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1 MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 1 committee medting and we will not take up legidetive

2 SENATOR GINNY BROWN-WAITE 2 actionin this or any subseguent committee meetings

3 SENATORWALTER G. CAMPBELL, JR. 3 Ingtead, thisisthe public's forum wherewe will have

4 SENATOR LEE CONSTANTINE 4 the opportunity to receive citizen input about their

5 SENATOR ANNA P. COWIN 5 dectord didricts Itisnot atimefor legidative

6 SENATOR JOHN F. LAURENT 6 debate. All the Represantatives and Senators will have

7 SENATOR DANIEL WEBSTER 7 NuMerous opportunitiesin subsequent hearings and floor

8 REPRESENTATIVE JD ALEXANDER 8 debatesto addresstheir concerns and wishes. Today,

9 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHN BALL 9 however, isfor our condtituents and we must not diminish
10 REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK C. BRUMMER 10  your voicehby taking up your vauable timetoday with
11 REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNIE B. BYRD, R. u debate
12 REPRESENTATIVE LARRY CROW 1 Fallowing my remarks, our legd counsd will givea
13 REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE CUSACK 13 generd avarview of thelegd considerationsin
14 REPRESENTATIVE DONNA CLARKE 14 rediricting. Then the staff will provide some specific
15 REPRESENTATIVE MARIO DIAZ-BALART 15 information about the census results for this region and
16 REPRESENTATIVE PAULA BONO DOCKERY 16 thestate. Therest of thetimeisreserved for you, the
17 REPRESENTATIVE MIKE FASANO 17 citizens.
18 REPRESENTATIVE BRUCE KYLE 18 Every ten years after the completion of the nationd
19 REPRESENTATIVE SANDRA L. MURMAN 19 census the Condtitution reguires that the Florida
20 REPRESENTATIVE MITCH NEEDELMAN 2 L egidaure redraw boundaries of dl the ditricts of the
21 REPRESENTATIVE LESLIE WATERS 21 HoridaHouse of Represantatives, the Florida Senate, and
22 2 Horidas congressond didricts. The Legidaturewill
23 23 take up thistask in the next legidative sesson beginning
24 24 Jenuary the 22nd, 2002 and ending on March 22nd, 2002,
25 25 The digtrictswe draw will firs beusedinthe
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 dectionsinthefdl of 2002. Redidrictingisan

2 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Good &ftemoon. My nemeis Denid 2 essentid dement of our representative democracy. Wetake
3 Webder. I'maSenator from Digtrict 12 over in Orlando 3 this on with humility and due regard for the importance and
4 and chammen of the Senate Redistricting Committee: Its 4 difficulty of thejob. We have made the commitment that we
5  my plessre to welcome you to this public heering. 5 will have aprocessthat will befair, open, andindusive.

6 Represantatives and Sendtors are hereto ligen to the 6 These public hearings represent acrucid first step

7 reddentsof thisares consider your input important 7 inthisprocess. We gppreciate that we are doing the work
8  becauseitsvery important to the process 8 of the people and want to hear from you and help you

