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1 MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 1 public hearings. And remind you that thisis a public
2 SENATORALEX DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA 2 hearing, the sole and only purpose of which isto hear from
3 SENATOR STEVEN A. GELLER 3 the public on matters of redistricting. It's not a
4 SENATOR DURELL PEADEN, JR. 4 legidlative committee meeting and we will not take any type
5 SENATOR DANIEL WEBSTER 5 of legidative action in this or any subsegquent public
6 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHN BALL 6 hearings.
7 REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK C. BRUMMER 7 Instead, thisis the public's forum where we have the
8 REPRESENTATIVE PAULA BONO DOCKERY 8 opportunity to receive citizen input about your €lectoral
9 REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNIEB. BYRD, JR. 9 digtricts. And it will not be atime for legidative
10 REPRESENTATIVE MARIO DIAZ-BALART 10 debate. All Representetives and Senators will have,
11 REPRESENTATIVE MIKE FASANO 11 including your Senators and Representatives, will have
12 REPRESENTATIVE LINDSAY M. HARRINGTON 12 numerous opportunities in the subsequent committee meetings
13 REPRESENTATIVE CHARLIE JUSTICE 13 and the floor debates in the Legidature to address all the
14 REPRESENTATIVE BRUCEKYLE 14 members concerns and wishes.
15 REPRESENTATIVE SANDRA L. MURMAN 15 Today, however, isfor our constituents. We will not
16 REPRESENTATIVE MITCH NEEDELMAN 16 diminish your voice by taking up your valuable time today
17 REPRESENTATIVE LESLIE WATERS 17 with legidative debate. Following my remarks we will have
18 18 legal counsdl give agenera overview of the legal
19 19 considerationsin redistricting. Then our staff will
20 20 provide some specific information about the census results
21 21 inthisregion and the state. The rest of the time today
22 22 isreserved for you, the citizens.
23 23 Every ten years after completion of the updated
24 24 national census the Constitution requires that the Florida
25 25 Legidature redraw the boundaries of al the digtricts of
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 the Florida House, the Florida Senate, and Floridas
2 SENATOR WEBSTER: Good afternoon. 1'd liketo start 2 Congressiond districts. The Legidature will take up this
3 the meeting by saying the Pledge of Allegiance, if 3 task in the next legidative session beginning January the
4 everybody would rise for the Pledge. 4 22nd, 2002 and ending on March 22nd, 2002.
5 (Pledge.) 5 Thedistricts we draw will first be used in the
6 SENATOR WEBSTER: My nameisDaniel Webgter. I'ma 6 dectionsinthefall of 2002. Redigtricting isa centra
7 Senator from District 12, chairman of the Senate Committee 7 element of our representative democracy. We take thistask
8 on Regpportionment. It's my pleasure to welcome you today 8 on with humility and due regard for the importance and
9 to this public hearing. Senators and Representatives are 9 difficulty of the job. We are also committed that the
10 here to listen to the residents of the areaand consider 10 process will befair, open, and inclusive.
11 your input in this very important process. Since these are 11 These public hearings represent a crucial first step
12 joint meetings, we've divided our responsibilities 12 in the process. We appreciate that we are doing the work
13 throughout these public hearings that will be held 13 of the people. Wewant to hear from you and help you
14 throughout the state in these next few weeks. 14 participate in ameaningful way. To encourage public
15 It'smy pleasure at thistime to introduce 15 participation, House Spesker Tom Feeney and Senate
16 Representative Johnny Byrd who is chairman of the House 16 President John McKay have scheduled these public hearings
17 Procedural and Redistricting Council. Chairman Byrd will 17 throughout the state. All members of the Legidature's
18 preside over today's hearing. Chairman Byrd. 18 redistricting committees aswell aslocal delegation
19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm | 19 members have been invited to these public hearings.
20 Johnny Byrd, a Representative from House District 62 and 20 These hearings will be taped so they also can be made
21 chairman of the House Procedural and Redistricting Council. 21 available for all members of the Legidature. The House
22 It's also my pleasure to welcome you to this public 22 and the Senate have designed web sites as atoal for public
23 hearing, it's one of over 20 to be held throughout Florida 23 input and will broadcast select hearings on Florida's
24 through the summer and thefall. First, I'd liketo 24 public television stations. The web addresses for the
25 explain the procedure that we will use throughout these 25 House and Senate legidative redistricting are available at
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1 the sign-in table in the back. 1 federal Condtitution. It must be done after the end of the
2 ~ A link will also be available from the Florida 2 most recent federal census.
3 Legidative web site. The redigtricting plan for the 3 Florida's population hasincreased and substantially
4 State, House, and Senate will be passed in the form of a 4 s0. And because of that, we will have two additiona
5 joint resolution which will not be subject to the 5 members in Congress next year for atota of 25 seats. We
