input to the legidetors other than coming in person and |
20  draw thosedidricts you kegp that inmind. You kespin 20  gppredatethat and | ask thet as many falks do thet thet
21 mind the philosophy that everybody ought to have thet 21 wantto. | wdcomeit with gpenams Therk you.
22 opportunity to influence the eection of people that they 2 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thark you. Other membars?
23 choseto dective office. Thank you. 23 Other membars? Al right. Well sand adjourned. Thank
24 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Now ladies and gentlemen, we 24 you
25 conclude the public tesimony. And at thistime, we would 5 (Hearing adjourned & 7:05 pm.)
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