9 Since these are joint meetings we have divided our 9 participate in amesaningful way. To encourage public
10 responsibilities throughout the many public hearings well 10 participation, House Spesker Tom Feeney and Sende
1 beholding aound the date and throughott the next severdl u president John McKay have scheduled these public hearings
12 months Itsmy plessre & thistime to introduce 12 All membersof the Legidaturesredigtricting
13 Represntative Johmie Byrd who is chairmen of the House 13 committess aswell aslocd delegetion members have been
14 Procedurd and Redidricting Council. Charman Byrd will 14 invited to these public hearings. These hearingswill be
15 preddeover today's meding. Chairmen Byrd. 15 taped S0 they can dso be made avalableto dl members of
16 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thark you, Sanetor Webdter. | save 16 the Legidature
17 asthe Sate Representative from District 62 in Plant City 17 The House and the Senate have designed web Stesas a
18 adI'masothecharmen of Proceura and Reditricting 18 tool for public input and wewill also broadcast select
19 Coundl. Itsmy plessure to welcomeyou to this public 19 hearings on Floridas public television stations. Theweb
20  heaing. Itsoneof over 20 to be held throughout the 20 addresses for the House and Senate legidative
21 gaed Hoidathissummer andfdll. Let mefird 21 redigricting arein & thedgn-intable. Thereisdsoa
2 explan the procedure that we will use throughout these 2 link available from the Horidalegidative web site.
2 pudlichearings And thisisapublic heering, the sole 23 The redigricting plan for the State and House will be
24 adonly pupose of whichis to heer from the public on 24 passed in the form of ajoint resolution which will not be
) matters of redigricting. Thisis not alegidative 25 subject to the Governor's approva or veto but will be
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1 reviewed by the FHorida Supreme Court. On the other hand, 1 sedts. Therefore, with regardsto congressiond
2 the plan determining congressiond digtrictswill not be 2 digricting the Sate L egidature will need to create 25
3 reviewed by the Horida Supreme Court but will be subject 3 separate, contiguous districts to cover the entire Sate,
4 to the Governor's gpprovd or veto. 4 onefor each member of the congressond ddegetion.
5 | would aso encourage eech of you to carefully review 5 TheHorida Legidaurewill dso need to dividethe
6 the 2000 census data. 1t isthe essentid building block 6 date into 40 State Senatorid didtricts and 120 Sate
7 onwhich Horidds redigricting planswill be built. 7 House of Representative didricts. Although the
8 United States censusweb Steisdso avalable a the 8 Legidature may, if it chose, reduce the number of State,
9 dgrrintable. We are hereto listen and to consider your 9 Senate, and House didtrictsto aslow as 30 and 80
10 voice We encourage esch member of the public to tedtify 10 respectively.
11 and to hdp uscraft your legidative digricts. Wedso 1 Horida Condtitution also requires that the Sate and
12 encourage written submission in addition to the testimony 12 Senate digricts be consecutively numbered in either
13 during the public hearing. 13 contiguous, overlgpping, or identicd territory.
14 Everyone who wishes to spesk mugt make sureto fill 14 Legidative committeeswill convenethisfdl. And
15 out agpesker'scard. That'sthe only way wewill know who 15 beginning in January, thefdl Legidature will begin the
16 wishesto speak, and after the hearing, who did spesk. 16 process of reviewing and developing digricting plans. The
17 Seekea'scadsared avaldblea thedgn-intable 17 regular session endsin March of 2002. Although the
18 In addition, because we want to hear from as many people as 18 legidative process can be conduded in the regular sesson
19 possible, we mugt limit your commentsto four minutes. 19 for redigtricting, the Condtitution provides additiond
20 But, again, you can submit written submissionsif four 20 sessionsand review processssin the event thework of the
21 minutesis not enough. 21 Legidature on redigricting is not done a the end of the
22 On behdf of House Spesker Tom Feeney, Sendte 2 regular session.
23 President John McKay and the members of the Horida 23 For example, the Horida Conditution requiresthe
24 Legidature, | look forward to working with dl of you on 24 Governor to reconvene the Legidature in agpecid session
25 this historic and important task. At thistime | would 25 in the event the redigtricting plans are not adopted in the
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1 like to recognize attorney George Meroswho isamember of 1 regular session. That specid session shdl not exceed 30
2 the House legd teamto give usabrief legd presentation. 2 consecutive days. From here the process becomes alittle
3 Y ou are recognized. 3 bit more tedious and technicd but let mejust go over a
4 MR. MEROS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, membarsofthe | 4 few of them.
5 committee. My nameis George Merosand | serveas 5 If during the regular or gpecid sessonthe
6 cocounse for the House of Representatives on redigtricting 6 regpportionment plans-- or during the regular specid
7 matters. 1'm here together with my collesgue, Ed Pazzouli, 7 sessionif regpportionment plans are adopted for Congress,
8 representing the Horida Senate. | will giveyou smply a 8 the Governor hasthe opportunity to gpprove or veto the
9 brief overview of the law regarding regpportionment and 9 adopted plan. Under Section 5 of the Vating Rights Act,
10 redigricting for the benefit of the membersaswdl asfor 10 which wewill later discuss, the Justice Department of the
11 the public. Thisishy no meansacomprenensve 1 United States Digtrict Court for the Ditrict of Columbia
12 presentation or acomplete review of dl theissuesbut is 12 must aso review certain parts of the planin aprocess
13 intended to give Ssmply an introduction to the basic 13 known as predearance.
14 principles and condraints that will guide the Legidaure 14 Now with respect to the State, House, and Senate
15 initstask thisfdl and thiswinter. 15 s, if the Legidature adopts redigtricting plansthen
16 Thetask of regpportionment and redigricting isthe 16 15 days dfter passage the Florida Attorney Generd is
17 process of dividing resdents of thejurisdiction, in this 17 required to petition the Florida Supreme Court for a
18 cae, the entire sate of Florida, into different dectord 18 determingtion of the vaidity of the Legidatures plan.
19 seats or digtricts. Regpportionment and redigtricting are 19 If the Horida Supreme Court dedaresthe plan to be
20 both condtitutional requirements both asamatter of 20 invaid, the Congtitution mandates that within five days
21 Horidaand Federd Condtitutiona law. And both require 21 the Governor mugt reconvenethe Legidatureinan
2 that this process commences every ten years after the most 22 extraordinary session of no more than 15 daysa which
23 recent census. Because of Horidas population increase 23 session the Legidaure will adopt or must adopt ajoint
24 over thelast ten years, Horidawill have two additiona 24 resolution conforming to the judgment of the Horida
25 membersin the United Sates Congressfor atotd of 25 25 Supreme Court. Assuming the regular and pecid sessions
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1 end without the adoption of aredigtricting plan for the 1 United States Condtitution. Section 2 of the Voting Rights
2 Sate Legidature, the Attorney Generd must then petition 2 Act prohibits any practice or procedure including certain
3 the Horida Supreme Court to commence ddiberations on the 3 redigtricting practices that impairsthe ability of a
4 esablishment of aredigricting plan. 4 minority community to dect candidates of choiceon an
5 Within 60 days of thet petition the Florida Supreme 5 equd basswith nonminority voters.
6 Court mudt file an order setting forth aredigtricting 6 Another section of the Voting Rights Act, Section 5,
7 plan. And aswith congressiond redigtricting, there must 7 gopliesto limited jurisdictionsin Horida 5 reding to
8 be a Section 5 predearance on sdlected portions of 8 the same criteriathet | just mentioned. Thereis
9 Horidasplan. In effect, to recap the two processes, 9 however, adifferent process of andyss under Section 5.
10 with repect to Congressond redidtricting: The Governor 10 Under Section 5 the covered juridictions -- and those
11 isin power to Sign or veto the bill subject, of course, to 1 jurigdictionsin Horidaare Collier, Hardy, Hendry,
12 alegidaive override. With repect to Sate 12 Hillshorough and Monroe Courties. These covered
13 redigricting, it is the Horida Supreme Court, not the 13 jurisdictions are required to submit any proposed changeto
14 Governor, thet will review the plan to determineits 14 their practices or procedures effecting voting which
15 vaidity. 15 indudes redigricting to the Attorney Generd or the
16 Now let'stak afew minutes briefly about certain 16 United States Digtrict Court for the Digtrict of Columbia
17 redigricting principles. Any legidaive planisguided 17 prior to implementation.
18 by severd factors, one of which isthe principle of one 18 Thevagt mgority of predearance requests are mede
19 person, one vote and the other isthe requirements of the 19 directly to the United States Attorney Generd's Office but
20 United States Condtitution and Federd gatutes. The 20 they do not haveto be. Predearanceis obtained if the
21 principle of one person, one vote was developed from a 21 Attorney Generd effectively indicates that the office has
22 series of landmark United States Supreme Court casssin the 2 no objection within 60 days or if it has affirmetively
23 1960s. Generdly the principle gandsfor the proposition 23 goproved theplans. Either -- under either practicein
24 that each person's vote should count as much as any cthers. 24 front of the Attorney Generd or the Didtrict Court, the
25 Inthe context of redigtricting thisprinciple, in 25 covered jurisdiction bearsthe burden of proving that the
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1 ealier years - or was used to defeet the practice of 1  voting change does not have the purpose and will not have
2 earlier yearswhere digtricts were maintained with unequd 2 theeffect of denying or abridging the right of vote -- the
3 population so people's votes counted differently depending 3 right to vote on account of race or color or membership in
4 onwherethat person resided. 4 alanguage minority group. The Section 5 andysisisdso
5 The Supreme Court concluded that that was 5  tosomeextent caled aretrogression andyss
6 uncondgtitutiona under the Equd Protection Clause and 6 Thelegd rules, members, regarding redistricting
7 required thet there be agenerd equdity of population 7 regpportionment are complex and this presentation can only
8 among legidaivedigricts For congressond didricts, 8  givethebriefest of overviewsof this. Therewill be many
9 the Court has adopted the gtrictest possble standard. As 9  ddicatelegd issuesthat will be dependent upon the
10 arule of thumb, population among different digtricts for 10  particular circumstances asthey arisein this process. It
11 congressiond didtricts, any deviation should be 11  ismy plessureto be aleto givethis presentation to you
12 ubgtantidly lessthan 1 percent overdl deviation. 12 onbehdf of the House legd team aswell asthe Senate
13 Devidtion is andyzed based on a concept of theided 13 legd team.
14 didrict 9ze. For example, inthe caseof Horida. If 14 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Attorney Meros. At this
15 you take the sate's totdl population and divideit by 25 15  time ladiesand gentlemen, | would like to recognize Todd
16 congressond seets, the resulting number would bethe 16  Thomson of the House Redigtricting Committee to make a
17 ided Szefor each congressiond seat and congressiondl 17 brief presentation with regard to the 2000 census thet we
18 digricts should then be drawn with a disparity in that 18 will belooking at throughout this process. Mr. Thomson,
19 population of less or no more than 1 percent. 19  youarerecognized.
20 For gatelegidtive digricts the Courts permitted a 20 MR. THOMSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members
21 grester deviation and the Courts have even acoepted 21  Today, I'mgoing to give avery brief overview of the
2 differences of up to 10 percent depending upon the 22 Horidacensus on agtaewide view and then I'll give some
23 paticular drcumstancesin that case. 23 locd numbers on some of the Polk County and the
24 Another important Sandard to condider isthe Vating 24 surrounding counties as well.
25 Rights Act of 1964 and the Equd Protection Clause of the 25 Foridds population has grown to dmost 16 million
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1 according to the 2000 census. Thisis growth of about 1 Highlands County has a population now of 87,366. It's

2 3 million people over the 1990 census. Horidagrew at a 2 a27.7 percent increase over the 1990 population.

3 rate of roughly 23 and a half percent. And asaresult of 3 Okeechobee County, 35,910. It'sa21.2 percent incresse.

4 thisgrowth Horidagained two new congressiond seatsfor 4 DeSoto County, 32,209. It'san increase of 35 percent over

5 atotdl of 25. 5 1990. You canfind dl of thisinformation and more on our

6 Miami-Dade County remains Horidas mogt populous 6 two web steswhich we have shets & the Sgn-up desk thet

7 county. Thefive most populous countiesin Horidaare 7 have the web Ste address on them. Thank you,

8 Miami-Dade, Broward, Pim Beech, Hillshorough and Findlles. 8 Mr. Chairman.

9 Flagler County experienced the mogt rapid rate of growth 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Beforewe get darted today, | noticed
10  overthepast ten yearset arate of 73.6 percent between 10  that the Honorable Adam Putnam, Congressman, iswith us.
11 1990 and 2000. Hagler, Sumpter, Collier, Wakullaand 11  Andl'dliketo wdcome our friend and my former colleague
12 Osceolaexperienced the grestest rate of growth over the 12 Congressman Putnam. And if you'd like, it would beared
13  pasttenyeas. 13 honor if you'd address us for amoment and give us words of
14 Jacksonville remains Horidels mogt populous city. A 14  wisdom. Soyou arerecognized.