6 Governor's approva or veto but will be reviewed by the 6 will have to, the House and the Senate, will have to craft
7 Florida Supreme Court. On the other hand, the plan 7 aCongressiona plan that creates 25 contiguous districts
8 determining Congressional districts will not be reviewed by 8 to cover the entire state, one for each member of Congress.
9 the Florida Supreme Court but will be subject to the 9 The Legidature will aso be required to divide the
10 Governor's veto or approval. 10 Senate into no more than 40 Senate districts and the House
11 | encourage everyone to carefully review the 2000 11 into no more than 120 districts.
12 census. Itisthe essentia building block on which 12 The Florida Congtitution permits but does not require
13 Florida's redistricting plans will be built. The United 13 that the Senate be divided into as few as 30 districts and
14 States census web siteisavailable dso at the sign-in 14 the House asfew as 80. This public hearing process
15 table. But, again, we are hereto listen and consider your 15 commences the process. It will be followed of course by
16 voice. We encourage each member of the public to testify 16 legidative hearingsthisfall and the regular session
17 and help craft your legidative district. Also encourage 17 beginning in January of 2002 and ending in March of 2002.
18 written submission in addition to the testimony during the 18 Although the legidative process related to
19 public hearing. 19 redistricting can be concluded in the regular session, the
20 Everyone who wishes to speak should fill out a 20 Condtitution provides for additional sessions and review
21 speaker's card on the table in the back. It's the only way 21 processes in the event that the L egidature is unable to
22 that well know who wishes to speak and after the hearing 22 come you up with aplanin the regular session. Let me
23 who actually spoke. Speaker's cards are available at the 23 giveyou afew examples.
24 tableintherear. In addition, because we want to hear 24 The Constitution requires that the Governor reconvene
25 from as many people as possible, we will limit comments to 25 the Legidature with aspecial session if thereisnot a
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1 four minutes. 1 planin the regular session. That session shall not exceed
2 On behalf of House Speaker Tom Feeney and Senate 2 30 consecutive days following the regular session.
3 President John McKay and the members of the Florida 3 From here it becomes allittle more tedious depending
4 Legidature, | look forward to working with al of you on 4 on the result of whether thereisaplan or if thereis not
5 this historic and important task. At thistime, | would 5 aplan. If during theregular or specia session plansare
6 like to recognize George Meros who is an attorney with the 6 adopted by the L egidature, the Governor -- for Congress,
7 House legal team who will give usabrief legal 7 the Governor has the opportunity to approve or veto that
8 presentation. Thank you, Mr. Meros, you are recognized. 8 plan. And under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, which
9 MR. MEROS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members. | 9 I'll describe briefly later on, the Justice Department must
10 amost don't need this. My name is George Meros. I'mwith | 10 review that plan because certain parts of the state are
11 Gray, Harris, and Robinson. | serve as cocounsdl to the 11 what we call covered jurisdiction under the -- covered
12 House of Representatives on this task. 12 jurisdictions under the Voting Rights Act.
13 | am here on behalf of the House along with former 13 Now with respect to the State and House -- State House
14 Senator Jim Scott who serves as counsel for the Senate. | 14 and Senate sedts, if the Legidature adopts redistricting
15 will give you smply abrief overview of the law regarding 15 plans then 15 days after passage of that plan or plansthe
16 reapportionment and redistricting. Many of you have heard 16 Attorney General isrequired to petition the Supreme Court
17 it, but | giveit also for the benefit of the public. This 17 to review the plan and determine whether the planisvalid.
18 presentation is by no means comprehensive. It will smply 18 If the Florida Supreme Court declaresthe plan to be
19 give you some key words and some key topics with a brief 19 invalid in whole or in part the Constitution then directs
20 explanation to give some context to the analysis here. 20 that the Governor must reconvene the Legidaturein an
21 The task of reapportionment and redistricting isthe 21 extraordinary session of no more than 15 days during which
22 process of dividing residents of ajurisdiction, in this 22 the Legidatureisrequired to adopt ajoint resolution
23 case, the residents of the entire state of Florida, into 23 conforming the plan to the order of the Supreme Court.
24 different electoral seats. It isa Congtitutional 24 Assuming that the regular and specia sessions end
25 requirement both of the Florida Congtitution and the 25 without the adoption of aredistricting plan for the State
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1 Legidature, the Attorney General must request the Florida 1 Another section of the Voting Rights Act is Section 5,
2 Supreme Court at that point to commence deliberations and 2 the preclearance standards, which requires that certain