15  population of about 735,000. Jacksonville, Miami, Tampa, 15 MR. PUTNAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It'san honor
16 St Petershurg and Hidesh are the five most populous 16  tobeherewith my State Representative and certainly my
17  citiesinthe sate of Florida. Minority population in the 17 colleagues. | cantdl you after eight months of
18  dateof Horida, the African-American populdion Satewide 18  Washington air to breethe, | have no wisdom |eft.
19  isabout 13.6 percent in 1990. That has grown now to about 19  (Laughter.) It'sbeenalot of fun to be back together
20  14.6 percent. And the Higpanic population has surpassed 20  with my good friends from both sides of theaidein
21 the African-American population in terms of being the 21  Tdlahassseand redly | just want to welcome you to
22 largest minority group in the state of Horida 22 imperid Polk County. It'san honor for usto have you
23 The Hispanic population is now 16.8 percent of 23 here
24  Horiddstota population. The median agein Horidahas 24 | know that thisis a hearing thet was added later on
25  risen over the past ten yearsfrom 36.3in 1990 t0 38.7 in 25 which has been added to avery long lig of hearings thet
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1 the year 2000. Age 65-plus, our seniors, arethe most 1 you-d| are conducting around the sate and we gppreciae

2 important group herein Horida. Thereare now about 2.8 2 that. We gppreciaethefact that you are accessble, thet

3 million Horidians aged 65 and above. Whilethisisan 3 you are avalable in communities and dities of dl Szes

4 increase of over 400,000 Snce 1990, the overdl percentage 4 and shgpes. And I'm certain that it'singtructive.

5 of the population aged 65 and over has decreased from 5 Theissuesthat you will hear from the men and women

6 18.3 percent to 17.6 percent. 6 who are here today, some of them will be categoricaly

7 AsMr. Merostouched on, theided population per 7 different than what you will hear when you'rein Senator

8 digrict in the year 2000 for State House would be about 8 Campbd|'sdidrict. And some of themwill beidenticdly

9 133,000. For the State Senate would be about 400,000 and a 9 the same. And we just appreciate the opportunity that you
10 congressiond digtrict will contain about 639,000. 10 give our folksto come out and have their say and thet's
11 Now I'm going to give abrief overview for the Polk 1 what this processisdl abot.

12 County area. Thecity of Lakdand isthelargest city in 12 I'm very fortunate to have an outstanding digtrict and
13 Polk County. And according to the 2000 censushad a 13 | would just ask that as you are evauating communities of
14 population of 78,452, it'sa 9 percent increase over 1990. 14 interest that you would, to the extent that you canina
15 Polk County, according to 2000 cenaus, has a population of 15 very complicated process, strive to maintain the integrity
16 483,924, itsa19.4 percent increase over 1990 and Polk 16 of interior Horidaastheissues of theinterior are

17 County isnow eighth in terms of population out of the 67 17 subgtantidly different than the coast. And aseasy asit
18 Horidacounties 18 would beto connect theinterior to coadd aress, | think
19 Osceola County hasgrown to 172,493, Asyou saw on 19 thereis some outstanding reesonswhy protecting some
20 the eaxlier dides, it has one of the grestest rates of 20 homogenous aress dong the ridge and throughout the

21 growth inthe gate, just over 60 percent. Hillsborough 21 interior of Horidawill be hepful. But the folkswho are
2 County isjust under amillion people now a 998,948, It's 22 behind me have an awful lot more important thingsto say to
23 a19.8 percant increase over 1990. Hardy County hasa 23 you and they arethe oneswho are the purpose of this

24 population of 26,938 according to the 2000 census. It'sa 24 hearing.

25 38.2 percent incresse over 1990. 25 I'm honored to take the concerns of the state of
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Horidato Weshington. | hope thet we continue to have the
type of didog you enjoined in the past on issues important
toHorida  And, again, wdcome to Polk Courty,
Mr. Chairmen.

CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thark you, Congressman Puinam. Now we
will moveinto the public testimony portion of the medting.
If you Sgned up to tesiify, you will natice in the battom
right-hend comer of your gpopearance cad thareisa
number. So wewill Smply cdl people forward by their
number beginning with Number 1. So would pesker Number 1
pleese come forweard and we will recognize you for four
minutes of public tesimony.

MR. LONG: Therk you, Mr. Charman, ladiesad
gentlemen of the Sate of Horida redigtricting, and our
locd dffidas | wart to thenk you firg for bringing
the process of redigtricting out of the paliticd doset.
After the 1992 redidricting mogt of usin Horidawere
confusad and in the dark about the regsons; the players and
the process of redigricting & the price of whet wes
bdieved to be an incompetent, saiteful, and mdidous
process

At grest taxpayer expenss, the Courts evantudly hed
to sort out the plethora of persond agenda, palitica
garymandaing and the numerous vidlations of ethics
decency, and great damage to Horidds paliticd sunshine
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detaindicates we have in excess of 50,000 peopleliving &
the intersection of those four counties Commissioner
Bruce Parker in Polk County recently denied thet there were
two population digrictsin just the Palk County portions
of the four comersand they represent alarger aty then
evay dty in Pak County exoept Lakdand and Winter Haven
and thet's one of the four counties in which we reside

The location of new legidative districts, should you
be moving them around, can do agreet dedl to bring us
together as acommunity and let us deveop an identify and
asn=e of home and acommunity spirit which is lacking
now. Plesse condder us as omething other thanapinona
meap, a place where digricts end and begin, and aplace
where regions gart and finish. Again, | thank you for
bringing this process out of doset to the people and
dlowing usat leedt in alittle way to patticipate. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thark you. Speeker Number 22 Wdoome
to the committea

MR. WILSON: Thark you. Mr. Chairman, and ladies and
gertlemen of the Sanate and the House, and the Sate of
Horida, thank you for this opportunity. My nameis Jary
Wilson. I'm director of adminidration of First
Predoyterian Church in Lekdand. | dso sarve as program
charmen for the Republican Club of Lekdand. And | save

86
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The current digtrict mgps seem to be areflection of thet
unfortunate process.
Northesst Polk County where liveis a hodgepodge of
digtrictsthat seem to be drawn to favor the redection
campaignsof cartain paliticians. | liveat the
intersection of Polk, Orange, Osceola, and Lake Courties.
If I wak out my front door to the end of the street and
crossthat greet, | enter adifferent legidative
digrict. If | turnleft a the end of that property, | am
in another legidaive digrict. If | do a180-degreeturn
and walk for just afew minutes, | enter yet another.
Currently werein four legidative digtricts, 41, 44,
64, and 65. Our community which hasbeen cdled a
community of interest isin four Senate didtricts, 10, 11,
14, and 17. And thenwe arein four congressiond
digricts, 6, 8, 12, and 15. Thisdl occurswith 21
county commissionersto ded with. Now whenyou look a a
map you see four dotted lines that represent the beginning
and theend of paliticd territory. Whenwewho livein
northeast Polk County look at that map we see our home and
weretrying to build and found acommunity. Andit'svery
difficult when we can't reach out acrossthe Street or down
the sreet and be reaching out to the same public officias
and we ask you please to addressthat.

Weve had dynamic growth. | think the latest census

B RREREBoo~ounrwnek
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asamember of the Polk County Republican Executive
Committee

Let mefirgt say | don't envy you, your job. There
are many people who want to usethis sysem to gain an
advantage and there are 0 many pressure groupswho are
vying for atention and specid privilege. My chdlengeto
the committeeisto put theinterest of the sate of
Horidaand its citizens ahead of persond and specid
interest. Takealonglook a how the Democrats
drategized and schemed to maximize their advantage through
redigricting in '92 with Republicans holding substantia
leads and substantid advantagesin the House and the
Senate. What wed haveto condlude, & lesst for ‘92, thet
processwasadiand falure

Ladies and gentlemen, whether you are a Republican or
aDemocra, if you want to get people dected, you must
develop and present candidates who are qudified, who have
integrity and who will make decisions based on the
long-term interest of the Sate and the people of the
date. We need candidates who undersand whet it meansto
provide leadership in arepresentative republic. We need
candidates who will subordinate sdif-interest and do the
right thing without depending on daily pollsto make
decisons

| would liketo chdlenge my fdlow Republicansto
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1 resist the temptation to defeat the other party by drawing 1 Kathleen area should be backwood Polk. Right now it's
2  linesonamap. Let'stakethe highroad. Let'sshow the 2 separated out. We hed part of north Polk County going into
3 peopleof Horidathat thereisadifference. Give 3 another county. Polk County used to dominate two Sencte
4 communities priority over persond interest. Consider city 4 seatsuntil 1992. And wewould liketo do that again if
5  and county boundaries more important than specid interest 5 possble. And Polk should aso continue to dominate the
6  groups Concentrate on getting candidates eected through 6 congressond didrict that we have now.
7 qudifications, thelr integrity, and their proven ability 7 If you go back ten years ago, the currertt linesthe
8 asleadersrather then by drawing lines on a piece of 8 way they have been drawn areredly kind of crazy dueto
9  paper. | thank you very much. 9 the gerrymandering thet took place. And when you do St
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 3. Spesker 10  downto makededsionsto redraw the boundaries, youve got
11 Numbe 3. 1 to take into account the population centers of Lakeland.
12 MR. BROWN: Good afternoon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 12 Y ou have Winter Haven, Auburndde, and Lake Alfred in the
13 1 would dsoliketo dso say thank you to Senator John 13 center part of the county. We havetheridge. And asJohn
14 Laurent for bringing thisto Lakeland. Having stated that, 14 Long brought out earlier, thefour comersarea. That is
15  my nameis Don Brown and I'm president of the Lakeland 15 definitely an areathat needs to be dedt with and they
16 branch NAACP. I'm hereto Smply say | appreciate 16 need to be represented by one person if possible, might not
17 politicians on the one hand. On the other hand, | have 17 be able to do just one but we should be ableto do better
18  someresarvaions. Now asthe spesker before me pointed 18 than 17 or whatever county commissonersand dl the number
19  out, the party effiliation and what we should be doing or 19 of other representatives.
20  should not be doing, as a representative of minority 20 And we dso have some commonditiesin Polk County,
21 groups and tha'swhat we say the NAACP s abot, | wish 21 Bartow, Ft. Meade, they are Smilar populations, smilar
22 that wewould recognize the fact that when we draw our 2 shopping, business nesds and medica needswith Wauchula
23 linesthat we do not have any stacking, any fracturing or 23 and Bowling Green. Wetend to have some of the population
24 packing. 24 there thet go to Polk County for various shopping neads.
25 When we do our lines, and | want to make it perfectly 25 Samewith Lake Waes, Frostproof, Avon Park, dong the 27
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1 dear, that we want some representation of al peopleand 1 corridor whichisamgor population growth area. With
2 not exdudethat one vote that redly counts. We know what 2 that, I'd like to say thank you for traveling to every part
3 weve jus gone through recently and we don't want to see 3 of Polk County and listening to the people before you
4 the same thing perpetuated by the drawing of linesand not 4 garted drawing your new boundary lines. And thanksand
5 redly looking a dl of Floridals voters and meking 5 welcometo Polk County.
6 catantha dl of ushave asay-s0inwho our dected 6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 5. Welcome.
7 offidds are and not have things drawn in such amanner 7 MR. PLUMLEE: Ladiesand gentlemen, thank you for
8 wherewe redly do not have ared voice or ared voteas 8 coming to Polk County. | gpologize, | don't have my coat
9 the Condtitution so guarantees. Keegp that in mind aswe 9 and tie but | was out ddivering hot lunchesto the senior
10 draw our linesand | will aways repect you but | will 10 dtizensthismorning. A coat andtieisalittle
11 dwaysbevigilant. Thank you. 1 uncomfortable for thet job.
12 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 4. Speeker 12 What I'd like to addressis the compactnessissue and
13 Number 4. 13 dso that thisisthefirgt opportunity in modern times
14 MR. CARTER: Thank you, Mr. Charman. Ladiesand 14 that this group has hed the privilege and honor of working
15 gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives, my 15 on the redigtricting and it would be agood time to
16 nameisJary Cater. | resdein Winter Haven and had a 16 diminate some of the gerrymandering thet hes aress thet
17 greet display of the demographics of the county but | want 17 run from Jacksonville to Orlando for ingance which is--
18 to expand oniit just alittle bit. Polk County isthe 18 the . Johns River doesthat but | don't beievethe
19 fourth largest county in Florida. It'slarger than the 19 Legidaurewas desgned to do that.
20 date of Rhodeldand. Seventeen municipdlities, dities 20 | want to address such isues as compactness, county
21 and towns pread out throughout the county. And the 21 lines, and communities of interest in our area.and thoughts
2 population, aswas mentioned earlier, is over 480,000 22 asto whether counties and cities should be split or
23 people. 23 meaintained in communities locked together with other
24 And 1'd like to mention that we should continueto 24 communities that have common interests. Paula Dockery, for
25 dominate the four House seetsin Polk County and the 25 ingtance, has done agreat job for Lakdand but she only

7 (Pages 22 to 25)




Page 26

Page 28

1 has part of Lakdland. Our city issplit in two or three 1  ditizenin Polk County can purchase that and they may go

2 different waysin the Senaearea. John Laurent in Bartow 2 and seethe mapsfor themsaves. They can even make

3 probably doesn't havealot of interest on the west coast 3 suggestionsand send it to you and thet'salong and far

4 of Horida So that could probably be rearranged abit and 4 cry from ten years ago when pretty much the mgjority party

5 make for amoreworkable Stuation. | bdievethat the 5 is the one who hed access to the computers and to what was

6 current Legidature is making this amore open processfor 6 being proposed.

7 the public than was done ten yeers ago and look forward to 7 And if you did want to get the software, if you could

8 seethereaults of that. Thank you very much. 8 cough up about $100,000 or so, you know, you could come and
9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 6. Number6. | 9 getit. | don't know that most of the average citizens

10 MR. ENGLISH: Good afternoon, Chairmen, ladiesand 10  would beableto do that and thet'sabig ded. | think

1 gentlemen. | gppreciate the opportunity to be here. My 11 wevecomealongway inten years

12 nameisBab English and I'm amanufecturer and | livein 12 | would dso like to chalenge you, this committee, to

13 Lakdand. Going back to theincreasein population of Polk 13 continueto make this process open. Many people talked

14 County, that 19 percent trandatesinto 78,542 peopleand | 14  about today having acommon sense gpproach to the way the
15 think thet's enough of an increasein population to judtify 15  linesaredrawn. In 19921 lived in Bartow and my State
16 another Senate didrict in Polk County. 16  Represntativeat that timewas John Laurent who is now my
17 In regardsto the House, Polk County is spread over 17  Sate Senaior. But hewas actudly drawn out of our area.
18 1700 sguare milesand | think that's abig enough county to 18  Now Bartow ishishometown, obvioudy hisbese. And hewas
19 have d| our House didtricts|ocated within the boundaries 19  givenadidrict that stretched dl the way from, | believe
20 of Polk County. | think it would be very efficient and 20  itwasfrom the Kissmmee River dl the way down to Apallo
21 less confusing to the residents of Polk County if the House 21 Beachin Hillshorough County. Some of those aress are very
22 didrictsworked in concart or were Smilar in geography to 22 long and narrow and have very few peopleliving in them.
23 the county commission digtricts. That way each condituent 23 Andthankfully he was redected because heis such a grest
24 would have within the borders of Polk County his State 24 legidator and he redly did care about the people and he
25 Representetive, his Senate Representative and his County 25  made surethe peoplein those other areas knew him.
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1  Reyrestaive 1 But if you look a that seet whichis now State

2 And looking &t the interest of Polk Courty, | think we 2 Represantative D Alexander's sedt, theréls not any common
3 should look & the didricts in regard to the composition 3 sense gpproach to it. Therewas one resson those lines

4 of thecondituents For example, in District 63 | think 4  weredrawnwasfor himto be dravn out of his home base and
5 that should represent the rben segment of our population. 5 | would like to urge these committees to make sure that

6 And | think 66, Digrict 66, should represent the 6 does not happen. 1'm not againg having more than one

7 agioditurd end rurd aress rether then having them 7 Representativein our area.or even more than one Senator

8  intemixed Asfar astheU.S Congressond Didrict 12 8 because | fed thet gives usmore power in Polk to go and