3 to establish aplanitself. And within 60 days of that 3 voting changes, again, including redistricting be approved
4 petition the Supreme Court must submit a plan. 4 in advance before they go into effect. They have somewhat
5 And as with Congressional redistricting, there will be 5 of adifferent analysis.
6 a Section 5 preclearance process for the State plan as well 6 With regard to Section 5, there arefive
7 asthefederd plan. In effect, there are two process, the 7 jurisdictions, countiesin Florida that are covered by this
8 Congressional redistricting and the State redistricting. 8 preclearance process. Those are Collier, Hardee, Hendry,
9 The difference iswith the Congressiona redistricting the 9 Hillsborough, and Monroe Counties. Most requests go to the
10 Governor can veto or sign that bill. With the State plan, 10 United States Attorney General. They do not haveto. They
11 the Governor has no veto power but it is subject 11 can go to the federd district court for the District of
12 automatically to review by the Florida Supreme Court. 12 Columbia, but that is seldom done.
13 Just a couple of redistricting principlesto keepin 13 Preclearance is obtained if the Attorney Genera
14 mind for you and the members of the public. The 14 either approves or indicates no objection or failsto
15 Legidatureis guided by two key dementsin a 15 object within 60 days of sufficient. Whether it isthrough
16 redistricting plan. First isthe concept of one person, 16 the court proceeding in the District of Columbiaor in the
17 onevote. And the second, of course, isthe requirements 17 Attorney General's Office, the covered jurisdiction, the
18 of the federal Congtitution and federal statutes. 18 covered county, in this instance the state submitting the
19 The concept of one person, one vote arose out of 19 plan, bears the burden of demonstrating that the proposed
20 decisionsin the United States Supreme Court in the 1960s 20 voting change does not have the purpose and will not have
21 which invaidated legidative districtsin certain states 21 the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on
22 and plansin certain states where there was a great 22 account of race or color or membership in alanguage
23 disparity in population among districts. One district 23 minority.
24 might have 120,000 citizens. Another district might have 24 The Section 5 anadysisisaso at least in part called
25 50,000. But the court in effect said that each person's 25 aretrogression anaysis. These are smply some of the
Page 11 Page 13
1 vote should essentialy count as much as another. So there 1 rules, many of which are far more complex than time
2 should be generally population equality among districts so 2 permits. But | and my colleague Senator Scott stand ready
3 that each person's vote can have essentially the same 3 to assist you through this process.
4 weight. 4 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Attorney Meros. At
5 Thereis somewhat adifferencein thelegal 5 thistime, 1'd like to recognize Todd Thomson, the House
6 requirements as to how close population must be to satisfy 6 Redigtricting -- of the House Redistricting Committee.
7 this standard. With regard to Congressional districts, the 7 Because of the layout here, Todd is over to my far left.
8 requirement is the population equality must be as close to 8 And Todd will make a brief presentation on some information
9 mathematical identity as possiblein essence. If the 9 from the 2000 census that we'll be looking at through the
10 population deviation in the districts are 1 percent or less 10 process. Y ou're recognized, Mr. Thomson.
11 then presumptively those plans and the one person, onevote | 11 MR. THOMSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Today, I'd
12 element is satisfied with regard to Congressional 12 just like to give a brief census overview for the state of
13 redistricting. 13 Floridaand the areathat we're in today.
14 With regard to state redistricting, atota deviation 14 Over the past ten years, according to the United
15 of up to 10 percent in population among the districts has 15 States census, Florida has grown by about 3 million people,
16 been upheld. So thereis greater leeway in state districts 16 roughly 23 and ahalf percent. Asaresult of this growth
17 to have some difference in population. 17 Florida has gained two new Congressional sests for agrand
18 The other important factors, of course, are both the 18 total now of 25. Miami-Dade County is Florida's most
19 United States Congtitution and federal statute. The 19 populous county. The five most populous counties are
20 federal statute most at issue hereisthe Voting Rights Act 20 listed: Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Hillsborough, and
21 of 1964. Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act as amended 21 Pinellas.
22 prohibits any practice or procedure including redistricting 22 Flagler County experienced the fastest rate of growth
23 plansthat impair the ability of a minority community to 23 in Florida at a 73.6 percent rate. The five counties that
24 elect candidates of choice on an equal basiswith 24 received the largest rate increase in growth over the last
25 nonminority voters. 25 ten years are Flagler, Sumpter, Collier, Wakullaand
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1 Osceola. Jacksonville remains as Florida's most populous 1 I'll remind the speakers that well be limiting your