9 isconcamed, | would hope thet would remain unchenged 9 tak to morelegidators. But | do want to ask that you
10 Thak you somuch. 10 try to keep somekind of common senseto that approach.
1 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, §r. Number 7. Wdcometo 11 Thank you.
12 thepublic hearing 12 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 8.
13 MS ELY: Thakyou. My nameis TwylaBly. | wes 13 MR. SENFT: | think you've had enough welcomes and we
14 justmeking notesand | havelike three pages. Bt | 14 aresincere and were glad to have you here. My nameis
15 pomisel wont takelong. | know peoplethet know meare 15 Paul Senft from Hesethrow, Florida, Haines City, which ison
16 suprised | havethat many notes | did warnt to thank you 16 top of the bridge, downhill from the coast. We have-- |
17 for meking astopin Polk County, it's very important. And 17 had some experience with the reditricting ten years ago
18 I know thet Senetor Laurent hed abig part in thet and we 18 and I'd like to echo what Twylasaid and commend you for
19  gpreciaehimdoingit. 19 the openness of the process and making software available
2 | ds0 want to compliment the commiittees here for the 20 and dl of that so that people can participae.
21 openway youve hed the rediricting heerings and 21 I'm glad you don't have any mapsfor usaswell
2 evaything that youve mede avalable, the meps on ste and 2 because you're doing it the right way. Y ou're getting the
2 thewebpagestohdpus | dsowant to mention, whicha 23 input first before you present presumptuoudy maps before
24 lotof people may not redize this, thet you cen actudly 24 people have had achanceto spesk. So thank you for thet
2 goinand get the software for $20, anyone, any party, ay 25 aswdl. | dohopethat we can achieve some compactnessin
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1 some of the digricts having runin'92 and '¥4. The seat 1 Polk Counties leed the state in the tatal number with farms
2 now held by Marty Bowen, it'sabout 70 milesfromtipto 2 in Hillsborough, 2639 and Polk a 2464.
3 tip and therésalot of spacein between. And Polk County 3 Polk has retained its agriculturdl integrity because
4 hesfilled in alat in between. 4 redslricting decisions meke - dedision-mekersin the pet
5 If youlll look at some numbers, Polk County's 5 have metched it with the agricuitire arees of adjoining
6 population of 483, if you add the group of people, the 6 counties They have teken into condderation the
7 votersinthefour corners areg, if youll just picture 7 importance of agricuiture to the locdl economies of these
8 north, south, east west in your mind, you go on north on 8  oounties and they recognize thet offidids elected to
9 Highway 27 to the four corner's areathat one of the 9 represant these aress do a better job when courntiesin
10 previous speskers was addressing, you pick up about 50,000 10 ther digricts are linked to other nearby counties with
11 there. Highlands County to the south is about 87,000. On 1 dmilar economic dynamics
12 the Osceolaling, Poindanahas quite afew. Senator 12 I'm here today to address that Polk's number one
13 Webster used to share that Poincianaareaiin his House 13 indudry to reman strong it must continue to be fair with
14 digrict | bdieve 14 aees of adjaoent counties that have like agricuiture
15 And the other areaiin batween isthe Cdebration area 15 interests. Therefore it would bein Polk's best interest
16 that Disney ishuilding that isarapidly-growing area. 16 ifitreumsto two State Senate sedts and maintain its
17 With dl of that, you could probably nest thetwo Senate 17 ourent Sete House and Congressiond representation of
18 seatsfor Polk. And thereis no question you can nest 18 pimaily four Sate House seets and one Congressiond
19 under those two Senate seets the four House seats for Polk 19 s Currently Polk's predominantly agricuiturd arees
20 County. So I'll hope you'l givethat some consideration. 20 aerepresnted very well by Horidds State Senator Jon
21 I know occasiondly you hear nothing but complaints 21 Lauent, Horida Representatives D Alexander, Marty Bowen,
2 but I'd like to commend you for afew other things. You're 2 PalaDockay, and Demis Ross and Congressman Adam Putnam.
23 having just as many hearings aswere held in '91, or very 23 Thejob of these dected representatives hes been mede
24 doseto the same number. So thank you for that. The 24 esder because more then population growth wes being teken
25 processisbeing equa asfar asaccess. Also, you're 5 into acoount when Polk's didricts were planned in the
Page 31 Page 33
1 getting, as| said, theinput first before you present any 1 past. Pleasetake the agriculturd strength in Polk County
2 maps and you're making it open. Some may have criticized 2 into congderation when you make your redigricting
3 that there are not any standards by which to draw these 3 decisons. Again, thank you for this opportunity.
4 didricts, but we had avery good presentation by the 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 10.
5 lawyersthat the Condtitution and the judges will provide 5 MR. STEARNS: Good afternoon, gentlemen -- ladiesand
6 guiddinesfor usand I'm sure you are dl well aware of 6 gentlemen, I'm sorry. I'm Dave Stearns. I'm vice
7 that. 7 president of the State organization of manufactured home
8 So without belaboring it any further, again thank you 8 owners or often known asthe FMO. We wanted to thank you
9 for coming to Polk. And | commend you for the opennessand 9 for recognizing Polk County. | have an argument, somebody
10  theway you are conducting the process. We are very proud 10  sadit'sthefourth biggest county. | think for a county
11  of our Polk County delegation and their participation and 11  in-- werethe second biggest county in Florida It's
12 leadership and hope you'l keep your ears open to what they 12  interegting to note thet over in Tampayesterday, which is
13 haveto say because well be bending their ears. 13 oneof themost populous counties, they had ameeting room
14 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thark you. Number 9. 14 inthe county headquarters thet was about haf thissze.
15 MR. SULLIVAN: Good &fternoon, ladies and gentlemen of 15 So Polk County may not have everything, but weve got
16  thecommittee, and Mr. Chairman. We do appreciate this 16  amuch bigger committee meeting room than they do in Tampa.
17 opportunity. | am Paul Sullivan, cattle rancher and citrus 17 Paticularly interesting to note from one of the previous
18  grower from the area of Polk County and vice president of 18  speskers dfter you leave Haines City, | wanted to ask our
19  thePolk County Farm Bureau. 19  newedt representative, Marty, isit true from Haines City
20 I've been afarmer in Polk County dl of my adult life 20  everythingin Horidais downhill &fter that? It's
21 andl'vewached Polk's population grow and urban 21  intereding to know.
22 landscapes change. Despite these developmentsthe 22 We have no argument with -- we know you are people and
23 production in sdle of food and fiber remains Polk's largest 23 menand women of high ideds and integrity and cherecter
24 indudtry. It generates 4.2 billionin annua economic 24 andyou'regoing to do agood job for dl the people of
25  impact and provides nearly 35,000 jobs. Hillshorough and 25  Horida Wedon't want anything specid. Wethink Polk
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1 County presently has a pretty good arrangement. We have 1 I would note however, that this hearing like the vast
2 four very fine Representativesin the House. We have one 2 majority of your hearingsis being held during the middie
3 of the senior members of the Senate with us aslead 3 of the workday when it is not convenient for those who are
4 chairman and we're proud of the thingsthet youive 4 working to attend. | had to use my annud leavetimein
5 accomplished inthelagt sesson. Y ou did some pogtive 5  ordertobehere. Further, I'm lucky that thishearing is
6 things and we're proud of that. 6 being -- teking placein Polk County. AFSME has many
7 My colleague Stew Willson isgoing to mention afew 7 members and public employees and workerswho arein
8 details. | think the only thing I know of thet we might do 8 Brevard, Seminole, Hernando, and according to the map,
9 alittle better, were happy with the Congressiond 9  Sumpter with number two growth aswell as Pasco County, and
10 redigricting and we are happy with the House. Wethink 10  they are not even having access to the public hearing
11 there might be alittle adjustment with Ginny Brown-Waites 11  processwhich isquite unfortunate.
12 digtrict where you gained populaion at amuch fagter rate 12 | would ask that asthis process moves forward, you
13 than the southern part of Polk. Y ou may haveto give up 13 driveto makeit more open and more accessible and that
14 some of that areato us. Maybe cut theline off across 14  dlinformationiseesly avalableto the public. Post
15 Polk County toward the north. Other than that, thank you 15  dlinformation on the web Ste we saw displayed earlier.
16 very much for bringing your delegation and your sudy here 16  Butdsoupdatetheweb ste. Asof thismorning beforel
17 to Polk and we thenk you again for being here 17 began work it sad the Lakeland hearing was to be announced
18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 11. 18  foralocation. Wefound it anyway.
19 MS. HARDEN: Good aternoon. Mr. Chairmean, and 19 I'm dso concerned that the most accurate census data
20 members of the redigtricting committeg, my nameis Jeen 20  touseduring the redidtricting process, news reports
21 Harden and I'm aresdent of Lakdand. | livein Senator 21 indicatethat over 200,000 Horidians were missed by the
22 Laurent's digtrict and Representative Ross didtrict and | 22 2000 census and we know that minority groups are
23 gppreciate the opportunity to speek. 23  disproportionately represented in this undercount. Since
24 Itsmy bdief that wein Polk County and in Horida 24 Horidawas one of only four statesto not provide precinct
25 can best be sarved by Congressiond digtricts, Senate, and 25  leve datato the census bureau, | would suggest that to
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1 Housedistrictsthat are contiguous and compact and thet do 1 compensatefor those possible atendant problemsthe
2 represent theintegrity of counties and communities. But 2 Legidature congder utilizing adjusted census datawhich
3 my question to this committee is how do we define the 3 isthe most representative of minority populations.
4 community of interest? Aswe have seen by the census 4 Thishearing isbeing held in Congressiond
5  numbers weve had tremendous growth in Polk County. 5 Digtrict 12, my congressiond digtrict, adistrict that
6  Perhagpsour community of interest has expanded to include 6 encompassss parts of five counties. Mot of which have
7 morethan agriculture. 7 received phenomend growth according to whet we saw
8 The redigtricting process should not be used to 8 earlier. |1 would ask that asyou redraw the linesthat you
9  advancethe palitica aspirations of any individud or to 9 try to respect county lines. And asmuch aspossible,
10  protectincumbency. | hopethat the results of this 10 limit the number of countiesthat compriseasingle
11  redigtricting process won't repeat the mistakes of the last 11 digrict. | think that would dso meke Congressman Adam
12 redigricting. Bdieve me, there was enough blameto go 12 Putnam quite happy.
13 around on both sides of the aisle for that disester. 13 Smilarly, the current makeup of Congressiondl
14 Again, | do appreciate the fact that the committee cameto 14 Didtrict 11 repect such lines by being contained soldy
15  Lakeland, cameto Polk County. It isn't oftenthat a 15 within Hillshorough County and by meeting the test of
16 leter that | writeto the Legidature gets quite such a 16 contiguousness and compactness. | would urge you to keep
17  prompt response. Thank you. 17 these basic communities of interest together in
18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 12. Wdcometo the hearing. 18 Congressond Didrict 11 by ensuring that downtown Tampa
19 MS. NEILSEN: Good &ternoon, Mr. Chair, and members 19 remainsintact and within the digtrict. And thet in
20  of thecommittee. My nameis Fran Neilsen. | livein 20 redrawing any linesthis district stayswithin Hillsborough
21  Representative Byrd'sdigrictin Plant City and I'm a 21 County.
22 member of the American Federation of State, County and 2 Theincumbent Congressman Jm Davishasdonean
23 Municipd Employess. Assuch, I'mapoalitica chair for 28 23 excdlent job representing his diverse communities that
24 counties herein west centra Florida. | want to thank the 24 make up Didrrict 11. The current makeup of that digtrict
25  committeefor holding this public hearing. 25 isin Tampaand communities have had representation thet
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1 reflectstheir interests. My property linedong 1 Brooksville, onein Mdbourne. There is something wrong
2 Didtrict 62 is the boundary line. My front yardisin 2 with that map. 1'd like to see that changed. 'Y ou know
3 Representative Byrd's didtrict. My backyard isin 3 what you have to do. We ask only thet your consideration
4 Representetive Littlefidd's. On Friday Representative 4 in drawing lines don't bresk gpart common interests and
5 Byrd and | attended afunction in Plant City &t the Boys 5 community. Thank you.
6 and Girls Club where Verizon presented $25,000 worth of 6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 15.
7 computer equipment to the Boys and Girls Club. That's 7 MR. MARTIN: Hi, I'm Ron Matin. I'm vice chair of
8 not Representative Byrd's didtrict. Representative Byrd 8 the Democratic party. 1'd like to thank you for coming
9 represents that area anyway as an in-kind contribution. 9 today and give us ditizens a chance to spesk about how we
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Your time has expired. 10  fed about redidtricting. I'm not happy about your
11 MS NEILSEN: Thank you. 11  committee seemsto be unconcerned about getting everyone's
12 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you for coming. Number 13, 12 comments At first you scheduled no public hearing in Polk
13 MR. WILLSON: Good &ternoon. Mr. Chairman, members 13 County -- the nearest one was in Hardy County September the
14 of thecommittee, and particularly members of the Polk 14 20that 10:00 am. -- until you received complaint letters,
15  deegation, | wish to thank you for coming over to Polk 15  but Hill even today you havent given the public enough
16  County and giving usthis opportunity to speek to you. 16  time only five days notice, a 1:30 p.m.
17 Frst 1 would liketo ask pardon for not having atie on. 17 Why did you decide to hold it &t thistime of the day?
18 | wasthinking, I've been retired for 18 years. And when 18  Wereyou truly wanting al the public's comments or would
19  youarived that point you may agree with meit is more 19  you have hdd -- why didn't you hald this public hearing &
20  comfortable without one. 20  7:00 p.m.intheevening? I'm alittle nervous as you can
21 We, on my part, have been extremely satisfied with the 21  tdl. But second, Polk County has alarge prison
22 representation that we have had from our representativesin 22 population with severd private and public oneslocated in
23 Pok County. Anddso I natice Adam is gone now but from 23 largecounties. Areyou going to count them into your
24 our Congressman. Sol'd liketo start by urging you to 24 population growth in the 2000 census for Polk County even
25  maintain the Congressiond digtrict which Adam Putnam 25  though they have no vote? Shouldn't they beincdluded in
Page 39 Page 41
1 represents. 1 the redigtricting process? What happensto the Equa
2 Sacondly, | see no reason whatsoever to changethe 2 Protection Clausein the Federa Condtitution thet is found
3 digricts that we have now with our Horida 3 in Section 1 of the 14th Amendment stating, No state shall
4 Representatives. Asmentioned earlier, thereis one amdll 4 deny any person with itsjurisdiction the equal protection
5 point. It isextremey convenient where possbleto have 5  of thelaws? Doesthisgpply to the prison population when
6 thelocd offices of the Representative or Senetor asdose 6  itcomestoredigricting?
7 as possibleto the condtituents. And | know you have many, 7 Third, | would like to go on record by asking this
8 many other dementsto congder. But among them, please 8  committee oneimportant question today. Do you have any
9 congider the availability of thelocd office, of the 9 maps dready redravn? Because when you get through holding
10 politician to the condtituents. 10  thepublic hearings and maps are ready for gpprova, the
1 Inmy case, | am quite dosein Winter Haven to 11 publicwould likeachanceto look &t them before the
12 Sendtor Laurent'soffice. But my dear Senator Ginny 12 Governor signsoff onthem. Please put them on the
13 Brown-Waite who we dearly loveisway off in Brooksville 13 Internet so everyone has achance to comment. Please
14 It isnot convenient to drive over to Brooksville. It's 14 respond to the above questionsin writing as soon as
15 very convenient to drive over to Marty Bowen'sofficewhich | 15 possible. Thank you.
16 | havedone. So please add thet as one dement of 16 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you.
17 congderdtion into your very, very difficult task. Best 17 MS. BLACK: Good afternoon. My nameisLauralLee
18 wishes 18  Black and I'm acondituent of Didtrict 44. I'm from
19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 14. 19  Lakdand but our didgtrict is representative of Lake, Polk,
20 MS. MANN: Good afternoon, membersof thecommittee. | 20 Hernando, and Sumpter Counties. My fedingiis| livein
21 I'm Joan Mann, agmdl businessowner. And my 21  thenorthwest corridor of Polk County. Whenyou live-- |
2 congratulaions on the openness of these meetings. It's 22 liveonly 6 milesfrom Pasco County but my lifeand my
23 wel needed and | trust that some of our ideas will be 23 community interestisin Lakdand. Asacatleraiser and
24 used, we certainly hope so. I'm from north Polk County, 24 citrusgrower, | am more susceptible to the Polk County
25 one-quarter mile north of 1-4. | have Representdivesin 25  interest and I'd like to be a part of that delegation. |
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1  fed asa2l-year old and ayoung voter that you need to 1 We support the acknowledged principles of fair