2 city. Thefive most populous citiesin Floridaare 2 remarks to four minutes. And if the four minutesis not

3 Jacksonville, Miami, Tampa, St. Petersburg, and Hialeah. 3 enough, we'll certainly accept written submissionsif you

4 The minority population in Florida has grown over the past 4 have those. Welcome to the public hearing.

5 ten years. 5 MS. CARLTON: Good afternoon. Very loud. My nameis

6 The African-American percentage has risen by about 6 Barbara Carlton. I'm with Peace River Valley Citrus

7 1 percent and the Hispanic percentage has risen by about 4 7 Grower's Association and | welcome you to Florida. I'm

8 and ahaf percent. And Hispanics now outnumber 8 here to share astory with you. A story of culture, away

9 African-Americansin the state of Florida. The median age 9 of life, of life in Hardee and DeSoto Counties and rural
10 in Florida has increased from 36.3 according to the 1990 10 Manatee and Sarasota Counties.
11 censusto 38.7 according to the 2000 census. 11 Peace River Valley Citrus Grower's Association
12 A very important group in Floridais our senior 12 represents commercia citrus growers in these four
13 citizens. Age 65 and above in Florida has grown to just 13 counties. Although the daily grind of agriculture
14 over 2.8 million people. Whilethisisan increase of over 14 operations is much less than romantic, you can talk to any
15 400,000, it is actually a decrease in the percentage of the 15 brother for afew minutes and quickly understand the love
16 population from 18.3 percent to 17.6 percent. AsMr. Meros 16 he feels for hisjob, his farming operation and his
17 touched upon, each district will have a certain number of 17 community. Note the four counties we represent are very
18 people and theideal population for each district has grown 18 different in nature.
19 over the past ten years. 19 We have two coastal counties whose populations are ten
20 In 1990, the average State House district will have 20 times that of the two interior counties. Y et within the
21 about 108,000 people. At thistimeit will have 133,000 21 four communities -- or the four counties, exist communities
22 people. In 1990 the average State Senate district had 22 and people who will exemplify the culture being explained
23 about 323,000 people. Thisyear, the average State Senate 23 today. You are mandated to provide equal representation to
24 district will have about 400,000 people. Andin 1990 the 24 all Floridians based on the 2000 U.S. census. It will
25 average Congressiond district had 562,518. Thistime each 25 take -- if you take the time to look at the statistics that
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1 Congressiona district will have 639,295. 1 we were shown for DeSoto, Hardee, Manatee, and Sarasota

2 Now I'd like to give you some population numbers for 2 Counties, you will note that the population in Hardee and

3 the Hardee County area. Hardee County grew, for the past 3 DeSoto Counties has increased in the ten-year period

4 ten years, at arate of 38.2 percent. And population now 4 between 1990 and 2000 more than the heavily-popul ated

5 isjust under 27,000. Population of the town of Wauchula 5 coastal communities.