2  takeinto condderation when redesigning districts that -- 2 redigricting thet is compactness, contiguousness,

3 keepcountiestogether. Like people 5 miles awvay from here 3 protection of communities of interest, regard for palitica
4 inPaulaDockery'sdigtrict but were in Representative 4 subdivisons and we support the Legidature's stated god
5  DaveRusHl's. It'simportant that you kegp common issues 5 of induding the public in the process of redigtricting.

6  together whenyouredoing this. Asfar asthe Sendte, 6 Y ou have teken astep in the right direction to indude

7 werefinewith thetwo sests. And the Congressiond 7 Lakdand intheligt of hearing Stes. Please continue the
8  didrict of 12 werefine with, but wewould liketo bea 8 process.

9 part of Didtrict 65. Thank you. 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Nurmber 19.

10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 17. 10 MR. WIGGS Thank you, Mr. Charman and eteemed
1 MR. HARPER: Mr. Chairman, and the committes, I'm Alex 1 membersof thisddegation. I'm Howard Wiggs I'ma

12 Hape, S, president of the Polk County Democratic Black 12 business awner in Lakdand dong with my wife, and except
13 Caucus | will follow thetrend of the othersin saying 13 for afew months, alifdong resdent of Polk County. |
14 thank you for alowing usthis opportunity to participate 14 mean no disrespect to any of the representatives who

15  ortobeheardinthis committee. However, | am profoundly 15 represent aportion of Polk County but who do not livein
16  disgppointed that you scheduled this meting at this hour 16 Polk County. However, | do not bdievethat it's necessary
17  because many of theworking population are unableto 17 for Polk County to be carved up and portions of it placed
18  participatein this meeting this afternoon. Itis 18 in other didtricts. Asyou know, Polk County isalarge
19  extremely important that all citizens have the opportunity 19 county geographicaly andit'srichinitspolitica

20 topaticipatein thistype of meetings because 20 heritage with leeders like Spencer Holland and Lawton
21 redigricting is extremely important to dl of us. 21 Chiles, aswdl asmany othersinduding our current Polk
22 Also, | would like to mention the fact that | am 2 County delegation.

23 deeply and passionately concerned that you do not lump al 23 Thereare anumber of initiatives currently taking

24 theminorities, especidly blacks, into one district where 24 placein Polk County thet are intended to bring folks

25  they will not be able to participate along the lines of 25 together to build a sense of community across our county.
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1 vating for other good candidates. Inthelest 1 Ibdieveitscounteproductive for our county and the

2 redistricting seet, many of them was lumped into the same 2 dfotstha were underteking to have portions of it

3 digtrict meaning they were unable to participate and vote 3 broken off and atteched to other districts

4 for other candidates or be represented by other candidates. 4 My request is simple, when you are drawing the

5 Without prolonging the time, | would chdlenge this 5 digrict lines return to us the politica integrity thet we

6 group to befar and use good common sensein drawing the 6  bdievePolk Courty desarves Asfar as possble presarve

7 maps because we redize that dl our ditizens need the 7 theboundaiesof Polk County and not for the sske of

8 opportunity to participate and be treated fairly in the 8  tradtion but for the sske of our diizens: Therk you.

9 process. Again, thank you for this opportunity. 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thenk you. Number 20. Welcometo the
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 18. 10 committee

1 MS. BECKER: Good afternoon. My nameis Sharon u MS LUSSER: Audrey Lusser. | teech a Mulbery

12 Becker. I'mthe Chair of the DEC. Firgt of dl, | would 12 HighSchool. Thisismy 30th yeer there | grew upin

13 like to take this opportunity to thank you, members of the 13 eest Hillshorough County and | too am hereto ask you not

14 committee, for the addition of Lakeland to thishearing. 14 todvide Polk County. We do not wart to be treeted as

15 Those of uswho livein Polk County gppreciate the 15 unwented depchilcren.

16 recognition and the opportunity to testify. We gpplaud 16 | believe the process of politicaly dividing us

17 your commitment to open government and the adherence to 17 conributesto tuming off citizen participetion. It

18 sunshine laws of the sunshine Sate. 18 credes confusion o they do nat know who to see when they

19 We only wish this session hed been held in the evening 19 need hdp or who to ssewhen they wish to contribute: Some
20 S0 people did not have to take off work in order to 20 o usevenhaveto cal long-distance to reech our
21 tedtify. We hopethat you plan to continue your commitment | 21 Represantdives | believe this crestes asystem of haves
2 to open hearings by dlowing usto comment on thefind 2  adhaends
23 maps before they are enacted. We dsowould liketo see 2 After 30 yearsin Mulbarry and living in eest
24 those maps taken outside of Tallahassee asthese hearings 24 Hillsborough Courty, | have eways lived in an area thet
25 weae 5 hes been carved up and tregted like agtepchild. I'minan
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1 aeainWillow Oak that sometimes goes one way, Ssometimes 1 with your condtituentsin the newdetters and web stesif
2 another. Andwhen| livedin Dover, the samething 2 you would go out of your way to keep updated precinct and
3 happened. | too ask that you draw the lines so that the 3 redigricting information available to your congtituents;
4 people comefirg, not the paliticians, not the specia 4 it would makeit alot -- wetruly have ashared interest
5 interests. Thank you. 5 here
6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 21. Former Representative 6 Andto that end, I'd dso like to offer the supervisor
7 Edwards 7 of dections officeto hdp your gaff because there will
8 MS. EDWARDS. Thank you, Mr. Charman, and members. 8 be increased condtituent inquiries as we gpproach dection
9  I'mLori Edwards. I'm the supervisor of eectionsfor Polk 9 day. | wishyouthebest of luck. | understand you havea
10  County. By thetime you're done with thisfar-reaching 10 very complex task. And likethe atherstoday, | want to
11 tour, youwill hear the voice of Floridals minority groups, 1 thank you very much for coming to Polk Courty.
12 mgority groupsand locd leaders. And | have every 12 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 22.
13 confidencetha you'll arrive a afair plan with compact, 13 MR. LEE: I'm Dr. Eal Leeand I'm here on behdf of
14 congruent didtricts that represent communities of interest. 14 tge Gregter Haines City Area Chamber of Commerce. I'mon
15  Oncetha planisadopted, however, the mechanics of 15 the board and chair the Government Affairs Committee We
16  Horidasdemocracy kicksin. 16 have submitted awritten handout which you will be getting.
17 Asaresult of presidentia election 2000, weredl 17 Itsbeen farly short natice, but let me say thisin
18 4l too familiar with the mechanics of Floridals democracy. 18 defense of the commiittee. | redlize you can't spesk for
19  Butl bringit up to thank you for your meaningful dection 19 yoursdlf heretoday because of thetimeframe. But for
20  reformlegidation that you passed last session and 20 those who have expressed concarns over thefact thet the
21 espedidly thefinancia commitment that you medeto locd 21 medting isherein themiddle of the day, | would remind
22 governments, counties, money for voting equipment and money 2 peopletha we arein thetechnologica age and E-mall is
23  toeducaethevoters. Herein Polk County when you 23 available and you medeit avalable for commentsaswdll as
24 findly hand over the plan, the didrrict -- the boundaries 24 the snall mail thet isHill availdble Sowecan
25  of tendigrictswill change. Meanwhile, back at the ranch 25 participate in the process on an ongoing basisand |
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1 the county commission and the school board will be changing 1 gopreciate you meking it available -- meking it available
2 the boundaries of another ten didricts. Theresultsare 2 that way. I'm not -- persondly, I'm not appreciative of
3 likely to affect more than 100 of our 165 precincts, al 3 the people who have denigrated the committee. And o
4 1300 poll workers and probably about 200,000 of our 250,000 4 just thought | would make that statement.
5 voters here, 5 We have some concernsin polling some of our over 500
6 I'm hereto ask your congderation on two fronts. 6 members of the Chamber of Commercein regardsto
7 One, do agood job but pleese doit quickly. Thetimeline 7 redigricting. One of the areas of concern isthe area of
8 that you've presented here today dlows usjust Sx weeks 8 Poinciana, Horida. And we redize when it comesto county
9 to implement the plan that you're going to put in place. 9 government and so on, we can't plitit. But avery amal
10  Andthedaidics| gave you wasfor one of Floridas 67 10  portion of Poincianaisin Polk County. The bulk of
11  counties 11  everything dsein Poincianaisin Osceola County. And |
12 And sacond, plesse respect city limit boundaries 12 think in Federd didricts and probably in some of our
13 because as supervisor and with the help of the county 13  Saelegidative aswel as Senaorid didricts, it would
14  commission, | can goinand change precinct boundaries. 14 best servethat population if they could be put together as
15  Thosecity boundaries are not going to budge. And findly 15  acommunity rather than separateit asthey are now. Well
16  for the Polk delegation, | have aspecia request. The 16  haveto continueto live with two sheriffs and who's got
17 voting habits of Polk resdents are going to be adjusted as 17 jurigdiction where. That we can't avoid unless we redo the
18  theseprecinct lineschange. 'l be using the bulk of the 18  county line.
19  education funding that you're sending down our way in the 19 Congressiondly, we have asmadl portion of northeest
20  timeframe between the receipt of that map and eection day 20  Polk County thet isin Representative Dave Weldon's
21  tokeep votersaware and informed of the changes aheed of 21 digrict. That'sredly atravesty that just ahandful of
22 timeso that they know where to go on eection day. 22 peopleboth to Dave Weldon aswell asto the people though
23 I'm going to ask your assstance from the Polk 23 hedoesagood job of representing them that should come
24 legidaive delegation from your didrict offices. Next 24 back into Polk County and hopefully back into Adam Putnam's
25  year around thistime when you're having communications 25  didrict because he coverstherest of the areaup there.

13 (Pages 46 to 49)




Pege 50 Page 52
1 When it comesto Sate Senatorid didrictcsaswdl as 1 anything?
2 to the State Representative didricts, when you take a 2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Sanetor Browrn-Waite?
3 portion of rurd Polk County and you attach it to a 3 SENATOR BROWN-WAITE: My Senate ditrict isthe
4 digrict outsde of Polk County, the peoplein that rurd 4 district that many people have been concerned about that
5 population do not have much of avoice becauseit'svery 5  adjoinsPasco County. | didn't draw it. It wasnot drawn
6 difficult for them to atach themsdvesto the city north 6  tobeasea that washeld by the party that | belong to.
7 of them or whatever. And wefed it would be best to leave 7 We have atoll free number for our didtrict office, and
8 the rurd portions of Polk County in Polk County didtricts. 8  believeme, | go over these sheets of the condtituent calls
9 And if you heed to attach in the dividing, take achunk -- 9  andavery large number, more than about 30 percent --
10 teke acity or teke alarger portion that's right adjacent 10  whichishigher than the percentage of my didtrict -- of
1 and atach it to both of those aress. 11  thecdlsdo comefrom the Polk County ares, that we are
12 Would remind you thet in Polk County the growthin 12 hdping Polk County resdents.
13 Polk County isoccurring totheeast. And we-- the 13 So dthough my officeisin Brooksville, number one,
14 eagtern Sde of Polk County represents more than 50 percent 14  asmy mamasad, shell cometak to anybody. So anybody
15 of the population in Polk County and that patterniswell 15 who has asked meto come down, | come down. Agan, the
16 edablished over thelast four to fiveyears. It'sgoing 16  toll free number isthere, E-mail me, and we certainly have
17 to continueto go that way. And this committee needsto be 17 adequatdy heard from the folks of this county and | want
18 forward looking in its redigtricting thet the population 18  tocommend you-dl for showing up today and your input was
19 growth is going that way when you consder carving up Polk 19  very important.
20 County. 20 Believe me, in a perfect world we would keep every
21 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ten ssconds 21  county intact. However, there are only 40 Senate districts
22 MR. LEE: Let mejust dosewith this atement then. 22  andthereare 67 counties. So some counties have to be
23 That wetrugt the committee will makeits decisions based 23  gilitand | certainly understand the need or the desireto
24 on gatesmanship rather then political agpirations. Thank 24 keepacounty intact. |t makesawholelot of sense. But
25 youl. 25  jud don' shoot this messenger because | didn't draw this
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1 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 23, 1 line.
2 MR. SEMFT: Mr. Charman, thank you. Sincel didnt 2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Reresariaive Alexanda.
3 usedl my time, | had one other thing to commend you for 3 REPRESENTATIVE ALEXANDER: Thark you, Chdmen. As
4 and that isfor the fact that thistime 36 percent of your 4 one of those Representatives who didn't draw the linewho
5 mextings are after 5:00 compared to 10 years ago when 5 represants portions of two counties; | cartainly recognize
6 someone ese was controlling the process, when only 27 6 some of the difficulties of sarving this population. Its
7 percent of the meetings were &fter 5:00. 7 an hour and ahdlf from my house to Apallo Beech. I've
8 So | think you're doing a better job dl the way 8 worked herd to try to meke sure | heerd whet Apallo Besch
9 around. Thank you. 9 wanted to do and tried to meke sure they were wel
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Now, ledies and gentlemen, that 10 reoresanted as best you can from an hour and ahdlf away.
11  condudesthe public testimony but we do have the loca n That'snot idedl.
12 legidaorswho may want to address the meeting. So I'll 12 And deay, | think as we move foward, we are going
13 akif any of thelegidators from the loca delegation 13 to do our begt to draw more compect, more ressoned
14 thawould liketo say -- Senator Laurent, would you like 14 ddrics Atthesametime | would dso liketo remind
15  toaddressthe public hearing? 15 you that it's been a— | think quite positive for Polk
16 SENATOR LAURENT: Wl | do want to thank the Senate 16 County and for Hillsborough Courty, to have me represant
17 and House regpportionment committees for rescheduling the 17 bath. By being in the Hillshorough delegation I've
18 hearing in Lakeland. | know alot of folksin Lakdand 18 developed persond relationships working arm in am with a
19 felt that wasimportant. And | particularly want to thank 19 ot of our oolleagues from Hillsborough County thet hdped
20 the members who have come. But most importantly, | want to 20 usto get things done for Hillshorough County better and it
21 thank the folks who have cometo tetify to today. The 2 a0 helped us get things done for Palk.
22 testimony was -- mogt of it was on point, it was concise, 2 And o thergsan at to dl this Itshard to say
23 and | think it gives the committee and gtaff some points of 23 exadly what's parfect. But donit believe just because
24 view and thingsto work on when we do gart drawing the 24 your community happens to be split - | represant anather
25 maps. Anybody dse from the loca delegation liketo say 3] community, Sun City, thet's split in two, by two House
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digricts Thosefoksarevey adtive They arevery
politically - above 95 percart. And let metdl you, when

Sun City telks, both House members ligen to them. So they

in effect have alat to say about whet their two House
members do even though their community is split.

So please think beyond the obvious and underdand thet
thereare alot of issuesto try to come together on ad
what's the best way to draw digrids. And sometimesit's
not aparfedt -- just kegp it around one dity. Herein

Polk County we have 485,000 people. Wl if we have four

House sats at 133,000 gpiece, that's more then what Polk
County hes Soif were going to have four principelly
Polk County digrricts, there will have to be some overlgp
in order to havefour. And it will be chdlenging.

I've never been involved in thisand | know under our
ableleadership we will do agood job. | cantdl you from

brief discussons | hed with my cdlleegues we are committed

to trying to draw compact, common sense didricts as best

wecan. But thenks for your time and thark you for coming

out today to spesk to us

Page 54

CHAIRMAN BYRD: Otha mambas? Otha mambas? Thak

you for your hospitdity and the public heering will now be
adjouned.

(Hearing edjourned & 3:00 pm.)
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3 COUNTY OFLEON:
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5 proceedingsand that thetranscript isatrueand complete
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