6 is4,368. 6 Asamatter of fact, the population in these two

7 Highlands County, according to the 2000 census, has a 7 counties has grown more than the state average in that same

8 population of 87,366. Thisisan increase of 27.7 percent 8 time period. Why thistrend? Urban citizensarefalling

9 over 1990. Manatee County has a population of just over 9 in love with our rura communities. Who wouldn't want to
10 264,000; a24.7 percent increase over 1990. DeSoto County 10 livein a setting where you can swing quietly under a
11 population isnow at 32,209. Thisisan increase of 11 200-year-old oak tree and watch a variety of birds and
12 35 percent over 1990. And Sarasota County's population has | 12 other wildlife moving throughout your property?
13 grown to just over 325,000. Thisisan increase of 13 Growing up in Manatee County, I'm privileged to say |
14 17.3 percent over the 1990 population. 14 was part of an agricultural community. Even back then the
15 And you can find al thisinformation and more at both 15 town was a busy and large place; however, the bulk of the
16 the House and Senate redistricting web sites, which you'll 16 community was agriculture in nature and al the leaders of
17 find the information on the back tables. Thank you, 17 the community were agriculturaists. Citrus, tomato,
18 Mr. Chairman. 18 cattle and other crops were the mainstay of the community.
19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you, Mr. Thomson. 19 Sarasota was very much the same.
20 Ladies and gentlemen, as | stated earlier, well be 20 In the '80s Interstate 75 split these counties. It
21 using speaker's cards and we're going to call the people 21 brought development east providing food and lodging for the
22 up. Thereisanumber in the lower right-hand side of the 22 tourists. And today you'll find that development from the
23 card and well just go by the numbers. Starting with 23 west border of the county to the east border of the county
24 Number 1. 24 in both Manatee and Sarasota Counties. Thisisall onland
25 So whoever signed up firgt, please come forward. And 25 previoudly used for agriculture.
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1 An agricultural community in arural setting cannot be 1 actively engaged in production agriculture. To that end,
2 represented as part of the larger urban district. Votes 2 we would hope that you'd strongly consider when you draw
3 count and it's certainly understandable for an elected 3 these district lines, especially for House and hopefully
4 official to place avote within the Legislature that 4 Congressional seats aswell, redly all the seats,
5 pleases the majority of his congtituents. Urban 5 Senatorial aswell, that we try to follow existing
6 constituents may not understand the uniqueness or 6 political boundaries, AKA county lines when and if possible
7 importance of arura agricultural community. 7 and to perhaps keep counties whole when and if possible.
8 The University of Florida, Ingtitute of Food and Ag 8 It would seem to me that would be far smpler in the
9 Sciences has just completed a study stating that Florida's 9 rura countryside where total populations are lower. The
10 citrus industry contributes total economic impacts of $9.3 10 aternative when we do differently than that, typically the
11 billion in industry output to Florida. $4.18 hillionin 11 bulk of those populations then approach the coastlines.
12 value-added impact and supplies, 89,700 jobs. Thisisone 12 And not that we don't have any -- not that we particularly
13 agricultural industry in 23 Florida counties. Locally 13 have problems with the coastline, we're just not terribly
14 virtually al jobs are connected to agriculture, most of 14 assured that their concerns and what's important to them,
15 thecitrusindustry. The orange tree crop value for our 15 on awhole host of issues are going to be reflective of the
16 four representative countiesis approximately 16 interior counties.
17 $225 miillion -- 17 So I'd hope you'd take those concerns in particular
18 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Timeisup. Thirty more 18 and then when you look at the resulting districts, to the
19 seconds. 19 best of our ability I'd hope we could have districts that
20 MS. CARLTON: Floridaagriculture has been represented | 20 for the most part represent the bulk of those populations
21 well in the past by avariety of individualsin the 21 in terms of their demographics, in terms of their
22 Legidature and we want this to continue. Please help us 22 livelihoods, concerns, lifestyles, et cetera. Thank you.
23 preserve our agricultural integrity by developing 23 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 3.
24 boundaries that reflect this. And help us be linked with 24 MR. LAMBERT: Good afternoon. My nameis Bill
25 similar economic dynamic counties. We have afew members | 25 Lambert. I'm the county commissioner here in Hardee County
Page 19 Page 21
1 present that were going to speak today and they were going 1 and | want to tell each of you we have dropped the ball. |
2 to say much the sameas|. SoI'd like to recognize some 2 don't think there's been this many important elected
3 of our members. Would the members of Peace River Valley 3 officialsin Hardee County ever. Andif I'd have known all
4 Citrus Growers stand up, please? 4 of you were going to be here, | would have liked to have
5 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Welcometo the hearing. Wed be 5 taken the opportunity to lobby you. Likel said, we
6 happy to hear from any of those that may decide |ater that 6 dropped the ball. But well be back to seeyouin
7 they'd like to add to the public testimony. So let's move 7 Tallahassee. | want you to remember thisface. I've seen
8 now to Number 2. 8 Joein Tallahassee and I'll try to see each of you when the
9 MR. PAYNE: Good afternoon. My name is John Payne for 9 Session starts.
10 therecord. 1'm from Highlands County and | am afarmer. 10 Let me begin by saying that we come to you today
11 Mr. Chairman, Senators, and Representatives, first I'd like 11 seeking political parity. We can't run asociety strictly
12 to thank you, commend you on the process that you've lined 12 dealing with urban interests. And, frankly, if we do not
13 out for this very difficult task in front of you. It'snot 13 do redigtricting right, agriculture and rural interests are
14 easy. Itsbrought withlots of potential potholesand 14 goingto beleft out. We must support agriculture. We
15 conflicting opinions. And to allow a system that's open 15 must be concerned with the things that go on in the less
16 likethis, | think you've done agreat service for the 16 densely-populated areas of our state. And to wit, we
17 citizens of Floridaand we appreciateit. 17 really would like you to consider trying to carve out some
18 I'm going to keep my comments fairly short in genera 18 districts that restore the integrity of the agriculture
19 just to give you some fedling perhaps that we have being 19 lifein the state of Florida and rural interestsin the
20 interior counties and being very rural counties. | ama 20 state of Florida.
21 farmer and that'simportant to me. It's difficult in these 21 I don't know how you're going to do it. We've got
22 days and times to make aliving off the land but we do. We 22 some thoughts of our own. Wed be glad to pass them on to
23 try to stay positive about it and we like to hope that our 23 you. Do not become bogged down in just dealing -- we have
24 representatives in Tallahassee understand the issues that 24 traditionally been tied into coastal representation and
25 face us both being from small rural counties and also being 25 they have done uswell. We have Lindsay Harrington here

6 (Pages 18 to 21)



Page 22

Page 24

1 today. Poor Lindsay, his entire community is suing 1 There is some difference of opinion in how Highlands
2 industriesin Hardee County. Now, you know, that presents 2 County should be arranged. It is my opinion that having
3 real political problemsfor him. Those fights are going to 3 Highlands as a keystone to anew district will limit the
4 go on. They are going to go on over water, they're going 4 support we would get from the State House or the House of
5 to go on over phosphate, they're going to go on over the 5 Representatives. We will only have one Representétive.
6 use of chemicals, pesticides and things that's unique to 6 The dividing of the city of Ego Park (phonetic) was a
7 the things we need to produce to feed each of you. 7 concern. But as the county goes so does the cities, they
8 So please keep that in mind and well be glad to give 8 will have only one Representative to contact when needed.
9 you our specific thoughts on how these districts should be 9 Thank you for alowing me to talk with you and I'll be
10 carved out. Thank you. 10 seeing you in Tallahassee too. Thank you.
11 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 4. 11 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 7.
12 MR. SHEPP: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, Senators and 12 MS. GRIMSLEY: Mr. Chairman, and members of the
13 Representatives. My nameis David Shepp. I'm hereon 13 committee, my nameis Denise Grimdey and I'm currently the
14 behalf of Congressman Adam Putnam. He had plannedonbeing | 14 chairman for the executive committee for the Republican
15 here today but of course had to go back up to Washington 15 party of Hardee County and I'm here today representing the
16 yesterday. So he sends his best regards. 16 beliefs of that committee. 1'd like to begin by saying in
17 | just wanted to touch briefly on what Adam had spoken 17 1992 the L egidature had a closed process that ended with
18 about last month when you came to Lakeland and that is 18 the product of crazy lines, split communities, and partisan
19 maintaining districts of common interest. Adam does 19 politics. | applaud this Legisature and this committee
20 represent Hardee County as well as DeSoto, northern 20 for geographical open meetings such as this one today.
21 Highlands, Polk, Pasco, and eastern Hillsborough Counties. 21 What | would like to see and what the committee would
22 It's primarily an agricultural community and he hasdone a 22 like to seeis our Florida House seat removed from the same
23 very good job representing this area up in Washington in 23 district in Charlotte County and paired with other counties
24 the agricultural committees aswell astime he spent in 24 of similar interests such as DeSoto and Highlands Counties.
25 Tallahassee. 25 Our representation from Lindsay Harrington in District 72
Page 23 Page 25
1 The fights that are going on between the interior 1 has been excellent. However, individuals historically in
2 communities and the coastal communities, the differences 2 that district have not understood our rural interest.
3 between the two are very distinct and we would like to go 3 Thetotd population of these three counties, Hardee,
4 ahead and maintain the central corridor of central Florida 4 Highlands, and DeSoto, is approximately 149,000. We
5 for thisdistrict, for District 12. 5 believe thiswould be an adequate seat. We would aso like
6 We appreciate all the work that you have done and look 6 to see our Florida State Senate seat removed from Manatee
7 forward to working with you through this process. And if 7 County. Historically, we have not been adequately
8 you ever have any questions for the Congressman, please 8 represented in the Senate because of this partnership.
9 don't hesitate to contact us. Thank you very much. 9 It would be more appropriate to pair inland counties
10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 5. 10 with other counties of common industry and interest.
11 MR. CARLTON: Mr. Chairman, | yield my timeto the 11 Examples of a seat would be Highlands, Hardee, DeSoto,
12 next speaker. 12 Glades, Hendry, Okeechobee, and south Polk Counties.
13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 6. 13 Southern Osceola County would also be another option.
14 MR. ROBERTS: Good afternoon. My nameis Steve 14 We do not believe that cities should be split in the
15 Roberts and I'm from Highlands County. | want to thank you 15 House or the Senate. We also believe that Congressional
16 for coming here today and alowing usto give our input. 16 Didtrict 12 should be left intact. Again, thank you for
17 House Didtrict 78 -- and I'd like to just remind you and 17 your time and interest in Hardee County and in the great
18 show you this picture. | think you could put ink there -- 18 state of Florida
19 itisacrazy district along with many othersthat arein 19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 8.
20 the state of Florida. But House District 78 and 20 MR. GRIMSLEY: Mr. Chairman, and committee members, |
21 Congressiona 16 are nothing more than gerrymanderingsthat | 21 appreciate very much you giving us the opportunity to
22 need to be cleaned up. It was part of the mess made ten 22 addressyou today. I'll make my comments very brief
23 years ago. They connected us with parts of Floridathat we 23 because there appesars to be repetition from what I've heard
24 do not have much in common with. 1f we must be divided, 24 from other spesakers.
25 please connect us with like interests. 25 I would just like to encourage you when you're looking
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1 a the state to redistrict us with interior counties such 1 State Bank. We're alarge bank herein Hardee County and
2 as Highlands, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry. Some of these 2 of course we have -- our main customer baseis ag related.
3 counties we have something in common with. We have nothing 3 And we have alot of customersthat are very interested in
4 in common with Sarasota and Manatee Counties. 4 thisissue and I'm their voice today.
5 If Hardee and DeSoto Counties was able to block vote 5 Wefed strongly that it would be in the best interest
6 in some manner, which isimpossible, they would still have 6 of this county to bein the same district asinland rural
7 littleinput in any eection. So | just fedl like we're -- 7 counties with the similar problems and concerns which are
8 when we're voting, our voting don't count because we're 8 largely agriculture; counties such as Highlands, DeSoto,
9 outnumbered to start with. Besides that, the coastal 9 Polk, Okeechobee, Hardee, and Glades. We are arura
10 communities, their economy is based on something entirely 10 community, which you've heard, aong this problem, we are
11 different than what the interior communitiesis based on. 11 smaller in population than the coastal counties. We feel
12 And | think we'd have better representation if we could be 12 because of thisthat we are not having adequate
13 placed with somebody like Highlands, DeSoto and other 13 representation and we are not being heard.
14 counties of the same economic demeanors. Again, | 14 And we want to commend Lindsay Harrington who has been
15 appreciate you giving us this opportunity today. Thank 15 an excellent Representative for us. And he has donethe
16 you. 16 best that he possibly could do with us. But weredlize
17 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Number 9. 17 that he has to answer to the larger voting district that he
18 MR. SANDERS: Hi, my nameisKenny Sandersand I'm 18 has.
19 from herein Wauchulaand I'd like to tell you my interests 19 And we appreciate your time and interest in Hardee
20 arein agriculture and | believe we need to be separated 20 County and we hope that you will do what istruly best for
21 from Manatee County whose interests aren't anything like 21 Hardee County. Thank you.
22 mine and I'd just like to mention that to you. Thank you. 22 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Number 12.
23 REPRESENTATIVEBYRD: Thank you. Number 10. 23 MR. BUNDY: Good afternoon. My nameis Carter Bundy
24 MR. BRYANT: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen of 24 and I'm actualy with the American Federation of State,
25 theboard. My nameisAustin Bryant. I'm here 25 County and Municipal Employees and someone from El Torres
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1 representing Heart of Florida Greenhouses as well asthe 1 (phonetic) who is one of our members E-mailed mea
2 Florida Nourishment and Grower's Association. Many years 2 statement that he wanted to make. He was going to be here
3 ago the coasta areas in some respects shared the same 3 but histruck broke down, one of the many hazards of coming
4 viewsthat we did in the interior counties. Theinterior 4 up here. ThisisRob Fisher's statement.
5 counties are in the industry, the industry of life, and 5 Good afternoon. My nameis Rob Fisher. | livein El
6 that's agriculture. 6 Tores, afew miles away and I'm amember of the American
7 The coastal counties have moved into a different 7 Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. My
8 direction and that's population. Growth in different 8 first point isa positive one. | want to thank the
9 housing devel opments and whatnot, and this obvioudly will 9 committee for coming all the way out to Wauchulato get
10 create alittle problem with -- in respect to water rights 10 public input.
11 and population which aso includes a chemical -- different 11 My second point isn't as positive. I'm upset that
12 views. These people that are moving from up north bring 12 you're holding this hearing in the middle of the day. |
13 down here and their vote counts the same as yours or mine. 13 work for aliving and had to take vacation time to be here
14 And as you can see, it's not just the older generation 14 because | know thisisimportant. But not everyone has
15 of thisareathat isinterested in restoring and retaining 15 that luxury or iswilling to sacrifice vacation. It's hard
16 our heritage of agriculture in this community. The younger 16 to believe that you claim to value public input but have
17 generation will play an active role in the future and 17 decided to hold almost all these hearings when regular
18 holding thistrue. Thank you. 18 working people can't redigticaly participate.
19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. Thelast speakeris | 19 I would aso like to see some hearings after the maps
20 Number 11. If thereis anyone else who would like to 20 aredrawn. | understand wanting public input ahead of time
21 address the public hearing, pleasefill out acard. We 21 but it's going to be even more important to hear from at
22 have one more. Number 11. 22 least some of the public after the first drafts of the maps
23 MS. RANDALL: Thank you very much. Weredly 23 are finished.
24 appreciate you coming to Hardee County and giving usthis 24 Asto the specifics of lines around here, | hope
25 time. 1'm Kate Randall and I'm vice president of Wauchula 25 you'll try to keep our rurd areas together so we can have
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1 aconsistent voice. Whether were in agriculture or not,
2 there are obvious similaritiesin rural areas that should
3 be reflected in our representation. It's frustrating when
4 rural areas get split up to help politicians form cities
5 that need to tack on afew more voters. Because of them no
6 rurd areaisthe primary concern of any one
7 Representative. Thank you for coming out here and letting
8 me, Rob Fisher, speak. And please hold more hearings after
9 you're done with the first draft of the maps.
10 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Thank you. That concludesthe
11 public testimony. If thereisanyone else who wishesto
12 speak, pleasefill out a card and we will alow you to
13 address the public hearing.
14 Now what we will do is alow any members of the
15 Legidature who wish to speak to do so at thistime. And
16 is there anyone who wishes to make a statement? Members?
17 Senators? Thisis another first. Well, Senator, Geller,
18 you're recognized.
19 SENATOR GELLER: | agree with him.
20 (Applause)
21 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Wed like to thank everyone for
22 coming out today. Your input isimportant. Thisisopen,
23 fair and a process that depends on the public. So thank
24 you for coming out and we'll stand adjourned.
25 (Hearing adjourned at 3:00 p.m.)
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